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LATIN AMERICAN (NICARAGUA) 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

CJ 
C1 
CJ 
CJ 

Other (Specify) 

l. FOR IIIATERIAL RELATIVE TO ASSUMNCES BY LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
TO SWITZERLAND RE VISAS TO REFUGEE CHILDREN FROM AXIS TERRITORY 

2. I6R MATERIAL RELATm TO NICARAGUAN APPROVAL RE THIS GOVERNMENT'S 
APPROACH 'rO GERJIAN- GOVERNMENT;- -·WITH A VIEW -To· ARRANGING AN EXCHANGE 
AGAINST GERMAN NATIONALS· IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE- OF INTERNEES HOLDING 
LATIN AMERICAN PASSPORTS AND PAPERS 

SEE: 1. PlU)GRAHS 'I'II'l'H ·RESPECT·· TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEESf EVACUATION 
TO SWITZERLAND 

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROY"FRANOE) 

2. PROGlWIS-'IfiTB ·RESPECT''rO'RELlEF AND RESOUE OE REFUGEESl OTHER 
MEANS OF EFFECTING imscUES 

J.B,EC()GNITION ·OF LATIN' AMERI~·P.ASSPORTS) 
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Datoti Octooer 2o, 104<± • 

Hl"C' d 2 p.m., Oct., 31~ 1941~ 

Secreta•y of State, 
.ia. 1:1ln~~tOllo 

a-149, uctobor 2G, 4 p.ru. 
x 

De s·artn~cnt, s instruct! on no. 1359, dated Septem-
ber 27 ~ 10114 c 

Ir: n EO'G~ dated October 18 recelvod toda;;, Octo­
ber 25, 'dt!3 ;;lcm.•s.;,:,uan 1/oreic:n L.inister re;)orts that 
on C,he ·"ormer,date ho tran~::;·Iitted tl-;.e follorlirti:· tele­
cran to tho SYiiss Forol-:n Office (in translation): 

"I llave t':w honur to I'equ.est Your Lxcellcncy 
to cor~n.mnicate to ti:w '::ierJ•,an Government that my 
Cro;r~rnr,wut llas c:iven a-ut,wr·it·:J to the United States 
-:.~ / ... ~.1cr!c..:-~ t::. ii~~·.$itlut-;; J~:~t.. u.~o.c:J.a.i:a.:.~i:l ~.1.' a.ll~ijJ.l-
so 1~' ~-Jho claim Eicara:.uan nationality for Gerrnan 
nacionals who f'intl thamaalV6S in thls hemlsphero." 

'7ll.5/8·Jl.2 
Iillr'/gp 

STL\vAHT 
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FRC1: I / (~) 
TO: 

D!\l'h; 

3epterGbf~r 11 tclec~r-am ::·-::-:¥ Z\141 / 

Acco:o:·dinr to note fpJ:G Y0C:6r'l~. I:epsrtr1<mt c!'lted Septem'Jer 
r 

18, FedGrs.l :~oun::.11, :J:Jde.r 1·e!~t.:;rv~1-~ion Hun~rnri[::.rl Gover~rnent 1 s 
/ 

assent, is fully cl::.sro·3cc1 t.c •.ssunG rerre3ention }!i:::n.raguan 

intere~·~3o In~tru:;ticn~ tc ocel/s·:,_:id goVGI'n~ent's n.p_·ree:.Ient 
I 

have ~Jcen ser.t to r:Jv.:ls3 .t c.;;;:s.t~_ct~ at bu.r.1apest. 

10/7/44 

f .. Al-'RI30l; 
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l!'ROM: 

DI.TED: 

NUMBER: 

ci!~*~' 
PARAPHRASE OF m..ti."'GRAM SENT · . ~~ ,j 

v' American Legation, Bern 

September 11, 1944 

3141 -

. , ...,. 

