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FOR: 

SEE: 

-
CROSS REFERENCE ON QQQfmf:J:QlJ. n'fJJ. Q'f~. QQ~MENTS& 

LA'gN AllERICAN (EL SALVADOR) 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewai of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specify) 

FOR MATERIAL RE REQUEST THAT EL SALVADOR AND OTHER LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES BE ACQUAINTED WI'l'li'-FAOTS AND .ASltED TO GIVE SDIILAR ASSUR..­
ANCES TO SWISS GOVERNMENl'icRE'I8SUANCE OF UP"TO' 4,000 IMMIGRATION 
VISAS TO REFUGEE CHILDREN··FROM .. AXIS'TERRITORY ' 

PROGRAMS WITH BESPECT TO RELIEF'&··RESCUE. OF REFUGEESt EVACUATION 
TO_ SWITZERLAND . 

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDl\EN ~~~CE) 
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A.Ulmess~ift·a m.nt 011 i.1!il~lf ot r'fl}:'~ll«~nit!.t1.7ue of 
. the ?',ar· 1\(lfug~DG ~ llllil !1'\l:lfHllB{iM ).'~lating tQ thifl . . 
ormrat:lpn~ of the 1Jou'4 mtould bt.i' t~n up :11'1 J0141' .,,,, 
1·egv,u•li' accout~ts f~r r4tililburser~tn by tb."' Wt~r lte~pe . 
BoA1''l :in 6Q'col'dan«f :;rl;l;h Seotion v .. J.5 of, :the 1i'oreigl1 
Service Regulatig1tfl. · / 

. Please .e\,bra1t by cil'8J'ftl'll col!lplete.ll!Jt. C.ta.U. 
'1116ssage4vl.ticli ,-an ij$ve .~Wnt ~ tht:~te :lnt&t!tst, 
e.JJ stat«~ r~bo-.e, g~v1ng l'llllUbe<":ant\ &tte. · ·· 
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No. 17J9 

UNRESTRICT .Em 

SUBJECT: President's Message to Congress on June lZ. 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 

.,, Washington 

3ir: r, 
With reference to the Depa~ent•s circular airgram 

(date illeglole), regarying President Roosevelt's mesooge 
to Con~ress on June ]&:,, I have the h:mor to report that 
the contents or the messa.J;e YI<Jre a uly conveyed to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ami to the press. 

It was published by Lt~rensa Grafica on July 1. 
Clippings thereof tHti enciosed i'or the DapartmeHt' s infonna­
tion. 

\-' Enclosure 
Clippings 

711 
GG/mdm 

Respectfully yours, 

;, ~ot~ o...eL_. 
d';~~;;-~;ie -d' . 

Ch1:1rge 1.1 1 ; .. rfai res a. i. 



AIR MAIL . . 
i!:nolosura to despatl)h no. 177'1, Clatau July ;; ' 1':144,- l'rym_ 

tile iunorican ,<;rnl:!a~syc~t i:lan Sa,lvauor, il .Jalva~or, on tha 

subjoct: Prasidon~ 1 a·Message to l..ion,;rass on Juri.:> l~. 

------------------------~------------------------------------

(~}'rensa Gra:.f,i,aa --July l, 1}'•4) 

MENSAJE DE MR. ROOSEVELT AL CONGRESO DE EST ADOS UNIUOS 
Junio 12 de 1944. 

El Prcsidente de los Estados 
Unidos ha enviado este dia 31 
Congreso el sigui-ente mensaje: 

··En repetidas ocasiones el Con­
~reso ha expresado su profunda 
i!,quie1ud por la triste situaci6n 
d-e las perseguidas minorias eu­
ropeas .cuyas vidas son sacrifica- ' 
das ct'iariamente en -el altar de la 
tirania nazi. - : 

··Esta naci6n se horroriza ante' 
1a sistematica persecuci6n de in- , 
defensos grupos por los nazis.~ 
Para nos~lros el asesinato sin 
r;rovoca-ci6n de gentes inocentes,! 
Unicamente por diferencia de ra-/ 

~~~ffi~~ig~fs 0 ~~"F~s~opo~~~cop~~J~! 
exi5tir. Desde que los nazis em-, 
pezaron esta campafia. muchos de · 
naestros ciudadanos d·e lodas las 
c.ases sociales y de todcs los cre­
dos poliricos o re!igiosos, han ex-~ 
presado nuestro sentimiento de· 
1 epulsi6n y enojo. Ent-te nosotros 
e'; un asunto en el cual no existe 
11i pcdra existir nunca una divi­
siOn de opiniones. · 

··A medida que la derrota final 
de las Iuerzas hi tlerianas se acer­
cu, la furia de su deseo loco par 
exterminar ·la raza judia en l!:u­
ropa. continUa desmedida. He 
aqui un ejemplo: Muchos grupos 
cristianos tambien esl:ln siendo que nuestra clase de mundo v no, salvado de las garras de la muer­

asesinados. A sabiendas de "que E=l de Hitler es el que prevale-1 te es ..,!2equefio, ante las cantida­

ya han perdido la guerra, los na- cerA. Esta Junta eslfl directa e · des que aun arrostran el p"eligro 

7.is es!im resueltos a cc-mpletar su iPtimamente unida con todo nues-: de extinci6n en territorio aleman. 

programa de exterminaci6n por tro esfuerzo de guerra. I Esto se debe principalmenle al 

masa. Este programa no es mas, "Desde su fundaci6n. la Junta hecho de que nuestros enemigcs. 

c;ue una manifestaci6n del pro- de Refugiados de Guerra, que a pesar de todos nuestroS ruegos 

pOsito de Hitler de salvar de -una cuenta con un personal que tra- y buena voluntad por encontrar 

derrota militar, la victoria. para baja las horas ree-lamentarias. ha asilo y refugio para los pueblos 

los princlpios nazis·- los meros l!evadp. a cabo un ataque directo oprlmidos, in.sisten en su mons-

