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CROSS REFERENCE ON COOPERATION. WITH. OTHER. GOVERNMENTS:
JATIN AMERICAN (MEXICO)

FOR:

Amendment to this License .
Extension of this License .

Renewal of this License .

J000

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

FOR MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THIS FILE
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SEE: PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION
TO SWITZERLAND

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRANCE)
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March 5, 1945

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

 The foliowlng message for you from Joseph Schwartz was
received through the Americen Embassy in Paris under date of
March 2, 1945:

"Regarding Mexican children emigration OSE here

will not take any active steps select or transport
children to Mexico oy any other country without

consul ¥ing us and giving us the opportunity of tek-
ing it up with other interested agencies. Wish

point out also OSE will not as general policy
emlgrate children from France except for very valid
reasons such as reuniting families, et cetera.
Faturally we have long ago adviged both International
Red Oross snd Filderman that we wish operate in our
pame and that Congress may not operate with our funds.
Must again emphasize these difficulties cannot be
cleared up until our represantative admitted Bucharest
m Som.' N

Very truly yours,
1 raed) Flomence Todel

Florence Hodel
Agsistent Executive Director

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretery,
Americen Jewish Joint Distritution Compi ttes,

270 Madieson Avenus
few York, 16, New York.

W(/

REHatchison: 3/5 /457 ,
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‘Rec'd 12:15 a.m. 3rd
Secretary of State

¢ Washington

985 Second )
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FOR MOSES LEAVITT AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
FROM JOSEPH SéWARTZ
"Regarding Mexican children emigrétion dSE here will
nct take any active steps select or transport children to
Mexico or any other country without consulting us and
" giving us the opportunity of taking.it up with other
interested agencies. Wish point out also OSE will not
as general policy emiérate children from’F}ance except
for very valid reasons such as reuniting f?milies, et cetéra.
Naturally we have long ago advised both International
Redecross and é&lderman that we wish operate in our name
and that .Congress may not operate with our funds. Must

again emphaéize these difficulties cannot be cleared up

until our representative admitted Bucharest and Sofia'.
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Tho cable below 18 throunh Ve Refugee Board.
¥Pleapes dellver fallowbng moesage o Joseph Bchwartz

gror . Ao Leavits of

Coamitises

qwer*agm Jewish Jolnt Distribution

QUOTE OBk sdvises ve lexieo grenving onc hundred

i I3 4
vigas for children Irangé snd OS5

vie pavised ODX

Yaris wwas apked select

gere that auestion of emigration

ch¢1ur5(\b
of children fyon France must De dotermired ¥ Jerwish Com-~

manity Fepones in cooperation with

Jewish ageney JDG pnd onheyre.
problen which
1aternl Gecialons thie character

(mr poslition ue congserned only with

sgenclies such as 038
selieve this 18 serioue
musy be fully giscussed in order that uni-
should not be taken.

welfare of children

and we ready ablle py Judguent of organized Jewish Community

of country. If Community

nasurally we prepared coopevrate fullest extent.

anvpoves OSE lexicen project

UNQUOTE
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CHBLY TO AMEyICAN FMBASSY, PARIS, FROM ¥AR FEFUGKE BOARD,

i3y

Please celiver follewing mersage to Joceph Schrarte from ¥. 7. Leavitt
of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committees

# QUOTE  OSE ADVIEES US YFXICO GRANTING ONE HUNDRED VISAS FOR
CHILDREN FRANCE AKD OSE PARLS WAS 4SKED SELECT CHILDREN, VE

ADVISED OSE AE B THAT QUESTION OF EMIGRATION OF CIIILDREM FROM
FRANCE MUST BE DETFRMINED BY JEWISH COMMUNITY FRANCE IN
COOPERATION FITH AGEHCIES SUCH AS OSE JEYISH AGENCY JDC AND
OTHERS, BELIEVE THIS 18 SERIOUO PROBLEM VWi.ICH XUST BE FULLY
DISCUSSED IN ORDER THAT UNILATERAL DECISIONS THIS CHARACTER
SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN, OUR POSITION ¥E CONCERMED ONLY WITH
HELFARE OF CHILDREN ANL WE READY ABIDE BY JUDGMEKT OF CRGIUIZED
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF COUNTRY,. IF COMMUNITY APPROVES OBE MEXICAH
PROJECT NATURALLY WE PREPARED COOPERATE FULLEST EXTENT. UNQUOTE

3:00 peme
February 16, 1945

7/*/3’

JMiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cchn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston,
Hodel, McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files

RDrury 2/16/45




CONTROLCOPY

Mexico, D. F., México
Dated:
kec'd: September 22, 5pemo

seoretvary of State,

-;ashington, D. C. >
ng Loty A-3408, Sept. 20, noon, 1944

Reforence is made to ths Department’s telegram
No. 1493 of August 10, 8 p.m., 194, transoribing
a mossage from the War Refugee Board for transmission
to the Mexiocan Government. wor the Department‘'s informa-
¢ion, I transmitted the wer Refugee Boerd's measage to
the Foreign isinister on August 14, in 8 personal note
and under date of September 6, have recelived a note
from him reading in part and in translation as follows:
"In this connection, 1t is my pleasure to express my
apprecintion end that of my Govermuent, for the ex-~
pression of the liar refugee Board, whose message has
been conveyed to the competent Mexican authorities”.

