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At the time of the deportation of the Jews residing in
Tarace and liacedonia (Bulgarian-Occupied) able-bodied men
were retained in the country, while the others were sent
to Poland end the Ukraine. The Bulcars and the Germans
shared at the time this sretutous manpower. Jews who
remained in Bulgarian hands were utilized for diverse
works in the country, living within concentration camps
after working hours.

Test October 15 the fGermans asked the Bulmars to hand
over these Jewish workmen, who numbered nearly 20,000
for labor in central Europe. The Bulgars complied with
this request, after raisin~ certain obstacles, and were
thus deprived of this manvower and several current works
remained in suspense.

In order to fill this cap the Bulgars had recourse to
able-bodied Greek men remaining in the occupied regions.

Toward the end of 1last month a first convoy of Greeks was
directed toward Bulmaria proper and since then the Bulgarian
military authorities carry out "sweeps" and concentrate

at Dedeacach all able-bodied Greeks Dbetween the ages 18 and 35.

Tis hes ceaused a new exodus of Greeks who, In spite of
'all oppressive measures theyhave undergone, had remained on
native soil.
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JewsSay Bulgaria
Fails on Promises

The American Jewish Commyy.
tee appealed o the United States,

armistice with
the Uniteq Natfons more than
two months 880,

Former Justlce'Josepﬂm-‘
kg dent of the committee,

Vel Telegram
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- | it New Hork Simes.
': ' JAN 31 1045

_ JEWS HERE CRITICIZE
RACISH’ IN BULGARIA

The American Jewish Committee
: declared yesterday thwt Bulgaria
L had had “ample time” in the two
and a half months since signing an
armistice with the United Nations
i to halt discrimination against
Jews. The committee said it had
appealed to the Governments of
- the United States, Great Britain
and Soviet Russia “to do every-
thing in their power toward re-
moving discrimination still in force
against the Jews in Bulgaria and
restoring te them their rights and
possessions.”

Former Justice Joseph M. Pros-
kauer, president of the committee,
charged the Bulgarian Government
with making “promises to the Jews
which it does nét honor.”

“The Government,” he wrote,
“announced that seizure of Jewish
property would be nullified, but’
at the same time it has showed
that no Bulgarian will be com-
pelled to give up any Jewish pos-
sessions that he acquired under the
German or Bulgarian Nazis.”

The former justice declared that
Bulgaria's indifference to the
plight of its Jews, fellowing simi-
lar Rumanian indifference, must
be viewed as “a local symptoh of
& widespread evil that shoul{ be
!rooted out everywhere.” He alded
jthat, “an environment of the jport
beinf fostered by the Bulgarian
authprities is extremely favorable
to the perpetuation of a raeist and
fasch)t spirit harmful to the cause
lof the United Nations.”




Bulga;it;;(;i—dnmni-JewisixLaWs .
SOFIA, Bulgaria, March § ().—|

'The ministerial council yesterday
adopsgg_‘lt;grls‘}pﬁon mntiyine  all
anti-JeWwlsit ovders and regula-
tions. It provides for- total resti-

tution of property and other rights!
,to:Bulgarian Jews, )
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i " CROSS REFERENCE on BULGARIA (1) ... . . . . . ..

FOR:

Amendment to this License . . . , . , . .
Extension of this License . . . . . .,

Renewal of this License

i

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)
AR
2 ,

RN
1. FORXMATERIAL CONCERNING MEDICAL NEZDS IN BULGARIA,

SEE: 1, RUMANIA (1)
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T cuble below for icClelland is WRd 509,
: *

Flease deliver perephrese of the following messope
/

{ i
to Saly .ayer, oi. Uell, from il.s. Lecvilt of smeriecen

~ywish doint Distrivution Committee!
i

For gecurity reasons the

UUie  Pleese zdvise VWilliam Fildermen thet pedicel
ppolies for Roumeniz Bulizrle in werehouse nere cweiting
iipoient. Ve higve on..ortunity ship arc filler spece these .
ipplies on United Ytates boute going direetly Black Jea
ort cerrylng rellsf séppliee for Polund Cgzechoslovikla,

Lt Fildermen wrronge witih apnropritie authorities that

ese supplies Dbe unloéded end trensported inlcnd, If

text of this message must
Pnrlor~ly ruprdgd. o

gnere,should be difficulties securing suca clexrance

quickly ve can ship to Calro ond transehlp from there but
tils will take much longer, Fle:se have Fllderncn advise
goonect. «lso sek Fildermen urronge lisve Poumenicn Govern=

nent give nmerloah ¥igeion Buchecrest lmport specific license

for narcotics, Uli UOTE GREW
- Acti: -/
o i , GHY;
VROV S B Tt Sk -
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GABLE TO AMERICAN LEGATIUH, BENH, TOR uCOLELLAND, FiOW TR AR KEFUGHE DOARD

Flease deliver the following messnge to Sely Mager, 9. Gall, from ¥. A.

#. Leavitt of imerican Jewish Joint Distribution Comnittast

JIOTE PLEASE ADVISE GILLIAM FILDEREAN THAT MEDIOAL SUPFLIES
PORRUBANTIA BULGARIA IN WARKSDUSE BEAEAWAITING SHIPMEY. WE
HAVE OPPORTUNITY SHIP AS FILLER SPAGW THESR SUPFLIES ON

(GLOADED AND TRAMSFORTED IHLAMD. IF TNERE SELD BE UIFFICULTIES
SECUHIEG SUCH CLEARARCE QUICELY SE UAR SAIP TO CAIRD AND TRAMNS-
SHIP FROM THERR BUT JHIS wILL TAKE MUCH LONGER. PLBEASE HAVE
FILDERSAN ADVISE SOUREST. ALSQ ASK FILDROMAN ARBARGE THAT
POAMANTAR GOVEHMERT GIVE AMIRICAR MISSION BUCAREST IMFOWD
SPEGIFIC LICENSE FOR MARCOTIGS. UBGIOTE

THIS IS WR3 2ERY CATLE #C. 307

%,{Lf)g/ f/zs//g g
(W ,ﬁx’/ﬂ/f%‘ o 7

9145 a.m.
April 25, 1945
tiss Chauncey (for the Secly), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Yodel, Hutcnisen,

be

McCormack, C'Dwyer, Files.

By 4jZ[45
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April 20, 1945.
cables to be sent through channels of War Refuges Board

1. To Saly Mayer, St. Gall, Switgerland

PIEASE ADVISE WILLIAM FILDERMAN THAT MEDICAL SUFPLIES FORROUMANIA BULGARIA
1N WAREHOUSE HEREAWAITING SHIPMENT. WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY SHIP AS FILLER SPACE
] THESE SUPPLIES ON UNITEDSTATES BOATS GOING DIRECTLY BLACK SEA PORT CARRYING

RELIEF SUPPLIES FUR POLAND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. CAN FILDERMAN ARRANGE WITH
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES THAT THESE SUPPLIES BE UNLOADED AND TRANSPORTED
INIA:ND. IF THERE SHOUID BE DIFFICULTIES SECURING SUCH CLEARANCE QUICKLY

WE CAN SHIP TO CAIRO AND TRANSSHIP FROM THERE BUT THIS WILL TAKE MUCH LONGER.
PLEASE HAVE FILDERMAN ADVISE SOONEST. ALSO ASK FILDERMAN ARRANGE THAT

ROUVANIAN GUVERNMENT GIVE AMERICAN MISSION BUCAREST IMPORT SPECIFIC LICENSE

LEAVITT

FOR NARCOTICS (
JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
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March 31, 1940

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Harold
Trobe was received through the United States Embasay
in Lisbon under date of March 28, 1946t

“Purther our 196. Filderman concerned non-
arrivel medicines. States illness ilnoreasing
daily. Uprges you do all possible expedite
shipment, this also additional amounts re-
quested for Hungary. Please advise." '

Very truly yours,

iSrened} ¥larance dodai

Florence Hodel
Asslstant Exegutive Dlirector

Hr. M. A, Leaviit, Secretary,

American Jewish Jolnt Distribution Commlites,
270 Madlson Avenue,

New York 16, New York.

J

&

‘RBHutohison: 3/31/46




- A-.PA%';MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
| ] , , CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
GEK-534 TLAIN
i 7
Lisbon

Dated Harch 28, 1945

= . Rec'd 8:45 a.m., 30th,

Secretary of State,

e CONTROL COPY

680, Twenty-eighth
X
"/RB 370, JDC 207.
X . 7
FOR LEAVITT FROM HAROLD TROBE
Further our 195. Filderman concerned non-arrival
/
medicines. States illness inereasing daily. Urges
you do all possible expedite shipment, this also
v

additional amounts requested for Hungary. FPlease advisea

CROCKER
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DEPARTMENT OUTGOING © - DIVISION OF

OF : CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE -I(;FI(LT{EGFE RAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
URTHTIRY]
CENTRA <ERYVIGES Z?)/D

1945 R 13 Pt 3 09 . (’7 —2S—
- o 7 ’ PLET. -
D“ March 9, 1945
AMOGHBYUL

JERUS.aE

> .
50, Niath. /
Fleacs deliver the folloving message to the Jeudsh

neney, Jerusalem, fron arieh Tartaﬁ3uer, ;oriarJewish
Conurecs, throwgh var 2efugee board,

<U0wn  Hyve declded tragnemit 50,000 pod%&cclothg;g
for Jous uuigafia cable mhiether trad;portation possible
-ith your cooperation. Ul=UOYE

GRiSW
{actin
et

RutidiViis ' NE 51 S
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CABLB TO AMRRICAN CONSUVLATE GENERML, JENUSALEM, FROM THE AR REFOER DOsAD
' Flease deliver the following messsge to the Jewish Agenoy,
Jeruselen, from Arieh Tartaiower, World Jewieh Congress:

SIOTE UAVE IGCIDED TRANSMIT 50,000 FOURDSCLOTHING MOR JES
DULOARIA CABLE WHETHRR THANSPORTATICN POSSIBLE %ITH YOUR
COOPERATION, UNGIOTR :

S e i

9/'5,‘4.' EZE ™
v
3-7-vD

ﬁﬂ REfutehisont  3/3/45
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

LONDON Canres: Coneress, New York
55 New Cavendish St., W 1

TeLkpHONE:  ClRCLE 6-1900

#HGENEVA
37 Quai Wilson .
BUENOS AIRES In reply refer to: Pebruary 28, 1945
! Corrientes 1979 No. 334

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi P. O. B. 471

Brig. Gen, William O'Dwyer, Executive Director

MONTREAL War Refugee Board
1121 St. Catherine St. W Treasury Buildinb
MEXICO CITY Washington, D. C.

Sonora 1744
Dear General O'Dwyer:

May I ask you to have the following message transmitted
through the facilities of the Wepartment of State:

MTo:  Jewish Agency, Jerusalem
From: Arieh Tartakower

Have decided transmit 50,000 poundsclothing for Jews
Bulgaria cable whether transportat:l\.;m possible with
your cooperation.®

Thank you for giving this matter your kind attention, .

KRG:bm Regfue Department

PENT




——

March 8, 1945

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The follawing message for you from Harold Trobe wes received
through the Amsricen Esbessy in Lisbon under date of March 6, 1945:

*Filermsn cabled Roumsnisn Government granted license
importation medicines worth $60,000 from United States.
Delivered suthorisation to AMPOLAD. Eangary urgently
damands medicsmsnts same valus for exantematic typlus
also insulin sulfanimides nsosalvarsan disenfectants.
Probably more than 100,000 Jews will return to Hungary
and northern Trensylvania from Poland and Oersmany also
10,000 Jews deported from France Delgium Jermany othsr
countries end Jews originally from Poland., Therdfore
implore double quantity medicaments destined Eoumenia.
- Balgarie asks medicaments tools clothing food. Roumsnisn
Government granted entrsnce visas Passman Trobe but
necessary obtain visas froam inter-Allied Comaission.®

Very trulyyours,

Yiorence Hodal
Agsistant Executive Director

Np. B. A, Ieavitt, Secretary,

Americsn Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
270 Nadison Avenve,

How York, 16, New York.

_ W&x’cebieonir 3[84s




<TMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

CENTRAL SERVICES
'I;E!(.;.{EG)N G RAM TELEGRAPH SECTION,
ViSION OF A
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16 R 7 M1 28

JB-744 PLAIN
0c/L Lisbon
LIAISON
- 0 Dated March 6, 1945

Rec'd 10:11 p.m,

i CONTROL RO

503, Sixth
WRB 352, JDC 195, TOR LZAVITT FROI HAROLD TROBE .

Pilsrman cabled Roumanian Government granted licence

importation medicines worth 60,000 from United States.

Deliversd authorization to AMPOLAD., Hungary urgently
demands medicaments scme value for exantematic typhus
also insulin sulfanimides neosalvarsan disenfectants.
Probably more than 100,000 Jéws will return to Hungary
and northern Transylvania from Poland and Germany also
10,000 Jews deported from France Belgium Germany other
countries and Jews originally from Poland., Therefore
implore double quantity meliecaments destined Roumania.
Bulgaria asks medicaments tools clothing food. Roumanian
Covernment granted entrance visas Passman Trobe but

necessary obtain vises from inter-Allied Cormission,

CROCKER
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L] e Secretary of ttate, Tashingten
e imerican GConsulate feneral, Jerusalen
PRV H Tebruary 14, 1945
‘N:'F%'H: 35 o )
== (ONTROL COPY

PO AR UTUNLT R0ARD,
. <
»lease deliver following messare to Judazh !'agnes from M, i, leavitt

of imerican Jevish Joint Nistribution Cermittee:

L4 v

o connlebine arrangements cooperation M 'T’.j{.’l shipmont end
reoruary umania and Tulgarda mcdlcuments costing %66,000 to help
ccrbat epidemic ponseclarion besis arsas prodeominently Jewlisho
As experiment woe included one thousand ampules penicilin which
requires continuous reflrigeration, Please investigate pos-
sibilities arranring eir transport from ilexzndria for penicilin
and adviso,

CHEN
(seting)

) i , » : - DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11- 72

By R. H. Parks DateSEE_l 5 1972
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CLALE WO ARE! ICH 'CC‘»I‘:’SULATE-GBNETAL, JERJSALIM, FRON AR HEFUGEE BOARD,

Plesse deliver following Fesrage to Judab Megnes finom ¥, A Loavitd
of Auerieen Jawish Joint fistribution Committens

SOOTE  UE GOMPLETING AIGANOEMENTS COOPERATION UNRPA SHIPMENT

END FRBRUARY RUMANIA ANC BUIGARTA MEDICAMINTS GOSTING £60,000

T2 HELP COMBAT EPIDERIC NONSPOTARIAN BASIS AR¥:S PREDOUINANTLY
JELION, AS RXPTEIMENT wp INCLUDING ONE THOUSAND AMPULES PENICILIN
WHICH PRQUIRES CONTINUOUS REFRIGFRATION, PLEAEE INVBSTIGATY
POFSIBILITIES ARRANGING AIR TRANSPORT FRON ALEXANDRIA FOR PERICILIN
AHD ADVISE,  UNGUOTE -

2:30 p.m,.
February 9, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston,
Hodel, . MeCormack, O'Dwyer, Files
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The Following Pages Are the Best Available
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In order to corbrt tynhus ‘epiderics ir ’?um&nia «nd 'ulyaria,
. i
I - the sweerlesn Jewish Joint Jistribution ¢

,onmittee 'lm‘ nurchased:
f :

s1xty thousand dollars verth of medicesl sup ]ieu in tre Unitéd

States " Xpeetations ers that a,—portlonicﬁf the_so supulies will
ba i“ ed in tre very Iir ur f‘"uturo.r 0P the total arount., fhrae—

iunrters has been alloted to ‘umshia mnd f.’iul{.;arié '“11]'.',,1‘9.ceive
: L ] y : :

IR Ahe bzl nee. Conslsnees will be jsurice s

eus, 5oCid; snd
il'iam ilZe-ran, }‘\ioharect. ';I‘e'?rﬁ

osunlios Al

Jor vs . v ‘the 'ft;: c~' re to » lis 1on o
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Ztate, . Jashinston

ic""i' Soiisul,. Jerusalern

: ]zobru wy 10, 1943

: CFromCar Vefugeo Board.
D / ‘ A
Lroase delive follovin~ resvarmm to Juasl agne s frcr'
iTe .¢ Lervitt o of orricuan Jewish Joint Jlutribution Com Ai(.t <]
Y ]
Servurstein raauests you enblo i i'"‘ediat'olv

7<<'

route ~nd destinestion e.ch trrns "ot‘t in orler ageury

} : quiiek deliverr., &vist chether yvouonlarning nd ditional
Lo u._i ri'rte ko Mit. Iro:, Jeheran -nd con?t..nt Se Je. purchasing ;

) i . v
throwsh UMHIRL f.-:'gilities sixty ' noustne doll s med
L PN -/ 7

suv:iles for Rurmnie o arig ‘—"i'o'n 7)re'*‘nul" can. b,

shizie :_nl",v'in alexandria. Eﬂilin_. vou list a\l" lim,.

ding veur rurcla sius Lo 16

LU ady 1“( s'uu s mry c“nnot uuarn:e"e—

foT yic:uc:l .;u‘ lleo or co ton v_:rns.' our: fifty' thousamd

1;1t'~nc1 ol

“or ‘olano 06 et -for a\mnu;r,l:LP tm, lulf‘ufia but

¢ countries fur- gréé_u,er thn ve’ can’ meot. :




‘visit furenia.. If Passman brepared station Fishzohn

permanently Bucharcsi we crn Tt open matter *ith £1Iied

Control Sormission on this besis. flease advise, - Sugpest

Passgan apply Tor Pulgarisn visa and advis: us-result.

R
(~cting)




CABLE TO AMEBICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, JERUSALEM, FROM VAR REFUGEE BOARD,

Please deliver Eollowing message to Judeh Magnes from M, A, Leavitt
of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee:

® QUOTE  SOMMERSTEIN RECUESTS YOU CABLE HIM IM:EDIATELY ROUTE AND
DESTINATION FACH TRANSFORT IN ORDER ASSURE QUICK DELIVERY. ADVISE
FHETHYR YOU PLANNING ADDITIONAL SHIPMENTS TO HIM FROM TEHERAN AND
CONTENTS., WE PURCHASING THROUGH UNRRA FACILITIES SIXTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR RUMANIA BULGARIA WHICH PRESENTLY CAN
BE SHIPPED ONLY VIA ALEXANDRIA. MAILING YOU LIST SUPPLIES,
REGARDING YOUR PURCHASES FROM MIDDLE EAST SUPPLY CENTER UNRRA
ADVISES US THEY CANNOT GUARANTEE REPLACEMENT EITHER FOR MEDICAL
SUPPLIES OR COTTON YARNS. OUR FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR APPROPRIATION
FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES ORIGINALLY INTENDED FOR POLAND AND HOT FOR
RUMANIA AND BULGARIA BUT REALIZE NFEDS THESE COUNTRIES FAR
GREATER THAN WE CAN MEET. STOCKHOLM ABLE SHIP MEDICAL SUPPLIES
POLAND QUICKLY VIA LENINGRAD AND WE AUTHORIZING PURCHASES TWENTY-
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS. WE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED CLEARANCE FOR
PASSMAN VISIT RUMANIA. 'IF PASSMAN PREPARED STATION FISHZOHN
PERMANENTLY BUCHAREST WE CAN REOPEN MATTER WITH ALLIED CONTROL COM—
#ISSION ON THIS BASIS PLEASE ADVISE., SUGGEST PASSMAN APPLY FOR
BULGARIAN VISA AND ADVISE US RESULT, UNQUOTE

4:C0 p.m.
February 7, 1945

Kiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cohu, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel,
McCormack, &'Dwyer, Files N

VA
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STATE .} tyitnibion of 1'[ GRAM®Y <, lﬁééEGRAPH SECTION

readings: only by spocl SEIAF}).WEM},% %T&TE
arronganents W
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1965 JAN 27 10 35 / L
* COUIL.if - ATIO
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A REGORaS
(LIAISON)
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Plaase deliver parepurase of the {ollowiny resaape 1o

v —
Robert Pilpel, 4% Hua auvea, Lisbon, from li. A, Legvitt,

v
ameriean Jewish Joint Distribution Commitise!
v [
QUOTE 1Hpgnen requested UNRRA make avallable mediosl

v v :
supplies combat cpidemics Roumsnia Bulgaria. UNRRa not

position presently operplc those countries dut ready orooure

v A
eupplies ror our socount value G0,000. Cable us names

coneignees Roumania Bulgaria. sassume you will give inetrue-

tions that supplies shouls be usaed on noneectarian basle in
o Lreas of Jewish concentration. UNGHOIE
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CABLY TO AMERICAN LKGATION, LISBON, PROM sAR REPUGKE BOARD

Plaase deliver tha following message to Rebert Pilpsl, 242 Rua Aurea,
Lisbon, from M, A. Leavitt, American Jewlsh Joint Distribution Committees

QUOTE MAGNRS REQUESTED UMRRA MKB AVAILABLE MIDICAL SUPPLIES
COMBAT BPIDRMICS ROUMANIA BULGARIA STCP UNRRA NOT POSITION

% PRESENTLY OPRRATER THOSE C..UNTRIKS BUT RUADY PROCURE SUPPLIRS
F®R OUR ACOOUNT VALUR §60,000 STOP CABLE US NAKES CONSIONERS
ROUMANIA BULGARIA STOP ASSUNE YOU WILL QIVE INSTRUCTIONS
THAT SUPPLIES SHCULD DE USED oR NONSHEGTARLAH BASIS IN ARRAS
OF JBWIBH GUNCENTRATION UNQUOTE -

THIS 18 WRB LISBul CABLE WO, 131,

10:30 a.m.
January 19, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBoisk
Gaston, Hodel, Mzir‘:/kg, McCormack, Pehle, Files
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JAN4 138

Dear Hr. Leavitts

With further reference to my letter of Desember 11, 1944,
I anm enclosing e 1/181. of baslc medicines which are required for
the Jewish people in Bulgaria. This list was recelved by J/ewish
Agency representatives in Istanbul from the J/ewiah Agenecy in
Bulgaris, nnd was forwarded to us by our representative in Turkey.

Sincerely yours,

atamed) £ EERYLO

J. W. Pehle
lixecutive Director

Mr. M. A, Leavitt,

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Commitiee,

270 Madison Avenue,

New York, Lew York.

Enelosure.

I - .
/&M %tchieominp 1/4/45 U~




Liste do medicaments

Latsnbul,

eto. pour 1x Bulgarie

1) Amidum scide Phenyl Bthyl Barbiturieun
2) Aoidum Fhenyl (minoliuo Carbonioum

3) Adrensline

I.V)‘1 Ether pour Karcose

5) Rthyl Merphine Hrdrochlorioum

6) Piriociline {2) .

7) Antipirine

8) Atebrine

9) Kovocaine

10) Caleium Bromatum

11) camphora

12) caleiur Laotogluconsts

13) n "

1.) cardiascl {Banzomethylen Tetraaol)
15) o " " liquide
16) Quinine

17) "

18) Calcium .uinine

19) Codeinum

20) Coffainum

21) Vvitsmines A, B, C, D, K, K.

22) Pyramidon
23) Digttalss praparats

24) Dimetine (Thecbrolins Natriuam
Salicylicum)

S0 1201944

= 30.000 tablattes

20,000 tublottes
- 5.000 ampoules
300 kgs.

- 10 n

5.000 v

- 20
-300.000 tablettes
- 5 kis.

- 100 ™
~100.000 ampoulses
- 20.000 "

- 5,000 kza.

~ 10.000 ampoules
- 100 kga.

- 20.000 ampoules
=300.000 tablettes
~ 5,000 ampoules
- 5 kgs.

- 50 ®

~ 50,000 ampoules et

200.000 tablettes
de chaque

- 200 kga.
- 50.000 smpoules.

- 50 kgs.

3
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25) Bpbedrine icetonine

26) " Coa :
27) Olyocericum

28) Hexamethylentetramine

29& Inguline ampoules

30) Jodum purum

31)Lobelinum Hydrochloriouw

32) Morphinum praparate’

33) Koosalvaraan preparata

34) Oldum Jecorig alfeld (7)

35) Olum Rioini

36) Phenacetine

37) Plasmochine

38) "

39) santonine

40) Sulfanamide Sulfspyridine preparata
Q) n ' " "

42) Torpinum Hydratum

43) Ipeks Guanbs fadiei Compulvi

44) Vasslinum

45) Osena Vacoina

46) Bmos Sfizies preparatse (1)

&) ¢ " "

48) Hydrodenium liydrochrodiatrum Novansls 7
49) Otalgan Curbon Glycerins (7)

50) Leucoplaste

51) inticlovestine (7)

5.000 ampoules

- 20.000 tablettes

- 500 kgsa.
- 50 n
- 100 ®
- 500 ¢

- 5,000 ampoules
[4] 5 kga.
=200,000 ampoules
- 10.000 kgs.

- 2,000 ©

- 200 kgs.

= 20,000 ampoulos
~300.000 tablettes
- 30 kge.