CONTROL COPY 
With Ufol'enoe to lllcar~ intoreats ln !\1D&EIZY, we glye 

you be1ov airgr8111. of Allguat 19, No. A-361 ( ee• 70lU' oable of July 14, 

No, 4518), 

You are retel'1'1d to e~il'Cilla1' · A1rg8lll of AUgust 3, 1944 

from the Departllltat co:nc:•rning repreoe~a"'-Uon b~ SwU:z~~rland of liiC~U"BgW~A 

J:a a nah dated .Ataguet 17, 1944, L/No. 189, the :rore1p 

Office of !lioaragua reco&aime• thtl adv1aab111t7 of ha•~ :repreaeDU.tlon 

1n li1Jngary tor .N1oaraguaD inhreate, aelecta BwUsor-~ a.e protecUDg 

paver, and aeln \he Udted Stahll GoYel'il!llllnt to aec.natn 1! the repzoeaGt­

at1on of B1Q81'&&WID 1ntereete ln ~ w1U be e.a8WU4 "117 S1ti tserlaDd. 

ta addition, the Go'f'8l'tllllellt of Nicaragua asks that the 

contained in DepBl"ttlent' 11 reference airgram, in the ..-ct it acoepta. 

The nggeatlone reten.O. to a"bove are ae fol1ovsz 

J'l.eaae allk the goTel'JIMJlt to vh1oh :JOU are accl'e4Ued 

to U.rect the protecUug power nbstanUal)T as uoted below, in the cmm.t 

1t agrees to 

DECLASSIFIED . 
·State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H.' Parks Dnte.sEEJ 4 1972 
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'ild otli·~I' p;•f>ers :i.s;Jueft in i t.u\m<rn<'. to i.ndi~idnals ·in !l\mp;a~·y 

su·o.)ect .to :>o;r's!"cut.it::>JU (2} · Unt. <\d1rice . to t.hit. .ef:'oict. be giVml i!Un"­

g<,ri;mJ:(•Verntltrht ahd>t';at it- is :cntid..\)'·'l:.ed th<;t t.he rights, tr,ut­

melltt' ir~umtnities m1d .rrivHer;es' of n· t~ccn<Jls of the governiritmt t.o which 
~ : '- -- - -- .. 

· :md otltt\r ;wners; ,,nd (3) t'mL ll(•J?,otbtions by tho United !ltatos fqr 

the c:<.<:h:·np,o of such indivic\upls ,,re authorized. 

·:ill :rou nsk t!te n'?v ·rn<o<:nt of 3witzerl<-md t,o accept renrc~ 

:s;;;nt:klon ilf i!i<:r r< guon interests iri '·lungr,x'.Y • adviS'ing it of the 1ibov:).• 

tmd stut.in>! that, if so· de sired,. the· rnwe rrun<'nt: · of thE! Unit;ed :>tntcn is 
·. . 

·wil~il_f.:f.: i"t-1-- 3Ct..,- _B.:$ Cor·J:1~ni(!.Ht.ion .c.hr~nn~l? 

I'UU 

...... ' 

' ' .:J . 



. . .... ··.In {l. no~ ~~e te.,1 l!r-o/ 2p tlllll I1:1'i'!<•4.!lg!,{!ll'l. J'<)~·.:.;l.~fi:\ 
Off:i,Cc~·,llVxt•.xr thl.tt .. it '.t'ot!ld oo gU!d tc e"''~ tlw .J>el(l>.,'" · 
·tion o.t ib I\<fltior-.a."llD for G>:~Dhiimg~ :r..tid~ in t.h·a fo.'U(ll'j'~ 
1q cmlQol 

hl:LJ18 I1larfa Jlqerp . s.-.w rwtooar.rel'O 
ION do la LUJ ~~~ his 'lflte, ~..-. 

aid tbe.t.r ~.;~ea.W., .Tnotte, 
. .r.• 01a~, ·alill ·los• • • · · 
Aqulles SolOrillulo ·.· ··. . .·. ... . . . 
Xda Jit.~kle· m'l her di.vpten, Baqutlla Uld ' SOJd.a.· . ·.' .· : 

.· ·. !be lae~ aa.M4 three ~ou are Pol.es who .-w. obtUDe4 
. Bioar&P'ID pliilaporta ua noae ~ 1e wiNd oza . 

