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SEE: PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION 
TO SWITZERLAND 

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRANCE) 
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Dear Mr. LeaVitt: 

Tbe followi.Dg m.eeeap for 70U from Joseph Schwal'tl was 
received thl'ougb the American Faba.IQ" in Paris under date of 
March 2, 1945: 

•Regarding Mexican cbildren emigration OSE here 
will not taka ~ active steps select or transport 
children to Mexico or 8DJ other countey without 
consul tiDg us and g1 ving us tbe opportunity- of tak­
ing it up with other interested agencies. Wish 
point out also OSE will not as general poliO¥ 
emigrate cbildl'en. from J'ftmce escept for very valid 
reaeons auoh u reuniting families, et cetera. 
Na\urall7 we b!.ve long ago advised both Intemational 
Red Oroaa and fUderman that we wish operate in olll" 
name and that Congress rfiB¥ not operate w1 tb our funds. 
Must &&&in anpbasize tbsae difficulties cannot be 
cleared up until our repreaenta~1Ye adlllitted bbarest 
and Sona.• · 

V8J'1 tJ'liL¥ )'l)ur&o 

Florezuse Hodel 
Aasiatent Executive Dlreotor 

Mr. M. A. Leav1\t, SeoretarJ, 
American Jewish Joint D1atr1bllts.on Committee, 
:t10 Madison Avenue 
Hew York, 16, lew York. 

lf!l.v 
Rl!Hutohiaonr 3/5/45 
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FOR MOSES LEAVITT ME.'TUCAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COl\fliviiTTEE 

FROM JOSEPH SCWARTZ 

11Regarding Me"xican children emigration OSE here will 

net take any active steps select or transport children to 

Mexico or any other country without consulting us and 

giving us the opportunity of taking. it up with other 

interested agencies. Wish point out also OSE will not 

as general policy emigrate children from France except 

for very valid reasons such as reuniting families, et cetera. 
I 

Naturally we have long ago adv~sed both International 
I 

Redcross and Filderman that we wish operate in our name 

and that Congress may not operate with our funds, Must 

again emphasize these difficulties cannot be cleared up 

until our representative admitted Bucharest and Sofian. 

CAFFERY 
·.' 

JMS 
. ; 
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i:J1);l!J3J~;;.,SY CONTROl COPY :t'Ji..l=l.lS 

6GB Hin~::t~:znth 
I 

I ' Vi£JnS for chllll:t'€f< i''l•f\.I"ICe ~,.ml OmS; l'n.rie ,,;afl a_l'\1{.60. select 

ch:J..lt\.rC~ He n<lvi<leli oo;,;; !.lcre "\;i.13t question o:t emigration 

ot: .child1\n fx•ma France r:n.n: t; be d.r~term1.r,ec1 by Jeu1eh Com-

mtmlty Frc.nce ir: coopel'ation ~-:itll sgenciee sucll an om:: 

Je~;Jish t\t;ency JDO u.nc1 o1il1f.n.~r,. l3e1ieve tiliEJ is serioue 

proole1;: d1icl1 r:~tun be fully discussed in or,·ler thn.t uni­

lateral a.eciflionn tilie cr..aructer should not be taken. 

wr 9osi tion ue concerned only ~·71th ~-yelfare of children 

nnc:t "t'te readY abicJ-e by JuO.guent of orgG.ni zed Je~:1ish Community 

oi' country. lf ColilfilUn:l. ty an!;rovee onffi llexican proJect 

na'.;ur~."l.l.lY ,-re Ilrepareci CJoOp9rate i'ulles t extent. Ul~~UOTE: 

WRU; ~111V: KG 
2/19/4.6 

GltEW 
( AC'.£It~l7) 
(GLW) 
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CJ>.BL!:: TO J.J,n·;lGAN .:E:tffiASSY, Pi·RIS, FROM \\.liR "EFUGl!:E BOAF.D. 

of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee& 

QUO'£E OSE 1\I!VISE.S US MEXICO GIWlTI~!G ONl'~ HtlNDiillJ) VISAS l''OP. 
CHILDREN FRANCE iuiD OSE ·l?.ARIS WAS ASKED SEL!.\:T CHILDREN. \'IE 
J>.INii:>:ED ;lSE ;-ffi l!: 'IHJ.T QU~TION :JF BUGRATION JF CHILDR!.N FROM 
FF.MlCE MUST BE DETE:RMINED BY JEWISH COW.illNITI FRJ..NCE IN 
COOPERJ,TION WITH AGENCIES SUCH AS OSE JE\"'SH AGENCY JDC AND 
OTHERS. BELIEVE THIS IS SU:IOU& l'HDBLEM Y:t.ICE 1WS'I BI. FULLY 
DISCUSSED IN ORDER THAT m~ILATERAL DECISIONS THIS CHARACTER 
SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN • OUR POSITIOU .T.E CONCERUED JNLY WITH 
WELFARE OF CHILDP.nl ANL ViE P-lJ.DY .ABIDE l!Y JUOOMEKT OF OPGIJ!IZE:D 
JE\TISH COMMUNITY OF COUNTRl •. IF COMMUNITY .1\PPROVES OSE MEXICMl 
PROJECT NATURALLY WE PREPARED COOPERATE FULLFST EXTENT. UNQUOTE 

3:00p.m. 
February 16, 1945 

M:iss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y), Akzin, Cchn, Drury, DUBois, G:<:oton, 
Hodel, McCormack, o•nwyer, Files 

2/16/45 

-·· -····· -
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CONTROl COPY 
AIR GRAM 

Secretary of State, 
·,;a.shington, D. C. 

./ 
From: .American '~Embassy 

Mexico, D. F., M~ico 

Dated: 

> 
A~3408 1 Sept. 20p noon, 1944 

Reference is made to the Department's telegram 
No. 1493 of Aue;ust 10, 8 p.m., 1944, transcribing 
a message from the war Hei'ugee Board for transmission 
to the Me:llioan Government. l!'or the Department • s informa­
tion, I transmitted the \'Jar Refugee Board's message to 
the Foreign l.iinister on August 14, in a personal note 
and under date of September 6, have received a note 
from him reading in part and in translation as follows: 
"In this connection, it is my pleasure to express my 
appreciation and that of my GovernL1ent, for the ex­
pression of the '>iar t~efugee Board, whose message has 
been conveyed to the competent Ilroxioan authorities". 

r:;JOD/eer 
848 

'~ l} ,. : 

\ '-· 

' J 

· .. a 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

To Mr, George L. Warren 

From: Mr. J. W. Pehle I 
I 

It will be appreciated if you wily arrange for 

appropriate clearance and immediate die~tch ia cipher 

of the attached proposed cable to Amb,~sador Messersmith 
I 

in Mexico, D. F. / I 

I 
I 

/ 

i 
I 

I 

/ 

I 

I . 
. 
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C.AllLE FROM WAR REFUGEE BO.A.liD TO AMBASSADOR MESSERSMITH, MEXICO, D.F. 

Please refer to your letter of August 24, No. 19677 to the 

Department. The War Refugee Board appreciates your cooperation 

w1 th Waldman and Landau in their successful. efforts to induce the 

Mexican Government to establish a npQ;t of Refuge" for refugees from 

enemy occupied countries in Europe for the duration of the war. If 

you have not already done so, you may wish to convey to the Mexican 

authorities the message contained in the Department 1 s cable No. 1493 

_of August 10. 

