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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Bern, October 26, 19a4,

I
Subjectl: Dispatching four,copies of,a reporc on
a visit ©o the Ghetto of THERES TWFS©CADT
(Protectorate of sSohemia and koravia)
on June .23, 1944, drawn up by Dre ke
Hossel, belegate of the International
Committee of the Red Gross. - -

sear r, Pehle: T

I nave the honor to enclose four copies (in English
translation, the original report having been written in
french) oi a report concerning a visit to the well-known
Ghetto of Theresienstadt mode by Dr, li, Rossel, Delegate
cf the international Committee of the Red Cross, on
June 23, 1944, ‘'his document was comrmunicates to me by
a friend in the ICRC and in strictest confidence. T
mst, therefore, xindly request that no part or it be
published. On tne other nand, I wished to send it to
you Ior your and the Var Hefugee Board's coniidential
infermzstion. It could perheps ove communicated in your
alrsretion o certain members of reliable Jewish crganiza-
iiens,

in forwarding Dr, Rossells report, which is in Tact
the Tirst cencerning Theresienstadt drawn up by a neutrsl
observer, I feel that s number of qualifying statements
are necessary. ‘“he picture he presents of the Ghetto
can unfortunately not oe taien at its face value,

In the first nlace, as is almost always the case

with such “ofricial” visits to camps or prisons; the

reception of the ICRC's represefitative as well as of

the two delegates of the Danish :ed Cross who also went - &

along, was quite obviously prepared in advance.. The

various Jewish "officials" for example all gave interesting
e but clearly "prepared" speeches which they delivered

without waitingz to ve questioned. The "party" spent

cnly ten to twelve hours in Theresienstadt and was: at

all times accompanisd by & number of S8 men, including

the ill-famed Dr. Giinther from S5 headquarters at Berlin,

cne: of the German'officials directly reSponsible for the

creation of Theresienstadt, = Dr, Hossel had only one cr

two very fleeting opportunities to exchange an unheard

word with Dr.-Paul Eppstein, the "Judenilteste" (sayoxr)

of the shetto. The impression gained was consequently

somewhat superficial. When the question of social wel-

fare reports on persons thought to be in Theresienstadt

came up, for instance, and particularly the means by

which |

Mr. John ¥. Pehle, r I
L Executive Director, ) DECLASSIFIED o

- War Refugee Board, State Dopt. Letter, 14172 - : i

|

Washington, D. C.  ByR H Paks Data.SERM] 5 1972




.- lowest figure of twelve deatn

-2 -

which such information could ve ovtained
was quite read; to rurnish the ICRC Delegate with a
complete list ot Persons then in the Ghetto. ‘his was
promptly Torbidden by the 58, .

y LY. Eppstein

& number of factors were taxen for granteg by Dr.,
“lossel wnich merited closer exarmination, Describing
their arrival at Theresienstadt,Dr.'Hossel Speaks of
seeing the "Kleine festung" but #ives the impression
that it was quite separate fropm the rest of the town,
AS a matter of Tact, according to persons wio were
several times in theresienstads before the war, it is
ar intezral part of the Shette, and ot bresent Houses
& ccnsiderable number of non-Jewish political
as well ss certain dews, Its inmmateés are tres
tially as in other verman con
is heavily watched orincipally by armed Crech Zuards,
deedless to say, the I0RQ Delegate was not shown this
part oI Theresienstagt :

prisoners
: ted essern-
centration cemns, and it

°

vr. Gossel Turther underlines the
wWire anu the Zeneral absence of 5y guards. Had he spent
tae nizht in the Ghetto he woula have Seen, nowever, that
the entire perimeter or the town wes Strongly floodg-
lighted and with guard bosts set up at regular intervels,
This fact is known without o doubt Ffrom previous, reliable
informetion concerning Theresienstadt.

ahsence of barbed

On page three it will be noged
is referred to as an "Endlager" (
destiration iro
ray be true, as

concerned, barticularly those of German origin., In
the summer (July) or 1943, however, the population of
Theresienstadt was 43,800 souls., at the time of pr,
Hossel's visit (June 1944) the number stood at about
35,000, In the intervening year some 8,800 rersons
have disappeared from the Ghetto, Naturally, consider-
ing the large bercentage orf old people in Theresienstadt,
the mortality rate is nigh, and taking Dr, Rossel's

S per day one could there-
fore calculate the number deceased during the intervening

year at roughly 4,300, This, nevertheless, leaves over
4,000 persons unaccounted for,

watv Theresienstadt
ive. a Tinal camp of
@ which no one is sent further). This

Undoubtedly cons
deported from Theresienstadt to

» Such as Birkenau, Litzmannstadt

y Iublin-
Majdanek ang Isbiza (s

ee AuschwitzeBirkenau report on
arrival of convoys of deportees Trom Theresienstadt)°
They seem, in the main, to have been Jews who were
only temporarily in Theresienstadt; as the Ghetto,
according to the most trustworthy reports, has also

been
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been very largely used by the Germans as a transit camp,
No figures exist on the number of deportees who have
nassed tnrough Theresienstadt on' this basis, although
it is certainly many thousands.

It is definitely known, lor example, that the wife
and son of the former "Judendlteste" of Theresienstadt,
ur. Jakob ddelstein (whose signature still anpears on
the Theresienstadt panknotes!) were sent to the extermina-
tion camp of iSirkenau as postcards were received in
switzerland rrom her. It has never been possible to
aiscover what nzs happened to I, sdelstein nimself
whom 1t 1s «nown was not deported with his wife,

-In regard to locating people in ilheresienstadt it
is also significant to note that information can only
De secured regarding people who are actually in the
ahetto. If an ingividual about whnom an ingquiry is sent
is not ulere, no answer whatscever is returned., Dr.
wppsteéin confirmed this fact to Dr. Rossel,

On page wwo the episode of the 240 persons (about
60 families) vossessing Swedish passports is signiificant,
«nhen the gquestion of the liveration of tThese persons

was raised, the udermans replied characteristically that
tnis was imvossible since their documents nhad been issuea
enly just vrior to the outbreak of the war and that the
bearers were in reality Germans and would continue o be
censidered as such. It will be noted that the Danish

sed Lross Delegates also inguired about 100 Denish Jews
who seemed to be missing., They received a similar

answer te tne effect that these people in reality
possessea German passports and were merely arrested ’,
in Denmark, As a rule, ‘the same standpoint of view

is -maintained by .the Gexmans regarding all persons in
Ineresienstadt possessing papers other than those of

the nationality which the vermans consider their true

one. bue to this attitude there is no case on record

of a person ¢r family, as far as I know, ever having

been "liverated" or Transferred from Theresienstadt to

a better camp cr status. “There are reported to be a
nunber of persons in Pheresienstadt, for instance, hold-
ing exnired United Svates immigration visas, but efforts

to confirm this Tact have been unsuccessful.

The picture which Dr, Rossel raints in his report
of physical and material conditions in -the Ghetto is
also somewhat misleading. He states, for example, that
the Theresienstadt population receive “the same rations
as are distributed in the "Protectorate, He neglects
to explain that they receive the same rations as the
Jews in Bohemia and Moravia, which is quite another
thing, since all the more nourishing foodstuffs (meat,
€ggs, sugar, butter, fats, fresh vegetables, ete.) are
forbidden the Jews in the Protectorate as in almost all
German-occupied Europe.

The daily calory intake 0f 2400 is also open to
doqbt. In conversation with,the ICRC's Delegate, Dr.

Eppstein
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Lppstein mentioned that at one time "they had tried
diminishing the rations of the older people. (over 60)
by 300 calories daily, with the result that the
mortality rate rose sharply. If this were true,
these people could scarcely have previously been
receiving 2400 calories. 1In any event, gauging

the degree of nourishment of internee ropulations
solely in calories is at best mnisleading.

In the summer of 1943 (July, I believe), representa- .

tives of the uerman hed Cross were allowed to g0 to
Theresienstadt, and accorxrding to the repoxrt of the
most reliable man in the ICRC Joint Relief Commission
at Geneva, who had a long talk with the returning

‘German delegates, they were very upset and unfavorably

impressed by their visit. It is interesting to note

that this was the first occasion on which renresenta-
tives of the German Red Cross had been permitted any
contact with Jewish deportees. According to this
confidential report material cenditions in Theresienstadt

were very bad. "The Ghetto was frightfully overcrowded

(over 43,000 people in a small town which had -previously

housed about 7,000 inhabitants!), the deportees were
seriously undernourished, and there was a rseneral lack
of clothing and medical supvolies of all sorts. The
verman Hed Cross did report, however, that the internal
Jewish organization of the Ghetto under the circumstances
was good.

In the light of this report from German sources,
made somewhat over a year ago, it is most doubtful that
the situation as regards food and medical supplies has
improved in the intervening time as substantially as
Dr. Hossel's report would lead one to believe., A
thoroughly characteristic "Theresienstadt statement"
appears on page ten of the ICRC report, where it is
declared that despite the generally adequate supply
of everything in the Ghetto certain products (spscial
foods for children, milk and vitamin products, sardines’
and shoes) would still be most welcome., . Similar state-
ments have appeared on hundreds of. postcards from
Theresienstadt received in Switzerland in ‘the course
of the past two years, and almost invariably with this
same turn of phrase: "We get plenty to eat, but we
are always glad to receive packages containing condensed
milk, sardines, etc."., Ur. Rossel told the ICRC con-
fidentially (and his veport should have borne this
out more clearly) that under no circumstances should
food shipments to Theresienstadt be decreased or dis-
continued, .

Dr. Rossel does clearly state, however, that there
is a great lack of shoes. This is, unfortunately, almost
axiomatic in all of Europe now-a-days among "noxmal
civilian populations not to spesk of refugees, internees
or deportees. Numerous reports on conditions in +the
Jewish labor companies in Poland and Silesia, for in-
stance, often speak of the men going to work bare-
footed. - - - :

" In conclusion, I think it can truthfully be said

-that
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that Theresienstedt is, without doubt, a "carnp" foy
certain "privileged" categories of Jews, as relative
- as this word privileged may be., The treatment they
received, at least in the main, as little or nothing
is known zhout conditions in the "Kleine festung,
cannet be compared to that meted out to Jews in the
Fclish camps. The burning question, of course, still
remains "“hat will finally become of these people?!.
On one of the few brief occasions when Dr. liossel
could have a private word with Dr. Eppstein e asked
him how he, “ppstein, explained +this striking difference
in treatment between Theresienstadt and other Jewish
camps, and what he thought would be the ultimate fate
cf the shetto population.. Dr, “ppstein said that he
ANE€W no answer to this question and added that he per-
scnally saw no _way out,

Prank, the-"Reichsleiter" of the rrotectorate at
Prague, according to g trustworthy report, when recently
asked what would become of Theresienstadt, replied to
tne effect tnat he bersonally did not know ("ixr
Iragen uns auch™), intimating that he was not in-

Tfermed concerning such matters,

Sincerely yours,

foewell §. % Qettn,

Enclesure:

Four copies of confidential réport
mede by Dr, Hossel,

KDM/mjb




COPY R - - - e - e -

BEte S B GO LD Pty

{Not for publication).-

THE THERESIENSTAUT GHET.O

Visited on June 23rd. 1944,

PRELIMINAEY HOTE.

The whole of this report is to be considered
strictly confidential. Neither the documents, nor
especialiy the pictures, are for publication. ¥We-
had to give this assurance to the S3 officers who
accompanied us.

" ‘We take pleasure in mentioning the kindness
and active collavoration of two Danes who were also
present during the visit: : :

Mr. Frans HVASS, "Ministerialdirektor", and

Dr. ., Juel HSANINGSEN, Vice-director of the
dealth Service. - '

For the Germans:
The S35 Chief of Police of the "Protectorate";

. An S5 Chief from the Sicherheits—Reichshaupt-
amt in Berlin;

A member of the AuswHrtiges Amt (Winistry of
Foreign Affairs) charged with liaison-with
the S5; ) :

A represcntative of the Germah Red Cross;

The SS Police Chief of the Ghetto.

ARRIVAL AT THE GHETTO,

Tre resienstadt is reached by the Highway running
between “rague and Dresden which goes right by the
fortress town of Theresienstadt. One first passes the
'Kleine Festung" on the right, a small fort where po-
litical prisoners arrested in Protectorate territory
are at present detained. The Ghetto lies off to the
left, being separated from the road only by a wooden

fence
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fence apsroximately two meters high. It has nct
been necessary to build a similar barrier all
around the city as Theresienstadt is a fortified
town built in the Vauban style, with large moats
outside its walls. Weve. having been besieged
its fortifications remain in perfect condition,
wita walls intact. This renders the isolstion of
the town easier and barbed wire is nowhere 1o be
seen. A look at picture Ho. 5 makes any further
explanation superfluous.

e were received by the German avthorities
in the only German house in ftheresienstadt, the
guards' quarters.Guarding the whole town, there
are all told only 12 S35 men.

Soon afterwards we went to the Jewish town=-
hall, where the "JudenHlteste" (the Senior Jew)
Mr. Paul Israel uppstein, gave a short explana-
tory talk on the Ghetto organization and offered
to begin our inspection immediately, His ¢losing
sentence was: "You are about to visit a normal pro-
vincial town',

FOPUL-ALION,

The population numbers about 35,000 people,
distributed as Hllows: '

Prom Reichs anc¢ Ostmark. territory - 94%

From Holland (mainly Dutch of German
extraction) = 5%

From Denmark - 0,14

NeBo =~ 1. Therc is no Jew velonging to any other na-
tionzlity in “heresienstadt. This was con-
firmed on several occasions by the "Juden-
Hlteste, : -

N
.

A remark passed by a member of the S5 led

us to understand that about 240 Reichs
subjects there possessed Swedish passports,
which are, however, not recognized as valid
by the S35 Authorities. '

3. Among the Danes, 100 Jews arrested in Denmark
were missing. The Danish delegates closely
investigated the status of their.compatriots,

and
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and-it was found -that most. of the missing~- ——
100 were Jews with German vassports ar-

rested in Denmark and now considered by the

35 as of Reichs! origin.