cioD/eer
8.8

&




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

"“OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

To : Mr. George L. Warren /

/

From: Mr, J. W. Pehle /
/

/

It will be apprecisted if you wil;{' arrange for

appropriate clearance and immediamte dispatch im cipher

of the attached propoeed cable to Aub?ésador Messersuith
/

in Mexico, D. F. /




CABLE FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD 70 AMBASSADOR MESSERSMITH, MEXICO, D.F,

Pleage refer to your letter of August 24, Wo. 19677 to the
Department, The War Refugee Board appreclates your cooperation
with Weldmen and Landau in their successful efforts to induce the
Mexican Government to esteblish a "Pért of Refuge” for':refugees from
enemy occupied countries in Burope for the duration of the war, If
you have not already done so, you may wish to convey to the Mexican

authorities the message contained in the Department's cable No, 1493

_of August 10,




QABLS FROM WAR RFUGER B0 MR 10 AMBASSATOR EESSURSMITH, HMBLICO, DT,

"Plesse refer to your letter of Awmst 24, Fo, 19677 to the
Departuent, The ¥ar Refugce Bonrd appreclates your cooperaiion
with Weldmsn snd Landau in thelr succsaeful efforts to induce the
Hexlcsn Government to establish a Port of Refuge® for refusess from
eneny occunind gountries in Murope for the duration of the wer, If
you have not slready done so, you Ray wish to convey to the Hexlean
anthorities the message contained im the Deprrinent's cable Yo, 1493

of August 10,

WL
MBargoystdh
9/3/44,
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: uXIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SEKT
FROM: Secretary of State, Washington

To: Aplegation, Bern
DATED: August 31, 1944
NUMBER: 2004

*

FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD.
Please deliver-the following message to Saly Meyer from M.h. Leavitt
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

QUOTE PLEASE GONTACT MEXICAN LEGATION BERN REGARDING INTRUCTIONS

, THEY RECEIVED FROM MEXICAN GOVERNMENT<TC OBTAIN FROM YCU LIST OF

! ’ 400 OUTSTANDING HUNGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNAL LEADERS, RABBIS ETC. TO

’ WHOM DOCUMENTS WILL BE ISSUED BY SWEDISH LEGATION BUDAPEST ON BEHALF

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. THESE DOCUMENTS WILL ENTITLE THESE HUNGARIAN
JEWS TO PROTECTION OF SWEDEN AS PROTECTION POWER: FOR MEXICAN
NATIONALS., ASSUME YOU WILL COMPILE LIST OF OUTSTANDING
PERSONALITIES BASIS YOUR OWN KNOWLEDGE AND AFTER CONSULATION WITH
WHOMEVER YOU BELIEVE DESIRABLE UNQUOTE

THIS 1S WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 152

DECLASSIFIED
" . 7 State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

S - ' 7 : : , -~ By R HParks Date_§EP.Y 4 1972

|
!
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T DEPARTMENT OUTGOING ~ DIVISION OF

N

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND REGORDS
XD sugust 10, 194 .
This telegram must bE- . ) 9.7
paraphraged before being 8 pots - / {/ .,ﬂé//{fﬁf'
cxrunieated %o anyonc - A s
. otl:er Lope o LodEe.sEnd ; //j}f’,fﬁfﬂ;
" ageEneye s 7 CE e
LHACMBASBY, ;; %3
- - S P
KEXIQO, D.F. cSL 2 =
1493 " Hm= Y 5
if you deem it appropriate, ploase convel &e, the Yexioan

~— 3

guthorities the followiny messapge from the War‘ﬂéiugsi:Boa;&g
QUOTE The War Refugee Board has been informed o;:tha = .
recent generous offer bi/thn Mexiesn Government to parmgg~EPc
establishment in Mexico'for the duration of ¥he war of a solony
of Eupopean Jewish refugess. The Board doeply appresiates this
humsnitarian action by the Mexican Goverament and belisves that
1t will constituts a measurable contribution to the sfforts of
the United Nations to rescus Jaws andiother gimilar groupe nov
in imminent danger of death in snemy territory. The Board
wishes to assure the Mexlean Governz:ent that should refugees be
admitted to Mexiao in acoordanes with the Hexlsan Government's
pronouncement and at the request of the Var Refugee Board, the
Boaré will make nacessalry finanoial aprangementa for the main-

tenance and care of cuch refugees in Mexico. UNWUOTE
Poard prefers that 1f possible, any publle announcement which

may result from foregoing be mads at Washington rather than

Mexico City.

s*fs:'r'rmn)xs
Acti
(aixy
WRB: MUV KO O Ma 3/CR
8/9/ 44




CABLE TO AMBASSADOR MESSERSHMITH, HEXICO CITY, FROM THE
DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

'If you deem it appropriate, please convey to the
¥exican authorities the following message from the War
Refugee Board.

“The War Refugee Board has been informed of
the recent generocus offer by the Mexican Government
to permit the establishment in Mexico for the
durastion of the war of a colony of European Jewish
refugees. The Board deeply appreciates this
numanitarian action by the Mexican Government and
believes that it will constitute a measurable
contribution to the efforts of the United Nations
to rescue Jews and other similar groups now in
imminent danger of death in enemy territory. The
Board wishes to assure the Mexican Government that
should refugees be admitted to Mexico in accordance
with the Mexican Government's pronouncement and at
the request of the War Refugee Board, the Board will
nake necessary financial arrangements for the maintenance
and care of such rafugees in Mexico."

