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AH!.EI'}Fl'I II, Bern, 

TOt secretn.ry of qt1 te, \1nsh1ngt< n, 

DAT D1 

CONTROl ·copy 
fo 

:.efcrenoe ls mnte hereN1 th )';aW' T..ondon:S tole-

grw' to the Legnt1on of April '~H, 1944, no. 9'1, 

re e"' ttng 1 to cn.ble to the· Department in Hno\~<"r 

to the De;:•nrtment 1 e telegl'Of\1 to London n f Apr!.l 
J .: ..... f~ 

?C, 1944, no. 3~?5.-~ 

APf'AF 1523 hns been rece1VN1 frorn MF.W by '"Y 

"lt·tt11'1h oollengue ancl thh O~tble giveR wide d1earet-

1nn to Fl,'nrove 1n thla. onRe even 1tema whtoh would 

bo 1 eforred to London normelly ancl my llri t1sh 

oolleogue hr.e informed t~ndoh ln reply that he le 

!'OfH1Y to give AJ)provel. 

2. rno w11l be informed by ,the T.,'ntlon thP.t 1t 

at:· '·oven of the totv.l illOO,OOO purobaoe progrnm un

lNl'l tnstru~1;1onn to the o;nt:rm•y' tll:'C received. 

Thte ···1 thholrl1ng ~lotion h be1ng taken b uo 111 

antio1;wtbn of 1nstruot1 ns from the De?nrtment 
)'Qli.J.-,; 

reg~<!' ding. tha question of policy ~ 111 the 

t.egation 1 a 



c-· 
•,.t'' 

:.· 

. \...-

no. 2122, Rnd 261:"', F<Od London's onhle referred 

to f'bove. 

The foregoing meaAilg<- Wllll repented "" no. 736 

tcJ London for 1nform,'lt1·)n of our ''lnbnssy there • 

HmnrsoN 

) 
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DEPAR't!.!ImT OF ST.A,TF; 
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FROl11 M~LF.GATION, Bern, 

To: Secretary of Stnte, 

DP.TEDI April 29, 1944, 

NUl-lBER 1 27~6, 

WeehingtmJNTROl COPY 

1. Jn reply to telephonic request from 

Joint 'alief Commiselon, the Commercial Attn.ch!'!;.ln 

absence of reply to Legation 1 s cables of April 6
1 

April 13, and April 24, no. 2122, no. 2305, no, 2612, 

and ln view of the last paragraph D, Department 1 e 

telegram, Nvroh 15, 1944, no •. 856, has now sUpDorted· 
a.; 

=: ~. witl the Swiss authorities the application for export 
~:~ ~ 

o:,,;:_::, liO!mse referred to in the Legation's 2612, paragraph 1, 
8~~ 
~;;;i6 being specifically for 100 cases of canned peas valued 
~rn:; C!: 

o~c;;at ~40 france and .60 oases of apple Jp.m valued at 9000 
~.; w / 
:S "trart!!s\whioh nre urgently required for the Resienete.dt. 

2. However, it is stated by the Commercial Attache 
.I 

that pending ola.ssitlontion and instructions in reply 

to the cables from the Legation referred to above, he 

is w1 th .. holding his approval of the remainder of "3ImB' 

prograJll under Joint distribution gift. 

The fore-going moaeage was repented to London for 

1nformet1on of our 1nnbaaay there. 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter~ 1-ll-72 

ByR. H.•Parks Date Sfp 1 51972. 





PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: 
y 

American Embassy, London 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

DATEDI April 28, 1944 

NUMBER: 3481 
• 

FOLLOWING IS FOR THE ATTENTION OF PEA AND THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

Lists of foodstuffs and medical supplies have not 

been received from Bern by either MEW or the Embassy. 

However, due to your request for immediate action, the 

British Legation was instructed by MEW on April 27 to 

exercise the widest possible disoret~on and to approve 

even items which would be referred normally• The sole 

qualification was that the Brit~sh Legation ,should 
f 

urgently refer it approval, even given exceptionally 

would seriousl (*) romtse general line we have been taking 

with Swiss on exports for ~&lief. 

We urge that tbe ~tB!Jie procedure as 1a now applie·d to 

other Red Cross e;~tpoJ't·• apply to exports. from Switzerland 

financed with funds remitted at the instance of War 

Refugee Board. 

The difficulty ln the present caae of requesting 

the British to approve Hats of exports wh:.\_qh neither 

we· 

DECLASSIFIED, 
State Dept. Letter, 1-1~·79 

By R. H. !'arks bate~ 5 J972 _ 



-2-

we nor they have seen will, of course, be appreciated by 

you. We should not care to again make a similar request. 

Furthermore, we should not wish to sug1'eat that War 
r

Hefugee Board exports\'•:unl1ke all. ether roller exports, 

be subject solely to American approval, in view of the 

excellent cooperation received by us from 1lliW in putting 

on a joint basis the control of relief shipments from 

Sweden, Portugal, Switzerland, etc. 

The foregoing meaaage was repeated to Bern for the 

information of our Legation thoro. 

WINANT 

( *) Apparent omission. 
/ 

. ;_ .. 
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April 25, 1944 

}.:EJ.iORA'lDU1i Fill THE FILES 

A conference was held in the office of Oscar C~x, General. 
Jounsel of FEA, today to discuss the Inter,national Red Cross cable, 
the ~100,000 International Red Gross feeding program and the pro
posed cable to lliefler concerning more definitive asslwances to the 
neutral governments with respect to transblockade shipments of food 
and clothine for refugees. kessrs. Cox, Handler, Stone, Baldwin, 
Kiaer and Zarky were present for FEJi., and 1:essrs. Pehle, fuBois and 
Abrahamson and~ l~ss Hodel were present for the -,iar Refugee Board. 

With respect to the cable to the International Red Cross, 
Flli\ was willing to give its clearance provided we had no objection 
to their informing the British blockade authorities of our proposal 
to International Red Gross. It was further agreed that if the Ger
mans should accept our proposal and if actual shipments to the 
internees became a real problem, such shipments would be cleared 
in accordance with usual blockade procedure. · 

With respect to the $100,000 feeding p1'ogram, FEA felt 
strongly that the matter should be cleared with Loridon ru"d~ that 
there would be no d:i.fficulty in obtaining such clearance. in La very 
short time. It was agreed that FEA would get a cable out :t.O London 
today and that we would vmit one week for a r~ply• · · 

l'iith respect to the proposed cable to Rief~er, .FEA indi
cated no objection and gave clearance to the despatcli ·of~ the cable~ 

4!· F. Hodel 
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tt.N1li; k r11 ~4, HM4 
. .. I 

i<UMW'.i'n ~612 · 

/.L:/../>--r ------~ 
'~~~ -, 

_:7-.?W~ 

f'~ferrlng ttJ fomer letters th1!1 ,Jotnt Jlelht 

:~t1md!!!dnn t•equentB your tlltpport fi!Jr %rla.o l!fXJ:ol"t 

U.oen$t! ror ttp130if1c foodstuffs "fltl:l"UhM<~d ft'Ql~ Jo1nt 

dhtrtbuM. n gUt lle!·r,rtment 1n llwlb~tl'brtt'i. 

'!''.,."0. 1~ reply hmt been mnde b;' c~. t.bett. ne1t;h~r 

h;;o nor hh ':1r1t1eh. cctlleagul.l teoln IRO 'Jrl'o~nlll 

t'fl!Jj:,<Cl(!t purchacr.e,.; under thh *ioo,o':Q nlf~d be . .;et~rt'

eu to the t.Qgstbrt tor epprov6lund&J;'eye1.,~tno\.t 
. -- ... · , __ . 

being a1aou~sed ln t(lndcn f~r reU.flt tiut"ebaiJ~I)<tn 
' -·. - . -

' -~" - - . . ~:' . . -. '· .• -~- -. 

3~1. t•erhM, hut llA added tnnt 1hfl mtttt~r ~h~.~~ bf)~i\ 

' efel\t;ed to ttu me rUt~.~ l':tllb!ltflft · LOnl'!on~ · f.l.ntl ~ J?S.r,!!J..;t• 

mcmt I>fJrldlng roeelpt Qt <tttflnlte llla~e-1rit1a. 
' ' 

Three. lnt&P{>rt~ntl:an ot the Vit3!'1.tL'n is t~.t . 

l (; tllgf under :\a\ltlllltl ot 'i'htuiW'Y- Ucu~aut ~ Jcid.nl 
• ~- -t '. •. - - - • - - - - • 

Phtri button· ci>~l he"·. i1VOhi!~e • £\Wl ts.,.;l,~nit Mt· and 

vH: typefi of pi'0~01a m. tl10ut • reteraco . .0 t~Mtm ' ._ -. - .. ~- . - -. ·:.. _·- . -' ; . . . - -· ~> ; _,· -_ : -__ --- -_ ·:,. . ' 

Of' ~.JUi>' pdor .AJ~yiovQl;, · ¥le;,~• 1nto,. .ue ~·th'~ _thle. 

•. \":4 

' .. 
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...... 
• ~ ~'2612, April 24, 7, p.m., fl>om Bet>n 

Four. In v1ew of the urgency of Department's 279, 

January 27, Md others, e'arl~r 1nstru<it1ons are 

reopeottully :requested so that def1h1tereply con 

·e· ma'de to tll.e Jo1~t Hel1ef Comrn1oe1on. 

The foregoing mesoage has been repented to 

LOndon ns the Legation's no. 678 and is in referenoe 

to my cable no. 2305, ot April 3, ·and no. 2122 of Aprll 6< 

HARRISON. 

-~ 

.... ,_.· 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

·---,~. . ..... 

PARAPIIR,;SE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

American Legation, Bern 

Secretary of' State, Washington 

April 22, 1944 

2581 

Reference is made herewith to Department's cable of 

April 8, no. 1198. 

It is stated by Intercross that it is preparing re-

plies to questions one, two and rour. Concerning three. 

Intercross believes that if' Joint Distribution Committee 

purchase foodstuffs in Portueal f'or delivery to Intercross 

delegate in Lis~.on, matter would be simplified. 

HARRISON 

~~-.~ 1,;, ~~.0 ~ ~ 1~1 ~ P 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 5 1972 ~ 
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TO: ;r;_,.ll "''-7--

CONTRUL COPY 
Lognt1:m'n onbloll d~toa Hal'·ch 6, no. 1)66; 16 NJfonod 

t.o hOl"GWi th. -Hega.r<line toot ohit'mouta ot food pareols to i•lliod 
v 

Nnt1onala in Clurmun ooncontl'lltion orur.pa, pl0tisa, GOO lottor 

of Hoptembe1• 1, 1943, l'rom Jnmoa, ::.lpf)oial !il~~on~~va 1n 

Gonevu of lW!tlrio•'n Hod Oroao to Mltoholl, Dll'.ofi i;foS 
· · ow< 

·--<<::>ijj Insular and ~·oreign Opurnt1ona of Alllerian11 HeZI) ()I·o~~ 

:8. *~:0~ 

). 
/ 

~~ :.:;: ... :::0 

~ ~~ 

. b:Ecr.AsstF'nm • 
State Dept; Letter; 1'11,71! . < .... 

J3y R. i.i>~fk8 D,;te SEf> .151972 
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TO 

~7 FROM 

Mr. Peble 

L. S. Lesser 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

April .20, 1944 

Attached hereto is a oopy of a letter from the American 

Red Cross with respect to the possibility of feeding Jews in 

Yugoslav concentration camps. The World Jewish Congress, who sent 

us the attached, are of the view that strenuous action should be 

IAJ .f M to agree and think that we ought to oome to some oonclusion as to I 
talcen to reverse the blockade authorities• position. I am inclined 

~ r ~ h~ to -~ thi• .. ,..,. turther -l;v. 

(f /1;/V 

-')':· 



. '}:· 
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FMH-967 
This telegram must be 

paraphrased before bejng 
commun~cated to anyone 
other than a Government 
agency. ( SCOO) 

Secretar¥ of State, 

\Vashington. 

COPY 

" .. nu1o31 f'OPY 'JUR 'ton~n 
Dated April 18, 1944 

rtec 1 d 7:48p.m. 

For security reasons the I 
7 

a l text of ttiis messa,.,."" l'l'l'"'t 

31B5, April 15, 10 p.m.·---'-·~--c_l_0_,_a_l_y~~-1-~~r~d~e~rt~·: ___ ··_u __ _ 

FOR DiPAH'l11EN'I AND FE.A 

It ~culd te appreciated if Department would repeat to 

Embassy Department 1 s reply to Bern 1 s 2122, ApPil 6, repeated 

to London aa 539 and 2305 April 13 repeeted to London ~e 589. 

In opinion of EWD there would ~e nc p9~ticulsr difficulty or 

delay in clearinf?' purchases in question witr.. MEW. 

+rat action on purchases finance.'J Mi th funds remitted at in

stan~-w~:;.Refuge-e Bos.rd be acted on jointly by BPi tish 

and();~:;;ives as in case of purchsses for othe'r relief pur-
' ~ 

poses. 

RR 

WIMN'i' 

DECLASSIFIED 
State neP:t.Lett<ir, 1.11·711 

By :R; l{•J;'arks Date:..S.Ef.. 1 5 

. ·>i'' T 
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FRO!H 

TO: 

NUNBbi\: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

The American Minister, Lisbon./ 

The Secretary of State, rfashington 

April 18, 1914 

1156 
><' 

There follows in substance a paraphrased message for 

Leavittf Joint 1 Distr~bution Committee, Ne~o1 Yo.rk, and the i'lar 

Refugee Boe.rd from l4r. Joseph Schwartl: 

The lnternatlonal1Hed l.lroas out of the funds supplied by 

us has sent to Poland Jloo,ooo Swiss france 'l'rorth of ~od and 
----- :"'" - f',:) 

aed1o1ne. During the last four or five weeks over tflree ~undred 
I . ??~ ogg -~ 

children f!'_()m~_l"l'R:.~~-!_l.!_~!~rri ved in Sw1 tzer1and antf'ltl!~~ 
"' . -• ... . • - - ~ ;;-'~I iZ -

being cared for by local groupe. During the past t~ to~tfe 
.... ----~-~---- ~ -~·_: t:/Jf 

weeks sixty-foul' refugees including two oh1ldren h~e oo)!le.) to 
---:r-~----· ---·· -- .. --~---· . ··- -----· ·------~~. ··- ------------t7---'-~---
Spain fl'oro FrAnce. Most of theso recent arrivals 1r1ho are in 
-------~--~- .... 