4. The representative of the Duteh in There-
sienstadt is the painter SPIER, who did the
water—-colors attached to the present report,

e were able to obtain other interesting details.
Among the Ghetto populution, as in most urban centers,
older peosle precominate; it is the well known inverted
pyramid, This characteristic is al! the mre marked
here because Theresienstadt was at first only meant
Tor cldexrly Jews.

over 55 - 14, 60C versons
between 55 and 45 - 4,500 persons
between 45 and 1§ - 12,56, persons
between 15 and & - 2,000 to 2,30. persons
between 6 and ¢ = 800 persons

Births in the Ghetto since it started in July
1542 have been about 400 in number .

Average age. ; 48 years,
Average age of'death: 72 years.
»0ortality rate; 12 to 15,§g§ths ver day.

60 % of the population is physically capable of
work. (See M"work'),

. ) 7. )

The "Camp" of Theresienstadt is a so~called "End-
lager", which means that normally once admitted to the
Ghetto no one leaves. There is no special "Arbeits—
hommando" attached to The resienstadt; working parties
go to the fields during the cay, but return within
the city walls every night.

Mo other Ghetto or camps for Jews are situated
in the neighborhood.

ADMINISTRATION.
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ADMInISTRATIUN .

The Ghetto was set up in July 1942. The SS
Police leaves the Jews free to administer them-—

.. selves as they see fit; and this administration

~is now welil organized, The SS police force con-

“ $rolling the town numbers only twelve men, where-

as the number of Jewish policemen 1s considerably
larger. (See photo No. S3a member of the Jewish
police ).

"Juden#lteste": This post is filled very .
satisfactorily by Mr. Sppstein, whose jurisdic-
tion is extensive. In practice he controls every
oxganization in the town. He is the supreme autho-
rity and only rarely consults the "Judenfltesten-
rat" (Council of Senior Jews).

"Judendltestenrat™s is composed of the out-
standing members of the municipal administration.

District representatives; The town is divided
into 4 districts, each having its own representa-
tive (or mayor) who is also a member of the'Juden-—
Hltestenrat",

HOUSING CONDITIONS:

The 1little town of Theresienstadt, which must ' .
have had from 12 %o 15,00C inhavitants, was original-
ly a garrison town, and two thirds of the population
consisted of soldiers. The city therefore contained
very large barracks (in the sense of the French word
"casernes")., This made the total evacuation of the
civilian population as well as the compulsory trans-
formation of the place into a ghetto egsier,

Housing conditions therefore vary considerably
according to districts; barracks of several stories
on the one side, private houses on the other.

Immense blocks of barracks are located in the
center of each distriet and this is where the com-
munity organizations are installed, as well as the se-

_veral infirmaries, medical, dental and surgical cli-
nics. 5

In order to accommodate the overflow of popu-—
lation, it soon proved necessary to build one-story
wooden barracks. These, however, are large and airy,
well lighted, and the population often prefers them
to the large central barracks,

Private
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Private houses exist in the part of town pre-
viously inhabited by civilians. Comfortable, though
space is rzstricted, these houses are often shared
by two or three families.

Furniture is now generally available in suf-
ficlent quantities. The czrpenter's workshop twrns
out a standard type which is most practical, It is
““noped that shortly each family will be supplied with
it.

Thexre are enou;h curtains, carpets and wallpapexr
to make thesc houses attractive. :

The amount of bedcding is adequate so that sheets
can be changed regularly. The woolen blankets are of
exgellent quality.

The children's homes are particularly well and
sensibly furnished with murals whose decorative effect
and educative value are remarkable,

Disinfection. 411 inhabited builaings are dis-
infected by a crew of specialists. The latter makes
its rounds every three months and such disinfection
is compulsory, even though no vermin is present.

(See photo No. l:A view on the courtyard of one
of the barrack blocks. Ses photo No. 2: Public sguare
witn orchestra. See photo No. 4: A street. See photo
No: 33 Fire brigade practice),

FOQOD:

Immediately on entering the Ghetto, we wexe
convinced that its population 4id not suffer from
undernourishment. Rations in Theresienstadt are
the same as in the "Protectorate" of ‘Bohemia and
Moravia, with the difference that no eggs or cheese
are received and butter is replaced by margarine.
Outside; (in Prague), we understand that the ci-
vilian population, in spite of having tickets, is
often unable to obtain these foodstuffs, Certain .
articles even reach the 3hetto, which are almost
impossible to find in Prague. We attribute this to
the fact that orders viséd by the SS Kommandantur
are given priority since no one wishes to run the
risk of incurring SS disapproval. Doctors specialized
in medical dietetics who are in charge of the food
control, calculate the rations at 2,400 calories
daily, Taking into account supplements for manual
workers, the rations are sufficient. Everywhere it

was
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was easy to sec thst the population got enough
food and the photogzraphic documents, especially
of children's groups, substaniiasve this fact.

Rations are distributed in uifierent ways.
People living in private houses, with the use
of a kitchen, can prepare their meals as they
like, whereas those living in the big or small
barracks generzlly orefer to eat in the community
kitchens. These canteens are very spacious and
sleasant. Tatrons are served promptly by a wait-
ress in a starched agron ané czp, as in any re-
staurant. :

rhe .itenens are supplied with modein aphlian—
ces, st of the cookers are steam—heated, Practical
to operate and easily cleaned. ihere are various.

‘types of kitchens. Certain of the large community

kitvchens serve as many as 9,000 meals per day.

The supply of meat corresponds to the normal
needs of a small town.

The central bakery is well equipped with four
ovens, the last of which is of the very latest
model, recently installed, having been constructed
entirely in the Theresienstadt workshops.

The vegetable gardens are excellently kept,
cniefly by tne young people ané yield a maximam
crop of greens. lhe potatoes at present distributed,
in spite of the lateness of the season, sre of ex-—
cellent guality. o i :

The town of fheresienstadf,is naturally not
selfsufficient and must obtain from outside a large
part of its food, such as flour, potatoes,; etc.

- : i
CIOTHING .

Generally speaking the clothing appeared to be

"in good condition. Lhe people we saw in the streets

were suitably dressed, witihh considerable variety of
styles, as is usual in a town,according to the re-
spective purses, The smarter women were all wearing
silk stockings, hats, foulards ané carried modern
handbags. The young men seemed also well turned out,
some of them even were flashily dressed.

Photographic documents corroborate this fact.

The clothing stores were fairly well stocked.
These consist entirely of -second hand garments, which

have
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~ 8roups are the basic units of unskilled 1labor. Every-
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have been repaired in the sewing workshop' and

are sold at prices ranging from 8o to 120 The-
resienstadt "Kronen", against clothing coupons.,
The latter have been introduced so that everyone
may obtain the same quantity of clothes, whatever
his or her salary.

The internees had satisfactory shoes, but repairs
weie becoming increasingly difficult for lack of the
necessary raw materials, From time to time, therefore,
the Ghetto sends off a large quantity of shoes to the
Bata works, which repairs the lot. :

A community laundry washes about 110,000 kilos
monthly . &Gveryone is allowed to send in 4 kilos of lacndry
each month, according to individual choice, Hany people,
however, prefer to do their own laundry,

WORK..

The physical ability to work is carefully
ckecked in each case. Everyone belonging to the
Ghetto has his own cerd in the central files, and
doctors Gecide whether an individual is able to
work and the category in which he should be classi-
fied.

Thq?e are four categories of workers:
1 - people fully able %o work, ' . *
2 - people only fit for light work,

3 - invalids or bonvalescents, able to do only
special work,

4 - people unable to work.

There is naturally more than enough labor in
Theresienstadt. Here, it is not important to obtain
a maximum output from eéveryone, The object is rather
to keep everyone busy, even olg people, if only for
one or two hours a day, so that everyoody may feel
useful, and if possible, be stimulated to take an
interest in his work. ’

On entering the, Ghetto, each Jew,. whatever his -

position or station in civilian life may have been, . ) i i
must become a member of gz group of a hundred. These ’

one
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one must go through a term of probation, and if
his work is satisfactory, he may become head of
his hundred, or else be allowed to work in the
Ghetto in the same profession as he had before.

Uf course this rule is subject to a few excep
tions. Physicians and trained nurses, Tor instance,
are lmmediately given hospital work.

In Theresienstadt all the customary profes-—
sions to be found in a small town are represented.
For example: members of the municipal administra-
tion, police force, detectives, firemen, street
cleaners and public service workers. Young men are
preferably employed in agriculture, carpenters!
shops, or as cabinet-makers or mechanics. There
is a large corps of butchers and also of bakers.
mven servants are to be found, members of the "Juden=-
Hltestienrat" being allowszd to have one servant ,

Women are employed preferably in the sanitary
service, for housework, in the laundries, but also
in carpenters! shops and for agriculture andé garden-
ing, in which their efforts are much appreciated,
A large number of girls are employed in the children's
homes and kindergartens.

BCO=0KICS - BASKING,

The Theresienstadt bank is not an independent

firm. Placed under the control of the Elder's Council,
it is a community organization, which controls the
whole of the Ghetto economic system, It has the
right to issue money for circulation, such as the
136, 59, 10, 5 and 1 Theresienstadt Kironen notes,
wirich serve as exchange., Everyone's salary is paid
in that curzency. Practically speaking the security
lies in the value of work. Each inhabitant of
Theresienstadt is supplied with a vepositor!s book,
He can either save up money from his salary , or
convert Reichsmarks sent from outside into There-
sienstadt Lronen. An inhabitant of the Ghetto is
not allowed to own Reichsmarks. These must be cre-
dited to the account of the Ghetto and used. to pay
whatever goods have to be bought outside, such as
drugs, repairs, materials, etc, Should anybody
receive money from outside, he is nevertheless able
to keep it, and can ‘obtain the countervalues in The-
resienstadt money. :

The average daily amount put in circulation
by the bank is very larges about 100,000 Th.Kr.
The sum total of bills issued is 14 millons. The
manager of the bank explained to us that it had

been
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been necessary to devise all sorts of means to
get money back into the bank. At first the Th.
Kr. went through a period of dangerous inflation,
but at present their sbtability is very satisfac-
tory.

Considering the collectivist trend of the
whole Ghetto life, many things are free of charge.
Salaries are therefore adequate, though very low,
varying between 65 and 300 Th.Xr. per onth. Hvery-—
one gets a minimun salary, for instance the old
people. Certain categories, such as cripples or
wounded, enjoy special compensation. War cripules
(14-18) who werc pensioned, are also granted a
special allowance. The "JudenZlteste" emphasized
this fact, probably with a view to pointing out
that even such veterans had not escaped teing sent
to the Chetto,

CuLLBCTIV.: ZARCLIS .

In reply to questions 2 and 3 of memorandum
3661 of the ICRC datved 1.6.44, we can state that
the X¥lder's Council are actively looking into those
relief questions and that EPPSTEIN's signature is
sufficient guarantee of an equitable and intelligent
distribution of any collective or individnal shipment
of parcels., ’

L
£

While visitiag the large Post office building,

we personally saw a great many parcels being distri-
buted. There were largs quantities of sardines from
Zortugal. We called the Judendlteste’s special notice
to the nupbers of parcels for which receipts have
never yet been returned to Gensva., He promised to

send us particulars as soon. as possible, after look-
ing into the matter. )

It is important to note that for any collective

consignment of parcels customs! duties should, if

possible, be prepaid. This makes their delivery in
Theresienstadt considerably easier,

It is impossible to sémd packages “to camps
in Silesia via Theresienstadt. Contrary to belief
this has never been ané probably will not be done.
(See enclosures under number 14: o sample card
acknowledging receipt of a parcel., For sardines
coming from ~ortugal, if parcels bore no sender's
address, receipts were sent to the manufacturer),

See




3ee enclosure Ho. 173 a block of thercsien-—
stadt stamps. these stamps are not used to pay
postage on parcels leaving Theresienstadt, but
rather serve as coupons rationing the number of
parcels inhabitants of the Ghetto may receive
from outside.Bveryone is allotted one stamp per
month which entitles bearer to receive a 20 kilos
package. It is mors or less similar to the parcel-
label.(Such blocks of stamps are at present valued
at several hundred Reichsmark by stamp-collectors
in Germany ).

Properly speaking no one article is particular—
1ly lacking in the Theresienstadt Ghetto. However the
following items will always be most welcome:

shoes,

infants' foods, foods coataining
milk or vitamins,

sport articies of any kind,
Portuguese sardines, as sent in past.

See also, under neading "Medical Care", drugs in
demand .

FOST QFriCh.

We visited the FPost office building, which
was a very busy place, Bach parcel must be signed
for on delivery, and their distribution is well
controlled., The head of the Post office told us
that there is no limit to the number of cards and
letters. We know, however, that postal relations
with the outside world leave much to be desired,
and the Danish delegates also stated that postal
comections with Theresienstadt were very poor.
The head of the Post office was unable to offer
any plausible explanation of such a state of af-~
fairs. It would perhaps be advisable to inguire
from the German Red Cross, who is in charge of
our mail for Theresienstadt, what chamnels are
used and the cause of delays. :

Any inquiry as to an address may be sent to
the "JudenHlteste"; he informs us that he is al-
~lowed to give the information, should the people

inquired
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inquired about be in the Ghetto. We éelivered
to him personally the list of names given to us
by the ICRGC, and according to Mr. EBppstein's
statement, a reply should be received in the
near future.

WATER — SANITARY PLUNMBING.

- Water reaches the city and is drained from
it under conditions satisfying the needs of a
middle-sized town. The water is chlorinated. The
sewerage system is normal, and disinfectants are
used in sufficient quantity.

The wash-stands and showers are well in-
11ed and there are enough of them. They are
e

st
specially satisfactory in the children's homes.

a
€sp
Baths: There is a large public bathing establishment,
With showers and a warm water swimming bath, also
chlorinated. iloreover, each district has its own
public bath and private houses often have bathrooms.
Tn Theresienstadt, bathing is compulsory and strictly
controlled. In this respect as in the case of the
disinfection of houses every three months, such
steps are in no way superfluous, but dictated by mere
prudence, considering the state of over—population
of the town.

