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'ﬂfletter writtzn on July 25 and hmndsd to me through
":: / X
-Simons, concerning thz dssirs of the prsscnt Bulgarlun

: Governmsnt to improvz thz situation of the - JEWS in that
fﬁcountry. ThE 1EttEr s precisely thc same as Lhat TBELE="
’igraphzd to you on July 26 with Lhz followjng changss.
Paragraph four.‘ substituts for: "this govsrnment
intznds o (4%%) thz.law concErning thE JEWs“ thE follow—
Tfiﬁgé "ﬁhis vovzrnmsnt intEnds substantia11y to: mitigatc
© the situation of ths JEWS. ,I EvEn havs thi imprsssion
bhut ths govsrnmcnt has thE intsntion to abrogata at
an. opportunz momznt the laws concerning the chs"
Paragraph fivs° substitute for "ut Sophin I wus
uble “bo* uscsrtmin (i %) from Lha oonvsrsation" thc f0110w~>
ing:‘."nt Sofin I wos ablz to nscsrtain thnt ths cOnsistory L . . ik

must have { Y
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'subsbitutz '"likEWlSE I: do not Exclude as ’I'havf "'al—- .

;plstely normai state 1n ths situation of thE szs in
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: /‘ff.ﬁﬁxiaé - (LlAlSON) . be closely p‘ur‘rifad
. i;i,';pon WIRGCHMANY,

'v':vlith partmule,r mi‘@mm@ %a youx- 1414 ‘or August your
‘effortn to i.smrwe co: ai?&omx of Jews m Bulgars.a ar& ‘,sppreci-
atod b,y an,m,, i E o ;

B4R a@tsumd. tzhx % yau qr'e ‘evare’ of zhe f’aet that any dis-‘

nu miam authorit\eu met by s‘e’:ri@.tly

7 Ajeuaaxonu with Bulgara{*
i conmned to ques?.ioma 02‘ rel&m of rarugeaa elolely am ;ocaawd
| ‘ ‘with’ thear xvesmm md mrst mu enter lnto tho nald of the
N domaue aft‘airu of t) eae ocuntmse,- In vleu of tho p'oaent
' situauon and 1.:1 uw"or mformnon amnnblo hem a8 to
' Y'Bal.abanorx“a amﬁ ukm l)omvd mompbaauee tha'c the utmoat oam.ion
3 mst be oxwrczaoa 10 1void a;iir Aﬁ%&%’;m%? wbﬁ.oh might Ye drawn
- fwom youx- aimmsainnn tmae oy px'omasoa op commumonts have lmon .
.xaade ws.tb. x-aapfao?; to pemae f,umns or poatwar uettlommh or k
“aumtanoe in economh r@hab‘u.uauon or or any othex ':1nd.,
C 1» wu:l. ba upprer 15%& in conneotion vith the. for: Igolng if
» you wnl olnru‘y paraz ro.ph wix ot‘ t;he Oable undar rotamnoo. _ y
. In 1te preaont aratuxg ‘the m)pamtment beliovoa ‘that Balabanoft ‘
v_may oaony oonatme 113 a.a pamwaph aa inoluaing an’ otﬁr of pon-
e eoouomzo rehabi.u iation For Iaia cmmtry.‘ ObvioualJ such an: B . R '
‘otrmr- oumot bo mado uy fm&e Govarnmnﬁ aoung alom. by the | '
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.ﬁar Rotugoo Boa,rd or by 1ts repﬂsentamvaa. ?a&\seraph s:.x
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* QABLE TO KELLEY, ANKARA, FOR HIRSCHMANN FROM THE DEPARTMENT
_AND THE VAR REFUGEE BOARD. ~

 Pleass refer to your number 141} of Aﬁéﬁdt'é."Béard,:'
appreciates inforsation concerning your efforts to improve .

qondit{gnaﬁot?Jaypfin Bulgariaﬁviaﬂ

. We know that you are ‘aware of the faet that any ‘
discussions with the Bulgarians or Rumanians must be con-
. fined_to,guesttonl of immediante relief and resoue of refugees. |
‘However, in view of the gresent'sit vtion and in viewof
information here as to the alms of #alebanoff we deem it =
desirable to reemphasize that great caution must be used to'
avoid any discussions whioh can be interpreted as involving
- any gromisoa.regarding peaoe or post war settlements or-
conditions., - - SR v T e ey
. In conneotion with the foregoing it will be appreciated
4f you will clarify paragraph eix of cable 1414, As stated,
the State Department construes this paragragh'asfrererring
. %0 an offer of post war economio rehabilitation in Bulgarla,
ch an offer dould not be made by the War Refugee Board ox
~ " {%e representatives, If, however, paragraph six refers to.
" an immediate program for the relief of Jews in Bulgaria in {
accordance with our general redoue and relief polioy it is - |

perfectly proper. i Gt ilene
A by s ol 2GSt

m | [ |
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FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN ANKARA NO' 125.
I Btrongly urgE thet you inform Harriman of my

. convarsation with Balabanoff rElaulVE to the propose&’

abolition of the Bulgarian anti- JEwish 1aws and that

e
you rEquEst him to ask the SoviEt GOVErnmEnt to

, 1nstruct tha Russian Chargz d'Affaires in Bulgaria to

~ urge upon’ the Bulgariane thE abolltion of the anti-
JEwish 1aws. This action may bE" Espt-:oially timEly '
as Balaoanoff statss now that thz-: Bagryanov Govzrnment
is on . Excellﬁnt terms with the Soviet: Govzrnmant and
thed Bulgaria will now Exert any rEasonabls Efforts :

to pleass thE Sovizta.

In vizw of the: incrrasingly dif.‘ficult conditlons

~dn rzgard to BEA cnd rail transport for ths Emigration

“of rr-:fugess i‘rom the alkans, I fzel ‘that we' should

plaae: new and greatsr Emphaeis on our Endsavors to
' ' obtain

. DEOLASSIFIED ‘
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3 aﬂﬁ,g: 1446, August 7, 11 p.m.. v _ g 7
! @y «{ . . e
‘ g g FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN. ANKARA'S NO. 123, 70>
w n 3 o
g 5_3 In & further interview with Balabanoff on August 5
@
§ Efg the position of: ‘WRB relating to Bulgarian JEwish rEfu—
é o s gees as 8Ef forth in the Fmbassy's 1414, August 2 was
+ Q2
Balabanoff - said that hE would inform

przéentsd to him.
his government wikthout .delay of my rEquas‘qs and would

warmly recommend themd
~In the course of the Giscussion Balabanoff statEd

that
The politioal situation in Bulgaria had

One.
eased oonsiderably in rzcent wzsks, and this oiroum-—

|
stancé should tend to aesist his governmznt 1n taking

MEBBUrES . whioh heretofors warE subjsct to’ strong Nazi

influancs and opposition.
: Two. The rElationship bmzwrr:r:n ‘Ghe Bulgarian and

BoviEs. Governmante had ,L;nprovad in the 1ast few wzaka.

In this conneotion I 1nformed Bnlabanoff that’ all
of my

4 e : BT DEanssmED ,”; ' ,
n Blate Dap; Lator 111 qeER

By B 1, Parks Dato
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; For mr"m ity reasons e
AR « text of this mszrnge mudy
678?( be closely guarded,

The War Refugeo Board cable 92 belew iz for Hireschmann.
The rasult of Hirschmann®s negotaaug;ns with the
Balgarian Minleter and of Kelley's approaeh to the Turkiah -

-

Jecretary General of the Minletry of Forpgn Affalrs —_F .

(your 1370 and 1371 of July 26 and your 1381 of Jul.y 27)
e highly grg&iry;ng to the Board. quam acgept our .
cqngratulanona;v | . , ‘ )

The Board would like o bo sdvised vhother in view

of your 1287 of July 18 efforte are sleo being made %o
induce the Tuykish Govammn"c to issue traneit vieae for
the 400 to 800 refugees tho Bulgarian Government is now .

apparently willing to permit to loave Bulgaris weokly

by rail.
BTEg'TINIUB
(aLw)
‘ , , Foo
'8/5/-‘“ DECLASSIFIED - o ‘ f
) . Btate Dopt. Lottor, 1-11- 72 R " {
oo By R 1. Pusks mmsau 5172 | !
o |




CADLE FUOM WAK REPUGRE DBOARD 70 KEZLLEY AND HARSCHMAMN, AWEARA

The result of Hirgchmann's negotistions with the Bulgerisn
Minieter and of Kelley's approsch to the Turkieh Secretary Gendrel of
tho Winietwy of Yoreign Affaise (your 1370 and 137) of July 28 end
your 1281 of July 27) 1o highly gratifylag 4o the Board, Plesss secept
our congratulations, .

%he Board would like to be sdvised whether in view of .gm

1267 of July 1B efforte are aleo Veing mads fo laduocs the Tariel Govorn~
ment to issue transis visas for the 400 to 500 refugess the Balgarien
aqvemann t is now sppareatly willing to parait to leave Bulgaria weekly
by reil.

-

YAIB 16 WHB OABLR 90 AWKARA WO, ot
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Angust 3, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abrahemson, Cohn, DuBois, Frisdman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Leseer, Mann, Mannon, MoCormmok, Cable Control Files'

mé
Miaxgoy/WiNarke; oh 8/3/A4
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1414, hugust 2, 8 PeMemmm-m “\' Q“?‘
o . “”““”I‘
FOR PzHLz WRB FROM HIRSCHI’.’L’;NN ““ “

Through an intermediary I have transmittsd the
followiné messagz to Bulgarian officials:

One. We intend to hold the Bulgarian GoveErnment
regponsible for ths‘taking without delay of the steps
which Balabanoff/informzd me would be taken (REEMBSlS?O,
July 26) with a view to amellorating the situation oﬁ
the Jews in Bwlgaria/and eliminating all varieties of
persccution and abuse and facilitating by EvVEry.possible
means the de-arture of those Jews who desire to
emigrate. ‘

Two. We will not be satisfied until the two
gcandalous anti-Jewlgh laws are completely revoked and WE
expect the Bulgarian Governmeht to take ateps to this
end with the least possible delay.

Threes In the meanwhile the Bulgarlan Governhent

 the aforEsaid .
DEOCLASSIPIRD - _ S

. Btnto Dopt. Liottor, -11-72

' ‘ - g By R.‘H, Parks Dutﬁ,ﬁEB..l 5 1972
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by discriminatory treatment and laws. *

-for productl*' work.

-2« #1414, August 2, 8 p.m., from Ankara. .

the aforesaid 1aws

Four. The nEc5351ty for the Evacuation of Bulgarlan
Jewish citizens should be removed without delay and
the emigration of such citizens should be the result

of voluntary action and not of a nécassity impoged

B Y
Five. The Bulgarian Government.should in its own *

interest take steps to rehabilitate its Jewish pbpulation

Six. Existing rEllsf aaencics in Turksy, w1th ths
assistance of the UnitEd States Governmcnt wlll
endeavor within possibillciﬁs to provide food,
clothing and economic ald for the rehabilitation of
Bulgaria's Jewish citizenry, and we expect thE
Bulgarion Government to gilve all possgible agsistance to
this work. '

Balabanoff and his iﬁtErmEdiariEs have Emphasized
thelir urgznt dEsirt to do something which could win: for
the przsent Bulgarian Government the good will of the
Unitzd States at this apeclal junoture, and havz
rEportEd in a pointed way the - cffcct which bhc absznce
of the bombing of - Bulgaria ainoz March 20 had had on .

the - Bulgarian Govsrnment and psoplz. . g[v e (f

It shou d ba our aLm to salvaga andrbd.put buok
s on thair




3= #1414, huqist 2, 8 p.m., Trom hnkara.

on'theif feet as 'quickly as possible the Enﬁire rE~
maining 45,000 Jewish population of Bulgaria rather
than to preas for the pitifully small sporadic MOVE-
ment bf gvacuation to Palestine which the circumstances
prescribe at this time. We should emphasize ﬁhat
people pehabilitated in thelr own country will become
more ugeful citizénsfand not create any postwar

probleme.

4 . B KELLEY

MRM
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The following Yar Rei‘v@ae Boay g 39 for H:.mchﬁanue_
The Board is highly plansed with your efforts Lo inorease .-
the ré:‘ugﬂe movement from Bulgaris veferred ¥c in your 1344 of
July 22, o . '

For your information en’ Anformal memoranduam Has heen given
to the Bulgarian; mntater &t 8tockholn ’chrough Legation contacts,
This memorandum whioh was prepared along the unes suggasted by
the Board and of whioh you wers orally gﬂvﬁ.a,@a prior %o your de~
partura has spparently baen f‘orwgrdéa*.bi aourier to 'tho Bulgersan
Foreign Office. Mequwhile *hn 'Amaiiﬁan Legataoﬁ An Btookholw has
received on Anforpal. veply 'z?rom the: !iulgaﬂan mm.nt;or etatang
substantially the following:

QUOTE Bulgar&an agtions with reapast to Jewa havo boon ohs
forsed with lenienoy and amspathy by aAL of our Government
branches. It s a well knwn i’aet even among the Bulgars.an Jowa

- that the late ng Borln, as el as ‘tho hoaa of the. vOrthoaox

Ohnrch ot Bulgaﬂ.a., havo mndo evax'y wtfavt to i.mmra that Jowu

3 DECLASS!:FIED

Btato Dopt, Lom, 11178
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“2= {067, July 29, & ..k,, 4= :“,4:,

is a !’actA that Jewe toflay sxe living undor ciroumetances not
worse but better than those faced by large group of Bulgarian
0itigans who have been dpiven Trom their homes vhon they were
Gestroyed by Ameriosn bombing and who heve lost all poasesaiong,

The Government of Bulgaris has never turned a deaf ear to
huraniterian oonsl&oratioga or those of tolerancs., All Bﬁlgar&an-
are mindful that only through moral Antegrity cen arannll nation
find utrongth° No 1aaa todoy than heretofore do wo atand ready
to 3110 oonsidorataon to suggestione for the proteotion of Jews
and other refugee groups, but we insiast that those advanoing
such proposals should th;meélvaa be in a position to ehow'leadei~
ship in humanltarian prlnolpléa,

The air forses of the United Btates have been sngaged in
aote of great violenos and cruelty against defenseless oivilian
populations in Doupnitze, Vratsa, Bofia, Skople, Vellsn, Flovaly
and others. A most arbitrary violenoe has been done to the
Chateau of Vrana wheie the (ueen, only reoantly inde o widow, La
residing with her two fatherless children of seven and twelve
years. The Ghatemu, whioh wos far removed from any oleotivo'or
& military nature and even tar romSVed from othor haﬁitat&ona.
was totally deatroyed. - ’

I the people of Bulgaria oan be aseured that thexe are

poople in the United States of _auch a charaoteyr who nlnooroly
deplore




=i~ 007, July 20, 6 tie

ey WLo.. nmn

deplore thease outrages snd or&gégga;'ir thoge who oontrol the
policien of the powerful Amarlcé?x spublic, instead of direeting

threats, were to give sssurances ihnt the destiuction and
violenos of thelr military lesders would be replaced, and that
hercafter there would be no further ruin and slaughter of an _
innooent oivilian population, then it may be gasd without quee-
tion that the Governwent offBu%garia would be prepar;a to recoge
nize the moral Justification and right of the United States to
advance humenitarian pleas, and the Bulgarian population would
readily welcome ana approve astion oonsiatent with such advice,
UNQUOTE '

The Board suggested that the Legation consider replying ine
formally to the Bulgerian Minlater in the following vein: 7

WUOTE The prodblems arieing from aoriel bombinge are not
within the province of the War Refugee Board, but in considering
such matters Anformally and obJjectively one oannot overlook the
bombings by foroes with whiosh Bulgaria oontigueq/to be allied,

of euoh civilian oenterp az Varpaw, Rotterdsm, Belgiado; Anbfnv-

dem, London and Uoventry. The methodloal persccution and oppres~
alon of Joya ond other helpless oivilian minoritiece ap heratos
fors and presently prmoticed &n Germen tontrolled and Uermen
allied areae 6 quite eeparate and apuft and over and above
civilian suffering on both sides inoident to military aotion,

' ‘ : partioularly

g




ol

e SOT, BN T, T ., o 3

partieulariy aerisl warfare. Thig Government hag taken the un-
equivocal position that thoge responeibles for the oppreesion,
pergeoution, deportatioﬁ or éxtemm&nnti&n of sush oclivilian min-
opities os hag been and s being witnesssd in Germany, Franoe,
the Lowlands, Czechoslovakie, Poland, the Bal%ie etates, the
Balkan ocountries and elsewhere will be punimhed for thelr orimes.
UNQUOTE '

After quoting the appeal of the Benate Foreign Relatlions
Committee of May 31 to the poople of Hungary %o proteot the Jewa,
the Board's cable to Minietor Johnson continued as follows!