~~~?~:If~oso ~a~r~~~s g~f!:d~e~~ l ~a=~v~i~~r~f~m~~~~.le~:m;r:; ~·ua~ttv~~~~~ai!~id~~er~~~~c~~~ 
vano. debido, la Junta, por media de turas vi'Ctimas la fuga a lu~res 

··Este Gobierno no sOlo ha ex- sus representantes en distintas de seguridad. 

~t~e~~~ l~~r~~:~~ea~~ ~,~~~~~ roa:::~o d:!1~~n~~· ~aa~ed~m:~!: .C!l~~~~S es~~ ~~~~O~e r::uz::tr~~ 
proceder, sino que, en caooera- tes inocentes. No s6lo han sido aprovecharnos de toda oportuni­

ci6n con otros gobiernos ha nro- los -refugiados evacuados del te- dad, por -pequefia que sea, para 

curado aliviar la situaci6n de los rritorio enemigo, sino ·tambi{m se libertar a las victimas de Hitler. 

pueblos perseguidos. En enero de han tornado muchas medidas ore~ Airontamos una situaci6n mas 

e-=te afio resolvi que este Gobier- ventiv.as para proteger las vidas apremiante, Por lo banta, quiero 

no debiera doblar todos sus es· de ag.u~llos que no han podido poner hoy en oonocimiento de 

fL:erzos para combatir el terror es<:aparse. ustedes una medida que he to­

llazi. ·De acuerdo, establecf Ia "Ante todo, ,]os esfuerzos de la mado en el esfuerzo de salvar 

Junta de Refugiados de Guerra Junta han traido nueva esperan- r.uis vidas y. esloy seguro que ob­

compuesta par los Secretaries de za a los pueblos oprimidos de Eu- tendrS aprobaci6n. Ustedes com­

Estados, Hacienda y Guerra. A ropa. Esta declaraci6n no es una prenderfln, intludablemente. que 

esta Junta se le encomend6 la mera especulaci6n. De varias esta medida no sO'lo es comoati­

responsabilidad de ejercer acci6n 
1 
ft1.entes he sabido que miles de ble con e] desarrollo fructuoso 

en Ia feliz prosecusi6n del res-, gentes, agotndas por sus muchos d~ la guerra, sino que tambien 

