CD&? QA if‘-‘ c'x".f'-z':'( 6/2@ G() vaerning. (l'-r M\r\ Aﬁ""\f/nl\f 3 b"“‘\l"”b"faw., fe M.L{IIQ
‘ we e £




Dominicen Republic

(Source of information: Files of State Department, Visa
- Division, Refugee Unit)

(1) A fifty-eight page printed report entitled
#pield Investigation of Settlement Potentialities Exlstent
on Select Lands in the Dominican Republic! has been prepared
for the President's Advisory Committee on Political Refugees.
It may be advisable to obtain a copy of this report.

~ (2) A survey conducted by the Brookings Institute
on refugee settlement in the DominiGan Republic indicates
that estimates as to availability of Dominican areas for
refugee settlement have been somewhat exeggerated. A copy
of certain excerpts from the report- subpitted with a letter of
Abba Hillel Silver of the Ameriéan Zionist Epergency Counsel .
to the State Department on November 23, 1943 1s attached,
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REFUGRES SAID
TOLIKETROPICS

New Dominican Republic Gon-
sul Tells Of Colony

Tite Dominican Republic's large
agricultural colony for European
refugees, which now includes 4,000
natives of German-occupied na
tions, will be continued and ex-
panded after the war, Miguel A,
Herrera, new Dominican Consul in
Baltimore, said yesterday.

S%?or Herrera, a former judge
of the Appellate Court in Santo
Domingo, said the colonists, .who
began to arrive in May, 1930, at
the invitation of President Rafael
Trujillo, have adjusted themselves
very well to tropical farming.

Has Own Newspaper

The colony, composed of hoth
Jewish “and non-Jewish families,
has its own newspaper, power plang
and school facilities, and raises

+ food crops and cattle, he reported.

Many of the refugees have learned
i Spanish voluntarily and under ne
pressure from the Government, he
said.

The almost complete amitonomy
of the colony and the facilities pro-
vided by the Dominican Republie
have pleased many refugees so
much that they are determined to
remain as citizens-after the war,
Sengr Herrera said.

At the -international conference|
on refugees’ problems at Evian,
France, in 1938, President Trujillo
offered asylum to as many as 100,
000 political refugees and guaran-

teed equality for everyone as well
as religious tolerarc: R
President Donates Lands

The chief executive set aside
26,000 acres of his own estates near
Sosua on the northern coast of
the island close to the ancient ety
of Isabella, which was founded by
Columbus’s crews and from which
stemmed the explorations of the
Spanish conquistadores. Later, Tru-
Jillo ad#¥® 50,000 acres of his
lands. -

The lands given to the refugees
extend from the Atlantic Ocean to
the mountains of the interior, and
include .thousangs of agres of roll-
ing -pasture land. The colony is
near the=large Atlantic port of|
Puerto Plata and has a temperate|
climate throughout -the year, the|
consul said.

Compeled: in the early months
of the settlement to live in tem-
porary barracks, the- colonists now
are housed in stone and wooden
houses with modern plumbing fa-
cilities, Senor Herrera reported.
The colonists are helped in estab.
lishing themselves. by the Domini-
can Republic Settlement Assccia-
tion, which will eventually be reim-
bursed by income from the lands.

Near Haitian Border

-Senor Herrera said President
Trujillo was settling the area near,
the Haitian border which previous-.
Iy was almost deserted because of;
the bloody riots which. cecurred
between Haitians and residents of
the Dominican Republic several
ago}

Relations between,
neighbor republic:
lent; he reported, - .

