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June 8, 194-S 

Dear Mr. Leavitt 1 

The following meaeage for you from Biele waa reoeivecl 
through the United States liDibaasy 1n LiSbon under date of 

·June S, 191.5, 8 e your No. :.?A61 

"As a reaul t of recent inforaation, &U~Jstance of 
followirlg was given Saly1 10,976 refuBeea ~ 
belng given assistance. Bou&bt clothing for moat 
needy cmly from 2t1fo April flDlds. Saaned adv1aable 
to purchase large reserve food for wbioh ~April 
reserve used. Viblle raptd rlse ln prlcea ever,tbing, 
exchange rates remain stable. 

"Sent detailed monthl¥ balanae sheets which accountant 
controls, to Stoold:lolm." 

Very truly yoUl'll, 

. '. ~-· -~ 
Florence Hodel 

Asalatant Eucutlve Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, 8eoret8l"J1 

American Jewlan Joint Dlatrl~t1on Oommittee, 
-no Madlaon Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 

v 

~ 
"'---' RBHutchlaonl 6/8/45 
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Secretary of State 

'tlashington 

1208, June 5, 3 p.m. 
~ 

Lisbon ,,\dfJ 
Dated June 5, 19-±511!~ 

/'OJ 
l:lec'd 3:51p.m. 

~ (~'M) 
CONTROl 

en--...... 
Or­
::e 

oJJPJrc 
Cr) C__ 

~ / :::'j::::: 
-<c.·. 

THIS IS 'tlRB -±21, JDC 2±6, FOR LEAVITT FR0!4oBIE~:" 
r11 

' fQ en SubstPnce of following ~iven Saly RS resu~ recent 
/ 

information: Assistance b~ing given 10,976 refugees 

Shanghai. Clothing for most needy only bought from 20% 

April funds·. 209& April reserve used to purchase large 

reserve food which seemed advisable, Exchange rates 

remain stable while rapid rise in prices everything. 

Sent Stockholm detailed monthly balPnce sheets 

which accountant controls. 

JT 

-

BARUCH 

_____ ____.-:_ \ 

\ 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date_£££_1 5 1972 ~ 
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Dntcd u~y 18, 10~5 

Soorctnry of St~tc, 

i7nshington. 

2815, Zightconth 
X 

Roc'~. 9:26 ~.~., 20th 

;(c;~li ttt:'.nco finnlly nvnilod after nssurcc'_ 
r .-,. 

.n. •-:1. 

~Tour soonest confirr:1o.tion tlt.crcforc nrgcntl~/- confi::"r~ 

unless c;.iscreditcd cli.strib11_tcd per instructions Ol.,i~inc.l 

list O.C tunlly 233 incroc..s 8c:. :1oscnborgs Sz:,~~-:1C...D0,.7ic :;::c;s 

Jos ofmodols ncu born Rabino'.-ric z Luba vic her LlCcl"l"i:;c_ tJto.l 

237 Josefnocl6l1s son mo::muhilo clio(,. Lcmvin[ lOG frc.ncs 

over bnlnnco report clonrl~' nmounts moncol Zynico. 

I.:cndoleigcr asking support Ro.bbi I:ochurJ.:JcrloYI sic;aed 

in nnr:1c groups Rnbbi AshL:cnnzi. Long borrowccl. 2lZ~ i'r2.ncs 

for eo.ch clothinG I.Iirrer ':eshi vn nne. I:olel pay debt 

i;::ncdio. tely urgent • Doni t su~:;port Tf;.T from Yes hi vo. 

sources ns nll sick under DY co.rc due uy health clor;lt 

send to address Orthodox support sit;ned Szuuolonicz". 

This r.1csso..gc 



1 

J 

~- j:'2Bl5, Eightoonthi !ron Born 

I 

This noss~o is more or· loss unintollic;iblo tCJ 

Union Rabbis ropresontntivos Svlitzorland cmd to no. -_h 

have repeatedly attempted to "Rabbis in Si1anghni to 

wire in Polisl-:t or Geruo.n instond of' gnrblod Englis!1 i}l:_t 

without o.vo.:!.l. 2132. 