cate de las vfctimas oprimldas. aiios de resistenCia contra Hitler se necesita proceder sin demora. 

~~~t~1 J;~~:~t{ )~nd~e:,irg:~o:ci~: I hait~r eiu~~~~P~~s a1~~~~!~tol~ e~·:a~~a~~~e~ilta\i~ ~!i~~bsi:~~ 
r.ar a cstas-victimas- todo·alivio v lucha, ante Ia manifestaci6n con- considerable movimiento de o~r­

consuelo poSible. A esta Junta creta de este Gobierno, han vista s£cuci6r't contra personas de dis­

le ha sido confiado el sa~rado de-· revivir su voluntad :y dese·o de tintlaS -razas y -na'Cionalidades en 

ber de interpretar en rflnida ac- · continuar Ia ayuda y rescate ha~ ese pais. Este movimiento fue in­

c;6n, la politica humanitarla de cia los oprimidos. dudablemente incilado por el h-e­

C'ste Gobierno manifestando asi, -"A los hltlerlstas, sus sub alter·, cho 'de que, no obstante todos los' 

unavezmflsydemaneraconoreta,! nosy funcionarios y a sus sate._esft!erzos de los fascistas -oaral 

..,.~ que -uc:~<uJ wu· .... .-•. lites, al pueblo alert18n Y a todos: ag'lfar intolerancia, el buen ,pue-

~~n-~flp~~a~:nt~al! ~C:zt,ot~~~o~u~!~~f:Sr~~o e~afe~~~ i ~~~df~fJ~ad~ ~tgl~~b-a~~vl~Bfol~~ 
n•ro:: refugios. Ia f rlcomente nuestra determinaci6n I rancia y humantdad. EJ desem­

dues a ese territo de castigar a todos los cola bora· 'i barco de los Altadus aument6 Ia 
dominies ocuparlos dares en estos aclos de salvajis- 1 corriente de ios que bulan y eran 

F~~~ s:la~~r~l~:r!~re re~· ~~nirism~:d~~-la m~~~~i~~ I fi~sr~~dl~$ ~~~ne'!o ;: l~an~:: 
1 habia que procedc para ins vidas de estas gentes ino-1 £iones Aliadas .. Sin embargo, en 
1 lHI!Cl•nc; r1P los ref tentes. vista de la. situaci6n rililitar d.e 

'liT d·e I !.alia han "No obstante los vanos esfuer- ·lhlle, el nlimero de refuglados. 
a refugios p11ovisio zos de este Gobierno. que- aun que pueden_. ser asilados alH mis· 

torio de naciones a conttmian, el nUrnero realmente mo es reiativamente limitado. 

tar go, ante el_m.ime o _ne a'q_u\I:os emnies& · 
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SaD Salvador, El Salvador, May 4, 1944. 

No. 1531 

SUBJEOTa Admission ot 3fil'fl8 and other 1J81" refugees 
into lD. Salvador. 

The Honorable 

Sirt 

The Secretary of State 
WashiJigton 

I have the honor to refer to the Department ts con­
fidential oircuJ.ar a1rgram dated April 20, 7a35 p.m., 11114 
to report that I oonyqed its purport to the Sal"flldoran 
lliDilter for Foreign Atfd.I'JI at aD 1Dteniew on the mom­
ing of April 25, which wu aupple~~entea br a note later 
the same dq, a OOP7 of wh1oll S. attached hento. 

I haft now reoelwd f:rolll Dr. Avila a 'penoDal letter, 
the EDglllh Terlion ot which ia tsu;soribecl btlcnra 

•SaD Sal"ftldor, -., 2, 1944. 

l;r dear llr. 'lbuntoDt 

I take pleuure in advi1lmg you that 1117 Oovera•. 
11811t vina wlth 811BJI&~ an4 b })l'1Do1ple 11 lD &pH• 
118Jlt wlth the auaeatloJI. to wb!oh your e•teelll4 letter 
of April 2S reteN to the ~. ibat 11 Salftdor would 

oo.llit!ll. Oba'11Do87 (For tha Seo':y), llr • .lbraba.maon, llr. AJasiD, llr. Bei'DII•j,D, 
Irs. Cohn, lr. DuBois, lr. Friedman, Jb'. Guton, llisa Hodel, 
Miss Laughlin, lr. Lesser, lr. Luxtol'd, lr. ~~ lira. llanhon, 
llr. larka, lr. loCormaok, Mr. llurpb,:y, lr. Paul, \Jir. Peh1e, llr. Pollak, 
Mr •. ~~ lb-. Sargo7, llr. Smith, llr~· Stall4ilh; Mr. Stewart, 
lr. 1fe1Date1D, lr. Ro D. White, 1'11~ . 
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g1•.mt re:fuge to orphaned or abandoned ahildl'Gn uow 
YJ:l.thin the territory occupied or controlled by the 
ene:ey, and that to this and it would aonatruot a suitable 
building; ':nt, before roaching a i'ine.l conoluaion it 
wuld desire to kno>~ >!bother the cost of the buildingp 
the fooding und 0ducat1on etc. or the children would 
bi.i l;:.;:ens b;; the \1!~1· Reft!gaa BofA.l't\J Md finally iilJ. the 
!'lXpm-Jiilt.hl which thf\t Do!U"<l wouJ.d be willing to m!l~"t. fer 
lllOl'€1 ox< lC!IJ!l lOO abi.l.dl'Oll• 

r bsg you therefor~ t~ g1VG ma this inlo~tio~ 
1i' cc•!W~nient.. 

For yoUl• kindness I thank you in advanoG. 