12110 Pelle
August 9, 1944

Miss Chauncey (For the Secly), Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Priedman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, McCormeck, Cabdle Control Files

( uj&B7 :ﬁaFriedman;lhh éfg/ﬁq N
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Qe LY iU ATIONS
AMENDA Y, GO REGORDS

Ki1d08 ( LIAISON) B“NTRﬂL EOPY o
lQé;” Third . &7
1. ' hefugee Board hoe besn informed by Jolnt Distri-

bugien - ommities that President of wai@e’gés raeeﬁtly
ftasus | prooles -Bion stnting that Msxzise will furnish
fasi Ll .es for ¢ lmipalon of refugees fros enemy oocoupisd ]
fuz e for the ¢ aration of the war., Kindly securs and cable
31 pons lle tex of presleametion for use by Beard in deale
Sy whin offex Yy Hﬁngapaaﬁ/éswernment $0 pernit emigration

gf wzef 1goss frg Hungary.

e

WABSOLWSOMH  g/oR - MA
8/3/44
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COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL REFUGEE PROBLEMS

144 Bleecker Strest, New York 12, N. Y.

i

ALgonguin 4 0722 ) May 12, 1944

¥r;rLaurense Lesser
War Refugee Board
Dreasury Department
Washingtons D. C.

Deax Lesser:

I have been talking with del Vayo‘/ about Ambassador Messersmith' s‘/
report from Mexiso that there is a good deal of anti-Semitic feseling in the
country and opposition to increaged immigration.

YVery confidentially I will report del Vayo's feeling that while
there 1s anti-Semitism in Mexico”as there is in the United States, nonsthe-
less thils does not characterilze the attitude of the Mexloan Govermment which

1s quite ready tb welcome immigrants and believes that the prosperity of
Mexico is in large measure dume %0 past immigration.

Binoerely yourss
A lie T 9:7 g

Charles R. Joy

orjsea R
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Hexloo, w#.f., april 27, L9

40 17,235

X o

wubjest: astivitles of iie visr «afugse Boeré sng thoiossi-
pilities of vellsboratlon with it by the Hexlosm
overnmsnt.

ha nonorsble
tThe .eerstary of .tets,
waghington, s C.

ol

i hsve the henor to refsr to the veoparts '=i§§r
sirgrem of January 26, 7 Defie, iaforming thi® ambassy that the
, residemt—bad TUBTYUGTEd tLs Sgorateries of :itate, Tressury, and
tap L0 take setion for tho lmmedlate rescuve snd re¥lefr of the
Jows of surope =nd otier vicebims I enemy psraeaution. This e
bapsy has Legsn gareful uotse of (ue separtmentts lnstruetion. 1
heve 0 profer to Luls smbussy’s despateh so. 15,781, of February
8, 194i, in waleh we mudo & preliminery asckouwledgikent ol Whe De-
pertaent's Llnstructlon, s well s& 8 prelimiusry report. 4 also
heve t0 refar Lo my Gespatoh No. 16,011, of rebrusry 18, 1944, to
tos sffeet th:t the epnrtment'’s jnstruction was alscussed by
the wmbnasy wlth tus Jorelgn uffice hers. 4t will be recalled
from this deapabok that ths forelgn grfice informed t:ils imbassy
ihet, while iexieo is entirely ln sympathy with the proposed eo=
tivities of ihe - ar nhefugse Doard, Lt nevartheleas ocnnot taks
sny &otivity toward iae trangportation of refugess o this vom~
vinent, us it has no tremsportatlion facilivtles available for this
purposs ner oun 1t ¢ ssume any responsibility for the mslntenance

and omgs of such refugses in dexleo., The PFoxelsgn office informed

the smbessy that it 18 well known that dexioo is arfording hose
pitality o large groups of Jpanish refugees, as well as to large
numbers of other refugess from lurops, many of them of the Jewish
falth, in sdaitlon to ceoperating in the seattlement in Leon,
Guane juete, of approximately 1500 Pellsh refugess for the dursa-
tion of the war,

This smbessy rvosived in dus eourse the be artmant's elr-
oular alrgrem of Fabruar{ 29, 7:30 p.he, instruetlng me o exflere
with the appropriute offlclels of the Foreign Offlce tShe possi-
bilivy of Hexlce's colleborat with the war Jdefugee Board
through the imsuance by Lthe Mexlcan Government of a deolaration
of polioy similar te that made by the Fresident of the tnited
states apd by the lissuspnce by the Poreign Office of inetructions
to its representatives in other sountries ocmpareble to the in-
struotions contained in the hepartment's tslegram of Jonuary 25.

In scoerd with this lastruetion, there was left with the
Poreign Offlce o acmorandur, NO. 2,61, of which e oopy lis irans-
mitted herewitn, on Barch 2, 194k, and the ful) purpose of the
Hor Relfuges Doard and the goliey of our government as exprossed
by Fresident sopsevelt again’ got Torth to the Foredgn Orfice. We
have hed ne further reavtion of an ofticlel charadter tihom the
Hesioan Government beyond thet.alraady s4%. foith in my dedpateh
fo. 16,011, of Februuzy 18, 194b. : - .
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In the meentlae, this 3mbassy hes recelved the Deperte
ment's confidentiel circulsr alrgres of april 15, 7 p.a.,
referring further t¢ its olroular sirgrss of Januavy 26, 7 p.me,
and to subgeguent communiostions, and laferming this imbsssy
that the vepartment haos pow subiorized the cemsuluy offlcers ln
awitzsrlend to lesus up o LOUQ guota immigration viess to refu-
gee children up %o 1o yners of age without regard t0 religlen,
netionality or statsless status. Tholispartment states that the
purpose of thls suthorization 18 to fsoilitate the esmoaps to
switzsrland 'of orphensd or sbhendoned calldren by glving essure
anoes 0 the Jwilss vovernuent that thess children will not re-
aain in Switzerlsnd afier the terminstion of hoaskilities in :urope.
The bepartmsut instructs me to approash the appropriste orrficlals
of tne xexloan Jovernment in order to inform that goverament of
our action ss set forth irp our alrgrsw undsr refersnce, and %o
request the kexloan sovemnment to glve sssurance Lo the Jwiss Gov=
ernment of 1ts aseeeptence up to = fixed number ol refuges ohild-