HJF' 



MAY 10 1945 

;)oar Sirs, 

'l'ha following message .for ;ou from Sternbuch was racoi ved 
through the !In i ted Stutes Led at , on .in Bern under date of 
i,.ay 5, 1945& 

- "The following wire frQlll Sai!JUelo Wioz, Shanghai, 
has been reoei ved by us ' received support specify 
yes Hlvah unoonditlonallT urging 121 000 francs 
monthly expenditure 1 • 11 

Very truly yours, 

f~i~ed) Floren~~ Hodel 

Florfmce Hodel 
Acting Executive Direator 

Vaad Hllhntaala lldnergenoy Committee, 
132 Nassau St.retJt 1 
New York 7 1 New York. 

$f 
RBH:inp 5/9/1,5 
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Distribution 
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( J \I') 

Washington. 

2631 1 May 51 9 a.m. 

\'~B FROH ~4C~LELLAND 
I 

I 

BErn 
·'/(~ 
~ --?\' 
Hay 5, 1945 {) "':.j':.?f~-

REc 1 d 5:41 p.m. 

,,CfJN,JRDt COPY 
:VI/J.Y 7 ~ 194F. I 

DC!t I 
.. --· .. l~i;.lliON Off'ICE 

·---.. .. 
I 

Foll0w1ng from StErnbuch to Vaad Hahatzala NEW 

York. 

11 \··IE hR.VE rEcEiVEd following wirE from SaauElo 
./ 
cHez Shanghai: support rECEivEd spEcify yEs Hivah 

/ 
ExpEnditurE unconditionally urging 12,000 francs 

.:1onthly" 

JMS 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 5 197
2 
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DEPARTMENT OUTGOING 

TELEGRAM 
DIVISION OF 

CENTRAL SERVICES 
, OF 

STATE 

t 
p~ I PLAIN 

CONTROL COP~ April 

TELEGRA~ S~Tl~y. 

cc~ ttl 'ZJ, ' 
-~_J;.{utVL 

24, 1946 ~ -~ ~-

k~l~::~wentc- "'"'h i c::~;::~ATI-~ 
Ueaae tleliver the follo;·;ine ?eesoge (::RD 173} to 

t 
Harol cl 'lr~bo • Lisbon, from l1. A. Lenv1 tt 1 A;;;erictm 

Je~riFh Joint Distribution Oonmittee: 

' ~~Uv'IB X our I larch 29th rem1 ttecl . 1, oon ~luec•en 
I I • 

under license for test parcels to ::ihant;;hc.1. Uil·~uote 

. ',·[;[·. II 

GREW 
(Aot1ns> 

( j 

t'il·W :J:llN: lhl t·l E 
4/24/49 



--

_,,,Jll ~;,~LUi -- ,. L 'l .D ~1,000 .:illdhi• vNi!ii.H 
'.i 1 ,_,•' Ci·~L .. : r ..... :~ hvL·~.:. ~-:~ ll._.;,:;,_ 

'I j ;'' '} . /I ( _) 

A"')ril 19, 1945 

.. :iss Chaunce~~ (f0T' the S2c 1y-), 8obn, ~Q~-,.ciP, ·icstT:, ~:oriel, Hutcc.is:.:w ... , 
J:.:cConnacr.:, c)' DNyer, .Tiles. 

FH:hd 4/19/46 

ll!, 

~:_ 



- 2. To Harold Trobe, Lisbon 

YOUR MARCH 29th REMITTED $1,000 SWEDEN UNDER LICENSE FOR TEST PARCELS TO 

SHANGHAI 

M A LEAVITT 
J DC 



,. 

Dear Sirs; 

The fallowing message for you from Sternbuoh was received 
through the Uni t.ed States Legation in Bern under data of 
April 4, 1945: 

0Samue1owits in Shanghai cabled as follows 
'all need special holi~ support and are raqueating 
considerable clothing relief. Rabbis Wolmark, 
Saymanowics, Krawiec, et cetera have cabled aa follows• 
Awrombaoh Kirer 10,000 Kletaker 3,000 felaer J,ooo 
Rabbis and Kollelim 2,000 Habad 2,000 Kamenitaer 
1,000 Lubliner 1,000 Betjoset 500 Slonimer 250 Radiner 
250 t.ot.al 2:3,000. Urgent. your oontirmation receipt. 
otherwise 1 t 1'1111 be impossible tor these individuals 
and groupe enjoy Vaad Hshataala em&l"gency support. 
Please an8hr soonest • ". 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Bxeoutive Director 

Valid Hshatula lmeqenoy C<anittea, 
132 Nassau street, 
lin York 7, New York. 

