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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

848/IC0/MET AMERICAN LEGATION
Stockholm, Sweden
June 16, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I attach herewith a comprehensive report dealing with
the status of Jews in Hungary at the present time, This
material includes the various official actions taken against
the Jews, as well as the persons involved in framing and
carrying out these persecution policies, It includes definite
proposals for relief and rescue, some rather visionary, but
nevertheless representing what the author considered at least
worthy of attempt. As you were previously advised, this
material was prepared by Lr. Bohm’, who in turn has consulted
the most competent authorities available locally.

Due to Mr., Bohm's extremely poor health, we arranged
for secretarial assistance so that he could dictate his
material in German, We then arranged for outside translating
and typing service, Payment was made from the special funds
you recently placed at my disposal for use in furthering the
interests and activities of the War Refugee Board, such pay-
ments totalling 350 Swedish kronor, You will note that the
report conteins many errors of one type or another, of minor
consequence, but we are not undertaking to make the necessary
corrections in view of the desirability of providing this
material to you as quickly as possible, A summary of this
material will be forwarded by cable in a day or so.

Sincerely yours,

Iver C, Olsen
Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board

Enclosure - 1
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Froups and nNumbers of Feople Requiring Yrotection.

to official reports iscued by the former fungar-

According

i=n Goverhment =nd by the Government established after the

occupation of Zungary by the vermens on 19/3 1944, the people

requirins protection now irn Tungary con e divided into 5 grouzc:

1) Jre pecwnle wio zre persecuted for political reasonsj

“ese are tie socianldexocrats, communists, the members of the

o+

small Lendowner's :orty, the lezding members of the Libercl

ers srnd the membters of varicuz smell

politicel ecircles.
The number of tane memvers of theze groups cannot be
eztaulished, 25 these peovle were arrested both by the Germzn

Gestzpo and tune ungarien authorities. 3ome of them who suc-

ceded to hide are not yet arrested, If the nuaber of the leud-
inz personclities ofAihe Labour ..ovement is taken as a basis
of tre estimate, the number of tlie members of these gzroups may
be nut at

2,000 to_3.000.

2) The citizens of the itniteda wetions with whom Hungary is
at war. These people were free until 19/3, 4fter the occupation
of Hungzry by Ferman troops several hundred persons including -
imericans, Znglishmen an’ other nationslities were imprisoned.

3) Nonhungarien Jews who had illegally escaped Trom the
neighbouring courtries, such as Germany, Austria, Slovakiz,,
Roumania and Crocatia to iungary, without immigration permits.
Some of them had been kept by the former government in intern-
ment camps, but more then 50, of therm wno had found some employ-

ment or whose mainterance had been secured by assistance from

abroad, had been set free,

|
|
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| The hallay Government has mentioned the figure of about

=

| ) . 12,000 socalled "infiltrated" Jews.,
: The official newspapers of the new governuent revort the

number oF -such Jeis amounting to 33,.00-40,000. Jhe last -

figure is certzinly exa

wio h2d found refuge in ‘lun ary where until the 12/3 they were
not persecuted in the sawe way as in Germany, Slovakias and

aoanmenia.

rated from Slovaxis; they are of ungarien origin and had
tecome blovakizn citizens. Then they have been pérsecuted by
the .ntijewich decrees,

4) Jewish fangerian citizens, who have become defencelese
after the Gerrman occupat%Pn through messures and decrees that
Tollowed, Tueir propertyvhas been confiscated, they were forced
to wear the David 3tar. “undred thousands of them nave been
inprisoned in ccacentration camps and ghettos, they were
expelled from their houses; their furniture, household uten-
€ils and clothing were confiscated as well as their shops,
offices, etc., The aw.ber of Jewish dungarian citizens was

R 809.000

1

according to the census of 13540. 3Zut as according to the decrees
of the juisling Government the Nuremberg laws came into force,

. "
end as the Jews pecame completely emancipated since 1867, or *
since 1892, and numerous marriages among Jews and Christians

have taken place, the number of the socalled Jews has increased

by 200,000, Thus the total figure of Jews is more than

1,000.000.
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5) xolish citizens and Policsh soldiers, who hzd escaped

to tunguary after the war azesinst Iolesnd. Cnly some 6f them

heve bezn interned.

The form:r “lungari:n Goverzrent hes mentioned the figure

3
-~ -
of
535,030
~cleg, living iz “un_ e2ry, but according to new reverts t-ere

ve beer

-t ths oresent time it camnnot be ezvablished whetzer tae
Gernens have murder:d seversl trouscads of them.

=Cctuzil; the Gerizal Luve arreste:r 21l these roles.

Zonetics

hns teen moing on waerezfter

the :role:z were Le.orted to Jermany for nard labour,

L




The Illegality of the rersecution of Jews.

The “ungarian constitution has neve> been rezlly cdemocrat-

ic, but there was a2 :ariisment vwiich passed laws, According
to the Nungarisn constitution, the laws uad to be deliberat-
ed and passed firstly by the -ouse of Commone and secondly

by the Pouse of Loras., They became valid after tihe egrec...i
Ci tle.;ert o the‘ChieI of Stzte, in this case the Reichs-

veen respected in Jungary despite

214 when in 120% the Zungerizn
Fejervary Govermtent, a.pointed by the lungarian Iing Francis

Joseph 1, intended to govern without rarlisment, the entire

Iin 1535 wnd 1541 tre Fouse of Co mons ané the House of

. . ]

Loras issusd 2 laws asainst Jews, which have been sanctioncd

Ly tune Relchisveriieser. Zven these lews were an offence against
thne lungarian conétitution wnich secures equal rights to &ll
hungarian citizens, In spite of it these laws were constitu-
tional, as they had veen sancticned by the House of Commons,
the House of Lords and the Chief of Government. Though the

law permitted only & certzin percentage of Jews to do intel-
lectuel work, and though Jews have been prejudiced compared
with other citizens, the FYungarian Jews heve been more tolerat-

ed than those in Germany and in all other countries occupied
bybthe Germans s V

The evidence as to who was to be considered Jewish, weas
not so severe as in Germany.

On the 19/3 1944 Hungary was occupied by Germany, the

former Government was banished, the liinister of the Interiox

imprisoned, the Premier Kallay had to flee to the Turkish

i
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Legation, the representatives of the Socizldemocrats, Land-
oy

owners and Liberals to the Zouse of Commons and thevHouse of
Lords, =zll the members of both the Houses friendly to the
| Allies, were arrested both by the German Gestapo, that means
by a foreign authority, and by. the Hungarian Nazi authorities,
By essistance of the Reichsvertreter Zorthy, the Germans
estapliched a wuisling Govermnrent on the 23/3. New laws ’
against Jews were issued by the GFerman command, Thus the con-
stituticnally issued lawes had been annulled and the laws of

uremberg cene inte force at once.

411 toe lgvws azjalact Jews, issued by the Sztoja Govern-

ment gre illicgel and are an offence against the Zungarian

coastitution.

i ; |
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The Crders ibout the Yersecution of Jevs.

Cn ! arch %he 19%kh the Serman:z occupied Hungary and on

= I arci. the 2%tn they'established ti:e Luislin~ Government;
i leid ty the fcrmer arbasztedor in Perlin, Dume Sztojay. N
I Germaan command the Jovernment kesen to persec.te

Jews immediatel. A1l tue laws against Jews published in

the o fici=l rewspager "Budasecti izluny" end ir other

ere ~embers ox actors wid Iilm cermpenies,
ae

ctio..s aunc the emenbers of the charber

weinded “rom the register cf members,

pzoole couldé not continue with thelr
usual wor .

¢, 11 =

iliez, contsinin: sven one dJewish member had

immedietely to digm nurses anc Cools.,

3/ 411 public cnd comnunel institutions and oflices at
once hed to aiemises their Jewicih employees,
(n the same day ag order was issued according to wuich
all banks nad to dismiss 50% of their Jewish employees. This -
was only the first step. Cn June the 30th all employees of . 4
the banks were dismissed.
Cn April the 6th an order was issued which prohibited
the Jews using cérs, motorcars as well as trains. Jews could
é go by railway or by ship only with a special permit, written

P

by the principal official of the community. - i
¢
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Cn tuae same day tre evacuation of Budapest wzs announc-
ei, beczuse Budapest nadé been bombed by Znglish and Americ-
an pilote,

Jews were ordered to remein in tine city,and all the

streets and pathways of Badapest were guerieq, lest toe

cens snouvld 1 Jewls
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im-risoned instantly.
(n the Jth of aoril t..e confizcztion of Jewish redios

heen ennounced, siccordiaz to preliminary statistics

tiz Jdewe of Sudanest Geliveresd 60,000 radios. lome 29,000
more in 3udapest and 22,000 in the provinces were confisc-
ated afterwards. 1t nes ween estavlished in latzr reports
taet about 2.0.000 radios were taken from Jews without
compansgtion.

Cn the 1zth of ipril the former Vicegoverncr or tae
rester .omitates, %aszlo Endre, was appointed Secretary of
the llinistry of the interior, authorized to solve the Jew-
ies problem in Euncary.

Laszlo Enére is a wellknown antisemite who has perse-
cutea Jews already before, in his omitat.

The Tirst measurc of the new 3ecrebary of State was the
expropriation of 2.000 Jewish households. The Jews had to
leave their flats within 24 nours, which it was pretended
were to be given'to the outbombed., Furniture and household
articles had to be left,

The expelled Jews were driven into slums near railwa}y %
stations and factories. The Germans confessed to have done
it to see the Jews killed in case Budapest would be bombed.,

Cn April the 13th all Jews being in possession of apoth-

ecary licences were ordered to return them, and their

£ g




apothecary siops had to be taken over by aryans. in this
way 190 apothecary shope were expropriatec witnout eny
compensaiion.

vn April the 13th the most importent decree on Jewish
persecution wes icoaeq, nenely the expropriaticn of Jewisih

iuforn e authorities cbout

more than 1C.000 renge. -n
tuis ancunt nwd to te dincluded al]
Lousencid articlew, carpets, oijecle of ert, 6olqraxd silﬁer,
luzury zriiclez, ewc., znd only if theme tzinzs to ether

¢id not resci. tie amount of 10,030 renge, could the registr-

ction omitted., for every member of tne femily 5,000 relne

re ot subject to resiitrztion.

10,000 renge, it

iy -

in orcer to ~ove.cn ides ¢of the value o
sZoulu tve steted whatiBne can noweacays buy in Zun.ary for the

N

2bove menticned amount, Ihie value of the Fengli has bheen

s

ecuced to a tentn of its Tormer velue, T.i. one can buy in
Stockkhoim as many reuglL as one likes, at the price of 8
Swedish Crowns for 130 renge, In Hungary the prices increased
to such’an extent, tunat a reduction of a tenth of its former
value is still too hign.

Teking this into consideration all Jewish property, includ-
ing noasenold utensils, clothing and furniture, surpassing
the.pre-war value of 1,500 feng¢ was confiscated,

’According_to this lew all Jewish safe deposits, shares, i

!

postsaving books vwere confiscated and only an amount of 1.000 é

rengo monthly - respectively 100 Pengc pre-war value - was
paid out,

In the seme way all Jewish industrial and commercial : ) j
enterprises were confiscated. If there was one Jew among the i

- P
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manazers of zn enterpricze, it had to be considered as Jewish

. '

and zs such confiscated.

211 tuese enterprisec were ovlired to pay in to a ﬁank
on amount>of 3.Q30 Fengt or 54 of tieir turnover for last
vear, end this amount was zlso confiscated.

Cn 16th of 4pril, 111 newspapers publisiied the official
apreal of the Secrc%ary of State, Lasglo Zaky, in which he
sszea the population to denounce z2ll Jews, who had not
rezistered the real value of their property, as well as Yon-
jews who were hiding Jewish property.