‘ren in a wmanner slmilar to that of ow wwn uoveramant.

in this .mbassy's 8lrgrem jo. A~1348, of ipril 20, 11 s.m.,
i inforssd the Lepertment thet, slthough ths attitude of the
mexlesn overnment with respset to the receptlom of refugees hes
pean fairly -1ibsral, it is my oplnlion that the HMexleanr Government
is not particularly interwsted in reeelvinyg suy conelderable num-
ver of refugess from . urope sither during or alter the war. 1
stated that + had gathered the lmprassion through confidential
conversations from time to time wilth high orfficlels of the Haxi-
can Government when I have ulsorestly explored tils sltuation,
that this is ths stiitude of the sexicusn Gouvernment. 1 there-
fore ateted in wy sirgram thst the probabilitles wers thet the
~exican covernment would not be willing to comalit {tself. 1 zlse
stated thet in coraer to sesure anythlng 1ikKs & favorable rsoepe
tion, it would be neeessery to prepare the ground carefully in
the Mexiesn Government and among the highsat officiels, «nd tast
i was taking the eppropriate stepa to th.ls end.

I am sure it is not nesessary for me to iuform the Jaeparte-
ment of iy deep Llaterast ln this pefugee problem. The Jopartment
is sware that the clroumstancss of ay servics, boih Iin the fiasld
and in the Lepartment of cwats, have brought me in close sontaot
with this problem. Thelepartuent Lo aware that from the very Le-
giening of the Neami reglime when the pjersecutlon of Jews end
others begen on sush & vast sealse, L tTOOK u very Gstermined stand
with regerd to such dlasgriminstions and perssoutlons apd have
constantly in ny officlal cepacity, done everything i could to
further the steps taken by our governmsnt and other governnents
to slleviate the situstioct Lin whioh so0 many unfortunates found
shemselves, ' The Department will appreclate therefore timt 1
view ths initietive of the iresident es expressed in his execgue~
tive opder settlng up the War Hefugee Board with ocmplete under-
standing and aympathy, and that I wish in wmy officlal and personal
sapsoity to bs a8 nelpful in oarrying threugh the objestives of
the Hoard end of our govarnment es mey be poasibls.

48 will have baen apperent to the ..epartment, however,
from uy despatohes No. 15,781, of February 8; and 1&.011. of
Februery 18, only very limited collaeboratlon oen be expected from
the Mexloen Goverament in tho refugee problem., Beoause of my

deep intereat in the rofugee problem in general, L have not failed,
durzns tho more than two yoers that I heve besn in Maxioo, to
study the poasibilitles of Mexiso's revelving refugees Lrom jurcpe
during and after tho war, I have been in olose Bouoh not only
with cur offliolal, but wich our private orgenizations in the

_ United Jtates which are endeavoring to aid refugeds. I have besn

L g ia
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ip close tuuel with the probleu of endsavoring te Tind places
where suoh velugbes may go &nd to this end I have not fulled
during the past twe years to explore this situstion in Haxlioo
and L heve regretfully bad to gome -to the conelusion that Hexico
iz not likely %te offer faciiities of refugse for sny considerable
sunber of réfugess during or after this War.

dezico b3 a falfly hOMOgeneo.s population aad up W the

- present time thers nks been no svideance of raclel disorimlnaticn.

The Medlesn wovernment Rss indicuted conaistently that 1t desires
tvals #iduation to continue. Aslthough it Lus meintuinsd e rather
1iberel attitude wilh respsct to sertain types of refugses, it
Gus beeh reosptlve more partieulerly to refugees ef spanish ori-
gin. The Deperiment is swele that from the beginnlnge of the
spenish Civil war, sexleo opened her doeors very freely %o refugoes
rrom Spain of 2ll types of politlesl eplalon. ihe rasaived refu-
gees of tho sxlrene uipgiht and ol the oztrems ~aft, ohe regalved
thess refugess in very sohsidarsble number and placea pruotically
ne limitetion upon those anfesvuring to apter Hexlco. ohe re-
csived prastiewlly wll who deplpred Lo snter Xexico sna who eould
fipd faclilitvies for lsaving spuin o who uould secure shippine
seconodaations.

sexieo also reeeivad & vertzin pumbe:s of refugees from
ctiizr countplae of =urdps, ipe lndlng meny Jows, and ehe meds 1O
disorimination with psspset te race or rel lglon among tne refu-
se98 she recelved from wther sountries. #exleo, however, did
axerolse tne sane ngasure of prudence azorolsed by us ln the is=
susnes of vizis te refugees snd =Gmitted ¢nly those physiloally
rit enc who hag o eriminal or veher unfeversble reaord. The
pumber of refugess Irom souniries cther then Jpafn, howevsr, was
xept within the very definite 1imits that they set by the lasu~
sance of visss by Hexiosn sunsulsr and ¢iplomstice offielels,

pna whole regord in reosat yaars hss shown that Hexleo
was mors partisulerly intorested in recelving refugees from
spain than from other aountriss of “urops.