-~ 



Please re:fer to your letter of Au(o~~t 241 No. 196'17 to the 

w1 th W'eldm.<m au: Landau in their succeC<sful efforts to induce the 

enemy occudrcd countries in .'lurope for tho rlurat1on of the 1>'<'-r. If 

you have not slr•o;-£_;r <lone so, you mey wish to convey to tho He:rlo!U\ 

authorities the mcssllf::e contained in the Dep~<rtment 1 s cable No. 1493 

of A.ugu.st 10. 

\ 



FROM: 
To: 

v~IGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 
Secretary of State, Washington 
Amlegation, Bern 

DATED: 
:Nt.JMBER: 

August 31, 1944 
3004 

FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 
Please deliver-the following message to Saly Meyer from M.A. Les.vttt 

American Jewish Saint Distribution Committee 

QUOTE PLEASE CONTACT MEXICAN LEGATION BERN REGARDING INTRUCTIONS 
THEY RECEIVED FROM MEXICAN GOVERNMENT~TO OBTAIN FROM YOU LIST OF 
400 OUTSTANDING HUNGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNAL LEADERS, RABBIS ETC. TO 
WHOM OOCUMENTS WILL BE ISSUED BY SWEDISH LEGATION BUDAPEST ON BEHALF 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. THESE OOCUMENTS WILL ENTITLE THESE HUNGARIAN 
JEWS TO PROTECTION OF SWEDEN AS PROTECTION POWER~FOR MEXICAN 
NATIONALS. ASSUME YOU WILL COMPILE LIST OF OUTSTANDING 
PERSONALITIES BASIS YOL~ OWN KNOWLEDGE AND AFTER CONSULATION WITH 

WHOMEVER YOU BELIEVE DESIRABLE UNQ.UOTE 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 152 

DECLASSlFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

___________________ __:_ _ ____:_ __ _:______ __ ~_:___lBy~R.~H.~P~srks Date..$£R-14 1972 

~-



recent generous often• bf the Mexican Goyernment to perm t the -------. 
•ste .. bl11ilbment in 1--lexicolror the duration of 'he war of a coioDJ 

ot £u:ropean Jewisn ntugeee. Tlle Board dG~plJ appreo1atn thle 

numanitarian action bJ the Mexican Government and believes that 

it will constitute a measurable contribution to tbe efforts of 

the United Nations to reuoua Jews and other similar troupe now 

in imminent danger of d6ath in enemy territory. The Board 

wishes to assure the Mexican GoTernment that should refugee• be 

admitted to ~~x1oo in acoordano• with the Mexican Government's 

pronouncement and at the request of the War Refugee Board, the 

Board will make neoesaarr financial arrangements tor the ma1n­

tenanc• and care of ouch retuaees in Mexico. UN\.i,UO'EJ& 
Board preterG that 1f possible, any public announcement which 

may reoult from foregoing be made at Washington rather than 

Mex1oo City. 

STETTINIUS 
(Acting) 

(GLW) 

MA S/CR 



~ . 0 

/ 
/ 

CABLE TO AMBASSADOR MESSERS~IITH, l!EXICO CITY, FROM THE 
DEPARTME}~'l' AND 'i'HE \1AR REFUGEE BOA ... llD. 

If you deem it appropriate, please convey to the 
Mexican authorities the following message from the War 
Refugee Boa>rd. 

"The \'lar Refugee Board has been informed of 
the recent generous offer by the Mexican Government 
to permit the establishment in Mexico for the 
duration of the war of a colony of European Jewish 
refugees. The Board deeply appreciates this 
humanitarian action by the Mexican Government and 
believes that it will constitute a measura>ble 
contribution to the efforts of the United Nations 
to rescue Jews and other similar groups now in 
imminent danger of death in enemy territory. The 
Board wishes to assure the Mexican Government that 
should refugees be admitted to }1exico in accordance 
with the Mexican Government's pronouncement and at 
the request of the War Refugee Board, the Board will 
make necessary financial arrangements for the maintena.nce 
and care of such refugees in Mexico.n 

12&10 p.m. 
August 9, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y), Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, McCorme.ck, Cable Control Files 

. -WJJ ~Friedman: lhh 
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l.a;;m•.: t prooltu: ,t1on .st~'.ting that M«t:ld.oo 1fill fu.:mioh 

r:G~!l!! 1.1: l .es for t l.miseJion o t :~.~llfug«HHI tro.m enemy oacup1&:d 

f.u~:. pll- .tor the ' J.rat1Qn of 'Ghvl wu. lU.ndly li!flOIU't~ and ee.bltl 

if pOP./ tbl~ tt~<X' of px<t•itle.mation for uaa by Board 1n deal-
/ 

i -iL ui ·; :1 otf!l!tq ' y Hm•ga.lr!l.an 0-f.lv~rruumt t<l pam!\. t emigration 

of li'l!l:f ~~f},lfl111l t!Nl · Hungar;r. 

W!UhGI.WWMH S/OR ·, _MA 
8/3/44 

~---
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ALgonquin 4 0722 

Jkt:irLaurenoe Lesser 
War Refugee Board 
~reasury Department 
Washington, D. 0. 

I 
cm.w:~~EE ON SPl!lOIAL .BEFWEE PROBLEMS 

144. Bleeoker Street, New York l2o N. Y~ 

:Yay 12. 1944 

Dear Lesser: 

I have been talking With del Vayo-f about Ambassador :Messersmith' sv 
report from Me:xi.oo that there is a good deal of anti-Sam1Uo feel1~ in the 
country and opposition to increased iDJDigration. 

Very oonfidentialcy I will report del Vayo' s feeling that while 
there is anti-Semitism in Mexico' as there is in the United States, nonethe­
less this does mt oharaoterize tbil attitude of the Mexican Government which 
is quite read;y tb welcome immigrants and believes that the prosperity of 
Mexico is in large measure due to past immigration. 

Sinoerecy yours, 

~~,~~' 
Charles R. Joy 

~-. 
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;•ubJsct.: Autiv1tiea of t,,,., Viar :,~fug<>e Hoerd Bcfi<i tna.t·osai• 

bllitlea of \~olln'borat1on with it bJ the Mexio&n 

f.Tov errull$nt • 

The i;_ouornblu 

,ir: 

lhe ..;eor>iltal'Y of -~tete, 

uaahitlgton. P. c. 

