


Dominican Republic 

(Source of information: Files of State Department, Visa 
Division, Refugee Unit) 

(1) A fifty-eight page printed report e~titled 
"Field Investigation of Settlement Potentialities Existent 
on Select Lands in the Dominican Republic" has been !)repared 
for the President's Advisory Committee on Political Refugees. 
It may be advisable to obtain a copy of this report. 

(2) A survey conducted b~.the Brookings Institute 
on refugee settlement in the Domini~an Republic indicates 
that estimates as to availability of Dominican--areas for 
refugee settlement have been somewhat exaggerated. A copy 
of certain excerpts from the reportesubroitted with a letter of 
Abba Hillel Silver of the Al!!Eirican ,lionist E;Dergenoy Counsel 
to the State Department on november 23, 1943 is attached, 

----,--::­
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REFUGEES SAID teed equality for everyone as well 
as religious to!erar:!:::: • --

To LIKE ... TROPICS Th:':~;~e~nte~:c~~,\:.~ \a.~dsaside 
26,000 acres of his own estates near 

..... Sosua on the northern coast of 
the island close to the ancient citv 

New Dominican Republic Con- of Isabell~, .which was foundedbi· 
Columbus s crews and from which 

sui Tells Of Colony stemmed the explorations of the 
___ Spanish CQ.Jt_quistadores. Later. Tru-! 

'I_ile Dominican Republic's large f!~~s. ad~ 50,000 acre!_ of his/·' 
agncultural _colony ~or European The l:lnds gi\·en to the refugees 
refugees, Which now Includes 4,00J extend from the Atlantic Ocean to 
natives of German-occupied na- the mountains of the interior, and 
tions, will be continued and ex- includ~e tfiousan..(ls of acres Q.f roll­
paneled after the war, Miguel A. ing --f)asture land. The-colony i.! 
Herrera. new Dominican Consul in near -th~arge Atlantic port of 
Baltimore, said yester-day. Puerto Plata and ha,s a temperate 

of St~eor A~~~~~:t~ ~0f~:tm:~· ~~~f~ ~~i~~~~c\ati~~oughout- the year, the 
Domingo, said the colonists, who Con_1Pel.led~ in the early months 
began to arrh·e in l\Iay, 1940. at of the- settlement to live in tcm­
the invitation of President Rafael porary barrac!(S, the- coloniSts no\Y 
Trujillo, have adjusted themselves are housed in stone and woodel1 
very well to tropical farming. houses with modern plumbing f;i. 

Has Own Newspaper cilities, Senor Herrera reported. 
The colony, composed of both ~he_ colonists are helped in est_a~­

Jewish- and non-Jewish families. hshmg thell!Selvcs by the DomJ~l­
has its own newspaper, power plant c~n Rc~ubhc_ Settlement Asso~ta­
and school facilities and raises t10n, whiCh \VIll eventually be rerm­
food crops and cattle,' he reported. bursed by income from the lands. 
1\Iany of the refugees have learned Near: Haitian Border 
Spanish voluntarily and under no Senor Herrera said President 
pressure from the Government, he Trujillo was settling the area near 
said. the Haitian border- which previous-

The almost comp!~te aUtonomy ly was almost deserted because of· 
of the colony and the facilities pro- the bloody riots ,.,.·hich. occurred 
vided by the Dominican Republic between Haitians and residents of 
have pleased many refugees so the Dominican Republi~ several 
muCh that they are determined to agoJ 
remain as citizens ~after the war, Relations bet 
SenQr Herrera said. neighbor republ_i 

A~- the -international conference lent; he reported. : 
on refugees' problems at Evian, 'I:he new _con~ul, '':'~- ~ 
Fran~e, in 1938, President Trujillo old and speaks Enghsh on1 tgh~-
offere:i asylum to as many as 100,- ly, said he w::mld set hi_Jlse_l£ to • 
000 political refugees and guaran- learni.ng it at once. 
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EXTRACTS FROM SURVEY CONDUCTED BY TFE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 

ON REFUGEE SETTLEHENT IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

In Fchruary, 1909, the representative of San Domingo on the Inter­

Governmentel Committee announced that his country was prepared to admit 

gradually 100,000 refugees. A Comn;ission ws.s sent to San Domingo 

shortly thereafter, !'nd early in 1940 the first settlement 1vas 

founded at So sua. By July, 1942, four hundred seventyt110 settlers 

hF.d arrived in Sosua, of whom only two hundred eighty-one were 

either settled on the land, or in a more ~· less advanced stage of 

preparation for settlement. The report has the foll~wing to say about 

their position: 

• 
"Existing refugee population has· not ·yet been digested. The 
arable area of the present colony is not sufficient to support 
arrivals to date. As now organized a.nd .constituted, the 
colony will require strong financial support foran indefinite 
period. Until a self-sustaining mode of life has been 

• 

organized and sufficiently established to assure a reasonable 
degree of success for the existing refugee population, the 
project partakes more of refugee relief than refugee--settlement. 
Unless the refugee can be firmly established on his own, in­
dependent of continuing subsidy, the attempt must be regarded 
as both an inef~ective means of settlement and an ~xtravagant 
form of relief." (P.002.) 

