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FFC•76 
(11·42) 

/ 

FOR: 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License • 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specify) 

CJ 
CJ 
CJ 
CJ 

1. FOR MATERIAL RE ASSURANCES BY LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS TO 51'1ITZ$Rl,.AND 
SIMILAR TO THOSE GIVEN BY THIS GOVERNMENT RE ISSUANCE OF UP TO 400(l" 
IMMIGRATION VISAS TO REFUGEE CHILDREN FROM AXIS TERRITORY 

2. FOR MATERIAL RELATIVE TO SUPPORT OF GUATEMALA RE THIS GOVERNMENT'S 
APPROACH TO GERMAN GOVERNMmT, WITH A VIEw TO:ARRANGING AN EXCHINGE 
AGAINST ABBMllN NATIONALS IN1'1ESTERN HEMISPHERE .OF INTERNEES HOLDING 
LATIN AME ICAN PASSPORTS AND PAPERS 

SEE: l.J1tOORAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEEB: EVACUATION TO 
SWITZERLAND 

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRANCE) 

2., PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT·TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES; OTHER MEANS 
· OF EFFECTING RESCUES . 

(RECOGNITION OF LATIN AMERICAN PASS~TS) 

"1.-t 
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'j,c1Jn<:i; i(d il€~:,:.~ut~!dn~~;~ ;:~t1.'~~=~~!~1;~,~~:t:;d t~~vo -~ · 
t.od:t!y lf~CH:I:vd ,, f'el01'ut ani~ Gonndwrt:i~;l ;~" mornndu1n 
froi,~ '.;.he I•'o:reign Offiol!' 1·eqiJeating the ~~u;ist; .. nue of' 
thj .. ,~ Eml'>aasy :ln ·transmitting <\ requefit t<l the Government 
cd Bl1:i.tz&x1imd that theN; ba g1•imtcd to all perf!lons .in 
(Juerslj~or:cn.ip.lcd- ~t_~.=rr-r~."<:lr;y· ~1ho posceB:s Gut:t_~·~m.~L·m ·aocum~nta 
"Cll'·c:labithe right. to Gt~ste~u<lm1 nationality tht"O t\1:l1est 
pi'otect:t(m and r1ghts i. privileges end itoraun:tties 11.h:ich 
ax-e er1j oyed by Gu« teh\"llnns whose 1m tionali iy has 1Jc<:n1 
dnly-)':roved, 

The Government of Guaten:llaia, J'ro:r,p'ted by lofty 
htmnui th.rie.n aentimentls; l."equeata· titis ·~prote,~tion ~.n· 
.tr::•wl' of ol..•drr~ed .Gu<).'tell![;l~~:ns_llltt :reservell·th<i right to .... 
invest.igate ~mch· specific .-ei7.!3il aild to. reject itt. a J.ater date " 

_ p>:.n•ona '-;vho>Je- nat:i.ona:Uty c~umot· btl corio:Lus;lyely'pi'ov~d., 

. Th~ r;rot.,<l'~ipn ~~h~oh ;i;:; no\,•aol:tc:l.tsd irl favor of 
BUc;h Pfl:l'IS011!l does.not involve economic >1Ssi!itance ci_f ru]y· 
kind nor the dght of the int>l:eested p~,.sona i;p bo. admi ttea 
to· '~lm nwtior..lt~rritol'y of GU11tmnala until such t.i.lilO U 
their 1m tional:tt;f slmll be duly, establ:l,shed o .. 

.The ta:·~t. t:tnd t:r6.nslation o.f 'ths c6rumunic.ic~t;(on: c;l'tt?d 
!\~!0\f{~ y:L11 '0c i.'<..:,'>~•U'l'hJd prorntply by courie;r. · · · 

··~:w~·· 
WC!uhsa 

. . 

• Miss Chauncey (for .the Sec •:r) Abrahamson, Akz:in1 Be:rns'l;ain; Co~n, 
DuBois, .Friedmim, Gaston, Hodel; Laughlin, Lesser, Luxford, !&ann,. 
Mannon, Ma1•ks, McCormaok, · Rail1s, &rgoy, Smith, ~tandt\ah,. S'tewa.1•t, 
stenstain, H. D~ Vfu:it!l, Pehlei, ,l!;Uea.. , ·' DECLASSIFiED_ 