MEDICAL CARE.

There are 500 physicians, 400 -of whom practise
(several are well-known professors), in Theresien—
stadt. / :

Prevailing sanitary conditions are satisfactory.
Rach inhabitant must pass an. extremely strict examina-
tion, everyone having his individual card in the central
medical file. At present there .are no epidemics in
Theresienstadt. In the infectious diseases ward there
were the following cases:

4 convalescing typhus cases,
2 meningitls cases,
1 case of scarlet fever,
1 case of -diphteria, i
% encephalites of affather light type,
with cardio—vascular trouble,.general-—
ly easily cured.

No
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No veneral disease, no gonorrhea.
As far as lues is concerned, a few
cases of tertiary lues.

Hospitals:

30 infirmaries,
40 medico—surgical clinics adegustely
equipped,
8 dental stations, plus 1 central la-
o boratory, .
X A 1 hospital (2,150 beds, 1,170 patients),
1 home Tfor the aged (280 beds, all full);
the oldest inmate is 94, 15 doctors look
after this home.

Surgical instrumentst

The sunply of medico-surgical instruments
and equipment is satisfactory from every stand-
point. Certainly there are few populations whuse
health is as carefully 1lsoKed after as in The-.
resienstadt. Doctors have frequently come to the
ghetto bringing their personal surgical equipment
which explains the very 1arge range of instru-
ments available. -

Drugs:

(See enclosure No. 153 photocopy of a letter 7 !
sent from Theresienstadt on November 30, 1943.)
The Mixed Commission of the TICRC sent us tiis -
photocopy and was astonished at the affirmation
thzt the supply of medecines was more than ade-
quate. We showed this photocopy to the "Juden-
Hlteste!, who was kind enough to sign it for
the second time, underlining the/ fact that the
quantity of drugs bought outside Theresienstadt,
in the Protectorate, is sufficient. We had dif-
ficulty in believing him but were able to see
for ourselves-that this; in fact, was thes case.
Theresienstadt has a central pharmacy with several
branches. The stock is large and varied.. Several
pharmacists assured us that they could satisfy
practically all of the dootors'! requests. Drugs
cancot be bought privately; they are supplied
free against medical prescription. Everybody secms
to find this method satisfactory.

Memorandum 3659, dated 1.6.44 Pharmaceubical
Division is therefore answered by this abundance

of

|
|
i
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of drugs. Unbelievable as it may be, we could
but ascertain with pleasure this happy state
of plenty.

Briefly »ut, the 400U physicians practising
in the Ghetto sre able to fol:iow each case
closely. All sick people are examined by several
specialists, and consultations helé beiwesn
aocctors allow eacn symptom to be discussed,

The utmost scientifical care is gpplied as
wel. as laboratory work, microscopiczl vrepa-—
raticns, sclientific drawings, etc. .

HURSHIP, STULIES, RuCRATION,

Worship is practised regularly and freely.

The library contains 160,000 volumes, part.
of which forming a lending library, another part
remaining at the library where readers have a
pleasant reading room at their disposal.

Studies are rather limited. It is more a
question of the Jewish popvulation getting used
to msnual work, which is nov alwhys easy. Every-—
one maintains a lively interest in his former
specialty,and studies tc keep it up. Medical
students cannot prepare for degree in spite of
the presence of extlremely competent teachers, -
The "Juden#ltestenrat® has not felt that con-
ditions conducive to a normal .course of studles
existed.

¥usic: There are several orchestras in the Ghetto.
The "Stadtkapelle plays in the aftelnoons, at

5 o'clock, in the public square (See picture No.
2). Several groups have also been formed for
chamber music., We heard a rehearsal of Verdi's
Requiem. (See picture Ho. 20). :

Theaﬁzg- At present two plays by Jhakespeare and
TSpiel im Schloss" ars being given. The theatre is
a very large one, the stage being weli equlppea

and the scenery suf¢101ent1y varied.,

Operas: "Carmen', "Tosca", the "Zauberfl&te" and a
children's opera, sung in Czech by children from
the Protectorate, and composed by an actor at

" present

il
t
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present in the CGhetto, were being given.

Sportss Footbball is extensively played, teems
being recruited in two wayss accordin; to oc—
cupations - for instance, the cooks play against -
the bakers - or according to the players'! origin;
for example Berlin against a Prague - Vienna team.
(See picture of the last metch, No, 18). The favo-
rite sport of the Czecn Jews is volley-ball,

FAMILY ZBLATICONSEIPS IH THERESIZNSTALT,

Owing to the overpopulation, family life is
unfortunately ¢ifficult in Theresienstadt. A

#great many people living in community barracis

are thus separated. Of course, they are at 1li-
verty to spend the day together from the morning
on, ané as these people usually belong to the oldex
generaticn, there is no complaint. Youngexry couples
are supplied with smsll lodgings, either in the
barracks or in the part of town where the civilian
population formerly lived. Often two or three
couples must share a single apartment. -

No legal acts taking place in the -Ghetto
are recogniged by German law. This puts couples
maxried in the Ghetto in a delicate position.

If two young people wish it or if, to regularize

an existing relationship the "Juden#lteste" demands !
it, a muzrriage takes place. The "Juden#ltestenrat!

has freedom to authorize abortions and the 335 police

tolerates it. On the mere request on the woman's

" part, abortion may be performed by a competent

gynaecologist. On the other hand, contraceptivés
are easily obtainable. Any woman wio desires to
keep her child is naturally entitleds to do-so.
Hurseries, children'!s homes, kindergarten :and -
children's hospitzls are very wcll organized.
The children's food is preparedé in a special
kitchen, Instruction is also. very good and con-
fined to classes of not more than 4 to 5 pupils,
according to the most modern pedagogical prin-
ciples. (See pictures 7 to 13, particularly photo
No. 8, showing a comfortable children's room),

We just mentioned that official acts taking
place in the Ghetto are not recognized as such
by German law courts., There is one exceptions
death's certvificates. A German law court can,.

“on
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on production of a death's certificate issued
in Theresienstadt, take a decision in a lawsuit
between heirs.

Police — Iawcourts.

We have already explained that the 83 police
only numbers 12 men, it is principally the Jewish
police which maintain order and control crime.

Thé various Theresiehstadt law courts are
independent of the "Judenilteste's" jurisdiction.

We attended, for a brief moment, the delibera-
tions of the court in a case of theft. The sitting,
“with judge, prosecutor, defence; witnesses was in
no way different from a similar sitting in a normal
city. -
Tunishments inflicted by the Jewish tribunals
run from a few days! arrest to 6 months' imprison—
ment. -

1,200 cases in all have so far been judged,
all for larceny (food, indispensable instruments).
No immorality, nor serious crimes.

CORCLUSION.

If our report leaves any point in doubt, we
are sorry, obut we have classified and condensed
all the various information obtainable, the simplest
things being in many cases the most difficult to
investigate. The photographs were taken in 'spite
of 3S disapproval.

We must say that we were astonished to find -
out that the Ghetto was a community leading an
almost normal existence, as we were prepared for
the worst. We told the SS police officers whe es-—
‘corted us that what astonished us most was, that
it should have been so difficult for us to obtain
permission to visit Theresienstadt.

This Jewish town is really surprising. Coming
from different places, speaking different tongues,

accustomed i
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accustomed to different conditicns, possessing
vastly differeant sums of money, these Jews hagd
to create a whole, draw inspiratioa from the -
feeling of their unity. It has not always been
easy. The Theresienstadt Ghetto is a commmistic
society, at the head of which sits a "Stalinist"
of high personal value: WPESTHEIN.

The Jews who are there belong, according
to their "Judenilteste™, to two types:

1. The passive, vegetative kind. Those
who live in the past and who do
nothing but hope for the end of this
war. They are naturally to be found
chiefly among the older people.

2. The active, young ones, who are cocnscious

of their Jewish unity, open to.the esprit

de corps and who get to work courageously,
without looking back too much and without
too many illusions about the immediste
future .,

Our report will change nobody's opinion. Each
one remains free to condemn the Reich's attitude
towards the solution of the Jewish problem. If,
however, this report should contribute in some
small measure to dispelling the mystery surround-

ing the Theresienstadt Ghetto, we shall be satis-
fied. o '

Dr. M. Rossel,
Delegate of the I.C.R.C.

(Enclosures: See photographic documents A Vel“*A

~and others, numbered from 1 — °
to 38 and stitched together pler
in two beoklets). -
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FEB3 1945

Dear Mr. Poter:

T wieh to acknowledge with thanke your letter of

Jamary 18, 1945, '(S/I./o) enelbning'a oopy of a letter from

your Genevae headquarters conserning the Jewish people in
Creatia, o '

, E Very truly yours,
(518n0a) ¥1o7w1ss Hote1

Plorénice Hodel
. Aasistant ‘Exeoutive Director

Mr. Marc Peter, . .
Delegate to the Intermational
_ Committee of the Red Cross, -
1645 Connecticut Aveme,

_ Washington 9, D. C.

o ;@&A : ,W{'RBHutchisqmihp 1/30/45

T




de la Croix Rouge & Genéve, Suisse
Délégation aux Etats-Unis

d’Amérique

Mr. J,W. Pehle
Executive Dire
Ixecutive Offi

War Refugee Board,

WASHINGTON 25,

Dear ¥r. Pehle

request of our
No. 1409 dated
in Cfodti a,

is of a confidential nature,

your convenience.

SgC,

/ T %
Internationtal Committee of - the Red Cross
+ in Geneva, Switzerland
Delegation to the United States
of America

1645 Connecticut dve. N, w. -
- Washington 9, D. C. g : 7 !

January lath’ 1945, In replying, refer to (8/4/0 ........ )

L
ctor,
¢e of the President,

D.c.

>

We are enclosing herewith, at the
Geneva Headquarters, copy of their letter
December 8th, 1944, concerning Hebrews ,
You will please note that this doBument

“Kindly acknowledge 1ts receipt at

' Sincerely yourée,

Wl | |
MARC PETER, '
Delegate,




CoNe W

copy%%égpr the ‘War Refugee Board,

G BéPe 8 décembre 1944
G 59/2/151 ,
ER/!

Note No,1409
Note pour 1s Déléeation du C.I1.C.H,. & WASHINGTON

Concerne : gituati 61 Croat]

Nous portons & votre connaigsance quelques infor-
mations qui vlennent de noug parvenir de notre délégué
a_%%greb et qui concernent la Communanté Juive de cétie
ville,

Le 15 octobre 1944 la po.ice Oroate s'est rendue.
au sidge de la Communauté Julve de Zegreb et a arrété
tous_les_membres de cette organisation qui se trouvaient
gsur leg lieux_et au nombre desquels figuraient les deux
directeurs : Dr. Gliickstahl et MWr. 0. Kisicky,

. La raison invo%uée par les Autorités pour justis
fier cette mesure étaif que deux membres de la Communauté
Juive poggédaient de faux—pagiers d'identité. Il s'agis
sait en 1'ocourence de deux nommes faisant partie d'un
conyol de 50 personnes Israélites transférées de la =
région cOtidre a Za§reb. Les_deux Israélites en question
avaient réussi 3 g! chagper lors de leur .arriyvée a
Zagreb et avalent cherché réfuge auprds de la Commynauté
Juive, Cette dernidre leg a hébergés, leur & donné des
vétenents et‘ gsur leur désir, les a_employés pour-les

- besoins de 1'oguvre de secours anx Isradlites (confection

- de colis, etc.).: :

Dés . que la nouvelle de l'arregtation a été connue,
le d61égué du C,I.C.R, & Zagreb a été sollicité par les
familles des intéreggés d!intervenir auprds des Auborités
pour obtenly leur libération, L

. Bu 16 au 25 _octobre le délégué du Couité interna-
tional de la Croix~Rouge s'est rendd non moihg de cing.
fois au Ministdre de 1lVIntérieur pour demander la :
1libération, si possible de tous les membres de la Communauté

V ./.
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Juive,

ou du moins celle de ses deux directeurs,

Les offorts de notre délégud ont 6t finalement
couronnés de g %'

4Ceds par la libéra 1on le 26 octobre 1944
urs de la Communauté Juive, En oo qui
tres détenus, démarches se

fauz~-papiers, alléguant qu'ils
passible d'une peine d'emprisonnement ,

La Communapté Juive g actuellement repris son
activité, comme par le agsé,

4 engager un grand
8 nouveaux ¢ol urs , _essen?%el est; -
is, que les internds Juifg ulssent a nouvean 8tre
secouyESApar une organisation autorisée & leur apporter-
une aide,

.. Nous vous prigns_de'considérer comne confidentielles
les informations sus-indiquées, qui ne sont pasg déstindes
a-la presse, .
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DEC 12 1{{44

" Dear Mr. Leavitt:

In connection with the §$100,000 which your Committee sent
labt winter to the International Red Croas for specisl relief work
in oocupied Burope, I am pleased to advise you that our Representa=-
tive in Bern has sent the following report concerning this program.

The American Jewish Joint Distributlon Committee $100,000
payment to the International Hed Cross was spent exoclusively for
Jewlgh relief as follows:

100,000 Swiss francs (out of a total of 429,000) were sent
to Rummia through the International Red Cross delegate in
Bucharast for the purchase of food, clothing and for finan-
ciel relief to Jewish refugees, espeoially deportses return-
ing from Transnistriag

100,000-Swiss francs were pald to the pharmaceutical division
of the International Red Cross Joint Relief Commission to
finance the shipment of medical supplies to Bsrgenbelsen,

. Jewish commnity at Zagreb (including camps.in Croatia),
Therdtfenstadt, Birkenauw in Upper Siledin and "uedisch
Untestutzungsstelle” in Cracow; -

Balance of 229,000 frencs was spem. by the Joim. Rollef
Commisaion for food shipments (both collective and parcele)
to Cracow (May, June and July), Theresienstadt (two ehip=-
ments in July), Budapest (cordensed milk for children in Juns),
Birkenau (Septamberg and Bergenbelsen (November)

Very truly yours,:
oaslc : . )
gsiened) g, 0. Pe® 7 | §

J. V. Pehle
Executive Direstor

¥, M, A. leavitt,
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Commlttee,
270 Madison Avenus,

New Iork, N. Y.

