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CORiAGL o My

PARAPHRASE. OF TELBORAM REOEIVED

FROM: Amerioan Legation, Bern: FEB 99 1944
TOt . Becretary of 3state; Washington
DATED:. February 19, 1944 A
;s ’ © N
NUMBER: 1061 B N
) ) N N &
x - ° v (‘,cs s
.

We refer to the Department's 411} Febrﬁaryra.
Although he has not yet had an opportunity to do so,
" Salzmayer has been roquested to oall in order to be informed

of the contents of Department's telegram under yeference.

HARRISON

DECLASSI‘E‘IED :
StétB,Dept.—'Lett_E_!‘,v 1111
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED //{,
FROM! American Legation, Bern
Tt Secvetar& 6f State, Washington
TDATT February 17, 1944 : T —
NUMBER: 9956 ‘: m
X o

In connection with Department's uessage number 437
dated February 9 Schwarenburg, a mausber ol tie Seore-
tariat of the Interorvss Comeitiee, called at the Legavion
on !enrunry>17. Mr. Sehwarenburg said that Intercrosas
will revport itg proposed actlion to the Legation very
goon, anc¢ he sald that einoe publioity would undoubtedly
prompt Cerman measures to thwart rellef,ﬁtha surrounding
of tne program for rslisf action with complete ssoreey
would be abgsolutely necessary. That this aspect be
brought to the attention of groupe in the United States
who are taking part in the program was requested by him.

Cancerning the relief program, Saly Mayer is in
contaot with Intercvosa.

HARRIAON

DOR: MPL
2/18/44

DECLASSIFIED -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

P 15 1972

By R. H. Parks Det _§L g
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NEHORANDUM

Feb,ruary 1)*) 19&1

% . The Strte Denertument hosgadvised thet the
: cable to London making reference o the Embassy's

#0. 12660 of December & and stating the Treééury‘is
issuing epnronriate licenses ﬁo the Jewish Joint
Distribution Com ittee for food and other suppliEs
in Ruranisa and Hungary was despatched at 11 P. B,

February 9, 1SLY, The cable was numbered 1020.

“Mi G. Taylor
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PARAPHRASE OF TZLEGRAM RECEIVED

* FROM! Amerilocan Legation, Bern
T0: Seorstary of State, Washington
DATED! February 13, 1944
NUMBER ¢ 631
A

On February 1l there was transmitted by letter to
Maxhuber, President of Interoross, the message contained
in the Department's telegram of February 9, 1944, No. 437,
On the same day & copy of the Legation's letter was sent

. to Saly, Mayer.

HARRISON

A : : - ' DECLASSIFIED ..
’ ) 7 . . State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

‘By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 5 1972 ‘ ; . '
- N . ! !
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AT s ormerns. conmumenmians ro
: £ SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

\ . T 1ts

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASH! NGTON

February 12, 1944

To: Mr. Pehle, Acting Director,
iar Refugee Board

From: Mr. Raynor~

. There is attached a paraphrase of a
telegram from the American’Legation in
Bern regarding the message recently sent
to the Internztional Red Cross.

~

N

%

Enclosures
Paraphrase of telegram
No. 838, February 10, 10 p.m.
from Bern.
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM

FROM American Legation at Bern
TO Secretary of State
DATED February 10, 1944
NoO. 838
x

On February 8 Dr. Huber'ackﬁowledged the
message conmunicated to the International Red Cross
regarding war refugee vork in Rumanié} Slovakia, et
cetera. He stated that the Committee is gratified by
this evidence of interest in this problem and that it
is happy to take advantage of the offer to transmit
its reply to Washington. Several days will be re-
quired, however, in order to give consideration to

the reply.

840.48 Refugees/5147

U:1J
2-12-44
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AMT-198

This telezram must be
pararhrased before being
comunicated to anyone

-other than a Covernient
‘agency.  (ZR)

Secretary of State,

Washingzton,

v
SErn

Dated February 10, 1644

Rectd 5:25

833, February 10, 10 p,m,
x

Department's 279, Januzry 27, 1l p,n.

- v
coummunicated to International Red Cross

acknowledged on February & by Dr, Huber’ who states that

Committee is cratified by this evidence of intcrest in

this provlei:, that it will gladly avail itself of iy

offer to transwit its reply to Vashington, that reply

Lis

will however, recuire ssveral days! consideration.

/

Re var refugee’ worik in Rumania) Slovakia, €t ceteras
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COPY

CABLE #437 TO BERN FRO#l THE BOARD
X

FREBRUARY 9, 1944

The following cable for the HMinister from the War Refugee Boerd.

You are re.uested to transmit the folléwing urgent message to International
Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland:

You are herewith referred to our recent cable rzguesting information
concerning possible re&lief operutions for Jews and other persecuted groups.
We have examined your proposal made to Intergovernmental Committee in Dec-
ember through your London Deleg:tion in which you reuested that 300,000
Swiss francs be pl ced at your disposal to enable you to carry out the in-
dicated relief program in Rumania, Hungary, Croatia, Slovakia and Theresien-
stadt, and such other relief actions as muy become feasible. The necessary
funds for this project are being made available to your immediadely by the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Comaittee, and-the Treusury Department
has issued a license authorizing the Joint Distribution Committee to trans -
mit to you the Swiss franc equivalent of $100,000 for this purpose. . You are
authorized by the license to use the funds for thé purchase of food and other
supplies in neutral countries and in Rumania and Hungary and otherwise to
carry out the above mentloned relief activities. You are re-uested to keep
the War Refugee Board fully informed of the action which you ‘take, as well as
to indicate to the board what other assistance is needed to cdrry out this ané
similar operations.