I nm, as ~lways your affectionate trblld. 

/s/ A. R. Avilnn 

ffih1n ! opoke to Dr. Avila he lllt\de no mention of the 
fact thn t his Government might expect us to d\\f'ray the 
cost of a building in vhiob to lodge the refugees under 
consideration, but did il!quire whetJler the Wro.o Refugee 
Bonrtl would d.efray all oo~tts of transport~ the rei'llgees 
to El Salvador, maintaWng them here for such time aa 
might be decided upon, and ot their eventual removal from 
the country. H1a letter makea 110 retennoe to the latter 
poillt and introduces the new one relating to the coat ot 
the bllil.di):lg $ 

'Zo the Daparlment 1n 
orig1nal IID4 heoto(ll"llph 

Bnoloaure 
Oop;y ot lett.r to 

Dr • .l'dla dated 4/~~/44 

7ll 
Wf/llllJIII 

.• 

Walter T!Nraton 
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lrlol"aure to dupatoll no. 1531, da:te4 5/4/441 fl'om the 
.AJHI o18J1 SabuQ' &t Sail 8alTa4oJ'1 B1 S&l"fttlor, OD the 
nbjeo\a . .t4111pion of Jewa al14 other war ntuc•• illto 
lSl Salvacloz'. 

IIi a..rbr. AvUaa 

ID cODfirmatlon of f1l1 atateii8Dts th1a ··IIIOnliDg I tan 
pleasure iD ad"fis1111 70U that f1l1 0ove!'DII8Dt baa IICIW 
authol'S.se4 the .AIUrioaD coii8Ul.ar ottl08N iD SWltUI'laD4 
to lesue up to fouso thouPD4 quota f.llldaratlon ~ ... to 
refugee obil4reD up to eixtea Je8R of as• wltbDut Npl'4 
to religion, natlonalltr or etateleu etatua, to ~e 
relativo :ru141Da iD enea,r, en81Q'-00ouplad w contron.4 
t.enlto17, or to the a'ftdlabUlt.J of llleUUI of truaportatlon 
to the trnS.W Statee. !be JIUl'POH ot th1a authol"lsatlon 
18 to taoS.U.te.te the •oape tc; 8wltaulan4 of Ol'PlWsecl or 
aballdone4 csb1l.4rfn b7 li"tbs aPUl'UlOM to the Sw1u Ooftm• 
1110t that thea• ('~ wU1 not I'Ud.llu 811'1t.Rlal4 
after the tel'lllbatlon of boe~Ulttu 1D lul'ope. tbe 
authorisation contdlla Pl"''f1iiiou tor the oontbme4 re­
tmral. of the 'ri8u tmt11 auoh tilll4t •• a4tquate trauporta• 
tion taoWtiee to the trnlted States become aftllable. 
Pr1ftte eourees baft posted bon4 with the lttomq QcU'&l 
of the htte4 States to UIUN thte Qofti'DIIeDt that tbe 
lmm1gnatbl oh11dJoen w11l DOt become publlo Gbar~U· 

Should. there be pri•te apnol .. 1D Bl. Salvador wil11Da 
Ul4 able to undertake a PI'CJII'd for the can of retus" 
ohU4ren, the War Refugee Boar4 S.. ooDfldent that it om 
man ~ta to provide thea• aaenoS.•• with a4ec,.uate 
tlm4e tor the malntenann, e4uoation and welfare of •• ~ 
cbSldND u the Qovel'DIIIDt of B1 SalTador wou14 be 'ld.1lillg 
to adait. 8hou14 it PI'OQ awcea11U'71 fuD4II nu14 undoub~ 
be a'f811abl.e to IIIHt trauporiatton o;ipeu .. troll SwltwlaDA 
to thb COUDU7 • 

With reapeot to the torep!Dg, it woulA be sn~ 
nre the Qo-fe1"DDIl8D\ ot-11 Saln4or to live &IIIUI'&IlON to the 
swtaa Oo'fe1'D!IIent of ita wJ.lliiJ&DUII to acoept a outaSD nua­
bR of retus• oh1l4Nn m a 11D111Q IIIIUUlft". It S.. cou-. 
wtl~ ••t:ll!laW that there are lD huGe a1ou debt to 
ten thouaancl abaruloud or ozophanC4 ...,... ola1l4Joeli. 
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Shoul~ the GovernmGnt of El Salvador be willing ~o make 
,,, this humallita...'"ian offer, it is suggested that the Salvadoran 

representative in Bern issu@ the appropriate number of immin 
gration viDas and maintain their validity until suitable 
transpwtation faoillties fl:>om Switserland to El Salvador 
become available, 'fhe special representative of the War 
Refugee Board attached to the .Am8r1can Legation in Bern will 
be glad to cooperate with·tho Salvadoran representatives in 
this as well as in all other raf\lgee mat-l;era 

I shall be grateful if Your Excellency will inform lll8 
tuJ quickly an may ba pomsible ot the attitude of the Govern• 
ment of IU Salvador ·t.owaro thiti question and, 11' the suggea­
tion abow pNaGnted is ft\vorably roueiwa, what numbar o:f 
chilrlre11 it is P\'•Jps.red t.o ad•nit into this oount'ii".V 

Cordially and ainoel'flly, 

/s/ Walter Thurston 
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·DECLASSIFIED ' 