W s Gl ot WL, =

AN 12/12/44
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DEPARTMENT 4 INncoMING W~ DIVISION OF
) - X - COMMUNICATIONS
] - STATE , TELEGRAM \ AND REGCORDS
K\w LAK-918 Burn
e © This tilegream nust be
N - o paraphrased before being Drtcd Dccembur 9, 1944
cormauniceted to cnyonc :
other then o Govormrwent Reetd 10234 p.in.
lpeney. (PSRt o

FEARINEN OF SYAlt
DHVISION %

[Zo 111444

<

Scerctary of Steote,

Weshington. .
CUMMUNIGATIUS

) REGORDS
80?4, Do zember 9, © a.jwy-»wéﬁﬁj'*“““”m"“

FOR YRB FROI! 1icCLILLS ND.
Depertment's 5927, November 18, 'WRB'S

280.
X

Srlveged CRISTIN/. pgoods wcré ncde up into
25600 parcels distributed to nhnssimilﬁtod persons
in following concentration compss .

Buchenwald, 7694 parcels; Sachsenhousons
Oranienburg, 7273; Dachou 3799 Ravengfuockr 7 ‘
(women's camp), 2688;VHamburg-Neuengamme, 12773 7 - # z
Hatzweiler, 1100; Yieimcr-Schlicssfach, 6853 7 . oo
‘Heuthausen, 520;7Bergcn—Bolscn,578; Feldpost
07702 (indicrtion for comp éontniningrhumbor ) . ;

prominent  French politicel deportees_whose : o . o !

location Germens rcfusc to rcveal) 2086,

E A certain limited number of,chish in- WJ}

: ternces (it,ié‘unfortunately not possiblo gin

exaect - - :V_
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~2~ 8044, Decumber 9, 9 a.m. from Rern

cxnct FPigure) arc proscnt in camps of Rrvons-

- ' brucck (Hungrrion vonon) Meutheusen ond Buchoﬁ—
weld.  Bergen-Bolson is cxclusively Jewish.
I should 1like to point out thet distribu-
tion of CRISTINA gocds in ngrecment with ICRC
w}s prriticulrrly Jeaigned to bring rolicf to:
the very lov e number of non-Jewish (repoat non)
politicel dotrincos in tre vest Germen concon-

trotion crmp syst

Such non-Jews nrc trcoted

precetically as brutally os the' Jows and ud to the

present oxevedingly little hes becen done to help
thom. Reclief shipments to Juwish deportces in
thé course of the past yerr on fhe other hend have -
been considercble. ”Thc gDC )lO0,000 contribution
to the ICRC, for cxamplc;-wns spent cxeclusively B ks
for Jewish relicf os Tollows: 100,000 Swiss
francs {out of totcl of 429,000) went to Sumcnia

- thrbugh ICRC dclcg:torin Buchercst for purchosc

7 food, clothing anc¢ for financial reélief to Jowish
rcfugées, cspucially resurning Trensnistrion de-
portces; 100,000 Froncs to pharmeccuticsl. division

of TCRC Joint Rclief Commission uscd to ship medicol

supplics
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supplics to Burgen-Belsen Jowish qommunity ot
cgreb (including comps in Croatir) Thercsion-
stadt camp of Birkenou in Upper Silesin ond
#ducdisch Untostutzungsstelle™ in Cracow; goncwal
government brlence of 222,000 frrancs wrs clso spent
¥ Joint Commission for food (both colleetive and
in parccls) shipmonis to Cracow (finy, Junc cnd
July) Theresienssodt (two shipments in July)
Cudnpost (éondcnsod 1111k for children in Junc)
Birkcenou (Scptembor) ond Bbrgén-gelsqn (Novcmb:r)./
Consonant with TICRC1S cxprusscd end logieol
wish thet relief shipments hendled by Comuittec
ror unassimiletoed persons in Germen controlled
arcas be on an impaorticl bgeis and nofrlimiuod to
any nationsl, religious or rreial groups, I acvee
with them that CRISTIN. goods and first 10% of
15025 WRB pafccls should go primerily to non-
Jows. :Our dé@ision regording the'15025 LIRB por-
ccls which are bouing scnt to Dachau, Buchcnwcold,
Scehsenhausen-~Orenicnburg, HamburgJNeuengammo,
Houthousen, Feldpost 07702 and Bergen-Belson was
alsp influenccd byrshipmcnf'iﬁ p}ocgss of.40,000

Tiorld
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ZJorld Jewish Conpress parcels coxelusively to
unassimilated Jews principally in Bergon-Bolscn
and Thorcsienstadt.

Futurc distribution of 224,328 WRB porcels,
the news of whosc shipment in Departmentts 4001,
Hovecmber 25 YIRB'S 201, was most wclcome, scheduled
to rrrive in Gothenburg this month will be corricd

N .
out rs cquitnblyAas possible to Jows ond non~Jcus
on bosis of degrec of nced prcvious relici ro-
ccived =nd possibility for ICRC to cxorcisc sat-
isfeetory control over rcceipt.

List of cemps included in-your 35927 has béen
submittod to ICRC. Precliminery discussions of
this list 'with thom (in this rispoct sue Logo-
tion's 5971, Scptomber 9) reverls that ﬁost of
these places arc not. (repest not) cemps propoerly
specking; arc locoted btoo near castern fighting
front to bc cccessiblec to ICRC and offcr very
little possibility of adequate control of ro-
ccipt. ICRC stotes in this rospuct'that; if

FEA end MEW wish to weive distribution control

hithoerto requircd of Committec, aftﬁmpts,could

be made
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be made to send parccls to o lerger number of

comps conteining Jowish duportcees.

I will scnd you shortly e separntc messago
rogarding evidunee submitted to me by ICRC that
food parccls distributcd up vo mew eesisfontorily

reoch intendod boneficiorics. .

HUDDLE
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PARARHAADY OF TILECRAN TRGTIVED
PROME Ameriean lLegstion, Hern

ToY fporatrry of Stote, Washington

L Y N
AT geptember 15, 1944 N 2 & L H <5
, CONI
i1/t O R vy 4 )
ror R ¢ )4 Y i OF T wm REFUGEE RoARD
OHLXY,
HeClelland sends the following for the Yar Felugee "oa:
Refwrense Lo pade herewith %o Depretmantts cable of Tepbtone-
bur 8, no. X074,

v
“he ques:ion uf the Reelenobedt hae beon dlezéusged by me vith

1650 and qspenially the sueetion 5f thelr '&eiégxzzog vislt to this

ghe;;tﬂ in the moeath of Juns, 1044,

In the main 3% i qulte ti'x;e thet the Resiontsdt cen be
termed 8 “privilaged n*{n‘v—* in ﬂw% théh&jev&ty' ééf' the iaternees
therg are Jews who cevved with 61 M»i*xmmn in the Seragn a1t 5y
cur}.ng the Laat wap (and tzne&r f&millﬁf‘} op who pameas pﬁrwml
connean ne with mnumtial ﬁ&mm oirelon such thet the !%azia
ware reluctant to oxtammate t‘hgm. The: Rass e:mﬁm\t hae eoaatant-
1y aerved as & tronslt aump for athgr 1@35 ‘!prlvzlssaeﬁﬂ Jawa:
in addition o the mors or lens. ;atpbla pamax&ant gewlaaim ar
‘pbous 38,000 couls, IS hse nalnky been Jéve of tho forner onte-
gory véi‘m have t{mm Qanavtsd téqrgx wialn
zs;rkeran. {ese Logationts eanzqw' j ;ﬁu‘gyps, ‘no. Véa@ezs).

o Igag hes exp:-smly ?érzazg;’ % g‘mgs é’ﬁmg aﬁy gzu&liezty
whsﬁaagv&r t& ﬁhs June v AN nb ' s of zn éehgaﬁe

tfe?n cemor of Ausohvitre

ét:l Dept ‘Letter, 1- _7 ﬁﬁg :

:;‘ Parks DateL 51972




aeﬁ}mgnﬁlni s furnich seterisl graftultously rop Géraan PYODA=
pondn -upropes {ees “epsiionte ¢ ble of Julyral. no. 4907) reing
swersw $that tne dermens rarsltted I0AC o wisit the Reslenstadt
cwlte sogelsly la She hope that ahy reort from IoRG aould be
wewd {5 whlvewarh tusdy treelpent of Juwe in general, it 18 fakt
By 10AC ting vince Geresn nuthoriiles have hever alloved thew to
wigit sny off tha othsr and fap wares Jewlah aampe {vwith the 8Xe
cention Y a alagly very iisited viait o Dranny) rélenakﬁg'thilr
toprscslons of the fesiens adt would be agaaeﬂkn@li’qn@aiﬁed.

1t Ls steied by ICAC thal 1% graruis no autivithen with
pexge s to Jexiah saacs st the Realonstasdt or elesvihare which
could ve Lrtepreted ny *profenidve’ and hees sbaplutely no culliore
=ity %or nanile mattersoush ae the distrituil-n oF dogumsnts and
the like wihdel sre only vithia the comﬁatmucﬂ’af n vrptewtinﬁ
power, However, IGRé dowr 0ot Lrend ln the leégh'%é ralex 1te
afforts %o asntinue the Tlow of vslled goody ioltﬁé-ﬁaﬁiéﬁﬁﬁnﬂt
or tv cther camps con!éining Jowieh &ey@ﬁtééévﬁﬁrpﬁgh whatevey
channals mre svsiloble B0 Lt or which might bo-opened up.
{9RG eharge and nee ot loot elrht of the “ar Refugea’ﬂoaéﬁ'a

songern fop sueh Jews) precarious sltustion,

HARRI B8¥
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"CORREGTION- ON -
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM: American Legation, Bern
A T0: Seéretary of State, Washington

" DATED: September 18, 1944 ST T TRty
NUMBER: - 6106 . @ %gﬁ é: iﬁ}%
Message No. 6106 dated September 15, was erroneously

marked 6107. Please change serial number from 6107 to

6106.
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Seoretary of State, Washington
1TQ: Amégiéan Legation, Bern
DATED: September 8, 1944

NUMBER : 3074 BUNTRUL BBPY
S b
| 4CABLE TO MOCLELLAND
. Unofficial reports reaching WRB inﬁioate that Iﬂ%erordss believes
Theresienstadt a privileged cemp and does not consider necessary
~any action calculated to bring its inmates within scope of Inter- .
cross asctivity. ) .

Please advise Interoross that BDoerd has received repested
reports of recent deportations from Theresienstadt to extermination
ocamps which, if true, indicate that its lnmates enjoy no security,

In addition, well-known tendencies in certain ofriqiai c¢ireles in
Germany to exterminate maximum number of Jewefbefoierand'of war
make likely sudden deterioration of-pqsitidnZin{TQGrSBienstadt and
elsewhere'unless‘adequate preoautions'af§~take#'£§£imés. Board is
therefore unable to share moral responaigiiity for possible loss

of human lives involved in en express or facit approval of re-
ported Intercross positlon. Board in convinced ﬁha; Interoross too
would not 1like to béar such responsibility. R

Accordingly, Board earnestly hdpesrthathntefpposa'will extend
its protective activities to Thereéiéhstgdt 1nma§§a'inoludihg.d1§-
~trivution or,zg;eétine oéf%ﬂﬁid&tebi&nquthar doounents entiﬁling,

: : them

L ’{.
i D
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By R. H. Parks Date §EDS 5 1377
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them to partial assimilation with civilian internees, eligibility
for exohange and generai'intereroés superﬁision. 7

In general, please submit to Intercross the Board's view that
in dealing with Jews in German-controlled territory in the coming
q;itioal weeks, 1t is not @nough{to attempt to correct unsatis-
factory sltuations already in existence. -In the light of present
circumstances it is urgent that all meésu:es be taken to bhe pre-
pared to deal with sudden deterioration, The:éfore; Interoross
s eérnestly urged to take preventive as well as corrective
actlon, however much this may go beyond the traditional pattern

of Interoross activities, If this line of aotion is uhpreoedented5

s0 1s the situation; //

If possible, discuss the foregoing polnts with Huber personally.
THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 159,




GABLE %0 MINISTHR HARRISON AND MOOLELIAND, BERN, SWITZERLAND

K- : Unoffiolal reports reaching WEB indicabe that Intercross believes
Theresienstadt a privileged camp and does not (rapsat net) consider
necessary any action ceslculated to brtng 1t0 inmates within scope of
Interoross activity.

Pleade adviee Interoress that Board has received repesated reports of
recent deportations from TheresienStadt to extermination camps which, if
true, indicate that its inmates enjoy no seourity. . In addition, wellekrown
tendencies in certain offiolal circles in Germany to sxterminete maxfimum
number of Jews before end of wir maks likely sudden deterioration of pou-
tion in Theresienstadt and elsewhere unless gdequate precautions ars takem
betimes. Board 18 therafors unable to share moral responeibility for pos=--
3ible loss of human lives involved in an expresns or tacit approval of
reported Interowoss position. Board i8 convinced that Interoross too would
not like to bear such responu'bintya

Accordingly, Board earnestly hopos that Intercroes will extend its
protective activities to Theresienstadt inmates inoluding distribution of
Palentine certificates and other documents entitling them %o partial
assinmilation with civilian internees, eligibility for ‘exchenge and general i
Interoross supervision. '

In genersl, pleate sudbmit to Intereross tho Board's viow that in )
dealing with Jews in Gérman-controlled territory:in ‘the coming oritical
‘weeks, 1t is not enough to attempt to correct \muausfaceorr ‘Sltuations
already in existence. In the light of present” circumstances: 1t s urgent
that all measures Ve taken to be prepared to deal with sudden deteriorationm.

