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40 ¢ 1ld-en who arrived by rail July 30.

Sub ject: Groum of

Rousss Jawish community to concern itseli with emigration,




b sk GRANDUM

on the 40U Sulparian Shtldren

) Jn duly 30, 40 cohildren arrived in lstenbul from sulgaris
ign route to Palestine., ‘insy comprised 12 girls anc 26 boys,
acco’ vanled by two adult ascorts, and ware belwesn Lho ugas of
12 and 17, Jhase chlldran wars nart of a largep group of 100,
whoss names hLad besn included on liists for enlgration to
‘alastine many months ago. bome of the chilcr:n have waited two
vears for thes com~lletion of thelr documents for amlgrstion.
Inguiry emong ths chlldren brought out tie foiilowlng matters
of Iintersat. UYhey have to be considersd with some reserve,

howev~r, consicdsring th- fact that they cama from chlliren whko are
.

not ﬂécesserily wail—infcrmed abont the conaitions of Jews in
Bulgaria. ,

1, #itkin the past f~w “ays, a Colonel iadjer, a Jewlsh
parsonallty in Sulgerie, hed bsan chosen by the governi.ont to
bo president of a cantral Sulgarian consistoirs, whlch hgihas
been ordered to organize. Volonel +adjer ls s8aid Lo Lava:
excallant governmantal contactz, and was a versonal friend of
the two former Bulgerian kings. <Yhe central conslstolre is now
in proecsss of formation.

2. Ther: seems to be some feeling on the part of Bulgarian
Jewry thet conditions for them will improve, L &l not secure
'any svecific indications that this is =0, and upon furthoer

questioning the chiliren with whom 1 spoke said that tﬁis»mdy

be based only upon the general hops that any time a changs in

Bulgerian govsrnment takes place, pressure upon Jewlsh psople

will be relamed.




3, “migr:tion frow. 2ulgarie froin the technioal viswpoint
12 st1711 ~ifficult, b2ceucs of trhe grovt number of focuments which
Jawliss paonls eras requirss bo vresent rior to thelr deverturs,
gn” the diffliculties att .dsant uson the obtantion tharasof.
Proribitions uvon trevel ars an importent contributing factor.
Aceording to the chilcren, any Jdew can aulprste frowm Sulgaria,
providad he can gst his - ocuwents jn order. Up to the oroseht
tim=, theva pebtsirs heve bsen randlad by a Zulgerian attorney,
na ~dawis', by tha namc of -oriz :vostolov,

4, Wwo ~uo re dewlepn chll ren in 2ulgaria haev: thsir
docuriantrtion Cor migrction t. ralsatins In verying stagas of
compl=tion. Accor inpg to tha cnlliren, all that 1s yst racuirad is
cartein confirmutlons fro. the owiss Lepation in ;ofia (I supposs
this nrgobanly has bto o with ths suthenticetlon of passnorts
by tha Swiss Lerstlon in bohell ol ths sritis: dmbasgsy in lurkey
ooncerning which new effirmetive lustructions havs recefitly been
desnatehs? from barn, according to ar, Barlas),

5. Acror’ing to th: chniléren, ir, spostolov askad them to
a“vise the Jawlsr orpanizations in ILstanbul thet the Turkish
eonsul in Sofis has besn asutiorizec to lssue 20 Yurkish trensit
visas weekly instsar of nins, e ls now authorized to lssue
them hLi self without referrnl to and authorizution frow “nkarse,
(The auestion hsre 1s whether or not the chil.vsn wers reporting
as accomplishe~ facts thosfs things which hau been under discussion
in Ankera, snd whieh wmey have come to the attention of peonie in

Sofia.)

6, The children advised me that they hed to sscure individuelly

ity ri
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a larpe number of coouments, an’ that thers nad baen no rsla.a-

tion of thass vequirezients insofar os thsy were coneernoed, wvven

thougr. #hey wers chlldren.

7. Aoccordlng to the eir’1 ren, there are no concantyatlon
camps ﬁt tha present tims in -ulgaria t» whicb the Jaws are
b-ing zsnt. Therses was oﬁa near flavan, whare 80U 280 ls wsrs
hel®, but thoy hava bean 1iberabad. ihers are, howevar, 130
Jawl-» paonla in il ~enp who Era narants orecloss rslatlives
of Jawlar -en who had jolns the Jartisens, smong the 1.0 thers
ar: also men who st ons time nal joined th: fartlsans, but lad
gine~ reburned from ths mountain:, Piids camp is bsing used as
ona of similsr caumps to wileh relatives of non-Jdawist: rartisans
Lsve bosn sents There is, than, only tris vegrogation of Jawish
psonla fror non=d swisr nso.ie for intsraoment purposas, ond it
haqgﬁthing to do with anti-Jewish v uletlons.

in considsring whatever rastrictlve maesuras ars outlined
abovs, it must bs recallsod thet thiese chlldren left s#ulgaria
on July 29, which was but a fsw days aftsr ir, airschmann hed
rseeived certaln assurances from tho Pulgarieas government through ﬂ\
by, Balsbpnoff reparding the trsatment of Jews, and thet whetever
amellorations wsrTs contempleted could not yst havs boen pub into
effoct, or thelr influsncse folt,5prior to the ceparturs of the

ehildren.




W onku RANDUNM

on the 40 Bulgerian Uhilldren

ﬁ0n July 30, 40 ohildren arrlved 1n Istenbul from Bulgarie
en rgute to Jalestine, +hey comprised 12 girls and 28 boys,
socorpanled by two sdult escorts, and wera batwoan the agss of
12 an¢ 17. <+these ohildrsn were part of a largep group of 100,
whose namas Lad bsen included on lists for emigratlion bto
alestine many months ago. “ome of the ohilcrsn have walted two
ysars for ths comzlletlon of thelr coouments for emlgration.

Incuiry ewrong the childran brought out this followlng matters
of interest. 1lrey have to be considered with some rsservs,
howevsr, consldsring th- flact tnat they came from chilldrsn who are
not neensserily wedl-informsd abont the coniitions of dews In
Bulgaria.

1. =itnin the post fow Cays, @ Colonel Ladjer, a Jewish
parsonality in Bulgaris, had been chosen by the governizent to
be president of a central suylgarian consistolrs, which hashas
been ordered to organize. Uolonel ~adjer ls said to have
excallent éovernmental contacts, anc was a parsonsl friend éf
$he two former Bulgerian kingse Trne central consistoire 1is now
in process of formation.

2., %hers saéms to be some feeling on the part of Bulgsrlen
Jewry that conditions for them will improve.r 1 di4 not secure
any specific indlcatlons that this 1is so, and upon further
gquestioning the childiren with whom 1 spoke said that this mey
be besed only upon the general hope thet anyrtims a chengs in
'Bulgar;an govornment takes places pressure upon Jewlsh people

will be relaxed.
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3. “migrution from bulgaria from tho techniszal viewpoint
is st1l1 diffioculty) baceuse of the gract number of coocuments which
Jewlsh peopls are requirsd to present »rior tc thelr departura,
andg the difficulties att ndant upon the obtention thersof,
Proribitions upon travel are an important contributing factor,
Acoording to the children, any Jew ecan emipgrate from Sulgarie,
providsd ke can get his documents in order. Up to the presoht
time, thnse mattsrs havsa been hendlsd by a Sulgarian attorney,
no:.:~Jawish, by tho neme of Sorls saposteolov.

4, “wo hundre’ Jewlsh ehll ren 1n Sulgaria havs thelr
documsntrtion for amigrstion to Pelestine In vearying stagos of
conplation, Accor-ing %o tha chlliren, all that 1s yel raquired is
eartein confirmatlons fros the Swiss Legation in <ofia (I supposs
this orobavly has to do with thes authentication of pessports
by the Lwis» bepgptlon in behalfl of ths Britisn tmbessy in Turkey
concarning which new affirmative Instructions have recettly been
despatchaed from Bern, according to mr, sarlas),

5s Accorsiing to thas chlldrsn, Lr, Apostolov askasd them to
acvise the Jewlur organizations in Istanbul thet the Turkish
eonsul in Lofis has been authorized to issue 20 Turkish transit
visas weekly instsac of nins, o lg now authorized to issue
them hi. self without referral to and euthorizetion from “nkars.
(The question nars 1s whethsr or not the chiliren were reporting
as accompllshec facts those things whieh had¢ besn under discussion
in Ankera, and which ﬁsy have come to the attentlion of veoplis in

Sofia,)

6s The childrsn advised me thet they ha? %o sscure individuslly

i~ '
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a lgree number of Jocumsnts, en  thst thers ned bsan no relaxa=-
tion of these rsquirrwments insofar as thsy were concerncd, even
thouglt they wsrs chlldren,

7. Accoriling to the enil-ren, there are no coneentratlion

cempg at the present tims in “ulgaria to wilch the Jews ars

bring sant. L gre was ona nasr Clavan, whsre 800 neols wers

haltt, but thsy havs basn liberetad. There are, howsvor, 1850
Jagle noeoal: j s camp who ara »darsnts orclose relatlives
of Jdawl -} . sn who Fad Jolns the Jartisans, Aponpg the 150 there
ars also o who st ona tire hed jolned the Partilssnc, but had
sine > reburned from the mountains, This camn 1s balng used as
on~ of gimilsy csros t. whleh relatives cof non-dewist dartisms
Lavs bean ssnt, llkers ts, than, only this segregstion of Jewish
pso=le frox non-Jdewist peonle for intsrnment purposss, anc it
hasmamthing to Ao with anti-Jewlish rapulstions,

In consld=ring whatsver restrictive mecsurss are outllnec
sbove, it must be recallad thet these children left tulgarlia
on July 29, which was but e few days after Mr. iirschmann had
rocelved certaln assurances from the Bulparlian government through
Ly, Balebenoff ragsrding the trastment of Jews, and thet whetever
smoliorations wars contomplatad could not yet have been put into
effsot, or thelr influence folt,-prior to the departurs of the

chlldren,
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that led %o thé receall of Dr Escobar. The issue ls thus Joined.
But it is obvious , in view of the form of our policy of nonreoc-

ognition or ucen 1its lntended purpose, that we connot stop there.
Aré we prepared to go further® There 1s no slgn in tho Hull state-
ment that we arc preparcd to do so. Yet the nearer the war in Fur-
ope ~pproaches its cnd, the greater the nccessity to taking action

%o prevent the perpetuation on the soll of this hemisphere of the
ind of 2 sysbtom we are fighting in Europe. There 1s a very real
danger that the first nazl regime to be established in tThe Americas
will also be the last refuge of the Germon militarists. This neither
e nor the other pro-allied republicsg of this hemigphere ocan permit. ¥

BALTIMORE SUN. July 27.

"o gstotenont on Argentina which was issued by the State
Department yesterday goes about as far as words can 20......The docu~
ment minces no vords. 1t sets forth in considerable detall the
atory of Argentinas noncooperation in hemlgphere defense, and of
Yer assistance, both active and passive, t0 the enemy. It rccommends
t13t tac policy of nonrecognition toward the Argoentine government
of prasident Farrell should continue., Thus Argentina stands in al-
1ost complote diplomatic iselation, the onc holdout in the patiently
constructed cdifice of hemisphere solidarity. She has persglsted in
followring a course which has impeded the war effort of the United
¥ations and affocts adversely the security of her sister republics.
For thls she “as been snubbed, and will continue to be snubbed, on
a grand scale. Now the questlon is, what will aArgentina 4o about
it? And if she doeg nothing, what will we do obout 1t} There arc
those who don't nind being shubbed. Doubtlessly 1% is disagrece-
able to the Argentinians. But will it persuade them to mend thelir
cays and return to the pananerican foldt This question is ralsed in
the hope that the State Departuent has already thought 1ts way tar-
ough to the next step.

lLength of gked:
1 hour 40 minubcs.

NOTZ (sevse.a=isg change in theme)
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* Prime Minister, today,
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G TN I r C \@
KA NORANDUM ; Omenjo .

July 27, 1944

At my regquest, lr. hslley visited >aracoglu, the Turkish

ané discussed with him the subject of

the Turkish authority to release the Bulgarian boats, the

S5 Vite an¢ 55 Pirin, now immobilized in Burgas. Saracoglu

agreed %o permif the boats to sall with refugees to lstanbul

and to be transported by Turkish railroad to Palestine under

similar conditions to those arranged for the refugees arriving

from Constanza.

sar:coglu, as reported by Kelley, sgreed wholeheartedly

to assist in parmitting refugees from Bulgaria to arrive by

828, but urged that s regular system of transport be established

in order to give the Turkish railroad system & sufficient

routine and advence notice consistently to assist in the

mechanism of these operations. He suggested that we concentrate

on the sea transport rather than the rail, in view of the

present congestion on the rail‘System. Saracoglu asserted

that he could not ascertain the reasons for the delay in the

embarkation of the small Turkish ships now in Constanza, as .

he stated that they had been requested to return to Istenbul

at once. It was his impression that some "technicalities”

relating to money pald to individuals:or oonqerned with those

who are to be transported are probably delaying the voyages.f

s Sarﬁcoglu further stated that, because of the torpedoing

of Turkish ghips in the Black Sea during the 1ast week,
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Turkisk Parlisment on sugust 2, to alr the circumstsnces
surroun ing the torvefoing, and to det rmine the policy of

tha Turiish covernment relating thereto., It was tharefore
consiiared desirsble thet ne further afforts on our part would
be mpede to »rass for the sallings of the Anadolu and the

55 Tari. ir, welley, however, will at the proper moment urge
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~ubleetb: cuthorization for vita ane irir to louv  uress,
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0 T LL AR SANT : July 26, 144 <., .

Subizet: L: ter rrom Balavanofi to 3imuend, Jduls 25,

)



duly <5, 1944
Eemorandum for Mr. Belley:

There are now tied up in the Bulgarian port of Burgas two Bulgarian ships,
the 5.8, Vita and the 8

refugees (or z00 passengers). These boats nave been immobilized due to the

S, Pirine, eaca cgpuble ot carrying approximstely 400

alleged inability of the Bulgarians vo securs asuthority from the Turkish
officials to relesse the boats for a rfurkish port. We mhould request of the
Turkish Foreign Office that instructions be sent Lo the Turkish Consul in Sofia
thet the boats may be released und the pussengers permivted to proceed through
Turkey to Palcstine in the same way in which passengers from Constansza to
Palestine srd permi.ted and assisted by the surks to enter turkey. The Bulgarian

officials in Sofis should be so informed.

I. &. Hirschmann

IAHsVH




July 25,1944

Gov zrnmant,

salabenorif (ro anti-Jewish
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;;/”frahblation of Draft I; copy and trans-

lation of Draft II: letter of Balabanoff
to Simond (See Balabanoff file). 3chedule

of alterations attachad.
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THE MINISTER OF BULGARIA
§ Daar Honsieur Simon,

In regsrd to the question you raived, relitive to a Turkish vessel whish 7
could go to ony Bulgariun port to embsrk Jowish children from'Rumgnia, and
poasibly aleo Jawi:h ohildren rrom Buisuris, [ sm able Lo communicate to yoﬁ
the followlings .