wors reoently, the restrigticss on Haxioan Siplomatle snd
sonsuler ofricers beve bosn Bo striet with respect to the lsau-
ance of visss thot 8he has beuwn reoeiving prectleslly no refugsees
from any other country of -urdpe. The rasaen for this ohengs of
poliey, even with respeot to spain, hes been that the experlence
of the usxlcen covernmsnt with & nob inoconsldsrable part of these
refugees hes not been too satisfectory. &o far as the gpanish
refugees are oconsarnad, ihey heve in many respecdts ahown them-
selves more adaptable to ocongitions in this oountry ens have in
many ways been eble Lo incorporete theamselves lnto the life of
the couatxy. Many of these refugoss heve been &bls 10 inoorpor-
ate themselves into the business, proressicnal, end working
clage of the country. Others, however, have made very little
eifort to lncorporate thamselves latc the aife of the country
end pave capricéd on political disousaion snd polemie within the
country whkich from time tv time Las beosaue & SOUree of emberrass-
mont end oven oconsern to the Mexloan joverament. In & nuanber of
cnges various groups of spemish refugess havo brought & good deal
of pressure on the Wexlom Government, Lo the point of subsrrass-
nexnt . o

Untortunately, scme of the refugees [rom other ocountriss
of Europe than Spein heve not, through thelr cenduct, tuvorably
infivonced the atvitude of the Mexiean public and the Hexioan
Govorament towards refugees in general. A good many of the refu~
goes Tyom bountries other then “ipain came with fair amounts of
money and théy have, in a measure, instead of starting new ine

dustrley
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dustries or aew businsssss, aocguired en interest in o control
- of busineasss slready estublfshed im kexico anc in xexiecan in- o
dustry. 4 will vevert to this a 1littls letsr, but there is no doubt St
that the sttitude of some of the reofugees in #oxico han unfavors
sbly influenced the sezican public and this 1s reflseted in the
. Hexieen JGovernment.

The Wapartment is sware that the Mexiocun Government has
been exeraising & very striet control in general over Lhe admis~
‘sion of slisns, espseleally Li Lhey coms 1o work. The Department
is gwape thet american oitizeus entericg sexlaee for the purpods
of engeglng in eny golatul oecupation, whelbsy it be profassionsal,
business, or obhsrwise, must seeurs sysclal authorizatlon, and
that tinisn is granted with difficulty. In faot, tie attitude of
iha Mexiosn Goverument in this respset i fer rrom libersl and
this applies to aelliens of eny nationslity anc withwuut respeet to
rage, religion, ov pollitisal epinion.

with speelfle rsierence to Jewlsh immlgratiocn, it mey be
seld thet there Lo at resent nu dlsorlminatlen agelinst Jowa in
aexles, although there is s fair numbor in the oapitsl end in
other industrial conters. .he Jews who have eane Yo siexiso in
the lagt 20 yesrs pave chgaged alwost entlirely in businees and
nave reseiged in the urbsn eenters. Jome of thas nave become
very weelthy ené & few of tham very powe: ful. Jeme of these
have not used eltuer thely wealih or thelr power with comgplete
underatanding. It mey bde seld, however, thel wp to this time
tnere Ls no alserimination aceminat Jews and 1t hesz been my obsere
vetion thet the dezlosn vovernmsnt 4eeg everybllng in {ta power
tc avold any susk problem arising. Ny own observeiion woulé lead
me 0 bse opinlon thet the Jews in doxico, who are for the most
‘part ln comforiabls cirsumstances, are not particularly snxious
that there shoulu bs any copsldierable Jewish imeigrat lon aceapt-
ed By the ldexiesn Government, for they faar that it would lesd to
en unfavoreble stiituds towerds Jews in genorel alreusdy in the
eountry.

1 hsve slven tue Lepartment tuls paskground as it ls neges-
gayy 1 belleve t¢ an understanding of the attitude of the
sexican Jovernment. In sdditiou to this, the Mexlosn doverngpent
doss not belisve that it 1s 1n need 6F any considerable lamlgre-
vion. The sountry has s population of 20,000,600, of which the
overwhelming numbsy iive on & very luw standserd., The primery
purpose 0f the sexican Uevernasnt is to improve and dovelop in-
duatyry end Lo inorease sgricultural produwtlon., It believes that
to 4¢ thin it hoe edsquate population and that its Pirst obllga-~
tion is o ondeanver to provide a hlgher atendard of living and
gore adeyuste employment Ifogr its prasent indigenous populution.
Tha atbitude towards the receptlon ol peraons aspsolelly quali-
ried ror techknleel oporation is 1likely to be libveralised, for
such persens will be nesded in the ipdustrial «nd agrioultursl
sevelopment of the counizy.