" Therefore, Intercross 1s earnestly urged to take preventive as woll as
corrastive action, howsver muoh this may go bayend the traditionsl pattera
of ‘Interoross activities, If this line of mction is unprecsdented, es 18
the situation.

; ° If possible, discuss the foregoing pointe with Huber personally.

THIS IS WRB OARLE TO BERN NO. 189

11:45 a.m.
September 4, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec!

Laughlin, Lesser, Memmoy. ¥) Abrahameon, cohn DuBois. Friedmen, Hodel,

Mccormaok. Cable Gontrol Piles.

—
K-S 5

. BAksini1SLesseriar 9/3/44
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STATE

7/
PBM~292 ..o« o i 37 Bern
This tslsgram must be o
paraphrased before b(-:lng Dated September 2, 1944
comrmunicated to anyong”
other than a Govermment ReEc?d 1:55 pem,

AGENCY .- (RESTRTETED)

Secretary of State,

e CONTROL ggpy

57g;,=85ptsnmgr 2,.5 pun.

FOR WRB FROM MCCIELfAND.

Department!s 2198, June 28.

ICRC just reportzd United States visit their
Zaé;Eb delegate Schmidlin madg between July 13 and
July 17, Accompanied by DirEctor GEnEral Police
Department and Under SEcrEtary.for Work Canps in
Ministry of Interior to camps of Jasen;;ac,

: Jéblanac, StaFa Gradiska and GrEdJ#/i Salas in
Croatia,. Conditions these camps on thE whole-
tolerable. though priﬁitivsg Health .of internees
in fair but working hours in shop and flEld ‘arc
long (7 to-12 and 14 to 19) for persons living on
monotonous and oftEn ihsufficiant diet consiéting
mainlj of corn meal and VEgEtables,. Camp house men

and women (strictly separated) both Christian and

Jewish




A 7 . .
=B #5764, September 2, 5 Pelie, from Bern

Jewish under strict "ustachi' guarde There is a

urgent and general need of clothing and shoes in

all of theEsg camps.

HARRISON
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LONDON
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 i TeLepHoNE: CIRCLE  6-1900

% GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM

MONTREAL

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

1121 St. Catherine St.. W

/ - —\‘\\Vﬂ_,.‘»"’ """ i

WORLD JEWISH CONGRES

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

CanLES: ConGress, NEw YorRk

Angust 29, 1944 -
In reply refer
to No. 227

Hon. Jokn W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Vand Leumi P. 0. B. 471

Dear Kr. Pehle:

=
I received & lotter dated August 16 from Mr. Ernest Frischer, member

of the Czéchoslovak State Counoil, in which he express;d his serious
apprehensions concerning the fate in store for the Theresienstadt irmates.

- - —

To his letter was attached a cable he had received fram Dr. Fritz Ullmann
through the Ozechoslovek representative in Geneya. The ‘text of this
message follows: . ’

.~ e -
"I hpve again proposed to the Intermational Red Cross to send
Palestine certificates to Terezin or- else to. take into consideration
the question of a general exchenge-action. :Schwarzenberg of the
International Red Cross is of the opinion that nothing should be
done to interfere with tho present state of affairs in Terezin, as
Terezin is believed to be a privileged cemp. I doubt that this is
go, and request you repeatedly to consider -the guestion of including
Terezin. collectively into an exchange=action.:: There is anxiebty
that one day Terezin will be defunct or used.as an object for
reprisals or that the inmates wfll be deported. ~& joint interventlon
by the Allied Governments at the Governments of neutral states and
the Vatioan might perhaps put forth for consideration the question
of & collective exchange of -Terezin. You will probably receive
. ‘shortly & report on Terezin which was made by & representative of
‘the International Red Cross-who recently. has visited Terezin for the
first time. This report which is being kept:seoret by the International
" Red Cross here seams.to give & far too favourable view of the situation
there and mist be. considered with due caution.®

. —

Dr. Fritz Ullmann is & well known Jewish- soocial worker from (zechoslovekisa,
who has spent récent years in Geneva, devoting his untiring efforts to

the Welfare of the Jews from the Protectorete. -His opinion deserves
geriocus consideration. S LA S :

Sinéefely yours,
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Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Doctor Schwartz (JDC No,
50) has been received through the Americen Embassy in Lisbon under date
of August 8, 1944:

"Wish advise Gilbert Simond Internaticnal Red Cross has
arranged for additional car containing four tons each of figs,
raisins and hagelnuts and three tons of soap which most urgently
needed to be sent to Theresienstadt. This was done with balancs
of original $100,000 which we sent Simond, Concerning your
latest remittance $100000 plan to use this for purchase of Shoes
when and as license available. With the liquidation of theccon-
centration in Transnistria food purchases for Rumaniia no longer
. necessary oince suffiolent supply available locaily for logal f
currency and transshipment through Rumania to ‘Thoregienstadt and
other places becoming most complicated and di fficult. §

- "You will be interested to know that Eri Jabotingky alleges
. that-he has received funds directly from Mirelman Buencs--AMdres
although -thus far War Refuges Board has not approved any project

in which Jabotingky interested and he in fact doing no rescue
work, " ’ / :

s

Very truly yours,

{B%mmsa) 7. %, Polig

J. W. Pehle
Executive Diractox

Mr. M, A, Léavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distributy Con
270 Madigon Avenue, on Comnittee,

New York, New York,

a,&./

N Flodel; jth 8/11/44

2
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FOR LEAVITT FROM SCHWARTZ YIRB 147 JDC 50,
*/ish advise Gilbert Simond Internctional Red Cross has
arranged fér additional car containing four tons Each of
{'figs, raisins and hazelnuts ond three tons of soap which
most urgently needed to be saﬁt,tp ThE;EsiEnstadt.
This was done w&th balance of originallﬁldSZOQO”
" which wE sent Simond, Concsrningryogr iafcst rEmittancé
100000 plan to use this_for purchd%erafrshoﬁs when
and ds license available, Witﬁ the liguidation of
the concentration in Transnistria food purchases for
Rumania no longEr.necessary since sufficicnt supply -
available locally for local currency and trahsshipmsnt
through Rumania to Théresienstadt and other places
bEcoxﬁing most complicated and aifficult, '
You will be interested to knowrthqf Eri Jab;;;nsky
B \
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-2« %2451, eighth, from Lisbon -

alleges that he has received funds directly from
Mirelman Buenos Alres although thus far Jar Refugee
Board has not approved any project in-which Jebotinsky

intergested and he in fact doing no rescue work,

NORUEB
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AGS 144

Dear Dr. Kubowltgki:
* The following confidentisl message for you from

Mr. Frnest Frischer of the Cgsaechosglovak State Council was re-
colved through the American Embassy, London, under date of August 1,
1944: ' : ’

"We greatly appreciate your report. It is now possible
for me to obtain further means for Czechoslovak rellef
_getion from (1) procseds of funds donated by Cmechoslovak:
citigens and (R) the Government of Csechoslovaklia. Fur-
thermore, the Central Council of Jewish Refugees in
Loridon has promised to allocate -to the action 9,000
pounds for the purpose of buying food parcels and trans-
porting them to Terssin and elsewhere from Lisbon. Con-
sequantly it will be possible for us to continue activi-
ties on the same scale as before, Kindly give JDC my
cordial thanks for its understanding and invaluable
agsistance. The action of the gentlemen in New York in
this matter is also greatly appreclated by me."

Very .truly ‘yours, '

- {Biguned} 7 ,S,j!‘aklo

J, W. Pehle
Exacutive Director

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitwki,
World Jewish Congress,
1834 Broadway,

New York, New York.

m_zlab 8/4/44 ?ﬁd vl
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

7
FROM: AMEMBASSY, .London

/

, ¢\

703 Seoretary of State, Washington Mﬁ/&k
DATED:

Auguet 1, 1944, 2 p.m.

e pONTROL COPY

De11Vﬁry of the following message to Dr, Kubowitzky

of World Jewlsh Congress, New York, is requected by ) )
Mr. Ernest Frischer ofVCzeohoelovak State Council. This
message le in reply to message from Kubowitzky frans- )
mitted by WRB in Department’'s telegram of July 21, no. 5764.
We greatly appreciate your report, It?ie now poselble
for me to obtaln further means for Gzeéﬁdsiovak reller ,
action from (1) proceeds of funds donated by Czechoslovak
cltizens and (2) the Government of Czeéﬁoslovakia° Fup.
théx"*zﬁorey the Ce;;;nl Council of'Jewiéh Refugees in London
hes promiced ‘$0 allocats to the action 9,000 pounds for -
the purpose of buying food parcels and transporting them
to Terezin and elsewhere from Liqbono Conseduently it

Wik ] )
wesih® be possible for us to continue activities on the

. 7~
-8ame scale as before. Xindly give JDC my cordial thanks

for its undersyandlng and - invalusble assistaﬁcé. The

aotlon of the gentlemen in New York in thip matter is also.
DECLASSIFIED
greatly sppreciated by me, Btste Dept. Letter, 1:11-72 .
¢ ! - By R H. Parks Date___EE 15 1972
. WINAk







, S
ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

- FROM: Secretary of State, Washington cnﬁi Rﬁl
TOs American Embagsy, London LQP y
DATED:  July 21, 1944
NUMBER$ 5724

Y ]

Please deliver the following message to Mr. Elmeat Frisoher,
100 Oakwood Court, London W.1l4, from Dr. Kubowitzki' of the World .~
Jewish Congress: '
"At the present time the Joint Distribution Committes
i1s sending 16 ,000 parcel& a month to internees in Therasien-
stadt along, and authorization has been glven to its office
in Lisbon to send pareels to the internees V:ln Birkenau,
In addition, the Czechoslovak representative in Lispgon, with
rwhon*the JbC clrears its addresses, has sent such parcels
to individuals who, the JDC believes, are mainly non—Jewish.
“"hother their. 6342 addresses in Theresienstadt are different
from the 8,000 addresses that ‘the JDC has, the JDC does not
know. It is.not clear from the letter whether the czechoslovak
. Relief Action would continue “to’ supply 3,000 pounds a month
: for thelr activity, and if, in addition thereto, 9&
pounds for a one-time trahsfer has been given: Obviously,

the JDG eannot opei'éte on a 1ic‘ensé?1'$sued by the British

R o Ireasury. The JDC's 11censes ‘are seoured from the United
' States Treasury, and Dr., Sohwartz is authorized to send
pareela to every person known to be 1n '.Eheresienstadt whese

address ‘

.- DECLASSIFIED -
state Dept Letter, 1-11.72

- By R H.VParks Datsms 1972




a.s . .
to him from any souree whatever,

-+ address is made available

The JDC is sending on %o 1th'Lisbor bffice the gist of yofir
R communication in o rﬁto_seq‘ye a report on 1t; The JDC -
noﬁes that Dr. Sehwartzphas b;én approached on this matter,
but due to the faet that he is in the Néar East he has not
cbmmunicated with the JDC concerning 1t;" 7




AT
f\\/ ? A’(!'l\

0ABLE 70 ANMABADOR W, m. raoim-m W '

Fisese deliver the ihlleuin: neusage %0 ., Erest Shinnhtug
lﬁﬂmaﬂﬂl‘h m‘-u» MW; m‘m“m
!hu!n Jewish Cangrese:

: mmmmmammmaumcmt 1'
mmu.mnma:mnwu m

July 19, 1944
12115 Pelle

celBec’y, Abrahamson. Gohn, Du.Bo:l.s. Priedma.n, Hndel. Laughlin, Iae'aer. Mann,
e 7 Btewart. Central Fnea, cable Oontrol rnea. . ] : .

FHsdb 7/19/44
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'WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
CONGR'ESVJ'UIF MONDIAL +« CGCONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

LONDON : - Cabres:- CoNcrgss, NEw YORK
55 New Cavendish St., W1 7 . TeiePHONE: ClIacte  6-1900

GENEVA July Uy, 1941
47 Quai Wilson In reply refer i
BUENOS AIRES to No. 153
Corrientes 1979 -
- : JERUSALEM Hons John W. Pehle
Voad Leumi P, 0. B. 471 War Refugee Board
Iressury Bullding
MONTREAL "
1121 St. Catherine St. W Weshingbon, D. C.

MEXICO CITY .

Sonora 17144 Dear Mr. Pehle:
You were kind enocugh to transmit to me on June 10 & message from
Hr. Ernest Frischer of the Czechoslovak State Council,

" May I ask you to have the following enswer forwarded to Mr. Frischer
through the facilities of the State Department:

"To: Mr. Ernest Frisoher, 100 Cekwood Court, London W.1li, England
From: Dr. A. Leon Xubowitzki, Yiorld Jewish . Congress, New York

At:the present time the Joint Distribution Committee is sending
16,000 parcels a month to internees in Theresienstadt alone, and
author:.zatlon has been given to its office in Lisbon to send
parcels to the. internses in Birkenau. In addition, the Qsechoslovak
representative in Lisbon, with whom the JD( clears its addresses;
has sent such parcels to individuals who, the JDC believes, are
-mainly non-Jewish. Whether their 63li2 addresses in Theresienstadt
are different fram the 8,000 addresses that tho JDC has, the JDC
does not know. It is not olear from the: lettey whether the Czecho-
slovak Relief Action would continue. to supply.3,000. poiinds, & month
for their aotivity, and if, in addition thereto, 9,000 pounds for &
one-time.transfor has been given. Obviously, the JDC cannot operate
--on a license issued by the British Treasury. = The JDC's ligcenses are
secured from the United States Treasury, and Dr. Schwartz is author-
ized to send parcels .to every person kriowm to be in Theresienstadt
whose address is made availeble to him. from any sroe whatever. The
JDC-ig sending on 6 its Lisbon office the ‘gist of your communication
in-order to- secure & report on. it. The JDC.notes.that Dre. Sohwartz
has been approached on this matter, but due to the fact that he is
in. the Near East he has not ocmmum.ca.ted with the JDC: oonqerm.ng; :.1;.