Leri cla are being maintained by our BaroeJ.ona. ~ft'ioe. Arty day 

I· shall 
I ,1• 

we are expaot~ng the arrival of a group ot ohildran. 

keep you informed. 

DOR:l4PL 
4/19/f.t&. 

NOR~IEB 

DECLASSIFIED 
• State Dept. Letter, 1-.11·72 

By lL H. P~ i:iate.s.E£-l5 ·1972 
- ·-· 
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CABLE TO BERN 

Reference your number 2122 of AprH 6, 19M.. 

Jn··vtmv-·of urgency,_ D3partment, ·Mu· Refugee Board 

·and ·r?.K·feel' tn.:t :List specified~ il: B ei}your numbei'.l334 of 

March 4, 19M, is not subject to joint approval of British and 

Amer-ican Lega'tions, Bern, Interne.tional Red Cross should be 

advised at once that this program has full approval of this 

Government. International Red Gross is urgently requested to 

get the program under way as soon as possible, 

~- .· . 
·')~·· ~· 





; i 

April 17, 1944 

li.El.:ORANDUA: FOR THE FILES 

'Not having heard from Jill'. Ki~er, I called lir. z/rky 
and advised him of the problem and of ti1e delay. l<lr. Zarky 
checked into the matter with li.r. Kiaer and was advised by him 
that ilir. Kiaer had not even been able to obtain copies of the 
pertinent cables. I inmJediately called Mr. Kiaer and arranged 
to supply him with copies. He later called at my office and 
I read to him the proposed reply which stated that the Depart
ment, War Refugee Board and FEA felt that the i terns in list 
l E of No. 1334 fr9m Bern was not subject to joint approval of 
the British and American Legations at Bern. 11r. Kiaer stated 
emphatically that FEA could not agree to such a cable without 
prior clearance with the British under standing arrangements. 
He stated that if the ~atter were referred to London we would 
undoubtedly encotmter considerable delay because the British 
have expressed concern over the fact that thj.s program had not 
originally been cleared with them. 

Iii order to avoid further delay, it is reconunended 
that we try to get State to agree to a cable stating flatlyi that 
the items need not be submitted for the joint approval of the 
British and J~erican Legations. Even if we agree to the submission 
of these few items (insulin and narcotics) to the usual clearance 
procedure, the whole program may be endangered. l.!r. Kiaer indi
cated that if we did submit these items to the British, they would 
undoubtedly take that opportunity to question the whole progran1. 

F. Hodel 
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CONTROl COPY 

. ~· 

PLl,IN 

Lisbon 

DntEd J.pril 15, 1944 

REc 1d 2:48p.m. 

;·;c.shington l

r- llWRr: \i!T OF STATE 
Vi' 

t [-;H<l6:· 

SECrEtary of Stat'E 

i ...... ~ ,rNs 
' ·'"' ·~:::cmms i 
---~·~ .......... ~----··--~ ...... - -~--1 

JosEph Schvmrtz rEquEsts that follovling tElE.:;rma 

bE trc.nsmi ttEd throu.:;h ;:c.r REfugEE Board to Lmvitt 

_Joint Distributing CommittEE, NEW York. 

11 IntErna tionnl REd Cross Lisbon ndvis ES possiblE 

sEnd food packagEs in lcrgE quc.ntitiEs from l.zorEk pro-

vidEd cuthorizction blockadE uuthoritiE:s rEcEivEd. 

PaclmgE consistinG 500 :::;rnm mch of'(UNNY in,b'il,nnckErEl 

in oil and crEam of svr EEt potc. to nnd__jO cignr·Ett Es cost 

57 Escudos which is r,mch ch EC.p Er thnn pricES prEvailing 

Lisbon, Pnckt:'.gEs could' bE mc.dE up EithEr ;,zorEs to bE 

sEnt dirtctly various cc.nps or sEnt in bulk to Lisbon to 

bE packEd hErE in individual pc.rcEls. If pErmission 

nvo.ilc.blE IntErnationc.l REd Cross would bE rEndy hnndlE 

EntirE opErc.tion for UnitEd :OtatEs." 

NOR\"/EB 

RB 

:.-t-

'·:~··-c.:· 
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April 14, 1944 

AEI.:ORANDUM FOR THE FTLES 

On April 13, 1944, an informal conference was held 
with Mr. Kiaer of FEA, concerning the proposed cable to the 
International Red Cross. Messrs. Abrahamson, McCormack, Mczin 
and 1~ss Hodel were present for the War Refugee Board. 1w. Kiaer 
was giv~ a copy of the proposed message and the position of the 
War Ref\tgee Board with respect to clearance with the blockade 
authorities in London was explained to him. Mr. Kiaer agreed 
to discuss the matter with 1\r. Powell and Mr. Stone and to 
obtain their preliminary views m1ich he agreed to convey to us 
as soon as possible. 

On April 14 Mr. Kiaer telephoned Miss Hodel and 
advised her that both Mr. Powell and Ur. stone were opposed 
to clearing the cable for FEA without prior clearance with 
the British blockade authorities. Mr. Kiaer stated that FEA 
would take this position formally with the State Department 
upon receiving a request from state for its views on the pro
posed action. Mr. Kiaer also raised the question of whether or 
not the cable had been cleared with the military auth.orities. 

In view of the foregoing and the strong position we 
have taken with State concerning prior clearance with London, 
it is proposed that this matter be raised at once with Oscar 
Cox. 

~,r / 

\) 

F. Hodel 

-1)~·· ~-· 
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April 13, 1944 

ME!lOR;lNJUM FOR THE FILES 

lk. Riegelman advised me today that the problem 
raised in Cable No. 2122 of April 6 from Bern has been under 
discussion between State and FEA. Mr. Kuppinger of State is 
strongly urging FEA to make a special case of this matter and 
to obtain their immediate clearance without raising the matter 
with London, Riegelman stated-that Kuppinger is aware of the 
urgency and has impressed FEA with this fact. FEA agreed to 
clear the matter by Monday, April 17. 

April 14, 1944 

I discussed this matter with Mr. Kiaer of FEA, who 
stated that he realized the urgency and would have a reply on 
the matter very shortly. Before giving FEA 1s clearance, he 
desires to check into the regulations and instructions mentioned 
in the cable, 

F, Hodel 

' 
' 
\~.· 

·,_,'· \ . 
. ,, 
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FROM: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
./ 

American Legation, Bern I <:___,_ t-. , 
. I 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED: April 1~, 1944 
( 

NUMBER: 2305 CONTROl CU~"-,.._ 
Reference LegP.tion 1 a cnble of March 4, no, 13~4. 

The whole of the orojected purcheee scheme from 

the $100,000 given by the Joint Distribution Committee 

hes no'" been referred by the Joint Relief Commission to 

CA and CS for approval. An early rerly is requested by 

the Legation to its cPble of April 6, no, 2122 (to Lonrl.on 

Ul. 539), 

Ne have repeAted the foregoing message to London 

for the Embassy's information. 

C5 
rv 
co 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date..8.r.JLJ · ') JCJ7? 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT _t. ,_ 

FROM: 
( 

1)~ 
AMLEGATION, Bern. ~/ 

Secretary of St<,te, Washington. 

TO: 

:::;1 •. 1944,_7 p_.m. .coNTROl COP~ DATED: 

NUMBER: 

war Refugee Board sends the follo••ing for the Minister: 

Hith respect to the proposed purchase of food by Inter

cross ir; Portugf.l to <tid three refugee camps in Croatia, 

:>our telebrf',m of Msrch 24, 1944, no. 1828, you are requested 

to deliver to Intercross the following urgent message 

from the >iar Refugee Board: 

In order that licensing of necessary rerni tt,;,,nces may 

be expecUted, it is requested tl:JR t you inform the Board 

immedie.tely regf,rding ~he follo1'ilng: (l) the number and 

ne. tionali ty of the persons in the three oarnps who C<re to be 

helped, (2) the estimate of the cost involved, (3) the 

kind of food to be bought for packaging in ?ortugal and 

(4) assurance that such food supplies will be received 

by the intended beneficiaries. 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. lL Parks Date SEP 1 5 1972 
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·-..... 

l 

Apl'il 5, 1944 

2:15 p.m. 

lftONt J. W. Pehle 

cable de11Jlllt.ohe4 as aoGn as ponalblt9. 



qepp to !PI 

l'raa War Refugee Board 11o Harriaon 

With reference to 7aar llo. 1828 of_ lfaroh 24, 19.44
1 

oonoel'll1Dc Pl"OJIOIIIIII Jllll'ohaae ·tv Intuoroaa of food in Partupl 

to del three retugM CIU.pl in Oroau., pleaae d.Uver the 

fGll.OW1Jic urpn11 aenqe to Interoroaa frca the War ltetugee Board1 

•& ~er to expedite Uoeu1111 of neoea11a17 

realttaracea IUid to aeCJUN nanoena, pleaae advise the 

Board a1l Cllllae N (1) Dllllber aDd Datloaa11_. of p8l'8Cllll8 to 

be aided in the three oampa, {2) appradllate coat inYolvea, 

(3) t,pee ot food to be JlUI'ohaslld in PGl'tugal for PAUaA, 

8114 (4) a&IIUl'aJloe tbat suoh food 8Upp]J.ea w111 reaoh inteDLie4 
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PAHAPHRASE or TELEGRAM RECEIVED ~ ~~ 
fROM I The Amirioan Miniete••· Bern 

TO: The Secretary or State, Washington 

DATE: April 8, 1944 
)( 

NUMBERI 2122 

- CONTROL COPY~ 
Aa outlined in paragraph one (E) or ~egat1on•e number 

1334 dated Maroh 4, the l1at·of aurg1oal ~eaa1ngs and 

medios.i supplies for purchase t,)ltpment flo Jewhh refuge" 

has been submitted to two Legations by the mixed relief oom-
/ 

mission, International Red Orose. ln•~l1n and what appears 

to be na£cotioa are among t_he supplies. la tbe Legation oor

reot in its belief that the llst mentioned abo•e is not subJect 
= 

to the Joint approval ot the Bzo1tl.eh -~-~~ this Leptlon and that 

narcot1os and insulin not rtqulred ~· referred to London 

Jointly undtJO instructions contained in the exchange' of mesattges 

between the BPi tlsb Legation and -.he Mih111Jt:ry Of Eoonomio WllJ'

fare since puoh (*) UUes funde turned .~·ur ~o the Red Orose 

under Treasury lioenee wi tb full ltewUt In this oonneotion 

pleaee see tele pam QW!Iber 441 M~esy Lo~~~p to LegaUo"- dated· 

remal'F 26. ' To LOndon ~t.s is btl~ JOepf4~ed. 

Slnot the LegaUon 1s v1 tbhold1ng a re~iJ,y to 1!he mixed 

zoeUef ·oomm1Ss1on, ••riJ 11ls111'~ouona troill 6.4 Depa..,:tlroent ue 

nftUatea. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept; Letter,l·ll-72 

By R. lL Parks Date.s..ER.J 5 1972 

. ~~·· 





FROM: 

'1'0: 

DATE: 

PARAPHRASE Of TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

, The American Minister, Bern.r 

The Secretary of State, Washington 

April 1, 1944 

NUMBERJ' 2031 CONTROL ~op~· 
~oat>" 

A letter from the Interaa~&ea.- Committee of the Red 

Oroae dated March 27 is aummarlzed as followe (please refer 

to my nwtber 1850 dated March 25, 1944): 

1, The aotiv1t1es of Interoroee on behalf of war v1ct1me 

in that part of Europe will be affected br events in Hungarr· 

and the possible oooupat1on of Hungary and Slovalla. Oerta1n 

adJuetmenta are necessary in tbe Joint 1001 000 dollar :r·el1ef 

program e1nce the last poaa1b111t1ea of obtaining relief 

foodstuffs w1th1n Europe apparantlr are dw1n411-.. 

2. If the plana of the War Retug .. a Board tol'ilsc~aa cer

tain part1oularlr stricken sroupe of ratuaael ara not to be 

too·late, rapl4 aot1on 11 neoaseary. The n•oaas1ty of ac

cepting the auggest1on to lend 1t (lnteroroas) »&rOell of 

underwear and too4 1a u.aed bf Intsroroas - please :refer to 

paragraph three of., nuabtr 1881 4ate4 Marob 8). fbeae 

puoela would be etore4 1n Gene'fa ana only atter oonourr~moe · ot. 

a repretentat1ve ot the War Hefugee Board to whom full intorma

U_oft and oontrol vouche:rs oould be eupplhd, l(ould tber bt 

4eepatohtt. 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-'lll f. 
By R. H. Paxka Date--S£J2...l!) 1972 
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S. #2031 from Bern 

3. The neoeee1ty of aid to ohlldren'in certain parte 

of lurope and to prisoners~n concentration oamps ie empha

sized by Interoroes - please see paragrapbe Bl and 01 in my 

number 1366. 

f. Aooeptanoe of .. ~eroroes proposals is etrongly reoom

mended by the Legation. 

DORa MIL 
4/&/ft 

HAFI~ISON 
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F.HOM: 

PARAPH.HASE OF TELEGHAM SENT 

SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON 
/ _. ' /· 

TO: AMEEGATION 1 LISBON 

DATED: '~MJ\liCH 25 1 1944 

NUA::BEH: 860 
~ 

The following is the substance of a message from the 

War Refugee Board from Joint Distribution Committee for 
.; 

Joseph Schwartz, Care~6f Donald Hurwitz, 242 Rua Aurea, 

Lisbon, 

Nothing is known here regarding any remittance of two 

hundred thousand dollars for medical supplies and food to 

Intercross. Joint Distribution Committee remitted one hundred 

thousand dollars for-purchases of food and other supplies in 

Switzerland, Hungary and Rumania to be distributed by Inter

cross. in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Ru@ania. 

