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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: American Legation, Stockholm. 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington. 

DATED: June 14, 1945. 

NUMBER: 214?. 

Have been informed by Danielsson, former Swedish 

Minister in Hungary, that Raoul Wallenberg accumulated 

extensive and well documented records regarding the 

Jewish situation and related relief activities in 

Hungary. According to him these records were left 

intact in chancery in large wooden box near entry to 

airraid shelter. These records should prove very 

valuable and he suggests that every effort to obtain 

them be made by our Mission Budapest. Any assistance 

by our Budapest Mission in locating Wallenberg would 

be appreciated by Swedish Foreign Office. 

/signed/ JOHNSON 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: American Legation, Stockholm. 

TO: Secretary of State, v!ashington. 

DATED! June 7, 1945 

NUMBER! 2063 

The best information here, including statements 

in conversation yesterday by his mother, are to effect 

that ~lallenberg has not been heard from since Budapest 

was occupied by the Soviets. 

/signed/ JOHNSON 
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secretary of State, 

Washington. 

2060, June ?, 6 p.m. 

f 
Stockholm 

Dated June ?, 1945 

Rec'd 8:35p.m. 

AMCROSS SHIRK FROM AMCROSS WHISLER 

The following telegram has been sent to the Embassy 

at Moscow: 

swedish FONOFF Amlegation and others (this is our 

1, rptd to Washington as our 127, Legation 1 s 2060, June 

?, 6 p.m.) interested welfare Raoul Wallenberg, who ,.,as 

Secretary of Royal swedish Legation at Budapest and who 

disappeared near there Jan 1? this year. Moscow· advised 

SWED FONOFF on 18th that lt1allenberg was being protected 

by soviet troops. No ~rord since. Please consult with 

Amembassy Moscow before making any attempt investigate 

this matter as Embassy is familiar with case. Under­

stand information may be difficult secure and appreciate 

any help you can give. Regards. 

JOHNSON 

RB 
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Mr. sven Sa.l~n 
Strandvtigon 7 A 

Stockholm 

My dear Mr. Salfn: 

,, 

Stockholm, SWeden 
June 6, 1945 

I have read/witlyooneidera'ble interest the o:rpn­
ization of a Roiwl Wallenberf Committee for HWigarlan 
RefUgee Relief. I believe i unnecessary to mention 
tho deep interest and appreciation of the United States 
Government for the great humanitarian work whiCh 
Roaul Wallenberg undertook in Hlmgary. 'rhe United 
states Government has on several. ocoaaione paid hish 
tribute to this remarkable relief action initiated 
from Sweden., )and bas praised the oow;oage and initiative 
of Minister Danielson and his Legation ataff in ~dapest, 
particularly Roaul Wallenberg in oar:eying out this dif­
fioult program. 

On behalf of the )Jnited states War Rdugee (Board, 
there 1a enclosed a contribution of 10,000 krOnor to 
further the activities of this Committee. 

EDaloew:e - 1 

S1n!1ereiy yours, 

~,-­
Iver 0. Olsen 

speoiel Attaoh6 for 
war Betuaee :Boal'\\ 

--
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Arrival of ;iullenhcr<; in :Jtocklloll'lhas been rU."lOI' ed. 

Confirr.1ation rec1uostod. IatoJ:'J'-lt Jr,e.nifested by .iur Hefw:ee 

.Joard. This case is !Jein!:: folloned Ll) by un hero, but ue 

SU?,[;Dllt that the De::n1·t·:en t consider referring it to the 

:;:,;I:lbassy in f.:osC0\'1 for attention. 

lJNSIGic .. i:D 

I~~· 
'· (:•· . . DECLASSIFIED , .. ti 's!ute' Dppt. Letter, 1-11·78 

By B. H. Parks Dnte_sre..l 5 1972 



... ODRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGToN. D. Co 

- (.)<f) 

• 

'I 

• 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
WRB 701.6864/4-1246 

My dear General 01 Dwyer 1 

I have received your letter of April 12, 1945 addressed to the 
Secretary of State with respelt to the oonoern of the War Refugee 
Board in the fate of Raoul W&llenberg, Special Attache to the SWedish 
Legation in Budapest and advising of Secretary Morgenthau•s personal 
interest in :Mr. Wallenberg's welfare. 

The ~r Refugee Board has received paraphrases of all the 
cables to and from Stookholm and Moscow which unfortunately have 
failed to produce any news of :Mr. Wallenberg's whereabouts. As 
you may have already noted, a cable was dispatched' on April 30, 
1945 to our representative in Hungary requesting General Key to 
ask the Soviet military authorities for information oonoerning 
:Mr. \'iil.llenberg's whereabouts and expressing the oonoern of' this 
Government in his welfare because of meritorious activities in 
protecting Jews from persecution by the German and Hungarian Nazis. 
I shall advise you immediately of the contents of the reply to this 
further inquiry as soon as it has been received. 

