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~· Port-au•Pr.i.noa, Hai t1, 
t1q u, 1944, 0 

Reo'dt lay :n, '1944, 6 a.ll. 

The Be~tary ot staw, 
Wae~ton D, C, . 

A-286, ·lay. 24t l.J.tOO a. ;m .. , 1944. 

Department'• aecret circular a.irgrm.t of lolay ll, 
7aJO p.m., 1944, and praviou.e concern1ne refU&aesa 

'l'b& Rai t.1Wl !Uniator for foreieJl Aftaire",.is dis
posed to ilak tho A!'Mrloan Govul"litiilt, being cbarpd with 
the repNeel\t&tion ot Haitiati intereete in SpaiD, to 
pRnnt to tho Spaniuh Governunt a request th$. t the 
good offices ot that GovOl"mmlellt ~ utililed to inn te 
the GUIIIII.n Goves'JllleJ\t to accord to all persona bo1d1na 
HUtilln. peespt4"ta the statue of .Haitian nationala until 
the receipt tl'om the ltal tJ.&n GovcS'JllHnt ot a report on 
the ~1 ty of the paasporta in question. · 

In 11!8king this rfHlnoet. the lU.nieter qd.n o:aprea
sed. ccmcfm!lest tm7 acUc.m~tUen b& prejudicW to tM 
iutereats 'ot any authentic; Hai t4Am111, and 4eairabUi '~y 
or uadUJ.neee ot llllkina such fl request of tr.e flpeniah 
Oovorn110nt when tbe Swiss O~nt· repretMllts Ha1 t1tw 
interests in ttrr1 toey oc&Jp1e4 bi · the enetq. 

The Fol'dgn ~itlirrt.t<J' therefore l'fllU88ted that, 
before delivering &llf of'N.cial note ·1n the eenae re• 
quested, an intol'!Ml appronch to the Sprmicb Foreign 
Oti'iCG be 11111de tor aesurance that it will cerr7 out 
t.ho rtqUeet Mde. i'he 111nistno fUrther obeerwe tMt 
he hae confidence that the United State• Q(l'fi!X'l\Milt 
rill 110 oonduot tho negoUat.iOJUI •• to ea:tssuard tJ;e 
statue of Haitian nationalo which are undO!' the contl'ol 
of the Ool'tiiUI. 

ruea m. 
v c.-a 

'lt.e Cbauno.,.· (for the aao•r) &braha .. OD, .llul~, BeJ'Datetn, 
Oobn, D'.tBoS.., Fr1~, Galton, Kod~l, Lauahltn, Leeeer, 
lMXtol'41 Mann, Mum..on, llu•b, UoCormaok,. SaJOir• Smith, 
fltant1111rr, tlt.eratt, Wt1stit61n, H. D. Wh1te, Ue$ Pehle 

· DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1•11· n 

lly R. H: Parks Date...s.EEJ 4 197Z ... 
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ThocSecret:a.ry of State 

Waah.ington 

A~·24S, May 4 1+ p m , 191+4, 

··-·: 

AIRGR..W. -. FROM• Port~·au-Prince ITai ti 

DA'l'E: May 4 1944-, 4 p m 

Rao'd: May g Spm 

De.partmont' a A··l44-, Mal, 1944, 10:45 a m 

Minister for Foreign Afflltrs states that only occasions 
on '<fr&ioh quest:lon of ultimate destination with respect to 
imm1gl"atl.on and recognition of documents has arisen bas been 
in reoent conversation on the subject with me He said 
Vntioo.n Charge hera had spoken to him only on vary general 
lines of aateguarding refugees in Axis oontrolled. countries 
and could ascr-ibe report mentioned in Department 1 a airgr.iun ., .. 
to some perhaps distorted opinion expressed on the subJect 
by tho HeJ:tia.n Charge in Bern. Minister for Foreign A:ffairs 
oonfirmec1 his understanding that there was no question or 
any physical admission of refugees into Hai tl involved., 