The result of this apneal was a series of dencunciastions
and defamations, whereby many thousand Jews were imprisoned
in concentration camps,.

Cn the same day 211 wealthy Jews were called in for
lavour-service. .§

Cn 23%rd of April all Jews working in intellectual vrofes-
eions, respectively doing all kindsTof non physical work,
hed to be dismissed instantly. If the leader of an enter-
prise had dismisced a Jew due to the law mentioned, he also
hed not the right to give this Jew any physicel work. ;

On the same day the iinistry of the Interior decreed the
closing of all Jewish ,organizations and societies - even if

they served charity purposes.

sut a Jewlish organization was founded and every Jew

weéfing a8 David-Star had to be member.

The authorities would not discuss matters with individual i
Jews, but would give their instructions and orders to this

orgenization. . . !

The leaders of the organization were responsible with thneir

ELl




e

lives for all orders issued by the authorities to be
carried out promptly by the Jews,

Simulteneously the quantity of food for Jews was
reducéa by zeneral order to:

Sugar: 300 gramm monthly,

fats: 300 gramm sesem odl monthly., Jews are forbidien
to use any other kind of oil or fat,

meat: 100 gramm beef weekly. Jews are forbidden to buy
sorx ané Towl,

ilk: Cnly cuhildaren up to the age of 3 et 3 liter
daily. Neither old neonle nor pregnant women, nor children
above 3 years could set milk. .

In caze tuere should be a lack of milkbin Hungary the
Jews would ve the first not to get any milk.

28tn of AprilgsThe avthorities were given tihae right by
the Government to confiscate Jewish flats and to give them
to other citizens.

411 communities containing no more tian 10,000 souls
(the majority of Hungarian Communities) are given the right
to remove all Jews. This lew is said to have been carried
through at the end of iay already.

. The Government instructs the authorities to settle all
Jews in one part‘of the town.

This order made possible the arrangement of the ghettés.

All Jews were obliged to deliver their arms and
ammunition to the authorities. Jews had to deliver their
shooting~guns as well as shooting-ammunition.

Aggrava%ion of the decrees regarding the confiscation
of Jewish property. (See decres, of 16/4,)

29/4. All Jewish merchants who were not able to pay the

0 S —
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salary to their aryan employees at the end of April were
imprisoned under various pretexts, (Jewish property such
as deposits, post savins books, shares etc, nad veen con-
fiscéted\on april the 16th =zlreeady. Fence many' Jews were
not able to pay the salery to their employees{ and were in
such cases put into concentration camps., ) '

‘n the same\day the leases of all estates rented by
Jews were annulled, lnstead of the Jewish tenants compulsiry
adninistrators were appointed.

tut the Jewish tenante nevertiheless were obliged to

by all the finszucial ooligations resulting from the
leases.

it hzs to ke ~entioned that the Jews owned 300 ,V0C docu

‘ery /one Joci corresponds to agbout half a L

soll in “un, ery
hectare/ and they h%? rented about 1,5 million Joci. Soil
owned by Jews had beén confiscated by the hallay Govern-
ment slready, the right to rent by the above nentioned
decree. )
Simultaneously the lnstitute for the Investigation of

tihe Jewish rroblems - which had up to that day been a
private institution - was reor:snized and extended. i house,
former owned by a Jewish orgarization, was put at its disposel.
Zhe new institute!was opened by the 3Secretary of State, ;
laszlo Endre, and supported by tue Government. .

) Cn 30/4 a decree was issued whereafterkthe ¥inister ox ;

- -tle Interiér examinated all the former decrees in connect- ‘ %
ion with:the exceptions to the Jewish regulations. (There %
existed exceptions for all Jews for merits in both the great

wars, for counter revolutionary and scientific achievements.)
i

Actually in a few days more than 75% of these faucilities

.

i
1
and exceptions were annulled by the Minister of the Interior. ' y
|
i
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b (n the same dsy it wee prckibited to eell books written
by Jewisﬁ zutnors ané to “esp them in litraries, :11 these

booke were «t0 be delivered to the suthorities to be turned

into pulp.

jimultanecuely the works of 140 Zungarian aad 35 foreign

e

suthors were prohivited and turned into pulp.
\
COn the sase dsy the Jewish sroprietors were forced to

ol

ey the reat received rrom thelr tenants to @ bank anc to
+

inform the authorities about it.

Cn iszy the znd Jews were prohibited to use public bati--

&)

3

inz—estavlica-ents, T.e local zathorities had to fix place
= .

ime for thelr vatiin

ot

and e

Cn May the 5th tue cecrees about the confiscation of
Jewish .roperty were completed (see decree cf April the 16th.)
Jevis were forced 1o pa§ all their cach into tanks and tze
money was confiscated.

Tne benks weré srohibited from vaying out more than
3.000 rengu to creditors, even if the Jews had given a
written obligation. (Unclear in original.)

On Nay the 5th the Government decreed the immediate

closing down of all Jewish siiops without exceptions. Accord-

ing to reports 18.000 shops were closed in Budapest in one

day. It is assumed that about 45.000 Jewish shops were closed

.all over the country.

Tt has to be mentioneé that among the closed shops were )
several hundred, that existed already decades, several enter-
prises had been'build up by generations., There were also a
number ofrfirmsvwellknown all over Burope.,

On bay the 6th Jews possessing profitable licences granted

by the Government, district authorities, municipalities, like

v




i 7 . the sellizg of tobacco and spirits, were prohibited to
] ) #7 continue making use of thece licences,
Cn the 13th of Ley the temporary menazing Comuittee of
the Union of'E&ngarian Jews was aprointed by the :.inister
of the interior, This consisted of:
fresident Sanu Stern, chairman of the Jewish community in £

Budapest

‘\
Vicepresident :ete Zrne, mena ing member of the comnunity in
Fudapest
i.embers of the council: ¥Fzroly 7ilkelm
Zely Zereand, Chief Zobbi
Saru lzhan Franitl, HAabbi

Filep Cbudai Freudinger, Fresident
of the local Jewish community

. Sandor 7crck, author

Dr. Joszef Tagy, head physician of
N the Jewish hospital

Dr. Janos Gabor, lawyér of the Jew~
ish cuwrmunity.

Cn the 17th of la& the Goverament warned the Aryan
population against hiding Jewish property. The Aryan citizens
hed to register such cases immediately. If anybody pleaded ‘
guilty within 8 days nhe would not be punished.

411l others the ovners as well asg the nelyers would be
severely punished, E

Cn ilay the 20th Jews were prohibited to visit theatres,
Einemas,_concerﬁs and other places of entertainments., Jews .
could uséronly special bathing-establishments, fixed for them
by the suthorities and only at a certain hour.

Jews could visit restaurants, inns and coffeehouses assigned
by the local authorities. !

In these places Jews were prohibited to be served dished

prepared with sugar or fats, leat, milk and coffee with milk . .

- 3 5
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could Tot be served either, lest fhe decree about the reduct-
ion of food Ffor Jdews should be diéobé&éd{'(gééfaééfge“nf"thefﬁf-‘_ﬂﬁwm_v o
Z3rd of April.)
0n Lay the 20tn trade-licences for printing, revroduct-
ion and zdvertisement offices, given to Jews were annulled
immediately.
Cn the same Qay the properties of those Jews who had
special rights, ﬁere confiscated, as the former decrees
were annullec (see decree of the 30th of april). They were
forced to register tneir property which was confiscated.
3imultanecusly Jews were prohibited to enter the air-
protection shelters, if these viere full up already. in case
the shelters were full up the Jews had to leave them instant-
1ly.
(n the 23rd of iay all Jews of conscription age were
called in for labour éervice.
This decree was justified by the explanation that Jews
sabotaged the military efforts qf the country.
This regulation, resp. this justification is the best
proct for the hypocrisy of the Hungarian Government about
the pefsecution of Jews.

The Jews were deprived of their rights, deprived of

their property; their shops; thelir work; they were plundered,

imprisoned in concentration camps and_ ghettos.And then it

wag discovered that they, defenceless people, sabotazed .

3

the military efforts of the country. : i

Cn the 24th of kay all Jewish members as well as employees

of the Stock BExchange had to be dismissed immediately.

Purther decrees are not known yet since no Hungarian

paperg reached Stockholm after the 25th of May. b

crsen
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1 The Effects of Regulztions and Measures.
‘.&7. i

b Ghettos. «

1,7 The Secretzry of State for Jewish problems, Lasszlo

Zncre, made at the beginning of kay & circular tour to the
fungerian towns to check sersonally wiether the decrees of the

Govern—ent had bteen carried out. ?

After hio return he exzlaired in th "l Kagysaroag

paper
thet he hzd seen J4 towns atd 2z ascertaired that in alil threse

g Javs had bsen impriczoned in ghettos. Yhe towns ore:

Rl
-,
I

\

1

srneszlatineg,
Cermarossziet, 5
Kazybanya, b
Szatmarnemeti,
tesgalle,
Yisverda,
Kyiregyhaza,
Szilagysomlyo,
I.arosvesarnely,
Sepsziszentzylrgy,
Csikszereda,
Csiksomlyo,
Gyegyoszenimiklos,
Gyergyocsaszarhegy,
Gyergyovaslat,
lierosheviz,
Beszterce,

Des,

Szamosujvar, .
Nagyvarad,

Kolozsvar,

Nagyszalonta, ) .
Makoy - .

Szeged, '

Szgbadka,

Ujpest.

a,
L
2

Among the sbove mentioned towns are the largest in Hungary

with the Bxception of Budapest.

5

2/ On the 15th of lay the Secretary of State,Laszlo Baky, ' : : \
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explained triuﬁphantly in his speech, that

In the province district Zast of the Theiss (one third

of Fungary) 320.000 Jews had been imprisoned in camps

already.
%/ ifhe Jews of the greatest districts of lungery, the iest-
rilis-5Golt-Kistun provinces, were oréered on the 22nd of ey
to leave their houses within 8 days. They were imprisoned in
camps, estsablisned in the followinz communities:

~bony, Lajosmizce, =xekoscaba, Budafok, Kaloecsa, GLdclle,

lekoskeresgtur, Fagykate, Fiskieres, Hecel, Kiskunmajsa, Te-

stujhely, restszentlcrinc, Rakosszentmihaly, Sashalom, Sorok-
sar, KiskoOres, ionor, Vecses, Csepel, +ekasmegyer, Vec.

The Jews tiemselves uad to pay the expenses of their

Jremoval. "They Lcd the right to tske their property with them,"

This right is nothing but nypocrisy. Firstly the Jews had been

plunéered and secondly'%here was no place left for their pro-
perty in the flats sesigned to then,

The camps, or the collective houses were arranged so, that
4 persons had to live in one room.blf a room and a kitchen
were assigned to Jews, 8 persons had to dwell in them, 4
persons ih the room and 4 in the kitchen.,

If one knows how tiny the rooms in these districts are,
one would realise the,barvarity of this decree.

4/ News appeared in succession that the towns, one by one,
had taken measures against Jews on their own initiative. Thesg
reasures widly surpassed the decrees of the Government.

All measures cannot be enumerated, but let us give some

examples:

Generally one room was fixed for 4 persons, This decree

broves that it has been issued by a central authority, namely

the Ninistry of the Interior.

- : e
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5/ fhe hasty and aspiring Vice Governor of the district
Fejer ordered on the 19th of April already to remove all Jews
from the province. Ihus they were imprisoned in concentration
campe in the following places:

}lapolnashye};

Lor

;e?egelyes

srd z
sresi
unzpentele
é;rbpgard
slcsie.

€, The culer of the police ct ilzssa ordered the Jews on
tae 20th of Loril to lecve the town withiin one week. Jews seen
in the streets on the 27th of April after 5 p.m., were arrested.