In principle, the Bulguricn Gorermment would have ne objection to this,

But for & settlement of this duestion I woudd sBuggest Lhet you address ihe
Bulgarian Ked Gross which, on ils #rt, will submlt the question to the Governmént
1 in order to obtain the latter's decision. v

I teke advantage of this OQJorbuanj to shire with you the impressione which
I bringbuck from my lest short viuit in BulL‘rxa.r

There 4s no doubt that the nuw Bulyaricu Goverament xegrots exceedingly
all the meapures which have besn taken regodrding Jews in _our countyy; and
that it does not in the leust gpprove Lhese m&uaures.z Thia,hovgrnmeqt intends
to mi.tigat«‘e'the sltustion of the Jews, - But, ler rensons thet wfll be r‘eguiiiy

ﬁnérstood, it could not proceed Lo snmil lmmedietely the lsw concerning the
Jews,” However, it is firmly deocided to evold all urbibr»ry agtion in the
appliéation of thia law, as well us ull restricuive meaaures not prcvided for

by the law. In the second Plice, the Aulparium Government hug decided to
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‘f;;0111£atﬁ th;:§migrﬂtion of Jews dgesiring o leave nheraounﬂfy, by reduoing,
for this purpose, the udministrative formelivias to a ;hfiét ninimum and by
remo#ing all obstacles. i

The Prosident of the Bulgarian Counell of Miniusvera ﬁag invited the Jewish'
Consistory in Bulgarie to coms to 8¢ uim «ud ne hes - hsd & long conversation
with 1tuﬁnenp§r5 concerning the situstion of ;hé Jews in ﬁh&rcountry. He hus
apoken to them of the steps which he intended o take to mit;gate their V
situapion &ndrto faoilitate the,dpp&rzure of invse who might desire to leave the-
country. At Sofia I was able Lo sucerisin “hal the mewbers of the Goneistory
came away from ihe oonversaticn, very well c.tloflea and plessed withrbheir
visit to the Bulgarien Prime #inlecter uo whow, I understand, they exprgsaed their
thonks and gratitude for his plans for the Juwg, '

In genoral, I comuider thut the 20lley of vhe new Bulgsrian Givernment
toward the Jews will be based on princl les of equity ond humani varienism,
Likewise, I do not exclude uhe possibilivy ol reaching graduslly and quickly -

o completely normal state ia uhe situstion o1 wne Jews in our country,

Please adeept, dear Monsieur Simoa, he wosulance of ny bsst,sentilenﬁs.

i

(cignod) BALABANOFF

]

7

fnkava, July 25, 1944

s




Cher Monsieur Simon, . CO,P]-["
Au sujet de la queétion soulevée par volla et relative & un
" bateau ture qui puisse aller prendre d'un port quelconque bulgare
des enfants de Juifé de Roumanie, eventuellement des enfants de
Juifs de Bulgarie, je suls en &tat de vous communiquer ce qui suit:
Par principgj le Gouvernement bulgare n'y aubait rieﬁ contre,
Mais, pour leuneglement ée cette question, Je vous aurais recommande
de vous adresser & la Croix Rouge bulgare, laquelle, de son cot§,
li"la soumettra aux fins d'une decision de la part du Gouvernement.
‘ Je profite, de la presents occasion pour pértager avec yous
les impressions que j'apporte de mon dernierrcourt séjour en Buigario.
Il n'¥ a aucun doute que le nouveau Gouvernement bulgare 7
regrette bién toutes les mesures qui avaient €t¢ prises & 1'endroit
des juifs chez nous et qu'il n'spprouve aucunements Ce Gouvernement
a 1l'intention d'alleger largement le regime des juifs. J'al méme
ltimpression que la Goﬁvernement a 1'1ntentién d'abroger B un moment
opportun les lois concernant les juifs, Toutefolis, dés.maintenant,
it est fermemont decidd d'ecarter tout afbitraire'dans l'apﬁlication
de ces lofs, de méme que toutes les measuresrrpstrictives non prevues
par elless En second lieu, le Gou#ernementbbﬁiggre a decidé—de
faciliter llemigration des julfs desireht quitter le pays, onm
redulsant, dans cette intention, au stricté minmum 13; formglité
et en ecartant tous obstacles. B
-Le President du conseil des MinisbreS'bulgare a invicé chez
'lui 1e consisto;re Julf de Bulgar}e et a eu un long entretien avec
ses membres au sujet de la situatipn des julfs dané le pays. ‘
I1 Jeur & parlé des mesures qu'il avait 1tintention de prendre pour
alleger leur situation ef pour faciliter 1'éhigration de ceux qui

1tauraient desirde.
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'A 8ofia, j'ai pu ufenquerir que les membres du consistolre
seraienﬁ tout 3 falt d'accord avec les intentions du President du
Conseil et seraient parfis tres satisf&ita et tres contents de
cette audiences Ils auraient expriﬁé’leurs remprciements et gra-
titude pour ses-dispositions.

En general,ije consldere que la politique du nouveau
gsuvernement bulgare & l'egard des juifs sera empreint§ dtun
sentiment d'€quité et d'humanité, Je n'exclus mme pas, comme Je
ltai deja dit, la possibilitd d'arriver procheinement 2 lﬁétat
completement normal dens la situation des juifs chez nous, =

'Veulllez agreer, cher Monsieur Simon, 1'assurance de mes 7

meilleurs sentiments.

Ankara, le 25 julllet 1944

(S) BALABANOFF




Dear Mr, Simon:

Regarding the subject mentioned by you relative to a Turkish

- boat which could 8o and get from & certain Bulgarien port Jewish

children from Rumania, and eventually Jewish children from Bulgaria,

I am now able to 1n.f‘orm Jou of the following:

- In prinoiple, the Bulgarian Government is not o ntrary to this,

But for t he settlement of this question I would refer you to the

Bﬁlgarian Red Oross which will subsequently submit the question

to the decision of the Government ,

I take this ocgasion to inform you of my impressions which I

' bring fram my last short visit to Bulgaria.

‘ There is no doubt whatever that the new Bulgarian Government
regrets the measures which were taken with regard to the Jews at .
home and does not approve oF them at all.k This Government intends
substantially to mitigate thé sltuation of the Jews, I even have
the impi-essibn that thé Government hes the intention to abrogste
‘at an opportune moment the laws concerning the Jewse However‘, at
the pywesent moment it 1s firmly decided to do away with- any

““arbitration in the application of these laws ag well as with all
restrictive measures not provided by such laws, —,Se;?;dhdly, ‘the .
Bulgarian Government has decided to facilitate the emigra:!tioh dﬂ
Jdews desiring t o leave the country, by reducing _i:o thé’ sérigt
minimum the usual formalities and by doing eway with all obstacles.

The President of the Bulgarian Council of Minlsters has invited

to his house the Jewish "oonsistoire" of Bulgaria and has had a
1ong interview with its members on the subject of the aituation of

the Jewa in the countrye He spoke t6 them of the measures which

he intended to take to improve their situation and to facilitate the

emigration of those who desired to emigrate.
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At Sofia, I was able to ascertain that the members of the
"consistoire" must have been in complete accord with the
intentlons of the President of the Council and must have left
very satisfled and pleased with this coﬁference. Théy must have
expressed thelr thanks and gratitude for his intentions,

“In genera1:?I ® nslder that the policy of the Hew Buigarian‘
Government with regard to the Jews will be of & sentiment of
jg%tice end humanity, I do not exalude from my opinioﬁ, as I
have already mentioned, the possibility of reaching soon a
completely normal state in the situation of the Jews at home,

Accept, dear Mr.,Simon, the assurance of my best sentiments,

(S) BALABANOFF

Ankara, July 25, 1944




_Paragraph 4 (orizinaiilettgr ofkbulz 25, 1944, addpesséd to
Simond by Balabanoff):

Y4 ¥'% Ce gouvernement a 1l'intention d'alleger la situation des
julfs, Mais, pour des raisons blen comprehansibles, 11 ne pourrait

immediate
pas proceder ¥ l'abrogation/de la lol concernant les Juifs."

"% % % This Governmeht intends to mitigate the situation of the

~Jewse But, for reasons that will be readily understood, it could

_not proceed to annul immediately the law concerning the Jows,"

'Paragraph 4 (revised letter of July 25, 1944, addressed to
Simond by Balsbanoff): '

‘"* % # Co Gouvernement a l'intention d'alleger largement le regime
des julfse J'al memer;'iﬁpression que la Gouvernement & l'intention
dtabroger ® un moment opportun les lois concernant les juifs."

"z % # This Government intends substantially to mitigate the situation
of the Jews. I even have the impression that the Govermment has

the intention to abrogate at an opportune moment the laws concern-
ing the Jews." _ V

Paragraph 5 (original letter)

"y % % A Sofia, j'ai pu m'enquerir que les membres du Consistoifeb
seraient partis trds satisfaits et trds contents déicetté audience -
etc." ‘

"% % %At Sofim I was able to és@ertain that the memﬁebs of the Con~-
sistory came away from the conversation very well satisfied and
pleased ete,"

Paragraph 5 ({evised latter)

R # ® A Sofi#, j'ai pu mtenquerir que les membres du consistoire
seraient tout 2 faeilt dlaccord -avec les inﬁentions du.President du
Conseil et seraient partis tres satisfaits et tréb,eontgnts T
"y % # At Sofia I was sble to ascertain that the ConéistofyvmustA
have been in complete accord wiph the intentions of'the President. o
of the Council -and must haverléft very satisfiedranﬂ'pleased;,etc;"

S
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sentence, body of orlginal letter of July 25
"% % # Jo n'exclus de mlme pas la possibilitérd'arriver graduellement

et promptement 3 1'état completement normal étc."

"I do not exclude the possibility of reaching gradually and quickly

a completely normel state etc,"
Last sentence, body of revised ;etter of July 26
%* Jo n'exclus méme pas, comme je ltal d§J& dit, la possibilitd

L
d'arriver prochainement ¥ l'état completement normal ete,

REH # % Ido not exclude, as I have already said, the possibility of

reaching soon & ® mpletely normal sbate etcs,"




TELAGRAR S#NT - July 24, 1944

From Barlds to Kubowitzki

vubject: revortations frow Bulgaria.




KEMO OF THLEGRAM & ™NT July 21, 1944

“RB e T
Subject: Promising develooments in refugee movement from
Buk aria to Istanbul. Interview with: Balabanoff,

Vita and Pirin,
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DELEGATION DU COMITE INTERNATIONAL
DE LA CROIX ROUGE EN TURQUIE

-l 2 kY
et /&J&‘ﬂéﬁ,

lélppelcr dans la réponse:

Ankara, le....21. . julllel. Lidd

DLl 1000

irtz, Jo viens de tdldnioner

iifier mon sccord gu

soilicite avee' le lirnistre ce Lulrarie,

Je noofite du dérart de M. Barlas pour lui remettre
ce reiit mot nui vous conlirme mon acceptation. '

;oD ne 1 s assez inslister -encore, mon cler 5
Jacuinet, <lusor de toubt votre tact et d¢iserdtion & 1’occasion
. e cette riunion, Lisn entendu, elle devra se passer dans

les nemes conditlons que celle quc vous aurez oue avecss.D.
T . . . : . . B RN
le Cretzlianu. Celte entrevue devra avoir lieu dans vos
Tasnartonents., ) S

Lo P 4 :
wnt vle votre nrifciews cohcours, et

Merel vi

croyez-m0i, mon cher Jacuiret, vetre Lien cordialatent ddvoud
: 1o

Aoeu

0 Conité International
iz-Rouge en Turquie

P:S. Veuillez donner 3 ce mot. le meme sort.qu’}
A e —— = PR b :
lettre. o

o

ma" précéden
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July 21, 1944

Memorandum -of conversation held at 12:15 P.M.,”

July 21, 1944, with Dr, Blaock.

Purguant to my previous conversation with Dr,Black and- the
memorandum dated July 13, 1944 which ‘I handed to him covering the
background of the successful llailson between Cretzlanu for the

Rumanian Goverﬁheﬁg and myself, and the request for similar‘/
assistance of the Bulgarian Government for the release of Jewish
Fefugees, Dr. Black visited me and reported as follows:

1; He had reason to know that I would be given févorable news
through Balabanoff, the Bulgarian Minister, when I meet

him within the next few days; ' '

That Be. has made the request to see mej;

That in his recent visit to Sofia he was informed of a

reversal of the policy of the Bulgarian Government with

regard to minorities and Jews and that he wogld seek every -
possible means of winning our goodwill through efforts
connected with the release of‘refugees.

I was informed that the head of the ﬁblice in Bulgaria

issued a statement (not public) in which he stated that the .

Government will facilitéte ali\police permits nécessary for te

release of refugees, : I
In the lastter connection it is important to remember that
vhile the'Bulgarian Goverrment may approve the release of refugeesr
from Bulgaria, enormous complexities of a technical‘ngtufe will
interferes -Six different types of!permits are required}before‘a‘

person may 1eéve the dounﬁry. Q?hey are tax, military,f&@s§,'%j<\




In normal times'these P rmits were available at Government head-
quarters which were centered in Sofia, Since the severe bombing

of Sofia the Government offices have been moved to various cities
and it is necessary for a citizen to travel considerably to

secure the certificates, In addition, many of the forms have been
lost in the bombing and the moving., There will be much obstruction
and delay in any authorization for citizens to leave the country,
In addition, transportation facilities are strained to therutmost,

, 8lso due to the bombing, and 1t will be & difficult matter for 
evacuees to reach Burgas, the one possible port of debarcation,

Tre best possible solution is for children to be given priority
and placed on the boats and trains, They will not require certifi-
cates of Pelegase, It is possible in this connection that parents
may not be willing to separate themselves frqm the children,
especially since the announcement has been ma&e that no further
persenal or physical persecutions will take place in Bulgeria. 7
There are, however, hundreds of ahildren who are witheut parents
or homes who should be corraled and sent—by:heat}and raii,to

Istanbul and Palestine,

In my proposed conversation with B, I am to fequest of‘him
: ST

that:

1.  He should give me in writing a statement of the p esent
“attitude of the Bulgarian QOvernment on the question of
minorities and Jews; A e
Information concerning Draganoff's recent meeting with the

Jewish authorities and his statement.,
My understanding is that they are to be treated
. like all Bulgarian citizens within the framework
of the Bulgarian law which still contains the two

anti-Jewish laws which.are severe and which reduce




“Be

3+ He will state the position of the Bulgarian Government
regarding its wlllingness to permit Jewish refugees to

leave the country.
I- will request of B, that- he authorize me to send a

specific telegram with his own quotation on the above suggestions,

and” also inform him of my intention to utilize this for good~
dr ) will for the present Bulgarian Government in our own Government

and for publicity to our people in the United States,

V I will also ask B, if there will be any tobacco aveilable

for American buyers when the war is coneluded, and possibly at

this time,

Arrangements should be made for me to see B, during Simond's

g absehce in Switzerland,







BULGARIA: Political
Treatment of Jews
B-3 :

20 July 44

Sub-source heard from a high official in Burgas that
the Jews can expect a "favorable change" in their situztion in
August.,

In 2n sddress to an economic conference in Burgas,
Hristo Vasilev, Minister of Commerce, declared thet the elimination
of the Jews from the economic life of the country was to a large
extent responsible for the "catastrophic” position of Bulgerian ec-
onomy. This statement got by the censors and was printed in a Bur-
gas parer reed by sub-source,

Sub-source states, nevertheless, thet the economitc
situation of the Jews is es bad &s it has.ever bren. Food rations,
in some instances, are lower than for the gvpsies. ' The newly ap-
pointed chief of the Jewish Commissariat, said to be Bogomil Protich,
is alleged by sub-source and other Jews who have had dealings with
him to-be much more strongly anti-Semitic than Stémanyakov, the re~

tiring chief,

Sub-source heard from official mentioned in paragraph 1
that due to the fact that Bulgarians no longer volunteer” for work in
Cermany, Berlin has asked thet Bulgérian Jews be provided for forced
labor. The Bagryanov government was said to have refused the reauest.
All restrictions on Jews are still in force.
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July 1k, 194k

KOTES Ol BULGARIA

Bagryanov,the new Prime linister is essentially.g€ an

arriculturist -ugs of wealth connected with iline

Yihen the previous Rulrarian Governsent cot into

there was trouble; in-forrmine a

new rovernment.

Boris!' é&ué?f'
difficulties

Tinally Ree-

rianoff was bréuéht in to form what mirht be called a Coverm

mqgt of lk.tional Preservation., They know that Pulgaria bound.

. to Termany will lose. ..t the sanie time, they rewusin iuside
v R & ? D4

the Axis rim. Thelir pnolicy is to save Bulparia from comolete

collapse and destitution.

It is si-nificunt that in the first staztement made by

Ragryanov &fter formin~ the covernnent no reference was nmede

to i.itler. e sounded a note: "Bulraria's fste is now in

rulouriats hands". It is to be ermphasized that the cavpital

of =kl=er

a, oofia, 1s aliiost completely destrored: ‘hile

tiie head of the government is still in wofie ihe denurtrents

of the sovernrent are scattered throughout the country. The

institutions, schools, the rersular life of RBulsaria has ceased.

e

There has been no bombings sirce Larch 30-snd it*isifeltfk

by some here that the bombing of uofi? was a mistake.  Zcono-

‘micully Pulssria is supported by the Perink Coal "ines wiyich

these mines all industry wonld
Z1lies to boib and destroy all

of the nation. They were never

~ade a terrible:impression on the people-

tion not in our faver. .t the

_is the great center of fuel production in Bulsaria. iithout

cease. Lveryrone expected the

the mines, the nerve center

touched., The bonbing .of Sofia

and created a situa-

sarte time the bombing.did

succeed in deteriorstings tHe economic position of nulsaria.




It is of course, known that Gernany bays—only in (oods and
owes Pulgaris L0 nillion Levas, The total expenditure of
he Bplgﬂrian moverncent for one vear is 35 1nillion Levas,
I,Dulrnria knowus™ this debt can nev r be paid;' In the mean--
while business hos rrownrworse ~nd vorse, The country sup-’
norts a larce army: its farn nnimals llave heen creatly re-
duced; the hirh srice of wsat has led to their slaushter;
there is a serious shorts~e of draft animals,

;oliticafly it is uniucstionably truerttét this new
~overn:.ent Lud to be one thwet the Gernans wolld annrove and.
all the nerbers are sro-Terian for the srimary policy of
Pulgarian politics was to ~uin wcedonia and en outlet to -
the ..efe.n s&d.