,.. · ',State Dept; Letter, 1-'l;t.-72 

__), 
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,.·. · 'lhe matte1• l:invinr~ been broached to the Oovex'n-
ment ~of ':'uatolilQa in UJ,e t:mbassy's note no. 154 of 
Ap1•1l 25, 1944, l have· no\"1 i•eoeived in l'eply, . a 
note. fl"ourthEi lo'Ol'Oil!:n Office (noo 6130 do.ted t.l9.y 
.ll, 194~} 1 Which is enclosed in copy e.ncl t:.•e.nslatio~. 
It t!ill he obso1•ved thot the ~uatemalon :;ovornT:~ent 
has a~ree(l to acoept up to lOOnchildren tinder the . 
oomii tiona outlined, but \'Jould pr·crer th!l t. so fa1• o.s 

.lt vJill be possible, ·these child1•en be selected from 
Fr~nch and Belf.';illn 1•afugees. . . . 

nespeot~lly Jroin•s, 

~n~losurest . 
' l/2/r Copy and tl'llnsl ation or 

Fora113Jl Off1ce.notEi noo61301 
Mr.>.y ll, 1944. 

. . . . 
Original and h.ecto0l'a~ to Department •. I 

L 
"· I 



' ,._ - 'lhe matter h.nvint~ been broached to the GoveJ"n-
r.1ent ·or '::'uate~a in t,he :Gmbassy1s note no. 154 of 
Ap1•il. 25, 19'14, I have· now 1•eceived in 1•eply, a 

. note f1•om .the I•'oreie:n Office (noo 6130 do. ted t.Iay 
·ll, 1944), which is( enclosed in copy anc1 t.•rm:sls.t10:lo 
It will be obso1•ved that the G\latemalan ~ovomr:1ent 

846 
>:CA/js 

to accept lip to l00noh11drenunder the. 
outlined, but wouldpt'efer th!lt·so fat• o.s 
possible, these child1•en be selected from 
i3ell.)ian i•ef'Ugees. . · · -

Respectfully .iours, 

Copy and. t:rnnslat1on oi' . 
Forei3n Otf1ce.note no~t6l30jj 
fftp,y .ll, 1944• 

0r151na1 and hecto(;ralil- to Department • 

. _, 
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Enclosure No. 1 to daspa tch No. 1104 li,ay"'l5'p 
1944_, from American ;"..m.bassy 1 Gue. temale. 

Q2cr 
SECl:tl~TAiiiA n;:; l&Ul:Jiv:l~;s E:{'"r . ..;HIOfii:S 

f([I'UBLICf, D~~ GUATl~7AL1• 

SECOIO~: DIPL.n1ATICA 
!!Oo 6130. 

Guatemala, ll de mayo de 1944. 

So:fS.or l::mbajadors 

He tonic.o el hono1• ue rocibir le. atento note de 

Vuestra Excelencie, n~mero 164, de i'echa 25 de abril 

de 1944, en la CIHI.l se sirve informat'l1le acercs de la 

dispos1o16n del Gob1erno de los Bste.dos Unidos, de 

r"cibil• en su ter1•itorio cuatro Mil n1f1os l.•e!'ugiados, 

de los que actualmente se encuentre.n en Eurone. abandonados 

o hu6rLanos, a consecuencia de los riQ:ores de la ~OI'l'S.o 

Tomo debida nota de las condiciones de esa a­

cepte.c15n, que Vuestra Excelencia tiene a bien explicar­

me en au atenta comuni,cac16n. 

Vuestra Exoelencia se sirve trasmitir invita-

oi6n del :1obiemo de los J~stados Unidos al de GuatF:me.la, 

pam oolaborar en esa obra de socorro, y recibir, en con­

diciones similnres, un ndmerodeterm1nado de esos niftos, 

v!ctimas de la tJUerr~ y, para el ef~;::to, ofroce la con­

tr1buoi6n y ayuda necesarias de la ar aelif Board. 

if,e es grato manii'estar a Vucstre. Excoleno1e. que el 

Gobierno de Guatemala accede ~ustosamente a partioipar en 

la humani tario. labor de sooor1•e1' a. esos nif!.os desampsro.dos 1 

y est& dispuesto a reo1b1r en su tcrritorio un ndmero 

proporcione.l al acepta.do por los Estados Unidos. 

En oonseouencie. 1 plAoome ro~ar a Vuest~a Exoelenoie. 

su ve.liosa cooperacion pe.1•a que se ha.-;o.n los ar1·e~los 

neoesarios a fin de que el Gobierno do Suir.a d& refugio 

provisional a cien nif!.os, que ser4n trasladados a terr1-

tor1o GUatomalteco, tan pronto como sea posible. 