"In t1vo years of settlement. activity • , • , less than one-tenth 
of this capacity (of about 5,000 settlers for the whole of 
San Domingo) have been.moved into 1 the Republic, and at that 
the colony is overcrowied. 

11 
( P;,. ~02.) =-"~·:- .,. ' _ • ... ': ,... 

The prospects of the Sousa settlement \·Tare· discussed l>y the 

President of the Settlement Association,. Dr. James J, ·Rosenberg, in a 

public !'tatement on February 15, 1940, when he said that.: 

"In the Sosua region there are hundreds of thousands of 
additional acres,- largel~cGovernment owned, of f'.er_ti·le:,~ _unde,-~-. _ 
veloped land w1 th room for many thousands of. settl.er:S. It is 
a sparsely settleCI, district on tne ·North Central Co!l.et, .. and 
needs large-scale settlement." . , "> 

With this, should be compared the following stat,em:e11te in the I'eport: 
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"According to the 1935 figures, it would appeAr thet the 
'density of populgtion per equ;;re mile is 77. This is one­
sixth th,..t o:f Puerto Rico, one-third that of Haiti, two­
thirde that of El Sal ve.dor, and approxim" tely the ssme as 
that o:f Cuba and GuatemalH. It is greater than in any of the 
other independent States of the WePtern Hemisphere 
( 

1Annario Eqtadistico, 1 1939, Vol. 1, page 334). Com-
pari'< ti ve figures for population density, ho~rever, can be 
misleading unless coneideration is given to fectors such 
a~ topography, soil and rainfall conditions, degree of 
industrialization, size of near-by trading are'3s, politic9.l 
ties, :;nd direct or indirect economic aid for e.f:filiated 
politice.l divisions, 10ver-population 1 iB an expression used 
to designatP. a. coll'plex of economic factors, only one of l'lhich 
e-nd not necessarily the principal l'iggle fs.ctcr -- concerns the 
Etctual number of people living on.;;a sauare mile of land. 

11 If ru:11al populRtion alone be taken into considere.tion, we 
:find that the Dominican Republic, _.with an average of 68 per square 
mile, has e greater density than many~clth-e-r compe.rable tropical 
areae. Cubs has 62 pP.reons·per square mile in the rural dis­
tricts, and all of the Central American countries except El 
Salvador h<1.ve less the.n 68, T]1Js __ sl;,lows the inaccuracy of the 
ste>.tement frequently made that· the Dominican-Republic is a 
relatively thinly populated and undeveloped country. It does 
not suffer severly from over-population as H'l.iti e..nd Puerto 
Ri~o do, but it cannot be said to have a great amount of 
unoccupied lHnd for new immigrants. Its oapacity to absorb­
ne~'comers is further limited by the fact tha.t it does not have 
large urb?n centres which furnish markets -enabling rural 
areas to eupr,>Ort exceptione.lly le.rge populP.tions. The pop­
ulation o:f the Dominican Repu±blic is over eight;¥ eep per cent 
rural ( 11 Annuario Ests.distico, 11 1938 1 Vol. 1. pp. 125 ff. for 
subsequent a.ata), and in_ view of the considerable areas "1-Thich 
are unsuited to cu:ibtivation or pasture, the density J?er square 
mile of tillage or other1·1ise usable land is high, 11 l~p. 83/85.) 

11 Eetimates indlce,te- that only e.bout- i_~:-"~,..-:£en); _of the.);otal 
national area is sui ts.ble for ·croppin~,--":~d the native pop­
uletion'is currently increasing ·at a rate which ~Till require 
e.ll idle or unused arable acr.eage- for its· own subsistence 
within the next five to ten years (Dominican population is " 
currently increasing-at the rate of about 3 per oentperyear). 
At the present tiine, the·cultiva.ted land per iJ1habitant amounts 
to but l-1/2 acres. To mai.ntain even this low ratio in the 
face of an annual population increase of around50,000 people 
demands s. net increase in area under crops of ?5~000 acres per 
year. The available area for expansion, even if-raised to 
750,000 acres b,y shifting cattle from cultivated pasture .to 
range land, will be fully occupied in 10 years a't the present 
rate by the natural growth or native -popula.tion._ ~efuge<J -
settlers are now being allotted 5 acre-sc-of·-arable land-~" (pp;325/6 

. 11 The · 

------
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'
1
'i't.e populstion of' the Ce.ribbean islands is not only 

increasing rapidly, but there is conEddera.bl 'l evidence th~'- t 
eff'ective production of the area. is not keeping pace ~;i th 
this increase, In other 11ords, the indications are that 
per capita production available for the support of the people 
is decreasing; the people are becoming relatively and 
actually poorer; and stanQards of living for whitee and 
colored c.like are declining. The social unrest and disturbance 
of recent years in a number of islands is but a reflectio!1 of 
the Sci.'_:eeze thus a.pplied by rising numbers in e. static or 
felt:odng economy." (Pp, 46/7.) 