Our first remittance of one hundred thousand dollars to Ankara 

probably caused_ the confusion. An inquiry~as to who remitted 

two hundred thousand dollars should be made through Saly Mayer 

' vrev;t:JJ from Intercross. The Joint Distribution Comrr.ittee is _ 

to make an initial grant of one hundred thousand dollars for 

expense of bringing children into Spain. If abandoned children 

are brought from France to either Spain or Portugal, we expect 

United States Committee guarantee will be available. We have 

requested Washington to confirm this to the Legations in 

Spain and Portugal so that required assurances can be given 

to_ -each country. We have remitted ten thousand dollars to 
DECLASSIFIED -

State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 you 
By R. H. Parks Date.-S.Ef..1 5 1972 
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you for Portugal under special license no. W-2134 and twenty

fiv~ thousand dollars under special license no. W-215'5' as first 

installment toward expense of children from France into Spain. 

The Legations in Madrid and Lisbon_,will supply you with in

formation about these licenses. It is especially important 

that you ascertain London policy and procedures with respect 

to issu'ance of certificates for Palestine after !.larch 31. It 

is sincerel~~o~ed that the procedure can be greatly simplified 

so as to facilitate the issuing of certificates with the least 

possible delay taking tnto consideration the potential emigration 

from the countries of the Balkans. You should keep us informed 

through the War Hefugee Board and the Legations. 

HULL 
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March 11, 1944 

111:50 a.m • 

'l'OI 111.', \ftlrrtm 

lmOllr J. w. peble 

D Will be appnoiated if 7011 '1'11ll have the attacheci 
uable tliflpatched at onoe to Joeeph Sobwarta, :C 08J1tral 
OounoU tor J8111ah Refugees, U)lper Woburn Place, Lcmdon, 
~om the American Jewiah Joint J)iatl1,blitioa COIIID$.ttcle, anc1 
bUl the Aller1oan Jewish Joint nletribution COI!IId.ttcle, Inc., 
~0 ltldison Avenue, New York, H. Yu tor the coat o.t' the 
1118&age and CUlT a:aner theHto~ 

Attaahllent, 

FHthd 3/9/44 

;)_-_ 

·~--· 



rr-. ,.,bl. \o 

tleaa~ clel1 nr ~be following ...,eage to Joftepb Sobwll'ta. 
~ central CO!Ul01l tor Jnlab Rel\lcfta,. Uppell' WoWrll Place, toull1JD1 

fl'Clll the A.llel'1CU Joiab Joint DiaWibll\1® CO!IIn1 '•· . 

lltauge bel:lU• . No kaowlecJae here ol rtllll~Qntla ot two 
blllldJ:'ed thOUUid dollan to DltemaUoaal Red croea tor tOoct1 Hd1oal 
811l'Pl1H •8\op D re111t.tea one hllllldHd tllowlasld clollare tor piii'Glwros 
fOOd ot!Mtr llllpl'Jllaa 1ft 81rU118'laad1 lfUIIaall'y1 RllllaDla to be clietr1bl&'-4 

by Red erose :tn CIHhoalcmak1a, JlliCIIIJ.a~a, RIUIIIJlM and Html!U¥ Stop 
Perhaps confus10D created by ov tirat. l'Ulttaaoe ou b11.1ldrecl thoUHnd 
dollan to Turkey Stop Cam Saq llliJV uoenatn frail ntternational 
Red crus '11110 re!lt\ttld t.wo bllllcb'ell t.houOI\ dollars. Stop str.mgl,y 

urge you do aot plan tl'ip to SW4an e.nd rt.et danger lleille held tbtra 
tnclefinl.tel7 Stop Dpor\ant. ;you return Lt&bcm aoon ild.tiate reaoue 
aeaaurea thi'O\Iib Spain S\og W. HM\7 authont~e t.n1t1al grant OM 
bwldre4 thOlllland ctollara ~or c~t• bJ'1Diiol oblJ.da'en :t.n\o B.Pldn stop So 
tv u we knoW vuu ~ Ull1tad · 8tatee · cOIIIllUtflo gllllftn\a avaU.abla 
if a~Obed cbUUe 1D l'l'enft bnll8bt either Bpatn or POrtugal &kp 
we l"eelue&tiUB lfUM.iJgttm cant.Lra · ~· to JAtlat;iorut Spaf.n awi Port.t.18al eo 
\bat· l'eqlllaS.te ua~•• eao be g1wn bo~ cowrt.l'ie.e Stop, llolllttt.lng 

to jva.· uMGI' epeo1a1 UO.... JIO. ~ ~ ~11114 dollars ti)J" JWtugal 
-and under apeotal Uceulkt Ro. \'fooo21Jj '11111 rtm1 t to &MlwtRA tlll JOill' . 

retum. L1•bon \1nlat;-fiw t.~ dol.l.Ua aa flr'at. ~' t• 
~ cbU.mn fi'GII F.rBIIU,. . ~ cnit reegpt IJ*iallieellN t• 

.. -I 
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!'Qrtugal fra .AIIeriean Lega'liian ~ebon and lioa:Dse for Spain froa 

.American BnbuB7 lladrid Stop Importan\ you aacertain London policy 

and particlllarlT procedures regarding 1sslW10e Palestine oert1£1oatea 

after llarOb tlli.rty first Stop Hopa prooedll.l'es oari be aillq)lifiod Gl'der 

expedi.te ieeuance certifieatos with least delay in viEilf pending iladgrat10D . 
f1'0111 Balkans 8\op Jreep us or Peble advised teavitt End of MeBsaga. 

/ 

'. - - 1 
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of remittance of two hundred_ thousand dollats to 

International Red Crose for food, medical supplies Stop We remitted one 

hundre'd thousand dollars for purchases food other supplies in Switzerland, 

Hungary, Rumania to be distributed by Red Cross in Czechoslovakia, 

Yugoslavia, Rumania and Hungary Stop Perhaps confusion created by our 

first remittance one hundred thousand dollars to Turkey Stop Can Saly 

Mayer ascertaimfrom International Red Cross who remitted two hundred 

thousand dollars Stop Strongly urge you do not plan trip to Sweden and 

risk danger being held ~there indefinitely Stop Important you return 

Lisbon soon initiate rescue measures through Spain Stop We ready 

author~ze initial grant one hundred thousand dollars for costs bringing 

children into Spain Stop So far a, we know visas under United States 

committee guarantee available if abandoned children in France brought 

either Spain or Portugal Stop We request~Washington confirm this to 

Legations Spain and Portugal so that requisite ass,;rances can be given 

both countries Stop Remitting to you under speci~l license number ~',l_t[;¥ 

pn thoueand dollars for Portugal and under speci!!tl license number M.L:.dJ.r:S'f r; 
~ ~L.fu .. n ... f...L h..c.:a.O-r.i..~\2..r 1 olrp ·""" q J~ ...... .:./; l.l.l·4 .... "1b(~t;~:., 

will remit to Sequerra 1111\ter your i-Patrn'oUcna up be the 11_ mit of liqa..., 
<\ -~.c 

for .attt bringing Children from France. Please await receiptAlicense for 

Portugal from American Legation Lis"cn and license for Spain from American 

Embassy Madrid Stop Important you ascertain London policy and particularly 

procedures regarding issuance Palestine certificates after March thirty 

first. Hope procedures can be simplified order expedite issuance 

certificates with least delp~ in view pending immigration from Blakans. 

Keep ue or Pehle advised. kv:.et' · 

.. -, 
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FROM I 

TO: 

~/~~ 
. {;?:;W~~/ 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Amer1oaa Lesat1on, Bern 

.seoretar~ of State, Washington 

I., 

DATED: March 26, 1944 

NUMBERt l&B<f ...-.lliiil~DMT~Ol COP~ 
Reference 1e made to Lesation•a telegram of March 23, 

no. 1774. 

It 1s stated b7 Intercross that reoent developments 

in Balkans necessitate change 1n entlre plan of aotlon 

and that theJ doubt whether it ie possible to obtain 

from Hungar.r anr more toodstutta. In a taw dare Inter

cross 'Vllll::flz.eport further, aocord1ng to thelr statement. 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. :Letter, 1·11-72 1972 SEP 1 S · 

By R. H. Parks Date.-=---
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PROJia American Legation, Bern· 

TOa Secretary of State 

DAD»• llaroh 2-, 194JJ CONTROl COPY 
Ji'OI 1828 

)I 

Reference ia made herewith to the Department•• 

telegram of March 20, 1944, no. 916 and previous. 

The f'olloVing 1a a S\1111111&1'7 of' inquiry f'or War 

Ref'ugee Board hom International• Committee of' Red Cross a 

It ~:~an be made available b,- Jewish organisations 1 
'" ,, . 

Intera.oae d881res to purchase certain food products 1n 

Portuga1 tor reliet ot groups ot Jew1ah refugees not 

inclUded 1n the plan ti'UI8m1tte4 1n the Leption'a 

tele~ Of' ~ 4, 1~, no. 1},4. Intercross desires 

to take auoh aot1on 1D Win ot the 1no1'8&111nS 41f'f'1oult1n 
-... 

ot Pvchu1ns food 1D oeiltl'&l. Burope Vb1eh 1a further 

oapUeated bJ' recent events 1n 11\uagaJT. In particular . 
Iateruoea viehea to atd tb1'ee ret'qee camps 1n Croatia" 

1thtJn the delegate report• tllat food oOD41t1GU are pre-

...... 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington ; <. ·-.) 

TO: J -
American_Legation, Bern 

DATED: March 20, 1944 

NUMBER: 916 
J( 

Given below is the substance of a message which you 

are requested to please deliver to Intercross, Geneva, 

from \var Refugee Board, referring to your cable of March 

4, no. 1334. 

The following concerns the equivalent of 
J 

$100,000 in Swiss francs received from the 

Joint Distribution Committee which was referred 

to in your letter of February 29, 194t, addressed 

to the United States Legation at Bern: Joint has 

informed the';~a.r Refugee Board that fuii discretion 

in respect to the use of the funds under reference 

has been placed in the Intercross, but Joint hopes 

that the Intercross will, after consulting with 

Saly Mayer1, coordinate the proposals set forth in 

Februar7 29 letter with the teedins program being 

carried out in TUrk&J at present and with the work 

which is being done by Saly Mayer. Joint assures 

the Intereross that no exPloitation for propaganda 

purposes will be made or thb re11ef action. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-ll-7l! 

By''R. H. Parks Date~ 1 5 1972 
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TOt Hr, Warren 

l<'ROI.I1 J, \'1, l'ehle 

March 11, 1944 

10:50 a.m. 

It w1U ou llppraoiated if you Will have the 

attaoh&d oablo to Bern daapatohed at onoa, 

FHtlab 3/l0/44 

- - I 

i, 
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CABLI.\ TO BlliRN 

Reference ;your l3J4 of March 4, 1944. 

War Refu.geo Board requests that follcming message be 

delivered to International Red Cross, Geneva, 

"lleference your letter FebrU1U7 :l9 to the United Stntes 

Legation, Bern, re Sllias franc equivnlont ot 3100
1
000 

received from American Jowish ,Joint Distribution COln!!littee. 

Joint hall advised l'lllr Rofugoe Board that International 

P.ed Cl"Oilll has full ili.scJ•etion with respect to tho uao 

of the funds mentioned above, but Joint hopos InteJ'Oross 

Will consult with Stlly t'llyvr and Will coordinato programs 

outlined in letter ot ~~bruary 29 with tlw vork being 

done by Saly Mayer and With the feeding progr.am now 

gOing on from Turke;y. Joint aasures nateroroea it will 

not axploi t tins relief action far propaganda purposes. n 



. I 
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~r~~ 
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT C~~/ 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington '--....1- • 

., TO: American" Embassy, London 

DATED: March 17, 1944 

CONlROl COPY NUMBER: 20,3 

In connection with the following message we refer to 

your cable of February 24, 1944, No. 1541, regarding dis

cussions with Nahum Goldman/ of Vlorld1 Jewish Congress. 

1JI 

1. The cabling to Intercross for a report regarding what 

" areas in occupied Europe the International Red Cross ·could 

operate in to provide food and medicines to the Jews and other 

persecuted minorities in those areas and to advise Intercross 

that the War Refugee Board is ready to see that funds far 

necessary operations .are made available immediately was one 

of the firat actions of the War Refugee Board. Intercross's 

urgent request to Intergovernmental Commitee for funds to 

purchase foodstuffs in Rumania, Hungary and neutral countries 

for distribution to internees in central Eur()pe was expedited 

by the War Refugee Board and the 1uuerican Jewish Joint Distri

bution Committee immediately made ~vailable to Intercross for 

this feeding program $100,000~ as was stated in our cable to 

you of February 9, 1944, No. 1029. 

No decision has been made_ by the War Refugee Board to 

approach the blockade authorities regarding the shipment of 

supplies t.o the Jews and other persecuted people of Europe 

from·this country. 

5. The license 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Leiter, 1-11·711 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 5 1972 

. ' 
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~· The license whioh the State Department i~sued in 

December to the World Jewish Congress was amended later by 

the Treasury Department with the State Department's approval 

permitting rescue and\l'elief opera,tions in enemy and enemy 

occupied territories up to a total cost of $100,000, of which 

amount there has already been remitted to Switzerland $25~000. 

A license was given the AmericanJ Jgwish Joint Distribution 

Co~itte~~o carry on similar operations costing $600,000, of 

which amount there has been remitted to Switzerland $200,000. 

Licensesto carry on similar relief and evacuation operations 

from Switzerland have also been issued to several other pri

vate organizations in the United States. 

As stated 1n our telegram of February 29, 194~ No. 1503, 

a detailed statement of the actions already taken and of the 

programs initiated to bring rescue and relief to t~e per

secuted people of Europe is being prepared by the War Refugee 

Board for your information and tor submission to the British 

Government. 