“hat we can learn of ulraria from herernowris not
too scccurahte for we have only little windows into that

country. ¢ do cnow thst Bulrarian leaders liad serious

conferences with the iussian Lecetion some mon
thot the nrchbislhiop in sofia is an important figure- andf
is active; ihut Russic is carr&inﬁ on @ closéfrelation;
skiop with the Bul-arlans nhicﬁ is ihdicnted-byrthqjeasing
of f of Russian pressure 2ll of which ssons to iwdicéte

t this repime looks favorzble o the Russidan eyes.

“ventually Pulsoris end jRussiz will have to come Lo

an-understanding. The nglizans as a whole form as strate-

ric 4 position for the Russizns as the Caribean-does for
us., e can not assume that Russia will vermit the Talkans
to bresk-un. Tulraric bein~ a Black Lea state must hinge

its fate on Russia,




-3

the vresent Pulsarisn rulers are

Telp Talsouria secure en oublet to '

[02]
9}
e

tuation the nresent roverament

iIs nosition, Fut there is reuson to be-

rust ke fcund,

of -usstioning wiich results in the disclosure of viluable

of Rul-aria,.

ié ivind and

et cetera.
stions who ! interrorated

these few refusees at pubiic statibus have been very unuise

sne¢ially in view of the fact tiat there are. Ge

an agents

The wey is surrested now Tor the oresent Bulgariah

win sone rieasure of #good will froni-the Allies
N /

in a reruler woy the release of refusees by

boat and rail from ulpgaria.

3ee attached menorzndum to Dr. TRlack.

i

I.4. Hirschmann
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T . Tuly 13,7 1944

bubjaet: Lilspal admission inte iurkey of oirsons frowm Bulgaria.
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From I. A,,Hirschmahn to War Refugee Board

!
i
[

Reference is made to your No. in which

you request information dealing with reports that the'

T Turkish Consul in Sofia is charging T.L. 1,000 for a
Vsinggg visa. I am informed here that 1if the foregoing
is true the above mentioned fiyure is in the category

of unofficisl compensatlon and is conseguently not a

Fe

fee the reduction of which can be requested trrough
official Turkish channels, Obviously, in the

circumstances thers is no way of determining any

fixed figure.

NERL IO SOOI S S




July 1, 1944

COPy - OF T il G-

WilB 69
‘Subisct: Crossing ol turkish bordsr by Bulgarlan reiugiss witiout

5 visas.




Lend Traffic from Bulesrias to Turkey

I nentioned to ;-ou the nossibility of indueing the Turkish

Governvent $o zllow refugees arriving by lard Irom Bul

rla without

Puririgh trensit visas to mass throush Turkey to Palestine, in the same

Wwey =s refuvgess zrriving without nepers on the Hilke, ete, I réslize

the difficuliy of obtaining Turkish awsrovel of tHisg . orososal but

iy

t0

thinkc it shouvld be tricd., Ve have 21 sugiested the ldes

Steinnardt in Fo, 499 of June 2, (WRB Cable to Ankara Yo.-49), -The

+ wind of traffic




-EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF YHE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

 June 1, 1944

Dear Mr, Seckel:

As you know, Mr. Ira Hirschmann, Special
Representative of the War Refugee Board at: the
American Embassy at Ankara, 1s about to return
to hls post. .

You have suggested that Mr. leschmann night
reeeive substantial assletance: .iln his efforts to
save the lives of vlotims of enemy persecution
" Af he were to secure the ‘cooperation:of Turkish
governmental agencles who have trade. relationships
with: Amerlcan tobacco concerns. -In. view of your -
extensive experience in Turkey and 1n the tobecco .

busliness, we cannot take your: suggestion 11ght1y;i"

For this reason, we would appreciate it very: mueh
1f- you would undertake to arrange ‘to secure for.

. ®p, Hirgchmann several letteérs of 1ntroduction

from American tobacco companies, signed.by : )
_- . appropriate persons, addressed .to such ageneies.:
2:1n Turkey, and requesting’that they extend alll;
possible aasietance to Mr.. Hirschmann. L .

Véry truly yours, :

(signed) TV, Pehle

Exeoutive Direcfor ;.‘~?>ﬁ

Mr. F. W. Seckel-
T 40 Central Park South
5':New York Gity :




M E_MORAN'UUI\L

Tloyd H. Black.
ilH Burton Y. Berry.

|ubject: A Speculation about Bulgaria,

_Siﬁéefgne founding of the present Bulgarian Kingdon

“in 1878-79, Bulgaria has -always been to a lerge extent

an isolationist country unwilling either toAsnbordinate
herself to, or collaborate closely with her neighbor or »
any great pgwer. There are two reasons for tnis: the .
first is the independent and stubborn;character of ‘the
Bulgarian peonle, 8 characteristic which makes it d4if-
~ficult for Bulgarians to collaborate elosely with others
or to compromise, and second, the faet that Buigaria from
the beginning has had one greet primary'oojeetive in _
foreign policy, namely, thezunificetion of all Bulgéri&ns*
under one flng. They can nof“collenorate oloselv with;;
any ‘nation that does not. recognize thls policy. The;

second of these factors wes forced uoon Bulparia by the

substltutlon of .the mreaty of Berlin (Jul, 1878) for the
Treaty of San Stefano (Narch 3, 1878) Although the _
"boundaries a351gned Bulgaria in the Treety of San Sfefanoi
,Vwere considerably inflated, due in part.to the 1ack of
;comolete statlstical knowledge: of the Dooulation and in :
4part to the desire of Tsarist Russia, for purnoses of her
'own, to establlsh a: 1arge Bulgaria, . yet from -the- ethno- -
graphical point of view these boundaries were not far 7

'wrong at- that time.

mhus at the very. beginning of its histo,y the Whird

: FrlBulgarlan Kingdom—was presented—witn~a problem.ofvfore;gn,

e
TR




policy which received the support of-all classes'of the

~population, a policy which to a Bulgarian has always

,?seemed,altogether Just and desirable of attainment.

fver since that date all Bulgarian goverdments have
followed this policy in foreign affairs, It was alweys
in the background in Bulgaria's negotiations and relations

,either with her neighbors or with the Great Powers, - This

‘has given a unity and continuity to Bulgarian foreign

policy which .few nations have been so fortuneteras to
have. Disagreements in foreign policy here1centered in
the methods of echieving this desirable and rather than
in the end itself, )

T™he great political struggles which heve occurred 7
in Bulgaria have been over internal probleme, as in the
conflict hetween the peasant ponulation and the'town
population, a conflict which has man&'ramifieatlons in- o
Bulgarian history, or in the conflidtﬁbetween the so-
called conservative and liberal eleﬁenteiinfpolitleél{g,:~"
philosonhy. 7 » : '

We have then in Bulgarian hletory the phenomenon

'fiof a- foreign policy which tended to draw the whole nation

K together, unifying public Opinion on one great aim, and

at the same time internal political end economic problemsJ
il

which caused greet controversies tending at tlmes to -the -

verge of armed conflict. :
o : . S
This same general situation prevails today.»'No

Bulgarian questlons the desirability of unifying all

Bulgarian-speaking people under one llag, although meny

’:QMeetIon R




question the methods of attaining udifioationvpursued'by -
© the present régime, Few Bulgarians would willingly give

_up all the territories now annexed. Af{the gsame time a

‘great internal conflict is going on which -is prihari;y
eeonomic.ﬁde;e—sﬁruggle is revresented by ‘the communists
and by the ‘agrarians who desire and resort. to bolitical
means to bring about the desired change. ;The firencial
dnd governing classes on the whole desire‘ﬁo maintaln the
present political system, while at the same time making.
as many concessions as possible to the'agricuituralrand'
working classes in the way of reforms, ihcreased wages,

- social insurance end other means, which, it ie,hoped, will
so much improve the economic conditions of the working classes
generally as to appease them, thus preventing a radical
political upheaval. o

In view of this generalrsituationy sorbriefly and -
inadeqﬁately stated, is it possible to make any prediction
about the course of political- events in Bulgaria under the: -~
changing ceircumstances of a rapidly developing mllitarynl_ﬂ

.situation° On this point no one can do anything but

"specu;ete because,nobody knows - or cau_know how events :

‘will develop, but ode can not avotd'conjdring up-various
‘possibilities. One of these possibilities is stated be-

 low; i ' 77‘ o o 4

Jhen the Bulgarian revolutionary movement was: devel-
»goping in the period between 1835 and 1876 Bulgarians,f
‘,Aturned more and more to Russia, A great many Bulgarians,f

,including a number of the prin01pal 1eaders of the Bul-{ﬂ

:;garian revolutlonary movement, studied in Russia. Bul--—f

.‘g&riﬂ»Was*bound,tQ,Russ¥a,b¥,tieS'Ofdlanguage;freligion;,:




. cuetomsland by a common volitical intereet —”the!struggle

against Turkey, These facts, however, did~uot:meke5the'
~Bulgarian revolutionary leaders pro—Russiau to the‘ektent
that chey desired to make Bulgeria—an appendage'ofARuesia
or_des;}ed that Bulgaria should be governed or controlled
by Ruseia. They were glad to accept Russien military aid,
andrwere grateful for it, but they did rnot went'Russia or
the Russians to stay in Bulgaria, They Wented to govern
their own .liberated country, and so proceeded very soon,
after the liueration to eliminate Russian politlcallcon-i
trol while maintaining Russian cultural influence, which
was inevitable. Thus the fears of the Great Powers, parti-
cularly ®ngland, which led to the;tearlng up of the Treety'
of-San Stefano and the substitution therefor of the Treaty
of Berlin, were eroved ground less,  Bulgaria did not intend
to be a mere Russian outpose in the ﬁalkaus; mhi’e’Was in

conformltv with Bulgarian cheracter as much as - it was 1n

19

conformitv with qulearian national 1ntereets.

A somewhat similar 31tuationrexists~todav., Eulparia

"is:still attempting to achieve the old nationa% 1dea1 of

. unificetlon although the problem is much more difflcult

.now than it was 1in 1878, because of ethnogranhical end
‘vpolitical changes which heve occurred in the Balkans since
that date.. In 19hl Bulgarla Joined the Axis not: because
“she loved the Axis or loved the Germans o"the Italians, 7
:'or h&d anything particuler in common ° with them except trade,

- but primarily because she believed that: in thls way the old

:;3policy of unirication oould be—finally achieved._ It was a

rlsk and a gamble, ‘but the leaders took it and in l9hl they




" hed the whole-hearted and unanimous subport of pubiicTi

: oninion; How the 'success of this poliev is. jeoparﬁiZed;j
A 1arge ‘proportion of the ponnlation has come to believe

that the governments of 1“1lov and Bozhilov nave 1ed the

country to the brink of catastrophe, but this doés not mean

'that the overwhelming ma jority of the people do not believe

in and desire the comoletion of -unification,
Under these circumstances, and-in niewbof the faoti

that German power is raoidly decreasing, while ﬁne power

of Soviet Russia is as rapldly increesing, itvcan be Onlyulr
Vnatural that- Bulgarians will again look toward Russia as

once more a possible’source of assistancerin achieving
national unification, Bulgaria is not at war with Russia,
although many of the acts of the Bulgarianfgovefnment have-
worked military harm to Russia, as has the granting of bases
to the Germans, on Bulgaria 8 Blaek ea coast, especiail&rat
Varna. Bulgaria's ald to Germany in the fornm. of food supplies
and raw materials of many kinds has also helped Germany carryrj-
on her war against Russia. Large numbers of German wounded vi
have been brought from the Russian front for treatment in fv
'Bulgaria. But the Soviet Governﬁ?ﬁi could square all these
acts by eliminabing the Bulgarian governing régime which is
responsible for them without being offended by the conduct

of the Bulgarian people as a whole, who have steadfastedly
',refused to ‘take an active part in Germany’s war against
'Russia.‘ ' ' ‘

AT Bulﬂarians know thaf their country has no hope

'iof realizing its. unification through any kind of negotiations'f




with—the'Anglo-Americans, because the latter are connitted
to the gupport ovareece and Yugoslavia. While tnis:suuport
“does not. involve the extensibn of theffrontiers ofrﬂreeee
and Yugoslavia at Bulgaria'srexpense,-it probably wouln
Hence Bulg&ria has nothing to hope for in this resnect

from the Anglo-Americans, Thus the waning‘of German power
~and the ‘hostility of the Anglo-Americans force Bulgaria to
look to %ov1et Russia for some kind of aﬂsitance ‘just as she
did at the time of her struggle for liberation.

The Soviet negotiations with Finland are very en-
courAging to Bulgarians, for the,latfer reason thap if
Soviet Russia is thus generous with regard to Finland;

a nation at war with the Soviets, there,ié no:reason to
suppose that Moscow would not be equally generous wi'th
regard to a settlement in the Balkans. A stron?land

friendly Rulvaria may be just as useful to Soviet. Russia

as a strong and friendly Bulgaria has expected to ve us e-

ful %o Tsarist Rus31a in 1878, If Bulgarians believe that
they can win the support of Sov1et Ru551a 1n helping them
- achieve at least & considerable part of their policy of
'unificatlon, they are likely to turn to- Russia when - the
time comes. - Tt now appears that’ at some  date- in the near

future the Sov1et armies will reach the frontiers of Rumania.'

’ dlth sufficient encouragement from Moscow, the Bulgarians

,will be strongly moved to throw in: their lot with Ru831a in
return for. Russian aid look ing toward the fulfilment, of ; . |

their tradltional policy of unificatlon._ In—such-casejghe

* internal




IR

internal situation in Bulgaria and fhé.pbiifiqai,ieadérship

could doudbtless be quicklyadjusted to meet'the neerequife—
menté. »

" PHB:sa

March 11, 194k.
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February 25, 19{.1;.

* 1. 5S BFLLA CITA

In June“i943 the Turks told Yr. Darlas that they would |

provide visas for 75 ohildren every ten 'daya to be'fdividéd,
among three countries: (a) Bulgaria, (b) Hu}nania, and (o)
Uuhgnry. It was first suggested that the 5,000 ohildxfen, 7
from which are to be drawn 2,000 from Bulgaria, 2,000'from'7
Runania, and 1,000 from Hungary, be permitted ‘to enter, but

concentrate on one country at a time., This was laber changed.

“Late in S;ptamb'er or Ogtobar the pf'pppgitioﬁ of : éonding
150 children on the 5 BELLA CITA, under ‘the fhﬁigaﬁan flag,
was prcsented to thc Turkish Govornmant which agroad to‘give s
them special permiseion to come bJ 8€8. The instmetionu to:'
thoir consule was t0. -permit the group of 150 to oome without -
epproving any individual nemes here alt.hough apaciﬁc hames -
e of the evacuees would be provided at- Buchareat. Pue to -
difficulties in securing safe oonduot and other reaaona for delay“ :
'V‘t.he boat could not depart.. The - pm was then ohanged. The o

'International Red Cross aaked to- t,ransfer thia permiaaion from




seu to lend transport. On the 19th of Dacambar the Rumunian
Rod Crosa eublod that the Rumunian Govermment approved L
weekly evaguution of 130 ohildren plus £0 udnlts. dome time

‘' {n Junuury Mr. I\olb the Rumaniun répresentitive of tha

. International Red Cross, informed Mr, &imond, Intornqtioml :

: Red Groso mpreeen£abive in ankers, that these ohildrén and

adults would g0 by lund und that the Bulgarian Govermnre"x‘m'

. would permit this, Turkish visus were needed. The Turkish
¥inistry in Buoharest refused to shift the approval of thege
psople from ship to land transport, ,awuitmgruutp-dr!'.‘:ziutién
from Ankera, Kemal Aziz Payman, Director 'Geno’rénl of the

i Departmant of Lonsular 4tfair5 Ministry ror l"oreign Affuirs
has baen approuched on this soveral: timea 1!1 the lnst u:lx
weaka and atates tlmt he 13 reudy to nend t.hs upprovul o i

~ awaiting u lebber from Mr. Maby of tho British Embaasy. 1{ o

7 It. soems. that Kemul’ nz:l.z has ugked tha British ror ;1 3eneral} =

covarim letter atating that all immigranta for Palostine
'-.will -be: grunted visas within 24 houra, g0 .t hoy Ly proceed

'vrrom Istanbul to Palestine.




on .Tauuury 20th 1 oullad upon Mr, Maby at the British
Embassy to discuss the motter of cooperution between the

& . representutives of our two governmonbs in oxpoditing the
routine for the evacuution ox"refugooa. In « previous .
memrmdum I noted thut. no’ rofug;eas hi.d entered Iut.anbul
1n the lust t.wo woeks, (Since then 20 peopla arrived in i
Istanbul). I told him thut in my preaonoe Hr. Burlus hud
called Kemul Aziz and &sked him why the visas for the 150
ehildren from Rumenia were being held up .on his desk. He
stated that he wus walting for o blqther‘ from the knglish
whidh would authorize tl}a issuing oi." vigag to Palesti;le
within 24 hours of errival An_Istanbul, I reported this

faot to br. Maby who sba\;e 3 shat he had seen K. A, only £

48 hours age to disouea the rerons for the deluy of tho
generul v!.ems and no reference was made to o 1etter.‘ Mr. -
Vuaby suggested t.hat. I go to see K. A. _but I oontended that_:
An view of ths faof. that 1t was @ rma\ttar diraotly between
the Lnglish and the Turkish uahhoritiab thut I could do
1ittle or no good us’an mtarmediury ut 'ohiu noint.. .He

agreed to either call or sea Ko ae-0n. aaturday mornins;.