7, The nayor c¢f ..azo prohibived the Jews on the 29th of
April already to leave iieir houses Ziom 7 p.a. to 6 a.m,

2/ iThe Chief Zovernor of Szeged, Sandor Tukats, ordered
21l Jews on the 2und of ;a¥ to iive in a ghetto. This regul-
ztion was carried out within 24 hours. Szeged with a popul-
ation of nearly 200,000 is the second largest city of Hungary.

3/ Cn i'ay the &tL the Mayor of Budapest reported to have
fully carried out the decrees of the Government, and all Jews,
resp. people regarded as Jews, who had according to the former
decrees still been in service, were dismissed.

Among the dismissed peoplé there are:

117 "pragumatisch" emplo&ees

23 workers paid by the month employed temporarely -

12 corporals : &
€0 pefsons of thé teaching staff

74 employees of various enterprises of the city

23 employees of the tramway company
alltogether 314 people. ;

10/ On the 19th of May it was reported that only in the
Chamber of Lawyers. in Budapest so far 1839 lawyers were dis-

m@gg;d. These people could not act in their profession any 7
L .

onger, . . T . A




-ete., all had to be provided by themselves,
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1ongefz théir offices vere given to Aryan lawyers.
411 over the country 3.000 lawyers will be struck off
.
the register.

- 11/+The Chief Governor of the province Szatmar, Barna
Zndrudy, a former police officer, ordered on the day of his
appointment, tae 17th of ..ay, to confiscate the "superfluous
clothing" of tile Jews end-to sell them to Aryan veople., in
the above mentioned province there were especlally many Jews,
4 osuit vwes s01d fer 30-40 rengd, i.e, 3=6 3wedish Crowns; a

Swedisp Crecwig; =

on Jewish

e

“hen itne Chief Governor requisited all Jewisi nouses an

all

in concentration curips.
lupy tue 20th the Chier of the rolice of 3zontbtathe-—
1y arohibitved the j%ws to leave the ghetto on sundays =nd

nolidays. {n wor:

days Jews were permitted to leave thne

snetto only im groups of 50 p

ersons to buy food. That could
be done between ;12 - 1 o'clock.,
Jews were pronibited to use tramways.

i
were imprisoned in concentration camps.

The wealthy Jews

13/ The Chief of the iolice of recs ordered to encircle
the ghetto with bgrhed wire and to guerd it by thne joiice,
Jdews vwere not rermitted to leave the zhetto. They had to

"supply themselves". Pood, Blothing, Lygiene, medicel &id,
.

&

How this could be manased without material, rawmaterial,
without the permit to leave the ghetto, that was the Jews'
business. The Chief of the PFolice had no time for these
questions., '

14/ ir Satoraljujnely Jews were imprisoned in concentra-

tion camps, : . F

i

i
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B

tolzen by the authorities
o

tihe "Gendarmeris", =Znc

srms 1T neccecsary.

latter a

T.other arms were to be used a_cinss the murberers or

& cinst the Jews was nol wnnounce.... :
!
;
'
,
L]
Lf.
4
,
;




rogromas i Internments.

4 Since the occupation of Lungary only somé scanty reports
have been received from tnat country. ?he reports of the
newspapers are being strictly exsmined., Fravellers leave

the country very seldom, 4ccording tec an order by the Ger-
mans, one neecs, on leavings the country, besides the Hunga-
rizn vazssport and the pegmission of the Yungarians authorities,
a per=it of the German military cuthorities, to be shown on
leavinz and reentering tae country.

nevertheless severzl very imporiant statements were obtain-

ed,

The veclice of Budarest prepares montnly reports for the
Council of tane City, recording the achievements of the police,
imvrisonments, unnaturzl deatis, ¢tc..., of the previous mnonth.

Cn the 15th of way the po;ice zeve a rejort on the events
of soril, that is about tie méasures against Jews,

There were 471 unnatural deatis in Budapest only; tkis
figure includes 104 cases of suicide, 34 accidents and 333
caseg of varioues xincs of zurder,

The corresponding figures of the previous months, karch
gnd PFebruary, wére on the average 24 cases of suicide, 35
accidents and 11 murders.

A1l reports from the previous years show on the average
the same figures as in February and larch.

The striking number of suicedes - thrice as much as in the .

month befofev— is due to the percecutions. liore striking is
the figure of "other violent cases of death" - thirty times
more then before., This was explained in the reports about the
pogroms. 300 Jews were killed only in Budapest.
There are no reports in detail yet on the events in the P

provinces. But as a matter of fact pogroms there also were T




!
k arran:ed.

Fot less detestable is the torture in the concentration
canps, It is certainly not less barbaric to torture poor un-~
educated than rich and educated Jews, 3ut it slows certain ' . s
sadistic tendencies if intelligent wealthy Jews are impri-

' soned in concentration camps, tortured, prohibited to shave,
rnotozraphed and then presented in the newspapers as typicel
Jews.

i member oﬁ the éouse of Lordis and generasl menager of the
greatest enterprises, Jent¢ Vida, is imprisoned in the cemp of
aistarcca and treated there under {ke most barbaric and un-~
worthy conditions, Like iim - in the seme camp - is imprisoned
tne manufacturer Budai Zoldberger, the jeneral munager of the
lar-est Hungarian ovanks, the "illgereine Yreditbank" and of
the "Sscomptebank", Boron ladarsssy-Beck and Ullmann; the great

industizlists srachfeld, Salgo, .einer, Kallos, etc.

ey were all »hotographed together end sepsrately gnd then

presented in the reper Farc" and some in other papers,

]




7ho is Jewish 7

R .
It has to be mentioned thet among the people marked Jews,

were not only péqple of Jewish faith, but all people regarded
as Jews, according to the laws of Nuremberg.
Hence the decrees avply to more.than a million weople,

\
is the Aim only to ZExtirpate the Jewish Spirit?

the Linister of the Interior, Andor Jaross, explained that
"the fungarian Government does ﬁot intend to persecute Jews:.
in an unchristian and barbaric menner, bdbut wants only to ex-
tirpate the Jewish spirit."

Cne has only tp resc the dry report of the decrees and
orders to see how hypocriticzl is the explanation of the
liinister of the Interior and that of the Hungarian Governor.

The Geprivation, the imprisonment in caumps, the treat-
ment in the ghettos, the hundreds of prohibitions have no
connection with the extirpation of the Jewish spirit; these
are brutal and barbaric prosecutions of bloodthirsty people

against more than e million people in the heart of Burope.

3
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Tolitical iolice against‘Opposition and Jews,

Cn liay thne %rd the Ilungarian papers anncunced the ap-

pointment of a new rolitical Folice. :5 Chief of this

rolice wes appbinted the former Deputy of the City Council,
Detective Inspector reter Hain, a wellknown persecutor of
members of the opposition and Jews.

“he new rolice ves orzanizea after the model of the
Gestano. '

According to the papers the task of tne rolice is to
ciieck and persecute the inner osposition and to see whether
the decrees azainst Jews are being carried out, the Jewish
fortunes registered 2nd surrendered without exception.

Pne new :olice imprisoned the rica Jews, confiscated

tneir flats end found pretexts under winich to arrest then,

o

In this way the fortug; cf Jewe wos expropriatved at once,
Uilousands of Jewsnwere‘interned, tortured, and many aave
entirely disapreared.
Tnpus they have robbed millions from Baron Woritz orn-
feld, paron ILipot ¥or Herzos, Zaron Alfons Weiss and from

zzny others,

e
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£ress rrop=ianda azainst Jews,

net all 1i W3] inazi ers
It is well nown that 211 likersl and entins pap

Uy to now

wers

12 daily papers in the provinces,

and more than 150 periodica%§7=

PR o1 o
furtilerore the Goveraent orcerasd thet the bocks of about

y o . .
140 Tungarisn ond 35 foreizn sutlors vere neither to be sold

~mong %heve booke sre thne worke of famous foreign authors

Znown ell over the world, suc. &s: TFrang Jeriel, Arthur

Steivn Jweis, Lion Feuchtweonzer, Ilja Zhrenburg,

iin ¥isch, Kax Lordau, indré Faurois, Pelix Salten, etc.
The remzining ‘wnzaricn papers were @waking propagenda
ajainet the Jews in o way whicl% Sooner or later musst lead to

202rozs, Not even the German bapers use such exhorting language

the Government rapers are, Leading in the bress propaganda:

"Hagyarsag”, "G Lagyarsaz®, “Fﬁggetlenseg", and the rest of

the papers gzg well, which are 211 "gleichgeschaltet" to-day.,

In spite of the prohibition and the lack of baper, a new

journal under the title "Hapen appecared in Hungary some days ago.,

Thé'new Paper is issued by the so0 callea "Hungarian'Institute

for the Investigation of Jewish froblems", ang it is on the

Same level zs tne infamous bpogrom paper "Der Stlirmer", issueq

by tae GermanfGauleiter>Streicher.

s

3




The Urgency of Zscape.
o

i

Reference must be made to the warning of the leading

- personalities of the present regime in “ungary, such as the
: - Secretary‘of State at the linistry of the Interior, Teszlo
3ndre, entrusted with measures to be taken against Jews, and
the Secretary of State, Laszlo 3aky, who said thet in case
the enemy will set }oot on Hungarian soil, no Jew will find
rnercy.

The paper of the Government "Mggetlenseg", as well as
other papers expressed this warning nore distinctly. %The
represeatative of the Government, Lajos I’arschalko, wrote
an article in the "Piggetlenseg", in which, appealing %o
Eitler, he stzted, thet in case Germany wouldrwin the war
all Jews would be removed frou Europe. But in cese of the
victory of the illies né‘living Jew would be found in Zurope.
lizrschalko went on: The Hungarian Jews therefore have a
reason not to wait for the victory of the Allies, As the
Tungarian Jews were imprisoned in ghettos and camps, and
as the Sovietrussiap troops stand close to the Hungarian
border, wholesale murder is not to be excluded, lieasures

of protection are therefore very urgent. The speed of such

measures cen save the lives of many thousands of Jews.,

&




‘e heasures of the swedish Poreign Cffice.

After the occupstion of REungary coné the proclamation of
i the measures against Jews, meny Hungarian Jews who have re-
latives or acqueintances in 3Sweden were stormin; the Swedish

e

o

zz7ing protection, Likewise many

ct
m

Tesetion in Sudapes
Swedish citigzens and refugess in Stockholm, who have Jewish
reletives in Fungary, besged the "Utritesdenzrtment" for pro-

tection for tiieir reistives, In the "Utrikecdepartment" tiicue -

f
®
&

guections arz maial

srédet Hngsell anc his

colizuorator, s "trikesdepartmnent” was

ver;” helpful in thesc meiters ond nearly in every case mkesiures

vere tzen by wire vwitiout any lengthy examination and tne
Svedish Legation Liss been irstructed to protect the people
concerned, rrotection wac sraated in 3 ways:

1/ Jor relatives of Swedisz citizens; irrespective of

wnetiaer toese peorle are 3wedish or not, the were given
Swedish passports, and they were protected by the Swedish
Legation in Budapest zs if they were SWedish citizens, There
was about 5 —
1 dozen
.of such people.
K 2/ reople for wirom 3wedisnh citizens also have used their
influence, znd who nave aay relations to 3wedish enterprises,

nevispapers, ete., and who have marits for achievements in .

e

Sweden,'réceived a letter of protection, which granted them
a certain protection by the Swedish Legation and also the '
right of an entry visum to Sweden, |

3/ Finally, for all people who heve relatives in Sweden

and for whom friends or acquaintances have called upon the P

"Utrikesdepartment",




”
-

s : The Legation has bezn instirueted, in case these Jews

were nersecuted, the; have the right to explain to the

Hungarisn autiiorities, thast they are protected by the

Swedish Lezation and nave been promised an entry visum %o |

! - Swveden. ,,J

“c

~eration is reciy to intesrvene with the

atthorities in case the Jews belonginzg to the above men-
ticned second or third -roup would he persecuted.