QUOTE ﬁhe same spplies to other Axis countries, including
Bulgarisy Thpae to whom these warnings ere appliocable have it
within their power henceforth so to act with reapect to Jows and
other helplesa ocivilien minopitiees as %o invite more favorable
consideration than their conduoct up %o now may warrant, and %o
demonatrate a resurgense of thet moral integxrity vhioh alone
given nations, lﬁrge or gmell, strength,

For your informstion and guidence, the informal response
tronemitted in your telsgram under reference has, of oourse, made

i3 voéy unfavorable lupression. Whethor the Bulgarian Minlater

or his prineipnle realdze the sericusness with which t:ho_maavxmn

people and Uovernsent gonsider the unspeskable traatuent
sooorded Jews and other ainorities by Germuny and hey sstellites
(11U

i
:




~5= /667, July 29, 5 M ., tu Awizre

seems doudbtful. It o likewise doubtful vhether they realizs -
the deteraination of this Covernment as expressed in the

President's statement of Meroh 26 and repested By impliocation

in the statemant above quoted %o gee to it that thoce who

share the responsibility therefor will be punished, UNQUOTE —_—

STETINITS -

. hebing : -
aotgng oUW .
WRBIMHVIOME  5/CR HE s NoR !
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CABL:. FOk VAR R:FUGER BOARD T0 ERELLEY TOR HIRSCHMANI, ARKA%:, TURKEY,

Ihe Board 1s highly pleased with your offorte to incresss the rofugen
movement from Bulgaria reforred to in your 1344 of July 23,

¥or your information en informal memorsndum has been given 8o the
Bulgarian Minister to Stockholm through Legation contacts, Thie memorandum
vhich was preperod along the lines suggested by the Dosrd and of which
you were orally advised prior to your doparture has apparently been forwarded
by couricr fo the Bulgarien Forelgn Office,” Meanwhile the Americen
Logation in 3tockholm hep received an informal revly from tho Bulgarian
Hinister stating substentially the followingt

QUOTE Bulgarien actions with respect to Jows have been enw~
foroed with leniency snd sympathy by all of our Government branches, It
is a woll kmown fact oven among the Bulgarian Jews that the lete King Boris,
an vell as the hawd of the Orthodox Church of Bulgeris, have made every
offort to insure that Jowg were troated with compsssion, Thic is no less
true of the gener:l Bulgarian population which hae meintained a synpathy
for Jews wi.lch even today will be resdily admitted by the Jews. It is a
fact that Jews today are living under cirocumstances not worge-but botter
then those fasced by large group of Bulgerisn citizens who have been driven
from tholr homes when thoy were destroyed by Américan Ybombing and who have
lost all poscessiona,

The Goverament of Bulgaria has never turned o deaf ear to humenitarisn
epnelderations or those of toleranca, All Bulgariens are mindful that
only through moral integrity onn a swell nation find strength, No loss
today than heretofore do we stand ready to give constderation %o sugges~
tiong for the nroteoction of Jews and other refugee groups, but we insint
that thoan advancing such proposals ehould thomselves he in a position to
show lesdarenip in humaniterian prinoinles, :

The air forces of tho United States have boen engoged in asots of gront
violonee and cruelty syuinet defenseless civilian populations in
Doupnites, Vrates, Sofia, Hkopie, Vellos, Plovaiv end othors, & most
erbitrary violence has been done to tho Uhnteau of Vrana vherc the Gueen,
only recently mede & widow, is residing with her two fatherloas ohildren
of eeven oud twelve years, The Chateau, which was far remeved from eny
objective of a military nature and even far vemoved from other habitations,
was totelly dostroyed,




- 2 -

If the prople of Bulgaria cen be assured that thers sre people
in the United States of such o charmoter who sincerely deplore these
outrages and crusltiee; if those who control the policiss of the
powerful Americaen Hepublie, instead of direeting thrests, were to glve
assurancog that the destruction snd violence of their military leaders
vould be renlaced, end that hereafter thore would be no further ruin
and slaughter of an innocent civilian population, then it may be said
without ouecstion theat the Government of Bulgeria would be prepared to
recognize the moral Justification and right of the Unlted 8Statras to advance
humsni tarian pleas, and the Bulgarien population would readily weleome

R

and apnrove action consistent with such advice, UNLUDTH -

The Y¥oarc sugrested thet the Legation coneldor reslying informally
to the BPulgarian lMinister in the followin; veini

QuUOTE  The problems arising from aerisl bombings ars no% within the
provinge o1 the War Refugee iloard, but in considering such matters
informally and objestively one csnnot overlook the bombings by forces
with vwhich lulgaris continunes to be allied, of such civilisn centers
as Yoresw, lotterdem, Belgrade, Austordrm, London and Coventry, The
methodical peraecution and oppression of Jews ané other holylens
civilian minorities as heretofore snd praenently precticed in Gernen
controlled and Oerman allind aross ia quite seperate and epsrt and
over and above civilisn sufforing on both sldes incident to military
action, nerticularly aerisl worfere, Thie Oovernment has tsken the
uneguivoonl rosition that those resmoneible for the oppression,
persocution, deportation or axterminrction of such civilian minoritiaes
ap has been and 1g being witnessed in Gormany, Trance, the Lowlands,
Czechoslovakin, Poland, tho Baltic states, the Balkan countries snd
elgevhere will be nunished for thelr erimes, UNQUOTE

After minting the apnesl of the Bonste Yore:ign Reletions Comnitteo
of Moy 31 to the neovle of llungary to nrotect the Jews, the Joard's onble
to liinister Johnson continued as followest

QUOV7  The oname anplies to othnr Axls countries, including Bulgaria,
Those to whom those wernines are apnlicabls have it within their pover
honceforth™mo to act with respect to Jews and other helploss civilion
minoritlies re to invite moro favorable oconsideration than thelr conduoct
up to now may warrant, and to demonstrate a resurgence of thot moral integrity
which nlone given nations, lnrge or emall, strength,

For your information snd guidence, the informal ronponsa transmitted .
in your tolegrem undor reforence has, of oourse, mnde n very unfavorable '
{mpreseion, . Whether the Bulgarian Minister or his principale realisze :

v
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" .the seriousnoss with which tho Ameoricen people and Govornment conslider
e the unspenkable trestment accorded Jows end other minorities by
i— Gormeny enéd her satellites peems doubtful, It 1s likowire doubtful
whethar they realize the determinstion of this Government as expressed
in the frasident's atatement of March 324 and ropeated by implication
in the statement gbove auoted to see to 4t that those who shere the
rosponaibility therefor will be punished, UNCUOA

IS 1o WRR ANYATA G 30, 96

3:05 pemo
July 28, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Abrshameon, Cohn, DuBois, Friedmsn, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lessar, McCormack, Menn, Central Files, Csble Control Files.
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FOR PEHIE "/RB FROHEKELIEY

Ankara Ho. 109. ) :
1’4

Upon Nr. Hirschman's informing me that tnc Bulgaflan
Hinister had adv1sad h;m that the Bulgﬂrlan Govcrnmsnt ' ! - N
was agretable to the use of LhE Bulgnrian vesssls VITA,‘
and PIRINE for the Evacuation of refugees from Burgas,

I requested -the Secretary General of the Minilstry of
Foreign Affairs to authorlze the two Bulgerian vessels - : -
in question to proceed to Istanbul with refugnss Trom } '
Burgas. I informed him that the Bulgarian Govérnmeht o '

had given 4ts consent to the use of these two VEssﬁls ,
for the evacuation of rEfugees provided the Turkish' i . ; ' '

+ Government gave its approval, T sald that enchi of these - R
-Vcsugla vos capable of ‘wansporting sbout 400 reEfugetss,. . . ’ 5
I urged that the Turkish Covermignt permit thESE>VEBhﬁlav
to make not merely a slngle vo&agz b repeated VdeQuéﬁ )

provided ths‘Bulgarian'GovzrnmEnt vould ngrsa‘to nuohi

' -gnrunacm;nt;

: "DECLABSIFIED - -, -
Bt«te Dept. Lettox‘, 1-1173

By R. H Pnrkn Dats, §§E 1 5 1972
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FPROM : ARERICAN ERBLSSY, AWKARA

TO: Secrstary of State, ygﬁﬁington

DATED: July 22, 1944 -7 GQNTRUL NAR :
y ¥ ERE

“NUMBER$ 1344 (Anksra Wo, 10)5()) ‘ o b’opy

-This messege is Trom Hireohmenn for Pehle, WRB.

Concerning the refugee movement to Istanbul from - S
Bu;garia»by see and rall developments of & promising naTLre are
under wey. This is for your 1nformatlon.

The memorandum'e contants vhieh were prepared by me have
heen transmitted through sn intermediary in the confidence of the
highest officials of Bulgeria, to Baf&bdnoff, the Minister to ' “
Turkey-from Bulgaria, who with the'Bqlgarian officlals in Sofia |
has discussed the sudject, I ogked in this memorandum that the
authoritles of Bulgarla glve authorization and facilitation-ﬁithout
delay to movemént of refugees through or from Bulgaria to Turkey
by rall of not less than 600 individuals weekly; to glve duthq;ization~
and assistance without hinderance to the movement of refugees by
ship from the poris of Bulgeris; and to issue an ordinance stating |
that all persecution and repressive etepq directed agalnet Jows Z
and minoritles will cesse at onee and Jews will be acoorded R i ) |
treatnent llke thet of other oltlizens of Bulgaria. An interview * .
#ith me has been requested by Balabgnoff n regard to my requeats
since his return to Ankara, Plong are being made thrqugh the
International Red Croge for this conference at the sarliest o

posslble time, Rellable information,haé-been received b& me thﬁt

the Government of

i

|

DEOLASBIFIED . : ]
- Btate Dopt. Lottor, 1-11.72 l
I

By R, H. Parke Date, §E 1 5 1972




the Government of Bulgoria ie ready to reverse 1ts previous

polié} and facllltate the movement of the refugees wlthin the
limitations imposed by_thé'ehaotic transportation and technical
feellities of Bulgaria, . ,

With regard to this two Bulgar@an shipe 1n Burges, the
PIRIN ocapable of garrying 400 passengers and the V;TA, 350
passengers, have been trying for some time to scquire permission
to .proceed to Isgtanbul from the Turk and Bulgarian officlals.
.Attempt 13 belng made by uvs to effect the departure of these vessels
at once and to make pleans %or other shlps to make similar trips,

Furthermore, we are attempting to arrange for the transportation

of en appreclable numker of refugees toVTarkey by rallroad. Of .

addltlonal measures and progrees you will be informed,

KELLY

o ]
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Secretary of State,
Ny " Vashington,

,12370: July 26, 4-p.m. - . . . . . a -
X : . .
FOR PEHLE WEB: FROM HIRSCHMANN.

The Bulgarian Minister to Turkey in an interview today arranged by.
Mimond of the Intercross informed me (4nkera's 107) that his Government had
accepted the proposals which I had mede and authorized me to transmit the
following decisions of his Government.

One. The Jews are gradually having restored t0 them the status which
they held before the wars .

The “restriceions. oppreseione, persecutions and abueee" ére Yeing :
oliminated, o . . : ' o

Two. Facilities have been officially authorized which will permﬁ
them to leave Bulgaria with all poaeible easistance and a minimup of formalities.

Three. Instructions will be inaued to- expedite the departure from
Bulgaria of vessele containing rofugees.. ‘ o

Four. The deparbure by rail will be authorized by approximately 400
to 600 refugees weekly provided the Turk authorities “grent transit visas en
route to Palestine,

Balabenoff stated that the alvove meesures were being communicated to-
the leaders of the Bulgarian Jewish Community. He emphasiged that the chenge of
policy was definitive but the steps would be gradual in order not to "fly in
the face of the Germans'. I urged upon Balabanoff the immediate withdrawal
of the two notorious oppressive anti~Jewish Bulgarian lewss - BalaVanoff replied
that these would definicely be cancelled within 3 briet time¢

With respect to the technical difficu}tiee involved in securing the . - - - .
neceaeary certificates to e rmit departuré from Bulgaria, Balebanoff. gaid ‘that c I
these difficulties would bb reljeved within ‘technical possibilities,” I there~' ' .i
upon urg&ﬁ“ihat children be Biven firvet priority since they ‘required few . v ' — o
certificatos, to which he agreed vith the. proviso that we define’ children as’ o : o
under 16 yesrs of :age. ;I told the Bulgerian Ministey that the rnew policy of - - . ‘ !
- his Government 4in regerd to refugees would be presented 'an:a gestire of pood will S
1) Whahington. ‘and 1 euggested Ahat the. yeleage without délay of laxge npmbers.” i :
of refugees would receive’ favorable publicity 1n America whioh the prasent e ) e
Bulgarian Government ia 6eeking. . .

- R ﬁ b v

[y
s

R Sl e L motAssmD.
: : e "Btate Dopt. Letter,lli 72

. o »: ‘ SR : | r"l"nyn HI’urk}DntoSEP,..ls 197?




nment's nﬂw vegt me was essen"ially
liberal in policy and waa ettempti g.to f;n tae - hesl erd qu1ccest ways-to
Ygat ‘out -from under,the ‘Wazi: yoke'. Doing abithe same tite very syupauhetlc to
the Soviets whom the in high regali but not wtbhout some fear. '

Balabanoff said that his Government agreed to bhe propoaalvconcerning
the sailing of the §S TARL: to 8 Bulgar*an ‘podt ‘and return $o Istantul without
a Gorman gafe conduct, provided ‘the Bulgarians’ pranted the necessary authoriza~
‘tion, to-Which a Turk official: bad agreed withifAnbassador Sueinhardt and Simond.
1 will report forther, on this project which has been revived.

. Ab thé concanion of the interview. I requeated B 1aoanoff to confirm
in writing*the agrecment of hig. Government $0she foregoing. “The Embaasy's next
numbered eelegram wi¢l contain a transxaticn of - Balabanofi s 1etter.

H

KEuLEY

WMB  JOM

“ . B s . P

0C: Miss Chauncey (For the Sec y) Abrahamson, Ak"in. Borenstein. Gohn. DuBois
. Frizdwan, Caston, Hodel, uau k;;n, Lesser, Mann, lannon, Marka, Mcbc"mark.
Pehle, Sargoy, btavd*ch, WUinsteiﬂ, mlles. R .
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Secretary of State,
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/730 ‘:iéﬁ‘?" July 26, 4 .m. T
FOR PEHLL VIRB FRO!! HIRSCHIMAI .
AC*/ Tie Bulgarlan Minister to Turkey in én interview
today arranged by Mlmond of the Intercross informed
me {lnkara's 107) that his Governméﬁt had accepted'%he
prop‘(ﬁals which I had made and authorized me to . |
transmit the following decislons of his Governmenb.
one. The Jews are gradually having rostored
to them the .status which they held before the war.

Tho "restrictions, oppressions, persocubtlons

and abuses!" are being eliminated.

Two., TFacilitics have been- ofi‘icially authori zed
which will permit thont to 10a:1)e Bulgaria with all : ' ' S
pg&sible asslstanco and o minimiin of formalities. S} _ EEE

Thr_oe. Tnstructlons will'bo issued to oxpodito : '

the departure from Bulgaria of vossels contalning : L

.

: . ’ ™~ rofugoos. - ‘
. ) ; \/ DIOLASSIFIED ~ -
. i Bato Dopt, Lottor, 1-11:78 - 4

By R. H. Parko Dato, ,S.EE 1 5 1Q79
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Secretary of State,

H

Rec'd—-ﬂe-

.

