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CROSS REFERENCE ON .CQOPEBATION.WITH.OTHE ..GOVERNMENTS
LATIN AMERICAN (CHILE)

FOR:

Amendment to this License ._ .
Extension of this License .

Renewal of this License . . . . . . . . ¢« «

1000

Correspondence concerning this application

" Other (Specify)

FOR MATERIAL RE ASSURANCES OF LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS TO SWITZERLAND
SIMILAR TO THOSE GIVEN BY THIS GOVERNMENT RE ISSUANCE OF UP TO 4000
IMMIGRATION VISAS TO REFUGEE CHILDREN FROM-AXIS TERRITORY

- ‘ -tf:\

$EE: PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF -REFUGEES: = EVACUATION TO )
SWITZERLAND - ' *

7 (EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRANCE)
¢




) .
REM=-381
This telegram must be . Santiago
paraphrased before being -
dommunicated to anyone Dated May 16, 1944
other than a Govermment
agency. (BR) Rec'd 6341 p.m,

Secretary of State,
Washington.

821, Hey 16, 5 p.m.

Foreign Office has just advlised that consideration
is being giveﬁ to the suggestion that the Chilean Govern-
ment admit a specific number of refugees, as referred ’ <
to in the Depertment's confidential circulaer airgram '
of April 15, 7 p.m., and will submit a definite reply
ag soon as the necessary study cen be made., Department
wlll be informed as aoon as & definite reply is received.

BOWERS ' ) s
AT

Miss Chauncey (far the Sec'y). Abrahamson, Aksin, Bernstein, Gohn, .
DuBols, Friedmen, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, lLesser, Luxford, Mann,
Mannon, Marks, McCormack, Pehle, Rains, 8argoy, Smith, Standish,
8tewart, Weinstein, H, D. White, Files
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4FT 13 1944

L.

Ny dear Hr. Bovers:

‘The 3ecrstary of Btate has referred to me a
oopy of your Dispatoh Ho, 105, of Mareh 11, 1944, in
reply to the Department of Stute’s circular alrgram of
Jenuary 26, 1944, concerning the war refuges prodlem in
relationship to Chile,

Tour cooperation in making this information
available is appreciafed, and the comments embodied in
your dispatch are being carefully constdered,

Yery truly yours,
- ‘ - - < .

Jd. ¥, Pahle
Executive Director

fhe Homoradle,

Clande G, Bowers, ) : 4
The United States Azkvassadoy,

Santiago, Ohile.
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© lo. 9108 Suntiago, Chile, March 11, 1944
X

subjectt iiar ;zerugee/pmmm in ielation to Chile,

The lonorable
The Uecretary of State,
endngton.

Sire

I have the horor to rofer to tho Department's clreular
airpren of Jonwary 26, 1944, 7:00 p.m, concerning the establishe
nent and purposes of b.6 .ar llefugeo Doard and contudning a
request for a atatement as to what 1s belng dons in this country
to roscue the Jews and other persecuted ninorities from Hitler.

During the year 1939, many refugoss, amou; thou & large
proportien of Jews, entcred Chile fram _urops, It appears that
tho nomal Chilean imadgration practice was liberalized or
waived in many cases by unouthorized adninistirative action and
it has been charped that pecuniary rowards were reapod by soae.
of the-officlals concerncd vdth this iatter. At any rate, vdth .
the appointuent of a new linleter of Foreisgn affairs toward the
ond of that year, a policy of strict enforcement of the visa
roquircnent® was adopted which contimes in force up to ife - )
present time, olthough there uro slgns that it has been propes-
gively but slowly ralaxod. .

Under this polioy it was necossar; for tho Chlloan consulor

; authoritics authorized to issue visas to refer applications to

i the ilinlstry of Foreisn .\Mfodrs for prior spppoval, excopt in

i routine cases, whieh might be decided upon the gonsular officer!s

i personal recponsibility. sonme of then were reluctdnt to exarclse
- this dizeretion and thus referred to the Foreigcn Offlce all

i cases prosontod to them. Thore were, in the period frou 1940

. to 1942, come indications that in the oxercise of this discrotion

! ‘ adverse discrimination was beins exercisod agninst dJews. .hen . -

i ’ the .wibagsador incuired about this, the .dndster of Foreign

Affoire readily admitted that sinco late in 1939 rigld rules hud

been 1n foreo rogurding irrdgration but he deniod that there was.

any dlserindnotion egeinst dows, 'Ihis wos reported in the Dubusey's

tolegram lo, 772 of lay 20, 1942, 5100 p.nm.

llwnerous
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. ltueyous non-.azl Cemans, some sustrions, Czechs, Poles
. and Yugoslavs have migrated to Chile to escape the Litlor holocaust.
‘ fhig was not tho result of any positive effort on the part of the
Chilean Covornment to cxtend hunanitarian relief but unofficial
organizatiore rendored assigtance by providing advice and somo-
tires finansisl sld and gusrantees. Thers is sous lutent anti-
sanitism in Chile which la uncerstandable in vlew of the large
proportion of the population of Gemsn natlonallty or descent
which is -ound in the southorn part of the country, auong whon
the iiaes Party has vorlied intensively over o perioed of years.
remany of Lozl sympathlos are found in positions of influence
throu:out the cormerce and indusiry of the country and soue
Chile: 18 have beon awayed by thelr views. .hlle tlids has had
sone « ffect in requiring the maintenance of a striet Lumlgration
polde , the primery reason is balieved to be the economic
sitw tion of the country.

purlng the yoar 1943 there was agitation in santdago to

e ive the departure of rocent immigrants from tho capltal and

£+ Valparaigo on ble ground that they wiere overcrowding the snall
v dnesa fleld and wero responslble for the searcity and sosring

s st of houslng in the eities. It wns announced that sane

¢ migrante had failed to fulfill their undertaking upon arrival

s Chile to establish theaselves in proviucial and rural areas
.ether thon in the principal centors of population. agitation
ovar this subject however wasg ghort-1ived and seems now to have
alsappoared complelely.

The President of the zlonist Federation of Chilo inforned
th: Tmbossy today that his organisation is not now oencounterdng
unasual difficultics in mallng arrangements te asslst prospesctive

inagrants. e states that sometdne ago 1t becauo necessary to
protest against the obvious diseriminution against Jews which wos
being exercised in the authorization of visas by the eonsular
departuent of the Foreim Orfice. ‘The head of ‘that office was<
renlaced and the s tuation gecus to have Luproved.

The present legel provisiong concerning Lrmigrotion into
Chile poen o copsigt nrinarily of a delegotdon of respansibdlity
and general authority to the congular departaeut of the tinistry
of Yorelg: iffalrs, subject of course to the goneral duthority
of the i:inistor of Poreign Affuirs. In this situation tmch deponds
upon tho attitdde adopted by the chief of the consular departient
and thero scens to be ab this tiie no co.plaint on that scors,

One of the principal obstecles which 4 lor o scale Luropean,
ant especlally Jowish, fimigration inte Chilo .ay be sxpocted to
encountoer is the fear thot such imigronts vould tend to bucouwe
coneentrated in the urbun contors, and to ovorinorease the nuabor
of suall nmercantile establisimente, whoreas the underpopulated
rural and agriewltursl areas vould recodve Jittle benetit, This
i & factor which should be borne in 1dnd in Judgliy the possibilit~-
des for ebsorption of Jaropoan tudgration in Chile in the condng
yeera.

Respootfully yours,

Clsude G. Bowers

800/811.%




