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FOR: 

CROSS REFERENCE ON •• C()()f!ERAT-IQN. W.I!J'H. OTHI!R GOVERNMENT! 
LATIN AMERICAN (COSTA RICA) 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specify) 

l. FOR MATERIAL RE ASSURANCES BY THE LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS TO 
SWITZEP.LAND, SIMILAR TO THOSE GIVEN ·BY . THIS. GOVERNMENT, · RE Is­
SUANCE OF UP TO 4000 IMMIGRATION VISAS TO REFUGEE CHILD~ FROM 
AXIS TERRITORY 

2. ~FOR MATERfAL RE APPROVAL OF COSTA RICA RE THIS GOVERNMENT'S 
APPROACH TO THE GEruaAN GOVERNMENT, WITH. VIEW'TO ARRANGING AN EX­
CHANGE AGAINST GERMAN· NATIONALS 'IN WESTERN 'HEMISPHERE OF INTERNEES 
HOLDING LATIN AME ICAN PAS"PORTS AND PAmS 

SEE: 1. PROGRAMS WITH REBBECT TO REr.:u;Ji' ·AND RESCUE oF· REFUGEESf EVACUATION' • 
TO SWITZERLAND 

. (EVACUATION OF ABANDONED 'CHILDREN 'FROM FRANCE) 

2. PROGRAMS,WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE.OF'REFUG~t OTHER t 
MEANS OF EFFECTING' llESCUES 

(RECOGNITION OF LATIN AMERICAN 'PASsJ>oRTtr•') 
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heference Department's telegram No. 390 of h.ugust 10, 5 p.m. con­
cerning refugee childreno 

The ,:.mbassy is reluctant to reQuest the Costa !-dean Government to 
"extend i te accept2.11ce 11 to children from Hungary, since no for1cal accept­
ance has as yet been received from the Foreign Office. 

f.s reported in my a:IJ:gram :~o. :,-·390 of June 16, 10 a.u •• , the discus­
sions on this subject "ere between th" ,Iubassy and the head of a :;ami­
official v;elf'are a':ency. It ,,as indicated at that tirr:e that, if the 
::;osta !dean r.overnment could be ~iven aBsurHnces as to the per/<ianency of 
st&.,v of ;my refugee ~ldren to be accepted, it •·ould forn,ally agree to 
acce:Jt them. "i.:o suchassurances have been received, hm.ever, and it is 
felt that the Foreign Office • .. ould not care to COJTJ1!it itself until this 
poirit has been clarified. 

further instructions are r<Jc,uested 0 

848 
LD'./em 

DL:i POn'l'i..S 
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DECLASSIFIED 
Btate Dept, Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date Sfp 1 3 1972 



PARAP!J.R:.SE O)' TEL?.ClRAM RTICEIVED 

l!'ROMc American Embassy, San J'ose 

TOe Secretary o:r State, Washington 

DAT'":Dc May 16, 1944 

NUMB;<;R: .304 ... 
)'ormal oon9ent to upholding validity of all Costa Rioan pass­

ports held by parsons whose lives· nviy othel'llltse be in danger has been 
given by the Costa Rican ~ernment. On th& uuderatancUng that they 
do not come to Costa Rioa, such persons may be declared eligible tor exchange. 

In regard to J'ules Grunstein and wlf'e (see my cable o:r May 
1.3, no. 299) no special mention has been made and, althoUgh they are 
not eligible for entry into the country until written assurances are 
received, they should be considered in the category o:r persona holding 
valid Costa Rican passports. 

Th~r1g1nal note will be transmitted by despatch to follow. 

The foregoing message is in reterenoe to Embassy'a despatch 
1279, April 17 and Department's secret airsrams dated May l and 10. 

00: Secretary, Abrahamson, Akzin, Bsrnstein, ·dohn, ·lluboi&, biedman, 
Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin. Lesser, Luxtorct, Mann, Jlannon, llarks, · 
JlcOormaok; Paul Pehle, Rains, .Sargoy

0 
Smith, Standish, Stewart, 

Weinstein, White~ ltles. · 

DECLASSIFIED 
State ·Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

C!I:"D 1 3 1972 By R. H. Parks Date~ 
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No. 1400 

Subject: 

San Jose, Costa Rica, 
May 16, 1944. 

Costa Rica consents to uphold validity of 
all Costa Rican passports held by persons 
whose lives eight otherwise be in danger. 

