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SEP 4 1944 

11,y d.ear Congnellllll Blooma 

This is a reply to your letter o! August ,)l in which, at the 
suggest1<m of the State Department, you aek for 11J11 COIIIII8nt the Wer 
RefUges Board may wish to •make on H. Res. 622, 623, 624 and 625, 
relating to the re111cua of Jews tram Hungary md tho eatabli~t in 
Palestine of emergency shelters. 

Attached hereto is a copy of the joint d.eolaratlon issued 
by the Governments o! the United Stat111• and the United Kingdom en 
August 17, 1944. You will note that the two Oov~te have accepted' have 
the offer or the Hungarian Oovemamt tor the release of Jen and/.lldill under-

to make arrengeunta !or the care o! such J8WII leaVing HuDgary ""'9. reach taken 
neutral or United Hationl territory, md ~:x1111Qt~d t-
poi'IU'Y haftlla of refUge where theee people may 11 va in safety. 

·xn 'dew of recent evmta, J18 are not in a poalticn to lalow 
ho!r many Jewa 'IIUltbe able to leave 1tungiiJ7 and reach neutral or United 
Rations teJT1tory before the termination of hoatUitiee·. Although both 
go..,el'l18altll will find bavane tor all such people who 111~ escape, \DltU 
we know how IIWIY pereona are involved md,bow adequate existing !aolli-
tiea are, 'lfll are unable to pase judgaent on any particular progr!IID. . 

With particular reference to Pa1eet1ne, you wrl:l.ncognhe 
that this question involve• complicated po~itlcal conelder•ticns. 

\ 

Honorable Sol Bloom, 
Houle ot Repre11nteUves, 
Wubiogton, D. 0. 

"# 

Very truly youre,, 

U:118Ded) J.l. Pellle 

J. w. Peb1e 
Bxeoutl..,. Director 

!.; 



,,-;,!y dear Congressn:un Bloolfl: 

This is a 1reply to your let7.'2r of Augu~t ?l i:1 ·shich, .<>t tte 

su'c[E:stioE o~ the Strtte Dep~rtm.ent, yo1.> .sf!k for any coi'rtL!0Dt t.h~ V"'ar 

P.e:'ugeE! Eoard JLP.Y wist to rna~~f-· or· ;{. Fes. 6::.:::, 623, 624 and 625, 

A~te.clv-;d hereto i~ 3 co1.~y o~ tte joint declarr,tion issued b:.r t}·-e 

1944· You ·ail]_ no.L~e thRt tl-:.to t .... o Goverrn.~:::ts have accepted the o:':'er 

of the HungFr:n::. Governn.ent for the relense of Jews and will me..ke arrenc:;e-

n.ents for the care of such Jews leaving Hungary Tiho reach neutral or 

UniteC: Nations territory, Gnd also thRt they will find temporary havens 

o: refuge v1here th·~se people may live irfafety. · 

In vie\·J of recent event~;, ·.ve are not_ in a position to know how 

n.any Jews will be able to leave HungE.ry and reach neutral or United 

Nations territor)' before the termination o" hostllities. Although" 

both governments will find havens for all such people Who may escape, 

until we know bow many persons are involved and how adequate exisq!)g 

facilities are, we are unable to pass judgment on any particular 

program.f,XIi th partic\lar reference to Palestine, you Tiill recognize 

that this question inv~lves complicated politifl consid~_rations. 
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_};.--: ~BLOOM,N.Y,,CHAlftM.I.H \-f ~ 
~ LUfHER A. JOHNSON, TEX. CHARLES A. 2ATOH. H. J, 

JOHN KEE, w. VA. EDITH N. ROOI!R.So MAU. 
JAMES p, RICHARDS, 11. C. ROBERT l!l. CHIPERI"'ELD, ILL. 
JOSEPH L. PFE1F'£R, N, Y, JOHN Mo WRYII, OH10 
PETE JA.ItMAN, M..A.. FOSTt:R STEARNS, N, H, 
W. O, BVfiOIN, N.C. IU.RL E. MtiNDT, 11. DAK. 
WIRT OOIJRTNE'I'o TENN. BARTEl. .f. JDNKMAH, MICH. 
THOM.O.S S. GOR:JON, ILL. FRANCES p, BOLTON, OHIO 
HOWARD J. MCMURAAY, WIS. JAMES W, WADSWOR'nfo N. Y, 
J, W. FUl.BRIGifl', ARK. CHARLES L. GEJU...ACH, PA.. 
MIKE MANSFIELD1 MONT, AHDIU;W C. &CHIPJ'LER, W, VA. 
JAMES A. WRIGHT, PA. 