There is no objection on the part of the War Refugee 

Board to Jewish or other organizations in Great Britain ap

pealing to the British Government for permission to finance 

and carry on operations similar to those which this Government 

has authorized. 

HULL 

- l 

-.~.' 



MAR 9 1944 
3:30p.m. 

/ 
T01 !lr. warren 

FROJI1 Jo W. P&ble 

It wUl. be appreoiated 11' you wiU have the attaohecl 

cable to LOudon di8patobad :llllllediate~. 

,. --··I 



OABLI 'fO LOIIDOB 

Ref'erence is made to YtJUI' oabllt lo. l54l# February 24, 1944, ooa
/ 

aerning d1aeuse10Jl8 with Dr. lahua 0~ ot world Jewish CoDgreu. 

l. ()1e of firat aot10118 of War Refugee .Boanl wu to cable 

Dlternational Red craaa tar a repor\ coac81'111ng 1rlmt areas in oeeupt.ed 

!Urope tha Dltel'Dilt.iCIIIIIl Red CroQ could operate 1D to pJ'OV:lde toad 

ud lll'dloilld to the J1111B aDd otller paraeoo.ted alnori.Uea in thue 

areu 8lld to adVise Dlt~ that war Rafucee BOII1'd ia prepared to 

aee tbat flmds are lllUle availablAI iaedlateq far 1180N181'1 operatiou. 

All a\ate4 1D. Gill' cable" to ;vuo., wo. 1020 of Febnu;r 9, 1944. urgellt 

nquen ot llltennaa to lllttJrsGVel'llllental" e.ait.tee for funds to pur

ellue f'GGdst.'llfta 1D. Jb~Dgar;r• llUIIIDia ad 1181ltral countrtq tor dtaV1-

bat.ta to iD.te;rneu in centn1 Europe 11118 ex,pecU.te4 b;r war Ref'ug• 

JleU'd. end Merloaa lelfiah Jalat Dlawtbut.ioa Ccaa1ttee lla4e 1100,.000 
I 

a'tU.lable at Oll8e to DIWNI'on toz tills feediDg prOgrUia 

the wv aehgee Boanl lias not aaa MJ' deob1cm to approuh 

tile ~ &llthcrritlea e..,..miDg 't.be ehl,.an\ of aupJIUea fna t111a 

ORiltJT to tile leu a other penente• peOJ)le of BUr.,._ 
a. fte weld lswieb CQ81'8Q UC!UIIe lata\184 in Dtnabe.r b7 tu 

.. ~~ .... latv .... 117 the !HaiUJ ~t w1th -

appnrtd ot tilt State De,artaant. peJ'IIlt.ttii,IJ n .. ud :re11er o_perau .. 

lit .....,. u1 ...., ... tlpt.ell temtortea v.p t.c a tela1 coat of ttoo,GJO 

"I 
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of which $25,000 haYe already beon rami ted to Switzerland. The Ameri

can Jewish Joint Distribution Committee has been licensed to carry on 

similar operations costing $600,000, of l'lhioh $2001 000 hllve bean re

mttad to ~'Witzorland. Licenses have alBo been issued to several other 

prllvate organizations in the llnited States to carry on silll1lar relief 

and evacuation operations from h~tzerlando 

The li'ar itefugee Board, as stated in cable No. 1503 of Ii'ebruary 29, 

is preparing for your information and for submission to the British 

Government a detailed statement of the actions already· taken and of 

the programs initiated to bring rescue and relief to the persecuted 

people of bUTope 9 

Tho liar RefU£eo Board has no objection to JeWish or other organiza

tions in Groat Britain appealing to tho British Government for permission 

to carry on and finance operations sim:l.lar to those which have been 

authorized by this Government. 



Draft - ALaughlin jh 3/3/44 

CABU TO AllER! CAl'/ AMBASSADOR, LONDON 

Reference, E!:!bassy Dispatch #1541, February 24. 

With resnect to questions raised by Dr. Nahum Goldman, advise 

Goldman: 

l. (a) WRB has aT"'roved the snending of $100,000 by the 

International Red Cross, funds made available by Joint Distribution 

Cor.roittee, with authority to uurchase food in neutr"l countries and 

in Hungary and RumAnia, (b) WRB does not ileem it '"~vi sable at tt.is 

time to reouest British navicerts for the safe uassa<;e of the goncls 

to Europe. 

2. The United States Treasury on February 4, 1944, issued 

a license to the World Jewish Congress in Ne": York for $100,000, to 

be used for JC"·dsh rescue v:0rk in occunied countries, Periodic re

?OrtE= 'l:itn r~gnrd to nny 0!)9rations en?aged in under the license 

granted are to be filed with the Treasury Department through the 

United .States LeEPtion i.r. "ern, T:'le Joint Distrihuti0n Committee has 

not been gretnted a license for.::'i ,000 ,000. (a) The British Government 

has been officially informed of the issuance of the United States 

Treasury licenses referred to, (b) the entire question of licenses is 

under discussion, (c) the WRB does not feel in a nosition to' suggest 

policies to be Dursued by British private organizations. 





March 10, 1944 

The contents of the attached cable ~called to the 
attention of ;,;r. Leavitt! yesterday. He discussed the problem 
raised in Paragraph 2 with his people in New York and requested 
that a cable be sent to Bern, advising the International' Red 
Cross that it has full discretion with respect to the spending 
of the $10o,ooo', but that the J.D.c:' hopes International Red 
Cross will consult with Saly lJayer"and coordinate their program 
with whatever Llayer is doing, as well as coordinate with the feeding' 
program now going on from Turkey; 

Mt'. Leavitt advised >Vl th respect to the statement made 
in Paragraph 3 that he had already had th:is brought to his attention 
by the International Red Cross in Wash:ington and the J.n.c. will 
not exploit this program for propaganda purposes. 

F. Hodel 



-. 

\ 
.i<APHRASE OF fEL:WRAJ.I RECEIVED 

FROM: American Legation, Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED: March 4, 1944 

NUMliER: 1334 

A letter dated. J'ebruary 29 has been since submitted by 
the International Committee of the Red Cro1s furnishing in
formation requested. in the D8J18rtment's telegram no, 279, 
and detailing its proposed expenditures of the Swiss franc 
equivalent of $100,000 (429,000 Swill• francs) received from 
Joint, (See Department's telegram of JaJJJJ.ary 27, no. 279 end 
of February 9, no, 437 and Legation's telegram of February 18, 
no, 1028), Intercross proposes to upend thh 81lDI as follows! 
(A.) i'ranan1otria and Beaearabra: 100,000; frano1 to put at 
disposition of Intercross dele~ate in Rumania, in cooperation 
with Rumanian Red Oross, to purchase and dlstribute too Jewish 
refugees clothing available in Rumania, (B) The Re1aenstadt: 
two alternative propo1als for expenditure• for food parcels 
of 119,000 franca. (A) 9500 food parcels to beprapa.red in 
free port Geneva from materiah purchased in Hunpry: 84400 
franca to be tl}>ent for materials in Hunga17 and 34600 for 
labor, packing freight, et cetera, in Switserland; or (B) 
900,000 food parcels containing materials of Sw1sa, Slovakian, 
or ~r1an origin; 89000 franca to be spent in Switzerland, 
30,000 in H11llpl'Y and Slovakia, Interorosa states that the 
execution of the first plan 1s dependent upon receiving 
authorization from National BaDk for expenditures in Hungary 
and the second dependent upon baak and (Swiea?) export licenses. 
(C) Cracow: shipment of phamaceuUcal products to Jews then 
has recently been authorhed by German authorities. Intel\oo 
crou would dispatch 12000 klb1 of vitamin fortified milk 
laothsa costing 93000 franca; overhead 7000 franca. (D) 
Jew• in oampa in Holland and lJpper Sile11a: 40000 franca to 
be spent for 2700 food parcels of B.lDiprian origin, 1350 parcels 
for each deat1nation: 29500 franos to be spent in Hungary l!lld 
the balance in Switzerland. Thia ia again subjeot to the 
National Bank's authoritatione, (E) 70000 franos to be spent 
for Sw11s and foreign pharmaceutical products and Swi1s surgical 
clrening• to be distributed 26000 to J'wli Soheunter Stuhung 
Stell P Cracow, 12000 to Transn1atr1a. 7700 to Threeienatadt, 
61oo"'aa emergency reserve, and 12000 for Holland and l1ppar 
Silee1a, A total of 5300 francs of these 4raga are of fareign 
origin ( innl.in, merolmrochrome, perhapar and au:trosum) • the 
balaaoe Swiss. 

8. Before diaousatng the details of the above plan with 
Sal;r ~~.B¥er, Intercross inquiries were made of War Ref'ugva 
:Board as to whether it has d1aoret1oDaJ7 111 thorlt;v subJect to 
advice fr0lll&a¥er or whether he baa the flDal. word O!f>Jd1~1'1'rEn 
of funds which the Joint anpp11ea. State Dept. Letter, 1-11-79 

By R. H. Parks Date....s.£12.. 1 5 1972 
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3. Intercross Lexter warns strongly against exploitation 
of relief action for propaganda purposes ~ interested groups 
stating that publicit;y would 11kel;y result in the withdrawing 
of channels for relief which are now open, 

4, A separate tel!gram will follow containing a «Ummary 
of Intercross replp to questions raised in Department's tele
gram no~ 279, 

HARRISON 







G.59/2/R 
PX/lfL 

February 25, 1944 

The Director of the Intergovernmet:t<Ll 
Committee 11 D Regent Street, London 
SWl 

£'?ncern1ng: Aot1T1t1es of the International Red Cross Oonmitt.ee in 
faTor of J111111 in Rumania. 

W7 dear Director: 

Pursaant to our general 1!t11111111U7 of December 9, 1943, regs.rding the 
ei~tion of the Jewe in Gel'lllaDT, Jastern lurope, and the :Balkans, we taka 
the liberiy of gt Ting you below information on the act1v1 ties of the 
International Red Oroes Oommit\\e in faTor of the Jews in Rumania, 
leaving allde, hO'fftiTn, the question of relief to the deportees of 
fraDaniatrla, a queation re&arding which a note hae been hAnded to Kr. 
Inllmann ~n the occasion of ~is trip to Geneva. 

1. Mission of tJ1e Delesate of the Internatiopal Red Cross 
Committee 1n Tranoni•tria. 

In the course of ~ Journq lasting froa the lOth to the 21st of 
Deolllllber 1943, a daleqte. _of the InternaUonal OOIII!littee was able to vi sit 
the principal centers whei'e the Je'ffl deported froa Rumania to Transnistr1a 
are pthered, 'fhh miaalon will form the subJect of a report which will 
be sent to you anon. ' 

2. Repatriation of Jews deported to Transnistria. 
With the tron\ nearing Traninistrla, the deportees show disquiet 

and te811 to fear that mlllta17 operations in that t81'1'ito17 would become 
the oooaa1~n far new measure• &~Binet them. It ie appropriate, therefore, 
to speed lip .their repat1'1at1on to ll'alanla 88 IIID.Oh 81 possible. A first 
reeult has been obtai_ne4 in thla respect by the repatriation to llum9.'lia, 
in the laet 4qa of 1943, of 5,944 J111111, nat1Tea of Dorohoi, and 163 Qll.tiTee 
of other repont of the kingdom. 

We t17 now to o'bta~ th• returh to Rumania o1• to facilitate 
s1ci'ation to Palestine of other oateBOriea of deportees. 

J'or aeveral. month• the 1!.\Dianian IQ.thorltiea have let 1t be lmo'ffll 
that thq are dispo11.d t? pel'llltt. the return to RQmania of 6eported Jewt 
belonging to one f4 the followtoc oateBOi'ieel · 

!hose Who received mil1ta~ daooratione 
Public official 
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Pensioners of the state 
Widows of those who received military decorations from 1916 to 1919 
Those wounded in the War o! 1916 to 1919 
Since this decision has not yet been carried out to date, the 

question has been again brQU&ht to the attention o! the competent ~\thori~ 
ties by our d.alagato. 

We have also intervened in favor o! those Jews of Transn1etr1a 
who are the beneficiaries of immigration permits of the Palestinian 
Government, asking that thQf be ou~hori1ed to enter Ramania and to remids 
there until the time when they will be able t.o leave for Palestine" 

.A similar intervention has baen made in favor of 177 Polish Jewe 
doported :from Bessarall1a md :Bucovina or ncaped from the General Govern~ 
ment, who are amon,y; those deported to Transnilltriao A particularly urgent 
appeal has come to us from the J~Wo o:f Tuloin ('l'ransn1etr1a) n"lllllbering 
about 700. We have aSked the Rumanian authoritism to bring them as well as 
nll tho J'it<'n~ .!i\\11J.1j'~ in 1uualtt ius M~t oi thn railroE~.d. line Zhmerinkn--= 

· Odessa, to Odessa. ~nis request aeema to have been favorably aoo~ted sud 
18 now lain« studied b7 ~he anthoritiee. 