I neve hesitated to toke up with the Mexleasn wovarament
aireotly, nyself, the vepartment's aontidential elrouler alrgren
of april 15 with regerd to the grauting of visas by Hexlean aip-
lomatic end oonsuler officers in Switserlaud to Perugsee ohildren
becaugs I fear .that the answer will be negative if the approsch
is mede in this way at this time. I think there 18 a possibile
ity that so fexr a8 rafugse shildren are concerned undey 16 years
of age, it may be possible to get soma degree of rocaeptivity by !
the Hexlcen Government, elthough there ara no organinations of : t
any kind in Mexioo whioh would be prepared to undertake the aia~- N
tribution. and the oere of these ohildren within the SOuUntry. Or~- ' !
geninations suoh ae we have in the United States asnd it sume < ,
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- ether countriszs whloh oan handle a problen of thie kind do not
szist here. Ths rfiscal problems which the Nexicen UGovernment
slvesdy has to fave and whieh 1% will insreasingly have o faoe
through the decrease in ravenus whiok la certain to come with the
ond of the war will meke it reluctant t0 aceept any refugeds.

severtbeless, in order t¢ explors this mmtter herore meli-
ing any informel spprosoch, I pet¢ an informal snd eonfidentlal
ant off-the-record coaversatlon with the ¥inister of Foarelgn He~
iptions, «¥. Padilla u few Jays ago. in this oconveraation 1
ruised the question of the Frasidant 's omecutive order and the
formation of tne War hefugad Board, snd the hope of our govera-
mont for the solisborastlon of other sovernmente iu thls import-
‘ant humenitarien work. She sAinlster immediatoly reforred to ny
memorandum Ho. 2461, of Barock % {copy enclosed) whieh he sald
he bad glven careful eonslderatlon snd ned discusssd with the
rrasident. The uinlster ssid that I waa swale of tbo high humeni-
tarien motives and astuation of the Fresident cof #exieco. The
President and the Uovernment ol Hexlco and he were awars of the
nigh humsniterian motives and actust lon of lrasident kocaevelt
and of our government. He was sure that from the many converaa-
tions whler . had had with him on similar matlars, 4 hséd no
sdoubt cepoerning his own understanding of these rofuges problems
end of his own desire to help as far ss possivle, Qe ssld that
cur memorendum, bowever, had ralsed & very real groblem for the
Moxicen Goverament end he hac not falled to disouss the matter
fully with the Fresident. Ie sald that the Hexloan Government,
while it hoped to malnteln lts traditionel policy of recaptivity
to lmmlgrants and to those subjeot to polit ioel prececupation
snc to refugees in gensral, wes nol in & position for the prasent
to reesive sny rurther rafugees, le enrlled attention to the
large number of Jpanish refugess they heéd reosived during the
cpanish JLvil war ang the problems whieh bud been raised through
the prosence of some ol these refugeed in Mexleo who, because of
thoir racisl effinity, should be suaily sssimilated. le oslled
sttontion bo the soswlderabls number of Pefugess [ron otheyr goun-
tries of -urops who hed sntered Mexleo end he gald that for the
present the Moxicen “overnment wuuld not be in & position to meke
suck & deolarstion ap it hed bDeen invited %o muke, nor sould it
£ive any assursncesd that it was in & position to receive eny
immigrants for the present or for the immedlately foreseeable
future. He indlastad thet any reguest for admission by any
speciiic group of refugead Irom eny sountry would have tO be
rafused 8 bhe Kesioan Goverament was not in & position, for
resgonsd which my preasnce in the country muat have nade clesr
tec me, to receive eay [or the present. The Minister seld that
he wishaed to make it clear that they wure not olosing thelr doors,
but that the sexloan Geovernmant must sdhere lor the present to
its policy of rescelving only & very linited nuuber of pecple
and those alweys on the basls of apecifie ipatyuotions lasued Lo
thelr alplomstic and oomsuler off foers acationed aborad.

1 oould see that the Minister was very anxious to ocl~
laborete with us but thet he was unable to say thet hls govern~
ment sould for the present do so. I oculd see that ho wes
regretful beceuse in every matter on whioh we have spproaohod
bim for solluboraticn in the inter-smerices end in the wid e
world pieture, ths Government of iexioo has been collaborative
to 8n unusuel degree. It wes quite cloar, uowever, that ao far
as refugess are conoerned, the Mexioen dovernment 18 not in e
position to culleborate fox the present and ror this resson 1
do not bellsve that it would be edvisable for the War Refugwe
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- peard or for us in any way 10 urge any noasures ' ob the Hexi~
csn Government. LI Go not believe that any such offorts on our
yart or of the .ar Lefugme Board would have sny usefulpess and
and < fear thsl Lhey Blglt Bbave i unfaversble effect.

So fer w8 the gquestion raised in the Departasnt's sonfi~
dontisl oirculer alrgrem of april 15 is concerned, affooting
shildren under 156 ysera of ege, 1 have made no formal spproack
to the deaican Jovernment on thls matter as I am confident from
my knowledge of Lhs situsticn hers and Iyom tihe remsrks ©of the
Winiater of Foreign Helstlune snd Irom the obsepvations of the
ciher officers of the sinlstry, thst {he answer would bs nega-~
. tive. i bhaell, however, sndeavor in informel conversations with
the xinister, to pursus this question of the objlectives of the
Herfuges beaxd rurtker snd at my fist opportunity i shall rsise
this question of refages children.