It is rejuested that you fully cooperate with the International Red Cross
and with representatives of the Joint Distribution Committee in this matter.
You should transmit a copy of the above message promptly to-Saly Mayer, in St.
Gall, Switzerland, who is the Joint Distributiion Committee representative.

HULL

(This copy was made from the one
in the bible)







February 8, 1944

TOs Under Seoretary Stettinius”’
FROM: J. W. Pehle

It will be appreoiated if you will have dispatohed
immediately the attaohed oables to London and Bern.,

: It 18 to be noted that the eables pertain to a
feeding program to be handled by the International Red
Cross in Hungary, Rumania, Croatie and Cgaeohoslovakia,

This matter has been before the Intergovernnental Gommdttee
and was referred to me by Mr. Raynor on February 2, 1944,
together with Statefe file on the matter which I anm return~
ing to you herewith,

/s/ J. W. Pehle

Sent via special messenger

ol oo T T .

FHodelshd  2/8/44.
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Refer Ebasxy despateh Nes 12660, Deaexber 8, and endlcaed
lstter from Rivector Intergovernmantal Comeittes dated m,v;
with respeot %o relief propowal of Mntematicdal Red Cross. Advise
Director that War Esfugeo Bourd has anproved propesal of Joint
Distridutien Caniittes here to make evatllable at cnce to Red Cross
me,m to carry cut program indicated, inoluding purchase of food
and other supplies in Hungary snd Rusanis, Appropriate Mcengses have
been izsued t4 Joint Distritution Cemities by Tressusy. War Refuges
Board approcistes oppobtunity 4f apediting this prefest in wiich
Tatargovermental Gomittes 4o interested, Iicensing &f the sending

_ of privats funds frem United States for vefugee projects will of

esurgo continug te be handled by Treasory upon approval of project by

R
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X CABIE TO HINISTFR HARR BERN

‘Please transmit following urgent messsge to Internationsl Red
Crosa, Gm, Seitseorland, from War Refuges Board:

. “Refer cur recent cable requesting information regarding possible
relief “operations for Jews and other persecuted groups, We have
exanined your proposal made in December to Intergovernmental Committee
through your Yondon Dslegation in vhich you requeated that 300,000 Swiss
francs be placed at your disposal in order to carry cut tl®: indicated
relief program in Rumanis, Groatis, Hungary, Slovakia and Theresienstads,
and such other relief utim 83 msy beoame feasidles The American
Jdowish Joint Distridution Comttes is nildng available to you at onse
the neosssary funds for this project, and the Treasury Department has
issued a 1icense authorising the Joint Iistribution Committee to -
transeit to you for the purpose the Swiss frane equivalent of £100,000,
The 1icense authorizes you to use the funds for the purchase of food,
and other suppliies in neutral countries and in Hungary snd Rumania and
otherwise to carry out the above menifoned relief activities, You are
requested to kesp the War Refugce Bbard fully advised of the action
taken by you, as well as to indicate to the Board what other assistance (—_
is nesded to carry out this and sirdiler operations,*

You are instructed to socperate fully with the International
Bed Cross and with representatives of the Joint Distritution Committes
in this matter, You should tranemit a eopy of the above message .
prosptly - to Joint Metribution Geanmfttee representative, Saly Hayer in
5t. Ga1l, Switzerland, .

HBFabbk ~ 278/l
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February 5, 1944

MEMORANDUY PR T FILLS

The a*tached proposal of the International Red Cross
to feed refugees in Rumanis, Croatia; Hungary'and Czechoslovalda’
was discussed at a meeting in Mr. Pehle's office today, In view
of the immediate need for 300,000 Swiss francs and the possible
delays contemplated by the regular Intergovernmental Gommittee
procedurss, it was decided that the War Refuges Board would
approach the JDC for an immediate remittance to the International
Red Cross of $100,000 so that the program could get under wvay at
once,

The matter was raised with Mr, Ieavitt”of the JDC and,
after clearance with his people in New York, the War Refugee Roard
was advised that the JpC would be willing to remit $100,000 at
once to the International Red Cross in order that the program ¢ould
get under way irmediately,

In view of the foregoing, it was decideq to refer the
matter to Foreign Funds Control for the issuance of the necessary
licerses, Mr. E. X. Bernstein“was congulted on the Swiss franc
problem,. He agreed to make the Swiss francs availabla to the
JDC from the Stabilization' Fund,

Appropriate cables will be sent to the International
Red Cross in Geneva through Minister Harrison and to ILandon for
the informztion of the Intergovernmental Committes,

F. Hodel

i




HELIBF 10 JEWS 13 RUSANIA, SLOV
ARD THERRBIRNSTALT TLOOS T

There 1a attached a ropart dated Getober 12, 1043
eent by the International Conaittes of the ied Cross in
Ueneva to the Delezation of the International Committee
of the iRod Cross in Weshington, It will be noted that
sscording to this report the International Committee of
the ied Croes is in s poslition to bring gubatantiel pelief
to Jews {n [umenia, Slovakis, Croatia and Thereaienstadt
provided that substential funds oan be pat at the disposal
of this organigation, Yhe following 1s a brief susnary of
what oan be done.

(8) lusan The fed Cross delegation In Bucharest

. bags obtained Trom the Kumanian Governnent an authorizativs

to visit the pleses where Jewish deportees are living
gartleuler Transnistrie, and ann supsryise the dhtx-{bu-

lon of food to thase ersons, It lu indioated that the
continued efforts of the Hed Cross on behelf of thess
Jewish deportees will have tanzidble results, at leest in
the oase of Transnistrie, 1t is indiocated at the same time
that unfortunately funde have not been reselved from vvep-
2eas to support this motivity ao that this assistance re= -
oaing vcr{ imited and depends on contributions whieh bave
to be collected on ths spot.