- 20.000 ampoulug
~-800.000 tablaties

- 100 kgs.
- 200 ®
- 1.000 kgs.

- 1.000 flacons
- 10,000 ampoules
~300,000 tablettes
- 1.000 kgs.

- 3.000 flacons
~ 5,000 roulsaux
1,000 flacons




52) Vesa Hydroscopioa (7) =~ 5.000 kgs.

JeBe ot u,
FASLINL I

1) Toutes especes de materiel ds pansement

2) Seringues Injection svec aiguilles

3) 20.000 paires chaussures enfants Jusquta 17 ans

4) 40.000 pieces de savon
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Daar M. Leavitt:

e far Refuges Board Representative in Ankars s, Turkay,
has submitted the following in‘ormation with rospact to Bulgaria.

Reports recently recaéivad at Iatanbul from Bulgaris in-
dicate that medifoines of all kinds are urgently needed for Bulgarian
Jews. It is reported thet the high inoidence of malaria among men
released from labor battalions and an imolated outbreak of typhus and
diptheria mhich has oceurred in one group of Jewlsh people might
have grave results due to the overcrowded and unsanitary conditions
under which the Jews are now living. While medicaments geheraily
are unobtainable in Bulgeris, it has boen indicated that the lack of
medicines is partiocularly acute insofar as the Jows are concernad
bacause of the opprassive circumstences under which they have lived
during the past four years. The neod for winter clothing is grest
but medicines rust be had without delay. Looal orgenizaticne in
Bulgaria are said to be preparing lists of the bssic tedicines which
are required and a copy of the lists will be forwarded by the ¥ar
Refugee Board Representative as soon ag they are received by him.

Very truly yours,

toroned) 3. W, Poble

J. %. Pehle
Bxecutive Director

« M. A, Leavitt,
rican Jewish Joint
Distribution Committeo,
270 liadison Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

FH:hd  12/11/44




ORIGIVAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Secretary of Staie, Washington
To: American Consul, Jerusalem
DATED: December 30, 1944
NUMBER: 220

A

From; War Refugee Board.

Please deliver paraphrase cony of the following message
to Judah Magnes from M. A. Leavitt, American Yewish Joint
Distribution Committee:

UNRRA discussed with us your cable to tnem request-
ing medical supplies for Rumania Bulgaria to combat
typhus melaria other epidemics. View emergency situation
and unavoidable delays that must ensue before UNRRA can
operate these countries we prepared purchase from UNRRA
such supplies for shipment for our account. In order do
80 we must have assurances from you that arrangemengs can
be made for snipping supplies from Cairo to Rumania
Bulgaria. Please cable us soonest that transpértation
facilities avallable also to whom in Cairo supplies should
be consigned. Naturally supplies must be used on non~

sectarian basis wherewer epidemic exists.

STETTINIUS

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.78

* By R HPaks Dm_ﬁLP 151972
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o A ” DEC 11 1044

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The War Refugee Board Representative in Ankara, Turkey,
has submitted the following information with respsct to Bulgaria.

Reports recently received at Istanbul from Bulgaria in-
dicate that medicines of all kinds are urgently needed for Bulgarian
Jews. It 1s reported that the high incidence of malaria among men
released from labor battalions and an isolated outbreak of typhue and
diptheria which has ocourred in one group of Jewish people might
have grave results due to the overcrowded and unsanitery conditions

o under whioh the Jews are now living. ¥%hile medicaments generally
are unobtainable in Bulgearia, it has been indicated that the lack of
medicines is particularly acute insofar as the Jews are concerned
bacause of the oppressive ocirocumstances under which they have lived
during the past four years. The need for winter oclothing is grest
but medicines must be had without delay. Local orgenizations in
Bulgaria are said to be preparing lists of the baslo medicines which
are required and a copy of the lists will be forwarded by the Var
Refugee Board Representative as soon as they are received by him,

Very truly yours,

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Me. M. A, Leavitt,
American Jewlsh Joint
Distribution Committes,
270 Madison Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

n ) ﬁ, B " v F\r“.lad/bc&, qu/ ¢y

FH:hd 12/11/44 A
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- DEPARTMENT ) NGOMING

' ) CODIVISION OF
STATE / TELEGRAM '

MMUNICATIONS
AND REGCORDS

! N
[P A A )
&
ALH-234 Ankara
! This telegram must be ;

paraphrased before being Dated \December 7, 1944
communicated to anyone Y
other than a Government Rec'd 8:30 p.m.

AGENCY . (daeSREaiEi)

Secretary of bState

GONTROL copy

2322, December 7, 5 p.m.

FQBM ﬁQTZKI TO PEHLE, WRB

Ankara's 2?1

Reports received in Istanbul from Bulgariae state
that medicaments of all kinds are urgently needed
for the Buléarian Jewish people. We are advised
that the high incidence of malaria among the men who
have been released from labor battalions end in iso-
lated outbreak of typhus and diphtheria which already
has occurred in one group of Jewish people might have

grave results due to the over-crowded and unsanitary

conditions under which the Jews now must live. Al-
though medicaments universally are unattainable in
Bulgaria we are informed that the lack 1s particularly
acute for the Jews because of the oppressive cilrcum-
stances under which they 1ived during the past four

years and

|
L
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-2~ #2322, December 7, 5 p.m. from hnkara

years and their condition today. The need for win-
tEr clothing is great but we are () that medicines
mast be had without delay.

You may wish to discuss this matter with interested
agencies. Local organlzations in Bulgaria according
to our information are preparing lists of the basic
medicines which are required and we shall send you

a copy thereof when received.

STEINHARDT

(%) iApparent ommission

NPL
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FROM3

DATE:

- <
ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT P

Secretary of State, Whshingtion

i
American Legatiop, Bern

November 1, 1944 EQNE’RUL SG?Y
NUMBER: 3737
' -—
‘
For Moblelland, from War Refugee Board. /

Please deliver the following messege to Saly Msyer from
Leavitt of the Aderican Jewish Jolnt Distribution Commi ttee:
QUOTE Mggnes revorts Joseph Lévi Times correspondent in-
forms him over 40,000 Bulgarian Jews possess no means literally
naked no shelter and require urgently clothing bed covers
mattresses. This information contrary to report from Il’ilpel
that Bulgarian J;wa do not require aid., Qan you look into
situation again and dring such help as possible. UNQUOTE
This is WRB Bern cable No. 248.

X

STETTINIUS
ACTING

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 7

ﬁy R. H Parks Date_sEP_ 1 5‘, 197




e

™

C/(“\

© ¥dss Chauncey (for tne Sec'y) Abrahason, Cohn, Dalois, Friedwman,

TR O:ARVISON, TERY, FOR WC CLILL/NRT, BROW ¥aR U GFE BOARD,

Meaxge dellver the folloviny wmesssge to Sely Mayer from ¥, L. Lesvitd

of the Apericen Jowish Joint Distribution Comaitteet

TUCTF MAGNHD MEPORTE JOULPH LRVI TIMES CORRESPONDENT INFORMS
HI¥ OVFR 40,000 BULGARIAN JE.1 POREI "I HG “FANS LITERALLY HAKED
MO SHELTER AN REQU URGENTLY CLOTHING BED COVERS iTTRECSES.
THIS TN ORMATION CONTR:RY TO PPPORT FROW PILPEL THAT BULGARIAR
JEGS TO NOT R¥LUIREL AID, CAN YOU LOCK THTO CTTUATION ZGAIN &NT

GRTYC RLCH HELF AL POS0IALEZ.  GHQUOTE

TIIS IS WRB HERN CABLE H0. 248.

NV

» ’{’\;
12 \5 \F{

4300 p.r.
Ccober 28, 1944

fiodel, Iesser, lannon, KcCormack, Files

Rbrury 10/27/44




Ootoder 2, 1944

Dear Mr, Leavitt:

The followlng message for you from My, Passman wag
‘received through the American Oonsul 1in Istanbul under
date of Jeptaaber 28, 1944t

*To Saly Mayar, Switgerlend, JDC cabled: !'Your
inquiry regarding reliable person in Sofia was
rolayed by New York, The following porsons X

am {nformed are the prinoipal roliadle mamders
of the Israelite communfty in 3ofia, Dr, Kalmi,
Dr. Liggt, Colonel Taggeri Zacharish Alkalai,
President Bnal Brith, and Rabbi Dr. Hananel, both
in Sofia, hove also besn vetomnended.® *

Vary truly yours,
et} Bo Bo PeBLS

Je W Pohle
txecutive Direotor

Mr. M. A, Leavitt,

Secretary,

American Jewich Joint Distridation
Qonmittee,

270 Madison Avanus,

New York 16, New York.

Rbrwry 10/2/44




% B | L TMENT " INCOMING W DIVISION OF

Of
COMMUNICATIONS
o 7 TELEGRAM ™ “Anb REGORDS

. ) A . / - ;z'

FRI-592 Istanbul - S

® Thisz telegrom must be T~
paraphrased before being Doted Sepbember 28, 1944
commuiicated to anyone :
other than a Govermment Recld 10:35 cama, 29th,
AgEnCY., (SHOBRLG DTN ) .
Secretory of State, [ . -

Yashington.

£
567, Septenber 28, 3 D

FOB/ZOSES IEAYVITT JOINT DISTRIDUTICHK COMIITTEE

FRO: D&

LA .

[¥2]

JOC ccbled Saly Wayer Switgerlandi "New York
reloyEd your inquiry about relisbilg pErson in Sofiae
Ari informed that the following ~IE rrincipal and
pElicbhle mEmbErs of community Israelite Sofla,

v V. / )
Colonel Trgrer, Dr. Kalmi, Dr. Liggl. Also Grand
J z
Rabbi Dr, Hanonel and Zacharich Alkelai President

Bnodl Brith both in Sofia hava\bEEn recomiEndedy o

~ CONTROL COPY
. W/ /,,/y/»\fy
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DEPARTMENT -/ ' :
L ) INCOMING \«\ DIVISION OF
sreve /! TELEGRAM W Conppeoanions
AND REG

GEK-51 PLAIN e,

%
Secretary of State, ‘
Washington, ere 9 9 1NAy
X CUESUNICATIONS
3611, Twentyfirst. AWy DRennAn g

Press for September 20 published Scfia despatch
reporting establishment of Proviégonal Committee to
help persons suffering from effec.s of policies
pursued by Fasc&st Bulgarian Government. Committee
has issued apﬁsal asking for medical and other help

for thousands of persons just releagsed from rrisons

and concentration camps.

HARRIEAN

JMB

CONTROL gopy

'
'
i
y
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DEPAg'lF‘MENT 5 INCOMING
/f TELEGRAM

Y,/ DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS
A'D RECORDS.

STATE
‘M)" | s .
Go-8le Ankara Zdu,, S //4"
- Distribution of . Y4 =
tprue reading only by Datecd September 19, 1944 o
: special arrangement. o SV
N Rec'd 6:58 paie, 20th. S
et T
% T ) e b e
i .-
QL : A . =
L e : I Secrctery of S:ate, Bgﬂ@ﬁﬁi‘ aﬁpy
wo . Washington.

1773, Sentaombor 19, T el
¥

o
“ -~

= - -
> - - rreACTIT N
hou FROI FIRSCHIIZTE 20 WRB
5.
o Ankara's 110. 158 .
o I - x L
“v 7
Lo Reference to Devortment's 800, Scptonber 16
o =

roports

tex

Dmbassy'!s 1594, August 30 referrcd to verified

rezerding the impoverished condition now cxisting
ameng the principcl aortion of the Jewish population
ATEA

in Bulgeria and the irmerative need for.ﬁfé‘to rcach
it without declaye FPassman rcﬁresentativo in Istanbul
of the Jéint Distribution Committee is proparcd to

cxplore the means %0 supply such and provided hc is
authorized to survey the situation in Bulparia to deter-

minc the specific nccecse. It is for the abovc rocason

thet permission was requested of the Board and Stato

Department for Possman to ontor Bulgaria and also

© Rumania.
STEINEARDT
/MB ;
NPL i
D

gtste De\)‘f‘ﬁgﬂmz [

By R B Roske D2 ' ,
|




INCOMING W\ DIVISION OF

TELEQ \, COMMUNICATIONS
o (JRAM A AND nECORD%

GORRECTION ' o i//j

4
Septenbsr 27, 19@4

SFG

Distribution of ftrue
reading only by special
arrangement., w

In telegram from Ankara numbersd 1773, dated
September 19, 7 p.m., iine 8 delete "BID' insert

1a1d" so ae to nead "imperative need for a&id to

reach it et cetera'

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATICKS AND RECCRDS

Corrcetion from the Embassy B N Y

HEV

DECLASSTFm 1172 .
State Dept. Letter, 1 Y
15 912

By B. H. Parka Date,

v




ORIGINAL TuXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

IFROM Seordtary of sState, Washington .

"y Amoriosn Consul, Istanbul : OPY
Dataie teptember 16, 1944 BONTRGL B

CUFR AR 37?

. ———
v
Fleage doliver the following message to Resnik from
. e
e Lesvitt, Amerioan Jewish Joint Distribution Commlttes:
HeTs Saly 'ayor asks that you furnlsh him with name
rell: ble rerson 3ofila. ' [lease cable him informstion direot

wlth co'y to us. UNUOTY

ULl

Ty

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

- By R. H. Parks Dute SEE J‘_ 5 1972




ISTANEUL, TURKEY, ¥ BOM WAR REFUGES BOARD.

. CABLE TO AMERICAN CONSUL,
Please deliver the following message to Resnik from M. A. Leaviti,

Jewish Joint Dlstribution Cemmittest

SALY MATER ASKS THAT YOU FURMISH HIY WITH HAME RELIABLE
PERSOR SOFIA 9rQr PLBASE CGABLE HIM INFORMATION DIRECT WITH COoPY
o US UNQRE _

American

5300 pemes
Septemper 14, 1944
& ,
ﬁ\ch&uneey (for the Sec'y) Abrahemson, Gohn, DuBois, Friedman,
Ceble Control Files

0\1\ Ji‘i%el, Laughlin, Lesser, M.nnon, MeCormack,
VAVere
v
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““QEPARTMENT ouT DIVISION OF
T . oF UTGOING COMMUNICATIONS
STATE‘.;:I, TELAEGRA'\__Aspbomber 14, LAND RECORDS

s ribution of wrue-
wead. only br speciol G Dalls

- ) 7‘/> /‘L//i__, s

AMENBARSY / ///iﬂ

. ANIGAR
300 R
X i >

The following for Stslnhardt and Hirsehmann 1e
¥RB 110.

X

Ylease refer to your 1804 of august 30, requeeting
the approvel of the Loeard and the State Departmant of
neasuves for the eéérgeﬂcy rellief of Jé@e in'Bulgaria“

It is not elear to the Board as o what 18 meant
or contemplated by your ralerence to emergeney reliegf
and the Besrd would apureciate further detulls as %o
the messures which you believe necesaary for the

emergency rellef of Jews in Bulgaria,

w1 CLONTROL CoPY

Tor apcim1ty
gaxt o T
e i ol

wIU3 MMV 1 KG NE 3K
8/14/44
DECLASSIFIED - ) e
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72 - . - i

By R H. Parks DaeQEP 15 1972




OABLE #20M T+F VAR REFUOEE BOARD 0 AMUASSADOR STEBINHARDY AND HIRSOHMARK,
. AKEARA, TUNEEY,

Mesro refer ko your 1504 of Angust 30, requesting the approval
of the Board and the State Lepartment of messures for the smergency
relief of Jows in Iulgaria,

l¢ 1s<not olear to the Soard as to what is meant or contem=
piatad by your refersnce to emergency relisf and the Board would
appreciate further detalls as to the messures which you beliesve

necessary for the cmergency relief of Jews in Bulgaria.

“his is WAB Cable %o Ankara Fo. ____11n .

2:20 pem.
September 13, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman,
HYodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mennon, McCormack, Cable Control Files

. xs:;-'e{y/dh 9/1%%% ;&5)9
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DEPARTMENT ) DIVISION OF
: INCOMING \\\ COMMUNICATIONS

oare / TELEGRAM /%g/%ng

. -
1S=706 ; kar‘e)./ // T

This telegram must be

paraphrased before being Deted SEptEmbEr 6, 19f$/’) -/
% communicated to enyone I eh
other than'a Gcvernment Ree'd 9:50 a.m., 7th (

BTENCY s (BTN CTES )

Secretary of-State,

. . o ad G §
Washington, ““Q““ 0

T

16}?2 September 6, 1 p 'nn

FROM ZMBALSS.DOR STFINHMRDT ARD HIRS&%‘ NN TO WRB.

/

WE are reliebly informed that the new Bulgarian

ankara's No, 1?0.

. Government headed by méfavizv is by background sym=
pathetic to the problems of its minorities and. its
JEWiéh citizens end that there is recson to expect
this government to carry out the policies initiated
by the former Baggianov Government with relation to
the revocation of the anti-Jewish laws and the restor=
ation of JEﬁEsh rights in Bulgaria,

STEINH.RDT
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DEPARTMENT : - DIVISION OF
S oF INCOMING \\ COMMUNICATIONS
= L STATE TELEGRAM A\ anp RECORDS

7 ne

7 BJR - 323 ‘ Ankar;j:7 éw)(i,ﬂf ){disz)

This telegram must bE

paraphrased bag‘pr DEIng » BAtEd August 30, 1944 ;
communicabed 6" esl’xlflyonJr & . g
other than a Government REc'd 6:46.p.m.

x Agency. (as-smﬂ-qgs) - 3 / M/\

J
‘ Secretary of btatz,‘“”' i: Nr E{, Vﬂm\ﬂ
Washington. HUL EOPY

15§4, August 30, 2 p.m.

FOR PEHLE WRB FROM THE AliSASSADOR AND HIRSCHANN
ANKARA'sg 12%.

In connection with the rapid developments in the
situation relating to the Jews in Bulgé}ia in our opinion
measures for their emergency relief should be made
available as soon as possible particularly as such
assistance will obviate the necessity for removing many
of these individuals from the Balkans. We have discussed
this possibility with Charles Passman who 18 now repre-
senting the JDC in Istanbul succeeding Resnik, Passman
is in agreement that emergency relief should be extended
to those Jews in Bulgaria requiring the éamE provided

the Board and the State DPepartment approve.

STE INHARDT
JHS I WFS

ma,

]
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.. _Sectetary Morgénthau

C mr. Gastofl —Mr. .I;e'sser

. Mr, Paul Mr. Luxford

__Mr.'White S Mr. Stewart

. Mrs. Taylor
o . ’ ¢
~__gMr. E.M. Bernstein- Files ’

e , ____Mr. DuBois .~ _____..._————
_ﬁ_Mr. Friedman : .
____Miss Hodel ' ————

Let's sit tight for awhile.

J. W. Pehle

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WAR REFUGEE BOARD







DEPARTMENT , INCOMING W DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
state /' TELEGRAM "\ AND RECORDS

. L

- =0 e ;

Rt R ERIE I A ~

T A I s R <
i 3 s b

LI-261 Ankara
Distribution of

true reading only by 1944 WG 2! ﬁéﬂ%dlhugust 18, 1944

speclal arrangement.,
(bv) . Rec'd 5:52 p.m., 19th.

1

3 e

Secretary of State, . Aiwifim

Washington,

X .

1515, August 18, 4 p,m,

FOR PTPLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMAEE

Ankara's 152

In view of the opportunities that apprear to be
developing to rescus and ameliorate the condition of the
Jewish population in Bulgarfé we are of the opinion
that every available resource should be utilized to
achieve that end. In view of the above, 1t would be
helpful in my opinion if Mr, Seckgi vho has had wide
experlience in Bulgarian matters and has wide acquaintance
with Bulgarian personalitics whose aid would be helpful
could proceed to Istanbul to assist us in these offorts,
If you agree I should appreciatec your making the
necceessary arrangcements for Seckel to procede to Turkey,
provided that he can travel as an Amecrican citizen and
that he can arrive here without delay,

A very rccent arrival from the States who knows. Seckel
confirms this vicw,.

KELLEY

gﬁg DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. P;-:.rke Date SEP 1 5 1972
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Reliable roperts from Sofis indicate that: many
Bulgari%n Jews arc roturning to Scfin from outlying
districts in ordcr to take roposscssion of their homes.
Part of blocked Jowish bank accounts arc being rolcascd
but difficultics still oxist whore renl cstate is con-
cerncd, £ specinl Bulgarian Government committoc is
decaling with this phase éf rcpossgssion. The Govoern-
ment doclarcd rceently that Jewish citizons arc entitlod
to request the reoturn of their homes without special
authorization in so far as it is possible for them to
cstablish their original ownuruhlp. is almest all of
the Jewish apartments wgw&'takan ovnr by Bulgerians it
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-2, #1799, September 23, noon, from Ankara.

The prospcets for the restoration of Bulgarian’
Jews to their normal cconomic life arc not encouraging
at the moment os they are without resources and are
facod with the competition of non-Jewish Bulgarians who

arc also endcevoring te reestablish their normal cconomic

lifo and have the mcans theorcfor.

STEINH.RDT
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forwarded wri sen assurances to Chief Rabbi Ehrenpreis
that everything is being done and will continue to
be done to ease the position of Bulgarian Jews, It
will be recalled that Ehrenpreis for many years was
Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria and has important connzctior_ls.

This informetion must be kept strictly confidential,
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Dear Irr. Kubowitski:

b The followng message for you from Barlas has been

received through the American Embassy, Ankara, under date of
dJuly 24, 19443

"In reply to your telegram received July 11,
The number of Jews departed from Bulzaris was 14,000,
Deportation took place a year ago. Tho number of Jews
remained is 15,000 families i.e. 45,000 persons who
are dispersed in various towns sad villagesl, the
greatest centers being Plovdiv 8,000 persons, Rousse
5,000, Shoumen 3,500, Pleven 4,000, Dustendil,
Dupnites, Pagerdjik Vidin 3,000 each. The number
of Jews who immigrated to Palestine during January,
June 1944 wass Jauary 32, February 55, March 13,
April 17, May 46, June 127, total 408. All received
trensit visas on basis Jewish Agenoy certificates.
Crosging of lend border without visas practiocally
impossible. Albert Romeno left 3 months ago for
Palestine." e

Very truly yours,

Bignel) 7. 0. k2o

Jeo % Pehle
Exscutive Director

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitaki

World Jewish Congress )
1834 Broadway i
Kew York 23, New York :

FHodelims 7/26/44 W S
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1352, July 24, 2 p.m.
e e Thly
FOR R FROM BARLAS FOK LEON WUBOWITZKI wORLD
JEWISH CONGRES. NEW YORK: Y&

In reply to your telegram received July 11. The «

number of Jews deported from Bulgaria was 14,000. De- OV ‘
portation took place a year ago. The number of Jews
remained is 15,000 families i.;. 45,000 persons who

are dispersed in various towns and villages, the

greatest centers being Plovdiv 8,000 persons, Rousse

5,000, Shoumen 3,500, Pleven 4,000, Dustendil,

Dupnitza, Pazardjik Vidin 3,000 cach. The number of

Jews who immigrated to Palestine during January, June

1944 was: January 32, February 55, darch 131, April

17, May 46, June 127, total 408. A1l received trensit

visas on basis Jewish aAgency certificates. @hﬁxz}ossing

of the land border without visas -dwr ractiéally im-
possible. Albert Romano left P%f;;;;;;>3 months ago:j;}

"
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ORIGINAL TEXT OFI%‘]ELE]GRAM SENT
FROM:  Secretary of Staté:wlashing
TO:  AMERICAN CONSUL,) ISTANBUL EHN TR U {_ nﬂPY
DATED: July 11, 1944 : o
NUMBER: 321
)

The War Refugee Board requests tlmt you deliver the
following mgssage to Mr. Alberto Romgno, Pera Palacq,
Beyoglu, T rkey from Dr. Xubowitszki, Worid Jewlsh Congreas,
New York:

QUOTE Flease wire through American Consulate

General and War Refugee Board latest information on

Jewlsh gltuation in Bulgai'ia: How many deported in

recent months, how many escaped, now many left.

Inform also concerning possibilities of orossing

Bulgarian-Turkish land border.

LEON KUBOWITZKI )
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS UNQUOTE

~ DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letier, 1-11-72 1972

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 B
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CABLE TO AMERIC.N CoNSULATL Guhbtal, 15TadBUL, TURKRY

Tne War Hefugee Board re Mests tuat you deliver tue following
ressage to Nr. Alberto Romano, Pera Palace, Beyoglu, Turkey from
Dr. Kubowiteki, World Jewieh Congress, New York:

WOTE Please wire tirough Americ.n Consulste Genersl
and War Refugee Board latest information on Jewish situation
L2 in Bulgaris: How mapy deported in recent months, hov many
escaped, how many left. Inform «lsu concerning possibilities
of erossing Bulgeriapn—Turkish lend border.