"There iR a grave q•.11!stion as to whether the future 0f the 
El\rope~c>n ref•.•e;ee cs.n be made sec•..: .. ·Gi;i.by transf\er from one 
are.:- cf J!OpqJ_gtion preesure to another; from-e.n area of 
politica::. pres<ure to an area of economic pressure, each 
equally ruthless. 11 

The report does say, hoovever ,· 1Jhat: 
11
By proceeding gradually it mig);!t ·ultimately be poesible to 

settle from c,OOO to 5,000 immigrants" ln the Republic, and 
it might eventually be possible to take care of an additional 
number in ~nd us trial undertakings. 11 ( P. 341.) 

As 1•egarde the cost cf settling a unit (a 11 unit 11 consists s.t 

present o~ about 1.4 persons; the report envisages the possibility 

of a L~nit comprising 2 persons) this is not $1600., e.s planned, 

but $3,000., exclusive of the coat of the land, which is estimated 

at about $600. per unit. 
- .... 

"This is, of cour~;e, s. ver<J rough mes.sti_r'e'~-.J:ln,..it_iiost~ bjlt it is 

one that tenets to understate rather than- ~~ei'st~te the actual 

cost. 11 (p,l9.) 

On the question of modern white colonization in the tropics, 

the report states: 

11
At best, the· risk remains high, for w:e still have ·unconquered 

disease, the unsolvc,d mysteries· of climatic and racial influence­
upon 1·1hite eettlers. 11 (P.t).) 

Finally, as to the future of a ~rhi te settlement in-this part 

of the world, the following excerpt is of interest: 
11In the 
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11
In the Dominican Republic the proportion o:' ••hi tes has 

declined from somc~>:here bet1·reen 70 and 00 per cent in 
1783, to 13 per cent in 1935. 

11
Here i£ erieing tide of colour that must inevitably 

engulf an~' but the most carefully prepared and protected 
1-rhite settlement." (P.46.) 
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Ciudad Trujillo, D. R., Sep~ember f., 1944 

Nd.294 •• p '7'25? IS'S 
J .· •.. ·. ' 

Sur1jeotL. Reply or· Dominican 
PropoPal't~Aririe~t 

CO~JROL··copy 
Government· to 
Refuge~, .. Ch Hrll'en . . 

I 
I 

The Honornble 
-·The Secretary rif State 

W~shlngtjn,·D. C. 

31:6 rrtew~li<J~~.l 
1 ~11 Ov..J ~;1rw ~~f ( -• 
f}()r N, !) . I 

~j I -..:--. 

. -·') . 
. ' ·-i. 

I hp.,;e· th~ honor to ri>fer to the Denartrr.ent'i> u1rcular 
tt>le;r!im of •'.ug\wt'l2;J04~, Rp,r..fl;K1_to prevlmii! .corre­
snondE"nce rer·nrJ1ng 'ori,llaned or sb&ndoned. e[·;ilJren nnu to 
my llJl'f"I''l!n no. ,A,-401 0f Auf'o'll!'t ?.1, 1914, 1C:3C a.m. etating 
thr,t the Donilnleen ~·oreifm _:Hrihter hml ·inforJiHod the Eia­
bA~t•y '·hnt t!Je-Domil1ifen-Go•!f~rnm<.:1t :1nd nric ·)bjP~tL0n-in 
pr:nc'\.:)l e- to ifH~ltH_;_i.Df.~ :~~~Uf.;B€': _c"·.hil_~_ren,~-f~.-:ir.._Eu:tr;e.ry· a~ 

/ <·.'e11 ce frctr Frll.iH:e. I am ·enr}oeing <~ trnni,lBtioa of .ll 
· note or Aug;: et C1, 1?44 ·rrotr, th~i-"ol;eiftn 111 nit•tPr, Lie. 

:c:. A. FE'rP.. B[.tll~ confl.t•:nln~hi£':~orcl co:ntontef,tlgnof-­
f,ctic'JPt 1 C:•, 1944. PtA tine- that thP Doni:JlC'en U.overn:nP.nt 
wou1 J_ :Jls,) nceei1t childre.il -fro~_: .... Ht.(nffiry··~. -~ · 

• . =--· ~ .- ...... ~-- -' 

-~R~Jlp¢~'1~-f~·\ ty-.:";,~ivr_~'i. 

Ar1c~r~l:l '~~ ~- u:o:novn_nj "II_ 
- Seeond~f'E'.erehry"-'~Jf.-_:::~ml:Jii~~~t~ 

~:-EnciOBureg 
· ~late of Au:tuet 31; 1\144 
F"i 1 e ··no . a4.'l 

• AEif:rtlrh . 
Oza1id to.Depnrtment 

,~- --~-

.. -J<DE~SSIFIED. . . \ . 

. ·. ·-• Stat$ Dept. ~tter, 1:11·7J • -.• .• 

.. &~H.Pad~~~!\&~;$iP l3)~lf 
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Enclosure no. 1 to accompany. despatch no, ~ ot 
September 5, 1944 from the American Embaeey~udad Trujillo, D.R. 