{b) ovakia, fhe Red Cross has been in & position
to distridute phirksceutical produets to Jews in Slovakia,
waioh bave been urgently needed. The Red Cross has eule
altted a st of these produsts to the interested Jewish
orgenisations ia Switgerland but thess op aniaations have
acg bsen able to supply the ied (ross wi funde. Por this
renson the desired medioines, whioh oould have baen bought
in Switaerlend, have not besn ssourad, .

(o) g_ﬁnﬂ? It is indloated that {f money cen be
mado available, 1ood onn be obteined in suffiolont quanti~

ties o bring :olhf to the Jews interned in Groatis. he




.3.

Red Cross has the names and luternment plases of the Jews
in “roatis who it is stated are in yreat nesd uf help,

(d) Zfhoresionstadt. It is lndlecated that -he
dud lroas s now in s p08:010% L0 uake shlpusats of food,
tonlee snd medicines, ineludlog lndividual food pargels,
to the Jews in Thereslenstsdt wiose nawes are known, ;rovided
that funds ocan be >ul at thelr dlsyossl for this purpose.

1t will be noted that all 30 thie s.ovs -entioned projects
ean 0 forward immedlately 1f sufficlent funds ars made avail-
sble to the Interuational Cesaittes of the ied ross. It is
recommended, therefore, that the toard teke the nasessary
steps at onoe, laoludlng the obtainlsg of nesessary llcenses,
80 that 2,000,000 will be wade immadiately svallable to the
Comaittee to {or the expenzes of providing relief te the
dews in sumauia, Slovakia, Croatie and Theresicastadt, as
woll as rolief to Jews and other persecuted pooples in sny
other areas In wnioh the Ked Croes may be able to bring rellief.

Some 4f the funde required will come from private sources.
1T it is necessary to augment these yrivate fuuds, funds will
be obtalaed from the fresidunt's lmergonay Fund for this pure
2080

-Jﬁﬁuﬁoicttar
1/24/44
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED OROSS

Geneva, Qotober 12, 1943

No 67 .
CGontral Agenday Note to the Delsgation of
for Prigonsrs of War the Ingernational UJommittees

of the Red Uroed in Washington

™ @¢. 8/Pe. @69/2
@.69/56 JBS/HL

xx - Ra: yourx ocable No, 610 of September 28, 1943 conaserning
. he Jewish problems.

Wo are glad to give you hereafter a new survey of this
question and answer you by letter to your shove mentioned
oable beoause of the complexity of these problems.

ROUMANTIA

The Relisf aotlon off behalf of the Jewish daportess

in Tramenistria (Ukraine) seems to begin under Sxrshis
EMEpXuEE favorable auspiovs and we hope to he able to
have food dlstributad to these deportees with mone
raised in Switszerland and with the aesistange of the
autk Roumanlisn aubhoritiss and Red Oross. Unfortunasely,
we do not yookkve any funds from ovarsess, not more

for this aetion than for similar othara, so that this
asgistange muat remain very limlited and dsponds on gone
tributions whioh we have %0 sollect on the spos.

Our delegation in Buoarsst hae obtained from
goveragent an authorigstion 4o visit the plag
theae deporisss ave ;i.v_lug. 4 Yo -supervias
butien. We also raceive )
teon. !; a;‘: Tharafors er
tinued efforts of the Internat
Red Gyoss on behalf of Aim Jawi
agm fangible result, at loast
nis A.

Wo pan add that a first report of our dolegate has Just
F o4 a o8rtain n‘? 5"“ g Am agéu

gnn faaﬁi'“ ?xm

ahiadren have Yb rod at 08 ‘e
Sinerviaton in Frankaipiels Payo is S0 ous ds
Tegation @aring  donferense wi g of

legation
Goanatl o
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Gendva Lotter denova, Ogtober 13, 1043

BUIOGRATION

Thie probles has reaghed o deadloak a% this time. As
Bulgaria has 4 not tv be in a poaition %o authoe
r&u the panaaao of Jm, the emigretion by ratflvoad
has bacoms {mposaidl

4
Although the :usamuon.cmnue of the Red Orogs did
notmttoanmo ita51f the che ooforgmiatlon
of tran ortsbr gea, it has nevn: 18430

;8 uv-st oo!torta dlgolayad in 7

"»‘ f’!”!-; .-'», Y W m."
43 .w K X118 _narmies £
iprs i :-r«; n ortunst- \. sa plm

163 | any altec@es until now, an ve only

_very li'sno ' ﬁo auocaad. The nanam m in the
/ firet placs, the laok of appropriate ships and algo, as
' m bal QVG lagk of funde. Morsover, the situation in
/ ok Bea doea no% eeem %o allow’at prosent, tvavel
saa, ana we ank oxma:.vea em mmr under these

atione gonserning the tranufer of funds fron ovorages
do not nllow the g:fmna desivous %o enigrate, to count
on outslde fineno aupport. 1t i thor@tem vp o
the Pumaniong %o seours elven tho nacssssry funds,
Thio finanoial gnesﬂon is m direot w.ats.en with the
ponaibi.nty of finding og. for the trang~-
port 3 °t¢;h“: pergngg; 1 wore commerod,
B0 not a8 anna mﬂg
of 3§§ insignic of the lutémtiom Oemittee 45
Red Orogs.and of 158 protaction; Besides these alurm
w1l1) not he sathoplued %o leave the Rumanian poxtis. Yo
ronqw 8 queaum { c&mﬂ; and yo shall

::::é g’Mt tmn» a mnﬂuowud

mltﬁlon o:? this nagtor.