The extend to whici: the Tunzaerian =zuthorities and the

Germar Gestepo respect these interventions varies, but es
a matter of Tsct these interventions were successful in
sCme cases.
The number of peosl:s mentioned in the first, seccnd and
third sroup is T70C-800. =xact figures could be given only by

tne "Utrikesdep;rtmentﬁ% resp. by bthe Swedish Legation in

SuGapnests




Proposals.

‘Yhen mekineg proposals for protection one should not
overlook }he immense difficulties. The cause of these
difficulties is in the first place the geographic situ-
ation of the country, and the immense number of the people
requiring protection and safety.

Yungary's neighbour in the VYest is Germany, in the
Worth Slovskia and countries occupied by Germany; in the
Esst Roumania, where defenceless people are being perse-
cuted as vell as in Germany ard Eungary; in the Soutu there
are Crostiz and Serbia, again counitries occupied or directed
by Germany.

Por this reason only a few people succeded in reaciing
a foreign country, dgspite t?e fact that a German occupation
wes awalted already béfore the 19th of Mzrch, and people
only did not know when it would happen.

A rich manufacturer, Ritter Wahl, arrived in Stockholm
just on the day of the occupation of Hungary. Some rich
people:eSCaped to Switzerland, such as the leather manu-:
facturer Mauthner. According to reports received hitherto

_some young people escaped in en adventureous way to the
district occupied ﬁy Marshell Tito.

Taking into consideration the number of peorle regquir-

,iﬁg protection, over one million, the cases menticned are

#

of ‘great iméortance to the people who escaped, but gener-
ally very insignificant.

The Hungarian Govermment and the Secretary of State,
Laszlo ‘Endre, &ho is charged by the Government to take
measurés against the Jews, repeatedly explained that the - !

_Jewish problem could be solved only by an evacuation of

1




I

Jews on a large scale, This Ceclaration was publiched in

! e all Hungarian and several leading German papers.

' ; If the Government of the United 3tates wants to taxe
measures for the saving of some groups, such zction must
be based on the above mentioned declaration., Based on this .
declaration it is suggestoi:

1/ A neutral. authority, represented in Hungary, such
2s Sweden, Switzerlanéd or Turkey should discuss matters
with the Hunfarian Government, to take over a number of
HEungarian Jews,

Then the Yungarien deernment nas to prove whether it
is ready to turn intodeeds her public declarztion.

2, 1t ig very difficult to fix groups for evacuation.

It is absolutely unlikely that the Hungarian Government
would be realy to grant the emigration ol politicel gri-
soners, politiecally pérsecuted people and members of the
golitical partigs. it is just as unlikely that the Hungar-
ian Government would permit the wealthy Jews to leave
Hungary. .

But certainly an agreement could be made for the evacua-
tion of a number of American or English citizens, and for
some Zroups of Jews, I think it would be possible for:

a/ Jews protected by the Swedish Government, mentioned
in the above 3 groups.

b/ Groups protected by Switzerland, Portugal, Spain ande
Purkey. )

| ¢/ Groups who have all papers prepared for the emigration
to Palestine,

( 4/ Several groups which could be selected based on an

\agreement. v

v




Ho

“"ments of

)

The greatest difficulty for these groups would not be
the permit to leave Fungary, wiich sioulé be granted by the
Yungarian Government, but tihe refusal of the Germans.
}roposais for getting over tine difficulties are made as
follows: The writer cannoi judge how far these ideas can be

rezlised., In this difficult situstion it is his task to ex-

£

rress hie opinlon whiceh could later 'on be examined by the

protecting power and thon poszibly realised,

Such an ides could be to offer a compensation to the

German an¢ Hungerian euthorities for the exchange of Jews

Cbjecte of compensation could be: prisoners of war,
civilians or otner pwople in the nands of the United Fations.
The hungericn Government would doubitlessly accept this

compensation,

The autmor of thig repﬁrt cannot judge whether the German
Government woulid be interested in compensation, but the suc-
¢ege of suck an experiment does not seem .to be imposcsible,

The general aim should be to save as many people as
possible, Of the groups mentioned it is evident that it is
unfortunately impossible to save all of them, since the num-
ber of the peéple, requiring protecction exceeds a2 million. The
proposals are adjusted tg9 the possibilities of salvation.

By intercession of the American Governmment, the Govern-

8

1/ Sweden )
2/ Switzerland
3/ Fortugal
4/ Turiey
should negotiéte with the German Government and the Govern— | .

ments of the occupied countries, the refugees have to pass. ) S

3




1:2,;

They should be sent in sealed trains over Germany and

German occupied countries to Sweden, 3witzerland, Portugal

anc Turkey, wnere they could live until their further

emigration, ' -~
I+t shouldé be taken into consideration that this way of

salvation reguires immense finesncial meszas, As the United

States have alreddy vaien measures I do not want to discuss

this matters. As for Sweden, a great number of veople pro-

ot

ected by the Swedishi Foreign Cffice have relatives and

friends in Sweden who would be ready to help them with their

cost of living.
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It is evident from the report that the Hungarian Jews

are in a very bed situation., The rich Jews have lost their.
fortune. It should be mentioned that the majority of Jews
vere not rich. Hundred thousands of people are facing
zbsolute poverty. |
fPinanciel aid is ﬁecessary. It is not sure whether
food and clothing could be sent, Help in the form of food
2nd clothing on large scele will be imvossible because’ of
the zeograpnical situetion of Yungary and the damaged
system of transport.
it would be advisaible to sené medicaments for the
: gnettos. That is poéeible.
he transfer of moneyvgould be vossible as well., It
would be preferable to tranéfer money to the members of
the Jewish Central Committee, mentioned in the report,
The office of the Central Committee is in the house
of the Jewish Community in Budapest VII Wesselenyu ucca,
it would be preferable to transfer the money from
several places, f.i. the Switzerlend, Sweden, Portugal and
Turxey. ‘
-~ i - The remitters chould be public banks, the Red Cross or
‘ other neutral organisations of these countries. -
It would be advantageous to establisi contact with the &
Jewish‘Cehtral Uomﬁittee in Hungary end to ask whet kind
; of aid they would prefer.

No mention must '‘be made about persecutions of Jews, for

this could be dangerious for their lives,




The Attituie of the Fopulation.

It vioulu be unfzir to resard tie attitude-of the L

Hungarian people avainst their Jewish Ffellow-men &8
inhuﬁane znd barbaric, despite the press propazanda and
the Goveriment snd tne Nagi persecution of the Jews. Tharee
facts prove the contrary: :

i/ Absoluéely reliable reports prove that many thoucands
Jews had found shelter aud protection with Hungarian peasants,
in their farms Tar zwaey from the persecuting authorities. The
peasants ride the Jews and support them with Ffood.

2/ 4 considerable part of Jewish property was taken over
and nmaraged by Non Jews on behalf of Jews. all papers, and
even the iinisters, warned the ion Jews,_called them Jewish
slavés, but nevertiheless tﬁese people keep their protecting
hands over the perg%cuted Jews, {

3/ The papers of the Government wrote furious articles
against Non 5éws who brought food and clothing to the intern-
ment camps and ghettos despite all warnings by the Govern-
ment, .

ﬁo less sharp articles were written in the Government
papers against Nonjews who were demonstratively walking arm
in arm in the streets of Budapest and were keeping company
with the Jews. (The Jews of Budapest were not imprisoned ig
ghettos yet.) ' . e

The papers demand the punishment of all these Nonjewish
people keeping company with Jews. i

These occurances were of some use for several Jews but

did not ease the sad fate of hundred thousands Jews,




The Guilty People.

On—eoneludine thisreport—it-isnecessary tomention

the names -of the people guilty of the horrible persecutions ~
against one million Hungerian Jews.

The Reichsverweser Nikolaus Horthy arranged pogroms
against the Jews already in 1919-1920, The present perse-
cutions against Jews would not either had been possible
witnout his permission.

Just as important is the German Ambassador and Pleni-
potentiary Weesenmeyer, who examines gll decrees and regu- .
lations of the present Government,

On behalf of the Hungarian Government the following
ﬁeople participate in at the issue of the barbaric decrees:
Sztojzy Dome, Fremier .

Jaross Andor, Minister d? the Interior
Beky Laszlo, Secretary of State at the Ministry of the Interior
zndre Laszlo, Kinister of Industry
Huszovsky Lajos, "
¥olozsvary-Boresa liihaly, Dictator of Press and Radio
Ratz Jehd, Deputy Fremier
Not less responsible are the leaders of the Antisemite
- farties, such es h
Imredy Bela, Minister and member of the rYarty of the
Hungarian Regeneration
Count Pallffy Fidel, the Hungarian nationalsocialist Party
Count Teleki Mihaly, }arty of the Hungarlan Llfe
Bocsary Kalnman, noon
Harton bela, n 1 " h 1

Thg Journalistic persecutors prescribe the way of cruel-
ties ‘and invent lies to make mischief against Jews. In the
first place are the following:

Milotay Istvan :
Virtsologi Rupprecht Oliver
Rattkay R. Kalman

Marothy Karoly - : .
Rajnism Ferencyg ' ‘ :

'




Hubay Xalman

) nattyasovsky Kornel -
———— — =7 Vajta Jerencz
Bagyoni Varo Andor
-~ Kalnassi (4n
Dovenyi Ndgy Lajos.

Among the higher officials taking part in the perse-
cutions are the following:

Petranyi Kalman, the Chief of the TFolice of Budapest
Dr, Buocz Zelea, the Chief of the Country Police
Eein reter, the Cunief of the new Political Folice.

As guilty are further regarded all the newly appointed
governors, maycrs, cniefs of the police in all districts,
towns end municipalities where Jews are being persecuted.

Turtier-more mention must be made of the fact that we

resgister all the names of people guilty of cruelties. The

sane is also done by the opposition in Hungary.

=l
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Minister Szasz on the Emigration of the Jews.

On tne 3rd of kay the Kinister of Industry, Lajos Szasz,
said in his speech on the Jewish problem as follows:

"It is not our aim to extirpate the Jews, VWe should
be happy, very happy, if the unfortunate people of Ahasver
would Tind a home where they could establish their owvn

3tate, far from our borders.

But we should never feel any mercy for the Jews."
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Washington,
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FOR PEHLE FROM MZNN.

Notwithstanding ghat I requested materlals men-
tioned in your WRB 20 on four separaté occasions since
sending my 8133 of September 29, I was successful in
obtaining them only on NOWQQEEEJZL—*ThEY were forwarded
to you by air pouch same day. I have promises of other
materials concerning this ;;ojzct which will be for-

wapded when and if received,

| ) CONTROL COPY

CeHOA 1Y i O

paetind DTG ;
EETH AN govio
L

B [N ASSIFIED

Btats Dept. Letter, 1-11-73

By R. H. Parks Date §EP 14 91L




November 3, 1944

10 p.m.

HMELB,LSSY
LONDON
9218 \
X
The following for Mann is WRB 20,
Assume you are forwarding material mentioned in second
paragraph of your No. 8133 of September 29. Please advise
at once,
STETTINIUS

% ACTING
(GLir)

VRB 1LV iKG .
11/3/4k ,

Miss®Chauncey for the Sec'y) Aibrahamson, .ckermann, aksin, Cohn, Drury,
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Lesser, Marls, Mannon, licCormack, Pehle,
Files,
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THE UNION OF UNIVERBALLY ORGANIZED ORTHODOX JEWRY
{ WORLD-AGUDAK OF ORTHODOX JEwWS ING.)
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CENTRAL EXEcUTIVE: LONDON - BRANCH OFFICES: JERUSALEM AND NEW YORK

Wl OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENY
/7 A . 226 WEST 077H STREE"

M“'[ NEW YORK 285, N. Y.
) SFECIAL DELIVERY October 23,1944 NEW ACDRESS

2521 BACAC &VAY

Mr., John W. Pehle, fxacutive Dirsctor
War Refugee Board

U.S. Treasury Building

Washing! on,D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

1 feel it my duty to submit to you the following sugge/stion in
view of the fact that the city of Hanover is already going %o
bé a:tacked by Allied bombers and the apprehenied mass-murder
of the internees in “the concentration camp of Belsen-Bergen
near Hanover may therefore only be a question of a few days.