:State Dept. Letter, i-11-72, 

'n;u. it ~~rks'D~te~.14 19721 .. 
. ~.. . . ·'<. . 
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Seoi'etary of 
Washingt 

~ 

., 

• AIRilRA!I 

The Peruvian Charde d 1 A:t'faires has informed me that he 
has now received a note from the Salvadoran Minister for 
Foreign Atfa1rs stating that five ot the persons to whom he 
had granted asylum and against whom no serious charges have 
been preferred maf return to their homes without fear of 
molestation. i~e remaining three retug~ea~ upon two of 
whom death sentences have been pronounced, will be grante-d 
safe conduct to proceed to Peru, 

It is my, und$rstand1r.g 1ihat the two refugees hal•bored 
in the Co!'lta:IRioan Legation ~re also to be pe:rmi tted to 
leave 'the cotln"trt under sate conduot • 

. ,_, ··,-r.).· . 
It is prob~"bly 'ha1; ~he same procedure will be adop~Sd 

with respeo' to the retugees ahelfered in the GUateaalan(and 
oth~r diplomatic misalons. 

Repeated ta American ~Passiee at Guatemala City, 
'l'eguoigalpa, Managua0 and ~an Jose, and L1ma. 

soo 
ST/IlgJl 

THURSTON 

l 

·.1- ii ~ 
i 

I \1 
( ,j ,, [! 

-p r1 
,, il.-
,11 ~ 

lUas Chauncey (For the BeoPy)-1 Abrahamson, Akzitlg Bernstein, '/~~- } 
Cohn, DuBoise friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, LeQiu~tr, r..~r~~ 
Mann, Mannon, MarkeL MoCormaokL. Pehle,__ Rains, Sargoy, Bilrl,th, ; .-~.­
Stand1sh0 Btewart0 weins,t~1n, wn1te,_ tt'ile•• : ;~• ,_ 

z· .- ·~·, . 
-. • .(:;f.':~. ' I • •• 

~-;1 I 
~ J; . 
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CONTRGL COPY 

,.J-.Jcrot,-;ry of .3t.E, teo 
"iashington 

~- .0~,¥(:,~ 
~n_rn.dr loan ·!-.:_QLoH. ss~r 

FHUi.I (Jan .:3ulV=td).r, :.!:1 Citilvau.or 
.J,,·r~D May 3, l/+4 _ 

!LC I~ •. ,~!'Y-.1(ijfiilil~ 
\. L ~-,~,s\ON oF 

l 

\ 

The l:'"rL 'Jiun Chnrgt> d.' ,ci'f'airds iw. 3 inn. L,,.,J. .. k tle<"t. t . ..; 
lks noi: rdc<Ji_v-.Jd c. D.Otd from the . .Jalvauoreni."ini.stc:r· for 
J<'oreie;n .,ffuirs st<ltin,_; thr.t fivo of thu JJd .. '..;e>n:> to ;:ho.l h;, 
hud ;srantdd "!ayli.va e.nl against VI hom no sori.:u.; Clit..I g..;s i1' V-J 
been _9r -ofCJrr.;--'. r:rt:y r,•ttlrn to thai1· ho;nr;;s .. 1 n'lout L~<->r ..;,:f.' 
~aol..;ste.. tion. ~Cll-.; l'<~Dtaining three r<:Jfuga-.Js, v. •• on t·,;o o.J'' 
who,a d.aath :.>.Jnt0nc~s l1av;;;~ bden )ronouno-30., .. \ii.ll be ,r;;nt;.;d 
safa cou,,uct to :)roccled t0 ~'~:~ru. 

I·,;; is tUy lLi'lderstundin..::; thut the t~1o reL.t,,;Jes. hc.riJorJ<i 
in tha Costtt Hioan L2.gation ar~:~ <:.lso to b"' _.JJ.'r.litt~J to l.:Jave 
thJ country unu..:Jr sul.'a com .. uct. 

It is ;>robs.bl0 ~hat the samd _..>r0codure ,d_ll lh3 auo..Jtod 
nith resp._,ct to tllu rai'uc;;ees shalt<:3rad in tt10 Gut<tome.Ltn t~n.:.. 
othar diplomatic missionso 

H.apeu ted to .\J.:tar lean ..!!m·.)assies f~t Gu~;tt e:m1la City, 
Te(.!;ucl~alpa, 1.ianagua, and .Jan Jose,. unu Lir.Je ,, 

THU,~.JTOH 

. ':. I 
I 

·---~-~)' 
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lHt;h furth"'r N•fa,ance to the Dapartmnnt.ls circular 
;:'::_~::,_~grs.~; of :7s.:~u.a:r~.Y; 26_. ~- p.tL, --~n'} tu IiU~·~(-:~~~: ot . :r 

>I«"£tlr,~.c,,d:lonb oi; rni"v.e,-us a.;at.:t~<r:;,. you m.·~ int·onned f;aa<v 
t~1e J~.? ~Atl' f...11it ~1t htf.8 noW &:l..l.tnvrized t t6 Al1.;sr ic{in cone~ls.t· 
o.fi':icers in Svd :~"rl.\lnd tn j seua up to i'om· thoua!md quot~J. 
j_mmigration 'd.w,,J to rei'up,~ ch:l..ldrGn up to sjxteen .ve&ra 
o!' ,-, "~c: ,,.t 1 '-.c <"· .r:~gex5. t,.-, ro.l.igion~ llS. Uc.na.li t:y or 
at.o:toliloos .~tet.us, to close relatives residing in enemy, 
Gnwllly-cfnl't.roU<>d or occupied t&1·rito1-y or to the 
a.vai1Rbi1Hy cl' !i!Slina o1' t.numpnrtat1o11 to the United 
St .. :li-tH:L ?1:6 }1U.l""JJCtf.le 0-f t .. hin t-rut.hor.i:.-tation is to 
f&e·!J .. :!?.i:n.to trw 'illlO&p~ to Swit.!llerJJuJd of ox>phaned or 
g\;,..,mlonod chlldr<in by glving assu.:r-uncou to the &'willis 
G·own:>runen~; t.}lr,·?. ·timee uhlldnm w:l.J.l uo·t; .l.'elil!\in in Srl tz!lr­
