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Kabul, December 35, 1944. - -

X
No. 608,

. v
subjsct: Relief and Repatriation of sercan Refugees.

The iionorabnle o GUNTH -
The Secretary of Jvats,

ashin jion.

Sir:

I have the nonor to rasart that Jerman relfugeas residing
in ¥abul have recsntly asked tuls Lesatlon for Informavion
conceruing arranzements wihiich have bren made, or zre veing
made, ior ivae reliefl of refusees still in Nazi hands and for
the repatriation of refugees who have escaped abroad.

gpecific inquiry has been mate concsrning an orvanization
in New York which is understood to forward Iood parcsls to
persons interned in a concentration canp .or aged Jews at
Thereslenstadt in Czechoslovaikia, It 1s stated that this
orzanization also assists In arranzing the release and enmigra-
tion from Nazi-controlled territory of persons interned at
Thereshenscadt.

Local {srman relugees who wish later to return to liberated
portions of their nomeland .are interested in reports that the
Inter-Governmental Committee on Refusees at a meeting in
London in August 1944 proposed that religious and pollthal
refugees be repatriated by the United Nat*ons Relief and
kRehabilitation Administrstion. Th:y wish to inow what pro-
ccdure should be followed by refugess who desire repatriation.

Any inforrmation wnich che Department can provide in thls
connection would be much apprecclated Ly the interested parties.

Respectfully yours,
L L
R o
LAk -~ e ,-‘.;A:,‘ L
Q. Yalh H. Engzert ™y,
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Subject: 3ituation o

The Hounor agle
i ‘the cecretary of State,
viashinzton.

¥ith referenc:
ol Junuary .o, 7

entls clreular airsranm
: erning rieagsur2s to be
taxen for tne irmediate reliaf ol victins of
Axls opuression, I honor te report (a) that
there are no )Jvl;c or pr’vate azenciss interested in
such neasures in Af:hanistin, (b} th

O (a

2t there is little
cope ior the so*tloueﬁt of relfuzees from Axls oppression
in Afshanistan, with the pocsible exception of a small
nurber of professionally and tachnically qualifled
ersons, «nd (c) thut in view of the forszoin: clrcunmstances
I have not apnroachied the ifghan Jovernment in this cone
nectlon.

With rezpect to (b)), are in
a hunired Czechoslovaiks,

slavs, all of whon

s
2

con&* red vie +1mu oﬁ Axis
N

oppression to the extent 2 they are--wwmable to return +
vo thn2lp native londs., he wajority of thls jroup cams >
to ifsnanlstan prior to thia oubbreslr of war and are not,

strictly speaking, refugeoes. Probably not nore than twenty
percent are of the Jewlsh rucs or faith. Almost all ar-
rived in pursuance of offers of employment from the .f7han
Government, chlelly as technicluns in industrial sstablish-
ments and as teachers.

Due to the primitlve cconomy and low standard of living
of Afphanistan, there is “detlcdlly no opportunity for )
puropesns In the filelds of domestic commerce, azriculture,
or the service trades. TPerei;n trade and dO]Sut ¢ industry
are almost exclusively in the hands of Govermaent Tmonopoliss.
The only practicable activitises rlor Llro)eans are those of
a professional or technical nature, usually in the employ
of the Afghan Govermment. fis thnt Zovernment has in the
past welcomed the coming of qualified professional men and
technicians, it may bo presuted that a very small nunber
of refuzees from Axls oppression - perhaps a nmaximum of
fifty professional men and technicians, and their depend-
ents - could be placed in Afzhanistan. If so meager a
contribution.to the solution of the refuseeproblem is of
interest to the war Refugee Doard, I shall be glad to subnmit

to-



to thérAfghan Government the names and qualifications of

this country. I might add that although Jews are not
) popular in this fanatically Muslim country, there has
- been no serious discrimlnation azainst them.

It should be noted that the willingness of the Afghan
Government to admlt qualified EZuropeans 1is provably exceedsd
by the reluctance of such persons to come to Afghanistan
and, more particularly, to remain here. The compensation
paid to forelzners by the Afghan Jovernment is low, and
living conditions in Afshanistan are hard. Horeover, only

.- rarely do foreigners find it possible to utilize to the

fullest extent thelr specilalized knowledze and training,

As stated in the Iirst paragraph of this despatceh,
I have not approached the Afzhan Govermment in this
connection. I should be rgst reluctant to discuss this
matter with the Govermment unless I had an indication from
the Department that there is some 1llkelihood that refugees
will be proposed for settlement in Afghanistan.

As was indlcated by my despatches Nos. 182 of May 285,
and 295 of October 4, 1943, concerning certain Estonisn
refugees in Kabul, I have already informally interested
myself in the welfare of refugees in Afghanistan., T shall
continue to jive careful attention to the Afghan attitude
toward and treatment of refugees and to report significant
developments to- the Department. :

Respectfully yours,

& Van 1} &
»
In orizinal only. ,//

rile Jo. 840.1.
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persons whom the Board might propose for settlement in o - . g -