Despite toregou1g he stands on previous position with 
regard to taltkng any positive steps in this connection. He 
01 tas the oontim11ng etforts wh1oh had been made throught 
tho 13w1as Government to rooover all Ha1 tian paaspol•·t;a 
fraudttlontly 1aauad or dishoneatlr M<tu1rod and nta:tetl that 
him Gt1verA1!1ent l}ttnnot now veey well nok the Swies Goverm1.1ent 
to do tha rt'1Vi"l'Ihil He l'efera to !lltHHmrtuJ i#akon hi!:tX•e to thia 
etHl v:hon no tie& 01~ .<~aMo;tl.n\lion of o1tizenabip waa given .• 
by P0oroe in l:l.eol9mh!t:t'·l942 (please see Embaoay despatch _ 
no 162;, o.:t' I)$Oetnbl!ll.' ~~. 194-2~ also nQ. 1578 of Nov&mber · 
:v;; 1942), He alSll points to the oas& ot Arpad Bl'esoh 
(EmbMBY despa'toh 1576 of November 131 1942 and previous) 
and l'ooalla the efforts wh1oh had been made tlu•ough ·~lle ., 
1nto1•mad1.o.1•y o:t' the BW1as Government to have his Haitian 
passport taken trom h1m, 

On the other hand, the Foreign Minister at;atod that he 
l'emalnad enti~ely sy~~U>athet1o with the motives which have 
prompted'the United States GoTernment to take this 1n1ti1ative 
and w,as prepared to aooept any formula whloh oould take above 
reservations into cono1dal•at1on. He said that he would be 
agre~abls to any plan wherein th~ United Statesp as agents 
for thQ.l'la1 t1tui. Government0 to.ok the illli'lled1ate responsibility 
to implement ·th~ proteot1on whioh the recognition of· docu~ 
inents might afford the retugees in question •. In other words 
he ia entirelt wnung ·.that the, Ame;r.:l.oan GQvernmf t w~ thi.n 

._. • • ,C" '- •• 

· 'DE.OLAsSIFIED. . . . j ' aore'b1on 
· State Dept. Lette;; l·H·72 . ' · .. 
· · ·. ·· ·~ro-p·.1:41972. . By R. lL Parks Date~ , · •- . · ' . ·~ .. :. . . . . . . .· ' . 
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. t?.l'! Ea1 t1.an Gort. 

Us d1so1•et1on to ob'liain 'tbe des~·ed obJaot1~o!l ~~ithout/ b.aviDg 
to take aDf pOe1Uon on 11;s own account which loOiild onlf re~ 
verse Us pretent ;>osi t1on and might also be preJudicial to 
such bona t!At, holders ot Ha1 t1an dooUJienta· who might now or 
late;r·~.'l.iii""full proteoUon. (:EmbasSJ' s A•244, May 3, 11 a.m.) 

CHAPIN 

VC/l&·t 

!!iss (lbb.unoey (For the Sllc'J), Ab1·~ltamB1J1\ 1 Altdn, Bernstein, 
Cohn, DUBois, ~~odman, Gaston, Hodel, Laugbl1n, Lesser, Luxford, 
Mann, Jlannon

1 
Mal'ksz. lloOormaGk.t.. ~ebleL. S.1ne• Bargoy, Sin1th, 

Stanaish, Stewart, we1f\S~e1~, nru.te, l'llee. 



<·!11'; tw.y 3 :U H m.:,. 194-11-. 

:,;r.;par<;ment 1 a t)i:t't;~ttla~· Apx··~.J. 22. 19illL 7:30 p ~m · 
,·:. 

,-.· . 

