











Istanbul, February 17, 1945

dear ir, Ambassador:

I have been inform-d that & group of Americans
in Istenbul have collncted amony themselves a quantity
of used clothing for needy peoples in Bulgaria. Bscause
of the reported ;reat need of clothling by the people
in that country, this American group has taken this
step &s tholr contribution toward the amelioration of
the present difficult situation in that country,
Qaturally, In order to meke this desire effective, I am
informed, it is necessary that they have an export
license in order to ship this clothing to Bulgeria.
I am advised that if an export tasx must be pald, this group
18 prepared to meet it,

I am presenting the information to you as I have it.
I em sure that it would be regerded as most helpful if
the Embassy were to apply for an export license in order
that these c¢lothes mizght be shipped.

1f there 1s any more informetion required, it can be
sscured from Mr., Joseph Levy of the New York Times, in
Istanbul, who has this matter in hand.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Herbert Katzki

Honorable Laurence A, Steinhardt
Ambasgsador to Turkey

Amerlcan Enbasay

Anksra

HKs VH




CONSISTOIRE CENTRAL
des
JUIFS EN BULGARIE

Dear uir. Katzky,

our delegation has veturned and has reported sbout their
discussion with you, as welil as about your readiness to assist
our Jewish countrymen, who had to g0 through many hardships,
as much as possible.

In this letter we include an account of the sittuation of the
Jews in Bulgaria, as wel. as alist of the necessary materials.

Ye take the liberty to assert what our vicepresidenthas
spoken to you,namely that the Bulgarian Government promise to
Zive their assistence;the Government, however, are in such dif-
ficult position since the Facsist regime that they can help very
1ittle not only us Jews, but also the Bulgarian Nation itselfl
Therefore any help xiven from a Iorc.sun country torour Jerish
fellowcountrymen, whose financial position is fallen %o a quite
low standard, will be of great importance, a.d also cratefully
wellcomed.

: Wwe hope that with your assistance and agitation among the
Jewish society in America we shall Tecieve the necessary help -
These subsida we are willing te recieve in form of a loan, which
ve shall pay back as soon as the financial situation of the

Jews here has improved.

Besides it is necessarytthat credit imstitutions with
foreign capitals be founded in our country,which are to give
again the possibility of work to our artisans and merchants,
since they have lost all their savings and merchandises. These
last cannot be round nowadays throughout the country, even at
high price.

Ve shall send you documents for all this, which will be
shown in front of the National Law Courts!

e hope that the relations which we shall establish with
your help, will be of great importance for the Bulgarian Jews.

Awaiting a soon answer which we shall giedly, read, we are




CONBISTOIRE CENTRAL ’,
des
JUIF8 EN BULGARIE

nuial ey of Jews i: Bulparis amounts to- 47000, of which
halr inhubit 50t ia.is you certainly krow, they have been sent away
"ronw the capitsl in May 1943, in regdrd to be send further ;O}O¢a“A
Mhis last could fortunztely not hap;en, thanks %0 a disapproving
jublic opinton, »hich i spite @° the fucsist recime, waz able to
i bhrour* her voic-. The Jewe 07 3Zo7ia were cénceéntraited in
about beenty jrovincial towns. AF that time one could seethe nu-
torbunate Jews from Sofislab.z5000) sell their small property whicl
he? remaiued 3°ter the spoliations of the facsist laws, in order ¢
bu lesv. the clty, in which 'thelr familieshad lived Tor centuries.
The teasanbts from theenvironments came to buy thinzs at a low
irice Trom the Jeslilsh houses. The Jews beeins i: need, exhibited
their fev¥ things in front of their houses and on the streets, in
order to get come money and to part into an unknown future. Others
sho till had come furniture, were not zble to sell them during the
thiee doys given them betore parbiu,;, left-thém fo persons who pro
m merdbto bake cure of them. A sreat pa:t was stolen in conseguence,
th rest £0lé ut exceedin.ly low.prdces. The Jews arrived at the
brovinelial towns, deprived of everithing, and therefore had to gmet
bhelr Cood from comwon kitchens, living here anc there. ¥ow they
have to return, in ord.r to begsln again a somerhat nobmallife and
tn reestablish their former occupstions. snd find ways and means of
exiwting 1o their nétive city. The- province %a: altagether stranse
ahd unknown to them. Here. in Sofia they find their homes either
Lobbed or demollished by tt - mhardments. Neither the.tradesman

“uor the arfissns are bble to be.in working. .

The Jews from the provinces, 1: kewise, have QuﬁTeled sreatly u..d
er the antigemitic laws. Deprived o. %the.r poodg,. hindered %o ex-
ercise their. proffescions they had the only advantage, not to hve
beéh pushed but of their homes.

Up %o September 9th 1944, the day of the arriva:of tne new Aus.
taceist ZJoveriunent- the National Front, The jews were distributed
in thedifferent towns as follows: X
1.k Lovdif 6200 11. Vratza 1500 21.Prdvadia 473
cellusses Hco0c 12. Rasgrad 1124 2. Berkovitza 450
3vKusbendil 3800 13.Yambil 1100 23. Tshirpan 427
4,FPleven 3300 2B4 Ldm 1050 24. Novi Basar 406




- 5.Vidin =634 e JBeb 25, Lova Saporas 367

C.ohownen 2613 b 3 &8 26.Dobriteh - - ;- - 554
/e Fasardjikeses Inotat 305 27.50fia 300
G.Dupnitza 2350 iven 708 z8.53ela Slatina 65
Yeiagkove 1694 19, Sanokov 584 9. Lukovit . 26o
10.Ferdinand1§16 20.G6rna Djumaja 529 “hher place- 2650

31003 408657 4595
ATter the Sth September, the Jews of the cdpital, naturall ¥
try to return to their homes in Sofia.This very moment it ig
dirficult to determineexactly the number of those who have already
returned. This retmrning has not yet ceased. It still continues.
The means of transport aremost af alioccupied for military needs
and it i:. quite diffieult to trdvel, so the returninyg of the Jews
is accompanied by nany difriculties., Nevertheless the aimber of
Jers in Sofia.encreases every day.

The Je.s in Bulgaria are Bulgarian citizen in their majority.
The foreizn citizen amon. them are only1o75(25. &. 1943), of
which ,o0st were s5panish(211). The erst Italians(146), Greek(?30 :
Turks(125) ete.

‘Having the sumber of thos eJews vho took their food rTrow the
com:on kitchens, we recon the number o those in great need teith-
out any meedsof existance)lto be at least about “Toooo0.-

In order to help those iz need ag viell as a grest partof smsll
merc ante and artisans, wethink that & distribufion of clothing

d momey silibe neceseary. 2revsure that th bis orraiisat
chich Bav: chusern 7ot to undertaks this ancuete, il:find wayc end
means to send the neces ry 1s of money ¢hich .illhelp -he rea-
test part possiblz ot Je-s in the country.

Concerning +the juestion of an efficient controle, we take
the liberty to iay._ ru trgt the Jews ir Bulgaris are oriZa~
nized in communities, which are underbthe gontrole of theCentral
Consistorium ir Sofiz. It is natural.tha* the Fistribu+ion in the
ditferent comm.a.ties will be done under +hé controle of the Cen-
tral Consistorium.The members of the Comsistorium are chosen by th
aimisten of inner affairs. e hope that the Consistorium ts - pLufe
fici-ut assurancefor all coatrole exercized by it.







oanuary 10, 1¢45

io Juah aon-s and  oriecal ienstr £ Courvelsler

Lels ive to rali=f four Bulperia ene¢ 30,000 peirs of sho:g for
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Translation January 30, 1945

Broadcasts Recelved in Bulgarilan

18:30 Sofia 552, 9N

ihe Relief Committee of the city (Sofia) had its first
public meeting at the House of the Jewish reople, at which
time Mr. Laliu Chirkov spoke on the subject of: The meaning
and importance of the relief movement.

The speaker, after having described the struggle that
the relief organizstion carried on illegally for more than
20 years, read a report of the actlvities undertaken from
the 9th of September to the 1st of January, 1945.

Up to the latter date was collected the sum of 37,992,638
levas., Of this sum, 1,230 families of partisans received a
sum total of 5,700,000 levas, 830 families of prisoners in the
camps of concentration (political prisoners) received the sum
total of 3,470,000 levas, 420 families of soldiers received
the sum of 16,000,000 levas, etc,




Translation January 25, 1945

Broadcasts Received in Buliarian W

06:45 GiT Sofia v 353100 I

The address to the Judges, made by the National Attorney
General of the National Court, Georgi Petroff, concerned the
second cabinet of Bogdan Filoff, which was o mposed as follows:

Bogdan Filoff President

Gabrovsky Minister of Interior
Bojiloff Minister of Finances
Vassileff Minister of Public Lends

above also participated in the first Filoff cabinet, )

Yotsoff Hinister of Public Instruction
Partoff Minister of Justice

Ueneral Mihoff Minister of ‘War

Radoslavofr

The Attornsy ueneral accused the second Piloff cabinet of
having continued the disastrous policies of the rfirst Filoff cabinet
in Bul.aria

(Follows a review of their pro-German and anti-Russien policies,
in spite of German reverses at the hands of the Russians.)

The #inlster of Interior, Gabrovsky, was the instigator of
mass internments, From the time when General Loukoff was killed,
he insinuated the idea of pursuing the Communists. Mass arrests
were effected and more than 1,600 persons, men and women were
sent to concentration camps, According to the diary of Filoff,
the assassinations of Panteff and Sotirp Yaneff had nothing to do
with the Communists, There was then in Bulgaria a social movement
under the aegis of Zancoff, and General Loukoff, Panteff and
Sotiroff, a.tracted by material profits, tried to take power. In
order to t ake preventive m easures and to hinder this, a conference
took place at the palace., After the assassination of General
Loukoff, in order that the authorities might not be aceused of it,
Gabrovsky spread the ildea of attributing it to the Communists,

Free Masons and Jews, According to the testimony of Hristo Petroff,
General Loukoff was the victim of the deceased King Boris, It was
sbhe seme .as to Panteff and Sotir Yaneff, and the Comwnists hag
‘nothing t6. do with it. Furthermore, it is necessary to recall the
accusation, made by General Loukoff in a speech, against the King
and hls Government during a meeting of the Sobranie in RPN

“hen Gabrovsky re-enforced the sanctions against the Jews, Commun-
ists and ....... Minister Gabrovsky must suffer the penalties of the
responsibilities incumbent upon him, Gabrovsky, 1n order to safe-
guard the honor of the King and the Government, proposed the
Introduction of the following:




i

-

a) A campaign of extreme severlity to be undertaken against the
Gommunists, Jews and Free Masons;

b) Yromulgation of a reqard to be ziven to the one who would
point out the assassin of General Loukoff; and

c) Formation of a leadership for the country, ready to take offense
at the working class, and the elimination of all those who gave
indications that they distrusted the King.

From all the ‘oregoing it is clearly to be seczn that the
assassin of Jeneral Loukoff, of Chief of Police Panteff and of
Sotir Yaneff, is the King and all his court camarilla, Gabrovsky
continued to sustain the policles of the first Filoff ceblnet, and
whi vas in power, gave to the nation the most of its victims,

said the Attorney ieneral, is the biography of Gabrovsky.

Bogdan Filoff, in his first and second ca&binets, was the first
violin of pro-German politics, snd toward this end he lowered him-
self to the status of a lackey. (Follows a description of his pro-
Germen tendencies which cost the country dearly.) He must be called

to account as provided for in the law,

Dobri Bojiloff, outside of the fact that he must suffer the
consequences which devolve upon hils participation in the first
cabinet of Filoff, must be accused of having been a fanatical
source of pro-German politics, He transformed Bulgsria, through
his financial and economic concessions in favor of t he Germans,
into a completely German colony. 4t 3

Ing, Wasgsileff must suffer the consequences of his acts in
the first Filoff cabinet., He was a good German follower and a
great anti-Semitic. He was equally the adversary of the URSS and
slandered that country during a speech which he made at Lom. He
described the URSS as a country containing 160 million inhabitants
living under injustice. Wassileff is a Communist renegade, who
incited persecutions against the Jews, and upheld the declaration of
war against the U.S.A, end England. He mhst suffer the consequences
of his acts,

frofessor Borls Yotzoff: (Follows accusations that he upheld

_the penal laws providing for the execution of minors; that he

wished to change the Bulgarian-alphabet for Latinl he gave the order
that 21l minors who did not subscribe to pro-Germen, anti-nstional
politics should be put out -of doors. It was asked that he be made
to suffer the consequences of his acts.)

Koto Partoff: (The National Attorney. General, referring to
his statements concerning Yotzoff, said that Partoff must also be
held responsible, and #&sked that he suffer the consequences of his
acts.) -




General Nicolas Mihoff: (He was accused of adapting him-
self to pro-German politics and of having been & 'member of the
TCHETVORKA (the four) of which the president was the late King
Boris. The Attorney General said that the TCHETVORKA decided the
interior and exterior policies of Bulgaria, after which the approba-
tion of the Council of Ministers was asked., It was demsnded that
he be held responsible for his acts.) =

Nicolas Zaharieff was solidly pro-German in politics, snd
nothing has béen shown to the contrary. He contributed to the
persecution of the Jews, to anti-Bolchevic acts, and others., His
contention thet he was not in agreement with the pro-German policies
carried on by us, cannot be admitted, because if it were true he
would have resipgned. On the contrary he was ambitious to become
a Minister, snd he paid court to the palace. (Follows quotations
of certain pro-German statements made by Zaharieff.) Although he
tries to show himself innocent, Zaharieff is an agitator and he
should be sentenced without clemency.

Wassif Radoslavoff: (Follows the statement that although
this culprit is dead, he should be judged for hils collaboration with

Germany. )

Jentlemen, the Judges, I have set forth for you my sccusations
against the second Filoff cabinet, which through 1ts mlsdeeds
assumed such responsibilities, prejudicing the nation, thst their
sentences must be rigourous and severe, without mitigation and
without mercy. The members ofthe second Filoff cabinet must be
judged according to their deeds and actions, as they deserve.




Bl
ranslation January 25, 1945

Broadcast Received in Bulgarian
21:C0 Sofia 352.9M

Spesch of the Minister of Fropaganda, Dino Kazasoff.

For two weeks the Government has been studying the budget of
the State. It has been studying the question which is the State's
greatest, most complicated and most difficult. Great, because
i1t concerns the whole economic, cultural and administrative 1life
of the country. Complicated, because it concerns the entire needs
of the 1life and development of the people. Difficult, because
it must be mccomplished out of a heritage unbelievably heavy, left
by the Fascist Government.

A1l the funds of the State gathered together int he course of
some decades have been spent. The savings of the industrious have
been transformed into a miserable nothing, because, by reason of
an economic and criminal pollcey, all that was exported to Germeny
in the form of merchandise..sifhe merchandise exported had an
actual value of over 100 millien Levas, and nothing that was exported
can be returned to our country because Hitlerite Germany is irrepar-
ably ruined by Hitler's policies.

The food reserves at the disposal of the Bulgarian people are
exhausted, reserves which the culprits before the courts of the
people exported voluntarily, forcibly, or through invisible loans.
The forced and voluntary loans are already known, the invisable loans
were made through the agency of Treasury Bonds and the increase (s
of banknotes in circulation, which on September 9 exceeded 50 miion
Levas. The increase of banknctes in circulation has reduced in
value the savings of the Bulgarians which were deposited in various
banks and insurance companies, R

The money taken from the Jews by the Single Tax and the
confiscation of their property has also been spent,

As a result, the economy of the country has been ruined and
the finances of the State have collapsed.

fhe agentg of Hitler in Bulgaria remained faithful to the
saying of Louis: IX /sic/, "After me the deluge", but the Bulgarian
people, submerged at the bottom of the water but not yet drowned,
must glve the last vestiges of their strength to reach the shore
of their salvation; and they will succeed. .

They will succeed not only because they are strong and united
. but because the way which ieads to the shore 1s that of a great ideal,
the ideal of a Bulgarla democratic, just, independent, strong and
a lover of liberty.

For the purpose of restoring its value tb the Bulgarian money,
the Government has decided: :




a) Set out a balanced budget based upon the actusl revenues*
and taking into conslderation the exhaustion of the people;

bj Reduce'surplus personnel;

c) Increase the labor capacity of the remaining personnel
by reinforcing dicipline and by bettering their material situation;

d) BEliminate all useless expenses in favor of increase of
production, social aid, etc;

e) Tax those persons whose real property has increased
during the war; : :

f) Falr taxes ......

) Issue a new loan. ‘The Government hass just approved the
law regarding this loan. According to this law, the loan will be
called a "Liberty Loan". It is intended to cover extraordinary
expenses of the Government imposed upon it by the criminal policles
of the former Governments. The loan 1s open to all and bears
5,5% interest. Subscriptions wi’l begin February 15. From that
moment there must be but one desire, that subscriptions exceed the
sum set for the loan, in order to reestablish the economic 1life
of the country. Our country is exhausted by German plundering,
it is deprived of absolute necessities, the peovle are without
clothes and shoes. An enormous sum will be necessary to procure
these necessities, which sum cgn .only be raised through the
generosity of the people in subscribing to the Liberty Loan. The
realization of this loan will mean the realization of our economic
liverty. Our generosity will prove once more the strength .......
upon which the people will erect its future economlic progress.
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Translation: January 2%, 1945
Broadcasts Recelved in Bulgzarian

15:30 GMT Sofia

Luxemburg. 22, Reuter.

The Luxemburg radio announced yesterday that General Eisenhower
stated, in connection with German concentration camps, that after
the liberation of the Innocent who were kept there, these camps will
serve for the Internment of the National-Socialists arrested by the
Allied authorities,




-

Translation: January 22, 1945°

Brosdcasts Received in Bulgarian

18:30 Sofia

Internal news:

“ith the last two sittings, the first, and second high chambers of
the peonle's courts concluded the questioning of witnesses.

Dr. Israel Henri made revelations wncerning the horrible fate
and the pograms against the Jews during the period of the fascist
terror.

Spealting of Jewish labor camps, he declared that it was not a question
of obligatory labor but of black slave labor.

After the questioning of Tihomir Naslednikov, Dr. Ivan Georgiev,
Sava Savoy, Lt. Gol. Thodor Georgiev, Col. (retired) Tadjer and
Violette Pasteurmadkieva, the witness, Georgl Kisselov, made detniled
revelations concerning the missions instructed by the Government, in
urkey. In May 1943, Filov instructed Mr. Kisselov to establish
contact with the English and Americans. During the conversations that
he had, he was warned that if Bulgaria did not accept the conditions,
she would be subject to violent bombardments,

The conditions were: Withdrawal of the military force of occupation of
Yugoslavia, and the breaking of relations Wwith Germany. When the
witness announced that to Filov, the regent pogromadjii 13127 answered
that there would be no bombardments. That it was a war of nerves of
the allies. After the bombardments he was called anew, but this time
by the Prime Minister, Bojilov, who instructed him to establish con-
tact with the English and Americans. He succeeded 4n talking with

the allied representatives through the mediation of Mr. Black.

B e
The English snd:Americans repeted the conditions. He gave a written
report upon the results of these conversations, without receiving any
résponse. Later it was proposed to him to participate in the delega-
tion at Cairo. The witness refused because he had the firm conviction
that Bagrianov was not sincere and that he was following & criminal
policy for the country.




Translation Januery 19,

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian e
10:00 G.H.T. SOFTA 353300 M

Internal news:

The first section of the national court questioned
yesterday the witnesses indicated and cited by the accused.

As a witness of Dorbi Bojiloff, Veurban Angheloff was
questioned. He declared that in virtue of the clearing Zuic_7
concluded by the Marshal of Finances Bojiloff, commercial
tronsactions had to be effected only with Germany, against
payment with depreciated banknotes of the Reich. He declared
that on the advice of the Marshal of Finances Bojiloff,
merchandise was exported by smuzgling into Germany, and that
even the Jews were treated as merchandise. A certain number
of those of Belmorle and of Thrace were sent in sealed cars
to Lublin and Cattovitz in order to be exterminated by the
Germans (by the uermen executioners and their fellows.)
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Translatién: ’ Jenuary 15, 1945 Jﬂ .
21:00 Broadcasts received in French 352 ,9M /

Sofia

The Jewish -and Turkish minorities held their congsess at
Sofia these last few days. On this subject the "Rahotnitchesko Belo',
organ of the communist party, wrote:

Before the Bulgarian leaders of the country is placed the
important problem of attracting toward the new democratic
authority all the national minorities. This will be to the ad-
vantage of the country.

The leadsers of the democratic and anti-fascist forces are consoli-
dated, and the leaders of reaction and fascism are as much limited.

The unity of the patriotic forces of all the nationalities
which live in Bulisaria as minorities will become more powerful.
For emctly that, the principles entirely democratic and free from
all chauvinism must preside over the solution of the guestions of
the national minorities., Before all, it 1s necessary to change
the laws and the legal decrees inherited from the fascist regimes,
which classed the population of foreign origin as citizens of the
second order.

It is indespensable to reestablish here a perfect political
and economic equality. It is necessary to give to the national
minorities the liberty to practice their religion and to be
instructed in their mother tongue,

It is just that the state take care of the expenses of
Instruction, and of the construction of schools for the minorities,
The local authorities who, during the fascist regimes tormented
the population composed of foreign minorities, should-be removed
from power, It 1s necessary to give to this population the
liberty to choose its municipal counselors.

In that which concerns the Musulman population of the Rodhopes
sp=cial care will be necessary to draw it from the lemantable
state of chronic famine and ignorance to which they have been
abandonfied during dozens of years.

It is only through the means of equality in the various
cares to be given to the national minorities, and through an
attitude of brotherhood with them, that we will associate them
with the leadership of the country, and that we will make of them
true anti-fascists and true adherents of the leadership of the
country. B -




Translation Janusry 13, 1945

Broadcasts Recelved in Bulgarian

SOFIA
05,30 G,M, :T. 365,00 M -

News from Abroad:

Haiffa 12, News thet 600 Rumanian Jews have just arrived in
Palestine, the parents of whom perished in R-mania in the p~rformance
of labor inflicted by the Germans before the arrival of the Soviets,




*

Trenslation ’ ’ January 13, 1945

Broadcasts Recelved in Bulgarian éh(

SOFIA {
11:3- G.M.T.

Press Review .
edition
"In the fifteenth @epx of the newspaper The Literary Front # ¥
is published, under the hedding "People of art before the courts of
the natlion", the following: :

My % s #Several political criminels, who ridiculed liberty,
such as Bogdan Filoff, Peter Gabrovsky, Dobri Bojiloff, who deprived
the nation of its 1liberty, of its wellbeing and even of its bread,
have had to appear before the courts of the nation, #i At the
query of the prosecutor 1f he acknowledged himself to be guilty, Bog-
dan Filoff, ex-representative of the dictatorship and & the regency,
answered "No" in a low voice. However # # % % 1t is he who pursued
the communists and it is he wro treeted the Jews as scorned parisahs.
It is he who zave the mastery to the Germans and delivered over
13,000 Jews of Belo-Morie and of Thrace to the German murderers snd
executioners, it is he who accomplished with the greatest eagerness
all the misdeeds. And he does not acknowledge himself as guilty.

- 1Then, said the prosecutor,'Who 1is guilty of the third catastrophe?
Surely, the Nation. ‘Who is then guilty for the concentratlon cemps,
for the bloody struggles, for the selzures by force, for the heads
empaled upon stakes, for the pursuit of hundreds of intellectuals, -
for the famine and devastation of our country?! "The times",

. answered Filoff in a low volce. At the end Filoff acknowledged
that in order to guarantee Bulgarlia and to avoid a German occupation,
he sent to the Gauleiter of Frankfort -- Ambassador to Sofia, Bekerle,-
—— a letter declaring himself the friend of Hitler and the bitter
enemy of bolshevism."

"peter Gaborvsku, the reputed instlgator of the concentration
camps, of varlous plots having as an end to save Bulgaria from the
anti-patriots, the one who loves the Jews and in order to save .them
had them deported to Poland, considering that ~there they would
get along in comfort near their own people, this one who wishes to
demonstrate his heart of an angel, also does not acknowledge himself
guilty. Upon the question of the prosecutor as to why he fled to
Turkey, Gabrovsky answered that he did not flee but went for a trip.
Upon the question of the prosecutor as to why he had wished to
go o America, he denied this, but the prosecutor drew to his atten-
fion that America refused him entrance, snd that 1t was sald to him
that even 1f he want to America he would be claimed by Bulgaria for
the purpose of bring judged, and that 1f Bulgaria did not fry_ himis
he would be tried as a criminal of war in America, and that following
thet he would be beheaded in America (that following that the Americans
would heng him)."




TALAGHA SR January 11, 1945

From Katzki to Judah Lkagnes

sub fect: Levy's reocommendetiors as rsparcs J.C relizf in Bulparis.
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Nuws IT&HS

Hungary, Jenuary =, 1945

L{ is snnouncsd from -ebrecen that in nis last meeting th= provisional
mungerian governmsnt decldnd the nurging of ths hungsriss administra-
tion. ‘Phe purging will bs carrisd out by & cormittee apvointec by
_the government in collaboration with tns Front for Independence. All
nuovlic officials will be sup=rvisad.

BROADCAST: KHaCEIVED Ik BULGARIAN, January

London: 9: Keuter: Churchill today had an interview with Dr.
Soubachiter /propossd Foreign. minister of Jugoslavia/.

Lt is =xtremely orobzble that thz British Prime i ister, lir. Churceill
will shortly be rec=ivec by King ~‘eter of Jugoslavie.

London: ¢: Heuter: th- Selgian Prims linister, wmr. Pisrlot, in an
interview given to ths sinlomatic corrascondent of heutsr, declared
that he will mset with Churchill endg sden, as w3ll as with the
ritish Ministar of War Treasport. ‘he principal qusstion to be
treated is the rensbilitetion of Belgium tirough food and raw mater-
ials. <+t iz not a gusstion of feeding ths peopls of Belgium,

Kp. Pisrlot dsclarac, but of feecing Belgian inéustry.

The -ofia 18:30 broadcast geve an account of the intsrrogation by

the First susrems Charber of the Tribunal of the People of Hristo
Vassilev, Minister of Coummercs in the Bagrianov cabinet, who protested
his innocence, Ytnis is part of a sariss of interrogations, summer-
ized in the Sofia 21:00 broadcast. The Second Suoreme Chamber of

the Tribunal of the Peonls interrogabed soms smaller fry, woo &lso
protested their innocence. :

The following item is from the Sofia 13:00 broadcast:

un: of ths greast victims of *fascism in Bulgaria was the Jewish
minority. Foliticians without scruples, like Filov, (-abrovski,
Doteho Hristov, rushesc like ferocious beasts on the defsnsslass
Jowish minority, to please their German masters. ‘hey prevared for
ths Jewish people of Bulgaria the fate of their brothers in Poland,
Germany, whsre the barbarians of the upper classes (de 1la classe
supérisure) massacred a grest number of Jéws.

The Jéws of Bulgaria were happy to escape a siwilar fate, thanks to
the intervention of the democratic forces of the Bulgarian people,
which did not let itself be led by the low instincts of a single
minority, anc¢ thanks to the Red Army which liberated Bulgaria from
the fascist yoks.

Since the 7th crt. the first frse Confsrence of the Jewish Communities
in Bulgaria and of the Conmittees of the National ¥Front (?) has been
taking place in Sofia. The Conference was inaupurated by the fresi-
dent of'.the Central Copnsistoire, DpL;nggggmL¥after waich Lt, Col.
Jivkov salute~thetonlerence in une name of the Workers' rarty,
recalling the fight which the party carried on against Fascism and
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the active part taken by tne Jews in that fight,

Tha Conference was saluted by Beniech, repres=nting the. Jewish
ngggglﬁy_gf_ﬁulganiat ile expréssed tne happinzss of the Jews at
beling able to come togelher freely for the Confserence, in a frse
and damocratic country.

e racelle  the traglc fate of tho Jows of Jugoslavia, where of
75,000 Jews thers exist today not mors than 12,000,

Jacques Nathan, president of the Central Committee of the Hational
Front and Prssid=nt of the Central Jewi3hﬂbonsigggingulgwgulgggiézr
eavs a detailsd r=port on the subject: "Ihe Hational tusstion and
the Jews"., He relatsed with great ,...... the devalopment of the
nationsl question and traced t-e future of the Jswish vsople in
bulgeria in a sincers and brotherly collaboration between Jews and
bulparians, with e derocratic regime and in a dsmocratic orgsniza-
tion liks ths MNatlonel Front,

e appealed to all tne Jsws of dulgaris to lend all aid necessary
to accomplish the program of the National Front., s related the
participstion ol the Jnws of Sulgaria in the active fight ageinst
fascism.

The aftsarnoon was spent in dsbataes on the big report, and all tue
orators, representing the Jewish Communities oi Bulgaria, &pproved
of the rsevort in their speeches and demended energetic aic for tne
government of the Netional Front.

Yssterday wr. Yoroham gave a revort on the volitical situation of

the country and of the Jews. At the same tims Ilir. ltayer, S=ecretary
of tne “onsistoire, gave a rort on the organization and the activi-
tiss O ThE TomsTEtotre,

e rscalled the closs contact which sxists bstwsen the govarnment
and t-e Consistoire, as woll as the' eid received from ths government.

liati Tssakova gave & revort on the stete of the Jewish schools,

§6 8orely trisc by fascism. :,

The same evening, ths Jewish‘Community of Bofla offersd & dinnar to
the representatives. Kosta Loultshev, Speaking in thz nam= of ths
S:ciel-Derocratic narty and Nikolas .atev for tae workars! Zarty,

“took the occasion to salute those present. The Yonfer:nc: is

¢ontinuing.




1N REPLY REFER TO

FILE NO.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Istanbul, Turkey,
December 30, 1944.

Dear Mr. Katzki:

The following is a paraphrase of a tele-
gram for you, dated December 28th, trensmit-
ted by the American Consul General in Jeru-
salem on behalf of Dr. Magnes: .

30,000 pairs of shoes have been
ordered for Bulgaria, enceavoring to e B
obtain export permit--warm clothing-4+
and hope to mske first shipment in
about two weeks.

"jould appreciate your informing
Joseph Levl in Sofia and would also
welcome suggestions with regard to
distribution and supervision in Bul-
garia. Ve have sent & telegram con-
cerning transit facllitles through
Turkey to Foreign Relations in ETTA
Red Cross.

"please dlscuss with Him the ques-
tion of supervision and distribution
and the possibility of his going to .
Sofia for that purpose."

“Sincerely youré,

74,%76'2«%_

arry L. Troutman,
American Consul.

Herbert Katzkl, KEsquire,
Misir Apt. 8,
Beyoglu.




Translation: December 28, 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian
18:30 Sofia 352.9M

Press Review: ,
The newspaper "Rabotnitchesko Delo (Workers' Cause) published
today in a prominent spot an article entitled "The Tyrannies
of the Hitlerites in Bulgaria," in which was saed among other
things:

a6 3 3 S 3

The Hitlerite of the Gestapo, Mr. Beckerls, the man with
a criminal aspect, acted the master in the country as in his
own establishment, He came and went from the Ministerial Council
whenever 1t suited him.

When the Ministerial Council held session to take the dreadful
decision to declare war against England &nd theUnited States,
Beckerle visited the session three times to urge them to haste.

He requested the Bulgarian Government to send 20,000 Jews
of Belomorie to their massacre in Poland. He menaced all the
Jews of Bulgaria, but fate saved the lives of dozens of thousands
of unfortunates.

Beckerle ruled without restraint in the country. His word
was law to the officials. Even the Bulgarian Gaulleiter, King
Boris, trembled before the German Gaulleiter. % % & & %




Translation December 24, 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

06.30 C.M.T. SOFIA 353,00M

News from abroad:

London. 23. News that at Cracow the Germans have exterminated
the Jews from the concentration camps, News that according to
information 20,000 Jews wers massacred and that at Cracow there
only remain 5C0 Jews.
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Translation:
DECEMBER 21, 1944
BROADCASTS RECEIVED
R IN BULGARIAN
18:30 Sofia 352,9M

fteport of Borls Marcoff on the second day of the stting of the
people's court. !

(Extracts)

hose who advised the deceased King Borls, who prepared end
rewrote his speeches, who participsted in the Interviews with
Filo(?), who met with high-placed *erman personalities, who
discussed interior and exterior politics of the country, who had
contacts with the German spy system, today declare that they

know nothing of any of that. They were only plain officials, they
say, snd thelr responses to the questions ssked were vague and
evasive, ®wuch as no, perhaps, probably, etc. XhmxxBaxmekxkrawuxkhak
AfEERXKRAXBERREXAEXBRXnRxRabraudjaxx & & # & They know nothing
about the hangings of patriots in Bulgaria, and they would say
that they have just learned about these things.,

Mr, Gruev only did his duty insofar as he was an officlal and he
is as pure as crystal.

But upon the intervention of the member of the tribunal, Mr.

Stefen Manoff, who said to him: "The Bulgarian people already

know everything; it would be better to unburden your conscience",
lir. Gruev assumed & timorous air. He knows nothing., He knows only
that the King called his brother, the Prince Cyrille, "Kiki",

that Prince Cyrille hsd numberless debts, IOU's throughout the
country and abroad which he did not pay, and nothing else.

But who then advised the choice of this prince as Regent of Bulgaria?
He only shrugged his shoulders. .

£

After the questioning of the Prime Mimister of King Boris, Mr, Gruev,

came the turn of his second councillor, Dr. George Handjieff,
who 1s the second to be tried, He fulfilled the functions of
head of the cabinet of the King, under the title of Minister
Plenipotentiary. He denied any knowledge of the polltics of the
counpry, and.although he accompanied the late King Borils upon his
interview with Hitlel, he knew nothing of what took place.

Hand jieff claimed that his principal duty was to distribute civil
and military orders of merit, 66,000 of them to German officers and
soldiers. - - )

He took part in aspy work in the palace, and he was in contact wi th
Peter Perechtanoff, the hangman of the police and of the gastapo.
He admitted that he had received Mr. Berkerle and other German
personalities in his office, but only for friendly\conversation.




Istanbul, Decembsr 21, 19244

ugar Mr. fmbassador:

I shall try to reach you on the telephone in order to
Live you the following faects which have been brought to my
attention early this afternoon. However, I am putting them
in a letter so that you will have full information.

I sdvised you yesterday afternoon by telephone that,
acoording to information received in Istenbul, the Rusalans
had granted permission for the 608 emlgrants detained at
Stara Zagora to proceed from Bul.arie en route to Palestine.
The first _roup of 280 persons hes arrived at Kara=-Agag, the
Turkish frontier station at the Bulgarian borders I am advised
that this group, comprising Hungarians, 1s travelling on seven
collective passports, Undoubtedly, the balance of the Stara
Zagora group already is en route for Turkey.