LEON KUBOWITZKI
HORLD JrWISH CONGELS. UNQUOTE

SRR H IR KK
July 7, 1944
10:30 a.m,

e




D )

P,

= | WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL . CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
! 1834 BROADWAY ‘
' " NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

Capres: ConcBess, NEw YORE

LONDON
6-1900

55 New Cavendish St, W 1 Teueenone: CIRcLE

GENEVA &
37 Quai Wilson

* BUENOS ATRES
Corrientes 1979

July 5, 1644

JERUSALEM

Vaad Leumi P. O. B. 471 i?:re%']o.): i‘;gel‘

MONTREAL

1121 St. Catherine 8t. W popn . Jonn W. Pehle, sxecutive Director
MEXICO CITY War Refugee Board

Sonora 1744 Treasury Building

Jashington, D. C.

Dear iir. Pehle:

I would he extremely obliged to you for forwarding through

the facilities of the State Department the following cable

to lir. Alberto Romano, President of the Bulgarian Jews in
- Istanbul.

"ro:  lMr, Alberto Romanc, Pera Palas, Beyogly, Lurkey, From:
Dr. Kubowitzki, World Jewish Congress, New York.

Please wire through American Consulate General and War Refugee
Board latest information on Jewish situation in Bulgaria:
now many deported in recent monthsfaute&de“of Buigar&ay how
many escaped, how many left., Inform also concerning possi-
bilities cross Bulgarlan-rurklsh land border."

'3
Thanking you in aH%ance, I remain

Sincerely yours

] aﬁgﬁﬁé‘

. Leon bowitzkl, Head
Rescue Dep)rtment
ALK:ef

e
|
|
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3y
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL <« CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
- . 1834 BROADWAY

N\
/ % L)
7S
b NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

LONDON Casres: Coneress, NEw York
: + 55 New Cavendish St., W 1 . TergpHoNe: CIRcLE  6-1900

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 19794

JERUSALEM
- Yaad Leumi P. O. B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W ; July 5, 194

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

In reply refer
to No. 131

Hone John W. Pehle
flar Refupgee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I thought you might be inbterested in the
attached information on the members of the present
Bulgarian Govermment which was given to us by
Air. Jacques H. Asseoi}f‘, who 1s conneoted with our
Bulgarian Commititees

Sincerely yours,

AlK:bg
rnclosure

| E




2=

Minister of Agriculture: Mr. Kostov
about L5 years old. Was for many years in Russie and studied

Agronomy. ias working for many years in the Department of Agri-
culture, when Bagrianov was Minister. IKnown as pro-~Russian and
it is rumored that the Germans asked for his resignation because
they do not trust him, and that he has already resigned.

/
Minister of Foreign Affairs; Mr. Dragenov
about 6l years old, Finished Military School and Academy. Very
close friend of the late King Boris and for many years his Adjutente
For many years military Attache in Berlin, Paris and London. Before
the invasion of Austria, Bulgarian Hinister in Viemna; afterwards
Minister in Berlin,and during the last two years, Minister in Madrid.
Known as a very moderate and honest person, not 100% pro-Germen, never
showed signs of anti~Semitism, and helped many Jews when the Germans
came to Vienna.

o
Minister of Highways & Communication: Slaveko Vassiliev

Colonel of the Reserve. Ex~President of Parliament and member of
the Zankov Party. President of the Reserve Officers. Very reactionary,
pro=-German, but not anti-Semitic.




June 29, 194l
MEMBERS OF THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT

v
KMinister President: lr. Bagrianov
about 52 years old, born in Lavech, finished military school in Sofisa.
V%ry close friend of the late King Boris. In 1935 he became Minister of
Agriculture in the Cabinet of Kiosseivanov. Before that he was lmown
as & friend of the Agrar movement of the ocountry. He had pro-democratic
feelingss As Minister he worked with the Germans and made many friends
in Germany. He is not oonsidered 100% Nazi and never showed signs of
anti~-Semitism.

Hinister of the Interior: Professor Smnish/ov

born in Mecedonis end about 55 years old. lNever mixed in Politics.
Finished University of Medicine in Munich, Germany. He never hid his
ideas about incorporating Macedonia with the Bulgarien Kingdom. Very
pro-lazi but not anti-Semitic, ds far as known.

Minister of Finance:; Dimitr Savow

Tx-Fresident of the Chamber of Commerce of Sofia. About 52 years old and
born in Vratza. Member of the Zankov nationalistic movemente. Pro-Geyman
bt not anti~Semitic. Even in a book, edited to fight anti-Semitism, he
wrote an article in favor of the Jews. Very dependent on the Germens,
bocause he has many (erman representations like TOBIS, CONTINENTAL TIRES,
etc. Before the war he was associated with Jews and he has meny Jewish
friends. Very shrewd, flexible and greedy.

Minister of Justice: Dr. S'be.lis/g

about 50 years old, lawyer, finished University in Berlin, Germany. After
the Revolt in 1923 he was deputy &s a member of the Zankov party. After he
left this party he entered in the fasolst govermment of Rodna Zastita, a
veory ohauvinistic and ultre enti-Semitic organization. He is & very cultured
end very dangerous person.

v’
Minister of the Rail-Roads: Xr. Koltshev
about 52 years old., Finished Military School in Sofia. In the Revolt in
193l he was a Colonel and wes appointed Chief of the Railroads in the
Dopartment of Commerce. Pro-Germen. Very dangerous, shrewd, and treacherous.

Minister of War: General Russev

Born in Gebrovo, and for many years the chief of the Artillery in the War
Department. Later chief of the biggest arsenal in the country in Kazanlike
Very close friend of the Regent General Mihov. Absolutely pro=-Germans
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No; 3473

Subject: Transmitting Copies of Bulgarian Reports.

B

The Honorable -
] The Secretary of State,
N Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit, as of possible lnterest
tQ the Department, coples of two documents concerning
Bulgaria. The first is an informational report (Enclosure
No, 1, "Report from Bulgarian Legation") and was received
from the Legation's regular Bulgarian informant. The
second, relating to the refugee problem (Enclosure No. 2,
"Bulgarla") was prepared by Mr, Iver C. Olsen, Financial ,
Attache to this Legation, in his capacity as Speclal Attache
for tne War Refugee Board, was handed indirectly to the
Bulgarian Minister in 3tockholm, and sllegedly was forwarded
by the Bulgarian Minlsgter in Stockholm to the government 1n
Soflia by courier on June 2, 1944,

Reapectfully yours,

Herschel V, Johnson.

142 /o 14

Enclosures:
1. Report from Bulgarian Legation,
2. Bulgarlia - June 1, 13944.
CMR:FEN ' i
File No, 711
Original to the Department.

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R H. Parko Date_ SEP, 15 1972




“Enclosure No.-. vo despateh No. 3473 of vunc 5, 1944
from the American Leggtion at Stockholm ’

Report from Bulgarian Legation

(Baged primarily on conversatlions with commercial
. councillor Seraphimov)

The Bulgarian Government is mobilizing 75% of its men who
are ligble for military service, on the assumption that

thus they can galn control of public opinion and liguidate
opponents to the present regime, In respect to conscription,
o exception is mgde for diplomats., Secretaries at the
Berlin Embassy K. Dobreff (formerly of the economic division
of the forelign office in Sofia) and Kamen Gantscheff (former
private secretary to Minieter Filov) have been called up.

FY

The Berlin diplomgte don't dare take the risk of putting
their private possessions or legation property in a secure
place. They have evacuated only the barest living necessltles,
The Stockholm diplomat x requested from hle colleague a

few articles for completing the installation of the Stockholm
legation, in order to save some of the most valuable plctures
and pieces of furniture. His Berlin colleague answered: "If
I were to do thie, I might as well hand in my resignation now.
I should by dolng this make myself intolerable (unmoglich) to
diplomats and to Germans {! The Slovakian Minister ls said to-
have shipped legation property to Slovakis. Today he is a
zero quantity in Berlin, Hig position is untenable. In the
b (Bulgarian?) legation furniture and household uteneils are
standing out in the garden under sun and rain.

The former b (Bulgarian) minister to Stockholm, Dr, Alexander
Nicolaeff, 1s to receive the post of political director in

the foreign office in Sofia for the purpose of reinstating
himself. No one can understand what the reasson was for his
sudden- departure from Stockholm. This departure 1s designated
as a "mystery". Until now, Minister Altanoff held the position
of political director,

Ciryll Goranoff is regarded by the Bulgarlan Legation ae an
Allied or Russian agent. He has on several occasions attempted
to involve the Minister in conversations in which he hoped to
get him to make anti-Russian pronouncemente. Finally he tried
the Minister's patience to the breaking point, and he was
expelled from the Legation. Now Goranoff ls circulating reports




ES

Despatch No. 3473
June B, 1944

-2 -

in Stockholm thgt the Minister 1s the worst kind of Nazi.
Thie stupid behaviour on the part of Goranoff ig harmful
to other connexions.

The Swedish Government 1e blocking 22 million Lew -- the
equivalent of more than one million Swedlsh crowns -- from
Bulgarian dellverles until the conflict with the Tandsticks
A. B, 1s settled. At present, an agreement to the advantage
of the Swedes is the most likely prospect.

The Bulgarian Legation has received no money consignments
in the last three and one half months.

Ten days ago the Legation Secretary Ikonomoff was in Berlin

as courlier. He returned in an exalted mood with strengthened
belief in Germany's ability to hold out. Postal communications
with Bulgaria were out of the question during the entire

~month of April, Official and private mall from Bulgaria
reached here only in the beginning of May.

The Bulgarian subject, Dr. Bistreff is permitted to remain

in Stockholm only because hils wife i1s engaged as governess
for the children of the Minieter. Biatreff had expected to
be able to make business contacts in Stockholm, although as a
doctor and wealthy proprietor of a sanatorium he ordinarily
has nothing to do with business affairs. The Minigter and
all the Legation staff are fed up with him, and would like

to get rid of him, as his conduct is vexatious. His viea 1s
valld until August of this year, and the opinion of people in
the Legation is that Shmedischeff will do nothing to have it
extended for him or his wife. He 1is referred to as a 'dark
horse" (dunkle gestalt).

i
}
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Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No, 3473 of June 5, 1944
from the American Legation at Stoekholm,

. June 1, 1944

BULGARIA

The Bulgarian Minister in Ankara, Mr. Balabanoff,
had some discussions through intermedlaries, with certain
representatives of the American Embassy regarding the
statue of Jews in Bulgaria. The Bulgarian Minister was
advised of the deep concern of the Unlted States Govern-
ment with regard to these Jews and that 1t intended to
hold all persons and governments involved in the persecution
of these minorities fully responsible and accountable.
Mention was then made of certain reports concerning brutal
treatment and persecution of Jews and other minorities in
Bulgaria and Mr. Balsbanoff was asked to communicate to
the Bulgarian Government the intention of the United States
Government to observe very closely any such developments
and to take them fully into account in the final settlement,
He was advised also to inform his Government that in 1its
own interests the Bulgarian Government would do well to
do everything possible to protect these minorities and to
take all actions which would assist these refugees in
escaping to safety.

Minister Balabanoff gave every assurance that 1t was
not the policy of the Bulgarian Government to persecute
and destroy minorities, and thereafter sent a cable to his
Foreign Office strongly recommending that persecution of

.. minorities be stopped and that all steps be taken to protect

such groups. He adviged representatives of the Unlted States
Embassy that he would obtain the necessary assurances from
the Bulgarian Government and communicate them to the Americans.

These meetinge took place early in April and nc further
word has been received. Fallure to recelve the promised
assurances from the Bulgarian Government has made an
unfavorable impression upon the United States Government and
it would be greatly appreciated Af steps would be renewed
in bringing the matter to the attentlon of the Bulgarian
Government and obtalning the assurances which were promlsed.

i
|
|
|
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i o No. 1890
' p

Subject: Transmitting Letter from XNew Zionist Crganization

regarding Relief of Jews in Bulgaria., ., ., /f ‘ d
A Joid dee Sriq
* SN ogﬁﬁfq,p. 14
-4 , fm o ) .
o i
S
N . . 5 —,{", .g"‘
The Honorable i : B ‘P 4]
The Secretsry cf State, . 7{7
Washington, /
Sir: ‘ .

Referring to my despetch no. 1723 of April 4, 1944, trans-
pitting a copy of a mercrandur from-iir. Albert Stardselski,
the local representative_of the New Zionisi Organization, re-
garding the proposed Joint Congressiorel Resoluticn on Palestire, .
I have the honor to transmit herewith a2 copy gnd translation
of a compunicatior regarding the relief of Jews in Bulgaria
which was delivered to me tod-y by lr, Staraselski on behalf
of the Egyptian btranch of the liew Zionist Organization. Kr,
Steraselskl observed that similar approaches were being made . g
by hiw to the British and Soviet Governrents through their
diplomatic representatives here and he said he was also con- .
sidering approachirg *the Turkish Government but had not yet
decided wheti:er to do so in advence of an indication of tlhe
sttitudes of the American, British, and Soviet Governments,

Respectfully yours,
sl LR S S . #"t A

J. B. Jacobs
Charge d'Affaires ad interim

~

Enclosures: 1

J 1. Conv of Kr, Staraselski's letter
of kay 25, 1944 in ihe original
French text. :

j 2. Translation of kr, Sterezels i's
7 letter of May 25, 1944.

Sent to the Department in Ozalid. ;

File no. 800, , : : j

RAti/ag 7 - s
.- Cbpy<to American Consulate Genersl at Jeruéglem. L i
/ Copy to AMREF, Algiers, for Kurphy. oo |




AIR MAIL

0 v Enclosure no. b to despatch 1890 of May 26, 1944,

Y From the Amerlican Legation, Cairo, Egypt.

THE NEW ZIONIST ORGANISATICH
{Egypt Branch)
4, Kidan Mustafa Kamel Pacha

\ . : Cairo, le 25 mal 1944

A Son Excellence

Monsieur le lkilnisbtre des Etats-Unls
. d'Amérique,

% Le Calre

Excellence,

Nous vous prions de vouloir bilen transmetire i votre
naut Gouvernement la requédte cil-aprés:

Considérant cu'd la date du 12 mal 1944, les trols
orincipales Grandes Puissances des Maticn& Unles, les
Etats-Unls d'Amérique, le Royaume Uni de Grande Eretagne
et 1'Union des Républiques Socialistes Soviétiques, ont
estimé nécesseire de donner conjointement aux Etats sa-
tellites de 1'Axe, dont la Bulgerie, l'avertissement dtavoir
4 cesser le plus t8t possible toute collaboration avec
1tAllemagns,

étant donné la crise qul vient d'éclater en Fulgarle
entrainant la démission du Ministdre Eoguilof, sous l'ampfeur
accruse des exlgences allemandes et la constitution subsé~
quente & Sofia d'un Cabinet plus docile encore aux demandes:
de Berlin,

étant donné lae présence en Bulgarie de 50,000 Juifs
autochtones et probablement de pluslerus milliers d'autres,
réfugiés des pays voislns, qui sont vouds &.se vair appli-
quer avec une rigueur plus cruelle les clauses raclstes,
Jusques et y compris la vperspective de la déportation mas-
sive et de ltextermination génerale,

étant donné la nécessité dlentreprendre immédiatement
toutes les mesures qul peuvent aider cette Comrmunauté de
Bulgarie & trcuver le salut et 4 se mettre hors dtatteinte
de la Gestapo et de ses complices locaux,

1'Organisation Sionlste Nouvelle (bureau du Caire) a
lthonneur de solliciter l'intervention urgente des trois
princivales Grandes Puissances des Nations Unies et de
leur demander d'exercer la pression maximum sur la Bulgarie
afin d'ottenir que Sofis autorise effectivement les Juifs
et étrangers se trouvant sur son territoire 4 le guitter
sans @élail. Iy

A cet effet, 1!'Organisatlon Sioniste Nouvelle ss permet
de proposer:

a) me les troils principales Grandes Puissances des

Nations




IR MaAIL -

2- ®
Nations Unles adressent, par radlo et par tous &utres
moyens appropriés, au Consell de la Régence et au
Parlement de Bulgarie un appel dtavolr & faciliter
ltexode des Juifs, en leur donnant llassurance qutun
tel acts séra pris en considération 4 l'issue des hos-
tilités, au moment du réglement des comptes;

t) gqu'un appel similaire soit lancéd simultanément
au peuple de Bulgarie, lul demandant {au cas ol ses
dirigeants ne réagiraient pas positivement & cette re-
quéte) de srendre sur lul dtalder les Jhlfs se trouvant
en Bulgarie 4 franchir ses frontidres, - avec une men-
tion spécisle destinde aux fonctlonnaires, particuli-
drement 4 ceux de la pollce, vromettant qutil leur sera
tenu compte de cette attitude humaine au jour ol le

gtableau cdes responsatilités sera dressé;

c) qu'uns démarche pressante soit fal te auprés
du Geuvernement dtAnkara pour qutil ne mette micun ob-
stacle au passage en Turqule, seul territorie dont 1ltac-
cés leur resto possible, des réfugiés qui parviendraiert
& fuir la Pulgarieé, guel que soit leur nombre, - avec
toutes les garanties, que le Gouvernement d!'Ankarsa
pourrait croire utiles, gie ces Juifs ne ssront en Tur-
quie gu'd titre tout 4 fait provisoire et que les dis-
positions seront prises afin de les acheminer rapidement
sur un autre lieu dfasile.

Eien entendu, ces propesition seront 4 considérer
en tant gue suggestions, cultte & ce que les trois prin-
clpales Grandes Pulssances des Natlons Unies y apportent
les modifications et edditicons qutselles jugeront oppor-
tunss, Cependani, 1'0rganisation Sloniste Nouvelle tient
pour son devoir de soullpner qu'il s'awit pour les Juifs
de Bulgarie d'une guestion de vie ou de mort et que
chaque Jour dtécculd peut les condamner & un sort irré-
parable, ~ taut en affirmant notre conviction que lea
trois principales Grandes Pulssences des Nations Uniles
n'épargneront aucun effort susceptible de sauver ces
victimes désignédes & la fureur hitlérienne.

Avec nos sincéres remerciements, j'ai 1l'avantage,
Excellence, de vous présenter ltassurance de ma trds
haute considération,

Le Commissaire gé#néral:
(sgd)

Alvert Staraselski




AIR MAIL

Enclosure Ko, 2 to Despatch 1890 of May 26, 1944
from the American Legation - Cairo, Egypt

Excelleney:

Would you be kind enough to transmit to your esteemed Government
the following request:

kTaking into considerstion that on lay 12, 1944 the three prircipal
Great Powers of the United Nations, the United 3tates of America, the
United Kingdom of Great Britein, and the Union of the Socialist Soviet
Republics, believed it necessary to notify jeintly the satellite States
of the Axis, of which Bulgaris is one, to cease all collaboration with
Germeny at the earliest possible moment,

In view of the crisis whieh has just turst forth in Bulgarie, bringirs
about the resignation of Minister Bozuilof, as a result of the accumulated
weight of Germsn demands and the subsequent settirg up at fofia of a
Cabinet even more docile to demands frcm Berlin,

In view of the presence in Bulgaria of 50,000 autochthorous Jews and
probably of many tihousends of othwers, refugees Iror the nci.iboring coun-
tries, who are doomed to sec the racisl Iaws ~v-lied wit) an even more
rigorous cruelty, evern to and including ihe vrospecht of mass ceportation
and general exterminetion,

In view of the necessity of undertaking imrediately all measures which
might aid this Bulgarian commurity to find safety and to put itself beyond
the reach of the Gestapo end its local accomplices,

The New Zionist Organization (Calrc office) has the homor *o request
the urgent intervention of the three prircipal Grest Powers of the Urited
Hations and to ask them to exercise the maximum pressure on Bulgaria so

that Sofia will give effective authorization so that the Bulgarian snd other

Jews now on its territory may leave without delay.
To this end the New Zionist Organizatior tekes the liberty to propose:

a) That the three principal Great Powers of the United Nations
address, by radio and all other suitable charnels, to the Council of the
Regency and the Bulgarian Parlisment an appeal to help facilitate the
departure of the Jews, assuring them that such an act will be taken into
consideration at the conclusion of hostilities at the time of settling up
accounts;

b) That a similar appeal should be sent simulteneously to the people
of Bulgaria asking them (in case its leaders do not react in a positive
rmanner to this request) to take it upon themselves tc help the Jews now in
Bulgaria to cross its borders - with a speciel word cirected to the offi-
ciale, especially those of the police, promising that a humane attitude
will be taken into account on the day when the lict of responsible acts is
drawn up;




¢)  Phat immediate stepe be talen wii the Governnent of Ankara thet
it put ro obstacle in the vay of ihe passage throu Turkey, the only
torritory now acce: te Uer, of tie refgee.s whe succeol in fleed.y
Bulguria, wo ratte,: tielr maber, - with gll the gua ich ite

Government of frkary believes isht be useful, in as much Gewa
solvitely temrorsry basis ang as olspositions
“tly en route to anctler place of refuge,

ilens ase to Lo considered only as sugies-

Of course, th
A

ticns, and fhe throe eilal Great Fowers of the Mnjted katicn, siouwld
t Ecdificutd 4 ay Geck. opportume. However,

it is ius duty to emuhiasi ze

the Jews in Dulgseria wnd tiat
irreperacle fate, and i
t Dowvers o O 3¢

The denersl Contdotioners

Albert Siareselski
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April 19, 19il,

Mr. lawrence S. lesser )
Assistant Direotor, War Refugee Board

Exeoutive Office of the President

Washington 25, D. Cs

Dear Mr. Lesser:

We have reoeived alarming reporis conoerning the situation
in Bulgaria. Dr. Marocus Ehrenpreis, Honorary Chief Rabbi of
Stockholm, who is a member of our Executive Comittee, was
formerly a Chief Rabbi of Sofia, Bulgaria, and has maintained
the best connections with the head of the Bulgarien Church,
Hotrppolitan Stephen Sofiskie.

Hay I ask you to be kind enough to have the following cable
forwarded to Dr. Ehrenpreis through the American legation
in Stookholm:

"News receired from BulgarJia extramely alarming. The time
has came for Bulgarian Church to throw into the battle

its full authority and prestige. May we gount on your
speedy and energetio intervention? :The Bulgarian people
should bs urged to hide the Jews and to grant them every
assistance. It seems that the Lithuanien Church threatened
with excommnication the accamplices of Nazi executionerse
Could Bulgarien Church be indwced to follow this example ?
Awaiting urgently your reaction.”

Please let mp know whether this messaée has been forwarded.

Sinoerply yours,

ALK:bg
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Februayy 18, 1844

1 . _ Fveacuation of Bulgarian ‘Jews to Palestine,
(3tatus of projects as disolosed by files
of Visa Divislon, State Departzent.)

On Karoh 1%, 194F Berry in Ystenbul wired the Department that
on Herch 10 Bulgarien suthorities had ordered the arrest of “ofis
1+ Jewa preparstory to deporting them, FPrime Elnisztor Filev perronally
intervened to rescind the order temporarily. It spneared that =
final phase {n the Jewish erisis had begum.

In the to=n of Kyuntendil every Jew hed been ordered to
prepere 30 kilograms of baggege in preparation for deportstion to
Poland. These people wére kept under errest for one weok during
discussions between local police mnd central suthoritiss. Finslly,
1t was decided not to send thex to Polond. 2 statement was lpsmed
to the effect thot Jews who are in Bulgaris proper would not be
deported to Poland, but thet Jews in Macedonis, Thrade; end other
regions occupied by Bulgeria would bs gent to Polsnd, Jowish
detention csmps were opensd at Gorna Diumays; Pupnitsa Radomir Pirop.
These are tonporary campe from which the Jewd would he sent to per-
panent cexpr in Thrace snd ¥acedonla. Locsl Ameriosns rsceived -
numerous appeals from Bulgsrien Jowe for assistsnce in obtaining b
viess,”

On Harch 23, Berry reported to the Department that the Dulgarian
Governzent's policy is to elimiuste the Jewish population. 1/ The
British have authorised 5,000 Paleatine visas for rofuges Jews and
the Turkish suthorities will grant trensit visas for refugees cho
are assurad of viess for countriea besyond Turkey., However, » short-
age of trensportation facilitles hés been a retarding fector.

On Harch 28, Berry gave the Deportment supplementsl {nformetion
on the plight of Jews in Pulgarie, _2;/ Fe stated that a non«Yowish
member of the Bulgarien Perlisment sho came to Istantul, slleged that
4Ahs total Jewish comwunity in Bulgarie was threatenad with immediate

)/ Parephrase of this telegrea Ro, 94 R 28, Hsroh 28, ie atteched
herato. .

2/ Psrsphrase of this telegrsm Ro. 101 R 20, March £8, is sttached
hereto.
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extinction by deportation to Poland. This individual suggested thet
a strong protest by the Amoricen Government to Bulgeria would
strengthen the position of those in the Bulgariusn Government who
opposed the Jewish policy., The prestige of the Amsrican Government
is so great that such s protest would offer the United Nations en
opportunity to drive a wedge between the Bulgarian Government ard

the pesople. Ro more than 5% of the Bulgarian psople support the
anti-Jewrish snd pro-Germsn policy. Berry suggested thatk although

a protest by the United States Government may not be practicedle,
protests by various groupe in the United States would be effective,

On Msy 268, Harrison in Bern rsported that a Sofia ATS despatch
of Kay £8 stated that expulsion of the Jews crested great popular
emotion there, The police were compelled to interveme to disburse
csympathetic demonstrations.