The new consul, whiowpido ygars
old and speaks EngliSh oniy slight-

iti and her]
are excel-

Iy, said he would set himself toft
learning it at once. B
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EXTRACTS FROM SURVEY CONDUCTED BY THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION

ON REFUGEE SETTLEMENT IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC,

In Fehruary, 1939, the representative of -San Domingo on the Inter-
Governmentel Committee announced that his country wae prepared to admit
gradually 100,000 refugeés. A Commlission wes sent to San Domingo
shortly thereafter, end early in 1940 the first settlement was
founded at Sosua. B} July, 1942, four hundred seventytwo settlers
hzd arrived in Sosua, of whom only two hundred eighty—-one were
elther gettled on the land, or in a more ggﬂless advanced stage of
preparation for settlement. The report has the foITﬁwing to say about

their position:

"Exieting refugee population has notyet been digested. The
arable area of the present colony is not sufficient to support
arrivals to date. As now organlzed .and .constituted, the
colony will require strong financidl support for—an indefinite
perlod, Until a gelf-sustalning mode of life has been
organized and sufficiently established to assupre a reasonable
degree of success for the existing refugee population, the
projeet partakes more of refugee relief then refuges géttleémert.
Unlees the refugee can be firmly established on his own, in-
dependent of continuing subsidy, the attempt must be regarded
as both an ineffective means of settlement and an extravagant
form of relief." (P,332,) : :

"In two yearse of settlement. activity , , ., , less than one-tenth

of this capacity (of about 5,000 settlers for the whole of :

San Domingo) have been moved into' the Repub%ic; and at that

the colony is overcrowded," (P. 332,)- B S P
N e N ,:7_7'," N Ve

The prospectes of the Sousa settlement wére @iscussed by ‘the

President of the Settlement Association, Dr. Jamed J;'Roéenbeig,;in a
public statement on February 156, 1940, when he sald that: ;

"In the Sosua region there are hundreds of thousands
additlional acres, largely Government owned, of fert
veloped land with room for many thousands of settlers,
a sparsely settled district on the North Central: Coast,
needes large-scale settlement, " R Y

Vith this, should be comparedthe following stateménts
in the report: . . : AR R e
. l'AQQorg-ing B

T
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"According to the 1935 figures, it would sppear thet the
‘denslty of populstion per squsre mile is 77. This is one-
eixth th-t of Puerto Rico, one-third that of Halti, two-

thirde that of El Salvedor, and approximntely the same as

that of Cuba and Guatemala, It is greater than in any cf the
other independent States of the Weetern Hemisphére

('Annario Estadistico,' 1939, Vol. 1, page 334). Com-

parative figures for population density, however, can be
misleading unless coneiderstion is given to feectors such

as topogrsphy, soll and rainfall conditions, degree of
industrielization, size of near-by trading aress, political
ties, ond direct or indirect economic aid for affiliated
political divisions, ‘'Over-populstion' is an expression used
to designate z complex of economic factors, only one of which =-=
end not necessarily the principal eiggle fseter =~ concerns the
actual number of people living ons& sguare mile of land.

"If ruwel population alone be taken info consideration, we
find thet the Dominican Republic, .with an average of €8 per square
mile, has e greater density than many”dth®r comparsble tropical
areae, Cubs has 62 pergons pér sddare mile in the rural die-
tricts, and all of the Central American countries except El
Salvador have less than 68. Thie _shows the inaccuracy of the
etatement frequently made that the Dominican-Republic is a
relatively thinly populated and undeveloped country, It does
not suffer eeverly from over-population as Hzifi sznd Puerto
Rico do, but it cennot be sald to have a great amount of

unoccupled lend for new immigrante, Its capacity to-absorb-—-
newcomers 1s further limited by the fact that 1t does not have
large urbsn centres which furnish markets enabling rural
areas %o supvort exceptionally lerge populations, The pop-
ulation of the Dominican Repuiblic is over eighty eer per cent
rural ("Annuerio Estedistico," 1938, Vol. 1. pp. 125 ff. for
subsequent data), and in view of the considerable areas which
are unsulted to cudtlivation or pasture, the density per square
mile of tillage or otherwise ugable land 1§ high," Pp, 83/85.)
v : ;