" 
.,RBHiinp 4/12/45 
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/ 

,Bern 
21 
Dated 

DIVISION OF 

CENTRAL SERVriES J 
TELEGRAPH SEC 19~ 

I "-._ {~ ' f 
//}Jk . ( / ;)V}A./--

1945 API{ 11 

l.ll 

Secretary of Str;te 1 

Washington 

1957 1 Fourth 
?-

AM 9 

FOR WRB FROI-1 l>iCCLELLAND 
/ 

'j •J ( 

April 4, 1945 

Rec'd 2 p.m., lOth 

Sternbuch is having difficulty relayinG messages 

from Shanghai to USA concerning relief questions <'.nd 

has therefore asked me pass follmving oess2.ge on to 
I 

you for Vaad Hat2.zala.: 
I 

11 Sz~uelowi tz in She.nghai has cabled as follows 

1all need special holiday support e.nd are requesting 

considerable clothing relief. Rabbis Wolme.rk, 

Szymanowicz, Krawiec, et cetera have cabled as follOvlS; 

Awrombach Mirer 10 1 000 Kletzker 3 1 000 Telser 3,000 

Rabbis and Kollelim 2 1 000 Habad 2,000 Kamenitzer 

1,000 Lubliner 1
1
000 Betjosef 500 Slonimer 250 Radiner 

250 total 23
1
000. Urgent your confirmation receipt 

otherwise it will be impossible for those individuals 

and groups enjoy Vaad Hahatzala emergency support. 

Please answer soonest'"• 

HARRISON 

Note~ _LelLy due to non-re6eipt. 



_.-

/.' .. 
J 

l~=cl :n, 194." 

-' 

DeHr i:r. Lo().vittt 

'l'he folloud_r,c :Jessaee fo-r you from Hc,z-•,1,'!_ Trobe was 
recMved t 1J.Toug• the United Stat;:Js ~bassy in T,isbon under 
date of i~<>rcl: 2?, 1915: 

11
Re cable from Gottfarb substance of •1hich follows 

please advise: Insured regiatered letters to 
Shanghai np to two kilos wei~l:t J:la;; 1>e sent. 'i'he 
l'lail oonnocttons via Russia are open. Plan I w"'lrl 
like to cr>.rry out of sending inJection syringes 
medicines and first rate food tJ:ie way han been 
discusse<! b1. th lli tlmr. llitkar is interested !!.nd 
states accordine custoMs regulations permissable 
provided the material corresponds to the value 
e.eclared when mailed. Is tt ''Ossible to receive 
apuroximately $1,000 from JDC. for firot experiment. 
AmoriCM Legation 1 s opinion best that blockade be 
cle,.red by New York. II 

Vary truly yours, 

(Signed) Florence Hodel 

Florence !~ode1 
Assistant ~ecut1vo Director 

MrL "• A. Lee.vitt, Seoretar;y-, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
New York 161 li'ew York. 

VEaetinl 3/31/45 
fi# 
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by special --W) 

Q I . • • -;eel·/--;?.;..1, 
l ~ 
g:.~,s1bon !') ---J(U~ 
Dated March 29~ 1~5 (/ 

Rec'd 3:42 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

\"/as hingt on. 

682, March 29, 11 a.m. 1 
t I 

THIS IS 'JRB 317 JDC 206 FOR LEAVITT FROLI TROBE 
1 I 

Please advise us re cr1.ble from Gottfarb substance 

of which follows: possible send insured rct;isterod 

letters to Shanghai Uj_J to two kilos weicht. !Tail 

connections open vin Russia. Have discussed 17ith 
I 

Bitkar plo.n I v10uld lj.ko to carry out of sendinc; 

injection syrint;es medicines and first rate food .. 
this way.. Bitkar interested states permissc.ble c.c-

cordinG customs re~:;ulo.tions provided material corres-

ponds to vnlue declared when mailed. Is it ~ossible re-
1 

ccivo fur first experiment appropriation of (;1, 000 

fror.1 Joint? In opinion Amurican Legation best thD.t 

blockade be 

H'l'D 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

~CD ·15 '\972. 
By R. lL Parks Date~ 
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DEPARTMENT OUTGOING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF OF 
STATE ' CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRA~PSE TION 

/~-;e '/'~./ 
;S'kt:~,-;4_ 

February 26, 45 7 ( 
~. i.r:lbut;l<.·n L'I' ·:oM;;.; Noon 

~;~~~~m~~~~ be , ; \a~-~) 

LlGBO!'l 

332X 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE\.~ 

T~&;C,QP~ 
x 

The cable belo;," ls i;RlJ 146. 