Mr. Ambassadors 

· I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your atten­

tive note no. 89 dated August 14 of the preaent year re­

garding the efforts to care for orphan children abandoned 

in $urope by which Your Excellency informed my chancellery 

that the Department of State had informed you that in view 

of the situation in Hungary and the recent declaration of 

Admiral Horthy that hie government would suspend the de­

portation of and grant exit permits to a~l Jewish children 

offered asylum out~ide Hungary and would appreciate it if 

you could be advi<'ed if the Do~ican Government wo~ld 

desire to extend its ofrer in principle to children from 

Hungary as well as to the childi:'en ..fro.IJlC.'FI'-Snce, 

·'"" Y6ur Excellency adds in the note referred to that de-

tailed plane on the 1mmigrat-1i)n"-of· refugee children to the 

Dominican Republic have not yet been developed and that i~ 

the event it should later be neceuary to develop such plans-·· - -----­

it would not be done without previously consulting my gov~rn-. 
ment, 

I am honored to inform Your Excellency that as the 

Dominican Government did not 1make a dil!tinct.ton 1ri"the 

national! ty of th~ children which-r~--~t ~e,o~ive th!re 

is not inconvenience that they. should a"lso proceed~ from ,,, 

Hungary, 

- -----;, '_ ;C' 
I take this opportunit~. to re.i terate to. Yqlir,i!:xe.elHmc;·. Y' 

assurance of my 

. A :;;:1iE~ 
-i' 

•.• ---!~~~~~; 
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CONTROL. COPt 

J.?oroi~ri •.. inistor Po1iil ButllQ_§t~tos that 
thoro will bo n;J ~Jbj<'lot1-m.~.,in ]riildvJ.o t<J in;. 
cludiw_: childron·1);-o:·J llv.n._;ar;,r and t1iat ire \'/ill 
send i.lo a rwto to;tliUt ofi'oct. -

.,__._._,.:,.,... 

~4g _ 
..::OB:lon:one- _I 



. ·~·~::sv'Z· ~:Ar··';"''l ~ l'.l ,, 

D_:~~i:.-t\J.~-'-~-rr_,_e~1 t: ~- E' 
l'J44 ... ,, 



500 other Jewish refugee~ alleged to be in the capital 
and vicinity "nomneting with Dominican enterprises" 

Pena Beille also once more broupht up the question 
of !Jnanish refugeee (my telegram no. -368 of August 7, 1944 
and previous correecondence) remarking, albeit with a 
certain amia.bili ty, on the-- c~mcellation of the Prnama.nian 
vi~ae ae having been done at the instance of the American 
GovernmFnt,, and comnlaining that the Governments of other 
Ceribbean eountriee and ~.exico now are willing to t<•ke 
"only the good ~nee. leaving ue with the bpd ones". 

It iP clear therefore th~ hi" viewr;: on our current 
-"1ettere of protection" project are bsi-ng considered in 

relation to the refugee problem ae a whole, insofar as the 
lstter affects the Dominican Renublic. It is inevitable 
thE-t thifl E'hould be the caf'gJ", --and~I h&p.e-therefore that 
the foreu·oing may be useful a~bPckground in rmch further 
c:onversations as may be held. >Jith Ambee!!edor- Copello. 

In general 1 t hns beeif:Preiiident TruJillo 1 !! policy to 
f"O e_long 1~ith us on all of these matters, but the Ji··oreign 
Minister ie now a-rparently asking: himself sueh questions 
a~:, ~ll1y doe!'n't the United Statee ieeue letters of protec= 
t1 on; Why 1e- the Dominican Government ·si~1gled out. for _the'-~--=--=-------­
e:xperiment when it hal! alrePdy done more than most American 
RP..,ublic:s on behHlf of' refugees. et cetera. 

Aleo the Foreign Mini!'ter apparently doee not clea~ly 
underet&nd t·hc;t r.rocedure can b2 H1opted _!'PPpecting a.;Ypli­
catione for the proposed "lettere of prOtection" and how 
they can be delivered to the individuals concerned ~rith.out 
encouraginr.; a renew'l of the flagr~mt nb_ueea of a :f'_ew- yef1re 
ago. -

I shall renort further es- soo:n-~;i, :th1'l 'F-oreign 1Unistel' 
has conf!ulted ~~1th President Trujillo. - - · · 

BRIGGS 



TO 

FROM 

Mr. Lesser-

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

J. W. Pehl e 

v 
While I was in Nev1 York, J. N. Rosenberg of 

,/ 

the JDG hsnded I!le the following note: 
I 

~--

)1There are outstanding s.bout lOOO 
Dominican :oassports -- all vs.lid I 
believe. I also think it possible 

· that Trujillo migltt-issue~ blanket 
passports for those 4000. This 
deservEE study and could be explored 
by .Avra l'iarren or the·ne'\>1 excellent 
Ambassador Briggs. This only tenta­
tive for your consideration." 