BLOYARZLA
Tha astue.ﬂ.cn 1
knnw:. 460
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deneva Letter Qeneve, Oqtober 12, 1945
GROATIA

The Jawa whose names and internment plase inthat
country we know, ssem indeed to be in great need of
help, & Jewish organization in Swie erland makes
efforts to assist them but the olothes which are es-
pecially laeking, ars absclutely unfindable, and all
exportation from Switzerland, even of used olothing,

_is prohibited. (Money oan BMix b% food in suffi-
)

clent quantity in that country.) hogtilities going

_on at prasent in (roatia 4o not allow a olear ploturs
" of the gituation and of the perapegtives oconcerning

the Jews. We do not regeive any mses information on
the entirse southern part of the country.

- -

our -

With/note No. 528 of HSeptembar 168, we sent you coples

of eertaln letters ooncerning the aotivity of the
"Jusdische Unterstuetzungswtélle fuer das Generalgouverne-
ment", Unfortunately, shipments read{ to be sent, had to
be wkxhhak® held baok and we do not think to he able,
until further notloce, to send ghipmenis to Cracow.

The letters we sent you have, therefore, only a docu-
mentary intercst. There are constant variations In
this queation, and what is allowed and cen be realized
one day, mlgh§ be eusgendﬁd the nxx following day.

Ve are, therefore, not in s position tc give xmm
agsurance for the future.

Ve recelved the follewing cable from the World Jewish
Qo a8t "sybmitting you through your Wasghington
office 1iat Jewiash internses in Thersesienstadt with the
roquest to Sranamit parcels with food %o them atop
Eindly Ainform us your deoisiont (WYQ Arieh Tartakower)

Eay we aok you to answer the World Jewish Uongress along
the following lines:

Ve have delayed our anawer to this llg cable, datsd
Septembey 7, fer technical reasons. o Internationsl’
Committee of the Rad Orosms has not coneerned itself go
fay, with the diepatch of individusl parcals to peraocns
others than prisoner of war or olvilian internees. In
gGarmany and in the ocoupied sountries, the Jews are not
oonsidered as olvilian interness, neither in the phettos
nop in the conocentration-op labor caups. 'ﬂ:% ghijments of
food, tontcs and wim nedigives mads by the "dommimsion

i
!
N
|
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e ober 12

Hixte" to the Jews in Theresienstadt, for instance,

have always been collegtive shipmentsa. The aereation
within the Gommittee of a new service concerning itself
with individual food garcels has beocme necesaary,and

we have, therefere, wailted for the solution of théeproblem
2 before answering the cable of the WJ(. This question
is now solved. and we will be in a poaition, in the
future, to dispatoh individusl parcels among others also
to the Jews in Thereslenstadt whose names we know, pro-
vided of gourse that funds be put at our disposal to this
effect. We would oconsequently be mkXigef grateful

Af thie last point which was not dealt with in the above
mentioned cable of Mr. Tartakower, could be settled,

as soon as possible, if it is desired that the Intsrna~
tional Committee of the Red Orogs bhe able to act.

For the Internatlonal Jommittee of the
Red Orogs

(signed) Schwayenberg

Division of Frisoners, Internees and
Oivilians
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OFFICE OF
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE "
WASHINGTON

February 2, 1944

Dear kKr. Pehle:
I enclose herewith a2 Department of ftate file

vertaining to the cdmini:tration of relief for surviv-

Jing refugees in Furope together vith & copy of a cable

on the matter which has been »repzred in the Depart-
ment. It appears, novwever, that the proposed cable
and cable No. 279 to Bern, sent at the request of the
Var Hefugee Board, are not entirely consistent. ﬁé

think, therefore, that appropriate representatives of

the Yar Refugee Board may wish to review this fille and '

perhaps draft a more appropriate communication to
London on the matter. 7ill you be good enough tofre-/
turn the enclosed file to me after it has been re- I
viewed.

¥With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Encs.

dre John ¥W. Pehle,
"Director of Foreign Funds Control,
Department of the Treasury,
Washington, D. C.

81
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RMENRASSY, |
LONDON,

Goneerning the proposal that rellsf for surviving
Jewieh refugees in Europe be adminlstered by the
International Red Crose referred to in the Embasgy's
despateh No. 12660, Decembor 8, and its enclosure of
a letter from the Director of the Intergovernmental
Committee, datod December 7, the Deg:rﬁne‘nt requents
that you transmit to the Director the following comw
ments which refer to numbered paragraphs of his letter
under references

2, The Department agrees to the sum of three
hundred thousand Swiss francs, but this Government
cannot contribute its shave until funds which have been
requasted have been authorized. You will be advised
ae soon as funds for this purpoae ave avallable.

The' ra%ué‘at of .ths International) Hed Cross for
pormipsion fo purchage £ood an&*fsupgneﬁ in Hungery end
Rumania will be considered Jointly | { the State nemtment .
the Treasury Depsrtment and tho British Embassys The
Department will advise you aAssoon ag possible concerning

the results of the discussions. -

a) Approzimately two million dollerp. , .

‘ : zh 'his Govérnment is preparsd %o share

equally with the British Govermment such part of the , i

4total coat as vemsins after contributions have been - , :
‘received from private orgenizationa. The share of sech

of the i

i B . . R " DECLASSIFIED - _
) : o e 2 : ~.° - :Staté Dipt, Letter, 1-11-72 -+~

. myRErweow SERISWR




of the two governments may amount to four million dol-
lars. In this conneetion the President has approved a
request for funds, and we are esking Congress for an
appropriation.

The Department concurs in the suggestions concern-
ing the Intergovermmental Committee contained in
sub-paragraphs (1), (2) and (8) of the Dirsctor's let-
ter under reference.

The Dapartment also concurs in the proposal that
the Intergovernmental Committee should be the authority
through whioh grivate as well as government funds are
received and disbursed for the purpose of aiding and
transporting refugees.