I pave writtsn this long repert on this mabter to the Dee
sertmeat as I bslleve the mattey 1s of suffieliont importence tO
werrent %hLis full beeksround snd . have wunted 1t te be slesy thsat
if there is saP*Pesponse so I[sr 6y Mexlev is concerned, to the
aotivisios I tae #er sefugse Board, it ls not beesuse this =
Dessy hes nct foresesn the problen whiok has arisem and with
Wi lGr bthe 5OAYG nlehes to deal, For during the pust few yesrs, I
nave eadeavored in sueh weys as [ properly and dlsereetly could,
to develop s ravorsble attitude toward the recaptlion of refugsos.

aggpeotfully yours,

U. o, i‘easeraalth
Fils 84h8~:er asfuges doard

Groi8/ aW

3

T the Jepertment in Original and & Coplas.
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He. 2461

It will be recelled thst on Februsry 11, tiiere wus laft
with the Urielisl sayor of the binistry & personsl Bemorsndum
ruspoeting the sstabllshment, on January 22, 194, by an axecu-
tive ordar of the sresident or bLie united Jtates, of ¢ 30-called
wap dsfuges Board to taks ilmmedlste sotlon for the resoue snd
rallef of the Jews ol surope mmai othsr vietims of snemy psarssou-
tion. :

The establisbront of ithis boare represapts Ltheo dstermina~
tion of the Lovernmant ul the Jalted stetes sifectively te carry
out without delay the poliey w0 take &ll posslble seasures for
Ly speedy rescus ana reliel of ithe pefugees in -urops. It is
falt certalin thatv this effort =1ll not be unilsteral, snd it 138
desired to wake olsar thet it contlnuss to be the poliey of the
Jovernment of Lhs Uniten .tates to envoursge ana participete in
effactive cooperstive effurts with other governments. The beard
of i@u?ﬂﬁ, will ocucpsrate withall interested internstlonsl crgani-
sallions . ' ’

“hlle vluplrylag Lhe position ef toe soveynment of the

United States with respeet t thizs entire problem, it 1s desired
et the sems time L0 expreas the hope for cooperstive agtion upon
the part of the vovernmsnt of dexico. It 13 shought thet the uee-
shion Ugken by the Governmsnt of the United states could be help-
Fully Jnplomented through the iasuance by the “overmment of dexi-
o 199 0f & declaration of pollioy similer %o thst mede by the .resi-
ggﬂgnt ogjtha Ynited .tates.
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WAR REFUGEE BOARD

MEMORARDDM
' April 20, 1944

T discussed with ¥r. 'ﬁarren/telegram ¥o. 508 of April 1, 1 p.=.
Mr. Warrem felt that we should do nothing =bout this situation at this
4¢ime and that we should for the time ignore Heasermith"s/ rocommendsa~
tion thet no mors refugees be brought to Mexioo’, etoc. Mr, Werren
felt that it would be better to hendle this problem with Hesaarseith
when a specific project arose.

fhe Board has ne information regarding the 489 refugees to

whom refarence ie mede in the ebovo-msntioned cable.
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GLR=140 Mexico
This telezram must bE )
paraphrescd before being Dated April 1, 19<1
cormmnicaved to anyone
other thar. a Government Rec'd 5:42 D.ne

igeney, (BR)

Secretary of State

“lashington ! Ly

565, Lpril 1, 1 perta Lﬂi»ﬁlm

Polish Einister hos just informed me he learns from
London that 489 refugees will shortly be brought to
liexico from Ingia. P}Ease advise Embassy of any infor-
motion in this regerd. :

I repeat previous rEcommEndapions thoat no nore
refugees be brought to lLlexico end if necessary (repend

if necessory) minimum five to six months advance notice

required to arrange accommiodations.,

I'ESSERSHITH

CiYT
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EMBAZSY OF THE
UDRITED STATES OF AMIERICA

amaon

X

7',Mexico;'Fébruary>18, 1944,
No. 16011 ' '

Subject: Refugee Rellef in:Mexico,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

Siir: ’ TR s /
i

Heferéﬁce is made to the Embassy's despatch num- .
ber 1578170f February 8, 194k, being a preliminary re-
port as to the possible Mexicen attitude with respsct
to the affording of relief to European refugees, in
accordance with the program envisaged by the President
in estéblishing the War Refugee Board. .

This entire question was informally discussed
with Seflor Manuel Tello, Oficial Mayor of the Ministry
for Forelgn Affairs, at which time & personal memoren-
dum was left with him, explaining the duties of the
Board and inquiring as to the extent to which Mexioco
might be prepared to cooperate in giving haven or ren-
dering other assistance to European refugees at this
time and in the future. Sr. Tello, in turn, took up
the question with the Foreign Minister and he has now
informed an officer of the Embassy that while Mexico
is entirely in sympathy with the proposed activities
of the War xefugee Board, it nevertheless ocannot take
any active part in the transportation of’refugess to
this Continent, nor can it assume any responsibility
for the maintenance and care of such refugees in Mexico, -
He stated, in this connection, that, as is well known
to the Embawsy, Mexico is affording hospltality to
large groups of Spanish refugees, as well as to0 large
numbers of other refugees from Europe, many of them of
the. Jewish faith, in addition to cooperating in the
sebttlement in Leon, Guanajuato, of approximately 1500
Polish refugees.

Sr. Tello likewise remarked that Mexico was
stinting itself in order to make its financiel contri-
bution to UNRRA, desplte the fact thet large sections
of the Mexican population were themselves in an im-
‘poverished condition, :

So far as the question of Mexican hospitality to
Jews is concerned, it may be stated that there iwm no
particular problem here. As has been polinted out
previously, Mexico has afforded refuge: large numbers
. of*refugees without question as to thelr. religion. ~ In-
cluded - among these refugees are Jews from many-countries
of “Europe who nag : )

: s




many of whom ere intimately identified with the -
Mexican picture and ere ective and prominent in

business, banking and industriel circles. Practi-

cally all of these individuels, many of whom are in

‘the second and third generation of life in Mexico,

have become and are considered as Mexicans.