_ ;16 w Jr /J · ; 
ll!&!!!··~---~~J~p~·· J [fJ(~~/Jmv; 

·c~ I 
The Honorable r: ' l 

Jrf.wJI~.JV.-Af -
-\ The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 
I j· v 1 

Sir: 
/ 

With reference to my telegram noo 304 of Hay 16, 
4 p. m., concerning the precarious situation of a 
nUI:lber of persons holding passports issued in the 
name of the Costa Rican Goverruaent and the Costa Rican 
Governnent's agreecent to uphold tne validity of suoh 
passports, I have the honor to enclose the original 
note, No o 948-B of l~ay 15, 1944, from the Foreign Of­
fice, together with the translation of that note, con­
firming the· verbal assurance which had previously been 
given to me by then Foreign Minister Echandi. 

While the matter was taken up orally with the For­
eign Minister, he requested ti1at a written note present­
ing the~views of the United States Government be sent 
him for the archives. 'l'he enclosed note is his reply. 

The attached note does not state specifically that 
the persons holding these Costa Rican passports may be 
considered eligible as Costa Rican citizens for inclusion 
in the exchange of German and Costa Rican nationals, but 
I have received verbal assurances from the Foreign Office 
that the laneuage of the note implies suoh an inclusion 
since the Costa Rican Goverruaent cannot deny citizenship 
to the holders of such passports at the same time they 
uphold the validity of the passports. However, while 
the note in question also omits specific mention of the 
fact that the Costa Rican G<>verill!lent would not welcome 
the holders of such passports to Costa Rican territory, 
this connotation is likewise brought out in the second 
sentence of :the first paragraph ot' the Foreign Minister's 
note where h~ refers to the fact that the United States 
Government will assume the responsibility for all the 
arrangements necessary for the transportation of suoh 
persons to non-Costa Rican territories. 

J 

The Foreign Minister appears to be of the opinion 
that his note No. 9l,8·B gives the Costa Rican Government':;! 
consegt to all the recommendations set forth in the 

DECLAssiFIED Department's .. 
State Dept, Letter, 1·11·7:1 
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Department '.s secret airgrams of March 31, April 11 and 
May 1 and 10, and unless the Department thinks it advis­
able or necessary I shall not approach him agailli to 
formulate a demand addressed to the German Government, 
through the protecting power, that the lives of all per­
sons holding Costa Rican passports be safeguarded and 
that they be given all rights, privileges and immunities 
accorded to civilian internees of enemy nationality to 
which the Geneva Conferences regarding the treatment of 
prisoners of war is applied by analogy. since the United 
States Government is the channel of communication for 
the Costa Rican GovernQent to the Swiss Government wnich 
is protecting Costa Rican interests. 

Respectfully yours, 

Fay Allen Des Fortes 

Enclosures: 

J 1) Original note dated May 15, 1944 
from Costa Rican Minister tor 
Foreign Affairs; 

,j 2) Translation of note. 

SRT-.rnm 

1 ' 
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Enclosure No.1 to despatch' Hv, 1400 
of May ~1'3.44, from tne 

Embassy at San Jose. 

Renublica de CoDta Rica 
Secreta~ia de Rolaciohes Exteriores 

948-B San Jose, 15 de mayo de 1 ':144. 

Sefior Embajador: 

Ten~o el honor de anuhci&r a V~estra Excelenciu 
el recibo de su muy atenta nota Noo251, estrictamente 
confidencial, de fecha 15 de este Jiles, en lu flUe se sirve 
recabsr la opini6n del Gobierno de Costa Rica respecto 
de lu posibilidad de mantener su valor legal a varios 
pasa::'Jortes poseidos per europeos, generalr:len te poloneses 
y judios, sabre cuya legltir:ta ex]Jedici6n pudiera lw.ber 
aL:;una duda, a fin de proteger a sus tenedores contra 
aetas de crueldad de las autoridades alemanas. A~rega 
Vuestra Excelencia que su Gobierno asumira la res­
ponsabilidad para todos los arreglos necesarios al 
trasludo de los port~dores de tales pasaportes a terr~­
torios no costarricenses, en goce de todos laD derecjos 
~ue por analo8Ia les otorga la Convenci6n de Ginebra 
sabre Pr isioner·os de Guerra. 

Muy coTiplacido co~unico a Vuestra Excelencia la 
coufor11idad de mi }obierno con el procedimiento inuicado 
en su expresuda nota, ya que, en tanto no haya consta­
taci6n eficiente de motivos de uulidad de los pasaportes 
en referencia, han de tenerse par v~lidos en raz6n de 
haber sido expedidos por funcionarios consulares 
costarricenses, purticularmente, si B8l se CUI:lple un 
debar de hwnaniJad. 