Flease assure Secretary Morgenthau that the Department will 
pursue the inquiry concerning :Mr. Wallenberg as long as any possi• 
bilities of information remain to be explored. 

Sincerely youre, 

tn,£{~ 
George L. warren 

Adviser on Refugees and 
Displaced Fersons 

Brigadier General William O'Dwyer 
Exeoutive Director, 

W8r Refugee Board, 
Treasury Department, 

1hshington, D.C. 
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RE~ rmun OF mms Recapture of Legation 
.:NtHm I U 'recaepi.::J.~~:~ ~av: 

WAS STUDENT HERE 'pitched battle" agalnat Arrow 
sa men who broke into the 

ulldlng an4 threatened to kill the 
ater, Carl Ivan Danielson. He 

Raoul Wallenber& of Sweden 
Credited With Aiding 20,000 

in Hungarian Groups 

acaped through a window. 
Mr. Watlenberg delivered vari­

UB Jewa from a ''Death March to 
tenna" and from deportation to 
e.zl labor campa. He achieved 

The adventure. of Raoul Wallen­
berg, a 31·yea.r--old architect who 
led the rescue of 20,000 Hungarian 
Jew1 before Ute Red Army lib­
erated Bud.apeat from the Nazla, 

. was disclosed here yesterday at 
Ute SwediJih Consul~te. Mr. Wal· 
lenberg is a member of one of 
Sweden'• chief diplomatic and 
banking familles. 

The architect "disappeared" on 
Jan. 17, three days before the 
Allled-Hungarlan armistice, and 
only two weeki! after his "recap. 
ture" of the Swedish Legation in 
Buda.peat from members of the 
Hungarian Nazi Arrow Crose, 
the American-Swedish News Ex­
change, Inc.) 630 Fifth A venue, re­
lated. 

The late President Roosevelt set 
in motion the machinery whereby 
Mr. W~enberg's rescues were ef­
fected, ; ccording to his aunt, Mrs. 
W1lllam M. Calvin of Greenwich, 
Conn. : he I.e: the wife of Col. Wtl· 
Uam M Calvin, former United 
States military attach6 in Stock­
holm. 

a~u~eb~a!d ~c~~ ~!~;e~~ · 
er the protection of Sweden. 
By eatabliahing soup kitchens 
d· by building up food stocks 
d trucking services, assisted by 

ungartan civtlia.na:, Mr. Wallen-

er:•. ~:ege~ ~ll~~~dor nu~~~r~ 
howses over Swedish protection. 

ShorUy after the Red Army lib­
ted Budapest on Feb. 13 the 

tt-Semitlc laws of Hungary were 
pealed. 
The story of the deliverance of 
e 20,000 .Jews under the leader• 
p of Mr. Wallenberg was made 

ubllc by Mr. Danieleson upon his 
ecent return to Stockholm. 

The architect studied at the Uni­
erstt¥ of Michigan in 1934 and 
9:5Fr!';e~c 't,~~n~:~:l ~~ ~~~~~: 
holm, a sistlr of Mrs. Calvin. k-Its 
grand uncle

1
JAxel Wallenberg, NBS 

former SweOish Minister to the 
United States. Another grAnd, 
uncle, Knut Wallenberg, was\ 
Swedish Foreign Minister during 

orld War I. 

Mrs. Calvin said President 
Roosevelt requested King Gustav 
of Sweden to try to intervene 
against the Hungarian Nazis and 
in turn the Swedish Legs:tion in 
Hungary was asked to extend ita 
protection to the Jew& there. 

Mr. Wallenberg waa appointed 
secretary of the legation last sum­
mer to rescue Jews of Hungary., 
He was assisted by a staff of 300, 
moatly volunteers. 

Members of the Arrow Cross 
plundered food depots and last 
Christmas Eve arrested ~e entire 
statf, sending the wome to the 
ghet , tt was related. A1 escaped later~ Mr. Wallenberg W< ked prl-~ 
maril by issuing Swe h "pro­
teeth paaeportiJ" and by harbor· 
lng ti e victims of persecution in 
the legation and in several otht'!r 
houses granted diplomaUc immu­
nity. 



April 28, 1945 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

The following message for you from Harold 'frobe 
was received through the United States Flnbass,y in Lisbon 
under date of April 2!1, 1945: 

ll()ottfar'b advises Swedish M1nister Danielaeon 
Budapest and ent1ro staff returned Stoeldlolm. 
Leptlon aecretar,y RaoUl Wallenbere; wboae 
aotirtUea behalf Jewa you tam1Uar mlaaing 
s1nce Jauua.r'f. Believed IIIIU'dered. Ootttarb 
auggestl you aend cable tblmld.ng Danieliii)Jl 
for Lalatlon's work." 