Qlougr~ss nf-tly~ ~trittn ~hrles 
(!Jn:nuttif:tl)e on Jlfore~ J\fUrirs 
~~of ~pre~ntniibes 

~~ 
August 31, 1944. 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

At the suggestion of the State Department, I 

am sending you herewith for any comment you may wish 
/ 

to make, copies of H. R~s. 622, 623, 624, and 625, 
....... 

relating to the rescue of Jews from Hungary and the 

establishment in Palestine of emergency shelter. 

Sinoerely yours, 

Mr. John W. Pehle, Director 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. c. 
SB:Cn 

\ 
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78TH CONGRESS H RES 62 2 2o SESSION . . . . 
IN T;JIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AuausT 24, 1944 

:Mr. So>rERS of New York submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the Govemment of Hungary has specifically ·expressed 

its readiness to release those Jews who could enter Palestine, 

which is easily accessible from Balkan countries by land route 

and calls for little or no shipping space, and whose six hundred 

thousand Hebrews are clnri1oring for an opportnnit.y_Jo shelter 

and feed their tormented kin; and 

\Vhereas the Governments of the United Kingdom and the United 

States have accepted the proposal of the Hungarian Govern­

m(/~t made on .zuly 17, 1944, to the International Committee 

of the R,ed @ross for the release of Jews, and have ?fficially 

and publicl); stated that they "will find temporary havens 

of rescue where such people may live in safety": Now, thefe­

fore, he it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the 

2 ,, Unite.d States recommends and urges •the President and the 

l\ 

I 

,, 

-I 
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2 

1 Secretary of State to use their good offices to put into effect 

2 irimlediately this solemn obligation by the. immediate estab-

3 lisbment of mass emergency rescue shelters in the mandated 

4 tenitory of Palestine, similar to the emergency shelter at 

5 Oswego, New York, so that. the Hebrews of Europe may 

6 find there haven from the ordeals of persecution, 

.:,_, 

\ 

:c . 
~ 
~ . 
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78TH CONGRESS H RES 6 23 2DSESSIOX • • 

IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AuousT 24, 1944 

J\Ir. LANE submitted the following resolution j which was referred to the Com-· 
mittee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the Government of Hungary has specifically expressed 

its readiness to release those .T ews who could enter Palestine, 

which is easily accessible from Balkan countries by land 

route and calls for little or no shipping space~, and whose 

six hundred thousand Hebrews are clamoring for an oppor­

tunity to shelter and feed their tormented kin; and 

Whereas the Governments of the United Kir~gdom and the United 

1 

• States hav\ accepted the proposal of the Hungarian Govern­

ment made ·on July 17, 1944, to the International Com­

mittee of the Red Cross for the release of Jews, und have 

officially and publicly stated that they "will find ten1]:JOrary 

havens of resctie where such people may live in safety": 

Now, therefore, he it 

Resolved, That the House gf Representatives of the 

2 United States recommends and urges the Pre~id()rit !\lld the 

'~ 
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1 Secretary of State to use their good offices to put into effect 

2 immediately this solemn obligation by the immediate estab-

3 lishm~nt of mass emergency rescue shelters in the mandated 

4 territory of Palestine, similar to the emergency shelter at 

5 Oswego, New York, so that the Hebrews of Emope may find 

6 there haven from the ordeals of persecution. 
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2nSESSION 624 78TH CONGRESS H RES . . . 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 24, 1944 

Mr. ScOTT submitted the following resoluti~n; which was referred t<J the· Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the Government of Hungary has specifically expressed 

its readiness to release those Jews who could enter Palestine, 

which is easily accessible from Balkan cotmtries by land route 

and calls for little or no shipping space, and whose six 

hundred thousand Hebrews are clamoring for an opportunity 

to shelter and feed their tormented kin; and "' 

Whereas the Governments of the United Kingdom and the , , 

United Stutes have accepted the proposal of the Hungarian 

Government made on July 17, 1944, to the International 

rCommittee hi., the Red Cross for the release of Jews, and 

have officially and publicly stated that they "will find tem­

porary havens of rescue where such people may live in ;;. 

safety"·; Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, .That the House of Representatives of the United 

2 States recommEJnds and m-ges the President and the ~ecretarY: 
~ ·.~ 

,f;" 
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1 of State to use their goo,d offices to put into effect immediately 

2 this solemn obligation by the inm1ediate establishment of 

3 mass emergency rescue -shelters in the mandated territory 

4 of Palestine, similar to the emergency shelter at Oswego, 

5 ~ew York, so that the Hebrews of Europe may find there 

G haYen from the ordeals of persecution. 
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7Sm CONGRESS H RES 62 5 2oSESSION 