Vashington,

1371, July 26, 5 pem. (SECTION OVE OF T./0)
‘ FOR PTHLE JRB FROL. I'IRSCHIAN £TKARA 108

-The following is o translation of a 1ottcr addg¢ssed

to Simond of the lntcrcrous by Baluaﬂnoff, Bulgorian ,,—3
o »
linister to Turley, referred to in my 1579, July 26, ./ 0

"In regard to the question you raised, relative to a /%HZ/
Turizish vesFel yhich ceuld go to any Bulgarian port . .to 7
embark Jewish children from Rumanla and nossibly also
Jevwisgh childfon.frmn Bulgaria, I am able bto corwiunicate -
to vou the following: in principle, the Dulgarian{:) '
vould have no objection to this. DBut forra sobtlenent
of this quostion 1 would suggost that you address Ehe
Bulgarian Red Crosas vwiuich on 1ts part, will gubmit . . : _ |
the question to the CGovernment in ordor to obtain the
.lattors decision, j ’ ; : 4
U;h I talce advantage of this‘ﬁnportunity to share with ) ‘ .
you the improsaions whlch i bving Lack from hy 1asb "
ghort visit in iulgaria, S ) C

There is » /

DECLASSIFIED ‘
Btate Dapt, Lottor, 1-11:78

By R. H. Parks nuw_S.EB..l 5 1972
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Secrotary of State

Washington ~CEPARTHIENT OF STATE ;
' S JuLesist  §
1371, July 26, 5 pams (SE ngmu%gmms&amﬂbs :

Jows in our country un@}thdt 1¢~d658 not in the loast
approvce thesc moasurcs, This Governmoent intends to
mitigate the situation of thc Jows,. But4fofiroasons
which will be readily undorstood; 1t could not byoceéd
to annul immodiatoly tho inw concorning thoe Jows, '
Howover, it is.firmly docidod to avoid all arbitrary
action in tho application of this law as woll as'all
rostrictivo moasurcs not provided for by tho law, In
tho second pleco, the Bulgoerian Governmont has decided
to facllitate tho omlgration of Jows desiring to loave
the country by reducing, for this purpose the ndminis-v,‘. i -
trativo fqrmalitios to a 8trict minimum by romoving all
) obﬂtf,los. : »
“Pho Prosident of tho Bulgarionr. Council of»Hinisﬁors L .
hos invitod tho Jowish Consistory in Bulgaria to -como: to.

sco him and ho has had a long convorsation with its

nombors concorming tho situation of tho Jows in tho

DECLASSIFIED .
State Dopt. Lottor, 1-11-73 countrys

By R, H. Parks Dato, MEL, SEP 15 1972
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-2 1371, July -26," 5,p.'7"r‘x‘1{(SECT_’,‘IO:I\I T'wq)ﬁ from Ankara
country.' Ho h’ls spoken to. them of the steps whlch e
/:Ln’condod to tako to nltlgato thelr sltuation ond to
“facilitote tho departuro of those who might des:.re to»‘
loave the counury. -Ab Soi’ia,- I was .ablo to ascertain
that the members of tho Censistory canio away from tho y
Vconvorsatlon vory woll satisi‘ied and pleasod with thoir” ‘
vn.sit to ‘the Bulgarlun Prime Mlnister to whom I under-~
stand thoy - exprossod tholr thanks’ and gra‘ti}tudo for his

' plons I‘or' the Jows, '

In gonoral I considor th’lt tho policy oi‘ Lho now
‘Bulgerian Govornmont tovard: tho J‘ows will bo basod on
principlos of oquity and humunitarianism. Lilcowiso I
do not oxcluda tho posmbilitj oI‘ roaching gradually
and quickly a complotoly normal stato in tho situation'
of tho Jews in our country"

(END OF I’IES;SAGE).

L
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STOCKHOLN, e L .

Th%33%b§;rbelow ia WRB séi refere %o youy 2122 of June 13
(29 fop WRB) and 1s from the Har Refugee Board for Joanson and
= Olaen. _ .

Informal reply somevhet in the following vein might be
conpidered. The War Refuges Board cengiders that problome
arising from aerial bombings are ontaide 1‘f provinos but one
onRnot overlook, in raflactﬁgg informally n@d ab;acezzgly upon é
sveh matters, the dombings B¥b forces with whieh Bulgaria
vontinues to bs allied, of such civilian centers as huoterdam,

Rotterdam, Coventry, London, Belgrade and Warsaw. Gmite

separate and apart from oivilian euffering on both sides

inoldent to mllitary aetion, particulsrly the aerial warfare,

16 the methodisal persecution and opprespion of Jows and othew

helpless eivilian minoritiss as herebtofore and presently

prasticed in German-vontrolled and German~alliod areas. The ,
unequivecal position has been taken by thia Govermmont (refer |
td‘y?pmftmontea 991 of Maroh, 24 80 Bern repeated io you).that_
pundchment for their orimnu/vinitgd upon thogo responsible

for the oppresaion, porsecution, deportation or extermination

of such ¢ivilian minoritiee as has besn and is beling wifnoalog
in Germany, Csechoslovakia, Poland, Prance, the Lowlands, the

DECLASSIFIED Balkan
Btate Dept. Lottor, 1.11.72

By B. 1. Paske Dute_SEP_1 5 1972
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ol #1311, July 1, 8 pom., to Stoskholm.

Balkon ctates, 3l Bﬂtlo acuntries asnd olaevore.

The Forsign A#la%ions Cosmlttee of the United Htatos
Senate has mom{ recently issued the Tfollowing statement regard-
ing Hungary e):nod by Senators Barkley, Copper, Olark, Connplly,
Davin, Geowr, Gillette, Groem, Guffey, LeFolletts, Murrey,
Reynolds, 7inell, Vandenberg zmd Wagner: QUOTE Tae nvwe Shat
Gepmany hes designated the 600,000 Jewe in Huogary for death
horpifier the paople of the United 9tates and a2ll freedom loving
people. It is wnthinksble that the people of Hungery should
counterance the cold-blooded murder of inmogent men, women and
ehild en. Hungary wa@ onee the haven of teme of thousznds v-sh'o
fled the Nazi terror in other lands. Hungarians once shislded
4ha.r Jovduh follow-citizens, HNow, howaver, the Hungarian
de er’nn'rqnt has Joined the Nazlis in their ruthloss deternination
;. 38 away with the Jews. People of Hungary ecan demonstrate
that this unholy scheme is R betrayal of the tyue Hungarian
epirit while there is still time. Jews can he hidden by then
un$il such tims ai they may help them asross the border %o
‘;;!(ety., They can refuse to X!q'y property stolen from the Jewn,
Every moans to ocbatruct the Hazls and those Hungerlane who are
An league with the Nasis gan be uaed by them. Untnmﬁg timo
swhen guilt and innooence will woigh heavily in the bglanoo.

~ they cun watoh and remenber those vho are accessories ‘to
aurder




=Se #1831, July 1, 8 Polle, Lo Zicglkholm,

mardsyr and thoge «fo nxiend nerey. It s nearly that time
UNQUUTE, 1ale applies to othsr Axis coun¥risg, including
Bulgaria. 1% g ~1lthin the powsr of those %o ~diom thens warn-
inga are opplicable honceforth %o wot relative to Jown snd
other helpless eivilian mimorities us to invite mere favorsble
conslderation than thsir previous conduwet o2y warran®, and

39 dmmomtmtm & resurgonse of that morsl intagrity —hlca alene
gives atrength t5 nations oither lnrge or amnll.

A very unfavorable impression hez besn aade by the
informel response Lransemitted in your telogram under reforense.
It vaons doubiful «hother the seriousness with «hich the
hwerlean people and Government consider the unepsakable treat-
nans accorded Jews and other minorities by Germony and her
satelliten is realized by the Bulgarian Miniater or hig
principale. vhether they realisze the determination of this
Yovernment, as expressed in the Maorch 24 akstenont of ths
¥resident and repesied by impliocation in tha ubéw guated
8tatenent to assure pundphoent te thosse whe shere the respongi-
bility therefor, 1o likevise doubtful.

S L oL,
”f{ (aLw)
\
WRB:NMV:XG , - NOE BE  g/oR
8/22/44




' mgﬁ&bmmuwﬂtommwmmummom.

Referonce your 122 o the Beparhnm. 29 for WD, of June 13,
3 peme  You migni consider replying inforsally someshat in the follewing
voln. The problems arising fyon serdel boabings are mot vithin the
provinee of the far Refuges Board, but $a Sonuddering guch satters
informally ami objdetively one cannot uverlack the Yorbings by forees

an Wappaw, Rotterdan, Belgvade, Assterdam, London and Coventry. The
mathodieal persceution and crpreseion of Jows apd other helplesg
edvilian mivoritiey as heretofore apd prosently practiced in Gernan
controdled and Gergag allied avens ip quite esparate ang apart, and

perdscution, deportation op oxtermination of much civilisy ainorities
&8 has hun‘and 1s being witnesesa §n Gexnuny, Frange, the Lowlands,
Cechoulovakia, Poland, the Baltse states, the Balkuan countries and
lseshere

-signed by Senators Connally, Gaoige, Wagner, Guftey, Claxk, Reynolds,
Gillette, Grean, Tunneld, Baritley, Capper, !»alonetto, Vandm'borg,

The pesple of the Untted States and all
hm'{::od by the naws that Hitler hag
designated the 800,000 Jews in Hungary for death, Thas the people
of Hungary shouvld eountenanco the cold-blooded muder of Angocent, wen,
women and children 1g unthinksble, Onge Hungary was’the haven of tens
of thoussnds who £led. the Hasi terror in other lands. Onee M
protected the holplesn Bought refuge within yts borderss Onoe
Hungarians ehie)ded their Jewieh follovwsitisens, But now the Hungarian

Governmant hag Jolined the Nasis in thetr ruthlegs deteratnation
to do away with ¢he Jews. ¥While there i8 yot time the people of My
can demonstrate ¢o the wordd that this unholy echoms ip a btﬂz:.; of
‘the true Hungarisn apirit, They can hide the Jews until such tige ap
they may holp them to safaty aovoss the borders. They cun rofuse t
purdhase property stolen from the Jews, Thay can use svery meang to
obstruet the Nasis ang thoss Hungariane who are in league with the Hasis,
Thoy can kesp watch and renenber those who ere agesonordes to murder
and those who oxtend meray, until the time when guilt and {anscense will
wolgh heavily in the balance, That time s nsar. UNQOOTE. The mame
applies to other Axig countries, insluding Bulgaria, Those to whon
these warnings are appligatle have 14 within their femr henaeforth
80 to aot with remef to Jewy und other balplese olvilien ninorities
as to invite more Lavorable conaideration than thedr conduet up to now
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may warrant, and to demonsirate a resurgence of that moral integrity
which alone gives nations, large or small, strength.

For your informabion and guldance, the informal response trans-
nitted in your telegram under refersnce has, of course, made a very
unfavorable impression, Whether the Bulgarian Minister or his
prineipals realise the zeriousness with which the American pecple and
Government consider the unepeakable treatment sccorded Jews and other
minorities by Geraany and her satellites seems doubtful. It is
likewige doubtful whether they realise the deteramimation of this
Government as exprassed in the President's statement of March 24 and
repested by implication in the statement above quoted to ses to it
that those who share the responsibility therefor will be punished.

THIS IS WRB STOOKHOLM CABLE NO. JR
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v @
LEGATION OF ™

._UNITED STATES OF AMERICA N
y
- ke Yy .
No. 56’(02 * Stockholm, June 28, 1944,

Subjectt: Transmitting Two Informal Statements on
Bulgarian Refugee Problem.

MICROFILMED AT THE

_ AMERICAN 1 CGATION,

The Honorable §ioTInG .-.v»_oa&.

The Secretary of State ) -9 1944
Wlashington. ! DAL JUL -

Sirs

Wit rei‘erenoe to the Iegation's cable No, 2122 of
June 13 (NB. 29/for the War Refugee Board), I have the
honor to-enclose herewith a copy of an informsl statement
supplied to the Legation indirectly by the Biilgarian
Minister in Stockholm. This.statement was delivered in
;ponse to an informal statement prepared by Mr, Iver C.
OlBen, Special Attaché for the War /Refugee Board, and
delivered to the Bulgarian lMinister through intemedlary
channels, a copy of which is also attached.

‘Respeotfully yours,.

Iaakeld

Enolosures:

1. Informal statement by
Bulgarian Minister,

2, Informal statement by
Mr, Iver C. Olsen.

couﬁnol COPY
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Enclogure No. 1 to Despatch No, 3602 dgted June' 28, 1044,
from1( > American Legation at Stockhol] } Sweden, .

~
v o’

Informal Statement By Bulgarien ﬂiniater.

Having for five centuries-lived under foreign domina-
tion, the Bulgarian people, dismembered from 1878 until
the present, have been under the domination of certain
foreign states. Thus this nation has had to fight for
centuries to obtain at last its independence and its
national unity.

Itself reared in the traditions of freedom, the Bul-
garian people is refractory to all oppression, PFor this
reason the Bulgarian Government has always respected the
bhuman rights of all minorities which have lived on Bulgarian
territory,

During the present war, Bulgaria has not sent a single
soldier to any front, she has dropped not a single bomb on
any of her enemies, but she has ceaselessly striven to miti-
gate within the limits of possibility the inevitable conse-
quences of war for the Bulgarian populations of Macedonia
and Western Thrace which until 1941 were under Serblan and
Greek domination.

Measures teken against the Jews by Bulgaria have been

applied without harshness by all organizations of the ad-

ministration. It is no secret--and the Bulgarian Jews them-
selves know it very well-—that the late King Boris, as well
as the supreme authority of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church
have always: taken care to see that the Jews were treated
without harshness, As for the Bulgarian town and rural
populations, these have declared a sympathy for the Jews '

. which the Jews themselves have recognized, At this moment

the Jews are living in much better conditione than those
enjoyed by the majority of Bulgarian citizens who have been
obliged to abandon their towns destroyed by American air
raids and have lost everything they poswessed.

The Bulgarian Government has never refused to lend an
attentive ear to the counsels of humanity and tolerance,
In Bulgaria everyone knows that the strength of a small
nation lies in its moral integrity. Even today they would
have been willing to listen to suggestions made in defense
of Jews and refugees, but on condition that those responsible
for making these suggestions should themselves have given a
personal example of humanitarian treatment.

The American Alr Forces have ocarried.out acts of the
greatest and most arbitrary cruelty against the civilian
population of the cibties of Sofia, Plovdiv, Bkopié, Doupnitza,
Velles, Vratza and others. They have done violence to' the
chateau of Vrana, residence of the Queen, & widow of barely
oix months' standing, and of her two orphan children, aged
12 and 7. The chateau has been totally. destroyed, although
t:bi: igrrfrom‘any military objeotive, far fromiany other

ation,’ ) et

. _If the Bulgarian people were toﬂlqarn,fhaf thore are.
8till to be found.in‘the United States of America noble souls
who deplore these druelties; 1f, those who ‘preside over the .

destinies of the'great’Ameriogn‘nationyv1netﬂadfof;addxéeaiqg‘_: :

threats,:were to. promise to ‘vepair the: damnge: that. their
ml;itaryv1eadegqhhagewalr¢ady done,:and never-again to
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Feruit their Alr Porce to kill and ruin a harmless and guilt-
less population, then without a doubt the Bulgarian Govern-
ment would recognize the moral right of-the USA to give
humaniterian advice and then the Bulgarian people would fully
approve action which conforms to such advice,




Encloggre No, 2 to Despateh No, 3602 d~ted June 28, 1944,
from 3 American Legation gt Stockho: Sweden, :

Infbfmal,statementAPrepared By Mr. Olsen,

The Bulgarian Minigstes in Ankara, My, Balabanoff, had
some diacudgions, through intertiediaries, with certain
représentatives of the Atorican Frubagsy regarding the status
of Jews in Bulgavria, The Bulgarian Minister wag advised of
the desp concern of the United States Government with ragard
to these Jews and that it interided to hold all persons and
goverihents inveived in the ersecution of these minoritiss
fully responsible and actountable, Memtion was then made of
certain reporta Soncariing btal treatment and perpecution
of Jéws and other minoritiea in Bulgaria and My, Balabanoff
Pae asked to communicate to the Bulgarian Government the ipe
tention of the Uni ted States Government to observe very
¢losely any such developments and to take them fully into
account in tha final settlebment, He was advised albo to

inform his Govemment that in its own interests the Bulgarian

Goveriment would do well to do_everything osdible to proteet

these minorities and Yo teke all astions which would aspist
theae refugees in esoaping to safety,

Minigter Balabanorfvgave évery assurance that it was )
not the policy of the Bu;garian Government to persectte and
destroy minorities, ana & ereafter sent a cable to his
Foreign Office Strongly vecommending that persecution of
mindrities be stopped and that all steps be taken to protect

he would obtain the hecessary assurances Prom

sueh groggg; He adyisad représentatives of the United States
t
dgarian

Biud

these meetings. took glace early in April and no further
word has been resceived, allure 0 receiVe the promised
Bssurahoen from the Bulgarian Goverrinent hae made an Wn-
favorable impression upon thd United States Government and
it would be grently appreciated i stepa would be renewed in

bringing the mattedy 1o the attention of the Bidgarian Govern-~

tent and obtaining the BBBUTANGes Which wepa promised,

Govevmient and cotiminieate them to the Amarioung.
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This 18 No. 2{ for War Refugee Boards

‘l‘hrou;h Legation éohtacbs an informal memorangum Was .