Atentamente rue~o a Vuestra Exoelenoia se sirva 

tomal' r.ota de q.le, a6n ouando en esta part1oipaoi6n 

el Gob1erno de Ouatemalo. no quiere hacer distinciones por 

motives d,e ne.cionalidac, raze. o re11.~i6n, muoho ap;radeoel•!a 

que los cien nifios pal'B quienes pl'OPOl'oional"- refur,io en 

esta Repdblioe., se selecoionen, de preferencia, entre 

n1fios franceses o belgas. 

;;;n au oportun1da(!, es ta fleorot;e.1•la' dar£ las in• 

struoc1onou neoearias al ~ep1~sentante BUatemalteco en 

ol l~;.ar que se indique, pa~a que otor~e las visas 

neoar1as en la docu'l1entac1&n de los n1flos menc1onados. 

Aprovocho la opol•tun1da<1 para renove.t•le, ~eJOI' 

E!llba3ado~, et test1.-:-on1o de mi m4s al t.l.\ 1 dia_t1nrtU1da con• 

s1del'ac1&n.. 
(S1P.',no4} Carlos ~Plazar. 

E21:oelentitJ1mo SeJ01" Boas· Loag, . , _ . _ 
r.mbojador .~. t. l'f10r.!U.~"$o.· '1 Plen1J)OtenoS.ar1o 

·: do ~os :.~ta40st·~ 4oe, , . - . · 
t;;iudad. , •·t ~''" . -

copiedt 3s · , · · 
' 
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,,:.;,..,._.vi.li;Ji_, iioo2 to D..>.:. .. ,.'J.'t.,j_ l-iOoll041 d9.ted I.:AY 15, 19441 

f'rom i ......... !\lt.~oi . ..., ___ .i)L;.._~-t, Gul~'i'.:.._,_,;,tj,; 

Tronslc.tion: 

S~CH.:.'f/,HJ . .i' FC~ FCILIGIJ A li'lo·Aitlli 
!'fu.-\)• .C.IC .:::t-' Gl!NJ.'..;, i>LA 
DIPf..O .. i.'J.'lL: ;;>GC'.i!lON 

~loo6130 Guater;aln. ;.:cy 11, 1944. 

" i·.:r • .hmbassador: 

I hava h~'.d the honor ~f reco1v1ns Your .-xcelloncy' s 
courteous note l:ool54 or April 25, lt:441 in which you 

informed me of the willingness of t~e Government o!' the 

United utc.tes tor ooeive ln its territory four thousand 

refugee ohildron, from those Who are no\'1 abandoned or 
orphaned 1n uurope as a consequence of tho hardships of vror. 

I hl.Ve tokcm due note of the conditions of this 
accoptonce, which Your ~xcellency is good enough to 
set forth in your courteous communicr'tion. 

Your ;_,;xoellency is e:;ood enou0h to transmit an invita­

tion !'rom the united .... tctes Government to tho Guatemalan 

Government to colluoorate in this relief \'lork and to 

rooeivo, in a similar n.anner, a specified nwnber of these 
children, victims of warJ and, to this and, of.t'ers the 
contribution and necessary help of' the .. sr l(elief .LX>ardo 

I'toke pleasuroin informing Your ~xcellonoy that 
the Covernmont of Guatemala gladly accepts participation 

in the humnnitorian wo1•k ;;.f ~iding these helpless children, 

and ls willinG to reoeivo in its territory a number propor­

tiont'te to that ecoepted by the 1.nitod o:ltvtos. 

In conseouence I am pleased to bee; Your ..:.xoellenoy 1 s 

valuable cooperation so that arrl"no;ements nooossary rna~ be 

made !'or the i.>wiss Government to .;:iva provisionnl r ofuse 

to one hundred children, uho ~ill be brought to Guatemalan 

territory ~s soon as possible. 

I courteously beg Your ~oellenc~ to note that, even 
though in this po.rticipl>'.tion the Government of Guatell!Llla 

does not wish to meke nv.tionnlit~ distinctions, or any of 
race or rolicion, it would npprocillto it if the hundred 
children to be Givan refuse in this ~{a public might be 

selectee, pro!'(:r~.:bly, from. 1-rench or i...oli,;i€>n children. 

In due time this .. ecrotr•riet •till t,;ive t>pproprinte 
instructions to the Guatemalan repr~sentutive at the 
plcco indioc'tod tor the issuemoe oi' the necessary visas 

on tha documents o1' these children. 