1 U.:r;VI!I the honor to refer- to tM •~epu·tffi.§nt'A cJ.:t!U!,l<>r 

airgrW!l of Janutu•y 26, 7 p.m., informing t.t.d'i" M.bassy that .. t.t\6_ 
• reuitl~-bfiu·-·ma"tl'ucrtttd tL<~ .;eorutat-iea ot Jt.ate, Treasury, and 

~,ar to t.sk.t9 uut.ion r~:~r t.ue im_r,l.edl~>te reeoue uno. relief ot tlle 

J~~ws of ,.urop"' ttUd ot.r.<:~r vict!llls .t·f ane.~ey par~Jeuution. Thia ~m­

tln!HJY r.aa ta~tt~n <11u·etul uote ot tJ,;:; ~'6JIO.rtment'.s .l.rustructlon. I 

neve t.o I'6.i.'1!>r to LLib .i!J'.b~Jsay's deupatch l'-io. 15,781, ot J~ubru<ll'y 

a, 1944, in wu.ioll we made s pJ:eliminary aoknowlodgmunt. or tne De­

partment's instru<:t. lor.t, t.a w~ll "'"' a prel. ioiitlal'J' rapoz·t. .i. f<lao 

huve to rate1· t.o I~.J' Ci<lspntch no • .l&,Oll, or \'ebruvry lu, 1944, to 

tne affaot th.~t. tlHi .-up•,rtm.eut'.~& instruction Wa8 u.1aouaa!S4 by 

tho -J.Jl't.baaay wJ.th tiH> _;. Ol'elgn vtti oe hore. .Lt will be reoolled 

frCWI this dea»a\to.n t.h!.'>t the foreign v.tt'iotl infortt<ed t;.is .uul>auy 

T.hat, wh.;.lo Mexioo is entirely in sympe~tl1y "ith ti1 e proposoo so­

tlvitietJ "f t.ile . ur 1dafugee Jlc~u·d, lt neV6l'tl\ole8lJ cannot taKe 

uny taotlv ity te~Wa.ctt ·tii& trunaportlil tion ,of r~tuaeeu to this uoll­

dn~nt., us .. t haB uo trall8portatlon fnollit1ea uvnil!!bl\'l for \his 

purpoae nor oru1 it; ~ ss1uno MY respond bility for the mtiiintenlilloe 

BDd ou·~ or suoh r<:lf~{;tUt in Me"'ico. The Y'oreign 01'fioe informed 

tne 4ll1bO.tl6f tht>.t it ls well known that M.exioo b a..ft'o:~iill& hoo­

p1td1t.y to lurge g.t•oups of .Ypanis.ll rei'ugees, ao well n to large 

numbers ot othfar rufugeas from :urope, many or them of the J swish 

1'a1t.h, in ndclit1an to ooollerat.lng :.l.li tlla aettlom.t~nt. in I.eon, 

GuanojuAtto, oi' approxblately 1500 Polish refugees ror the dura­

tiot~ or the we:r. 

'l'b.ia :~mbassy ruo0iveli 1n l\ ue o curse t;he Dopartllll3nt' .s olr­

oullir airgrrun of l!'obruarr 29, 7: 30 p.m., 1ne\ruot1ng me to explore 

with t.be approp.r1ote oft cit~.lll oi' tn~ :rroreif!,U Offioe tohe pooal­

b1l1t,- of 14ex1oo's collaborating \titb tho War .\etusee noard 

thrO\l&h tho 1asuanoe h:V tlut MeKlomn Govcn•llillent of a deolarat ion 

oi' pol10J similar to that mnde bf tho .Free1(lent or tbe !Jnited 

..;tetea and by the iaauenoe by the Forei&n Office or instl'UOt.iona 

to ita rop:reoentativ~s in othar uountriea oaapu•eble to the in­

etruot1ona contained in the DepartAutnt•s talegrm11 or Jonttary 2~. 

ln acoord with t.l.is 1ns-t.ruof01on, tbere was lett ~ith tho 

~oreien Ott1oe a m.o111orandum. No. 2461, of wl.lioh a oopy is trans­

JU.it\ed nerewitn, on Ua:roh 24, 1944, ana tbo tull pupoao or the 

wo.r Retuaee DOiil'4 end tile pol10J ot oul" ttovl9rnmont- as G.xvresae4 

UJ' Frelll14ent. ilO(»!oV4lt *'l&ino 40~ :fOl'\l1 to the tOrdf,tl Ott1ce. We 

11.nve hu.4 no t:uot.h•' reaot1on ot nn ort1o1o1 Gharaoter tHlil tile 
Mu_ioan GOV.I'~W•ilt b,Jond th!l\t-~raa~y a~ torth in Blf cltuJpatell 

.No. 16.--ou. or t•bll"-si'J ).8, 1944• 

~ 
I 

I 
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In tb§j meantl.mu, thiB i<Jnbra:aey luis reoe1nd the r>.spart­
!MJnt's oont'1dentiel uiratllar airgt•em of ;~prll 15, 7 ~.m •• 
referring .further t,, lts eirculur !>irgrani of Januaey 26, 7 p.m. • 
and to subsequent communioa~ions, ii<nd informing this .imbaaay 
that the i.Jepartm.ent he. a now aut;.or iZtH\ tho aonsul.lU' otfieers in 
3Wi 1uerlend to issue up eo 4000 quota i..m.uiigra.tlon visas to refu­
gee children up to lo y~ars of age without regard to r~ligion, 
nationality or atatelesa status. 'IhoDeparth1ent flttl1tea that the 
purpo&e o:r this authorization is to faoilitato thG eaoo.pa to 
:cwitzarle.nd ."of orphfill&d or abandoned childl'Gll by givin~;; auur­
anoes t.o the .:Jwi~>a t<ovornm.ent tn~t t110S~ .;hlldrtm will not re-
m.aln in ::iwit:~.er.l&nd after the terltl..l.nation of lwatf.litie& in .,urope. 
J:'hll! uepart.mant instructs ma to app1•ou.oh the appropriate oftloials 
of t[,e t~eAioun :Jov..u'tlruunt in order to inform that gCJverrunont of 
our. action a& l.i~t rortl1 in our alr~&w. under l'lil1'6rauee, lind to 
rt;t·~ui:!at Wl~ 1,,exioan .Jovo.:.•n.mtmt to ~ive aa~uranoo to tLe Jwisa Gov­
ernment of ita aooeptanoe ll.P to a fixed number ot .t•etugee ohild­
·ren in a. r.1anner simll.>.r to tnat of om· vwn 1.\overnmant. 

ln this ,,mbaaay' ;o alrgrlilll. No. A•l31.e, of ,\pl'il 2b 1 11 a.m. 1 

.L informlilct thO i;iipartmeut that, u ttwue;.tl ~l•s at tituu o of tllli 
t<i\U.ioan ,,,overnrnont v,i.tl'.< rotlpi}ot te; th<J recaption ot' .l.'ei'ugeos llc;s 
iHHtn .fulrly liberal, it .1.8 my opinion t.bat \lie 1~ex1oan Government 
is not partioulfirly int.,r•H>teci 1n reoeivill(S &ny uoli&l.derable num­
ber of.' refugees from _ Ul'Ope e :l. rh.;r during or to.ftsr the war. I 
stated tt.nt ... lll-'d gat,herod tl11'l im,p·as::~ion through confil,tmtilil 
oouversotions from title to time v:itn high offioiala of the ;~>~.sxi­
can Government when l h"'vo \1iuoraetly GX:£1loreci tbJ.u s1tuutlon, 
tilat thil'l is th~ attitude of t..l16 .Wex.ioan G{JY6l'UL!.~nt. 1 there­
fore stated in rr,y e.irgrrun that the probabilities weru tltat the 
~.exioe.u ._loverrun.ent woul(\ not. bo willing to oomm.it itself. I also 
.ete.ted that in oraer to l'HHlUl'U anything lik., e. favorable reoop­
tion, it would be neoesanry to praperc tha Hrowul. oaretully in 
the Mexican -'overrun&nt ana runong tho hle,hust offiuiele, und t nat 
r was t.uk1ng tiw uppro:prl.ate steps to tJ.b end • 