Th.a.nk:.ng you for obl:.g:.ng, I reana.m, )
,S:.ncerely yours 3

i
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The WRB ¢able 83 below la for Olseno :
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The Wkar Refugee anrd'rsquesta that you deli#ef the ) /*h’ :

e

1llowing message tO Mr, Hilel Storeh, Furusundegatan 10,

3
g

.ock.holmn
QUOTE Undaratand Amalle Posee, Rindalgathan 44,

LEWELUY L O

Lockhoim informed Theresienstadt situation and in
Please ‘check recent

besession Thereslenstadt liste.

=]

BWE. eongerning deportations from Theressienstadt for ’

Lr.v

9
3
w
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o
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1
e
o
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3
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o
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————a’.xtermination in Birkenau and send to us, through Yar
Refugee Boaprd full x-eports as well as lists oi‘
-Therealenetadt inmates. Norld Jewish Cangreas. Lean

Kubowitzki UNQUOTE,

* HULL .
(GLw)

HULL

:mzm‘w:m; S - NOE . e s S/CR
S As/ee IR DECLASSIFTED
o L . T o State Dept: Letter 11178

R H, 'Par] Dabe ,SEE 15 197 3




‘THIS IS WRB CABLE TO STOCKHOLM KO. §3 ,

- 10:00 a.m.
July 12, 1944

Miss Ghauncey (for the Sea’y) Abrahamson, .
Hodel, Iesser, Laughlin, Mann,

Files

@ gt

" The War Refugee Hoard re
megshge Yo Nr. Hilel gtorch, )

.QUOTE Understand Asalie Pomse, Rindnlgsthen oy
news ‘conecrning dep
extermination in Birkensu and se

Refugee Board full reports as we:
Theresienstadt innates.

ﬁAkzi‘xi:a.r T/L0/dcd, -

CABLE TO NINISTER JOHNSON AT STOCKHOLM AND OLSEN-

questa that you deliver the following

gt

JFurusundegatan 10, Stookholms -

Stockboln iuformed Theresienstedt situation
possesalon Theresienstadt 1ists. Fleass oheck recend
ortations from Theresienstadt for
nd o us bhrough War -
1l as lists of

and in -

VORLD JEWISH COWGRESS .
LEON KUBOWLTZXT  UNQUOTE.

'&éf

Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control -

Cohti, DuBois, Friedmén, |

e
'/Qvi\{‘;‘f




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - » CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
1834 BROADWAY
‘ , NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.
LONDON E 7 Cabirs: Concress, New Yorg
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 7 st - . TecePHONE:  CIRCLE 6 -1900
GENEVA )
37 Quai Wilson o July 6, 1944
BUENOS AIRES '

Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM
Vaad Lewmi P. 0. B, a1 111 T&ply refer

to: No. 140
MONTREAL

121 St Gatherino $t W g Tohn W. Pehle, Executive Director
MEXICO- CITY War Refugee Board
Sonora 1744 Treasury Building

Washington, D. €,

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I would be extremely ohliged to you for sending through the
facilities of the State Department the following message to
Mr, Hilel Storch, one of our repregentatives in Stockholm,

"To: Mr., Hilel Storeh, Furusundsgatan 10, Stockholm.  From:
Dr. Kubowitzki, World Jewish Congress, New York, N

Understand Amalie Posa‘lé, Rindalgathan 44, Stockholm inijo’rmed\'
Theresienatadt situation and. in possession. Theresienstadt .
lists: Pleasge oheck-recentrnew'a'rconeqrning deportatiozns

ugh War Refugee Bo
of Theresienstadt immgtes, ’

Thanking you in advance, I remain :

Sincerely yours

Leon Kubowitzki, Head

iescue Department
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Fobruary 24, 1944 -~ Internntional Red Cross received a lottor,
dated Febmary 5th, desoribing an interview between the International
Hod Cross representative in Bucharsst and the Prims Minister of
Rumania conocerning the Jewish emigration question,

March 30, 1944 - A epeocial representative of the Rumanian Governe
ment advised the International Red Cross thab Prime Minister Antonesou
had transmitted a note to the Gorman Embassy requesting the OGermsn
Governmoiit to agree to the Teri evacuntion projeot,

If Hirschmann heg not already seen the attached report, he should
certainly have access %o all tho facts contained thorein through
(H1bert Simond, the International Red COross representative at Ankara,
Therefore, I don't think it nesecsary $o have this report translated and
eopled for Mr, Hirgohmann,

Witz  6/28/44
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v : ~Dear Dr. Kubowitski:

: Thank you for your letter of June 2,
1944, submitting information whioh you recaived
from the International’Bad Croes Headguarters
in Oeneva, concerning the foodvpackage situation
at Teresi :

Very truly yours,

Mieman) 1 @, Pahle

J, W, Pehle
Bxecutive Direotor

Dr, A, Loon Kubowitekt,
Head, Resous Department,
World‘Vewish Congress,
1834 Broadway

New York 23, ﬁev York,

w . Mv@ﬁuﬁchum?m 'r-;}ﬂ W— —
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(3) :

Kubowitzki is coming:in
[ Wednesday mornlrig—'.f'ehdycj\‘l‘ymay want

" fo discuss the food package situation

with hiam,

From:...... e
(Date)
TReom)’ T T TiBidgly’
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WORED JEWISH CONVRESS oo

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL. ... CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

_%J/L\;p[}é_,

1234 BROADWAY
VVORK 23, NL Y.
£ 1900 -

330 WEST 42nd STREET

NEW YORK 18, N. Y,

LONDON CanLes: Conerass, NEw Yorx
§5 New Cavendish 5t, W 1 TeLerHONE: LONoACRE 5-2660
GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢

June 21, 1 -
) JERUSALEM o 2%, 19N,
Vaad Leumi, P, 0. B, 471 in reply refer
MONTREAL t0'No. 102
1121 St. Catherine St, W —
MEXICO CITY Hon. Jolm W, Pohle
Sonora 174-4

War Refuges Board
Treagury Building
Washington, D. €,

Dear Mr, Pohle:

I thought you might be intorested in the following
information emanating from the International Red Cross
Headquarters in Geneva » whioh was conveyed to me by
Dr. Petor in his letter dated June 19,

"It is only singe danuary 13, 194l, that the
Intornational Camittee of the Red Cross started
sending packmges to Teresin and none ‘of them
hag been returned. On the contrary their
delivery is oonfirmed by receipts, duly aigned, °
which regularly reach the International Coms~ -
mitteo of the Red Cross. The colleotive ghip=
ments of the Mixt Cammission have also been- ;

duly aoknowledged by the internses at Toregin,"

' Sincersly yours,

ALK: bz
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JUN 25 1944

Dear Ur, Peter:

This 1e to acknowledge and thank you
for your letter of June 21, 1944, (8/2/n), enclos-
Ing coptes of a latter dstod May 31, 1944, written
to the American Legation in Borne, by the Internation.
al Committes of the Red Oross, concerning relief %o
Jaws 1n Rumania, and a program by Dr, Opstiner dealing
with the same prodlem,

Sincersly yoursy

P ol
eagemed) 7, B O

J, W, Pehle
Exsoutive Diractor

Br. Hare Peter,

Dolegate of the International
Committee of the Ned Croms, -

1645 Connsosticut Avenue, N.¥,, -

Vashington 9, D, ©,

w
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Comité Internatic | Internati .l Committee of the Red Cross
© - .de la Croix Rouge i Genéve, Suisse + in Geneva, Switzerland
Délégation aux Etats-Unis - , Delegation to the United States
d’Amérique of America
, e 1645 Gonnecticut Ave. N. W.

Washington 9, D. C.
June 21, 1944 Ref. $/2/n

Mr, J. W, Pehle

Executive Director

Executive Office of the President
War Refugee Board

Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr, Pehle:
I am sending you herewith the following
copies: )
ST e
1) program of relief for the Jews in Rumahia,
by Dr,. Costiqgr;

2) letter written on May 31 to the American ILe-
gation in Berne, by the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, concerning the relief to
Jews in Rumania,

Believe me, my dear Mr. Pehle,
yours sincerely:
J .

MARC PETER i
2 copies Delegate of the International
MP/AL Committee of the Red Cross

e

sl
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May 31, 1944

Legation of the United States of America

BERNE

Re: Relief for Jews in Rumania.
Dear Sirs,

The International Committee have just received
frp their delegation in Rumania a particularly urgent
appeal for emergency help on behalf of Jews in that
country.

Through the efforts of the WRB, a sum of
100,000 Swiss francs was transferred to Rumania to meet
the cost entailed by this relief work. This sum has
unfortunatley covered only a small propertion of the
requirements of the Jews, Although only a certain
nunher of the deportees in Pransnistria have returned to
Rumania, there are, on the other hand, a large number
of evacuees and refugees who require help,

Our delegation seem to be afraid the consequences
will be very serious if the Jewish organisations in
Bumania do not receive substantial help promptly. The
latter are overwhelmed by the inoreasing demands made
upon them and can collect only small sums, because
the well-to-do population have left Bucarest and are at
present out of reach.

You will find enclosed in this communication
the copy of a letter sent by Dr. Fildermann to our
Delegate in Bucarest asking him to draw’/the attention
of foreign Jewish organisationsto the tragic plight of
the Rumanian Jews,




We hqe that the WRB will be able shortly to
devote additional funds to the assistance of Jews in
Rumania and shall appreciate any practical suggestions
in this respect. )

ln accordance with the desire expressed by
Ir. Fildermann, we are notifying the "World Jewish Congress"
and Mr. Saly Meyer likewise of his appeal

Yours sincerely,

Jo E, Sohwafzenherg

P.S.- Followingthe Report of our delegation in Bucarest
which forms the basis of the foregoing letter,
we have just received a telegram from that delegation
asking that fresh funds be sent them urgently to
enable the Jewish organisation in Rumania %o assist
many people who are in need.
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Mr, W, Filderman
A Monsieur le Délégué de la Croix Rouge Internationale

4 Bucarest

Cher Monsieur,

Les bombardements ont fait des vict;mes dans la popu-~
lation israélite., ILe chiffre des morts & Bucarest est d'environ
trois cents mais les dbglts matériels sont congidérables, non seu-

lement par la valeur des biens détruits, mais aussi par la stagna-
tion de 1'activité économique.

I1 faut donc prévoir une réduction considérable du
potentiel contributif aux oeuvres d'assistance.

G'est pourquoi - sans attendre le wésultat du recense-
ment en cours ~ Jje vous prie de vouloir bien intervenir et aupréds
de 1'American Joint Distribution Committee et auprds du Congrés
Mondial, afin de les prier de ma part d'envoyer_ d'urgence des
gecours massifs,

Veuillez recevoir, cher Monsieur, l'expression de mes
sentiments les meilleurs,

Signé: W, Pilderman

Bucarest, le 25 avril, 1944 .

o
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ESQUISSE D'UN PROGRAMME D'ASSISTANCE DE LA POPULATION JUIVE
. ; NECESSITEUSE EN ROUMANIE

Dans le rapport précédent sur 1'activité pendant les mois de
novembre et décembre 1943, il a déjd &t& annoncé le développement
considérable de notre programme.

Les circonstances nous ont empéché de réaliser nos intentions.
2
) Ci-dessous on trouve les éléments fesumés du programme des se-
cours pour les 3 mois suivants - 15 mars, 15 juin 1944.
A) SECOURS PERIQDIQUES:
1)_Déportés: éventuellement rapatriés:
40,000 personnes, & 2000 lei par mois, soit:
ar mois: 3 mois:
56,666.550 240,000,000
2) Rapatriés: dans le district de Dorohoi:
6.000 personnes, 4 2000 lei - 12,000.000 36,000,000
%) Qrpheling: rapatriés et & rapatrier:
4,000 personnes & 5000 lei - 20,000.000 60,000.QOO
4) Les communautés tréds obérées ou déficitaires, pour lsurs
oeuvres d'assistance (plus de 25,000 evacues des villages,
outre leurs propres 40,000 pauvres) ‘
25.000,000 75,000,000
5) Réfugibs étrangers:

surtout polonais), dont un nombre d'environr400, séjournant
dans le pays depuis le commencement de la guerre des autorités

roumaines, & la suite d'un accord avec le gouvernement polonais,
lei 4.500 chacun

Un autre nombre d'environ 400, récemment réfugiés, regoivent
de nous le méme secours, donc environ 2,000,000 lei par mois.

Etant donné la condition plus précaire de ces deux catégories
° 1

/.




il est nécessaire de compléter le secours de la premiére et d'aug-
menter celui de la deuxiéme, d'au moins 3.000 lei‘par mois, soit au
total de lei 2,500,000, ce qui porte ce chapitre a:

ar mois 3 mois
4,500,000 15,500,000,

I1 est & prévoir que 1la charge des 4 premidres. catégories sera
supportée, pour la moitié, par la contribution des juifs roumains, o

[

qui réduit la notre &

73,000,000 par mois, ou: pour 3 mois: 219,000.000 lei.