Incidontal!T, there are among the deportees of Transn1stria 4,600 
Jewish orphans, mosto:f them 1n the distrioh of Uogilev md :Balta, and a 
small number 1n the diutriots ~ J~11t:ra., Tuloin, Rabnita, and Golta, 
i.e in the north and oenter of Trananistria, 

On the 23r4 of December, 1943, the Romanian ~thoritles gave thsi:r 
agreement in principle to the transportat1 on ot 4,500 orphans accompanied 
by 500 adul h out of !t'ransnhtria • 

.Attar d1soussing various plans with the oompett~nt authorities, 
it has been decided to assemble the children in Nort~ern Moldavia where 
they will be iibl.e to wait in sa.fetf until thq oan sl!l1£rah either by land 
or b;r boat 

On-gBJliJIQ7 24, 1944, our delegation informed ua that the delegates 
of the Jewish 1nstitU1one in Raman1ahave 'been called to the Uinilltry of 
the Interior and that a plan for :repatriation has been establ1ehed, A 
mission has gone \o Tranenillt:ria in Ol'dfl'"to prepare the aseemb11ilg:-of the 
orphans and their t:ranate:r to :Liolda-..ia, • transfer to whioh the Rumanian 
Red Orosa wlll:~~end lh asaiDtanoeo 

As toon ae thifl mladon wUl have retul'ned 11'!)111 Trananietria, the 
date of the &IIBemliUUf of -~~8 in Oonatan~ OqJ,l4 'lle t~d, depend.iq 
on the t11!8 wlltn..tht q~e wQ.l l!orl'l'Y8 in Uql,pv~ (an uad.ertald.II€ for 
whloh oenalll tMwp~:rtathll 4lff10'GlUee wnl hjlYe to 'lle 19l.nd) and on the 
date on ,!f}l~h thq wlll lie •'llle to get their exU peJ'Dilt, · 
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When tho repatriation of different categories of deportooa ~numBratad 
above !rOill Tra.Bsnletria will have been carriud out, thoro will· still 
rfl!lla1n 1n that region the Jwe deported !rom :Bess arabia and :Buoovina, L IL 

about 42,000 persons 

"However, competent author1t;y hae given us the aesure.noe that U' the 
military ei~tion will neoeus1tate the evaauation of the civilian 
populSS.on of Tn.nanhtria, this operation will be carried en t without 
4i:st1nct1on ot raM or religion, 

The Jews 1n Jluoov1na 'lfflr& oompalled to wear the "Star of David", 
whioh fact u;poeed them to attnoke, 1fe BUOoeuded in getting the 
lluma.nian authorit 1ee to llllppreos this m~~aeure beJitlllillf> Jarms:r;y 26, 1944 .• 

On the other hand, the Jewa of that territor.y feared that the;y 
would not be able to receive permission to gp to the Old Kingdom in oaae 
of the evaauation of the oii'111an population of :Buoovina and arc afraid of 
lllieU"eatments in case tho Rllml!.nian adminhtration rlisap~ar'1" 

The administration of :Buoovina has aJ.roaccy g:tv!iln to 5,000 Jove, 
:\ .. o, about 1/3 of tho total rmmber, permission to loe.ve that province" 
'ife have a.P:ed the Rllnfinian authorities to give thes<:J 5,000 people pe=ieo1on 
to enter li!ld rellido in the Old Xin&dom whore Jewish Zamilies and Jewish 
organhationa could give them hospitality. 

S11111la.r permiseione haTe been asked in favor 0'! Jewe from :Bucovina 
in poaeeea1on of 1lllm1grat1on permits to Paleetine and for 200 or 300 Jews 
of Polish nationality who are in »uoovina. 

We tr.v to £0t the assurance that all Jews will be tlreated on the 
baaia of equality with other ~ian sUbJects in oase of total or 
psrtial evaauatlon of the civilian population of llaoovina .• 

J'inally, au delegation hasintervened to ask that '1'3 Jws who 
came :tr0111 Oernauti \o lla.ca.reet tor medical treatment ehO'IIld aot b& 
compelled ;o return to »uoovlna. Aooording to the Jli1;}test informa.•~ou on 
thi& abJect, thill requee\, although conceded i~ prlJi'cipl\'3,, hae not y&~ 
receival a dttinitive eolu,ion. 

4, 1J!11pUop o:t Jewe fi'Oi. Ruiania b.r L&ll4. 

Sinoe thia emlgation '11'01114 ·have te £0 by 'f/8.7 of JulFian an4 
'l'llrk1eh tenitor,v, the oonaent of these two aount:riea haa been •olicited-, 



The Turkish Government has deolared that it would permit the 
transit of 150 people per week, the transport oompridn& 10 percent 
adults, the reet children. 

The Bnlprian GaYel'lllllent baa approved thie arrangement, but 
since it dee1re4 to limit the number of adults to one or two, a new 
request has been addressed. to it 111 rtew of obtaining ih permieeion 
that each transport comprise 10 peroent adulta. 

It remains to eetablieh the liatsof emigrante and to obtain 
Rumanian, Bulgarian, and Tul'kieh vieae. The :Rumanian Red Crou will aak 
the Gel'!llall m111t&r7 authorities to pemit the passage of tho Da1111be. 

linall.T the Tul'kieh authoritt6e han been asked to permit the 
passage of more than 150 persona per week, 1t being understood that the 
mrplua would uee the maritime rw.te-

The Bnlp.rian boat, "llellao1tta• will be reaq to offeot the 
traneter of 1150 em1grath per weelr:o 

U 1e m t1c'-pated that the paBiage will be fro111 Kangalia to Istanbul. 
lllo replT haa been received ;vet to the request for safe oonduot 

a4dreeaed. to Bnaeian and Geman m1;hor1t1ee. 

The Oomm11;tec ~ill 1erve ae 1ntermedlar7 to notifY the ta111nga of 
the 1Bellaoi ua• to the bell!gerenh withont, howner, aelniii1J1C any reepon&-
1bU1ty. 

In addition two llu.lgadan ehipe sailing under the Bnlp.rian flag, 
the RfAUks.1 and the 11Jlar1t118•, are at the 41apoaal of Jewish' inetltutlona. 
However, H appen"'' ·._,,,,t thay will not be able to be I!IIP107e4 if the 
1'urkiah Government doee not permit tho paaqp of more than 1150 1111igrant1 
per weekp Bince tho -IJ!ellaoUta• would mfttoe for tble aenioe. 

We llhall not !'ail to keep ;you intomed of the relllllh of tho differen11 
ourrent lnterventto~•· 

Jor the Inte~V..O:aal OOIIIIIitteo of the Red O:roae, aooept, air, eto. 

( Sipe4) R. Gallop in 
DiY11ion of In*emeoa and Ol'f'Uian 

Prteoner. 
eo. Khe 0ha'11110e.7(8eo'y), Abl'abameon, Aksln, :Bernetein, Oohn, Dal!Ole 

J'riedllan, Gaeton. Hodel, La'U&blln, Leeser. Jiuztol'd, liNin, lloOormaok 
Paul. Pollak, Baine, lldth •. Stall41eh. ltewan. Jl,l), White, JUaa. 



TllAtiSLA'l'IOU FHOM !<'RENO!! 

My ctonr Diroot.or! 

0:,~9/:<: '. 
G.59/4 
G.59/'I/W.J.G, 

'rhe Dil'ec tor of tho Intergov0n:, · 
mental. J!efuge13 G()mmi.Ueo . 
.1),.!?..)1::Ui:-jn~,ii.J'2.\19.oll 'i!'. 

\'le have been ·informed by our delvgatioir in 'London t.hat 9 fo1lq·/ 
1.ng an appeal of the World J<:mish .Congress, tho Amcl:'ican•and B:dt:I.B!i · 
Governments have charged the .I@el'governrooiltal R<Jfugee Comm:i.ttGe rd.t.!' 't.\i(' 
task of investigating whether certain hmds.,should b6 p\;t eventually .cit;· 
tho disposal of the International Hsrl Gros:s Gqri.t•ii t.tee so. au ·t,o <mabln J'.~;
to prrchaao in Jo.'urope relief goods f<)f <:()r'taln groups of needy .laws in 
Germany, in the occupied countd.es, and :th 'Central Europeo Wo wish to 
express our gratitude for this genaro\.1s gesture in \'ih:i:()h wo. f!Qe a mQ.rk 
of ccnfidiihce and a valuable encourilgehont. of our efforts' to'a':i.d all 
tne victims of tlie war. · 

In' thE coiiDection, we. take· the )J.bct·ty of dra\1 ing your .at· 
tention to .the fo1loiving point 1 

When tho World Jm·iish Congress\a~ :lnformed us a few months 
ago oi' its· intention to Jaun9h an appeal to thE. Allied 'Governments ...• 
requesting_ considerable funds be put. at .the <lisposal '.5>f the Irit.ernatio~a1 
Red Cl'OSS Committee for help in Europe~ We were VBl'j:lhaprir to see that thi.s 
action was to have been undertaken in l'avot• of civilinn .victims ·or the wnl' · 
without distinction of race or religion; . n. seems,>h,owaver.: that tnis 
initial proje_ct h_aa__be~rt_ abanfumrul_nrid that it has been.decided tlilit tht:i' 
action uhder ·consideration should- bs limited to certiilli" gl'o\,pe-o:r:-Jowa ~~--. ~· 
in Central Europe . We stat~ IYith regret· t.hat·thia re,lltriction renders 
exceedingly difficult, if not illusory, the oarry:l-ng out of thia projectc 

· It would have a better ch!lnce <if acceptanc.e by the other party0 had it, . . 
been organized within the framework of a .general: action, . We. are ooiJ.\rin~ed 
that you will the better: underst~nd pJil• remark since your committee,>.too,c 
as 'VOUld appeal' f.'roin an article in_ tlio Times .ofc Fridnyg. October 15 ":6 has:. 
the intention of: exi;ehding its. activlties to an·pop1llatioris which Md to 
leav~r their domiciles• for racial, ..religioue, Oi,' politicaJ: reasOnS, . 

' .·-, .··_ -. .-. ,-- . - .- . 

We. could not be but ~appy o~er' such an ext~m;ion ~£ the . 
contomplil.te.d relief actionc since it W<;>Ulli enable us to s.ecure the li,id ·
of. certain ciroiea. whose concurrence . in . the cirollll\iltanc.cs i.s ooca~:ionally 
indiE;pensablc unti therefore. to increasE) considerably our· oluuicea of · 
obtaitiing tangible~~eaulta. · · · · · 
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not put the necessary Duma at our disposal, leaving us to judge in each 
particular case whethel' a given action is justified and whether. it 
could be accomplished under satisfactory oonditiolui. Any other, procedure 
would riak the loss of a number of occasions fo1· eff:l,cient action. 

In this oonnsotion, we should like to dniw your attention to 
the fact that only thoseamoilnts are or practical value to us the use 
or which is not lim.1.ted to neutral ooi.tntrieo, since the opportunities . 
for pi.trchase in the latter countries are fai1'ly restriotodo 

"Permit me, my dear Di~otor, to say aword about the Joint 
Relief Commission of the· International Red Cross, an.agenoy or the 
International Red Groos which has already been able.to carry out various 
relief actions in favor of Je\Tao It has .been created 'in 1940, by the 
International Red Croso Committee together with theieagu& of Red C1•oss 
Societies, and it has the taak of coming to the aid of civilian popu~· 
lations which have been made victims or the war, more ~icularly of 
women, aged, and ohildreno The closest collaboration exists between 
the International Red Cross Committee and the Joint Relief Commission 
over which I have the honor to preside. 

The Joint Relief Commission, amone other things, has sent food, 
pharmaceutical products, artj£icial tooth, spectacles, artificial limbs, 
etc,, to Jews interned in the camps of Southern France. Moreover, it has 
insured the distribution in these sa111e . camps of several tons of clothing, 
the gift of an American charitable o~~zationo ·The distribution of 
these gifts was supervised by the delegates of the· International lled Cross 
Commi tt-at:t . · 

. . - l 
I should Hke nOw to review the different co\mtries in which 

action in favor of J~ws C)ould be intensified ()l'.Unde;rtaken~ · 

· About 70,000 Jewieh deportees of Rumanian 1lQtionality ='" men, . 
women, and children -> in Transnistl'ia ·are now in a :ve~7 precarious 
position; especially fl•om the point of view of· clothing<. .. A delegation 
of the International Red Cross Committee was able, 'to get into that region 
(also into Odessa) and to investigat&·onthe_spot the opport\U\ities for 
helping them in oooperationiwith Jewish orgaid2ations in Rumim:la il.nd with 
the Rumanian Red Cross. All facilitiee lmve been acoo~ed to, us by the 
Rumanian "overnment9 and we. believe that our delegates will not encounter 
any difficulty in ~pervisirig the contemplated distr,ibution~ . We don't 
have reason to rear, 1;herefore, that'reiief sent :to needy Jews \vo1J.].d be 
utilized for tho benefit of PeOple othe1• than thOG'II for whom it WaS 
intended, In the first place, it would be necessary to firid shoes> which 
are l.lloking in Rtimariia for the13e Jews in neecl• If these<dopo1•tees could 
return in the neflJ' future io the territory of Rlllllallia proper, it .would be. 
necl)ssary to be able quickly to procure ,for them clcitliing.IU'Id ahoeso 
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an opportunity for extension, we shall submit new propoaitiono with a view 
to increasing the f'unds that would be put at your dispoaal*thanko to the 
generosity of the World Jewish Congress and of the interested authorities, 

Aooept, ~ dear Director, eto, 

(Signed) Carl J. Burckhardt 

Member of tho International Red Oroaa 
Committee 

• Probably missprint. Should read "at our disposal", 

oo 1 .Mr. Abraha!:!son, .Mr. Akain, .Mr. BernsteiD, .Mrs, Cohn, l!r, DuBois, 
llr, Friedman, lfr. Gaston, Miss Hodel, Miss X..ushl!n, Mr. lesser, 
llr, Luxf'Ol'd, llr. Mann, Mr. lloCormaok, Mr. Paul,, llr. Pollak, Mr. RaiDs, 
Mr. Sillith, llr. Standish, Mr. Stewart, llr, H. D. l'lhite, llr, Pehle, 





PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REOElftD 

rROMI American Legation. Bern 

TO: Secretary of State. Washington 

I' ' .'· '.' • ,. (,l 
I• 

" DATED 1 March 61 1944 

NUMBER: 1366 CONTROl GOPY 

.if 

Re~erenoe ie made herein to the Depart~ent•s 279, 

January 27i and 437, February 9: and the Legation's cable 

of March 4, no. 1334. 

In addition to detailing the proposed expenditures 

of funds donated by the Joint groupe. the International 

Committee Red Crose letter dated February 29, inoludee 

following information requested by WRB in the pepsrtment•s 

telegrams under reterencer (a) -general p~es1bilitiea and 

proposals for relief of Jewish retugeee and other persecuted 

groupe! (b) • proposals for relief for prisoners from 

:::P~:: ::::;1:; ::1::::n:;o:::g;:::: :::::b::~ ~d ,. 
Slovenia. \~ 

. 1. It 1B stated b7 the Interoroes that tbef 4~' :.almost 

oe.s-ta1n reUet oonelgnmenh .would reaoh thtir dut~natlone 

to Rumania, the Rea1enetadt and Judlsoha Unterstuttung 

Stelle; oraoowi abQUt co~atsnm•~te to w~ste.bork• Holland 

and 'oampa 1n Fsoanoe and uppe~ lillli!l!l"1a they ~n unoeJ-tat.n, 

~t the lntei'Orota propose• oe~atn proport1on ot auma 

pu~ at ite d1epoaa1 be d•vote4 to te.t thlPII!U\te thtoUt,Jl. 