On Mey 31, Berry im Istenbul reported that Grabrovski, Bulgerian
Uinister of the Enterior, ordersd 25,000 Sofia Jews to the provinces
on Kay 24, on the ground thet they had partioipsted in sabotage =nd
rérder, The order provided thet esch Jew muat depart within three
days after raceiving notice, Confirmation by telephone revesled that -~
during the past two days the Jewish population of Sofia had been re-
moved and that the remainder would be removed in another day orvge )
Deported Jews have besen concentrated in achools and bhulldings in“’Ruce,
Starasagors, Karnobat, Ployidiv, and other provincisl towns. They may
be evecuated to Poland. Ha word had been recelved of protests by the
Bulgarisn populaﬂ.on such a8 prevented deportstions in Ysrch.

Attengm Prgtea! of g ;gg and Britigh Governments to Bulg-ria;

Reguest to Turkey to accent $0,000 Bulgarisn Jews,

As Attem Protegt to Bul 8

Degspite Barry's intimation that a protest by the United States
would not be preoticedble, the Department wired the Americen Legation,
Bern, on March 27, instructing them to request the Swiss Government
tc communicate to the Bulgarisn Governzent. the protest of: the U, S.
Governasnt against the psrasecution of the Jews. ;/

On April 1, Harrison in Bern wired the Dopartment thet the Swiss
Governuent would not convey this protest to the Bulgarien Govermment,

I/ Parapbrase of this telegrsm No, 765, dnted Warch 27, is attached
hereto.
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nince the Bulgsrian Government had recently refused to recsive a
cormunication from the British on this sublect, Howaver, Ur, Pllete
Golaz would inform the Bulgarisn Hinister of the contents of the
telegrem, .

On April 11, Harrison raported Pr. "ilet-Golez's conversation
#ith Riossewanov, who apperently !s the Bulgsrien ¥infeter in Beyn,
Kiossewannv stated that he understood thet only Jews in annexed eress
had been affected by the deportstion order, ’

The file dose not disolose that any further efforts mere made by
the Btate Depertment to cosmunicate the sbovs-mantioned protest of
this goverament to Bulgarlis. - - S

Be. Propossl to Turiey to aggept £0,000 Bulgarisn Jews.

The firat inforsstion concerning thie propoesl ias contained in
the Departoent's wire to inkars, Jsted@ March 50, which states that
the British end Americen QOovernments hod agreed to récuast the Turkish -
Government to accept 30,000, or more, Bulgerien Jews who might be
gotten out of Bulgaris {f thet Government sllowed tham to depart., 1
The cost of ovacuating and caintsining the rafugees in camps ir
Turkey would be defraysd by the American snd British Governmenta,
and after the War the refugess would be reprtrinted. Anksars was
instructed to make this propossl to the Turkish Government at onds,

On April 5, Steinhurdt In inkeras wired the Depertment that the
Turkish Qovernnent hed ralsed certein prootical objections to the
proposals £/ (1) A ztortsge of materials made construotion of new
camps elwost Impossible; {£) Mo sxlsting shelter wes availebley (8)
There wag a food shortiage in Turkey. T¥ven though food ware shipped
frox the United States and Grent Britein, tronsportation fecilitiaes
#ithin Turkey were inadecuate; (4) Yoreover, the Turke would resent
Bulgeriens eating white bresd while the Turks etarved; (5) There
would be many Aixls sgents in such e lsrge number of refugess, which
would recuire & groat deal of policing,

However, the Turkish Foreign Ninister stated that the Turkieh
Government would trsnsport the refugoes from Thrace to Istanbul if

1/ Paraphruse of this telegram Mo, 288, dated Maroh 30, 15 sitached
hereto. .
2/ Poraphrase of this telegrem, o, 848, April &, io nttached hersto.
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the Dritish and Amsrican Oovernments would transport then fromr
Tatenbul to Prlestine or elsswhere, )

Fa An Bde Yemoire of the British Imbes-y {n Wachington dated
e - Co .. April 19 recited that thore was no prospect of {nducing the Turks
: to receive 20,000 Bulgsrien Jews and thst the only porsible solu-
tion of the problex would be to srrenge for their transport to aome
other deatinetion, The Usroire slso strted thet the Stnte Deport-
. ment 1s awere of the Swisms Government's attitude thet it sennot
communicate to Bulgarie e requeat thet no obstrole be plened in the
uny of deporting 30,000 Jewz fror Pulgeria, In reply to réprocene
trtlons which had been made %o the British Ambassador by Rabbi ¥ige S I

i T and Judge Proskeuer, the Britich Ambagsador was inntructed to gay
that a project for evacuating 4,500 Jawiah children and 500 odulte
slready 15 under exy snd that cormunication to the Bulgarian Governe
rment of o further ascheme before this first seheme in oorplate sight
give the Bulgarian Government an excuss to delsy the present L3 0
tion while considering the more smbiticus proposal. Lord Helifsu
7a5 slso suthorized to cnll attention to the {rprobebility of the
Bulgsrien suthorities egroeing to the lasue of exit rarmits to eny
een of Eilitery ages 1/

After April 19, 4t epposrs thnt the plan to. svacuste 20,000
Jews wae dropped for the rdeson given, :

—
111, Evnouation of 4,800 chidldrep and 800 sdults frow
Bulgaris to Palestine, )

The file does not contaln deocuments which describe the early
stages of thiec projeot or 1ts detsils, aince it eppears to be primerily
8 British plan., However, there was s reference to it i{n Berry'e
telogran te the Dapartment dsted Faroh BE, and in the Britiesh Alde
kemoire, dated April 19, which ie susmarized above.

A dosument entitled "Text of Telegrem roceived fros the Foroign

Office dated May 11/48% states that the project for ovacuating

4,000 (?) ohildren end BOO edults from Bulgsria appears to bs in

dsnger beceuse of difficulties connocted with seledtion and trong-
port, 2/ The docurent stster that the Bulgsrian Governeent beve

ell slong stipulated that they should selsat the refugees who sre

to.go snd have rafused to desl vith Br, Baruch of Sofie who was
norinated by the Jewish Agenoy for Pulestine to rwake the selsction,

The British seguiesced in this latter method of meleotion snd propoaed to

1/ Copy of Mde Memofre, dated Avril 19, 1n attoched horetos

2/ A copy of this docurant {e& sttached hereto.
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aporosch the Swiss euthorities with a re-uest that they should convey
such socuiescence to the Bulgerien Government,

The Turkish Government was unable to alloeate more than enough
rolling stock to carry 150 peruons across Turkey per month, However,
if sea transport could be provided from Igtonbnl, the Turkish
suthorities could probably csrry more peraons by rail from the Bulgsrian
frontier to that port. The Bulgarian railvay suthoritiss stated thst
they could carry 480 per personc per mansum apd the Turkiah Government
was being asited whether they could inerssas their capaclity to » similar
limit, The Turkish euthorities have spproached the Roumanian Government
with a view to chertering the Boumanisn liners Transylvania and
Besdsershia, now st Istenbul, for shuttle service betwean Istenbul and
Baifa.

The United States Government was asked to sssoglate 1tself wxith
(A) the spproach to the Swiss to cormunicate the British assent to
selection by the Paleatine Agency, +nd (B8) the British approsc® to the
Turks regsarding trensport.

In compliance with the British recnest Full sired the American
Legetion, Bern, on May 15, to sssocliate themwsslves with the British
epproech to the Swiss in regard to zele~tion of tha rofugees; and on
¥ey R0, ull rired the Americen Fabasey, Ankers, to sssoclate with the
British in their approach to the Turks respecting the possible charter
of the two Roumenian liners.

Appsarently, the foumsnian Government agreed orally to the charter
of these liners on condition that they be wmanned by Turkish crews and
that & gusranies be mede sgainst lose of the vessels, However, the
Roumanisns wore unable to glve & final enawer until the matter WAL
referred to Berlin 1/ No further mention 1z msde in the fila of the
proposel to chorter thess veasale, and 1t would rees that the matter
wag dropped.

On Esy 24, Harrison in Bern revorted to the Department that
informetion received fror the British revesled that Qerssn pressure
hed led the Bulgarian Government to &«dopt n sgtiffer attitude, The
Bulgarisn ¥inister of Interior hag intimated to the Swiss Charge
dtAffaire at Jofie that the Bvlgerian Government hed Geolded to close
the Turkish Bulgerien frontier to all Jews,

l/ This information was received in e letter from Hayter of the Dritish
Febassy in fashington, according to & remorsndum from keems to Long,

tgd Nay 21 E
Ef %ngvé éxcuse at the hearing of the House Foreign Relations Come
mitte was lack of funds. Sescriticiem of this in lotter of Mra. de
Sola Pool to Long, dated Jam. 18, 1844, which is sttached hereto.




About o mwnth lstor Sumner Felles confarred with Vivgount Ealifas
gonaerning the need for sotion in gatting tha Jeslsh rofugeas ovt of
Bulgeris. Yelles steted that ihe Jevish orgenishtisns in tals rountry
Toered thet Lf thare wez furtuer delsy nobe of the vefugras rould be
pernitied to loeve Bulgaris, in whioh cige the U $3ed Eibons sould be
properly held resvéonaible for the situaticn thot v uld 4hen dyvaiop. 3/
The Ashs :zdor Imcuired shether sev fefinite rord bad yet taen ;
reeslved will regard to conetrveting roeertion coonr fn Yortin ifrice
for Faropesp véfugoen. Feiler told Ynlifex thet Rovsovelt imd given
Trureill e pgrorsndus on the rubfaob shieh ChureRfll gafd he would
dizeura »{th hi. cabinet, Hosever, Churohill sposrantly sag grinteining
that tho Prestdent 4id not dicouns the ratisr with bls,

Tt woenld srer that 6% w llie J6line nd heiliex cenferrad, -trong
neter bad plroady beer rent o Bulperte Ry e Dritiak grd Asaviess
gavernronts 21th rsupect o Ve profet te sveevets qhldren, Thus on
Jund 25, Herrison st Barn reperted to the Departsent thet the Fridtsh
Legation in imitroviand ord recetves imstruetions en key 71 to copenlt
with the Amerlcan Legsdion sue see thrt the &xiss Governceni Jzfd tae
Bulgariun Governsent in me ¢oubt thst {6 the lelter parairtad In oree
fustng te lot Jemieh oblldron lesve thls would bo « fiogrsnt e of
urdertaing. 1t ras 41 elessd thet notes € thir offunt frir Loth the
iritdab sed Aroriesn Governments sere covannlested to ¥ulgartie by the
Srizpe  {Topdse of tness notes zere not foumd tn tha rile)., The Safee
Dogstion i Sofie roverted thomt Bulpevier sutharities hevs baen couprilasd
to suneapd tha sovecsnt of Jsnay tewerd the Turkisn fresiier beoou<a
Jawisk trevelers vare turned beok by the Govren senreot rolice.

Mn July ¥, #. Ou disyter of the British Pnbowsy ip Anabington vrote
to Yeaza thnt Lhe Bulgerian Covernmant hied confireod thet the frontisrs
vare olomed te 1l Jeus sgoept tnose selvoted by thewnalvan, 4 Ky,
daytor ateied thet this ney be ¢ HIUPT and thet My, Rdon hod ottemplod
to esll {1t by inatruoting the British Hicister at Norm on June 28 to
irguire of the Bulgerisn Goverraoni throvgh the Swies how many Jewinh
refugens xay leave under tuo rrocedurs proposad by Bulgavine Fus flle
does noY disclose any Yurther infermation resprsting tuda instivotion,

Goma doubt as to tho & curnoy of the infermation given by ¥re Heyter
fz roised By o letter dated July 16 frowx Uoldven, -of the Axsrican lwarguo-
oyy Cosrltbaw for flonlst 2rfeipn, to Trevers, In whet letter Bre Coldpan:
Stated that a reprs:entstive of the Juwish Ageney fov Palovbive ip Tatantel

L/ ¥ewcrswdur of avavarvatlon, dcted Juna B8, 10 nbbaahmd horebos

3/ Gopy of fuyter's letter of Joly &, ta sttuahed hereto,




. hed cabled that Sofia hed agre the exit of 1,000 pereons until the
end_of July on condition that ses trensports could be srrangeds Goldmen
stated that delay in obtsining trsnsport during the lest few months wes -
reaponsible for the lack of sucaesa, He suggosted thet the British

. Fobassy be cllowed to mske decieions on the epot instead of being cor-

#: polled to refer every question bsck to London. The file doss not reveal
thet any sction waz taken by the Departrent with respect to Mr Goldmen's

- suggestion thet 1,000 persons could ba reseund.

he had with Yr, Hayter in which Er, Hayter stated thet the British
suthorities in Turkey have now received full asuthority to zot immediately,
without consulting London, on evacuating Jews fyom the Balkans to ’
Pelsdtine #hen shipping s eveilsble. Apparently, ons of the giffioulties
suggested by Goldmen has now been eliminated. '

It will be seen from t'e sbove that the file dcea not definitely
disclose what baosge of the plan to evacuete the 5000,

111. Policy of Bgiﬁiéh Governwent tosward sdmission of

Jewa into P tine other neutral goun o8,

Re Is Osmpbell of the British Fubassy in Washington wrote to Cordell
Full on Septerbsr 9 thet the British Government hed deoided that in the
i future a1l Jews who mey sucoeed in escsping to Turkey will bs eligible
for onward transport to Palestine where they will be placed in cerps
end if found satisfectory will be gradually relezsed as legal immie
v grante into Pelestine sgainst the ourrent emigration quota. EK By
Bpmeard traneport™ is mesnt suoh transport by sem or rail es rey be
arrsnged Ly the British with the appropriate diplosatio mission.

N This policy sill aleo spply to Jewe who manege to esonpd to other
neutral countries, but shere they have escsped to gountries in which
thoy sre safe they will normally rezain thare. The lotter emphasired
1ts confidentisl neture, steting that seoraoy was essentiel to-the
tnterests of the refugees themselves snd thst Ble Kejeaty's Qovernment
intend to meke no public ennouncemdnt of the policy. However, the Jewlah
Agen¢y for Palestine was informed in confidence.

. Polioy of Turk Tranaport of refuges
ghrougg Turkey to Pslestine.

A lotter from the Foreign Office, dsted-Decesber 1%, to Pucknell
of the Americon Fmbapsy, London, states that the Turkiash Government ie
allowing in primciple the transport of e liwited nurber of refugees
{78 every 10 days) through Turkey to Palestine or other countrice of
nsylum, £/

1/ A& eopy of this letter, dnted Septesber 9, is attached hereto
"8/ A copy of this letter, dated Decexber 1%, .is attacked hereto

T On Septembor 28, Uoldmen wrote to Long coneosrming n sonverastion — R —
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: OFFICE OF STRATEZIC SERVICES
Washington, D. C.
v .

Cgﬁntry Bulgerlia Dissemlpation No. A-18414
subject Greek Workmen Report No. G 557
pate of Origin Nov., 6, 1943 Distributed January 14, 1944

Place of Origigr>gairq

At the tine of the depogtation of the Jews reslding in
Tarace snd Macedonla (Bulgarian-Occupied)'able-bodied men
were retained In the country, while the others were sent
to Poland and the Ukraine. e Bulgars and the Germans
shared at the time this gretutous manpower. Jows who
remained in Bulgarisn hands were utilized for diverse
works in the country, living within concentration camps
after working hours. o

Last October 15 the Germans asked the Bulgars to hand

over these Jewlsh workmen, who numbered nearly 20,000

for labor in central Europe. The Bulgars complied with

this request, after raising certain obstacles, and were

thus deprived of this manpovor and several current works

remained In suspenso. v

In order to rill this gap the Bulgars had recourse to
able-bodied Gresk men remaining in the occupled reglions.

Toward the end of last month a first convoy of Greeks was
directed toward Bulgaria proper and since then the Bulgarian
military suthorities carry out "gweeps” and concentrate

at Dedeagach all able-bodled Groeks between the ages 18 and 35.

This nas caused & new. cexodus of Greeks who, in splte of
all oppressalve measures - theyhave undergone, had remained on
native soll. -
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Gh.g’l
EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, December 4, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Under date of November 30, I sent you some notes
regarding conversations 1 had iy Istanbul with some
of the reprssentatives of the Jewlsh Community of Bul-
garia and with Major Henry of the International Red
Cross. I have just received the enclosed additional
note from the International Red Cross, based upon
information made availasble by iajor Henry,

While some of the information today is only of
historic value, some others of the suggestions he
makes are current. I belleve that this material is
included in hkajor Henry's official report to the Inter-
nationgl Red Cross in Switgzerland regarding his activi-
ties in Bulgaria. ) -

Sincerely yours,

odondn Gt fla

Herbert Katzki

_Mr. J. ¥. Pehle, fxecutlive Director

Wer Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Yiashington, D. C.

Enclosure
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S Ankars  24/11/44
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-

Conesrning the state of the Israslites of Bulgaris

Tro total mumber of Jews in Bulgaria 1s around 47,000, of
whort half lived in Sofia. Tﬁeﬁ wers expellsd from the capltal in
Ma§E01945, to ba deported to Poland. This projeot was not followed
4 ’ up,:thanks to publi ¢ opinion, which was very much opposed to this
measuroc, A
The Jewa of 3Sofla woirs internsd in a scoré of provinclal : .
villugss, and had to s21l all their goods. AL praesent, the

Irreslitss who returnad to the casltal are fed at publioc soup-

kltchsns and aro.shaltarsd haphazardly. Their homos were plllaged

. 7 and wers rsn.erod uninhabitaebls as a roesult of the bombardments,
Tha Jews 1living In tire provincas also suffered considerably

from ths anti-Jewlsh laws.
On boptowber 9, 1944, the Jews ol Bulgaria were disiributed

as follows throughout th.: country:

Plovdiv 6208 Targlivitch 086
Russet 5000. ©  Burgaz 836
Kurstendll 3800 Kargubat . 80b
Plsvsn . 3300 Shiven 708
Viddin 2654 Samokov : 584
Shumen 2613 Gorna 539
Pazardik 2488 Provadiv 473
Doupnitza 2350 Berocovizka 450
Haslovo 1694 Shirpan 417
Ferdinand 1b616 Novli Pazar . 367
Vratza 1800 Dobritg 334
Rasgrad - 1124 . Sofia 300
Naobol 1100 Bela Slatin 2085
Vliom 1050 Lukowltbz ’ 266
other towns 2000 - othar towns 850

totalt 46,577

Since Septomber 9, 1944, the Jews of the capital have been
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trylng to return to thoir homes in 3 .fia; -1t cannot yot bs said
how wany have roturned te that clty, Tho. numbsr of Jews in the
eanital incr.ases from day to day; the Isramolites oi the whole
country ars larg»ly Bulgarian subjects. fherarware only 1075
foreign Jews on august 25, 1943 (211 Snaniards, 146 Italians,
130 Groeks, 155 Turis, 3tc.). It 13 estimated that the nasdy
ones without ni..ans for sxistence numbsr at lesast around 10,000,

To coms to th3 aild of thesa unhaopy psopnle, who ars for the
most part swall businsssmen or artisans, it would b» nacessary to
distributs cloti:ing and wonsy. 2 raguust i.as boen made to the
largs Jewish organirations that tha oomé to the ald of thess
pérsons,

The Jaws ara organizs” Into commnitinss which ars sll under
the aut-orits of tne Central Consistolrs of Israoclltas in Bulgaria,
lately formec, which provides a suffid ent guarantaea th;t a

control may boe oxerclssd by this organization.

|
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, November 30, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle:

v Thére recently arrived in Istanbul three of the
Zionist representatives from Bulgaria., I had an oppor=-
tunity for speaking with them and have made some notes
for our files on our conversations, As I thought you
might be interested in knowing what they had to say, 1
am enclosing a copy of those notes herein.

For me, these conversations threw some additional
light on information which we received from one of the
Americans who returned to Istanbul from Sofia last
September. I wrote a memorandum at that time, under -
date of September 29, 1944, which I gave to Mr, Hirschmann
to bring to the United States, Undoubtedly he has turned
this over to your office, At that time I had some reser-
vations regarding the message brought out by this American,
-as I indicated in Section II of my September 29 memorandwu.
Apparently this American spoke only with the Consistolre
people, whose view point 1is reflected in what he told me.

The three Zionist gentlemen from Bulgaria have written
a letter bto the representative of the Joint Distribution
Committee in Istanbul, in which they give some additional
information not included in what they told me. I em there-
fore enclosing a copy of that letter herein-for ‘your records.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours, {

Moot fadoghn

Herbert Katzki

J. W. Pehle, Esquire
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Znels: Copy of memo of November 19
Copy of letter of November 21

J
\ |
|

A




"M EMORANDTUM
November 19, 1944

Notes on Conversation with:

2
) Mr., Joseph Levy of Rousse, representative of the Jewlsh
Agency in Bulgaria;
Mr, Vitali Chaimoff of Sofia, President of the Central
L] Committee of Zionists in Bulgaria and member of the
B'nal Brith;
§ ) - Mr., Sabatal ishkenazl of kousse, member of the Central

Committee of Zionist orgenizations in Bulgaria.

These men arrived in Istanbul expecting to be able to travel to
the United States, having besn designated from G.oneva as Zionist
mambers of the -ulgarian delegation to attend tine confersnces of
the World Jewish Congress in the United States,
I. The econom:c situation of the larger proportion of the Jews
in Bulgaria is very bad. Although nominally the Jews have had
thelr rights rsstored, practically these mean very little. they
are not able to find employment, and their homes and businesses
have not bsen restored to them, nor have they receivad any finen-
cial assistance from the Bulgarian Govermment. L1t is true, how-
ever, that Jewish neovle have the rigat to work if they can find
emnloyment, in tre same manner as members of liberal professions
such as doctors, lawyers, dentists, etc., may nractice those
profzssions 1f they can find clients. Obviously, this is not ¢
simplé whers peodle have be n out of work for four years.

Concerning the return of funds expropriated by the Governmeht,
the 12 per cent capltal levy which the Jews were recuired to vay
as a tax 1s not to be restored. Thess funds were used by the
Commissariat for Jewish Affairs for the administration of Jewish
properties. A balance of approximately 150 million leva re&ains

in this account. However, these have been ear-marked for

Tt
!
H

restoretion to specific orgenizations, suco as 50 million leva for

T
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trustesd Jewish Community funds in kaceconla and three to four
million lavae for.the Keren Kayemeth. the special tax of 25 per cent
on Jewish assets, which had been levied, has not been raturnsa.
Therfact is that this is only a projet ce loi which, if put through,
will orovide for vayment in » per cent non-negotiable bonds vpayable
in five years, 1iis rastoration, thsrofore, if carried out will
not provids the sene}iciaries with any cash on wnich to live.

The 25 per cent tax at 1¢42 values amounted to 2% billion leva,
Although tne 12 per cent tax on Jawish canltal was supvosed to
srovide a centrsl fund for assistance to J2wish p=onle, the amounts
axn nded for this vurpose wsre very small, and consisted largely

in a contribution to varions soup-kitchens in tie amount of eight
tc 12 leva per p2rson per day for fseding purposes. The perspnal
blocked property has been returned to the originsal owners if it'

was sti1ll on hand with the Commissarliat for Jewish Affairs. 7

11, ‘The Jeswish Consistoire--the Cunsistoife Centrale des Juifs

en Bulgarie--with headquarters in wofia, has been officielly
constituted. The members oi the Consistoirerwere not slected by
the Communities, but wers appointer by th: Government. The Con-
sistoire (accor-ing to information given lajor Henry of the Inter
national Rea Cross) 1s composed of: '
President: Mr. David Eroham, lawyer, legal counsel to the
Ministry of Social Work; '
Sscretary: Mr, lanteko Rahamlnoff, lawyer;
Vice-President: mr. Jatques Natan, publicist;
Members: Mm¢ Nastla Isacova, chemist; Mr, tSdouard Arie,
lawyer; Mr. Salis Tagger, businessmanj; Mr. Israel
Mayer, laborer.
The 1ist supvlied mé by Mr. Josepn Levy is: Davic droham,
President, Soclalisty Jacques Natan, gdouard Arie, Manteko

Hahamindff}ﬁNastia Isacova, Salis Tagger, Natan Grunberg, Joseph

g
i
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Alcalay, Agrarian, and Chelomo ikachiah, Zveno party. It is to be
noted phat althougn the Consistoire is supposed to represent all
politié;l partiss, thers are no Zionist members tnereof.

III. Betwsan 20 and 22 thousand Jews have thus far rsturned to
Sofia. Their living conditlors and their economic positlon are
bad.