• • 

IN THE ,IUruiSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AuotrsT 2!, 1944 

Mr. BALDWIN of New York submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the Government of II ungary has specifically ·expressed 

its readiness to release those Jews who could enter Palestine, 

which is easily accessible from Balkan countries by land 

route and calls for little or no shipping space, and whose 

six hundred thousand Hebrews are clamoring for an oppor­

tunity to shelter and feed their ,tormented kin; and 

·whereas the Governments of the United Kingdom and the 

United States have accepted the proposal of the llungnrian 

Government made on July 17, 1944, to the Intcrnntioqnl 

Committee of the Red Cross for the release of Jews, and 

"" have offi~lally and publicly stated that they "will find tem­

porary havens of rescue where such people' may .live m 

safety": Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the llouse of Representatives of the 

2 United States recommends and urges the President and the I 
. I 
I I 

i. 
1 
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1 Secretary of State to use their good offices to put into effect 

2 immediately this solenm obligation by the immediate estab-

3 lishment of mass emergency rescue shelters llJ. the mandated 

4 'territory of Palestine, · similar to the emergency shelter at 

5' Osw¢gQ;;~-~'Y:'~ork1 so that the Hebre'rs of Europe may 
.} J _J_:r~:~-;_,ft• ... 1;_-::_'-~ ·;·•-'·" ~-'_·-. ·-_ . 

6 findJt9~te(1.u~~erj"ifoliff£ie9id~:-of Pll~"lleg!,l~ion . 
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TOt 

DA'fll.1)1 

seoreta•r of Statio, •·,~·~:; _;;_,.J ~­

July 10, 1944 

NUMBER I 4890 

The following meaeage retere to the'Department•• 

June &8 circular d&ble Goneerning resolution regarding 

refugees 1n Europe bJ the House af Rep .. sentatlves. 

On June 89 the text of this resolution was oammml• 

oated to the oove .... nt of Sw1taerland. The Swlaa press 

published the. resolution widely. A ooPJ for·poaalble 

tranll!ll1sa1on to Hullgarr ftl tum1sbod. to a leading 

I:lungarlan, 

HARBISON 

\ 

DECLASSIFIIW 
State Dept Letter, 1-11-72 1". 7"' . SEP 14 " "-

,.,11- 1L Pro:ke Dntc_,-



.AM:fl,ffiAS3Y0 . 
CIRat1L.AR, 'IVImTY-EITH'lR. 

The oablo below is. from War Retl!8ee Board. 

,.The following is the text of a resolution which was unani• 
mously approve~ to~~ by the Committee on Foreign Atta1re of the 

· House. ot Representatives: · 

QtroTR ResliJ,ve4 1 .The.fl the House of Representatives herebJ 
expresses 1~s deep concern over the plight· ot the threatened 
millions in Nazt.,.oooupied and N~n~i-dominated terri-tories. ·The 
House ot Representatives expresses its approval ot the activities 
ot' t!le War Refugee Board, which ,is foil1tatin6 11ht llo'lluel rescue 
ot psreono so exposM, furn1sh1.11S nl1et '110 t\loll po:VROD!! \ly 
making available fOOd ana Otho~ lijp)l~iOB, ln4 B~tGm)l'lliDB 110 
illtluenoe thrOUI!b pl)'ollo1ofU ofll 1m11 !I!JilRP mtr&lllltll tllo att1.t11t101 
ot bOth tbl 1Ud0t'll NICl l.'UII lllcl fUo JIO)IUlllti<ll\11 in 1111011 torr'" 
tovtoe ~.,i o.ttrmiD-'lon ot mlnO»ltr &rQUPt &• ~inQat 1 ~4 
be it fuJ'tb~» ' 

Rtaolved, 'l'bat·the House ot RepreaentaU'tea is not oonttllt 
~rellt to join wUII those who have expreaaed thell.' horror at the 
barbsrtam or the sovarnmenta inv~lved in tho-orueltiaa herein 
con~emned, hut hereby ·azpreeaes its dettrminatton that the 
cri•,inals wbo are QUilty ot this inhuman conduct shall be bi.'Ougbt 
to juatioa, end hereby requests the Seor$t'uy ot,State to aonvoy, 
through such me1111s as lie mar tind ap»J.''t~ria11et this !IO!fO&l'n ana 
determlnati.on ot- the Rouse of Repreaa!1'e.'~VIIB• IJ.'hia conaai.'D 
and determination, '!rhils addressed to all ~azi-oOntrolled terri~ 
tories 1 1!1 par_ tioule.rly directed to Hungary; where, .t_he liv~s __ of 
a m1ll10il laws hang in the balmoe. At this· histoi'to mC?men~ • 
1111en the 't14e of 111111 te.ry battle has turned 4ao11!1valr :lrt fa~ 
of the UD1ta4 Nations, the House of Repraaintativas of the 
Unit~a states ot Amer1oa aalle .upon the Nazis ~.:.liU>theil' 
aatel11teli to stem the Ude ot 1iihllll1eni ty tOWIIl'd helpless p&Qp),ea 
UNQuOTE. . . . 