1ven the Bulgarian Minlster here along 1ines suggested

THE X6 3Xo7

U3 Smezve £y Taw0es To4

'bn WRB No. ‘12 (Department's 962, May 22,,5 peme)s Ve

‘PODiwll [Tosegs og

Isnw eRBuwswew gy

EPrE adv;s;d‘ that memorandun wag being forwarded btbo Bul~
garian Foreign Office by courter ef_i;d thét reply might be
géxpected in Que course. in meahb’iﬁx’t we have. rséz-i{rad an
informal rsply from Bulgarian Ministt-:r hers: whioh states
in part substantially the followings -
Bﬂé&rian actiona with rzspzct to Jewa have been €n~
forced with lanisncy and sympathy Ry all of ouf- Government
branches, It 18 a wzll known fact zven among, thg Bulgarian
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_maimainsd '3 ampaw o m w&m wery Yoday will be
By aﬂmwp.a hy % Fesete  Th 459 fabh @k Jews today
ap 1&% mﬂm Wam xm; *wax-se but better han
e forwd by longy grody of Mgamun oitizens who have

hhun Gudotn fiyom thvts hotee when they vepes desyroyed by

w hm and who hove. losh nll paﬁwﬁmns. o
Sk Sovtennent of Bulgaria hag DEVET ':umd a deaf qn;-

mmmw au: ‘whtn] that only thwbnghmml intsgrity
Ran 6 wek}. mﬂmx Feud strsng'bh. G" kXA mg than. Jmim:-

todore s wr whatlt vEady to give o'mmmmn %o sugprs-
ticha goy - ﬂn‘. wmtion of . Jma and Miha‘t mt gmfaps,
bt W mm Wk Khose mvammg swioh W o
therorlves B in, & poeition m: amw 1:&&&% Al anh
tarian. W;ﬂ&e. , L :
s ‘5“ WW’& of W Ifnﬁwﬂ smma W h‘ﬂm imga@m .
in acta af- gmt‘t QM ; ')‘.M?cmelr'ay nmﬁxﬂ% mmezlwaw
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~3-, 2122, June 13, 3 p.m,, from Stockholm, .

far removed from othsr-ﬁabitatioﬁsj wa s totélly destroyed.

_If the people of Bulgaria can be assured that there ' .
are people in the United étatés of such a character who
sincerely deplore- these outrages and cruelties; if those
who control the policies of the powerful. American Republic,

. instead of directing threats, WEYE to give assurances that

the déstruction and violsn;g of their militéry leaders
would be réplaced, and that hereafter there would be no
further ruin_sgnd slaughter of an innocent éivilian popu~
lation, then 1£ may be-said with@ﬁt guesbion that the Govern~
ment of BuléariaVWOuld b€ prepared to recognize the moral
justification'and right of the United States to advance .
humanitarian pleas, and the Bulgarian poéulation would ' :
readlily welecome and approve actlon consistent with such
advice. ‘ '

Full text of memorvandum 1s béing forwarded by des-
patohs, ‘ v ’ ‘

JOHNSON
MRM .. . i A

3 EDA_' S ) ' . v
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The «ttachea aewmorsnaun was recentiy submitted

to the iocal BUlgarisn sinister through sn inter-
liedisry. The Winister agreed to send ihis memorandlun
to vofiu by courier on June < und to subnit wny reg.y
that he recelvea. Because ol Cel‘talp proposass/thut
auve been mude repdaraing the Local Bligarian cituation,
copy oi tnis wemworanuws (which is the recona subnitlcc),
ic rierewlth iorwaraea.
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.HV"ZBULG‘)S.RVIA A .

x5 'rhe bulgarlan MlnlstLP in. An&ara, Mr. Bdlab 1011 -
"fgome aiscus 51ons‘through 1ntermedlurles w1th cert= repre—
. - <-ogentativesof ol ing dTU~ of".
: : ' Tgefis in Bulgari e ini : dv1seu ot ‘j
~the. aeep concern: of the Unlted Lateb Guvernm@nt with-+ regdru S
toithese Jews and that it intended:to hold -ail persons and-
,governmentu 1nvolved in the peraecutlon 01 nhb 3 m1ner1L1e~ ot

?ror Je anu ocher mlnorliie in. Bul arlv uDQ mr. Bdlqban]
wus asked.to commumicate Lo‘th Bu;garldn bovcrnme
.+ ‘inlention. 61 the United 'S ' :
o ~closely: any ‘such. ucveiopmentd and to Ke thcm jully 1nto:

account. in the finsl settlement.’  He. ¥ jged slsosto in-.

o form iiis Government that in-its: own 1nterexts the - bngarlnn.
.Govermuent would do well to do everythlng possible to.protect
“tiesesiiroritids andsto-thke: 10 'CLlst which woul Ssist -
these relugceb An’ escmplng L 3 iety E ‘ ¥

Minlste dldbanlf bdve every'as uranoe that 1L wes not, . ‘ T

the policy ol ‘thé- Bﬁlbdrlan Goverumenu to persecute’ and uugtroy : S
minorities, "and. theresfter. sent cuble Lo his boroign Uiii e |
strongly . recommending thiat” persecution of minorities be : ) .
stopped and: that dLl sﬁenb be tuken to propect such. groups.’ '

S He advised representatlveb ol thé United Stutes Eubassy that
he would obtain: the necéssary issurances from: the bulgurlan
Government and’ communicate them to: Lhe Amcrica s. -

Thpae meetings took piacu early in Aprll dnu no: lurther
word has been received. Failure to receive’ the promised as-
surances from. the buigarian Government hils made dn unfavor-
able Impression upon the United States; GOVeTannt arid- 1t “would
be - greutly appreclated if steps would be Pénewed:in  bringing s .
the matter to the attcntion of .the Bulgarian Governiient and ’ i
obtainin& the as surwnceb which WE}@ promiﬁed. ‘ .

4 . H
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reprccentative in’ Sweden.
Cansiier: o d mcmorandum dealing. w
L Was placeu in the hanu” of thie Bulgarian MlnlgtPT (copy'dt—

tacheu)

LIt iy our undg

LexL of tnp a ument )

. a trunb'atlon Gt the repiy wrgch WS sub-
”LLeu through' an Lnbcrmealary ‘bo lr.iIver-Cy Ol :en, Vi Re B,
“This- document purporux ‘tg. be an
th refugee. matters which

- Ldnulng thdL the essencel 6i. this /-
reply was coveéred.: in. a ubdte Departisent cable from’ Sweden some -
“time ago. . -However, thlo is the first time . we have.veenﬂa full
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? ~ CONFIDENTIAL

Having for five eenturies lived under foreign domination, . i
the Bulgarian people, dismembered from 1878 until the pregent, i i
have been under the domination of certain forelgn states,
Thus this nation has had to fight for centuries to obtain at
last its independence and its national unity. g

Itself reared in the traditions of freedom, the Bulgarian
people is refractory to all oppremsion. For this reason the
Bulgarian Government has always respected the human rights of

all minorities which have lived on Bulgarian territory.

During the present.war, Bulgeria has not sent a single
soldier to any front, she has dropped not a single bomb on any
of her eriemies, but_she has ceaselessly striven to mitigate
within the limits of possibility the inevitable consequences
of war for the Bulgarian populations of NMagedonia end Western

v Thraoce which until 1941 were under Serbisn and Greek domination,

Méasuree taken against the Jews by Bulgaria have been
applied without harshness by all organizations of the admini-
gtration. It is no seeret—-and the Bulgarian Jews themselves
know it very well--that thg late King Boris, as well es the
-supreme authority of- the Bilgarian Orthodox Church have always
taken care to see tHat the Jews were treéated without Harshness.
As for the Bulgarien town and rursl populations, these have
declared a sympathy for the Jews which the Jews themselves
have recognized. At this moment the Jews are living in much .
better conditions than those enjoyed by the majority of
Bulgarian citigens who have been obliged to abandon theiritowns
destroyed by American air raids and have lost everything they.
possegsed., = . | ) . -

The. Bulgarian Govermment hae never refused to lend an . : .
attentlve ear to coungels of?humdfity and tolerence, In . !
Bulgaria everyone knows ‘that the strength 6f a small nation *
lies in its moral integrity. Even today they would have
been willing to listen to suggestions made in defense of Jews
and refugees, but on condition that those responsible for
making these suggestions should themselves heve glven a
personel exemple of humanitarian treatment. o )

The American Air Forces have ocarried out acts of the
greatest and most arbitrary oruelty against the oivilian
population of the cities of Sofia, Plovdiv; Skopié, Doupnitza,
Velles, Vratze and others. They have done violenoe to thé
chateau of Vrana, residence 0f the Queen, a widow of barely
8lx months' etending, and of her two orphan children, aged 12
and 7. The chateau has been totally destroyed, slthough 1t o .
is far from any military objective, far from any other . : i
habitation. ‘ ;

) ~=+ If the Bulgerian pepple-were to Learn that there are still
N to-be found in the United States*of Americm noble souls who
deplore these orueltiess if those who preside over the destiiles
of the Great Amerisan nation, instead of addregsing threats,
were fo promigs fo repair the damsge that their oruel military
Leaders haye 'aliraudy dens, md never again to permit thelr Aly
Poroe to kill and'ruin e harmless snd guiltless population;’ th
without 6 doubtthe Bulgarian Government wonld recognize the
moral right of the USA to s

oral right %0 give humaniterien adyide and.bhen the
Bulgarden geople'would fully approve action whidh conforms.to .

suoh advide
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ORIGINAL, TEXT OF TELEGRAM SBN® . ‘ o
. - SRR / (—-r?'r-a RN
FROMs Ssoretary of State, Washington ‘ /
TO3 Anerican Legation, stocldtolm

DATED) May 23, 1944 B cﬂ THG h\ v
wom o6k N "
From War Retugee Board to Ministér Johnson and Olsex

Beferenco yonr 1628 of May 8 concorning the sympathetic attituag

of nev Bulgarian Ministex‘ to Stockholm toward the Jeviah situation,

For your conﬁ.denual informadion, a similar situntion was expldit'od

by mrsch.mann. the War Ramgeo Board atteche in Ankara, with regard to the . !

ananian Minister to Turkey, who &n addition to belng sympathatic on the
Jewish questions was reputedly olose to MArshgl Antoneiau. With Anmbagsador
Steinhardt's approval two personal interviews were arranged betweon l(hlhmapn
and Minlster Orebsiam at the home of the Inteforous representative at Ankara
vith vhom Hirshnana 1s personally frienilys It wun felt by Aubassadow
Statnherdt and Hiruchmann Shat o direct sppronch of this type would make &
mich greater impression on ths Rumarian Govermmend than lm indirect appro#oh.'
¥ollowing is an acdownp of Hikchminn's interviews with Oretziam,
At cutoet of interview Hirsohmann made it clear that hip nole fun‘o'ﬁ-ion in
Ankara vas oo reproaontativo of the War Refujes ﬁoard to doa). vith refuges

prodlams, that the disoussion waa %0 be confined: exalusively to thie aubJoot.

_and that any other 1nterproeuﬂon plaged apon the. convex‘nation olthor by

omuam or hlo Qovernmont would be o. douborau Aintoxdion, Hiraohmmn then
onuinod io,Orpulmm the outraged foeuns of the Government of bhe United

Beates at the brutal treatsend whioh vas bm:s oaaorded ¥he Jewish minoritdes

and, othes

PRECLASBIFIED
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and other refugess in Ruranin and the United States’ deternination to do

everything 1in its power to rescue such unfortunates who ave in imminent danger

"of death and to find havens of ¥efuge for Shem, Hirschmaun warned $hat our
- Government would kaep in mind in the future any gontinvation by the Rumanian
Government of the szecubtion of these policies of Hitlerite persecution, and

that the Rumanian Bovernmoht,vouldi"ﬁ "“"11 advised in its oﬁn interest to take
advantage of such opportunities as may be avalileble $o 4t in the future;to
pormit refugeos b0 depart sorose ibe bordera, Oretsiomi was invited by

) Hiraghmenn to repert the substance of the above intorview to his Government,
Oretszianu assured Hirsohmann that provided the Germane hed not taken ever from
anani.a the administration of,l‘iinnaniutria. whioh was directly 1n the path of .
the reéreating Gorman army and wheye many thousands of Jews vers held in
Rumanian oomencr"étion damps, no bodily harm would ﬁo’mo to any of the rany
Jows in Transaistria, Cratzionn clso gavé ,l}iroohmann‘a?dsnnite asmrance
that on arrival of evacuation vessvels at Oohatanm to embark wp to 5000 Jewish
‘rofugee ohildren, the necessary tméportaﬂon and exit v,ls.ae would be provided
promptly. Lastly Crobsianu promised so _eené. an urgens telegyan to Bup!iarout
recommending in the strongest terms that efforbs be made ad once to transfer
the Jewish rofugees held in Transnistria to Rumenia PrOPOY,

A fow Qays later Oretsianu requested osegond interview with Mirgohmann
in which Hirechmann was adviced thas the Mian Government had dooigled to
tranefer the Jewa in Tranonistris to Rumania proper sand that the transfor had.
alreedy coumenced, 8ince then approximately 40.00Q Jewn have been removed

K ttof Tr_an;niswh. and gome of theaevl;an‘:'boon evacuated $o Palestine through
Oonstunsa, '

Degauss of the contplounous sugosss of this direcs approégh to the

Rumanian Oovernmens,




— «Be

Rupanian Goverament, Hirechmann with Ambaasad;nr Btednharat's approval decidad
to make a aimilar approaoh to the Bulgarisn Government, An interview /wu
nrranged on or about larch 20 betwnan Hirschmann and Hiniaster Bambnnntf of
Bulgaria et the home of the lntercreu rapraesentative at Aukara, Hirschmann
opened this interview in the same fashionae the interview with Cretztemn,
Balabonoff wes advised by Hirachmann that the reports of the brutal treatmént
accorded %o ths minoritiss in Bulgaria, copeclally tha Jews, had outraged the
Government and peoplo of the United States and that Bulgaria in the‘neaa'
fubure ;;oulcl be oalled upon to answer therefor., After advieing Balabanoff of
this Government's determination to save refugees, Hirechmann warned that any
continuation of the exeoution of these policlen of Nagl perse(mtion would be
- borne ia mind by our Goverament in the fubure nnd that the Dulgarian Govern=
ment would be well adviged in 1ts owh interests to Bak;' advantage of sugh
opportunities to permit refugees o depart aorqss itn borders as might bde
available to it in the future, I‘t wag suggested to Balsbanoff that he report
Hirschmana's remarks to hie Goverument, .

In reply Balabanoff stated that the maltrentment of monorities in
Bulgaria had resulted from the policien of Gebrow\ékl. the foxmer HMinister of -
Intorior, vho Balebanoff assepbod had been a tool of the Germans and was no
loager a uouber of the Government, Balabenoff stated thot of late the Jews
had besn givon much better treAtment in Bulgarda and that he had reason $0
believe tho presours against them would contiixuo %o relox, Hirschmann suggest-
od bbet Balabansff dlopatoh ab onoe an uj&unﬁ onble o his Government
uoonp:axiatne that the wame tyeatmont as that "rocoﬂ.vad_ by other Bulgarian
citisens be mcoorded henaeforsh to the Jows. and all other minorities in
Bulgaria, that tho deplorable gonditions under whigh the Jews and other

ninoritice are B
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minorities are living in nonoehtmuon camps be aneliorated at onae and fivally
that the Bulgarian Government toke iamediste steps $o authorise the granbing
of vitas and to provide tranapox;ﬁsbion for all refugees who wish to leave for
Turkey or Palestine, .