I llVtd,l ll:ysoli' o:£ this opportunity, ; .. r. J.l:Jbsssador, 
to rona\'i the assurances of my hiS)lost and 1.:ost dlstin.:.,uiahOd 

cons 1do:rv t10fl• . 
. I . Qi.n.i:.Qi:l b.i, ..;..,i(..A!t 

llis ... xcellonoy .Boall!l .I.IOflG, (};' .. '16/\llll ~ ld~ ~ ,~, 
/.m'bassado:r 1. and 1'. or tho vri1 ted.- ::.tates, 
.Guate:tn!lln. - · -· 

;f U •... ·. -~ll_J_L! hSSo · 
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- Bt CIOUml:a 

honta17 ot llateo 

Waola!actOL 

ltfti'Uee Jlepal'but 81 HOftt alrpu .... 
lfq lo 12&48 u4 alroGlal' aia'paa of llq 10 7881 poL 
~ nll.t -•ve• fer col't&Sa penoao 1sol4lq 
ClaataalaD 4Go11118Jlto aov 1a~oiU4 \IJ a...-,. 

!hie aitn 11188 takttA up 1a o\J'ict; coafi4oaoa 
»'88t•l'\ta¥ with tha Klniohr 1"o~ lonlp .utaia dop 
after oonoulta.11loa vUIJ& Pnot4ut U.iooo llaa tuatoW 
•• Muey 111& til a ooatUea\lal .... IUAa I'Miliq Ia 
tJaDelatl.a •• fo11ow•a 

'til. Klaiafii'F for l'oasca Affauo · ot hateala sa 
tatin .....-at vt.6 tM o .... a ... uoa.Jat14 ...., vltJa 
•• -.u • ..,.. , .. A.auM&oJ' ot , .. v.ttef. ....... Ukn 
plauu. ill b&liotttiq ~t •• JOiati·_tuo••• an. ao-
oep\o& ia tM followUC' ••-.; ~; , · 

1M hUJ'IIIIIIU ~ h&t...t.,!~I'Saoa tu lofta. 
aaat ...r t!l6 Vldtlill hat" tt 11111~:-.... tiaUouM 
tJw eSCJbenp ot·,.none }lnHatS:..:w~..:&aa JUQOHto 
aPtaat 0.-. •Uoule S.·tJd.t :-a.s • ...,_. 

Ii ts ua4aro~ood tllat tbe 'IIMnn f4 aaok Ji&IIOJOS'&• 
ao are ao\ a.au.ue u ~· t• hatuala vlll ut 
'lla lllldtto4 b~O fiM 00Gfll7o 

1M ...__., ot •ttsol'1u411 a1 0. preteotbc 
,_.., ot laat-.laa oltiauo wtU 'h "'ueto& to uoen 
ta l'lc'IAta II'UW t t SattiUI wlYlllau Sa odltnltF . 
1d.tk tu ...._ o.a.uoao 

I II It 4ola14 lie eapeote4 '"''a., tf tM l*•llon• 
wn IIIOUI'Hto tM .. ,.,..... ot lut..S. vlll.Satala · 
Ita aaJ&Ilt h oaaoel tl' taftUiat• tllaaa ,.,. 1\ vUl .. · _ 
tllat vllta tM \eutn lliaW 'hla p1aot& S. tafetyo . 

It lt _,.ntHI tllat .Ciu.tnaJa vUl aet ••- DJ& 
.ultl-.1 •"·tPtJoa M a l'tldt et ltt ailf.alteoe.ot Sa 
... ,_., Jltltlla et ............. of' tJiil u.ttt4 . 
ha\tlil! t•wJaiOJa ._, 'MiH&e,: faljbel_...._..._ .. · 
.-.tllllatl .Ul U • OwrttiT te - ......... " .. 
~~ ...... lo tl . . DEctAF,~sn$JD . . ' . . 1' .· 