9~atm·~
DECLASSIFIJilri. 

State. Dept. Letter, i-11•?:1 ' 
By n. a 'Parks nate....s.E.e;l,5:;jgjzi 
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channels hitherto untried. 

2. It 1s stated by the Intercross that lt will 

endeavor to keep to the lowest poeaible minimum any 

purchases made in Hu~sary ~r Rumania and will try to 
> 

procure goods as much as possible in neutral countries. 

Inquiry is made by the Intercross whether it can count 

on additional funds on condition that they be expended 

exclusively in neutral countries within limited available 

po ae4lb11i t 1e s. 

3. In order to avoid expenditures in enemy territory 

the Intercross propesee (Intercross apnrehensive of 

dange~e_of enemy abuse entailed by expendit~ee of foreign 

exchange in enemy territory) that stocks of relief mater

ials be shipped from overseas for deposit in Geneva which 

could be drawn upon as opportunities arise for deapatoh to 

relief centers. Opportunities for relief are often of 

short duration and·oannot be anticipated with certain 

types w1thout neoesai ty or fresh appealll on eaoh ooossion 

and a reserve depot would permit immediate action. It 1a 

suggested by the Intercross that the depot be under control 

of War Refugee aoard ~epreeentativet. Warm olothing, under

wear, and men•a large abe boots are the artiolee moet 

u~ently required ln Tranan1str1a. SUgges~• eeveral 

thouaan4 paroela each oontelnins a11ortment of olothlns, 

\Ul.,..,.. •• 
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undwrwear, pair of otrong boots parcels to be made up 

separately for men, women and children (not infante), 

It is suggested by the Intercross that the depot contain 

several tens or thousands relief food paroele of overseas 

origin.not weighing over 2 1/2 kilos and-containing non

perishable articles including canned goode, sugar, 

condensed milk, ovaltine, etc, The Interoroee is prepared 

to transport against reimbursement via Red Crose ships 

sailing from the United states and Canada to Lisbon and 

Marseilles, 1f the question of tonnage presents difficulties. 

4. It is stated by the Intercross that cooperation 

among the various Jewish relief groups seems impossible 

and observes not in interest of ~aim in view that it be 

revealed to one Jewish relief organization What the other 

organizations are doing. That relief plans be kept 

strictly secret is urgently requested. 

6. StreeelDS~$he importance or the relief program 

to include oppressed groups "irrespective of raoe or 

religion", the Int&roroes expreeses gratification that 

thie principle vas willingly agreed to by the War Refugee 

Board. It 1s believed bJ the Intercross that a broad 

relief program aeslstins various groupe is lees likel7 

to arouse enemy opposition than one which 1e confined 
.;:,.,_.':;:~-'-~-P_·~c: •. 

e~o1ue1vel7 to the aesistanoe of Jewish retugeee ~ot\$~-i 
. "'"?:!! .... 

InteJ'OrOI8 
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Inhroross proposes as beginning relief Allied nat1ont\l},.!{l1 

German concentration oampt and children in YUfoslavia (aee 

B anct C belot~). 

B-1. The Intercross proposes, in accordance with A-5 

above, that if funds are made available immediately tension 

relief to Belgians, Dutch, Norwegians, Poles, Greeks, 

Creche and other Allied Nationals enduring privation in 

concentration camps and prisons in Germany under severe 

secret police control (Intercross through informal channels 

hee obtained names of nearly all Norwegians, Dutoh and lnrge 

numbers of Poles detained in Oerman!ooncentration camps and 

prisons and urgently requests this faot be kept strictly 

secret) Interorose states organiaed relief baa up to 

present been prevented by the British blockade authori

ties, who insisted as condition that Oerm~e recognize 

these prisoners as prisoners of war and subJect to 

convention of Geneva. 

According to a statement of Intercross it bas made 

euoceasful teat ehipmenta ot individual relief parcels 

to these prisoners which were personally aeltnowlt4~ 

by the reo1p1ente and 1n several oaape lnteroroea 

del.esatee wel"e llble to ver1tr on the spot that ah1pmenta 

reaohe4 the person intended to receive them. The lnter• 

oroea 1a prepal'e4 to eubal t ••14e~oe ot auo~eeft· ;_pt0'~~~-
operat1ons 

., 



-6-

operations and proposes as start rood parcels be made 

available immediately to men and women in oampe and 

prisons 1n Germany for 1,450 Norwegians, 1000 Dutch men 

and women and 1000 Polish. Riske of benefiting the 

enemy are far lese than if free exchange expended 1n 

enemy territory for relief in Tranenistria. 
I 

1. Two groups of children in YUgoslavia present a 

particularly alarming situation, according to statement ot 

Intercross. eo,ooo children evacuated from Croatia to 

Belgrade and other SeJtrian to,ms are n particularly 

critical problem as they are undernourished, in need of 

clothing and health conditione are pitiful. Tm same 

applies to where conditione which were already b~d during 

the Italian occupation have now become increasingly serious 

since last summer and 100,000 children are eufter1ns from 

malnutrition as a result or complete lack of fort1f7181 

foods such ae milk, sugar, ovaltine and chocolate, 

2. It has been suggested b7 the Intercross that 

in order to allevidte this situation the War Refugee Board 

assign 220,000 trance, ot wh1tib 2001000 tor rood and 

20,000 tor medical rel1et to be d1v14ed equallr between 

oh114ren ln Blovenla and serbla. For the purchase of 

Slovakian sugar and Hungarian a11menta'7 paete~,about 

4&,000 trance would be uee4 and ]Jalanoe ot 200,~00 trance 

leta 17,000 
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leu 17,000 foi' administration, transportation, et cetera 

for purchase of Swiss food products. To prepare Swiss 

pharmaceutical products and surgical dressings would use 

about 20,000 france. It is proposed by the Intercross 

that these relief goods be shipped to Interoroee delegate 

at Belgrade for d1str1b~tion in cooperation with the 

Serbian Red Cross. 

If desired the Legation oan telegraph further details 

regarding the above proposals. Copy of letter is being 

sent by IRC through its own fao111t1ee Rnd we will also 

endeavor to forward a oopy. 

HARRISON 
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l'ROII: American Legation, :Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, WaShington 

DATID: March 4, 1944 

NUK:BER: 

A. letter dated. :rebl'U.ai'Y .29 hae been eince mbaitte4 by 
the International Co.mittee of the Red O•oee furn18hiac iD
fol'III!Lti on requenhd in the ])apartment '• telegraa no. 2!19, 
end d.etailing 1118 p:ropeeed u.pen41turee of the litrlea franc' 
equi't'alent of $100,000 (429,000 SWiss trance) received from 
joint. (See Dep!>.rtment r 1 telegram c4 lE1IIWll7 27 • no. 279 an4 
Gf lebrusry 9, no. 437 end Legation'• telegram of :rebrne.ry 18, 
no. 1028). Interdrose propoeee to expen4 thf.e SUM ae fo1lowet 
(A) Trananlr.tr16 and l!euaTabral 100,000; france to put at 
disposition of Intercro•s dele~te in Rumania; in cooperation 
with Rwnani.3n Red Oroes, to purobe.se .. .nd distribute to Jewieh 
refugees olothin;!; available in Rumania. (ll} The :Reieenetadt": 
tn alternative pnposals for expen41turea for food parcels 
of 119,000 francs. (A.) 9500foodrparoels to be prepared in 
free port Genev,, from materials purchased in llanpry: 84400 
frtnoe to be spent for materiala in lfunga.ry and 34600 for 
labor, fROking freight, et cetera, in Bwf.tserland; or (B) 
900,000 food parcels containing materials of Swlse, Slovakian, 
or Runge.rian origin; 89000 franos to be spent in ~1herlan4; 
30,000 in 11ungary' 111 d SloVlk ia~ Intercross eta tee that the 
execution of the fil'et plan ie clepen4ent upon receiving 
authorization from Jlational"llank tor expenditures in llungary 
and the seo::>rul depelldent upon bank ,and (Swlaa7) export licenses. 
(6) Cracow( shipaent of pharmaceutioal prolluch to Joe there 
has raoentl;v been authorized by- German authorities. Intel'
oross W'011l4 diepaioh 12000 kilos of vU&IIlin forUfled muk 
laotissa costing 93000 francs; overhead 7000 francs. (D) 
Joe in oa~~pe 1D Jlollani and Upper •Uellial 40000 franca to 
be spent for 2!100 faod paroeh of Hungarian origin, 1350 :raroele 
for eaoh d.eetination; 29600 trance to be spent 1n Hunp.ry and. 
the balaJWe in Switzerland. This is •in subject to the 
lfat1ona1 ll!ulltr a autborbati.ons. (ll) 70000 franca to lie spent. .; 
for Swiee and ferei&D pharmac111J.tioal• products and Swfae surgical 
4rne1D&• to be 41etdbut111i 26000 flo cJa41 Soheunter Stutaung 
sw_p Oraoow, 12000 to IJransnietrta. '1'700 to !hree1anata4t;;' 
6700 as •argangy reeal!Ye, and 12000 for ll911and and Upper 
SUeela. .A. totsl of 5300 :franca of 1hue tlnp are of foreign 
oripn (f.n81111n, 1181'0lmreohnme, pe:rbepar and actroP~~L), the 
balanoe Swiss. 

2. Before dillcro.seJ;ilg the details c4 the above plan wUh 
Saly ~er, lnteroroes inqulrlee u:re 11ad.e of 1far Refa&ee 
loar4 as to whether it has 4t.c:retlonar;y 111. thority mbJeet to 
adYtce f:roa llqer or whether he baa the final wor4ne~ 
at flul4e llhf.ch the joint IIUJIPliee. State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks DateM£J 5 1972 



3. Intercross Lexter wa~a atrongly acainst exploitation 
of relief action for propagand~purposes by interested groups 
stating that publicity would likely result in the withdrawing 
of channels for relief whleh 'are no• ~)en, 

4, A separate telegram will follow containing a uummary 
of Intercross r~ to questions ra&ae4 in »apartment's tele
gram no, 279 •. 

HARRISON 
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to the attont.lon of the AJJaepl.oan Legatba, ;;ene. 

A aum of fre70•t~10.• would bo necea&&IJ for 
the purchate of ~e4loal auppl1oG &ad tU~gleal dreoa1nga. 
Then pUNha.tng ?l"&p~ait101la han been eatabll.ahec en 
the ba•ia of rdlof o\maigJDeu'- 'fihloh we aeul ou aocO\Ult 
Gt othep donoi'&J thb 1,)1'~ raJ. be attl)jed to llloi11-
floaUcma du to eondltlou of purCl\ue. 

1teaa 
An nplauthn ia neoeu•J fer tb» f01101'tlltg 

- DG ppoonot&J of fol'fllu 
enoloatd llat ~Assortment B• 

Pl'Oiier:b meatlou4 (tl'tlll. !'»~t ~ui tail'e )J 

• §D!Jel&! Sgg!oal4f.t!!bu• 
~tbotto a.ue Qfl ~ .. aaufaotvecl in S.ltn,.. 
Jil4 ana aloh eu be • .,..w. 

JWWoorugp. 



FoNlgn phlll'lllb.c~mtio&l produoltll 
ao.ooo uniw JaauUD " tWO.-· 

Sptbst1o Svgio&l U.adag1 ..:J_.oo-)-

totd • tr.u.ooo-

S'ldn ~eeutioal prot\uta • 
100.000 l'olfvitlslft tablets 

Fore~ ~rcaeout1oal preduota 
au.o:JO unita Iuulii 
a kg• Meraurooknu 

SJUthttle Swgical dreaatapa 
total 

.. 



1 kg. tabl. 
s·: x l<:.i(; t$bl. 
20 x lCC table 

3 1 25 • .,. 
& • ,, Ulp. 

2 X 25C bbl. 
6 ;\ 25 (l!lf• 

lOO X 125 table 
10 x 25 tabl. 

1 ';f) ll 1 ;>. , •• 
20G'(} tebl. 

20 lt 50 tlllttl. 
5fJC t!lllpe 

1o.:o -•ttl. 
2000 tool. 
luJO tab!. 
)fhiO tatll. 

15 x 150 tabl. 
20 • soo /iii'• 
20 X 10 ill8pe 

20 ll IOU tattl. 
25 • 10 ... 
4 ll lOO ooa 

)0 lt 1/~ , .... 
5 a 150 taN.. 
6 • 250 , •• 1. 
6 a JC o;p~. 

6 x JO -· ~ a 100 tau. 
l :a so .., 

10 :a 250 t~l. 
10 a ao ..,. 

uo n. 
4 • 250 
5 a 1000 talil1. 
B a IJO talil1. 

10 • 10 P'• 
10 11. 
10 fl. 

110 A. 

~Old. 8300J'bla1ce O,a, (~ttaaln ~) 
B•co111• ( VUemln ll-f.umplu} 
B$nu.a ( Vl tmdn ill 
Benctrva-.forte ( v 1 lWllln Rll' 
tuo;')tt4ta 
~ortdon 

!odozos-forte (V1tos1D c) 
}•erre-He4oaon 
'tbtoool 
f.aroau 
spa•aelTtto (AtroplB•PapaYerla) 
lU. tronlroerta o, oo(IJ 
Oof'feJn. aatr. ulloyuc. o,.? 
oo~r.ta. natr. sml1o;11o. o,,, 
iatr. eelle,rllo. 0,5 
lapbtol. t~ecaelo. 0,25 
OOdeta. phompbOrlo. o,u1 
Galelwa 1>andoa 
Ualolum S8Ado• granulated 
Caloba IJGl't.HS 10~ ' oo 
~hnl4 
l~ilsnU 11qllUO 
nia!~~4 llq"lde 
D.e.WI i'all'lheda 
FdlllBill 
lpe4rla 
~uoptaoatct l 40a 
Strojhdtil« o,s oca 
~7hi'SR ........ 
'l ~e.J'pll O, 5 ~
i;aluoo-'flOftu 
GDHII&a 1e1 eea 
C.hllta l.l.f~Ul• 1, ooa 
Glhlala 
Cttuol 
0111 ... 1 
Ol'buol ....... 
llftlu "'eolatlea .,._ .... 
~- "hlatu" oolor4* 
lloft'ea l!l••l•ttea llaUl•• 10 ... 