(Signed) Florenae Hodel 

J'l.oreaCe Hodel 
AsaletUt keoutlve D1reetor 

M&'. u. A. Leavitt, Seoretar.Y, 
.&aler108Zl Jewieh Joint D1ttl'l'bllt1on 00111111 ttee, 
:no Kadlaon Avenue, 
Bew lQI'k 16, ._ York. 
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Lisbon 

Rec•d 3:12 am, 27th. 

Secretary of state, 

washincton. 

893, Twenty-fifth. 
I 

WRB 39'• JDC 225 FOR LK~Vl:T'l' FROM TROBE 
t I 

Go.ttfnr1o advises swedish Minister banielsson . . 
Buda~:;est ancl entire st2-ff returned Stockholm; Lec,a tion 

secretary Raoul WallenberG v1hose c.ct"ivities bc~l'.li' 

Jews -you familiar missing since January. Believed 

murJ.erec~. Gottfar'~ SU[[ests you send cable thanking 

Daniels son for Le[D. tion' s v10rl,. 

Bi.RUCH 

.ThiS 
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P l&SE llfFOllM SYIBDIBH OOURllliE!lf THA'f Nm1S OF '1'11E DISAI'l'~B OF 
Rt.OVL WAttliNBJllO, I'IHO IS DEW lB illGB BBOA1lD liEliB FOR JUS COURAGEOUS 
AHD rmtORABI.I iiOlll IN lfOtii'WlY, IUS BECE1WD BY 'mlS ClO'fEBNI(EBT l'fl'1'B 
QW'f COJCmlUf AliD SORE DIS'rBEiiS. HIS JmJSlOB WAS OF ESl'iOJAL I1l'llliES'l 
'1'0 TIWl OOVIIIJIIUl AND DEEP ANXmi lB FEU!' HlmE FOR BlD 8APift • 
IJ,IBD,ASSI t.QJGOI BAS Dl!lR BEQUES'lED 'fO LlliD J'IJL1.1!ST SUPPOR'f 'lO 8JIEDIBH 
I&QAUOD SIB!Dif.l ASSD'l'ANCE OF SOVlE'f GOVEBNRE!lf Iff ASOlil\'l'AIDIW IllS 
1JH1iBEAJIOU'l' OB rm. WE WILL GBEATLY APPRECIAD BB11fG IEPf IMFODBil 
01 Ali 1111'iS IIICEIVED 001lOIBJIIBO BD. 

T:IT S IS ·;.:RB STOCKHOU.: CA3u ::c. 362 

S:OO p.m. 
April 24, 1945 

/ 

lAiss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y), Calm, Du-iois, Gestor;, ""od.el, olutchison, 

McCornad<:, 0 1Dwyer, Files. 
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NE~i YORK T TillES 
Thursday' April 26' 1CI'<5 

JEWS IN HUNGARY 
HELPED BY SWEDE 

Raoul Wallenberg, Architect, 
Credited With Leading Rescue : 

of 20,000 From Nazis I 
I 
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! , ~._ I j 
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Local nEwspapErs today commmt ExtEnsivEly on 

arrive.l in Stockholm of thE SwEdish LEgation staff from 

BudapEst and particularly thE absEnsE of J,ttachE Il.oaul 

I Wallmb Erg who has bE m missing sine E January 1.'7. 

In viEW of thE spEcial intErEst \'lhich thE DEpartmEnt 

and thE War REfugEE Board had in WallEnbErg 1 s mission 

as wEll as our ovm dEEP anxiEty for his safEty, it is 

suggEstEd that thE UnitEd StatEs GovErnmEnt communicatE 

to thE SwEdish GovErnmEnt its concErn in thE mattEr. 

JMS 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parka nawSEP 15 1972 



Secretary Morgenthau ~PR 13 1945 

Miss Hodel 

Re: Raoul Wallenberg 

Prior to receiving your note, the Board, 1n con­
junction with th~ State Department, eent a cable to 
the American Embaeay in Moeoow asking it to support 
th~j..--3wed1eh Legation in Moscow in ita reqt~eet to the 
Russian Government fGr aeeiatanoe in detex>m1ning the 
fete of ~:r,llenberg. l\ copy of this cable io attached. 

Upon receipt of y .-.ur note, Gen,ral O'DtJyer wrote 
the enclosed l~ttar to Secretary 8t~ttiniue in wh1Gh 
your personal interest in Mr. Wallenberg was indicated. 

lB1gned} Yloreno.e Bolhll 

Attachments. 

rHJhd 4/13/46 



CABLE TO HARRIMAN, MOSCOW, FROM DEPARTMENT AND WAR REFUGEE 
BOARD 

Reference is made to Stockholm's No. 14 of April 4 

to you, repeated to the Department as No. 1261 of April 4. 