. With further reference to the Director's letter, the
Depertment is studylng the aufgestion that the Inter-
ig:emmantal Committee be desipgnated as the mxthox’itgJa

ough which privats orgenizations would approach t
Amoprican and British Governments for llcenses dlrectly
ooncernsd with the relief of refugees in Europe and be
the authority responsible for the fulfilment -of condi-
tions imposed. As there is no necessity for an immediate
deoision eoncerning this proposal; the Department will
advise you further rogar&gng it.

Pleass advies the Department when the proioct under
veforence is submitted to the Exeoutive Commitlee of the
Intergovernmental Committee. -

840.48 Befugees/4670
1/26/44
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THY, FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UHITEL STATES QOF AMERICA
¥ AMERICAN TMBASLY
No. 12660 London, December 8, 1943.

bubject: Refugee lielief Project Through
The Internstional Ked Cross,

The Honorable )
The Secrstary of Btate,

washington.
a
Sirs g
In pursvance of the Lepartment's telegram No. 7287, -~
Hovember 17, 1943 and the Embassy's telegram No. 8328, - @
Hovember 29, to the De]%artment, I have the honor to en- g
close herewith the text of a letter dated December 75 2
1943 from the Director of the Intergovernmental Committee &
setting forth the present status of the proposal for &
relief of refugees in Lurope through the Internationel &8
Red Cross. It will be noted that the Director sesks =
clerification from the American and British Governments <2}
with regard to certain points, after which the proposal =] ;
will be submitted to the Exeoutive Committee.
- The Department's instructions are requested.
i fa~]
Respgetfully yours £
o For the Chargg d’Aﬁgims'aé' interims b}

/8/ W. J. GALLMAN
We JoGallman
First Seoretary of Embassy
Enclosures:

1. CGopy of letter of December 7, 1948
(]B 8) from the Lirector of tha
Intergovernmental Commi ttes.

2. Copy of trenslation of telegram ‘
: : L from Internaticnal Red Cross Committee o |
- o ’ ' - ‘to London Delegation. ‘ . !
. "Ba Gopy of Memorandum by Mr. Schwart; |
' da%gd Fovember 14, 1543., T §’

ura,




. GoPY : Enclosure No. 1 to despatch

No. 12680 of December 8, 1943,
from the Lmbassy at London,
England.

INTERGOVERIBENTAL COMMITTER

# Director: : 114 Regent Street,
Sir llerbert tmerson, “London, $.W.l.
G.CaleEay KeCoSulu,Culelis

N~

7th Lecember, 1943.
171/98 "

Dear ¥r. Bucknell:

In gontinuation of my letter No. 17/98, dated Z6th November,
1948, relating to the question of relief to groups of surviving
Jews in iurope, I am now writing to say that we heve received
through the London Lelegation, a reply from the International Red
(ross. This was in Germen, and was sent in ci her through the
Swiss Legation in London. I attach a co y of the translation.
(Enclosure I). You will ses from this, glpst, that the Inter-
national Red Cross is already in a osition, through existing
Hed Crogs Lelegates, to undertake distribution and to exercise
effective control in Rumania, Crostia and liongary; second, that
it is prepared to sei up a Lelegation for the purpese in Slovekia
and, third, thet so far as Gormeny and ocoupied territories are
concerned, both the opportunitics and agencies for affording re=-
lief are much more uncertain except that relief ean bs given
to internees in Theresienstaéﬂ. Even in these territoriss, how-

ever, other opportunities are likely to arise from time to time.

2. In order to take advantage of existing and potential op-
portunitios, the International Red Crosg has sug%osted that the

sun of 300,000 Swiss fraucs should be placed at its disposal. This
appedrs to be a reasonable request. It would render regulsr ac-
counts, and would observe the other conditions stited by us, and
montioned in my letter to you of 26th November. You will observe,
however, that the International Red Gross has laid stress on the
difficulty of purchesing food and other requirements in neutral
countries, and has, therefore, suggested that it should have = -
authority to mgke'gurehasas in Hunghry and in Roumania, where it

is still possible to obiain certain varieties of food. This sugges-

tion raises a question of policy affecting the blockade, on which.
We are not in & position to express any opinion, but which will,
no doubt, be considered by the American and British Governments.

-
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3. DBefore we are in a position to place the scheme before the
Exscutive Committee, thers are several points which require clari-
flcations-

First there is the question of the source, or sources from which

the necessary funds will be furnished. In your lstier of the lst
October, 1343, there was the suggestion that private funds were
available in the United States, but that in any case your Govern-
ment, in consultation with the sritish Goverument, would be pre-
pared to regard the project, 1f approved bg the Lxecutive Committes,
as one, the cost of which, should be shared equally by the American
- and Sritish Governments, subject, of course, to previous consulte-
tlon with the two Governments before the project was sanctioned

or expenditure incurred thereon. The matters requiring clarifica~
tion from the financial point of view are, therefors, the following:-

(a) What part of the funds, if any, will be supplied
from private sources? and
(b) are the British and American Govermments preparsd
to share the cost in so far as it is not met from
_private funda? :
The further point relates to the functions of the Intercovern-
mental Committee., It is suggested, as implied in your letter
of October 1, 1943, that the Intergovernmental Commitiee
should bs the authority, I
(1) through which funds are placed at the disposal of
the International Red Cross, ’ )
(2) to which the International Red Cross would render
regular secounts, and ?
(3) wh&oh would be responsible to see that the condi-
tions atfaching to the grant are satisfied by the
International Red Cross. et

We would suggest that this should agply not only to funds from
Government sources, but also to funds, if any, from private
sources. You will remember that one of the recommendations
adopted by the Executive Committes at its meeting of the 4th
August, 1943, was that "the Exveutive Committee shall he em=
gowered to receive and disperse for the purposes of preserv-
- ing, maintaining and transporting refugees, funds both publie
and private." : o

The present occasion seems to be a sultable one to intro-
duce the principle of utilising the Intepgovernmental Committee,
in suitable cases, for the expenditure of private funds, and
singe the manmeér in which the funds in this particular case

|
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are to be expended is subject to certain conditions, and can
only be made available in the countries concerned through
licence, it seems reasonable that, if the Intergovernmental
Conmittee is to be the authority responsible to see that the
conditions are satisfied, it should be the agency through which
funds are placed at the disposal of the International Red Cross.