You art requastild· to oonver the oo~te.nt.:o~.ot tb1s'r~l!olut1on 
to the appropriate authorltise end to use all ponlble·llle~e to 
give the reaolution.~he w14ast poae~ble publioit:r, Psrt~'ouJ.arl?· 
ill Europe~ :'The cOoperation 'of OWI · eholll.d be aolioitsd.f 

- In ad~tilln,'"througb s~~ ohenn~ls aa 1118¥ be. ~vailabi'o 'o · 

.seo'J 
Abl.'ahaiBOil 
!bin 
llei.'Datein 
COhn· 
DuBois 
lrielbnail 
Garion 
HOdel 
LaU&blin 
Lasser 
Luxford 
J.fllll!l 
Mannon 
Marke 
MoOOrrilaok 
Pehlt· . 
ae.rao"i' 
sttndiali 
stewart • 
HoD;' lb1te 
li'Uea 

j you, this &;otiOil' ot' the House 'ot Reprtsentatiysa sh~Uld be ' 

.':l'~~tr;~;~~;:;~;:::;:~.~- .. ·-
• '' ,> :~:·;, 0\)Di'ROqMt ' Plee.aa repeat to ~&:ra0 !o!adi'i4, Lisbon,', stoOkhOliD. fllj4, .. ~_,~f 

rjrc~j~:.i!fii'~~~~F-3{;\,, '_',;: ·· .x ·, ,,:,-;,:, .-. 
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78TH CONGRESS H RES 61 0 . 2D SESSION 

• • 

IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 22, 1944 

:Mr. BLOO)r submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affuirs 

RESOLUTION --
a-,~ c / 
1'- ' Resolved, That the Rouse of Representatives hereby 

2 expresses its deep concern over' the plight of. the threatened 

3 millions in Nazi-occupied nnd Nnzi-dominntcd territori!js. 

4 The Honse of Representatives expresses its npprovnl of 

5 the activities of the \Yar Refugee Board, which is fncilitnting 
Itt; \ 

6 the actunl 'rescue of persons so cxposc1f ana ~h~ furnishing 

fl Es4·elief to such rwrsons by mnking nvnilable food aJ!d other 

!8 supplies, anc~attempting to influence through psychological 

i 9 and other measures the attitudes of both the leaders and rank 
I 

io and file populations in those tenitories where extermination ' + of minority groups is imminent, and be it further . 



2 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives is not 

2 content merely to join with those who have expressed their 

3 hohor at the barbarism of the govcmments involved in the 

4 cruelties herein condemned, but hereby expresses its aeter-

5 mination that the criminals who are guilt}' of this inhuman 

6 conduct shall be brought to justice, and hereby requests the 

7 Secretary of State to convey, through such means as 

8 he may find appropriate, this concern and determination of 

9 the House of Representatives. This concem and detennina-

10 tion, while addresRed to all Nazi-controlled tPrritories, 

11 is particularly directed ,to Hungary, where the lives of a 

12 million Jews bang in the balance. At this historic moment, 

13 when the tide of military battle bas tnmed decisively in favor 

14 of the United Nations, the Honse of Representatives of the 

15 United States of America calls upon the Nazis and all their 

16 satellites to stem the tide of inbm;1anity towm:ii heipless 

17 peoples. / 

... 
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78TH CONGRESS H RES 61 0 2o f)ESSION • . . 
RESOLUTION 

Protesting the extermination by the Nazis of 
minorities in Hungary and other Nazi-con­
trolled territories. 

By Mr. Bwmr 

JUNE 22, 1944 

Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affnirs 

\ 

... 
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78TH CoNGREss} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { 
1Jd8ession 

REPoRT' 
No. 1742 

PROTESTING THE EXTERMINATION BY THE NAZIS OF 
MINORITIES IN HUNGARY AND OTHER NAZI-CON­
TROLLED TERRITORIES 

JuNE 23; 1944.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BLOOM, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, submitted tha 
following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H. Res. 610} 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom wns referTed the 
resolution (H. Res. 610) protesting the extermination by the N nzis 
of minorities in Hungary and other N azi'controlled territories, having 
considered the snme, report favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommend that the resolution M amended do pnss. 