Today (daturday) Mr.. liuby telephoned to K.' A. und re-~

porbod to me thoraufter by phone bha following: that. the

' 'delay vas. ot ,oausea by the abaenoe o:t‘ =y letter but by the'

- new order whioh requirad, from Ankara for. the,

~entry oi‘ any foreignera !.nto Istunbul; bhﬁt th:s had now
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been cloard und that from this polnt on the Tofugée treffic
would be om;ed up sutisfuctorily. K. a. slso stuted thut

he had ménugod to looute a previcus letter -duted Japuury 29,
1944 from the English giving the 24-hour guarantes.. Ahir. M'uby
had said thut he had reaéon to believe thutvrthe traffic now
would begin to flow. I asked him 1f he would: have oooasion '
to call duxing the “;eek and check up on 1t and to cdl) 'me in )
istanbul Af there was uny further deluy. Mr. kaby stuted

that Mr. Barlas was in the Foreign Offioerac the time of

his oall and that the coordinution seemed oomplate;

Mr, Barlus viaited no subsequently and gave me phe
folluwiﬁg informatfons (1) In his talk with K, a, that
he hud ferreted out the letter of Junuury 29: 1944 from tﬁe
anglish uuthorizing the granting- of the v:leuu within 24

hours ‘of the 5,000 children - (u) the lam 1noludad the

: fact. Shat the reprasenbative of the Jewiuh ugenoy would ba

reaponsible for the maintenunoe snd. fures of. the 5 000

o children ‘during thoir abuy in Turkey, und. (b) bkmb the
ohilﬂren viill enter Turkey in groups of 70 overy 10 duys~
(2) )dx'. Burlug susgeﬁted thet this covormy lether whioh

raferred only to the. 5,000 ohildren should rsfex' ag wall

tao. ény Jowish 'refusaea arriving m-Turkey. K. ;\. agreeﬁ to
this, accordin(, to Kr. Barlas; (3) K. A ugx-eed that tele-
: vgraphic 1nstruebions would be given: to his ] aga :

groups of .

- ,,',Buchareut to 1ssue visus for 150 ohildren 1n 'bw

%6 eaoh-— (4) x. A alao 1nfomed Mr. Burlaa enat. refugees
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wauiq be oxemptgd'frpm the new order raquiring'authorizﬁxt;on"'~

 Prom Ankera for xhé'ehtry of -miye. forelgners.

I have reason to bolieve that this bottlemsok ia now
on the wuy "of being broken. — anything can huppen., I huve
r_aviewed this matter with Mr. Packer umd he wili have this
memorundums In the event that it booomes choked during'@
absonce it mey bé well to have a telephone onll or a v;sit— .
" t0 K. 4. to clear up any further delay ol minunderst;a'n’ding. =
Onoce this flow of tyaffic begine I have every rerqe'on'tbvbe—
lleve that it will be. a fairly continuous stream pl‘évided,

of course, nothing rudiocul or unforoseen develops in this '

situation.’ ’




~ Regarding the BELLA CXTA, this is now being delaye’d‘

through 186k of safs conduot approval. Through Mr, Slmona,
the English have asked help rrom the Russians for appx-oval
¥ and have cabled again after a two weeka' lull preoeding
their firet oable, according to theh' statement. 7

II, HOUNOARY

The aituauon in Hungary is painted as ralatively saeis-
factory. 'me fact is that 10,000 to 12,000-refugees - fron :
other countries are hiding in this country end living a: day
t0:-day miaseradble enatenoe under pseudonyma, ots., whioh
deprives them of their bread cards and thus thay are barely
able to exist, ‘mey aleo face the. daily posaibinty of
'betng chased out of the sountry if the mintary or ponticel
situation should change. '.l‘hen is no difﬂculty in securlng‘

oxi.t viaaa out of, Hungary, but it must be remsmbered t t
they muat have entranoe vigas to Rumania, then- exit vuae ;
trom Rmnie to Bulgaria. and thon entrange visas into Bulgarla ‘
and then axit vuns from Bulgaria only when visas to ’mrkey -

‘or eluwhere are providod. .
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MEMORANDUM

conbi b ation of the Jews in
Bulgarla andyon thelr emlgratlon.'

i ~ Sitvation,

O ]

m&@.s_-
According to unofficial statistics approx, 40 000 to

4% 000 Jews are living now in Bulgaria, The largest Jewish
agglomeration was in Sofia, with approx. 25 000 persons. MNow
there are dnly about 500 Jews living there, (converted .Jews not
to be includeéd in this number), The Jews of this city weére dis-
persed in the provincial towns (Rousse, Pleven, Vidin, Kustendil,
Pazarjik, Shoumen, Haskovo, etc, ) so -that the" population -Gf .
these cities amounts to 2 00C - 4 000 persons,. There are also

. some other small comrunities, The largest agglomeration is now

. in Plovdiv (approx.8 -000).

-Juridical situation:

The Orrice (Commissariat) of JGWluh Affalzs has un~
limited powers towards the Jews,
Jews are exclud=d from all professions or any ‘economical activity,
this with the exception. of an 'insignificant percentage only.
Those who can work are: The manual labourers, .the pedlars and
the artisans who had alrealdy been doing this before 1940.
In fact different other limitations: reduoe a lot the number of
Jews whoscan earn their living, @
The bu11&1ngs are taken by the State and all the'r“
blocked in the Banks, - : !
Jews can only travel with a speclal perm1851on of the Offlce of
Jewish Affairs, It takes a long time to obtain same which i® ;
also rarely granted, They do not have:the right to use ‘the .
telephone ‘and to cfoss the principal:streets, Since lately
they are allowed to leave their house for: only'Q hour’s during
the day and uhls sapplies only to the head of tne famllJ.

'Jconomlcal situation:
SR Theoretically the rich receive, with the opeC]il per~
Cmission of the Office of Jewish Affairs ( permission which must
Dbe requested and vwhich ig granted separately -for each’ month) ;
a-sun deducted from their blocked .accounts-for. their living,
- Even in the .best cases this sum does not: exceed 6 000. Levas,
* . dum-which is 1ot even sufficient fox a family of the middle
©elass s and it also happens that “the permission is given with a
délay of ‘3-4 months, Besides,the:1ich -also have t0 face money-
..éxtortions. on-part of the Bulgarian Authorities,: :In fact they
- 1livé on-their hidden money, - on sales ofjewels; etcy
.-The poor could work for their living but:the supplementary
limitations deprive “them of this possibility. L
The.middle class 1ives by selling furniture ‘and they: have reached
< the end,” Soon it will mean black misery for them,. - -
“iPhe -Jewish Communities - keep up:popula¥: kit hens with the money
seht by -the Officée .0f Jewish Affalls, butb; .Same’-refuses any
VF ’}harlty'works or-social’ help and consequently
‘without  clothes; heati et




The Jewish Communities and the Central Consistory (central
representationk

In fact the Central Comsistory does not exist ony
more singe the evacuation of the Jews from Sofia,
A delegate of the Cffice of Jewish Affairs is at the heaad of
each community and has unlimited nowers, The buildings and the
incomes of the communities are transfered to a central fund,
vihich provides to the needs of kach comunity according to a
budget which is appgroved by the Commissionner of Jewish Affairs,
In Tact he only approves a miniwal budget which sometimzc is
lower than t. e incomes of the comwunity,

iloral situation:
here is

general panic btcecause of:

a) the uncertainty concerning the final aim of the
anti~Jewish policy of the Govermment, Last year Jews were on
the point of being sent to Poland { the revocation of this
decision is generally attributed to the intervention of the
Church) and now they live in a constant fear that this might
happen again,

b) The means of living are exhausted,

IT -~ Emigration,

There 1s a huge wish to immigratc to Palestine, wish
which develops into a real psychose, The Bulgarian Government
(since the last change of Government, i.e, 4-5 months) grants
exit-pexmiscions t0 every Jews who wants to leave Bulgaria,
provided he has the necessary foreign visas,

A few months ago during a debate at the Chamber of Deputees,

‘when the iinister of the Interior, indicated the number of

emigration permits granted to Jews (. a few hundred at that time),
the deputees shouted "not enough", A characteristical fact is
that the cemsorship admitted the publication of this incident,

it is said that there is almost nobody to whom the granting of
the exit permit was recfused by the Minister,

Why then have Bulgarian Jews emigrated in such a small number
till now ? Because only a small number °f certificates were
sent to Bulgaria and the procedure to receive same a2s well as

“the Turkish visas is terribly slow and complicated,

Measures which will have to be taken: -

It is necessary to use all available influences to simplify
and accelerate the mass obtention of Palestinian certificates
and especially the obtention of Turkish transit visas,

Possibly send a boat sailing under neutral flag, to a Bulgarian
port to enable a mass emigration,

&///Mu
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who arrived in trausit in Isbonbul

from Bulgaria

Jgﬁuary 1c44
. é‘n;bzudr5'
iavenh (1)
ﬁ?bil
=Ry,
June
7 ~obelt
(1) Group oF cbildl“an undsr el iideromlts at:;igiiftiqn sehanet 46
sumbar of families: 7

Total:
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,f7éubjec£ of ‘this memorandum is ‘the question of @ quick and widespread -
“action. to Bave the Bulgarisn Jewry, and especially the Jewish youth

of ‘Bulgaria, - I point out thet it has tobé quick; for in:the next.

" month %the situation might become similarly tragic “to the one- dn’

" Hungery. ~Even todey 1t does happen more thanfin'exceptional ceses .

“that young Jews are suddenly lost ard gons. . o :

. BULGARIA.

" The question-of & large styled emigration of people without means
cannot be: solved by the slow emigration by land via Svilengrad.

The ‘question of mass enigration of the Bulgarian Jewry is before all
a political one, and therefore means for its solution are of a i
- politicel nature. There are three political factors which have to
be taken into account - : T S :

1« the tendency of the politicel development.of Bulgarien Jewry;

92 today's actual political interests of the Bulgarian state; and.
3. financial and political help that the first two factors may get
from outside, i.e. from foreign politiceal powers. R

The tendency of the political aévelopment 6f the Bulgarian Jewry
unguestionably and unavoidably such. that especlally the Jewish
youth. is felling into a state of deep despair, which:leads them to
join the so-called noommunist illegel Schumzi®.: The Schumzi are -
the illegsl cammunist partisens on the Balkans.  Such a perspective
is catastrophic for the Jews themselves; for it gives new. impedus
to the alresdy strong sntisemitism in Bulgarie. ‘At the ssme time
it is disagreeable for the Bulgarian—&byerﬁment, who fight the
partisans in every possible manner. ER i )

On the other hend, Bugaria's political :interests today demand ca B
imperatively that Bulgeria - “even if'shenmay?not.findifriendship -

at least may find'sympathy;and;understgﬁdihg]pn the .part of the

Allies for her former and present . politic. - One of:-the mesns-to.

achieve this, and perhsps one . of the most importent means:to save .

‘_ Bulgaria,:.is the help that she may now give 1o an‘action of mass -~

[emigration of her Jews. Soméething ca “be done-inthis connection”

~-by official ‘Bulgarisn representatives in-neutral countries, .~

In connection with items 1 and 2 will heve to some the third factor:
~political and finsncial help from outside, that is from- the Allied
and their friends., TR I R - :

At the present; there exist two difficulties inthe way of emigration =
from-Bulgeris i< it is difficult to get the exit permit from R
_“Bulgaria,-and it is even moré difficult: to get the Turkish trensit .
_yisas. Twenty: transit vises per week do not help much, ifat all.

For either. several thousend families will ‘be able to emigrate from

*‘Rumenia’in-the course of thg_hext'months,lbrgiﬁfmgyfbqgtop;late;agr v
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“hes happened in Hungary. Over lasnd and with 20 visas
to-now, there can depart only. well situated emigrants,
-~ g=<nd young Jews have to remain, These latter can.onl
by boat to Istsnbul and by trains for eémigrants, if ne

 Todey's politicel conditions do not permit’ to save Hun

- Rumanian Jéws to a large extent, But with regard to B

good element, worthy to be saved, and if the three abo
.. factors are intelligenily mobilized and won for. this t
A convinced that thousands of Jewish femilies will be ab,

: -Bulgeria during this summer. The consequences will be
SE 7 . of the strain of Bulgarian inner polities, a good chan
e foreign politics in' the near future, and for the Allie

their humanitarienism is not only an empiy-word; but a
.of their politics. - .

s

P-Waggons (freight cars?) from Istanbul to: Palastines. -

weekly as up

whilé poor
Yy be saved- )
cessary even:

garien and
ulgarian Jews,

large numbers may still be saved. Bulgarian Jewry as a whole is a

ve mentioned.
ask,. I am

le to leave

& lightning. -

ce for Bulgarian

8 not only

~a-question of prestige, but also a way to show the whole world’that

resl atiribute
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BULGARTAL ' PERSONALIITES

f ASSEN POBORNKOV: Bulgarian nationality; Greek Orthodéi religion; torh

" dn the village of Xorkinaj about 4% years:old. Graalwted from bigh school

" in Xustendil and studied st the Univorqitf of Sofia. He was hever a

politician, - He b&cama an offlesr in & transportation “irm. He .advanced

~rapidly &nd founded nis own firm, FXPRESS, which became thcrlérgést

transportetion £irm in the country. He has very good conheétiﬁna to

the Palace through his brotier who. for many years, r&glap'A§jutant to
King oris,. qut of the important offioialsrbf the Pﬁlaéeiéve his friends;
Becalso of his very good character, he:hasrmunyrfpivndstaf gféétrimportunce
in Telgarian ceonomy nnd poliey, 411 fhe Ministers snd tho important | -
officials of:the ﬂif;n ent Minigt riéq' all,imﬁoftaﬁt“of”icévs in'the

S . and-
' lational Pank Agﬁa? Bank, / Unicn of - >avingﬂ “ank ) ave intimate frlends

ofrhis. For his reéson hu can bs very uaeful gs & meﬂl»*or.:

the favt tnn* ho 1u “orking with the Go:mans, ne hns no- pr
] .