Porhaps a cmfidential approach - through proper private cheannels =
to influential German-American circles here could achieve en inter-
vention of these circles at the Nazi-leaders. If certain Americen
citizens of German origin would be empowered, to assure to the
Hazis that an act of meroy in this last minute would not remain
unrewarded in the hour of reckoning (notwithstend ing military uan-
oonditional surrender), a few thousand human beings with no other
adine but their being Jews could perhaps being resoued.

Such & delicate step - the procedure must be oonsiderad - oould
of course only be undertaken by private persons or bodies, but
with the previous consent and muthorizetion of the State Department.

If you would be Brepared to conaider the matter with the ochiefs of
the War Refugee Board, I should be sinoersly gratqful. /7

I remain,
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WUWUT 180 SER PD 8 EXTRA ‘ Y
PXXEGW NEWYORK NY OCT 15 1944 347p :
~ HONORABLE JOHN w PE!;(LE f’.iEXECUTIVE DIR WAR REFUGEE BOARD ) L
. ; £
TREASURY BLDG , &
HAVE SENT FOLLOWING TELEGRAM TO HONORABLE ADOLF BERLE QUOTE ‘;
DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR PROMPT ACTION IN ISSUEING A DIPLOMATIC P
i H
WARNING ON OCTOBER NINTH TO GERMANS STOP THE WARNING BY OUR o
'PRESIDENT- AND BY THE-MIL ITARY "AUTHOR1 TIES WHITH WE UNDERSTAND ;
IS PLANNED IS VITALLY NECESSARY STOP SINCE SITUATION 1S FURTHER R
E
AGGRAVATED BY REPORTS THAT ss MEN HAVE ALREADY ARRIVED IN A
BUDAPEST TO CARRY OUT PLANNED EXTERMINATONS 1T [8 NECESSARY 3
THAT IN ADDITION TO THE WARNINGS AND APPEAL SHOULD ISSUE TO R
Y

THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE TO RISE AGAINST AND STRONGLY

T
PREVENT THE-RK PLANNED. DEPORTATIONS AND EXECUTIONS STOP IN VIEW E
g L
OF APPROACHING NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN HUNGAR!A ARMISTICE WE £
: G
V:TR
A
N
T

>



WU41 59 T EXTRA %
PXXECW NEWYORK NY SEP 1 255P
HON JOHN W PEHLE EXEC DIR
WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREAS BLDG . ; DS oH 3 45

WE MOST HEARTILY ENDORSE PROPOSALS INCLUDED IN' MEMORANDUM B

SUBMITTED : ‘BY OUR COLLEAGUE RABB! ABRAHAM K. KALMANOWITZ oN L
_ BEHWALF VAAD HAHTZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE srop TENS. OF
VTHOUSAND UNFORTUNATES CAN STILL. BE SAVED IN ounstz YET

oo mem-= - m C v
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" JOHN W PEHLE
_ WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREASURY DEPT .

NE HAVE JUST HECEIVING AN ALARMING REPORT FROM oua COMMI TTEE
/ T ,‘ (JEWS IN HUNGARY. WE. [CALLED IR BENJAMIN AKZIN AND
AVE. HIN- THE DETA|LS HE WILL GlVE ALL THE" REPORT 70 YOUPLEASE

ET AT FROM. FiIM AND no ALL lN YOUR POWER TO SAVE. STOP WL

' B a‘ ELEVEN AND TWELVE j
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The cable pelow for Sunn is WHE ?( .
rropoeasl referred to in your no. 81laZ of Tentewber £8

Liss been ~reeonted again to Lar rgugrtient ror its con-

risergtion,
HULL
(oLv)
.
LRE S (VL KG , BC LE
10/6/44
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Dear Er. Mcelloy: —
You will rscall our conversation some time ago concarning

the various propossls plansed before the Boayd $hat extersination

centers in Poland be bombed. I understand that the madter 4s now

4n the hands of apprapriste theatye conmaniers.

In this cennevbion, thers follows for such consideratica
a8 it may be worth, the substance of ths perdinent portions of a
cable recently received from Jomes Mann, Avsistant Exesutive Di-
rector of the nom.gm 48 now in Eaglandy

SMembers of the FPolish Governgent exd groups
futerasied in rengus work rapord that they have
reliable information from the Folieh woderground
that 40 al) Polish gonosutsadion caups the Germans
ars increasing thelr sxtepuination sotivities.

9The Wap Refuges Board is urged by then egein
to explore with the Army $he poasibility of honblog
the sxternination chanbers oad Osymen barratke ab
targest Poldsh conoentvation caxpa which, they sy,
ars sybject o preetaion boxbing since Shey o¥e
suffiofently detached from the concentratien ugtn.
The sforssentionsd persons heve proaised to furnish
ne with rovind saps which I vill forvard $o Vaghing-
tun Wy siressil, aithough 1 asgune Shs Army suthore
14348 have naps of such campi.

Yery truly yours, . *
{Bigped) J. W, Ponle
J. ¥, Pm..

Bxedutive Direstor.
¥z, Jotn 4. HeOloy, _ Orconl . 4}
Aseinteny Sesratary of Vay, ‘ - /“'Z“'(’
Vag Depavbusat, ’ Yen . Al |
Veshdughon D, @, o :

mﬁonuun‘h S Z S.¥, : | ’
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-2~ #8133, September 29, 5 pem., fromLondon

.

has been bzfofs the Board before and found impractical.

However, st theim:insistence I am reporting their views,

They also ﬁrge again that another warning to those
gullty of these atrocities be made, They hﬁvs relte~
rated that they are able tc furnish the nemes of per-
sons gullty of atrocities and that the 06& might care
to use such neﬁss in lts broadcasts. In this connection

SEe my letter of September 19.

. WINANT
5
JT




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD b

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pate  September 2, 1844
10 J. W. Pehle

o B Aksia
7
Subject: Urzeat messare {rom Rabbi Kplmemowits

Last aight, Babbi Kalmamowitz called me at home from New York and asied
ms to deliver to you the follewing message}

A calls from Sterabuch, tramemitted through the Polish embassy, comtains
the informatiom that om August 26 deportatioas of Jews from Budapest have
begun. Twelve thousamd jews have already beea dsperted to Oswiecim, ia Upper
Silesia. Stermbuch, im his ewm name and en the Suggestion af the Radbi of
Feutra suggests that further deportations be interfered with by the 1zmediate
bombing of the railroad jumctions bétweem Budapest amd S1lesia, vis: Kaschan
Presov - Zilims ~ Galamta = Leopoldorf - Oaca- Rudki, as well as the reilread
jumction at Oras (Austris.).

-~
The Polish charge d'affaires, M. KEwapiszevski, has promised to Rabbl
Kalusnowits to transmit a copy of the cable to WHB, but im view of possible
delays, the Babbi wanted my assurance that this matter will Ybe 'placed before
you immediatély,

e
While supportimg Sterabuch's amd the Eabbl of Heutra's request fer actioa,
Rabbi Kalmamowitz wishes also to emphasize that the renewal of largeescale
deportations from Hungary lends particular urgency to his proposals placed
before the Board at yesterday's confsremce.

The Rabbi intemds to telephons you this mornimg regarding this matter andy
18 regdy, despite the Sabbath, to take a traia today to ¥Washington, if this
should appear necessary im the interest of imsuring immediate action.

To the above, I should 1ike respectfully to add the fellowing: =

The thought of bembing the railroad junctions between Bungary and Silesia
te interrupt the flow of deportations 19 isdeed elementary. You will recall
that the thought has beem clearly himted at by MoOlelland, ia 4041 from Bera,
dated June 4.

1 am aware of the feot that s somewhat similar idea wvas rejected Seme
time ago by the Department of Warema rejection which quite likely stems from




-2 e

the habitusl reluctamce of the military to sct upor civillam suggestions,

It is submitted, however, that the WHB was created precisely im order
to ovsrceme the imertia aud-ein Some caseSe~ths imsufficieat imterest of
the old-ostablished agemcies im rogard to the saviag o Jewish victims of
Nagi Germeny. Bepeatedly we refused to take a ae" for an answer whea it
came frem the Department of State. Thers is nothing in the of ficiale of
the Department of War that would make them more sacresanct or freer frem
error tham the of fisials of the Department of State.

N4
In the matter of the "Free Port” which, whatever its merits, was
certainly not a matter of life and death, Mr. Pehle went to the Presideat,

o be faithful to our task, it would appear most apprepriate if the
Board took the idemtical course im commection with the Hungariam smergency.

In the light of the preseat air superiority of the United Hatioms, I
am certaia that the President, once acquainted with the facts, would
realizre the values iavelved and, cutting through the inertis-motivated
objections of the VWar Departmeat, would order the iamediate tombing of the

objectives suggested.

1]

P.5. 1 have promised ths Rabbi te sse to it that you get this meSsage
without dslay. I therefore take this uaconventiomal vay of sending 1t
straight te your of;.lco. a0t through channels. A copy of the memo gost
to ey Chief, Mr. LeSser,
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y
FROK Amorican Legation, Bern
T0s Socretary of 8tate, Vashington
DATED: Bune 24, 1944
HUNBER 4041 ¢

HoUlelland reads the following for the Yar Fefugee Board

Esference is made herewith to Legation’s mewmsago dated
Juns 17 Fo 3867, parazraph three- ’

How there is no doubt that the majority of the Jawish
populatior east of the Danude espocially iz seastery povthern
and north eastern Hurgary has bsen departed to Poland. Furiker
reliatle information confirming thig Ffact has come in in the
conrse of the past two wesks from the following independent
zou.ees  (a) Bwlses official omployes just returned from
Bodapest, (b) Bailway workers im Ossch reslstance movement
{c) other rellable socret source regard information as o
acurces as absolutely confidential since any publicity
regarding them would igndegner lives

Prior to ths deportatiens, there were tve weoks to &
mon¢h of brutal concentration during which thousandsof Jews
«8ra crowded tégether in primitive quarters with insufficdent
foed- clothing and water, rogardleas of state of health, sex
or age. ¥he Bungoarian gandarmerio on Lasslo Endre’s orders
laxg..y carried out this action.

Apparently the actual largs scale deportations began about,
Hay .16 and lasted until the middle of June, ZTha movemdnt
involyed 12,000 persens por day: Akout 7,000 $hrough sub-
Qazpathe luseia and 5,000 through Slovakia, Oharacteriatic of
such altions, peuple ware deported 60 to 70 per sealed froight
wagin for a t Hip of two to three days wi thout adeguate water
or'£ood prodably resulting in many deaths en route.

Tayticularky used were the following stratchss of rail-
yaad

: (1) Osap-Easohau-PresovSlubotin-Howyeacx in direction of *
Oawde. 3, (3) Batoraljaujbaly-Leginamich Wlany-Nichaloves-
Medzilaborce. Also miny thowsand troops %o and from the
Poligh front were transported daily over thie line; (3) Manimose
Lavocene; (4) Galante-Sersd~Isopoldstadt-Novemeato-Trencin;

(6) ¥ruiky #ilina,

It 19 urged by all sources of this information 4in Slovakia
and Hungary thot vital epoctions of these lines especially dridges
along OFR he bombéd as the only possible means of slowing dewn , 5
or stopping future deportations. (¥his is avbmitted by me as
8 proposal of thess agenoi S}Fl%nwnturo no opinion on . ’

© i%e uﬁil“’)z i th%%ﬂﬂer, 1.11-73 At leastooocon : -

RBEST AVAILABLE COPY )
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: WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS R

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

LONDON S

55 New Caveadish St W 1 CaBLes: ConNcress, NEw Yorx
TeLerHoNE: ClrcLe  6-1900

GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES August 8, 1944

Corrientes 1979 in reply refer !