IV. About. 15,000 of the Jews in Bulgaria ars very poor. They
urgently require,-in adcition to food,-clothing, shoes, medicaments,
and nousshold furnishings., In addition, 2,000 families, involving
seven to sight thousand versons, are artisans and small business
psoole, who would be abls to assist themselves 1f they wers aole
to secure credits for capital. The regular banks require guaran-
tees for loans, wkhich these peoole are not able to provide.
Accor-ingly, 1t would be well if funds could be found for the
esﬁeblishment of cooperatives. The,cooperatives—which heretofore
exlstea wers liquicdeted under the anti-Jzwish regulations, with
one exception. this was the Sofia Jewish Cooperative Bank, Geula,
which at one time had 3800 members and a capital of 18 million
igva. This bank could save itself by merging with a Bulgarian
non-Jewish cooverative, so that its characteristic as a Jewish
institution has been lost. 'This is so fo such an extent thet even
_though Jews are now supvosed to be able to return to their former
employment, thée Jewish employees ofrthe former Geula have not been
able to get their jobs back. Man& of the former officers and
directors of Geula are still in Bulgaria. Mr. Chaimoff was for-
merly vice-presidant. He did not think that it would be possible
to raiée much money in Bulgaria as capitel for a coonerative.

v. The hsalth of the Jewish people is bad.  Eighty per cent of

3
1
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the men, which includes bstween six and eight thousand young
narsons, who had been in the forced-labor battalions, contracted
malaria during their service. 4Althougn not completely cured,

t#e y have now been called un for military service in the Bulgarian
army or have raturneu to Sofia.jPJust orior to the departure of
trese informants, a small evidemlic of typhus and diphtheria broke

out in one small group in Sofia. Tne crowded living conditions,

" wit- two end thres femilies forced to share one room, carries

with it the canger of wide-soread illness, <there are no medica-
mants of any kind in Bulgaria for the assistance of these psople,
Vi. Although ths Consistoire is opposed to emigration, the

larger vroportion of Jewish peoople in Bulgaria wishes to leave

that country. These psopls, especlally the younger groups, see

no future for themselves in Bulgaria, ana wish to leave that
country to re-establish thems=lves elsewhere. Although the Bul-
garian Government has stated officially and publicly that they

are not oppossd to emigration, and in fact are willing to do svery-
thing tney can to assist those psrsons)within the frameWbrk of
Bulgarian law/who wish to smigrate, there still are a great many
¢ifficultiss attsndant upon the comoletion of the necessary forma-
lities, ‘There are still required the 10 to 15 different individual
documents before a person may leave. ‘he passports still are
endorsed to incicate that they are being issuea for emigratiorn,

the same way as they were prior to the change in situation in

Bulgaria, and which at that time connfted that the holdsrs wsre not.

to be permitted to return to Bulgaria. A simplification of

emigration rsquirements sk ulé be secured.




-5=

-

Novembser 22, 1944

I spoke with Major Henry tocday, who recently left bulgaria
where ne had been engaged principally in prisoner-of-war work
in behalf of the International Red Cross: H. stated that he .ad
interested himself in Jewisn affairs and had been in contact on
a mumber of occasions with tne Jewish Consistoire, especially
with Mr. oroham. According to kajor Henry, ths sitiation of
Jswish people in Bulgarias reslatively is not bad. He stated tnat
in nis opinion about 10,000 v=ople nesd clothing. In his ovninion
about 5,000 leva ver parson per month would enable a needy indi-
vidual to cover his expnsns=s., dowever, material nelp is needed
becauselnven witn funds‘things suce as clothing and medicinss
cannot bs onurchased in Sulgaria. Wajor Henry said that he
rscelved most of hils information rsgarding the position of Jewish

¥

peopl=s in Bulgaria from the Consistoire oeople.

- From my conversations with the Zionist grouv mentioned above
and with Major Henry, I judge thst there is a funcamental differ-
snece between the Consistolre people and the Zionists. The Consis-
toire members who, I am informed, had not been previously active

Y paran TAT
in Jewish communal affairs,Awere hand-picked by the Govsrnment,
Their viewpoint apparently is that now that the Jewish psople

have had their rights restored, they must remain in Bulgaria and

make the best of the situation. This viewpoint is fundamentally

|
|
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A ovposed to that of the zionists, who naturally ars in favor of

emlgration, which thay say 1s the desire o' the majority of Jews

in Bulparia. ‘thsse Tactors, tnst 1s, tie nationsiist attituse on

tre wert of the Consistoirs ane tne oonosits point of vi.w of the

Ziorists, ‘undoubte.ly ar- rsflected in all taeir r-lattionshins

wit- th2 Sulrarign Governmant, and thelr attitudss wite vagard to
& Jewish »roblems in =ul,aria today.

HE/b
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November 21, 1944

To the American Joint,

At present approximately 45,000 Jews are living in Bulgari
Of these 25,000 returned to Sofia after the Octover oth date on
which the new regime was introduced in Bulgaria.

During the four years of the Hitler Regime, the Jews in
Bulgarias were in a very bad situation, They had no political
or civil rights, no right to do whatever worke. They were obllged
to leave Sofia, without having been able to liquidate thelr affairs,
They were sent to the provinces with no means, they had to leave
;gehind their houses, furniture, personal effects and all that they
possessed in funds, etc. They lived under the most difficult
conditions in the provincial towns.

Men from 18 to 50 were sent during these last five years to
so=called labour camps where they had to remain for 6 = 10 months
yearly., There they were obliged to do hard physical work: builld
roads, railroads, drainage of swamps, etc. They had to do all this
work with no payment, under most unhygenic conditions, and without
recelving any food. Their clothes, reduced to rags were not renewed,
they had no shoes and worst of all - no medicine., The greatest
part of these men, about 70 - 80% contracted malaria fever, rheumatlc
diseases, etec., All of them have suffered from & physical breakdown.
Yuring this time their families were left with no shelter, no funds
and with no food - almost starving.

After Oct. 9, 1944 these Jews (25,000 from Sofia) having lived
under such insupportable conditiona in the provincial towns (16 .= 20
persons were compelled to live in one room, or 100 = 150 persons
in one hall of & half dilapidated buildingS, tried immediately to
improve thelr situation snd returned to Sofla.

But unfortunately in vain? conditions here were even worse, 88
most of the houses they had left, were elther bombarded (demolished)
thus uninhabitable or already occupied by Bulgarlans, who lived
there since the Jews had jeft. The shortage of houses is represent-

ing this a very important question.

The Jews from Sofla had also left behind their whole belonglngs,
as furniture, kitchen utensils, etc, and these too weré taken during
their absence by the Bulgarians or sold by the Commissioner of Jewlish

Affairs at very low prices.

Now back in Sofia, the Jews are lacking the most primitive
furniture, utensilse They have no clothes, no shoes. They have no
means to buy even & bedstead or something for the kitchen, They
also lack nourishment. The Jews cannot even start to work agein in
their professions = most of them were retail dealers -- as there 1is

not material to be found in Bulgaria.
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Artisans cannot work as no tools can be fouﬁd nows There is
also a shortage of raw material, Factory workers also cannot find
work as the factories are not working in full shifts,

The aforesaid 1s the reason why Bulgarian Jewry is in a v
bad situation economically as well Zs mo%ally. Andyit is an ig;gssible
thing for them to rebuild their future by their own means, They
cannot expect any help from the Bulgarian government, as the latter
are themselves in a very bad position, economically and financially,

Ir 1s therefore urgently necessary that the utmost help should
be extended to the Bulgarian Jewry by a vast relief action,

We therefore take the liberty of addressing the Joint, who does
the humanitarian work of rendsering help to Jews, This aiq should be
rendered as soon as possible because the winter is near,

1) There are no raw masterials in the country - thus the relief sction
should comprise natural produces, clothing, underclothing, shoes,
medical supplies, utensils for the kitchen, tools for the artisans, etc.

2) To enable the artisans small traders and middle class merchants to
work again it is necessary to provide them with credits which could be
easily gotten,

3) The whole Bulgarian Jewry with no distinection of social position

1s in need of help, and as the members. of the actual Gonsistoire

Central have not been elected by the Jewish populstion but only
nominated, it 1is absolutely necessary that the work of the Relief=-action
should be directed by a committee composed of representatives of all
Jewish public organlizations and instituttons, 1.e, Consistoire, Central,
Zionist Organization, Bene Berith and others,

(signed)

W. D. Heimoff, president of the Zionist Organization,
ex~member of the Jewish Consistoire,
presldent of the Koperativ Bank ix "Geyla™

Joseph Levy, representative of the Jewish Agency in Bulgaria,
eX-men ber of the Jewish Consistoire,
president of the Community of Rousse, Bulgarila,

D, Eschkenazy, secretary of Poale Zion,-and member of the
Zionist Organization. -
address: W. D, Haimoff,
Izar Borisstreet 117,
Sofia Bulgaria.
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EMBASSY OF THE ‘-
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

+stenbul, October 30, 1944

Jear Hr, rehles

“hers is enclosed herein o translstion of a
brondcest made over the Sofia radins on October 21
on the motter of the devoritatisns of Jéwish peonle
witich tosk place frow iacedonia and Thrace, The
information contsined in the broadcast at this time
“iztorical interest, but you mi_hit find
carestin o5 an indicatlon of the change of
t in 3ul_aris which now permits such brosd-
ts to be made, ani in rddition to help round

s

some of your tiles on Bul arisa,

«ith kini regards,

Sincerely yours,

g o
;M‘“ﬁﬁ“

Harbert Katzki

J. . Pehle, Hsquire
wxecutbive Divector
rar Beofugee Board
Treasury Building
#ag ington 9, D, C.
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Translation

Extract from Broadcasts received in Bulgarian (OWI)

October 21, 1944, 19:00 Sofia 352,9 M,

The Commissar for Jewish Affairs 1in Bulgaria, Beleff, had
concluded an agreement with Captain Tannenberg, officer 1in the
SS forces, concerning the emigration of 20,000 Jews from Bulgaria
to Poland,

After the signing of this agreement, the German SS officer
told Beleff that he should have the consent of the Bulgarian
Government, so that the Government would not have any claim for
the return of these Jewish emigrants.

With unequalled cynicism, Beleff declared that Messrs, Filofr,
Gabrovski, etc., were not very Interested in the return of the
emigrants. To justify this, Mr. Beleff exhibited the decision

taken by the Ministerial Council, protocol 116, according to .

 which the Jews who should leave or emigrate from Bulgaria would

automatically lose their Bulgarian citizenship.

It concerned itself with the sending to Poland of a contin-
gent of 20,000 Jews, &and the rest would be .sent after April 15.

It was necessary to arrange everythiné for the first por-
tion. Nothing but a signature, and the fate of 20,000 persons
was decided, o

- They proceeded wilth the organization of this shipment.

Every living person hﬁd to be sent off. It was to be announced
to the Jews that they wers to be seént fo the interior of the
country. What low tactics!

Two weeks of feverish organization passed. "Lists, railway

&
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cars, and even (what irony!) a sanitary service, which was to
assure the health of the emigrants, were prepared.

March 3 is the holiday of the liberation of Bulgaria. During
that night the military guards went from house to house sand
announced to the Jews that they had to be ready in one hour. They
had to tske with them money, valuable objscts, and other things.

The humen herd was sent in the first place to concentration
camps provisionally organized in the stations. There a new task:
to count the persons.

The "patriots" stole from the Jews their money and valuables,
as well as their baggage. The policemen ridiculed the women.

The railway cars were ready. The guards accepted {received) !
the "merchandise". The doors were hermetically closed and
sealed.

The "shipment" coming from Belomorie was loaded on open
cars. The children were nearly dead from hunger, beside old men
and women. There were no young boys to be seen in the cars,
because they were mobilised into forced-labor battalions.

The cars went through the region where the boys were at
that moment, who at the passing cried out the names of their
mothers and fathers, and thereafter were beaten by the train
guards,

Thus they grrived at Doupnitsa, where there was a new census
of recéipt. There were some dead. 3500 persons found death in
the generous permission for emigration. 7 ' 7

From thers, again loaded on rallway cars, half dead with

hunger, they were sent to Lom, where some barges were already

¥
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prepared to receive them, and from there towards Katowitsa,
toward Poland. 9158 persons were sent from the reglon of Skopie
and 15,203 others from Belomorie and Macedonia. None of them
remains allve.

The rest of the Jews of our land could escape at the last

moment, thanks to the energetic resistance of the Bulgarian

people.
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I spoke with one of the members ofii?e American military

) EE—
mission, whieh had been in Sofia and which returned to Istanbul

September 29, 1944

within the past few days. During the limited period in wHoh he
was in Bulgaria, he tried to securse some information regarding
the status of Jewlsh people there. He had opportunity for
speing some of the Jewish leaders in the country, and also to
apeak with somerprivate Jewish people. What he learned from
his conversations and from hls own observations, in summary, is
the following. v '

.. :an.L»f~La«

1. The Jewlsh peoplg in Bulgaria have been restored absolutely
A e

to full rights, and they are now entirely free people, subject,

of course, only to those restrictions which affect everybody in
Bulgaria. Tre y have freedom of movement,rtheir funds have besn
unblocked, they can exercise any profession, 80 into’;;;_gﬁsiness,
their schools and Jewish instltutions are being rebuilt, etc.
There is sbsolutely no difference between the position of a

i N ot

Bulgarian Jew and a Bulgarian non-Jew. The Jewish question Ty

/

a_gpadniggge in Bulgarle today.r ConSequently, any attempts which
m;y now be made ohwgﬂ; Sasis of securing special treatment for
"the long-suffering Jews", to single them out for benefits from
the Government, mey tend to foster anti-Semitism. The Govern- -

ment itself is taking all stepg to do what is right to cancel

the effects of actions which had been taken agelnst the Jews by

previous governments.
2, Jowlsh leaders in Sofis asked this American to bring
the followlng messaée to the outside world. They asked him to

let it be lmown that the Americans and the english or enyone
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else should refrain from bringing any pressures of any kind or
meking any requests of the Bulgarian Government in connection
with elther the economic or social reintegration of Bulgariean
Jewry in the 1ife of Bulgaria. Yhere should be no demands
1iade for speclal considerstion for them or their special treat-
ment of any kind on any grounds, There should be no attempt
made to secure Speclal treatment for the Jews of Bulgaria in
connection with any discussions which might be had involving
peace terms. In summary, all steps should be avoided which
might be construed as creating an especlally protected section
of the Bulgarian population, which would lead to preference of
one group or another, because it is backed by the Americans, the
British, or other influential eountries. The Jews of Bulgaria
are now in a position to protect their own interests. Those
persons who formerly did evil things agalnst the Jews are belng
punished in Bulgaria, 7

This American repeated the foregoing message several times
in order to emphasize it as the wish of Sylgarian Jewish leadership.
(In my opinion, a request of this kind must be taken into
consideration, On the other hand, I think that 1t must be
examined in the light of personal investigations on the spot,
to learn a 1little more about the thinking of the people respon-

sible for this request and attitude.) : o

— 3. This American thinks that recent-developments—4inBulgerie —

might bring some change in the question of emigration. He
thinks “that older people who might have deslred to emigrate 4n
the past will now wish to delay thelr déoision, at least until

such.time as they are asble to liquidate their properties and
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assets whloh have now come back lnto their possession, or wvhich
ﬁay be féturned to them pursuant to the new regulations., TYoung
peovle may still want to emigrate, but it should be kept in mind
that under recent decrees, Jewish men of military age, that is,’
between the ages of 18 and 45, have been called up for regular
military service. This would mean that their smigration would

be conditioned upon their securing military releases from a
military which now is anxious to have them as part of the regular
Bulgarlan army, as against the earlier situatlion whers the Jewlsh
men, as undesirables, were put into labor battallions, from wH ch
release for emigration could be sdécured.

4. I had the impression from our conversation that the cir-
cumstances which led to the withdrawal of the American and British
missions from Sofia were not such as would preclude the entry
into Bulgaria of Americans for relief purposses atrthevproper time.
He had no feeling that the presence of American relief would be
opposed by the Russians. 1t certainly would not be by the
Bulgarians. g

5, Regarding possible emigration from fumania by land via
“Bulgaria, I was informed that the Rumanian-Bulgarian border is
cloéed, end that travel by land from fumania would be impoééible
at this time. BEmigration from Budapest via Bulgaria would like-
wise- be impossible, not onlyﬂbecaus; o£~German;opposition but . _
because of the military situation through the northeastern and-
eastern part of Jugoslavia, and the western part of Bulgaria
itself. In his opinlon, emigration from Hungary to Rumania via

Transylvania would likewise be impossible at this time, because

of the military zones in that area.

. y
HE/b : Herbé% Katzki
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CKOSS-REFERENCE

o BULGBBTAL .ottt
{Name of Applicant)

* S rae . tuessat et aaenssausbanss

(Application Number)

FOR REPORT FROM KATZKI, RE CONDITIONS OF JEWS IN BULGARTA

SEE:  PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF & RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATIONS
TO & THRU' TURKEY  (11) :




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TR

Istanbul, December 8, 1944

% Dear hir. Penle:

In our telegram of Decamber 7, we advised you of
the reports which had been received Iin Istanbul regard-
ing mecical rsouiremsnts for the Jewish people %p
sulgaria. At that time ws acvised you that a 118t of
urgently re:quired drugs would be prepared in Bulgaria.
This 1list nas arrived here, ana a copy thereof is
enclosed herein.

s

Tne 1ist was received by Jewish Agency represen-
tatives in Isianbul from the Jewish Agency people in
Bulgaria. It was not accmpanied by any information
as to who made 1t up, or rsgarding the number of per-
sons for whom medic:ments were inbtended. Ons must
assume, therefore, tanat it is intended for the entire
needy Jewish pooulation of the country. We have no
idsa, from a medical polnt of view, whether the list
is comvlete or not to meet minimum resquirements, nor
regarding the reasonableness of the dquantities men-
tloned. Ve are sure, however, that a trained person
of Public Health, by examining the list, would bs able
to det:rmine something of ths needs for which the med-
icamrats are recuested, and to analyze it in terms of
quantities, items rsauested wiich might be omitted; or
others which snoul: be added for a basic assortment.

You may wish to mak-~ the list available to
interested agencies., ‘he irportant thing is that if
agsistance will be given, it shoule go forward at the
earliest possible moment,

Witr kind rsgards,

- »incerely yours,

Herbert Katzki

Mr. J. W, Pehle, sxecutive Director
War Refugee soard
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. C.

I Enclosure: List of mediecal supvlies




12)

18)
19)
20)

21)

Istanbr?,

v Liste de médicaments

etc. pour la Bulgarie

amidum Acice~Phenyl Ethyl Barbiturieum
Acidum rfhenyl Chinoline Carbonicum
Adrénaline

sther pour Narcose

sthyl Morohine Hydrochloricum
Piriciline (%) ’

Antipirine

Atébrine

Novoceaine

Galcium Bromatu

Canvaora

Calcium Lactogluconeate

n n

Cardiazol (benzomethylen Tetrazol)
" " " liquide
Quinine
n
Calcium Quinine
Codeinum

Coffeinum

Vitemines A, B, C, D, =, K.

22)
23)

24)

Pyramidon

Digitales preparata

Dimetine (lheobroline Natrium
Salicylicum)

4,12.1944

- 20,000
- 20,000
- 5.000
- 300
- 10
- 5,000
- 200
-300.000
- 5
- 100
~100.000
- 20.000
- 5,000
- 10.000
- 100
- 20.000
-300.000
- 5.000
- 5
- 50
- 50.000

200,000
- 200
- 50.000
- 50

tablettes
tablettes
ampoules

KES .

tablettes
kgg.

il

ampoules
n
kegs.
ampoules
kgs.
ampoules
tablettes
ampoules
kgs .,

"

ampoules st

tablettes
de chaque

kgs.

ampoules

kgs .



25)

26)
27)
28)
2¢)

30)

41)

42)

44)

'48)

48)
47)
48)
49)
50)
51)

Hohedrine Acetonine
" n
Glycericum
Hexamethylentetramine
Insuline ampoules
Toduwm opurum
Lobelinum Hyérochloricum
Morphinum preparata
Neosalvarsan preparata
Olium Jecoris alfeli (7)
0lium Riecini
Phenacetine
Plasmochine
"
Santonine
Sulfanamide Sultapyridine oreparata
n " n
Torpinum Hydratum
Ipeka Wuanba Radici Compulvi
Vaselinum
Ozena Vaccina

5 _mos Sfizica preparata (?)

~

n i "

'Hga}oééniﬁ;hﬁgafgghrodiaﬁf&g Ndvéhsis

Otalgan Carbon Glycerine (?)
Leucoplaste

Anticlorestine (?)

?

5,000

20,000
- 500

- 50

- 100

- 500
- 5,000
- 5
-200.000
- 10.000
- 2.000
- 200
- 20.000
-300.000
- 30
- 20.000
-800.000
- 100
- 200

- 1.000

1.000
- 10.000
-300.000
- Wi.OOO
- 3.000
; é.OOO

- 1.000

ampoules
tablettes

kgs.

ampoulesg
kgs.
ampoules
kgs.

kgs.
ampoul es
tablettes
kgs.
ampoules
tablettes
kgs.
Hi

kgs.
flacons

ampoules

tablettes

kgs.
flacons -

rouleaux

flacons

;
!
l




52) Vasa ifydroscoplica (7)

f . [ Ry .
1) Toutes esbaces de matsriel de pansemant

2) seringues Iinjection avec aiguilles

- ©.000 kgs.

3) 20.000 pairss chaussures anfsnts jusqu'ﬁ 17 ans

4) 40,000 nidces de savon

|
)




1)

— EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRE  yr

To:
1).

(2.
(3)..

Froms. .l

WAR RERIGEE: BOARD




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Igtanbul, August 31, 1944

Dear John:

Thank you'for your letter of August 18, I sincerely
appreciate the spirit in which you wrote it and naturally
I shall be guided accordingly.

I agree with you of course concerning the limitations
of cable and other correspondence, There were just such
iimitations which apparently have led to the misconstruction
of some of the messages I had sent concerning my conversa-
tions with representatives of certain Goverrnments in Turkey.
T have tried to clarify the intent of my conversations
which led to these ml sconstructions in my telegram No. 1542
of August 23, and I hope that the matter has now been satis-
factorily cleared for all persons concerned.

Let me assure you again that I have made no postwar
commitments to anyone in conmection with our rescue and
roelief programs and that nothing I have sald can have any
bearing upon or in the remotest way disturb the basis for
conversations between our Government and that of any other
during the present situation. I hope that my telegram No.
1542 has made this unmistekebly cleer, You know that I
would not want to meke any reference which might ceause
smbarrassment to our Government, to the Bodard's progranm,
or to you and your agsociates personally, and have . had these
factors constantly in mind,

In the meanwhile, such conversatlons as I did have did
gecure for the Board a concrete and specific result in having
the nefarious enti-Jewish laws immediately wiped out in
Bulgaria, even before the armistice negotlationse This
assuredly was embraced within the framework of the Board's
terms of reference as the rescue, at the source, of an
entire body of oppressed people, rather than through the
evacuation of only & very smell number of them.

One day we shall have an opportunity to discuss theseﬁ.
things in person, and I am sure that &t that time any N
possible remaining misunderstandings will be eradicated.

e 2

e
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Agaln with thanks for your friendly letter, and
with warm personal regards. -

Gordially yours,

e
I./A., Hirschmann
pecial Attache

J. W, Pehle, Esquire
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C,
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‘ ' V - EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D, C. RYG 31 RECD

August 13, 1944

Desr Ira:

Ve were 811 shocked by the nevs of the MEFKURA disaster. It is
fortunete that you ere there on the snot to do everything that can be
done, snd varticulerly to make decisions concerning future evacustions
by see. As oreviously indicatec, we will fully support the decisions
made by you. I hooe thet this tragedy will not interfere too serionsly
with your future plans for rescue and reli=f now that the ground-work
inside Pumsnia end Bulgeria has been so ably laid hy you.

I am sorry that the vrezs of every day business mekes it zo difficults
to correspond ~ersonally. OCsbles are all right so far as they go but,
uwnfortunstely, they must of necessity leave much unsaid. Typical is our
ceble No. €97 of August 12 (WPB No. 96) sdvising you thet your discussions
with the Bulgariens and Rumeniang should be confired to questions of
immediate reliel znd rescue of refugees.

In borderline ceses it is, of course, not easy to separete the voli-
ticsl from purely refugee mabterz., Particularly now when the var apoears
to be adproaching a climsx in Rurope, the State Depsartment is likely to
construe the term "political"™ in a broad mammer. In this connection the
State Department tekes the position that you were on dangerous ground in
your reference to the assistance which the United States Government would
give for the rehabilitstion of Bulgarian Jewish citizenry in paragraph 6
of the message which you had transmitted to certein Bulgarian officisls.
(Your cable Ho. 1414 of August 2.) Political discussions apparently have
been taking place with reoresentstives of the Bulgarian Government, who
are perticulerly anxious to obtain substential post-war commitments from
the United States. The State Department has real doubts of Balahenoff's
motives in this regard. Becsuse of the delicacy of the question regarding
the posi-war period, the State Department recuested me to meke it clear to
you that the War Refugee Board has no authority to bind the United Ststes
Government with & post-war commitment or to enter into discussions on such
matters. Rather than enter into a prolonged debate, I agreed to the
despatch of our cable No. 697 of August 12 (WRB No. 96).