1aympathies.' He héd preat uympntU> for C’OCthlovnkiB. Pol«nd and lugo— B

slavia. de is married and has two chdldren. e speaks German and 8.

o
[

‘11tt1e i French,




" BULGARIAN PERSONALITIES
S 1 L. NIKOLA BALABANOVi Bulgarian nntiomlity; Graele Orthodox: rali.kiom

born in Sefiaj about 58 years old. Gns.mmted from high school in Sofia
and studied at thé Univeraity of Sofia and Paris. He hecame a judge, .

and ag such used to work in many different pnrt.s of the oount.ry. After

. the“De,mocratic Unidn took over the power 1n the counfc,ry, :he Venfiared ﬁhe
State béparth;er:t, vhere he advaﬂced rapidl&,and waa.apraéﬁf;e& ﬁ;z'gctor
of the Bulghrhn Telegrephic Agency, which 1ig the most. important press
i;xatitution in. the countwy. Later, he was appointed Hinlster to Czechow-
slovakiu, and he remained in Prague until the occupation oi‘b Czeahoslové\kia
by the Lrez'mans. -He was then sent o Paris as :dinister of the Bulgarian
Government., As such, he did everyt,hing in his pov.er t.o ‘alienate Bulﬂaria

from Garmany g influesnce; but he was ﬁot ahls to do mich ag the pol!.tical

davelopment was alreadv in an advanced stag,e. M'ter the’ collapse of

qucs he went to Viohy, whare ne vemained until "-eptember-' 1943. A er

. the deat.h of King Boris when the rormer Bulgarian ?.unj.qt 1n Ankara, 8 va“' 5

V:K.trov, waa ‘appointed Foreign Minister;, Balabanov,._ Pl !unistmr '

) 1n: Ankara. At tha prosent: time ho isg world.np for B cloaar rala’o:lonship
: between Turkey nd Bulgaria. He is also \orking in another direo‘oion - .
he wante Bulgaria to get out oi‘ the allianoe with Oermauy and to booome s

. strictly neutral. It 1a vary doubtful that he wi.ll suceaed in this .ﬂim,

‘becauae Germmy "has Ay fomes at xvorh in Bnlgari and the Balkana and

doea evarything possible in order t.hs"b Bulgaria remninb in: the same

Balabanov ie knovm as 3 very vood D oorat, ver} incere' nd (R

banov famiiy : hich is: knevm ag’ pru-»
 and Coryan, “Hle 4 mavried,




| DULGARTAN PERSOVALITIES

: m !_z_uuo v Eulgnrian nationality; Greak Orthodox religion] bom in

I.oveehg)about 51 yenrs old. Son of ong af the biggeet fm‘mex‘s 1n the

w cauntry. Bagrianov gradueted from ligh Sohool .’m Lovech and fmé\

: Muitaw Behool m Sofia. He took part in the two. wars, and af\éer )

the War he waa tmpoin‘bed Adjutent at the king'a couvt.. : In thia ﬁq\qi\tion

Vhe gained the ‘favowr of the King, but after some yenra vms disminae\j -

or resigueé. At. ‘tirat no one could undergtand why ishis had happened,

because tt was known that the &ing wns very fond. of him. Bnt shorbly

afterwards t‘mre were rumors r.hat,t.ha sister of the’ King-, Princeaa
Fudaoia, had i“.llsn in 1ovv with him, and that he: ha bsen dismisaed in

order to gob-kim out of the wey. He returcd t.o his .('abhﬁr'a aatate

end 'ﬂarried. He sntered the Agwrian Part.y of Stambuliaky. '\ithout ‘, - o
ts?;ing an active part in. tais ndvoment. ; .
: any hing shoud him, but in 1934 he wag \mexpeetedlv

of Ap’r:’ cultm‘e. l

és suchy e made mam reforms in favuur

Kicsseivanov. Bai,rianov i3 known as a’ very cultured m&n ve"

gent sincpre and ;earleaa. At the bsgixming, he

—rFx'ench THP beginning Vof Junn 1944 Mr Bagrlano: i




BUEGARTAN PERSONALITTES

- DIMITER SAVOV: rBulgarian nnt*onalit? born in Vraaa; about 55 vears
old. Gradudted from the H: gh School of Vraaa'and afterwards qtuﬂied
commerce in Germany. Sadov is now Pre sident of the Chamber of* Lonmbrce
in Sof;;. e is known as an important. manufncturer. Politieally, ﬁa
belongs to Zankov's Hatlonal Movement. In 1'34 he was Glerted as
Deputy in the Bulggrlan Parliament. Gadov ig knbwn a8 one of the trusted

" men of the Hazis in Bulgarin, After the introduction of "aa1a¢ lnws
in Bulgarie he profited f from this situation to take away for himself

: the representation of the mogt important German “uhber and chemical

1uoustries from thoge mho !O“MOIQV repredanted *hem. As” Presiuent of

s.bhe ChambeI of Commerce in Sofi&, ha doec pvervthiny poaaible to help

the Germans. During the 1ast seven, or eighﬁ yaara e has become ons

cof! uhG richest men in the counurv nnrqpﬁak rnmn and*Frenoh. Hrs.
Davov was born in Kostinﬁiﬁ and ‘s the dauphte of rdmineptifaﬁilg
in uh&t cit Thev heve no nhildren. V o

‘2.8 dr.bavov became in- thn bpginnlnc of June 1944, Ministpr

cof . Blndnce of Bulgaria. DPspite hls bnlng pro gnrmqn, he was

;nnvnr Lonsidered an Antl Semlt He us to do bu51noss with

»Jews gladlj and:- one ¢r hiq hartnors was Jewish too. .
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LEGATION ROYALYE. DE BULCAKIE
EN TURKIE
Ankera, le 25 septembre 19044

Hessleurs les Répresentants de
1'Agence Juive en Palestine

Ankara

Toujours en rapport aves notre derniey entretien, j'al
1'honneur de vous oommuniquey ce dont le Gouvernement Bulgare
vient de m'informer:

l.-Lea Autoritds de frontidre Bulgares ont &té avisdes
de 1l'autorisation du uouvernement Turc au passage du
territoire ture des julfs émigrante ne possédant pas le
vise de translt respeetif, 4 condition d'dtre wmmis dfun
certifioat établissant qu'ils obtlendraient le visa d'entrds
én ralestine.

2.=Le Uouvernement Bulgare a precrit 4 la Légation
Royale de Bulsarie en Roumanie d'accorder le visa de transit
bulgare aux juifs de Honarie, Pologne ot Roumanie qui se
rendent en Palestine,

de=.-e Juuvernerment sdulgare accueille avec spmpathie
la crdation et la consolidation de l'etat Juif.

guant aux juifs de Bulgarie le Gouvernsemént Bulgare a
abrogo toutes les lois restriotive concernant les juifs.

Il a retabli tout les droits et libertds des julfs en
Bulgarie, Il leur rentira tous leurs biens quil lour ont &té
exproprids par les autorités de 1l'anaien régime et les
dédormagera de tous les dégats et paertes quiils ont subis,
Le Gouvernement autorisera 1!'ouverture de toutes les

dcoles julves et subviendra 4 lour entretien, ainsi qu'il
acoordsra pleine liberté aux juifs quant au choix de la
langue d'enseignement dans ces 8coles.

Lt'émigration des julfs de Bulgarie pour la Palestine
sera libre pour les juifs quli on ce moment ne sont pas soumis
aux dispositions de mobilisatlion en vigueur actuellement
en Bulgarie.

Le Gouveraement retablira toutes les institutions
soclales juives, comme hdpltaux, orphelinats, asilies pour
velllards, réféctoires eto. qui auralent subl des endome
magements & la suite des bombardements ot ce au méme titre
d'8galit8 que les 1nstitutions aimilaires bulgares.

Veuillez agfSer, Measieurs, 1'expression de mes sentiments
distinruds

833 BALABANOFF




Trenslation

cCoPY

ROYAL LEGATION OF BULGARIA
IN TURKSY

Ankara, Septamber 25, 1944

Hessieurs the Heprasentatives of the
Jewish Agency of Palestine

Ank ara

Always in connsction with our last conversation, I have ths
honor to scommunicate to you that which the Bulgarlen Government
has just informed me:

l.-The frontier suthoriticss of Bulgarla Lave been advised of
the suthorizetion of the Turkish Government for the passags into
Turzish territory of Jswish emigrants not in possession of respeo-
tive transit vises, on condition that they bsar a certificate
astoblishing that they would obtaln Palestine sntry visas.

2,+The Bulgarian Governmant nas Instructed the Royal Legation

f Bulgeris in Rumani a0 d trangit visas through Bulgaria
gor Jegsror Hungary, golang Rumanfa who are goinghto palsstine.

3.-The sulgarisn Government viows witl: sympathy the crasation
and consolldatlon of the Jewlsh state,

As for the Bulgarian Jews, the Bulgarlan Goverrment has
abrogeted all the restrictive laws concerning the Jews, It has
restored all the rights and libertlass of tha Jews in Bulgaria., It
will return to them all of thelr goods which wero expropriated by
the authoritlics of the formsr regime, and wlll recompenss them for
all damages and lossos which they heve sustalned, The Govornmont
will eutncrize the opening of all Jewish schools, and will provide
for thelr maintenance, as well as giving full liborty to the Jows
to choose the language of instruction in thsse schools.

The smigration of Jews from Bulgaris to rfalestine shall bs
free for the Jows who at this momont are not subject to thes cispo-
sitions for mobilizetion at present in force in Bulgaria,

The Govermment will re-=stablish all Jewlsh soecilal institutions,
such as hospitals, orphaneges, old-aga asylums, rafsotories sto.

which have sustalned damage as a r 1t of the bombardm and
this WMger equaf condig¥o§s with sfmflar Bulgarian inst utions.

Kindly accept, Msssleurs, the expression of my high estsem,

88t BALABANOFF
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bubject: suthorizition of 3alabrnoff to vublish his letter

of Jduly 25, GQuotations from this lstter.




Lstanbul, Aujust 21, 1944

_ L an enclesing a revised lelter of  Ralabfnoff
wiiich he hss authorized for publication, Ais you say,
a ‘step is being made in tho righi direction, but I
do trust, with Parllament in session, that the
opportunity will not be loat to make these steps .
declsive so they may be interpreoted in heshdington
in terms of the desired jood will,

Wit all sood wishos,

Cordlally yours,

I. A, Hirschmenn

Dr, #loyd li, Black, Fresident
Robert College -
Hlgar
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lanning to roturn

that L may c.nvay & mossage

iilp, alco

~to rongin

anoroxnimately how
in latanbul,

88ibla to do so whan
to. Iatanbul; in order
to.-him and to. seo
long -Simond. Intends

“i1gh uind carsonal wishes,

VO

i

o Liv Packer, sauire
Yirgl Baeratary of smbassy

LAHS b

smsrlcan smbassy
Anicara

rdiully'youyéiv

. A, —irschiann
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Istanbul, Aupgust 14, 1944

‘Doay K. Jaguinst:

I ghonld be grataful if you could arrange to see
we walabanoff, Bulgarlan mlnister to #Ankarsa, at the
first opportunity, »ossibly on Tuesday, August 10, to
inform hinm thab: -

1, In rosponss Lo my telograms te 'ashington con-
gorning my talks with w, Balabanoff, our Government ls
awvalting a rssoonss from the Bulgarlan government. to
my dsmands, Vashington is especlally interosted in
Iearning if ths rolnstatament of vulgarian Jdewlish
ciLizuns to tha sosition of Uulgarlan citizens will be
includad in any decren or peacs drogrem toat may be
wnder discussion. 4% considers ths steps towards thls.
ralnstatoment to be a concrele evidence of the dagryérov
govarnment, elther to manifest Its Intersst in the
humanitarian premises upon whieh futurs discusgsions
could bea based, or as a menifestation of the Bulparien
sovirnmant's oaterﬂination to pormit dlrenborg laws to
rimain on 1ts books, :the least that 1s. to be cxpected
is that the Bagryanov government wlll be comolotely
lax in ity rainforcsment mesasurss, o

%, -r, slrschmann wishes Lo impart with all frieni-

liness thet 1t would b2 in tae internst of Tho ulp Erian

vovieerzat st bthils tina, esvecially, to Hormit tn:
~ublicatlon of tho dalabanoff letboer which “you kinaly
cavo to hiv, 1f not In 1ts anbirsty, then In ilts funia~
wental dieclosursse  Also, any other 1nf‘Pm&b10nv
wonld eonerstely insicave thet i Lulgarian govornment.
1s willlng to takes steps in d‘]bv'ﬂtjnf tha. condltion-of
mewbars of its ovn minorlty sopulation,’as an.¢
of its own interoest in minorchab, sincs ‘1% un
that ths dulgerian govarnment l1s: sspeclally intesr
in this quastlon. “tho uulgnxlan government, itsalf he
vesn for dseades, and is now, a "minority govbrnmont”' 2
in the face of other strong pgovarmmasnts, and should. sesk’
by its .cwn direct, sincers efforts, without vacillation,
to demonstrate tnat it also understands t: position of
o¥tpaT & minority of person, ruce or gov=riamant, : ‘

Hr, hirschmann would be gratuful for gowe rignonge
at tiis time on thess subjects., us Unnws that . silence
at. this tin may be misinterpretsd in ashingtan,,dinoé
they huve rﬂqu“ bsdra ranly, ) R : :

I gds no reason wlhiy ou snouLd uot'ruau'the above
to fi, Balabenoff, which, of cours:, you may btransiate .
o him:in Froneh, ' He-8u- aks roneh wsll.‘ i ‘ghall -aldgo:







Istanbul, August 12, 1944

Dear wsarlt

Thanks for the letter to.uay from Hr,Simond snd
your other communications, I should be srateful if
Simond could be telephoned, 1n order to determine vhen
he 1s due to arrive In Istanbul, I understood from
him that he planned to arrive some time during the
woeok of August 14. Also it would be helpful if he
could press for the release of the letter and a response
from No. 2.

Cordially yours,

I. A, Hirschmann

Barl Packer, ssquire
First Secretery
American Imbassy
Ankara

IAKIVH
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Istanbul, August 12, 1944

Dear John 1

I am enclosin, a copy of a letter addressed to
Honsieur Limond, Ankara representative of the Inter-
nationel Red Cross, which he 1s handin;, to Homsiour
Balabanoff, Bul_ arian Hinister to Turkey., The letter
covers the points enumerated in my telegrams No, 1414,
AMgust 2, and 1446, August 7, 1944,

4#ttached 1s o elipping from the Istanbul " Journel
a'eriont” of Ausust 6. In the last several weeks the
Turkish papsers sucddenly and consistently begaﬁ to publish
news resarding rafugess,

With kind personal regﬁrds,

Cordially yours,

I, A, Hirschmann
Special Attache

J. ¥, Pehle, HZsquire
Executive Director
day Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
weshington, D, C,

Eneols,

TAHIVH
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Al J\Ibﬂu CUH‘ U Li"“ 5
lstanbul, *urkay' hugust By’

BUBJLCTE- i Jowlsh Situation in Bulgarie

Tiiw. HORORABLA — - —

CETA Gy

GASEINGTUN

TEINY

1 heve tho-henor to »rss:nt below: s sumnary of tho
latost Information racelvs by this offics on tho Jowlshi
situation in Oulguria, The sourcss aros sh inforument’

T ¢lose to the vtulgarien Gov-rnmant wiods wife is -8 Jowena,
- ';u%; ang -other 1nfovm0b parsons. 1his sttachsd latter from
< #r, Balubanov, Bulgsrisn sinister Lo furkey bo &r, -imon
' of tixs Internationel had Cross, 1s imvortant \ocumjntnrg
avidende of the now- sltuation,

In-making this resort; 1 am probebly not-mentionling.
any facts that are not known and rupoﬂtad by "the apeslal’
rapraaxntativ: of the War vefugss Board now in lurksy
working on tho Jewlsh qusstlon in sSulgaris end other Salkei
countrias. In fact svery affort hes boen mads o kasp: him
adviged of inforiation roaching this offlice conosrnlup. the
Jows and ra’ has actod in the. sams manney -towerds wus.  ths
conclusiong end opinions in this despabeh, howuver, b INE
those of th: Consulats Ganergl end 1ts @ourdss. . .Horaover,

1t Besms wise to réport thle importsntimatter In thy usudl.
" way.in order. to keop the information flowing into. tha. - :
apartimant frorx the raporting section oL Lha onaulahg‘f
&anuzal as conolatp as pusaiblu. o, : L

h- m;nmar of tols office wroaantod a Bulparla.”aoureo
cl 8 to the Pulgarien Governmont witly u statemsnt of the- @
attitude -of tha fmoerioean Governmant upon tha: anish qu;stlon,
based: Upon: telegrams rogeived. from the Laparbnents . Tho-
souree, “who, ‘on account of his wife, is. aensitive.to snd
wall “informed. nuon the Jewlah guestion in “ulgar
sont B strengly worded gtatemont to his Governamont in -
30Tia. -He told ma that Balsbanov would carry hils  sbatenent .-
vo. ¥ fla: ‘when ha wont there in, miu-duly and mould probnbly
) oms raply.'j PR3

y ﬂalabanov brought b&cx was nope’ thnn wo'
Theo measage wan [irst delivered -bo e by my.
‘saw Balabsnov on his- rsturn’ o s banbul on

S0UTPCs- Wio
A Tow daya. kater, 1t was. given ta A




santative of the war Refuges Board in Ankara
Balabanov himgelfl both verbally and = ‘what 48 1o

spomarkabls of- all - In the fow of “a signed oop:
o8 clo bbort frop Selabanov to Sinmon, R

= The importance of this lsttop end 1bg contonta..
oan lakdly be over-satimated, A Balion diplomnt is: =
rarely willing to put himpelf on reeord in writing, -
“Tgdo s An this Instonoby’ spoaking offieially for his.
sevasrnmant, - indieatos that Balabanov wao not only wille
ing but anxleus to show the now dirsction his Govorn~
~mant il taking with regard to quostions of lngortanes
b the Aliles. L T e

4 Lrue translatlon of tho lottor is attsehad
horewiths Ite main polnts may bo summarized ag follows:
1) ¥he naw Bulgarian Government intends to ‘alloviate
the condition of the Jows sd soon as prastionbly
2) it will Facllltebs the amlgration of tho Jews Lo
plecss of sefatys O the frime sinlster saw - the Jowish

roonsistoriud in Sofia and Taggsured thew as-to faturs
treutment of dulgarian Jovs, for whicr thay gxprasse
thalr gratituis, s e s

_ Ihis Indicetes a basie enanpe of policy.. Ihe vagt
of* this despateh contnins viows and arpliflcstiors woon
this im.ortent lebter, ) Lo :

Firstv internretablons:

at first glanes the ~ulgarian willingness Yo allw
the Jows to smiprats is a vapy graat. conongsl oy it
rust b pdded, cowover, that thers is no peactlical woans -
af grttlap them out within a raspounable tisa,  Yhaps ave
45,000 Jews 1n Sulgardss A7 @ tesin . load of-thom wops .
Lo eowo out wver. week, only 50O pepsdins would thus bs: *-
tranaported woskly, ~hlopling i also '1nadc3qua'm,am§ nard
Lo eoud  bys Horaovaer, i tho wav is ending; rmeny Jows:

wonld oo doubt nrefor to. atay whaprst,

oy avey - -

- arsong intorested in the Jevish quostion want bo:, -

o get the Bulgerian Govornment. to ackpowloupe the . diffioulty
“of getting tho Juws out of Bulgarias il any they-vant. tg" -
urge- toe Governusat to taie stops- towards: yestoring their: - -
citizonsliip,- 46,60 raopoal ths two anti-Jawish laws that.