. . . htald.tar~ srOtilldeo . . . . 
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Managua, D.N., Nicaragua, April 17, 1944. 

Ko. 2137. 

Subject: Nicaracuan Passports Held by 6\lropeans~ 
in Occupied Europe. 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washineton. 

I have the honor to refer to tr.e Department 1 s 
further circular secret airgram of April 11, 1944, 
11 a.rr.., regardins the attitude which the Department 
hopes will be adopted by the Nicaraguan Government 
toward the bearers in occupied .c;urope of !licaraguan 
passports. This was the subject, likewise, of tl1e 
Embassy's secret despatch no, 2128 dated April 13, 
1944. 

In view of the instructions contained in the air­
gram under reference, and as forecast in my despatch, 
I had an opp9.rtunity today of discussing this subject 
with Dr. ARGUELLO, the J?oreign Minister. 

Dr. Arsuello stated tha,.t the Nicaraguan Govern­
ment believed that between 125 to 150 persons in occu­
pied hurope had fraudulently obtained Nicaraguan pass­
oorts. It had been the oractice of his Government here­
tofore generally to decline to confirm the validity 
of any such travel document.s when questions were asked 
by the German Government through the Swiss Government 
as protecting power. In a few cases involving humani­
tarian considerations, they had confirmed the bearers 
as Nicaraguan nationals, although they were aware that 
the travel documents had been fraudulently obtained. 

Dr. Arguello said that he could not say offhand 
whether any requests for confirmation of validity had 
been received through the Spanish Government. He would 
look into the matter and let me know. Similarly, he 
would discuss with President Somoza the feasibility 
of sending through this Embassy and the American Lega­
tion at Bern a telegram beseeching the German author­
ities to safeguard the interests of the bearers of all 
Nicaraguan passports. He thought that the President 
would accede and that this might be done. He intimated, 
however, t~at Nicaragua would probably not want to 
receive many of these persons as permanent residents 
of the country. He thought, however, that if we could 
assure the Nicaraguan Government that the Nicaraguan 

~ I ~ DECLASSIFIED ~ . 
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passports of t.:1ese peo·,le w,~1.<ld be taken un follov;inR 
th.eir exit from occt:p1 ed i:Ul'O:Je after exchfm&ee tor ~ 
Cerman r.ationals, and that (as· I indicated to hll:1) 
these persons ;·;ould nof reacr1 :N.ic::ragua, the Presicie1~t 
vwuld probably E.::>j)rove ocr ne;::o tl a tin[ for such a;-; 

- exehance On --be-~talf of 1-1i s ---overr.ur:ent. 
i. 

Dr. Ar;;-·liello int1mat8d L:&t !-,e wot:ld lE:e to ·_ave 
somethinD rrom the M:bass: .. in wri t1ng _o~ t~li t .s11C jec:. 
before discussinz: the r:Je.tt.el' v11 tL Fresider1t. :,omo<:.u, 
but when I had ex)lained t;l&t I was reluctan'.: L> trar!!­
r.-;it any-written-o.c~_cl.u~:ent on t~ds SL.bject .. r~e seerr,erl t~q 
accept that nosition. 

As soon as a ftArt'lA::-"' .~cnver·s-ation is had Ytl.l--_-.:. 

Dr. Ar~Uello on this sui_)ject, I ~hall not fa11 t:'rOJt!'tly 
to re;'Ol't the result~. 

801.2 
EDF'/t:P 

~es"ectfLlly your~, 

~ar0ld iJ. F1~lej 
(;j_ar·:~e d 'Affnlres ad 1 nter~n 



-·2= cmct>LAR, :April 15, ? p m. 