Department and Board would appr.eciate your giving all 

possible support to the Swedish Legation in Moscow in its 

request to the Russian Government for assistance in deter-

mining the fate of Raoul Wallenberg, Attache to the Swedish 

Legation in Budapest. 

The War Refugee Board had special interest in Wallen-

berg's mission to Hungary because of his outstanding work 

in protecting Jews and other viotims of eneiny oppression 

during the enemy occupation of Hungary. 



CABl.E 'l'O !IARRlMAN, MOSCOW, FROM DEPAR'l'lo!li:B'l' AND liAR RU'UGU 
BOARD 

Reference is made to stookho~'s No. 14 of April 4 

to you, repeated to the Department as No. 1211 of April 4. 

Department and Boar4 would appreoiate JOQr giving all 

possible support to the Swedish Legation 1n Moscow in 1ta 

request to the Russian Government for assistance· 1n deter­

mining the fate or Raoul \'lallenberg, Ji.ttaohe to the sve4iah 

Legation 1n Budapest, 

'l'he War Refugee Board hed speo1al interest in Wallen• 

berg's mission to Hungary because or h1s outstanding work 

in oroteoting Jews and other viot1me or enemy oppression 

during the enemy occupAtion of Hungary. 

FHthd 4/9/45 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: 

April DO, l94o 

We have recently learned through the American Legation 
in Stockholm of the disappearance of Mr. Raoul Wallenberg, Special 
Attache to the Swedish Legation in Budapest, and of the unconfirmed 
report that he has been murdered. We have requested the A~erican 
Embassy in Moscow to support in every possible way the request of 
the Swedish Legetion there for the assistance of the Russian 
Government in determining Mr. Wallenberg's fate. There are 
attached copies of the pertinent cables concerning his disappearance. 

During the height of German occupation of Hungary when 
hundreds of thousands of Jews were in grave danger, Mr. Wallenoerg 
undertook, at great personal risk, a special mission to Hungary. 
His services were available to the War Refugee Board through the 
Swedish Foreign Office, and as the result of hie unremitting 
efforts and ingenuity, thousands of Jews were protected and saved 
from Nazi persecution. We are sorely distressed over the news 
or hie disappearance. 

\ Secretary Morgenthau has asked me to tell you of hie 
personal interest in Mr. Wallenberg. I would deeply appreciate 
your advising me of any information which the Department of State 
is able to obtain concerning Mr. Wallenberg's fate. 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of State. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ William O'Dwyer 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 



APR 12 1945 

~ dear Mr. Secretary: 

we have recently learned through the American Legation 
in Stockhollll of the disappearance of Mr. Raoul Wallenberg, Special 
Attache to the Swedish Legation in iludapeet, and of the unconfirmed 
report that he has been murdered. We have requested the American 
F.mbassy in Moscow to support in every possible way the request of 
the swedish Legation there for the assistance of the Russian 
Government in determining Mr. Wallenberg's fate. There are 
attached copies of the pertinent cables concerning his disappearance. 

During the height of German occupation of Hungary when 
hundreds of thousands of Jews were in grave danger, Mr. Wallenberg 
undertook, at great personal risk, a special mission to Hungary. 
His services were available to the War RefUgee Board through the 
Swedish Foreign Office, IUid as the result of his unremitting 
efforts and ingenuity, thousands of Jews ware protected and saved 
from Nazi persecution. We are sorely distressed over the news 
of his disappearance. 

Secretary Uorgenthau has asked me to tell you of hie 
personal interest in Mr. Wallenberg. I would deeply appreciate 
your advising me of any information which the Department of State 
is able to obtain concerning Yr. Wallenberg's fate. 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of state. 

~ 
fH:Jmsinp 4/12/45 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) 'llillilllll 0 'DQer 

William o•Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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PARAPHHA':iE CF TELEG?.A ~ECEIVED 

Am-ricen Legation, St~c~holm 

TO~ Secretary of S~8~e, We3~ington 

DA~'ED: Anril .;, ]_:J45 

The Swedish Forei,;n Office is particularly concerned over 

the disavoearance of 8.ototul \iallenoerg 1 i t,s a·" tacne to t.ne Le;;a-

he hc.s oeer. C:Jurdered. In order to J.Q ·u·rmine \val.lenoPrg 1 s 1's ce 1 

ti>e Sv1edish Lee:;s;,ion in i'loscow hae been insu';;.cted to reol'.est 

the assis~ance of ~he Russian Govern~ent. 