Your No. 1446 of August 7 arrived in Washington after the despatch
of our No. 697. Paragraph 5 of your cable indicated that you did in fact
discuss post-war vroblems with Balabanoff although, of course, without
< meking any commitments. At any rate, the Stete Department apparently is
' not pursuing the matter further. ;5
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Herea®ter in dealing with foreign governments, whether enemy,
neutral or friendly, it is suggested that you avoid any discussion
of post-wer problems, including the post-war relief and rehabilitation
of refugees. Furthermore, in your deslings with friendly and neutrsl
governments, it is suggested that unless there are cogent reasons to
the contrary, general cuestions such =5 the one discussed in your
conference with Mikhailov of the Soviet Tmbessy on August 7 (your
1436 of August 7; Ankara No. 120) be raised through VWashington which
is in a position to deal directly with the foreign government concerned.

I hope that these few observations will serve to give you some
idea of the line which is being adopted in Washington by the State
Denartment and the Board and which, for obvious reasons, I am unable
to furnish you by cable. Notwithstanding the limitations which I have
mertioned, I am sure you will be able to continue your good work in
obtairing the cooperation of foreign governnents in refugee rescue
and relief matters.

¥ith best regards,

¥r. Ira A. Hirschmenn,

Special Representative, War Refugee Board,
United States Embassy,

Ankera, Turkey.!
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Legr Irss

fie were pll shocked by the newg of the HIFKUXA dissstor. It is
fortunete that you tre Luerc on the spot b5 do averyining thet cau be
done, and particulsriy o make decluious conoarsing Suture svasustions
by ses. 4s orevicusly indigate., -« will fully support the Seelsions
mnde by yeu. 1 hous thet tuis tragedy will not interfere too serioualy
with your future slans for rescus snd relicf now that the groundeverk
inside Pumenix and Bulgeris hes be-n po &bly iaic by you.

I en sorry that the press o every day busimess mskos it go difficuld
to correspond erasnally. fabl:s are wll right ac A5 thay go but,
unfortunately, they must of neven-ity lemso much uneaid, Typleal is our
cahle No, 697 of iu,ust L. (W08 No. 96) advislag you that your dinoussions
wits the Bnlgerie end fumanians should t: corfined to quastions of
inmediate rolisf rescue o refugees.

In borderiing 2oass it 4s, of course, nol esay to saparste the aolie
tical r'rom purely refugoe matier:, Partioularly vow when the rer 8.'posry
to be approsching = climsx ir Xurore, the Stete Depariment is liksly to
sonatrue the term ®politicel”™ in & bread msnner. In this connsoticn the
Sbete Pspsriaent aks- the position thet you were on dangerouvs ground in
sour reference to ths assistsnce which tho United States Goverument would
give for the rehebllitstion of Bulgarian Jewlsh citigenry in paragraph 6
of the meesage whioh you hed trensmiited io certsin Bulgarian o"ficinla.
(four csble Ho. 1414 of August 2.) Polition) dipcusaions spparaently have
boen teking plees with representetives of tho Bulgerian Government, who
ure pertioculerly mnxious io obtain substential post~war commitments from
the United Sistes. The Stute Department hus resl doubts of Balabanoff's
notives in this regard. Becaugze of the delicacy of the question vegarding
the post-wor period, the State Department requésted me to wake 1t olear to
you that the Yar i:efugee Board hee no authority to bind the United Ststes
Govarnmant ¢1th & post~war comadtment or to enter into disocusaions un such
matters. Huthor than enter into & prolongad debuta, 1 agreed tu the
despeteh of our cable No. 637 of August 12 (VKB No. 96).

Your do. 14406 of August 7 srrived in Feshington after the despatoh
of our Ho, 697. Paragraeph 5 of your dzbie indiosted that you did in fact
discdusg postewsr probiems with Balabanorf slthough, of course, without
naking any commitments. At any rate, the State Deparitment apparently is
not pursuing the matter further.




Horesl'ier In dealing with foreign governuents, whother ehemy,

‘neutral or friendly, it Is suguested thet you avoild nny discussion

of pogtextr problems, inc.uding the post-war ralief and rehabilitesisn

of refugeea. Murthermors, in your dealings with friendly and nsutral

goverupeuts, 1t 1s suggested that unleas there &re cogent reasonz to

the contrary, gensral cuestlens such cs the one disougeed in your

confera:sge with tdkhellov of the Soviaet “mbeasy on Auguot 7 {(your

1433 of fugust 7; Ankera Ho. 129) be raised through finghiagton which

ix in & powition to deai directly with the forsign government conoerasd.

= I hope thet thuese few obssrvaiions 71ll serve to give You soxe
ldee of thw line whiech iz baing edopted in Washington by tlie State
Duoartinent and the Hoard snd which, Far obvious roasons, I &% unable
to furnlsh you by eable, Noiwithstanding the limitetions which I have
mentioned, I ar surs you will be eble to conhimus your good work im
obtsi ing the covperation of foreign goveroments in refugee resocue
&na relist satters.

#ith best rogards,

(Signed) J.W, Pohle

J. F. Pohls
lxoeutive Mrector

¥r. Ira A, Hirschmena,

Speelnl Rapresentatlve, Var Refugee Board,
United States Enbassy, .
Mnkara, Turkey.

JRPenlesdg 8/18/44
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en Amérigue

Washinglon, 5 AA, — 982 véfu-
gids sont arrivég I’Europe, hiler, a
New-York et ont gagné Forg Outa-
rio od ils viveonl en paix ef en sé-
curité. Ceux qui  s’étajent embar-
qués en Ialie sont deg Yougosiaves,
Autrichicns, Polohais, Grecs, Tché«
easlovaques, Riisses, Bulgares, Hon
darois, Espagnols, Fmancais. Tous
ont saiué In Tiberté, du popt de
New York, avec un  enthousiasme
indescriptible. :

Arrivée de réfupiés =

PR, o s - o




-nkara, ‘urxey

E 3 -ugust 8, 1944

Deur konsieur oSimond:

Furguant to my conversutions with .., dalebanoff, Sulgsrian
Minister to lurkey, held «t your home on July 24 and .ugust 5, T
an writing to outline my views und my requests related te the efforts
to resoue the citizens of Bulgariu who are victims of persecution

and oppression, .

The above conversations with and reports from sulabanoff for
his Government contuined elements for encourasgement us first possible
steps. Bulubunoff's lettor, which hus been transmitted by me to
daphington, is confirmatory of the ubove, but us I reiterated to
him yesterduy, the Bulgarian CGovernment is not going fur enough,
especlully at this crucial hour in its history. I am convinced thut
the Govermment is taking steps to expedite the rolewse, within technicul
possibilities, of thoir molested citizens who happen to be Jews,

But from the information at hund, confirmed by Bulgarians whe have
munuged to dopart, these steps at this time can result only in a
pitifully small emuncipaztion.

I am bothered by two aspecots of the situutiont a) thut few
refugees will be able to leave Dulgaria in the next important weeks
and months; b) that the War Hefugee Board of the United ~tates
Government, watching daily for specific acts of large refugee move-
ments out of Bulgaris, will have no choice but te interprot these
negative results us a breach of faith by the Bulgarian Government
in the face of its verbal and written representations by Balubanoff,

Considering the improved politicul situution today, us reported
to me by Balabanuff, cné the desire axpressed by him for his Government
to maks suoh moves whioh could win the good will.of the United States.
and our people, we stand today in a position whers tho fortuitous
first steps in a program which could be produstive of good on all sides
mey be unwittingly misconstrued, I tharefore requested of Balsbanoff
on sAugust B what we belisve to be the only so0lid and satisfaetory

—move thatshould be offered by the Bulgarian Government, without delay; —_ B
namely, concrete steps to revoke and abolish forthwith tho two nefarious




konsieur Sisond

=f= sugnst 8, 1944

£

anbi-dewiah luws on its books,

unuiare of certuin teohnieal «gd
45 Uoverment in sulgaria may have f

whioh today, in the impro

In demanding the wbove we wre not

politicul obstaeles which the

uced u pumber of weeks ugo, but

ved situation, seem to huve been cvercoma,

«olde from this, may I Presume to suggest thut thess ure duys whon

Governments will persist only by bold and forthright measures,

espociully considering tho uccelersted Sweep of .llied victory, end o
consldering the desire of wll vovernments to ing themselves in some

measuro of good grace at the I'vuce ‘Luble, °

«8 you know, I am colothed with no cuthority to speak in conmeetion
with the latter, I anm csharged, however, with the special responsibility
of effectuating the rescue of ninorities, snd am privileged to ofter
BOW & specific opening for the &ood will of the United “tates that
can result only from broad strokes in the proof of the new Bulgarian
regime's interest in humenitarian objestives, e8pociully as reluted to
its own ditizens, Balebunof'f, in kis lotter of July 26, stated:

"there {8 no doubt that the lgurian Goverrment regrets
oxcecdingly all the measures which have beon tuken regarding Jews in
our country and that it does mot in the lesst approve these neasures, "

“oppurently the Bagrysnov regime intends to tuke steps to negate
the policy of the fommer Government in its rathless corruption of a
helplese minority of its own poople. e assume thut the Goverament
will not be content to stop there, but will teke the LeCeSsATY. MOuSUTres

designed concretely to reconstitute and rehubilitate these viotimized
members of its own eitizenry,

- Permit ms to repsat thut the Bulgurian Government stands today in
a position where it can win for itself a Ppriceless meusure of good will
without, as I see it, giving up anything fundamentul excepting two laws
which it maintains were forced upon 1t by its Kazil aollaborators, and
the riddence of which urouses the respoct of the civilized worla for
.the indepsndence of the new dulgarian Govermment. If any saerifice is
necessury on its part, conneoted with the revocation of these luwg,
I am confident that the scales will weigh heavily in its own favor after
the decision 1s announced und we are permitted to present it forthrightly
to the world as an oarnest of the Uoverument's good falth.

R mwma,msammsm&sm&aw will—be heralded -
with the widest favorable publicity throughout the United ututes
{and we hope Britainj, which I shall taks it as ny egpecial task to




donsieur wimond «ggust 8, 1944

discharges 1he evidence of the enormous publiecity in -mericu, that
resulted from the abolition of the concentration caump in irumsnistriu
by the ikumnpniens, is with Ir. 5luck. Ihe step I am suggesbing would
eldcit publicity und good will of un increased nsture und SCOPee

1bere is another aspect of the subject which we discussed snd
which a)gould be re-enforced with the Dulguriaus. it is my conse
that this muy well be ne time for plamnning lurge-scale emigration
movements out of a country like Bulgaria if the present Government
of Bulgaria is es sound and forwurd-looking in its determinstion to
raconstruct its country as is indlcated, The Jews who have been reduced
by these two luws to complete deprivation und inubility to earry on
any legitimute work must be put on their feet, not for themselves
slone us Bulgarian citizens, but for the enormous contribution that
they will make in bhslping build the new usulgariss It is a strange
puradox which history relates that the depressed and depleted Jewish
rolulations in other countries, when roleased, have without exception
rebounded und very soon become valuable cltizens in building the
wealth and oculture of their communities, Considering the history of
Bulgeris, the Jews us an indigenous purt of thut nution, enjoyed
relatively fulr treatment until recently when this latter record wus
amudged by one of the blackest puges in Bulgarian history. #ith any
“falr chance, economic sssistance, rehabilitation end sustensnce, the
Jewish people should guiockly become essential and useful partlcipants
in building the pnew nutlione

ahy send them in lost groups to strapge lamds if, as the wlnister
for their country asserts, they will "gradually" find themselves bagk in
the position of respect und responsibility where they were before the
war, Consldering reports of peverty, bunger and depravity, to which
the Jewish pobulatioa hus besn reduced, it is declidedly too late to take
those steps “gradually." 1t may. even be that the Bulgarian Govermment
some months hence mey find itself in the position of beekoning for the
return of these self-seme oitizens whom they helped deport to Palestine
at great expense and inconvenieagce. I trust that you ure not burdened
by my over-smphasis of the peint, but I insist ‘that the step we ars
suggesting will be of even greater adventage to Bulgaria thun to those
who will be suved.

Ono more point: I think the leaders of the Lulgarian Goverument
—  ___ gshould know that we shall expect to hold them responsible for that which
Balabanoff signed. #hile he wrote gwomewhal less than ho Teported to ms
verbally, his letter is categoric in =sserting that (u) the government
will ameliorate the situation of the Jews und cecase all foms of perse-
oution witiout delay; (b) transport will be facilitated within all
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possible technical meuns. Ths letter gous further in its implications,
but spesking for the Govermment of the United otates of .merica I
repeat that we shull never be satisfied with these conversations and
representations until these two luws are revokede In the meanwhile the
Govermment can be complutely lax in its enforcemant of then, '

Nor will this be sufficient: .s I reported above, & state of
economic depravity exists ror its Jewish citizens resulting from thess
lawse what {8 the good of permitting poople freely to leave their
bomes if they have nowhere to go, nor means of gocuring funds except
by immoral and illegal means; 4f there ure no possible avallable
methode of reconstrueting their lot or their daignity as bumsn beings?
Measures must be found at once to supply them with food, tho necessary
means of living as decent citizens, and econcmie assistunce to
rehabilitate their businesses, their families and their homes,

we propose to offer through the wussistence of oxisting reliefl
ugencies now represented in Turkey, along with thut of the iar Refugee
Board of tho United States Uovernment, such means to rehabilitate this
population as possibilities permit, Obviocusly it 1s not toc much to
ask thut the Bulgarian Loveriment permit this «nd assist it in svery
possible wuye They have pauperized the populution, w8 do not ask them
to revive it but only to permit others to do so without let or hindrance
80 thut thsy muy contribute towurds the wellbeing of thelr own country,

I ho,e to hear that the forthrizht and sincers steps sugmosted
hoerein huve been tuken by the sulgwrian uovernment in order to fortify
its josition aron: the humane nswtions of the world and to win back the
respect und good will of cur people which they had so serupulously built in
the last hulf-century ..nd which they have ao sorely lost in thg‘last : -
bluCk WuIr=-yours.

w»ith thanks for your kirdness,

vordially yours,

Ia# iirscrmann
wpoeial «ttache
+ Government of the u§itod wtutes of ‘Wwfjfﬁg;

- 7
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wongieur Uilbert oimond
42 Necatl Bey Caddesl
Yenigohir, -mkara
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P.5e If the dulguriun Govermment is seeking methods to
demonstrate its sincerity in being helpful in this situation
counpeted with refugee movements, we ul'e informed thut a
- number of refugees, possibly up to 2,000, will be lsaving
nungary in the next few days. e have requested of the
wumanian Goverssent thut they permit these refugees Lo enter
humenia in trunsit wnd we have teen informed thut the Humaniuns
huve ugreed in princiile to this procedurs. Obv iously the
Pulgeriuns would not at this time wish to set up & blockade
) aguinst those refugses in the fuce of thelir representutions.
It will thorefore be neceasary for them to agreo to psrmit
thuass refugees Lo come through Bulgaria and to provide for them
the necessury transit fucilitiea out of Bulgaria to Turkey
without deleye. The ubove will apply similarly to refugees :
who will ba leaving Rumania, {who do not arrive from RungaTy |,
wne fov whom trensit f.cilities through Bulparia will be reguired. .

L.« i




OFFICE o\i - &
1. A. HIRSCHMANN.,
Y oapril 24, 1944

i Mr, John W, Pghle
| Executive Director
: Vlar Pefugee Board
| Treasury Building
Washington, D, C,

Dear John:

Attached 1s a mémorandunm of

a conversstion I held with

Dr, Blatk at the U, S, Consul
General's Office in Istanbul
on arch 20th. Please note the
legt paragraph.

Cordially yours

AN
l’ 3

S
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izhiret I, A, Firschmann
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Istanbul, "urkey,
March 20, 1944,

Memorandum of Discussion with Dr. Black,

/
The real ruler in Bulgaria to-day is Recké}as, the German
Vinister who is a scoundrel. Prince ﬂyril is not only
sympathetic‘to the TGermans but is a German. He is the heagd

of the board of repents having succeeded the iing of Bulgaria.

4 yis position is now untenable and he is trring to find a way
4 out,

It is true.that the situation regarding the Jews has
eased just a bit since Gabronky was ousted - he may come
back, although this is doubtful but the Jeish population is
in a catastrophic condition. Thousands are now eating in
soup xitchens and there is not much in the soup. The bombing
in ~ofim,upon-which we have no official revorts as vet, has
not eased matters.

Dr. Black thinks that the repreéentations made to
Balaéanoff, Minister to Turkey, were well timed; that B.
is now at a loss to know how to heip saving his country and that
his Government may regard this as a "straw". B. stands iﬂ well
having been annointed to Paris at the beginning of the World
ar and now in this nivotol nosition, Dy, Black feels that
this 1s exactly the time to exert pressure on B, and that
it shodygﬂzgggﬁ'rewards now., He believes that the Russians
will eventually succeed in arousing the ponulation to the
point where they will overthrow the present Government. ™he

——— —  _extent to which the Bulgarian people will permit themselves - — .

to be dominated by the Russians is questionable.




Dr. Black referred to members of highly skilled
medical and dental men and women coming out of Bulgaria
who might be used effectively at this time in war zones.
mhese men and. women agree to offer their services in any

sector. I promised to take this up in Washington.
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" MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES February 25, 19kl

% Ret Evacuatioh of Children from Bulgariz and
other Balkan Countries to Palestine
(Information taken from the censorship
files of the Visa Division in the State
. Department:)

A letter dated October 27, 1943 from th ricsn Joint
Distribution Committes, New York City to Louia Sobol in Buenos Aires
(NYFIN-17168) indloates that there is a projodt being negotiated to
evacuats 4,000 to 5,000 ohildren from Bulgaria and other Axis
countrips to Palestine. The difficulties involved are the obtaini

. of Bulgarian exit permits and TurkIsh trensit vieas and the arranging
of transportation for the children from Turkey to Palestine.

Apparsntly several monthes before this letter was written
the Turkish Governinent had inatructed its Bulgarian and Roumanian
Casulates to grant transit viess to groups of 75 children ab
ten-day intervals. The Bulgarian Governmont wse prepared to grant
exit visas for the first thousand children provided sea transporta-
tion could be arranged. The: Joint Diatribnticn Oomuittes has
appropriated $150,000 towards this project and is prepared to
provide:! more funds as soon: as. ‘the project gets under WaYe

At the time the above letter was written none of theas
. ohildren had yet arrived in Palestine, The writer explains thus
the reagon for this delay: "Undex present eonditions with the
available transportation facilities the movement of these children
mst proceed slowly."

; HJH:im 2/25/1;1;
herl




! - MEXO{ANDUL'FOR Tl F1LES ' February 25, 19hk
¢ 4
et Evacuation of Children from Pulgaria and
% other balkan Countries to Palestine

(Information %taken from the censorship
files of the ¥isa Division in the State
Department )

A letter dated October 27, 1943 from the American Joint
Distrioution Comrittee, L.ew York City to Louis Sobol in Puenos iires
(7FIK-171£2) indicates that there is a project beinz negotiated to
evacuate 4,300 to 5,000 children from Pulgaria and other Axis
countries to Palestine. The difficulties involved are the obtaining
of Bulgarian exit permits and Turkish transit visas and the arranging
of transportation for the children from Turkey to Palestine.

Apparently several months before this letter was written
the Turkish Government had instructed its Zulgarian and Roumanian
Consulates to grant transit visas to groups of 75 children at
ten-day intervals. The fulgarian Government was prepared to grant
exit visas for the first thousand children provided sea transporta-~
tion could be arranged. The Joint Distribution Committee has
appropriated $150,000 towards this project and is prepared to
provide more funds as soon as the project gets under way.

At the time the above letter was written none of these
children had yet arrived in Palestine. The writer explains thus
the reason for this delay: "Under present conditions with the
available transportation facilities the movement of these children
mst proceed slowly." '

T
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Pebruary 22, 1944.

MEMORANDUM

-
Names of Persons in Istanbul Who Evacuate
Balkan Refugees -- Censorship Intercept
(MI - FIN 9222). (Material obtained from
file in Visa Divigion, State Department )

-~

On November 9, 1943, E. Japotinsgky wrote a letter to J. Mirelman,
1760 Calle Heredia, Buenos Aires, Argentina, stating that the writer
had learned that addressee's demand for a visa had been refused. The
sriter states that fwe" are consulting Alzin* on what still can be
done about it. Addressee's presence in Washington needed to coordinate
efforts in the cause of Jews in Europs. ;

7/

Arich Ben Fliezer has reached Palestine and has contacted Klarman,
who has been in Istanbul during the past two months. They both believe
that the resumption of Your' activities in evacuating people from Europe
(meinly Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary) is now possible. "We® gave
Ren Eliezer $4,000 for the purpose. Allman is going to Ankara to sscurs
political backing for Klarman. Klarman has with him a group of active
people, including Schieber (writer thinke Damm knows him). The whole
matter is serious and stands a good chance of success. -

et

[
*This may be Benjamin Akzinv who worke in the Library of Congress and who
“Isknown-to Friedman—and Hartwige——— - - - - - S

el
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COPY

THE FOEEIGN SERVICE
OF THE
URIT1ED STATES OF ARERICA

~TCAN 135L:ASEY

No. l%gOB London, December 17, 1247

SZubject: Procedure for/ Americen-Dritish
Feference of Refugee Projects
to the IGC.

The Honorsble
The BSecretery of Stete,
Weshington,

Sir:

Upon receipt of the Depertment's telegram 7574
Moverber 30, 1942 in which the Department stated its
agreement thet it is advisable for the United States
end Eritish Goverpments to present iointly to the
Diractor of the Intergoverrmentel Committee such pro-
jetts ac the two Governments consider przeticable for
the rescue end maintenance of refugees, the Fmbassy
comnuniceted its substence to the Foreign Office and
has now received -the Foreign Office's reply. Copies of
both ere enclosed.

In reference to Turkey's policy towerd refugees

the Department will note in this correspondence an ex-
planation of an earlier reference. In its November 17
letter (cee the PFmbaessy's telegram 8095, November 19,

1943) the Foreign Office’'s mention of an errangerment for
the evacuetion of refugeBs from enemy-occupied territory
through Turkey did not signify reversel by the Turkish
Governnent of a2 decision not to grent esylum to refugeds

in Turkey, but had to do only with e transit errengement,
eccording to the December 1% lett-r from the Foreign Office.

Pespectfully rours,
For the Ambassador:

S/ o
. - We J. Gallman

B First Secretary of TFmbassy
Enclosures: '

1/ Copy of letter of December 3, 1943
from the Embessy to A.W.G. Randall of
the Foreign Office.

2/ Copy of letter of December 13, 1943

(W 16948/6731/48) from A. T.G. Randall ) ;‘y‘o
of the Foreign Office. ’ 1%




COPY Fnclosure No. 1/ to despatch
No, 12808 of December 17, 19¢3,
from the Frbresy at London,
"ngland.

London, December 3, 194Z,
(De-T “endsll)

Upofi receipt of your letter of the 17th Noveme
ber ( W 15%85/6721/48) we communicated its contents
to the Department of State from which we now have a
reply stating thst it ~grees that it ir sdvisable
for the United ftetes and British Governments to
present jo ntly to the Director of the Intergovern—
ventel Commdttee such projects as the two Governments
consider precticable for the rescue snd maintenance
of refugees.

The proposed visit of Vice-Director ¥alin to
Itely hes been treated separately and Coville hes
been in touch with you in the matter.

The Devartment states that it has received no
inforretion indicating thet the Turkish Government
i= considering e reversal of its originsl decision,
end would =ppreciate being fully sdvised in the metter.

With regard to your suggestion concerning Greek
refugees escaping into Turkey we sre awaiting the De-
partrent's comments on your subsecuent letter relating
to Dodecanesian refugees.

(Sincerely,)

Howzrd Bucknell Jr,

A. W, G. Fandall Feq., O, B. E.,

‘Foreign Office,
London, %, W, 1.




cory Tneclosure No, 2/ to desnatch
No. 12808 of December 17,
194% from the Tmhassy ot Lop-
cen, England,

FOREIGN OFFICL, :.X4,1,

1Zth Decenber, 194%
No.7, 16948/5771/48

PCerr Bucknell,
e

Plerse refer to your letter to me of 3re Dee-
ember informing us that the Peeprtment of State sgree
thet 1t is adviseble for the United States snd Hig
Eajesty's Governments to present Jjointly to the Direc-
tor of the Intergovernmentsl Committee such projects
£s the two governments corsicer orecticehle for the
rescue end rmeintensnce of refugees.

Tith regerd to pevegreph % of your letter, we
v have no informetion thet the Turkish Government heve
reccnsldered their decision not to grant =gylum to
refugees in Turkey, . T referred in paragroph 2 of my
letter to you of 17th Novewber to the errzngerent
mede with His Mejesty's Covernment whereby the Turk-
ish Government allow in prircivle the trensit of a
limited number of refugees (seventy-five refugees
every ten days) through Turkey to Pelestine or other
countries of asylum.

Perheps you would explein this to the Stete De-
pertment,

Yours sincerely,
(signed) ». Wellker
for

(A %, G. Remdal1) -

¥r, Howard Bucknell, Junior,
Unitea States Em assy,
1, Grosvenor Square,
w1,
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mHE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
fashinzton O0ffice: 1729 Sixteenth Street, N.Y.