J. W. Pehle 



J'ROK& uerlO&II lall&aaT, Cl11Q4 !n,tUle 

'lOa S.oreta17 of Stateo Vaallinctoa 

.. 
I Val hfuull by the roretp MWatBI' that the Ooloabta Consul at 

B81'D h merely 1n oharge ·of DollllDtoan arohl"'ea and h not a bona f1do 
ropreaentaUve of ll!)miJlilllm interests in Svitlel'1and. Vith turttzer 
retere.oe to the Department's tol8BI'am of~ 1'1,1944. lfo •. aoo and in 
viav o:r the above0 the l'ore1BD Minieter 1111'ol'llall7 toM ae that _it wae 
tho intention of the •oretgn Office to sand a note to the Jbbaes,y suggesting 
that the Sviaa IJo.,..l'llliiiiDt be a4naed by tht Amertoan repreaantau.,.. in Bam 
of the Domlntoan CloVQfDI!Ient• 1 tnttntlon-to aooeilt a-"111D.liiWll of 1,000 .retugH 
childriiD and the ux1mwa of 2,000. - :rt·vaa·"iidded by ·the J'orei~ Mtnt.eter 
that the note would aiao auaeat 'that U !101114 appreotate the American 
aoftl'nlllant'a acoept111lf reaponelbllit;y tor tho isauanoe of the nau lt 
'h1• 1e agl'eeable to n. Aa 110011 as wo1ul.w raoehed an official oct_IDl1lll1oaUon 
to \hh etfeet• ve will lntol'll the Deparuent

6 
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ORIGitfAL TEXT OF .'1'EL'l!QRAJ( SEN! ·· · 

ri\ab se~niotllq Qt st~toe; w-~l:tltiat~ . , .. 

TO• ~rioan liab;~ot/~\i~M ~31Ji• •.··· . 
DATBIU · M8;r 17, 1944 



JIOMa Aaertc~u ~~bRifYo 01udFA !tuJillQ 

TOr f.ltor<~tt\).'J' Of l.lb.te~ Vashir.gtoa 

DA'llll& If~ 4, 1944 

Nlllthla 219 

' 
WUh nten11.oe to 3)nJ.l>"I'QBelltDa April 1& olroular 

-alrpam 1i'tu'llip Qftlo~t intQiJ!ed Z:.bl!.eey tl!is m!)mng 

thafs lleah1oaa Chnruaafs weu14 nollft a auiiiWII ot 

b.& stated. tl\o.t pt•!.Yii-h '~Jiiltii.Hil~ ea'bait!ir.Gd by the 

a tat$ 110Uld tm :Ml.'l'l or-_ tMll· 

--·· - - .-.· 

oosaeo0yo Ab~o•• Alratllo Berill~~r~~ ~Siio~rl.dl!·~c·~e~ i04•1• I.U&hla~ 
Jieuero Lqzi'eJ:dg lfaaa0iHU.ao»oHatkllc lloOo~ l'ellak(,~~.i>JJar,.yt> S.ltho Sttw\~ 
llaho lt~~o~~~~··~·~~,~-~9)~~-:~~··- - ; .-_ - - - ·· 
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•••••• UUCT!).~F ATHf.ittM~ 

W{tli 1).n'thnr r"<3f,<J-t~t;!nC£~. ~tn -·ihu llt?Pfir·-tfaofl~t t s e.trci1_li.U' 
-'.i' il'gl'~~r: of }:t;_IlUR~'~-: 20 .. -.-7 ··p·.i~.• :;_. _M.;.l·:~ 10)-Jt'h_ifo~~H ;£1t 

-)r:tJ~,fi-!Ji:tu::~ti.onl~ CHi rufug-~·¥ nitt·~~~'s-l _you ~l:·t· lni'Ori'itt_,~_:~*~~m.:t. 
t,i1e Dopsu·t;i.;,(;n:t h!:.o_ nor; ~u0:~oi~k0d'· thG ·.Ani~J:~C?-<i collt:H.:lSr 
~iff.tcara in Sw:it::inrlo.~lt\ -t.c\" iD_aue-~p· t-o _fqu.t·~_thoUHatv1_qtit1t~. 
:J.Ic.rnig:rntion- ~-sna t-o ref.llg;;.>~: ch~~\h~~~l;..q_j.;. -~Q ~i~t-~all )/enrs 
of 05~ ···;·ii-.~;Q\rL-_ T~~~.t·<.:l t0 i~?_1).jSi~P.~_-.i~~~-~~-~~r ·9£; .. _ - .­
statelena ~-tatus 1 - to ~~on:o_ r-~lnt:~yG~ ·:rf1sidipg_ -_iJ.l- ailfrmy ,-· 

. ensey~controll~c1 or· o<iouplcd i;grr:ttvt·y · r)r t,o the 
E,va:!Jability of nann.u o~: b~na_portation t11 the O'titted 
St.atea. ThB ;·llll'11f.?£J¥ \.Jf-_:t~.hi~ ~~ut~o~~~.i,oti -is·(~--­
fadliatate the ,llllC-l!pe -to Sl'llt!l9rlnrnfo.f orphaned OI' 

s)Jandon,;d ch:L1dren by g:iving aa~ururli:(IS, to "tlie 5'ili6s · . 
G-ov.&:t'tL~'n,~ut that. theee -ch:iltt~tn:--w--11J:.- r...~;:t "l-:.amill in S~i:tzer .... 
land af~~r thi~ t~.rr:d:U~.'t~.oti- Of hoSt iii ti~s···_in J;t,trl:'pa ~-
The author:I.Zati()n contains provisions:t'or the·col!t:!.nuud 
ret"!&'l<tl o£ the- vi~aas'_t\ntil auch time. as adequate-: 
transport.atlor: f'Mil:J.t":l~tl c!;o the. United -st.S.tea OO"' 
coiM · aw.:l1a,bl" • Pd\FRts: soilrc<'t~-lmve post<}d l:lom:-----
with the Atto,t:noy Gil!;m~lt! or the Unitoo S~tea 1;0 . 
assure th.ts {lov&>:•naont thid) t!w Jroi\l:l.grirting" ch;tl!ken wil,l not 

h-aoome }'ll.lbl!t\ charg{)ti~ ... · ' < ·_.· . _·_.· .. -•· .• -.• -_ . .. • . . .• ' .. 