Any s~ooort our Embassy at Moscow can give the 3wed1Rh 

Lee;·- tion in ;.;oscow with resnect ·co this matter v1ou],d oe 6 ree tly 

s.oprpcil'ted by c~s 1 11s ;;e hr<'l e roecial interest in 'tlallenoerg 1s 

mission to Hungc;ry. -~ 

The fol'.egoing messa.c;e was ~·epRsted to lr.oscow by ny 14 1 of 

April 4. 

JOHNSON 

DC/L:M.AS:CVT ,. 
\. 

· .. / 
( ..• -'_ .. 

j1 ·1 \. CL t ' .. ' ~- . . ~ ""'-....._ 

) 
;-
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AMEMBASSY, 

Moscow. 
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'I-~he following to Ha~riman from Department and 

War Refugee Board •. 

Reference is made to Stockholm's no. 14 of April 4 

to you, repeated to the Depertment as no. 1251 of 

April 4. 

Department and Board would appreciate your 

giving all possible support to the Swedish Legation 

in Moscow 1n its request to the Russi11n Government 

fof as~istance in.determining the fate of'Raoul 

Wallenberg, Attache to the Swedish Legation in 

Budepest, 

The War Refugee Board 7ad special inter~~~i~ > 

Wallenberg's mission to Hungary beceuse of his ' J . 
9utstariding work in pJotecting Jews and other victims 

of enemy oppression d,lll'ing the enemy occupati.ori of 

Hungary, 

Wfi;B;MMV:KG 

4/9/45 

·EE 

STETTlNlUS 
(,GLW)" 

NOE . Bili:.ASS!FIED . 
State Dept, Lotter, 1·11-72 

By R. H. Perko Da~..s.EE...1 5 .1972 

~~-~--- - ··-·-·•r--·--·•·-~----------~··· 



Reference 1s made to Stookholm's No. 14 of April 4 

to yo11
1 

repeated to tbe;Jlepartment lUI No. 12&1. or Apr1l 4. 

Department and Board vould.apprao1ate your giving all 

poss1ole s11pport to the Swedish ~egat1oa 1D Koeoow 1D 1ts 

req11est to the Russian Governaent tor assistance 1a deter­

m1nlng the fo.t.a of Raoul lfallenbers, AUa.ohe to \he SWe411h 

Lesat1on 1n Budapest. 
The War Rotugoe Board had special 1ntereet 1ft Wallen-

berg's mission to Hungary because of bla outstanding work 

1n proteot1Rg Jews and other victims of enemy oppression 

during the en&m¥ ooo11pat1on ot Hungary. 

·1t15 p.m. 
April 9, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec' y) , Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hgde1, Hutchison, 
McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files. 

~· 
!''" 

-



rBOJII 

TOe 

DATED a 

NUJ.IBER I 

PABAPHRASB or TBLEGIWI RECBIV.BJ) 
I 

American Legation, Stockholm 

Secretary ot State, Washington 

April 4, 194,. 

1~'1 CONTROl COPY 
The S.edilh Foreign Office is particularly concerned over 

I . 
' the disappearance ot Roau1 Wallenberg, ita attache to the Lega• 

tion ln Budapest. It is stated 1n unconfirmed ~adio reports that 

he has been murdered. In order to dete~lne.Wallenberg's tate, 

the Swedish Legation in Moscow has been instructed to reque1t 

the assistance of the Russian Qovernment. 

Any support 011J' Blllbaasy at Jloaocnr oan give the Swedish · 

t4gation 1n llotoow with respect to this matter would be greatly 

appreciated by us, as we had a_speoial ~terest,tn Wallenberg's 

mission to HUnga~. 

The foregoing ~eaaage wae repeated to Moscow by my 14, ot 
i . 

APJ'll 4. 

DC/L tJIAS ICVI 

4...6.>4J 
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LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Stockholm, Svieden 
l:larch 12, 194-5 

Brigadier General William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

War Refugee Board 
V/ashington, D. C. 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

In accordance with our recent cable there is enclosed 
/ 

a translation of the article which appeared in Dagens 
/ 

Nyheter regarding the activities of the Swe.dish representa-
/ 

tive in Budapest in behalf of the Jews. 

Attaclunent - 1 

Sincerel;)' yours, 

~e,~ 
Iver C. Ol(t;n 

Special Attach~ for 
War Refugee Board 



SOURCE: Dagens Nyheter, !;larch 6, 1945. 

Swedish Achievements In Hungary 

Race With Jew Train to the Border. 