land aftn t.:r.., t>!ll'ill.iuatlori ot' hoati.litiea in Europa. 
'I'h•3 authol'ization contains provisions for the continwsd 
renewal of tha visas unt.U au.oh t.ime aa ndeq,mte 
transportaUo.n f'aeilit:Lcs to the Unitnd States ba~ 
coma 9-,a.:Uable. Pl"ivR·te som•otls have posted bond 
with tho Attorn.oy 0.\/n:.~.l.·Ql o:l.' tha U11itoo Sta~s t.o 
assu:re this Go;.-el~mllm·l; tha•~ the :tmsi1~rating oh:l.ldren wHl not. 
ht~eome Jm.blio <Jharg(>o , 

I£ th@:ro lll>e Pl'ivato agencies i11 thewulltcy to wh:l.oh y~ 
aro aooredHed willing ntld ·able to undortnke a program for tho 
onra of rt•fllf,uc cbildr..,n, the liru' lts:ii.lgr·a Board .is oonf:fdeut 
that it; iw,:"l l~.!tlce m:·rangem;;nts to provide those agencies wJ.th 
o.dt:-qv.a:te fuuil~ for ths Eaint&nanoe, ttq\tcat.ion and welto.re of as 
macy children aa the Gove:nunent o:f that country wo•Jld b; w:llling 
to ndmit,. Should it prove neoeasa.ry, funds wquld. undoubted:l_y l~ 
avail"'J~J.e to msettrlluaportntion axpenaes fx·om S...Hzerl.nnd to 
th2\ t ·~0\lJ'ltt'y. ~ 

g? 
Kindly npproaoh appropdaw officials of the GoVGl.'ntOOnt to "'<<i 

which yon fU'!l ~COl.'edited, in.i'Ol"lll them Of' th1~ :forego:!.n llnq. re~ i 
quest th<.l¥ ·to gi'v·a aaaunmoe to the SIV:is13 GQvernmant through ~ 
t.heit• d. i.v.-'J. omn .. t.io ilitJ.•o.iou it .. 1 B<.;)rn .. ·. tlm. t. they. ". i·.ll nc .. o.ept '.'P t. o a ~ ~ 
fixad l:!llf•lbtJl' of l'Sfug-se _ehi)4t-on: in a ; l)la~nor R~~-lnr ~o tba t o:f '"! ~ 
thia, Go~l.·nnwnt,, ~ol' tll$ $.pfo.t'~t4on·or ~b,a Gdy;a;rrtm~mt; to:wh:toh, Ul ~ ~ 
you ar~ i.\o~r~cl1-t~~,. i.t ia ~ofu:!(lrya'tival,v, ot!.f;J.Jl1a~4. ~~~~ t.hfi!i'~ ·• j':l ..§ 
n.re itA, Fran9a do~e, ~igbt to ton thpu!la~ ~bend9J:tt@' or ·o~hn,n&il ~- ~· 
ro~gM ?hilJlx'an~ .·· .''9Jl~ui~ th!J. t .Cft?VGrnn\tJnt ·•~ 1dl.:t~ng J~o · ~lte .·. ~i~ ~ ~ . Ill. 
hlll@n:Uarltlll of'for;. J)leaQe l,'CqUIJfl~ ·~he ~:tatey of. F<ii'tl~gn •-.~td:rt~, ~' pf 
to. auth(Jl':!.se·.i-1?~ · obiui' Q.f mJ_aaion :l.n:.B~rn t-9 :!;Balle .• t.He app~ol'~ill.t~ .~ ... ·

11 numbax- of illllll1ftl'at1on visaa r.nd :t(i lll!i~tai~·t.he:tl_" ... ~dit>y untll. · .. · . · ··. .·.. · · · · · · · · · · '' ··.·. ·· .· ... · · iniit.al>ie . 
~-,..,: ____ ....:--....:. __ ,.._.:,....,._~~· ~-~~. ~· ~-.-....;.......,~·~· , . ....,.,..~ ..... -....... ~-~' 



sri;J.ta])le ,transportation :fncili ties from Switzerland to HE 
er:H:n-t):-.'1/ 1M~~~6i~- !\\?E.JJabie' TI!~ O~v~n:·nre.errt r~e.y bt in.fr-.r.il'tfF1 ,• '·' 

~l:; :~~=~;;:/t~;;,~~~;~;;Y~~~~ v~NJ 'Y~:. :~~g!: ~:~r:~=.,~~ t; to 
th~:: c} :,~p..l._cme:t:t-::: ;,·rt-;d congu1~x· offic~,l~s ot -t,ha ot.her .tl'l!ari~an H.t1 

&li.sa Cha.uncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahllmson, Akzin, Bernstein, (;Johng 
DuBoi;;;~ FL'iedman, Gaato119 Hodel, Laughlin, ;u,!lser,, Luxford, lalannp 
Manllon, Mtu·ks, McCormack, l?a.uJ., .Fohla, Pollakg Rainsg Silt>goyp Smithp 
StancUeh., S'*wart, Woiantcdn, II. D. White,_ Files 



.l 

/ 
Dear Mr. lburetoaa 

APR 1 0 1944 

the Beuatarr, ot state bae Hferred to .. rou 
DlapatOh llo, 1D30 of Je)i'\UirJ' a, 1944, ad toplee of 7tv 
D1spatohea loa. 1261 of Febrlla17 8, 19M, aad 1S84 of hb­
n.a17 9, 1944, in replJ' to the :Oapal'lllleat of State's c11'-
0U1ar alrgr81ll ot Janua17 26, 1944• aonoeratag the poaalbllUy 
of a4a1aeloa of Java end other vat refugaae lato 11 8a1TB4or. 

!be Var Refugee DoN'Il appnol~tea JOV coqera\loa 
ln IUJclq tbla t.JifonaaUoa aTalll'lble,. and the oo•eata ... 
)o4le4 la tOV 4lapatohae ua )itl'llB oarafull7 e\u4la4. 

Taq truJ.r•JOliH, 

fBi.p:nad) J, w. Peh18 

I, V, leM• 
ll ... tl••Dlr•otor 



... 

san Sal vader, Ei salvador, February 9, 1944 

. . ···. J> -. Admission of Jews and other war refugees 
· into El Salvador • 

• J:li(jr~t/Jttd ,.', 
• I" {_~ The Honorable 

The·secretary of 
,, Washington s~~~ft ~,~[~~ .. 

'' 0 . /, ;,-.'C.····! Sir: 

supplementing my despatch no. 1zt1 of February 8, 
1944, I have the honor to advise the Department that it 

·is my understanding that the CabJnet meeting referred 