B) SECOURS EXCEPTIONNELS :

1) Equipement:

Ont bvesoin d'habits, chaussures et linges, unnombre d'au,moins:
15.000 déportés, voir no. 1) ci-dessus . :
n

2.500 rapatriés * n 2
3,000 orphelins n "3 n
250 réfugiés " nog "

20,250 équipements, 4 raison de 20,000 lei chacun, soit lei 415,000.
Nous lai ssons de c8t& pour le moment les nécessités de 1la 5° catégor

2) Rapatriement des 45.000 déportés:

Ces dépenses, calculles & raison de 2000 lei par personne, soit
90.000,000 lei, seront supportées pour 1a moitié, par la Centrale
des Juifs de Roumanie et d'autres contributions exceptionnelles des
juifs,

Ce chapitre comporte donc pour nous: Lei 45,000,000

les deux chapitres exceptionnels
ensemble: Lei 460,000,000

Bucarest, le 17 mars, 1944 - Dr. E. Costiner
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JUN 27 1944

Dear Mr, Petert

I wish to acknowledge with thanks your
letter of June 20, 1944, (S/4/a), and 1ts enclosures,
concerning Jeuish emigﬁtion from Houth Bastern Xurope,

-84neerely yours,

v s o fonhd
18fpeat) do Be 57

» J, 9, I‘ehlg
Executive Director

Kr, Marc Peter, .-
Delegate of the International -

_ Oommittee of the Red Cross,
1645 Connecticut Avenue, ¥.¥,,
¥ashington 9, D, O,

B

_r w '@\Qh?nueromeon:agr ,e;.zm' gﬁ-‘/
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Comité Internatic 1 Internati 1l Csmmittee of the Red Cross
de la Croix Rouge & Genéve, Suisse + in Geneva, Switzerland
Délégation. aux Etats-Unis

Delegation to the United States
d'Amérique of America
1645 Connecticut Ave. N. W
Washington 9, D. C.
June 20, 1944 R&T. S/4/a

‘ Mr, J. W. Pehle

Executive Director

Executive Office of the President

War Refugee Board

Washington 25, D. C. b

My dear Mr. Pehle:

I am sending you herewith a letter addressed
by the International Committee of the Red Cross to
the Legation of the United States of America, in
Berne, concerning the Jewl emigration from South-
Bastern Europe (Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria). This
letter is accompanied by an annex, giving the chro-
nological development of the subject.

Thege documents are confidential and I am not
authorized to communicate them to Jewish organisa-
tions.

|

Believe me, my dear Mr. Pehle,

yours sincerely:

JWFW

1 letter (copg) ' MARGC PETER
Delegate of the International
Committee of the Red Cross

1 annex (copy
AL
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a.5;§5 8.85 Hay Sth, 1944,
JES/HIL
Dear tirs,

Referring to your lettfle of £pril 7th, 1944, we have
————— the honour to transmit to you a ehronoclogionl sammary of
the activities of the Interaaticnsl Gemmfttee of the Red
(ross and their delegates eoncerning the question of Jewish
emigration from the Balkans.

For yowr conveniencs, we have condensed this summary
as follows :

At the boglening of 1942, M. Barlas, ropresentative
at Ystambul of the Jewish A§ency for Palestine, comsnlted
the Internaticnal Oommittec's ﬁﬁl@%:te at Ankera oonderning
the emigration of Jewish children from the Balkens. He
spguired partienlarly as to the pessibility of uiilisin% a
steamer, whioh was at his disposel, for the traggﬁartﬁt on
of these emigrants from Constantsa te Iotembul under the
protection of the Red Croas emblem, : '

The Qommittee hestened to inform M. Barlas of the
conditisne onder which they wore prepared to grant the use
of their emblem and their protection to the sald vessel.
Sueh a step 18 necessarily subjeot to ke grant of' safe
conduots by the belligerent governments; the Committee
therefore invited the organiging inetitutions to supply the
data whioh wonld parmit the necesmary ap-liestien to the
govarnuents concerned,

The above pXan for the conveyanoce by sea of ohildren
from Constantaa to Ietombul ssems have failed, hecanse of
the delay in seouring the needful authorisazions end the
difficalties ariaing in the teckaiea) or; anigation of the
voyage, At that moment, owr represontative in Ankara

To the ) )
Legation of the United Statss of Aneries

‘BERRE
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I

already mede application to the Tarkish Foreign Offlce,
with a view to securing thelr comsent, in prineiple, to the
transit of Jewish emigrantse,

This ffogoat wae subsequently modified, asd at the
end of May 1942, the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine informed
ony delegate that supervision by the International Uommittee
was no longer needed, singe tha Agenoy intended to send ths
ghildrea by rail to Jetambul, whenge they would travel on
bvoard a Torkish steamer to Mergina or Alexandretta. The
Agenoy requested the Committee, however, to secure the
Balgarian Governsment's peymission for {ne transit of a
number of Jewish childrer from Rnmania and Hungary. The
Bulgarian Qoveramant gave a favourshble reply to thie denand.

The Qommittes was furthermore requested to notify
the naxt-ofwkin of persons in whose name immigretion visas
to Peleniine wore be isseed, snd of whom liwis were :
farnished. Thoe Cummittes eould not see their way to satis-
fying this demend, since they bad learned that the British
outhorities had deoided to &ecal with the problem off Jewish
smigration through the channel of the Proteoting Power. The
Oommittee therefors handed the said lists te the Swise
government until, on Jenusyy 22nd, 1943, the British Legation -
agked to receive thanm. :

In the meantime, the Turkish OGovermsent anthorised
the transit of a numbor of Jewieh amigrants by the Tauyus
Txpress, snd parties of Jews were donveyed, thro Bulfnia,
wholly by rail. Ia this matter alsec, the Gomnlitee an
their reprosentatives, aotimg at the request of the Jewish
organimations oonoernsd, made ropeated application to
various anthorities ﬂ:ﬂh a view to securing the necessary
pormits and fasilitles. S .

In Marah 1943, the Oomsittee were sgain asked by
the Jewish Afency to grant thelr protection to transports
by ser. Following on the inorease of immigration permits

to Palestine for Jews from Tastora Surops, and s“#n&hﬂm
1imited nusber of emigrents (a few hundred monthly 0
wore allowed to travel through Turkey, the Jowigh Agency
attenpted to organise trensperts by sea from Dedeegatch to

The Gommities at onoe agreed to allow the nese of

B. J

their omblem, and to apply to the belligerent Biates, as
soon as & newtral vassel had been mﬁ%ﬁa by the oi'
tions concerned.

Re
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O April 5th, 1943, the Qoumittee, thre their
representative in f.ondon, submitted a note to the Foraign
Off'ioe eoneerm:f Jewish relief. The queatiion of Jewish
ealgration was alluded to in the following terms :

"Pinelly, the International Red {roms OQopmittoe

wkish to draw the attention of the Foraign Office
to the following problem @

"Private organimations in the Balkan States - in
Rumpnia in particular - ag well as the World Jewlsh
Gongress, have urged the Intsranational Red Oross
Oommittee to eapist 4in organiging ths emigration
of Joews to Pmlestine, : -

"For the time being, and as long as thoy have ro-
esived no officlal request, the International Oom-
mittee do not contemplate eny other course of sotion
than to provide for the tranppors by sea of

Jewish emigrante travelling t¢ Palestine under the
proteotion of the Red Oross emblem, as ia slroad¥
done in the come of ahips cexrying consignments for
prisontirs of war betwsen Lishon and Mmpseilles,

®The terms upon which the xnt:emtiane_l ‘ﬂém:lttee
aathorige the use of their partianlar emblems are
the following '

" 1) Fentral vessels mhall be chartered by the
orgonisaticns aocneerned; .

" 2) The aosts involyed shall be borne wholly by

these organisations;

. The ships shell be mccompenied by convoy agents
3 of ths gternaﬂpnal Committon;
" 4) The phipe shall sexrve solel £for' the trensport
of omigrants, to the axolusion of mny other
perscns or cargoss, :

"The Internationsl Jommittes would gremtly appreciate
information @s to the yiews of the Britiah

- authorities on this matter, and would be glad to
leara whether they would be,. in prindiple, prepaved
to lepd their suprort. to an setion of the Jateraa.
tional Red Gross Qoumittee amrrisd out within the
1imits indientsdl above:®
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- A replg 40 this note was recelived only on June 9th
the Britich Ocnsulate in Geneva informing the Oommittee that
the British anthorities were considering the possibility -

in cage no other means offersd - of chartering the "LGn
Prottningholm® for the transport of Jews from Turkey %o Haifa,
and asking that epprn?nte stopse be taken with the Gsrmesm
and Italian Governments for the transfer of this vessel from
the Baltic to Istambul., The CGonsulate further informed ue
that the British Goverament ged to the conditions speocified
in our note, and hopad that the ship woudd sail ander the
Gommittes’s auspices, if the safo condnots weyre secured,
Altho tho Gommittee kuew bg eﬁerien’ee thet thers was no
hope of the Gormen Goveramsnat's ellowiag the vesgel to leave
the Baltio, they submitted the matter to the said Government,
while drnw!.ng the Britieh Goverament's attention to the

srall prospect of oarrylng ont this projsot.

Meanwhile the Bulgarien aanthorities had suufemled
the transit vises granted to a party of Jewleh ohlldren from
Rumania, In reply to theiy request, the Qommittee were
informed by the Bulgarian Legation at Berne that, owing to
police considsrations, the Bulgarian Government were unable,
for the presest, to grant the said parties of children
pormission to travel through the couniry.

During the momths of May. snd Jme,194£, & speoial
delegation of the Intermational Qommitiss visited Zastern
Tarope, and especially Hungary, Rumania and Bulgarie, ILogal
Jowish arganagatiens were c_mia_altzd _and the pertiocular atten-
tion of the suthorities end of Red Uross Soglgties was drewn
to the importange of the problem of Jewilch emigration, and

to the depirability of expléx with the greatest cave all
avenues thet might lead to its favourable dolution.

At the same time, our delegate in Bugarest informed
us that*Rumanian Red Cross was trying to find shipping for
tho transport of Jewish emigranty, and thet the Ramanian
Governmant was snxicus that the Committee shonld grant the
use of their emblenmy, and were ap for a Qeyman permit
allowing sach vessels to sail. The Jommities then mtndied
the posaibility of organising tzansports through the Black
Sga, and of purahasing or ohartering ships Por this purpose.

Os July 5th, 1943, our reprgsentative at Amkara was
instryuoted to Sbt&hn !;&mmiena Enhansies the agreoment
in principle to issus American. British, Gormen ang Italian
‘aafe conduots for dertain Turklsh vesselo geoured by the
Jowioh Amtizfe: Palestine. We moreover reguested our
delegate to cbtain assurances that these voysges eould be

S
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undertakern in proper conditions of safety, In reoply the
Jewish Agency informed us that the British Legation in Berne
would give the CQommittes direotly the desired informatien,

On July 9th, 1943, tho Oommittee wrote to the said Legation,
Replying on July 101:!1, the latter informed the Jommittes
that, asting on iastructions from its Jovernment, it hed made
applieation in this matter to the Proteating Power.

Bubsa?lxently, our delegation st Ankaras advised us
that the utiligation of Turkish vessels was out of the
gquegtion, '

- On Angust 4th, the British Gonsulate at Genava
inPormed the Commitfee that theye was no further ocoasien
to smploy the "Lyan Drottninghelm® for tranaporting Jews,
sinse the 5.5, "Sontay” was avalleble for that purposs, The
Gommittee has not learnsd the issue of the propesal to make
use of the "Sontey". During the following months, the fom-
mittee remained in oconteol with the Hungarisn, Rumanian
Bulgarian and Turicish Governments, with a view to seouring
the necessary fasilities for Jewish emigration, and were
uesnvhile pursuing negotiations in other querters for the

parpose of chartering.a vemsel. :

On December 19th;, 1943, the Jommities recaived a )
teleogram from Dry J. Oostinesou, Freeident of the Rumenien
Red (ross, etating that with the eonment of the Goveramest,
the Red Oross was planning %o send to Istembul, in about a
for t's time, and afterwarde weockly, parties of Jewish
child emigrants, between the ages of ten and sixteen. The
Romanian Red Orose requented the Committee to apply to the
volligerent parties with s view to eaféguarding the stenmer
"Bellaoitte”, sailing under the Hulgarian ensign énd the Ru-

' maglan Red Oross fleg, hetweon Constantza or Hangelis and

" Istembul. As regards Russia, tho 1 dan Red {Jress hed

spplied to the Turkish Red (rescent.

On regeiving the ,neea,nserzdata conouraing the
Joseeh S he prbvenst R e, Somistes SEENE, S e
Agorggn, British’and Germas safeé donduote for the h@lla—
oittan, ' o L -
' ¥he Ned Qrescent and the Turkish Forveign Offise
having eeo;i.n:% the request made by the Baniﬁgan fed Orosn,
that thoy should esk the Sowiet Qovernmant for fres paossgs,
the Hritlgh Zmbassy at Aakua&:ﬂms on ‘the wieh expressed

ur delogetion, submittsd the matter to the Foxeign Uffice
I-’gzgn agresd to ,éném%e UHER 1n the matisrs With the -

e
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oxception @f the fGosrman Joverament, all the Governments
concerned have granted their safe conduots to the "Bella-
aitta”, A further request mmdec to the German Consulate

in Qeneva on Pebrasry 29th has met with no reply. ¥e thare-
upon offered the Humanian Hed Cross to notify the belligerents
of the journeys of the "Bellseltte" without awaiting the safe
conduct, should the Rumanian Red Oross deem it impossible to
delsy the propoged transporis any longer. IR this case, how.

by the Red Oroes enblem, Diffieulties arose meanwhile and
prevented the emigranta from embarking, the crgenisers having
been arrested in Rumenia. The guastien remained in suspense
and it was only on Naroh 27ith, 1944, that our delegate was
able to inform the Committee that the sailing would take place
on April 3rd, The departurs waes notified to the belligerents
coneerned, but wee postponed, firet to the 9th, and them to
the l4th of April, Finally, the "Bellacitita" arrived at
Istsmbul om April 24¢h,

) ¥Wnile the Rumanien Red Oross was thus organising

this emigration, the Jewieh instituntions in Turkey and Ruma~
nia were endeavouring to srrange for transporte by sea and

by land. At the end of Matehk 243 semigrants left on a smsll
Bulgarien stesmer, the “Milka', without proteotion and without
any Turkish visa. On April 8th, 245 refugees reached

Istambul on the "Maritsa®, also ssiling without protection,

In the hope of seour;a% shipping for the irensporta-
tion of emigrants umder the Red (ross ewblem, the Jonmittee
negobiated for the purchase of two modeérn Humanian passenger
steamers, the "Transilvania" and the "Bessarabia”,

On Maxoh 20th, our delegate at Ankara informed us
that the Turkish Goverament had eed to a Turkish veasel
be put at the diagesal, of the Interne:ional Jommittee for
Eheﬂ -{gnsportnuon of 1,500 Jewish emigrants from Constantsa

o Halfa. g

On Maroh 24th ws received from our dolegele in Ankers
the nocogsary details congeraing this vessel, the "Tari®, of
4,000 tonds. On the same & agplieat.‘.en wag mede for a
gorman eafe conduct, thro the ohannel of the Qorman. Gon~
sulate in Qeneve. instruetim vers further givea to our de-
legate to re}ueat the German Smbasey at Ankara to reocmmend
our applieation in Berliin. .