Reports from the several consular cfficers in
Mexico indicate that the Jewish familises settled in
.their districts suffer no discrimination and in fact
are active and, in some cases, prominent in local
business circles. - -

I may 8dd that during the course of &n interview,
last October, which Dr. Padilla, the Foreign Minister,
granted to Mr. Jacob Landau, the Kanaging Director of
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, he steted that Mexico
had never discriminated against individuals of the
Jewish feith but has accorded them the same hospitality
accorded to sll georle desirous of living Pbeaceably
in hexico snd in accordance with its laws, ile added
that there were many cews in Mexico snd that they had
been helpful in the national economy.

Respectfully yours, i
i ;

{','?," - 'ﬁ;'/i

’ L
Georgé’S. Messersmith,

In dupiicate to the Depsrtment - orizinal in ozalid

248 var iefugee bosrd




© CONTROL COPY == roe e

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

LOOPY:1TMR: S8 ]
[COMPARED:__y, .

-

AMERICAN EMBASSY
México, D. F., México, Pebruary 8, 1944
No, 15,781 ‘
e

Bubject: Refugee relief in Mexioco,

i The Honorabler
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D, C.

8ir:

. I have the honor to acknowledge the recelipt of

v ) the Department's alrgram of January 26, 7 p.m. 1944,
regspecting the establishment of a War Refugee éoard,
oconsisting of the Secoretaries of State, Treasury and
War, and also the President's statement that he expects
the cooperation of all members of the United Nations
and other Governments in earrying out the difficult
and important task invelved in the immediate rescue
and relief of the Jews of Europe and other vietims of
enemy oppression, The Department directed the submis-
sion of an immediate report concerning the actual situa-
tion as 1% exists in Mexico, such report to include a

: full statement as to what 18 being done to rescme the

Jews and other persecuted minorities from Hitler, in-

cluding partieularly (a) the extent to which these war

refugees are permitted to enter Mexico, (b) the extent

to which Mexleo actually encourages and cooperates in

their entry, and (o) the extent to which such refugees

are not sble to enter Mexico because of the latter's

fallure to cooperats in their entry.

. The Department will recall from despatch no. 2482
of July 1, 1942, and related correspondence, that the
Mexican Government had authorized the entry of a large
group of political refugees from Europe, At that time
when the so-celled refugee vessels plying between Portu-
gal, Casablanca and ports in the Ameriocas wers sailing
on more or less regular schedules, considerable numbers
of indivliduals, Jews and others, were admitted into
Mexioo as political refugees, Also at about this time
the Mexlcan Foreign Minister stated “Mexico has been an
energetlo defender of the right of asylum and has freely
opened 1lts territory to the politically persecuted who
come to 1t with honorable intentions of peace, work and
discipline....Mexlco cannot see without emotion the treat-
ment which 1s being glven to the eivil populations in
oceupled territories®,
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- vessels calling at Mexican ports from Portugal and - D

—De
During the paét elghteen months, the number of

Spain have been practically-nil se that the number of
refugebs entering Mexioco during this period has been
greatly reduced. -There is ne indieatien, however, that
the Government of Mexico is not now, as it was in the
past, prepared to cooperate in any measures looking
towards the rellef of persecuted European minorities
and to afford asylum within the absorbtive capacity of
the country, This is substantiated by the fact that
Mexico has entered into an sgreement with the Polish

-Government-in-exile to take up to a maximum of 28,000

Polish refugees, lrrespeotive of religion, who might be
transported to Mexieco. The Department will recall that
8lightly more than 1,500 have been brought to Mexico

8ince July 1943 and are presently installed at the

Colonia Santa Resa in Ledn, Guanajuato.

It will also be recalled that there is in Mexico
an organization known as the Federacidn de Organismos.
de Ayuda a los Republicanos Espafioles (FOARE) for the
purposs of earrying on refugee and anti-Fascist propa-
ganda; 1t has been active also 1n securing the release
of politiocal refugees in Frenoch North Africa, Through
the activities of this organization and the cooperation
of the Mexiocan Government, thousands of Spanish politi-
eal refugees have found haven within the Republis. There
is also in existence here a Jewish Refugee Committee
whioh i8 in cooperation with similar organizations in
the United States and which is principally concerned
with refugees of the Jewish faith.

The Embassy will inform the Ministry for Foreign
Relatione with respect to the airgram under reference
and endeavor to ascertaln the extent to which Mexico is
prepared to cooperate in the carrying out of the Presi-
dent's program of refugee rellef. It is felt, in this
connection, that Mexico will be prepared o cooperate
within the limit of 1ts fiscal and other capablilities;
but that such cooperation will doubtless have to be
limited to providing permission for refugees to reside
within the Republic, It 1s extremely doubtful, consider-
ing the already impoverished condition and geéeneral 1liv-
ing conditions of many of Mexico's citizens, whether the
Government could, from a politicel polnt of view, afford
to take over the responsiblility of housing, feeding and
caring for large groups of European refugees, The ques-
tion, however, will be explored with the Mexloan authori-
tles,

It may be added that Mr, Gibson, .of the Embassy
staff, who was an adviser to the Unlted States delegation
to the recent Demographic Congresa, states that this sub-
Jeot was not treated of during the Congress.

Respeotfully yours,
HERBERT 8, BURSLEY
. .Charge d'Affaires ad interim )
BEOD: AP _— : . : . ) .
In dupliocate T : : - -
848-War Refugee Bosard.
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