Many thousand Jews and other preys of persecution in Budapest 
say to this day: "The Jews in Warsaw defended themselves, 
the Danish Jews were protected by I::ing Christian, the Dutch 
Jews were protected by the population itself, but we have been 
saved b_y the Swedes. " 

He who tells us this is a Hungarian who arrived in 
Stockholm some weeks ago after a fante.stic journey through 
Germany; he can not find the words to express his gratitude 
for the spirit of self-sacrifice, the indefatigableness and 
the heroic courage shown by the entire Swedish Legation in 
Budapest ruH1 private Swedes in that cit~r, when the persecutions 
were at their worst. There are two names which the Hungarians 
put at the top of th~list: the Head of the Legation 1 s Section 
B, Attach~ Raoul Wallenberg, and the Swedish "Lector" at the 
Budapest University, Waldemar Langlet. The detailed description 
he gives of their achievements justifies this reputation. 

It may be recalled that Admiral Horthy- at one time, after 
the personal letter from King Gustav, agreed' that Swedish 
protective passports might be issued for some thousand 
Hungarian Jens, who v1ere connected with Sweden through relatives 
or business coJmections. 

Our source tells us that however extensive the persecu­
tion of Jews was under the Szotai Government, there nevertheless 
occurreilno executions in Budapest itself, no deportations, and 
those who were in possession of Swedish passports were not 
affected by any measures. The real atrocities started when 
Szalasy came into power, ;then protective passports did not . 
help. The Swedish Legation's Section B, however, immediatel'y 
started action to protect the legal rights but met with hard 
resistance. One night the Minister of Internal Affairs 
personally rumounce'd on the air that protective passports no 
longer v1ere valid, news which caused a tremendous panic among 
all those who had papers of this type. 

Raoul Wallenberg, however, took the bull by the horns; he 
went to Szalasy personally and was me·t with the question, why 
were the Swedes interested in Hungarian Jews. Attach~ Wallen­
berg's answer became a sermon on humanity and after one hour's 

_, 



: 

• • 
- 2 -

conf'erence he returned with Szalasy's written assurance that 
the Sv1edish protective passports v1ere valid and that the 
authorities were to respect them. 

Swedish Houses 'i!ere Given Extraterritorial Rights. 

Nothing was impossible for Wallenberg. During the worst 
period, anonymous letters in which he was threatened with 
death, were sent to him, stones were thrown at his car, and 
everything was done to try to prevent hirn from seeing his 
proteges: armed gansters were sent out to pursue him, but 
nothing could make him give up. 

He succeeded in making the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs recognize the Hungarian Jews who had Swedish protective 
passports as foreign citizens vti th rights as such. Moreover, 
Wallenberg succeeded in arranging that these Jews, almost 5,000, 
were billeted in so-called Swedish Houses. These houses were 
given extraterritorial rights and enjoyed every possible pro­
tection. None of these Jews had to carry the obligatory David 
Star. All this happened, our source contin;;.es, in a cit;y 
where the Gestapo and the "Pillwrs Men" behaved with the ut­
most brutality. In the middle of the night Raoul Vlallenberg 
would fetch people from the prisons who had been arrested 
despite their protective passports, in the darlcest of nights 
he would drive to the Swedish Houses with medicines or help 
for the sick. For there was one restriction: Jews living in 
the Swedish Houses were not allowed to leave them. Everything 
the;~r needec1 had to be sent to them, and the Legation was 
indefatigable in this activity. 

"None Leaves This Place As Long As I'• Live.''... 

Once Attache Wallenberg received a message that the 
Hungarian Military Authorities intended to talce some of the 
inhabitants of the Swedish Houses for labor service. He 
immediately went to the Military Staff, but the lengtllY 
negotiations seemed futile. The toVln' s Commandant said: "If your 
proteges do not report, they will be considered deserters and 
hung immediately." 

Wallenberg then had to return to the "Swedish Quarter" 
without having achieved anything. There he was met with the 
news that one patrol already had arrived to .~etch the men who 
could work. Wallenberg reproached his people for having let 
anyone intrude on extraterritorial premises. ·He was told that 
the patrol was armed, but this did not prevent. }lim from going up 
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to the leader of the patrol and shouting so that the whole 
qua.rter could hear it: 

"This is S'.·iedish territory! You have nothing to do 
here! 11 

"I have orders to fetch from this place all the men who 
can worlc" , was t;1e answer. 

"None will leave this place. If you try to take anyone 
away you will have to answer to me. As long as I live none 
will be talcen out of here. First you will have to shoot me." 

The soldiers did not quite know what to do, and gradually 
left the place. Later the Commandant asked Wallenberg for a 
conference, a request he at once follov1ed. The negotiations 
lasted one hour, after vrhich Wallenberg returned with a paper 
from the Commandant saying that Jews under Swedish protection were 
exempted from labor service. 

Racing With A Deportation Train. 

The same night the S·11edish Attach~ received another 
alarming report: eleven persons with .Swedish protective pass­
ports had been arrested by the Gestapo, and what was worse, had 
already been thrown into a railway carriage. Not a second 
could be lost. Wallenberg raced to the railway station in his 
car, but the train with the Jews had already left the station. 
The destination was Vienna. 