· · · ·State Dept. ~tter;'lt11-'7ll tlllll ltahtN•o••.ao 0 , 

" B:V'R RP!i,rk~ DJI,te,$gp, •• f41972 
~-..,........o- .. -~- . ......:.....----',·......:.....· __ • --'-··...c:.'"'-':";;·;;,..--··.;""''!.~."-,·. :---"'-':-__,_, ~~ . ._,__~---· _;...~---...~· -~-
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IJw Hiaietelt foro foi'Mp Affail't Woftltd • la \he 
caane of ou oonver5aUu ,._, he W aot \leu appl'oacJulll 
ll7 tu llpatu Mlallfier ta tu .atteJ',. fto hJ&l IUolt 
llll4 ~· tW with hill the atai .. laa of Jewtah Nfvpee 
te hat..alao to which ~ hd HJlld that the luat._lu 
llmil"illltafl felt tlsat it W alN&4F a4aitts4 at 1W17 euch 
p noaa ae ~he c outq 01\\14 ft&tilJ alttol'b at tho prunt 
Uuo 

Xt 11 aaticipa~cd that tu oolllll13l1oatl1oa of t:M 
Gaailesalan Oofti'Uot to tlle hnl'UOat ot h1t1orlu4 
wlll be J&tile throup tble 'lllallutJ.. :tt u tuch oouuaiaatloa 
1a fonhoGllliq la the oC!Ilrae of the aoa1 fw iqtt· I 
e'MU l'tniaA tlla Miat.\u for J'ol'tlip Attain ot .. 
urcnOJ tunof . 

tOifG 



"Yi.i t.h. i'urihei:' ~ferenc~ to t.ho Depar-f,r,mat ':? circular 
,,:trgr~:rcl of· Ja'tJuary ;;:{), r;· p.m., tHt1. tc. tn:1Jfit,;;1uent . 
• :?;;""ui.:l<;t.Lion<> ou :cei'Ugae ruatt€.1'.Sp you t<.l'tl! int'ormeJ f.!4'lt 
tn.a Depax·ttJ1cnt h&.s now ~utho.t'ited thEJ. Mll<)r:!.a~t' c·on;HJ.s1·"~. 
officers ill Swittwdaml. to lsimo u:p to four thousand quoT-e. 
lnihdgration v;tsas to ra:f\<ga9 ~hlldren up to sixteen yell.l.'s 
oi' agv .rlt.ho1.1t r0gC'.d to rellg1cn~. IW.tionaHty or 
u·tit.akss stattm, to closa rola ttves residing in enGroy 1 
onlil)llj-co.u·i;roilc..O. or occup'iod tlfll'ritory,; or to. tha 

· aw.:I.JAbility of ··wmw of trmmportatioii to t,he United 
St..nta.a. This pV.lTc'<l'<' of thiH nul.horil!S.tion is· -to · 
r~cil:tatato the ('HJcapa to Swihorland of orph~nqd or 
>:.bandoned childnm by giv1.ng asaurauct~a to thl!l &'wise . . ·. 
(.;:;;vet'Dlllen-1:, t..lu.-:-, t.h\ise child;;::.sn w:lll !lOt remain in Sw:l.tsa:r-
1.<1.00 >,;.ft~r t.hu t'lll:tdnation of ft<lat:l.l.tt.!:.fis in J,;u.ro}X~. 
'i.'hc• authorization.cotrl>dna provia:i.one f01· ·the. cont,:tnu6t\ -
r<>l\a\\>a,l of the viaas until tmch time' a~ adequa.t~: ·. · 
i;r~naportaHc'>n £aeilii:tat.t to ·the UnHcd S~tes be~ 
com9 a.vaH;\l;!le. f·J.'iva t~· aourbea ha...fe poated bond 
w:t.t,h t·he Attot·noy Gml[Pl:a1 o:t' tha .11i1:i. ts(! , Sta·ooa tQ_ 
aolmra th:l.a Govorn\a~ni thai- trw i1atll1.f.ll'(d;il:!g ch:i.ldreii wiU nat · 
i:'.Oco:ole }m'tli<j Qharglls... · 

·. " . . 

X£ tb.e:t~ are pt•ivam agenoiea in the wnntcy to whi.oh y~m 
ar~ acorodHad willing. and abl,; to· 'rind@!'taiw • a pl"offT'arn for · thn 
care· of' refu!i,'Oo ohildt<0n, the War, .RO.f'u.g(,,1! Beam ia r;(mi'.idont ·. 
that. it, can l:>..!ik\3 arrang.:Jrnants to pt'oiride thos~ ogetidee wi.th 
e.d'h1v.aw funds fo:c ·t.h!J lllillllU:.nauoe, sduoot,ion and welfare of aa 
iaan;r ch:U~ron na tha Government of that country \10'lld oo w:l.lling. 
to e.dmit~ Sh(iuld :tt prove neceaanry, .funds ~muld undoubted~,. h~ 
avtti1f!l)l0 to :nSat tJ:·.nnsport.at:ton expenses. f'l•orli Sw:tt~rland to.· 
that comi'l:,iy. · · · · ,, ~ 