JERUSALEM toiNo., 209

Yaad Leumi P. O. B. 471

MONTREAL Honoreble John W. Pehle

1121 St. Catherine St. W Executive Director, War Refugee Board

MEXICO CITY Treasury Building

Somora 174.4 Washington 25 D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

You were kind enough to forward to me on
August 3 a messgge from Mr. Ernest Frischer
of the Czechoslovak State Council dated July 29.

I beg to call your attention to the following
passage in the same message:

"T believe that destruction of gas
chambers and crematoria in Osiybezim

by bombing would have a certaln effect
now. Germans sare now exhuming and
burning corpses in an effort to conceal
their crimes. This could be prevented
by destruction of creamatoria and then
Germans might possibly stop further mass
exterminations especially since so 1little
time is left to them. Bombing of rail-
way communications in this same area
would also be of importance and of mlli-
tary interest.”

May I remind you at this time of the letter 1 3
wrote to you on July 1 on the question of the
destruction of the instruments of annihilation

used by the Germans in the camps of Oswiecim,

Birkenau, and Treblinka.

I should greatly appreciate 1t if you would
inform me whether any action has been taken as
a result of our suggestlon.

Sincerely yours

« ALK:d1 Head, ReBcue Department
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS .

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

LONDON
55 New Cavendish St, W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES

Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

CaeLEs: Concress, New Yorx
TeLepHoNE: ClrcLe  6-1900

Augyst 24, 1944

In answer please "/
refer to: No. 230 o '

'
Hon. John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear ir., Pehles y

v
The Polish Jewish Representative Committee affiliated
with the gorld Jewish Congress receiivyd today from Dr.
Ignacy Schwarzbart, member of the Polish National Council,
a cable from which the following excerpt is of particular
interest:

"Urging again matter liberation remaining camps as
foremost task. Urging matter appeal to population
because hitherto no resultse.®

We interpret this cable as meaning that, in Dr. Schwarzbart's
opinlon, an appeal should be addressed to the Chriastian popu-
lation in Poland, and in particular to the underground, asking
zhem to attack the extermination camps and to liberate their
mates,

May I observe in this respect that the Russian Army is still _
at some distance from the most dreaded of these camps,
Oawiecim, .

I would be extremsly obliged to you for informing me of any
action you would decide to take in this matter.

Sincerely yours
/7N T
?/Leon Ku {witzki, Head
as
ALKtaf / ,

a
¢
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August 5, 1944

MEKORANDUM FOR THE FILES

7 Vs
At ¥r. Friedman's suggestion, I c,glled lr, Warren to
clear with him the proposed reply to Mr, Smertenko which had been
drafted by Mr. Abrahamson, R

Mr. Warren stated that in view of the fact that the
original letter had been sent to the Secretary of State the State
Department should send the reply to Mr. Smertenko. He asked me
to dictate our draft which he proposes to incorporate in the latter
which he would send from the Department of State,

¥
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Dear Ur, Sma’rtenkos

President Robsevelt has asked me to reply to your letter of
July 24, in which you make several specific suggestions as to steps
that might be taken to meet the life~or-death crisis facing the Jews
of Europe, particularly in Bungary.

I want to assure you that every specific proposal presented :Ln
your letter has received the most earmest consideration of the War
Refugee Board and that every pm‘acticable step will be taken to meet
the situation,

May I also express my appreciation to you ;nd to your Committee

for your continued interest in “gur problems,

ol

|




.
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 28, 1944

y

Respectfully referred to the
kxecutive Uirector of the Var
ltefugee Board for attention and
arpropriate acknowledgment,.

The origimal letter has been
sent to the Secretary of State.

In the absence of the Fresident,

V. My

VILLIAN D. HASSETT
Secretary to the Fresident

'\/‘
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25 W. 45th bt., wew York 19, i, Y,

July 24, lydd

7
tionoranle Franklin . :icosevel t,
Fresident of the linited otates,
The «nite House,
«ashingtou, . o.

.+ v dear .r. rresident:

In rerly %o my telegram sent you on July 3, 1944, I have just received
a letter from the vhate Jerariwent signed by . r. George L. .afren, thne last
paragrarh of which states:

I'mus, active atvention has teen ;iven to all
means availaole for ceombatting these savage prac-
tices. in considerin: the question of applying
reasures of retaliation, it has been recessary to
exanine the relation of such measurss to the ma jor
business of bringing about the early de’eat of the
Lazi enemy as the really effeciive war to end the
sufierings of the greai mass of innocert victims.
anytning designed tor rurposes of retaliation which
would divert military energies even rouentarily
would be inconsistent with the main purpose of
deleating the German armies atl une earliest possible
moment, which must be accomplished if the Jews in
wazi~held territory are to ve saved.

The mmergency Committee is in complete accord with your views, as ex-
pressed here by wr. iarren, that nothing Le done which will even momentarily
divert military energies from the main purpose of defeating the Yerman
arnies at the earliest possivle moment,, iievertheless, 1 wish to suhmit

’ nost respectfully the view of the .nergency Committee that a number of
measures of retaliation can be taxen that will be consistent with this pur-
pose and will in fact appreciably aid this purpose.

1. dailways and bridges leading from liazi-occupied territory to ex- .
. termination centers in Poland can be destroyed by bombing, specifying that
this action is taken in order to prevent the transportation of the Hebrew
reople of these saxis countries Lo Hitler's slaughter houses. These rail-
ways also serve military purposes and their destruction will be of great
benefit to our ally, Soviet russia,

[
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Honorable Franklin v. froosevelt -2~ culy 1944

2. The extermination camps themselves can be bombed, destroying the
gas chambers where thousards of people are assassinated daily. This would
enable the Hebrew people rathered in these camps to escape and offer them
an opportunity to Jjoir ‘the underground resistance “orces where they can be
ol help in sabotase and resistance activities.

5. In accordance with the reiterated statements of the americar and
british Vovernments that the use of poison gas by Germans and Japarese
would be followed by retaliation in kind, a specific statement can se issued
that the extermination of Hebrew Ler., worer, and children by the continued
use of poison ;;as will be considered a provocation for retaliation in kind.
e respectfully call your attention to the fact that authenticated reports
from Czechoslovakian and Polish urderground sources have disclosed that over
a millior and a half persons have been murdered in the poison gas chanhers
of Auschwitz and Birkenau camps and that the threat of widespread use of
the same medium upor: the German population will contribute to the disaffec~
tion ol the Yerman people and may result in a speedier collazse of iitler's
home front.

4ll these are reasures that will not require any additional exertion
of military forces nor call f8r any deviation from the successful rmilitary
caripaigns now in progress. Un the contrary, they can be of substantial aid
to the campaign of psycholojical warfare that is being waged simultaneously
against air eneny.

) st the same time, permit us to call your attention to ivhe message the
Lrergency Vommittee has just received from the Intemational ted Cross
Delegation at washington which states:

AnCaTVa) FCLLOWING ¥ A0
TASEl: T BLbd W8T BY T
TPie8 HAVE STV TH.L C

GuilVA QUOLE POLLOGTIG OF [Hx SPn:s

ICRC In GuliEVA Tie HUNGAKIAN AUTHOR-

IITAE OF FIOTAL ASTURANCES THAT TRANS-
PORTATION OF 62008 BLYGMZ TEL 'UNGARIAN FRONT Inis HAS CEASED

AlS THAT JHe THTL:GiATIONAL COMMITTEE ARs AUTIORTIZSD TO FURMTSH
ReLIEF TO JLGS vHO ARE TV ARIED OR IN FORGED RESILENCE IM

JUBGARY STOP THb €Oiu IT'Te: Ann FI RTHER CRZ &POTERED TG COO™RAT
THo eVASUATION OF ALL JEWISE CHILDR=N UNDER SuN YRAR. OF AGE

50 Add, I POSSESSICH OF VISAS TU #usCEFT 10N COUHIL RISS AN ALL -
JETS TN HUNGARY HOLUIMG BNTRANCE VISAS PO PALLST [ME WILL RE-

CuIVE PoRMISSION FROM THE AUTHORTTIES TO LEAVE FCR THAT COUNTRY b &
Ut 10T

- /
In view of the agreement between the International Hed Cross and the
Hungarian Uovernment, we enter Lhe most earnest plea that the United States
Government issue as many visas as possible to the children in question and

L
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dfonorable Franrlin w~. .(oosevelt ~5- culy 24, 1544

irstruct the war wefugee poard to utilize every pessible means to aid
the Intematioral Zed Cross irn evacuating these children immediately
fron iungarian territory. For it is obvious that even thougn the
security of these children has been temporarily assured, their lives
are still in danger due to the insurficient food and shelter provided
for them in Hungary.

#e also call your atitentjon to the agreement between the Inter
ational :ied Jross and the Hunzarian dovernment pemitiing all Jews in
fungary holding entrance visas to ralestine to leave for that country.
we plead with you to make the strongest possiole representation to the
Pritish Jovemmrment recuesting the issvance of such visas in unlimited
quantities. so that all of the Jews who can possibly be transported to
Falestine may be saved. This need not be interpreted as a political
act affecting the future status of Falestine. Temporary =zmergency
“efugee Shelters can be established in that country for the Hungarian
Jews. Wthether they return to Hungary, remain in Palestine, or are
settled in other lands ca.n_,—‘be decided when the danger is past.

Hespectfully vours,
7
/s/ Johan J. Smertenko

JdS:sb wXecutive Vice-Chairman

S




AUG 3 1944

Dear Dr. Kubowitgki;

s The following confidential message for you from lr. Ernest
Frischer of the Cgechoslovak State Council was received through the
American Embassy, London, under date of July 29, 1944s

mplease add following information to my July 15 meesage:

] have been advised that Rabbi of Nitra (Neutra)
Slovakia was able to assist Jews who fled from Poland
via Slovakia to Hungary. It beocame necessary for him
to discontinus this actiyity because of change of rogime
in Hungary. %

" believe that destruction of gas chambers and crematoria

in Osiwectim by bombing would have a certain effect now.
GQermans are now exhuming and burning corpses in an effort

4o conceal their crimes., This could be prevented by
destruction of creamatoria and then Germans might poesibly
stop further mass exterminations especially since so little
time is left to them. Bombing of railway communicatione

in this same area would also be of importance and of military
interest."

Very truly yours,
\g1gued) I+ Bo PRI

J. W, Pehle
Bxeoutive Diraector -

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitaki,
World Jewish Congress,

1834 Broadway,
New York, New York.

 FiLa 8/3/th v ~
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FRC. ¢ American Labassy, London Wﬂ/// 44
i
0 Secretary of State, weshington C/ 3
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CATh: July €9, 1944
1LULBLER: 60357
7 —
The following message 13 to War Hefugse Board for
I

v
ir. Kubowltzky of Tuae World Jew!ash Congress, hLew York,

from wr. Ernest Frfgcher of tke .Jzechoslovak 3tate Council.

Please acd fo%}owing information to my July 1&
message:

I have been adviged tlLab Habbl of Niira {lieutra)
3lovakia was adle to assist Jews who fled from Poland
via Slovakla to hungary. % became necessary for him
to discoutinue this activity “escause of change of regime
in Hungsry.

I boelieve that destruction of gas chambers and
crematoria in Oéiweczim by bombing would have & certain
effect ncw. QGermans are row erhumine and burning corpses -

in an effort tc conceal their crimes. This could be hd

o

prevented by destruction of creametoriu snd then Germans
might posslbly stop further mass extecrminations especlally
since so 1ittlo time is left to them. Eombing of railway
comunications in this same area would also be of importance
and of military interest.