The representatives of the Jewlsh Agency In Isggakglwgq
ecalled upon the British Passport Control Of: ice hers, In
acecordance with thelr-usual procedure, to secure the necessary
documentation for the Turkish pollce Lo the effeet thot Pales-
tine entyy certificates will be issued, on the basis of which

the emlgrahis-would be permitted to travel through Turkey,

%hen they arrived there, they were told that this morning the
Passport Control Office was advised by the British Embassy In
Ankera thet the latter, yesterday afternoon, Informed the

Turkish Forelgn Office that the agreement which they had made
with the American Bubassy and the Turkish Forelgn Office to

issue Palestine entry certificates for any Jewish refugee, pre-
-genting himself at the Bulgarian~Turkish border, 1s cancelled,

(I judge that at the tine I spoke with you over the telephone
yesterdpy efterncon the Embassy had not yet been informed of the
action thit the British #mbassy proposed to take.)  The Turklsh
Farelgn Office presumably immedistely notified the frontier.

In eny event, the 280 people are now beingz held at the frontier,
with approximately-325 additionsl persons en route.. 5.

The Istanbul Passport Control Office telephoned the British
Embsssy in Ankara this morning and were informed that the de-
claion to cancel the agreement hed been made, and that the matter
must now be declded in Jeruselem. The Pasaport Control- Office
is telegraphing Jerusalem snd is requesting that the Jewish Agency
there be Informed at the same time. o
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On the basis of past experience, one cannot tetl what
the Turkish authorities might now do with the 280 people at
Kera-Agag, a regarding the balance of the Stara Zagora
peoplee Une cammot tell whether they will permit these people
to remain in Turkish territory for the time interval necessary
to secure Instructions from Jerusalem, or whether they misht
set them back over the Bulgarian {'rontier, One can assume
that the Bul;arians will have no interest in admitting these
people to Bulysrian territory, or they may accept them and send
them back to Rimmania, which likewlse ray or may not permit these
people to enters It would seer to me that this 1s a perfect
set~up for a "Struma" on dry land, or another of these "Ho man's
land" situations, with which we betame only too famliliar several
years agoe

In my opinion, the essence of the whole problem is the
following: These refugees, llungarians, Poles and Rumanians,
depsrted from Rumania on or about Hovember 16, They left for
Palestine under a.: agreement given by the British, then in force,
by the terms of which they had the ritht to expect that t hey
would be pemaitted to enter Pelestine, and that Turkish transit
facilities would be accorded theme They left Rumania in good
faith, acting under that sgreement, Through no fault of their
own, they were stopped in Bulgaria, the first group for almost
five weeks. Under the circumstances, I think that their trip
from Rumania might be regarded as an uninterrupted voyage
undertaken while the British agreement was in force, I do not
think that the British deliberately would want to place themselves
in a positlon of cancelling an agreement while people are actually
en route to Palestine, and to make such pcorsons victims of a
cancellation which 1s belng enforced retroactively, Likewlse,

I am sure that, as a result of such cencellation, the British

would not want to be the cause for the creation of a situation
where emigrants travelling to Palestine are shuttled back and

forth between borders, when such emigration was underteken in

good faith, i

There 1s no question of Palestine certificstes beinyg available
for these peoplee. The Jewlish Agency representatives in Istan~
bul control upwards of 1400 to 1500 certificates fir people coming
from Rumanla, out of which they are ready to assign the number
necessary to provide for all 608 persons, Therefore, the only
question which can arise is that of the limitation of monthly
admissions‘to Palestine of 1500. I do not think that, with zood
will, this difficulty, if indeed there is one, 1s insurmountable.
These people might be sent to Palestine andheld there in a
camp, or any place else, for sradusl release, chargable against
the 1500 monthly admissions, until such timé as statistically

< BT i3+
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these peonle are absorbed within exl:ting lmmlgretion sched-
ules. If objection is raised to this solution, perhaps the
British Enbassy can advise the Turkish Fareign Office that
these people in due course will be admitted t o Palestine, so
that the 608 will be permitted to enter Turkey untll the solu-
“tion can be worked out. Any method which results in the
galning of time, in order to eliminate the posslbllity that
these peopls will be denied admission to Turkey and perhaps
returned to Bulgaria or Rumania, would be useful.

I think thet, zc a metter ef fact, it wonld be well within
the terrne of refercnce of the Uar Refugse 3oard if the Board
were to untiertake to assure tho Turkish Foreign Office that if
thesc people are admitted to Turkey, every cffort will be made
to evacuate them from here at the earllest moment, There ls
no questlon in my mind thet such evacuation can be effected,
as the Jewish Agency representatives in Istanbul will provide
the nececsary Palestine emi_.ration certificates so that the
people will not permanently be held up in Turkey.

As time ls of the essence in this entire matter, I wonder
whether it would be possible for the imbassy to discuss the
question with the British imbassy to see what steps can now be
taken to assist these people in entering and travelling through
Turkey, en route to Palestine. The Jewlsh Agency representatives
in Istanbul are urgently warning all thelr people in sul aria
and Rumania regarding the new situstion of control for Pales=-
tine emi_ration anc the cancellation of the general agreen~nt
concerning admiesion to Turkey, I think that the present situa-
tion is & unique one, arising during a transitlicnal period,
ao that there is no reason to belleve that this kind of emergency
will erise every week. On the other hand, in wmy opinion, there
is no reason why, during a transitional periocd, until everyone
can be notified, in advance and not when people involved are
alrcady on one's doorstep, the 608 people should be so subjected
to disadvantage. The cancellation’ of the British agreement without
warning has just this effecte.
’ “ilth kind rggards,

Sincerely yours,

Herbert Katzki

“Honorable Lau ence A. Steinhard
Ambassador to Turkey

Amerlcan Embassy

Ankarea

HKIVH




“he Jritish/intervese the ohjectlon that theue people

sould not have departed from Auljarla until the admission
of the growp to Palostine had been cleared with Jerusalen,
in accordance with in:tructions rocently siven, I thinlk it
miglhithhe sointed out that this group was organized =nd its
- journey begun prior to ths recent changes in 1nstructions,
concerning .hich I informed you in the Jabotinsky natter,
Yloreover, these people are entering Turkey, not from tumania,
where trey would have been able to wait untii entry had been
claared with Jerusalem, but fraom Bulgaria, to which country
they had arrived en route, I'do not think that the British,
in gnod consclence, eould take the no8ition that thig circumstance
does not alter the case, but that they should have
Bul_aria, even if doing 80 meant that they should e.:
live in the railroad cars as they had been compelled
Tor four or five weesks,




Iatanbul, Lecember 12, 1944

fersonal
1y Pole:

Pitrin the past fow cays, Kr, David Bengourion,
Cheirman of the Exscutive Comrittee of the Jewish hgency
of Pelsstine, made & trin to Bulparia. Unon his raturn
to Istenoul en routs to vslssbine, I had ovoortunity for
speaking with im an’ wit: nls assistent, w.o accompanied
«bim Lo o.lgarle. You undoubisdly will be interssted in
<nowing some of his first-hana oossrvationsa, wrichn I shall
sumrarize bslow. Soue of ths mebters have a dipact bearing
on problems in wnhich tus ¥ ar Refupee Board has bssn inter-
rsted, othors, vasrreps, are of mors vital intsrust to other
rali~f apsncies, govarnmental and privats.

1. ‘lhe situation of the emigrents from Kumania w:o
vare delalined st Stara Zagora--they ara still there today--
1s &s follows: AL Stara rsgore thare are 27§ rafugens,
Thess veonls are for the most part ungarians, or Slovakisns
and Pclas frum t:e arsa west of the {urzon line, who hsad
succesded in escuping to :ungery  and subsequantl, mads Ghoir
way to =umania., Thoase people at Stere Zagora were espreially
sslecie:d in Wumenie, s8 they cems fiom areas which: weras not
belng claimed by tha hussians,.in order to avoid any diffi-
-cultiss which might arise from’ stch clalms. Tha emigrants
at Kazalnliz, just ocutsid~ of Ztars Zagora, numbssing. 320
psrsons, ars for t.s most nert real Hungarians, . Those 1ike-
wlse had been sslacted buceuse of 'their origln in an srea
not sublect bto kussian cleim Y

i

The emlgrents at Stara Zagora, with ths axcoption of
sor=2 womsn and children, are still living In the railrodad
cars in whieis they srrived in that éity. A number of the
women and children have been given shezlter b: ths inhabitents
of Stara Zagora, 1t should be noted thal those paople living
in ths railroad cers have been thsrs now for almost a wonth. .

- “Mr. Benpourion meds inquiry im 3:C1s Uo lsarn what might’
be done in ‘order to solve this situation. - fi: was refsrrad
from one quarter to anothsr, no one appar .ntly baing able to
state exactly who tha responsible pérson was to:-approact.
Finally, howeysr, kir. Bengourion was told by a Lkussisn genaral
in charge, a @eneral Pantscheff, ‘that the mattor can be solved
only in koscow. You might wish’' to consider what steps, if
any, might be taeisn to have inguiry made, in Loscow, :
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'hs netention of thz emigrents at Stara Zagora has
rasulted in a stonnape of emigration by land from iwumanis.
of1a has instructe the usulpgerisn consulates in tumanle
not 3
cuny arians If tnls 18 a2 result of L ~ Stare Zrgora inci-
dent, tie ection by ‘»ofia can well b2 undarstood. I do not
thin- thot t is inctruetion is sometning about vinich to
. becona exercissd ub t.1is momsant, as long as the ttars Zagora
sr-up rameinz in sulparia. I think, though, t.at ths Bosr
X havs sowms interest in ussi=zting 4n the solution of this
problom, 83 it affects amlpretion from numeniz, or at least
thet part of 1t which hnas to do witi. ti o rovoment of rofu-
r3e8 Trom Hungary and [lovakis. :

2, At tha pres:nt time, restrictions liav: been nlaced

emigration frowm sulgerie. Untll recently, althougn

= VAars S2ve gzctions wh r: exli visas w:rs nob bsing
issusc, ©h:ir issue : bueing continuad in 3] how
i is3usne o 3 ; nerall; hes b B end
thhose oarraons : W L tenbul sre thoss who
elree 3 had had thair exit narmits issusd o1 authorizd.
*his gstuonags srotion mey be only a passing phess,

s sort of t:inpg has hapooned balors, anc it is not unusual

tn ©ind that ragulstions made ons day ars snnulled the nsxt.

You will recell thet scveral months ago the culpgsrian
Goverpmant steted that Sy will Jo =2vsry .ng in thair power
to vacilitat~» the emigration of thoses » le who dssir: to
lzave th» country. Ons of the 4iffi i35 connzseted with
smigration, pointed out to the Bulgarian Government at that
tims, was the multiplicity ol documsnts_which had:to bs
securad before an oxit p:ridlt would bs granted. These docu-
menbs numbored up to 13 or 15; Despite the assurancs given
by-the Bulgarian Governmant, tnaers hav: besn no changss in
the numbar of documants which mast ba sescured and vrssentaed
by a prosp=ctive emigrant. An absurd rasult of this procedure
is that, for éxampls, a six-year~ols child fox wuom an exit
perciit 1s rocuested must opres=nt documents ‘that it doss not
owe any monsay for mortgages whlch it hus contracted, or thst
it owns no forest-lands in Sulgaria. «t the mo.iant, in view:
of “the discontinuance of tha 1lssuance of =xlt visas, the
question of documentation is perhaps somswhat academic, In
due courss, howevar, the guestion again will arise, and will
have to'be met in soms way by the interssted orgenizations.

Despite assuraness walch have beasn glven and steps
already taken to rsomove dlsabilities which harstofore attached
to the Jewlsh peopls in Bulgeria, the desire by the Jewlsh
people to loave the country continuss. <This can bsst be




indicatad by thas fact tiabt, when Bengourlon h:l. a
ting 1o ~ofia to discuss Jeol:stip: und emigration to
tihet counbry, 7OUC Jews, or over one-t.ird ol ths Jewlsh
poonls now 1o ofls, atien ed the public mioting hu hele,
ns dewl. h p:ople in Bulfacia, by &nd large, ar- not satls-
1o ghe g thetr Tuture in thot country is assurad, accord-
ing to «~r, sengourion.
3. in ;snoral, Iilving cornsdtionz in rulgeria- sre bad.
no clothing to be ovurchassd, no shoos, no wearing
of eny kind, < obLontion of tucs: ltsms 15 not’
st upon morn .y. T of illustratiorn, ons of tus
Wnistars asdod D1, sengourion Lo seng hin 2 nalr
froy Palastins, not t.alb is iynistsr wes inter-
K e nulr ol Psl-otin @0 35, Hub g
“ed 2 nair an® coul” not ourchase any.
~he Gersors have teicsn oul of ths countmy
haon, anythlng that could be eaten, 1re
vally s witionbt wercihantiss, .~edicianes
4., evin with wonsy. Living cinditions
fficult,

fowl, s

storss In .oiia 1lit
not to ba obtai

L com: suit: é

3
n
i

goneral harcsnis i
o four y :&rs -&Vvs
in {oresd-labor cawms,
pra deprivsd of thiir posse
en. clothing, rawmaine. with-

Of the 25,000 Jdews who had rosldad in SBof'iasfour ywsars
ago, and wito 8. bsen axncalled to ths nrowvineces, babtwaen
elghtzen ans twanb; troasand rave returnedy Vinsn they
roturn= Lo Tofila, U sy founi thet the dwellings which tiey
had baesn comnellsd to glve un were »illaged, sven the vindows
and doors :ad bsen taizn out.of Th=2 houssas, & ths . tims of
the bombardment of 5ofis, non-J:w. had oved to the Jswish
quartor, bo ths houses taken away from.tanas Jdews, in the bellef
that the Jewish aquartsr, for somo reason or othap; would escape
bonbardusat, wioen they left ths Jewish aquerter, Lo returm to
their own homes, thsy toowx with thom svsrythiog thet could be
moved. In consszqu=nce, bths Jews now rebturning cen find none
of their possess<ions, ’ -

Fiftesen®thousand ol ths Jews who returned to Sofla are
living in the Jewlsh quartsrs of the city. They are crowded
together, living two and three femilios in cne room, the chll-
dren with the o0ld psopls, the wsll with tha ‘sick. Subject to
deprivation over a long period . of yoears, btn=ss Jews, under-~
nourished, 1ll-clothed, many with no shoss o only what.might




il

havs passed for sioss o year or two spc, hsvs no rssources.
v Though having the right to work, tr heve ne asployment,
-vico,
> the repuler ellovence for tios: whose
cewinmoere g :o BImy, but tLhis'amounts to 500 lave
nar sontlh, 6 unofficiel ratss of exchang L1ig represents
.about-on: and one-ali turkish lirva. Son. G0l the pure
crorsingy sowsy rupresenbed by 500 leve can Le sscured wren
on: curparss thils amount, ¢ 1 2 Fapedlly, with the minimam i
. amomit ons norssr st have in order to socure {004 and
s .eltsr. 1 Tavs been inforwe- by individueils from Sulgaria
that 2n» mu 6 hev: o r cu of 8ix Lo iU bhousand lova
nar ronth n- 0 in oré r o cev . s pinteun existonce,
The “wl ritlss bold k1, Sengourion thot tihey will

ralse the allecetlon t» from sipgnt to fiftsan hundred leve
nar month, :

Jows most hard nlt ars, or coursae,
rarcs of 5,007 J s d 1dysn in
- it 08t of these
under-
wout sho~s,

22 reastrictions ie. havs boon placad upon emigra-
tion € Palsstins, hosr:tofora rtad to you, w1y ‘Bangourion
Droposes to recom:mznd and to e stz to-#Maks sfTieaclous
the-adrissicn lnts Palestins of 3,08 calldran from Bulpgasria,
d. proposss also to try to purchiass in Palestine 10,000 pairs
of sho for export to Bulgaria, vn. slso a quantity of me. i~
cines bese.: upon tie list ich I transmitted to you in ocur
1sttsr of Decerber 8. ke icinss ars urgsntly reculrsd becsauss
sxistzncs of typhus in tue Jewis guartsr, malaria,

ang other illness:s., “hers is no Soap™~to bz

ned Iin Hulgaria. As a rssult; 1t is not 208:ible for

8 Jewish cquerter to wast themselves, to clean
tazlr clothes; “gnd to taks necessary steps to dslouse . - i
thelr appsarel or to take zlemantary maasures of sanitation
for tha rerowded quartars in which thay live,

4% %hile in Bulgeria, .r, Bsngourion lsarnzd that there
are 300 Jews of Macedonis who hsave coire out of hiding in the
mountains and ars now in Skopia, At this tiline, th:s8e ars all
the Jews ‘known to bhe in Macedonia sftor the deportations which
took place a year or two ago, Perirans ther . ars othisrs still
in hlding, but they have not yeb-dlsclossd thomselvss, This
group - in Kacedonlia is another which raquires asslistence, but
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it cannot be esechs fron ulgarie. [ -orheps, In “us coursus,
» e~snnal will b~ foun. through w:lck thess poonls can b .

. Y¥rom here in lstanbul, 1t would s»am that the fol-
Lith
ol Italy, whose nolitleal position is soroewhet
an?t Sulreric ars to Plrst two ixis countriss
teve beon fully liboereted, Yhe Jows In tisse tvo coun-
felt 1o tull moosur2 all to: prsssurss en  disabil-
s diportations and suff: ings to whicr ths Jdawluh
<is countri-s cuuld have bsen subjectsd, In a
vy ona misht reperd b oon o8 an axample of whet
sxpact to Ind emong tao goneral osopuletion in oth- r
nbrel and -astern burone whles navs been uniser Nazi
control. :

#t tho nraaent time, tho 2v{srts ol tre Jswish nsople, or
Humanian o Bulgerian Governments in th.eir bshalf, to
stablish tosmsalves, must be regerded us sn atiarpt to 1ift
harigslvas by thoir own bootsbraps. Lt cannot be -ona, and
outsids eaid, in kxind and in monsy, must bo made ava’ l:bls to
sid trem 1n thelir ={forts.

Und~r %3 clrenmstences, it would saem that an ~erls
study of conditions in mumenis and Sulgaria, of problams
wiich axist ard wiieh will grise, would bz informative and
profitablz to soms of the govermmontal sgencies, such as tne
Intsergovernusntal Committee for Rsefugnes, the UkKRk4, and othars
whiech, 1in dusz courss, mignt be cellad upon to sid refugees in
liborst:d avess walch formerly wers Axis.  If any of' them
sxpacts to glvs assiufenes, gonorous and Immediete ald, praf-
srably in kind, sihould bs sent if the assistence 1s to do any
2008, : .

%,

¥ith kind porsonel regards,

Sinearsly yours;

ﬁorber£ Katzki

ire. Jo ¥, Pahls, ixeceutlve Director
War Nefugeso Board
Tragsury Building
Washington 25, L, C.
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Nsed for madicamants for “ulgarlen Jews urgent,
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subject:




Istanbul, Lecembor 8, 1944

Uaar kes renled

In our telogran of Decswbar 7, we advised you of
tho renoris which nad bsen rseelved in Istanbul regard-
ing e ical riculroments for the Jewish people in
sulgparia. st that tims we acvisec you that e 1list of
urgantly r:.quirsd drugs wmld be prepersd in Bulgarie,
Tis 1list ~as arrived here, un. & coDy thereof 1s
asneclosad aralin. '

T.a 1list was r:celved by Jewlsh igeney represan-
Latives i Isianbul from the Jewlsh Agency people in
Pulgeria. It was not acc.rpanied by any Informetion
as to wio made it up, or rsgarding tie numbsr of per-
sons for whom medic:ments were intended. On: st
assume, thorefors, taat it is intended for the 2ntirs
needy Jewisi populetion of the country. ¥e havs no
1d=a, from a medical point of visw, whethsr the list
is comnlets or not to meot minimum reculremqnts, nor
regerding the resasonablencss of the quentitizs men-
tioned. ‘e are sure, however, that a treined porson
of Public Health, by sxamining the 1list, would bz able
to del rmine somsthing of ths needs for which the med-
jecsm:nls are requested, and to analyze it in tarms of
quantities, items raquested wiich might be omitted, or
others which snoul. be addad for a beslc assortment.

You may wish to.mak-~ tiiz liat available to
interssted egencisa. <*he irportent thing s that if
assistance will be given, 1t shoule go forward at the
sarliest possible moment. \ ; g

Vit kind ragards,

“inceraly yours,

Herbert ratzki

Hr. J. V. Pehle, uxecutive llrector
’ war Refugee joard
: Troasury Buillding )
- Washington, D. G.

Enclosure: List of medlcal supplles

. HKiVHIB




Translation

December 6, 1944
Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

20:45 : Sofia 352,9M

Geneva: 6: Tass:

It was announced from Berlin that by virtue of an order from
Himmler a portion of the detachments of the Volksturm are specially
trained to punlsh anti-Hitler activities of the foreign workmen, and.
to maintain order in the work camps, i

The detachments of the Volksturm chosen for this purpose are
hastily studying the measures against the troubling elements, and
are trained under the direction of the experienced SS heads.

Thousands of members of the Volksturm are sent to the concentra=-
tion camps and to the industrial enterprises, where they play the role
of controllers and guardians, Speclal instructions were glven them
to act without pity against the detrimental elements, ’

The members of the Volksturm were told that they were free of
all responsibility as to the consequences of the measures taken
against the foreign workers,

L R

i

Interviewed by the Bulgarian journalists, Mn; Bengourion, head of
the workers'movement in Palestine, who is in Sofia, made the following
statement: .

In two months I shall go to London and I-shall explain to the
English socialists that your country nierits their support in resuming
international relations and in its economlic rehabilitation.
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Istanbul, December 5, 1944

Doar Mr. Beretta:
Phease accept my thanks for your letter of

December 1 and the copy of the report lven you by

Major Henri concerning the situation of the Jews in

Bulgaris, as well as the copy of Professor Landg- -

berger's report on the situastion of the people in

rosidence assigne in Anatolia. 7
Viith kind regards, I.am

Sincerely yours,

Herbert Ratzki
Representative
War Refugee Board

G, Berette, Esquire

Delsgate of the International comnittee
of thé Red Cross .

32 Bbdul Hakhamid Caddesi

- Klielik Palas 3

Istanbnl
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22)
23)
24)

Istanbil,

Llste de médicaments

ate. pour le Bulgerie

amidum Acice rhenyl kthyl Birbiturioum

holdu: .irenyl Chinoline Carbonleum

Adrénaline

wther pour Nercoswe

sthyl lorprine hydrochloricw:
Pirieiline (7)
Antipirine
Atébrine
Novoceaine
Calcium Bromatum
Camn wora

Caleiws Lactogluconats

Cardiszol (pvenzomelhylen Totrezol)

n u "

(winine

Hi
Calclw: Guinine
Codeinum
Coffeinum

Vitemines A, B, C, D, &, K.

Pyremidon

Digitales prsparata

Dimetine (Theobroline Natrium
Sallcylicum)

liquide

4,12,1944 &

- 20,000
- 20.000
- 5,000
- 300
- 1o
-~ 5.000
- 200
~30G, 500
- s
- 100
~100,000
- 20,000
~  b.00C
~ 10.000
- 100
- 20,000
=300, 000
- 5,000
- 5
% " 50
= 50.000
200,000
- 200
"= 50,000
- 50

teblettes
tablattos..
ampoulas

Hgs,
"

1"
4

tesblattos

kgs.

ampoulos

i

5 KES.

ampoules’
KES e

arspoul s

‘tablettos

ampoules
Kgs .

"

ampoules et

tablottoes
de chacque

kgs.

.avpoules

kgs.




snhedrine Acetonine . 5,000 smpoules
26) " " ’ ] . 20,000 tablettes
27) Glycericum 7 ' 500 kgs.
28) Hex;methylentetramina ' 50
2¢) Insuline smpoules - 100
30) Lodwiz purum ) - 500
31) Lobelinumn Hydrochloricum ’ 5,000 ampoules
32) torphinum preparata = - v 5 kgs.,
%%) Heosalveérsan praparcta ) -~200,000 smpoules
34) 0lium Jecoris ilfell (?) 10,000 kgs.
35) Oliwunr sicini 2,000 "
736) Phenacctinc T . » 200 kgs.
37) Plssmochine ) . - 20,000 ampoul as
30) " - «300.00C tableties
3¢) Santonine : - - 30 kgs.
40) Sulfanamide Suliapyridine brenarata ' ~ 20,000 ampoules
41) " " " ~£00.000 uablettes
42) Torpinum Hydrvetum : 2100 kgs. -

43)"Ineks Guanba Radici Coipulvwil ' - 200 Y

44) Vaselinum : 271600 kgs.

45) Ozena Vaccina = 1.000 -flacons
46ygf;mos Sfié%ca preparata (7) ~.10,000 améoules
a7y "o n " -3500,000 tablsttes
48) rydrodenium iydrochrodiatrum Kovsnsis 7 - 1.000 kgs.

. 49) Otalgan Carbon Glycerins (7) 3,000 flacons

50) Leﬁeoplaste I : ’ - 5,000 roulseux

51) Anticlorsstifie (?) “ o 1,000 flacons




52) Vasa iiyiroscopica (?) - 5.000 kgs,

- N\ |
Toutuss 2spsces de nmaterisl de pans.m:nt
veringues injoction svic alguillcs

20,000 pairss chaussurss snfants Jusqu'ﬁ 17

- - - N o
40,600 nieces de savon




Translation

December 1, 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

04,15 GMT SOFIA 353,00 M

s

Washington. 30. Reuter

Announcement that Messrs. Morgenthau, Hull and Stimson, sre about
to set up, with the aid of justifying documents, an expos€ concern-
ing the cru_elties ( and oth=r acts deriving from this source)
committed by the Germans in the Polish concentration camps, because
of thelir tenet of domination in Burope and their desire to subdue
the world.
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J.Barnathan ~ Dee ber, I/ 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

05.30 G.17.D, SO0FI A 353,00 i,

———— e ot e s e e e e

transmission fut interceptée par un tres fort
giffiet.
Revyue de iresse,

e journal - Izgrev - sous la mention - f£in deg divergences
auxX’ balkang - falsant un aperecu des,causes'antecedentes des
guerres entre les peuples balkaniques, et attrivuant ceci sup-~
tout éux aspirations, mal placées, du desit, de chaque Peuple du
balkan, de predomination, exurime'l'espoir, au'apres tant dlex.
periences, evreuves et souffrances, naitra une sagesse et pra-
dence poiitigue papmi les peunles du belken, laguelle ne fera -
au'assurer ie blen-etre des peunles du balkan,

Mouvelles internes.

ies regents ont recu en audience lir.Peter Todoroff — delegud
a titre de re:resentant de lg Bulgarie aupres du marechal Tito.
Egalement, leg Tegents recurent en audience l'accusateur natio=~

nal general - Iir, Georgi Petroff -,

Par asnite d'une conference, vigant echange d'iddes, laguelle
aura lieu entre leg dirigeants des arrondisseménts du parti ng-
tlonal zweno et ceux de Sofia, gont arrivés a Sofia les diri-
geant du dit parti deg arrondissements de"PléWen,Wratza et Gorna
Djoumaya. Tis furent salués par le seceretaire general du parti
Er. Peter pop Zlateff. Aunjourd'hui sont ‘arrivés les dirigeants
du parti des arrondissementy de Piovdiv e&f Stara~zagora, tandig
aue demain est attendu L'arrivée des dirigeants des autres-arron-
dipsements, Ceg dirigeants feront des expoada céhcernant la gi-
tuation du parti dans chague arrondisgement, En cetve occasion
le president du parti national Zveno - le minisrtre-pljesident
Ki@on.Georg}eff ~ dans un bref discours recomnanda 1'unitd avee
le front de 1a patrie,abstraction faite de toug interets privés
ou de.groupes, ) B

Mr. Petro Perougi - ministre dun gouvernement nacedonien -
est arrivé pour quelques jours a Sofia, '




J.Barnathan -2 ' vecember, 1 /.1944

Au 29 et 30 novembre a.c. une conference eu licu entre
les dirigeants des arrondissements de La milice nstionale.
Durant cette conference furent discutés des questions polim
tigues et economiques. Il fut egalement deliberd sur les pro-~
blemes a resoudre par rauvport llheritage laissé aux autorités
du front de la patrie per les ez-regimps.Il fut fait mention
Ges merites revenant aux milicionnaires dans 1l'oeuvre du 9/IX,
bherites plus appreciés encore par suite aue les miliciens ont
continué leur tache durant 80 Jours,sans etre gratifiés pour
leurs velnes et actions, iu deuxieme Jour de la conference le
ministre de l'interieur - Anton Yougoff - 2z gouligné lés me-
sures a prendre dans ie but de porter la milice nationale a
un plus haut-digne degrd ot dans le but de stabiliser la gi-’
tuation des miiiciens. A peine maintensnt les miliciens resoi~
vent des appointements,tandis que durant deux mois entier iils
ont remuli leurs missions sans etre gratifids, malgré cela les
miiiciens ont accomnli en pleine conscience Leur migsion et
ont traveilld,durant le jour et la nuit, a raigon de 16 a 20
heures var Jowr. Actuellement la milice se _compose de 8 a IO
pour cent des gens du narti des ouvriers,tandis que le reste
ce sont des gens du front de la patrie. Chaque milioien veille
a son poste et accompll son devoir, Les calomnies prescrites
aux miiiciens sort fausses et emanent des ennemis du front de
1a'patrie, aingi que le nom desrmiliciéns ne peut pas etre
gouillé. fa wilice justifie ses actions par des actes ne vi-
sant que l'affermissement et le soulevement ( rehaussement )
des autoritée du front de la natrie. i

Nouvelles de ltetranger.

Belgrade.}O.TFss. Avis gu'a Belgrade fu%;inauguré an

monwilent en memoire des succouibés pour la liberatioun de Belgra—
de. ’ :
? Lofigres. 30. Reuter. Avis que la visite du general De Gau—
ile & Loscdﬁ est une preuve du desir de la France de collahorer
avec: 1'U.R.3.8, pour la sureté de la France et le continent
européen. Suite: commentaire de la presse‘énglaise a ce sujet.

Londres. 30, Radlo. Avis que 1'offensive entreprige par
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d.Barnathan -3 December, I / 1944

le marechal Polbouhine en Hongrie se deroule favorablement et.que
la preuve en est dans L'ordre du Jour du marechal Staline afiaant
la"srise de Eger ~ noeud ferrovier -~ situé a 90 kilometres au
nord-—est de Buda.est.

Avie gu'une delegation speciale des recresentants de ia
.resge dc la cepitale est partie a Plovdiv, hier, pour aller a
la rencontre de Ir. David Bengourion — president de l'agence Juive
avec slege a New-York, %ondres et derusslem et leader de l'orga— -
nisation ouvriere en Pslestine. Avie gue ¥r.Bengourion arrivera

demrain & Sofia ou une rencontre solennelle jul est preparde s la

gare de Sofia,

Repsetition concernant 1'avis pour la rehabiiitation du
general Zaimoff, / Reference: rapport d'hier de 20.45 GsT. de
Lr.israhi /, o

Revetition de 1l'avis donné a diverses rewrises couvoquant
les consommateurs d'energie electrique de ne pas emsloyéds des
accessoires electriques, comme rechauds et autres, a partit de
17 heure Jusqufa 21,30 heure durant.léa moig de decembre et jan—
vier. Cet avis emane de la direction de 1'electricité a Sofia,

Communication des nouveaux dons pour les combattants du
front. Dons reoresentant le montant global ide Lewas 31.840,~ (Ci-
tation noms des donateurs et enumef%tion.des montants separeient.
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Trenslation :
P 3. - November 30, 1944

Broadcasts received in Bulgarisan

3

18:30 Sofia 352.9 M

4 ¢

3 Internal news:

The law concerning the property of the Jews has been approved
by the Ministerial GCoumell. T :
[ R IR RE U )
T November 30, 1944
Broadcasts received in Bulgarian

20:45 ) Sofia 352,9 M

News:

The Council of Ministers approved the legal decree for the inter-

pretation of article 16 of t he legal decree for the regulation

of the problem of housing, in this sense, that from tomorrow onward

there must be given up by the tenants those houses that, belonging

to Jews, the latter have occupied previously, -If the Jewlsh owner
~did not occupy such & house, but had rented it to others, these

houses are not to be given up by the tenants, H

IR AR VI IR R 2 SELIE N L
November 29, 1944

BALKAN NEWS AND PROPAGANDA

BULGARIA

The Dirsctorate.of State Domains—has announced-that—efter-a peried
. of thirty days, ‘Jewish eitizens will be able to take possession >
of their own houses in which they lived before the application of =

‘the racial law.. The new law, however, does not include. stores, e
_offices, depobs, studios, etc., whose present occupants may continue
in possession untll the end of their contractsi




Translation .
November 28, 1944

BROADGASTS RECEIVED IN BULGARIAN

SOFIA

13:00 GMT, Sofia,
Allied . )
Information from the/Control Commission given in the form
of dictation, Edltors of the newsdpapers are asked to publish
it tomorrow morning in their papers. The weekly issues must
print it in their next issue,.

The Allied Control Commlssion anounces that all citizens
of the Soviet Unlon, who during the present war were in Bulgerian
Territory (those who fled the Germans, those who were taken by
force by the Germans away from Soviet territory, or those who
for any reason whatever are in Bulgarian territory) must present
themselves without delay in order to be registered by the
AITied Control CommissYon $5 that they can return to thelr

country.

For this registration, 1t is absolutely necessary that the
individual either present himself in person or that he advise-
_in writing the place whers he is presently located.

Registration must be made at the following address:
Sofia, the National Bank, Allled-Control Commission.
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TELEGRAM SENT 08, 1944 ACYC

WRB 191

Subject: Difficulties at Stara Zagora. Suggestions for solving ’

the ‘difficultles with military and russians.

A




(| 2t
A?)uﬁ(/‘l(b‘\f ,

TELEGRANM SENT Nov, 27, 1944.

WRB 192

Subject: Difficulties in Bulgaria, Advisability of Katzki

lproceeding to Rumania and Bulgaria for personal exploration

of possibilities.




SECSTATE

WASHINGT ON

No. November 27, 1944

From Katzkl to Pehip, War RefugeeiBoard, Aﬁﬁara's No. ’
According to:repért% received by the Jewish Agency in Istanbul -

the Bulgarian Government H@s made the foilowing’regulaﬁions with
' \

reference to emigration fr&m that country:
1) No children will be permivted to emigrate unless they are-

asccompanied by their parents;

2) No persons will be permitted to emlgréte unless they walve all

~ thelr rights to restitution of 8 sets expropfiatéd ﬁy?thé-vaernment,

to claims for damages, and to property still'remaipinglinrthéir possession.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept: Letter; 1311.72

By R 1 Parke Deto BEPLL 5 1972




permitted to maintain these regulations, it might constitute a

bad pfecedent for such emigration, present or postwar, which might

» take place from other countries, . i ‘

i
i

, STEINHARDT
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Tuhle

Istanbul, Hovomber 30, 1944

5.

Dear Mr. Pehle )
There vecently arrived in Istanbul three of the
Zionist representatives from Bulgaria, I hed an oppor-
‘tunity for speaking with them and have made some notes
* for our files on our conversations, As I thought you
might be Interested in knowing what they hed to say, 1
am enoclosing a copy of those notes herein.