1-'leeee deliver· ;Jc.r"ph:c-:c\roe of follo~·.ring meao:"ge to 

He.rold 'l'robe frm.; H. A. Le:w.t ft of Ameridan Je'~>rish Joint 

. j .; I 
;u/.UO'i'J!; !'temlttJ ;~uly ~<1:,YOr' ;,100,000 Gh.li!.rtgha1 e;r·ant 

J.."ebruacy urJd •;400,0(.\G Eecocid half' J?ebruat>y GH1tzez:iand. 

\'JRB: 1-lMV:KG 
2/24/45 

GREW 
(Acting) 

(GLW) 

~-. -recJ.~~~ons tne \ 
For securl ty •. · must 

f thiS mess"-ge 
text o d d 

"1" gu<'.r e . be ClOS<> J 

Uil. 1 

·. \·~_'i 1 DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·7l! 

B R, H. Parks DiM:.S.EB.l 5 1g72-
Y. . . . ·' 



C.ABIB TO AMERICA!l EMBASSY LLSBOJI• FllOM WAR REFUGEE BO.AIID 

Pleue delJ:vw follow1ng maaaage to Harold Trobe from 

M. A. I.eavitt ot Amer1oaD Jewish Joint t>ietribution COIIllld.tteet 

f 

QIJOTE REMl'l"m> SALY MAYER 01&,000 SIIANGHAI ORAN'1' 
FEBRUARY AND ~,000 SEOOND HALF FEBRUARY S>UTZERUND. 
UNQUOTE 

2: 30 p.m. 
February 21, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y)~ Akzin, Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, 
Hutchison, McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files 

~utchison: 2/20/45 



j 

_.-

Cable to Harold Trobe, Lisbon, thru WRB 

! 

i 
RillJITTED SALY HAYER $100,000 SHAHGHAI GRANT FEBRUARY ATm $4001 000 SECOND HALF 

FERRUARY SliiTZERLAND 

Leavitt - JDC 



··" 

-;:r-
\• r·' 
',tl ... 

\ ..; 

V. 

February 15, 19!.5 

Oet-r :Jr. LeHYitt: 

T!'te fol ~o•in5 illas:;E.,;e for j ou froro Hvrold 'fro be 
.,.,,::;. recei-v-ed t::rou,;h the American Le6'-ltior. in Lisbon 
m~.-::er date of Febrt'lC.Jj :2, 11! .. 5; · 

"J::c 167, Sperot b.bout. -!llJ,ODO for -=ii<"f 
iu c-hcns~'!:i o>Ari!![ J:,nur.ry, 86;: of w•.l.c!t 
: r..l;i ~ky?:' &dvise& a.!; fOJ food, f"or Febr·lVQ 
S!,ly blrecC:~ trw~sfen eo ZOJ,O::JQ [;"isb frf'..ncs 
Lnd h<> e:q:ecr,p tn.nsfer this month 200,000 
~;r.iss fn.nco; £./ditimu.l." 

Very truly ;. ours, 

I~ 
Flo•·euce Hodel 

Aesistc.nt Executive Di:-ector 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, secretary, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
270 !laditJon Avenue, 
Now York 16, flew York. 