-Geprive them'of 1ts And finally, as . goria. authorition”

S bellave e growlng nuaber of the Jaws ‘ara i danger-of o
stervetion and entirely coestitute, they btiink. the dnlgavian
Govarnmont. should bo asied to agrad- that-1f the United

- Kations: oan get food %o Bulpgerla, 3t will be"allowes o
boigiven to the Jews, - : ) Lol

Visws of 1y -Informang:

- My’ confildentlal infovaent; holds-othay viswgy - S
remenburs’ that he. spsnt one night until 4 o'aloek 1 thi. -
L woraingineonversation withn Gabroveki, ebiof of pollos

in Sofla, whe finelly convinged hinm that I the. Jows had. .-
ot boen 2ipdlled from Sofid tho Garsang ywould-have
—eompollod tholr oxpulaion: to Poland,: 1t wag intolovable)
“Lor Gormansg In sSofla 4> bs confronted: with Jows 4n their.
dally affaivs, Sy, - ; ‘ Safdng: tha'
Governnant sav ough thely

“wes-




Uosprrionesd by
11t nunbin'.!.

toformant « .

¢ SE3on. Wy dews should 1'1 Julpuri& ainm‘
aro nrer allowed Lo Woris 3 was eonlirnad £6
Jog A Lstenbal, oo salc i o aklowa o vvux'lc to
a c rtat s axtent, as In haryoeatls pot ars now gensrelly
caklows y ; J.ba, b Gy 8P aai faxr sarvast

} f saing T00 6 250 .sta ((\ arably-to 4 o

smevien) o-ldaye oo . :

- SOTHOVIR, LI '1111’o.mmni‘,‘ sel:, informats REY. T ln ng
' »Jvllu"i& fron salaating 1o biab Jews wha ASEh Lol
' i o i w60k, szsunt ab raps lauor )
£ B0 - aaepaTs, U0obolny el Loty and
pay Ioaf in cg 08 Tor melilude ™ shg-dntorment
thar - fora, sur: Lhab Tow d fawe now wani e lsaeve
mxlmxﬂa for-alssblnoe, - anis is all bhoe woa trus
b aanss .,1u' ne Ionk se Peoor Sersocublontin sBulpgaria
} S e bvio :;:{i.;tzj:;.- anbl~d )‘Il,lr “laws.
suend Dy LR Pagry snov: ; o
Ox'n Lo m onb u’rmtn ity Por ons Lhing, - S
“Aipes toso now cosr on. Wsle sxiny will soon b romovy Ha by
doerus. Finell., -umlparlean Jews do-not. vent to serr outb
ety ehildran, . tost facllles would g‘.:'afnr o bealos
tiolr ehene 8 bogoih ory unluss they ave’ eonflronbac v 18
the frar ol J\pulaion to Solent oy 'uxecutlon. ;

seburning to the quostion »i food I‘or Lio um‘d—,ia

ciadgarla, oo iufovmant galdé Csew no tasson ln tha
world why foo should b: -annt to Sulgerls. e sald the
ccuntry 1z vnew onjoyiag ous of its bLasl ereps in a
1o tims.  Uncor sueb clrousébances, G -a.lgzaxlian
Sovoriuenb would rob sl b lmoortation of food Af
JAb wer o Tsonib, - o sus saboe B W 1= 9 Jowlai consisborium
“huy food ar bla »ﬂwm g tany LGovtsany willl b
gabling v ¥y 13tvdo o tho- ")rosunt crops AL LroTconsise

Lorlur nee s wonuiy Lt it e menb Lo Bhone it should be
¥s a..,m.xbd:*ec\ tout wach v’llago hag el KagL . - BOUb bbbl - o
‘where. thi pooroat Jows are Lodes Probabls. bhig rondon meny
of “the Jew: ere in & sad fabhat svon bafore the
war Lvo-bhirds of the deows of Lm%i.a wars poor huonle
~Ilying et n bars subsistencn 1ev¢l‘ Tlhors gere fow
C iwenlthy Jows,s. The ra2st of the rnw:atniny onfa«tzhird nirht
S Sbeealls  woll-to-“0e

Both ny Informent mnd B@labanov 1nuicnta-( tr. e\t
.notblng cun be dons lmmsilately: Dy the Pulgarlen Governs
“mont. to reysal axlsting laws ‘againsbothe Jows ip viaw
of tho rwaction b 13 wéuld ba esrtain &0 srovoks  from
Tthe Unmnanss - the Counellof Minlstesro- connot under L
-esngtitution renaal aots of xarnan‘nnt by desrec, . Par-
Afamsnt sust act upon such matters andiwonld: ba unlikelv
s ig0 rsol pow In the iuoe of (:ex ot} oo»mulblon. - .

,i;n;aaai,qan 7:;9%)1 Benumal

- Epelosures
ﬁs fatntcgdi_i :
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\“fo wr. Hirschmann from Wr, Ketzki

uubJact' bonvursatjon with ur Black,: August 4, 1944

Dy, Black had cersfully gone over kv, Hirschmenn!s lstter,

" and . madn ‘the Tollowing observntlons..

() t‘01' phv°1001 end “tactnical reasons, it-brsbably will not
be possible for a large number of Jowis% 590018 Lo 1aava Bulp sria,
rig 18 & resulb of difficultiosrin Sacurlng,h60891'ﬁa ;ubomds,

docunonts, otc, In sdiition, 1t 1s to bs. oxpugtod thét, with
the ohanging situation in Sulgaria snd the Obauibil »y Lhaﬁ thb}—
conditiqn of Jdewlsh peovls will 1mprova, not many ﬁilL w;nt u)-;
leave, In his oﬁinion, should thé qondition{bf:Jpwisﬁfééoplé
be'amslioratad, the major proportion of Jewiéh,pebpleVWOuld
préfar'to remein in Pulgaris whafé théykndwrtﬁn lbngnﬁge;
'custows, ~te., o re—ﬂvtabliéf'thamsélvés’thérn’rathpr tﬁah to
seek @& new homeland wlict would ba antirely vt;nngu to them, and
whers offorts ‘for rehabiljtrtion would be nuch more 611ficu1t. )
hr. Jlack bqlievas that the Jowi»?' eonla 5: Bulnaria aro'not 7

",as bpd1v off 83 ars ‘those 1n Hungery, and b

-then, that omphasis s;ould ba’

matter,—an not 88 9 Wroblem of evacuntlon.:




great stress unon the ooncept of assi: ting Lhe dulgu1ian Jews

 to remain whars they are and rehabilitata themsalves thare.
(2)-1In vr, Slaeck's opinion, should thoro ba an amslioration

of tnuvkituatlun of ths Jews 1n oulgaria, not: any familles will

be -1l'ing to hava tnﬂir a'ilurﬂn amigwuta.r Bofory Lha hropul gas

tlon. or tbe two anti-dawish laws, Aulgarian Jeﬁi;é ,bi]ﬁrah,f

v oha étiiwo axe :htlons, wopr- 1t pr¢ ]1 < Bl -seits nooition

as waroe non-demlsk ~ulperian ehildran, - Ehaw ouT- ctteng

gchools, enc. possibiiltios for hhgir fatu : mkxittla'ﬁiff;E

erenf frow those of obinr Uulgriians Jatufgliy, this
pre-lcatsr? usod bhe abroration of Lh# Qnti—Juﬁistlléwé ony
rastorétion af Bulyerian daws bt Lhair citiZenship and othosr
rights-as. they oxistad during eurlior'yeardti

{2) the 25,000 Jawish poonle #Aorfopmevl“:lived In -ofle
andrware recuirad to lisevs that eity énﬁ‘iakﬁ up reﬂiéeﬂcjs
elsowhare LossJ ars rslntlv‘ly no wonsevoff tnnn ara Q_ 21 formor
inhsbitents ot :ofia. It ia: tfua th b uulgariaq Jevu hags to
la2ave ths cit Yor ‘the most part, tney move@ dn-on- velatlvos
1‘éls§Whére and wars sholtersd by Lhei. ©of “ths
pombarqhént ana dastruction of 5fia a3Very;i§} 5 prbﬁbptignrbfiﬁ
;:fhé bbSQlation has since 1ikewlso oa ;106MDé111f ﬁqliaéya fho'
 01ty and move to otLur auarters. »ibus, ln ter{s of:braseﬁﬁ'

housing, duléarian Jews and noL-Jews frow'~ofia #re ‘on the S@n%

'iis . veryjcompler




B

'tne quavtion of indsmniflcatlon of JeWiah paopiaifor §ébhdmio

,losges nay ba conbjﬂere . ufugoupqe) it maysz ﬂifficﬁlt ta
QQithinps?thre provertiss lave been éxpropridfbd, of»ﬁhéré
Je&ishﬁpéo51@7ware‘fdfcnd to disoose of assets &b a fraction

of thgir'vélua. bomnl*cations would arise from a. legal ﬂswpoint
whars titlﬁ wag nassed for a ronbiﬁerntlon, avan Lhouph tho
consliars LiOq may hav: baon G'spropqrblouately small, -On the
othwor hand,'sﬁould tha govarnment, fof éxample; é¢tjrm'ngvtof
indemnify in some fas: ion former residents dfitof1a to con

ﬁhom for property lossas srising out ol the 5qmbardmsntrofiﬁiéir
eity, Jewlsh paonle shonld vae Lve the saméibonsiﬁaration aa
anyons: alss, whatevsr U » compensation mlght De.‘

Uar%ans in thiq connection SGmebhing could ba done to

givu Jawisi. people free access bo their bank écéounté, into
which they naf to. denosit thelr cnsn and pfoceeds of th forced'
sals. of their ass¢tq, and shiek are'noy_blackedyn Towis n,pepple

are’now sermitted tv drew down only

str. Ulacm. SHis 1ni retion- iy Lnat crops thiq yﬂar aras Eb“
oroinazilV qooo, to such an pvtént thetl oSt Dulgarian—grOWn
vegatablaa ano bread ara frse an“ not aven: ubjact to 7’sd::.mml.ng,.
kent is sepyen, -but this,effect‘-avevyone in Dulgvria. lh rvlore,
viﬁit wovld noﬁ ba ' 'iﬁﬁortrnt‘ﬁdrsen;' ood to bulgaria ER it wauld,
'Eba,to 1acJ tbo Jewi ch vaonle dn. funds so that they canl- Durcha

their foom fﬂouirement An rha opon m&ruat. 5QiQ‘Dluck

';tnat tlis is tha apnrwach w;lch shouls b tahen, n mely,




fun(L “sould ba ‘mecde avellable. Lo Jevvish veo’ale provi;sd t}‘

Bulgarian suthor1t1as would Vuarnntee m) t,ths Jew13n~peopla

col avuiloble 'sipplies

Sl Uulgarian—pooulaw

vy Zlack racogulrzed, of coursns, that thoero mr:v b Soie

scel vagulations, and those

)

sl wo b pala in

[

wenlng

saonkd boor suliviclsnt lubspast

v arlo

in oy ominton the

tionad thz nawse ol & ..x, Uudev, wio is

HMrretor of U1 2ulgarisn n: 1 arl bani, f,{m\": ubo ie :;(uti_hap,

end cnti-Faselst, and wio g uld bd Il‘ieth'll.L_Ly &isvosad

towsr's asvisunt in: fiﬂ\‘.ing locsl eurr ncy'v

1t bz T‘BOSS:&I’} Sbo f1nd Buly s:anzi;lff\rao

'bo Ll’ﬁ Jey ?}-“,onle for pur-osas of ;“oof.

,(5) v Hlpek t?:fmght" iv 1 Ged and

unbiassml 5ux'vev of kb condi ;,lufg{)oplﬂ I e lgarie.

sade, " touch lui; 2 sueh qu

toe clsbeibublén

Ji tust:

Lof dowstand .,whe.ére' "i:h—.:; araj Lnal;,

Z i broad Vbﬂ'-'ns',‘ e’ oxtent of ‘hardsids thoe kings

of a si(‘tar\co v.,nc' : ar~) ‘necessery;

. if any, .in tha mforcav.\ent of 19RBULSS

S Jewish m,)ple, ate, g“a z’ecognize' 'Qf










August 2, 1944
X

Nr, Simond called at the office today and received the
following documents:

Carbon copy of letter (in French) addressed to Mr. Simond
“by M. Balabanoff on July 25, 1944, re-intentions of Bulgarian
Government regarding r efugee situatione.

My, Eirschmann's memoranduj of July 25 regarding his conversation
of July 24 with Yessieurs Balabanoff and Simond at the home of

M. Simond, with respect to proposals of Bulgzarilan Government in
relation of Jewish ecltizens of that country

RS
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MEWMO OF TEL:GRAM f T , . . August 1, 1944
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smbassy's 1414 (?)

Subject: sota bre nsoitted io oulrariar fovermecent, oomzs 1,
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Istanbul, Aupust 1, 1944

Lisar Ur. Black:
fupsuant. to our conversations i am confirming sevoral
of ths points which wsTe concurred in by you and me in our
a@iscussions ralabing to efforts to rascus vietims of perso-
fcution end oppression in ﬁulgaria.
*he convorsabion witi: and reports from salabanoff for
his govarnment wars encouraging as first posaible steps.
fils letber written to Simond for our government, which has
been trensmitted to washington, is confirmatory of the above,
Sut I belleve that you will agres with mo thet the bulgarian
Govermmont 1s not going far enough gt this crucial hour on
those mattars. I am thoroughly convinced that the government
will take whatever posaible steps &ars avalleble to sxpedite
ths relsase, wlithin tschnical possibliities, of thelr cltizens
who heppan to be Jews, Fror information at hand, confirmed
by you ant Salebanoff, thase stups at this time can result
in only a »itifully small emancipation.

I am bothered by two aspects of this »roblem!: a) that
fow rafugees will bs abls to 1seve LBulgeria In ths next impor-
tant weaks and monthsj b) that tha United States Govermment,
wateching daily for specific acts of large refuges movements
out of Bulgaris, wlll havs no choies but to interpret thase
nsgativ: results as a preach of faith by the Bulgarian Govern-
ment in the face of its verbal and written repressntatlions
by Balabenoff.