September 23, 1943 Iilchlgan 4480

4
Hon. Breckenridge Long
Assistant Secretary of State
Department of State
¥/ashinzton, D. C.

Dear ir. Lonm—:

Referrins to the conversation I had the pleasure =f
having with you last weel, when I told you of -the methods of
handling the rescue problem of Rumanian and Bulgarian Jews by
the British, I want to inform you that I discussed the matter
with Mr. Hayter of the British Embassy yesterday.

Mr. Hayter informed me that the British authorities in
Turkey have now received full authority to act immediately,
without consulting Loncon, on matters of evacuating Jews from
the Balkans to ralestine, when shipping is avallable. Since
our request has been granted ané the matter satisfactorily
arranged, I am not sending you the detailed report ont:the
situation. :

On the question of the money to be placed at the
disposal of the International Red Cross, which I,discussed with
you, the Jewish organizations will have a meeting shortly, and
we will 1let you know as soon as we submit an application. I
hope that, in the meantime, you will have had a report from
the Intergovernmental Comméttee regarding the proposal that
government funds be made available to the International Red Cross

With many thanks for your sympathy and interest in
our problems and with kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ HNahum Goldmann

Nehum Goldmann




BRITISH EdcALY
JASEINGTON. De Co

i Tef: 600/14/45 Ceptember 9th, 1945.
& ‘llllll“l I I"
Ny desr ¥r. Secretary,

I write to let you know that His Mejesty's Grvernment
recently decided that in future 211 Jews, whether sdultis
or children, who may succeed in esceping to Turkey from
enemy-controlled territory since the closing of the Bulgerien-
Turkish frontier in Mey lest, will be eligible (after =
oreliminary secutity check in Turkey) for onwerd trensoort
to Pslestine, where they ~rill be pleced in camps, g0 through
o further security check end if found setisfactory will be
greduelly released as legal immigrents into Palestine
cgeinst the current half—yearly immigrabion ruotes. By
Wonwerd transport! is meent such trensport by ses or rail
25 mny be arranged by His Majesty's Government in cooperstion
with the appropriate diplomatic mission.

This policy will elso epply to Jews whro mcnege to
escepe to other neutrel countries, tut where they have
esesped to countries in which they are safe they wil
normally remain there. Thus the Jews et present in Veuritius,
Cyprus =nd Spain would remain there (unless, as is hoped,
srrengerents can be made in the cese of Spain to rerove
them for the duration of hostilities to Allied territory
in North Aifrice) end only in very specisl cesds end for
verv gpeciel reasons would authority be given for any
onward trensport to Falestine.

The numbers to be admitted under these new proposals
will not enteil =ny iverease in the totsl number of ipmi-
grants permissible for the period ending the Z1legt Merch, 1244,

I have been asked to emphasize the confidentisl neture
of this letter, as secrecy is essential in the interests
T of the refugees themselves and His Majesty's Governrent
intend to make no publie ~ynouncement of the policy
described gbove., They sre, however, informing the Jewish ;
pgency for Palestine in sonfidence of what is provosedl :

T am writing a simila letter to ¥r. Myron Ta&ior. ' - SR

Very sincerely youTrs,

i
! The Honourable /, /s/ R. I. Campbell
Cordell Huill, / ’
" (Copied:NGY ) Secretary of State of the United States,
(compereds ) Washingfghy, Dsifren -

By Authority of Bridish . o
i . V :
! | L e delega
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE of the
NATTONAL YOUTH ALIYAH COMMITTEE

,
Youth Aliyah
COMMITTEE. OF HADASSAH
1819 Broadway, N.Y.C.

January 13, 1944
{

Hon. Breckenridge Long
8tate Department
Washington, D. C

My desar Mr. Long:

The National Board of Hadassah, the Women's Zlonist Organization
of America, has had before it the transeript of the testimony
presented before the Foreign Relations Committee of the Housee,
and will no doubt study so important a document with the
meticulous care that 1t deserves.

£30g/8932n 194 8% "0%8

At this moment, we would like to react to one aspect of the

report with which we are particularly familiar, namely, the

efforts to transfer children to Palestine. Hadassah, as the
American A ency for Youth Aliyah (1mmigration), has contributed
upward of %4,000,000.00 toward the care of the more than 10,000
children who have been brought under the aegls of Youth Ally

to Palestine. When the announcement wae made that 65,000 children
might be transferred from Bulgaria to Palestine, the Jewish
community, not only in the United States, but in all free countries,
mobilized iteelf for immediate action both with respect to securing
the funde, and in Paleetine particularly, in the preparation for
the care and education of the children. We were, therefore, at &
loss to understand the statement made on page thirty of the “"Hearings":

#Thepre was a proposal that two ships would be chartered;

they would leave a port on the Black Sea and go to Turkey,

from there the refugees would go direotly to Palestine.

They would carry 5,000 Jewieh children. When they called
-~—  -me one-merning, we ocould not find money to underwrite this.
1t is an expensive proposltion when 1t comee to moving &
lot of people and prying for their transportation and their
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‘keep en route, The estimated cost was about a half
million dollars for thls one trip. In the course of
the day I could not secure funds. 1 approached the
& #hite House and got an allocation of $300,000 or so
" much aes might be necessary to defray the expenses on
the part of the United States, which would be one-half."

It is not clear to us how the two partes of that statement can be
composed, that no funds could be found, and that the White House

made an sllocation of $300,000. It would have been, we are qulte
certain, an easy matter to secure the balance from Jewish organ-
i1zations ccncerned with the work. On behalf of Hadassah, I must
gtate that we had no knowledge of the efforts being made under

your Glrection to secure the funds, Ve would have considered it

a sacred task to cooperate to the full with all those agencies

which are so deeply concerned with the desperate problems of

Eurcpean Jswry, Whenever we were apprised of problems in which

we could cooperate we have left nothing undone in our effort to

help save the children. It 1s a matter of great satisfaction to

us that, together with others, our representations and efforte were
successful in effecting the transfer of the Polish children, refugees
in Tehersn, to Palestine where they have now found a seoure and

and happy home. Our workers abroad have been deeply disturbed by

the strong lumpression they have gathered based upon thelr immediate
contact with the situation, that the failure to rescue the 5,000
children from Bulgaris was due in large measure to delaying action

on the part of the authorities of our own and Allled countries.

These children and the other victime, too, who were drowned in
unseaworthy tships becsuse they were not given some of the certifioates
6till unused for immigration to Palestine, have taught ue, at a traglc
price, the lmportance of speedy actlon where rescue 1g posselble.

The British government has announced 1te desire to have ‘some 30,000
certificetee to Faleetine used at the earliest poseible opportunity,
and to a large sxtent by children and young people. It is our
fervent hope that these tragic episodes will not be repeated, but
that by— Joilning hands and with the support of our own government

snd that of Great Britain and other Allies, we can save the last
remnant of the most trled and persecuted of peoples. In so far as it
18 in our power to help, I am certain you will agree with us, to

fall to do our utmost is to shars in ceusing the very suffering to
the allevliation of which we are in common dediocated.

Hadassah would welcome the opportunity of discussing the probleme
of the rescue of children and youth and the facilitation of thelr
transfer and rehabilitation in Palestine at any time, and is glad
to place itself at the dlsposal of the Inter-governmental Committee
for Refugees and our own government in this work of rescue.

Faithfully yours,

|
Mre. David de Sola Pool
Member, Board of Managers of Youth Aliyah
TPPek e
uopwa #16
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(I : 7 e Februery 18, 1944
. . MEMORANDUM
' / / /.

& Tvecuation of Bulgarian Jews to Palestine.

(Status of projects as disclosed by files
of Visa Division, State Department.)

. /
I. Reports on Bulgerisn atrocities during March and May 1945,

On Merch 1%, 194% Berry in Istanbul wired the Department that
on March 10 Bulgarian authorities had ordered the arrest of Sofis
Jews preparatory to deporting them. Prime Minister Filov personally
intervened to rescind the order temporarily. It appeared that a
final phase in the Jewish crisis had begun. :

In the towm of Kyustendil every Jew hed been ordered to
prepare 30 kilograms of baggege in preparation for deportation to
Poland. These people were kept under arrest for one week during
discussions between local polite and central suthorities. Finally,
it was decided not to send them to Poland. A statement was issued
to the effect that Jews who are in Bulgaria proper would not be
PN deported to Poland, but that Jews in Macedonia, Thrace, and other
i regions occupied by Bulgeria would be sent to Poland. Jewish ’ :
detention camps were opened at Gorna Djumeys; Dupnitsa Redomir Pirop.
These sre temporary camps from which the Jews would be sent to per-
: manent camps in Thrace and Macedonia. Local Americans received
i numerous appeals from Bulgarien Jews for assistance in obtaining
’ visas.

X

On March 23, Berry reported to the Department that the Bulgarian
Government's policy is to eliminate the Jewlsh population, 1/ The
s British have authorized 5,000 Palestine visas for refugee Jews and
the Turkish suthorities will grent itransit visas for refugeées who
are assured of visas for countries beyond Turkey. However, a short-
age of transportation fecilitles has been & retarding factor.

On March 25, Berry geve the Department supplemental information
on the plight of Jews in Bulgaria. 2/ He stated that a non-Jewlsh
member of the Bulgarian Parliement who came-to Istenbul, alleged that
the total Jewish community in Bulgaris was threatened with imnediate

1/ Paraphrase of this telegram No. 94 R 28, Merch 23, is attached
. hereto.
: g/ Paraphrase of this telegram No. 101 R 30, March 25, is attached
: hereto. ’

I
'




extinetion by deportation to Poland. This individual suggested thet
a strong protest by the American Government to Bulgaria would

) strengthen the position of those in the Bulgarian Government who

% opposed the Jewish policy. The prestige of the American Government
is so great thet such a protest would offer the United Nations an
opportunity to drive a wedge between the Bulgarian Government ard
the people, No more than 5% of the Bulgarian people supvort the
anti-Jewish and pro-German policy. Berry suggested that) although
a protest by the Unlted States Government may not be practicable,
protests by various groups in the United States would be effective.

On Mey 26, Harrison in Bern reported that a Sofia ATS despatch
of May 26 stated that expulsion of the Jews created great nopular .
emotion there. The police were compelled to intervene to disburse
sympathetic demonstrations.

On May 31, Berry in Istanbul reported that Grabrovski, Bulgarian
Minister of the Interior, ordered 25,000 Sofia Jews to the provinces
on May 24, on the ground that they had participated in-sabotage end
miirder. The order provided that each Jew must depart within three
days after receiving notice. Confirmation by telephone revealed that
during the past two days the Jewish population of Sofia had been re-
P moved and that the remainder would be removed in another day orrse.
. ‘L Deported Jews have been concentrated in schools and buildings in Ruce,
| Starazagora, Karnobat, Plovidiv, and other provincial towns. They may
! be. evscuated to Poland. No word-had been received of protests by the
Bulgarian population such es prevented deportations in. March.

TI. Attempted Protest of American and British Governments to Bulgaria;
Reouest to Turkey to asccept 30,000 Bulgariasn Jews.

A. Attempted Protest to Bulgaria,

Despite Berry's intimation that a protest by the United States
would not be practicable, the Department wired the American Legation,
Bern, on March 27, instructing them to request the Swiss Government
to communicate to the Bulgarian Government the protest of the U. S.
Government against the persecution of the Jews. 1/

On Aprilrl, Harrison in Bern wired the Department that the Swiss
Government would not convey this protest to the Bulgarien Government,

1/ Paraphrase of this telegram No. 765, dated March 27, is attached
hereto. .




since the Bulg~rian Government had recently refused to receive a
commumicztion from the British on this subject. However, Mr. Pilet-
Golaz would inform the Bulgarian Minister of the contents of the
telegrem,

On April 11, Harrison reported ¥Mr, Pilet-Golaz's conversation
#ith Kiossewanov, who eposrently is the Bulgerian Minister in Bern.
Kiossewanov stated that he understood that only Jews in annexed areas
had been affected by the deportation order.

The Tile does not disclose that any further efforts were made by
the State Department to communicate the above-mentioned protest of

this governuent to Bulgaria.

B. Provosal to Turkey to accept 30,000 Bulgarian Jews.

The first information concerning this proposal is contained in
the Departrent's wire to Ankara, dated March 30, which states that
the British and American Governments had sgreed to recuest the Turkish
Government to accept 30,000, or more, Bulgarian Jews who might be
gotten out of Bulgaria if that Government allowed them to depart. 1/
The cost of evacuating and maintaining the refugees in camps in
Turkey would be defrayed by the American and British Governments,
snd after the War the refugees would be repatristed. Ankera was
instructed to make this proposal to the Turkish Government at once.

On April 5, Steinhardt in Ankara wired the Department that the
Turkish Government had raised certain prectical objectlons to the ’
proposals g/ (1) A shortage of materiels made construction of new
cemps elmost impossible; (2) No existing shelter was availsble; (3)
There was a food shortsge in Turkey., Even though food were shivped
from the United States and Great Britain, transportation facilities
#ithin Turkey were inadequate; (4) ¥oreover, the Turks would resent
Bulgarisns eating white bread while the Turks starved; (5) There
would be many Axis agents in such & large number of refugees, which
would recuire a great deal of polieing.

However, the Turkish Foreign Minister stated that the Turkish
Government would trensport the refugees from Thrace to Istanbul if

1/ Paraphrase of this telegram No. 288, dated March 30, is attached
- hereto. .
2/ Paraphrase of this telegram, No. 648, April 5, is attached hereto.
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the Pritish and fmericen Covernments woulc trensport ther from
Istenbul to Pelestine or elsext

En Aide Yemoire of the itieh Feles vy in ¥Fesh
April 19 recited that there > wect of lnduc
to receive F0,000 Fulg-rian Jevs and tuht the only v
tion of the problem would te to =srrance for their tr
other destinstion, The Teroire also stroted that the
ment is avere of the Svisr Covernrent's sttitude thet
ccrounicate to Bul“'r:e e recuest tizt no obstecle be
way of d°*crt. 0 Jewe fror Pulgr In rerly to rénre:
tetiope = ¢ "cen nebe to the Bri 2 Arbesgedor by Tabhi 7T
snd Judge TT i b ich txbe Gor wze inrtreeted to oy
thct = orojeet £ ovse 0 wh cniléren snﬂ 500 edultse
=lre=c¢+ ig uncder ond risn Geovern—
M . h :(\ P'G\“‘ &
cuse 1o oel@y the prec cent opeTE~
itious nrovosel LO“' Belifex

19, it srresrs thet the plan to evecunote
? for the réesion given.

il
G

wae cronpe

“vecuation of 4,500 ci {idren
Bulgeria to Palestine.

file does not ccuntain documents which descrite the esrly
of thl- t‘01€ct or its deteils, =ince it appesrs to be reimerily
However, there wes a reference to it in Berry'
o to the Depertment deted ¥arch 2%, end in the Britich Alde
‘emoire, dated April 19, which ig cummerized ebove.

“ ok o0

b Gocument entitled "Text of Telegrem received fror the Fore
Office Sated Yey 11/4%" stetes that the vroject for evscua g
£,000 (?) children anc 500 aedults from Bulgeris cppears to be in
ohnver beccuse of difficulties connected with selection and trans-
nort. 2/ The document states thet the Bulgsrian Government have
all elong stipulated thet they should select the refugses who are
--——to go—ond have refused-te deal with Mr. Baruch of Sofie who was
norinsted by the Jewish Agency for Palestine to meke the selection.
The British accuiesced in this latter method of selection and proposed to

1/ Copy of Aide Nemoire, dated April 18, is attached hereto.

g/ A copy of this document is etteched hereto.




v aporoech the Swiss authorities with 2 re uwest thet they should convey
k] such ecouiescence to the Bulgaerian Government.

The Turkish Government was unable to allocete more than enough
rolling stock to carry 150 wersons across Turkey per month. However,
if sea transport could be provided from Istanbul, the Turkish
suthorities could probebly carry more persons by rail from the Bulgarian
frontier to that port. The Bulgarian railwey euthorities stated that
they could cerry 480 per personc per rensum and the Turkish Government
was being asked whether they could incresse their capacity to s similar
limit. The Turkish authorities heve approsched the Roumsnian Government
with 2 view to chertering the Roumenian liners Trensylvania end
Besserabis, now et Istanbul, for shuttle service between Istenbul and
Haifs,

The United Stetes Government was asked to asgociate itself with
(A) the spproach to the Swiss to communicete the British assent to
selection by the Palestine Agency, end (5) the British approzch to the
Turks regarding treansport.

In complience with the British recuest Full wired the American
» Legetion, Bern, on May 15, to 2ssociate themselves with the British
epproach to the Swiss in regard to selection of the refugees; and on
May 20, Hull wired the American Embassy, Ankara, to associate with the
British in their approach to the Turks respecting the possible charter
of the two Roumenian liners.

Apparently, the foumenian Government sgreed orally to the charter
of these liners on condition that they be manned by Turkish crews snd
thet a guarantee be made against loss of the vessels. However, the
Roumanians were unable to give a final enswer until the metter was
referred to Berlin 1/ No further mention is made in the file of the
proposel to cherter these vessels, and it would seer that the matter
was dropped. R/

On May &4, Herrison in Bern revorted to the Department that
information recelved from the British revesled that Germsn oressure
had led the Bulgarisan Government to edopt a stiffer attitude., The
Bulgarisn Minister of Interior had intimated to the Swiss Gharge

— - TdtAffaire at -Sofim that- the*BulgarlanA*Governmentfhad decided—to—close - - I
the Tyrkish Bulgarian frontier to all Jews.

i 1/ This information was received in & letter from Hayter of the British
: . Embassy in Washington, according to a memorandum from Reems to Long,
‘0 ~ dated May 21.
N . Long's excuse at the hesring of the Hou:p Forplgn Fcletions: Com-— -
-~ mitte was-lack of funds. See criticism of this in latter of Mrs. de
Sola Pool to Long, dated Jan. 13, 1944, which-is sttached hersto.




tbout = month later Sumner “elles conferred with Viccount Talifax

concerning the need for action in getting the Jewish refugees out of

% Bulgarie., Yelles stated that the Jewish orgsnizations in thiec ~ountry
feered thet if there wes further delsy none of the refuracs sould be ’
wernitted to leeve Bulgeris, in which crse the United Bationg would b
vronerly held responrible for the situation thet meuld then develon. 1/
The Am sador incuired whether srr definite word hed yet been -
regeived with regerd to constructing recevction camps in North Africs

for Turopeen réfugees. Telles told Helifax that Rocsevelt had given

Cure™ill e memor-ndun on the subject which Churchill ceoid e would

dizcuss with hiz cebinet. However, Churehill appcrently wes meointeining

thet the President did net discuss the metter with him,

It would ceem thet =t the tize Welles end Halifex conferred, ctrong
notes hsd slresd heen sent to Buleeris by the British snd Arerica-
govarnments with vespeet to the project to avccuste e-ildren.  Thus on
June 25, Herrison at Eern reported to the  Depertment that the British
Tecstion in Switrerland hed received instruetions on Nav 31 to consult
with the fmericen Legetion and see that the Swiss Governient left the
Pulgarian Government i no doubt thet if the letter persisted in re-
fusing to let Jewish ol 1ldren lezve this would be a flegrent brerch of
uncertaking., Tt was 31 clozed thet notes to thic effect from both the
British snd American Governments were cormmunicated to Bulgeria by the
Bwiss. (Copies of these notes were not found in the file). The Swiss
Legation et Jofia revorted that Bulgsrien suthorities hzve been compelled
to tuismend the moverent of Jeus towsrd the Turkish frontier because
Jegish trevelers were turned beck by the German secvet dolice,

On July %, W, G. Heyter of the British Fmbassy in Washingion wrote
to Teems that the Bulgarian Government hsd confirmed that the frontiers
were closed to =1l Jews except those selected by themselves. 27 Mr.
Yayter steoted thet ti vy te ¢ bluff and that ¥r. Fden hed attempied
to cell it by instructing the British Minister at Bern on June 26 to
incuire of the Bulgarian Government through the Swiss how many Jewish

- refugees may leave under the croc~dure oroposed by Bulgaria, The file
does not disclose any further informetion respecting this instruction.

Some doubt as to the sccurscy of the information given by Mr. Heyter
is reised by a letter dated July 15 from Goldmen, of the Americen Tmergen-
oy Comrittee for Zionist Affairs, to Travers. In thet letter Mr. Goldnmn
T 7 TStated thet a reprezentative of the—Jewish Ageney for-Palestine in Istanbul o o

e

1/ FKemorandum of conversation, deted June 24, is attached hereto.

2/ GCopy of Heyter!s letter of Jiuly 3, is éttached hereto.
)
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om the Forplgn O"fice, deted December 1%, to Bucknell
of tae Awericen Fmbresy, London, ctztes thet the Turkish Government is
ellowing in orinciple tqe transport of a lirited nurber of refugees

(75 every 10 days) through Turkey to Palestine or other countries of .

S g |

1/ A cory of this letter, drted Ceptember 9, it atbeched hereto

(

2/ & éopyof this letter, dated December 17, is atteched hereto
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1403/-/43 . ) RITISH EMBASSY

YWASHINATON, D. C.

July 3rd, 1243.

y
Dear Reams,

14 At the conversation which Lord
Ealifax had with the Under Secretary on
June 24th, kr. VWelles ask:g what the position
was with regard to the Jedws in Bdlgaria. The
extent of our knowledze at that time was
summarised in Lord Halifax's letter of the
same date. We asked London if they had any
further information; I am passing on their reply
to you since I understand that fr. Welles is
away.

The present position is that the
Bulgarian Government have now confirmed that -
the frontier is closed to all Jews except those .
selected by themselves. Tals may be merely a
bluff designed to avoid returning a categorical
refusal to all Jews to leave, and Mr, Eden has
therefore attempted to call it by instructing
His Majesty's Minister at Berne on June 26th to
approach the Swiss authorities to ascertain from
the Bulgarian Government how many Jewish refugees
may leave under the procedure proposed by them.

As there seems to be considerable
likelihood that under German pressure the.
Bulgarian Government will repain obdurate, Mr.
Eden instructed His Majesty s Minister at Berne
on June 1llth to enquire whether the Roumanian

Government/

L . AA*;AA, Mr. R. B. Reans,

" The State Department, : . e
Washington, D. C.




PE
,f 8
it

i

Government would allow a number of Jewish
children with a proportion orf accompanying
adults to leave Roumanis for Falestine.

The Roumanian Governmsnt have proved on the
whole more amenable over such matters in the
past and it has been reported that they would
be willine to allow a substantial number of
Jews to leave 1f transport and accommodation
can be found for them,

Yours sincerely,

!
/s/ W.a, Hayter

W. G. Hayter,

i
!
S
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DEPARTVEXT 0T STATE

W Memorandum of Conversation

Date: June 24, 1943
P 7

SUBJECT: Jewish refusees in Bulegria

d
Partieipants: British Ambassador, the Viscount Halifaz;
Under Secretary, IMr., Wdlles

COPIZS TO: S, A-L, PA/D, ©u

The British Ambassador called to see me this morning at my
" request.

I raised with the Ambassador the need for action in getting
Jewish refusees out of Bulgaria, I said that the Jewish organiza-
tions in this country were very fearful that if further delay took
place none of these refugees would be permitted to leave Bulgaria
and that I felt that in such event the United Nations could very
properly be held responsible for the situation which would then
develop. The Ambassador said that he had spoken with Mr. 2yron
Taylor recently concerning this matter and asked if any definite
work had yet been received with regard to the construction of con-
centration camps in North Africa for refugees from Burope. I ré-
minded the Ambassador that there seemed to be some discrepancy of
views as to what the status of this situation was since the Presi-
dent had given Mr. “hurchill a memorandum on the subject which the
: latter had said hé wuld discuss with his Cabinet in London, whereas :
T 7 T Mr.Churchill apparently was maintaining that the President had i
not discussed the matter with him at all. The Ambassador asked if -
I would at least ascertain whether our highest military authorities
were agreeable to the construction of these concentration camps in
Worth Africa. I said I would be glad to confirm my understanding of
this situation. : . ]

U:SW:GES.




| . : o Text of telegram received from

the Foreign Office deted May 11/43

Plesse communicate to the Stete Department
for their stric%ly confidentisl information the follow-
ing rummery of the present vosition regarding e;acuation
of Bulgarian Jewish children to ?;lestjne.