~ RDrury 2/15/45 

f?P 



INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

~~~;!i~~tion of' ~f~fEt) r. !,'.: iOL~~bon 
rEnding only by spEcinl DntEd 
nrrangEmEnt. W) .:I· ... S 

j$ RE c 1 d 

SEcrEtnry of' StatE, 

iJVnshington. 

315, FEbruary 12, 6 p.m. 
X 

FEbrunry 12,1945 

7:55p.m. 

THIS 12 vVRB 311 JDC 167 FOR IE.J. VITT FROM 

Hl~ROLD TROBE • 
/ .. 

ApproximntEly :;;;110,000 spEnt for rEliEf' during 
,· 

January in Shnnghni of' which 86% for food Snly MayEr 

advisEs. 20o;ooo ~wiss francs nlrEndy trnnsf'ErrEd 

by Saly for FEbrunry nnd hE plnns this month trnnsf'Er 

additional 200,000 Swiss f'rnncs, 

NOR WEB 

JMS 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

B,y R. 1L Parks Date--SEf, 1 5 1972 
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·•G ,j>onr~ , _ ., .. , ; j/ 

BJIJ\N 

o4 
The oable below tor MoCl.U:lall\4---lillr-'t::·.'tt1tt;u~.----·---------

1.. ./ 
Fleas• deliver following mesaago to Xsaao Sternbuoh, 

"" 3 'leufenerjStraaa(ll, st. Gall, from Rabbi A.b1•aham Kulmanow1tz 

ot the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee: 
/ ..! v 

·;..UOT£ Sent you gix remittances of 428,916 tranos each. 

~dv1se whether any developments on Shanghai eva~uation and 

whether you remitted the~ all funds with complete 1nstruc-
/ 

tions. ~ou must inform Ssmulew1tz we greatlf distut-bed at 

continued unjuot1tied compldnts. Our tunlle from val'iou• 

sourcee-euoh as Vaad Habatzala, Yeshivoth and individuals. 

j'cur d1r~tr1but1on sobom~ equitable and funda a.1str1buted as 
-/ 

~1ven and ordered. ~lease endeavor avoid disagreements e1nee 

our '\o!Ol'k suffers thcl:reby. l!I-4-.!.UOTIL 

Wl\joj:MM'Y~.KG 

l/4/4& 

S'.L':::'.I"l'Il'TIUS 
(Gt!W} __ 

5'1'11": :~ri' 'j 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. ~ Parks Date.-S.E£,1 5 1972 § 

~ 
I ~ 

--- --·----~~~~-----~-~~ ~- ........ _ --!· 



t 

Please d~iver following message to Isaac Sternbuch, J Teufenor 

Strasse, ~t. Gall, from Rabbi ,Jlbrar.am Kalmanowitz of the Vaad liahatzal.a 

~~urgency Comwittoea 

QUarE SEIIT Yuti SIX i!EW:T'l'MIC~;s .Jf 4281 816 l"RAI\GS 1<:-'GH. ~DVISK 
l'lliETm;a ANY DRV~;LOPAJRNTS <ltl SHAIIO!'.AI EVACUill'l\Jfi J\fW WllETI!~:n YOU 
R!<:W:l'l'RD THERE ALL F'Ulf.L!S tiiTfi C\lMPLETR ll>f>TRUCTlOOS. 1011 111JST 
I NFU!!.M f:..ZMIJLRtil n 'tiE OiiliAl'LY Dl STilftBJ<;n AT Gtll~,l NUED l!NJ U.S'i'I FIJW 
COMPLAINTS. OUR J?UNIJS FROM VfiJl.lOIJS SCURCES .SUCH A:' VAAD 
Ht>IIA'I'l.ALA, YF_.81JIV01'1! Alt'D INDIVIDUP.I.S, OUH DI!':'!'ltrB!JTJdl f,CHEME 
INlliTfl'lLh: AND FUNDS DJSTFI.IilL'TF.D t.s lllVF.N /JJD ·~RDER!m, PLI':ASE 
RNDKI\Vi)H AV~1ID DlSAO!tER!/E!>iTS f'INGi<: · Uli ~i.:H.K [:I;"}'Jt~JlS 'l'HRREBY UNi.ihiTE 

7ii::3 IS 1TILi BK\:i CARL> li ·1. )49. 



i1 ., :!1 i1 i1 -r :!1 I 

flO HfiHtiTZRLfl 

war Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
washington, n. c. 

Dear Miss Hodel1 

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 810) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

December 29, 1944 

Attention: Miss F. Hodel 

May we ask you to please expedite the enclosed massage through 
facilities of the war Refugee Board. 