"Estimates indicate that only about. cent of the total
national area ie sulteble for cropping, “edd thé native pop=.
ulztion”1ls currently increasing at a rate which will require:
2ll idle or unused arable acreage for its-own . subsistence
within the next five to ten years (Dominican population is RO
currently increasing-at the rate of about 3 per cent per: year),
At the present time, the cultiveted land per inhabitant smounts
to but 1-1/2 acres. To maintein even this low ratio in the :
face of an annuasl population increase of around. 50,000 people
demands & net increase in area under crops:of 75,0C0: acres per
year. The available area for expansion, even if raised to -
760,000 acres by shifting cattle from cultivated pasture to-
range land, will be fully occupled in 10 years at the present:
rate by the natural growth of native populstion,  Refugee

settlers are now being allotted 5 acres of ara le>la'd2“”(pp;525/é,
b - o . 'fs,*,;"Thé'f'%‘?;""' -
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"The population of the Ceribbean islands is not only
incréasing rapidly, but there is conesldersble evidence thot
effective production of the ares ig not keeping pace with
this increase, In other words, the indications are that

per cepita production available for the support of the pecple
1e decreasing; the people are becoming relatively ang
actually voorer; and stendards of living for whitee 2nd
colored zlike are declining. The social unrest and dleturbance
of recent yeers in a number of islands 18 but a reflection of
the sgqueeze thue applied by rising numbere in 2 ststic or
feltering sconomy." (Pp,  48/7.

"There is & grave quBstion as to whether the future of the
European refugee can be mede gecurusby transfer from one
arec of populstlon preczure to another; from=an area of
political pressure to an area of economic breesure, each
equally ruthlege ! )

The report does say, howeﬁe;;'$héti

"By proceseding gradually it might vltimately be possible to
settle from 3,000 to 5,000 immigfante’ in the Republic, and

i1t might eventually be possible to take care of an additional
humber in @ndustrial undertakinge." (P, 341.)

As regarde the cost of settling o unit (a "unit" consists st
present of about 1.4 persons; the report emvisages the possibility
of a unit comprising 2 persons} this is not $1600., ee planned,

but £3,000,, exclusive of the cost of the land, which is estimated

at about $600. per unit.
"Thie is, of course, a very rough messure’ unit fost, but 1t is
. S Sl

one that tends to understate rather thaﬁ>overstéfefthe actual - -

cost." (p.19.)

On the question of modern white colenization in theftropics,

the report stetes:

"At best, the risk remains high,rfor we stillrﬂa§e'uﬁcdnquer¢d ;
disease, the unsolved mysteries of climatic and raclal -influénce-
_upon white settlers." (P4, - B o

Finelly, as to yhe future of a white settlement in;thigrpért

of the world, the following excerpt 18 of interestt "i ﬁﬂ" -




(copy) -4~

"In the Dominican Republic the proportion of whites hag
declined from somewhere between 70 and 80 per cent in
1783, to 13 per cent in 1935,

"Here i¢ arising tide of colour that must inevitably
engulf any but the most carefully prepared and protected
vhite settlement," (P,46,)
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Enelosure no. 1 to accompany. despateh no, ga% of
September 5, 1944 from the American Embasey, Ciuded Prujillo, D.R,

Mr. Ambassadors : lue

+I have the honor to aeknowledge recelpt of your atteri-
tive note no. 89 dsted August 14 of the present year re-
garding the efforta to eare for orphan children abandonéd .
in Europe by which Youp Excellency informed ny chancellex‘y.
that the Department of 9tete had informed you that in view
of the situatlon 1n Hungary and the recent deglaration of
Admiral Horthy that hie government would euspend the de—
portation of and grant exit permits to all Jewlah children
offered agylum outeide Hungary and woula appreclate it ir
you could be advived if the Doq;pican Government would
deeire to extend ite ofter in principle to chlldren from
Hungary as well as to the children from¥France, ) )

Your Excellency addeviﬁ fﬁ:)note_réferre& to that de-
tailed plane on the immigrafion"or refugee children to the
Oominican Republic have not yet been developed and that in
the event it shoula later be necessary to develop such plansf
1t would not be done without previously eonsulting my govern—
ment ., ’ ‘