Ve INAKT DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

g , .
By 1. 1L Parks Dato_QED1 4 1974 : '
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330 WEST 42nd STREET S T -
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
LONDON . CasLes: CoNcress, NEw Yorx
85 New Cavendish St, W 1 TELBPHONB: LONGARE 5-2600
GENEVA
37 Qusi Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.9c

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471 July .5, 19LL

MONTREAL

1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY ]

Sonora 1744 Hon. John W. Pehle
Wor Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

In reply refer
to No. 128

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I want to oall to your attention that it appears
fram & number of underground reports that Jews in the
spgregation centers whioh are left in Polend demand
weapons urgentlys

You will remember that the Jews interned before
their exteminetion in Treblinke and Sobibor revolted
and destroyed extermination tuildings of these camps
in Angust and October, 1943, respectively.

Now that the pace of the annihilation is being
speeded up by the Nagis, it is imperative that those
who are sentenced to die be provided with tools which
might avert the horrible fate for which they are destined.

8incerely yours,

AlK:sbg Head, Resoue Department .
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

4 July 1944

Mr, John W. Pehle
Execuntive Director
War Refugee Board
Preasury Departiment
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehls:

I refer to your letter of June 29, inclosing a
cable frem your representative in Bern, Switzerland,
proposing that certain sections of railway lines between
Hungary and Poland be bombed to interrupt the transporta-~
tion of Jews from Hungary.

The War Department is of the opinion that the sug-
gested air operation is impracticable. It could be
executed only by the diversion of considerable air support
essential to the success of our forces now engaged in
decisive operations and would in any case be of such very
doubtful efficacy that it would not amount to a practical
project.

The War Department fully sppreciates the humanitarian
motives which prompted the suggested operation but for the
reasons stated above the operation suggested does not appear

Justified.
Sincerely,

P96

John J. MeCloy

e .
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330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

CanLes: CoNGress, NEw York
TererHONB: LONGACRE 5-2600

July 1, 1944

In reply refer
to No. 127

Mr. lawrence S. Lesser
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Wa.shington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lesser:
May I be bold enough to sulmit to you the following request:

If the War Refugee Board hes decided to act upon my suggestion
with regard to the destruction of the death installations in
Oswieoim, Treblinka and Birkeneu, may I ask you to kindly have
& cable sent in my name to Messrs. Barou and Basterman, 55 New
Cavendish Street, London, requesting them to approach the Soviet
Ambassador and the Polish and Czechoslovak Govermments with a
view to having the suggestion carried out.

4As I don't know the way in whioh the suggestion has been accepted,
if at all, it is impossible for me to draft suoh a oable. May I
ingist that if it is sent, it should stress the fmot that we are
opposed to bambing the camps for the reasons indicated in my letter
to Hr. Pehle.

I hope you will not oonsider my request oo presumptuous,

8incergly yours,

AlK:bg ead, Resoul, Department

o
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT -
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE June 29, 1944

T0

Lie o s LESBUY
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By Cable ho. 4041 of June 21, frowlpern,chlelland, rerorting on
the deportetion and exter inetion of Hungrrian Jews, stetes thet "there
is little doubt thrt nany of these Hyngerian Jews gre being_sent to the
exter—instior cemps of AUSCHITZ (OQLWIECL') end BIRNENAU (rAJEEA) in
Vestern Uyjer &ilesia vhere according to recent reyorts, since easrly
sun-er 1947 =t lerst 1,500,000 Jews have been killed, There is evidence
thet already in January 1944 jrerarations were being nede to receive and
exter -inete Hungerian Jews in thece cemps'.

In view of the rree:inent yart evidently played by these two exterm-
ination campe in the messacre of Jews, equirred to kill 125,00C peorle
per month, it would see: that the destruction of their physicsl installa-
tions -ight apprecisbly slow dovn the systematic slaughter at least
temporarily, The —ethodical German ~ind might require some time to re-
build the installations or to evolve elsevhere equally efficient procedures
of ass slaughter and of disposing of the bodies. Some saving of lives
would therefore be 2 most likely result of the destruction of the two ex-
terminstion camys.

Though no exaggerated hores should be entertained, this seving of
lives =1 ght even be quite aprreciesble, since, in the present stege of the
war, with German menpower and ~aterial resources gravely depleted, German
authorities might not be in a position to devote themselves to the task

of equipping new lsrge-scale extermination centers.

Aside from the jreventive significence of the destruction of the two
camps, it would also seenm correct to mark them for destruction as a netter .
of prirciple, as the most tangible--and yerhays only tangible--evidence of
the indignetion aroused by the existence of these charnel-houses, 1t will
also be noted thet the destruction of the extermination camys would yre-
sumably cause many derths among their pereonnel--certainly among the most
ruthless and desyicable of the Nazis,

It is suggested that the foregoing be brought to the ettention of the
approprirte political and military authorities, with a view to considering
the feasibility of a thorough destruction of the two camps by aerlel bom-
bardment. It may be of interest, in thie connection, that the tvo camps
are situated in the industrial region of Upper silesin, near the imjortant
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mining and -anuf=cturing centers of latowice snc Chorzow (Cswiecin lies
»bout 14 miles southerst of jatowice), which ylay gn imortrnt ;art in
the industrial erme-ent cf Cermany., Therefnre, the dcetruciion cf thete
c-}& could be schieved without deflecting e2risl rtrex, th fro- an ijcert-

ent zore of -ilitery otjeciivee,

rresu~rbly, = lerge nu ber of Jeve in these cemye —ey be ki i
tae course of tuch bombings (thcugh goe of them may eseape i+ the con-
fucicon)., Mt ruch Jews sre docmed tc de~tnr arnrhow, “he destructior of
the ca s would not chenge their fate, but it would serve as visible rct-
£ it migkt seve tle live:n of future victi—e,

ributicn on their ~urderere a

7t will be note? thrt the inevitrble frie of Jews herded “n ghettoer
near the indusirizl end railro~d inctelictione in umungery las not ceused
the United l.~tione to cto; bombing these inegtelleticnes. it is sub—itted,
therefore, that refrnining fron bowbing the externinstion centers would
be sheer niepleced ceniiwentelity, feor -ore crucl than » decision tlo

A a

desiroy these certere. "

U
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NEW YORK 18, N. Y,

LONDON
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37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢c July 1, 19111‘
JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471 In reply refer
MONTREAL to No. 126
1121 St. Catherine St. W
MEXICO CITY Hon. Joln W. Pehle
Sonora 174-4 war Rsﬁlgee'Bo?.rd
Treasury Building
Washington, D« C.

CabLes: Concress, NEw YORK
TerLerHONE: LONGAcRe 5-2600

Dear Mr. Pehle:

May I oame back to the suggestion I made to lr. Lesser in the
course of the conference I had with him on June 28.

Discussing the apparentidetermination of the Germen Govermment

to speed up the extermination of the Jews, I wondered whether the
pace of the extermination could not be considerably slowed dovm
if the instruments of annihilation -- the gas ohambers, the gas
vans, the death baths -- were destroyed. You will remember that
in August and October, 1943, respeotively, revolting Jews set fire
to installations in Treblinke and Sobibore The revolt oulminated
in the escape of & large mumber of Jews from these cemps.

Three governments are direotly interested in atopping the massacresi
the Soviet Goverrment, whose ocaptured soldiers ere being exterminated
in the Oswieoim gas chambers, according to a cable received by the
Polish Information Center on June 22, a copy of which is attached;
the Czechoslovak Govermment, whose oitizens are béing murdered in
Birkeneu; and the Polish Govermnment, for obvious reasons.

The destmc/}tion of the death installations can not be done by bombing

from the air, &8s the first viebims would be the Jews who are gathered

in these camps, and such 6 bombing would be & weloome pretext for the ~

Gormans 4o assert that their Jewish viotims have been magsaored not

by their killers, but by the Allied bombings. i

I sutmitted to Mr. Lesser that the 8oviet Govermment be approached
with the request that it should dispatoh groups of parairoopers to
selze the buildings, to annihilate tho sfluads of murderers, and “to
freo the unfortunate inmates. Also thal jhe Polish Govermment be
requestod to instruot the Polish underground to attack these and
similar camps to destroy the instruments of death.




Hon. John w. Pehle 2= July 1, 19

May I add that I think it would be useful to approach also the
Czechoslovak Government, so that it may use its influence with
the Soviet and Polish Govermments to support our request.

May I express the hope that you will oonsider the suggestion made
in this letter as deserving to be acted upon without delay.

8incerely yours,

e Ao
+ Leon Kubdpwitzki
ALK: bg /" Head, Rescud Department

P.S. T attach a rep6§t, "Three Years in Oswiecim Holl," published
by the Polish Jewish Observer on June 16, :
¥
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TO!t Hr. ¥oOloy, Assistant 3eoretovy of Var

FROMY J. %. Pehle

1n connection with my resent sonversation with

you, I nm attsohing a copy of a ooble jJust reseived
from our rapreaantntﬁre in Rern, Switzerland. I wigh
to dirgot your attention particularly to the pare-
craphs concerning the reilway lines being used for
the deportation of Jews from Hungary to Poland and

N the propoesl of various apenoles that vital seotions
of those lines be bombed.

‘”ﬁ‘ N Pebl®

Attaohnuants

< FH;db 6/2’/1‘1" ‘ |
B .
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DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. Letter,

141972

By R H. Parks Date.

i

PARAPHRAGE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED

FROM:  Amevigan Legation, Bern N
701 Sagrotary State, Washington

DATED} oy, 1044
NUMBER$ ﬂgﬂf !

HeCGlollend senda the following for the Var Rofugec Board.

Referenoe is mads horawith to lLegation's measage dated
June 17, No. 7, paragraph throe.

e there 48 no doubt that the maJority of the Jewiagh
population enst of the Damube espoolelly in gastorn northern,
and north sastiern Rung hag been orted to Poland. Furdler
rolisblie Anformation donfiming this fact has come in in the
gourso of %he past two woeks from %the foﬂm&%ﬁepandont
gouraest (a) Suwias ofriolal ommloyee Just ro ol fron

1nts, Railway workers in Osech vesistange movement,

o} other reliable seoret courge regaml Anformation as to
sourgds as abgolutely confidandisl dinoe any publioity
regarding them wuld endanger livas.

Prior to the dasporiations, thore were Ywo woeke to &
month of bruted concentration uriny which thougande of Jowe
wex;g oronied togather in pridmitive quarters with insuffiotond
food, olothinz mnd water, regardloss of state of hoalth, sox
or ogs. The Hungardsn pendafuerie on Laszlo fndrets orders

largely oarried &ud this action.

Apparently the actuasd 1 sonle depordations bogan ebout
Moy zsppand 1&@8. until the gxﬁg&a of Juite. The mov 3

§nvolvet 12,000 persong por dayt abouy 7,000
Onrpathin=-Russia §m 5.0«::8e o ovnkzﬁ Oharneteriatic of
augh aotions, people were ad 60 to zé or goaled freight
wagon Lor & x-gp of two to throe s wit adaquato watar
or food probably resulting in many doaths on route

g, PVELOATT ussd wore tho following #tretohos of ratle

(ﬁmOaYp-xasehm&-meoMMbotm-Nomaea in dvoofion of
Herilohabos 6 Misy vaay Lhoisana: roops 80 anA From She '
palish fyo ‘wers trat mﬁ’d dasdy ovar this 1inog (3) Munkage-

l(ggu‘%a zhﬁm\ﬁa— arsdeLioopoldstadt-NoveneatosTranoing

It is
(*) Variocus lotters in thie group illegible.
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It i ux-ged 3{ all gources of this information in Alovakis
and lh.%ﬁgry that vital gections of these linos especlally bridges
alo be bombed as the only pogsible means of slowing down
or sfop ing future deporthtions, (This i submitted by mo as a
pg@og&g‘g )those asonoles and I ¢an venture no opinion on
itg u ).