20 Jar a 
2 Jare 

1~ ll: 500 gr. 
lrg 

2 kg 
il 10 X 250 tabl. 

10 X 50 amp. 
10 tub. 

250 P• gr. 
500 gr. 

; kg. 
1 k3· 
1 q. 

4000 tab1. 

1 0 tabl. 
5UC tabl. 
l \~ (}(i tabl. 
lCOO table 
20\.~!"", tabl. 
20/1 tub. 
FJ/l flao. 

1 Jrg. 

2 Jrg. 

5 Jrg. 

2 -

Merten ointment 500 gr. 
Merten ohpthalm1o qtntment 
Deao;sa 
lliell!llth. Sll}).gal.lio. 
Btamuth aubD1trto. 
ll'gefen 
lrgat'en 
1r~am14 naeal q1ntmsnt 
Qoffein pur. 
~11um ohlorioum 
ll188n•• aul:turto. 
2henaoet1n 
Vasoliment~m llquidum 
•\old. aoetJlosal1oyl1o. ~,, 5 
Barbital 0,5 
D1-f;yrin1 0,3 
iiexam1D1 0,5 
tanalat a1bum1nat1 0,5 
Theobremino-natr. ealioyl1o, 0,5 
oalmttol ointment 
Oal.mUol liquid. 
Ongt. hJdi'U"SJI'i !Jl'&EHlo albo 

OWIIo vaeel. IU"titto. 10/i> 
iusta atnol cum vasal. ertif. 
Fulvie edeperaor, a1nol. 



.. 
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20 •. . :v t.a • la.ulta 
2 q. l!l.ttrouroebro..s:e 

50C .. ,. >Je•W.••• 5 .; ~· ;>~: COil 
s~c aap. .Ve:rhapu 



.. 

. V/r>u 

" .. ,>;J:B\~!ona r«l>it.lVO!!il "'"'""" .• o~l-ltl 
OVc>l"lL...!t:lll<! cl" ~oo) u·~ "n f'<V<Ltl' di:l!l 

~nfa-:r..~. gJ:~a-f.lli Q;3!"\.~~ti, d~ -·~r~!$ ,!:t en ·l.l'tTb~te. 

«mu-,!, <JO,iipt t • sl~.v•Ll.Jr. AL't,1od1;oJ'·~:Aul'1t ill9.!'•1&nt.<~ 

4io;;; ,.l.oj,l·t.JP~ ;;1111~1'' :.•,.,r_f,.,,~, ·Jet ,.,,.ots .:t •H; ,.lov~m.i<'• l'!OUl!•niJ·>!<I 

?t}r:t\\lt.t.O!l ~ ~ou,uot,t>'"~r ~,..... ti:·~~Jjtt\ Qono }t"o~--.r.t. :.J.r.iJ "-Ut.! :·,.-; -~ .· ':11$0-:'J·_~,~··: ..!;rn 

r"v~.u· .-,~- -,~, .:ellb<l>J•ll.~ll. 
_,QiJ anvois S<lf"', \.!...-.t. ,l ... ~i."~ar;1:-s ~u .1-.al~l'",<.t~ ::.:a~, ... ~:... .• ;. :a 

''"l,;r,.«a. ;li).H' ;H~~!'i:::lU•l.Jn, ·-'"~ .>-Jr: <:on\.r3l<> "t Olillu.l ::'•-: ln roix···aue 
a-v r· oo , , ~x \-:~ 1 t. :,?" ~ ~ r ..-. n t M • 

!CQ.;.!i /f'O~!Q$)~-~ ~Of'.tl :'~ti.V~ll .;loc; rir'.lU_~it,:~ i)•..t18::S.>Ji..!p ..: .. Ht -!t:llS 

OOLill ..;o..L .... l"!J~ .... j..J.its~~ .,~ . .1ot•..; -~l:.)Va·.,..J.a \'It d\.""-ti ,Jii.t.aa h1J!Lr::-!''01J;~o.~, 
pw -':- -ln., i!O ,u '. ·J . " ; ;- r a • 2.!, 2 J ,; • J J .:_ •.: • 1 

., r•<;,JarLir ,>Br ~oltl·o :-'-)«' C''>IJ.J.!'l'J J<Hl •j•'·-'X sot1o~Vfs•·.,;'!.<~. :i!Oitl 

l) "'dJatlnnl.i:w .l, la >.:or~!_~~J.~ Gtllt."t:J~1.11'm i>\.I.A <Jnf.,nt!i 
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ll.JJ~ aotLas dv fra•sbe 

..lOtt6. 
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f .• ,>JJ .;.0 8o C;lj fgt•1nll i10J.t' y<JI:.B,;"'S 
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lJ.s...: .• --
1P .. 4f:-itt•• 
ll.f.>:))··· 
ll. )<).J .--

l'l.bi.).:J.--
11.5·10.--

__:_~;J).--
l'rs. IH.fl&O.-

:T'O vi£1 on t>O ..u' r 1"81;; .~ 1 11&S'H'>l '10d9. ;ja tl"l.l !Hd t5 I I'IJII 

dt. ~rtia!~'l~1on,. no11 rrai11 .. 1 &<l.llin1st.rat.1.Jn " 

2) .. d~tHinatton '"'_l!._'-'lo'!.£_nie, e_o..w ;li8t.f'ib<ltion su 
enfant~ d~ Od paxg. 
3J) "atHBGS de hit. oondene6 ~'lore 
3·J.) " n " n/"" -'01'6 

lJ •. )OJ kga. de tJ\lOl"e 

o.ov~ ~·· d~ pi~os 
lO.v~0 oot~es do rrom~~e 

t:..oou k~s. -~ .. rartne poctt> po~eaes 
2.oou &ga. d ~r•elade a• po~.e• 

rrovlelon pQ~ traia da ~ronsl\atres, 
a•ass~raneoa, e\ p9P\1otpe\1on a n~u frats 
4 1a4atn1s\ra\1Gn 

~on\an\ 4 d6Pdnser en 3a1sae 
" ill " & l '6t.racael' 

.. 
" 
" 
" 

II 

16.6-.}·.--
16.46'0.--
11.600.•• 
ll.O<.Xl.•• 
17.60·)·-
ll.&OJ.•• 

f're • 100. 000. •• 
. ··-v-· .___. __ ..... :.:::!lO.:O::~SS. 

PrR. 166.000.•• 

" 
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1 
U sePatt GPl'On6 de ~roo>'ldar '"' dos nouat.a d>l! v1vroes on 13-<hso pour 

los o.xpf>dt;11r ona111Le .. l 1 lnt.ant.ien ct,~ o~a ilepovt.4e. i.'eJtp~rlonca no~As 
!J op;;rh <,.ttt,~ ll. ti.Olb, ll6H>(>u0 llu <~Oillftb lnt.ernat.loJtal d.<} l9 Crolx• 
'•o•~.O 11n ftollmlilnh !i h posa!b1lh6 de SO pt'OOUI"I'tl' d~a vet.urA~nt;a iii <las 
o~ndtt.tona lnte~easantea. Ro~s savons ~ae lea ~6port.6s fsr84l!t.oa en 
sont. t.Ot.alelll..ant d6pol.lf'vus, et. noaa PJ'opoaono done ,,t.te la l'l"oso!"$rle 
dtl O!OR mot.t.e la so&~e pr6v~e a l'a•a1e,anca de o~a persoftne• ala 
dhpoatt.Son l'l"e son d616•"' en lt~>waante, en d<<o!itandttnt 01. oe derntsr de 
olen voulotr ee alHlr!!!,er dee acabat.a "' de 1a >HU.rt&:hl\ton de viteillents 
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G.69 
ZA/00 
G.85 
G. 59/2 

Dear Sirs, 

February 29th, 1944. 

Following upon our letter of February 17th, 1941,, 
to H.E. the American Minister in Bern, we venture- to submit 
for your consideration the follo\tlng particulars concerning 
relief action in regard to which the support of the War 
RefUgee Board of the United States would be highly desirable. 

The War RefUgee Board, in acceptihg a suggestion made 
by us to the In tergovernme~:t,-,1 Committee for Refugees in 
London last autumn, v.·as good enough to notify us that the 
equivalent L" Svdss francs of 100.000 dollars would be avail
able free from restrictions as to geographical areas, for use 
in Hungary, Rumania and neutral countries, and that the 
licence had been issued under the name of t~e "Joint Distribu
tion Commi ttee 11 • 

The InternationRl Committee have just been credited 
with the sum of 429.000 Swiss francs through the Svdss"" 
National Bank, on behalf of the "Jointu, and we assume that 
it will be mainly a matter for Mr. Saly Mayer to discuss 
\nth us particulars for the utilization of this sum. We 
feel, however, that it may be usefUl to send~ou herewith 
a scheme which has been drawn up by the "Joirit Relief Com-· 
mission of the International Red Cross (Commission Mixte)n. 
Subject to an agreement being reached with the "Joint Distri
bution ColiJIB!;I;.tea11 , this scheme would provide for the utiliza
tion of a sum of 429.000 Swiss francs for the benefit of 
groups of Jews- whom we consider to be in grea.t need. This 
scheme aims at speedy action, without awaiting the putting 
into effect of any projects which might be evolved sub
sequentl.y. 

To the 
Legation of the United States 

of America, 

BERN 
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We have thought it advisable to apply certain rules in drawing up this programme. 

I; Relief for Jews. 

1. . The peculiar position of Jews in the Axis countries is not a crystdllised one, and the possibil:l,:·t.;les of extending relief to them which exist at any given J4linent may suddenly disappear. It is therefore necessary t:~·p;roceed by test cases in the absence of any basis which is f'ii'mly established by international law. We have been able more than once, b¥ means of tests, to open up fresh channels for t'w distribution of relief, the facilities offered to us being very variable and differing from one area to another. We shoulc therefore very much appreci<:>.te if a certain proportion of the sums which are placed at our disposal was to be set aside for test consignments the despatch of which would be attempted through hitherto untri}'ied channels. Whereas we are able to state amost with certainty that relief consignments to Rumania, to Theresienstadt and to the "Jlidische Untersttltzungsstelle" in Cracovr will reach the beneficiaries, we cannot vouch in the same waJ' for the deli very of relief to, say, the Jews in the camp at Westerborl{ (Netherlands), in :the camps in France and in certain camps in Upper Silesia, where we should like to make the test. 

2. Being apprised or the views of the biockade author-! ties as regards transfer or currency to Axis countries, we shall endeavour to reduce to the lowest possible miniwum any purchases which may have to be made in Hungary and Rumania, and to procure goods as far- as possible in t11.e neutral countries of Europe (pharmaceutical products· and some foodstuffs, which have however become very rarefied). In this connection, we should like to know if we could count on additional funds if they were to be used exc;Lusively in Switzerland, Portugal, Sweden and possibly Turkey. 

3_. In ord13r. however. to limit as far as possible the purchases which would be made in Hungary and Rumania, we wonder if the War Refugee Board would cons~der shipping from overseas relief in ltind which we propose to stock .in Geneva, and upon which we would draw according as supplies were re~ ulred. This method woUld have the adva ta e of enabling-us to seize as ey occur certain o ortunitiesoof des at ing relief su plies, without hav:l.ng to send out ti'esh appeals_ on each pccasi.on.. The stock which would thUs. be built up in Switzerland could remain under the control of the War Retugee ~oard which, through their representative ·at the 
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Amerifan Legation in Bern, would authorize us to draw upon 
these reserves to the extent of the amounts proposed in the 
schemes and projects which would be submitted by us. 

The articles which are most urgently required are: 

a) warm clothing and underwear. Certain groups of 
Jews in Transnistria, for instance, whom our delegate has 
been able to visit, are practically completely deprived of 
clothing. 

b) ~(large sizes for men) • 

Should the question of tonnaga be an obstacle in 
the way of the War Refugee Board accepting our proposal to 
place food parcels at our disposal, we should ~e willing to 
have these consignments conveyed, against reimbursement of 
the freight charges, and in so f'ar as the available tonnage 
would permit, by the ships which are at present plying under 
the sign of' the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
and which carry supplies for the allied prisoners of war bet
ween the United States~ Canada and Lisbon, on the one hand, 
and Lisbon-Marseilles \Geneva), on the other• 
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5. As a general rule, we should like to stress that 
in this matter of relief for Jews, we proceed very discreet
ly, and that we endeavour to avoid any form of publicity 
as far as our own work is concerned, The reasons for this 
are 

a) the fact that the various Jewish associations, 
for certain reasons, pr,~fer to act independently the one 
from the other, and it. would seem impossible to succeed in 
centralizing the vario~s relief undertakings which are 
organized by each of theso groups. It is therefore not in 
the interest of the aim in view to reveal to one Jewish 
organization what is done by another, 

b) Neither is it in the interest of the Jews whom 
we wise to rescue from a critical situation to draw too much 
attention to the proposed relief action. In vie~ of certain 
tendencies, it is to be feared that authorizations which al
ready exist might be withdrawn and new difficulties raised if 
this plan to save certain groups of Jews were exploited for 
propaganda purposes. 

I 
II. Relie.f for concentration::camps in German;z. 

This desire to avoid as far as possible attracting 
attention to our schemefi has led us to propose relief work for 
certain groups of civil war-victims, ;trresQective of race and 
religion. The War RefUgee Board willingly agreed to this 
principle, and we are therefore vt>.nturing t.o mention certain 
groups who, we feel, are deserving of assistance by the War 
RefUgee Board in like manner to the Jews. 