K:l.n\l~; npproailh nppropl'ia to oft't~:te.is of t~a Govo:rnmant;. to ~ 
\'vhioh :,tmt. ~a a,cc1•edited, in.t'o1·m thorn of the foregoin and re~ · '<:li 
quest th~J.!. to give aasurance to the ~'hvitHl. Governn!(lnt tbi-ough . .., ·i ::· 
theil' rliplolll!l.t:lo m:l.veion in Bsrn that they will accept up. to a· . ~ . 
fi."JOOd lrt\!Jb&l' o:r rGfugee ohildl'on in .a ll)!lonnar a:l.tdl~r to that of \:L 
this. Govermu~nt. F~r the itlfOl'JIIat;!.on o£' thfl . . to .which • !. ~ . 
you e.re. eccred1tt:i1 · it if! .COJlSel,"'latiVo~ . . . tb.sre; -. · . ~ 

· ar0 in• F1·miou al(me ·~igltt to · : · . . .or.o~phnnetl. , !I 
' rai'ugee obild~on. ~Should . . · . . · . .. . nlllke: tldfl. i ,~L 
humani'lia\'inll otter; pleaee t.he .. . . . .\!.rail's ~ Ill 
to .authq:t•:t2e ita . ohioi' of. · · · in .. Be:tn .to . · · .. • ·;§• .~<· 

· nuinb'&r of :f,iiUnlgi.Ut.i;on vi~s ~:>.n~ to. ma.~~:tn. ~hei:t' . · iB · 



aui~bJe tr?nsportation racilitiea from·S~itzerland to its 
· Cl'\l1l1t,•y be~OJ!le ain!!:i.lable . The Government· m~y be LTlf'ormad tl:$t. 
the i>pf!t>:l.llJ. r~pNlis~:r.!'.tivf! r:-f the W~:r Refuge~~ Boam nttaolHld to 
tht> Mie:r:l.~!H'. lf)gation ~-n Bern will be. glnd to cooperate With­
the diplo~tic und consular officers oi' the other American Re~­
P"bHcl' in '~his "'swell n-11 :In all ot.h~r j."f'ilm>iiAlinlf't.t.1>rJC~-'--~~-=-:--~~~~~---'--~~-

\ 
E-'Jes$~ ~:~poJ:t b~· t~~lHg.:rd.:ph .-lfh&th . .o:'-t:" 

1-$,~1')::-":J. ~) ;r l'RC~ 1ved "-~~,.. 1::1s l;\-)V~l~n.vr~~nt t0 
<'<ncr; j f: r<o, tlu;. nmrl?br t'f' chl.ldr~n :t t. -~<; · ;)J'~r-~-"ed r,.; r•<lmi t . 

.:·· 

Mi.ea Cr.Ciuncey (fl?r. the Se>c 1y) },.brnhamaon, Akidn, Bernstein, Cohng 
DiJ~liH~ Fdedman, Gaetc:;»ni> Hodel, Laughlin; Lesser; ~01'1i, llalm9 

.·Mannon, X.a;rka, McCdrm!lok,, ·l'a\'11; Poh_;J.e, }'ollalti> :11ai.nsp Sat•go;yv Smitl1v. 
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HOol002o Guatemala, April 51 1944. 

Subject: Rescue and Relief of Jews of :.:.urope 
• and Other Victims of ~nemJ Persecution. 

The tlonorable 

Sir: 

The Secretory of stato, 
\~ash!ne;ton, DoC o 

I huvo the honor to refer to the Department's 
circular airGre~ of January 26, ·1944, 7 p.m., setting 
forth the policy and machinery estr-bl1shed for the 
r_e_!!oue ami relief of Jews of ~urope o.nd other victims 
of enen~ perseoutlonc. -

In oompliance with the airgrom cited, the following 
information is provided with regcrd to the current 
situation relative to the policy and activities in Gunter 
mala for the rescue and relief of refUgeese 

As is apparent from past policy and looel sentiment, 
there 1S little or noth1nt; oeinc done oi'i'1o1ally in this 
country toward tho rosouo and relief of persecuted eler 
menta in ~~ope, althouGh pormiasion he.s been crantod 
for betweeu 600 and 1000 refugoos to enter Guntemala 
since 1933.. Gunt·.:rasln is essentially an ac.;1'1culturnl 
oountrr, and both its industrial development and its 
oQnsumption of manufaotur~d eoods are limited by the 
{;Onorc.lly low level Of pUl'cbOSillg pOWGro ~·;bile 10001 
sentiment does not pos1t1voly disoournBe the imm1Gl'f'.t1on 
of ~uropeon elements, there is a stron~ feeling against 
perm1tt1ng the entrnnoo of pe:r:·sons whose commol'oisl eo­
tiv1t1es would result in the establishment of new firms 
to. share in the ox1st1ne; trnde which is cnpoble of 
little expansion. 