. ascribr.Hl :r.eason to igti.Q:<'a.riih> 4U \;;o ·;:.l',:a~·l;""'·: •,;<y .<; .. ,:.• .• .\ '·'' 

_J>_anapo1•ta may be produced tor :r.aoog~lition:_ o:t' ~alid! ty 

by r•ofugeea concerned, I;f no auch p~espo:rts are pro

duoed:·Foretgn Minister states that_gratuitous blanket 

atat~nnant of recognition at this ·time l!ligh,t laMr prove 

praJudblal ·to bona fide oases, Nel}w.s oonstantly

mliinta1.ned negati-ve poait1on 0 ho~ever1 of boing willing.· 

~o e.oknowledge val1d1. ty it question' is raise~.\ in· speoii'io 
. . .. -

oasea No: requcata · o:f' th.is nature have been ourz•ently 

.received 
CHAPIN 

. . 

.. :tiEcLASSifl~D 
·State Dept; Letter, 1-il-72 · . .. . 

'VC/let ·_B, ~ 11L.~lit~: riat;_,$EP J 4 J972 



D. c. 
--. .. _-...,.. .~~ 

i-~.(t> 

. . .i'f' 
I have the honor t_Q- ·acknowledge receipt of tb._e-·· 

Department's circular ~i;rgram of JanuarY 26, 7:00 p.m., 
directing me to enlist the aid of the Government to 
which I am accredited for assistance to Jews and 
other Nazi yictims, and asking certain specific ques-
tions. · 

I read an abridged statJDlent of this in the French 
language to President Lescot. .. The latter informed me 
that he proposed to make certain collections for the 
War~ Fund. At the moment of conversation:, the Presi
dent had in mind a donation of $10,000 from the State 
Lottery~ the profits from the sale of tickets to see 
the tilm of his journey to the United states, and pos
sibly a special stamp surcharge on .l.etters leaving the 
country. It. was his idea that thes~ collections could 
lie delivered to a fund (I gathered, the u. s. War Fund), 
fr'om which it would be possible to make payments to 
refugees. The manner and tempo of the implementation 
of the foregoing admirable intention.remains_to .be ·seen. 

As reg arcs the placing of refugc:~es in. Haiti, there 
would be no point in sending any here who are not cap-

·. able of earning their livelihood and probably the only 

::r: 
rn 
-n 
c 
G) 
r.; 
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....... 
CJI 

.way that they could do so would be to have a little "D 

capital of their own or else have sut'ficient commer- en 
cial aptitude to enlist the assistance of others to ' 
obtain a little money for such purposes. Even so, how- 11 
ever, .the prospects seem precarious. In view of the l.l 

.low cost and abundance of labor and the existence of 

~o~~~~~!e~ bjt¥-~~~~~~;:~~aii!h:o~~;~ !::t 
unfortunat .QtJtqi'tjtrther;···tbe··Ha:itian .. budget is so 
limi_t_ed_ t \c~\.~.Xl~9.ul,4 .. 9.~ .. ~f.~.~~ .. .:I!!L.Q.AAr~e it with sums 
for refuge 1ltit>.v'61"t, apart from what President Lescot 
may be abl ~aaJP.d!Jie by··o\l'tlside .. means. ·._·_._'\-._ . 

. · : . . . ·. V B ·.- · 
J,Oilf;•)UJ a•ycpou There 

DE(lLASSJ:FrE'D .. · 
St_ate De~~.'l;ettcr, 1:p :7~ 

By'R. H. l?arks DllW~j 4 1972· · . 



H0cto sent to DCA 
v 

There are over one hundred Jews in Haiti 
being supported by the Joint Jewish Relief Connnittee 
in the United 'States • 

. ~ 



State, 
!) • c. 

In 1'eference t'9 my despatoh no. 2521 o1' Janu
ary 31, 1944, regarding m.ee.suros taken by tile !iai tlan 
_Goverlllllent in rendering assistance to ra1'ugoos i'roin 
Nazi persaou1;ion, I huva tha llonor to report that 
as of ·l?abruary 7th President Lasoot appoil1t1:1d the 
follol'lir)Ef to U Committee of•,id!'or lU:lfU[;Etes: 