.r Ulli .sure it is not neil&lHiary .i'or uie to iu!'Ot'lll the :.Japa.rt­
Iaent ot my d6ep intera~:~t 1n this refU«ae problem. l'ha ,;opu.rtment 
is aware tht~t the c irownotano~a of ».,Y serv :!.o~, both .!.n the 1'1el.d 
~nd J.n tho l.iapf.U~tment of 0 r.ate, ./].ave brouih t m.u in oloso oontaot 
witll tl1ia problom.. TheGepurtm~u•t 15 <tware that from t.hs vary be­
g1nuin~ of the Nazi regi~e whan tho r,;0rseoution ot Jowo lllld 
otners began on suoh ~ vast soale, l took u very determined stand 
w1.th r6eard to such d1aorim1rwtlons ana peraeotrt.ions and hHVIl 
oonatantly ln my otflolul oapaoity, done everything l could to 
furt.llar the atopa taken by our GOVEJl'lUl~tmt and otttu1· govornmGnta 
to alltlviato tbe 4litu.;t1on in whioh ao many unfortunates found 
themaelvee. ·The uopartta~nt will e.pp.L"eo1ate~ tlle1'0fore tm t I 
view tlHI 1nitint1J.:e of the i'reaident aa axprtusead in hie exeou• 
t..Lve order uettln& up the War Hetugee noerd with oomplete under­
standing and ayapa.t.hy, and tbat I wit>ll 111 my offieial and peraone.l 
oapaoity to be oa halptul in oarrying through the obJuotlvos of 
the Board and or our 80Vernruent aa may be poaaible. 

Aa will have been appeent to the .,epar~men t 1 bowev<tr, 
from 11J.7 deapatohea No. u, 781, or l!obru11ry 81 and lo.oll, ot 
ffe~ruery 18, only very l~itod oollaborat1Qn oan be axpooted from 
the Uax!oan Goveramout in tho retua•• problem. Beoauae of my 
deep 1A\e~eat 1ri the ~etugee problem in eeneral, l have not tailud, 
dtlr1ns tho more than two reara the.t :t have been 1.n Mexioo, to 
etuq the poaa1b1l1t1u ot Modoo•a noeiviog retugtee from J:urope 
4UJ."1n6 an<l after tbo wor. l have bttn in oloa e \ouoh not onlJ 
with our ott1o1al, but with our »rivate ergen1zat1~ns in the 

. 1Jn1te4 dtli~ea which ue andeavoriD'I to a1d r.otugeea. I have lteU 
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in close tcuo.t, w1th tlle problclli of endaavol'i~ to find places 

where llUOF. l.'e.t'ugeee may go· ••nd to t.hia End l have not i'!:ill~td 

during th~ past two yeara to ex~lo~e this situation in Mexioo 

and l neve regrattully hti1ii to e o:m.0 ·to the oanelu&ion that M.exioo 

is not likel.y to o.t'ter 1'acil1tiea oi' rut'uge for any considerable 

ilWll&Ql' of rltugoea during or al't&r tlte war. 

Mexico nus e fulriy homogeneo.a yopu.lation em<i up to the 

pl'es•mt time ttt;;.re Iu>~ be~n no evidance or racb.l d1sor1m1natien. 

'l'na Moa1e~ <JvV01'llil<0fl.t has indicated oonsistentll to ~t 1t desirea 

ttd.a a1tlu&.tion. to oontlnua. Althou.eh it ;,u~ l.''laintained a rather 

libertil attitudtt \"dth respuot tu oertain ty:pu of .ufugeea, it 

t~a baen reooptivo Iaore p&rtieulr;.rly to refugees ot .>panJ.ah ori­

gin • 'l')le DepfU.'tmt>nt is t>Wll.l.'a that t'ro.m the beginn.i.n&s of the 

;.iptl.n..tsh '.;ivil iiar, kax.l.eo opened .iH;r doors very freely to r efusoes 

rrom ..'!pain of ~;>ll tn)es cf politl.Gal opinion. Jhe raa&ived rotu­

{!;eea or tha extr$.m.tl i:d.gut t>.fil~. oi.' the G:ittrem.e ~ett. ...)he rEUJ0l ve4 

~~au ret~e6s in v~ry oon~ider~ol~ number and plaoeu Jroctioally 

no llm.ltation upon thosG c:mdw~>.vur1ng tc· fittt.er l'>!exioo. ,,ha re• 

""d.ved p:raotitlll.<lly bll wllo dBlllred to entGr ~lllxioo f'nd who oould 

f.l.nc taoilities tor lCJnv1.rie '-'iHtin or who oc,u.ld seau1·e ah1pp1nt> 

aooom.ooations. 

c:ex1co also recciv>td " .:art;;..i.n nUUib.;:r of refugmee !1•om. 

ctttcr countries of ::uropa, lnc ludln~ t~W.ny Je\\13 9 ru1d 5h® miHle !.lO 

C.iscriru.tnetion with .resp.act to race o~ rellgion muong tne L'e.tu­

~aaa tlL., raoelved frQll\ other 'JOunt:d.o:Y. riexl.oo, howevor; di4 

exeroi.,., tne ~:HUll.e n.~te.su.re l).f pxudenoe ex.'l!roised by \Hi ln th$ is­

auun.c~t or vi:o"e t.o rafugaea ant! .l'l(\g.itted cnly those physically 

rit an·~ wlto ll6d no criminal or Qther unfavorable rooord. The 

nUIDber or :raf~a&s from oountr1ea t'thar t!um 3pal11, hc•w,ncr, was 

l\Elllt within. th(t Vtiry definite limite that they set by the 1S$U• 

~nc" of v1uua by Mexithn oonsulro> flnri 61plomut to officials. 

-.~h.~ whole record 1n rooa.nt yoa1·n h~s Bhov;n th.;. t Maxioo 

W<U> .morf; perticule.rly i.':tcrenltsd 111 rooeiVilH,~ l'etue;el!ls from 

_.,pain U,till fl·om other countries of '.uropa. 