1:1th reo1rd to the lettered points in tho third 
parr.t.ruph of. pae,o 2 of the Department's 111re;rt\m 1n · rai'or• 
enos, the followint, 1n1'ol'mnt1on is provided, principally 
from unofi'icio.l souroeaa 

a) The Gu~tamalnn oovernrr.ent is understood to por.mit 
the entry of refUgees for permanent res1donoe who are able 
to obtdn (;Uf.lrantos of SUl.,POrt trom l'&latives \vho lll'G al• 
zteodJ residents Ozt nntionala of the country, and 1n aome 
oues-retugeos heve been ablo to gcin entey for per• 
manent residence without loqal sponsors. Howevor, 1n all 
oasos entry is srantod onlr?under tho provision of the 
GW1tomalon ImmS.gratlon lltl\'1 Which requ1ros thllt 1mmlijl'anta 
mv.y not opon now oomlrtex•o1al eato.bl1ehments, act as auents, 
or enGnG& in an, remunorvt1vo occupotlon exoept esr1oU1• 

· ture without expl"ees permission from the Guotomalnn Govern­
ment. ODlrone ref'ul)et_1s lthown to-hr.ve purchased ~-coffee 
propertr and to be e~ot:;ed 1~ ae;l"~.oul turo, but a number 
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have been gr~nted permission to establish amau 
plants i"or the me.nut~cture of articles not pre­
viously produced in this countey, and to engat;e 1n 
certain typos of business. However. there were 
many auusas of the entry pr1vilet;e, tmd in il:Qrch 
1939 the Govarnr.,ent :round 1t necessary to issue a 
decree closing any business establishments owned 
or operated b~ refugees. and requiring the rog1s• 
trat1on or bUsiness houses and the :J.1censing of 
agents working on a commission basis. The actual 
effoct of th1a decree was the closing of a number 
of small retail establishments. but several of the 
refuGee manufacturing establishments as well as · 
retusee commission agents were permitted to con-
tinue their opernt1ons. · 

'rhe Israelite Societies of Guatemala have on 
occasion ~ranteed refUgees seeking admission to 
Guatemala and apparently during the years following 
1933 and up to our entry into the war, substantial 
numbers of Jewish refUgees f~om Europe were admitted 
on e. temporary basis. The Consul:·te General reports 
that a large number of dossiers were transferred 
from points in Europe, principplly Germany, and re­
ceived final action in our·consulnte Gener~l here. 
It is believed that persons who entered GUGtemala 
on a tcmiJorary bs.sisp pondinG aqmission to the United 
~tatos, had less trouble 1n &~ining admittance to tho 
country than those who sought penr.anent residence 
hera. 

In July, 1942• the i.:.mbassr WIIS supplied by the 
Israelite Societies of Guntomnla, througn the Naval 
f ttaoh~, severr.l lia-t;s of persons in_ the refugee 
categories, principally o1' the Jewish .t'aith, who bad 
been admitted to this country subsequent to hitler's 
entry into power. Those lists 1n~y be briefly recap­
itulated as followec 

List 
Jew!~ refugees tor whom the Israelite Societies 
of Guatemala could vouoh without qu~ll1ficotion 
(oloso relatives o:f mez:;bera o:f the congregation) •• 168 

J ewls refugees who cftllle to Guatetnala without 
having role.tivea in the country. but whanthe 
Israelite Societies refiord as fully reliable 
pol1 t1onlly •••••••••••••••••• · ••••••• •. ;,; • • • • • • • • • • • 63 

List H~· 3a · man Gentile wivos of Jewish refugees ......... u 6 

List jOe 41 . 
ersone reg1Ste1'Cild QB 11 JGW18h rofu,eeS 11 W~th 

the police but who• as for as the sraelite 
societies know, are not Jewse••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

List No. §& 
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List No. 51 Baptised Jews who registered with 
the .Pollee AS llQeJ.omansn and ware SO 
trcst~d b'j the authorities (these . 
ueor.le were regarded QS politically 