J>resident Lescot j?reuidant 

l:f.r • './e J:i. \VHli8IllS 
co-h•esiut.lll't of the 
BHtlque l':atioriala'·da . ~ 
la Republiqua d'lli:i.i.ti.." TI'eusUl'el' 

liir. i~bal Laoroix 
8eoratary of ;:Hats fol' 
Oonuueroe, FilitlJ:,oe lUld 
Nati<Juul J~oonOll\Y ' ;. . MOlilbar 

11ii•. J. w. Thoms an 
rf!llllagOl', Royal 1.\.mk . 
of Canada l.;.embor 

lilr." Gontrun Rouzier. 
· Under-.:>eoret~ry oi' 
8tnta !'or Interior 
and ror Ini'ormatior. and General l'olioo , ]!;~eouti"o aeorE:Jtnry 

AS a t'irst contribution t.o tllia ·fund ~'~Gsident 
-Lescot turned over ~500 whioh, r ~priwantad ~lie proce~s ~· 
in the amount or ;ii462 o20, takt•n :t'rolll a· ~hoVIing of· a 
film o:r the J>residant' s visit lust fall 'to ~nnadn• 
Unito<l Btataa and Cuba togetha:• witll inoidetital ·' 

· oe~ntribu.Uons o 

l 
! 
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contributions. 

,-,t its first r.;eoti ~ uu .i!'ebruw:y 7th "Lne uewly 
appointed Goi<wd. ttee onuorsed th!:l l're~:~id(H!"L 's plan. 9 

as outliued iH ;;1y deal'"'"cb. no. 2521 UlJ.der roference 0 
to o btf,iJ.-, l'unds. (1) by a speciul i!lt.ute lottery for 
\ilo.ooo; ;1nd (2) by a spucif1l issue of > oer.tillle 
postae,;t-" s tcu:t_ps. 

VG:I<tlk 
l•'ile:7ll 
'.l'o JJGpt: Ori(5il·~)l & 

!lectog:t•apll,, 

Hespeot1'ully yours. 

J. C. \:hiteo 



CONTROl COPY 
RMN 

"' _;J~_J11G;~~-: .}~:;·_·~:-;3Yr 
1 .. _ f<;,·.-,,-,.. 

FGE!'-f\..7.~-:-~~~I!·-~G : HAI11Io 
):.04'/ twenty-seve~th 
' -~"' o.espatch 

ll~f:=•:c·,,nce to yovs x.~ Noo 2521 of Jr.nurry Zl. 1944o 

It "-7 :?9 ~: source cf sat:.tsfpction to tl'JB ':.;Fr f:efli.f~ee 

Roerrl to l"P>'T1 cf Fr8Ed_0ent L<!scotq~ ;;len -to lil>1ltP !?V??il~ 
clt~sp&tch 

at'l(~ .·1o.o00 to b-, 'J.SPll ln :c:-~fugec· 1·!0'f'lc. Your <~~~t of 

the a.nnouncer;wn:<; oi' the est . .,blishment of a committe" by 

i.Ores1<1.ent Lescot ?or th~ aid of rofuge-s a end by the f<>ot 

t.het e portion of thP pbove sum has been !iif.'de av ::il::lble 

for 1m.meQi.(-·te uee. 

for ym.u• aonsiuer"tion <:>.nd counsel. The Boord 1:3 rJ'!lPre of 

the limited -oos~libilities 1n HP-iti for e progrrm for the 

numbers e.t 1"8St nwy bA ;:-bsorbea. by the RenubU.t~. 
mru. 
\~::.. .. ) 

. !HB: G-L'!l: VHJ CCA _, S':TP i 
: '-., 

3/27/44 
\ 
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Karoh 215, 1944 

3130 p.m. 

'len Mr.GeorgeL.Warren 

J. w. Pehle 

1 shwld appncia;te lt 1t the attnohed 

alrgnua were traDIBd.ttad to AlllbaalladGl" JabJl Campbell 

White in Hdt1 aa eoon aa poeelble. 



To the American Embassy 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

Reference to your report No. 2521 of January 311 1944. 