For me, these sonversations throw some additional
light on informastion whioch we recelved from one of the
Americans who returned to Istanbul from Sofla last
Septemher. I wrote a memorandum at that time, under
date of September 20, 1944, which I gave to Mr, Hirachmenn
to bring to the United Statess Undoubtedly he has turned
this over to your offices. At that time I had some reser-
vations regarding the message brought out by this American,
es 1 indloated 1n Section II of my September 28 memorandum.
Apparently this American: spoke only with the Consistoire
people, whose view point 18 reflected in what he told me,

The three Zionist:gentlemen from Bulgarie have written
a letter to the representative of ‘the Joint Distribution .
Committes in Istanbul, in whidh they give some:additional
information not included. in what they told me. I am thers«
fore enclosing a copy of that lotter heiein for: your records,

I With kind vegards,

- ——-Sincaerely yours, -

" Horbert Katski .

Jy W, Péhle, Esquire
“.Lracutive. Director
" War Refugee Boasrd
Treasury Building:
~¥ashingbon; D, Gs - ) o TR, -
LA dnelss Copy -of memo of Wovembsy: 19 _,($%33,¥€*9“13 S
L Copy tof letter of iHovember 21'7fiﬁtv;QZQ§§ng'@}£%




fransletion ) - P
i o Ankara, 24/11/44 Hubgania,

SEC e !
2l e
PretHed

NoY &

Cc;hoerning thoe stebe of the Israelites of Bulgarla

e total mumber of Jews in Bulg;éfia is around 47,000, of
whon hglf lived in 3ofilsa, Théy wers oxpelled from the capiltal in
May, 1943, to be devorted to Poland. This projoct wes not followed
up, thanks to publl ¢ opinion, whieh was very muoh oppoéad to this '
meagure, N
: The Jews of Sofla wore intornsd in a score of provinoial.
villeges, end bad to sell all their goods. Ab prosent, the
Israelites who returnsd to the capital are fed at public asoup-
kitohens &nd ere sheltered haphagardly., Tholr homss werc pillaged
and wers ronansred uninhabitablra as & roesilt of the bombardments,.

‘1’};3 Jews 1living in tb_.s provinces alaso suffored considersbly

from the anti-Jewlsh Lows.-

On Septsmber 9, 1944, the Jews of Bulgaria wers distributed

as follows throughout the ocountrys . -

Plovdiv 6208 Pargiviteh 986
- Russet 5000 Burgaz -« - PR - 11
Kurstondil 3800 5 RKargubat- ..808
Flaven ‘3300 - Shiven’ L 708
= Viddin- 2684 Samokov - - bB4
-Shumen 2613 Gorna - #s B39
‘Pazardik 2488 ' Provadlv. = e 493
Doupnitza: 2350 Bexgovigka . | .- 450 -
-Hasltovo - 1694 Shirpen EERRY 2 iy |
. .Ferdinand . 15616 ‘Hovi Pazar T567
“MVratzmac. v 1500 Dobritz - 354
. -Reggrad . lle4 - Sofia - - : 2 800
Naobol - 1100 Bela Slabin
Viom . : 1080 - Imkowibg
“gther towns 2000 . othgr towns’

totals 46,577




-

trying to veturn to their homes 1n S.fia; 1t cannot yat bs sald
hoy many have returnsd to that eity. The numbsr of Jaws in the
eaplitel inor-eses friom day to day; tho larpolites of ths whole

country ars largsly Bulgarian subjects. Thers ware only 1075

forvaign Jews on sugust 25, 1943 (211 Speniards, 146 Itallens,

130 Groelks, 125 Turks, =te.). It is eatimeted that the nsedy
ones without meons for existence numbar st 13ast around 10,000.

To coms to the aia of these unhsppy people, who ars for the
woat part small businessmen or artlsens, it wopld bo nocessary to
distributs olotiilng and monsy. 2 request nas beon made to the
large Jowish orgsnizations that they coma to .the alé of thess
pérgons, .

The Jews ars organized into communitias which ars all under
the sutnority of tue Central Consistoira of Iarnelitea in Bulgaria,
lately rofﬁeu, whiiech provides a suffid.ent guarantqe that a

control mey be exerclssd by this’ organization.
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Istanbul, le 25 Novembre 1944

Son Exceidilence

Monsieur I. Steinhardt )
Anbassadeur des Etats Unis d'Amérique X
A n kX a r a

Excellence,

Le bureau du Congr®s Mondial Juif envoya
télégraphiquemenﬁ/avec copie ¥ 1'Organisation des Sionistes
Uni§,une invitation eu Cowlté Central du Consistoire en
Bulgarie, exprimant son désir de voir participer au congrds
les Juifs de Bulgarie, X*ggndition que d'une pert ceux-ci
soient représentés par des déléguds de tous les mouvements
et organisations et surtout par des délégués de 1'Organisa-
tion des Sionistes Unis de Bulgarie- et ‘que . d'autre part
ces déléguds soient désignés par. lesaites organisations
elles-m@mes.

L'Organisation des Sionistes Unis éhoisit
" sur base du télégramme du 10 Oect. 1944, oi-haut mentionnde, .
les personnes suivantes en tant que délégués pour le. wngrdss

Vitalis Haimoff, Préeident du Comité Central de
- 1'Organisation des Sionistes Unis
L 3bseph Levy, Représentant ‘de 1'Agence Juiv¥e
“Sabetal Eshkenazy,Membre du Comité Central de
g l'Organisation :des Sionistes Unis.
Ces noms furent eommuniqués télégraphiquement le 14 Oet, 1944
& Bureau: du Congrds Mondial de Genbdve qui ‘les approuva et
entamma par la- suite les formalitéa nécessaires pour. 1l'obten-
t)on des visas d'entrée aux Etats Unis d'Amérique pour les
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Istanbul, le 25 Novembre 1944

Son Exceiilence

Monsiecur L. Steinhardt

Anbassadeur des Etats Unis a'Amérique X
A n k a r g

Excellence,

Le bureau du Congrds Monmdial Juif envoya
télégraphiquemen?/avec copie 3 1'Organisation des Sionistes
Unig,une invitation am Comité Central du Consistoire en
Bulgarie, exprimant son désir de voir participer au congrds
les Juifs de Bulgarie, h%hgndition que d'une prrt ceux-ci
soient représentés par des délégués de tous lbs mouvements
et organisations et surtout par des déléguds de 1' Organisa-
tion des Sionmistes Unis de Bulgarie' et que . d'autre part .
ces délégués soient désignés par 1esd1tes organisations
elles-mémes,

L'Organisatlon des Sionistes Unis ehoisit

sur base du télégramme du 10 Oet. 1944, ei-haut mentionnde,
les personnes. suivantes en tant que dé1égués pour le  ngrés:
Vitalis Haimoff, Frésident du Comité Central de
- 1'Organisation des Sionistes Unis
- 305eph Levy, Représentant de 1'Agence Juive
'Sabetal Eshkenazy,Membre au Comité Central de
: 1'Organisati onzdés Sionistes Unis.
Ces noms furent communiqués télégraphiquement le 14 Oct, 1944
4rau Bureau du Congrds Mondial de Genéve qui ‘les approuva: et
entamma par 1la suite les formalités nécessaires pour 1'obten-
tJon ~des visas d'entrée aux Etats Unis" d'Amérique pour les




délégués en question.

Nous, les délégués choisis, nous nous trou-
vons actuellement en Turquie, o} nous attendons la communica-
tion de 1l'obl ntion de nos visas d*entrée, afin de pouvoir
continuer notre voyage. Dans cette attente, nous nous per-
mettons de donner h Votre Excellence un bref apefqu_§e la situ-
ation des Julfs en Bulgarie: d

Il existe actuellement 45.000 Juifs en Bulgarie, dont
20,000 approximativement se trouvent dans 4ifférentes
villes de la Provilce; les autres 25,000 environ re-
tournent depuis le’9 Septembre 1944, date de la prise
du pouvoir par le "Otetchestven Front" (front de la
patrie) petit % petit de nouveau h Sofia.

Durant les 4 anndes du régime hitlérien en Bulgarie
la situation des Juifs étalt particulidrement mau~
vaise, Ils étaient dépourgus de tous droits g¢iviles
et politiques et 1l lenr était, défendu d'entreprendre
n'importe quell« travail, ~Ilfuret obligés de quitter
Sofia sans avéir été dans la pdssibilité de liquider
préalablement leurs-affaires et-tous furent envoyés
en procince, dépourvis de tous moyens puisqutils-avaient
~df laisser 5 Sofia leurs mailsons, meubles, effets
personnels et tout ce qu'ils possédaient en fonds, biens
ete.” Dans les villes de province les Juifs vivaient
dans des conditions extrdmement difiieiles.  Tous les
hommes. de 18 & 50 ans furent énvoyés pendant ¢eés 5 der-
nidres anndes dans des camps de travail, lieux ol ils
demeuraient de 6 3 10 mois-par adéé et ol ils avalent
¥ accomplir des travaux physiques ¢xcessivenent - durs,
tels quet construction de diverses rovtes, dessdchement
de marécages etc.y; tout ceci sans arfent et sans -hourri-
ture, Leurs v8tement, réduits petit-h-petit en haillons,
n'étaient jamais raccommodés ni-échangés; ils n'a-
valent pas de soullers et =~ co qui était la pire des.
;choses ~ point de médicaments,  La plus grande G
\-’partie de c¢es hommes, environ 70 ~ 80  pour cent, con=-
. tractdrent des maladies, telles que malaria, rhumatismes
“ete, et tous souffraient de déchéance physique. = Pene-
 dant ce temps-ld les fariilles de..ces hommes avaient &té
laissdes sane appul, sans resources et sans novrriture.

Tomédiatement aprds. le 9 Septembie 1944 -¢6s Juifs (les
25,000 de Sofiag qui avalent subsigté dans des pa-

‘reilles conditions dinsupportables: (15 =20 personnes
avalent:été obligbes de vivre ensemble dans une seule
chambre ou 150 =-200 personnes étaient entassées dans




le hall d'une bAtlsse h demie détrulte), vovlant amé-
liorer leur situation, retourndrent & Sofia. [Mais
malheureusement ceei ne changea pas beaucoup lewr
situations Ici aunssl les conditions étailent mauvaises,
-en tant que la plupart des maisons qu'ils avaient
quittées étalent ou bien devenues inhabitables par suite
des bombardements ou étaient encore habitées, par des
Bulgaresqui s'y étaient instellés depuls que 1.s Juiis
avalent dfl quitter Sofia. Quant aux biens ~ meubles,.
ustensilas de culsine, v8tecments ete. - que les Juifs
availent lailssé lors de leur départ joreé, durant leur
absence, ceupcl avaient été pris p r des Bulgares ou
. vendus par le Com:lssalre pour les Questions Julves 3
des prix dérisoires, De retour ¥ Sofia, les Juifs
se trouvent donc dépourvus du plus strict nécessaire,
en tant que meubles, ustensile§de cuisine, v8tements
fiu souliers qu'ils ne peuvent mdue pas se proecurer
ne possédaht pas les moyens nécessaires. I1 . convient
aussi de remarguer icl que les Julfs se trouvent aussi
dans l'impossibilité de recommencer 2 travailler, les
revendeurs ( qui représentent la majorité de la popula-
tion juive) par suite du mangue de marchandises, les
artisans pur sulte Gu manque d'outils et les ouvriccs
pour la simple raison gue les fabriques n'ont pas
encore commencé 3 travailler ¥ plein rendement, Il
résulte. done de ce qui précdds que les Juifs de Bulgarie
se trouvent dans une mauvaise situation économique
tout aussl bien gue morale,. -Ne pouvant reconstruire
leur extstence par leurws propre-moyens, ils ne peuvent
non.-plus s'attendre ¥ 8ire secourus. de la part du
Gouvernement bulgare qui lud ‘aussi -traverse dés mo
ext.dmemnnt, péniblss au point de vue économique et
matériel. E - ) :

Voild pourguoi il est d'une extrdme néeessité et d'une
importance vitale d'drganiser une vaste action de. -
-secours afin de venir.en atde aux Juifs de Bulgarie
~conformément aux deux points relatés ei-bas: :

Le pays mangue -compldtement d'articdles et de maté- -
riaux de toute premidre nécessité, tels que: ]
vétements, sous-vétements, souliers, médicaments,
ustensiles de cuilsins, out%}s pour artisans etc.

Les artisans et les petits bommergants'ne.pourront
reprendre levr travail qu'd 1l'aide-d'un petit
emprunt., . .




Telle est la situation actuelle des Juifs
de Bulgarie.

E

Aprts la prise du pouvoilr par le "Otetchest-
ven Front® (front de la patrie) toutes les lois antl - juives .
furent abolies et de ce falt les Juifs reprirent tous leurs
arciens droite civilgsg et politiq1es redevenant ainsi des el- -
toyens de droits égaux.

Vu leur mouvaise situation dJconomique et
matérielle et par suite surtout du désir qul anime toute la
nation juive de créer un foy:or national, presque tous les Juiis

* de Pulgarie désirent ﬁﬁpigler en Palestine pour y vivze libre-

‘ment en tant que nation julve.

Yotre tfche consiste B commniquer ce qui
préctie au Congreés Mondial et & t8cher ‘de trouver en collabora-
“tion avec les auires délégués une solutuon efficace an problbme
des Julfs de Bulgarie. Pour cette raisgon nous prions
Votire Excellence de bien vouloir nous accorder son appul pour
1'obtention de nos visas d'entrée aux Etats Unis d'@xfnérique.

Veuillez agréez, Expellence, avec nos re-

~merciements respectueux 1ltexpressicn. de notre pargaite’éonsi-

dération,

aosafo% L. /
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' November 20, 1944

Broadcasts received in Bulgerien.

Comments of George Didoff, on the subject of "The Russlan
people commence the fight for 1iveration,"

The author relates in his comments the difficult siltuation of
the Russian people up until the era of Staline, which was
cleverly taken advantage of by the Jews in 1917 in order to
realize their intentions and throw the Russian people into
slavery. Bolchevism, as an invention of the wise Yews, was
created in order to eliminate the Russisn nation from the -

Europesn peoples.

After an exploitation of 25 years, the Russian people, who were
a target in the struggle of the former, were dragged into a
senseless war, But the war only raised the curtain upon the
bolehévist enigmas— -The plcture of this paradise is complete
and clear today. The true image of Steline has been uncovered.
The moment of awakening also has arrived,

The Russian people search today, after much suffering, for their
lost rights. The Russian nation is beginning the struggle for
its liberation under the. commend of General Viassoff. Millions
of Russian soldiers are commencing today their campaign against
tyranny, oppression and teérror. L - g

General Vlassoff expresses the Rﬁéé{gnfspirit, its faith and
tongue. He hasbecome the representative -of the efforts -and

national rights of the Russian peqple. ; .
In short, General Viassoff has become ﬁﬁe combatant for Christian

jdeas snd civilization egeinst, the Jewlish dogmes.

In the great struggle that the Russian people are commencing,

the Russian netion is rising, in order to emphasize through the
plood of its sons the right to live, the right of self-government,
collaboration and common activity with g1l the ‘other Eurvpean

_peop}es. -

General Viassoff 1s not conmencing a campaign: ageinst his own
people, but against all the outside elements which trample on
the liberty and independence-of Russia. He has become the

combatent of justice against tyranny, 0
of 1ight ageinst derkness. 5 o _
The liberation movement of General Vlassoff aims at . erushing.
bolchevism for. the triwmph of a free and national Russia. i

£ justice against injustice, =i -
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The example of the Russian liberation movement will be surely -
followed in the near future by all the people enslaved by
bolchevism. He who once feels the effect of the methods of
Staline cannot remain inactive and indifferent toward the

Bolshevist paradise..
Consequently, the Bulgarian people;'who had the unfortunate

fate to have known already the soviet invaders, can learn much
from the liberating action of General Vliassoff. Very Bsoon the

entire Bulgarian people will follow the example of the
Russian patriots, ’
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MEZHORANDTUM Towdg anie
Moo
November 19, 1044
Notes on Convnrsation with:
-Mr, Joseph Levy of Rousss, roprssentetive of the Jewish
Agericy in Bulgaria;
Kr, Vitali Chaimoff of Sofia, Prssident of ths Central
Committes of Zloniste in Bulgeria snd masmber of the
B Btnai Brith;
Mr. Sabatal sshkenazl of t.ousse, member of the Central
Committes of Zionist orgenizetions in Bulgaria,
These men arrived im lstanbul 3xpectiﬂg to be ablz to trevsl to
the United otatss, having boesn designated from G.nsve as Zionlst
mambers of the ulgarisn delngationﬁbo attend the conferences of
the ¥World Jewlsh Congress In the Unltad States,
I, The aconoric situation of ths lavrgsr proportion of the Jsws
in Bulgaria is very bad. Although nominally ths Jews have had
thelr rigrts restore’, practically these mesan very 1ittle. They
ars not able to find smployment, and thelr homas. and businesses
have not heen ronstored to them, nor have they recelvsd any finen-
cial assistsnce from ths Bulgarian Govsrmment, 1t 1s trus, how-
ever, that Jewisb »nponls have the rignt bp work 1f they can find
employment, in trne samz manner as’msmbsrsﬁpf_libaral profassions
such as doctors, lawysrs, dentlsts, stc., may sractlice thoss .
profsasions 1f they can finﬁ,clishts, Obviously, thls is not
simple whars neonls hav: be n out of work for four years,
Concaerning the raturn of funds expreoriatsd By the Governmant,
the 12 par cent capital levy which this Jews wefeiraquired to pay
a8%z8 tax lsinot to be restored., 'Yhess funds were ussed by tﬁe
Commisgariqt'for Jewish Affairs for the ‘administration of Jewish

propefties. A balance of apvroximately 150 million leva rsuains

in this sccount, However, these have been sar-msrked for

“‘restoration to épeeific organigations, such as 50 million leva for
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trustesd Jowish Community funds in Macedoula end three to four

million 1lsva for the Keren Keysmethi. The spacial.tex of 25 pér cent;
"on Jowlsh asssts, which hed been levioed, hes not been rasturnsd,

The fect is thst this is only a projet rs loil which, if put through,

will »rovide for nayment in 5 pnor bent‘non-nagotiabla bonds payable
~4in five years., 1il1s rastorstion, thasraefore, 1 carrisd ocut will

not provids ths basneficieries with éﬁy cash on wuleh to live.

The 25 per cenf tex at 1%42 valuss amounted to 2% billion leva,

Although ti: 12 ne» cant tsx on .fowish canital was supposad to

orovide a centrsl fund for esszistance to Jowish psople, the amounts

oxp nded for this »urposs wars very smell, en? cousisted largely

in a contribution to vearinms soun~kitchens in tire smount of elght

to 12 luva per psrson par day for fsading purposzs, The psrsonal

blocked property bas basn returned to the oripinsl owners if it

wes still on hand with ths Commlsserist for Jewish Af{airs.

II, 7The J-wish Consistoire--ths Consletoire Centrals des Juifs
en Bul@aria~fwith hsadguarters in sofie, Haévbéen officially -
eonstituted. The mombers oi the Congigtoire ware not elected b
the Communitiecs, but wers. aopointe:r b& Eha Government.. tThe Con-
aist&irs (accor.ing to information glven Kajor Heﬁry of tﬁe intg%
national Red-Cross) 1s composad of1 ' ‘

. Prasgident: Mr. l-avid Sroham, lawyer, legal counsel to the
Ministry of Soclal Workj .
Sacretary: lir. Manteko Rehaminoff, lawyerj
Vice-Prosident: Mr., Jagques Naten, publicist;
Membors: Mwe Nastla Isscove, chemlst; Mr. kdouard Arie,
lawyer; Hr, Ualis Tagger, businessman; Nr, Israel
Mayer, laborer.

The list supplisd me by Mr. Josepn Levy 1a: Davis Zroham,

., President, Soclallst} Jacqueg Natan, Edouard srie, Hantsko

Rahaminbff,lﬂastié Isacova,‘Salis_quger,jNﬁtan Grunbarg, Joseph
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Alcalay, Agrarian, and Chelomo Hachlah, Zveno party. It is to be
noted that althougn the Consistoire is supposse. to represent all -,
political partles, thers ars no Zionistfmembers thereof,
III. Bobtwsen 20 and 22 thousand Jews have thus far rzturnsd to
Sofia., Their living conditlo:s an<d their economie positlion &re
bad. - Y
IV, About 15,000 of the Jews in Bulgaria are very poor. <lthey
urgantlﬁ raquire, in ad’‘ition to food, clothing, sriocas, msdicaments,
and housshold furnisk:ings, In ad?ltion, 2,000 families, involving
savin to eighﬁ thousand persons, arae artisans and small business
p2ople, who would be able t. essist themselves il they wsrs sule
to sacure cradlls fur capital. Tha ragnlar banks resquire guaran-
tess for loans, which th=ss neopls ars not able to provics.
Acenr ingly, it would bs well I funds could be found for the
astablisimont of coopsrotivas. The coéparativqs which heretofore
existeu.Werq liquicdat«c¢ under the antiéﬁfwish rogulations, with
ona exesptlon. -<his wes the SofiavJewiShVCoopefative Bank, Geule,
which at one time had 3300 members and a capltal of 18 million
1gva, This bank could savs itsalf by?marging wiph a Bulgarian
non-Jewlsh coowerative, so thet 1its cbaracteriséip_as a Jawisﬁ:
institution has been lost., This’is sorto such an extent that sven
~though Jan ara now supposed tofﬁe able to raﬁurn to thelr former
-emplqymantjbthe Jéwish smployess of the former Geula havernot been
i able to got ﬁhair,jobs back, Hany of the formsr officers and
“directors of Geula &rs still in Bulparia. Mr, Chalimoff &as for-
merly vice-prasid%nt; iio did not think phat it wouwld be possible

- to ralse much money in Bulggfia as capltal for ﬁ coonsrative,

Vi CTha health-or the Jewish péopla 13 bad; [HEighty per cent of




—4-

the men, which ineludas batwesn sly andreight thousand young
parsnns, who had been in the forced-labor battaiions, contracted
melaria during thelr sarvice, &slthough not complet-1ly curad,

tiey keve now been called us for militery servics in thn bulgarien
army ‘'or hava raturnes to 3ofi€)ﬂ7Just orior to the departur- of *
tasse Infurriants, a small anldemic of typhus and diphtheria broke
ogut in on= SWBI; groub in 3ofia. 1iis crowded llving conditions,
wit’ two ¢mnd thre= fenillaes foreed to shars ons room, cerriss

witihh 1t th: —anger of wide~sorsad 1lllnsss, ‘h:srs ara no madica-r
mznts of eny kind in oulperis for the assistance of tress psople,
VI, Although th» Consistoire is oppossé to emlgration, the

larger procrtion of Jswish poopls in Sulgdria wish=s to leave

that country. Thess paopls, aspeéially thhe youngsr groups, sse

no future for thomsslves in ﬁuléaria, anc: wisk to l=avs that
countr; to ra~sstablish thems~lv-g elsewhere. Qlthoqgh the Bul-
garlan Government has stated officially and publidiy that they

ars not opposad to emigration, and in fact are willing;té do'every-
thing they can to assist those persons withinrihe framework—of
Bulparian law wha wish to emigrate, thsere still ars a great meny
difficultiss attandant upon the completion‘of the necesgary forma-
1iti=s. .dhere ars;still requirsd the 1G,to 15 different individuai
documents beférs q_berson may leave, Yhe passports still ar§
endorsed to ihcicéte that théy ars balng Issues Torimmigration,
thersamo»way as they were prior to the change inrsituatioﬁ in

. Buléaria,'and which at that time connptsd that tre holders wora nét

" 'to be permitied to raturn to Bulgarig., A simplifteation of

,eﬁ;grabioﬁ‘réquiremants éb uld. bs secured,:




November 22, 1944
e

I spoxe wilth Major Henry today, who recently left Bulgaria
whore ne héd been sngaged principally in prisonsr-of-war work
in bshalf of the Internatlon;l Rad Cross, Hn stated thét he ad
Interasted himself in Jewish affairs and had been ih contect on
a number .of occasions with tha Jewlsh Coﬁsistoire, 2speclally
with kr. Zroham. Aécorﬁing to Mejor Hanry, thas situation of
Jowlsh noople 1n Bulgaria ralatively 18 not bad, He ststed thnat
in ais opinion about 10,000 pronle naed cl-:thing, In his ovinion
about 5,000 leya per porson per ront: would -nsbla a nae.y indi.
vidual to cover his exnansws. However, matsriel help 1s nsaded .
bacausc sven with funds things suc- as clothing'anﬁ rsdicinss
cannot b- murchased in Hulgaria. ¥ajor anryrsaié that hn
racsived most of his Informstlon ragerding the positisn of Jewish

psopl: in Bulgsrias from tha C usistoirayaeoplé.

Frs;inw conversations with ths Zisnist grous mentionsd above
and witQiMajOP ngry, I judge thet thafqvis a fun'am9ﬂ£a1 differ-
enee béé%aan the 55nsistoife paopla gad the Zipnists. Ihe Consis~
toirs membsfs whb, I am infrrmed, had not bsen prq¥ioualy dctive
1n Jewish communal affairs, were hand-picked by ths Govearnment,
Théir viswpoint appar@ntly is that now that the.ﬁewish people

have had thelr rights r-:stored, they must'remaingiﬁ Bulgaria and

. make ‘the bsst of th: 5ituation. This viewpoint 1s fundamentally
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opnosed to that of the Zionists, whao naturally are in favor of &

omlgration, which thsy say 15 the desire 0:" the mejority of Jews

in Bulgarip, ‘Thess f&étors, toat i=, too netionslist attitude on

t:o nart of tkz Conslstoirs and tfc onpnsite nolnt of vi:.w of the
Ziouists, undoubte r: wafluetod dn 811 tudr clstlonsh!ns
wit- the sulrerlan G vorneont, and thalr attitudoss wit: regard to

Jewlsh proﬁlems in “ulyaria today,




Nov. 13, 1944

WHB 183

Subject: mvrvwxskvaf 172 psrsons from humania and bulgaria.proceeded

to Palastine,
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Trenslation

Co- \Y
November 28, 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

SOFIA

News from abroed.

London 17, Reuter.

News thet the Reuter correspondent at Belgrade advises that
of the 12,000 Jews who lived in Belgrade, there remain alive
only 29. There followed a description of the tortures,
sufferings and other things to which the Jews were subjected
during the stay of the Germen military in the capital of
Yugoslavia,
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TWLEGRAM SENT ’ Nov. 11, 1944

WEB 182

Subject: arrival of 115 persons from Bulgaria, including 87 chil-

dren.
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U Bubgnin,

Novoﬁber 8, 1944 .

BALE AN §2VS AJ4D PROPAGAJDA

BULGARIA

Radio Sofiat The Sofia vress Acvotes much space to articles con-
‘cerning the anniversary of the Rusgian October Revolution. )

smong the coatributors of articles in the"Otetchegtven Front"”
(Fatherland Front) are the Prime Linister and the following )
ministers: Damian Veltchev, Petko Stainov, Dimo Kazasov, k.
Neytchev, the secretaries of the central committees of the four
parties of the Fatherland Froat, General karinov, Chiecf of Staff,
and osther prominznt personalities.

In his article, Kimon Georgiev writes: "It i1s for jhe first
tinc that the Bulgarian people have the possibility of taking
part with the people of the USSR in the celebration of the apniver-

_ sary of the Qctober Revolution. On this occasion we are glad to

zive exprosslon to the orofound enthusiasm which we feel over the
grcat progress which the Soviet Republics have kade in the culturc
of thc minA anA? rsterisl culture, all of which acquigitions have
provcA their power in the force of the Red Army. Thc roots of
fheso achicvomonts arc founA in the work of the Russian Revolution.
The goverancat of the Bulgarian Fathorlan? Froat has cnosen as the
first voiant in its forcimn opolicy cordial fricecndsghip with the
USSR an? ctcrnal corradeship with thc Russian people.

In the samc acwsvapcr Dimo Kazasov, kinister of Propagania,
has an srticlc-entitled: "The Revolution and Propazanda’, in which
he statod that "if foreign provaganda with rezard to iaternal
coa?itions in Russia before the Gerkan Aefeat at Stalingrad had
bcen corrcet, the Rod Army vould not have been able to conquer
thc G-rhan var wachins which was reported as perfoeted in every
point of view. It is clear that this Aefeat wag not duc to a
mirsclc but 5 a revolutionary rcality. The best propagensa’, the
kinistor afdszd, "is that which Ao 10t cxpose itgclf."

Also in the sanc papcr Tgols Dragoitcheva, menber of the

political bureau of t= workers' Party and Scerctary of the
Nationsl Committcc 5f thc Fathcrland Front, contributcs an artiecle
on "For the etsraal fricadship bctwecn Bulzaria and the Sdoviet
Union." Ths writcr statcs that "Fascist agents had attcmpted for
two Accadtcs to aow hostility and animosity betwcen our liberators
and oursclvis, but the iass of tho Bulgarian pgoplc roumaincd faith-
ful to thc scatimeat of fricadehip with Russia...  The great work
of thc groczt Octobeor Revolution gavs to workcers, to pcasaints and
to intecllcetuals of Bulzaria s great lcesson on how to fight. for
their rights and liborty -and for country whon it .is in -danger. The
millions of victike givca by the USSR for the liberation of “Soviet
Russia aad for all ncoolcs uadcr the Fascist yoks and Gthe thousands
of vietins zivon by us arc a firm boad in tho.military Pan-Slav
Union.~., In the hcavy task of drawing Bulgaria out of Ber idtcrnal
igolatioli, tho sovcrnment of the Fathirland Frout is gratcful to the
grcst powops who have srantcd an armistice vwhich ig favorablce  But
21l the Bulgarian pcoplc arc cepseially gratcful to thg fratcrnal

thc Bulgariesns must fight and work for the ¢ternal fricnd-

sin the tpo Slavie pcoplcs. ' '

To the MSvoboda" (Liberty) Pctko Stoyanov, kinistcr of Finance,
contributes i artlclc on Russia. He states that “the USSR from
the ceondiic vaint of vicw ig rich in population and in productive
possibilitics, and in spitc of losscs aal Aamagcs, tarough -its
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onormousg human forcc it not .only rcpalrs Yut crcatcs ncw richcs

and plaas for the futurc of froc pcoples. In the .cconoiic slde -
it cxtends the ficld wherc pcreonal capacity, talcot, and fidclity’
16 the goneral wolfarc dotermiac the situation of cach citlzen.:

In cvery Alrcetion thoirc is cquality. Thc country has a moAcrnizcd
agriculturc and a dovilopes industry which is deoveloping further
with a ncthoAical plan. There cRists no other country whorc the
cult zad love of tos country has reachoed thf lovel of USSR."

Also in thc "Syoboda" Lozan Strclkov zives tho story of the
strugzle of thc revolutionists of the Oetober Revolution, rcsulting
in tho cstablishicat of the Uaion of the Sovict Ropublics. He
writcs of the transformation in tho eountry of thc confition of
th: ocassnts, thc agvclopment of industry, the rcvision of public
insbruction, tho sttoation givea t9 public hzalth and tuc provisions
For welfarce in othor ficlAs waieh changed complctcly tho country.
Thc writer praiscs thc military stratesy of theo Commsndcr-in-Chicf
Stalian, and tho capaclty of the ReA Army, iw their grcat victorics,
and a3ds: "With thc Red Army togcthor with the apmics of thc grcat
Acmocracics Malsnd and Ancrica, the liborating trooos of harshal
Tito, the foreccs of tac Fatherland Froat of Bulsmaris, anf® the
undcraround forcss in Zuropc, annihilatc thc cacmy, liboratc all
pooplcs, en” guarantce the conquecsts of the October Revolution
for the Sovict Pcoples." ‘

The "Wovo Kambana" publishcs sn article catitled "Revolution anAd
LanA", in which it is stated that "the harmony of the material and
moral reosourcos of the Russieaa pcople has constructed a ncw gocicty
capatle ?f not only dcfending its work but slso crushing its
cacmics. "

Radio Sofisa broadcast on dovewbor 6th the spccch of Larshal Stalin
50 tac ocoasion of the October Revolution. .
the sccasion of thc 27th anniversary of the October Rcvolutlion,
ac Bulgarizi rcgonts sont a telegram to hihall Kalinila, President
the Suprcmo Gouncil of the Sovict Union, congratulating him
the inAustrisl transformation of tho country and thc crcation
the ReAd Arpy waich in its victorious advance libcratcd lends
invadcd by AorLany, an? cxteadiag best wigheg for further success
and complite victory over thc cncimy«®

Genoral harinov, commander in chisf of the Bulgarisn arky, also
sands a toleorsk of zroetings to the Red Army in thc newme of the
Bulzarian armye E ’

The ccatral Conmittec of the Workcrs® Party (comnunist) scnds a
message of friendship and 3007 wighcs to the eccatral committce of
the Party Comiunist (Boilshovi) on the occagion of the October
Revolution, =a” its thzaxzs to the Red Army for its aid in Ariving
the Gcrran invaders from the éountry, 2a saviidg Bulgaria from the
national cetastronnc which monecod 1t. : .

On tho occasion of thc smiversary. of tn¢ Revolution, tus Soviet
Lczation in Sofia held a rcecotion. . #2 Bulgarian regent was
prescat; Geaczral Larholev ropresmatcd tho roegeney. The Prime
Linister, oth.r ministirs, the conkander in chief, high dfficials
spand officcrs, mcebors of thc Aiplomatic corps and other active
Ecmbors Ta the political ond soecial 1life of the city attcadcds.

Phé& - anniversary of the Octobcor Revolution was cclcbrated also by a

coremony 5t the Cincha Balken. at thrce o'glock in the aftcrnoon.

" Tac ccrcmony was conruched under the auspiccs of the committee of

 thi Fathirland Front. The Prime kinister and other promincat hoibers
of thc Pathcerland Froat aad represcatatives of the USSR a2ddrcssed
the nooting.: .
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The kinist.r of Fducztion statcd that the Russian languaze will be
an obligatory subjcet for the matura cxaminations - cxamlnatians

for cutrsiace to thc university.

The iinigter of Publie Hioalth, Dr. Anguclov, has sent instructions.
to the reaionel prefcets an? othcr officiale in thc provinecs o
prcseribing strict attcoatlon to the health eondition of the
populstion. ’ :

Arry Cokkand communiques No.58: East of tho Ibar river our troops
have prcsescd back tuc cachy tovarAds ths wost. Ficrec fights are
eontinuing for toc liboirstion of Kuksnovo a27alast a stubborn cnemy
resistancs. Tho Bulgerisn army nss spproachod within twd or thrce
kilomcters of thc suburbs of thc town. Hear tac river Zletovska
the battle has Aovolovcad favorably for osur troosps. Since the
cavturc of Strouwitsa our troops havec beon pursuing tuc coehye

Air attacks continuz agaiast bridges end wotor traasport.

The militory hoalth officors have been sumndned by army order to
prescat thanaolves for training at various ccatcrs indicated.