When the above points are clarified the case will be sub=
mitted to the Executive Committee for consideration. ,

4. Luring the course of our enquiry, we have obtained some
information regarding the relief which is already being given
to Jews in Rurope. e had the advantage of discussion, while
he was in London, with Mr. Sohwartz, Executive Head in Europe
of the Joint Distribution Committee, and he was good enough
to give us a memorandum of what his organisation is doing in
this direction. I attach-a copy of his note {Enclosure I1).

In this connection I may also refer to my letter to you
of the 10th November, requesting certain information relating
to licences granted by the United States Treasury for similaer
purposes. We have not received a reply to that letter, or to
& similar letter which was addressed to the British Foreign
Office. Te are, therefore, not in & position to comment fully
on this meens of assistance, but we would sugpest that, where it
is orgenised and carried out by reliable and experionced bodies,
such as the Joint Distribution Committee, it deserves all the
encouragement that can be given, consistent with considerations
of policy. It might bs convenient for the Intergovernmental
Committee to becoms the authority through which all private
bodies should approach the American and British Governments
for licences directly concerned with the relief of refugees in
Europe, and to be the authority responsible to ses theb such
conditions as mey be imposed by those Governments are ‘satisfied.
This, however, is a maiter of a more general character, which

should not be allowed to delay the disposal of the specific cese

now under consideration. 7 ,
I have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Randall.
Yours sineerely,

/8/ H. M. Lnsrson.

Howard Bugknell, Jur.,
Embassy of the United States of America,
"1, Grosvenor Square, W.l.

L




Enc. sure 2 to despaleh

No. 12660 of December 8, 1948

from the Fmbassy at London,
ERCLOSURE I ingland.

IHTE:HETiOﬁAL HEL CROSL CORUTIEE T0 LONDON LEIEGATION
& (Translation of Telegrem received in Germen in cipher b
UWiEs ISgaron, IBnEon, on_lecember ard, 1948] 'ILf“‘x

Your cable No. 2508 and letter iHo. 2671 clarified
the questions referred to us. International Red Cross Come
mittee is grateful to heve confidence of World Jewlsh Cone-
gress and Intergovernmental Committee. According to them,
relief action is envisaged only for Jews, and not, as World
Jewish Congress anticipated st the beginning, generally for
people affected by war without diserimination ss to race and
religion, The difficulties pointed out in our No. 763G con-
cerning Jewlsh relief are due to the fact that the German
euthorities do not recognise any official immixture of the

: International Red (ross Commitiee in such matters, which they
- regerd as having internal political charvacter. There are,
however, the following possibilities of relief action:

l. Roumania, (roatia, Hungary. The presence of
Red Cross Lelegate permits the setting up of distribution
machinery and effective control. Heeds in those parts are
known to us. B ) :

2. Slovekia. Ve would foresee setting up of - 7
Delegation in 8o far as means put at our disposal would !
justify rolief action. : d

, de Uermany and Ucoupied Territories. Possibili~.
- tles of action much more limited and in part recentlg sntire-

ly supporessed. lLack of funds prevented us frequéntly from

starting relief work on behalf of Jews, particularly in - ‘

Poland. AL present Theresienstedt with a minimum of 50,000 ' |

Jews plus deporises from Denmurk is probably only place where '

relief despaiches would certainly reach recipients. Extension . ,

of relief action might open now poseibilities which previoug-- i

1y had to be abandoned owing to lack of funda. Ve proposs to g

Intergovernmental Comnittee to put & maximum of 300,000 Swies

Franes at our dlsposel in order to be able to carry out quick-

ly relief eotions as the occasion ariges, and in ‘8o far as

there is & guarantee to administer relief accordiang to pup- -
~ -+ pose for which designed. We would report in respect of sach o i
) rollef aotion carried out as well as in respect of ‘goods. . < [
S S ‘purchaced and despatohed and sbout success. In view of the N R T
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fact that possibilities of purchase from neutrals are extremo=-
ly limited and insufficisnt, it would be desirable to have
authority to use funds for gurchasas in Hungery snd espeeially
Rouvmania, where it is gossi le to obtain dried vegetabgea,
soups, farinaceous products (pates alimentaires), tinned goods,

flour, cured meats, venison and fats. From neutrals medica~
ments and pharmaceutical products are obtainable. e accept
without any reservations conditions (1) to (4) of your cabge
2508. Detailed letter will follow shortly. '




corY ) Enclosure 3 in despateh No.
o 12660 of Decembor 8, 1948,

from the Embassy at London, -

' England,
MEMORANDUM BY MR. SCHWARTYZ

HELP TO GROUPS OF RUFUGEES IN EUROPE

The Joint Distribution Committee sends food parcels from
Lisbon to the Jews in the Theresienstadt Goncentration Cemp
and also to the Jews in Poland, particularly these in the
zhettos. In the cese of Theresienstadt the (gech Government
sends food parcels to their nationals who are interned in that
Comp while the J.D.C. sends its pareels largely to non-Czechs
who are in the Camp. The (zech Government are sending to~-day
about 6,000 parcels a month to 8,000 of its nationsls while
the J.D.C. sends about 5,000 packages to 2,500 non~Czech nation-
als. The packages contaln serdines, dried fruits and almonds,
and each package weighs about 500 gremmes so that each in-
ternce on our list receives 1 kg. of food per month. These
packages are sent under License from the Unlited States ireas-
ury-which has authorised the expenditure of 12,000 dollars
a month for this purpose. Only food indigenous to Portugal
may be sent under the Licence, The United Siates legation at
Lisbon nust be satisfled thai the parcels are reaching their
proper destination. . -