Aprovecl10 este. oportw1idad para reiterar a Vuestra 
Exceler,cia los sentimler,tos de mi mas alta y distinguida 
consideraci6n. 

Julio Acosta 

Excelentisimo Seacr 
Fay A. Des Fortes 
Emba.jador Extraordinario y 
Plenipotenciario de Estados Unidos 

C IUD A D.-

Copy: me 



-Enclosure Noo2 to despatch No.l4<.. 
of May 16, 1744 fr,om the 

E&bassy at San Jose. C.R. 

Republic of Costa Rica 
Uinistry of Foreign Relations 

';148-B San Jose, :l.'ay 15, 1944. 

iilr. Ambassador: 

I h"ve tile honor to inforrr; Your Excellency of 
the receipt of your very courteous, strictly confiden­
tial, note 3oo251 or tl1e 15th instant, by which you 
request thO> o"jJinion cf t11e Govermnent of Costa Rica 
with respect to tcle possib:;_li ty of preserving the 
legal Vu~ue of various passports posaessed by Em·opeans, 
usually ?ales and Jews, in connection with nhich there 
Jr:i,<;;llt be some doubt 'Nitl> respect to t!1e legality of 
their exnedition. in order to protect their holders 
a~ainst acts of cruelty of the Ger12an author:'..tie.s. 
Your Excelle::cy rulis t:wt your Governr.:tent will asswue 
1:.he resre>nsibility for all the tcrcrw,ements necessary 
for tne transportation to non-Costa Rican territories 
of tlle lwlders of 3ucn passports by virtue of analogous 
rights granted to tnem by the Geneva Convention witl1 
regard to Prisoners of War. 

I am very pleased to cOL'IffiUllic:J.te to Your Excellency 
the ugree<JJent CJf my Government with the procedure 
indicated in your above cited note, since, and until 
there has beer; effective proof of the reasons for the 
invalidity of 1;he pussports under reference, they are 
to be held valid by reason of their hu~ne been issued 
by Co8tu Ricau uonsular officials, particularly if a 
llumb.ne duty ::.s tl1ereby fulfilled. 

I ta1~e tnis opportunity to reiterate to Your 
Excel.:.ency tne seutideuts of' my highest and nost 
distin~uished consideration . 

• lis Excellency 
Fay A" Des Portes 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotenciary of the United States. 

Translated by: me 
Checked by: srt 



L 

. . 

A·229 

AMliMBASSY ~ 

SAN JOOE (COSTA RICA) 

FOR THE- INFmMATIOli OF TilE CHARGE D'AFFAIRI!3 
AD INTERIJ.t~ 

the :remiJ:~l'l :.'apm•tad in yw;: 1.279 of' Apr·il 17" Please convtl',r to 

the Coat_~ Rican authoriti,;.2 this Gove:rnmerrli a .apprec:i.G.t.J.® o£ 

the1.1' in.:.llnation to cooperate on the lines :l.lldice.tad ·in the 

Dapartmnut .. a a.'i.l•f.ca»w d: March .31 am Aproil ll, 

Since onJ.v quick action c.9n aave thG vi<Jt:ilns~ y<:1n arG 

requested to pt'eas fCI.~ a ~ot& to th·e Protecting :Power rcgsrd:tng 
. . ~ 

the validity or .domnnents aud· t.he treatment Or b>Jfl,rel:'a 1W soon 

as poaa;ihle., We al"a aleo awa:l'Ging e. .formal notii'icati9n i'I'!Ill 

Costa Rica ~o tbfii ·tJ'D.ited States !ll1<i1cating t}le:l.x' app:roru ~ OW.' 

dec;Larlng tlw parerma ot>1ioem.ed eligible £w llXoll*!~v subject to 

the aea-uramea c;ontli\i:n\'ld 1n·:th$ ~pa~~~nt'~ eJ.rgmm
1

ctf AFri:'L ll. 
' . \,, 

: ~lUl. 
gllk 

·.·. ,,·c· 
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~ ·tr ::.(}~- ~ <;<\ 1-.'" r>'.1~~::rding ~ '!.!. ~::o:.,:: 

.1~·~t, 1 ;<o: .: 1 !'Jtr~.rY.r..>~,:~HH; :':J <~ C J<,r," .• ::r· ~)\'l.1l"h~ v .._ 

·~t..?. ;t:;.bjtTG:., -::·~_,,:tl,:,.,,. 