We are indeed thankful for the maey oourtesies whioh you have 
extended to us on the many oooasions that we have had to turn tQ 
the war Refugee lloard during the year. 

With our deepest a:ppreoiat ion, 

Very respeotful.ly' yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENcY COMMITTEE 

To rescue, save a'ntl preserve /rom war destructitnJ lhe Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, R4bbis, Scholars •nd Commun.l u•Jen) 

To utllln th• Possibilities for rescue of EuroP•on Jewry wher~ the 
V • a d H a h a t : a I a progr•m ;, especially neetl1tl. 



I i1.,~i1i1 ,~. 

HfiHtiTZfiLA 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132,NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

Message to Isaac Sternbuoh 
3 Teufener Strasse 

December 29, 1944 

through 
St. Galien, SWi tzer1and 
American Legation, .l:iern. 

---------------------- &? 
SENT YOU SIX REl.IITTAl1CES OF 428,816 FRANCS EACH. [aw MUST INSIST ~ 
THAT BANK P,\Y Y"CU ()JMPLEJ'3 SU!II REirliTTED WITHOUT DEDUCTING SINCE FUNDS ~ 

CONSECRATED FOR RESCUE] ADVISE WHEJ'HER ANY DEVELOPMENTS ON SHANGHAI /. ~ 
EVACUATION AND WHETHSR YOU REMITTED THERE ALL ?illWS WITH cx:nt.PLE'CE 

BSTRUCTIONS, YOU MUST INFORM SZMULE\'IITZ WE GREATLY DISEURBED AT 

OOl1riNUED UNJUSTIFIED COMPLAINTS , OUR FUNDS FIDM VARIOUS SOURCES SUCH 

AS VA.AD HAH.ATZ.AL.&, YESHIVOTH AND INDIVIDUALS.XU OUR DISTRIBUTIDN 

SCHEME EQUITABLE AND FUHDS DISTRIBt1rED AS GIVEN AND ORDERED, PLEASE 
., 

ENDEAVOR AVOID DISAGP.EE.'\IENTS SINCE OUR WORK SUFFERS THEREBY. 

VAAD HAHATZALA l!MFRGENCY CO:MMI1TEE 

RABBI .ABRAHAM KALMANOWI TZ 

To r~scue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, &bbis, Scholors o11d Commurul Leorlers) 

To utllb:• the pouibilities -for resi:ue of EnroPe•n Jewry where the 
V • • tl H • h • t z • I • progrom IJ especially neerled. 



' !-...__.../. 

j 

!;ecember 2?, 1944-_ -

Dear Sirs: 

Tht> follo,ing lH'fSF.;;e for ''11-bbis Grosowsky, Kalmanowitz, Kotler and 
Lwowitz from Habbis Wolf Jacobson, Abraham Jakobsohn, and s. Wolbe was 
received t'"•r,-,•.tgh t:-. ,- -~'·"-:,·i~> n !,er,~>. tLm in Stockholm under uate of December 21, 

19!.4: 

11 l'eceived follor:in,_; lhe"GI'.;~o tt.ro•;,,t-. Fo ·c;i~n Office of !'.-lieden: f_t 
MireJ' College in Sl1ar.ghc.i t 11ere are 18 iema.J.e<1, 2-J5 lll&L,a, ::.6 d1ilc~ren 1 
in r-;/~.!it·l.on T.O Jl femr.leE, ~L2 males, &!.~ 51 chil.1ren fro!J t~-:e other 
!iffilil..ted o,ganizution.o. 'r'<ey U'e out r,f lilOilBY hnd req.le;Jt im:·,eJib.te 
transie:· c-f fun.-1~.;, figuring ;_?') Dwiss frar.•_:e p<1r month per pers:m, an<l 
in t. :aitio" "r.·o ext'·aordinary ~".lpport fo,· relie!:' fwld "TJ,T 11 of R~:bbi 
Lewe:u:tein. 

"A.LSO fiB lwve receiveG. during paSo f,." d<-.;i& UISSSU1;€B \7lt'c t>XaSp"rro.ted 
compla.iuts cab:J...-"i from every college (Kamenitz, Lublin, Klezk, Lubawitech, 
Wilade.shkovno-Kolel, ''adln, 'cabbin:..c!il group) 11lso fmm th" olr\er pupils 
of Mi.n ... r. liet~(~:::- .:f' t·:t: otrer colloges r.!..e deu.1andint; t,i.at a:.t~t:.<>rt for 
t~em b,; seut to Rabbi Ashkenazi ctil·ectly. Pupil.s of .'din:· <'ec,;c:·<o tLat 