Consldering the acute politlcal situation today, the
desire sxpressed by palebanoff for his govermment to make
such moves which would win the good will of the United ttates
Government and 1ts people, we stend today in a positlion
where the fortuitous first stsvs in a program which could be
productive of good on all sides could be unwittingly miscon-
atrued. 1 therafors made to you today the proposal which I~
beliove is the only solid ané satisfactory move that should
bs offersd by the Bulgarian Government without dolays namely,
concrete steps to ravoke and sbolish forthwlth the two
notorious snti-Jewish laws on its books. In asserting the
sbove I em not unawars of esrtaln technical end political
obstacles which the government in oylgaria today may find it
nacessary L0 OVOrcome. But thess are days when I presume to
suggest that governments will persist only by bold snd forth-
right steps, especinlly with rolation 1o the onward. swoep of
A1liea victory, and if they wish to £find themselves in soms

- measure of good grace at the Feace Table,

As you know, I have no suthority to speak in connection
with the latter, but I am charged with a special responsibllity
end can offer now a specific opening for the good will that
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wlll result from broad strokes in ths diraction of humanitarisn-
ism, eospaclally as related to refugees, which will not promise
but fulfill a pollcy whleh will negate that of a former govern-
rmant in ruthlessly corrupting s helplsss minority of fts own

" peonle, and which will be designs conerotely bto rshabilitate

thase victinmlzed membors of its own citizanry. -

‘he Bulgarian Government stends today In the position
where 1t cen er-at: a priceless waasura of gosd will vithout,
=8 1 sees 1t, glving up enything fundamsntal, by teking the
sssontlal steps without delay to sbrogste the scandalous asnti-
Jowish laws and to rermit us to announes 1t forthrightly to
the world., +hatever gsac:iflics on its own pert 1s naecessary at
this time for it 8o Qo so, - e confidsnt thet tho seales will
w3igh heavily in 1ts own lavor after th: ¢=2cislon 13 announced,

1 havs promise¢ Balabenoff and you thet such » step would
bs beralded wit: ths widest publiecity throughout the United
bSbates (and orlitein), vhieh § shall teler 1t s my ospsclal task
to discharge. Lha avidene: in th: inst=nce of the abolition
of the camp in freonsnistria by the sumeniens is with you. The
step I am sugpesting would olielt publielty and good will of
a ranifold naturs and sacopa.

Yhsrs 1s another aspscel of tho subjsct whileh we discussed
and which should be re-.nforced with the Sulgarians. 1t is my
gsnse that thls may well be no tims for planning larpe-scals
emigration riovsments out of a country like Sulgaria if the
presant government of Julgaria Is az sound and forward-looking

in its determination to raconstruct its country as is indicatad,

The Jews who have been reduced by thase two laws Lo complste
dsprivation end inability to carry on any legitimete work must
be put on thelr feet, not for themselves alone as bulgarian
citlzens, but for the =normous contribution that they willl
meks in helping builé the nsw Sulgarias <+t 1s & strange
paradox which history relates that the depressed and- depleteu
Jawish populations have without sxcantion rebounded in the
countries where they foun:’ themsslves and bsecome valusbls
cltizens in buiiding the weslth: and culture of thair communi-
tles. Consldering the history of Bulgarla, the Jews as sn
indigenous part of that nation, received relativsly falr trest-
ment which they anjoyed untll vecently whsn thils labtsr rscord
was spudged by one of the blackest pages in “ulgarian history.
“ith any fealr chence at sconomic sssistance, rehabilitation and
sustenancs, the Jewish people should quickly bscoms sssential
and ussful perticipants in bullding the new nstion. -

- ¥hy send them in lost groups to steenge lands 1f, as the
#inister of their country ssserbs, they will "graduslly" finé
themselves back In the nosltlon of rsaveet and rasponsi&ility
wheroe they were before ths war. Lt may sven be that the Hul~
gerisn Government some months hencs may find 1tsslf in the posi-
tlon of beckoning for ths return of thsse sslf-same cltizens
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whon they hslbed to deport to Palsstine at groeet sxpensa and
inconvenisnde. 1 trust that you are not burdsned by my over~
smphasis of ths polnt, but I insist thet ths step we ars
suggasting will be of even greater adventage bto Bulgaria than
to those who will bs saved,

Une more point: 1 think the lsaders ol the “ulgariasn
Govaernment should know that I shall e:psct to hold them
rgsnousible for that which valabanoff signed. -hils he wrots
somawhat 1la3ss than hs rsported to mos varbally,his lstbver is
categoric in assertlng that (a) tha covarnment will ameliorate
tha situatlon of the ¢sows ant ceaso all forms of parswcution
without delay; (b) transport will bs faciliteted withiin all
possibls technical mesns, +he latter poss furthar in its
irplications, but spaalking for ths Government of the United
Stetes of smerica 1 repost that wo shall nouver b- sstisfisd
witr thess conversstions snc rsprasentetions until thase two
laws ar> ravokad. In th: meanwnile the povermmsnt can be
compl:taly lax in 1is snforcenenl of them.

wor will tids bo sufficlent: rneports cosdng cureantly
from “qlgaria incicatsr a state of sconomic depravity on tho
part o its Jdawis. citizens rssulting from these laws, -aatb
§ nertuitbing w:00ls frsoly to lsave thelr :romaos
¥ hav= nowhere to go, nor msans ol sscurlng funds srcept
oral ami illsgel moans; 1f thers ars no possible avaell-
abls msethods of reconsiructing their lot or their diguity es
buman bsings? seasur-s pust be foun. =t ones to suvnly them
wit: food, tile noeosss ry .--ans of Living &s decent eltizens,
and¢ oconomlc assisbance to rchabllitat: their busilasssss,

th:ily famliies und theilr homes.

I vroose to offer through the sssiutmnce of axisting
ralief agsncles, now roprossnted in rurkey, along with that of
our govsroment, such means to rehabllitate this ponulation as
possibillties vermit. vbvivusly it is not too much Lo wssk
titet the ~ulgarian Govasrmment p:rmit this and sesist it in
8vaiy pogsibls raasonable way, Shey have decimated the popula-
tion. ¥ws Qo not ask ths: to vevive it but only to psrmlt others
to .o 2o witlLout let or nindrance so that they ,ay cot.bribute
towards Lhe viallbeing of their own country.

L iove to figay that the forthright an: sincsre sbteps sug-
gestsd ha*ein hav: been bakan by Lhe “1lgn11&A Governnsnt in
ordsr to fortify 1ts vosition smong the humane natlons of ths
world an.. to win back the respsct and good will of our peoples
wilci: they hac so serupulously built in ths-last half-centmry
anc vikich they have so sorely lost in the last black war-ysars,

«ith thanks for your kindness ané friendsliip,

Cordlally yours,

L, 4, Hirschmann
Spacisl Attnche
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L 1f the SBulgaerias vovesrmient is s-eking mesthods to

devonstrete 1ts sincerity In buing helpful in tiis 3ituation
connsebad with refugoe mwover.-nis, we ar: informed that a
namber of »rafugsas, possibly u» to 2,000, will ba lraving
lungary in ths naxt few days. bYe nave rsdussts. of the
Rumanian Sovsrmment that they poarmit thees refugses to enter
kutfanis in trensit and w= have be-n informsi tihst ths ~umanians
have sgrssd In princinls to thls procedurs. vbviously the
Sulgarlens woul’ not at this time wish-to sot up a blockade
agalnst thes: resfuge=s in ths face of thiir ropres.nitetins,

<t will tharefor- be nacessery for thaem bo agrose to vermit’
thoss rafugses to coma through Bulgerle an 1o vrovide for them
the necessary transit facllitiss out of Sulraria to furkey
without dalay. 2 sbova wili wso»l- =imilarly to rsfug:es

who will bo lseving -umania (who 2o act arclv: from lungsvy),
ani for whrom btransit facilitiss throup: “ulgsria willl be
raquired,

“Te - LOYC . black
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Cher nonsicur Siuon,

Al sujet Ge la yuestlon soulevee pur
vous ¢t rel.tive & w blteau turc qui puisse aller
prendre «’un port guelcouyue bulgure ues enfants de
juifs de Rouwwnie, c¢ventuellewent des ewfunts de
juifs de Bulgerie wussi, je suls en <tut de vous
commuuiguer ce qui suit:
Pr principe le Gouveruewent bulg.re
n’y <urcit rien contre. lkis, pour le réglement ae
cette guestion, je vous curwls recoumxnde de Vous
.aresser & la Croix rouge bulgare, lajuelle, de son
¢Obe, ls soumebtra «ux fins d’une dicislon de la
part Gu Gouveriesent, ‘
Je profite de la prosente occasion pour
poerteger wvec vous les lwpressions que Jjlapporte Ge
won deraier court gejour en Bulgarie,
Il Wy « cucun doube jue le nouveau Gou-
vernement bulgure regrette bien toutes les uwesures
: qui awsient <t. prises S 17endroit-des juifls chez
40Us 2t qu? 1l W apyrouve aUCluudent, Ce gouveruemcll

. o . 1lintention d’«lliger le situstion aes juifs, ais,
,our des roisons bien couprchensibles, il ne pour-
reit pos proceucr X 1’«brog.tion luscuiate de lu loi
concerucnt les juifs, Toutefois, il est fermcuent
decidé a?ccarter tout arbitraire dans 1l’application
de cette loi Ge misie que toutes les sesures restric-
tives uon pruvues-per cile, bu socond. lieu le Gou-
verunemeunt bulg.re o duciae e faciliter L2.nigaratiol
des Juifs deusirant quitter le gays en redulsant,

g
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Guns cette iutention, .u stricte sinimuw les far-
elites ot e ceurtant tous obstacles,

Le Prusident du Couseil des wianistres bul-
gale « iuvite chez lui le consistoire juif en Bul-
verie ¢t o euw wu rong entretien wvec ses weuwbres
“u sujet de L. situstion des Jjuil duns le pays, I1
ieur « gurlc ces wmesures qu?il avait 12intentiown
de proiGre Lour dilsger leur situct-oun et pour fo-
cixiter ¢’-“L51“b10u ue ceux ul P auraient aosiroc,
LoBofio, y?¢i pu w’enguerir que les membres du Cou-
~istoire wrglc.nt sertls trds sotisfuits eb btrds
conteilts ae cette audicuce cliez le Premier winistre
buly.re cujuel ils wureient esprime leurs rewercie-
ents ot grktituue sour ses disositions,

Iu gondirel, je cous}ué}e que la posltigque
du nouvesu Guuvuruu cent bulgere T 1?igurd ez juils
Sl bwlrElutC a?un scnti‘ent d’g\ultv et a?inaa-
Gitl, Je nlesclus de .méuc. wes la ,Ouslblllt» g arl=
river greduellerent e t/,rOMyteant S % co:ple~
tenent vormcl Gens lo situation ces Julzs chexz uou@

chillez ugroer, cher iousieur Ciwon, 1’cs
surdice de mes sedlleurs sentluents,

woaikere, le b julllet I¢ 4, /{;& ’
' //iiz; ;42? X
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“iranslation®
THE MINISTER OF BULGAWLa
Desr Honsieur Simon,
In regard to the guesilon you ..iced, “ei Tive L0 « lurkish vessel which
could go to any Bulgarien P20rt to emterk Jewioh chiiuren from kumania, snd
possibly also Jewish children from Buleria, [ «m able to comnunicate to you
the followings
In prineiple, the bulgerion 'dwerament would have no objection to this, !
But for & settlement of thiz question 1 wouud bUELEST thet you uddress the
Bulgarian Hed Cross whicn, on iue p.rv, will submii the gquestion to the Government
in order to obtsin the latter's aeselnion, V
I take edvantage of this os30rtunity to shure with you the impressions which
I bringbsck from my lest short vi.iu in Bul, uris.
ﬁkahere is no doubt thut the new Sul eriia overament regrote exceedingly
all the measures which have been taken reyuruing Jews in our country, and

"

thut 1t does not in the leest &Pprove uhese mensures. This Government intends
to mitigate the situstion of the Jews. Bui, lor rea;;ns that will be readily
uwndrstood, it eould not proceed Lo snoul imsedistely the 1awrconcerning the
Jews, However, it is firmly decided Lo svoid sll arblirary sction in the

application of this léﬁ, as well «5 ull restrictive measures not provided for

by the law, In the second Plece, the Bul.erisn Government hus decided to

P
i




fecilitate the emizration of Jews desiring -0 leave the counwry, by ,Vx'eduoing,
for thi@_“ purpose, the administ,rativs formsliviss to & surlet minimgm and by
removing all obstacles.

The President of the Buwijurisn Couascil oi Ministvers has Invited: the Jewish
Consistory in Bulgarie to oonr;é to ses nilm wud ne he: hed a long cogvarsation
with its ‘mmbers concerning the situation o ae Jows in the country., He hus
Apoken to them of the steﬁa whicn ho lntended o toke to mitigate thelr
situstion and to facilitate uhs departure of uho.e who might desire to leave the
comtry. At Sofia I wes able Lo ascerisln thal lhe members of the Congistory
6@6 sway from the conversstiom, very woll c.ulefleu snd pl:aséd"viith Lheirr
visit to the Bulgarien Prime Hinisier o whom, [ undersiund, they expressed their
thanks snd gratitude for his §l.:.ns Lor une JEWS. '

In general, I conzlder th.t Llwi sollcy of :,iie new Bulgarian Givernment
toward the Jewg will be based on priaci;les oi equiny ung hr\ramun‘l.rtrarie;ni.sm.
Likewise, I do not exclude vhe possibiilty of reaching gradunlly ind quickly
a completely normal state i the situstion o nag Jéws in our coiuiﬁy. R

Please accept, dear Monsleur Simon, the assurance of my best SGntiniénts.

(cloned) BALABANOFF

" fnkave, July 25, 1944 -




'”Cher.Mbnsieur Simon,

Au sujet de & question soulevee par vous’ et relative h un bateau’
,‘turc qui puisse .aller prendre d'un port que]vmnque bulgara des enfants
K de julfs de Roumanie, évenmuellement des enfants de juifs de Bulgerie,-
.je suis on état de vous . communiquer se- qui suih S

Par principe le Gouvernement hulgare n'y aurait rien contre.Mais,
pour le rdglement de cette Question, je vous aurails recommandé de vous -
-adréssqr;§ la Croifoquge'bulgare;lgquell%{déusqn cﬁté,la soumettra aux‘
fins d'une-décision de la part du Gouvernemsnt. 7

Je profite de la présente occasion pour pértager avec vous les. im-
pressions que j'epporte de mon derngsr sourt séjour en ‘Bulgarie.

I1 n'?'a eucun doute gus lerhouveau Gouvernement bulgarse Tegretts
bien toutes les mesures qui avaient été prises h 1'endroit des Juirs

chez nous et qu'il n'approuve aucunement.ﬁﬂaﬁﬂmﬂmﬂ Ce Gouvernement a

<

Ll'intention d'alléger largemment le régime des juifs.J'ai méme'l’impres
sion que le Gouvernement a 1l'intention d'aproger & un moment opportun
les dois concernant les juifs.Toutefois,déé maintenant,il est fermeme;
décidé d'écerter tout arbitraire dans l'applicétion de ces lois,ds ménse
que toutes les mesures restrictives nom préfues par elles.En seconf
lieug,le Gouvernement bulgare a décidé de feciliter 1'érieration des
julfs désirant quitter le pays,en redulsant dans cetta intention,au
stricte minimum les formalité et en ecartqnt tous obstacles.

Le Président du Consellg des Miﬁistrés‘bulgare a invité chez 1lui
le consisgtoire juif de Bulgarie et a 8u un long entretien avnc ges
membres au sujet de la situation des juifs dans le pays 11 leur a parlé
d&S mesures gqu'il avait 1"intention de orendre pour alleger leur nanh
situation et pour facilitsr 1'eminratlon de. caux qui 1'auralent des1rée,

A Sofis, 3! ai pu m'enquérir que les membres du con51st01re seralent -

tout h falt d'accord avee les intentlons du Président du Consell et -

seralent partis tras satisfaits et tres contents de cette audience Ils

‘auraient exprimé 1qurs remer01ements et gratmruda pour ses dispositionsu
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géneral Je con91dhre que 1a polltique au nOuveau ‘gouernement .

e f k bulgare h l'avar& ded juifs sera empreinté d'un sentiment d'équite et

dthumanité.Je n' exclus mérie pas,Comme “je l'ai déja ait, 1a possibiljté

R d'arriver prochalnement a 1rétat complétamenﬁ ndrmel dens 18 situation

- -

des” juifs chez nous. "

Veuillez agreer cher Mortsisur SimonLl'assurancs de ™es meilleurs

[

santiments

Afkara,le 25 julllet 1944.