I am honored to inform Your Exoellaney that as the
Dominican Government did not,make a dietinction 1n the

hationality or the children whioh‘if

18 not inconvenience that,thay.ehould'alsbréybééen

Hungary.
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Page two =397 fro.. Ciud. ¢

ROO other Jewlesh refugees alleged to be in the canital
and vicinlty "competing with Dominican enternrisea a

Pefia Bptlle also once more brought up the queation
of Spanich refugees (my telegram no. 368 of August 7, 1944
and previous corresnondence) remarking, albelt with a
certaln smlability, on the‘c)ncellatian of the Prnsmanlan
vietag a8 having been done st the instance of the Amerlecan
Government, sand complaining that the Governmente of other -
baribbean vountrlee and kexico now are willing to tuke

"only the good ones, leaving ue with the bed ones®.

- It 1ie clear therefore that his views on our current
*lettere of protection" project are being considered in
relation to the refugee problem as a whole, insofsr as the
lstter affecte the Dominican Republie. 1t ie inevitable

thet thies ehould be the casg, and~I hepe-therefore that
the foregolng may be useful ae~bsckground in such further
conversations as mey be held with Ambseegsdor- Copelloo

In general it hag bee"PFedident Trujillo g policy to
go elong with ue on all of these matters, but the Foreign
Minleter ie now apperently asking himeelfl such questione
se, Why doesn’t the United States isrue -lettere of protece

tion; Why 1e-the Vominlcan Government sipgled out. for the
eyperim€1t when .1t hag alrerdy done more than mogt “American
Renublice on behalf of refugees» et ceteranr ;
Aleo the Forelpgn Minieter apperently doee not clearly .
undergtand thst nrocedure can be.adopted respecting anpli-
eationg for the proposed "lettere of protection” and how
they can be delivered to the individuals concerned without
encouraging s renewsl of the flagrant abuses of a few years

- ago.

I shall renort further'es?soon ﬁginreign’ﬁlﬁiéten;
hae consulted with Preeident Trujillo. E Celd e T

T T BRIGGS

848 -
EOB/mg
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE
May 27, 194l
Mr., Lesser”

J. W. Pehle
. Y
While I was in New York, J, N. Rosenberg of

7 v
t?e JDC handed me the following note:

'There are outspanding about 1000
Dominican vassports -- all valid I
believe. I also think it possible

-that Trujillo might-isgue bhlanket
passports for those UODO. This .
deserves study and could be explored
by Avra Warren or thenew excellent
Ambassador Briggs. This only tenta-
tive for your consideration.™

‘J. W. Pehle




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM ERONIVAD

smerican Xabassy, Cludsd Trajille

Searetary of State, Vashingson
Nay 19, 1944 _
. -
I vas inforze by the Foreign Minigter that the Jolombia Concul at
Bern is merely in chavge of Dominican archives and 1s not a bona f£ide
representative of Dominiman interssts in Switseriand, With further
reference tc ths Dapartmontfs tolagram of May 17, 1944, o, 200 and in
view of the above, the Foreign Minigter ihformally told me that 1% wag -
the insentlion of the Poreign 0ffice to mend a note to the Enbassy smggesting
that the Swiss Government be adviged by the American representative in Barn
of the Dominican Governmentis intention_to sccsps s =inlen of 1,000 refuges
children and the maximum of 2,000, - I¥ was*added by “the Poraign Hiniater
that the note would algo suggeat ‘that it would appresiate the American
overnmantis acaspting ve meibility for the ismuance of the visas &f

this is agrecable to 1%, As soon as wo have roceived an official commmication
to this effset, we will inform the Department, - : -

-t

gettucty, Mzenssca, Mestn, Soruaosn, Gui, i, Ttotasn, Gaston, T,

. ‘  Joxford, -anm, Manron, Marks, NoOormack. Pnte - R
W?hﬁtm;"!' , uux..’cgr-& Petle
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Tor - kasrlown Babssoy,
. DATED: . May 17, 19_1;1_.: ‘
—————