t: eir support be sent personally to each st,1dent and ask t:•r,t _,ou Gellland 
t)·,eir signntu··e on receipts co're ·'cne: futm·e tra11sfe: :'! "-'·'' past tn._,.sfers 

also. 

"Meil contact with Sh£lllghai since Au~u:.;t not possible. 

nwith relief appeal we are working for the colleges. ~ven the Government 
of Sweden ;,owever is not able to obtain emigration allo·A"ance for cl tizens 
of Sweden residing in Shangh&i. \'ie will agvin ,-eport to you soon. Please 
do not appeal to authorit-ies of ~weden before consulting us. 

";'egarding Rabbis who were c'eporten from Lithuania, 1\C are !lnable to 
do anything. n 

Very t-ruly yot<.rs, 

·re!~ed) :r.w. Pehle 

J, Vi. Pehle 
Executive Director 

J
Vae.d Hahatznla Err•ergency 
132 Rassau Street, 

~New York 7, New York. 

RDrury 12/27/44 

Committee, 
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OPYtFS: 
5216, DEcEmbEr 21, 

% 

AdcrEssEo to R~bbis 
/ / 

/ , 
Grosowsky, KalmRnQl.·ri tz, 

ICotlEr Elnd Ll!owi tz, VM1d H'1hi1Utlrth EmErgEncy Co ::.Jitt:::E 
I 

~:::w York is following mEssagE from Rabbis lolf J~co~son, 
I 

.A~'l':-'11~.:- Jnkobsohn 11nd S. Wol bE. This is our nu .. 1:JG' 115 

for ~'RE. 

11 Following mESsAgE rEcEiVEd through S'·rEC:is;l ?ol"Elgn 

OfficE: In ShnnghRi thErE RrE at MirEr CollEGE 205 

:1~lES 1 18 fEmRlES 1 16 childrEn, bESidES 148 ,-r.l:s 1 31 

fEonlEs, 51 childrEn from thE othEr connEctEC: institutions. 

'l' ::-· h:-vE no morE monEy and ask fo.r immEdintE :·:onE:\' 

tr::-.nsfEr calculating 120 Swiss frEincs pEr ·oErson :::aci1 

. !Ol1'ch, Pnd furthEr onE Extra ordinary support fol' :s.~-_:jiJi 
I 

L:::'IEnstEin 1 s rEliEf fund 11 TAT 11 • 

rurin~ lRst fEw days WE h11vE also rECEiv~C cniJlEs 

frod EVEry collEgE (KamEni tz, KlEzk, Lublin, LE:Jnl-Ii tsch, 

Il[lc".~_i-,_, '\riilacl.Hshkovno-KolEl, Rabbinical group) ::-,s !:c:ll as 

fro--, ·t;hE olc1Er MirEr punils with EXRSp Era tEe,_ co .. :plr!.in ts. 

LEc.c;_Ers 
DECLASSIT1ED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 5 1972 



- ./ 

'I'he followillg u1e~:~D.6e fo!· you from Jo;.:.eph Sc!_'.\hi"tZ -,· b.S 

received tr··.rough t/·:E: /•.JLtJr·icnn Lesa~ io~: in Fk-!"'r. .m.>:-r ·-•& t.e 
of ·:-::ee,~tt 1 l~r· ~-:l, l0.,t.,..: 

., __ ,_ ~ ::.LJ.~::r~.i. ctej -:.o .:~:-JfiiiS£~&1 u5 .-;1i _:_i~n Ct.i~lc :::,_. 
doll&r:; in October, 80 in November »lld 91 in teeember. 
~-oL &<:ct.;_ t~VL!tL!.. ?0 !i:illion iur r•eeembLT i3 beL;;:; racue~teu 
b.) i.h£:: COHGJ.ittee en•. tnis we J~&d to .. ~er.~.y sinceo ~e ::avb 
FlreLd:.l exceedeu •Ell"' hud-set. Ho·.vpvcr "Ae · :.1 ~ llot~· 
:;_·JJ,C~oJ ;_.i,i3ti f..r~.:..llCo:.i ~ ':)]._' c.Lo~~:.ln.~~ i:t ; CC!!';· .. te..:· : . .:5 r-• 

. F<::C~c-l o!·.e t.iJ,(~ ~r<-J..lit, ~'-:~o. : li.:.:e ~mor;~~-i" :... Januo.i·y 
.. o:..· t .e :A:.ule t··u2'_iJ'.):;e. I~ i; _·€..t:OJ. te...:· 1Jy :,·-~ I'::.)JHi.1ittt::e 

"Lh&l- l2,0JJ pe-~·sous r .. e 1·t p ·eseht 0n f·.1ll :~(-lief (~Hi 
:·.any of V:em t ··u aged l:i!lC ,·.ic.l<. A..:.so ;, ~,c t- ~;-. ·e a number 
ef f1·osthite c&ses r.s u nosu.Lt, ::J!' a<vwe wint~r .veather. 

"It~ vi-~-·l ·::f t:·-.~~-.! .~.neon trolled. in .. l.c-: tion E!.'.: grp;._ tly 