;.:ore ruoon tl.y, the rel!l t.r ll.itior;.s ou Maxiotm J iploma.t lo un<l 

<lOUtllllur oftio,ll'l'.l l:lave bHm ao st:d.ot witll reapeot to the issu­

anu<t~ ·~t vi.asa t.hat l:)hli.l llail btl® reoeivl.ng pre.oUo&lly no retU&eea 

from tmy othar uo1.1ntry of -'~u.·ope. 'l'hu reaacm .for this allonge of 

pol.l.oy, eve.n wlth rsapeot to Spain., has bean thtllt the exporionce 

of the. Mo.doan ,;ovtiirtt.leumt witt. fl\ not 1ncons14urabla part of tt;eae 

refuseeB hul not. bee too s&tiataotoey. so far as the tlpaniah 

refu.seea e.ro aonoerned, they have in many res.ift~ots aho,~n. them­

selves more adaptable to oond1t1ons 1n thia oountry enci !;eve in 

mtiny way~ boen able to tnoorporat& themeelvea into the lite ot 

tlHI ooun try. Mml)' -of t.hose re tu.g&eli hnve been $ bl6 t.o iuoorpor­

ste themaelYee into thlil bu.eine11a, prote&illional, end workins 

class ot the oo~ntry. Otbera, however, hav~ made very little 

~l."fOl't to incorporate thema;elVb41 intc the &1fe Of tho COt.mtl')' 

tuld have uan1od ou political diaouasiQD. and polelfl1o within the 

oountq wb.1oh t'rolll t.llne ttl 1.1me t.aa beO<>Iil.& a. 1~0 uroe of embarroas­

&eut end even oonoorn to tne Mexioan J<>vern.mont. In a DW!lber of 

cn&oll varioua groupe ot' Jp8l1lbll retu~eee llt~va brougbt. a good 4eal 

or preesu.•e on the Mexloun aovernmsnt, to the point of omberraaa-

ment. · 

Ontort~latoly, oome ot the retu~eGs rrom other oountries 

ot Buropo than ~gain hevo not, tbJ·oup tb&ir oO!lltuot, .t'avorabl.J 

1Dfluonoe4 tne atti\udo of the Mex1een publ1o ana ~he Mex1oen 

Government towana soatuseea in sene.S"fll. A eood mant of the retu­

s••• rrom caoun\Jriea o\ber tlb-.m ~apaln· oame w1tb ra1r amounts or 
aone, and th6y bave, to a aoeaure, 1natea4 of st6rt1ne new in• 
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dustries or .n•n• buaineauouJ, aoquirad an interest in or control 

ot bualnnasras already estal:ll:l$1\ed in liox1uo ana in :>4exicHUl in­

d:l.letry • .r willt•evert to this a little later, but there iS no d.oubt 

that the attitude of some of tlie. l'tlfugeea in ~~e:aioo haD untavor• 

&bly intluenaGd the Illexican vilblio and this is refleoted in the 

Mexioen Qovernment. 

T.ha l«lpUr\lll$1lt is aware truot the Mu.io~n Goverlllllant haa 

been exereisin& a very atrlot uo11trol in t}eneral ovlll.' the admia­

llion of €tliens, aspeoiall;r- l.r t.t.ey oruae to work. 'l'lw ne_part.ment 

ls m>aro thut rl!l!erioan oiti;.:;f!Uiii ente.rlqr. Z<leKiou t'ol' tho lJI.U'poae 

of eng(l6itl§ in £~ny uuintul oouup€J.tion, v.uethOJ.r J.t be p•ot'3sa1onal, 

basinesa, l.d: otho.t'\•.lae, lllUat s~;ouro s lJeoial authorization, and 

that trsi<l is granted wlth dH'ficulty. ln tuut, tLt< attitude ot 
tl"Ht .Mexioan uovernment in this r~Hlpaot 1.& 1\,r frw liberal ami 

tt>iu. applitJ.S to aliena of any net1.0millity lUlu. wlth{!ut l'4Uip®ot to 

.raoe, reliaion, or pollt.lu~l Oi>inion. 

>¥ith ~>p.:.oiflo h'lfaramne to Jei".hu i.!r.ro.lgr~t.hm, it may be 

s~:~id. tl'l&t thor<> i& at. ,1reaent n•.; fli<Hu•.Ld.natlcn tl<J,~.i.nst Jews 1n 

::.tlldcc, although ttHn·e 1s ll i'uir nwutmr ~n the oapital nnd in 

ot..r.~r industrial oantars. .h~ Jewu who havo \IO!lllil to Mexico 1n 

th6 lut 2(1 y~:\.\1'13 neve m>.~~gcd &l~o<~t ~nt ir~l.Y in bulilineu end 

neve rell>8ineu in the u.r ban c~mterit. ,:;om a of tt,<~m have beuome 

Vt\\lry wae.l thy e.rld fj ft~w or t.h;;m ViJl'Y pow"~ tul. J;.;m~ of theae 

nave not uoed elti<€1' their W9l.}l th o.t· tiH~ir iJOWel· with ogmplate 

undarstandlng. It mey be nl.l.LG- 1 hOW~JVor, tbet up to thia ti.!IH3 

tru;re ls no dl.s<Jriminat ian nralnst ;raw<.> and .1. t ht.~:> ba&l my obsel'­

vat ion tl•nt t ha l4e.dai!IL vovsrnr.wn t doe~n everythil"ll! in 1 to power 

to avoid any suul1 probliMl! arhint;. My O\'ln obs.-rvatlon would lead 

me to tno opinion that tl•e J6>•1S in loloxico, who o.r~ fol' th<J most 

pax·t ln flOUifortablu o1roUili$t&n\Hlll, al'G not partioula..rly ~tn.xioua 

that tl1era shoulc ba any oon BiO.ere.bla Jewish 1mrlligrrat ion aocopt­

ed by the .'iinxiu~;n Govli!rllUient, for tlHJY fear ti:ut .tt wo l.lld l~Bd to 

em un!'r,vorabl"' attitude towards Jews in r;mwr&l. tilra"dy 111 tho 

oountry. 

l b.sva ,;,lvon t.Ue l,;ep&L'tment tHis bt>Okgroun<l as it lu neo&s­

IJ8l'Y l believe t(• u.n llll~&r~tand1~ of tlHl att1t11a., or the 
:.ioxio~:~n ;.tovo::nment. ln addition to thia, th6 M.sxlo&n ':JovornJJ0nt 

doe<~ not boliove that it b ll. ne~d of IUiy cousitlorabla in~..lg.ru­

Lion. Tho oountr·y .Uao a .iJOpulat.l.on of :w,ooo.cuo, of which the 

overwholmin& nWtlb61' liva on & very low st~•ndv4. 'i'hG pri&Eiry 

purpouo 01' thu Mt~J>1onn Govorw~tmt .1.i> to im.v.rovo .nnd. ;hwelop ln­

dllBtry und to .mOl'tHUIU aar1oult~al. pl'odu.eUon. lt believes that 

to do tllia it uae aduqua&c population ~nd that ito first obl1sa­
tion ia to uudoavor to .iJl'ovid~ a. hie;}lor 3t.andt~.rd ot livinE, and 

m.or~ alle'!llo.to omploymont. t:os: its preeo11t 1n41g•noua populut1oo. 