In the case of Poland the evidence of receipt has become
scarcar and pearcer and because of this the sending of parcels
hes, for the time, been stopped. Ilater, communication hes been
taken up with the Jewish Community in Cracow which hss acknow-
ledged receipt of parcels addressed to them. They undertook

. further distribution of these parcels. It is hoped thet through

the Jewish Committee in Cracow, it will now be possible to dis-
tribute more food garcels to Jews in Poland. Under our Licanece,
welarg authorised to spend $12,000 a month for-packagas {0
Poland. : - i

At ﬁhe prasent time, the J.D.C. la‘ahﬁﬁing'about 1000 par-
cels a month from Teheran to Polish refugees in Russia. Customs'’
duties and postage aocount for two thirds of the total cost

0f the packages. Sending a case with $12 worth of ‘food costs

in-the neighbourhood of $40. Recently, we have beéen able to
purchage food supplies and clothing in Indie, South Lfrica

- and Palestine for the refugees in Russie, and it is hoped that

these supplies will meke up aliout 20,000 packages tc be sent

“‘between October 15th end December 81st, 1948. The purchase of
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these supplies aud the dispatch to Kussia wlll cost about
140,000 Pound Sterling of which the J.D.C. is furnishing £90,000
and relatives in Palestine are putting up the balance. It is
hoped that in time we shall be able to develop facilities for
the dispateh of about 10,000 parcels psr month to Pollsh
refugees in Russia.

The Lend-Lease Organisation hes stock of goods in Iran
intended originally for the rfoles. uwing to strained official -
relations, the U.5.5.R. does not permit the importation of these
goods through Polish channels but would grant import permission
if the J.[.C. took the goods over. MHegotiations concerning this
are now in nrogress. Also the Polish Red Cross owns some stocks
in Iran which they are not now able to send to Hussia. We are
negotiatinz with the Poles for the purchase of these supplies
to be sent on & non-sectarian basis to Polish refugees in Russia.

The Turkish Government has agrsed to permit the export of —

250 tons of food stuffs from Turkey to the 75,000 Jews actually
in Transnistria. The goods will be seant out {n individual
ackepes, and the distribution will be under the auspices of

he International Ked Cross whose Lnkara delegale 1s co-operating
very closely. The J.IL.(. has applied to the Siamte Department for
& Licence to remit funds for the purchese of these supplies. The
State Department has indicated that this way be referred to the
Inter-Governmental Commlttee for decision and has also indicaled
that, in future, all projects for the sending of food packages

to any part of occupied hurcpe may have to be passed upon by

the Inter-Govermmaental Commigtee. ,

It is estimated that therc are now some 30,000 Jews in lutch
concentration cemps, particularly, at Wesierbork. . Our -information
is to the effeet thet the food situation is particularly bad, and
we have applied for & Licence to sond food packages from Lisbon.
The matter is now.pendinge. - : o

Tt is not posslble te export food or clothing from Switzerlend,
but some medical supplies as well as an oeccasional shipment of
powdered milk in bulk can be.sent. The organisations in Switzerland,
with the co-operation of the Inbternational Red Cross,” occaslonally
~  gen@ such bulk supplies to institutions in Polend as well as to -

-~ Thereslenstadt.
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Suming it up, it can be stated that the chief diffi-
culties in sending help to refugee groups in occupled Europe .
arei- o :

1) to got the parcels through to them.
"2.) to obtain the necessary Licence.

3.) to find the necessary food supplies.

In general, the Internationel Red Cross has signified
its readiness to help when & definite proposal is placed
before them, and the necessary funds are provided for a
particular project. :







LML - 441 - - PLAIN

7 London
Dated February 1, 1944
Rec'd 6:19 p.m,

VSecretary of' State,

Washington.

823, February 1.
Please instruct what reply Embassy should
~make to Foreign Office letter of January 28
requesting comments on IGQC directéré»December 7 1
letter (enclosure one despatch 12660 December Sf
and suggesting that advice of British and Aﬁérican
blockade authorities should now be invited én proposal
that three hundred thousand Swiss francs be placed
at disposal of Inbernational Red Crogs for relief
action in favor of Jewé in enemy territoryir Foreign'..
Officerletter states that this could convenientiy
be done by consultation with MW andrEWD which_have
appfopriate procedure established.
Foreign 0Office further states: "We should under
the usual safeguafds be glad to facilitate help from

Jewish organizations to theinr coreligionists in enemy

" .occupied

!
i
i
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-2- 883, February 1, from London

occu;ied territory insofar as blockade fequire—

ments permit and the demands on foreign exchange
facilities for this purpose can be fairly and
conveniently coordinated with those of allied
governments for the general relief of their nationals
in such territory; and would be glad to know in
particular what the views of the Stats Department
would be regarding the provision of funds from public
sources as opposed to contributions by private chari-
table organisations., This point seems to us té"raise
important questions of principle'and we should be
glad to discuss it fﬁrther with you if you caﬁ indi-

cate your government's attitude."