to in Section ( ai of Dr. Avila 1 s letter therein tran­
scribed took place several years ago and is not therefore 
to be confused with the meeting which, us reported in 
despatch 1230, of February 2, 1944, I surmised might be 
held with respect to our most recent representations on 
the S\lbj act_ of admission of Jews and other refugees into 
this country. 

The earlier Cabinet meeting presumably is that al­
luded to in the second paragraph of Mr. Frazer's despatch 
no, -425, of Janu~:t:y 3, 1939· 

h .. 
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Respectfully yours, 
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· "'MBASSY U ~ll'lG~ OF THE 

~ -_- -- - . - - - - . 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Admission of Jews and other war re;t'ugees 
into El Salvador. i · 

I 
. I 

'~-~·- I 

The Honorable· ·'. 

;.·J 
I 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State ci -· 

Washington 

In despatch no. 1230, of February 2, 1944, it was 
stated that a personal note was bein,z addressed to the 
Salvadoran Minister for Foreign Affairs containing the 
salient points of the Department 1 s circulur airgram of 
January 26, 1944 {7 p.m.) on the subject above citGd. 
This note was sent to Dr. Avila onFebruo.ry 2 and the 
following personal reply dated February 8 has just been 
received from him: 

··v 

"My dear Mr. Thurston: 

"Referring to your esteemed letter of the second 
instant, in which; complei'lenting our conversation of 
the samFJ day, you were so gooq as to confirm the 
statements made to me in conformity with the. instruc­
tions which His ~xcellency tho Presid<}nt of th\} United 
States of America had given' to the Secretaries of Statep 
Treasury and 'Nar with respect to the takin~ of measures 
for the immec.l.iate rescue of the Jews of Europe and 
other victims of enemy persecution and. at th<} sam~ 
time to request of me information Jith ·respect to What 
my Government has done in thiit connection and in 
general with respect to the situation in El Salvador 
in relation to the other points mentioned, permit me 
to advise you as follows: 

"a) Since the laws on the subject contain no par­
ticular provisions thereon, it was agreed in Cabinet 
meeting that while the present situation should pre­
vall, European immigration shouldnot be permitted, 
particularly in view of the fact that the smallness 
and over-population of our country do not permit un­
restricted immigration. 

. "But for reasons of humanity and convenience it 
was agreed to permit the entry, on agreement in each 
case, of some foreign na tionuls and. of male and fa.:. 
male ~ews or sixty and fifty years of ago respectively, 
who were relu ted as grand fa tilers, fathers, sons and 
brothers of Jews having resided in the country for 

t·en 
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ten years, WhO might be able to E!Upport them and 
who should not come to the country to work .and dis­
place nationals from their individual activities, 
this arrangement also embracing minors undt?r six­
te6n years of·age and those who might be under the 
guardianship or charge of immigrant Jews. 

"It was agreed, moreover, to pe.rmit the entry 
of those who mie;ht be experts or technicians in any 
industry or scientific speciality which could be of 
value to the country. ' 

"b) With respect to the rest, my Government is 
disposed to cooperate in every way possible with the 
Government or your country in order to bring about 
the realization of a policy sot :rorth in your esteemed 
c ommunicH ti on. 

"~':ith my expr<=lssions or hiall esteem and friendship, 

jsj A. R. Avila" 

711 
WT/m~d 

.c:.'·;. ,•-,' .... ' . ; ~-.- -.. 

Respectfully yours, 

'ilalter Thurston 

"' 
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-~IIIOFTHE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- J},;~i{_:;: 

San Salvador, El Salvador; February 2, f944, :_/ 

1230 

Admis_s~on of Jews and o~~qr war refugees into 
El Salvador. ,_ .. , j( U ~ . 