!.:;rQ!ip P..J!s~~--,; 

~;::- \1 1) 

~tVHt~. oy-pot't\Ul~ :'.'· ··.::~ l::.:!i ~~- 'tif':·~i~ tt~>ntanrplating \lakt .. ~ 
aA BdU.ly ;:.~~pyv ... 'k;tnit:r to l"-iii(;¢O.lli.i·~£td 1_;o Pr-e12iden~ Ca.lde.rcn~. 
<h.!.&.l*rl1~t ~ ·~·~·zplat;t:~ 1tH•·;lf<f;\\·i..~\·. ~--'J.'~ :·:f .~A.J '''lt,;if;Rnd.t»it 
;,_..~.~·. ~. ::..;:_,; 1 :;.. ... · ·-"- ~ •j~'i1·3. ~:.,;;·· •. : ;Y5.l~inRl .'t.~ 

\''. 

~~~-:l•"i ~~~U';L!{.-t>i ;_·t.~.'t~d ~~ tb~X't'H!.ghJ.,-.r 'G.Jld~:rwt&!Jd. th~~ 

•itua~ioll and «Null b3 tncll.nro t6 cooperato 1<1ith the 
X:li!!partment aloll.g ·til~ lin0~ TGCOl!1lll<llnct<l<i ia Ti<!IW Clf the 
ll1JJl11!Ulita:riar. cooiMa:rRtione ·cnv<llvoo As he state4, 
th$ro 'l:fa~ no oth"r altl!lrru<t i ;,·;; l'Ut to attempt t~:~ oav.s 
tha pBopl& oono&Jr.ll.'l;d from mr~ll t:rtllatmant by tha ~rmaM 

.J.s sugge11ted I reCo!m$nd>t>d that the Yoroign 
!l.inhhr addres8 the ftsnmJ.n Govermnent thro~ the 

~~;:::!!~g1;~:: ~=p:~: .. ::.~~:~;~a!~:fp~~ ~in~oi 
ahall remind him of thi6 matter either to ·day or 
tomorrow· 

Rtoupeotfully youl'll 

/S/Edward G. ~ruoblood 0 
lMvard (L Truoblood, 

Charge d'Attairos ad 1n$erim, 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 3 1972. 

-·c~Boc·y, JlbrabamaoBl'. Akzin0 :Bornoteil1n Oohl\, DtlBoill0 l'riodmala, Gaoton 0 Hodel0 La1J&hl1n, 
Losmsr, Lwd'ordc He.Iua0 Mannon,. Harke,, HoOoJ'IIIILckc Poll..akq llama, Sargoy, SaUh,, Bt&ndillh, 
Stewart, We1nstein0 Bn »" Whito, }ehle0 i1leao 
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-~!'d . .l l5, 19/,4 
'1 l' ·'". 

FOR-;-:;£ 'ru!SONl<L AND f 2if. INFOR1\A'riON OF 'l'IIE 
AI.iBASSADORS AT PANliMA, HABAN.A, C.tuDAD 'l'RUJILLO, BOGOTA, 
"LIMA, SAtlT!AGO, MONTEVIDEO fu.'ID MEXICO, D .F. 

With further reference to the Dej:>ll.rtment's circular 
~!J.~gr~r; of ~~r;;.nua!:y 26 .. I p .. r1~, e.n1 tCJ HVb~S{~~~Hr,nt 

:JmEunie£<tiom .. on rni'ug.-.s n;attel'Sv yo-u «.r~o; ini'orolbJ that 
t~1e !lefhl·cmt:nt h&.a now <iUtlwl·ited the Am.sric<'n con~· 
officarn in Swit~erland to issue up to fol~ thousand quota 
:!._mmlgration viuas to refugee chUd1·en up to sixteen years 
o:f ag6 'hi.t-hc.>Jt r--~gat~ to religionp nationality or 
stateless stat~a, tO close relatives residing in enemy, 
eni!ley~controlled or occupied territory_-, Ol' to the 
a:vaiU.bility d' 100m1a of t,;ra."laportatiou to the United 
States, ';he lTtll'1'0!l<' of th$.1l ll1lthorillation is to 
fMiliE. tate the eaoape to Switr.erland of o:rphan(ld or 
!t.hsndoned children by giving aaaut-auccs tc the 6'wiss 
C;,.wornment thf>·t thuse childran will not remain in Swit~:or­
l.and afti!r tht; t:.ll'IoinaUon of hoat:ii1.ti-cs iii Europe. 
The auth~ization contains provisions for the. continued 
renswal of the visas lm-l:.il ouch timto as adequate 
t.rausportaUon fnoilitiea ·to tht;~ 1Jnifud Statea be~ 
coma nva:llable. Pl." iva te I!01ll'Ot)3 hive posted bond 
with tho Attor.noy O<~tlr>l'tal of the UuitG\\ States to 