OK' by the Israelite Soc1at1es) •••.••••• e 
L1st No2 fh Persons for whom the Israelite 

Societies could not vouch because 
they hnd no knowledge of their antece­
dents (the Israelite Societies had no 
suspicions of these people) ••••••• ~ ••••• & 

., List No, 71 Persons allegedly of Jewish ancost~ 
with whom the Israelite Societies had 
no contacto•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••3 

Totalo••••••••248 

It is not believed thut the above number repre• 
sents more than a small pnrli o1· the· refuGees now in 
Guatemala. ~be kinister of ~oroign Relations stated 
recontly that during 1942 Gunteocala permitted the 
entry of 600 refugees at the request of the London 
Committee, and \7.hilo some ot· thoso may be included in 
the lists o:f the Israelite bocieties, the dupl1c~ation 
is not believed to be extensive. In addition, there 
is a considerable nwrbor of persons whose Jewish an­
cestry is not sufficient to include them 1n the 
Isrnalite Societies, but who are not Aryans end there­
foro uere forced to leave ~urope. In tho ayes of the 
Guntemalen Goverruaent, tb .. so perosons are no doubt 
considered r.s Jewish refugees. 

b) As stated above, it crnnot .be so1d thr-t 
Cuateu.tln encourn[;eO -the entry of" rofucees into the 
country, especially for permenent residence. 

c) So 1'er s.s the l!®bassy has been able to ascertain, 
there have uo·en no recont oeses wherG refugees hove been 
denio} entry or turnod })eclc nt the border, and althoUGh 
uuntGmaln would probrbly cooperate in providing a tem­
porary haven to refuGees on route to a perr.~nent deat1• 
nation, the Governnent would undoubtedly require as­
sur•mcos thr.t t..lleir stay would not be pOl'L"'nnent, and 
would insist one oaratul examim:t1on ot applicants to 
@lO.rd (;c;ainot any mb.squeradinc of t.xia agents a·s ret'ucaoso 

Lost 8Df 1mpreos1on be conveyed that Guatemala le 
basically ant1-semet1o, it m1Jnt be wall to recn1l thrt 
for mnny years prior to tho advent oi' the preuont in• 
cumbent, Jewish _bankors controlled the busineea of tbia 
country end mo~pulntod it for tho1r own benefit and 
frequently OGeinst the interests of the Guaterd&lana 
themselves. The Guctemalana no doubt feel that any 
a1nglo racial or religious group exercisinG auoh heuvr 
intluenoo would bo bad for the country. 
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DUring the life of the peso its violent fluc­
tuations are felt to h~ve b~en controlled by the 
6ew18h bankers and money chii.JlGors, most or whon:, it 
\'1111 be recalled, no lonsor opern te in this ~ountey 
since the unit oi' exchange has been ohnllbed .rrom the 
peso to tho Quetzal, which i'rom tho beginning hss :: 
been pecced to tho Dollero 

JewiSh merchants still domine to most of the 
local commerce, in many inotonees to the disadvnntnge 
of Guatemalan citizens. · 'l'he nu\jor1ty of the hardware 
trade, &. large port Oi'. t-lio \'lbOlOS!llO textile business, 
end many retail establishments are owned by Jewish 
merchants who, in n nu..;ber oi' coses, hnvo not es­
tablished a.good reputation for their co~roligionists 
hero. 

These simple obsorvc-tions mcy ex loin in port 
why the Govormr.ent would not be liltely to look 'l'li th 
en1;l:iueiasm upon a new in.t'lux or Jewish roi'ue;oos, lest 
t~ey repeat the disagreeable exper1encos of the past. 

If, in the liGht of the conditions reflected 
hareinbef'oro, it is desired that this matter bu~ per­
sued further at the moment, I shall be pleased to do 
so, out would pra:t'or further instructions from the 
Dopnrtment. It nd~:;.ht be, if' any proposal is to be 
made, thnt our chances of success woul1 be enhanced 
if such n proposal covers the nooeptanco or a spocifio 
numbor of persons £or a spoc1f1c ttmo, en route to an 
ultira&te dest1nct1on, rether than imply the permanent 
absorption of' any large nwnber of persons of fore1en 
origin within tho apeoa of a short ttme. 

848 
BJ:/\VCA/KlA/3& 

Respectfully yours, 

Hoaz Longo 

Original and hectograph to DepartmBltp 
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