S
Donpuecn?or comicntator spesking on the subjeet of the twenty
clau (of the Bulgarian srmistice) statcs that those twenty
ClEhSuS have buried the Bulzarian vcoolc alives

RULANTA
%1330 Romay On the osccasion of the Acfinitive liboersztion of
5 by the Sovict Fumasnian troops, tac kiag scot a tele-
of 7zrstitudc to the Presideat of the Supreme Councill of tuc
and lkareks=l Stalin.
act Lot on Novarbor 5th undcr Prosident Sanatcoscu. The
resscd its dcsirc to tighten its rolatioas with the alliecd
afotlvcs a4 cspoelzlly the Sovict Coumbandcr, 204 Acelared
wiuld n cvery effort to tske the nccessary icasurcs for
mnly of the Sovict allicA arwy and for rcstoring onrovirty
from ths Sovict territory. The cablinct 2lso approved ccertain
modificationgsf tho laws rclating to the ministerial organization.

The pllitery eommandzr of Bucarcst aanounced tnat ths vrescnt
gitustion Aid aot pcrmit Aispensgias with camouflagee Lights are
"Esuflagcd betwecn the hours of 18 and §, but vartial
> i creitted in the strects, sn? proprietors as well
as steuV suthoritics =sro ziven the rvsp0051b111ty of t,klﬂ” carc
of lightin~s in tucir respcetivs buildings.

Army commuaicquc: In northeast Huazary, Rumanian troops have by
surpries AcstroycA o nuwbor of acsts of snemy resigtance aorth
wogt of tia. Tlgsas E on b Tissa 207 the Depube the joint
forccs continue cek 7owm tho cacky recistance and make new
Progress. : -

anaivcorsary of thé October Revolution,
1us homage to the Union of the Socislist
2 picturc of thc rapid end zrcat achiecve-
zig of “the liberty of man znd a better
2*4s: -"On this A5y the Runasnian
2vitude the horole sacrifices of

2 20? the bonds vhich bind ancw the two

e s0 in 2 fratcraity of blood shed in common for the

libcration of rﬂﬁsylvanla.‘

In itg nmoctias on Noverber 5th the Council of Einisters approved
the proposals conccrning thr rcgtitution of property taken fromw
Sovict tir orys In rcsumé of the twcolve: articles of the Draposed
law, a1l obiscts end moveablc property takon from:. Soviet teyritory
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must bo roturncd to indicatced placss within fivc days aftcr the
publication of thc deerccs Tho declaration with r rd to thcse”
abicets must indicatc the origin of the objcet, or zive such id-
Cfornation as would make it pogsible to tracc the sakce Undcr
con“itiongs 2 dclay in rcstitution is vermitted and also
with ruserd to thc posscssion of propcrty by -Runzalans
A os of $ovict orizin., Tho commigsion of ermisticc is 2l go
cmpower-d t> takc the nocossary lcasurcs 40 hasten the exccution
of the 3cercc. Thosc who arc suilty of violzotiosa of régulations
sstoblished by thc dceroc arc liable to punishmcat and’ imprison-
peoat of from five to tweaty yoarse

A st in thc Aistrict of Bucarcst therc will be a
Stwoca the 10th aad the 20th of dovonbor.

= s cantcocn of frec neels for poor pcople
- ceteblisncd. Arranszermcats have boon wade for serviag,
ons hundrcd fifty Loals cach Ray. The Red Cross bas also
eontributcd to "this =17 t> public welfarc.

In the ovoning brosdeszst of Jdovenber 7th, bcfarc announccrents,
Rugsian Fusic was olayced for tuc Russisn bour io the scrics of
unitcd natioas prozrams. On Tucegiay tho 14th, thc British hour
will be broa*cst.

The catirc Rupanizn oreoss Acvotcs its issuc on dovambor 7
5 srticlces in commomoration of thc Russian October Rcvolution.

HUSZARY

Radio 3ufanc The chief of tho army gencral staff apperls t9
Tic for Aonstion of wintcer clothing for the army.
The ~rmy communique states that the Girnan 2nd Hungarian
arEorycd units u2d cut tho sratt supply routc Budz cef-Keegkenct
214 g5 untorruptcd the Sovict froatel attack ag=inst Budapcst.
Howover, betwoca Szolnok end Czeglod Soviet trooovs nad geincd sdLc
srouad. Thc Red Arny troops thol attempted 1-nding o1n Cscpel island
asuth 9f Budspcst asve bcen repulsed. But other Sovict units
Lodg = l-nAianz on the little island wost of Dunsharaszti. The
eomnuniqus Acelarces thast the tension south =1nd southcest of Budepcst
. In Budzpcst ttself traffic is almost asrmele On the
¥ cncy sanouaces from Bornc that a great auLber
U arici _fuzces have fled in panic over thc roads lcadiag o
w: Austrien fronticr, ead the ssni aseney from Stockholh statcs
tast thc foll of Bufapest czanot be dclayed. Toce Gorkans arc i
ratc offorts to fortify Budepesty but panic roigns in T
The $ovicts coatinue: €0 ¢nicircle Budapeste N yA“
stent circlcos" warn the publie, militery and civil Q*F";Uw
autooritics A %nc scrviccs of the Arrow Cross party that persda syt
who . =rc wrovidcd with passcs, visag 2ad imrigretion certificates
Aclivercd by forcign iczations 20d ‘Intcrnational Red Cross canaot
be eallcad for wilitery or civil work; =also lcgation buildinzs and
¢ rcos neve cxbratorritorial rightsvl‘?%%g:fff§%§§:93§g§

Tnc froc Huagarisn’ kovoicnt hes broadcast a
gu.stion in- Huagary« The spcaker dcelarcs
lirance : iboral focling have becn deeply rooted in
the sodl of th a meople; the cquelity of all raccs 204 -
religioas was suc of the basic wrinciples 5f tac Hungarisn nztional
“revolution of 13428 244 the cheacipetion of Jews wag one of the
great evonts of last century's: Hungarian policy. Discriminatjion
against Jows began daly with Lhe rczetishary: regimc of 1919 and
versceution of the Jows bezon 1ngt lharch when Huagary was o¢cuplicd
with the Gcorrzns. < svernicnt of  9$zbojay blindly executed
the wishcs -of sadic Aitlir Togardiag the Jeyse  Hungariens who have
beeome insbrumcnts of this brutal =nd inhuran policy will be punished
ag War criminsls., Thco majorivy f theﬂHun&arian people rcjcetcd
this inhuian voliey.. : : ! - QW1




TLEGRAM SENT - Nov, %, 1944
7 | s,
¢ WEB 179
| Subject: Leparture of grouo of 80 persons who arrivez from
Bulgaria on Nov. 3. Arrival of additional group of Polish

refugeess from humania. g . ¢

VEkED
Cwlyas i



lgtanbul, October 30, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehles

There 1tz enclosed herein a translation of a
broadcast mads over the Sofia radlo on Ostober 21
on the matter of the deportations of Jewish people
which took place from Macedonia and Threce. The
s information contained in the broadcast at this time
has only historicel interest, but you might find
it interesting as an indication of the change of
sentiment in Bulgaria which now permlts sueh broead-
. casts to be made, and in addition to help round
out some of your files on Bulgaria,

" With kind regards,

Singsrely yours,

Herbert Katzki

J. Y. Pehle, Esquire
Exgeutive Director
War Refugee Board *
Treasury Bullding
Ya& ington 9, D. Ce

Incl,.




Translation

Jxtract frow: Broadcasts rsceived in Bulgarian (OWI)

October 21, 1944, 19:00 Tofla 352.9 M.

fhe Commissar for Jewish Affasirs in culparis, Beleff, had
concluded an agreement with Captain ranpanberg, officar in the
.55 foreas, concerning tios smigration of 20,000'Jews from Bulgaria
to Yoland, '
after th: signing of this apreemsnt, ths Germen o8 officer
told B-leff that re should have toe consent of the Zulgarien
Government, so that tuas Govs:nment would not have any claim for
the reiurn of trese dJdewish emlgrants.

%ith unegualled cynicism, Beleff declared thset hessrs; Filoff,
Gabrovskl, =tc., were not vaery intercsted in the raturn of the
emigrants. To justify tonis, ¥r. Beleff exhiblted thé d=cision
taken by the i'inistorial Councll, prutocol 116, aécording Yo
w:ich the Jdews who should 1:ave or,emigraté,from Bulgaria would
sutomstically lose their ﬁulgariaﬁ citizenship.

it concernsc itself with the seﬁding to Poland of a contin
gent of 20,000 Jews, anc the rost wouldibs sent'after April 15.

1t was nscessary Lo arrangs everything for t@; first por-
tion. MNotuing bubt a signature, aﬁd Lhé fate of 20; 000 persons
was decided, : - o
rhay p;%ceeded with the organization of this shipment.
gvery “living person had to bs sent off. %It vwas to be announced
to the Jews that Uthey were to be sent to theiinterior of tne

country, VUhat low taetics!

Two weeks of faverish orgsnirzation passed. -Lists, railway
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cars, and cven {(wnat lronyl!) a sanitary service, which was to

assdrq the hasalth of the enigrants, werefpfepared.
flarch % is the nollday of the libsration of bulgaria. During
that night £h5 wilitery guards went fﬁum houss to nouss andv
announcs’ .to Lh.a Jews that they héd to be rea?y'in ne nhadr. Thsy
had to tak: with thsm money, valuagle objscts, enc other things.
"Tbg humanuherd was ssnt in the first placs ts}conéentrationt:_
camps nrovisionally orpganizeé in the Statioﬁs., Thé;e a new task: -
t- eount the p rsons. . .
_The "zatriots" stol~ from the Jewsvtheir monvzy and valuablas,
as Qell as th-ir baggege, Therpolicemen ridiculed ths woméh.’
Th: rallwey cars wers rsady. The guards acceptszd (received)
the.nﬁaro:anéisc”. Tun oors ware herﬁgticélly'cloéed and :
s=alod. ' o
- Tha_"éhipmentfrcoming frdm’ééibﬁpriéﬁﬁés'léajea'qn,ppéé o
cars, rhsrchilQrﬁnAwére noérly dea”;ffémﬂhuhgér : siée old @en ;;”

and. women, whera ¥Wsrs no young boys to:bs Seen 1n the csrs,

L

;béé?uééft “¥ire moblilabd into force

FThe-cors went through the veglon whsrs b ya:&eréfat
thatyméménﬁ;,,hoﬁatfths passing eriad: it the i 8- ol their

’emGtﬁé:éfah’ £ #hars,'énd thirealter vere Beaten by th

. Tnuel they arrlved: at. Doupnltsi, - where thore was d nsw census

here. ware some deads 3500 persons found death in.

bn»féiiwéy;cﬁrsf ha;fjﬁsadrwighr;

Lom, where- Some barges wers alrsady”
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prepared to receive them, and from there towards Ketowitss,
toward Poland. 9158 persons were sent from the reglon of Skopile
and 13,203 others fro. Balomoris and tiacedonia, None of them

remains alive.

. thz rast of the Jews of our lend could :sceps at the lest

moment, tuanks to the energetic rasiztence of the Bulgarigh,'

peonla,
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LEGRAN SENT HMXX
TELEG _ : Sept. 29, 1544

WRB 162 s !
Subject: Efforts of Klarman and Pomersnz (sic) on behalf- of
Bulgarian Jews. fhese persons claim to be representatives

of the\Board, but their actions are at, varlance with

the Board!s policy with regard to Bulgarla,
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¥ N v 1 A Jebotinsky- - - lgf—d'rl\rnr i
0 , Bmergency Committee Jerarntity

P to save the Jewish People of Europe o
Y " Washington, D. C. . ) )
‘ | Istanbul, Sept. 28th 944
Mr, Iras Hirschmann
Waer Refugee Board
Istanbul

Deay Mr, Hirschmann,

I am happy to announce that Mr.' Joséph Klarmenn, who has been
sent by the Emergency Committee to . Bulgaria, has been able to dev-
elop & ver[\ﬁ successful activity. As no -doubt you have alreéeady- been _
informed, Mr. Klarman nes recolved on september 19th by Mr,. Dymo. .
Kazasoff, Minister of Propagenda, who handed him a declaration in .-
the name of the bulgarlan Government, This declaration which was ™
released to the press and over the radlo on September 22, 1s the-
£ipst of its kind conteaining both an expression: of sympathy with
a jewish State and the details of the practical restitution of
jewlsh rights and property. .

" This declaration was the result of & protracted period.of
spade work, carried out by the Emergency Cominlttee in Turkey. It hes. .
far reaching results not only for the fate of the Jews of Bulgaria butb
also for that of those of ‘the nelghboring countries, Thus in. the
lest few days there-is considersble agltation: in this country for the
restitution of the varlik. "1 also hope that -1t will open & possibi-
11ty for a simllar step of the rumenian Government. A correspondent
of the Bmergency Committee, Dr.-Srage Rosing has, I understend, been
received by tre. King but I don't know if he was &ble To use the

- oecasion for our purposes for. he went:to Rymenia as g private jour-
nalist = however Mr. Klermen is planning. to proceed to Bumenia: as
soon as he will have astablished” the: machiniery necessary for the
practical exploltation of -the Kazasoff ‘declaration, SN IR

T 7 Xido. not know 1f this actlvity cen be “termed Msaving the Jew-
1gh People:of Europe™ = the Bulgerlian S~ and-Rumsniens ‘cleim that,” as .
far .@s they are concernsd the Jewish Péople has already been -saved - -
‘but it is certainly & relief sctlvity end, 1ike:any menifestation of - -
““the importance -set by the Jews,. 1t mey have.salutary sffects in‘the .

© gt111 ocouded parts of Burope. -l o0 e o ER

‘. Iipave therefore ‘the follow

ing Iﬁeciuéisj oFf the Wer Refugee ':Bbéfq'; :

%0 7o suthorize me to finance. Mr. Klarmens brip and activities
out of funds which my Committee was permitted.-to gend under: your :

¢ . .Sincerely yours, . -

ab tihg_k&ﬂ
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Extract from OWI b_.letin, Broadcast received a Bﬁlgarian,

September 27, 1944; Sofia, 18:30

-London: 27: Reuter: Davlid Brown, offieial Reuter correspondent

at Allled Headquarters in Italy announces: )

It was announced today that five of the eight railroad bridges on
the Danube, betwesen Budapest and Belgrade, are unusable at ﬁresent
following violent attacks by Allied bombs.

L;_ef_‘b__ .« v

y -By a decree of the Ministerial Council, the projected law concern-
ing pupils of the sclo lastlic year 1943/44 is approved, for pupils
having taken part in the army of national liberation, as well as
for Jewlish pupils, whose scholastic year was not acknowledged as
a result of their Jewlsh origin, end ......
article 1 - To be promoted, acknowledged as having finished the
school year 1943/44, are those puplls, regularly registered or not,
who participated in the army of nationasl liberation, as partisans.
‘he participents in this army receive a document delilvered elther
by the munlcipal authority or by the respective detachment of
‘partisans, of which the pupil was a member.
article 2 - All the Jewlsh pupils whose school year 1943/44 was
not acknowledged, and who passed with success the year 1942/43
in a Bulgarian school, and who following the measures agalnst
people of Jewlsh orlgin were not admitted into Bulgarian schools
in 1;45/44, are promoted.

(As a result of & continuous buzzing, it was impossible to hear

this news well, as well as the continﬁation of that concerning

Jewish pupils.)
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/ 29 votobre 1944

AROADCASTS RECFIVED 1¥ BUL GARIAR

20. 00 G¥T. SOFIA 352 s =

Gonditions de L'srmistice esigné Y kosgou eantre les gouverncments
ies Katione-Unise et le gouvernenent Bmlgare du Fxont Rationsi.

e gouvernement de Sujyarie scoepte .83 couditiona de -‘'sxmistice
offertes uar les gouverneuents d i%Wnion Soviétigue, da Royaume-
Yni,des Bbtats-Unis d'Amdrisue au nom de toutes les Kstiong=Unies
ss trouvsnt en guerre contre 18k xexspANzBul garie.

Fn re,.ort sveo ce qui vient a'8tre oitd, le resrdoentant du Haub
Gompander ent Sovidtigue, le mardobal Tolbukhing, et le représen~
tant du Heut Commandement des Allids de la région ds la ¥éditérannd
le ileutenant-Cénéraigdsmes Gamel, au nom Ge 1'&nion Sovidtique,

du Royaume~ai, des B ato~Unis dvAmgriue, su nom de touten les
sutionp=Unies se trouvant ok guerrs aveo ls Bulgwrée, d‘'us ol0td,

at les reuordsentzmts du gonvernenent &« la Buigarie, le minigtre
der Affaires Etrangdres, i. 8teinov, les minigtres sarg ortefeni. ¢
o1 Ter gohev et ~etoov et _e mimiatre dcs Fiumsnoes, .. stoyanov,
3o i'sutre cfté ont signéd les conditious guivantes:

1 %‘: La dulgerie, a,rks svolr interrolyu ieb o.érations pdditairet

aontTe .'union Sovidticuee ie 9 septerbre, 1944, et 5,:rés avolir rom-
a sos re.stions avee l'Alionagne, le 6 se-tembre, 1944, et aveo

is Hongriey i€ 29 sectembre, 1944, a cessé les o;.é)r;tiaae miiibsires
sontre t‘;m?es iez subtres Lations~Unled.

B/: Le gouvermenont bulgare est obligé de désarmer les trouyes
ailenapdes se trouvent em sulpgarie ot de les livrer comse étant
crisopnliers 4z guerre. .

/s .e goavernencst de ia Puigeric s'enguge de néne d'interner les
sujets Allemends et ceux de ses satébilhes.

I/: Le gouverseuent:.de la Buigerlie stengage de soutenir et de foure
ni@ les foroes adriennes, terrvestres et navales gqul peuvent &tre
désigndes pour le service aous le commandemnont géndéral &2 Heut

Oommandenent Alllé aw-Sovidtique. Oes forces ne doiventjas 2tre en~
1%acoord EXETE:

gloyées dens le territoire des Allide, excepté sves
syéaledble dun gouvernement alllé intéréesné.
B/: Lors de la cezsetion des hostilltés sveo 1%'4ilemagne, leg_foTroe!

iigﬁ g:lgares Goiveat 8tre dérobilirdes et soumiges Su Bamkxrdi
16" §8 :ispion allide de contr8le pardant le ten;s de palx.
%é; Les Torces armdes bulgares et les fonetionasiren, en aocoord sver
sondition créoddente scoeptée par le gouvarnement Bulgare, le 1.
ogtobre, 1944, doivent 8tre évacudpfes territoires grecs et yougose
laves, oulysnit le délel 4gid ddeigné. Les autoritds Bulgsres doiver!
immédistement prendre les mesures pour dvacuer des territoirves
greas et yougouslaves, les Bulgares jui étsient aujets de la Bulgari
vera le ler Janvier,1941, et d*amsular toutes les situstions
3 9. ot adninigtratives ayant rapport 3 llannexion ou biea
# den territoires gress et yougoslsves 3 1la Bulgsrie.
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; Le gouvermewent 02 la Bulgarle va sssurer La possibilidé aux

apee sovidtiques et allides d4e trsverser librement le territol=
re bulgare vers n'impirte quelle dirveotion , sl cela s'impose
suivant l'opdnion du commandement su:érieur govigtigue 21116
auivant la circonstuncem ilitaire; le gouvernement de la Bulgerie
alors donners sa coopération svec ses moyems de communication et
osol 3 son gompte sar terra, mer et air.

s Le gouvernewent de la Bulgerie va imo 4 diatement Libérér

ous les -risonnders de guerrc et internés Aliiés. Jusqu'eu moment
de nouvel ordre, le gouvernement de .is Bulgurie devrs sssurer

aon compte, ) tous les prisonniers et internés alliés, perponnages
enlevéss et réfugids, y-compris dsns ce nombre aussi les sujets de
1z Grdeeet de la Yougoelavie, une mourriture suffipsnbe, l'habile=
iement, slde médicsle, et les objects senitsires et hyglénigues}
ainel gue les moyens de transport .our ie retour de guei gue soit
la peysornne dams 80N DaY8.

3 e goavermemeat Bulgsre ve imiédiatement Libérer, sams tenir
compte, de ia sujdtion et de la natiopalité toutes lea unersonnes
petenues en ;rison, en rag;port avec leurs aotivités en faveur des
Notions~Unies 6u blea pour leur intérdt gemm l.‘oeuyre des Allidag
ow bier en roison de la guestion raciale, et leurs'convictions
réligienses, ot de méme changerxa ls législature de ?.

§): Ls Bulgarie va oollaborer dame 1a recherche des personues
socugdes de orimes militalres et pour leur Jugenent.

%!: Le gouvernenent de ls Bulgarie stengage dtannuler imnédiatement
outes Les organimstions se trouvant en 4t erritoire bulgsre, pro=
pitiéricnnes, et autres faseistes, nilitaires, militzires em pertile
politigues, et sutres, mensnt une propagande onnemie sux Natiome-
Unies; ot de ne nlus permettire dorédnavant 1'exigtencs d'orgenigat io
de ce genre. i \
8): La publicetiony 1'import, et las distribition, ea Bulgarie de
toute littdrature périodique ou mon, la représentation thédtrsle
ou oinématg§§§phique, 1e trevail des statioms radiophgniques, les
£.T,T., serd reanipds avec 1tacooxd du Heut Comuandement Al1ié
Sovigticue. .
: Le guavermement de ia Bulgerie rend toud les hiens dup Natlons=-
mies ¥ leurs sujeta, ye—compris les propridtés grecanss ot yougbels
ven, et paye la réparation des .prtea ot d4gdts causds sux Hationge
Uniss pendant ls suerre,conprenant 1 grtoe et la Youghmlavie qui
gerank 4teblie plus tarde
10)s Le gouvernsment de ls Zulgerie ritzblira tous les droits et
r2ta- des Nabions-Unies et de ieurs sujets en Pulgerie.
llt: Le gouveraement de ls Bulgarie s'sngage de o'sccorder,aux dé-
315 de la comuigpion allide, de remdre 1'Union Bovidtique ot de

méne & 1a Orkoe et la Yougoelavie et 3 toutes les Retiong-Unies
gompldtenent oonsorvés toule les. objects préaieax ot matdydsux,
enlevds 4o leur pays pesr l'Allemagaa ot 1a Bulgaris, panddmt la Zue
ve, appartebant aux organisations gouverneuenteles,
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soclsles, ooopéretives, aingi que'Eis eatre.rises, institutione
gumna ot aux sujets privés comme i'inventsire de fabrigques et v.gines
wsgons ot iocomotives, traoteurs, automotileg, monuments. historiques

12): .e gouvernezent de la Dulgaris“§ﬂ75§$§e§eaomwe trophdes

¥ 14 disposition du Haut Commandenent A1:1é Sovidtique, touteima
bXeER aXxswsmia les >ropridtés militzires sllemandes ot celles de
ses satellites se trouvant dane le territoire.de la Bulgerdé; y=come
vris des navires de ia flotte %:.emzpnde et Gellies de mes Bxtelliten
se tr.-uvent Jans les ecaux Bulgares,

%;L: Le gouvernement de 1a Bulgarie e'ensccge de ne -ao Lernettre
eXport ou biem 1'expropristion de quel qu'elle soit .ro.riftd
2 sartensnt 3 1'si.ewagne ou A ls Hongrie ou bien 3} leure sujets
pérasonnes habitant dsne leurs territovires ou bien dans les
territoires cooupés der eux sens la pvermipgiorn de la commiggion
de contrblc Al ide. ie gouvernemert de la Bulgarie gerdeva ces
biens suivint ltordre dfabli per ls gomtlgsion allide de o rtrdle,

%il: ‘8 gouvernenent d la Bulgsrie s'engage de livrer au Haut
ouzmandewest Al 14 Sovidtique fous les navires a;. sartesmsnt aux
Nations~Unies et me trouvant d.ns Les ports de ia Bulgsrie, indénene
denzient du commandement auguei sont sounie ces navires, sfin que e
Haut Commandencnt Allidm Sovidtique puisse les utilimer dzns is guers
re oontre idhilenagre et ls Hongrie, deas 1%intérdt gdnérsi des
Al.:és, avrds guol ces ravires mernt rendug ¥ leurs pro-ridtsires,
Le gouvernement de la Bulge¥ie a toute la responpsbilitd natérisile
poud tout dommage ou destruetion de ces bieng jusqutau moment de
leur livreaison au Haut Commandement Allié Sovistique.

i5): :e gouvernement Buigere est obligé de s&yer rigulidrement

es sommes d'arzent em monnsie bulgare, ainsl que les produits suie
vantes de is ben.ine, produits alinentaires ete,, noyens el services
qui peuvent 3tre 1ndispeasableg au Heut Commandenent Allid Sovide
tigue dans i'accom,lismenent de ses fonctions.

16): Les Aaviresﬁﬁﬁfgiggg se trouvant dems les norte bulgsres ou
rangers mse trouveront ase trouveront sous contrfle.... utilisds
oour les iniérdts gémdraux des Allids,

lzzs 1.6 gouvernemeny de is Bulgarie va sesurer en.oas de ndodssité ,
1%utiligetion du t erritoire Bulgare,des catreprises commerciales et
Qe transvort ainsi gque lesmoyens comrercisux,$les entreyrises, les
const’ructions vour 1'utilimsbion soolsle, les d4obts de combustidble,
ainsi que d'autres matérieux, suivast les ordres publids pendanmt
l'apnistice par le Haut Gommandement Allié Sovidtique.

18): :endont toute la période de LY armistlioe Bers congtitude une
goulligaion de contrfle allide en Dulgarie gui dirigers ef ocontrdlers
Pgpapnpdiznenentvdasxcuniifions 1 '4xdontion des conditions

fe 1'aymisties sous la présidence du représantont du Maut Oommamde=
ment Allid Sovidtigue s¥éc la parbioipetion des représentents du
Royaume~Uni et das Etato-Unis. Pendant la péricde Qepuis la signature
Ge 1l'armigtice jusqu'd la cessation des opérations militeizes contre
i¥Allemsgne; la comnigsion de contrdle Aliide se trouvera sonp la
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direction généraie du Haut Qo ~an e ent A1:1¢ Sovidtigue.
:9): -6 corditions uwotne:.iem extrent en force @m:moment d. ia

slgnature.

ublié® % i-osoou en 4 6xeli,..alres, en .angues Rugsen, Ang.aisge,
en Buigare, .es textes en Rusce et Anglais sunt suthemtiques,
28 octobre 1544.
A pomn des gouvernesents de i 'Union des B, ubli,uee Sovidticuse
Socisliptégmem, du Royaume~Uni, des Etabs=lnis G'umérigues
SOUSKANXEREXROXE SoEEEsignd sars
Re:régsentant dw Héut Cownz .der.ent Sovidtigue: Tolibouihing.
Re ‘résentant du Hout Commsnd: went Allid dane iu région Léditdrannds
ne: Jemes @emel '
Au nom dn goaverne:ent de . Bulguriec BMuL-pigré ar:

etco Staynov,
Dobri Terpéchev,
Nigoias -~ toov,

etoo Stoyunov:




Istanbul, Uctobsr 6,

itefermca: Ho. 7388, JAB/LP

G ntlemom:

Yo acknowl: pe vith thanks racsint of

your lzatter of Uctober 3, 1944, with refsre-
:ney to cmigration frorm Sulperie. .

te apopraciete your having sacursd
nsa cate for vs, snd are looxing forward
;eeiving such furtr r informetion ss
might bo made avellsble to you by your
corrosponcent in Sefia. 4

wine srely wours,

Herbort Katzki
Henrss=ntative
#ar Refugse Board

AHTALY A 3 U 'L HAALIYVAT
Tdrk Anonin ypirvketi
Istanbul

5%/b

1944




From Leberall

ror Zaslaeny, Jerusalenm. R

'~ Bader communicates following situstion Bulgaria requiring
Vimmediute ection ord§r save possibilities emigration,
Unlike gover:ment which comprises different political
parties Jowish Consistolre consists of Communists only
opposing impeding emigration although unbacked government,
Visavis terrible conditions prevalling among returning
Jews without roofs c¢lothing means for opening hospitals
sehools our economical appearance paramount importance,
Envoys demand immediste censignment 10000 LP Money to he
transferred from Swit,erland unless you obtain permit
foreign exehange. Your affirmative decision will alter
composition Consistolre as well emigration poliey. We
discussed matter with Passman, Paragreph. Envoys request
alter ?assman's appointments Joint representatives as

his suggestions poorly welcomed publie opinion, Suggesting

Golonel Tadjer and Leon Bassan of Eneibrith third name

will follow.

Istenbul, 6/10/1044

WAR REE
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WRB 114
Subject: Reaffirming the policy of the Board with reference to

emigration from Bulgaria.
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La Bulgarie est située dans Ta partie
centre-est de la presquile batkanigue.
FD’aprés les statistiques antérieures &
1940, -sa superficie  était de 109.200
Kms.2
I.a Bulgarie dont les frontiéres du
nord sont entourées par la Roumanie,
celles de I'ouest par la Yougosiavie,
celles du sud par la Gréce et du sud-
est par la Turquie, a l'air d’un rectan-
gle mal tracé. Elle contient deux chai-

ées principales. Les monts bakkani -
ques commencent au nord de 1a Bul-
garie cenfrale et gallongent jusqu’a ta
Mer Noire. Les monts Rhodopes se
poursuivent jusqh ta frontiére grec-
que en faisant un cercle qui va de la
frontizre oriendale balkanique vers le
sud-est. Au nordde’ ces monts, -gal-
longe le fertile bassin du haut Da -
nube, tandis gue la partie du territoi-
ve qui se trouve pres de 1a Roumanie,
est située dans le bas Danube.

Au sud des Balkans ¢t au nord des
monts Rhodopes, se trouve la vallée
1a plus fertile gui soit arrosée par la
Maritsa.

Plus que Ia moitié du territoire bulga-
re, ne se préte pas A Pagriculture
CLe /4 de {a Bulgarie est formé de
fordts et seilement um peu moins de
Ja moitié de son territoire peut atre
cultivé. Ses plaines et ses vallées pro-
duisent du s, du tabac, du coton, du
riz, des roses, du raisin, des haricots,
une quantité peu importante de fer.
ete. D'autre pailt, ses foréts produisent
de . charhon, de chrome, de cuivre et
du manganése.

" Ses villes principales s%tendent sur
Hes vallées du pays.

Sa capitale est Sofia dont la popu ~
lation: s'éleve & 328.000 habitants. So-
fia est situde sur une haute plaine_ de
1a Bulgarie centrale. Elle constitue un
centre industriel qui consomme une
grande partie de Ja production agri-
cole du pays. Sofia est en méme temps

'un noeud ferroviaire important.

Tl est également intéressant de don-
ner un .apergi sur les grandes villes
du pays, soit en. ce qui conceren leur
population, &avant-g

ioularites )

S ULG

3t

nes de montagnes aimsi gue deux val-|.

chovitsa, toutes les d)eli’x liées aux mi-
nes de charbon de Gabrovo. La se -
conde est reliée par Sofia au nord-est
de Plevna. Une seule route méne au
nord de la Bulgarie, partie importante
au point de vue stratégique oit le Da-
nube réunit les territoires de trois
pays.Elle cétoie des rives de i“Isker-sur
une longueur de 180 kims, pour rclier
finalement e district de Mazdra, &
Vidin. .

Les routes de la Bulgarie atteignent
une longueur de 9.600 kims. Ce chif-
fre représente seulement Tes routes
qui sont en bon état. La meilleure d’ §i

VC—

entre elles, est la, chaussée internatio-
nale qui va d¢ Belgrade & la frontiére
turque. Le 1/3 des routes bulgares. ne
sont praticables seulemenit qua che -
val.
Religion et instruction publique |

Les 3/4 de la population bulgare
pratiquent la religion orthodoxe. Le
restant est musulman, catholique, is!
raélite, protestant et arménien-grégo - °
rien. ’

Quoique Tinstruction y soit obliga- ¥
toire, le nombre des iHettrés est assez ,
élevé dans le pays. Sofia posséde une
Université ainsi que de nombreuses &,
coles d’agriculture et d’arts et mé -
tiers.

'puiation est formée

Lagriculture
La Bulgarie est surtout un pays

ant
gricole et les 80 pour cent de sa po- §

de paysans et de .
petits propriétaizes terriens. Ces gens
dont Texistence est difficilement assu-
ée sont + ‘des travailleurs économes. ;
Nombreux parmi eux filent encorely
lefir Taine et les fissent ensuite. Le
autres 20 pour cent de la populat.o
comprennent 1 catégorie d’industriél
ot de fonctionnaires d’Etat et Yarrhée
Ie nombre des paysans qui ne peuw
verit assurer leurs subsides et qui cherd

| tidns

chent des emplois dans les administra-g) -
officielles, est-étonnement grand.fi -
1] ‘est maturellement impossible de les g
einployer tous, &tant donné la Hnute I8
‘des postes ‘administratifs:

< En gén




An sud des Ballans
monts -Rhodopes, se irouve la valige
la plus fertile qui soit arrosée par la
Maritsa. s
{Plus gue.la moitié du territoire bulga-

re, ne se préte pas P'agriculture
Lel/ddela Bulgarie est forms de
foréts et setlement un peu moins de
la moitié de son territoire peut &re
cultivé. Ses plaines et ses vallées pro-
duisent du b, du tabac, du coton, du
yiz, des roses, du raisin, des haricots,
une guantité peu importante de fer.
ete. D'autre paitt, ses forété produisent

du mangangse.

Ses villes principales s\étendent sur
Jes vallées du pays.

Sa capitale est Sofia dont la popu -
lation: Sélove i 328000 habitants. So-
fin est située sur une haute plaine de
la Bulgarie centrale. Efle constitue un

;centre industriel qui consomme une

cole du pays. Sofia est en méme temps
un noeud ferroviaire important.