2. The whole scheme of evscuating 4,009 chéldren
and £00 zccompenying edults fror Bulgaris sppeers to be
in danger beceuse of mejor difficulties connected with
(4) selection (B) Transport. -
Z. .. Selection, Bulgarian Government have all
along stipulated that they should themselves select re-
fugees thet were to go, Jewish egency for Palestine,
however, wished selection to be made by prominent
bionists, Mr. Baruch of Sofia, nominated by them, making
selection for Bulgaria, We accepted this arrengement
and he in fact selected a certain number of refugees,
but Bulgerian Government refused to have eny relations
with him. I am at present awsiting assent to Bulgerien
Stipulation on the part of the Government of Palestine
and when this is received, I propese once more to approach
Swiss authorities with reques£ that they should convey
é . A our acouiescence to the Bulgarian Government; this seems

sole means of getting out any substential number. of ' R

children at-all. =~ S : e ]
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4, Trensport. Turkish Governmr-ent themselves feced
#ith e serious shortege of trensport appesr unable to
alloezte more then enough rolling stock (passenger or
~00Gs) toacarry 160 nersons scross Turkey verrenonth. If,
rowever, ces transport could be provided from Iét?nbtl
{Constentinople onwerds, Turkish suthorities might be
orerered to cerry 2 greater number of persons by rail
from Tulgerian frontier as fsr os that port. Bulgarien
reilway suthorities have.told Swiss Consul et ©vofis thet
for their pert they could carry 470 persons per Mensur
and we are acking Turkish Governwent if they could not
incresse their capacity to a similar 1imit, Turkish
suthorities, et the request of fis Majesty's Ambrsscdor
=t fnkasrs, have epproached Roumanisn GCovernment with a
view to Toumenizn liners, Translvenie end Bessarabla,’
now lying at Istenbul, being chartered for o "shuttle"
service between Istaﬁbul and Haifa. Turkish euthorities
zre, however, very pessimistic in regerd to possible
result of their approach. Some small Turkish vessels
have been suggested as an elternafiVe but st least

2 of these have been pronounced wnsuitable, The question

of using Swedish s.s. Prottningholm is now being examined.

5. I should be glad, therefore, if you would, in
view of sympathetic interests in this aspect of refugée
problem disvlayed by the United Ststes Delegetion at

Bermuda, inform the State Department of the difficultieé

which are being encountered in carrying out Balkan




evecustion scheme rnd sk if United Stotes Covernment
could see their wey to essocieting themselves with (&)
cur apvroach to fwiss euthorities regercing selection

=nd (B) our sorrozch to  Turkich cuthorities regrrdin

]

trersrort,
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On the 29th of March, Mr. Villiam Strang handed
to ir. ﬁunn the draft text of the instructions sent to
His Majesty's Ambassador at Ankara and to His Majesty's
linister at“Berne with the purpose of arranging with
the Turkish ané Bulgarian Governments (the latter by
wey of the Swiss fovernment) for the evacuation to
Purkey from Bulgaria of 30,000 Jews who were, it was
understood, to be deported to Poland.

The State Departﬁent will no doubt have received
from the United States Ambassador at “nkara a telepram
to the effect that it 1s the agreed view of the United
gtates and British Ambassadors that there 1s no prospect
whatever of persuading the Turks to agree to recelive
the 30,000 Bulgarian Jews, and that the only possible
solution of the problem would be to arrange for their
transport to some other destination.

The State Department are also aware of the
attitude of the Swiss Government who feel unable to make
to the Bulgarian Government an officilal conmunication
requesting that no bostacle be placed on the &eparture
gf the 30,000 Jews from Bulgaria.

A In the meantine, représentations have been made

to the Ambassador in writing by Dr. Weizmann, and to
British

the/Secretary of State verbally by Rabbi Wise and Judge

Proskauer in Favour &f the dJews in Bulgaria. His

Ma jesty's Ambassador has been instructed to reply to

these representations by calling attention in the first

place. to the fact that practical arrangements are under

way for he evgcuation of 4500 Jewish children anﬁ 500

R o , - eccompanying/

P
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accompanying adults from Bulgaria, and suggesting

that the communication to the Bulgarian Government of
g further scheme before this first scheme is completed
might =#ive the Bulwarlan Government an excuse to delay
the preéent operation while considering the more
ambitious proposal, Lord Halifax is also authorised
to draw the attention of the Jewish representati&es

to the improbability of the Bulgarian authorities
acrreein~ to *the issue of exit permits to any man of
military are.

Lord halifax wo'ld finally propose té quote
to the Jewish representatives an extract from a speech
bv Viscount Cranborne in the House of Lords on
March 23rd in which he sald "The capacity of Great
Britain and of her Uolonial territories to maintain
vast quantities of refusees is dependent and must be
depéndent in war time on two vital and inter related
conslderations. Those ere shipping and Sood. Already
our resources are zreatly stretched".

{
BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.,

April 19th, 1943
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) : Paraphrase of " telegram no. 648 of April 5, 8 p.m., from
Ankara.

Reference is made to Department's no 288, March 30.

Upon talking over with my British colleague our
mode of approach, I called on the Foreign Minister this
‘morning to urge him to accept 30,000 or more Jewish
people wio might be gotten out of Bulgaria if Bulgarian
authorities would allow them to depart. I suggq;ted
that a temporary camp or camps some place in Turkey

ight be established for these refugees and gave him
assurance that British and American Governments would
pay cost of evacuation and maintenance of refugees,
and that any additional food required for feeding them
would be supplied by United States and Britain, who
would repatriate them after the war.

Al though Numan was most sympathetic, he started
at once to enumerate practical difficulties involved.
He said hat in the few Turkish citiles a room was almost
impossible to get, and that no such camps as we envisaged
existed, and could not be constructed because of lack
of timber, materials, construction and labor because of
mobilization in Turkey. He said that even the Turkish
novernment wss having great difficulty in effecting
minor construction of greatest importance for defense
purposes, He added that to house even a small number
of proposed refugees wither in temporary shelters or
existing dwellings would be physically impossible. As
far as feeding refugees was concerned, he pointed out
that a large part of the Turkish population was at
present insufficiently fed, the acute food shortage
veinz evidenced by almost daily price 1lncreases of
essential foodstuffs. Replying to my suggestion that
United States and Britain provide food for the refugees,
he sgid that this would further burden the already
overcharged transportation system of the country and
added that in many sections the foodstuff shortages
and lack of fuel could be traced directly to inadequate
transport. Even if these obstacles, which he conslidered
insuperable, could be overcome, he sald there would
still remain the reaction of Turkish public which as he
put it "havérholising and food troublas enough of their
own and would greatly resent Bulgarians eating white
bread while Turks starveV.

, Numan then made reference to what he characterized
! as the "certainty"™ that there would be Axis agents
- among sSo large anumber of refugees from Bulgaris,
{ . some who might be planted and others acting under
= compulsion of threats to their relatives or families
: living in the occupled  countries. He said that this
' in

bt




in turn would raise the question of discipline among

the refugees who would require milltary surveillance
which would haddicap Turkish Government and immobilize
soldiers, in the event Turkey became involved 1n the war.

Ten Numan remarked that irrespective of their
religlous falth or racial origin, Bulgars were Bulgars.
Therefore he said the resentment 'of the Turks to these
refuzees would be directed agdinst them not as Jews
but as Bulgars.

Numan then said that having pointed out the

impossibility of agreeing to our proposal, he had a
few constructive suggestions to offer, since he desired
to be as helpful as possible in view offact that
Turkish Government had the greatest sympathy for these
unfortunate people. He said that as he saw it the
- most serious aspect of the problem was that of trans-
portation from Thrace to Istanbul and that if RBRritish
and American Governments would ‘provide vessels for
traensportation of refugess from Istanbul to Palestine
or some other place, the Turkish Government would
take on itself to bring them out of Thrace to Istanbul.
He referred in this connection to the fact that Turkish
Government recently had agreed to provide transportation
for transit of 5000 Jewish refugees, most of them children,
from the Balkans to Falestine and added +that though this
undertaking was severely straining Turkish transportation
facilities, the movement was proceeding regularly. He
said that although railways were already so overcharged
that trains were reaching their destination one or two
days late, he would discuss the matter further with
Minister of Communications in asn effort to speed this
movement. He said that in attempting to speed this
transit movement, the. Minister of Communications was
faced-not only wlth an acute shortage of cars but with
inability to repair the limited number of locomotives
available, with a resulting Dbottleneck in Taurus Mountains
over which a single loecombtive could take only a certain

number of cars, “

Toward the end of our conversation Numan assured
me again that the Turklsh Government desired to do
everything in its power to alleviate the sufferings of
the Jews in Bulgaris, but remarking that its ability
to help unfortunately was limited by physical conditions
beyond its control. ,/y

STEINHARDT
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Paraphrase of telecram no. 288, KMarch 30, 9 p.m. to
Ankare- from Department.

. 7

The question of possible aid to Jews of Bulgaria
and territory occupied by Bulzarian forces has been
reviewed by iir. Eder as a result of telegrams received
from the Consul at Istanbul. The following measures
have been agreed upon:

One. The British and American Governments make
a protest to the Bulgarian authorities, through the
Swiss Government, against the persecution of the Jewish
minority in Bulgaria and especially against the transfer
o dJews beyond Bulzaria's jurisdiction into Poland; and

T™o. The British and American Government make an
urgent appeal to the Turkish Government to accept the
30,000 or more Jews who might be gotten out of Bulgaria
if the Bulgarian authorities would allow them to depart.

With reference to the first measure, appropriate
inssructi-ns have been sent to the American and British
Ministers at Bern. ZRegarding the second measure; the
the setting up of a tewporary camp or camps somewhere
in Turkey to recsive these refugees would be involved.
Assurances would be given by the Americaen and British
GGovernments to the Turkish Government that the cost
of evacuating and maintaining the refugees would be
defrayed and that any additional foods required to
feed them would be supplied by the two Governments.
After the war the two Governments would repatriate
the refugees. 4

Your British colleague has already been instructed
by Eden to associate himself with you in approaching
the Turkish Government in the above sense. It is
suggested that you make this proposal to the Turkish
authorities at once.

HULL

N




Paraphrasehbf telegram sent from Department to Bern,
no. 765, March 27, 1943.

please ask Swiss Government to request 1ts Minister
! to Bulgaria in charge of American interests to inform
Bulgarian Government that Governmment of the United
3tates has obtained, information from sources it considers
reliable that the Bulgarian,Government 1s at present
engaged upon a program of pérsecutlon of 1its Jewish
minority and is doinz so to the extent of sending them
beyond its jurisdiction into Poland where they would
subjected to various forms of cruelty which Nazl
degeneracy dictates. It is the opinion of the United
States Government that no government, evéen though it
may be allied for military purposes with bazi Germany,
should dWrte a record which in future will stand as
a continuing stain upon 1its reputation.

The United States overnment, under these circumstances,
calls this matter to he attention of the Bulzarian and
asks the Bulcarian Government most solemnly in the name
of humanity and universal concepts of decency, to consider
again “he course attributed to it and to show compassion
for the sufferings which suck a course, if carried out,
would brins upon many thousands of innocent persons,
and to permit these Jewish people to leave peacefully
for such neutral countries as may allow them temporarily
or permanently to reside.

HULL
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Paraphrase 8f telegram no. 101R30, March 25, 11 8., -
from Istanbul.

A nen-Jewish Bulgarian, who is a prominent member
of the Bulgarlan Parliament has arrived in Istanbul
for the special purpose of mak%ng strong personsgl
representations regarding the c¢dédndition of the Jews
in Bulgaria, on humanitarian srounds, His statement
strengthens and confirms information reported in ny
telesram 94R28 dated March 23.

Tt is stated by this informant that total Jewish
community in Bulgaria is threatened with immediate
extinction. Jews in Bulgaria are now in even worse
position than those in Hungary and Rumaenia. Jews from
Bulgarian occupied Macedonia amd Thrace cannot be helped,
as all of them, includinz men, women and children are

to be deported to Poland, their deportation having already
started. -

He states further that the Bulgarian Government
intends to deport all Jews in Bulgaria to Poland, and
order for this purpose having been issued. This order
has been stayed temporarily but not rescinded, due to

popular protests led by prominent non-Jewish Bulgarian
citizens.

He states the policy of destruction 1s demanded by
the Germans and promoted by Gabrovski, The lives of
45,000 Jews are threatened. - The Bulgarian “arliament
member is of the opinion that the best way to assisgt
them is for the American Govermment to make a-strong
protest to the Bulgarian Government through the Swiss
stating in the most vigorous terms its disapproval of
Bulgarian Government's policy toward the Jews,

He states that prestige of United States and
American people in Bulgaria is so great that sueh a
protest would #reatly strengthen position of members
of Cabinet who oppose Gebrovski and may deter the
governmment from going on with its present policy, and
earnestly begs that such a protest be made at once.

He says that danger in which Bulgarian Jdews now find
themselves cannct be overestimated.

Aside from its humane aspect, the plight of the
Jews In Bulgaria offers the United KNations an opportunity
to drive a wedge between the government and the people.
This official whose opinion as a former president of
Agricultural Bank and a long time member of rarliament,
deserves attention when he says that no more than 5%

v
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of Bulgarians whole-heartedly support Bulgarlan government's
anti-Jewish and pro-German policy. The remaining 954 are
pro-United Wations. A Bulgar lawyer who 1s well knowm

to American, and who has just arrived in Istanbul in

order to helip the Jews and make ¥mnown their conditions,
also states that the majority of persons in his circles
oppose antli-Jewish policy of the government, T am
informed reliably that Archbishop Stafan ol Sofie

and all of ®ulcarian clergy are working in interest

of the Jews and are acainst the policy of Gabrovski.
Bishop Andrei, at present head of the Bulgarian exarchate
at Istanbul and recently Bulgarian bishop in the United
States, substentiates this hostile attitude of the

clergy toward the Jovermment's Jewish policy. Against

the desire of the government the Sofia the faculty of

the Sofia University recently voted to allow the reenroll-
ment of Jews, sementy to two. In the lisht of this

‘condition & scirons statement of American feeling will

be hailed by all 1liberal elements and will encourage
them in opposingz the small German controlled element
at present directing Bulgarian policy.

Althouzh under present circumstances a direct protest
by American Government may not be practlcable and would be
open to attack by Axis Governments, it is thought that
protests made by American organlzations well known in
Bulzarian, as, for instance, Federal Council of Churches,
the Carnegie Institute for International Peace, the
Catholic Yhurch, the American Red Cross, and English
language news bulletins by National Broadcasting or
Columbia Broadcasting Systems would efficlently reach
the Bulgarian people as well as government and would
do much to undermine he position of the officlals of
the government sponsoring the anti-Jewish policy.

BERRY
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Paraphrese of telegram no. 94 R 28, Karch 23, 9 a.m.,
from Istanbul. . )

e

Bulgarian Government's policy on its self-created
Jewish problem in the last few days quite evidently
hes been directed toward elimination of the Jewlsh
population. Ninlster Gaﬁrovsky, in a closed meeting
of govermment's strong parliamentary susporters, is
said to nave stated in order to resist pressure to
declare war on Soviet submitted to German pressure to
liquidate Jewish communities.

In occupied territcries where Jewish deportees
are transported in open freight cars %o concentration
camps, annihilation is now ruthlessly being carrisd out.
Each deportee is deprived his warm clothing and valuables.
200 grams of bread is the daily fcod ration.

All Jews by now have been removed from Thrace and
Rastern *acedonia to detention camps at Gorned jumays, Simitli,
pirot, Radomir and Dupnitsa, in all, amounting to about
12,000 people. First traing 8f deportees from Pirot
to Poland md from Skolpje to Poland have departed.

Authorities in Bulgaria proper are acting more
moderately where feelings of non-Jewish Bulgarians
are involved. Preparations which were made for
deportation to Poland of Jews from Burgas, Yambul,
Plogiv and Kyustendil, and other towns of Bulgaria
proper were suspended upon strong protests by well-
known Bulgarians in these towns supported by the
Archbishops of Plovdiv and Sofia. . .

British authorities in Turkey have been authorized
to grant 5000 visas for Palestine bto be used by refugee
Jows and trensit visas will be grated by Turkish author-
ities for arriving refugees who are assured of visas for
countries beyond Turkey. Trensportation fecilities shortage
both in Turkey and Bulgaria 1s an important retarding factor
and travel of persons for whom visas are avialable.
Unless transportation is (?) or there is a definite change
in policy of Bulgarian Government, which does not seem likely,
Jewish question will cease to exist before many Bulgarian
Jews can reach Turkey. As the Bulgarian guthorities
clearly intend to annihilate Jews within next three or
four weeks, any steps to assist them must be taken now.

BERRY .
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The sable below for Stsinhardt and Hivsohmann is WRB 11\;.
Fieage refer Lo your No. 1868 of Septenber 28 (WRD inkara 1e2),
Az indieated in our cireular oable of V‘;!apt;ember 7%h (“RB No.
163} ar Refugee Doard sesivities are o be siriotly limited to
the reacus and relief of the vietims of enemy. oppresgion who are

in imminent danger of death, that ie, who are still ln enemy ocou-

pled territory. <lhe Soard is tnterested in the removal of refugees
pow in liberated arsas only in the eveny that their oresence grves
to discourage ¢nd prevent the rescue of sdditional relugeen from
eneny acoupied areab.

inless emigration fyom Béigaria Ais eseentisl for the fore=
going purpoee, 1t is not {repest not) within the Board's functlons,
and accordingly the Bosrd should no% in any way e aaéoolatad with
projests for such enigrpation. You may meke this fact clear o
all interseted partiss, This doee not mean, however, that the
Board should attempt 5o paszs Judgment on such emigration projeets
earried on by other orgsniaationa or irdsvidunls,~In thie class
of aaaée it ie the Boayrd's pollicy nelther to encoﬁrage noy 4ise-
courage emigration activities sineéj%ﬁ@;‘gnvéiJg'ﬁgttérs clearly

DECLASSIFIED

sutside of the Board’s Jurisdlotion. \State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
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CABLE T0 AMBASSADOR STRINFARDY AND HIRSCHMAN, ANKARA, PROM THR WAR
RUFUGEE BOARD,

Ploase refer to your No, 1858 of September 20 (WRB Ankara 162),

Ae indicated in our circular cable of September 7th (WRB No, 108)
War Refugee Board activities are to be strictly limited to the rescus and
relief of the victime of enemy oppresoion who ore in imninent danger of
death, that is, who are still in enemy ocoupied territory, The Board 1s
interested in the removal of refugess now in 1iberated arems only in the
svent that thelr presence serves to discourage and prevent the rescue of
additional refugees from enemy occupled areas,

Unless smigration from Bulgaria is sssential for the foregoing
purpose, it iz not (repeat not) within the Bosrd's functions, and mccordingly
the Board should not in any way be sssoclated with projects for suech
emigration, You may make this fact clear to all interested partics, This
does not mean, however, that the Board should attempt to pass Judgment
on such emigration projects garried on by othor organigations or individusle,
In this class of cases it is the Board's policy nelther to encoursge nor
discourage emigration activities since they invelve matters cleerly outside
of the Board's Jurisdiction, -

THIS 15 WRB ANKARA CABLR NO, .
. 1z

10:15 a.m.
October 3, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mannon, McCormack, -Files
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1286,Ju1y 15, 2 p.m.
FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM HIRSCHMANN

.Ankara No, d%
We are informed here that in May 1944 instructions

were sent to the Turkish border by the Turkish authorities

for the admission into Turkish territory of refugees

TRepElE Alorops sg
1w eFessow sTyq J0 3xoq
8U3 suswved £4,1T40085 dog

7
attempting to cross the corder illegally from Bulgaria

(reference Department's telegram 594). These instructions

were issued after assurances had been given that Palestine

i

immigration certificates would be igssued to those arriving

in this way. Consequently 11 or 12 refugees who presented

" themselves during May and early June at the Turkish border
were permitted to enter Turkey, after being detained and
investigated by the police. o '

We are informed by Barlas of the Jewlsh Agency that
subsequently in June seven additional people tried to A

cross -the border, They were detained there for a brief

period

. DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter,

i
i
By R. H. Parks Date, . I
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K"M-llo Lnlkara

This telegram rast be i

perapiirased before being Dated September 26, 1944 i
mumunicatzd to anyont

othzr than a Govermment Rec'd 8:06 p.m., 87th,.

acEncy . ( PR )

Secrctary of Stateg,

TEET CONTROL Copy

*
1325, Sephember 26, 2 p.m.

FOR Ti.R REZFUGEE BOARD
X

Lnkerals No. 161.

The Bul;arian Ninister of Propeganda, Dimokazassov

. made the following statement to neEwspLpEr correspondents

on September 22, 1944 which was broadcast via radio
Sofia in the Bulgarian, tnglish. and Hebrew languages.

one. The Bulgarian Goverament takes & positilve
attitude regarding the establishment of ¢ ngish State
in PalEséinE.

Two, The Bulgarian Government hes no objection and
will make no difficulties for those Jews who wish to
emigrete t; Palestine. Regarding them as Bulgerian
citizens who enjoy full rights, the Government will
require of them merely that they coweply with all laws
or regulations obligatﬁyngor all citizens of the

country . ‘ I

Three. The Government. !




i
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#1823, September 26, 2 p.m., from Ankara,

Three. The Government has annulled all exclusive

laws of anti-Jewish character, Such an exclusive law

was that establishing a surtax to the extent of 20 to

25% of the value of all Jewish property. This tax, being
the result of a vicious law, was discriminatory against
the Jews, The excess amount will now be returned but
because of Bulgaria's difficult financial situation such
amount will be converted into a state loan of definite
maturity .,

Four. The Jews now enjoy full equality of rights
and live under the same conditions and in freedom as do
other Bulgarian naﬁionals.

The following procedure will be applied to thE
property falsely sold and confiscated:

Propsrty, firm rights, and other assets still owned
by the state will be returned to the Jews. ThéfE will
reEmain to be settled the question of assets about which
legal obligations have arisen between the state and
private interests, that is, where property or firm |
rights have been transferred to third parties, or wher:s
other obligatory relations have béen created during the
course of the last few years, The solution of this
problem is a question of time, The Government will find

the means

Lo
B




3= #1823, September 26, 2 p.m., from Ankard.

the means to solve it in such ways &s not to disturdb
the traditional frizndshié and mutual understanding
between Bulgarians and Jews, The Government is being
assisted in this matter by Jewish people who have
confidence in it. The Government will solve the problem
in accordance with national relations between a
democratic state and its citizens,

‘In cases where ficticious property transfers have
been made by Jews to Bulgarlans such property will be
automatically returned to its lewful owner, In cases
of fraudulent transfers the public authorities will make
investigations and will prbcEEd jin favor of the injured
party.,

The foregoing ends the statement of policy,

Tn our opinion, this statement if faithfully
implemented will materially assisﬁ in thErrEEStablishmEht
of Bulgarian Jewish citizens to their earlier rights

and liberties.

STFINHLRDT
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-2-#1286, July 15, 2 p.m., from Ankara

period during which efforts were made in Ankara to have
ingtructions sent to the border authorities to admit
these seven., Before the Instructions arrived the
refugees were sent back from the frontier, A%t the
present time no persons are entering Turkey 1llegally
‘by this route,

The attitude of the Turkish officisls regarding the
foregoing is that it is dangerous from the point of
v}ew of Turkish security to open the borders indescrim—
inately as they are unabie to dietinguish between
genuine refugees seeking a new haven and political
agents. The above was amplified in an earlier report
from me to the Board and Ambassaddrnitéinhérqt would be

'glad, I am confident, to discuss the situation with you
if you should so desire, .
"It should be emphasizea that the situation above

described differs from that obtaining with regard to the

entrance of refugees from the Balkans arriving by water..

Refugees so arriving are not permitted to set foot on

Turkish soil except under strict police control and

are escorted by the police from the vessel to the train -

which




-3-#1286, July 15, 2 p.m., from Ankara

which takes the refugees directly to the Syrian border.
It is my intention to press the Turkish authorities
to see to it that the Turkish fronti~r authorities permit
the entry of refugees seeking to cro-s the Turkish frontier-
from Bulgaria and facilitate their onward journey to
TIstanbul. In the event that a refugee, Oor a group of
refugees, should have any difficulty in crossing the
frontier I shall bring the facts immediately to Mr,
ake the matter

Kelléfe attention in order that he may t

up with the Minister for Foreign Affalirs.

KELLEY
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1858, September 29, midnight

FS; THE WRB FROM THE AMBASSADOR AND dIRSCHMAMN
ANKARA 192.

The following information has reached us from
reliabie sources in Sofia:

One , Kld;ﬁan, representative of the emergency
committee and fomgfanz representative of several
Pafgstinian organizations who proceeded to Sofia
cstensibly &s nEwspaper ccrrespondents have confeErred
thErE with high Bulé;rian officials with a view to
stimulating immediate emigration from Bulgaria to PdlEStinE
claiming the same to be psrt of the Board's rescue
program. These efforts to stimulate Emigrqtion from
Bulgaria to faiastinc, notwithstandingithe discontinuance
of éﬁti-JeJlsh measures, appear to heve aérthsir
principal objective immigration for Palestine.

Two. The sams rEprEsentatlves are also reported

to havs ' ' . !
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-2~ #1858, September 29, midnight from Ankara

to have requested high Bulgarian officials to release

all Jewish young men of military age from the obligation
to join the Bulgarian armed forces so thet they may
‘prOCEEd instsgd to Palestine. This latter request has
been refused by the Bulgarian authorities.

Thssé moves by irresponsible Palestinian fsprEsEntativr
are presumably at variancsz with the policy of the Wwar
Refugee Board to aid in bringing asbout the reinstatement
of the Bulgarian Jews who now enjoy fﬁll rights and

commEnsurate obligations as Bulgerian cltizens.

STE INHARDT
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