Tbe attitude towards the reoapt.ion Ol' pe1•aons espeolel}¥ quali­

fied ror teobnioe~ opo~ation is likely to be 11oarallzod• tor 
auoh iHlt"ISona will b~ needud in the iuduatrl.nl fdl4 tt61'10I.lltllr&l 

uevelop~ent of tbu oountl7• 

l .havo l<e&1tatecl to tnke up wlth tile .M.exioan 1.0-Qvurnment 

u1reotlr. myself• the uopartmont'a o~ntld~1ti&l oiroulnr airgram 

of .~p.ril l) with rogo.rd tu tho s:wutiu& 1.1t vi&ae b¥ Mexioan dip• 

1G).U1flt.io and oon.aul.ar vti'ioera in 8w1~aerland to ~ei'uae(l obildren 

booau&e l t~ar that tho answer will bo negati'fe 1f Ute approaoh 
1• made 1n t..bie W&J et t.his time. l think there is a poalaibil• 

1ty that ao tar as ~•tueoe oh114ren are oonoerned under 16 years 

of as•. it may be poesible to set soma degree ot rooept1v1ty by 
the Moxioen Goyunment, el.thoueb thero 8ft no organuationa ot: 
an}' kind in Mox1co wb1oh v.-ould be pP,\leJ'A to lllldtrtake the 41a• 

tr1buUoa and tho ouo of theso o"hUdlren within .\hll eountl'J'. or- · 
g_Ull.aa\lono euoh 88 w• have in the Un,1t.ed. states ond. 111 ,scae 

o\hel" 

E--



otnor eountriea whiob osn handle a probltllll ot this kind do not 

exist here. ~·b.a fiae.&l problems whioh the Mexican Go-vernment 

e.ll'Gr.<E.\y" haa to f&oe aw1 whioll l t will inereatt1ngl}' oove to t11oe 
through t.lte decrease in revenue ~h1oh is certain to come with the 

on<i ot tlle war wUl make it reluot.ant to ncoept any retu.geoa. 

;:~avertlleleas, in order tu explore t.h1.u .llliltter before mak­
ing any informal <>pproaab., l had an lntom.&l and eonti.dential 

and ot.f-the-reeord converaatioo with the Minister of E'are1gn f>e• 

.l.ationa, t,r • . Padilla ti. few liuys ago. ln this oonverttution I. 

raisu4 the qUEUlt;i.on ot ti1e .Freaidont 'a eaeout1ve oro.er and t.lle 

tQr.lll.fi tion tif tne ~at' h~t•l&i!& Boe.ru, and tile hope of our >JOV$rn­

Dlent .t'o:r thto ooliuborr:~tlon of other ,~overnlll.tmta .tn this il~Q.-ort.­

ant .tuunauJ.tarian work. ,~·ha £iin1star im.mediat.ely ndorl'e4 to lllJ 

lllelli.Ol'SlldWl'i t~o. ~4bl, ot •~rot. 1?4 (copy ooclos6d) whioh he eeid 
lw ha<t glvun careful consideration anu .nett <J.iuoussed with the 

lres1dent. The M1nlater said t!Jet .l wtHi uwar~t or 1.ho h.lgh human1-

tari&l motivaB !illd aatuation of tho 1'r.a<JJ.d~nt of Mexioo. The 

frc1sident <lind thE> uova rruuant of M.e;doo and h® were aware of the 

lligh hwrdillitarian ruotivtla and actuation of l'residont lwosevelt 

and of.' our govol'nlllant. t!a wa<~ aura thut frOOl the many oonversa• 

tiona 1>hiot. l hno had wit.ll b.im on similar muttora, ,;. heo no 

<iollbt oonoern1ng hii>l own undex•standing or ti1ess retuaoe pJ.'Oblems 

®d of hiB own desire to hlillp a.a fa.r &Ill pOi!iSil.lle. He said tl~at 

ou.r memorandum, however, h~1d r&iseu & very real problem t'or the 

M.oxiean Govormamt ~nd he han not railed to disouss the llUlt.ter 

fullf wl th tii6 I reaidont. Ee a aid. that the Me:xioan Government, 

~nile it boped to rea1ntain lts traditionGl policy of receptivity 

to lmmisrants and to thosa aubjeot to po11tioel preoooup~tion 
&nt: to refugeea in general, Wfia 11ot in a llOS:l.tion i"or the preaent 

to reoeive any .rw.·th~x .rof\!8ooa. He ol'lllt1d att.ontion to the 

large nUllibor of .:.>,p,;miall refugees they had reouivei'.l during tho 

"panls.U Jivil httl' an<t the problm.ritl whioh hud been raised througb 

the preuenee of som~ ot these retugeea in Me~ioo who, because ot 
tbeir ra.oiel a:L'fini ty, should be Gaa .1..1)' astlimilti ted. lie oelled 

att.ontion to tlu3 Go'.ll'liderabl0 nWllbOl' of refUft51ilO$ from other ooun­

trie& ot ,.uropo who had iillltered Mexico end he aaid that ror the 
prll!etmt the Mo.xioon ~Xov0rn.ment vrould not be in a position to melte 

auuh ~ dsolaration su it haa baen iuv1te4 \o make, nor could it 
~ive any e.asur$11063 that it w~s in a position to reooive anJ 
immlt!;rants fo1· the ;:lrfHHtnt or tor tbe 1.tame41ntely toraatiee.ble 
future. Ho indioet•}d t!u.1t any reqttuat for ailllLtss1c.n by any 

"'Peoitio Kl'OUP o.t' J'Qfug.eee 1'rom Ollf oountry would have to be 

r•ll'uoed aa the JM\e.&iollin Uoverruaent waa :1ot in a position, for 

raeaone whioh my preaenoe in thlll uount.ry muat hnve .lll&d.a olwl' 

to roo, to reooive f.IDJ tor the pr&sent. 'l'he Minis tel' a aid thut 

he wished to rclake it ulear thut they w~e not olouing thoir doors, 

but thet ttl 6 MexiGan llovornm.ent must edllere for the present to 

ita polio~ ot reoo1v1ng only a ve.ey limited nwuber ot peopla 

and tuose al\>&,YIO on the ba uis or spoo11'1o i.lllltruotiona 1aeued to 

their diplOU$tio ond ooneular otfioers etetioned QbOl'ed. 

l could eee thtlt tbe ii1.1niater W!UJ very anx.ious to ool­

laborat.e with ua but thet he Ylas unable to aay t.twt his &overn­

meat oo\lld for the preaont do ao. I could aea that lHt waa 

regretful beoauae 1n every ~ttor on whioh we na-ve approaohed 

h1a tor oollb bOration in the 1ntar-Mner1oan md in the wider 

world p1eturo, the Govornaen\ of Mexioo hau )een collaborative 
to en unuaual degree. It wee quite cloar, nowever, that ao tar 

aa retuaeet are oonoerne4, the Mex1oen Government 1& not 1o a 

poa1t10il to oollabGzate t01• th0 present and tor thia reaaon I 

do not believe tbat it woul4 ~ a4Y1eable tor the War nelugae 

Board. 



board o1· ro:v U8 in nny way to urge l.illf measures on tha Mtt~d.­
oan Qgverwnent. I do not believe tl:). e;t tmy such erforts oo our 
Jial't or of tho , u.r lietugee BotJrd woul.d have tony us0tultHt&8 and 
ill!G .4 fenr the>t. tney ~ht .iH!.Vtl all unfavorable effect. 