It was a source of satisfaction to the War Refugee Board 

to learn of President Lescot's plan to make available $101 000 to 

be used in refugee work. Iaur report of February 10, No. 2559 

brings further encouragement through the announcement of the 

establishment of a committee qy President Lescot for the aid 

of refugees and qy the fact that a portion of the above sum has 

been made available for immediate use. 

Please express to President Lescot the sincere appreciation 

of the War Refugee Board. 

If a definite plan presents itself in whioh Haiti can 

render concrete assistance, it wiJ.l be subnitted to you for your 

consideration and counsel. The Board is aware of the l:lmited 

possibilities in Haiti for a program for the immigration into 

Haiti of refugees, but it hopes that small numbers at least ~ 

be absorbed qy the Republlo. 



APR l 0 1944 

Dear Mr. \Qtite: 

The Secretary of State has referred to me copies 
of your Dispatches Nos, 2521, of January 31, 1944, and it& 
enc1oeure, and 2659, of February 10, 1944, ln reu1y to the 
Department of State's circular airsram of January 26, 1944, 
requesting information as to the extent to whiCh the Haitian 
Government can cooperate in aiding refugees from Basi persecu-
tion. 

Your cooperation in this aatter and the meaaurae 
which President Lescot has taken to help in the reecue and 
relief of the victims of enei!IT~ oppreealon are grea\ly appre-
ointed, · · 

Hr. J. 0. White, 
Emblll&7 of the United State•, 
l"ort-a"O-Prlnce, HaUl. 

fR' l!'rllllll' :r. W. 'PilllJ"' 

.r. w. Peble 
Ezeoutlve Direotor 
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Port-au-1-'rince, Haiti, Ji.pril 3, 1944. 

No. 275f 

..:;Ubject: •rransmi ttint~ Letter from President Lescot 
in recard to HaiLi's Contribution to the 
National )ar E'u.nd, United Nations Helief 
-~/ine. 

The :nonon:tble 

Sir: 

The Secretcry of State, 
·.ie.shinc;ton, :J._ C. 

·, 
c_ 

.ii th reference to the Department's telegran 
Iio. lOl,. of Larci; 27, 1944, transmitting an expl'ession 
of a_rrreciation on the part of the \,'ur Refugee Board 
for the contribution bein-: nade by Haiti in aiu to 

1/ refueees, I have the honor to enclose a copy, with 
2/ translation of' a communication \'lhich Fresident Lescot 

sent me RS of Llarcll 30th in <icknowledgr.ent of the one 
I aC.d.ressed to !lin on l,:arch 2dtll in conpliance with 
instructions, 

~s will be noted, the !resident points out that, 
for reasons cited, it was his intention that Haiti's 
contribution be made availaule tp the ~ational Ear 
Funa, United Nations Helief .lin~, rati1er than to the 
.~r Refugee Board. He goes on to say, hdwever, that 
tne profits of the State Lottery, to which reference 
v•as raade eurlier in the Embassy's despatch No. 2521 
of January Jlst and Ho. 2~59 of i!,ebruary 10, 1944, 
will, in fact, be turned over to the benefit of the 
'dar Refugee Board at the appropriate time, 

Respectfull~y~o s, 

~~lc:_ -· 
Vinton C~in 

Char~::~ d'.A.ffaires ad interim 

"'fclosures: 
~··i; From President Lescot 

dated March 30, 1944. 
2/ Translation of No. 1 

supra. 
File: 711. 
VC :YJIK 

....·-. 

l 
I 

_':• 
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I.E PRE0IDEllT 
DE LA 

REPUBLI.~T.;1!: 

' . 
)' 

Enclosure No-. ·1- to 
Despatch No,' 2710 of' 
April 3, 1944, from 
The :Embassy at 
Port-au-Prince. 