On or about April 6 Hiru;:hmn' arpanged a second interview with
Balabanoff, The latter appa.rantly had rooeivo;@ no feply to the telegram and
long memorandun which he elaimed to havo dilpatohed to his Goverament atber the
firot interview, Balabanoff clatmed hovover to hnve received vord 1nd1reouy
that the Bulgarish Government was rolaxing its attitude towara minoritin and
partiowlarly the Jews and that an were ‘being porm!.ﬂed to leave maria Yy
both ship and train, He referrad to the bombtng of Sofia as the posaible

reason for his net having heard from his Governmonﬁ. Balabanoff stafed furthepy -

that chx!istoff one of the loaﬁcrs of his Governmont. had oxpreued htmnlt in
letters to him as sympathetio wtth the. Jewiuh refugces, Since the above date
nothing further has been heard”from Balabanoff,
If in your opinion the nevly App@inud Bulwian Mintater to Stookhblm
appears singere in hic-annm towafd $he Jewish -refuges prodlem, it is s
5 - sugiested that a direot appronch be made along tho 1inol of Hiraohmn/g?s 1nlot-
: view with Balubanoff. In such an interviev 18 oould be pointed ous ‘that. the

E Bulgarian Uovernment's failure $o reply to ulabanoft'q tolegran 'and nemorandun |

} ) has created an unfavorable impression on this Government and tha§ lmh

| aotion will be taken into acoouns in the fina) reckoning, for it is

V indigadive that Bulgaris has not yet determined %o turn 1te back on the Yasi
1de610gy 0f race and minoridy porsomxuon‘.f’ Foldowing 1 qvotation fron
nabion wide radio brosdoast made by John Pehle on Hay 1¢e Reteriing 4o '

satellite nations, Pehle stated;
“We can bring aboud a more 1ideral atbitude toward $he

PSP

refugoes by
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refugess’ by making 1; aryetal—-clm t0 these imq?ttio; that the 7

United Stato and tho United Ha.tians W1l GWB&L @)ﬁé‘gﬂ@ﬂ-

treaﬁment of mimritias when the time for final settlement comes,"
If the Dulgarlen Governmont 1s: stnd®bkidn 1ve GEafin Miae GrbH Sarovanoss
to have relaxeb. its Qezit}zdo bowa}d minorities and particularly the Jews,
there is no better way of manifesting such a changed attitude than be per-
mitting Jews end other refugees to depart to Turkey and Palestine by both
rail and ship, No suoh org;unised exodus hag yeot come to the attention of the
war Refugee Doard decpite Balabanoff's claim to the contrary,

The possibility of an Qraer}y evacuation of refugess from Bulgar(a

to Turkey by lexf should be thoroughly canvassed. In addition the. Bulgarian
Government mey find it to its advantags 50 press Bulgarmn ghips into
evacusting refugeas from Bulgarisn ports by sea, Suoh shipe would be protest-
ed by a safa conduet from the Ruut_an. British and Amspican Governmente which
the Yar Refugse Doard wowld underdake to otbain, ~Furthermore the ship owners
would not be :xupacted o operate their ihipu without fair oompensation, in
this connection 800 our No,_GOB of May 12, indloating that ocertain ships
flying tha Bulgarian flag may porhaps slready have taken some veWaJ,‘lMtld
advantnge of hma type of arrangemont,. It ie the Var Rofngn Board'a desire
to start an axoduu of refugees from Bulgarin-similay to the one whioch booh
plase from Constanza during April and whigh it 1s hoped will continue,
Alternatively tho Board would desire to incresse evacuations from Gonstansa
by the uao of additional Bulgerian shipping, Inasmuch as the Pulgarian
shipo nentioned. in ouy No. 498, have Appnronuy’-op'orma wibthout bonbtit of
2 Osrman fe gonduot, Sh1o may be a solution to Germau delay taoics in
granting safe conduots which have immobilised ¥he TARE to dates

Furdhep developments should be sent to us promptly. ' ' |

Tute 4s Var Refuges Booxd Gable ¥o. 382 - :

;
1




CABLE TO SWEDEN ,
From War Refugee Board to Minister Johnson and Olgen, Stock#félm, Swoden

Reference your 1628 of May § concerning the sympathetic attitude
of new Bulgarian Minister to Stockholm toward the Jewish situation.

For your confidential infomation'a aimilar situation was exploited
by Hirgchmann, the War Refugee Board attache in Ankara, with regard to the
Rumanian Minister to Turkey, who in addition to being sympathetic on the
Jewlsh questionswas reputedly close to Marshal Antonesou, With Ambassador
Steinhardt's approval two personal interviews were arranged betweon Hirgchmaym
and Minister Oreteianu at the home of the Interoress representative at Ankara.
with whom Hireohmann is personally friendly. It was felt by Ambassador
Steinhardt and Hirachmann that a direct approach of this type would make a
much greater impression on the Rumanian Government than &n indirect approach,

7
Following is an account of Hirschmann's interviews with Cretsianu,

At outset of interview Hirsclmann made it clear that his sole function in
Ankara was as representative of the War Hefugee Board to deal with refugee
problems, that the discuseion was to be oonfined exolusively to this subject,
and that any other interpretation placed upon the conversation either by
Crotgianu or his Government would be a delibverate distortion. Hirschmann then
outlined to Cretsianu the outraged feeling of the Government of the United
States at the brutal treatmont which was being accorded the Jewish minorities
and other refugees in Rumania and the United States' determinstion to do
everything in its power to rescue such unfortunstes who are in imminent danger
of death and to find havens of refuge for them., Hiraschmenn varned that our
Govermment would keep in mind in the future any continuation by the Rumanian
Government of the execution of these policles of Hitlerdte perascoution, and
that the Rumanian Govermment would be well advised in ito own interest to take
advantage of such opportunities as may be available to it in the future to
permit refugees to depart moross its boxders. Oratzisnn was invited by
Hirsohmarm %o report the substance of the above interview to his Government.
Crotgianu assured Hirsohmann that provided the Usrmans Had not taken over from
Rumania the administration of Transnistris, whioch was divectly in the path of
the retreating Gemman ammy and whore many thousands of Jews were hold in

anian concentration camps, no LElLly ham would come to any of the many
Jows in Transnistrie. Or I!Am& «lgo gave Hirsolmenn & definite asgurence
that on-arrival of evacuation vessele at Constansa to embark up to 5000 Jewish
refuges children, the necessary transportation and exit visas would be provided
promptly. Lastly Oretsisnu promised to send an urgent telegrem to Bucharest
recomending in tho strongest tesmm that efforts be made at once to transfer
the Jewish refugees held in Tranmnistris to Rumania propers ‘

} A few days later Oretatann raquested & seoond interview with Hirschmann
in which Hirachmanh was adviged thab the Fumsnian Government had deolded to
trenster the Jews in oA Kb Runsnis ﬁrmr and that the transfor had
nradv\&-:cmod'. Sinoe then approximately 10,000 Jews have besn mo;ad fron
gfx&; visy and some of thesd have been svasusted ;gcg&eqym.m throug

, Lottor, 1-11.73
State Dept. Lotter, SEP 1 5 ‘g-lz
By R. H. Parks Dnto, Semesie




Because of the conspicuous success of thip direct approach to the
Rumanian Goverrment, Hirschmamn with Ambageador Steinhardt's approvel decided
Yo make a similar approach to the Bulgarian Government. An interview was
arranged on or about March 20 betwden Hirachmamn and Minister Balabanoff of
Bulgaria at the hame of the Intercrogs reépresentative at Ankara, Hivschmann
opened this interview in the same fashion as the intexview with Creteianu,
Balabanoff was advised by Hirsohmann that the reports of the brubal treatment
accorded to the minorities in Bulgaria, especislly the ews, had outraged the
Government and people of the United States and that arla in near
future would be called upon to answer thevefor. After advising Bilabanoff of
this Government's detemmination to save refugees, Hirschmann warned that any
contimation of the execution of these pollcies of Nasi porsecution’ would be
borne in mind by our Jovernment in the future and that the Bulgarian Govern-
ment would be woll advised in its ¢wn interests to take advantage of such
opportunities to permit refugees to depart aoross its borders as might be
available to it in the future. It was suggested to Balabanoff that he report
Hirgchmann's remarks to his Govermment.

In reply Balabanoff stated that the maltreatiment of minorities in
Bulgaria had resulted from the polioies of Gebrowski, the former Minister of
Interior, who Balabanoff assertad had been a tool of the /Geymans and was no
longer a member of the Goverrment, Balabanoff statsd that of late the Jews
had been given much better treatment in Bulgevis and :K: he had reason to
bellove the pressure against them would continue to rel ¢ Hirschmann suggeste
ed that Balabanoff dispatoh at onoe an urgent cable to'his Goverrment
recamending that the same treatmont ag that received by other Bulgarian
citizens be accorded henceforth to the Jaws and 211 other minorities in
Bulgaria, that the deplorsble conditions undsr whioh the “WJews and other
minorities are living in concentration camps be ameliorated at onoe and finally
that the Bulgarian Government take immediate steps to authotrize the granting of
visas and to provide transportation for all refugees who wish to leave fop
Turkey or Palestine.

On or about April 6 Hirsohmann arranged o sqoond tnterviek, ¥t
Balabanoff. The latter tly had recei no r to the telegram and
long memorandum which he o od to have dispatched to his Govermment after the
first interview, Balabanoff olaimed however to have yesslved word indiveoctly
that the Bulgarian Goverrment was relaxing its attitude towsaxd minorities and
partioularly the Jews and that Jowy were being permitted to leave Bulgaiia by
both ship and train. He referred to the bombing of Sofia ap the posyible

reastil for his not having heard from his Govermment. Balabanof? stated further

that Thristoff (vepest (hyiwtoff) one of the leaders of his doverrment, had
expressed himself in letters to him as sympathetic with the Jewish refugess.
Since the sbove date nothing further hay been heard fyom Balabanofe,

If in your opinion the newly appointed exdian Mindetor 4o Stookholm
eppears sincere in his attitude toward the Jewish refuges problem, 1t 1p
suggestsd that a diveot spprrsboh by made along the Adnes of Hiwsohmamn's intere
view with Balabanoff, mmmmmw 1t could be pointed out that the
Bulgarian dovermment’s fédJuyw: to ¥oply to Balabanoffts telegren snd nenbrandun

~
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has created an unfaverable impression on this Goveyrmont and thet such
action will be taken into acecount in the f£inal reckoning, for it is
indieative that Bulgaria has not (repeat not) yot determined to turn its
back on the Nasi 1daology of race and minority psrsccution. PFollowing is
quotation from nation wide vadio broadoast made by John Pehle an May 1h.
Referring to satellite nationy, Pehle stoted: .

Quote We can hring about a more liberal attitude toward the
refugees by making it oxystal-olear to these countries that the
United States and the United Nations will bear in mind their
treatment of minorities when the time for final settlement comes
Unquote ’ )

If the Bulgarian Government is sinoere in its claim nade through Balabanoff
to have relaxed its attitude toward minorities md particularly the Jews,
thore is no better way of manifesting auch a changed attitude then by per-
mitting Jews and other refugecs to depart to Turkey and Palestine by both
rail and ship. No such organized exodus has yot come to the attention of the
Yar Refuges Doard despite Balebanoffis olaim o the gontyrary.

The posslbility of an orderly svacuation of refugess from Bulgaria
to Turkey by land should bo thoroughly canvassed. In addition the Bulgarian
Goverrment may find it to its advantage to press Dulgarian shipa inte
evacuating refugees fram Bulgarian ports by sca, Such ships would be proteote
od by a pafe oonduct from the Russian, British and American Governments which
the War Refugee Board would undertake 1o obtain. Purthemmore the ship owners
would not (repeat not) be expscted to cpervate their ohips without fair
osonpensation. In thie comneotion seec our No. of Hay 12, indiscating that
certain ships flying the Bulgarian flag may p’e”m'*za alroady have talten some
vary limited advantage of this typs of arrangement. It 1o the War Rafuges
Board's desire to start an exadus of refugeos from Bulgaria similar to the
one which took place from Gonsbanga during April and whioh it is hoped will
oontinues Alternatively the Board would desire to increase ovasuabions from
Constansa by the use of additional Bulgarian shipping. Inasmuch ag the
Bulgarlan ships mentioned in our No. have apparently cperated without

4 benefit of a German safo aonduot, th¥¥ may be & solution to Garman delay
taotion in granting safe condncts which have immobilized the TARI to date.

Flease advise us preuptly of further developmonts,

4 o " nie i War Refugee Doard oable No. 2
. ' —
HHHH M KK HHee B
May 18, 194/
3:00 pem,

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, .
laughlin, lesser, Menn, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files

mm%%m

‘4
i




r‘ fl} jt:'jl‘ { :VHTH- -”>';”TMiwswu ". V.1vw“‘r:;ii;;2*£L/ /)ifgig;‘A£§;¢e
o , SR , L ;ﬁ%&»&/‘ﬁp

/ (4ﬁ77m 5

/

FROM:
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9 for the Haf;Refuééé BQafdﬁf

delgarian Ninister

: ré.iééed éﬁ%ggibro—}aiﬁ;fﬁﬁéféiiféS§édf
VSJmpathy for the Jew1sn;31tuatlon fWe belleve Lhat he can

'hat the “oard may -

 be 1nduced to 1end ald to any pro"ram

'oe pushlny&? ‘Bulga 1a,‘a1t\ouhh he lu very muoh alrald of
' T

‘,the Ge tapo element 1n local Bulgallan Legation.u e has

'only been blouvht 1n contact for Lne plesbnt ' Jth'chief‘
/ : .
Rabbl hrenprles who for 1) years was _ormozly 011ef Rabbi T i

of 3ulpnria.4 Tt would be hehful, while thls uituation is

developxng to have details of any;propram under considera-
i _ - Lion for Bulgaria whieh wotld be pertlnont Lo the axovu
. -as wcll as any suﬁpe fiono which fhe ‘Noarad mny have as to
: . _ methods of cyploitinr Lho fozanoinp gituation to the fnll- ' !

‘est advanta"c. .

' i .TOMNBON
.-’— E
i
. ‘ DECLASSIFIED -
! ‘ Stato Dopt. Lettor; 1-11-72

By RH Parks Date, SEE 15 ‘972







\ DIVISION OF '

. DEPARTMENT ! INCOMING
OF //‘ ; \'\\ COMMUNICATIONS
——  STATE TELEGRAM ANDJRECO DS
0 KD-817 ' Ank y,
€”>3 This telegram must be nare /1{::%Pzﬂ £ At l,// )
7 paraphrased before being Dated August 31, 1944
communicated to anyone :
other than a Government . Rec'd September 1, 6:35 a,.m.
agency. (BESDRILITR ‘ Z/Z(
Secretary of State hj_ﬁ D 7 ' ]
Washington ‘ Be o vvor !/ég
SEPi joarael . f
;
i

16?0, August 31, 1 p.m._‘/ Cf‘:‘”v"i.”;’.‘iqu\.g
FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN, '

Ankara's No, 145, R
It is now reported on reliable authority that the

Q..
e
C
vl
e
e
[~

’~—
Bulgarian anti-Jewish laws have been set aside by a

decree of the regents, While this decroe must be ap-

proved by Parliament, the Bﬁiéarian authorities docided
not to press the issus with Parlioment which was re=
cently in session as that body had originally passed the
When the new Parlisment meets, the décrees

decreoes.,
abrogating the anti~-Jewish laws will be confirmed pro

forma,
h commission has been appointed in the Ministry

=+ Of. Finance to study tho proporty quostion with the view

" to restoration to tho original owners so far as it is

possible,
STRINHARDT '

BB




DEPARTMENT " INCOMING . DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
. STATE . TELEGRAM AND RECORDS :

plﬁlf ;> CLJ

BJIR . 537 1944 SEP 1 9 3&hkara (/// i
Thies telegram must bE "
paraphrased bska E being = Dated Auguot 30, 1944 {ﬂ/
communicated to gnyohE HS

other than a Governmehy
AgEncy. (RaeTRacEsns 0 ]

1593, August 30, .1 p.m.