£o fQr us the quaation raiscu in the Depar\m0nt'e ooafi• 
dontial olro~A~ar airgrfllli of April 15 i& o{lneertuld, at.fsotina . 
ohildren under 16 yaara or oge, l h~ve made no formal approach 
to the f.1~H.iotm Jovernm0nt on this matter as l lUll. oontid11n1.t froll'l 
ruy knowleage ot ths si\u.&tti® here tml.'! frmn ttJ.e l:'allUOrks of the 
Minister ot iol'f.iign ~(<Slati.one ®d trom tlie obaervationa uf the 
ether ()ff1oere of the Minl.titt7·, that th~ t<nuMU' wollld be nega­
tivo. l &hall, howGVQr, •nde~vor in informs~ uonvorsotiona with 
the &lniator, to pursue til.l.a quw~tion of the obJ<lctivea ~:>t t.b.~ 
t~.et~o~e,ce Uoard i"uYtlu.•r and at u:~ fiat opportunity ~ sh!iill rr.ise 
t.b.ia qulil&tion or rutug,u; ohildr~n. 

l h::.ve Wl·itt,,n t.nia lOnfi.: r~port on this J<llitter to thfl De• 
1:>ertm0nt tu l believfl t.be matter is of suffioiant 1.r.<portanoe to 
Y~e.l'l'fllit t.rU.;.. !ull baoke.rol.Uld !illd l huve ><®ted lt to be olear tnst 
if there ia ~$;oponae so rsr . tn; Mexico ia oonoerued, to tl;e 
autiv.itie>l> ,;t t.ae fial' •Hlfugee B<.H1rd, it 1u not l.Htenuse this .',lfi­

bK~S:.I;y luHi wet roret:Hll>n the pl·oblam whioh ;Jti.a arisan a.nd with 
Whlc.t tr.t; t.oaro #luhea to d6hl, tor tlltr1ng the vu.at few years, L 
nave anda~:tvored in auGh weya a& l properly ana d.Ucreetl.y could, 
t'1 uevelo_p t'l tavo.~,·a. ole &ttit ude toward tb.o reception or refugeoe~ • 

F11& 848-" fi>l' ""tugeo 1ioard 
G ... AA/aw 

. laspeottull)" your&, 

'l"o the ~.-apurtment l.n lirigin&.l and 4 Cop1ss. 

i•,uc lo&Ul'&l 
.:opy of Momor~mliu.m i'lo. 2461 oi' Maroh 

24, 1944· 
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It will be ruo~:<lled tiH<t on .&~ebruary 11, thQl'e Wt>S lett 
with th<l 0fioi:;.l .,.<ayar o:f tha !Hnistry a peraonal l'll.ell>Or!illdum 
l'•ll!,lHHlting t.iHl astabllah&ent, on Jwluflll'y 22, 1944, by an execu­
tive order of the i··r~aiue.ut or ttHJ United .itates, uf a ao-callad 
<.ar ~iafugee Boai·d to t~tk<> il'llmudilit& aotio.u fox th& roaoue 6lld 
r.sliet ot tl;e Jewa uf '>urope uni.c other v1ctim5 of enemy p~rseou.-
tion. · · 

'l'hfil eatablialH~>Iilh'l. of t.hi.a boarei reDr<:>&auts the dotamina­
tion of Uie i.:OVel'f'..Iilun t ut tht~ Jni te.:. .:..tot~ll ol'feutively to oal'ry 
o~.<t . .,,ithout diiluy tue polioy 1>0 taktl all paaa1'ole .,.easures for 
l.!H; speeily renoue ruu.t l'ellat' o1' tiw re fug eeu in europe. It is 
felt eertnln that thltu tSftcu.·t ·.,111 not. be unil<it.oral, lllld 1t 18 
debired to :~.<ake olDtU' thst it oontinues to be the polley of the 
Jovorwn<Jnt of the Uuito~.t ,,t.at~u to anoou:rugo.< ~ma partioiv.1te 1n 
eftaotlva ooOpel'!i~lve erftlrte witll otlier gov0rmuenta. '1'hu bc&l'd 
or (10'-LI'Su, will oooparate wl thsll interested 1.ntarmF lonc.l or&&lll­
utionu. 

iih.l.l~ chu:i1'Yi116 tlu; !JOaition o1· tL.a ... overnmant of the 
llnltad ;Jh.toa >;1th l'tHlpeot t thi.s 6tltlre probl$111, it ia daairo4 
tit the :ialllAI time t.o uprees the hop9 tor oooper~>tive action upon 
th~< pa~t of tr;e <>-ovex•n.ruent of .'da.dc.'O. rt ill thought tho t tllti uo-

;.Uon taken by the Govarnment. or the Unite\\ :>tates oould bo help­
::ftllly j}uplarJWU t&ti t.bl'OU{i;ll th~ ia&uanoe by the '}OVOl'IUUent of Rl&Xi­

o::~(J~ of jE 4cahrntion of policy eimilu• to that m4!de by thtt ,··rea1-
.,., ~Jltill t ot_ th" United. .;>ta.tee. 
~:-::,:· c• 
_r. 
>"',-. 
mrn :.. 
Ct;:;c, 
0. 

~i1ao;;.li'., .,;arot 24, 1944• 
-- co 







--

-,.., 

I'IAR RUUGEE BOARD 

UDIORM!Dl!M 

April 20, 1944 

( 
I diaeueeed with Mr. Warren telegrem Mo. 506 of lpril 11 1 P••• 

llr. Warren felt thC<t we should do nothiq "bout this situation at this 
y' 

tiae and that we should for the time ignore Meaaersmithte recoMmenda-

tion thAt no 1110re refugees be brouaht to !lexioo~ etc. llr-; lfarren 

felt that it would be better to hendle thia problem with Measer~ith 

when s epecifio proj0ot arose. 

The Board he.s no information regardins the 489 refugees to 

whom reference ie aade in the ebovo-aentioned cable • 

.J81maa4b 4/20/« 
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Gl.R-EO 
This tElEgram must bE 
po.rnphrc_s c:d b e:f orE bEing 
cOlilr.mnica-.;Ed to v.nyonE 
othEr thm _ n Go·,r ErnmEnt 
Lg mcy-. ( BR) 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

'Jashington 

566, Lpril 1, 1 p.o. 

I 

r,:ExiCO 

DatEd Lpril 1, 19~1 

REC 'd 5:-±2 p.m. 

' (-

Polish ~inistEr has just informEd mE hE lEo.rns from 

London the, t '.:089 rEfugEES will shortl~· bE broucht to 
j 

EExico fran India. PlEasE advisE Embassy of nny infer-

mu tion in this r q~urd. 

I rEpEnt prEvious rECOiimJmdo_tions thnt no norE 

rEfugEES bE broucht to Lc:ico c_nd if nEcEssary (rEpEnt 

if nEcEssary) minimum fivE to six months advancE noticE 

rEquirEd to urrnngE c.ccommodations. 

t:ESSERSBI TH 

Ci.ri 

-t 
I 



Subject: Hefugee Relief in Mexico 

The Honorable 

S1ir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Wqshington, D. C. 

//.· r1 I} {j '·I J 
/ / 

liefer.lnce is made to the Embassy's despatch num­
ber 15781/of February 8, 1944, being a preliminary re­
port as to the possible Mexican attitude with respect 
to the affording of relief to European refugees, in 
accordance with the program envisaged by the Presideht 
in establishing the War Refugee Board. 