·CGFY 

PALAI0 bl.'l'ICJ:~,·.r., Port-au-Prince, le )l 1-:ars, 194 
4 

Monsieur le Charge d 'Af'i'aires, 

J'ai 1~ avec l'interet que vous devez deviner, votre 
lettre du 28 mars courant, dans lac;uelle vous m 'ap_prenez 
que votre 1J.mba0sade n 'B. pas manque d 'attirer 1 'attention 
du Departement d 'Ltat a ,iashington sur lbs mesures prises 
par un Corai"Ge Eaiticn, q_ub j'o.i i'honneur ue presicler, 
pour v&nir en aide aux victimes de :io. guerra. 

Croyez bien c;_ue j'upprecie, comme il se doit, 
1~ diliGence 1ue vous avez mise a instruire votre Gou
vernement de cette demarche que nous avons entreprise. 

Les fonds que nous recueillons en ce moment 
ne sont pas destines, ainsi que vous l'avez cru, au ~ar 
Refugee Board, mais au National,.iar ~Und, United NatiOns 
Relief ".fine;, dont le siege est a New"""'Y'Ci'ri~ et qui s 'occu
pe de faire parvenir du secours-aux victiraes immediates 
de la ,suer1·e, dans les pays qui ant directement souffert 
G.e la bourrasque qui balaie le fuonde. 

Le verite est que le Gouvernement Haitian en
visaGe en ce moment la possibilite_de faire or:;aniser 
par la Lot erie de 1 'Etat :iiai tien, en faveur du war Refu
gee BoardJ un tirac;e special dont taus les benefTCe'S"'""'Se
ront~es 0. cette Grcanisation. 

Nous aiJhom-; b. esperer que notre contribu-
tion, pour minime qu'elle soit, aidera a soulaeer un 
peu la misere de ceux ~ui sont les pitoyabl~s victi
mes d'une abominable r;uerre provoquee par des dements 
assoiffes de domination. 

Avec rues remerctments, je vous demande de 
recevoir, Monsieur le Charze d'Affaires, l'assurance 
de mes sentiments cordiaux. 

1!;. LESCCT 

Monsieur Vinton Chapin, 
Char~e d'Affaires, a.i., 

l~bassade des ~tats-Unis d'Amerique, 
Port-au-Prince. 
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Tilli PRES IDE NT 
OF THE 
REPUBLIC 

Sir: 

Eflclosur~-No. 2 uO. 
Despatch No, 2710 o~c 
April 3, 1944, tram 
The .E.mbassy at 
Port-au-Prince, 

TRA.NSLATICN 

National Palace, Port-au-Prince, 
March 30, 1944. 

You can imagine with what interest I read your let
ter of !l"arch 28th, in .hich you auvise me that your EI!l
bassy has not failed to draw the attention o1' the State 
Department to the steps taken by the Haitian Col!Wiittee, 
over which I have the honor to presi6e, to help the 
victim9 of the war. 

Belitove me, I appreciate, as is appropriate, the 
interest (dilie;ence) you have taken in inforllline; your 
Government of this plun that we have undertaken to 
carr~' out. 

The funds that we are nov. collecting are not 
inten6ed, as you had thou,:;ht, for the ".fur Refugee 
Board, but for the National ,Jar Fund, United Nations 
Relief .iing, thE< office of which is in New York and 
which is encaged in extendinG help to the immediate 
victims of the vmr in countries which have suffered 
directly fror~ the storm which is sweeping the \iorld. 

The fact is that the Haitian Government just now 
is looking into the possibility of orgap.izing through 
the State Lottery, for the benefit of the Y:ar Refugee 
Board, a special drawing of which all the profits 
will be turned over to that Organization, 

·;re like to think that our contribution, smnll 
though it be, will help a little to ease the misery 
of those persons who are the pitiable victims of 
a horrible war brought on by madmen thirsting for 
domination. 

VIi th my thanks, I beg you to accept, Sir, the 
assurance of my cordial sentiments, 

ELI£ u;:;cvr 
lvlr. Vinton Chapin, 

Charg~ d'Affaires, a.i., 
Embassy of the United States of Amerioa, 

Port-au-Prince. 