fUlSlU'tJ this Gow~l'M·~nt that thCI it;nt!ig:ratiu.g children w!ll not. 
become )mbl1c uhargaa, 

If thare are private agencies in the tountry to "irll:l.oh you 
are accredited willing and ablo to undertake a program for tho 
care of refugee ohlld:ron, the Ha,..,. Ue£\J,gi,<\ B011.rd ia 11onf'ident 
that i-t, ~11 ro.·~ke a:xTange!lNints to pi•ovide those agencies with 
adc:::eJ.u.ato fuutlil for-. the maintenance, eduoa·l;ion and wal£are of as 
many children aa the Gove1·nment of that country il'O'lld be 'l'fUling 
to admito ,! Should it Ji'l'OVG necetJSilry, funds w~uld undot\btedly ~ 
available to mt;cttr>i.UlS}Jor·tat:l.on Gxpenaes from Swit-zerland to .· 
-that <!0\Ultl'y • -

.. _ 

Kindly approach approprie.t9 of'f'io:l.als of the Govel'llment to 
which Y.c:ro. i~.rg aoc~ed:l_ted • infol'lll the !a of the fol'egoin and . re­
queat·thlii!1:¢ givio··;;.aa1ll'auue to .tha Swiss, Government tbl·ough 

the, il'. ·.• d.· i. pl .. o.m. :a. t. i·o. mi. f:J• flion. it .. ~.·.B$.l'J'i .·that the .. y will accept. up .. to. a . ~ ij fixed nw.1bor of re.f'ugee ohildl'On in. a manner a1m1lnr. to that or ;:: L&J 
this GOV()l'mJWnt. ll'o;r the information of .the Gowrnwent to which e.:. en 
you ll.l~e aocredib:d, it 'ill oo~serva.t:t.ve:J.v eertlwat<.~d· that, ther~ ' f ~ -! 
,a···:ro··.·. i.u .• F···t··.>l\n .. ?e !l-;lo~e.ei~ht.w.ten th.()u·llfmd· -.. a·ba. ndone.d or ... o1.'p.banoo .... , t .3 ~ 
refugee obild~n• •Should thai; Government. b& w!ll:tug t!) r.alte this " -Iii 
'hUIJlB.n:l:tad~ uftoi•,. pl~ase :requoat :the Minintry of Fp~ign ,\f'f!\it'S i,i ·il' Pi 

t~ authov:J.t~a. :1.}~ 'c!til)f or fdBSiO!l. in Pe:rn t? .is.rni~, t!JQ app:J:'Ol'l'Mte A ~ Ill 
·nullJber·of:ir~t<t~tion yisas ~nd :t(),maii;lta:ln t.ha:lr validit;y untU ~ c4 

· · · · · • · · · · · · . · suitable ~ 



I 
I-.-
I 
: 

i 

·. ---
-2- CIRCULAR, April 15, 7 pom. 

suitable trar.sportation i"acilities from Switzerland to its 
cnnntry OO<>oroe a'!'aHable. The Government may oo informed HiSt, 
th"' ~rPc:i_!':l rerre~ant!?.ti'!"f' (\f' the 'fi~ Refugr:o Eoa::-d ntt.acb.<.,d to 
the ruue:rJMl' legation ir. Bern will be glad to cooperate with 
the dipiomatic and consular officers of the other American Re•· 
p•bH"" ·i,, this <'$ well 1<'-8 5n all othA!' ret'ugee matters. 

-~Je.'!-:?~ ~,._-pert '"'-:; t·~~·~_,\1fr!IT~- wh .. :th~-r" t-~..1-~ i!•.;gg..,~t-.1..e.r. ~·;J.e baon 
"")."t-:·::-·~.l-~1:-r r~':":::7r~':! ,-.~ ~ .\13 C~v~rrn:r~:-.. t t0 which. 7('>1: :'l::-'0 :1t!ITedlt-ed 
&Hn)> J:( ~o_{ tho uus:hox· Ctf cld]Jlren ~-t ii~ pr~~r.~d to t5dmit. 

M.i.e:a Chauncey (f'or tho Sec 1y) Abrahrunaon, Akziil; Be1·nstoin, Cohn, 
DuBois,. ]'.t"iedruan, Gaston, Hodel, Luugh.l:tn, Loeser, ·r.uxro1'd, Mann~ 
ll!annon, ·Marks, McCormack, Paul, Pohle, Pollakp Rainsp Sal'goy~ Smithv 
Sti1ndish, Stewart, Waianttidu, H. D. White; rues • ·· 

.~:~ I 
' ~. ~ . . '·~ 
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