I£ tli~r& al:e privatll!.age~doa in thero-lmtiy t,o whlch y<m 
e.ro aoor<~dit-ed wi11ing £md abl~ cto uildo;-take ·!I 1->ioiJI'am for the 
~.are· ofr{'fuf;IJ~ ·child1·enl· the'Wru.' 1Re:f'1),w,,J B{!ltra i~ confitletit . 
i;hat lt, can !<c'lk!>-_a:n:angen:-vnts • t{l _pl'C)vido .th e agencies l'lith 

. ad£·gy.aw f@.fls i'or thlll!Uiint$nanc.:.:, eduoo 'fmli'ara of as:-
lliaizy children'as the -Gov;errlment of tha~ca uJ,dc.he wU~inr; 
to admit,; , _ Sho\tld it prove neceaaary, fund _. . .. ~doubte<D.y h" 
avnilabl0. to m!<ett."ilt1ajxn:-tatlou expanae.a from Swit!J-'JrlaJ'\d to 
t.h:.it eQ:mrt.l'S ._-: -· · - .. · · 

I 



l· 

suit.nble transportation 1acilitiea fro~n SrritilerThnd-to H~ 
''"''"t_ry b6r.'OIM R'ffi:IJ.able ,- -Tha • Go-vel'l1ncnt may be infol'Jr,r;c:' -
tiv>'' t<p~~:l ~} l'•~m·f;f,,;n"l;e_t;i.fe o£. the lVm' Ref.'ug<'o Bo-!U'd- at•aa;, /l to 
u,,,_ Amorte···t• 1~t:la1,ioP. ~n g,rn 1d1:t ro g~u!d to cooporat·a Rith 

- tb clip1c"n~-t:i;, and 0c>n2ular officers ot' the other_ All!Srienu Re, 
; , ' · _,_ ''-:1 -'<>1:i. ,,_,., 5,n «1:t.:othnr 't'dilgeo roat.terll!- -

L- ·;,~_. ~L .' -·-~ ''' . _.-: 'H:t~:~-~~l~:- ~·~}'{]'+.h.:;;_~- .t!·,..:L~-- ::.l:g_~; :"~~: tj_;;.;-.~ :- -':~~ l 

·:-: .. ::\'3..~'-t_.\~ ;-,:~:-~:_, ,:t1 .:·i·· +[<~ 1?~)'-':-:-.rni~:-r~··.i:t ·to.Y1Jit!}t_:-ye;.,,,_--.r:f~ i_(,- · 
~. ·,y_., -i ~-- ~.,;. tnu. ~l\'l~rh::~:~ :t~i'-r.:h±:!xb:-~·n ~:r-t _ J.t~ ·;.-rr.-=1T;\1'f.rt t.·> -;_ ~\::·1\:-

-~--

- -~--' 

-l!ks--ckur.di>y- (tcir.tti~ sac 'Y)• AhrillOrason~ Ait~in, ·Belorist,:tri, Cobil,• 
D,iiBc}i£,; :r.d.e<IlliS.n_; Ga13ton; H6del,;I$ugh.l,tn, ~~sl'r; ,t.Uxiora

1
·1farin, .. 

. l.le.Jmqn:, !&Irks, Mc(lormaok, Paul, Pelll.e,' l"cillakil. Ri.iiila,. 88l'go;yj $mithii 
St&r,dish, s.-~ewart) 'il~~s.ntaitl, u. P.<JJhit.e,:Files, ·.· · ·· · ··. 

-·-. 
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UNITED STATES OF />.MERICA 

..-' 
Ciudad Trujillo, D. R., March 27, 1944 

No. 1.6,35 
1 
Subject: Doninican Foroi3n Office Note 

Concerning Rescue and Relief of 
Victins of ~nemy Oppression. 

Tho Hc1nora ble 

Sir: 

T!w SOC"Otar~r or State 
wa;hinGtou, D. c. 

With reforonoo tc> tho Dopartnent 1 s circular 
airc;!"ll!l of~uary_J_q.l.. 1944 7 p.n. and the 
]nbassy' s tll!",S'Ttlrl no. 04' orl!'ebruary 4 J 1944, 
10:30 a.n., with rcEard to tho P:!.'6sident•s 
:Lxoc•J.tive Order is:.Juod January 22, 1944, esta!J­
lis¥ini!: nossures to rescue tno victir.l&.of enony 
0ppresslon, I have tJ:te honor to enclose a copy­
aad translation of .i.P.-,reit;n Office note no. 7164 
dated Larch 20, 1944 in ruply to th<;> )!:l'lbassy's 
:'!e:-1ora:1d•x1 of Je.nusry Jl, 1944. · 

Respectfully Jours, . · 

.. <f •. f1. ·~~-· 
a. li:Warren · 

Bnclosures: 
'l·· ~- f~'.~o.}··.Y- .. ::~·---·- •. '- .. 