In his car, Wallenberg then pursued the train and caught 
up with it at a station near the German border. The train made 
a stop there ·and Wallenberg succeeded in getting hold of the 
commander; ten minutes later his people were let out of the 
sealed carriages. The others, v1ho could not be saved, had to 
go on to German territory in the dirty, overfilled carriages. 

. i . f; 
Just when the Russian troops were entering the suburbs 

of Budapest, an old man entered the Consalate. The man said he 
was working at the Printer's Athaeneum, one of the largest 
firms of this kind in Hungary, which by that time had been 
confiscated. He shov1ed Wallenberg a pulled proof of a proclama·i;ion 
in which "workers, Jews and suppressed" were encouraged to rise 
against the ,Germans and the "Pilkors Men" and use their weapons. 
The typographer told Wallenberg that 30o;ooo copies of the 
leaflet were to be printed and distributed by aeroplane as a 
provocation. The idea was to bring about a. revolt in order to 
arrest all who were found with weapons in, hand. 

j ~ " 
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Wallenberg did not hesitate, he at one e went' to Sza.lasy, 
The latter said he knew nothing about the provocation, and the 
result was that the leaflets were never thrown out. 

Langlet's Passports Saved 2,000 Lives. 

We mentioned above that the Swedish Legation could onl;)' 
issue a certain number of protective passports, and only to such 
persons who fulfilled fixed conditions, The Swedish "Lector" at 
the University, the 70 year old Waldemar Langlet, however, 
succeeded in saving many lives through his measures as repre­
sentative of the Swedish Red Cross. He issued special Nrotective 
letters with texts printed in gold print in Hungarian, erman, 
French and Russian, and with photos, signatures, dates, stamps 
and seals, so that they acquired an extraordinary "impressiveness". 
These letters saved many from disappearing in concentration 
camps, from loosil1g all their belongins, yes even from loosing 
their lives. These letters, our source says, will for a long 
time to come, remain some of the most beautiful documents of 
human kindness. At least 2,000 people, among them children 
down to 3 and 4 years of age, were saved in this manner. 

Finally, our source stresses that the Swedish Legation did 
n~limit its help to Jews alone, it helped wherever it 
possibly could, The atrocities under the "Pilkors Men" regime, 
however, were all too many. Gangsters harrie.d in the streets, 
stole, burnt, murdered and plundered. As· a whole., the police 
behaved all right - there we1·e exceptions, but other authorities 
were so much worse, · 

The Catholic nuns and monks did much besides hiding 
thousand's of the persecuted in the cloisters. 'In one,.nun's 
cloister a secret print-works was installed for the printing of 
identification papers. At one time when the Szalasy men demand­
ed a million pengo for the release of some Jews, the Benedictine 
and the Cistercien monks 9ontributed one half of the amount. l. 



I "" SOURCE: Dager, • Nyheter, March 6, 1945 • ,; 
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SWEDISH ACHIEVEMENTS IN HUNGARY. 

SVENSK BRAGD I UN,G.ERN 
l(appkorning 
med judetag 

mot .. gransen 
Mauga tusen judar och andra !Or­
fiiljda i Budapest sager den dag som 
i dag iir: "Judama i Warszawa fOr .. 
svarade sig sjiilva, de danska ju­
darna tog kung Christian under be­
skydd, de holliindska skyddades av 
befollmingen sjiilv, men oss bar 
svenskarna riiddat" 

Den som berattat detta iir en ung­
rare som fOr ncigra veckor sedan kom 
till Stockholm efter en iiventyrlig resa 
genom Tyskland och icke har ord nog 
niir han skall ge uttryck at sin tack­
sainbet for den offervilja, den outtrott­
lighet och det hjiiltemod som hela 
svenska heskickningen i Budapest och 
svenska prlvatpersoner i "staden visade 
niir fOrfOijelserna p8gick som v3rst. 
Det 8.r tva namn som tu1graren satter 
frfunst p3. listan: chefen fOr legatio­
nens B-avdelning, attache Raoul Wal­
lenberg, och sven9ke lektorn vid Bu­
dapests universitet, Waldemar Lang let. 
Den detaljerade skildring han ger av 
deras insat.ser ger belagg fOr omdOme .. 
nas riktighet. · 

Som man erinrar sig gick pa sin tid 
riks!Orestaudare Horthy efter det per­
sonliga brevet frau kung Gustaf med 
pa att svenska skyddspass skulle fa 
utfiirdas fOr nBgra tusen ungerska ju .. 
~ar vilka genom slaktband eller af .. 
fiirsforbindelser hade anknytning till 
Sverige. 