Rec!d 10:03 :.%. 3L8t,

POR PEHLE WRB. ANKARA's 142,
It is r=liably reported Amgust 28 in Istanbul that
"a1l :restrictions imposed upon Jaﬁg'in Bulgaria have
been abolished. All decrees published on hugust 29,
1942 are considered null and void. Beginning as of
Avgust 28, 1944 all Jews may EXE¥OLBE any professlon :
and may circulate in the same way as the rest of the ;
population. Reserve Colonel Tagg;bas PEpresentative
of the Jt-:w‘i/sh community has been informed of this
resolution", o
Confirmation of the above has not ag yebt bEERn
received. As soon as the gext of the ecpfe is received

1t will be telegrephed.

i

[y
s .

~ , ' ‘STEINHARDT - -
BB '




DIVISION OF
f

INCOMING
COMMUNICATIONS .
AND REGORDS . s
z

DCPARTMENF
OF )
STATE TELEGRAM
s é/ &
BAS~648 : Ankara 1 ]
This telEgram must bE ’ !
paraphrased bEFOrE bEiNg Dated August 24, ]
communicated to anyone Z7
other than a GoveErnment Rec'd 11:27 p.ie o ‘ ~
AgEncye. ) ) J%'i}

Secretary of State,
Washington,.

1554, Aupgust 24,.u p.m.

F‘OR PEHLE FROM HIRSCHMANN. ANKARA'S NO. 14»21

For your information, Draganof’, in his spEECh
before the éulgar{;;/Parliament on August 22 included

ment, regardling the Government! s
/
gmove the Jewlsh

FOThOL sopy

a specific state
intention to proceted immediately to r
fthat this Government was never in

regulations,
conformity with the action on this question by the previous

Bulgarian Government!
Tn view of the fact that Draganoff is Minister of
. h%

Foreign Affiars and Cults and has, thereforg, the
stion We are encouraged

authority to deal with this que
%o believe thet the Bulgarlan Government intends to

_gct.1n good faith in this matters
KELLEY.

-

JIM
NPL




(TMENT OUTGOING ", DIVISION OF |
OF GOMMUNICATIONS
{/ true

- Ig%MEuunon o TELA.EGRAM“ES“St 29 I{HMA D RECORDS
% -vaaw; only by sl»ecm}’“"‘ LOF STAT JM %/
, PPLRC. 00T . b . : "

War Refugee Boadi UG 25 A1 10 (I fo" S00ur5y, | iz
—\ cxt or Lms 8asnyg th 3
‘:anua';s . ocely nes - cge o ‘
Gl :j\)“s \ &y us
% Aol B0R0S —
ANKARA . (L.\mn) TT——
- 786X | ;
C,sl The Var Refugee Board esble 104 below is for
X

fX Hirsohmann. e e
,é;' ] Pleacs refer to your No, 1816 of Auguet 18
) (Ankara No. 138), !
% You are authorigzed to indicate to the Bglgarzan
authorities through appropriate channels that this
Gonmment.la gontinuing to watoh wnﬁ great interest
the sthtus and treatuent of Jows in Bulgaria and the
aotion of the Bulgarisn suthorities wAth respect there- ' D
to. You may aiao indicate that Af the Bulgarians are ‘
really Anterested in this matter, they will not only
bring to an end imumediately perseoution of Jews in )
Bulgaria and the legal dispositions which made thie
possible but will also permit the entry into Bulgaria
of Jeve essaping from Hungary and furnish to then
tompomﬂ havens of refuge.
= I 18 our view ‘that an appropriate ocoasion for -

any favorable publicity concerning the attitude of th
Bulgarian suthorities would present itself only after
effootiive aotion hus been taken by thenm.

Yo aseume that you will inform us of any such

DECLASSIFIED
Btato Dept. Lettor; 1-11.73 specifio

. i 7 By R, };. Parke nam_S,EE.l 5 1977
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7‘;{735’ Au{;u-‘it 23,. 5 p'im.. to Ankara,.

- 2 s

specifiec action,

lour efforts in thias whole matter are greatly

appreciated.
HULL
{GLW)
7.
» - -
WRB MMV 2 KG NE- )]
8/28/44

{
l
DECLASSIFIED .
Btato Dopt. Lottér, 1-11.72 : i |
A

/‘ By R, H. PurkuﬂDnm,‘_s._E_P..l 5 19
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CADLE ¥ROM WAR HEFUGEY BOAND 90 AMBASSADOR SYKINMARUT AND HINSOHHARE, ANEARA,
TURKEY,

Ploass refer to your No, 1516 of fugust 18 (Ankara lo, 135),

) You are suthorized to indioste %o the Sulgerisn authoritles
through appropristo chennals that this Government is continuing to
watch with great intercrt. the vdatun and trecimont of Jows in Bulgarie
end the action of the Buigarisn enthorities with respect thereto,

You noy also indicete that 4f the Bulgorians ave roally interested in
thie matter, thoy will not omly bring Yo en end lrmmediately persscution
of Jows in Bulgsria end the legal dispocitions which made this possidle
bnt will sleo poralt the entry into Bulgarie of Jews escaping from
Hungary snd furaish %o them temporavy havens of refuge,

It 45 our viow thet sn sppropricte scesrlon for any favorsble
publicity concerning the attitude of the Bulgarinn aunthoritiss vould
present itsolf only efter offoctive sotian hes been token by thes,

e eseume thet you w11} inform us of sny cuch specific action,

A
Your efforis in thinp whole matter are prantly aonyeeinted,

TS 18 W ANKARA CABLA NO,_204 .

1126 Pelie

August 22, 1944 '
Mieés Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abrehemson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, nodol.

ﬂm%ﬁ%‘Mgmw* ouaxmon, MoCormack, Cable Control Files
83? 8/ 23/ 44, :
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DIVISION OF.
' GOMMUNICATIONS

S AND Recm;

true. reading only by

arrang EmMENt -
3 <W

% oo Sccrstary of StatE,

A ik\niu 5 f:\’\lashlngton.

\EOCG I
:Q Dlstrlbution of

UG 21 1944

% © - . 1516, hugust 18, 5 Potlg s '.M,M'NME,,,,,,
: X
f'l“OR PEHLE FROM HORSGHW.NN WRB (Ankara No. 185

et A e,

Bagrianoff in his spssch Lo ParllamEnt on August 17,
rEfErrEd to thE Jewlah quastlon SUating that "thE
Jewlsh quEstlon must bE quu1dated and vﬁat thls can bE
'achieved without cauair ‘NEW qnd uaElEss conflicts and :' &i: S
- sufferings EithEP to.the- Bulgarlan‘psoplﬁﬂor to‘its com—;y‘l :
rades.. It ig rEportEd here that the abrogutlon of
the anti-Jewlsh laws will bE reoommended by Bagrianoff i' '3, !
and that a measure to that Effect will be introducad l
in Parliament in the couraé of- thc nexﬁ‘few days. v
It is strongly urped Lhat the, WRB - without dslmy S j
lssue propaganda and take- appropriate measurea dasigned ‘
to encourage thE Bulgarian Govarnmsnt Lo take ths dE*;
‘i}red steps and to lnduoc 5t to tukE lmmcdiatz action.

sy
w5 Bagrianoff ls Eagsr to AECUNE Q- fuvopnolz reqotion -

in and the good will of "the Unittd Stabsa.v It ia’ urganﬁ
that this opportunity ‘be: Exploitzd to the utmost. S

) R B K also
' : DECLASSIFIED
State Dopt Lottor, 1-11:72

By n H. Posks nm_SEE_l 5 1972
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The total Jewieh popnlatioen ‘of. Bulgaria nod ineludimg the
vregently annexed aress ip uﬁemately 46,000, OFf these betwesn
25,000 and 30,000 live in Befia oy betwasn seven and eight ﬁr oent
of the total populatien of thie odty, In general the Jews
Bulgaria are e respooted and oultured eloment inm the population.
Their average standard of living in the country. Until the rise of
Hitler to powar in Germany thers had never bsen an anti Jewish move-
ment im Bulgaris. Jews took part in all phases of businese and
community life. They regarded themsslves as an essential part of
the Btate. They folt no distinction bstwesn themselves end other
Bulgarian citizens. Their ancestors had come to Bulgaria in Turkish
times, many families being able to trace their descent in Bulga
a8 far baok as 200 years. -

Anti-Semitiem £irst showed itself in forms of annoyance to Jews,
8ocial optracis began to appear, By 1935 petty persecutiocn had
begun, The Jews were called "eherfuti” the equivaelent of the
Englieh "eheeny." 7Two youth organisations were formed which had
had their purpose, among other things, the permscution of the Jews.
Theso organizations were called (1) the LECIONERY and, (2) the
RATRITEI. The latter word means "workers" cx “pioneers." The
membership of these organigzatione was made up mainly of students in
the gymnasiums and universities and of other young psople., Both
organizations hed patrons snd promoters in high qusrters, fThe syme
bol of the LECIONERI was & cirole with a oross in it. This symbol
weg uged as en anti~Jewlieh symbol, the opposite of the Jewish Ster of
David. This sign was seen in every conspicucus place - on walls,
fences, trees, on rocke by mountaiy paths, It was universal. It
wes put on with chalk, charcoal or red paint.

Jews wers beaten. Jewleh ohildren goilng to school were
attacked by other c¢hildren, About 1938 (exmot date not available)
& concert was glven in the large concert hall "Bulgeria®™ by a Jewlsh
orchestra and cholr., Most of the audlence, though not all, was made
up of Jews. As the audlence loft the hall it was attacked by & orowd
with eggs. In the autumn of 1939 between five and six o'olock one
afternoon the windows of almost every Jewish shop in Sofis were hroken
simultanecusly, Thus, before the war began a definite movement of
persecution toward the Jews had been inaugurated,

lawe Against the Jovp.
There are two tgrinoipal laws sgainot the Jews, The firvet,
" oalled the Law for the Defense of the Nation, went into effeot
January 23, 1941, The second is the Jaw now wmder disoussicn whioch
went into effect on Auguet 29, 1942, A cgzg of the £irst law 1s not

available at the present time bubt can m be supplied later.
Souotthouinpo&utn;nthiah%m;p s ©

]
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| Bhe law of Angueh 29,0943

AW alrandy oteted he papose’ of the law of Jasuary 23, 1941,

el the vestrletion, yobbary axd buasd L atlen of “tho: Jows In Bulgnrds.

Phs “rpose - of dhia aacond e ip the somplete deatrundion of the
Avcoutding of the pednedpal condenty

o Tl eomimnd by dn Daly
of thip law followns

 Qrgmmlpnilon.

o Tho Lav ovosted o Conmdeperint o Deppivtrisnt oft Jewlsl APCaiss -

Calor the Mindptry of ntedor, The Hend-of tHlo Dopursnent 44"
oalled the Commipplones for Jewleh Affélrs, fhe (lrab ‘Conmd paloner

"appolnted, end:who Hdy hélds s ot An Alogander Bolov, the-

-, anthor of the Law. oo Conmdapdoiler 10 .- atpdeted by » Coneld com-
s posed ‘of the -£élldwing reprodontativons ' ong nombey. of The ! Bupromns i
- Adeinlptrative’ Court, appointed by the' Mnlotey of ‘Nabtlie, onn - o

nenber of ho Wnlutey: of Conmerey, one of the M ninbvy of Intevior, .
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ona of the Winlatry of Labor, one of the Wimlatry of Fineusa, omh
“of the Dulgevian Hetlonal Bank nnd one of the fiviiian Yobilizatlon. .
-Groak puwer 1s inventsd In the. Comuissloner and thers is no appaal

feon Wi declolons, . The axponnes of the Departwent of Jewieh Affaira

are padd by the go-oslled "Fund dewlel Commumdties." Thim fund dp-.
aplloeted from suveral sourasss FfAvst, hy a general tax-of 20t °.
25 poy ¢ont of Jewlsh properbty in accordande with the Law of Jsnuery
73, 19413 seocond by 2 tax ou Jowish bank acdownts begloning with =
4§ poy eent on acseunts of 100,000 lova and rlsing to 12 por eont on
secounts of ong nillion leva or nore; the incomss. from Jewlsh
pynsgogues, schools and othey Jeylsh institutiens or organizetions,
Thin fund 1s:ussd to pay the exponses of Jewlph communitles, %o _
help pooy Jewb, %o provide for the sottlement of Jows inm-‘villaged
and asnpsy and to pay the snlarics of mombers of the Coumedl and of
the employees of tha Department of Jowieh Affeiras.  Each Jewdoh -
commuzity will have i%s own Jewish comedl of fovr Yo plx membuvs |
appointed by the Conmissioncy o handle 1ts affairs indludiug the
contirol of Jewloh nchovln, ‘syingogues sed, other; Institutioms and
alse to prepare for fhe dopertadlen of Jevs A aceovdendd with -
Artiele 29 of the preren’ law. '

Definition of Terwm “Jewivh Dupoent.*

A1) perscps ave of Jewish ;i@s(,*c«n'as

1. Whose povents or grandparents srs or wery of the Joweh
religlong . .

2. Tn osge one of the pavents or oither two or thres of the -
grandparents wore of the Jowiph re}iglong .

3. In capo one grandpuront wag of the Jewish rellglon snd one '
other eonvertsd to the Jewish rellgion, Furthor dotells rogurding -
doscent muuy ba found in Avtlele 8 of the Law, Articls 9 states
“Mhataver hio oltisenship or brigin overy person is conpidered of .
Jopiah depeent who wap of the Jewish religlen or bad been convertod -
toAhd Jowdeh rallgion befovd Soptemhor -1, 1942,%.° S
4e  Ghildren born fyom the merelags of & Jow who is a Bulgarian
eltinen with a Mulgacien sce not rogarded ap Jewleh if tho marrisge
toak plase bofora Soptembee 1, 1940, and was gelebrated according
%o the Christian witunl, ov 1f the Jewish psroht hed booomo o
Ohxdption befors Javuary 23, 1941 : :

1. Al Jows muat meko (iioolarptiqp‘ofgoz'i'g,m. Thio inoludes
Jowp who are Pulgerlen oftizens mnd Jews Yolding foreign oitizemship,
. - b

oo
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Ympor
 DATED:
- NUMBER::

fPARAPﬂRAsv OFVTFLEGRAM RECFIVFD

,American Embaasy, Lisbon

.Sédf uary of state, Washinguon -
© August 4, 1944 . S
,"2410

Under ddtb of August 2 W received from Istanbul a--

‘ mesoage as foilows._;:faT

Committee, Lisbon.

-For attenﬁion of Jospph Schwaruz, Joint Distribution

No, 124

A demand is being made by Hirschmann, who has been

wOrking very closoly on the Bulgarian sltuatlon, that

a rovocation of antinewish 1aws 1s necessary and he 19

'desirous, in’ oonnectjon with ‘the proposed revocetion, of-

offering to the Bulgarian Government a plan for rolief

und ussistance of all needy Jows in Bulgariao It 'is his

belief that these stops will help 1n1tiate a substantial

;program of economic rehabilitation 1n that counbryo

Hirschmunn discussed the entire matter with me and  that -

yﬁJDC agree in princip;a to undertake such a program vasg

o

'raquested by hima‘ DVen though Hirschmﬁnn would 1ike to

' say through appropriate chunnels bhat the JDc is willing

to assist in such a program, 1t 1s quite obvious that at

this tlmo we cannot give eatimates. ‘A reply by cableyis‘

. 'urgently requastedo

" “Ponding. comments and advm&,&gmne Departmant, Lhe _

Etum Dopt.- Lottor, 111 7‘25 1
By IL H, Porks Dnto____._.

5 EWZ Embausy




“De

Embassy 1s delayingr deliver; to SchWartz as the United States
1s at war with Bulgariavénd'as the telegram‘quotedrin Seétion
One sugpests direct or indirect cbntaét wlth Government that

country by official or unofficial U. S citlzens.