:emwb:le transporttl:tion i'!!wilitiss from Swltzsrlan.0. to 1"(;; 
'~f ~nPD-·~ry _b.3~o~e R~e)Jab~e ~ The G-ovar:1lf..ent me.y ·t}..:) i..~f;ft'ilt::·-

tn€· BPF!~C5.B-:~ rt':!,rre~GP.--t:S'ti-vf' 0f t.he W~r ~fug-rc Eoo:'d u~·--~-~t'.;~ ~-.. -) 
n-.". ·•JnerJ.(>;r<r• !,;c·gt•:~:lor '.r: !!-ern ,n_n h glad to cooperate w.1·:. 
the cl'i.pJ.oma1:J.c ~_;nd consular officers oi' the other Ame1•ican Re 

. ' .n;JJ ''-i'' 'n alJ othAl" l'l:'ftlg\';t' ros:t.t.o:rs 

&11.as Chauncey (for the Se:c 1y) Abrahmuson, Akzin, Btn·natein, Cohn, 
DuBoh.,. l:'r~edman, Gaoto11 9 Hodel, _Luugbl.tn, Lesser, Luxford, llannp 
1/LSnnon, Marks, McCorruaok, PauJ.,- Pohle, Pollakp Rainsp Sat•goy~ Smitlip 
Standieh, Sttlwart, Woisntedt1, H. D. Whiw, Files 



APR '7 1944 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

The Secretary of State bas referred to me a copy 
of your Dispatch No. 2043, of March 6, 1944, in reply to the 
Department of State's circular airgrams of January 26 ~d 
February 29, 1944, requesting a report on the Nicaraguan Gov­
ernment's attitude toward the rescue and relief of Jews and 
other peroeouted peoples of Europe. 

The War Refugee Board appreciates your cooperation 
in ~~ing this information available, and your recommendation• 
are being carefully considered. 

I 
Mr. Harold D. Pinley, 
O~rge d1Affairee, 
Hmbaaey of the United Statal, 
Manscue, D,N,, !lic8l'agua. 

·-w~ ,:Mf-
. ~BODliUPl' 4o.4..4<i-

Ve17 truly yours, 

J. if, Pehle 
Executive Director 

' 
i 

i 
I 
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Subjoct: 

The·• ;1ono1•ablo 

,-_, :-
~-· 

/ 
~iicm'ar;un,- :;;;arcl'l. 6, 1944 .• 

i-

Hicarar;urui Attitude '.2oward nescue and 
aeliof of' Jews and Otiler Persecuted Peo:-

ples in burope. i 

The Secretary of State, 
,,as?:lington. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to the Deparhr.ent 1 s 

circular airr:;ram of Jrumar-y 26, 7 -;:J .m. 1 1944; to tile 

l·J~lbassy•s a.irgran; no. 85 of i•'ebrua.ry 25, 10:30 a.m., __ 

1944; ar..dto the Department's circular airgrrun of Pebru­

ary 29, 7 :30 Il .l~., 1944 1 c6ncerninc the attitude of 

tl2e J:icura,_;unn Government toward the rescue and relic~ 

of Jews :in Lurope and other viotL."lS of enemy persecu­

tlon, and to submit tho following comr.u:mts. 

'l'i'le oste4slble nttitudo of tho Ificaracuan Govern­

l::ent toward t:w rsce~tlo.il of Jews and othor refugees--as 
_ro,?orted in the U."lba.ss:r•s a.irc;ram no. 85, dated I"ebru­

ary 25, 10:30 a .r:~. , 1944--appaa.rs to be sa:cisfactory 

in as muc~t ns thut :~~ovornment acoe;Jts to receive such 

persons on t110 sru'MJ cond:l tiona as \~ill the United states 
and in a number proportionate to the population of the 
two countries. The Embassy entertains no doubt of the 
sincerl ty o1' this expression but i'oresees that 'Lmder 

tho conditions named technical di:f.'ficulties could woll 
_prevent the arrival of any conside1•able number of such 

persons in liicaragua. In dinoussinr; this subject fur­

thor with the -rJicarac;ue.n Fo:r•eic;n Office, it is believed 

that ini'ormation will be needed x•ee;a.rdinc; the Pl'notical 

steps envisac;ed by the I"Jnr Hefugee Board to put our 
c;overnmen t' s policy into effect. 'l'hus 1 dat~ regardinc; 

the probable number of persons to b'o received by the 

United states, the re.cili ties for tranapox•t which may 
be available, tlw_ time of the exp_ected evacuation, 
the nationality or the refugees, etc., will ;_:>robably 
be asked !'or. 

