


:f 

;':-· ... 

iltt. ~~ 

11C!JS 

con,;rP.ssj_on«l con~_;ratulations to the Icelandic J~lthin[' (Parl~_anent) 

on the estalJl3_r;llnent of Iceland as mt i!tch·pendent. !•_epublic e:.'fective 

tinne l7o 

t0!1por~:..r~,r ref11~n 5.tl tho U. S. for jewG vrho esca:)P, fr0n rw.zi-occupied 

torritoryo 

J 

.. 
·'I 

'·' 

J?if2-



r 
SEcrEtary of State:, 

Wnshington. 

: ... 19, F~brunr;r 19, 10 n .1:1., 

AIRGRAM 

REykjavik 

Dv.ted February 19, 1944 

REc 1 d 5 p.m., 22nd 

. ; ··~ : 

TIEfErEncE DEpnrti::Ent Is circular nirgr:::m oi' 
Jnnunr;;- 26, 7 p .1:1. 

The: actual situ::-.tion in IcEland ns it Exists today 
uith rEspEct to thE re:scue: and rElie:f of thE JEws of 
Europe: and othEr victius of EnEm:,c pe:rse:cution is as 
follov1s : 

1. ~ccordinc to official re:cords, somE 40 pErsons, 
nost of nhom nrE GErnans c.nd most of nhich Go;.1ans are: 
thoucht to bE Jn,s, hnvr:: 1:1icrnte:d to IcEland since: the: 
be:c-;inninc of 1937, 13 cminG in 1938, 15 in 1939, 6 in 
the: first part of 19~0 and nonE since:, ~rior to the: 
outbrEnk cf r1 nr the:rE ne:re: no visa rEquirEmEnts for 
e:ntr/ into Ice:land, thou;:;h pe:rmission of the: hiinistry 
of Inclustr:,· to ':/Ork on one: 1 s own account or to accEpt 
e:nplo~111Ent was rEquirEd thEn as it is now, SincE thE 
outbrEal{ of vJo.r, vJo.r re:fuc;Ee:s m•E pErmittEd to e:nte:r 
IcE lnnC: on nn e:qual footing with nll othe:r ir.11:1igro.nts 
or 11011-·inr.1igrants, sub,jEct, of course:, to spe:cinl 
se:curity conside:r:'tions c1Eriving from Ice:lnnd 1 s 
strc.te:.:;ico.lly ir.1portc.nt militnry position. 

_ 2. Lccorc':inc to the: • e:rr:mmnt Unde:rsEcrE tm'y for 
l',ore: icn ;,ffairs, thEr::: arE "no Ice:lnndic Jl'!ws 11 nnd no 
re:ason has EVEr e:xiste:d for IcEland nctually to e:ncour­
agE thE e:ntr;; of thg Je:ws of Europe:, or othe:r victims 
of e:m:m;v· pe:rst:eut5.on, j_nto Ice:lnnd. ThE same: official 
state:d 7.hat hE is ~~;;:'.nr~rE of an;y- spEcific intErnational 
plan coVErinG this inportnnt, trn;:_;ic and difficult 
r.mttEr, anc1 that since: IcEland hns nEvEr be:E n approachEd 
in connEction with any such plan it has not bEEn in a 
position to trcoopr::rt\tE!r in thEir e:ntr:l• He: said that 
hr:: did not lmow of any approach b;;· officiol bodiEs or 
protEctivE associations to the: IcEland GovErnm~nt or 
to its rEprEsEntativEs nbroud locking to the: acctJptuncE 
of any ;1UmbErs of rEfUgEESe 
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not in n position to nscErt::::in thE ExtEnt to n<1ich 
rEfUGEEs arE not ~~JlE to Ente:r IcElc.nc: bEcnusE: of thE 
countryr s fnilurE to coopEratE in thEir Entry. From 
what can bE lE nrm:d locnll:J', it oppwrs thnt IcEland 
has nEVEr had any rEason to EncouraGE such im·,!it;ration; 
;7hEthn it has failEd to coopEr::ltE micht bEttEr bt 
oscErtninEd by discrEEt inquiry at thE vnrious points 
such ns Lisbon, London, He:w York, et· cEtErn, nhErE 
thErE nrt undtrstood to be: lar6E concEntrations of 
rEfU6EES• - . 

1. i'EHSOE.~L F:U.OI.i THE EINISTEil.: I tnlk'Od at 
lEngth r~ith iil'. Vilhjaimur Thor, lcElnnclic LiinistEr 
for ForEit;n Affairs. ;.s n rEsult Er. Thor is nnnrt 
of thE gravE import of thE problEm prEsEntEd nhich1 
to tEll thE truth, is onE that IcEland hns bEEn · 
~E>JnratEd from nnd onl;,- lcnor1s of b;; hErEsny. Hr. 
i'hor said that hE r1ns not in n DOS i tion to s t::-, tE nt 
the: prEsEnt timE ,.1hat t~1E attitudE of his covErnmEnt 
and pEoplE nould bE tounrc1s coopEration and pc.rticipa­
tion in thE solvinc of thE prcblEJ-:1., HE fElt that 
c;ovErnmEntnl nnd nntj_on::-.1 rEact;ion coulc' onl;{ bt 
ascErtainEd if concrEtE proposals WErE mndE to thE 
IcElandic GovErnmEnt. HE snid thnt nn~·thin; rECEiVEd 
would bt EXnmimc1 attEnti_YEly, ns is alnn~'s thE nish 
of thE IcElc.nciic GovErnuEnt concErning nn:r proposnl 
rEcEiVEd from thE UnitEd Statts. l.!r. 'I'hor rEnnrkEd -
thc.t Ice:land w.':\s n countr;r of poor Economical_ rEsom'cEs 
with n small homogEnEous population who ho.cl livEd in 
a statE of sEmi-Exclusion from othEr EuropEans for 
CEnturiEs. It thErEforE could not bE EXpEctEd that 
thE IcElnnc1Ers cc-ulc1 quiclcl;l udjust thErt1SElVEs to u 
bnsicnlly diffErEnt viEDpoint in rESpEct to forEiGnErs. 
On thE otll.Er h::-.nc1 , hE fElt that thErE was nc anti-· 
SEmttic fEElinc hErE unc:: thnt IcElnnclErs in con'r:wn nith 
othEr dEcEnt frEE pEoplE synpCtthiztcl \"lith ant1 cltplorEd 
thE fntE of Jtnish and othEr victims of Huzi and Fus­
cist IaistrtatmEnt. 

HEi.l/LBU :'i~gg 
7l:t BJ.l,:CJ.. 
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