Tl est 4galement intéressant de don-
ner un apergh sur les grandes villes
du pays, soit en ce qui conceren leur

,

¢
I

}

partioularités :
Philippopoli ou Plovdiv (100 000
habitants) produit du tabac, des ¢é -
réales et de Veau de rose.
varpa (70000 e<b e
important de la Bulgarie sur la Mer
Noire..
Plevna (32.000) est située a

|

1

de charhon, de chrome, de cuivre et

"Qiioique Timsiruetion y soit obliga- |s
toire, le nombre des Hettrés edt assez ;
élevé dans le pays. Sofia posséde une
Université ainsi que de- nombreuses &-
coles dlagriculttire et darts ‘et mé J
tiers. :

L’agriculture .
La Bulgarie est surtout un pays a-°
gricole et les 80 pour cent de sa po- ¢

'pulation est formée de paysans et de

petits propriétaires terriens. Ces gens
dont Pexistence est difficilement assu- }
rée sont + ‘des travailleurs écomomes. g
Nombreux parmi eux filent encore
lety laine et les tissent ensuite.  Lesg
autres 20 pour cent de la popuiat.ong
comprennent la cafégorie dindustrielsiy
et de fonctionnaires d’Bitat et Larrhé

Le nombre des paysans qui ne peu-g,

grande parlic de la » roduction agrl-:y.a, o sfficielles, est étonmement grand.j

porl e pins

38 kdms. yge,
au sud du Danube, sur le parcours de i1y, désarmée et dépou

vent assurer leurs subsides et qui chenlg |
chent des emplois dans les administra-E|
1l est naturellement impossible de les
employer tous, étant donné 1a linute §
des postes administratifs. (
En générat, la population bulgare osi @
en faveur de la Russie et des Etats-§

" s . .
population d’avant-guerre, soit leurs Unis. Les pr yis forment un petit].

groupe de politiciens ambiticux colls-
borant avec guelques chefs militaires.
de Phistoire contemporaine
de la Bulgarie

La Bulgarie qui sortit vaincue de la
premidre guerre mondiale, s’est trou -
, conformément au Traité de Neuil
rviie dune par-
tie de son fterritoire. Ses débouchés

Un apercu

1a ligne Sofia-Varna. Production de"
‘hétai]. céréales et vin.
! Roustdh‘oug (50.000 habitants)

sur la Méditerranée ef la Macédoine
1 estifyrent annexés & la Yougoslavie et a
jle port principal de la Bulgarie sur le ij; Gréce, tandis que 1e sud de la Do-
Daaube et en méme temps, Une im - broudja fut cédé & la Rouranie. Tet
portante ville commerciale du nord létat de choses provoqua une trés Zor-
Au pays. 11 est §ié par un réseau ferro- g réaction: contre le trone et obligea
viaire 4 Sofia et & Varna. Il posséde en |o yoi Ferdinand, allié des Allemands,
outre un ferry-boat  qui transporte 3 ahdiquer en faveur de son fils Bo-
- wagons a Gulegiu, parl roumain. . Ty grand leader- du. parti libéral,

Burgaz, (37.000) se irouve 3 120 guampoliski, qui avait demandé avec
.klms. au sud de Varna. Fest un port 1

: insistance, que la Bulgarie se retira
plus ancien que Vama. On ¥ exporie de la guerre et qui avait &té deroud
surtout - des céréales, Ses environs

H

est réputé
d'eau de

f
fnt! tigues:-La haine o

. - pour cela, fonda un gouvernement to-
sont Ges fertiles. On y trouve du -
. arna. Jos intérats hongrois. Des réformes qui
| - Stara-Zagora,. (30.600)
2 ’ ..., térieure de Stamboliski prit une tour-
l Vidin, (20.000) ‘est un port fortifié
“ A € vivant en paix aveg, ses voisins.
par un ferry-boat. Production de pois
et o i bourgeoise,qui.avaiénft &té
Voies ‘de- communications; en Bulgarie : ; .
£ rent- Stamboligki fui-meme.
phie générale du pays. Les c¢hemins de
avant la .guerre jqont toujours suivl :
? des intrigues poli-
‘un houveall service de: ferry-hoats 1
ville iout, de Pambition

- : . talement composé du parti libérals T1
chrome. Il posséde.ume ligne de liai- ¢ommenea aussitét & intervenir confre
son ayec V

. rendirent le paysan ‘propriétaire de
pour son commerce de soie, terres, fiirent faites et da politique ex-
.rose, du mais €t de vin.

- nure raisonnable et amicale. I} essaya
au nord-ouest, sur le Danube, I¥ e_st, Pappliquer le Traité ds Neuilly, en
1ié A Ia ville de Kalafat de Roumanie,

> , . Mais, les komitadjis macédoniens.
ison, cognac, fbidre, cigaretes et eXpOl’ |o5 nationalistes mad.waux et
“tationide céréales et de fruits, i
N dans leurs. intérdts, réus
Tie systtime des moyens de locomo- yomber.de gouvernement et assassiné-
tion, est -en hawmonie avec Ia topogra- # .
Uk . En Bulgarie; Jes activités de parti
for ‘de: VHiat. étaient Voles de trés forts cous
“de 2.917-k¥ms: de,tongueur. En, 1940, s, qui forment ¥
: -RC \e provient, comme par-
créé exitre Rustchouk et Guirgiy, ot des tancunes
roumaine. - ) ’ : B

" (4 suivre)
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(SUITE ET FIN)

Les Bulgares ayant ~souffert des
révolutionnaires  macédoniens, des
gouvernements qui opprimérent le
peuple et des crises financiéres et éco
nomigues, furent décus de Ia démocra
tie €t en mai 1934, un groupe partisan
d’un régime totalitaive prit le pouvoir
en abolissant le Sobraniye aprés un
souldvement militaire, \Les partis po-
litiques furent dispersés et les élec -
'iions furent faites, sous le contrle sé-
vére du gouvernement. Mais, par Ila.
suite, le woj Boris réussit 4. dliminer
tout ceci du pouvoir, pour.s’emparer:
Iii-méme de la dictdture.

D'autre part PAllemagne, était arwi-
vée a fonder une domination éconopt-
que etfinanciére.en Bulgarie en Iui ae

{condant un efmprunt’ conforme .a un

‘arrangmnent de compensation. La Bul
garie faisait donc vers 1938, fes 60-70
'paur cent de son exporfation, en Al-
lemagne, gui, de son cBté, avait pris
entidrement sous son contrdle, Tin »
dustrie textile et sucriére bulgane sans

premiers
la grisérent et Pont entrainée

Traité de Neuilly, augmenta.

disaient-ils de meblee fin & la props

cande pro-allide .

¥ La rliéjoxjté de 1a population est’
conire PAxe

La majorité de la population con

ot

. traire A Ia politigue de VAxe, était pro
i 2

russe. Mais, l¢ f

ot

el uoljsenh ue oA v 9P siuGsuiy

Toumat XDritar l°)ﬂ'N . ——— YO

ftourner en Allembgne.

compter les bangues principales. ILors
que da guerre &clata en 1939, la Bulga-
rie se déclara neutre. Cependant; les,
s remportés par PAxe;
de ce
coté. Le nombre de ceux qui voulai-
ent Ia modification et la réparation gu
i,
coup, dans Pespoir de pouvoir reven-
diquer des territoires avee Taide de 1"
Allemagne. Tls commencérent & ap-li-
'guer les programmes fascistes. Ld loi
raciale et les perséeutions anti-fuives
faisaient partie de ce programme. Tis
les appliquérent avec ufie exception-
{nelle rignaur, Les « touristes  nazis
vinrent en masse dans le pdys, afin

jud, BUWRRIY- s
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Durazzo & la capitale bulgare. Cefte
routé anraif assuné en meme 1emp>I
le ravitaillement de 1'ltalie.

Alors que d’une part ce rapproche-
ment & PAxe stivait son cours, de '
autre, de nombreux hauts fonction -
naires pro-alliés,-mourraient assassi -;
nés. Tous .cenx ‘qui se montraient ré-
fractaires & la politique suivie par le
roi Boris, étaient écroués en ‘prison ou
exécutés sous linculpation d’« instiu-
ments bolchévigues ». Les ouvriers
bulgares commencérent & s'achemirer
vers PAllemagne pour y travailler.
Mais la majorité de ceux qui venaient
‘en permission ‘chez’eux refusait de ve-

L’drmée bulgare 4
, La.Bulgarieposstde - actuellemerit ;
une: ambe forts-de- 400.000 "hormmies; |
leicds &chéant, cé thiffre ‘pourraif at-
teindre les 800.000. Ses moyens mioto-
risés sont vieux et la majeure partie!
de sonaviation, &tHit formée par Ies!
forces aériennes allemandes. Les Al-
lemands .&taient maitres des aérodro-
mes et des défenses ctidres bilgares, '
autant qu'ils 'étaient de toirt e Pays.-
Le ‘gouvernement bulgare était pres-

que.sous leurs ordrés et Iorsque His-

ler-avait des instructions & donmer, il
faisait appeler Boris ¢t Filov & son G.|
Q. G, ot i'lle'ur dictait ses ordres.

- T:a- chute’ de Musgsolini augmenta le
méeortentement buligare envers les Al
lemandis: Certains déplités commence-
refit alors & répandre le bruit, que e
peuple avait assez de la guerre et du

gouvernement. . l
\ Liey défailes allemandes dang ¥est
ef Fouest ainsi que ceiles des Ilaliens
qui se suivireni’ de prés, la raplure
| diplGmalique’ ef économique.de Ja Tur
quie avec I'AHiemagne, Je™ fait que
Bagrianov dvdit étg ~parlisan dune
|blitique- rédliste, ont:enfin décidé la
Bulgarie & ‘se séparer des AHemands
1et demander Farmistice aux Alliés.
Miis enirs temps, la Russie quj 1’a-
is ieficoFd Tompy. soz relations -
o
lagt,

de Yannexio di
i prés 6500

» Dobroudja
1 lomgtr
B TS




len abolissant le Sohrafmye gis :
soulevement militaire. \Lés pax‘tls po-
litiques furent dispersés et les élec -
“tions furent faites, sous le contrdle b
vére dil gouvernement. Ma:s, par fa.
suite, le' roi Boris ndussit a. éliminer
tout céci du poyvoir, pour. .s'emparer-
Jui-méme de la dictdture.

D’autre paxt PAllemagne, dtait atri--
vée & fonder une domingation économ- §,
que et.financidre.en Bilgarie en Iui ac’]
cordanit un emprunt confoitme 3 un/
arrangement de commpensation, La Bul
garle faisait donc vews 1938, les 60-70
‘pour cent; deé son expoiftation, en Al-
lemagne, gui, de son cdbé, avait pris
entidrement ‘sous son contrdle, Iin -
dustrie textile et sucriére bulgane sans
compter les banques principalés. Jors
que da guerre éclata en 1939, 1a Bulga-
rie se déclara neutre. Cependant, les
premiers suc:;es remportés par I'Axe,
la gristrent et Dont entrainée de ce
cbté. Le nombre de ceux qui voulais
ent la modification et la véparation du
Traité de Neuilly, augmenta du
coup, dans Uespoir de pouvoir zeven-
diquer des territoires avec l'aide de ¥’
Alemagne. Ils commencérent & ap-1i-
"quer les programmes fascistes. Ld loi
 raciale et les perséeutions anti-juives
falsaxevu partie de ce programme. Us
| Tes appliguérent avec une excepiion-
Y nelle rigueur. Les « touristés »-nazi§
(vmrent en masse dans le pdy's, afin
disaient-ils de mebire fin & la propa-
sande pro-allide,

i

La ma]orxte de la population est
contre 'Axe

La
. traire A fa politique de PAxe, était pro
russe. Mais, le fait de Yannexion de 1a
» Dobroudja (@ pew prés 6.700 ki-
lomélres. carrés - et 350,000
bitanfs) du " sud & Ia
garie pour la seconde fois, grice
PARemagne, rapprocha davantage ce
pays de 'Axe. Puis en 1941, Ia Bul-
e Pacte Tripantite, pour se joiridre of--
ficiellement au nazisme.
Le méme jour, d’importantes forces

:! passant par le Danuhe roumain.” " La
presse invita la population bulgare 2
*{ne pas agir contre les Alllemands.

En deux jours, les fontes motorisées
‘Jallemandes traversdrent.tout le pays,
pour atteindre la frontidre heliéne. Ce

Atoutner ‘en: Allembgne,

majorité de la population con -,

garie a enfin jeté le masque “en signant |

-} allemandes occupgrent la Bulgalie,.en -

£y mque Silvik ‘gar’ le
roi prris étafent derouds en frison’ ou
exéoutés gous l’inoquation' ¢ " im
ments -‘bolchévitjes s,

hulgares commencérent 4 s'achéfrifier
vers' 'Allemagne. - pour y -travailler.
Mais la majorité de ceux qui vehhient
'en petfmission ‘chezieux refushit. de re-

‘L’drmée: bulgare -

L Bulgarieapogside - -actuelloriant
tme- anmbe forte:de: 400,000 hdmmesl
Jecas édhéant; ce chiffre ‘pourrait at- '

teindre les 800.000. Ses moyens moto- !

risés sont v1eux et la majeure partxel
de soh' aviation, &lit formée par les!
forces aériennes allemandes. Les Al

Jemands étaient  mattres des aérodro-

mes et des défenses c8titres buligares,’
autant qu'ils I'étaient de toirt le pays.-
Le gouvernement bulgare était pres-

due sous leurs ordrés et Torsque Hit-

]ex: avait des instructions 4 domnmer, il

faisait appeler Boris et Filov & son G. |
Q. G, oii il leur dictait ses ordres.

Ta chute de Mussolini augmenta le

mérontentement bulgare envers les Al

lemands. Certains députés commincé- |

vent alors & répandre le bruit, que Jel
peuple avait assez de la guerre et dui
gouvernement. !
« Les défailes allemande; dans ¥esd
<t Pouest ainsi que celles diy: Ttaliens
qui se suivirent de prés, la rupiure
:hplnm'thquo el économique. de la Tur
quis avec lAlMemar'ne le” fait que
Bagrianov avait étg pmtisan d‘une ;
yiblitique réaliste, ont enfin décidé la!
Bulgarie a se séparer des AHemands |
el demander larwisfice aux Alligs.

Mais entrr temps, fa Russie gquj n’a>

vait pas encore rompa  sos relations’
diplomaliques . avec elle, lui déclara

ia guerre, LrArmée Rouge qui éladt

Jdescendue pa1 }a Roumanie jusquaux
-Lfronidéres bulgares odeupa rapide -

ment Sofia,

LP faif gue la Bulgarie se range, i
plusieurs anndes- dans Ie cump
imite la. Roumanie, prive TAl-

emagne d'une satellite sur laiuelle

efie comptait heaucoup,

pendant malgré toute Pinsistance . de
Hitler; e Toi Boris n’avait pas accepté
dlenvoyer.des tronpes. coptr=. 12 Rus-
B Lv' troupes hulg'dres paﬂu,lprrent
! seuletient au operatlons contre la
Yougoslavié et la Grdice ou olles pri-
rent sur elles de monter la parde.

Le territoire prélevé de ta Yougo -
slavie gt de la Gréoe pour fire arine-
xé ¥ la Bulgarie consiste en la Miicé -
doine, Ta. Moravie dé Touest, (a!opm-
wimativernent 22.000-kirns. carrés)
TH que les iles Thasns o Sah
mr‘thraoe, apparbenant . A la Gréce
(14,167 Achris: ‘caimds:) ( .

13 janyier 1041, la. Bils
; K
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September 29, 1944
I spoke with one of the members of the American military
migsion, which nad been in 3ofia and whleh roturne: to Istanbul %

within thoe pest faw days.

Luring the 1limited period in wich he

was in Bulgsria, hs tri:d to secure some information regarcing

the status of Jewis: peiple thars, iiz

nad. opportunity for

8neing -soms of the Jewish lescers in the country, and slso to

speail with soms private Jewish people.

his conversastions and from his own observations, i:

tize following,

Wihat he learned from

summary, is

1, Tho Jeswish people in Bulgaris have bsen reslored absolutely

to full rights, and they are now ontirely frss p:ople, subject,

of courss, only to tliose restrictions which afloot evarybocy in

Bulgaria. Trey have fresdom of movement, thelr fun:s have bsen

unblockea, they cen exercise any profession, go into any business,

their schools eand Jewish instltutions ars baing rebuilt, etc.

" Thers is absolutely no diffarence bestw-en the position of a

Bulgerisn Jew and s Bulgarien non-Jew. Ths Jewish quastion is

a deed lssue in Bulgeria today.

ray now be macs on the bssis of securing spscial trezztment for

Consequently, sny aticmpts which

"the ling-suffaring Juws", to single thsm out for ben.fits from

tha2 Government, may tend to foster anti-Semitism.

The Govern-

mont itself is taking all steps to do what is right tp cancel

r¥he effects of actions widch hed been teken agasinst the J:ws by

pravious governmants.

2. Jowlsh lsaders in Zofia a;ged this Americen to bring

the following ﬁessage to the outslde world, They asked him to

let it bes known that the Amsricans and the -nglish or anyone




-2-

3lse shoul~ refrain from bringing any pressures of any kind or
making sny requests of tie sulgarian Goverument in cunnection
with elther the »conomic or social relntegration of Bulgarian
Jowry in ths life of bulgerlse. Thers shoulé be no demands 7
made for spzeiel c.nsider: tion for them or th-:ir spscilal treat-
ment of any kind on eny groun- s, lhere sioula be no attermpt
rade U socurs £oscial trectnant for Lus Jows of Bulgaris in
cormectisn with sny iiscusslons =zhie: might b2 had involving:
nweacz terms. In swmmary, &1l st.3s should bs avoiced which
mipght ba construed as ecrsating an esnsclally protactes section
of tie Bulgsrisn powinlatica, vhic.. woul. lsad to vrefsrencs of.
ons groun or gn-th2r, becsuss 1L is baciced by'tho Americans, the
Bfitish, 2y otiar Intlusntial countriss., The Jews of oulgarvia
ars now in a poasition Lo »nrot:ct thsir owvn interesis. Those
ﬁaPSOﬂSAWHO formerly ©id evil thihgs’against the Jews are belng
sunishad in Bulgarie.

T-1s smerican ropsets: the for.going messags sevsral times
in crder to :wphasizs it as'the wish of “ulgerien Jewlsh leadersnlp,
(In my oninion, a recuesl of this kind must be Leken into
eonsidorstion, On the ot r hand, I think bhat 16 mact be
sra ined in th- iigxt ol par:zonal invsstigations on the spot,
t> lsarn a little more about tho thinking of the people rsapon-
sigle'for t%is requsst an’ attitude.)

3 This%ﬂmsrican thinks thet recent davalopmanhs,ih sulgaria
might bring some change in the cusstiuon of e%igration. de
thinks that older people who might have desired to emigrats in

the paest will now wish to dslay thelr decision, at'lesst until

such time as they are able to liquldate their properties and
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assets which have now come back into their possession, or which
may be returncéd to them pursuent to th. new regulstions, Young
psozle may still want to emigrate, but it srould bs kept in mind
thet under recent decrs.s, Jewlsh men of wilitary ags, t:-.at 1s,
belwesn the sp s of 1£ and 45, uave been called uo for rogular
military sarvice. 19is would m2an that thelr smlgration would

be cons itis o upon their sscuiring militery roless:s frou a
rilitery whicn new is anxious to nave them as pert of tne ripgular
Bulgarisn arny, a2 apalnst the asciler situation w.ers ti. Jewish
mwen, &8s undesirubl;sp-uere nput into labor Battalions, frum wieh
rolssass for smlpgratis: czui b: securzd.

4. I had the impression frow our conv.:isatioc.: tonet tos cir-
curstencss whic.. la: to the withdrawal of the iusrican enté British
missisng fro < fis wers not sueh &s wolls precluds ths sntry
into 2ulgeria 7 -mericans for r3liaf purposes et the oropsr time,
fis had no f=2ling that the presence of Américan r lisf would be
opposad-by tas hussiang. 1t certainly would noﬁ be by the
Bulgarians.

5, itzgar-ing pessibls emigration froéw ‘umanie by land via

. Bulgaria, I was informec tnat itho nuypmanian-Sulgarian border is

closed, and thet travel by lend lrom sunmenia would be impossible
at t:is timé. smigration from sudap:st via uulgafia woul: like-
gise be impossible, not only pecsuse of German oppousition but
Eecause ofathe military situstion through the northesstern and
enstern part of Jugoslavia, and the western part of Bulgaris
itselfs; In his opinion, emigration from hﬁhéury to Humania via
Transylvania would likewlse be impossiblo at this time, because

of the millitary zones in that arsa.

HEK/b C " dorber /2 tzki
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TELEGRAN SENT - .Sept. 26, 1944

WRB 161

Subjeet: Pronouncement of “imo Kazassov, Bulgarian Minister of

Propaganda, on asmeliorations for The Jews,




September 26, 1944

MR CRARDUNM:

Mr. Ueberall telephoned & message to me at 5:00 p.m.

today which came thrcugh Renters from Bulgaris and stated:

"The PBritish and American Militery Missions
left Sofia this morning. They were given
24 hours by the Russians to leave.

“Also all of the correspondents and alleged
representstives who have gone to Bulgaria
are urgently requesting visas to return to
Turkey."

I. A, Hirschmann
Special Attache




Les Juifs de Bulgarige.
_ Ankara, 25 (Radio-Journal), — Lg¢
Minisire des Affaires étrangéres hu'
gare dahg une «déclaration aux jou:
naljstes juifs a dil: que non Weulemenl
les Juifs seront réintégrés dans lew-
deojbs mais qu'auss 1eur??msl.i|ul1un"

détruites par les bombardemeniiy se-¥

ron| reconsirultes of fno les Isra

lex qui ong di fexpalrier trouve-

raient toute sorte de facililés daus ¥

cas on ils seralent désireux de 1-’03~
b

lxgr dans le pays,

Ta AdAwanaan halrana canl

|
el d o,

pe. oy 1G9
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Istanbul, September 265, 1944

Dear Mr, Ambsasssadort

You have undoubtedly seen the published statement
of the brosdeast from Bhilgaris vie Radio Sofis, on September
22, relating to the conditlon of the Jews in Bulgaria, I
an enclosing a suggested telegram for the War Refugée Board
covering the statement, unless thils has already been dis~
patched to the Department, -

I am planning to leave for Ankara by train Wednesday
evening with a view to spending some time with you before
your departure, which I understand will be on October 1st.
I am working on the assumption that my reburn to the Unitsd
States wlll be authorigzed some time Quring this woek, and
that I shall be able to depart lmmedlately thereafter,

With kind personal regards,

Cordially yours,

I, A, Hirschmann

Honorable Laurence A. Steinhardt
Ambasaador to Turkey

Americen Embassy

Ankara -

Enol, ¥tlG!

IAHIVE
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s

“raeaivad ths ranressntrilves of £ Jewlish press

“nplans and Amsrica,  scons i statennnts nis: 5
a~~ed Lthat th: s ols winich lad boot
p

povarnmont will b: resitor ¢ s w5, and toa

th: wirat to chooss tiw: langusre in which

J.ch, has

piven. Also, sociel instituiions
by the bombardments will bz rastorsd on th=z samo

of tk: Slav sulpsriens,
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IEGATION ROYALE DE BULGARIE
EN TURKIE
Ankara, le 25 septembre 1944

Messleurs les Répresentants de
1'Agence Juive en Palestine

Ankargs
Toujours en rapport avec notres dernier entretien, j'al
1thonneur de vous sommuniquer ce dont le Gouvernement Bulgare
vient de m'informers

1.-Les Autoritds de frontidre Bulgares ont 8t8 avisbes
de 1ltautorisation du Gouvernement Ture au passage du
territoire turc des juifs émigrants ne possédant pas le
visa de translt respectif, 4 condltlon d'8tre munis 4'un
certificat Stablissant qu'ils obtlendraient le visa d'entrée
en Palestine. '

2,-Le Gouvernement Bulgare a precrit & le L&gation
Royale de Bulgarile en Roumanie d'accorder le visa de translt
bulgare aux juifs de~Hongrie, Pologne et Roumanie qui se
rendent en Palestlne.

3.,=Le Gouvernement Bulgare accueille aveo spmpathle

18 oréation et la consolidation de l'etat Julf.

nt aux julfs de Bulgarie l1e Gouvernement Bulgare a
abrogd toutes les lols restriotive concernant les. julfs.
I1 a retabli tout les droits et 1ibertds des julfls en
Bulgarie, Il leur rendra tous Jours biens qul leur ont §té
exproprids par les autoritds de 1llancien régime et les :
addormagera de tous les ddgats et pertes quiils ont subls.
T Gouvernement autorisera 1!ouverture de toutes les
8ooles jultes et subvlendra 2 lour entretien, ainsi qu'il
accordera pleine liberté aux Julfs: .quant au cholx de la
langue d'enseignement dans ces écoles,

Ltémlgration des jJulfs de Bulgarie pour la Palaestine -
sera libre pour les s qul en oe moment ne sont pas soumis
aux dlspositions de mobilisation en vigueur actuellement
en Bulgarie. ' : B

5

- 14 Gouvernement retablira toutes les institutions
g6olales julved, conmé népitaux, orphelinats, asiles pour
ve1llards, r8féotoires eto, qui auralent subl des endom="
magements & la sulte des bombardements.et ce au méme titre
dt8galité que les lnstitutions similaires bulgarea.
.~ veulllez agh8er, Messleurs, 1texpression de mes sentiments
distingués - :
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Translation

COPY . '

\/
ROYAL LEGATION OF BULGARIA '
IN TURKEY

Ankara, September 25, 1944

Messleurs the Representatives of the
Jewlsh Agency of Palestine

Ankara

Always in connection with our lest conversation, I have the
honor to communicate to you that whieh the Bulgarian Government
has Just informed me:

1.-The frontler authorities of Bulgaris have been advised of
the suthorizatlon of the Turkish Government for the passage into
Turkish territory of Jewish emigrants not in possession of respec-
tive transit visas, on condition that they bear a certificate
establishing that they would obtain Palestine entry visas,

2.-The Bulgerien Government has instructed the Royal Legation
of Bulgaria in Rumenla to accord transit visas through Bulgaria
for Jews of Hungary, Polend and Rumenia who are going to Palestine.

3.-The Bulgarian Govermnment views with sympathy the ecreation
and consolidation of the Jewish state.

As for the Bulgarian Jews, the Bulgarian Government has
abrogated all the restrictive laws concerning the Jews. It has
restored all the rights snd liberties of the Jews in Bulgarie, It
will return to them all of thelr goods which were expropriated by
the authorities of the former regime, and will recompense them for
all damages and losses which they have sustained. The Government
will authorize the opening of all Jewish schools, and will provide
for thelr maintenance, as well as giving full liberty to the Jews
to choose the language of instruction in these schools,

The emligration of Jews from Bulgaria to Palestine shall be
free for the Jews who at this moment are not subjeet to the dispo-
sitions for mobilization at present in force in Bulgaria,

The Govermment will re-establish all Jewish social institutions,
such as hospitals, orphanages, old-age asylums, refectories etec.
which have sustained damage as a result of the bombardments, and
this uimder equal conditions with similar Bulgarian institutions.

Kindly accept, Messieurs, the expression of my high esteem,

s8: BALABANOFF
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La quesiion juive en Bulgarle ole.T '““

LE GOUVERNEMENT BULGARE ADOPTE UNE

ATTITUDE POSITIVE QUANTA la FUNDATIUN
~ D'UN ETAT JUIF EN PALESTINE

tre de la Propagande M.
!anamv. aregu hier les. cor-

s gare n'a,

gences et journaux juifs’ avee
lesquels il 8'est-entretonu  sur
Ia question |uwe en’ Bulg-ane
Voici--les. principanx points
'de la: declarahon qu ll leur
it A ce sulet

1= Le gouvernement bul:
gare adopte. une. attitude - po:
:sitive . quant '3 "la: fondation
un Etat juif en’ Palestine il
connait poﬁr_.,chaquev nglion
xle droit d'avmr, son o
‘Etat.

Lemlgratlon des Juifs de Bulgarle
en Palestine ne rencontrera
aucune difficulté

Sofia, 23 AA.— Le minis-|respondents de ~certaines a-

i gouvernement bulgare qui les -
imo

traitera comme des citoyens

bu'garas et ne letr soumettra

qu'aux lois du pays - auquel
tous les citoyens de Bulgarie
doivent. ze conformer, -

N

—

;:)»3’\
j

3=Le gouvernement bulga- -

| re" & aboli- toutes les lois: ayant

uncaractérs : anti-sémite. Les -

taxes'de 20.°3° 25 oo pergues
exclusivement des juifs geront
rendues 4 -leurs Proprietaires.

L'Etat §6' trouvant dans - uiie
situation
ces_somnies” geront tramfor-

| mées én-une" dette d'Etat
{échéance’ fixe. =

g Le gouvernement Bul-
‘-adeune ; objecticn,
quant & lémlgratlon des juifs

“.de: Bulgarie én_ Palestme .Les;
juifsdésitant émigrer en’ Pa-':

:*lesgtiae né. ‘rencontreront -au-

4— En Bulgarle lel lulfl'
droits -
e'rcitoy'e'nu S

joui ;dé]ad 6 mém
et libertés que
bulgares. -

biens. conhsqués aux: )mfn

‘leune dlfhculté de. la part du ront rondun

- financiére difficile -

5-= Toutes les propnétén ot
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Iatanbul, b‘eptcﬁzber 22, 1944

¥,

lsar ey smbasggdor:

I information set forth in ¢ encloss
suggastad tel grem Crow m: to tho ior Kefugss
Poerd was belanionsd fp Jofle by Mr, Pomeranise,
ol” tiie Juwish Talagrap:le Ageney. .

Jo~ Levy hzlpe: compone tha dispateh
covaring thils date, and for that rseson I dsem
it of sufficivnt pelisbility wnd. i

1t o - candngbon, provided you 'approve,

Cordlally yours,.

I, 4x ‘Hipgel

ionorabls. Laureonge A, Stiinhardt
Ambassador:- Lo Turkey- )
Amsrloan vmbs sy

S Ankara e

.:"'T.VEhclcs'suru' : / b ¢




Istanbul,21.9.1944.

Mr . Pomeraniec telephonedvfrom Sofiaisome
news about the Jewish situatioﬁ.Mr.Levy helped
him to compose his dispatch.

Many Jews are returning to Sofia in orderxr
to take posession of their homes.Part of the
Jewish money has been reimbursed,but the Jews ;
are enfaced with difficulties where real estate‘
is concerned.A special government committee is
dealing with that questlonlAs ;almost all,gewish ’
Tlats were taken over by Bulgarians it is hard {
to get them movimg. out. Government declared yester-;'
'day,that the -Jews-are entitled to ask thelr housesi
back without: any special authorisation insofar j:/ '
they can establish their ownership.; : i )
' g The prospects for. Bulgarian Jews to restore
their normal-economical 1ife in: this country ate’
rather: poor as they are deprlved'of their material
,fundament and. are enfaced with oompetitlon of S
:Qnon-gewish Bulgarlans,who too are going to ree

’;fnormal eoonomic life, i :

3.




B s Ao S athes Lot T qlll-”‘.{ (
. lSan)u.u

Septembor 14, 1944

BALKAY KEVS AND PROPAGAIDS

BULCARTA

HSofiat A meeting took place Jepteuber 13th with a view 0
ve-establish the foreign press sssoclation in Bulgaria. " A
gonference will be held on the 20th te vhieh gll uembers of
the forelgn press are invited,

Radlio Sofls which was under the dlrectior of Zaneoff ls now
in tie nhands of the National Front. . .

The Ifmister- without Portfollo, ‘¥ieolas Petkofi’ broadcasy an -
appeal to ‘gh, peasants and organized agrarians amnouncing the
nims of thé new government whieh can be eummarizei ‘ast :

Gordial friendship with the Soviet Union.
Eternagl friendship with the fraternal Russian frlcnds
Sincere friendshin with the western democragies aid Ameriea.:
A full entente with all Slav and 3alkan peoples
Tull re—~establishment of the Iiberties of the people -and a
z trsnsformation of our fatherland into a true democratic
state.
Full democragbization of culture and mstrruction
Full democratization of the army and its transfomatlon into
a true national a"L.J der1v1.1§ frml thie: Dody and blood of
; he Bulgarian peoples :
,’Eat"b"uhme'xt of a.national cooperat ) vnconomy plsnned and
freed from all foreign emlo:.uat Ny : specular,io"x and
.. robbery. . : :
€olleative and cooperatlve cult.ure of
,fcreauion of a mew and Just fiscal '8y g

: Tne hln:_ster of Propaganda, X Dimo Kazaosofz gave ‘a-dgclara- .. -
‘..tion.over Radio -Bofla last-nighy Th;s rheterical proclamation

destructive, horrible mongber — I voluf,l’ .
—t.hrea.tened and. foaredy a.cuually turned out. 4
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Radio Zofig devoted muéh time Lo the Agseription of the warm -
reception glven the Soviet Journalists lisbing ':'s'neizj nsres
and positions in detall and deacribing their recephion by hr.
Limon Georgleff, Prire Minister, by Linister of Yar, kre
Damian Veltchueff, and the commandsr in chief of the forces
agalinet Gsrmenr, JFeneral Marinoff.
The lsynister of Provaganda offered o ding at the'hotel ..
Bulrarlig which was attended by a1l ths S0fia press representa=
tives. Spssches of the Pyopazanda idns eulozizing “the
long of Bulgaria with the Soviets aid the reply of kalor
KoJebnikov were reported in detailg - :

Ord»:'rsr of tie Day:

B

The Chief of Police gunouncass
In order to tal: wore effscltive msasurse azjalinsi provoeaiors

againat tue yreseat goverament, azsi.et the prestige of the YLy ,
the police an? 3z militia, the miiitary coummand emouncges:, L

The military ars w0t allowed to circulste after curfew
without a gpiciadl permite

In order to save gssoline for army needg, no cireculation’

& by any form of wehicle will-bs allowed except by
speclal permits : ) ke

The ovmers of all material 1c¢St behind by the Gertuan motoriszed

~ -.forces must declare them within 24 hourse

By agreement between the ruprosentativas of the army, the
partisan army, the police, tis militia and thc aaticnal -
froat, it is prouibited to. arrést menbers ‘of, the
military forces JAay such decand must. be a2dresssd to
the Einistry of War. ) ]

The digarming of 1ilitary troope is forbidas

The Zyscciation of Bulgarisn writers hald a megth G
the Minister-of Social Politica, M. Grigor Tehechmed Lot .
wag presente It was decided to climinate . ceértain maubors of
- the-association which ‘had been in*th orvice 0T the  caemys
7 Comuiiegariat for ‘supply announcss it will . popgecuts
taurant-omers *tho are not gerving -sabisfactory moeals at th
ixed pricegs = . - e S

_The ‘névspaper "Otutchestven Front™ (Mat 10251 Front) Wiliappoar -
beglnuing Séptember Adthl . 77 o0 Ll T TR TR

& TASS report. is brought under a Zurich dateline ateording to
- which Himumler: Ras avsroved a spceial order for the control of
" Ruianisn, ‘Bulgarien, . snd Tinnish workers in-Germanys According .-
“toithiag i these Groung must-be isolated from ths population and
i % Wear-a-speclal armband. - They can be arrested by any,
Gt 40 Lhe Gestapos  The: 58 Dolice .as wall as the
clalists havs the right to/ snodt worters of.:;
: scinationalitizs without warning in ¢ase of. régistance. at a-
ire of arpeghs i i T LT BT T A

‘ h 1isn; Bulgarian, anid Fiw iah workers in g
asg Withthoss of “the nations figuting the-Germanse) -
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Gommunique Noe3 of uhe High Bulgarian Gommand, Sepbenber L3thi
' Germansa continue their opersiions fyam Koula toward the cast,
advencing almdob 10 kilomctersee : i
In the regionsof Bellg Palanka. and’ Piret, reconﬂ;aissance : ) ..
place on both sidess L .

activity and artillery fights are taking

re was directed prineipally &t Babchnlke
the. enemy received re~eaforcenents and ap=
Fignting 1is ZOViTg toward Zobohene~

nemy artillery f£i
At Eriva Palanka,
proaches Dede Baylire
Tgarevo-Selos .
The 15th infantry divislon continues its heroic defense in the
Prilep regione i ; !
The Post and- Tel egraph office suounces that for the time being .
lethers, vsckages ‘and telegrams will not b,e%accept.ed ‘for :
Macedonia, ¥orpavia and central and wesiern European countriese

of Public Lends, Roads and Public Works has
rkers who were part of forced

he new rallroadss

The Minister
ordered the liberation of all wo
labor group= engaged for work on b

A1l the organizabions and committees of the national front are te
gend a repressutative to the ministry of Propaganda 1o=~RO LYo
{September 14th) to receive posters and flags for. the reception
of the -Red Ariye : ) ST B
CHyisto Boteff devotes the greater pard ofiis broadcast Lo
vYecomwending a nigh degres of Ciscipline and the ‘establichuent .
of .a democratic order. SN ” : TE-
TH: last part of 1ts proadaast. kb devoted 4o’ repriing Yugoslav:
‘Aeclarations: on %he final -appeal-to ‘complée:- the striggle against
‘the Gexymange . . TR B O e (LT S a0 .
-+ United Press; Sasptember 13t From Bulzaria 1 ig reported :
. ‘popuiar demongtrations for the Soviets and tue: new governmon®
continue in-all-parts of the country where. e_venj_ra,i-lwayiéensinés’ =
aro bedecked with réd flags. ST L T - =

. /RUNANIA

" “gep tember - 13ths Generalﬁtaff 'Gomﬁqiqq‘eﬂ o rthe 19%he = i

Bucarest,
. Intne :‘Vqrhei,region our ‘bro’épé continue‘bhelr foéngivéei;i,
-In ‘the north of Nuress Soviet and Rumzilan troops galned - - TE

te

1tor “despite hegvy resistancse . -
The ‘Gér‘maﬁ'—_fQ_ffcéélad_vai’lci?ng;forfz‘rlzymiséé;ra‘;:’wéréj,drj,ven back .
e;or,o,g_,sjcfne Trontiers Fignting ig vaking place: at-Oravitas - i

i i

hdugh:B\;c‘aﬁé at, announced: the sl gning of tho
w

1Ca v ng of th ‘armistice; the E
¢ not: gl ven ut the September 13th- P

broadcastse’ -

ares’i.‘, 12




. "An imporbant conference took place 1n the - preseﬁce of General
Senatescu, ]’resident of the Council of Minlsters, Bratianu,
Iinister of {tate, Maniu, Kinister of Setats, Gensral Racovita,

" Minister of Natlonal Def'ense, and General Potoneanu.