~~~ Drv: ON 

SUBJECT: 
-~-. 

3 ~-~ I. FJ:~;:; 'J~~~lltib, ~\ Yt \ \_;, -~"' \ 
35 ~ -..<(0 c:rr·) ._- . , . 

..,....~·~ The HO~~le '1\"~' 1 

: .... d 
~­
-:.: 
,~ 

(fj 

o'-'. r-- T_he_-.· ~cretary of State ' '·' ~~ ~~ L~ 
a:c--- co .:-o::£~ashington I" ~ J;.·R· <'·' ~· 

Z s:; - ~-- . ~- ~ v . tfR iflJvv ~ ,.,~,irflf~~=·"' 
0 

Upon receipt of th~=nepart~ent's ci;cYlar airg:am 
instruction dated Janwiry 26, 7 p.m., I visited several 
of the more prominent Jewish residents of this city for 
the purpose of ascertaining what information they might 
possess with respect to the feasibility of the intro~uc­
tion of Jews and other war. refugees into El Salvador and 
the extent to which they might be prepared to cooperate 
in any plan tor such resettlement. 

.. 

I was informed that the Jewish community had very 
recently succeeded in organizing itself on a racial basis 
regardless of nationality and had just submitted (on 
January 28) a copy of its proposed charter to the Minis­
try of Fomento in order to obtain the necessary right to 
effect such organization in conformity with the laws ot 
the country. The association will be called "Thev 
Israelite Community of El Selvador,".and it will have 
as its major purposes the defense of the ~olleotive 
interests ot Israelites residing in El Salvador, represen­
tation ot the Israelite community before the judicial and 
administrative authorities of the country, charity (aid 
to needy Jews), organization of the religious, cultural 
and social life of the Israelites, and relations with 
other Israelite organizations elsewhere in the world. 
The Jewish community here, I was informed, consists of 
about 80 families. A number of these are of great wealth, 
and most of them are successfully and even prosperously 
established in local enterprises. I was info~ed that 
within recent years the Jewish community contributed ex­
tensively toward the temporary maintenance and eventual 
transportation of a number of Jewish refugees who were 
in transit to the United States. I was also informed that 
the community would be able and disposed to contribute to 
the maintenance of refugees who might enter El salvador 
for a reasonable timeo It was suggested thf!1Li<hGJ~-~ight 
be able to support for a rusona·bl~:· ~er14ia:-of· t'J:J:iie"C50 
refugees - it being un~Eir.eto'Od tnat such r.~~gees .. wo!.ll.d 
beoome self-supporting ~~~--q~ickly as possible. It '1-s 
added, however,- that certain restr..~.Q.tions have be~·~ ~et 
up by the salvadoran authorities designed to prevent ;the 
entry ot all save a very_ limited class of Jews 1\nd t~at 
these restriotions have alread)r been applied ln ;'lj;h~ oases 
ot 14r. Rudulto Gold'sohmidt Q.nd 14i-•. Ernesto. Liebes, eaoh 
ot whom attempted to bring into El Salvador sisters who 

baci.suoo!ted·ed · 

-:,] 
.I 
'11 

(j) 

m , 
(/) 

........ 
01 

1\) 



had succeeded in entering Hollandfrom Germany in the 
early days of the present war. In each oase permission 
to bring the sisters to El Salvador was refused. 

This morning I called at the Foreign Office to dis­
cuss the Department's oiroular airgram with· the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. Dr. Avila requested me to give him 
a memorandum containing the salient points of the airgram 
and I am sending this information to him in the form of a 
personal note. Dr. Avila' stated that there is considerable 
popular antipathy to Jews in El Salvador and that in 
recognition of this and the fact that there is little room 
in El Salvador tor any considerable influx of outsiders of 
any kind, the Government had quietly put into operation 
restrictive measures ~hich had enabled it to sharply 
limit the number of immigrants into the country. He added, 
however, that the Government of El Salvador would gi~e 
very sympathetic consideration to our views and would 
lend such cooperation as might be possible. I inferred 
that the subjeot will be discussed at a Cabinet meeting~ 

I pointed out to Dr. Avila that my instructions were 
contained in a circular airgram and that of course it was 
couched ln general terms which could not apply equally 
to such disparate countries as for example Brazil and El 
Salvador. As the Department is of course well aware, El 
Salvador is one of the smallest states in America and 
one of the most densely populated. It is primarily an 
agricultural country with a considerable part of its 
available arable land in use. It is not highly indus­
trialized although more so than most of its neighbors, 
but the trend and possibilities seem to indicate further 
industrialization. 

7U 
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Respect1'ully yours, 

To the Department in 
original and hectograph. 

Reno sent to DOA 

~.-



· It th~re are p~?ivate ·agerioios 1n: tho triWl.o/Y to wh:J.oh :r~ 
.. are aoor&di ted \filling· nllll' able : tti' ·J.Uldor~ak~ ~ program t.or tho 
· .oo:n o:£'. i:'~f'ltt,'ei.l Qhiltli·,m, the .l7ar'lle~~-;~. ·Bc)a~ is :co1ifid~nt:· 
:tilat it ~n ~~.!!lee m:·rM@.roonts ti>. tu.'i:rddtii ;t!ipse ~g~nd~~ ivitn- ·­
a~~~·tt~ fuude for the :i:ua~1'1;6~rl()e;. ~du~aU,'oii aX1d'weltnre of"aa 
)litf,ey_ children as th~ G():yerrinte~t or_ that (IO~try ~·Jld ba waliM 

. . ti:J fidmi tp Should ;1. t pro~ ·*eceiuia.t.'y, J'und~:;iroitld undoi.lbtedJ.y oo 
. . . iivru.J.al)l.e· to lll8et tmtll'll~~tioil' expens'fs •. from ~:l.t~rlllnd to 

·t~t 1otl.r~try. .. •. · . ;_ ' \ · · 