WINANT

WNC




"




E

: ' <
.- : «A;aﬂL/?/’/CC;ﬁb‘
: TELEGRAM BENT L 4%?
MO January 27, 1944 ‘4C¢ﬂ,.v. /7 ¢

This telegram must be .
paraphrased before being 11 p.m.
communicated to anyone

other than & Government

Agenoy. (BR)

* U.S. URGENT T UEPARTMENT OF STATE
AMERICAN LEGATION £EB 95 1944
DIVISION OF
BERN COMMUN]CATIONS & RECORDS
279

FQR THE INTERNAT1ONAL RED CROSS, GENEVA, FROM THE

WAR REFUGEE BOARD. We are familiar with the report (con-
tained in your Cable 571 of October 12, 1943, to your
Washington Delegation) concerning possible feeding pro-
grams in Rumania, Theresienstadt, Slovakia and. Croatia
and the need of funde therefor. We desire immediate
information concerning what areas you could operate in
right now, assuming that necegsary funds are made -
avallable to you, to provide food and medicines to{
Jews and other persecuted groups in German-occupied
areas who are denled the facllities avallable’ to the
rest of the population. Please advise where food,
medioines, and other supplies can be purchased and how
much money is needed.: We are prepared td see-that funds
are made,a&ailaple at once for hecessary operatidns.

" HULL

(AAB)

e W. PEHLE TREASURY DEPARTMENT : .
PER PHONE CONVERBATION WITH E. R: STETTINIUS, JR. %
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE Jaymary 27; 1944
TO Miss Hodel

FROM J. W. Pehle

Mr. Berle advised me at 4:20 this afternoon that the cable

on the International Red Cross would go out today.

J. ¥, Pehle

€C: DuBois, Lesser, Schmidt, Fox
Friedman

R




0fficlal File Copy

1
104 Hr. Btettinius Jamusry 27, 1944

FROMa J. W. Pehle

I am transmitting to you herewith for urgent despatoh to
Minister Harrisen at Bern a cable to the International Red Cross,
whioch 1is so].f-oxplax_mtory.

I em advising the War Department,

(signed) J. W. Pehle

H. Morgentheu, Jr.

(Seeret Service Agent Sherwood carried this to Stettiniuws at 11:20 A. M.)

JWP3ugt 1/27/ 4k

enrann




CABLE TO BERN

Please transmit the following urgent meesage to
the Internationasl Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland, from
the War Refugee Board:
"We are familiar with the report (contained
in your cable No. 571 of October 12, 1943, to
your Washington Delegation) concerning possible
feeding programs in Rumania, Theresienstadt,
Slovakia and Croatis and the need of funds therefor.
We deslire immediate information concerning whet
areas you could operate in right now, assuming
that necessary funds are made available to you,
to provide food and medicines to Jews and other
persecuted groups in German-oocupied areas who
are denled the facilities availsble to the rest of
the population. Please advise where food, medicines,
and other supplies can be purchased and how much
money is needed. We are prepared to see that funds

are made available at once for necessary operations.”

R



CAsLE TO 3ERN

Please transmit the following urgent meesage to
the Interdﬁtional Red Cross, Gensva, Switgerland, from
the #ar iefugee Board:
"We are familiar with the report (contained
in your oable No. 571 of October 12, 1943, to
your #ashington Delegation) concerning possible
feeding programs in Rumania, Theresienstadt,
Slovakia and Croatia and the need of funds therefor.
We desire immediate information concerning what
areas you could operate in right now, agsuming
that necessary funds are made available to you,
to provide food and medicines to Jews and other
persecuted groups in German-ooeupiedrareas who
are denied the facilities available to the rest of
the population. Please advise where food, medicines,
and other supplies can be purchased and how much

money is needed. We are prepared to see that funds

are made available at once for necessary operations.”
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The two following cables wors dictated to Mrs, Shappe over 'phone by
Mr. Leavitt on Januvary 27, 1944

CARLE 594

REGARDING FOOD SHIPMENTS TRANSNISTRIA CHAIM BARLASH BEYOOLY ADVISES
EVERYTHING READY FOR BXPEDITION BUT FCOR TIME BEING INTEMNATIONAL RKD
CROSS ADVISES DELAY 5TOP  MBANWHILE SUGUEST YOU AMEND LIOENSE ORDER
INCLUDE THERESIENSTADYT, GREECE, YUGOSLAVIA THIS SCHEME  STOP
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS PROPOSES SEND THRER WAGONB THERESIENSTAD? STOP'
PLEABE ADVISE SCONEST,

JO3, SCHWARTZ

CABLE 607

COMMISSION MIXTE OF INTHRNATIONAL RED CROSS ADVISES POBSIBLE SEND
INDIVIDUAL FOGD PACKAGES PROM BWITZERLAND TO INTERNEES THERESIENSTADT
OTHER CAMPS SPTOP  EACH PACKAGE WILL CONTAIN VARIETY OF FoOD NO®
OBTAINABLE PORTUGAL INCLUDING FATS, BISCUITS, BOUILLON, BOUP CUBES
ETC. COST OF RAGH PACKAGB SKVENTERN SWISS FRANCS. BTOP  DPLEABZ ADVIGE
WHETHER WE MAY USE FUNDS AUTHORYZED FOR THERESIENSTADT OTHHR CANps
FOR PURCHASE PACKAGES IN SWITZERLAND AL30 wms‘zm ADDITTIONAL
APPROFRIATIONS POR THIS PURPOSH HILL BE LICEHSED.

J0B. SCHWARTZ

P

C0 = Measrs. poble, luxford, DuBole, . N. Bernatein, lessor, Prdedman
liiss Hode}




The Following Pages Are the Best Available
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Reaay for Bhipment.R. 3. Resnlk and shipment exvertes exaw
minine fool supplies;part of the 10,000 food parcels for
Refugees,pefore loading on fright carg,

i
|







N - o
Fc‘;c[)‘}l supplies for Romanian in burlap bags anc officlally
stamped with intz:astional Rad Hroms seals.Note burlap

arp .of qguallty that they cau pe used for clothing Mate-
rial.
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© ReJ.Reenik exsmining the parcelis ready for ship-
¢ The lar.=z bag in centsr co abalias 10 packages

of the cmaller size ae gioWn to tas right aud Lift of
ths lerc: bag,