-'The Soviet MiTitar y Coniand a.nnounces t.ne occupation of the
following towns in Transylvanla: Miercurea Ciucului,
Diclosanmartin, Gikzento, Bas, Sauca, Devs,, Alud, Blaj,
Comorod and .other 150 localitiese

.Radlo Bucar vst inaudible at 17 and 20 GmTo

September 14%h: Radio Bucarest has 1ot yst broadcast the
armisfice berms, however; the terms. as ziven by th\, State
Department 3ulietin sre atiteched hereto.

N .Baited Press report from IJscow saLd that Patrascanu,
Rumanian Armistice delegate, representative of. the communist
party in the Kinict vy, replying to 2 question. saidi - "The
Monarchy’s fctn will bé decided by g gonstituent asselibly
eonvoked at ths. ea.xu.Lest opportunltys ™ ;

TURKEY

Radio Ankara reveals that in visw of u”le declslaa by the Turkisa
governiisat not to recsive axis refugees, the former Sulgarign
Einigter of the Iaterior, Gabrowsky Has been regussted to leave
Turxey within thres days.

Radio Adkars in discussing the Bul 'rarlsn 31 uuar,lon guotes
the London Times saying that the armistice. terms will requirse’
tne removal of Bulgarian forces f“om Vugaslav and Creek

rr.L t.oz: LR

The Grce&s and Y u,_,oslavs are plaxrlng a la.r'ge role An the o
éstablisnmen’ of %the armigt ice ‘termgy ;. The -Grecks ‘complain’
of the Bulgarian trestment toward: i ne \:reeks in-the occu ed
zoniea and.agk for l’ldelﬂnlu}’ni.; ;

Anxara, sta,tes there 18 1o OIficlal WeiOE: usswn adva.nce
-in Bulgarlaa. _Lhe corregpondsant of Vauan 5 Sofla. repcrt.s :
the Bulgars preparsd lerge placar 1]

nkara’ says this may have been done C
rhlg,A SOVlC Offlcla,lSn : :

bat tbe wi*hdr wa.l ofth Germm orces
slands ‘and

comn ntary. ‘stresses that thé VHoviet
catio h }
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TALAGRAL RUCHIVE . sSept 14, 1944
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Planse clarify. o Board what is moant by emsrgency

E S
Subject:
relicf in Bulgaria (refarsnce 1594 of :hugust 30 requ:sting

aporoval of Board for such rslisf)
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Istanbul
Septembor 9, 19044

Dear Monsleur Simonds

Thank you for your teleg,ram of September 8 regard-
ing the information you receilved from the Bulgarian
Minister connected with the éxchange rate offered-by
him, which I sgsume refers to the Informsl conversation
we had connectoed with the suggeeted relief program,

. The proposel for rolief to be conducted by relief
‘ggencies in Bulgarie has been telographed to Washington
and wo arc ewalting s veply., Pending suoh a reply I

am not permitted to consider details of the proposal,
Should the reply from Washington be affirmative, at that -

time Ambassador Steinhsrdt and I will eonsider the menner
in which relief can be made available.

With regard to the informal discussion we had to
send Jaguinet or some representative of your. cholce
t6 Bulgeria, this maetter, of oourse, will also have to
await a reply from Washington.

I want to thank you for all your help in this mattez'
and otherss. You have been- a:tower of atrergth to me in’
my work here and I hope you realize how much I have appre-
‘elated it. : T . : '

4 cordialiy'.foufss

"L As ﬁirsehmann g
Special Attache . . -~

Monsie\u‘ Gilbert Simond
42 Neoatl Boy Caddesi
Yonigehir

Ankara.




September 8, 1944

. TRANSLATION OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED AT AMERICAN CONSULATE
GENERAL THIS AFTERNOON.

(Received in Mr, Hirschmann's office at 5:45 p.m,
September 8. ) :

1208 ANKARA ~~ 21915 38 8/9 - 14/27 ,
BULGARIAN MINISTER INFORMS ME THAT GOVERNMENT AGGEPTS
DEPOSIT TURKISH LIVRES ISTANBUL ANBIWOUID HAND TH#M OVER
(to) INDICATED PFRSON SOFIA AGAINST VALUE IN LEVAS
OPFICIAL RATE 65/67 STOP BEG YOU!TO GABLE IF You SUPPORT

PROJECT "IN ANY CASE I SHALL CABLE GENEVA, REQARDS.




"Lg TURQUIE"
Seitember 6, 1944

STATEVENTS OF THE BULGARIAN PRIME MINISTER -

Sofla (5) (R)

In his broadcast last night, the President of the
Council of “Bulgaria (M, Muraviev) made a statement over
the Sofia radio in which he 'said, among other things:

"The present Bulgarian Government is taking the
responsibility of governing in a dangerous and difficult
time.  But 1n spite of that, in its great endeavor,- this
Government has succeeded in bringing together the major
portion of the responsible heads of the parties who fought
against the Axis policy of Bulgarla end who are today
glving the Government their help. . :

This same Government has decided to establish a single
authority and a democratic rule, worthy of ‘a free and
independent people, as well as to return to all Bulgarian
citizens the right of liberty and equality,. without
distinction as to religion or race. .

The present Government accords an absolute amnesty to
all those who fought against the dictatorial regimes; against
- the administrative authorities, and against the Axis policies
of the country, The Government has decided to dissolve
all the PFascist organizations in the country which were

. created and sustained against the wishes of the Bulgarian
people and which were completely foreign to the interests
of the country. This came Government has-decided to dissolve
the 25th Parliament, which was responsible for having dragged
the country into a war which was never desired by the

Bulgarian people."

: Afterward, the President of ‘the Council spoks.of the
financial @ and economle situation-of -the country, 'in saying .
that he would use all necessary effort to.:lessen superfluous -

expenses and thus establish a strict -economy in: the country,




Sofm, 5. (R

.Dans’sa déclaration

. loir,l ; ré

Jhulgarea:

diffusée par : la Ra fo: Sof
“aut

“cLe’ prélent gouvernoment
\ilgaro aswume. la_‘responsa-’
ité dia pouvoir dang" un mo-:
rnant ‘dangereux-. ot - difficile,
Viais : malgré cela, /daris “son
rand- eﬁort, ce gouverne-
ent-a " réussi ‘4 rassembler-
a plus “grénde;.partie dei
ﬁthB rosponlnblas des pa{tis
om-

Ce méme gouver ement a d
cidé d'établir:un
qiie et un pouv

ain#i-que.de*

et-indépendant,.
‘bal~’

rendraa tousles :i: Lo

que,digne pour un: peuple l|bre' ma

qi’lui incombent - par-cette si
tuation, A cet:e fet, o' prési
dent du- consell bulgare -a’,
-elaré que. déja les troupes.
d'occupatlon, faisant partie du
. - expéditionnaire;, sont
‘de’ss . retirer et- ‘ qiie’:

qul— “franchi
pays;: ainsi quo- celix

\trouvment ;dans le - p

e
Allemauds empds.
sement de’.
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September 4, 1944

Notes of Telephone Conversation with Dr, Black.

This new Bulgarian Government will unquestionably be
favorable to our interests. None of these men have had
anything to do with the former regime, which introduced the
anti-Jewish laws., In fact, they have been outspoken against i
the regime, and 1lts performancess .

The cabinet is modérate, a coalition of former groups.
At least five men have been members of former cabinets,

The new Prime Minister, Muraviev, is an agrarian
and the disciple of the former Prime HMinister who took power
after the last war, who was a remarkable figure. He was
killed in & coup d'etat. Muraviev was once liinister of War
and once Winister of Education,

This Government is not decisively pro-Russian, or one
that has been dictated by the Russians, It 1s an attempt on
the part of the Bulgarian people to salvage their independence.
It is a middle-of-the-road government that has moved still
further to the left, hoping to reconcile the strong demands
of the Russians. It 1s believed that it will not last long,
but it hopes to bridge the present difficult, turbulent
situation, which is obscure and will probably be clarified
this weeke If they succeed ln arranging for a satisfactory
armistice, the Government may continue in power, but there
is much confuslon since the situation is intricate.

The Bagryanov Government did a greet patriotic service
during & most difficult period. It could not retain the
support of outside governments, end it is not lmown whether
it was pushed out by one or all of the Allied Governments.

The new Government is half-way between the. Bagryanov
Government and the Communists. : : :

The Germans afe,out of Bulgaria, and out of power and
i{nfluence. They aré either out or interned,

This PaFliement's term has completely expired, and it will
probably not be recalled. In fect, it was convokedsonly by
decree. - .

" The strong man in this Government ierushanév, a democrat
who is 72 years old, of vast political experience. Under the
circumstances, Dr. Black is pleased with this Government.

Fe

I. A. Hirschmenn
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: BALZAY AND PROPAGAID

Radlo 18 brings very little informatiaon of interests At
: NI 1t sanounced that due to the withdrawel of the oce

cupation foreces, the population is told not to send letters
and packages to these forces as they will not be delivereds

In the course of the preas conference, the Minister of
Zaucation, Prof. Arnandoff declared that owing to the fact
fhat various government departments continued to occupy scheol
bulldings when they evacuated Sofla in warious parts of the
gpuntry, the education of the youth had been greatly interfered
with, and that he had not yet been able to gst back the use of
these btuildings for-school purposess

While ¥ofla itself is keeplng very quiet, we find that Koscow
started a very strong campalgn againgt the present Bulgarisn
government. This recelved front page attention in the morning
papers and we merely confirm that this was not only broadcast
By Moscow in Bulgarlan, but also in Rumanian and in Turkish.
For the record the following is the TAS8 article and the com=
ment on Bulgarian neutrality as monitoredt

"MOECOW, 20.00, 4] 87 Ma

"Ihe Bulgarlan government announces ibs neutrality on the 36th
of August» According to the forelgn press this declsion vas the
yesult of the Imsst defeats suffered by the German forces in. the
Balkans following the Soviet blows and alsc was due to the
suscesses obtained by the Allles in the Westd:

MPhe fact that the Germans were golng “owards preclvice and the
Allied Victories obtalned in the West lhereased the actlivity

of the opposite party in Bulgaria. Tt is in order to calm the
public opinion that a few days ago Bagrianov and Drgganov mpede
speeshes- in vhich they sald that Bulgaria wanted to rsach peade
and would like to follow a neutral policys They endeavored in their
speeches to justify the reeson why they adhered to the Tri-
partite pact when the Soviet Union had normal’relations with
Germanys de did not refrain thus to.mske a false declaratlioni

In order to cheat the Bulgariasn people Bagrianov sald that thelr
elaims were in his program. He succeeded thus to cheat with this
* fglsg manoeuvre the opposite partye '

Ypsankov and other Hitlerite agents and even Ko Juharov who 1s
wellkmown Hitlerite agent eriticized first the policy of the
Government and then approved sames By

#rhis mist be noted that the Bulgarian government in spite of
itd neutrality trampled underfoot and continues to trample
underfoot this neutrality since the first day of its proelamation

¥Ag it is known, Germen armed silps continue to be -in the Danube
and in the Bulgarian ports of the Black Ses and the Bulgarian
-government does not think even. ij‘ intern. theme :

e e i e S o
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"sn the other hand the Bulgarian troops continue to Zight on
the side of the Hitlerite soldiers againet the Yugosiav and
Greek patriots in 7vxdoglevlie and Greece.

UThe Bulgarian governuent has allowed the Germsas 1o leave tne
country with their arms and in case of non-possibiliity tbyy

took their ships as = coamercial ezchanges. This pollicy ellows
that Bulgarl - has not the intention to change nur policy of coe
operation with Gerwany and confirms the opinion that tne govern-
meat of Bagrianov and Dragesnov does noi Intend to renounce the
collaboraticn with Hitlerite Germanye.

"Besidse the Bulgarian propagzanisz has spresd tilz news that the
Soviet zovomment has epproved tue Sulgarian nsutrality but the
TASS agency 22s denled on the 30th of August this wanoeuvre of
the Bulgarian govsrnment. In fact, according to this denial
the Soviet movarnnental circles considersd insufficient the
neutrality of 3ulgaria in the eituation which has buen ercated.

"Phz false mandwuvres of the Bulgarien governmeat are condemned
to failurc.
1
"The so~called Bulizrasn neutrality:
€onstantza 30th Auzust:

"according to confirmed acws 23 arfied Gormen ships arrivsd in
Ruschuk. Degpite the nsatrality of Bulgaeriz, these shipe have
not been subliecte? to intermmzate According to other inforna-
tion Zzrman ships coutiaue to take refuze in Varna and Bourgas
with tne aid of the Bulzarian government a few of thiese ships
have been sunk. Besides the ships which did ndt sucesed in
leaving Bulgsria have been tgken by Bulisrie as a commercial
exchangce This ghows that the asutrality of Bulgaria gave the
Germans thc possibility %o take rafuge ia Bulgaria.t

According to ths press sand Radio Ankara, the Bulgarian dclegation
ia vow 1a Cairo walting fOor the armistice terms.

Budapest reports that Berlin cousidsrs the-Sovict statement on
Bulgariz's neutrzlity very notaworiily, bedauge up %9 She

present the Sovists had not sixed in Bulgerian iatsraal questiones.
The voyage of ths "reprusentztive ¢f the Bulgarian gzovernment
siould be taken with reserve. Tt

The German line to Bulgaria as given by the Donasusender is in
the form of o ccmientary "What can Buluarisg expect from tihe
Sowiets?" The comsentary goss on to say thsat cveryone in Bulgaria
agks this qucation. or rather in the form "What cannot Eulgaria
expeet from the Soviets?" ’

They camot expeoet the doviets to recognlze the Bulgarian
frontiers. Thsy can expsct conditionr tiat will be zs unacecsptadic
as thoge of Noullly. They empect the enemy will"not regret
oqrgupying all of Bulgaria.

The allies press states that it is not a guestion of treating
Bulgaria Dctier than any other country. They caniot cxpeet bstéer
eonditions fro= the Soviets dosnite tae Tact that sy are uot

et war with She USSRe ’
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The Doviets announce that they do not reeoznize Bulzorian
neutrality, which means thoy do ndt want t0 sge Bulgaria out of
ware The Soviets desire Bulgaria bocause of its domitating
geographical position in the Bzlikan peninsulas Georze Dimltreif
has nos waitad in valn twenty ysors o hoeome presileant of the
Supreiie Council of the Soviet Republic irn Bulgariae

HUNG ARY

Radlo Ankara brings a rcport from Switzerland thet the Jungarian™
government nns decrsed martvial law 1a souta Huagzary and _
Transylvonice thet tasrs is unsnsiness in the cousniry znd tae
governient is taking extreordinary precautions. dccording to
gome rumors, 7000 peopi: have buen arrestsd in 5 wosk in Budapeate

Beriin toc Turkey says that General Laxatas, the new Eungerian
Prime Minlssor who is decoratod with the Knight's Iron Cross, lLas
declared that Hungary will continue the figat ti1l $ne Bolshevik
dangoer is removeds :

RUMAITZA

Radio Bucegi bringing the communique of the Gsneral Stoff for
August 30th said thaet Ffighilag was st11l taking piace at Slotozia,
Calarasi, sdakale and other places. Thoy claim ths canture of
three generals, 500 officars, 5000 soldieras end a large auount of
war wateriale

In the scetor of Nadlag ths German Hungsrisn forces which had
penctrabed into Rumanian territory were repulsgede.

The wilitary comrand of ths capital cnlls on the peorle of ths
city to help clesn up the strects and blociked roads owing to the
heavy dazage dons by the reeesnt alrralds.

Radio Bucegl, owing to laterference, cannot be moniicred in the
eveninge There was soke success in hearlng the Rgiio Carpati
on 50 e 2% 12:00 GiTe ' v

An exprrimcatal stotion Arges at 48 m. was heand at 18:30 ZkT
btut very poorlye It was not possible to monitor any dtacr
Rumanicn 563 3 :

Radic Sofia brings the TASS report that ths Ruuanian ddlezation
10 Moscow to sign the armistice i rms consigted of Stirbsr, the
Minister of Jussice Patrascanu, the Asslsiant kinister for ’
Foreisn &ffairs Damacianu ané a licutenant-colonel e...

Hungary 2180 reported thet the Wilhslmstrasse scsctzr sald that
sievents in Rumenia were still velleds dothing was kncwa of the
fate of the Germsn Bibagssy in Bucarsste © iatest nswg hed been
that ta. Xing'se troors nad surrendered the Bubassy and were silll
besiagling it. : )

Berlin m:akes only a suort rafgroace 1o Horia Bima’s asppeal for
action ageinst the new Rurantn governrenie Undsr a Zagreb
dateling t quotes the Crost press 28 saying that Rukonia is
obtaining the ssre roward as Eadoglio received in Italye Rumania
nas surrendered to PBolsghevisme The British and the Americans now
have no rizht to spoak reszarding southeastern Zuropc, 2nd tae
arnlsticc couditione are belng Adicltated only by the Sovietss




SLOVAKIA B

Radlo Budafeat in eongcetion wizh Tisao's speech reportcd from
the capitv of the Reich that the occupation of 3lovakia was
undertaken at the request of the Slovak governuants The
disturving clozents were partly parilsans froi Tito'ag armies
and other forelgners and only a small pearcentage of Slovakse
Porlin declares the uprising will be gnfed 800Ns

In a laber broadcast, 21.35 GHT, 1t is statedr "Berlin's
political eircles are watching devulopments in southeastera
Furops with intereast though without nervousnesss

Ths comnmunist rchbeliion in Slovakia has been joined bty
Slovak troops and the Wilhalmstrasse, zccording to ths
Interinf, thinks it will be put down in twenty four aours.

To ghow its past ‘help, Berlin reports that thgy havs sent
18,000 plows, 4000 scythes, end 1500 other agriculturai machkines
to Slovakiae -

Berlin announces tbat it hag wobillzed their Balkan quiaslings
Horias Sima, Goaeral Lakotas, Nedich and the Croat spoksaman
Bogdan who have addressed appeals to the Hungarlan, Serbdian and
ths Oroet peovlce

- oW1
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TELEGRAM SENT : '~ August 31, 1944

WRB 145

Subject: Setting aside of Bulgarian anti-Jewsh laws.

I




TELiGHAL, SoRT

WRB 143

Subject: Propose: measures for em:rgency assistance to

Jewish citizenry in .ulgaria.




THLEGHAE SENT August 30, 1944

ViRB 142

Subject: Guotation from text of Bulgarian d-cree abolisaing

anti-Jewish laws. .




e

sl

broadcast from Sofia, August 28, 1944

In execution of the poliey decided upon by the Government,
the Council of Ministers has occupied itself during several sittings
with the Jewish question and has decided:

That there shall be changed immediately all the restrictions
'S contained in the law for the defense of the nation snd the Order of
the Govermment of August 29, 1942, in abolishing all the resbvrictions,
political and moral or of a police character; that is to say:

The forced weéring of speciasl insignia, the command not to cir-
culate, and the visiting of certain localitles, choice of profession,
etce.

That the committee for Jewish questions be returned to its original
status, and that its functions be transferred to the appropriate
ministry, the to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the communal
funds of the Jews to the Ministry of the Interior, while non-portable
property (real estate) will remain with the Ministry of Finances and
of Agriculture and public grounds and buildings. -

-, .

SN

The complicated affairs in co-relation with these funds an
real estate of persons of Jewish ancestry {(established for four years ,
through the application of the law) shall be regulated in conformity
with the commandments, laws and orders that the Ministry of the
Interior shall establish. : : v

On the 24th of this month the Minister of the Interlor received
the newly established consistoire in a body, in the presence of
Reserve Colonel Tagger, snd informed them of the decision taken by
the Government concerning the Jewish question and 1ts modifications,
The members of the consistoire expressed their satisfaction of the
reception accorded them by the Minister and "expressed- thelr devotion.

8 : to the Bulgerien State, the subjects of which they continued to feel
: themselves to be and had felt themselves to be in the:most difficult
days. The same members of the consistoire declared to the Minister
of the Interior that they had faith in-the attitude of the Government
and that concerning the regulation of the Jewish quéstions they .
had confidence in the Bulgarian State with which they would settle
the questi~ns asisubjects of the country.




REGRADED
‘pNCLASS“iFTxED

L. i
1/ At the end of April, the Turkish m/® " Agur" was sent by us
to Burges. She came back empty. From the report of the captain,
it could not be clearly understand if the pa;sangers were not -
embarked because of diffioculties froh Bulgearian side /from the
“harbour suthorities, because of the absence of life-belts/ or
because of difficulties from the Turkish Consulate, as there were
no transit visas. . '
2/ In order to clear up this question, another n/v "Mzrina" wes sent
by us on May 20th to Burges, carrying iife—belts. It was definitely
established that the Turkish Consul in Burgas gave official notice to
the Bulgarian authorities, that Jewish refugées could not be
embarked if he - the Consul- would not receive an order from Ankara
on this account.
3/ A third effort was made to Ze$ make come Jewish Refugees from
Bulgerian with a bulgarian boat. This effort too had no result
vecause the Turkish Consul and eveﬁ*éa%&y the Turkish Ambassador
undertook cerfain steps at the Bulgarian authorities.

The Bfforts of the W.R.B, must bédne in order to settle those

difficulties. I

a/ The Turkish Consul in Burgas should be informed from Aukara
not to make any difficulties %o Turkish and Bulgarian boats

‘;Lready to embark Jewish refugees for Istanbul, on their way

to Palestine.
or ) . '
The Turkish Consul should be informed to act for thege boats

e

like demanded for the further Turkish boats in Rumania, ieee

to be glven the order to issue collective visas.

e i o

/e




Enclosures
1¢ one letter from the'Turkish Cbnsul in_Burgas to the
captain of the m/v "Agur" . ,

12/ one letter from our ship-Agent in Burgas

P.S; Vill you pléase be so kind :nd send us back tue two enclosures.




; 8/25/44
L Mir. Katzki:

lr., Ueberall said they had received
a cable from Yarna this morning that the
boat Pirin is supposed to have left the
21st from Varna to pgo to Burgas, to wait
there for the passengers. All necessary
authorizations and permits have been
received.

br: Ueberall also wanted'ko kao¥% abo

the 4 o'clock mdeting]thls afternoon.
told him so far ias I knew It would take~,

ut

place., He will Ye home-after three o'clock

this afternocon. hb

! H
¥

U7 o PENONPEY
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TELiGRAL S «=NT August 24,1044

,witB 141

dubject: Sneech of Dragsnoff befors tine bulgarian




TALEGRAM REC2IVisL L Bugust 23,1844 Bt

WRB 104

Subject: The U.o,Govarnment is watching btreatment of Jews 1n

Bulgaria with intercst. This may be transmitte to

Bulgarian authorities.




misconstruction of talks witr Balav:noll,
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Istanbul, “ugust 23, 1944

i

-ear D, 3lack:

In & pravious communicetlion to you, L rafarred to
the possibility of supvlylng money to fesd the Jewish
population of Sulgeria, It is my understanding that
there 1s enough food therc avslilabls, but the J=wish
peoulati-n 1s virtuelly saupsrizsd and uneble to buy
the necessary food, In adéition, this same Jewlsh
population has bosn danrivsd of 18 economic privi-
leges and has beon unabls to indulgs in business and
profsssi.cal aetivitics in order to put itself on a
aglf-sustaining basiag.

I an prepared at this tims to go 2 step furthsr in
the “irection indicatsd sbove, #nila no commitment
can be made at thls mommt in spacific terms of dollars,
I bave overy good raason to balisve that the necsssary
funds could be promptly fortheoming to serve these
purposes, It wlll bs nscsssary, of course, to deter-
nine just what funds will be needed, whers and how they
aro to be dlstributed, and for that purpose: & neutral
agency would probably be required to make such a- study
in asdvance, end to handle the entsrprise. Perhaps 1t
eould be the International Knd Cross, or some other
ageney sgreed upon by ths pulgarian Government and
the intermediaries for the Govsrnment of the United
States., Lt has occurred $tu ms that such a definitive
stabtement wileh co:ld reach ths Bulgarien Govarnment
et this blwe may ba sspecially useful at tils momont.
I take btnis occasicn to repeat that our purposs 1s
(&) to sesc that the Bulgarian citizsns ars rsinstated
to tnblr normal positlon socislly and sconomically;
(b) that thsy are given the wharswithal bto indulgo
in thelr new fr-edom activaly; (e) that they can
becoms self-sustaining, with all of the indepandence
and dignlty attached to trese qualitiess as Dulgarian
citizens; (d) that ihey can immedlately begin to

K]




-

contribut: to ths resuscitation of the sconomile 1ifs
of the nesw netion which, I understand, is now baing
Torged, .

The latter may be of interest to Lhe Sulgarian
Govarnment, and it wouls seerr Lo me that, 1f such
work 1s to be cone, tie sooner 1t is begun thes batter
for all econcerned. I therofore have taken the oceasion
of addressing tils note to you, an trst in prineiple
you will undarstand our visvg, and perhavs rave thém
transmitted whare ths, may do ths most pood at this
crucial hour, )

Corcially yours,

I, &, Hirsehriann

L. rloyd I, Plack, President
dobert Collape
Hdisar

1AH/b
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LLa Thrace

| Lafiﬂulg(ariie. est.

Le Caire 22 A, A, — Radio Sofia
a annoncé hiep que le Ministre des:

ganoff palera aujourdhu; le
Aodl A 16 heures, heure locale bul.

[pare,

Déclaration de M. Draganov

affaires élrangéres bulgares M, Dra-l

ef la Macé-

doine sont bulgares

qffirmp‘“u.' ’ u:agandv

it oot por

P

| Garder [amitig turgue

Nous avens nne armée capable de défen-
dre nos fxontiéres, 2 (it sgalemeit Ia miaistre’ hlgare

politique - étrangére . de son pays.-
, dangg)

Dans -ce dicours protiongé tard 1
Bz goirée; -nous avons pu capler les

22 passages suivanls

« Plusieurs - personnes- ony, eritiF
qué notre adhésion au ‘pacte iripar

§ “ifiite. En adhérant i ce pacte, Ta Bul
Ankere, 22 (Radio-Jourmal), - garie vl

M, Draganov, minigtre deg Affaires|méme a
6trangéres de Bulgarie, a prononcé | Batkans.Noits: ne pouvions’ pas alors
aujourd’hui son discours relatif a la (La suite

ail -4 :éyiter ln. guerre et
seuvegarder la  paix des

en. 4¢me page 28me col)

LaBulgarie vet-ellela paix P

Aug. >3 A4
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Ia dit que e B i
I di ]  Bulgurip ospare
ndeniv ses pelations cordia’(:];- 1l

°
e fa Bulgarie i
¢ v Parlant de 1n Rusiie, Draganoy. s
d . i D que 1q Bulgarii, entend mainte-
refuser les lerres qu’on noug propo-' lm" som amilié avec co pays,

i N . u‘ J » '*’Euhﬁwev;g_ﬁé@; Mn'céﬁol';l,e it
v a¥ l u 8 a ’ﬂ, sont deg. te " gires putgares, . |

sait €l od vivafleny des Bulgares |, [2 Bulgirie. o ait Drogenov, 34
Cependant 1a Bulgarie o emms; an. [dsire combatire aucun deg s";.qv;,ﬂi |
Jourd’huil une ammée - forle cepable| 572 s AF i nty nonng e difF. |
de défendre ses fronmlicres, cults insurmontablp dans les ol
Padlant ensuite de ses voising, i [Uns de In Buigarie avee Iz 'Gr}ix'c'-
a dit : Par 'son empressement, g vé- | L . k .
gley le probldme de la Dobroudju'| % €ONditions do pajx qu’sedeps
ln Roumnnfie  prouvé —ses honnes'| Leralf Sofia | p'v'
infentions a notre égerd, _"“‘hi‘"l;"fvon 22 AL A — Ly Bl
Et enfin sur la Turquie ¢ « En co! gle aurait domands au gf;’lllve '
qui coneerne*la Turquie ce pays fai- "‘:fm Hovidliquy g, trunsmel ‘m£
sait preuve-depuis quelquels anmées Vashingfon et Londreg fut i
d’un manque, de confianee 4 mnotre “C;'ﬁptei ; coon auelie [
-égard. Ello g méme ndant assez — La formalioy d*y T ol Al
longlemps massé del‘)enomb'reuseks ‘;“‘ f‘f‘;d"'-"'ée' on Yoggosl;:; Mgm'd.ﬁ,{'.:
divisiong 4 la froniiére, - ,d‘tmll ‘que sofent "f’-*‘Pf?ctés?e; : ol
T'ai cependemd le plabsir de  vous 7", In minomits, bulgave. - (rd'f;:
annoneer ‘du haut de celte tribupe, .=~ Le¢ retonr § 1y Grog. daiy
quaujourdhui: nok felafions- avel LIrace grecque 3 comdigh, <, e{'}l"
Ia Turquie sont ‘des plus. cordinles. BiWlanrie repoive yun corﬁg:}'p (Ll;j;ff;,
. . s

it

En ce gui mous concerne, nous n‘a- j-4ce. - )

vons jumais nourri -del intentions l'e réle de M, Moichanoy o B i ¢

agressives i Dégard de la Turgqme ~tude do FAngleterns - ..'Ib"'

et.nous i avons donné touteg lee Tondres 29 AA, —Ls co il

assuraneces. . voulues, N ant Eranger dy- . Dail H"’"‘?;l el
La Bulgarie -est préte a faire touf it qu'il apperast cortain fnalrftr h;

ee quil faut pour la continuatiofqu? Ja Bulgarie ajf g "'I?n'\g .

de ‘celte amfitic. . feonditions d’azmistice, $ananlg des
# Waeshington, 22 AA. — On a . a3y

entendu la redio de Sofia donner le j

discours que Pérvan Draganoy, mb

nistre des Affaires étrangeres dr

Bulgarié, -a prononeé au: Sobranie

Lo discour§ a duré une heire, Dras

ganov s dif ‘principalement que lo.