848 
., ;> HOR;eog 

Copy of Forei,G~ cirf'iae hot.e- ,. -.... 
Translation 'jf Foreign 
Office note,!; 

• f 

co 
,J:. 
c 



AIR M'IIL 

Enclosure no. l to despatch no.1:2.1i, dated J..;uroh 27, 1944 flrom 
the A.r:~erican Enbassy, Ciudad Trujillo, D. R, 

':ll!:?UBLIC,\ DOJ.iLUCAHA 
3~Clr~~.:J.tLA DS ssr.rADO 
D::: n~L.cCIONi>S .-':X'.!'ZRIOn:~s 

~7164 

Scjlor :O:!:lbajudor: 

Ciudad 'rl:'u.jillo, D.s.n. 
20 de r182'ZO de 1944• 

Ton_3<1 el honor de acusar recibo del. :.iornorandum 
so~ctido a ni Cancilloria por csa ililbajada on focha 
Jl C.o e~o!'a dol uno en curs•>, on ol cual Vuostra 
i:x<Jolcnciu so s1rvo traascribir la declaraci6n hecha 
por Su Exccle,lciu el Prosideate de los ;i;stados Unidos 
0:1 1•1 Or don ;~j 0cuti vu pr•mulgadu ol 22 dol nos y alio 
an1;os c 1. tbd<Js, 01~ el sontido de LJ.UO la politics dol 
Gooiorno ,<Jwricano es te:~d•)nte a aplicEtr todos las 
::totlid3.S .q•.to est6:1 a su al·canco paru re sea tar las 
vict~_:..,g_s do la o.r:rosi6n eneuii_Sa ~ue cst6n on inr:1inente 
_:leli~ro de r•merto o de otra I~'inora aJlonaza:das, 'J ex­
te!lder a estns. v1ctii3as tod.) alivio y sooorriJ posible, 
ccl!'J7lati bles ooa una satisfactoria C>rosecuci6n de .la 
c;uorra; 8.!\ade Vuo stra 3:xcelenoia que dioha Orden . 
establece un :io._;;Joiotdo Especiill-1 para ejecutar osa: 
polit~cu, y que ado!2lis area la Junta d-e- Ref.ugiados 

... 

do Guc:-ra .inte~rada _por la·s Secretarias· de··- Estad-_0, 
TeS,1!''' :' Guerra, la oual es~ direotar'le!lto res:ponsable 
de asolu:::-ar qu.e la :9':il1tic-<~:.anunciad:e:-t1'lnga una f'oliz 
realizaci5n. ·"'"si!:lisi:~o· a(iroga""Vuest!'_a Exce1J>noia 'lUe 
Su :~xcelencia el Presidento .. "de los -l!:stados \Jnid<>s lla 
doclT!"&.d<1 'lUO c;mtabti con.J.a_~CQ<?pcracion de todos los 
'1i•r1bros d.o lao :;a:qi.-u(:JS. U1iidas J donas ,s.1b;ier:nos para: 
llevar a cc:.bo osa ·uiri·cn 0 inyort!inte' tarea,- y---q;ue -'-·' 
l!ariu uso de las fao.llidades exist0ntos.en los DGoar'­
tn!'1,.J:1tos do }~st.atL1, Tosof~J y Gu0ri-a _ -D~i-6.0-_.sU..ln~lli ... 
a;r-1da e. las v:Lcti!lt~s del E~e en.l&. u~dida r:ras ·ar~LpJ.l.1l---"---_:_ ___ -'c_ _ _c_ __ _:_ ___ _ 

posibleo 

Al llcvar sl o-in(wimiento de Vuostr~ Exoel.;noia. 
12. buena dis-::J,1sici6n en q_uo so oncue:1tra o-1- Gj1biorno. 
Do!:linica:lO para-ooop()rar con la }KJliticu .anuncieda 
por Su ;.;xcelonoia el Prosidonte do leis ii!stados Unidos, 
conplazcol!lo en seiialar riu,e lofl clovados firies que' ·. 
oo11prende" esa 'p0Htioa -odinoideri ·_ con.·la ']_Ue-ha sdguidci 
el Gobierno Doi!linicano· .. desdP .. J.'>,l~fi·~·-" ·•:t.937,. ,cuandq .con-
notivo de la Confere!ieia U:e_Eviarf . Exco:lenoia eJ: . 

-~Pre-sidont-o--T-ru,j-ii±o i)l'-ieil~o a iiuost.r. ,·"1ii\lhg~oi6n en .. 
el senti do de. que nuestro pais estaba eri •o<Ji:tdioiones 
de reoi bir ha$ta' roo, 000 ecuigra!}tos .eu:ropeos, 1\:> cual ·. 
tu.vo un p:dncipio .de. ejecuCi6n al fil'I'!larse.poqo des'-··. 
pues un oontrato oonlaAsociaoi6h.uara-el Establecii­
niento do Colonos, eli la Ropub].ica, en 'Ciiotud. d<3l oual 
una gran . dad de dichos retugiados hail ency:ntra:do 
tiqa a _pr~J~ec<ii6Q._; ' · 

cie ost_a•iJJ?P~tunidad- Pat!l. ;eno:Var. a· 
()iioia;clas·i seguridjides··de "mi"i!llis diStirJ._; 

UV,lL<>.,LU<1~·Ei:OiOii;"/ 
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AIR \MAIL 

Enclosure no. 2 to despatch no • .J.63.i., dated March 27, 1944 from 
tho ~~erican ~~bassy, Ciudad Trujillo, D. R. 