- Hur pass omfattande jude!OrfOI­
jelserna an var tm.der Szotadregimen, 
sa !Orekom dock i sjiilva Budapest inga 
avrB.ttniilgar, inga deportationer, och 

·'Forts, sista sitlan, spalt ~ex, 

Sa har ser ell ao de skyddsbreo ut &om hjiilpte mtlngen undan fiir{iiljelsm 



Svensk bragd. . . (Forts. fra~ sid. 1) 

5.000 judar fick forsorjas 
I internerade i "svenska husen" 
de som innehade de svenska passen 
berOrdes icke av nc3.gra aktioner, berB.t­
tar Dagens Nyheters sagesman. De 
verkliga grymheterna bOrjade nB.r pil­
korsmannen Szalasy kom till- makten, 
da hja!pte inga skyddspass. Den 
svenska legationens B-avdelning satte 
emellertid ofOrdri:ijligen i g8.ng med 
aktion fOr att tillvarata de rB.ttmiitiga 
intress·ena, men stOtte p3 hart mot­
stand. En kviill kungjorde inrikesmi­
nistem personligen i radio att skydds­
passen inte llingre var giltiga, nAgot 
som fOrde med sig en oerhOrd panik 
bland alia som hade dylika papper. 

Raoul Wallenberg tog emellertid 
tjuren vid homen, han gick personli­
gen till pilkorsledaren och mOttes 
med frB.gan varfOr sveriskarna egent­
ligen tog sig an de ungerska judar­
na. Attache Wallenbergs svar blev 
en predikan om humanitet, ocb efter 
en timmes fOrhandlingnr B.terviinde 
ban med Szalasys skriftliga •fOrsiik­
ran att de svenska skyddspassen var 
giltiga och att myndigheterna skulle 
respektera dem. 

Svenskhus fick exterri· 
torialratt. 

Ingenting var omojligt for Wallen­
berg, Under de upprOrda dagarna ho­
tade man honom i anonyma brev med 
dOden, man kastade sten p8. hans bil, 
man fOrsOkte pa aillt satt gOra det 
omOjligt fOr honom att besOka sina 
skyddslingar: bevapnade gangster 
skickades att fOrfOlja honom, men inget 
fOrmcidde honom att ge efter. 

Han lyckades uppna att det ungerska 
utrikesdepartementet erkiinde de un­
gerska judar. vilka hade ~enska 
skyddspass som m:iindska medb'orgare 

' med samma riittigheter som dessa. 
Wallenberg lyckades vidare ordna sa 
att dessa judar - nfumare 5.000 -
fick logeras in i s. k. svenska hus. Des­
sa hus fick extenitorlalriitt och iitnjot 
alltsa alit tlinkhart skydd. Ingen av 
dessa judar behOvde heller biira den 
annars obligatoriska D:avidsstjBrnan. 

Alit detta hiinde, forts!itter tidnin­
gens sagesm3n, i en stad .dar Gestapo 

. oeh pllkorsmiinnen gick fram med 
: storsta .brutalitet. Mitt i natten hiim-

!~~~ ~~~ w~-e~~~L..ur .. ~12~~~~ 

Ltklor Waldemar Lang let, UP!>fiJ;rnin,gsrili 
Ungernviin. 

det. Tltget gjorde uppeht.ll d!ir, den 
svenske diplomaten 1yckadcs f8 tag 1 
befiilhavaren, och tio minuter sena­
re sUipptes hans folk ~t ur den plom .. 
berade vagnen. De iiterSt8endC, soin 
ingen ktu1de l'iidda livet pii, fick i de 
smutsiga och iiverlyllda vagnarna 
fortsiitta in p8 tyskt onrr8de. 

I det ogonblick de ryska truppema 
redan var inne i Budapests fOrstiider 
kom en gammal man in pii konsulatet. 
Mannen bedittade att han arbetade l 
tryckeriet Athaenewn, ett av Ungerns '"­
stOrsta fOretag i sitt slag, som nu tagits 
i beslag, och han visade Wallenberg· 
ett kon·ekturavdrag av en proklama .. 
tion, vari "arbetare, judar och under .. 
tryckta11 uppmanades gOra motsUind 
mot tyskar och pilkorsmiin och Rnviin• 
da Sina vapen. 

Typografen beriittade att det:ta fiyg­
blad skulle tryckas i 300.000 exemplar 
och spridas fran fiygplan som en pi'O· 
vokation, Man ville Rstadkomma ett 
uppror och alltsa utan vidare kunna 
hiikta-dem som pD.triiffades rued vapen 
I hand. 

Wallenberg tvcknde inte, han gick 
p& nytt till Szillas;r.-:: l>CJme fiirkln­
rado sig.inte ha_ v.emt·om.provoka­
tiouen, och slutct -pii visan-\btev ntt 
¥!u.;..l..1 .. .1--- .. t.-:r-:-.1--0:U.!._ ••• ~ •. _ 