Deer fir, Simons

Regarding the subject-mentioned by you relative to-a _Tufkish
boat which»could 2o and get from a certain Bulgérian port Jewish
children from Rumanie, and eventually Jewish 'children'from Bhlgaria,

- I am now able to imorm you of the following? '

In prinoiple, the Bulgarian Government is not mntrary to this,.
iBut for t he settlement of this question I would refer you: to the
Bulgarian Red Cross which will subsequently submit the question
to the decision of the Government, '

I take this ogcasion to inform you of my impressions which I
bring fraan my last short visit to Bulgaria. 7

rthere is no doubt whatever tuat the new Bulgarian -.xovernment -
regrets the measures which were taken with regard to the Jews at
home and does not approve of them at alle This VGovernment Lntemis
substantially to mitigate the situation of the Jewse I even have
the lmpression that the Government has the intention.to abrogabe
at an -opportune mon;ént the laws concerning the Jews. . However, at
the p esent moment 1t ls firmly decided tor do away with any
arbitration in the application of these laws as well as with all -
restrictive measures not provided by such laws. Secondly, the
Bulgarian Government has decided to faéilitaté ‘the ,emig;—'ratrionaof :
Jews desiring,t o leave the country, by reducingA to fhé’vrstriot
xninimum the usual formalities and by doing away with a1l obstacles,

The -Presildent of the Eulrrarian Councll of Minlaters haa invited
to his house Lhe. Jewish "consistoire" of Bulgaria and has had &
long 1nterview \vith its members on the subjeci: of the aituation of
the Jews In the country. He spoke to then of the measures whioh
he intended to take to improve their situation and to f‘acilitate the

emigration of- those who— desired to emigrate. -
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At Sofia, I was able to ascertain that the members of the .
‘Moonsistoire” must have been In complete accord with the
" intentions of the Fresident of the Council and must have left

‘very satisfled and pleased with this conferences They must have

exprossed thelr thenlks end gratitude for his intentions,

In general, I © nsider that the policy of the new Bulgarlian
Governm¥nt with regard to the Jows will be of ‘& sontiment of 7
£ justice and humenity. I do not exélude from my opinion, as I
have airéady mentioned, EPe possibility of reocing soon a
completely normel state iﬁ the sljuation of tha Jews ab home,

Accept, dear Hr, Simon, the assurance of my bast sentimenta.

(S) T“ALABANOFF

finkara, July 25, 1944




tear. ¥r, Slooms

7ugard1m; the subjeot meutioned by you vel lative to o Turkish boat

:7 7wirxich could go and got from a certain Bulgerden port Jowish ohildren -
Vfrcm Humania; and evuntuaily Jewinh ohiddren frem Bulgerda, I am
& now able to inform you of the following!: k
In prinoiple, the Bulgardan Govertment 1s not contrery to this.
Put for tho sattlement of this qﬁestion I would refor you to the
Fulgarian Red Cross which Will subsoquently submit ihe question
4o the daoision of the Uovornment. )
1 taka this ocoasion to inform you of my- mproxmions which I
bring from my lsst short vielt to Bulgeria.
) There is no doubt whatever that the new. Bulgux‘ian Govexmwnb

regrets t.ha maasures vwhich weroe taken w:lth mgar& to the Jews &t home -
end does not approve of t.hu;’u_at 8lls This Govommnt hon-the<intentdon i
% J; PV~

of the Jews. X evon have tho
irxpression that the Coverrment hup the int.ention to at the can
opp“une moment the puewent luws concerning the Jmm. l(omvor.
at @; present moment it 1o fimly dooided t6 do ‘aney With any
arbitration in the applicntion of these lawe & mll aa with all
restrioctive medsures not provided by such laws. :eoondly, the Mgarinn
Govermmt han dacided to fameilitabe tho umigx'auon of Jevs desiring to
lenve the oount.ry, by reducing to the strict minimum the udual fmnauuos
and by doing nwaw with all obstacles,
fhe President. of tho Bulgarian Council of aﬁninﬁoﬂ hue mvited to
_ his house the Jawish "amintoire" of Bnlgarla and- haa hed 8 long im.er-
o § ' S vi.ew \uth ﬁ,s mmbern on the aub.ject of tha aituation of the Jows
: 1n eho sountry. He spoke to thea of the meas\xrea whieh he" 1nt»ended hw

tako to mpm thotr situation and to t‘aonitat,c zm em!.grau.on ot
Lthon who dean'ed o mamee. T
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At Sofis, I vap able to th mcmborn of tho "conuistoiro" s 4

: “"" %M—aw with the intentions of the Preaident of the Council M e

M ane!- laft. very sablefied and ‘with thia oom'orenco. . They
expressod their ttumka and sratitmia for his h\f.ont,!.ona.

r that the poldoy of the new Pulgarisn

Governmont with rogard to the Jove will be of o sentiment of j\mt:l.oa and

E n genersl, I conslde

I huve alrea;ly mentioned,

" humanitys I do not exclude from my opinion as
of conplote noruslity

the poseibility of arriving at an oarly date to & sbate

in the oitupbion of the Jows at home.

Aooept, dear Mr, Simon, the asaumnco of my bast sentiments.

/s/ BALABANOFF

Ankava, July 25, 1944




Paragraph 4 ‘(original letter of Julx,25,'1944, addressed. to

Simond by Balabanoff}:

"y & % Ce gouvernement & l'intention d'alleger la situation des
juifs. Mails, pour des raisons blen comprehansibles, 11 ne pourralt
immediate
pas proceder : l'abrogation/de 1a ' loi concernant les julfs,"
" 3 % This Government intends to mitligate the situation of the
Jews, But, for reasons that will be readily understood, 1t could
¥not proceed to annul immediately the law concerning the Jews,™

Paragraph 4 (revised letter of July 25, 1944, addressed to

Simond by Balabanoff):

“# % % Ce Gouvernement a 1l'intention d'alleger largement le regime

des julfse J'al meme l'impression que la Gouvernement a 1'1nténtion

d'abroger & un moment opportun les lois co ncernant les- julfs.”
U5 3% # This Government intends substantially to mitigate the éitu&tion
of the Jews, I even have the 1mpre§sion that' the éovernment has
ﬁhe intention to abrogate at an opportune moment the laws concern=-
ing the Jews." V
Paragraph 5 (original letter)
"# % 4 A Sofla, jtal pu m'ehquerir que iesrmembres du -Consistoire
seraient partls trés satlsfaits et trds dbntentér@e‘cette‘aﬁdience
obe." o '
: 7 :

"y s wAt Sofias I was able to ascertain that the membevs:of the Con-
sistory came away from the conversatlion vefy woll satlsfied and
pleased ete." 7
Para ar 6 _(rovised let
"# % % A Sofiae; jtal pu m'enquerir que les membrés du .consistolre
seraient tout & failt d'accord avec lgé'iﬁfentioﬁé du Presldent du
Consell et seralent partis trds satisfalts et,tréé contents etc.”
Uy % AL Séfia I was able to ascertain that thezdonsistory'mﬁét

- have been in complets accord Wiyh the intentions of - the President

of the Gouncil and must have left very satisfied and pleased ete."
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Last sentence, body of original letter of dJuly 25

. A M ok o Je n'exclus de méme pas la possibilit! dtarriver graduellemernt

"ot pfomptement‘h 1tétat completement normsl ete."

"I do not exclude the possibility of reaching gradually and quickly
a completely normal state otec,"
e )

Lést sentence, body of reviged letter of July 26

Uy % % Je n'exclus mdme pas, comme je 1'ail d§jd dlt, la possibilité
dlarriver prochainement & 1'dtat completement normal ete."
Ui % %I do not exclude, as"I have already said, the possibility of -

reaching soon a ® mpletely normal sbate etc,"
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dJul, <3, 1944
Meporandum for Mr. lielleys

Upor my return 't,o Ankera I wes laformed by donsieur Simond of the
International Rad Crosa vhat the bugg,ewmn n:d been nmda ‘that one of the
alternnt.s.ve auggest.iona to permit the voyage of the $.H. Tari wu.n refugess
wa§ to request. of the Bulparisn goverma-nt uust it releuse the boat from Burgas
with the necessary Bulgarisn pspers and exit viaes tor the Tefugees. I was
informed by him that rhevihacI disoussed the mattur with Ambaseador Steinhardt
who mguested hih to ssoure autvhorisstion on Lhé above from Num'au. Simond
reports that both he and Ambassador Steinbardt received the agreement of Nunanv =
to permit the boat to sall from a Bulywrian port provided Bulgarign and
_Bussian safe conducts wers réceived, and not German sui‘er'r conduct.

7 The matter was left with M. Balubunoff Lo tske up wiih the Bulgarian
offioials on his recent visit to Sofia.

Upon Balabanoff?!s return, yesterday, in an Lntéxjvlew—with me and Simond, he
i‘eported for his government that it had agreed to Lhe above, suggeh'oing however
"that the arrangements be made by request of uhe mnernational Hed Crosa repre-
sentative here, througb the Bulgarisn ued Cross repreaentat,j.ve in Emfia, to
which Simond agreaed. ,

In view of Nuﬁan's departure from the official scene Simc;!idi mf;‘épda t.oi ‘ :
take up the matter with Ssracoglu, and it hus been suggespad that the conocurrence
in Human's agréamnt be requested by you of Jarmcoglu &t the sama' time.

In view of the charter agreement now é;ns.r.in'g between the Unlted Stat_ei P

‘and Turkish Governments on the $,S8, Tari and the lantér 's apparently generous




-

at.tit.ude towards Ambassador Steinhardi in nou demanding the penslty for the

wvessel's inaction for the purpose of carrying refugees, the Turkish Government
#. ghould look with favor upon the feasability of the abqve plan-'vvhich will acerus
i “to it & minimum of 96,000 Turkish liras i'or only ons voyage. The agsumption
- is that once ihe Taxfi concludes a successiul voyage that there will be additional
trips for which we ;ill make finsnclul wrrangements with the Turkish shippiﬂg

Vofficials TR . i. #. Hirschmemn
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July 21, 1044

Membrandum of conversation held at 12315 P.M.. .

. July 21, 1944, with Dr. Blaek.

Pursuant,to my previous conversation with Dr,Blaeck and the
nmemorandwn dsted July 15, 1944 which Y handed to him covering the
background ofﬂthe;successful 1ialson between Cretzianu for the‘
Rﬁmanian Government and myself, and the request fqr sinilay

~assistance of the Bulgarian Government for the release of Jewish
k)

irefugees, Dr. Black visited me and reported as follows:

- le He had reéson to know that I would be given‘favorable news
through Balabanoff, the Bulgarian Miniétcr, when I meet o
him within the next few days; -

That B, has wade the request to soe me;

That in his wrecent visit to Séfia he was Informed of &

reversal of the poliecy of the Bulgarian Government with

regafd to minorities and Jewé éhd that he would seek every
possible means of winning our goodwillrthrough offorts
connected with the release of'refugees.
I was informed that the hesd of the pollce in Bulgaria
i1gsued a statement (not public) in whieh he stated that the
Government will facilitate all police permlts ﬁédeséary for the

_release of refugees. : L S »

In the latter connection it is imﬁoftant'tbrreméﬁbér that
while the Bulgarian Govermment may approveAthé felease of iefugeas
fromJﬁulgéria, enorﬁous complexities of & technieal nature,will
intérfefe. Six different . types of perﬁitsiare required pefore &

person may leaée the country. They are,péxilmilitary,
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In normel times these o rmits were avallable ‘at Government head- - -
qﬁérter_a which ‘Were :oentered in Sofias Sinee the /severe 2bomblxixg‘
c;t‘ _Sofia .the Government offices have been moved to various eities

and 1t 1is neées’sm for m eitizen to-travel a,bﬁﬁidérably: to.

seeure the . cerbifieates.u :In addition, many of the forms have . besn

lost in the bombing and tha movings There will be mueh obstruction

and delay in sny authorization for oitizens to leave the"-"cﬁunﬁi'y.

Iq;ag!d;ition, $ransportation facilitles are strained:to the' utmost,

also due to the bombing, and 1% will be.a difficult mettes for

evacueens to reach Burgas, the one posgible port of debarcation.
" The best possible solution is for children to be given priority"

and placed on the boats and trains, They will not reguire certlfi- - .

cates of release. It 4s possible in this connection that parents

may not be willing to separate themselves from the children,

- gspecielly since the announcement has been made that no further
personal or physicsl persecutions will take place in Bulgaria,
There are, however, hundreds of ahildren who are without parents
or homes who should be corraled and sent by boat and rail to
Istanbul snd Palestine,

In my proposed conversatlon wij:h B, I am: %o ;éqUeet bﬁer.’.him

that: /

1., He should give me in writing a statement of the “Ir esent
7 attitude of the Bulgarian Government on the questidn of
minorities and Jows; ' .
2, Information concerning Draganoff‘s reocent meeting with the
Jewish authorities end ‘his statement, .
My underatanding 4is that they are to be treated
"1ike all Bulgarian oitizens within the framework
of the Bulaarian 1aw which still contains the tuo
: ,anti-Jewish 1aws which are severe and which reduce-

the Jews to eeonomie pariehs;
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3+ He will state the position of the Bulgarian Govefnméntb
regerding its wlllingness tq_parmit'Jewish refugees to

leave the country.

1 will request of B, that he authorize me to send &
specific telegram with his own quotation on the above suggzestions,
and also inform him of my intention to utilizaAthis for good-
will for the present Bulgarian Government in our own Government
and for publicity to our people in the United States,

I will 2180 ask B, if there will be any tobacco available
for Américan buyers when the war 1is ooncluded; and possibly-af
this tine, :

Arrangements should be made for me to see B, during Simond's

ebsence in Switzerland,
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. . . Referring to our discussion of resterday, in February
1944, I met with .ilexandre Cretzianu, il.inister to ankara
from Rumania acting under the power vested in the by Pre-
sident Roosevelt's “jar Refugee Board pernitting me- to deal

. with “enemy territory". I made three rejuests of the Ru-
. ; manian kinister:
1)To disband the disease-ridden camp at Transnistria
M containing 48,000 Jewish refupees. -

2)To release 5,000 children’ and facilitate their pas-
sage to Constznza; and to expedite the debarkation of

ships containing these refugees from Gonstanza to Istanbul
and taifa. .

3)To arranre to have antonescu issue an order which
would cause a cessation of all forms of nersecution and
repressive acts against Jewish citizens.

within less than a week Cretzianu brought back a
message from his government categorically agreeing to the
above steps, Confirration of the break-up of the camp
in Transnistria was containing a telegram to us by the

T

_ International Red Cross in Rumania.

A8 a result of these rmoves, T believe the door has
been opened for good will by the present Rumanian govern-
ment and our government. The above steps were publicized
dracatically and extensively in the United States. " On my
visit to the United States in 4April I took the occasion '
to emphasize and to have placed on-record in the State.
Department the affirmative steps wiich ‘were taken by the
Rumanian government in connection.with the above. On my-
return to inkara I reported these results to Llinister
Cretzianu and have renuested further steps of the Rumanian
governuent which he is now transmitting to Bucharest,

TFollowing the success of these efforts an interview
was arranged for similar purposes’in February with the
iinister to 3ofia, i'r. Balabanoff. Lr, Balabunoff was
;pleasant and friendly and agreed to transmit 1y request
- to the then Bulgarian governnment. He has received no .
reply and so informed me before I left- for the United
States., The comparison between .the attitudes of the Ru-
nanian and Bulgarian cgovernments with rYepard to.the hu-
manitarian appeal umade by our government - namely the
rejection by Bulgaria - made a strong impression in ‘ia-
shington, :




it

Unon my return to .nkara in June I rezuested a further
interview with ir. Belabanoff with the view to suyvesting
that the sazme requests be put before the new government of
Rulzaria,. I understznd thst the inicter now in Lofias,
I am strou~ly of the opinion that sood will which cah be
11y evaluated &t the propsr time, ezn-Le won by the pre-
sent Bulgurien ~overmaent il they cun See advantares to then
ol maging the following stens:

l)Peruitting and helnins facilitate refuree :ovemant
Tro:: or throw Turxer by rail to the cxtent
of 2ot less thzn 500 geonle & week, 1In order to sive ac-
surances that there will he ro. penzlty Irom loose conversa-
tione &t the r=ilvay terninnls, we will ~uarantee that
these refugecs will be vell imnmunized from outer contacts.
e will arreg tuet these refugees iay in the early stares
consist of children and possibly old peonle, - But the traf-
fic must be an uninterrunted flow. - :

2)Coonerstion in pernmitting o ine -fucilitute
the debarkation of i

ian norts,

informed by
nkxars has with him to
sofia & memorandum concerning o pronosed voyace of Turkish
s/s Tari fror. a Rulgarizn nort to a Turkish port. The s/s
Tori is rpow undazr churter soreerent hetween the United
Stutes covernent with the Turkish ~-overnnent and the
coopneration of the Tulcurinn government ia nermittinge and
arranging for the :ovenent of refugees through one of their
norts by thisishic uld be a drenetic stroke which would

be rejorted in & highly publicized wey throughout the United
States, ’

3}/ statecent by the present Bulgarian government that
all persecuted and repressive measures against Jews will
cease.and that henceforth they will be treéated like other
Bulgarian citizens. - - :

. S

In return for the above, I canpive assurancés- that
such action on the part of the Bulgarian government would --
constitute an important contribution toward reestablishing
good-will with the govermmsnt of the United States and that
the American people will be made aware of these steps
through publicity of an effective nature.

T. As: lirschmann







