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VT-‘.’\(} Sczn;‘.te'k‘éreign kelations Cornmities -approved a resolution extending

- » congressional conpgratulations to the Icelandic Althing (Parlirar:zent)

on the establisiment of Jceland as an indevendent Fepublic effective

June 17,
The Cormittee discussed vut deferred action o a resolution by

Senator illette which woﬁld place the Senate on record as favoring

tenporary refuge in the U. 5. for jews vho escane

from nezi~occupied

territory,
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Washington,
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4=19, February 19, 10 a.m.
Reference DEpurt“snt's circular ﬂlrgrhﬁ of o
anuary 26, 7 paoe

The actual situntion in Iceland as it exists today
with respect to the rescue and relief of the Jews of
Europe and other victins of enemy pErsscutlon is as
follows:

1. uccorc’inr to officicl records, some 40 persons,
rost of vhom ore GErqu and most of which Germans are
thousht to be Jews, have nlgruted to.Ieeland sinee the
beEg 1nninr of 1937, 13 coming in 1938, 15 in 1939, 6 -in
the flrgt part of 190 and none since, trior to the
outbreak cf war there were no visa requirements for
gntry inte Iceland, though permission of the kinistry

of Industr" to work on cne's own account or to accept
erplo,ment was required then as it is now. Since the
outbreak of war, war refusees are permitted to enter

Icelan¢ on an equal 1uoting with all other immlgrants
or non-immigrants, sub]Ect of course, to special
securlty considernations cGeriving from Iceland's
strategically important military position,

2, Jdccoréing to the Yermanent UndErSEcrEt“r“ for
bOPEifn sffairs, Thers are "no lcelandlc Jews" and no
rsason has gver existed for Iceland actually to encour=
age the entry of the Jews of Europe, or othzr victims
of Eneny per5hcuf10n, into Iceland. The same official
stated that he is winunre of any specific inteinational
plan covering this important, traglc and difificult
nhttEr, and that since Iceland has never been approached
in connectlon with any such plan it has not been in a
position to "ecooperate'! in their entry He saild that
he Aid not know of any approach by off101°1 bodigs or
protective associations to the IcElﬁnd Govemment oxr
to its representatives abroad locking to the acceptance
of any aumbers of reEfUGEES.

3« 438 far os this misslon is concerned, Tt ig « ~
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not in a positien to ascertain the extent to which
“refucEEs are not a2ble to enter lceland becausé of the
countryts failure to cooperate in their entry, From
what can.be lgarncd locally, it appears that fceland

has never had any reason to encourage such immigration;
vhether it has failed to cooperate micht better be
ascertained by discreet inquiry at the various pcints '
such as Lisbon, Lonc¢on, Iew York, et cetera, where

there aré understood to be large: concentraticns of
reEfUGEESe - ) B B
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4e YERSOW.L FROII THE LIINISTER: I talked at
length with i, ViThjalmur Thor, lcelandic iiinister
for Foreign Affairs. 48 a result Hr. Thor is aware
of the grove import of the problem presented which,
to tell the truth, is one thot Iceland has been -
geparated from and onl; knows of by heresay. Hr,
Thor said that he was not in a position to state at
the present time what the attitude of his goverment
ané peonle would be towards ccooperntion and porticipa-
tion in the solving of the prceblem. He felt that
covernmental and naticncl recction could only be
ascertained if concrete proposals were made to the
Icelandic Government, He said that anything received
would be examined attentively, as iIs always the wish
of the Icelondic Goverment concerning any proposal
received from the United States. Mr. Thor remarked -
thot Iceland was o counbry of poor Econcrical TESOUrCES
with a small homogeneous population who had lived in
a state of semi-egxclusion from other Europeans for
centuries., It therefore could not be expected that
the Icelanders cculéd quickly adjust themselves to a
basgically different viewpoint in respect to foreigners,
On the other hand, he felt that there was no anti-
Semetle feeling here and that Iceglanders in common with
othegr decent frez people sympathized with and deplored
the fate of Jewish and other victims of Nazi and Fas-
cist mistreatment,. !
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