The amendments are ns follows: 
. Page 1, line 6, strike out the semicolon and the wor(ls "and the" 

and insert a comma after the word "exposed11 • .. 

Page 1, line 7, strike out the word "of". 
Page 1, line 8, strike out the word "is". 
The resolution is ns follows (the deleted wording is shown within 

black brackets): 

[H. Res. 610, 78th Cong., 2d seas.] 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives hereby expresses its deep c-oncern 
over the plight of the threatened millions in Nazi-occupied and Nazi-dominated 
territories. The,-J;Iouse of Representatives expresses ita approval of the activities 
of the War Refugee Board, which'~a fncilitnting the actual rescue of persona so 

~~Eda!~d ~~:~~da~~~~i:~~~Si[rsl[~?te:~~fn~ t8oui~fl~~~~~1~I~~u~~kJ~~c~~f~~~~~ 
nnd other measures the attitudes of both tho lendma nnd rank and file populations 
in those territories where extermination of minority groups is imminent, and be it 
further 

.. 



2 PROTESTING EXTER1IINATION OF MINORITIES BY NAZIS 

Resolved, That. the House of Representatives is not content merely to join with 
those who have expressed their horror at the barbarism of the governments 
involved in the cruelties herein condemned, but hereby expresses its determination 
that. the criminals who are guilt.y of this inhuman conduct shall be brought to 
justice, and hereby requests the Secretary of State to convey through such means 
as he may find appropriate, this concern and determination of the House of 
Representatives. This concern and determination, while addressed to all Nazi­
controlled territories, is particularly directed to Hungary, where the lives of a 
million Jews hang in the balance. At this historic moment, when t.he tide of 
military battle has tumed decisively in favor of the United Nations, the House of 
Representatives of the United States of America calls upon the Nazis and all 
their satellites to stem the tide of inhumanity toward helpless peoples. 

0 

\ 

-I 



78Tn CoNGREss} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { 
2dSession 

:/ 

REPORT 
No. 1742 

PROTESTING THE EXTERMINATION BY THE NAZIS OF 
MINORITIES IN HUNGARY AND OTHER NAZI-CON­
TROLLED TERRITORIES 

J FNE 23, 19-14.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BLOOM, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, submitted tbe 
following 

REPORT 
lTo accompany H. Res. 610) 

The Comn1ittcc on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution (H. Res. 610) protesting tbe extermin11tion by the Nazis 
of minorities in Hungnry and other N nzi-.controllcd territories, having 
considered the snmC', report. favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommend that the resolution as nrnended do pass. 

The mnenclments nrc ns follows: 
Page 1, line 6, strike out the semicolon nnd the words "and the" 

and insert a comnut. after the word "exposed". 
Page 1, Jine 7, strike out the word "of''. 
Page 1, line 8, strike out the word "isll. 
The resolution is ns follows (tho deleted wording is shown within 

black brackets): 

\ [H. Res. 610, 78t.h Cong., 2d seas.] 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives hereby expresses its deep concem 
over the plight of the threatened millions in Nazi~oecupied and Nnzi~dominated 
territories. The House of Representatives expresses its approval of the activities 
of the War Refugee Bmml, which is facilitating the actual rescue of personS so 
exposed, [; and the] furnishing [of] relief to such persons by making available 
food and other supplies, nnd [is] attempting to influm1ce through psychological 
and other measures the attitudes of both the leaders and rank and file populat.ious 
in those territories where extermination of minority groups is imminent., and be it 
further 
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2 PROTESTING EXTERMINATION OF MINORITIES BY NAZIS 

Resolved, That the House of Representatiyes is not content merely to join with 
t.hose who have expressed their horror at. the barbarism of the, governments 
invoh·ed in the cruelties herein condemned, but hereby expresses its determination 
that the criminals who arc guilt.y of this inhuman conduct shall be brought to 
justice, and hereby requests the Secretary of State to convey through such means 
as he may find appropriate; this concern and determination of the House of 
Representatives. This concern and determination, while addressed to all Nazi­
controlled territories, is particularly directed to Hungary, where the lives of a 
million Jews hang in the balance. At this historic moment, when the tide of 
military battle has turned decisively in favor of the United Nations, the House of 
Representatives of the United States of America calls upon the Nazis and all 
their satellites to stem the tide of inhumanity toward helpless peoples. 
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