This entire question was informally discussed 
with Senor !lianuel Tello, Oficial Mayor of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, at which time a personal memoran­
dum was left with him, explaining the duties of the 
Board and inquiring as to the extent to which Mexico 
might be prepared to cooperate in giving haven or ran-

• daring other assistance to European refugees at this 
time and in the future. Sr. Tello, in turn, took up 
the question with the Foreign Minister and he has now 
informed an officer of the Embassy that while Mexico 
is entirely in sympathy with the proposed activities 
of the War rlefugee Board, it nevertheless cannot take 
any active part in the transportation of refugees to 
this Continent, nor can it assume any responsibility 
for the maintenance and care of such refugees in Mexico. 
He stated, in this connection, that, as is well known 
to the Embawsy, Mexico is affording hospitality to 
large groups of Spanish refugees, as well as to large 
numbers of other refugees from Europe, many of them of 
the Jewish faith, in addition to cooperating in the 
settlement in Leon, Guanajuato, of approximately 1500 
Polish refugees. 

Sr. Tello likewise remarked that Mexico was 
stinting itself in order to make its financial contri­
bution to UNHRA, despite the fact that large sections 
of the Mexican population were themselves in an im­
poverished condition. 

So far as the question of Mexican hospit~lity to 
Jews is concerned, it may be stated that there ia no 
particular problem here. As .has been :pointed out 
previously, Mexico has afforded refuge t:q large numbers 
of· :refugees without question'· as to thef;i'.:'religion. . In­
cluded among these ref'-lgees are Jews. froD1 many· countries 
of E4rope who hl;lve settled. into MexiQ.ari J,.ife and are 
act.i:v,e .. in, small busil).ess. LikeWis.~' there is a large 
n~ber ·o~·~ranish·, Itl)lian and'L·eva'nt~ne J~ws. in Mexioo,· 

. ~~~~, · ,_ · · many ·or 
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many of whom are intimately identified with the 
Mexican picture and are active and prominent in 
business, banking and industrial circles. Practi­
cally all of these individuals, many oi' whom are in 
the second and third ~eneration of life in Kexico, 
have become and are considered as l.lexicans. 

Reports from the several consular officers in 
z,:exico indicate that the Jewish families settled in 
their districts suffer no discrimination and in fact 
are active and, in some cases, prominent in local 
business circles. 

I may add that during the course of an interview, 
last October, which Dr. Padilla, the Foreign J\:inister, 
granted to M.r. Jacob Landau, the 11anaging Dil'ector or 
the Jewish Telegraphic Acency, he stated• that J,Iexico 
had never discriminated against individuals of the 
Jewish faith but has accorded them the sane hospitality 
accorded to ul~ q~ople desirous o~ living pea~e~bly 
in kexico and ln accordence with ltS laws, c:e added 
that there were many Jewi in ~exico and that they had 
been helpful ill the national economy. 

Respectfully,yours, . 

I. / 
.... j. ;.l•l 
f 1'>::~.,· . 

Georgi S. Messersmith. 

SJ10I.,;LC 

In duplicate to th~ Department - original in ozalid 

348 ~nr ilefugee Eoard 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Mexico, D. F., Mexico, February s, 1944 

No. 15,781 
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SubJect: Refugee relief in Mexico. 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Department's airgram of January 26, 7 p.m.L 1944

1 respecting the establishment of a War Refugee Hoard, 
consisting of the Secretaries of State, Treasury and 
War, and also the President's statement that he expects 
the cooperation of all members of the United Nations 
and other Governments in carrying out the difficult 
and important task involved in the immediate rescue 
and relief of the Jews of Europe and other victims of 
enemy oppression. The Department directed the submis­
sion of an immediate report concerning the actual situa­
tion as it exists in Mexico, such report to include a 
full statement as to what is being done to rescue the 
Jews and other persecuted minorities from Hitler, in­
cluding particularly (a) the extent to which these war 
refugees are permitted to enter Mexico, (b) the extent 
to which Mexico actually encourages and cooperates in 
their entry, and (c) the extent to which such refugees 
are not able to enter Mexico because of the latterTs 
failure to cooperate in their entry. 

The Department will recall from despatch no. 2482 
of July 1, 1942, and related correspondence, that the 
Mexican Government had authorized the entry of a large 
group of political refugees from Europe. At that time 
when the so-called refugee vessels plying between Portu­
gal, Casablanca and ports in the Americas were sailing 
on more or less regular schedules, considerable numbers 
of individuals, Jews and others, ·were admitted into 
Mexico as political refugees. Also at about this time 
the Mexican Foreign Minister stated "Mexico has been an 
energetic defender of the right of asylum and has freely 
opened its territory to the politically persecuted who 
come to it with honorable intentions of peace, work and 
discipline •••• Mexico cannot see without emotion the treat­
ment which is being fiven to the civil populations in 
occupied territories • _ 

During 
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During the past eighteen months, the number ot 
vessels calling at Mexican ports from Portugal and 
Spain have been practically-nil so that the number of 
refugees entering Mexico during this period has been 
greatly reduced. There is no indication, however, that 
the Government of Mexico is not now, as it was in the 
past, prepared to cooperate in any measures looking 
towards the relief of persecuted European minorities 
and to afford asylum within the absorbtive capacity of 
the country. This is .substantiated by the fact that 
Mexico has entered into an agreement with the Polish 
Government-in-exile to take up to a maximum of 28,000 
Polish refugees, irrespective of religion, who might be 
transport~d to Mexico. The Department will recall that 

• slightly more than 1 1 500 have been brought to Mexico 
since July 1943 and are presently installed at the 
Colonia Santa Rosa in Le~n, Guanajuato. 

It will also be recalled that there is in Mexico 
an organization known as the Federacion de Organismos. 
de Ayuda a los Republicanos Espaftoles (FOARE) for the 
purpose of carrying on refugee and anti~Fasc1st propa­
ganda; it has been active also in securing the release 
of political refugees in French North Africa. Through 
the activities of this organization and the cooperation 
of the Mexican Government, thousands of Spanish politi­
cal refugees have found haven within the Republic. There 
is also in existence here a Jewish Refugee Committee 
which is in cooperation with similar organizations in 
the United States and which is principally concerned 
with refugees of the Jewish faith. 

The Embassy will inform the Ministry for Foreign 
Relations with respect to the airgram under reference 
and endeavor to ascertain the extent to which Mexico is 
prepared to cooperate in the carrying out of the Presi­
dent1s program of refugee relief. It is felt, in this 
connection, that Mexico will be prepared to cooperate 
within the 11mi t of its fiscal and other capab1li ties; 
but that such cooperation will doubtless have to be 
limited to providing permission for refugees to reside 
within the Republic. It is extremely doubtful, consider­
ing the already impoverished condition and general liv­
ing conditions of many of Mexico 1s citizens, whether the 
Government could, from a political point of view, afford 
to take over the responsibility of housing, feeding and 
oaring for large groups of European refugees. The ques­
tion, however, will be explored with the Mexioan authori­
ties. 

It may be added that Mr. Gibson, ot the Embassy 
staff, who was an adviser to the United States delegation 
to the recent Demographic Congress, states that this sub­
ject was not treated of during the Oongress. 

Respectfully yours, 

BEOD:AP 
tn·d\1pl,.ioate 
848-War Refugee Beard. 

HERBERT s. BURSLEY 
.Oharge d1Aftaires ad interim 