At least 335,000 Jews already have been dgportaed from the
following rogions acoording to fizures rocsived.

Aporoximately 130,000 in gub-Oarpathis and Ruthsnia mainly
from the towns of BoMogazost, Felzovigo, Huez%, Nogyszollos,
liavamarosaiget, Munkaos, Teoar and Ungver.

Approximately 90,000 in Transylvanis from Beazteres, Des,
Koloszvar, Karos Vasarholy, Nagybanya, Vagyvarad, - Sgagzresan,
and 8zilegy.

In northern Lnkagchau, Gyongycs, Sater Aljaudhely and
Sarogpatek.

roximately 75,000 in the Tiaz region from: Kisvarda
Hates;\pegka, Wagykmgi. Nyivegyhazsa and gzatmm» Heometd, ’

It is also raported one sourge that deportations of
spproximately 20,000 have taken place from oe oin towms in
gouthorn Hung such ag Bacp (*)ya ?e,za Hapykenlosza,
Njvidek end Bza ‘nd_furthor oxi (*)t{ona,nleo boing mado

ort Java from towns of Dunasserdensly, Cyoor, Komarom,
gg%elgéd Pacs and Ssombathely where persons are alroady oon.
contrated.

Some 350,000 Jows havo alrendy been conocentrated in
Budapest ond environs, This began around Jwne 16 and on tho
2la% 1t wao to bo finighed. In the oity prapor they have
boon settled in requisitioncd blooks of hougss in a chess
 board pattern so that they will not esoape bombarduent.

Bome 15,000 Jaws have been orvowded into a ghetto in
the factory zone along the Danube in Upast near Pudnpast,

- The grinox,pal individuals An the 9ztfiay coverrment
responsible for this persecution of Jaws are as followss
Laazlo Indro, fomer subsprefect of country of Pagt now in
Usnistyy of Interier; Laselo Boky, also Inbordor and snden
Jarves, Hinister of Interior. :

In an effort to chaok such contimied daporations
mmnenov (@) from the United States, we rocommend British
Boviot (%) broadoasts and cspeoially Yeaflets, I7 8% i¢

posaible,
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goaai‘ble, the Vatioan should be prevailed upoh to assooiate
tgelf with such protesst.

There 48 little doubt that many of thesge arian Jows
aro beinz gont to tho extaermination camps of Ausohitz (Oswiecim)
and Birke Nau (Rajaka) in western upper Silesia whare
aogording to regent peports, since enrly summer 1942 at least
1,500, J have beon killed., There is ovidehce that already
in Jamu 1945 preparations wore being made to reseive and
exterminate Hungarisn Jews in thoge comps. BSoon a detailed
report on thenso oarps will bo cabled.

HARRISON

(®) apperent omissiong




ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WZR

20 June 1844

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
¥ashington 25, D. C.

Thi% letter is forwarded to you as a

matter of primary interest to your

office.
Aseistant Secretary of War's Office
Rm. 4E 886
Pentagon Building

Enc. ’

Ltr. June 18th, 1944 {900b Rosenheinm
to Secretary of War, re a{} for
Jewigh refugees




June 24, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

I saw Asslstant Secretary McCloy today on the
proposal of the Agudas Israel thet arrangements be
mede to bomb the railroad line between Kassa and
Presov being used for the deportatlon of Jews from
Hungary to Poland. I told McCloy that I wanted to
mention the matter to him for whatever exploration
might be appropriate by the War Department, but
that I had several doubts about the matter, namely
(1) whether 1t would be appropriate to use military
planes and personnel for this purpose; (2) whether
1t would be difficuli,to put the railroad line out
of commission for a lﬁhg enough period to do any
good; and (3) even assuming that this railroad line
were put out of commission for some period of time,
whether it would help the Jews in Hungary.

I made it very clear to Mr., McCloy that I was
not, at this point at least, requesting the War
Department to take any action on thls proposal
other than to appropriately explore it, McCloy’
understood my position and sald that he would check
into the matter,

Y

:
!
!
g




PARMPHEBATE OF TBLEOGkA . od it 4 VET

FEOX Amsrican Legation, Bern
G- S8ocretary of Btate, ¥Washington
DATZD- Bune 24, 1944

HUMBEXR 4041

HcOlelland reads the following for tho Yar Refugea Doard

Rsference is made herewith to Legation s message dated
Jure 17 Eo 3867 paracrapk thres. :

How there is ne doubt that the majority of the Jewish
population east of the Danubs especially iz eastern morthem.
and north eastern Rungary has been departed to Poland. Purther
reliable information confirming this fact has come in inm the
course of the past two weeks from the following independent
B0 986 (a) Bwiss official employae Just retovrned from
Budapect, (b) Railway wezkers im Csach reoistance movement
{c) other reliadle secret source regard information as %o '
sources as abaolutely confidential since any publicity
regarding them would endagneér lives

Prior to the deportations, there were tww wesks to a i
mont¢h of brutal concentration during which thousandsof Jews ,
#oTre crowded together in priwitive quarters with insufficéens !
food  clothiag and water, regardless of state of hsalth, sex
or age. The Bungarian gendarmsrio on Lasslo Endre’s ordera
laygy .y oarried cut this action,

Apparently the actual large scale deportations began mbout
Moy 1B and lasted until the middle of Juna, The morement
involved 2,000 persens per day: 4About 7,000 $hrough sub-
Oazpatho Inseia and B,000 through Slovalkia, Oharacteristic of
such altions, people were deporied 60 to 70 per sealed freight
wagor for a t Bip of two to three days wlithout adeguate water
or £ood probably resulting im many deaths en route.

Taréicularly used were the following stretches of rail- -
. read

{1) Csap-Xasohsw-Presovolubotin-Fowyeacz in direction of
Ouwilos u; (8) Batoraljaujhaly-Leginamich Wiany-Michaloves~
Medgilaborce. Also many thomwsand troops to and fxom the
Polish front were transported daily over this line; (3) Munksos-
Lavoosne; (4) Galante-Sersd-Lecpoldstadt:Novemesto~Trenoin;

(6) Yrusky 2ilina,

It 1» urged By all sources of this information in Slovakia
and Hungary that vital seotions of these lires especially dridges
along OXE be bombed as the only possible means of slowing dewn N
) or stopping future deportations. (¥his 1s aubnitted by me ae
I a proposal’ of than.mno% 'S‘éd 1 canwnture no cpinion on

148 usiliey)f sm«%ain. Letter, 1-11.73 A deastoco.oo

%  Ber trae Do SERL 4»7197?_

e . [ ;
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JUN 24 1944

Dear Dr. Rosenheim:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter to me
of June 18, 1944, transmitting a copy of a letter which
vag addressed by you to the gecretary of State, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and the Seoretary of War. Your let-
ter to the Secretary of the Treasury has also been referred
to me for reply. %

A you know, the situation of the Jews in Hungary and
the recent events in that country are of great concern to
the ¥War Refugee Board and we are taking every step possible
to deal with the situation.

You may rest assured that your euggest.ions wvill re-
ceive sympathetic and careful congideration by @his office
and the other interested agencies. '

Very truly yours, -

e Phle

Executive Director

Dr. Jacob Rosenhein.

President, Agudas'lsrael Yorld
Organisation,

226 West 97%h Street

Hew York 2 New Yorﬁ.

Wugt 6/24/4Y " - ~ o




June 23, 1944.

Dear Dr. Rosenheim:

In the abeence of the Secretary, ho
is away from Yashington, I am acknovledging
your letter of June 18, 1944.

Pacouse of the subject matter, I have
taken the liberty of turning this over to
Hr. John Pehle, Executive IMrector of the
War Befugee Board. I am sare that Mr. Pehle
will give every consideration to the
informatién you give and the suggoestions
you make.

% sineerely yours,

[4igned) K. S. Klotz

H. 8. Klots,
Private Seorstary.

Dr. Jucob Rosemheim,

President, Agudas lsreel Vorld
Organizasion,

228 Vest 97th 3treet,

Kev York 35, Nevw York

acr/ v
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CENTRAL, EXEC T&’I‘_ONBON  BrancH OFFicEs: JERUSALEM anD NEW YORK

OFEFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
226 WEST 97TH STREET
NEW YORK 25, N. Y.

Jure 18th,1944

Seecretary of ‘ar

M¥r, Henry L. Stimson
Leader of War Refugese Board
Har lepartment

Naghington, U.C.

Dear Mr. Stimson:

I beg to approach you in the ,L nmame of my organization in the
following urgent matter of 1ife and death for thougands of
jnnocent Nazi-victims.

Simce April, the/deportation of Jews from Hungary to the yas-
chambers of Polend is relentlessly going on., About ten thousand
to fifteen thousand persons & day are deported, and up to now,
about 300,000 Jews are said to have been doomed to destruction
in this way. -

Our Rescue-Committee in Swit zerland, which is in permanent close

contact with Hungary by courier, has recently submitted to tie

Americen and British Embassies in Beme the idea of taking mea- f
gures, to slow down, at least, the process of annihilstion and

thus to preserve a greater Tamber of Jewish lives for the day of

liberation.

This slackening ofjthe process of annihilayion could be achieved by
paralyzing the rafi-road traffic from Hungary to Poland, espcially by
_an aireal bomberdment of the most importeny ralilway junotions of
KASCHAU and FRESWV, through which the deportation-trains pass. By suoch
a procedure, precious time would be won and thousends of humsn lives
pregerved. ; ’ l

L4

On the other hand, every day of delay mesns & very heavy responsibility
for the human lives at astake.

For this reason, we teke the liberty of applying to you directly, im=
ploring you for 4mmedin te decisive aseiu}unce in th/y work of 1lifo-
rescud. )

1 remain, Yéy/

'JACOB R(B ENHEI
President

v/

PR




June 18th,1544

8ecratary of State

¥r. Cordell Hull

Leader of War Refuges Board
Dem rtment of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Hull:

I beg to approach you in _&the name of my organiszation in the
following urgent matter of life and death for thousands of
innocent Nazi-victims.

Sinoe April, the deportation of Jews from Hungary to the gas-
ohambers of Poland is relentlessly goimg on. About ten thousand
to fifteen thousand persons & day are deported, and up to now,
about 300,000 Jews are seid to have beem doomed to destruction
in this way. .

Our Resous-Committee in Switserland, which is in permanent close
contact with Hungary by oourier, hss recently submitted to the
American and British Embassiss in Berne the idea of taking measures,
to slow down at least, the process of annihilation and thus to
preserve a greater number of Jewlsh lives for the day of liberation.

This slackening of the proosss of annihilaticn could be achieved by
paralyzing the -ail-road traffic from Hungary to Foland, sgpecially by

an aireal bombardment of the most $mportant railway junctions of EASCHAU
and PRESOV through which the deportation-trains pass. By such a prooe-
dure, precious time would be won and thousands of humsn 1ives preservedas

On the othor hand, every day of delay means a very hoavy responsibili-
ty for the human lives at stake.

For this reason, we take the liberiy of applying to you direotly, im-
ploring you for immediate deocisive assistance in this work of lifo-
resous.

I remain,
Yours respeotfully,

JACOB ROSENHBIM ;
President !
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June 18th,1944

¥r. John W, Pehle
Exeoutive Director
¥ar Refuges Board
U.S,Treasury Building
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr. Pohlé:

I beg to submit to your kird attention copy of a letter,
which I have addressed today to the Secretary of State,

Mr. Hull, the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Morgenthau,and
the Sacretary of War, Mr, Stimson, and should be deeply .
greteful, if you would use your decisive influence to have
the plan of rescue, discussed in the letter, realized.

4% all events, the decision should be teken after thorough
conglderation, without any loss of timg, for every day counts,
as you will see, for the destruction of t sands.

Yours simcerely,

JACOB ROSENHEIM
President .

encl. /