It is requesgted that instructions be transmitted by cable.

NORWEB -

,.l.;\‘\/
DCR:MAS:FB  8/8/44
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AMEMBABSY, A HEE
' v 28
LISBOW, Eg8
2239 o

wrin réramnoa ‘co masaage

§§§a smwarts x‘xvom(aamnﬁc\f i
youp 2410 Auguet 4, the tollowi.nz esble bae been sent o
Hirsshaann Ankara= e :
QUOTE "I 15 aaaumed that you aro awara of nha tact that :
any .discunsions with Bulgarlmn or Rumanisn authoritloa mnat bo '
strietly confined to: questions of velief or rotuspes clonoly

aseocisted with thnir reacue and muat not entar 1nto the fiald
of the domeatic arfaire of theno cauntrleu. In view or tho
present situation and in view ot 1ntormat10n availablo nore as
to Balabanoff's aime the Board reamphaa%:g:r:gggue§g‘utmout
caution muet be . ezorcised o avoid any %ﬁ&&ﬁ&h&%& whioh might
be druun from your Giscussions that any promxson or oommltmontu
have been made with ronpoow to- poaoe torma or poatwar settloments
" or assistance in oconom&o rehabllitation or of ‘any othor l:ina°
It will be approoiatea 1n oonneotion wlth tha roregoing i  _ . : i
\ you will clarify paragraph sxx or the oablo under roforonoc, (fgggptéé
T In 1te pﬁaaont drafting m Déparhmont bolievos ‘that Balnbamotf |
may onaily oonntruo thzn paragraph aa 1nalua1ng an orrer or poat-
r aoonomio rehabilitatton tor hia oountry.' obvioualy auoh an
offer cannot be: maae by thu oovo:-mnom; noting: alono. by eno '
'gWar Rorugoo Boara or by its raprasantativoaa Paragraph oix

Lo e ‘DELASSIFIAD Ty
e ' e ﬂmunmemwn1uvngiﬂ :




to Iisbon

22259, Auw% 1;23:'35”5451" ‘

ib_ only in order providod 1: rorcrs to an 1nmod1ato progrun

- for ths roliot ot Jewu 1n Bulgarla acaociated v:th the aoara'. g

general rescue progm UNQUOTE .

With reference to caction two ycur 2410 you -are- author&:cd
to dalivor Reonik'e . oablo to Schvarts explainlng to hlm at the
saue time that . Reenik's msasago st bo undsruxooa and’ aconptcd
in thp light or the torogotng oablc to Htrachnann at Ankarue '

7.
Sl EQS”ET”I\IUS
. ACTING
’ (GL\J)
WRU1GLWIKG ~ B/OR e -
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8/11/44 - R R e MR
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GABLE T0 AMBASGADOR NORWEB, LISBON; PROM THE DEPARTMENT
AND THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD, - . ' SR

Please refer t6 your nﬁmﬁer,zhm of Avgust 4
concerning mespage for Schwartz from Reeniock.

The followin%‘cable haa‘ba’en gent to the Embaesy
in Ankars concerning thgp-'matwn .

~ Wplease refer to your.number 1l of -

August 2. Board spprecistes infarmation oone

cernin K“our offorte to improve conditions of

Jows in Bulgaria. 7 -

"We know that you are aware of ‘the fact Miss Ohauncey
that any disoussions with the Bulgarians or (For the Secty
Bumaniens must be oonfined to questions of Abrahamson

immediate relief and resoue of rafugooa. How- gzg"i
ever, in view of the present situstion and im (7~
view of information here as to the aime of Hodel
Palabanoff we deem it desirable to reemphasize  rLaugniin
that great caution must be used to avoid any Leaser
disocussions whioch ¢an be interpreted as involying Mamn =
any promises rega,xding peace Oy post war gettles Maunon o
ments or conditions. oo
"In conneation with the foregoing 1t will
be appreciated 1f you will olarify paragraph mix
of oable 414, Ap stated, the Stete Dapariment
oonstrues this pavpgraph as referring to an offer .
of goat var oo.onqméc rahabilitgﬂon n Bulgaria.
Such an offer could not be made by the War Refugee
Board or its representetives, If, however, payse
gra.;i:’h six refers t¢ an immediate program for the

relief of Jews in Bun ,gar‘ & indocordance vith our
general resoue and relisf polioy it is perfectly
o )\ proper."

‘\ﬁ{!. are authorized $o deliver Resniok's oable to
Bohwarts. 4 pg-So-him-4 the the above
comnunidation with the Eabasay in Ankara. :

- B

%3’,1 JBFriedmanilhh  8/9/uy
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‘ ORIGINAL TEXT! OF HELEGRAM SENT
0 TS

FROM$ Secretary of ‘taté, Washington
’ Coaadasy T =w Lt

) 1)
TOs - Americdil ﬂ”
DATED: Aug,z.lst 16, 1944 ' Iv

NUMEER$ 19656

FROM THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

:

J In view of increasing diffioulties in arranging for the
evacuation of Jews from the Balkans by rall and sea and in view
of the increasingly favorable war outlook, the War Refugee
Board feels that greater emphasis should now be placed on con-
vincing the satellites that 1t 1s to thelr interest to nalts
anti-Jewlish actlvities and thereby meke unnecessary the evacw-
uation of Jews under present difflcult and éangerous wartime .
conditions. With this in mind Hirschmann, the War Refugee !
Boayd representative in Turkey recently conferred with ’
Balatanofff, the Bulgarian Minister to Ankara, and requested )
among other things, that the Bulgarian authorities take ateps g
to cease persecution of the Jews 1in Bulgaria and to afford them .
protection In that country tuus obviating the necessity of in-
voluntary emigration. Balabanoff indlicated his view that the
Bulgarian authorities would ve favorably disposed to taking such
action. :

In his conversation with Hiriohmann, Balabanoff appa-
rently indlcated that the Bulgarian Government is on .excellent
terms with the Soviet Government and that Bulgaria would exert
any reagonable effort to please the Soviets. If in your dig-
cretion you consider it desirable to do so, you may wish t¢°
approach the appropriate Soviet officials, informing them of
the foregolhg, and suggesting that they may wish to instruct
their Charge d#Affaires in Bulgarlia to urge the Dulgarians
to take action of the nature indlocated.

- =*For your informntiqﬁ, the Russisn Embassy in Ankara
bas.been advised of Hiwsblmann's talk with Balabanoff

HULL

DEOLASSIFIED
Stato Dopt, Loltor, 1-11:72

By R. H. Parks Dum_S_EBJ 51972 S ?'i

' - A
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CABLE FROM THE VAR REFUGER BOARD TO AMBASSAYOR HANRIMAM » HDSCOW, RUSSIA,

In vieu of increasing d1fficulties in arrangling for the evacuation
of Jews from the Belkane by rail ond sos end in view of the inersesingly
favorable wer ovtlonk, the Ver Refugee Boerd fsele that grenter smphnsis
should now be pleced on convineing the satellites that 1% 1g to thelr
interest to helt anti-Jowleh eotivitics ond thercby meke winecessary
the evacuation of Jews under presont 0Afficult and dangerons warbtine
sonditions, With this in mind Hiveohmamn, the War Refugee Board Tepro=
sentative in Twlrey recently conferrod with Balshonoff, the Bulgsrien
Hirtater to Ankers, snd requested, emong other things, that the Rulgarian
suthoritien teke etepn to vease persecution of the Jewe in Bulgar¥ia and
to offord them protestlon in thot country thus obvinting the necessity
of involuntery emigeatign, Dalsbanoff indicated his view that the Bulgarisn
euthorities would be fovorebly disposed to telcdng such action,

In bis conversation with Hirschmann, Bslabanoff appsrontly indicatoed
that the Dulgerian Government 4s on excellent torms with the Soviet
Government =nd that Bulgarie would exert any rensonable effort to Please
the Soviots, If in your disoretion you oconecider $t desirable to do 1 P
you may wish to approzch the eppropriate Soviet offieisls, informing thom
of the foregoing, and: suggosting that thoy mey wizh to 4nstruét thair

" Charge AVAffaires 4n Bulgarisc to wrge the Bulgeriens to take aobion of the

naturo indicated,

For your information, the Ruseian ¥mbsesy in Ankerc hes heon advised
of Hirschmann's talk with Balabanoff, .

103500 a.m.
. August 16, 1944

-

Miss Chaunoey (for tho Seo'y) At';mhamspn, Cohn, DuBois, Friodman, ”
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MoCormack, Cable Control Files




ORIGINAL TL)C‘I” OI"-: TELE(}RAM SENT

!
FROM ¢ Seoreta of % te Washington vy
1 r¥ 0% Sator  Mashing ‘,\
TO: American Ehnbassy. Moscow ° \)\’ J
DATED? August 16, 1944 ““\‘\
: X
NUMBER $ 1955 .

The telegram No. 1956 was oerroneously distributed to
you as No. 1955 from "American Legation, Bern". It should
: 7.

heve been No. 1965 from "American Embassy, Moscow'.

o oA

+

By R. L. I’arks I)nte

3
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAN RUCEIVED

/.
FROM: American Embassy, Kosoow
TO: Seoretary of State, Washington

DATED: August 30, 1944
NUMBRER: 3223
: X

~ CONTROL COPY

I heve waited approaching the Foreign Office again

on the subject of pressure by the Soviet Government on

the Jewish questioh in view of the faot thet Gbvelopments

regarding Bulgaris have been moving so rapidly since Depart-

ment's cable of ausvet 36, L0944, No. 1955, from War Refugee

Boord, has been received. 1% 16 folt by me that it would

not be ugeful to make an approach here at the present time.

It is essudied’ thet  suth' matters oan now be teken up direct

, with Bulgarian Government repreasntatives who. vre o noet

with us to discuss on armistice and that the Soviet observer

would be kept pdviaed and asked to support us, Of ocourse,

I will gladly press the Soviet Government here in addition

Por 1tg cooperation 1f, on the other hand, it develops that

,/)—4
there-1s nesd for such actlon.

\

l:.}

s

DCR: IDB:LFR 9/1/1#»

JLARRITAN

DIOLASSIFIED
Stato Dopt. Lottor, 1-11-78:*

By R, H. Parks Dnto_§.E-E—1 5 1972













JAN26 ]95

Dear Mr. Peter: ) _

This 18 to aokn’éwledge and thank you for your
Jetter of Jamary 8, 1945, (8/4/e), quoting for our iﬁfor-
mation the!text of a cable from your Delegate at Ankara
concerning the situation of Jews in Bulgaria,

Sincerely yours,

{81ened) 3. W, Behle

J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director

Mr. Mare Peter
Delegate of the Internntional
Committes of the Red Cross
. 1045 Connegticut Avonue, N. v,
- y o wum::geon 9, D, O, .

W EBTowler 129448 91" -




% : o
Comité Internationial Internationdl Committee of the Red Cross ' 1
de la Croix Rouge 4 Genéve, Suisse + in Geneva, Switzerland ‘
Délégation aux Etats-Unis _Delegzition to the United States fx
d’Amérique of America

1645 Connecticut Ave. N. W.
Washington 9, D. C.

In replying, refer to (S/4/&l
January 8th, 1945,

Mr. §.W. Pehls, .

Executive Director, :
Executive Office of the Presl dent,
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Washington 25, D.C,

Dear Mr, Pehle,

IR
On the request of our Headquarters in
Geneva, we are quoting below for your information, the
text of a cable received from our Delegation at Ankars

which retransmits the text of a cable sent to Geneva by
our Delegation at Sofia:-

" de Henry, Sofia, 12/9, received 28/9 -
quote toui’:es ordonnanceg concernant Julifs
annulées. Renoncent émigrer Palestine.
Situation elimentaire suffisente, secours
inutiles. unquote - Simond 177%

We trust thet this information will prove

of interest to you, and would ask you to kindly acknowledge .
receipt at your convenience. .

Sinferely yours,

MARC EETER, "
Delegate. . :

Bge.
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PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS .

| -WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS "
183;4{-B’R“Q ADWAY: = S
New Yorxk 23, Ny
e L

ClrcLe 6-1900

./“_ N




LONDON

55 New Cavendish St., W1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.90

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471

MONTREAL
121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY -
Sonora 174.4

i

/ ® .
Wﬂﬂfﬂ JEWISH CONGRESS

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y,

CanLes: Congress, New Yorx
TrLsrioNs: LONGacne 5-2600

4pril 27, 1944

Mr. I. M. Weinstein
War Refugee Bosrd
Treasury Building
Wa.shington, D. C.

Deax Mr. Weinstein: - r

The B/ulgari/a.n ewish Representative Committee affildated
with the World Jewish Congress has been negotiating with
jhe Bulgarian-Macedonian Gommittee for the issuance of a

statement to be broadeast to +the Bulggrian paople on the

question of the persecution of the Jewse I have just been
.informed that this statement will be signed ‘tomorrow by

Mr. pdef, Prasident and Dr, Sharenkoff, Seoretary of the
sald committes. It will be forwarded to Mr, MgPaov of
the O0JW.I. who is in charge of the broadossts to

Bulgaria.
8ineerely yours
/ .
e Ao Legn Kubowitzli, Head
” Resoue -Department '

Al Ktef




LONDON

55 New Cavendish St., W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢ *

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4

WOHLD JEWISH CONuRESS
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

CanLes: Concunss, Now Yorx
TeLeproNs: LONcacru 5-2600

April 11, 1944

Hone J. We Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board

Executive Office of the President
Washmgtom 25",D' Ce

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I beg to inform you ;ﬂa’b we j}mt réceived. the following

oable from Mr, Albert R
Istanbuls

0, & Bulgarian Jewish leader in

*Meanse oontaoct organisation Bulgarians in Amerioa.
_inoiting them to address in their names radioocall
to Bulgaria in the interest Bulgarian people abso-
lutely necessary abolish or at least soften laws
orders against Jews stop oonsider this action great
importence for fate Bulgarian me stop please
inform by oable. steps undorbakon.

Moy I submit that this mggestion be oompl!.ed with, as
Mr. Romano segms to oonsider 11: of great :l.mpormco.

Smporo iy youra .

ALK:bg







FFC-76 :
(11-42) .

CROSS REFERENCE ON ..MEASURES .DLRECTED .TQWARD HAi.TING
PERSECUTIONS  (BULGARIA)

~

FOR:

Amendment to this License . . . . . . . . ..
Extension of this License .

Renewal of this License .

0oon

Correspondence concerning this application .

Other (Specify)

FOR: MATHRIAL RE: ENTRY OF KATZKI AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTATIVES
INTO RUMANIA AXND BULGARIA

~

SEE: RUMANIA WBREAKDOWN! (2)




Caserta e '
Dated March °5 51945
Rec'd 21 08 DL,

'Sécréfary,qf State : .
Washington :

vll48 Hsrch ?5 194‘3

o 'i On March 13 AEHQ requested Sov1et cl-arfnce fwr Dr. Josenh T
* Schivarts -of Americen Joint Distribution: Oommittes to Anter Bolgaria
y nnd Rumania on Buqincsq of his orgenizatinn.

h'ihr followmng messare h-s bren r»celved AEnO from Gennral Crnn&in
3ulgeri.,.r“ ; -

2

M "“Rebly4 -3 ;our message of March 14. this is: to 1nform you that
Sov1rt High Commfnd se=s no (reseat no) necesslty for visit td Sofia

N of Dr. Josenh Schwvrtz" e
’ 7.

- KIRK
b

lasr

.'/7',.\,'




SRR _{'wnﬂLn JEWISH IJI]NbﬂESSJZifS?ﬁZEi?;

' : R 2
'CONGRES JUIF DIONDIAL

:VCONGRESO JuDIo MUNDIAL New Yo(, 1900

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18 N. Y.

LONDON g V c ) ' ‘C,'\m.ynvs: CoNeRESS, Naw Yorx

55 New Cnvendlsh St \V 1 : . o w ' "+ TELEPIIONR: vLON’c‘;\mg 5:2600
- GENEVA - ' ERR

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS ‘AIRES "
Corrientcs‘2024 90

JERUSALEM 5 i L o May 95 19U
Vaad Leumi, P.O:B. 471 ' 'Inrrept}’ #5& e
- refer to
MONTREAL L ke
1121 8t Catherine St W ‘L : . ‘
MEXICO CITY Mr'.. Io M. Wéing'beinv
Sonora 174-4 War Refuges Board .’