Bulgarie avail commis une grave

erretir- en déclarant T guerre aux

EtatsJUnis et g PAngléterre et aue

le gouvernement, bulgarve - actue!

cherche & faire ‘la paix mebifznant

{hvec les Anglo-Amérieains,
Draganov a- Ajouté que In Bulgy

rie entend retirer = de Yougoglavie

hes troupes-et régler  dmmédiate

ment. la question fitive. =




|
.(1116-' ”’> % d
€ ab’eque
[ apt sudoi et
Zo1ddiz sy sed Erdted ou ouFBIBUY | )
fibng- Justipuitojudd’ . 47 v/ *
A i ) gy, /%0
g e lan S ,,-“(_)‘I"Im/ .
foy, iy
Ui ? Ui tigf X

 Onddaliee en Turquie afiig M.z{
Mouchanov. anclen speaker au, Par/
lement hulgare, qui élait srrivé i1y
/" quelqueg jours 3 Ankara, y auralfs
renconiré des. personnalités” allifes.
Aprés uny, entrevue, il”enviya un
courrier spécial & Sofia. :
Al est permfis de croire que Tune!
des conditiony d‘armistice erait de;
{demander A'la Bulgarie * Févacua-i
Hon de tout le terriloire grec et’
-yougoslave.Le gouvernement britan
niqug déclare "que toutes leg mesu-
,:-es prises par. In Bulgarie dans ces
‘erritoires  devront &lre  annulées.| - ) .-
!Alors que leos réclamafions bulgares dem"g!‘es , n?uvellgs ul.'l’fuvees an
sy le- territoire orer n'ont pas la Q)xm_rl-lgr_Gé'neral‘ des Alh?s-‘ du Mo
{moindre chdpce d‘étre “éeoutées. per | o Orient, le;"plern{eg “miindstre bul
Jles Alliés, 1a dituation est quelgne ?*"? t?che ‘e gagr(ljer du femps,
peu obiscure en ce qui concerrie les »;“stle:ss3333“651)’;;:?"?{{3&3
} et 2 p! , ] I s
iréclamations bulghres sur la Dok sfion d'ici. si M. Bagrianov ue fait

i di sridioficie’ ur L ¢
hroudja méridioniale, territoire. au pas sorlir un momont. phts {5t I

nvant 1n décision de Vienne de 1940; Bulgarie. 4o 1 LS -
appartenait & un zhtre satellite dg)| BY gm‘,"l Yo '0 guerre :le seul mos
PAxe, In Roumanie yenr qui lui reste est de former nn
D : g cabinet entremetieitp:’: prét 3 rony
Etant donné qu’Antonesen deRov ot las All
e A 0 les Allemands,
manie n‘a jusquiici fait aucun gest| 1 o - emanas,
¥e: nour-sortir- de In gietre; la hos- g
wibilité, aue cette- réclamation: buls
gare puikse &tra prise” en considérsy
tion: ne pent éfre excluel . . |
-Léambiasdadéir . d’Allemaghe . [P TE pas el
- _+ Ten Bulgamia ti5-groupe: qui’ géuverne mainfenant’
T.andres 92°A. A, — Vlambassa. |le pays, de sgrieux’ tréubles “surgit -
denr d’Allemagne. en Bulgaif= - [ront dans ce pays.. - - E
. «iflté. Snfia pour Jonner -san > ran: | . Toutefolis; 1 “féit: que ‘lk\;-‘gouver‘-,
mort ¥ Hitler, nemeni Bagrianov a:aceédds quel:
Timpression du 0.6, aWlg - |ques unes-. des demandes des So-
dy Moyen-Orient viels, est. considéré ‘comme enco

Le Caire, 32 AA. -— Dapris los lrageant, -




Istanbul, August 23, 1944 -

Dear Dr., Black:
I have written & report to Washington in conmection

“with my operations relating to Bulgaria and have referred

to you, as per the enclosed which I fhoughb you might

wish to see,

Cordially yours,

I, A. Hirschmann

Dr, Floyd H. Black
President

Robert College
Hisar

_I4HLVH




Augus. 3, 1944
MEMORANDTUM

GConversation between Mr. Katzki and Dr, Isac Chaoul

I spoke this morning with Dr. Isac Chaoul, a doctor from
Bulgaria who just arrived in Istanbul en route to Palestins.
Wie discussed generally the situation of Jewlshpeople in
Bulgaria, and the following are the new facts which he gave
me.- It should be noted, howevsr, that Dr. Chaoul had been so
long out of contact with Jewish aflairs bscause of his long
attachment to Jewish labor battalions that he was not too well
informed regarding the situation in Bulgaria,

1. Dr. Chaoul himself was a practising physician in
s0fia and other towns for about fifteen years. He was forced
to discontinue his practice, and was first assigned as doctor
to labor battalions in Yhrace and Macedonia, and subsequently
in South Dobrudja, in the principal city of Dobritech. Dr. ’
Chaoul effected his release from the labdrlbattalion on the
basis of the possession of his Palestine visa and his Turkish
transit visa. He said that people in pogsessioﬂ of these
documents can obtain their release from-labor battalions
relatively ecasily. He said that there were a gregﬁ many peonle
in Bulggria wno have all tneir documents in order for emigra-
tioh, that igl passports, exit visas, and all other necessary
docqmepts,~but havé been unable to departrmerely because of
the lack of Turkish transit visas. Up to the timé of his
departure, .which was five or six days ago;.. they had not yet

learned in Bulgaria about the new agreement for the obtention

+of Turkish traensit visas upon'application.“>
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2, He understands that steps are being taken for the
establishment of ths Jéwish Congistoire id Bulgeria. <*he
names he knows of people who will be in the Consistoire are:r
Ur.-ﬁalmy, an attorney of Russe; Iir. Rachamimoff, a lawyer,
and Mr, Lidji, a lawyer, both of Sofia; Chief Kabbi Chananel;
and Colonel Avram Tadjer. There may bg other personalities
involved, but these arec the only names of which he knows.
he did not know whethsr or not the Consistoire has already
begun its activities. {Yhe new Commiésar for Jewish Affairs,
Protich, stands very close to Mr. Lidji, but Dr. Chaoul had
no ‘information as to whether or not Protich was more anti-
Semitic in his attitudes than anyone else. His own feeling
is that at tne present time thg tendency would be away from
anti->emitism. )

Dr. Chaoul himself saw no indications of a relaxation

of the anti-Jewish laws, but he himself knew of two technical

regulations which had come into effeét recently which might
be some 1ndication: '

First, Formerly,ithe procedurs was‘for Jewish people
applying for rassports to have tﬁeir localfcommunity take the
matter up with the local representative of the Commissariat
for Jewish Affairs, who in'turn sent the application o the
Commf%gar fpr decision. Ynis was a long, time-consuming job,

.and presented the criief hurdle in Securing passports, At
‘the present time, Jewlsh applicants fo;Apassports may go
directly to the local police with their application, in the

»

Same menner as any other Bulgarian,
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Second. In the nast, it was necessary to obtain from
the Jewish Commisssriat a specific authorization for each
withdrawal to be macde from blocked Jewlsh bank accounts.
uveﬁ though instructions were issued to the bank for three
moﬁths‘ periods, svecific consent had to be obtained for exch
month's withdrawal,- Now, instructions are given to the bank
for thrze months' periods, but withdrawels can be made éach
month automatically, without further official aporoval.

Dr. Chaoul had no information regar&ﬁg the status of
the departure of the boats from Burgas. All ne imaw was
that the lurkish Consul in Burgas definitely nad prevented
the denarture of the boats two or threse months ago. He has
no information as to whether or not tans situation has
changed,

To vr. Chaoul's knowledge, there are Jewlsi labor
battalions working on roads in the toﬁn of ‘Ichtiman, which
lies between Pbvdiv and Sofia, bullding roads at Lowetsch,
which is/igrth Bulgaria, near Pleven andé the réad betwesn

Sofia and Varna,and at Swistow, which: lies bétwesn fusse

' and Lomm, nearer kusse, where & flood control dam 18 being -

built on the wanube. Thers are other.labor battalions in

Bulgaria, but Ur. Chaoul did not know whers tﬁéy were located.,




Istanbul, Au;ust 21, 1944

s

Naapr Dr, ook

T am enclosing & revised letter of Salabanoff
wieh he has auvthorized for publication. As you say,
a step is belng made in the rlght direetion, bubt I
do Lrust, with Parliament in session, that the
apportunity will not be lost to make these stops
deciaive so they may be Interpreted in Vashinston
in torms of the desired jood will,

Uit all good wishas,

Cordislly yours,

T

A, Hirsciomenn

Dr. Floyd H, Black, President
Robert College
Hisar




La nouvelle atlitude |

de la Bulgarie

Le “Front Patriotique” transmat ses dési- | |
|derata au aouvernement de Sofia par I'en- |
] tremise de Radio “Buluarie Libre”

1 Ankara, 18 (R adio-Journal) La
Radia < Bulgarie Libre »» dans son
¢mission en hulgare de 20 h. 55
communique &

Lo «Frony Patrigfiques demande
au gouvernement Bagrianov qui dil
avoir passé aux actes, ce qui suff:

1, — Rompre toute sorte de rela-

lions avee I'Allpmagne, -

2. — Rappeler leg forces hulga-
res de Macédoine, dg  Thrace, da
Yougoslavie ef d‘Albanie

3. — Créer das reletions étroites
et amicales avee la Russie Soviéli
quie,

4, —~- Créer également des rela-
lions amficales avec le peuply rou-
main, serbe, croats e autres et ac-
anplu,r de la sortg une Unton Bal-

(Ia suite en 4éme page 2¢me col)
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{de I'Etat, -

le pays,

i{rera comme  de stmples paroles )

jaui seront adoptées en-dehors del
Acelles ci-haut mentionnées, . l'

‘{gere, il a fermement décédé d’elimi
4 hudsthon, juive.. - Le gouvernjpmiend

leonflits et sans fajre Subir des nou
| vdlles souffrances ami peuple bul-

[ En Blﬂgﬂl’iﬂ%:

kanique,

8. — Créer des rolations amicales
vvee la Turquie,

6, — Eloigner les élrangers qui
Bg ‘trouvent dans les organjsations

7. —- Dissoudre tous les orgunis-
mes élrangery quj se trouvent dans

8, -— Recréer des relations avoee
les Alligs. -

Tant que cela n'aurz pss été fait !
i) pe sera pus possible de sauver Ia
Bulgarfie. Le peuple bulgare consida

sans importance toutes les mesures |,

La guestion juive seéra éliminée |,
Berne, 18, A.A, — Dans le som |

{Ibre lableau que M. Bagrianoff fit §

de Ix situation de la Bulgarie au
ours du Mscours qiti! prononeca

"\hier au Sobranje, il préeconi g pren 4

dre des mesures pour surmonter |q

* hes difficultés -dans lesquelles so 14

bat la Bujgasiie -ct pour fos élimire
ner, : : 1

Entre aulres, jl déclara que laj(
question juive doif élre - éliminde. ¥
Parlant de ceci; il dit Dolamment :
¢ Le gouvémiement déclare qu'en
réalisant Jes. désivg- du peuple bhnl

ner toutes chdses qui ont été faites
contie sa volonté, y comprig  'a

croit guil poupra fairg ceel .sans
élre cause ‘de Nouveaux e vafins

gave, En dautres mobs, 1= gouverne
ment bulgane a Pintention ¢f le dé
sir, dezng 'sis actes, de Wngif - que

Le  oorrespondant: de VUnited

.Press mande que lg Premier bulga}.-

re affimma. que son ‘gouvernemient
ne veutf pas verser du sang, - -
! =

N SREdE AT

pour le mieux du poup’e bulgara 3./

]
0
I
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Istanbul, Ausust 18, 1944

Dear Dr, Black:

i I am enclosing, for your information, a rough
draft of a telegram that 1s being sent to Washington
today. I should be grateful to hear of any new
developments or steps you suggest in ordgr to infomm
Wwashington without delay.

Cordially yours,

I. A, Hirschmamn

Dr. Floyd H, Blaeck
President

Robert College

Hi sar
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Discours du Premier Ministre de Bulgarie, Mr. Bagrianoff
Prononcé 3 1l'ouverture G2 la 7dme Cession Bxtraordinaire
. du 25 Sobranis . -

Au commencememt lecture fui faite par le Ministre de
quatre décrets signés par les Rézents 2u nom de S.M.Simeon 1Y,
relativement a:

1 - Démission du cabinet Hojilo?f
- Nomumination de M. Bagrianoff comme Premier Ministre.
- Constitution du cabinet Ragrianoff. s ’
- Changements qui eurent iisu dans le cabinst Pagrisnoff

x

Discours du Premier ninistre:
Megsisurs les Députds,

Le cabinet qui se prssente sujourd'hui devant vous et lequel

J'ai la responsabiilitd ce représenter, fut chargs des reg-
ponsabilitss pour notre commun destin, le 20 Juin 1944,

Cela signifie, Measieurs, que ce cabinet porte ces responsabilités
seulement despuis 10 semaines. Les circonstances @sns lesquelles
ce cabinst se chargza de la direction du pays, vous sont, je
pense, bien connues. ’

Le desuin cu peuple bulgave, alourdi durent les quelques derniéres
anndes, s'dtait arr:zté pour quelcues semaines dursnt le mois de
Mars hésitent A un czrefour, cduguel chague wnas paraisait fatal

et catastrophique. Dsns ces cuszliques semaines de recherches et
d'nésitations, le peuple bulgare priv: de la possibilits de
manifester activement sa volenisd trouva le woyen Ge la manifester
par une opinion publique qui en rdailiz: imposa ce cabinet. :
Grace & ia comprihension de la situation cifficile dans la-
quelie le seuple bulgsre se trouvalt, & la patience.et &
1'humanité qui fyrent manifestizs envers gon destin, pour lesg-
queiles 1l doit ztre econnaissantz et grace & ls ferme con~
viction &1 gouvernement, que éans 1ss moments d'hisitation et

de Gifficultsy, la meilleure chose pour le peuplé est de

prendre lul ineme son dastin enire ses propres mains, ce moment
fatal était venu. Pas plus gue 10 semaines, il fut la scirce

des Balkans pour gegner ia paix. Voild 10 Semaines dans ces
temps dclairs, ia destinse tulgagpe prend peu & peu Je chemin de
la solidarits humaine au iilsu Gletre poussée sur le chemin
sanglant de le guerrs et de l'égoisme. '

Yessieurs les diputés,
nn ma qualité A= Pramisy b aistres, ,'sus la poss
devant la racdio Sofia, de tracer er quelgues lignsze la

politicue qui zurait 4te suivisz par ls nouveau cabinet. Ce
petit discours disait pour le moment tout ce qui dsvait etre Gi
gyant en vue les suceds qu'il fallait st pouvsit zttsindrs. -
Ce petit discours fut justement appricis per tous les pays,

et malgré gque le monde se trouvait enbtraind daps la guzrre et
noys dans ses soufirziucss, ce monde NE. Derdit PaS......

Ce petit discours disait tout sur s psssé, ie présent et
Ifavenir. Augourd'nui lorsque j'ai pour la premilre fois
1l'occasion dfapparaivre devent leos représentantsdu peuple
bulgare pour faire 1z diclaration traditjennells d'un nouveau
cabinet; je pense n'avoir aucune zutr: tacke qus 4'éclaireir et
expliqusr avec phus de dstails tout ce qui fut:dit ou ce gui
fut passé en silence dans mon ciscours. Malgrd que mon discours
fut assez court, il $tait asssz 2lsir pour ceux . qui voulaient

le comprendze. - -




i«

# Lo got ) h@est cogvairicu que dens. ce @taélyeme social.-

il

0 Fnem u q )
que travaerse lThumanité, l'humanité verase gon sang .pour faire -

un grand pas dang le domaine soclale, un pas qui mingra le

monde vers plus de justice et une plus grand§-solidarité

humaine.

Que le peuple bulgare se rende compte que .cette lutte. colossale _

ddpasse toutes ses faibles possibllités et qu'il a i'unique

devoir de supporter avec patience toutes les souffrances et
1'oppression que le destin lui a Adésigné, seulement pour ne
pas. ..... 2t vivre dans uns justice sociale avec ses autres
frires, et par ce chemin de justice sociale contribuer & .
batir un nouveau monde. Ce¢ petit discours avait terminéd avec
une patite déclaration qui montra le cours de la politique de
mon cabinet et qui était: Notre destin doit &tre entrs nog:
propres mains.

Je commence 3 faire mon exposé en m'efforgant de vous :zclaircir
tout ce que mon petit discours digeit, et qui aurs trois
points: 1le passs, le présent et 1'avenir.

Pour commencer par le passé, je tiens & vous remercier pour

les chaleureux sentiments avec lesquels vous. avez accueilli le
gouvernement lequel, comme je 1l'ai d4ja dit, j'ai la résponsebili-
té de représenter dans un des moments les-pius dicisifs de
l'histoire.

Toujours et pour chacun, l'exprsssion de sentiments chaleureux
fut la source d'un encouragement, mais lorsgue cela eat fait
dans un tel moment et un tel lisu, cette expreasion n'esti pas
seulement un encouragement mais aussi méne vers de nouveaux

. engagementg envers ce peuple que vous représentez. En outre Jje

suis obligé 3 vous remercier pour les sentimenis avec lesqusls
vous m'avex accueilli dens cette tribune la plus responsable
et au moment le plus responsable.

Ces sentiments me rappelent six années avant, Lorsque encore
député j'eu 1l'qecasion pour la premitre-fais de critiguer le
digcours du trone du 24éme 3obranie et j'eu la possibilité d'exposer
mes compréhensions sur les grandes guestions et les problémes
en-litige d'alors du gouvernement. dJe me souviens que lors
du 24¢me Sobranie, non seulement 1'opposition mais aussi des
dizaines ds milliers de lettres et télégrammes, par lesquels
1e peupie bulgare par l'entremise de ses députss, acceptait
ces attitucdes.

Quelles étaient les attitudes pour l4s lignes fondamentales

“de la direction?

~ Pour avoir cela, je me permets de retourner en arridre, six

et deciies anndes auparavant, et passer en revue le discours du
trome et voir les attitudes qui furent prongneées se trouvant
dans les pages 10, 11, 12 du discours du Trone. ) :
Le prgmier rayon par la lumispe duquel-je vois le discours

du Trons, serait-jl lu par le roi lui-meme ou par un remplagant,
ce discours du Trone reste un acte du gZouvernemsnt Gans leduel
on montre (décrit)-la situation de 1l'état et montre les projets
qui_seront pr:sentés au Sobranie. dJe cite l'article 133 de

le lod i.....: En d'autres tzrmes, le discours du Trone est
un acte px qui exprdn®e la politique du gouvernemeni et un

acte pour lequel c'est le:gouvernement et personne dlautre qui
est tenu responsable. s

Lz second rayon par lequel je vis le discours du. Trone =3t

que le conseil des ministres, tel qu'il est aujourd'hui, malgré




qu'il ne provient pas_du Sebranie, ¢2 qui $3t la tradition -
¢tun demi sidele Gz la Pulgirie et ssculaire dans les pays
parlementeires, n'a aucun fondement 8 plsider pour une
indulgence envars se¢s responsabilit:s, devant 1. presence
“Jde 1'articie 133 de Za loi......, Je-dola remargyer que Jravals
_r~conatatd powmi les cercles du gouverneasnt le meme desir, -
cette responssbilits pour le confort du couvernerant, d'etre
transf {r e non pas 1b ou il Golt etre, weis "1 ol i1 ng peut
pas i'atrg, en <'autres iermes, la respousablliité sur ie
Gestin.e Z» 13 nation n2 doit pes rester dGens les airs.
sieis asns cette piriode de rachirches, ne serait-1l pas tré&s
cangsveux si nous :.ous contentions & affeaivlir la responsa*
bilits pour ia destinée cu pzupnle bulzare? .

Dans la méme page il existe un autre passage qui est
sntpidrement en rapport avec les citations Paites Jusqu'tici.
Dans ceto: situation, la tendance n'sst-elle nus ¢_aiie, qus2
37 responsabilité Ju ;ouvernament 3ars cette piriode dolit
&1re chergse zu plus azut inatitut ca cosvernsmsnt Tul sera
em>.rrassie par 123 respansabiliitds pour iesgquelleg i1 n'2st
p=s 2n stat Ge sypporter, Ainai 1t=teitude gul a s%e priss
comnz otant i'attitude du peuple bulgare sur iz ferme Gu
gouvernemant bul are est t.isn ciair2, c'est tor
formz de notre gouvernement <oll rester telie
principles clzirs de noire lol foréc.-antale,
_# responsatilité sur La festinde fu

it 2ans les sirs,’ et il existe un “En.er .
haut institut ce ~otre etat soit gcress sous e
responaabiiité qui Lul sers chargie ot 1ruelle 311 n'esy 0F3
capable de supporiuer. :
Corcernant 1a forme de ietie gouverrnzient, il existe plusieurs
autres pasaages, nais e me consanterais de ne citer qu'un
seur 2wmtre gux-

Jerait-il 4tr.nrer que i'union intsrieur du peupie LuLrare &
Giminude? Serzit-il sirsnger que cu3lques gens sont d'avis

3 sserifier cevtainss iidertss, nu'il existe un effort eur

cuz le 3obrorie soit transformi en un masqus glsei &2 con-
tantement &% csche touvss jes misdras . et e mécontgniement
¢u peupleg bulgersey

L8 forme ne pourra changer l'essencs. Le mzs3us ng pourrs

pas crenger is désespolr qui restera toujours sous le mascue

3t conitinuers & ddcom.oser r'union de c2 peuple.

xiste-t-il un plus claiy -gvertissement &u veup.¢ dul.-re pour
123 cangers existants d'un régime s£ns resnonsasiiite.

Je dois ipner .ue cet avartissement n'ast pas f£21iy ma2intenant
meis il Mt £ait, il.y a six anndes et demie, lorstu.' encore
persoune ne couteit du cataclysmz - zctuel .ui 88 trouve [VEN

vers s2 fin. -

Jde crois aveir dit le plus importanmt sur 1'atiztuds du

peuple mulgare concerncnt ia poiitigqus intsrisure.

fut L'attitude snvers ‘les -:uesticns dconomiques? Den3
3 21 et 22 je ris ie passase suivent:




81 quelques stats moloré étent afi s2bllp economiquemont par le
premier; guerre mondicle, soat perveaus > etre restauréds, cel.
S8t du b unc olus grends, lustics sociale qua fub établlie dans

1os froutidros 4z ces étata. .

¥ ’ -
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dernidrenent » imposer un Zouverneuent. par-le guel il prouve
qu'il & la foi que ce gouvernsment prendre eu considérotion le
eours de g& volonté,

le. gouvernenient bulzare qui ne pouvant pas &viter quelques
événezents insurmoniables pour lui, a réagit avsc ces événements
toujours dang le 1ésir de ne p.s attiser les conflits et de
diminuer les souffrances générales, tant sue cela fut deng ses
possibilités, '

Te gouvernement 2éclare qu'sccomplissant 1lr volonté du peuple
bulgere 1l est Tfor.ement déciid > &liminer tovs les £:1iba qui
contredigsent ¥ la pzcificabion de cette volortd Au peuple, inclus
gussl le couvs de la que=tison juive, penscnt srriver 2 cels e
fegon ™ ne s cilser de nouvesux eb vains couflits eb nouvelles
souffrances psur le peuprle dDulzare, pour ses confréres proches

+

t

s -
et A'autres termes 11 1r2 en Vue dIna ges - “bez, lasagessge
bulgare,

Voild pourquoli, le gouvsrneusnt est 3'avis gu'su nom de 1'humanité

1l @ le droit de dewsnisr Ce c~3 plus granda confreres quil se

trouvent dans les bleszeurs ei entreinds dans la.guerre, de ne

pas Gewsnder pir la violence of entidrenent en vein * ensanglanter

un peurle telleisut ensengle:-é, peuple gul ne désire rien 3'autre qua
“ignezent dans le nouvsau wonde qu'ils sont en train ’

fe congtruire, ap'es tent de souffrances, " T

Le gouvernsmenl croll profondement que sl pour Tener la politique
intérieure e extérieure 1'un peuple qui eut le r8lhsur de perdre
touts sou oiganisation il fut inlispensable 4'organiser une force .
eruée iuprovisée, ce peurle gqul conserve ceg forces armfes et son
sme nt esent act et lesquels restant fernerent par ses traditions
derrisie la volonté e ce psuple, ne sont pas dirigés contre aucun
ennemi intéPieur ou exiérieur, 1l'enciuragement dette organisation
improvisés n'est plus une oeuvre patristique et n'est plug 2u .
e1roflt du peuple qui le peruet et cel:c ne peut pas 8tre au profit
de sa politigue extérieure pour le r~=zprocher ent avec lag pauples
EFroches, @our le psuple bulgzre qui zraduellemens prend les
reiines de son destin entre ses mains, un tel encouragemnent est une
oeuvre anti-pulzare et devieal une veuvre gu+i-naiionzle et anti-
soclale,

voll- pourqudri le gouvernemerit nense qu'actuellauent lorseque la
volonté du peunle sersa suivie ner llorgénisation qu gouvernement
pour ceux gul compreunent 1'inutilité d'une telle lutte illégale et
la cesgsent, le gouvernementi par qul serzit-il. rér-ésenté est oblizé

dzneg un t& wmomert » aider 1'union nationale avec une pleine
emnistie politigue.

Le Zouve:nemeat set d'svis que pour sia hometeté =t la clalevrte

il es® inut de déclarer qu'aucun files bulgare n'a -pas 1'awbition
pour atteilr e le pouvoir, et cue le mouvernemeni sccepter la lourde
¢roiy de la rectlon de 1'd4tat zealement pour accomplir son -,
devolr ernvers le psurls bulzare, o

Le cabinst prit ls gouvernemsn: seulement &prég dtre conveincu
qu'avec mow refus on pou.rait zrriver > des Toubtes qui pourraient
ehre irrdparables, ’
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Le pouvernemsnt est convaincu que dass les roments,actusls,
portsr le fardeau du .estin &'un poys ne peut pas etre

12 G#voir ou le privilde 4de - ersonns. Il faut, ¢lapres -
Jies conuitions et par divers chemins, qu(il soly aidé de
tous lL2s tulgares 2% du peunle Zulgare eatier..

Je dois verg-la fin, vous Jdezlarvesr une ferme co.viction

personnelle- .

1 - L'humanit: Zans son entiére unité, sortira de ce bain 4e .,
sang dens iaguel il fut jeté avant eirqu anndes, sortire '
pius groprs, vlus solide et piuc fr- teimel.

que le 3, lequel les souffrances et l'expszience impo-
geront & llhumanité & faire, reiirsra celle-ci du
rigne e 1'Szoisme vars le régne &:¢ la solidarité
humaine et l'amour gour son proche,

. &tve concdue par 4e nouveiles
soufirances ou . 5 luttes sanglantes, cela ne
dépendra nullenent % ¢cui comasncérent 12 guerre, nais
seulement <2 .2ux au 2% la nodw.
La paix dépen.ira Je lsurs senti.ents de justiecs, huianité et
- elairvoyrance.

Psuvu qu'ayint en vae les fautes du rz38é, ils puiszent ar-
viver & conclure une juste paix.

Ceia est ia conviction indoranlsble qut? 1la fin é&e ce conflit
mongial, ii nme se trouvera ps3 un homme, pag uwn peuple qui
puissen£ stacquérir 12 droit inhumain d'empecher ie peupls
tulgare, sens verser an v-in du sang, & trouver se dizne
place drns-le nouveau monde de ls justice et de la sclidarité
hums ines.
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For Attention Mr.Katzky! '

The following cable was recéived from Russe yesterday:

"PREPARATION EN MARCHE SFOP ACTUELLEMENT TEFENSE T«MPORAIRE BATEAUX
"QUITTER PORTS AGISSONS"

PERRN TN

COMMUNAUTE ISRAELITE

" 14.8.1944,




Au.ust 16, 1944
e sorandus for Mr, Kelley:

(1) BReports sre still coming in without cessation
regarding individuals who are forceably being threatened
with deportation to Germeny. It is possible that some
of these individuals are on the so-called black list, but
the reports persist from reliable sources that the police

"in Istenbul have been given a 1ist and special "honoraria®
for transporting certain individusls, It 18 wsported that
the Germans in some ceses have loft thelr automobiles with
certain poliee, etec. I have no way of checking these
statements and would certainly not repeat them to anyone,
but there i1s resson to believe that thers 18 some lack of
c¢lear definition of Instructions or carry=-through between
Abkara and the police here,

(2) I am attaching a copy of a telegram brought to
Mr. Ketzki's attention, from the Bulgarien representatives
who are in charge of the operations connected with the
tranasport of the 5. S, Vita and the S. 8, Perin,

I, A.- Hirschmann




Istanbul, August 16, 1944
Dear br, Blsclk:

iAs you sre undoubtedly awars, a Hr. Nichola
tushanoff, who 1s purported to be an important political
figure on the so-called liberal side, has been released
from Bulgaria for a speclal mission in Ankara, A request
has been made of me by an American here, not connected
wlth the Government, that Mr. MNushanoff be intervieved
with a view to assisting in our program to rescue and
alleviate the condition of the Bulgarian Jews. T would
not, of course, take any steps in this direction before
secking your counsel, Would you advise m seeing Mushanoff,
and is there eny way in which you believe he could be
helpful?

The last information I have from Ankara is that
Balabanoff Intends to remaein there indefinitely. By now
T had expected some reply from hims Do you think that
we should press him further?

I should be glad to see you at your convenience if
you wish to talk with me sbout the above mattors.

Meny thanks for your kindness.

Cordially yours,

I, A, Hirschmann

Di, Floyd Hi, Black
President N
Robert College
Hisar




{STANBUL AMERIKAN KOLEJI - ISTANBUL AMERICAN COLLEGE
ERKEK KisMI ROBERY COLLEGE
ROBERT KOLEJ B OPFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
piREXTORLOK aInEK POST BOX 8
BEBEK POSTA KUTUSU 8 ISTANBUL-TURKEY
ISTANBUL 15, 1944 CAGBLE “ROBCOLEG ISTANBUL®

Mr, Ira A, Hirschmann
_American Embassy
BeyoZlu,:Istanbul

Dear Mr, Hirschmann:

~ - M am returning the statements previously given
92(\75‘”‘ me which you asked for in your recent note to
D’czwc/f /,? >~7 me., I have read all the material you sent me,

//W__”/ se ¥~ , 1t seems to me you have done well in demanding

> Wpeciﬁc action instead of promises in the form
gt M of generalizations, The situation in Bulgaria

is developing rapidly, and I believe we ma,

i -~ -expect further political developments which will

W' have decisive influence on the problem of the
Jewish refugees and persecuted people, as well
as in other directions,

If I learn anything of primary importance I will
let you know, o

With all kind personal regards,

Sincare/l%};:;%&@

Floyd H. Bilgck
Preside J

Enclosures




Istanbul, sugust 14, 1944

Lo8r ¢« Jagulnat:

I should be gratsful if you could arrenge Lo 8062
., valabanoff, dulgerlan ainister o Ankara, at the
first opportunity, nossibly on Tucaday, August 15, to
infori him that:

1, In rasponss to my telegrams to ' ashingbon con-
¢:rning my talks wlth . Balabenoff, our Governmant 1s
awelting & ras-onse from Lhz Bulgarla: povernment to
ry demenda, washingbon iz sspeclally intersated In
learning 1f ths roinsta at of vulgaria: Jewish
cltizens to tie oosition of Bulgarian clvlzens will be

_ineluded In any decres or paacs orogram tnat may be
uncer diseussion, 4+t considers ths stens towards thkis
reinstatement to he & concrete evidencs of ths Bagryanov
govsrmment, elither to manifest its interost in the
humenitariaen oremisss upon whicii futurs discusalons
eould be bassd, or as 8 nenifestetion of the Dulgarian
yovernment's datermination to permit iirenborg laws to
remain on 1ts booka. :ho least that 1s to bs cxpected
{18 that the Bagryanov governmont wlll be complatoly
lax in its reinforesment measuros.

‘

2, Jr. airschmenn wishes to impart with all frion.-
1iness ti:et it would ba in. the inbersst of the bulgarian
govarnmant at thls time, especlally, to pormit the
Sublieation of ths Balabenoff letter which you kindly

_rave to hiwm, if not in its sntirety,  tion in its fun.a-
menbal dlseclosurss, 4Also, any other information which
would coneretely indloate thet th: Sulgarian government
is willing to take staps in allevieting the condition of
membars of its ovn minority population, a8 an svidence
of its own interest in minoritles, since 1t understands
that the vulgeriesn government 1s especislly Interosste:
in thiz question. +he Bulgarlen government lts=lf has
been for dneades, and is now, a "minority government”,
in the face of othor strong govermnmsnts, asnd should sesk
by its own direct, sincers efforts, without Vvaclllation,
to demonstrate that it also understands tia position of
olther e minority of person, race or gov :rument.

Kp, iilrschmenn would be grateful for some rosponge
at tis time on thase subjsets, e fasrs that silence
at this time may be misinterpreted ‘in weshington, since
thay have requestad & ranly. -

I sos no reason why you should not romd the sbove
to K, Balabanoff, which, of courss, you may translate
%o nim in French, e so. -aks French wells I shall also
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£,

be glad to glve him a copy of the above, if he carss to
nave 1t, and will scnd it to him througn you. You may
ask him tnis.

Thenk you for your kindness. I shoulc .appreciate
your communicating with me, giving me nis reaction to
the above, immediatnly after seeing him.

1 sxpset to see you on hednesday, sugust 16, ‘at
3 n.'. at the Park Hotel.

Cordially yours,

1. A, sirscnmann
special Attache

i, Louls Jaguinst
Klietir Palas, Apt. 3
Abdulhak damid Cedcssi
Taksim, Istanbul

1a4/b




Aupust 12, 1944

lemorandumn of convarsatlon heic viith
Lr, 8lsek on August 11, 1%44.,

Lr, Black beliov.a:

{1) That wiils the Bagryanov Governmoni is a:ithor
nro~*‘usslan nor pro-Gsrmaen, that thare is c¢efinitely a
change in the Vov roment which vraviously wes pro-lazij

(2) tkat tho Cermens cannot -any longer interlfsre with
tha bulpgarian Government, politically ov militerily; 41t is
not in a position to G0 803 P :

(3) “nhat the “Pulgarians may sverrsach themsolves at
tiils stsge; they may not swing far snougi Lo the 1aft,
Ihe kusslans are "us.ing.  fmong othor thin s the .ussians
ars roquastling of ¢ e o withdrsw Yhzir troops from Thrace
and kgeedonia, and 28peclally Jugoslavia., fIacsrs are four
Sulgarian dlvisions in those centers,: ironleally the
hussiens ara damanding of the Bulgarians that toey not
only wit:draw thoir troops from sugeslavia, but loave
tialr materiel with tn- Partisens;

{4) *he prosent “ulgarien Government will, in all
llkelihood, continue in powsry it is maiting a currant
effort L. coms to an undarstanding with the nussilangg
for example, bto establish hussian Consulates in the varlous
Bulgarlen provinees; " 1{ has succeeded in inducing the
Germens to withdraw their troops 1n dastern Bulgaria; it
is suppressing tns sxport of food .to Germany,  Visitors
arriving from wofim say thet tisy seo fewer and fswer
Gsrmans in that city, .

Salabanoff's statement to me that only one division
of Germen troops now remeined in bulgaris wes an important.
disclosure. Vhile ons division is about 12,000 troops,
1t 1s felt by br., Black that it does not aven constitute
a leagitimate clvigion, represonting as. 1t does more or
less stragegling ends of German troops,

I, A, uirschmann
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T RLa(itAlL RECEIVED Aupust 12, 1644

Vashington 697
Subjoct: Discussions with Rumanian en” Sulgarian suthorities

must bs confiner to refugee matters.




3.

Istanbul, Auzust 12, 1944

Dear John 3

I am enclosing a copy of a lettor addressed to
tionsieur Simond, Ankaera representative of the Intere
national Red Groag, which he g handing to Monsleur:
Balabanoff, Bulgerian Hinister to Turkeys The letter
covers the points enumerated in my telegrams No. 1414,
August 2, and 1446, August 7, 1944,

Attached 1s a ¢lipping from the Istanbul .'Journal
atorient! of Auzuet 6., In the last seveoral weoks the
Turkish papers suddenly and consistently begén to publish
news rezarding refugecs.

With kind personal regardé, %

Cordinlly yours,;

I, &, Hirsehmann
Speeial Attache

J. W, Pehle, Esguire
Executive Director
‘War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
- Weshington, De C.

Encls,

IAHSVH




Istanbul, August 12, 1944

Dear Dr. Black:

T sm enclosing & list of names of Germsn, Austrlan
and Gzecho-Slokakian nationals who are sald to be in
danger of deportation. If among these names there are
any personalities who are familiar to you and you would oere
to supply information regarding them, I should be grateful,

Tn our conversation yesterday I neglected to request
of you if there was any possibility through any source
k¥nown to you for us to have 2 letter sent to-a person
connected with the operatlons of the boats, the S, S.Perin
and the S. 3, Vita, scheduled to leave Varna wilthin the
next days. Ve are eager to expedite this debarcation
and i1t would be helpful 1f we sould find the means of send-
ing a cormunication and also of having one returned to us.
If this involves any embarressment or difficulty please
forget sbout it. I meant also to ask you if there would
pe some way of having the elippings I left with you regard-
ing the publieity connected with the relesse of the Jews
from Transnistria returned to me.

There are more &nd moré rumblings regarding Bulgarlan
peace overtures and asctual conferences donnected therewith,
I lmow you agree that we ~should not lose & single day's
opportunity to re~enforce upon the minds of the present
1lgaders of Bulgarlas the importence of capltalizing on the
opportunity offered commected with the weinstatement of the
Jews to their status of normal oitizenshl],

i X

Cordialiy yours,

I. A, Hirschmenn

Dr. Floyd H. Black
President
Robert Oclleg

- Hisay - -

Enol.