(? 

Hec;ax•dlng the basic attitude of 1acaregua toward 

this subject, it muy be re[JOl'ted the.t on Februaey 23 1 

10~3 a.n o1'fioer of the li:Clbassy learned from Dr. Antonio 

lJJ\.lKlil.::RO 1 t'nder ·secretary for ·i<'oreicn Aff'ah•s, that 
at. ~hat time alr.1ost no re.fugoes as auch••except a .few 

Spanish priests, teaohors, etc., who arrived prior to 

the outbroalt of the present_ \7ar--had roached that oo'UI'l·· 
t1•y. .1\.ri·ivo.ls since then ~d in evory case complied 

.--·">- .. --·---------. 
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with the imm1f3rat1on laws in effect. The Under Secre­
tary s-en ted that, althouc;n. tJicaraf?.Ia had sont a repre­
sentative to the Lvianconferenoe, his goverruuent did 
not encourage refur;ea imr.rl.gration. Very few refugees 
have reached I!ionragua. durin[; the past year. · 

'l'here presently exists n considerable senti1nont 
m:1ong r;icnrazuans hostile to the inunigrat~o.1 here of 
Jews, Syrians, 11 Turks", and others who compete econom~ 
icelly with Nicarac;uans. The Dnbassy is inclined to 
believe that, basically • the .l'iicars.suan Government 
still does not welcome such imm1c;ration, althoush, a·.s stated above, 1t will probably be willing to fulf'il 
its oncagement, ns reported in the D.nbassy' s airgrru11 
under reference. 

;·,ith reference to the possibility of the I!icara­
;:uan Government's issuing a. public statement on the 
oubjoct, it is believed--without hnving explored the 
situation--that er.,barrasm:;erit might presently result 
n~ol'1 a request t~nl.t such a statenent be made. Atten­
tion is invited to the :-...t1bassyrs deseJatches numbered 
2016 nnd 2035, datod Pebrunry 22 and !.:arch 4 1 1944 
respectively, concorn1nr; an in($ident in which it is 
alleced that or. Alfredo SALOIWH, a Palestiniw1 Jew, 
assaulted Dr. Luis r;rnesto .i:iUHTADO, a NicaraGuan Axis­
s~'!rl:;?athlzer, when the latter intervened to prevent 
the erasure from the walla of his house of an anti­
Jewish inscri;Jtion. A debate is still continuine; in 
the press re2_;ardi11£; this .1.ncident, which has not yet 
been resolved by the Criminal Court and which has aroused 
anti-Jewish sentiment. Concurrently, President SOI.lOZA 
has not yot acted in any way against Dr. Hur.ta.do, the 
lJrestuned au thor of a larce nuuber of anti-Jewish inscrip­
tions on the walls and hoardings of Manag,ua, and, in 
fact, he still retains his post ~s professor of meqi­
cine in tho University. It mieht well appear to ti1e 
public that any pro-.rowish declaration issued at this 
time by the Nicaraguan Goyernment had found 1 ts inspira­
tion in the uurtado-Salomon incident and, in addition, 
it is not entirely clear at present on which side the 
sympathies of the Hicaraguan Government in this inci­
dent lie. 

In the opinion or the .Eanbnssy • therefore, it ap­
,oars that the issuance of a statement of policy by 
tho Hicaracuan Government mi;:ll t not 'be op:;>ort\mo or 
oxpedi"ont nt present, and unless -tlle Department should 
tlilio the op~osite vier1, it ~licht be inadvisable nt 
this time to suc;t;est that it do so. The refticoe ~1t­
uation, however, could be further ex,lorod with advan­
taco with the Nicaracuan Foreign Office if details 
reca.rdine the prospective steps to be takoll by tlle 
~·Jnl' He!'usee. noard were made lmov.n to the Iimbasay. · 

.800. 
ulW/c;P 

Hespect1'ully yours, 

IIa;old- D· ·Finley-! 
charge. d'Attail'es a.!. -r .• , . . 

.~o Department in original 
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