Treasury Building
3 -»We.shington y 25, D¢ Ce

Des.r Mr. We:l.natein.

3 atbach 8 transla.’cion of" thp a.ppeal whioh I mentioned : : g
at the Wedneada.y meeting of the Cammittee. pn’ Spaoia.l Refugeé i = :
Problems, and whioh 1s being broadoaat to Bulgaria. rrom New - .

York, London, Cai.ro and Bari. o ‘

miq/appeal was. wri-bten vy the Preaidenb and - Seoretary L S
of the Congress of B;}lgarians and Maocedoniens in Americm, at - . : o o
the request of the Bialgarien Jewish Represenbative Comnittee ~ : - '
effiliated with the World’ Jew:l.sh Congresse - ' '

Sinoerely youra e

Le n ld:bowitzld.
Hea.d, Resc\e. Department

ALK:bg -

G N T o : ’ ‘,

PRI
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. APPEAL TO EIHE HJIGARIAN PEOPLE FR(N mE CONGRDSS OF HIIGARIA.NS AHD MAGEDONI&\HS.‘

IN AMhRICA

Ty
Bulgari.an Brethren

In the ‘nafe of the Gongress of Bulgarians and Me.oedonians uniting the maaority of B

- our immigrents to this: eountry, wo. are addressing th:.s appesal: -bo the Bulgarie.n

Government and people.: :

‘I’he war :I.s approachi.ng its 1ogio end. Tne Armi.es of brotherly Russie who alrea.dy
onoce before saorificed their blood for the liberation of our people from its dark
yoke, now _'bhrew the -German hordes from Russle.n 80il and advanoed to” the heart of

- Romanie,

In the d’est, the American and British Armies will shortly open a seoond front,

The deoisive blcm for ‘the crashing of Gema.n war power :l.a inevitable.

.- During 'bhese deoisivo e.nd historio days s we: here in the United States have exolu=

sively the vital interests of Bulgaris in mind, and so we implore all patriotic
Bulgarians to do all they possibly cen to prevent the situation of the Bulgarien =~
people from getting worse than it already ise Do not.forget that eny active sup-
port given to the Germans, no matter in wha.t i‘om, vri.ll add to the. respons:.bili.- :
ties of our people. - .

Ve olso appeal to you to help 1ightening the mte of the Jewish popula'bion. The .
annulment of those inexcusable anti-Jewish laws, and the-alleviation of that inhuman
regime under which they were forced to live, will very much facilitate our. problems
after cessation of hostilitles. Do not forget; either, that, only a few wooks ogo,
Mr. Roosevelt, President of the United States, and Mr. Eden, British Foréign Secretary,
declared very plainly thet the behaviour of all enemy countries towards thelr Jeviigh
minorities will be seriously oonsidered at the time of deciding on the fate of the
enemies of tho United Nations. No excuse- for the mh.xman treatment of any minority
will be convinocing enocughe ;

Rulers, keep the futiire of the Bulgariu.n people in your mindel “Bulgariaen Brethren,

" do not allow anybody to stop on tho ideals of the herces of the’ Bulgarian liberation,

and to obscure Bulgsria's name even morel

o Poter Peef, Preeident
2 : Dre Viotor Sho.renkow, Seoretary

-

Aprl 28, 19kl

bg
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A $50,000 APPROPRIATED| =~ o

' ,  l-POR"BULGARIAN-JEWS| S

i The American Jewish Joint Dis-
| tribution Committee, Inc., 270
{Madison Avenue, appropriated $50,-
[000 last month for emergency re-
i lief for the surviving 40,000 Jews

in Bulgaria, it was reported yes- ) . .
: terday by Rabbl Jonah B. Wise,) - . -

vice chairman of the committee.; .

The committee has completed .
arrangements for shipment to Bul-
garia of $50,000 worth of medical
supplies to combat typhus, diph-
theria and malaria epidemics and|
to improve health conditions, he
said,

The committee also has arranged
for the purchase in Palestine of|
10,000 pairs of shoes and of warm
clothing for use in Bulgaria-at a
total cost of $180,000. Thif pur-
. N chase was madé in respo to
cabled requests by Dr. Jo-lgph J.
Schwlartz, chairman of the gpmmit-|
tee’s | BEuropean council, JJd Dr,
Judal} L. Magnes, chairman of the
organgation’s Middle Bast advi-
sory committee,

N
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_|the Sofia Jews are concentrated

|to alleviate the conditions of these}

e New Bork Bimes:
JAN 201945 .

—

J S IN BULG ARI A &#‘%ed to their owners, that Jewlsh
s blocked at different banfis|

the fascist regime ‘Would be. re-

would be refunded and’ that tiie
tax the Jews we

N PITIFUL PLIGHT

Regime Does Nothing to Ease
Starvation of 45,000—Many
Envy Those Who Die

H By JOSEPH M. LEVY
By Wireless to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
‘| ISTANBUL, Turkey, Jan. 17
(delayed)—Four months after Bul-
garia’s® liberation from the Ger-
mans and the Bulgarian fascist

| ment's treasury is empty. The Gov-

p Y

forced to pay under the fageil
government would be repaid.

Craftsmen were to get back their
tools to enable them to work, thel
manutacturers snd traders would
have their factories and businesses
restored—all this was promised by
the present so-called Liberel gov-
ernment but to thig day not a sin-|.
gle promise has been fulfilted. :

The excuge is that the Govern-

ernment announced that no Bul-

arlan who acquired Jewish prop-
[ any description ghould suf-|:
fer as a result of the Government's};

regime the situation of about 45,-
000 Jews there today is deplorabie
and deaperate. They are clotheless,
shoeless and starving. They are
‘|existing, not living, under the most
insenitery conditions, three and
four familles sharing a dingy little
room which is unheated and with-
out windowpanes.
Thé writer paid several visits to
the quarters Hujbunar and Dort-
bunar where the vast majority of

and where nothing has been done

unforfunate human beings,
Mogt of them told the ,writer
that §hey envy their 14,000 Mace-
donigh co-religionists who were de-
port; } to Poland, where they had
been exterminated by the Germans,
One woman, with infant in arms
and two other children of 3 and 5|
pulling frantically at her gkirt cry-
ing for food, told me:

“My husband died in a forced
labor camp and I was left with
these children and my mother-in-
Jaw without the slightest menns of |
support. If it were not for these
poor little creatures I would have
committed puicide long ago.”

This 18 not an {solated case—
hundreds of them talked similarly.
The children’s bitter cries for food
and the agonizing moans of the
sick are still ringing in the writer's
ears. ’

Promlises Not Fulfilled
Despito Innumerable appeals for

‘holp, no rellef from abroad has
beon forthcoming. Tho Bulgarian

- |purposes.

deciglon to restors Jewish belong-[

ings.

A highly placed Bulgarian func-
tionary who is a great humani-|
tartan’ and sincerely interested in
trying to help solve the problem

the writer:

«)¢ the Government paid a MLt
more attention to acute socl
problems of the gountry rathe|
than to politics, much could be don
1o alleviate the frightful condition
of the Jews here. There are hun-
dreds of Bulgarians who made for-
tunes during this war at the ex-
pense of Jewish-owned factories |
and businesses that were confis-|
cated by the fascist Government|
and sold for & song to them.

“If the Government ordered no
more than fifty of these war
profiteexrs to contribute as little as
§ per cent of
would be ample funds to repay in
full the amount confiscated in prop-
erty and cash from Bulgarian Jews,
1t would even cover the vast dopre-
ciation in value of Bulgarian cur-
rency in the past years.”

Political Exploitation

to alleviate the misery of Bul-
garian Jews but does nothing, Yot
fhe Government rarely misses a
chance to exploit the
tion for political or

8,
Over the radio and in the press
1t condemns the former Fasocist re-

aws which it desorlbes as oruel
and inhuman,
Jews now aro freo and onjoying

Go anmcnt has done nothing to
]‘nol theso thousands of dcﬂtﬁut
llo 4. It Is not stingy with {n'o
LU

however,

hoon contiscated from t

o Jows by

~ land freeze. o .

This is o farce,

Bulgaria are able to do with ¢
'rights and freedom ‘is to gtal

Months ago 1t de-jrisujperians. .
olazed that all propert¥l %hut had cuﬁge the only thing tho Jow E;} -

of Jewish misery in Bulgaria told| .

thelr fortunes, therei’

The Government could do much -

ewish ques-|
propaganda |

imes for enforolng anti-Jowish S
1t doclares ‘that ail} " - -
oqudl rights with all the rest [zt .
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- The sidie Soun

Hirschmann-Says 48,000 Have Been:Free
: ~ From Camps in Romania, , .

Washington, Oct. 17 (A, P.).—Ira Hh'lchmtnn, ‘War
Refugee Board representatiye at Ankara, said today on'his
return to Washington th#t Bulgaria' has testored full
rights to about 465,000 Jews and an unknown number of]

other afmorities in that country,

thatsomeﬂdng

*{tration  campe in Transi
:Romanhtoeml?nu'to.

“{but that he, &l ‘not -know - the

t
Mr, Hirse

-{throught ‘that country on “their
way to permanent reséttlenient in
Palestine and to temporary véllef
centers elsewhere in the Mediter

lem the board faced today:
Hungary where he' describéd the
situation as touch and go 8o far
as the lives of thousands of Jews
are concerned, He explained that
as battle lines m&'ﬁfmm ‘Hun.
gary on the south-and east this
problem no longer could be
tackled from Turkey but would
have to be approached through|
the 8wiss Govi ent,

Mr, Pehle sald that he Inew|
ring further con.

to this

mtmm?ugoah and G,
s0bn may be' expéoted to :
returning to their countries,
Aside from Hungary, Mr, Pehle
(306 proktomy now Brease B
|an Germany, - -

s smiin

He added at .ﬁmmm?“
e “m .
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BULGAREANS ORFE
T0NOVE FOR PEAC

Minister Cites Troops’ FExi
Fro:p Yugoslavia in Bid for
Truce With Aflies

acpurs puve peen current here
that Bulgaria already has commu-

nicated to Russia, for transmission
T8 ~tire= United - States %tain,
~ an offer to give up the ries

she has adcquired in this war.
[There has been no ocnfirmation
Pf these reports from any official
lied gource.]
Mr. Dragagoff had been expect-
t d to annouhce Bulgaria's with-
rawal from the Axis and to de-
ounce the antl-Comintern pact,
hich had drawn all nations allied
ith Germany into an agreement
imed at Russia.

Hull Has No New Data

ASKS AMITY WITH GREEKS wasrinaToN, Aug 22 (B—

Becretary of State Cordell Hull
said today that he had no informa-

But Démurs at Yielding Landtlon about Bulparia's attempt to

—Anti-Jewish Laws Being
Eased, Turks Hear

get out of the war..except news
dispatches from abroad.

| It is know, however, that officlals
nre hopeful that the moves being
taken by Bulgarian Foreign Min-

sult in Bulgaria’s gefting what she

ister Paravan Dtagﬁnoff will re-

ANKARA, Turkey, Aug. 22 (UP) wants. As one officidf put it: “Bul-
—Foreign Minister Parvan Drag-gerla wapts out” | .
anoff of Bulgarla said tonlght that o, e Sienate Withdrawal

Bulgaria was doing her utmost to| .
make peace with the United States' German Propaganda Minlster

and Britain, In an address to theJUBeph Goebbels’ latest directive to

Bulgarian Parllament, he sald Bul-

his Balkan “inforination agents”
ndmits that “the hour, always fore-

garia had withdrawn her troopsseen by the Fuehrer; for the Wehr-
from Yugoslavia, advices reachingmacht to withdraw to the inner

here said,

fortress of Germany itself, has

Bulgaria does not want to fight now come” the British radio said in

Greece, the Foreign-Minister con-
tinued, He paid Macedonia and
Thrace rightfully belonged to Bul-
garla, There had been previous re-
ports that Bulgaria was willing to
withdraw throops from Macedonia
and Thrace provided her interests
there were protected.

[{The German news agency
DNB said in o broadeast heard
in London that Mr. Draganoff
stressed Bulgaria's friendly -re-
lations with Russla and de-
acribed the declaration of war
against Britain and the United
States as o mistake. Berlin aaid
he explained that this was the
fault of the British for not hon-
oring the guarantecs of 1919, in
the agreoments reached when

. Bylgarle, withdrew from World
_War 1]

Poaco Proﬂ‘or Roported

Builgarla's withdrawal from the
first World War in Septembor,
(1:018", marked thoTcolllnpse of tho,

ontr ors, 'Tur! on_an
ull%nny, MOMn Qct.
30 and eloven days lator Germany
signed an armistico, -

b broadcagt heard last night Wly the
National Biroadeasting Comp, ny,

This difpotive, London saffl,” ar-
pived in rll(éay in the dipl§matic
pouch of & “rfeutral” Ambagsador.
A British ‘reporter ferreted 1t out
gz:nd cabled i1t to The London Daily
xpress.
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TR A scertain. that members of  the
Antx-Jemnh Laws Eased ewlsh Council were well satisfied

Bx.mﬂml‘\ﬂ M. LEVY th their conversation with the

. . {Pr r, to whom I tand
By Cable to Tz Nxw Yorx Taes. ‘If_:hey exi)i"'essed thanks %—
ISTANBUL, Turkey, Aug.'20tyde for his plans. In general, I

(Delayed) — Although Bulgarianconsider that the policy of. the
Premier Ivan Bagrianoff’s refer-new Bulgarian Government toward
ance to the Jewish question in hisjews is to be based on principles of
address to Parliament was vague,equity and humanitarianism, Like.
there i8 good reason to hope thatwige, I do not exclude the possl-
the Government will soort abrogatepility of reaching gradually and!
the anti-Jewish laws in Bulgaria.quickly a completely normal ptate:
This hope s baged on negotiationsin. the situation of the Jewa in op
carried on for the last six weekscountry.” !
between Ira Hirschmann, represen- Thug for the first time since the,
tative of the War Refugee Boardpergecution of Jews started in Nazi'
in Turlkey, and Nickola Balaba-Rurope = German satellite diplo-
noff, Bulgarian Minister here.  'matic representative has officlally’
By virtue of his special powers,and in writing committed his Gov-
Mr. Hirschmann is allowed to con-ernment to abolish anti-Jewish
fer with representatives of enemyjaws and has admitted that his
Governments in connection ‘withgovernment regret having taken
rescue work. Through an interme-lanti-Jewish measures. .
diary, Gilbert Simond, representas Mr, Hirschmann says the War
tive of the Internatioral Red CrossRefugee Board’s functions are not
in Turkey, Mr. Hirschmann meetslonly to get\ioppressed’ minorities
with Bulgarlan and Hungarian dip-iout’ of Nazi- \ntmued Hurgpe, but
lomats here. His conversations, al-jalgo to makq, every ende?s,m. to
ways In the presence of Mr. Si-wipe out persdjution and diderimi-
mond, are confined to rescue work.inatibn within the countries where
As 8 result of the last meetingthese minorities have lived fo¥ cen-
between Mr. Hirshchmann and Mrturies and would like to’ continue
Balahanoff, the latter addressed afo live If unmolested.
letter to Mr, Simond for Mr.
Hirschmann to transmit to Jobn 7
Pehle, executive director of the -
War Refuge Board., It says:
“There 18 no doubt that the new
Bulgarian Government regrets ex-
ceedingly all the anti-Jewish meas-
ures taken by our country and that
it does not in the least approve
these measures,
%1 have the impression that the
Government intends to abolish the
present laws cooncerning the Jews
at an opportune moment. How- '
ever, for the prosent it has firmly
decided to do away with arbitrary
methods in the application of these
Jaws, as well as with all restrictive
es not provided by such
laws. ' Second, the Bujgarian Gov-
ernment hag declded to facilitate
the omigration of Jews deairing to
leave the country by reducing to
a minimum the usual formalities
and eliminating other obatacles.
“Prime Minister Bagrianoff in-
vited members of the Jowish Coun-
ell of Bulgaria to his home and
had a long interview with them on
the situntion of tho Jews in the
dommtry~Ho told thomeedebho moas-
ures ho intends to take to improve
thelr situation and facilitato eml-
grotion, In Sofia, I was able to