. .The Gommittes have also been Anformed that the ,
Rumanian Goveranment are endeavouring e Secure the spprovel

i
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by means of the "Iari®, to ssil under the auspices of the
International Qommittes.

No roply has yeot been received on this matter from
the German authorities,

*® -

The above notee furnish only a sumumery of the evolu-
tion of the emigrstion problem ag it has been placed before
the Oommittee, No mention is msde of the numerous steps
taken by the Qoumittee and by numbers of their dolegates,
who have beon in almost daily consaltation with the apthoritias
and the organigsations conosrned, with a view to renoving the
obstaoles which constantly thwarted 'he exscution of svary
projeot, These plans have aleo been oceaselessly modified,
in conssquence of difficuliies arising., The Committoe were
happy to serve as intermsdisries, whenever private organima-
tions requested their assistance in faoilitating euigration,
The problem as a whole was beyend their scope, sinoe the
questior of ilmmigration into Palestine was, until a short time
ago, oonsidered by the Governments 1ntores€ea -= with the
exgeption of the Ruumenisn Government ---as a matter to bs
dealt with through the intermedisry of a Proteeting Fower,

The Internaticnal Committee have always been resdy
to grant the mas of thelr emblem and theoir guarantee to
neatral vessels which ware to be placed at their dispeosel

~for the tramspert of euwlgrenta, Thie gaarsntee iz, however,

saubjoect to two conditions

1) that the emigrants hold entrsace visas for
Palestine;

2) that all Govornments conscernsd grant free
puseage to the vessel, : :

Very traly yours,

R, Gallopin.
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1e voritd Internationsl est informé per son adlégue qu'il
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surc en vus a'obbendr 1vsuturlssiicn e transii do prlie-
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341606 du Soad o Interpnebionsl & Ankara fely psrb que

Y. varlag eat sn pouwrparlers pour 1'schel du Lrartriiement
du sateau gree "idly". S R o

e Gomits Internaticnnl ¢9% avisd per aon Aulopus & Ale

Kora gus le prograpge du voyape st wedilié, Les enfants

8¢ rendraleont de Budapost eb Qo Bucarsst & lutanbul par
vols Perres via Soila, D'istaubul b Mersing ou slexsns
dratto le voyage 8o feralt ‘par batebu turs sans néeansits
dtung participation du Jositd Inberretlonal, at 1o dernier

_trajat s'sffectusrait par train. 1o Joitd Internitional

est sollicits d'owtenir 1fautorisation de transit bulgsre.
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: 'rhe Anoriun Enbnoy 1n Lmdon haa reeaivod a 10%?1-—!!«
Ernast Frisohsr.of the Oxechoslovak State Couneil, containing the -
—fonowlng mroruu.on whioh ua requosud to be: tranmitted 407y om

. ithe cuchulovnk Rclier Action-. ) sanding about 4,500 rood-,, ;
. ‘parcels, -each weighlng:0.50 kg, per_ mdath to Teresin and I
... parosls to Birkensu, - In additicn to theke approximately :
..#10,000 pareels per month are being sent from Lisben to indi~
70 vides) recdplents, - Osechioslovak ristionals and others in these
2 2two: internuant carps by the Asierfcan Joint Metribution .
- -Compd ttees, - A check ohould bo mlda in Hew. York regurdin
‘f_t.hs.s httor !:lguro. : ; T

A‘ﬁrﬂnnry lioonao for nonthly tmuforc of. 3000 poundu %o
~ldsbon is held Ly the Oseghoslovak Relief Action in London
and NB¥ has uigniﬂad a willingness to grant a licsass for
9,000 for ‘cne additional transfer. It is believed; homer,
that present difficulties in procaring the NeceARaTy Reans
. to:use thess licanses fully will not be overooms snd it would -
"‘be._spprecisted if the Joint Distribution’ Cozmittes: ‘would take .
.7 over-those addressess who have baen’ receiving paroels from: -
. the: Gluhulonk Reites Action’up. to the present 12 the re-.
. quired reans cannot be obtained,bFuraigh the: Jotnt m-mtm ]
“¢4on Conmitteats Offios in London, Ors Schwarts has besn
: ‘pprmhcd in this umot. Yo be able to continue’ ‘i pro=

< gean 16°would be neéamsiry for the cnchoulonk rapromhtivo
: :r-_-;i.n u-bon to: hlvotsOOOpmnd-p-rmﬂ\ i

- “The addresna of 1321 cucho-louk nationnlu An’ Birkcnm ‘and
6342 ln rerolin are on the mordu of tho Oucboalmk Renox




. v
PARATHRAGE OF TELEGRAX REQBIVED

FROMY American Embvesy, London
seorestary of ftate, yashington

T0!
DATEDY June B, 1944 7 7 . gos 5
HUMBERY 4508 B 1 wv w_;_
! - Al @?‘f '
SR : el
w: Information whieh YBr Rerugee Board requeated in

Depsrtment o eable of May 18, 1944 No. 3679, w&ioh inforastion

is to be tronsmitted %o Leon ¥ubow1t:Yi of tho Yorld Joewish

roived by the Exvssay

was eontained in a letter rec
neil.” The

COngrese.
2t Frisoher of the Gzeenoelovah 3tste Cou
4,870 fnof paresls,

froz Erne
srgehnslovak Reller Actian 13 sending nbdut

cach wvelghing 0 B0 kg, oer month o Terezin snd 1600 ‘pavgele’

aocer@ing ‘to Mr. Fr&eoher.
per month sre being sent from

to Blrkenaw, in a‘dltlon to these

approximately 10, ooo percels
" Liebon %o Xnﬁlvldual reclpiente. Crechonlovek netionels snd
internaent eamps by the Americsn

A chiegk should be made in Hew York

othere in these two Joint

Distribution comnitteen.

rogerding this latter Tigure.’

& Treasury license for mnonthly transfere of 1000 pounds’

to Lisbon is held by the czeohoslovnk &sliar Action in tondon

a willingnees ‘to grent o Iicenae for

sand VEYW has signified
It ia ‘believed by Vr.

9,000 for one addltlonal tranafer.
he vill not be able to overoomg resent

means ‘to use theee

Friseber, however, thet
aifficulties 1n proouriny the raaeasary
1icensee tullx,anﬁ\lt 18 stated by him;&ée& ne
istribution cnmnxttas would teke ove

addreseeea who

would spireciate. '

& i the -Joint D r those o

" DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 -

By R. H, Parks Date, SE 1 5 1972




-

ad:iressees who hsve baen recelvig pnraala from the Gzechaslovek
Relier Aetion up_to the present Lano 1s ot able to obtain the .
re“ukred muans. Thraugh the Joint Diitrlbation Comm;tteo's
Office in Lonuon no hag approeoned‘Br. -Sohwarse, in thig regpeet,
To be able %o contipuerhil progrem it would be necessrry for
the Crechioslovak reprénentatxge in ﬁiehon to have 4000 pounds
ver month, ‘ )

V The addrpeses 6f 1321 Czechoslovak nationsls in Birkenau
and‘8242 in Terezin ;fe on the records of the Czechoslovek

Relief Action,
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

/ Q»of?—c .
FROM: Secretary cf State, Washilagton / m{/

T0: American Embassy, london -

DATEIY May 19, 1944 ',
- LR 5 R

NUMBER: 3979 ' , " '

The War Refugee requests that you deliver the following mesaé.ge

to Mr, Lrnest !‘risu;xer, member of the Ozechoslovak Mational Qouncil,

-

160 Oakw;?. Oourt, London .14

A

v
Saire anxious to mow how many Terezin inmates recsive

037

AO8 3330338 4
3.0 .MOTOUH2A

reguﬂrly food parcels., Understand 600C people receive two 7

a3vi3

T)arcﬁs monthl; from Lisbon, Ignore number of people provided
= d‘rom@uitzerl&nd and Istanbul. Also what ‘requsncy, Would be

b .
greteful for eccurate survey covering individnal collective

aq

dispatehes., Also concerning Birkenau, Also number individual

L v . v .
internees on your listas. Yorld Jewish Qongress, Leon Kubowitzki.®

-

wond

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept.- Létter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date_§QEP. 1 5 1972
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Msy 16, 1944

CABLE TO AMERICAN EMBASSY, LONDON, ENGLAND

. The War Refuges Board reyuests that you deliver the
following message to Mr. Ernest Frischer, member of the
Caechoslovak National Council, 100 Oakwood Gourt, London

W.lht

QUOTE Are anxious t0 know how many Terezin inmates
receive regularly food parsels. Understand 6000 people
recelve two pargels monthly from lisbon. Ignore nwuber
of people provided from Switgerland and Istanbul. Also
vhat frequency. Would be grateful for accurate survey
govering individual collective dispatches. Also con-
cerning Birkenau. Also number individual internees on
your lists. World Jewish Gongress Leon Kubowitgki UNQUUTE

RERRRRARNE AR R

Mey 16, 1944
5310 pem,

ccy Secly, :E?ghamigf, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesaer,
nt

2l Files,, Cable Control Files.

Maﬁ;?{jéewa

BAksinijp  5/12/hh-
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LONDON
55 New Cavendish St, W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.90

JERUSALEM :
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B, 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4

WORLO SJEWISH CONGALSS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ... CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

- CapLes: ConNcress, NEw YORK °
LT TeLertoNE: LONGACRE 5-2600

¥ay 9, 1944

In reply refer
tos No.56

Mr, Lawrence S. Lesser

War Refugee Board

Exacutive Office of the President
Washington 25, D. C. :

Dear ﬁr. Lesgers

In the course of owr various negotiations and discussions
concerning food parcels for interment, concentration and ;i
lgbor ommps, the most impertant problem we had to consider

was the problem of the Terezin. (Theresienstadt) and Birkenau
Camps with a population of 43,000 and 35,000 Jews respectively. .

We have been unable to ascertain the number of people who
r:geive food under the arrangements which are presently being
enforcad. . -

We understand that Mr. Ernest Friseher, member of the
Czechoslovak National Council, 100. Oakwood Court, London W.14,
would ba in a position to sescure the information we need.

May I ask you to kindly have the following message conveyed

-to him through the mx'zeriegnnn_ba,asys,

"From. ﬁeonkubéwifzki.;* World Jewish co_ngresi{

4rs anxious to_ know how many Térezin immates receive : :
regularly food parcels. Understand 6000 people raceive -
two parcels monthly from Lisbon, Ignore number ‘ef peaple”
provided from Switzerland and Istanbul. AlBo what = :

frequancy. - Would be grateful for aecurate

urvey covering |

individual oolleahive dispatchés, ~Also conserning .
- Birkenau,:

Kleo number individusl ‘internees on your lists.* |




*: " Please let me have the text of the mesmsage as you will
forward it.

Sinceérely yours

— —
—
/%/

e
r. A. Lpon Kubowitzki, Head
Rescue Department :
AlKief




.




- 7 T - T
-
. FPERAPRRASE OF TELUGRAL RECHIVED /{:M/
1Ok _“z;;x.-;;:mac,a-irloﬁ', B Z»mj L
” T0: . SECRSTAKY OF STATH, HASHINGTOH R
o DATED: ey 3, 1944 ' T uT
NuaBEds 2803 ' ' LUN ih
e
N :
-y cable of Kay Z, 1944, no. 2793 was crossed by the
Department s teleprae dated Way 1, 1944, no. 1508, 7
¥otification of appreval of the entire list of mé/;:!ical
supplles and foodstuffs in gquestion :Llshll\é?lvan to fHC Loday
by the Legation.
The foregoing was repszted as my no. 738 to London for
'Gl:l:é: information of our Embassy therse, 7
HARRISON
) DECLASSIFIED

W ) g Btate Dept. Letter, 1:11-72 .
- poriEDBIIIN - 5/5/44 PR HPakaDueGERY 5 97E
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May & 1944

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Dr. Jogeph
Schwartsz was received from Lisbon under date of Nay 2, 1944:

“International Red Cross Qeneva suggests Portuguese
authorities might grant export permits foods other
than sardines and dried fruits provided Portugal
received compensation corresponding additional
imports. Suggest you investigate possibilities
with authorities Washington since such arrangement
would help feed labor campa especielly Yugoslavia,®

Very truly yours,

{Siamsa; 1, % eVl
J. W. Pahle
Executive Director

7

Er. Moses A. Leavitt,
Secretary,
7 American Jewlsh Joint
Distribution Comnittee,
270 Madison Avenue,
dNew York 16, New York.

i 9&’ FH:lab 5/5/44




 HFGw13 ‘ PLALIN (
- g " g(,

Lisbon’

VONTROL copy -1~ ’/

£ 8 7 Dated Nay 2, 1944

Rec'd 12:31 peit.

Secretary of State,

Viashington, "

1526 Sl:cond 1 perly . ’ . -\hl’\?’a
POLIO"'ING FROLI JOSEPII SCH'{ARTZ ’POR LEAVITT

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COITITTEE NEW YORKg:

v
WRB sixteen, "Irternational Red Cross GEneva
X

v .- &
suggests Portuguese authorities might grant export
permits foods other than sardines and dried fruits
provided Portugal received compensation corrésponding
< K

additional imports, Suggest you investigate pog~

8ibilities with authorities Washington since such

arrangmment would help feed labor camps especially /i
N c)‘
Yugoslavia," ¥ \.\9 W
el
NORYEB & o
0SB : ' 0»% , ?
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