PARAPERASW OF TELROBAM RXONIVED
PN  Americen Rubossy, Oluded Prujille
70t Reorstexy of Btete, Washingbon.
DATES Fay 4, 1M4
m 219
, _— :
éith' soforence to 73-‘«1:%50:0““5 Aprllrls oirgular
.airgran Foroign Office informed Embessy this memnb
that Dominican Geverament weuld receivs a miniwun of
1000 refuges children vp. 4’ 16 yoavs-of .gs. 054 & '
mnximum 0f 2000, Upos tl;gi:!: aerival tn this countrye

be stated thot privats $EASItiticng eubsilized by ths

atate would gaks sove . of than.

cotBea’y; Abrahamson,
hip_u‘g' Iuxfoid,




FON 1A TERBONAL AND F
SSADORS AT PANAMA, WABANA, C

£e) - mONTI‘Vﬁ)]fO “AuD

sivginn o
Aemnhd s

officers in Sw.
lmmigration vi

R anamncoutrolleu (738 eco\.pwc: farritory
ﬂaﬂab.’_}.ii,y af

Statge. Ths

fagk 'Liatai.a th

:Sam;t'xmex siamiin In: Sw
land RS &8 in- n;urapa.
The authoriza containg provisicma forithe con‘binut,d
renswal of the- g untdl such time ab ede

! agendies in’ the wuntry to. ghich
“are aeom&i od wﬂling 1 &bl




wle and consgul »afficar

from Switrarla:d to
S g Go"srnﬁen+ ney beinfard
vresantebive of the $or RG"uFen Boaxré ai >
fefiotion {n Bern will b gled b cooperata w1ty

8:0f"-the other Amsrican Ho

athnr refugen natters .




CROSS REFERENCE ON . COOPERATION, WITH, OTHER, GOVERNMENTS
LATIN AMERICAN (DOMINICAN REPUBLI(

Amendment to this License . .

Extension of this License .

Renewal of this License .

Correspond'egce concerning this np'pllcntion

Other (Specify) N
. ==

FOR RELZTIVE MATERTAL

PROGRANS WITH RESPEOT-TO RELIEF 'AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION =
TO SWITZERLAND o TR T
(EVACUATION-OF ABANDONEDCHILDREN:F
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ciuded Trujillo, D, R, March 27, 194}

* [

.

No. 1635
X

Subject: Donminlecan Foreilzn Office Note
Concerning Rescus and Relief of
Vietims of Enemy Oppression.

The Honorable
The Socrotary of Stato
Washlingtoa, D. C,

With reference gn the Department's circular
alrgram of Januarg*g‘ 1944, 7 p.m, and the
Iinbassy's airgram no.LEZfS?JFebruary by 1944,
10:30 a.nm,, with regard to the Prdsident's
Lxecutive Order issued January 22, 1944, estab-
lishing neasures to rescuc tiao victimg of eneny
oppresslon, I have the hoanor to eaclose a COPY ~
@ad translation of Foreign Offico note no. 7164
dated larch 20, 1944 1n reply to the Znmbassgy's
memorandut of Jaauary 31, 1944. -

s>

Respectfully gours,

Y]

A, . Warren’

Bneclosures: PR S
g doadys o T T .
Vj}z Copy of Foreggg_Offiéa noté -
v 2. Translation of Foreign

Office noto.ﬂ ‘-

}

. - <tcéf?! L alas S
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AIR hﬂﬂrL

Enclosuro no. 1 to despatch no. 1635, dated Miarch 27, 1944 from
the American Embassy, Cludad Trujillo, D. R. N