CIAHVH




No, 3387 (R=3uu8)

AMSRICAN CONSULATYE GuNBHAL
‘Istanbul, Turkey, August 12, 1944

5UBJ#CT Rumora and Political Iitbits from Bulgaria.

TH: HONORABLL
THu SECHATAIY OF 3ThY4,

GASIIINGTON,,

SIKg

i have the honor to pressnt below some rumors and
politloal titbits that have filtered through to ilatanbul
during tho past weoks In visw of tho latest developusnts
in Turkey, there hes baen conslderable spoculation upwun
political activitliss and probable developments in
Bulgerine Humor has also bosn mors 1ively than ususl
in lstanbul with regard to the Bulgarian situation,
nost of the press Informetion and rumor is worthy of
1ittle attsntion. Sut o fow titbits seem worth recording
bafors later developmonts eause them to bo. forgotten,
“hey ars ohlefly of interast for tholr timolinoss and as
indientions of the genersl trend, Thsy must not be
eonsidevas as wholly relisbls,

Last >aturday evening, sugust btn, -ofis Kadio
plainly snnounscd that ir. Bagrysnov, ‘tho Sulpgarien
Prime #inister, hed had a conversation with kr. Kirsarov,
the *“ussian “Yharge 4'Affaires, Apparontly the “ulgarian
Governmont wents the contact botween themselves and
the Yusslens to bs a matter of publle imowlaige, “+his
and statements made by v, -Balsbanov, Sulgerian fiinister
to Ankavae, havs been tho source of newspepsr stories
thet talls are golng on betwsen the #ulgarians snd
tho lwssions, 4 story of this kind was written by
iir, Joe Levy, correspondent of the HiW YORK TIHES in
Ankara, who went so far as to say that he had besn
assure: on good puthority that ths ‘ussiens had agressd
to dlscuss matters with “ulgeria thet were of intercst
to the two countries, but that they rofused to dlseuss
such matters es frontiers which they said Bulgaria would
have %o settle with hussia's Allles with whom Bulgaria
13 &t war, Thls statemsnt is at first glance wolcome
ané reassurlng. it may be, howover, thet kr, Levy's

BOUrCH was 1ntentiona11y misloading. g

% travelor from Bulgarls has reportsd that thsre
12 the%assumption and bellsf in Bulgaria that Lir,
Bagryenov has moved conslderably to the left in his
political views, .

indiestions that the Gormens have withdrawn all
but sbout ons d¢ivision from Bulgaria continue to coms

in from

sunegifnﬁiéﬁnE?iiih
e Tt gD 1 5 1072

By R.-H. Parks Date M -
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in from maeny pources. Uno of tho latast rollable
ronorts is that a Gormen camp used for hospital
~ur-ses ot Baskya, near -ofla, has beon olsared outs

As snother indloaticn of the Caparturs of ths *
GCormans, ~ofle nadio sald lest night that teavel is
now froe in Lulgaris. Lo travel permits are needsd
for traval to ths Lanubo and Black cea roglonse The
only remsinlng rastriotion on travel is to wofio.
cers the purpose would 866 to bo to prevent rofugenss
from rusbing there to aell their possessionss

sofia radio last night made no confirmatiom of
ths Lon-on renorte Liat tne sulgarian Perllement mot
y»stepdny in spoeial sosnlon. Dor wos thars anz e
mantion of the politieal amnosty reported fryon ondon.

ihops 13 talk in cofla that Boghilov, btue former
spime inister, desires to lesvs Bulgaria for wwltzore-
lan’, but nas boen rofused s passports <1ho rumor
eontimues that thera 1a a strong possibilitvy that
loasers of Lo pravious two Cabinets may be brought
to trial Tor betraylng troly country's intorosts ®
the sdvantags of the Germanss 4y ig thought that the
racently ennounced sntention of tho Jovernmont for
ths revival of the lew againat those WO onrlohiod
themsnlves 1llegelly may b almes apelnat thsse formsr
logdarse :

4+t has baen lagrnod by bn.ls office that O'Brien,
corraspondent of tha Assoeinbted Press in Ankars, has
eommitted a plecs of f{rragponsible journalism in
roporting that ir. lack, formorly & mambor of tno steff
of tnis offlcs, wenb marriedly to Ankera in connection
wity Bulgarian poesce proposalss +hls 81lly end harmful
raoorbing ~ wholly unnecessary, for the facts could 80
sasily havs basn ehacksd = ip groundless and deplorabla,
‘¢, Blact: went on business for ths Lstenbul ~morican
Collages of whigh he 18 now Fresldente

hospeotfully yours,

Burton Y. Borry
American Consul Generel

To vepartment in original and hactogreph
File Ho. 820,08

WHE/bb,
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Conversation between ir, .atgki and Lr. Plnches

I spont some time today talking with Advokat Leon rinchas,
of vlovdlv, Sulgarie, w:.o arrived in Istanbul on route for
J’alestins thra2 days ago. +he following are the sellent nsoints
of our couvsrsationt

l. Lr. ‘lnchaa' forusr o sloysr, a noa=Juw 2ad a close frisnd
3f Bagrye.ov, was a’vigsdl by bho labbar tost tie sitaation of -
Jowlor Haoniz in Bulie fe «111 imorove stortly, 1 i3 2. .loyer,
who ha' Deon vary holnfl to Jewlsh - evl: during Ly tims of
tho paresscutions 1n Bulperia, advissd sr, Pipcbas'ttat, in his
oninion after whet Segrjenov hed told him, it would bo a wsistake
for Pinci:as Lo emigrata,

2. kr. Bggryanov has glven a lstter to bkr. Isidor kalmy, a
Bulgarian Jew, esuthorizing hi:i to move fr:ely through the country
to adviss Jewls:: communities that improvement in their situation
will taks vlece. #nr., ..almy has alresdy beon in .leven and Varna
and othser places in the northorn part of sulgaria to carry this
news, and 1s expected to travel through the sﬁuthern part of the
country shortly. &r. Begryanov has spoicen withra eircle of worc
mrominent Jewlsh people to determine vihat steps shoﬁld be taken
and in vwhat manner for the amelioration of the condition of the
Jews. DBagrysnov offerc¢ lmmedlately to authorilze the removal
of the Jewis: star, which the Jewlsh people ar; roquired to
wear. Agcording to Hr, Pinchas, therJéwisﬁ peonle boid Bagryanov
that they 4id not went to hevc the smencipatory steps taken too
quickly, but thaet they preferred a gradual chanée. 1t was .
fiéir feelfﬁg that 1f the rlghts of dewlsh people were restored
too éuickly difficulties would result with ths Bulgaerian popula-
tion at large at the time when Jewish paoplgrseak reilnstatement
in thelr former empioyment, try to re~esteblish thsir businesses,

até. The Jewlsh psople told Bagryanov, according to “r. 7inchas,

= that .the mattér of the ramovﬁl of the Jewlsh stars is not so
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important for ther, but that they would prefef:bhat baglnnings“
be made in the rolarxatlon of the economic dlsabllities under
wbiéh they now lives 7 -

3e lhe dowish Conslstoirs in Uulgafia has not yof been
roconstituted, but la in proesss of re-esteblistuunts. Accor:ing
to kre inchas, the Consistoire wil:i ineluds a dolasgats of the
poverniont Jewlish Commissariat when 1t is finelly constituted.
tre el of b .6 lonsittolre will ve u‘nuu Lwugagovo, wi:ic: ig
ebsil five or ben allowetsrs from ~ofle.

te in the smallor cuusunltles of oulgaeria, wis sconomic
attuatl.on of the Juwlss coonle L8 vary Led, "in the lavgsr
towns, altbough employmont so08slbilitles are sirietly limited,
under ths anti-Jewisl. laws, novsrtisless a large munmber of
the vzonls do work in thelr homss in Jowelry, the manufacturé
of l:athsr goouds, stee In tuls way they are able Lo sarn some
monay to =nable them to ske oub thsir existoence. iniese nossi-
billtises ¢do not oxist in the smaller places, and wr, Pinchas
" mentions: specifically towns like Vidin, Vratse, Lomm, husse,
razajik and Haakovo, Haskovo is particﬁlarly bad.

5. Jewish men between ths ages of 20 ana 40 have been
incorporated into labor battaliong, and ars raquired to do
hard menual lsbor, frsquenlly et 1onérdistancas from thelr
homas. Some of -thesz people sre sent as far as 500 kilometers
fro: thsir nlaces of ivesldence. They receive no pay for this
work, and when I asked ;1nchas hoﬁ’thoy live, ne indicebed that"
they apparsntly gst it from ths alr. delng:sway from thelr
homes and with thelr reserveas long since used up, these men
in ths lebor battallons are in a very dLfficult plight’s The
families of tho men 1n the battallions reccive an sllotment
of 500 lsva per month. Under presant,cgnditions this amounts
to practically no hslp at all., The families of men in the aroy
rocelve sovgral'tlmes 500 leva per month, and thelr rent is

remitted during the period of milltary service of the head of

tho ‘houssholds In sddition, Bulgarien people are largely’
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agrarians, and have reserves upon wi.lch thay can fall back. %The
Jowlsh peopls, having besen largoly urban dwellers, and having
gon undar economic disebilities for suci: arlonggueriod of time,
<o not havs any raeserves out of whici. they can help themselves.
4, In ths opinlon of lir. .1necnas, 1 an lmprovement in the
¢ondition of Jewiéw asople in “ulgarlia tokes place, smigration
from that country will cesse. In «is opinil.n, and bassu upon
what »sonls have told hilm, 1t may; well be thet thoss sulgarlens
wko tave alreedy gon2 to ‘alestine mlght want to r.tuin to thelir
native céuntry. Ysrhaps t 2 young pioosls, the Zlonesrs, who
havs always wanted to go to Palestine, will stlill) have thls
gbal boafor: them, but the older peoplaéwlll ceriuinl, want to
romain wnere t-.ey ars. »
Te hr, -inehas, who 1s a ssvislonlst, criticized the siethod
by whieh sslactims for Pelustine emlgratlon nave ve.c made,
@ sald that sslectlons arsc mads by a Jacbb Barucl:, who 1s a
roprsesentztive of t. - Jowls: kLgzneye U B0 tilo nra2s-aty most
of Lne psople who havs laft bulgsris for ralsstine hav: bseen
the weeltiler 29112, and thoss wiltiout funds remainsd bahiind,
Furtharmors, in his opinlon, ihe older =zsonle si:oul:d not have
besn s=nt to Falistine, but sueh faellltlas for smigretion
88 oaxisted sho 1¢ havs bzen resorvad for young posople, who can
contribute te tire economic cdevaslovm=nt of that country.

8e i3 on2 fector, according to Lr. Zinchas, #ich

of Turkis: tresusit
still limitad (;a roaationad geven 8 we but suobably e
referted to th',agreement for nins visas por weokl)as Ihirs are
govzral hundred people now in Plovdiv who have all thoir docu=
wents in ;rder for emigration, butb whorara unable to move
‘because of;the lack of Turkish translt vlisas.

9, People in Bulgaris who have Palestine visas 9uthorized

are making no effbrts to eross ths border into(Turkay without

- Turkish transit vises. It 1s well known in Bulgarie that any
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Jowish norson arriving in ‘uriey will be able to 20 to Palestine.’
Levertheless, no attemnts ars made to gt to Turkay, witi. o nandful

of excautiions, Urigirelly, pooplc wer. turned baec: &t Ui bordspr

by tha‘Turkiéh border guerds, bul now nven th- Pulpsripn guer’s
turn thom baek iF the peonl - kavs ne Tarkisk transit vl
antielpating tat the ‘iurks will tur:- tiioe bacx ang o

entire bordar, bein; e mititary zons, ié strongly puardod, and

thero aro no nosaibilitiss for erogssing: tim e > v, L

only »laga whers 580 12 een cjo8s tho berder is gt ~v1llongrad,
wkers supervision - rigic, !

10. Tn to v 2 tim: of 1i1a de&arture, ¥pr. Yincras Doissaelly
saw no evidence of sn amcliorebio- of the sconoi

drwish neapla, nor hed b are bean any abptorant in'tLe cifficulties
attendant upon th= obtantion of xlgarlan sasejorts and
necossary doeumsnis pracedsnt to emigrﬁtixn.r tronow
community in husse hs bueen officiall; “asly
18 to concern itself wit- omigration metters
88w no results frum © iz desigustion,
11, In btr. dincras? oninion, based‘uﬁcn nle obsarvetions,
thors ars two things of importenesw ich can bs fona for
immsdiete assistonce to tis J in oulgeria: (1) Yho awwbsr of
Yurkish transit visas auéhoq P for Bulgaria ali be substan-
tially Irereased, &2 gaid ot
nay vbe five t si bt weusand nronl- geria wio wint Lo
emigrate. (2) Funrs s)inla ba *#oviﬂﬁd for -
must ramain beh5nd in wmloaris, €e unabls trae- ;' AN 4 51 Loeds
abovs water Until sue- tima as o ehang2tin tratr dtuation takss
places
12, ‘hers ars no internmont camps for Jews in Bulgaria,
according - Er, “inehas, nor -ars any deportations taking place.
13, 1t 1s ir. Pinchas! p2reonal opinisn théfztne future of
f%Jewlsh people iﬁ ﬂﬁlgariu, shculd the anti-Jewish laws be

,abrogated,,is not bright. In the past theve waé;no anti-Semitism

. He:belleves,  though, that the 8éeds have been -




planted, end that at

ths first poment, should tho Bulgarian nco:le

. i

221 that the Jewish seonls aprs compoting with Lhem 1n the
scononmic 11f¢ of the country, or that the;, arvs achd sving some
wosition of Grbminauca and stabllity, thore wonld ve a

recrudesconce of anti-vemitism. it is largely for this reason

thoush ns ked boon advise: of bebtsr timos to come

dowlan people, iie nevertreless decided to smigrate.
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Copy of cable sent to Mr.Joseph Levy,Jewish Comunity,Russe:

ANWIESEN JELIABOFP SOFORTIGE ABSENDUNG VITA SO
BURGAS SOWIE BEAUFTRAGTEN KARAGIOSOV SOFORTICE ABSENDUNG
RIRIN BURGAS STOP TURKKONSUL AVISIERT VISAERTEILﬁﬁG%i
NACH ANKUNFT HEER SWOEE SOFORTIGE WEITSRIATSE SICIRG
GESTELLT STOP KONTAKTET SOFORT JELIABOFT KARAGTOSOV 2
DRINGVORBEREITET DOKUMENTE DRAHTET . EVENTUZLLE SCHYIERIC-
KEITEN ZWECKS HILFE BESEITIGUHNG v

“SCHINDCO

11.8:1944:
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atditionsl items Biictuted for imsertion in Bulabanoff letter.

In wddition, I propose the following:

1. «gsuming thut the Yewish populstion in bulgarie is permitted to win
buck its position us normal citizens, r‘esulting from the steps tuken &s indicated
--bove, thuse Bulguriun Jews will not have any reuson or desire for leuving
sulgeria, wsmuncipstion shoulc be rogurded us | 'Soluntary mutter and not us a
problem of evecuution. .

) 2. The plight of ths Hunguriun Jews is desperate. s a result of pressures
brought upon the Hunguriun Government by the Cutholic Church «:d4 neutral
elvilized powers, the hungsriun Goveroment hus agreed to permit the withdrewal
of thousunds of Hungsrian Jows. The lumanian Govermment h:s agreed in principle
to permit their pussage through Kumenia. It will be incombent upon the
Bulgarian Government also to urrange for transit visas «nd facilities through
Bulgaria into Turkey. ~ll of the above Hungarian Jews will carry with them
Palestine entry certificutes.

.3, Before the promulgation of the anti-Jewish Juws, Bulgariun Jewish
children, with ome or two exceptions, vwere permitted to uttend the schools
and their futures were us bright, with sane minor ﬂifferenca, as those of other
Bulgarians. The placing of the Bulgarian Jewish chilfiren on un even footing
with other Bulgurian citizens is a prerequisite of thar 7reversion to normal
conditions for the Jewish eitizens,

4, The approximately 26,000 Jewish psople who formerly lived in sofia and

were required to leave the city and take up residence elsewhere IikswiseXKEd ara

in that eense in no worse condition than other rgmer inhabitants of vofia.
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What 18 important is full restoration of the eitizenship of these Jews so
that they will be able to return to Sofia and rosume the sume full, free stutus
which they hud prior to 1940, to help rehabilitate themselves, rebuild their

community and homes, and to contribute to the econony of the nation,
5. The question of indemnificgtion of the Jewish ¢itizens Tor the

econonic losses they sustained must not be excluded, #hile this muy be subject

to legal difficulties, especlually where propsrties have been appropriated and where
the Jewish people were forced to dispose of their ussets at a fraction of their
values, practical meusures can be found to make amends «nd to serve the ends
of justice. «lso, should the Cover:ment determine to indemnify in soms fashion former
residents of ~ofia to caupensate thiem for property lousses arising out of
bombardment of the city, the Jews should receive the sume consideration as other
eitizens, whatever the compensation might be.
[Parhaps in this conmsction some way could be devised to provide the
Jewish people with free zccess to their bamk ;xaoounts into which they were required
to deposit their cush apd the proceeds of the forced sale of their assets,
which are now blocked. The Jewish people are nor perinit.ted to draw 6,000 levas
per month for their maintenance requirements}
6. ‘u,‘:l"ood, I sm informed, is not today a problem in Bulgaris. This is '
confllmed‘ vby li, Balsbanoff, Crops are extraordinarily good, in fact most
Bulgerian grown vegetables and bread are said t6 be free and not even subject to
rationing. Meat is said to be scarce, but this uffects everyone 1q Bulgaris.
It is therefore our intention not to send food into Bulgaria but to provide

the Jewishr pebp].e with funds in order that they can purohase their foed requiremsnts




in the open markets., These funds, of course, would be provided only when the
Bulguriun authorities guurantee thut the Jewish people ure ¢ble to purchase
teir fair share of uvuilable supplies in the sume manner ws obher groups of
the Bulgurian populution. st the saeme time it is recognized thut some complica-
tions may arise in terms of Bulyuriun i‘isculrregulations and thogse of the united
States, should the Bulgauriuns desire to be paid in foreign exchunge. It is not
altopether outside of the reulm of possibility thut foreign exciiunge can be
made a¥ailabl 'y This ashould certainly interest the culiuriuns.

I mentiox;ed the nure of M. Gunev, who is Director of the Bulgariun Natlonul
Bank, and who is reliably reported to be snti-hezi and anti*fascist. Balabanoff
eorroborated this. Gunev is said to be freely disposed towards ussisting in
f£idning local currency in Bulgaria, should it be nescessary to loca%e Bulgaria
levas to be m=de =védluble to the Jewish population for the purchuse of food.

7. It is respectfully suggested thet an unbiused survey of conditions of the

diwtmiinpbbplentndBadgundwdeiaythoymane] xtankirifknnnesahaitaationgxbaxhbad
Jewish peozle in Bulguria today be m.de, touching on such questions as: the

distribution of Yews and where they wre; their financial situaticn; in broed

terms, the extent of hurdship which prevails; the kipds of assistunce which are

necessary; the degree of reluxation, if any, in the enforcement of measures

directed against the Jewish people, ete. It is racognized that there my be
E=

some momentary opposition to permitting oge or more individuals fresly to
eiroulate about Bulgaria for the purprse of such a survey, the opposition

urising out of militery and security questions. The mujor cities, however, such

as Pleven, Haskovo, Plovdiv and Pazarjik, where lurge numbers of Jewish people




now live, ure directly on railroad lines. Uther centers may be similarly located
geographicully, thut is on muin lines of communicutions which are outside of

military zones. it is suggested that the Internutiputl Red Cross could undertake

such ap objective survey which would be importzmt us a basis for uny plan

which mey be contempluted for assisting i the vehabilitation of the Jewiash

vesula {a Balesrla.
A1l the sbove ls predicated of SSEfimmEd PEPETED Lhil the sliminetion of the
Jawish people from the economic 1ife in Bulgeria is recognized, even in Bulgaria,

to have caused disruption in the sconomic structure of the eountry.
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Subjact: Intervisw witn Balasanolt, nurust 5.
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Londres, 5. AA.—D'aprés
ce que la radio frangaise dif-
f1se avjourd’hui, la Bulgarie
est préte a conclure Ila paix
“| et peut accepter les condi-
‘| tions d’armistice suivantes:

‘1 1.— Retrait de toutes les
‘[troupes bulgares se trouvant
‘|en Yougoslavie et en Gréce.

N

Ny

p

2.— Relaxation de tous les-

patriotes  sous surveillance

par les autorités bulgares.
3.— Retrait des troupes

bulgares & la frontitre de

4,— Fization des frontié-
.{res bulgares d’aprés guerre
:|en ayant en vue les facteurs
économiques.

5.— Reconnaissance  des
droits civiques aux Juifs.

6.— Eloignement des Alle-
mands se trouvant en Bul-
garie de toute espéice de fonc-
tion publique et administra-

tive. B
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- ‘ AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Istanbul, ‘urkey, August 5, 1944

3

SUBJECT: The Jewish Situation in Bulgaria

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATEL

WASEINGTON.

SIR:

I have the honor to present below a summary of the
latest information recelved by this offlce on the Jewish
sltuation in Bulgaria. The sources are an informant
close to the Bulgarien Government whose wife is a Jewess,
and other Informed persons. The attached letter from
Mr. Balabanov, Bulgerian linister to Turkey to Mr. Simon
of the International Red Cross, is important documentary
evidence of the new situation.

In making this report, I am probably not mentioning
any facts that are not known and reported by the speeial
representative of the War Refugee Board now in Turkey
working on the Jewish question in Bulgaris and other Balkan
countries. In fact every sffort has been made to keep him
advised of information reaching this office concerning the
Jews and he has acted in the sams manner towards us. The
conclusions and opinions in this despateh, however, are
those of the Consulate General and its sources. Moreover,
it seems wise to report this importent matter in the usual
way in order to keep the information flowing into the
Department from the reporting section of the Consulate
General as complete as possible.

A member of this office presented a Bulgarian source
close to the bulﬁarian Government with a statement of the
attitude of the Americen Government upon the Jewish question,
based upon telegrams received from the Department. The
source, who, on account of his wife, is sensitive to and
well informed upon the Jewish question in Bulgaria, then
sent a strongly worded statement to his Government in
Sofia. He told me that Balebanov would carry his statement
to Sofia when he went there in mid-July and would probsably
bring back some reply.

The Teply Balabanov brought back was more than we
expected. The message was filrst deliversd to me by my
source wiho saw Balabanov on his return to Istenbul on
July 21st. A fow days later, it was given to the special

representative

DECLASSIFIED
: Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11:72

By R. H. Parks Daw__SE,E_]. 5 1972
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representative of the War Refugee Board in Ankara by
Balabanov himself both verbally and -~ what is most
remarkable of all - in the form of a slgned copy of
a letter from Balabanov to Simon.

The importance of this letter end its contents
cen hardly be over-estimated. A Balkan diplomat 1s
rarely willing to put himself on record in wkiting.
To do so in this instance, spesaking offieially for his
Government, indicates that Balabsnov was not only will=-
ing but anxious to show the new direction his Govern-
ment 1s taking with regard to questions of importence
to the Allies.

A free tranalation of the letter is attached
herewith. Its main points mey be summerized as follows?
1) The new Bulgarian Government intends to alleviate
the condition of the Jews as soon as practloable;

2) 1t will facilitate the emlgration of the Jews to
places of safety; 3) the Prime Minister saw the Jewlish
consistorium in Sofia and reassured them as to future
treatment of Bulgarian Jews, for which they ezpressed
their gratitude.

This indicetes a basic change of policy. The rest
of this despatch contalns views and amplifications upon
this important letter.

First interpretations:

At first glance the Pulgarian willingness to allow
the Jews to emigrate is a very great concesslon. it
must bé added, nowever, that there is no practical means
of getting them out within a reassonable time. ‘there are
45,000 Jews in Bulgaria. If a train load of them were
to come out every week, only 500 persons would thus be
transported weekly. Shipping 1s also inadequate and hard
to come by. Moreover, if the war is ending, many Jews
would no doubt prefer to stay where t hey are,

Persons interested in the Jewlsh question want to
get the Bulgarian Govermment to acknowledge the difficulty
of getting the Jews out of Bulgaria. %hen, they want %o
urge the Government to take steps towards restoring their
¢itizenship, i.e. to repeal the two anti-Jewish laws that
deprive them of it. And finally, as some authorities
believe & growing number of the Jews are in danger of
starvation and entirely destitute, they think the Bulgarian
Government should be asked to agree that 1f the United
Nations can get food to Bulgaria, 1t"will be allowed to
be given to the Jews.

Views of my Informent:

My confidential informent, holds other views. He
remembers that he spent one night until 4 o'elock in the
morningiin conversation with Gabrovski, chief of police
in Bofla, who finally convinced him that if the Jews had
not been expelled from Sofia the Germans would have
ecompelled their expulsion to Poland. It was intolerable
for Germans in Sofia to be confronted with Jews in their
daily affairs. So, by expelling them from Sofia, the
Government saved the lives of the Jews, although their
property was lost, This, the informant sald, was no more

“than
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then had been experienced by many Bulgarians as &
result of the #1l1lied bombings. :

The informant went on to say that there 1s no
reason why Jews should starvs in Bulgaria since they
are now allowsd to work. Tpis was confirmed to me by &
Jow in Istenbul, who saicd they are allowed to work to
a certain extent, as in harvesting, but are not generally
allowed to take Jobs. they are well pald for harvest
work, the wage being 200 to 250 leva (comparable to 4 or
5 dollars in America) & day.

Woreover, the informant sald, information reaching
Bulgaerie from Palestine is that Jews who go there have
a herd time to fina work, excent at farm labor which
i1s not suited to shop-keepers, doctors, oculists and
the like. Many loaf in camps for months. *he informant
18, therefore, sure that few Jews now want to leave
Bulgaria for Palestine. This is all the more true
becsuse they no longer fear persecution in Bulgaria
beyond the teris of the two existing anti-Jewlsh laws.
They have been assured by the Bagryenov Government of
more lenient treatment, for one thing, that the yellow
discs they now wear on their arms will soon be removed by
decres. Finally, Bulgarien Jows do not want to senc out
their children. Most families would prefer to take
their chances together, unless they are confronted with
the fear of expulsion to Poland or executlon.

Returning to the question of food for the Jews in
Bulgarie, the informant sald he saw no reason in the
world why food should be sent %o Bulgaria. fe wsaid the
country 1s now enjoying one of its best crops in a
long time. Under such circumstances, the Sulgarian
Government would not permit toe importation of food if
i1t were sent. He suggested that the Jewish consistorium
buy food on the Bulgarian market. Germany will be
getting very 1ittle of the present crop. If the consis-
Torlum needs money, ist it be sent to them. It should be
remembered that each village has @ kazan - soup kettle -
where the poorest Jews are fed., Probably the reason meny
of the Jews are in a sad plight is that even before the
war two-thirds of the Jews of Bulgarisa were poor people
living at & bare subsistence level. <Yhere were few
wealthy Jews. The rest of the remailning one-third might
be called well-te-do.

Both my informent end Balabanov indiéated that

nothing can be done. immediately by the Bulgarisn Govern-
- ment to repeal existing laws against the Jews in view

of the resction this would be certain %o provoke from

the Germans. ‘The Couneil of Minlsters. cennot under the

constitution repeal acts of Parliasment by decree. FPar-

1iament must act upon seeh matters and would be unlikely

to dowso now in the facé of German opposition.

Kespectfully yours,
2

Burton Y. Berry B
American Consul General

Bnclosure:
As stated. . K2

To Department in original and hectograph
File No. 891 WNF/bb.




August 5, 1944
Memoranduri for Mr. Kelley:

Bubjectt Conversation with M., Balabanoff
Bulgarian Minister to Turkey

Place: Home of Gilbert Simond
42 Necati Bey Caddesi, Yenigehir

Time: 5130 p.m.

Monsieur Balabanoff arrived 30 minutes late and immediately
appropriated a half-dozen of my 0ld Gold cigarettes for his wife.
I took no steps agalnst this overt act since I determined to take
measures to make him pay for them in large proportlons, I thenked
Balabanoff for the. letter which he had given to Simond for me and
told him that I had transmitted 1t to our government, I requested
permission to have it publicized, which he stated had not yet been
authorized but that he would give me an answer to this within not
more than two days. I referred to the fact that the letter sald less
than his conversation with me and he replied that this was naturally
the case where the written word was concerned.

I informed him of the presence of the S.S.Vita and the $5,8.Perin
in Burgas and your arrangement with the Turkish authorities permitting
these boats to enter Istanbul; also the suggestion that they continue

on regular trips as a circult, He made notes of the latter and
promised to inform his government. He linguired what was holding

up the boats and I stated it was my opinlon that the Bulgarian
Government was waiting for word from the Turkish Govermment regarding
thelr release of transit visas,

I then launched into the subject of the two anti-Jewish laws.

I told him that 1t was my opinion, and I bellevéd that I was supported
by our government in the convietion, that the efforts towards good
will which the Bulgarian Government was attempting to show, as
menifested by Balabanoff's letter, might result in the creation of
111 will rather than good will on the part of our government in view
of the technical difficulties involr ed in moving people out of-

Bulgeria at this time. "It may be weeks", I said, "before any
apprecliable number of refugees can depart, and this failure might
be interpreted in Washington as & breach of falth on the part of
the Bulgarian Government." I sald that nothing would satisfy us
until the two scandalous anti~Jewish laws were revoked. Balabanoff
reasserted his position that these laws were to be abandoned ’
gradually, . I inguired as to the reason for such delay, 1n view
of the mr esent political situation, He did not reply to this
directly, stating that it was true that the political situation had
eased appreciably in the last week; that there was no real fear in
Bulgaria of the Germans now and that a close relationship had
developed between the Bulgariasn Government and the Soviet, He
gtressed the latter point and spoke of it with enthusiasm,
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In the course of the latter discussion he referred to hig

pPleasure at being able to meet with me not surrounded by German
sples, stating that the ainr in Ankere was much better now that

the Germans had departed, I agreed,

Balabanoff inquired whether much good wi11l and publiclty would
result from this revocation of the two laws, and I was emphatic in
Indicating that this would make a dramatic story and impress our
government of the true good falth in the field of humenitarianism by
the Bulgzarian Government, In fact, I asserted that nothing short

of the abrogation of these two laws would satisfy us, as they were
linked in our minds to the infamous Nurenburg laws and that it was
up to the Bulgerian Governm

ent with one stroke at this time to d1g-
asgoclate 1tself with this z

black chapter in 1tsg history; otherwise

set the point and replied that 1f it wepe
within his power he would revoke the laws forthwith, but that he
could only =end a message a

s strong as my representation to his
government, which he would do this night,

I read to Balabanoff a memorendum sent to me from Istanbul
raferring to the baragraphs below:

"In an address to an economic conference in Burgas, Hristo
Vasilev, Minister of Comme rce, declared that the elimination of the
Jews from the economic life of the country was to a large extent

responsible for the "catastrophic! position of Bulgarian economy,
This statement cot by the censors and was printed in a Burgas paper
read by sub-source,

&

"Sub-source states, nevertheless
of the Jews is as bad as it has ever been. Food rations, in some
instances, ars lower than ‘for the gypsies., The newly appointed
chief of the Jewish Commissariat, said to be Bogomil Protich, is
alleged by sub-source and other Jews who have had dealings with him

to be much more strongly anti-Semitic than Stomanyakov, the retiring
chief !

s that the economic situation

Balabanoff asserted thet he only knew Vasilev 8lightly, since he
was a new Minister of Commerce, Here I emphasized the deslrability
-:3n our view of rehabilitating Bulgaria's own gitizens to build the
new Bulg aria rather than to transplant them with all the attendant
discomfort, ¢xpense, etc. to a strange land, I stated that reportg
indicated that there was plenty of food in, Bulgaria, and that 1if it
wes &8 metter of finanelsl aid I was of the opinion that some arrange-
ment might be made through the International Red Cross to provide
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funds for the pauperized Bulgzarian
Jews, Herz I referred to the name
Bularisn National Bank, who is ant
according to¥Dr. Black's information

dieposed toward assisting in finding local currency in Buls aria,
should it be necessary to secure Bulgarian levas to be made avalla-

ble to the Jewish people for the purchase of foods This secemed to
interest Balabanoff,

cltizenry who happened to be

of Gunev, Dirsctor of the

i-Nazl and anti~Fascist, and who,
s would probably be freely

Balabenof? then referred azain to the Ting impression that was

made on the Bul arian Government and people as a result of the absence
of bombing since March 20, He asked 1f I would be willing to make

a bergain to continue the policy of this "happy omission™ 1if the

two laws were revoked, To this I replied that I was not in a position
to discuss military questions, but that I had noted in & previous
telegram to Washington to the effect that the absence of bombing had
deeply impressed the Bulgarian population,

In questioning Balabanoff again on the reasons for hisg government 's
apprehension to wiping out the two odious anti-Jewish laws without
delay, Balabanoff replied that there was justification, especlally in
the last we-ks, for lack of fear at this time sinee there was only

one German Division now occupylng Bulzaria, and that the relations
with Russia had vastly lmproved in the last days,

Balabanoff requested infosrmation regarding the nature of the
good will which Bulg

saria might bulld up through complisnce with the
steps I requested, especlally with regard to the postwar period., He
was desirous of knowing how long the United States Government would
have a hand in Europesn and Balken affairs after the war, I stated
that I was in no position to know or discuss this, but 1t was my
impression that the government would be deeply concerned with

the development of democracies and would continue to be interested
in the protection of minorities, The latter secemed to interest him,

As the daylight was

waning and Balabanoff was Jumping from one
subject to another, I had the impression that a strong representation
made by me through Simond in a letter would be more logical and have
nore concentrated effect, I suggested thet with Mr. Kelley's per=
mission I might address a letter to Simond covering the points made

above, and others, Belabanoff said he would be pleased to receive
such a communieation through Simond,

Balabanoff intends to remain in Ankars for the present, He
promised to communicate the replies to his telegram on the above -
subjects through Sinond Immedistely upon hearing from Sofia, '

I. A, Hirschmann
Special Attsache

. IAHVE
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WRB 92

dts gratification with results of ﬁegotietions

Subject? Boar
with kinistry of torelgn Affairs and Sulgsrian kiniste..




(Extract)
No. 3326 (R-3049)

AMERICAN CONSULATE'GENERAL
Istanbul, Turkey, August 4, 1944

SUBJECT: The Situation in Bulgaria at the end of
July, 1944

The Minister of Commerce in a speech on July 17th,
.went so far as to admit that the situation.in Bulgaria
today is worse than 1t was in 1918 after 3 years of
war. This striking statement is the most remarkable
indication so far received here of the dangerous
economic situation of the country. <+t is even more
remarkable that the Minister. should have madé such a

statement on the radio.
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n-and-oppraseion in Bn ia. R T
12 conversation with snd raporbs froi: pa] abanoff for
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’w111 re%u11 froe hroad strokes in-tha alrsction of humaniterisn-
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the world.: Whatever ssc-ifice on its own part . is necessary &b
fhis tims for it to do 'sc, I em confident thetithe feales yill
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