These groups include nationals of allied countries 
(Belgians, Dutch, Norwegians, Poles, Greeks, Czechs, etc.) 
who have been deported and are detained in the prisons and 
concentration camps in Germany. 

Political prisoners are detained in Germany in 
concentration camps which are under the control of the secret 
police. The regime is more severe than in the prisoner or 
war and civil internment camps, and all the information we·· 
receive corroborates that the food in these camps is inade
quate. The International Committee therefore, in response to 
the urgent appeals which they reae1ved from these political 
prisoners and from their next-of-kin, applied on many ~eca
sions to the allied author! ties and Red Cross Societies, 'with 
the object of obtaining permission to reforward tood pa~cels 
to these, concentration camps, as is done· tor alli~d prlso~ers 
o£ war and ciVilian ini;ernees in Germany.. · To· their gt'e'at 
regret, the blockade authorities f'il'llllY refu.sed. to authorize 
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these consignments, insistiP.g, as an essential condition, 
ror such an authorization that these detainees should be 
assimilated with prisoners or war, i,e. that the stipulations 
of the Geneva Convention should be applied to them. Such a 
measure depends, however, upon the German authorities, whieh 
reruse to allow this assimilation. The International Com
mittee regret that the blockade authorities should have laid 
down this condition which makes relief entirely dependent 
upon a decision to be taken by the detaining authorities and 
prevents the detainees from receiving what are very neces
sary food supplies. 

Tb&§e guarantees a!: ~~e fol~~~; thanks to aer
tain small sums which have b n eceiV: ~Switzerland w -

. . o so~a~t.tL.thur nc pa co!l:.!llm-
tr~ \!n!LaX.EID.~i;Q_~..n@__prisons 
in the 'OCcu,.e~~a countries asking tb,at acknowle~ents~ 
tu~ us ~ersona _ tile'· 'Oene'f'ic:Laries.:, n certain-
camps~eDburg and Ravens~n!Clt"' .2.. m!. deleaat. ~.!Wl 
a~k~r:§1ll Qlt::lm!il_.~Jl~-~~ . .P.Ii!.t~~~ ...?OO~J@]llally 
de~~ll-~~~4.-tb.a.t.~Uas....ll.Q..-U~Q..U..Ji2..~t.~..a~:.~-had 
p~en misappropriated. We are thus able at present to send 
' a~~to 'Norwegian-' also to the students rrom Oslo Diltch 
Po s , Be gian, Greek, Czech and other deportees in Dachau, 
Buchenwald, Sachserihausen-Oranienburg, Ravensbruck, and in 
certain other camps, but tor lack or funds and parcels, we 
are nqt in a position to develop tfrh re:Lier action on the 
scale which would be necessary;. at present 1 t is still iri 
the stage o:f a test process ut:ullertaken to furnish the blockade. 
authqri ties with evidence that the scheme is feaSible, an!! 
that fully ad·equate guarantees could be suppiled anji wh!eh 
we shoilld be. ready to submit for the attention of' the;re.:. 
presentative at the American Legat:i.Qn_, should the lat;ter be 
interested in these various test cases._,;c 

. Alijhoughthe detainip.g 'authol,'iti;es decl~ne to 
supp:J,y the Inte1•national Co!Jll!littee w.ttli~'l;he Dai!l)9s.:~. 
politica;L prisoners and even with ihtot'mat:!;on (}n tlie 



-J~ 

-6-

strengths of t1e camps, this action has had a noteworthy 
+:~:m;J..:t, The parcels which we have nevertheless bi3en a'cle 
'to~lver to certain detainees have as a matter of fact acted 
as a snowball, and the next-0~-kin, in the home countries of 
the deportees, having doubtless been notified b;rl.etters from 
the C'illlps, are now advising us spontaneously of ths names and 
addresses of the deportees, Thus we possess the names - and 
we would ask you to treat this as strictly confidential -
of nearly all the Narvregians, Dutch and a large number o~ 
Poles who ar:; political ;:>risoners in til' concentration cam_?s, 
Co"!si::i'li'l(nts coul6 therefore be organized S3'stematically and 
we would even be in a position to receive acknowledgments from 
t~c prisoners' representatives - ?imilarly to the procedure 
applied in ;Jrisoner of ·;.ar camps - for any collective corlsrlign
ments which mig';t be despatched. 

The ;lrese:1 t pro'~lem woul·.i bc- to send food sup
plies by means af standard j'Hrcels to several thou sane~ poli
ti ce.l prisoners ( "~!'~Jroximately 1450 Norvregians, a thou sand 
Dutch men and women, or t';ereabouts, and as many Poltth men 
and v.-omen), '!:r: ch not kno·,·: the strengt:1.s of the other natio
nal! ties, but feel ·"o:winced that we v:ould have their names 
communicated t::: -us if' we were able at last to undertake this 
relief action. 

We are profiting by the O;Jportunity afforded us 
by the War Refugee Board, thanks to their generous support, 
of dravdng their attention once morP. to this very urgent 
problem, and of warmly recommending th3t they contribute to 
supplying a particularly deserving and severely stricken 
category of war-victims with relief which might be instrumental 
in saving t 11e li~es of "'<my of' them, 

III. / .......:: 
Relief for children war-victims, particularly in Serbia 
and Slovenia,./ 

From accurate information rece~ed from Belgrade 
we hear t:1at there are at present in Belgrade abd several other 
Serbien towns more than 80.000 children who have escaped from 
tree areas which used to be included formerly in Yugoslavia, 
and which are now attached to Croatia. These refugee 
children are in a particularly critical condition; they are 
undernourished and require clothing, Their health condition 
is pitiful, It would be necessary to organize emergency 
relief action for their benefit, 

The same may be said of children in Slovenia 
(the northern section of Yugoslavia), This area was first 
annexed by Italy which und9rtook to supply it, The situation 
which was already serious has become worse since:the events 
in Itaiy in the summer of 1943. More than 100.000 children 
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are su ~fering fror:J malnutrition. Products such a milk, sug: 
chocolate, evaltine anc1 other strengthening foods Eire entirelf. 
lacking, Here t~o relief consignments are urg9ntly re-
quired. We enclose a distribution plan in case it should 
prove usef'ul, 

* 
* * 

The International Committee of the Reo Cross ane the 
.;oJ.nc Relief Commission (Comm:f.ssion Mixte) "Lmderta.'<e to apply 
in any future action - as in the past - measures of central a! 
strict as possible, and tc prevent any misa~propriation of 
relief consignments. We shall proceed to carry out relief 
only when we have gained the conviction a.:: far as possible 
that the detaining a.uUwrities will not derive any Clirect 
benefit from thr relief su; plies, Yin shall submit to the War 
RefugEe BoarC. - if po;:si·,-,,e through their representative at 
the American Legation in Bern - all the evidence wh:!.ch we can 
gather vouching for the safe arrival of relief SUTJplies, and 
reports Oil their c'istrioution, in all cases where our delegatE 
have been able to be present. Thus the War RefUgee Board 
,-;ill be in a yosition to judge whether it is possible to earn 
out a s~ecific underta~ing or not. 

Furtiwr we do not thin.l!: that rigid regulations for 
control are expedient; we have already mentione0 the example 
(ci. point II) of political ilrisoners in German concentration~ 
camps to whom the bloc:~ade auc;hori ties cto not consider it per
nissible to send relief parcels so J.e.ng as they are not assimi 
la ted with prisoners of war, The criterion to be selected _ 
for control should, in our opinion, be as flexible as the reli 
action itself; one ;Jrinciple must however be strictly applied, 
i.e, that relief must benefit only those for whom it is intend 
ed, 

We are at tllP entire disposal of the War Refugee Board 
to supply them with illlY additional information they may desire 
to receive. 

yours truly, 

.I 
Carl J, BnrcJhardt 

.Member of the International,Committee 
of the~Red Cross. · 
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Dr. Nahum Goldmann has rEcEntly discussEd with 

mE and with Casaday, CovillE and HoEhlEr cErtain 

problEms connEctEd with thE Efforts to bring rEliEf 

and rEscuE to thE JEws of Nazi-occupiEd EuropE, and 

thE fol.·'.c,v:ing quEstions arE submittEd at his rEquEst• 

HE wou~rt lt~s to rECEiVE answErs fromWashington 

whilE he: ~s still in this country as thE answErs will 

affEct his activitiEs hErE. Dr. Goldmann plans to 

lEavE for Washington at thE End of thE first wEEk in 

March. 

1. Goldmann statEs that thE i•mErican and British 

GovErnmEnts arE rEady to put 8 million to 10 million 

dollars at thE disposal of thE IntErnational REd 
I 

Cross for sEnding food, clothing and mEdical suppliEs 

DECDASSIFIED to thE JEWS 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·711 

By B. B. Parks Data S£P 1 5 1972 



_.J~ 

-2- #1541, FEbruary 24, - from London 

to thE JEws of Nazi-occupiEd EuropE. HE is assurEd 

by IntErnational REd Cross rEprEsEntativEs, howEvEr, 

that it will bE impossiblE to utilizE anything likE 

this amount of monEy if purchasEs must bE confinEd to 

thE nEutral EuropEan countriEs. This is said to bE 

duE to shortagEs of goods and to Existing prioritiEs 

in thE countriEs concErnEd, OnE of thE IntErnational 

REd Cross rEprEsEntatiVES rEfErrEd to is AlfrEd E. 

ZollingEr who rEcEntly passEd through London and is 

now in Washington.. Goldmann urgEs that ZollineEr bE 

consultEd thErE for confirmation of thE dEscribEd 

position in thE nEutral countriEs of EuropE. 

J:n viEw of thE circumstancEs as statEd thE 

IntEr;Ftio:,-!,_ REd Cross accordinc; to Goldmann asks 

spEcifl~ll~; ~hEt~Er thE War REfUgEE Board is in a 

positic~ ~s ~akE onE or both of thE followine two 

coursEs of a~tion~ {a) sEEk to obtain from thE ap

propriatE AmErican and British authoritiEs pErmission 

to spEnd "a major part" of thE 8 to 10 million dollars 

in Rumania and Hungary whErE conditions for thE Ef

fEctivE USE of thE funds arE said to bE morE favorablE; 

{b) sEEk to obtain authori~ation to purchasE suppliEs 

in the: Unite:d · 
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in thE UnitEd StatEs or othEr AmErican countriEs 

and, what is most important, to obtain British 

navictrts for the: safE passage: of thE goods to EuropEan 

ports. 

In rEgard to proposal (b) thE IntErnational REd 

Cross is statEd to bE prEparEd to givE assurancE that, 

in thE ~VEnt navicErts arE grantEd, no Extra dEmand 

will bE madE upon shipping facilitiEs. ThE IntErnational 

REd Cross is willing to assume: full rtsponsibility 

for transportation. 

It is statEd that for varioU3 rEasons thE 

IntErnational REd Cross doEs not fEEl in a position 

to approach thE British GovErnmEnt. dirEctly on thE 
. -- ·-·- - l 

abovE ·two proposals and the:y ask thErEfore: whltthE:r 

thE d.;:~,··.l'E<c .C'ESUlts might bE EffECtEd through thE 

intErcr.s.;ion of thE War REfugEE Board .• 
' 2.. Goldmann statEs ··that at thE bEginning of' 

DEcEmbEr thE U. s. TrEasury issuEd a licEnsE-to thE 

World JEwi'sh CongrEss in NEw York. for $25.~000 to bt 

transfErrEd to its repr~;se:ntat:j.vEin GEnEva. and to l:i£ 

~USEd for JEwish r.£scue: workin occupiEd Euvope:an , 

cauntr-ie:s 
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thE UsE of this mone:y bE give:n to the: ~me:rican LEgation 

i~n BErnE SwitzErland, It is undErstood by Goldmann 

that this licEnsE was latEr incrEasEd to $loo,ooo, 

Goldmann b E:li e:v Es that the: Joint Distribution CommittEE 

the:n applie:d for a lice:nse: for $3,000,000 for similar 

purposEs and that this licEnsE was grantEd, 

Various Je:wish organizations in GrEat Britain 

as w<:ll as a committEE of mEmbe:rs of ParliamEnt hEadEd 

by, ElEanor RathbonE arE said to bE e:agEr to approach 

thE British GovErnme:nt re:que:sting similar licEnsEs and 

uning the: prEcEdEnt e:stablishe:d in Washington, Goldmann 

has aske:d thEsE groups to re:frain from approaching the: 

British GovErnme:nt pe:nding clarificati9n of t):H: spe:cific ---

points liste:d be:low, He: is an-1dous on the: onE hand 

noc ~o r1s~ a flat rEfusal by thi Briti~~if such risk 

could be: minimizEd by usin~ thE AmErican licEns;Es as 

an argumEnt of if possiblE by a dir.Ect appe:al to the: 

British by .thE U, S, GovErnmEnt or War Re:fuge:e: Board~ 

On thE oth~:-r hand he: is anxious to avoid causing any 

E:mbarrassme:nt to thE U. s .• Gove:rnme:nt,, He: asks thEi'.E:foN: . 

. ·(a) .\l'he:th.Er thE British Gove:rrimwt has. bE:E:n 6rPieially 

(rEPEat 

~-.. ~- ·- .'' 
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U. s. TrElaury licEnsEs rEfErrEd to; (b) whEthEr 

EithEr thE U,., S. GovErnmEnt or thE War REfugEE Board 

would considEr appEaling dirEctly to thE British 

GovErnmEnt to issu& similar licEnsEs; {c) whEthEf 

in any EVEnt thErEis any objEction to an appEal to 

thE British GovErnmEnt by JEwish or othEr organizations 

h~rE u ·;ilizing thE prEcEdEnt of thE U, S. TrEasury 

licE~s:s as an argumEnt. 

In viEw .of Dr, Goldmann's plannEd Early dEpai'tUrE 

I am surE hE would apprEciatE Early considEration of 

th~ abovE Enquiri~s' 

HTM 

WINANT 
I 

_/ 