(Translati<lll by::rcn) 

Doninice.n Republic 
Department of State 
for t'!!'oroi.ca Affairs 

Ciudad Trujillo, D.S,D. 
l.larc!t 20, 1944 

'>' Mr •• \nbassador: 

I 

I have tho honor to a?!C'JOWled<!O ttfo recoiDt Of 
tho :·10morandUIJ subuittod to n:r lor;ign Office b;r _that 
&:tbsssy on January Jl of this ~rea!' in which Your 
Excollonc;r is coed 0:10U(;l! to tl'llnsor i bo t;lo .doclara­

·ti·Jns !:!ado by His ;.;xcellenc:r t!t>J ~"resident of tho United 
St.stos i~1 tho ~;xoc•1tivo Orde!' pr.1mulc:atod on tho 22nd 
of tho no!!th 1'1:1d :roar l10:JtL>ned a bo'To to tho effect 
thB.t the polic~r of the United States of A..'!!erica is to 
take sl 1 l'l'lasur•Js wi til in l ts '!:lo·vor to rescue tho vic­
tilns of onol'l~' opprossio.'1 .who ~ro in ir:u~inont dan;ier of 
do at!: .-,r :Jtl,orwiso tllroatenr,d a ~ld til afford· such vic-
til:IG 3ll 0ossi ~lrJ r0licf' und 8.3sistancc c\·Jnsistent 
with tht;, Successful nros,JC 1J.t.k1n ~·n"' tho w·ar; Yo~! 
.:::xc9Uonc:r adds tltat- said ;-,ri:T~r ostablis!Hs snocial 
eoyor:mentqJ cracllinor :r 1' <>;::' <Jxeeu.t in~ this p<Jlicy and 
tl1at i. t i'u::::"tlli3r.t:l~.Jre or~ a tee a ·~1e.r RefL1..300 ao~rd cDn­
sisti:JG of the l:lecrotarios ·or St.ate,Jr.flaS•J.ry and \[ar 
wh'i0h is char~od with <iirc~c-t.,.&esponsibili ty in seeing 
tllet tho ann<JU'lCCJd p\)liey is- carried out: --Your :.:;xcol­
le'lcy also adds that '_His Exuolloncy the ?resident· of 
the Uai ted States ilas stu.t.ed,-Uttit he ox-ooctod the 
coo::>e:-:-stion of all. m(3nbers -.-if t!1o United l!stihris aitil 
Other 30V0rn:1•3nts in carrying OU.t thiS dlff'fCiilt and 
i>:Jp<Jrta!lt tf"sk a:td tl1at he w.wld 1:1ako us·e ·of the exist­
in::; facilities of t11e State, Treasur~r and War Depart.,­
flonts to fu.rnisll aid to Axis victims· t\J the >fulle-st 
extent p<>ssib1e. 

On infort'llne Your Excel:J,.ency of tllo i'avorable 
dis:_:>osi tion of the Do:'linican Govornntmt to cooperate 
with the policy announced by His Excellency .the Presi­
dent of tho United :3tates_ I take pleasure in pointing 
out that tho hi'gh :!loti vesi of. that _p,)l_icy coincide with: 
those •vhich have !:Jean f'ol'low~d by- the Dominican Govern'-' 
nent since tho year l9J7 lVlrefic·on-t-t~ rJccasion of t-ho 
Evian Conforeuide His :::ixce.l],op£Jyc.J>f~~:Or;._t·,Tr,uj.i;tio-' L1- . 
s-tructod ·our del0 gati,in t<J the e:t'.fo'ct·'that our_ country .· 
W8S prepared. tO I1G CGi Ve U_I)-tO _100 I 000 )'~U!'dpoan 0J:JigraqtS 
and whi ell began to bo pu;t' into :practice with tl10_ g:ieni.ng 
a short time af'ter'ward of' a 6;-Jntr.act \vi th the _Jlssocia.:..- ., 
tion for the_ E:stablislunont of Colonists in the Ropubll(l 
by virtue of' w!Jioh a g!'_e{1t.· nunber of said rofJ.Igoes· have 
found adoq_ua~o protection; · · 

:(take advan'tage flf<tt<is <>pp;rtunity to 'ren~w to· .. 
Y<JUr Excellonpy. tll.e assur.ailces :or tny mc>st dfstiriguishod 

_ 1;_;0o_nsi9-~·rai;iO~~~-~--- · ·- --· __ :_~-·-· ·. - ___ <, __ ~- -

/s/l,i~· P~li~~ B~til~ 
· ~~;a~?<"J~~;~;K _ -·•·-··· __ ··._.__ ' : · · 

.. · Amqassa.dor ~trao;rd_ina'I>i a.nc1 •nanJp9ten:t;fary 
·. of thirUnited. States ;of,Jiinerfca ·•·-··.:. · .· . 

Ei:.lBASSY . . > >.i' r 
• :.;~o~:: • 
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