R“ﬁUBLICA DOLLIICANA
3ECRITRIA DR ZSTADO
DJ RELACIONAS SXTERIORIS fn

7164, Ciudad Tpruvjillo, D.S.D,
’ 20 de narzo de 1944

Seilor Zmbajador: .
Tenzo el honor do acusar recibo del lismorandum
sometido a mi Cancilloria por esa ¥nmbajada en fecha
31 de enera del ailo ea curso, en cl cual Vuestra
7~ bBxcelencia se slrve traascribir la declaracién hecha
por Su ¥xcelencia el Prosideate de los istados Unldos
en 1a Orden Zjecutiva promulgada el 22 del moes 'y aiio
antos CitHdOa, er el sentido de que la polftica del
Govlerno Alwricano es teadents a aplicar todas las
nodidas.que eostén a su aleunce pars rescatar las
victinas do la opresidn eneniga fue cstén en . inminente
nelizro do muerte o de otra manera amenazadas, .y €Xx-
tender a estas. victimas todo alivio y socorrd posible;
compatibles con una satisfactoria »rosecucidn de la
guerra; aiade Vuestra Ixzcelencia que dicha Ordea :
estableco un Houuelado Bspac¥®)l pdra ojecutar ecsd
olit;ca,,y que aderiig crea la Junta dw'Refuglados
de Guerra intezrada vpor las Secretarias de’Estado,
Tegorn v Guerra, la cugl os. directamente responsible
de asbrL“ar que la. pdlifica ‘anuntiadg-tenga una fﬂliz
realizacidn.  asinisho agregd®Vuestra: fixcelencia que.
Su ¥xcelencia el Prosiderte.de los Estados. Unidos ha
declarado gue contabs onr'la coonﬂr cion de todos los
mianbros do la
llever a cebo. [ES 5 inrortente
haria uso de 1as 140[11dad"s éxistentes’ cﬂ
tanantos de Eatady, Tasora v Guerra pEYE:” snm n1 trar'
ayuda & las v1ut1qas del ‘Hie.enils. ucd\ua méslanplia_
posidle., :

1z 1820
Donminicano -par
poy Su dxceler
conplézcomo er
caanrendo osa
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Enclosure no. 2 to despatch no.1635 ., dated Maréh 27, 1944
the American Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo, D. R,

(Translation by:lCR)
Doninicen Republic

Department of State
for Woreign affairs

_ : Cindad Trujillo, .D.S.D,
7164 March 20, 1944,

kir. Anmbassgador:

I have the honor to asknowledge the receint of

ho nemorandun subnitted to ny Foreign Office by that
Embassy on January 31 of this rear in which Your
Excellancy fs good enough to traaseribe the declara-
“tions made by His Excellsncy tie President of the United
States ia the fxeeutive Order promulgated. on the 22hd
of the nonth and year meationed above to the effect
that the policy of the United States of Americu is to
take all reasures witiiin its nowor to rescus the vic-
tims of enomy oppression who are in imminent deaager of
death or stherwise throatensd and to afford such vie-. .
tims 211 nossid®lo relicf und sssistance consistent ’
with the successful proscéution of the war; Your:
Sxesllaoncy adds that said orfer ostablishas ‘special.
goveranentgl machinery ror oxecuting thisg policy and.
that it furthermors ¢reates a dar Refugee Bgard con- |
sistiag of the Secretsrics -of State, . Treasury dgnd s
which is charged with'dirgot responsibilit in seeing
that the announced policy 1s carried out: Four. Sxcel- .
lency also adds that His Zxeellency the President-of
the United 3Btates nhas-stated:-that he expécted. the
cooperation of all, mefdbers’ o X

nportant taesk nad fhat'he would meke use 0f the exist=
ing facilities of- the State,  Treasury and ‘War: Depart=-

ments to furaish aid to Hxis vietlms to tHa fullsst
extent possible. . e 2L e e B T

On inforniag Your Bzeells ‘the favbrable 7
disposition of the-Donminilcan Govorment’ tocodperate | -
with the policy: announded His Excellency ‘the Presi-
dent of the United Stetes IHake pleasure ir K
out that the high tiveg; of . that Jlicy.coincide with
those which have been: follo 1 Dominican:Govern
nent since the:year f
Evian Confererce Hig
structed our deloga
was prapared to ¢
and -whiech ‘began to:hs pu
a_short time  dfterward of
tlon for the Establi
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