incr.,tct;lng prices we will have to ex;:ec t eve·:· ir.cree.a-
L~-5 .

1
t;:r:fiL .. s ~'.J:1 ... f'lrt.r.er ait:, 1~ ~:·e:....t. numb- ~ :)f :·.::f~ees 

'11:<ve now been iu Sh•mghai f~ ix yet.J'S ;,i tL no new cloUlillg: 
t:te:·E>J>)~·c r."\ 011e time grunt ·.-.Ls abdolute-ly Hcce~sc~~Y for 

·,:lis purpot-e. Iu viec. lu.&o of lr,c:t:&»ing f ... icea conulttee 
ce,sires to .:.Hy in no;. scm~~ ctoc.l(S 1\x, ~-~~,e:- COiliill.; montl.s 
of winter. 

u;::nt s:1e:..:..:..t., I belit:ve, :!.ib-(l"E: l;_~ -bt---:, l'lini,Jum '~l:JO,:)(y; 
beginning ;;itro January." 

Mr·. M. A. Leavitt, 
>~American Jetvish Joint 

Diatribution Committee~ 
270 Madison Avenue, 
New Yol"k 1(>, New York. 

)IDrury 12/26/ l,l. 

Very truly yoL<r·s, 

{Signed) J.W. Peble 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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,, Bern 

Dated December 21, 1944 

Rec 1d 6:30 jJ.m. 
c:-

,-..,­,, 

This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. ~~i8TH!@T~~ 

Secretary of State, 

\vashington _ 

X 
clrabL~PY 
~c;~.rlb~vv 

12(5 
Q255, December 21, 6 p.m. 

FOR \ffiB FROM MCCLELLAND_ 

Kindly deliver the follm·ring message from Sch-vmrtz 

to Leavitt of JDC: 

11 1ve sent to Shanghai in October 65, in :'lovember 80 
,I 

and in December 91 million Chinese dollars. The committee 

is asking for El_n addi tior:al 70 millions for December 

w-hich we had to re;f'use bece_use 0 Ur budget has alreedy 

been exceeded. 1-Je did hoNever gre_nt 100,000 Swiss francs 

as a special one time grant for clothing in December and 

a similar amount for the same purpose for January. 

Committee reports tha-:c 12,00U people are nm.r on full 

relief many of them sick and aged. There are also 

numerous cases of frostbite due to hard 1vinter ~<reather. 

With present uncontro~l~~~Ailflatiori :ahQ, tremendously 

increS.S;ing prices 1ve can look for1vard 'tb1 tfi.;'er increasing 

demand for additional been in 



~-

,.. 

·.1· • 

-2- #8255, December;?_?l, 6 p.m., from Bern. 

Shanghai six years now w·i thout any new clothes, a one 

time grant therefore for _this purpose was absolu'Gely 

necessary. Also with rising prices· committee w·ishes 

lay in some stocks no<v for coming lvin t er months. 
J 

Believe you should figure budget beginning January 

minimum $100,000 11 • 

HUDDLE 
DU 



Pe.:~r Sirs: 

The followine; a:ensage for you from Isa·.c ::ternbuoh Vias received 
thro:.1z;h the An,erican Legation in Bern under date of November 22

1 
194!,: 

"t~fforts are being made by us to reorganize the <!ispatah of 
narcela being sent to Shanghai. Reneated complaints have been 
conlin,; to us recently regarding the method of distribution of 
relief funds. in Shanghai E.Uld we have requested S. z. Muelowicz 
bo provide to us for each group accurate figt~es, The follow­
ing reply hfOB been received& Mirer Kolle! 36 persona, ~irer 
Jescplwe.h 181, Rabbis 44, fiilno Kovmer Kollelim 35, Mirer Hlillhala 
3 1 rn,erried students of Rabbis 23 1 Kamenetzer 14, Lubliner 30

1 
Kletzker 

(including 3 familied 15, Beth Joseph (incluciing 1 couple) 10, 
Telsher (including 4 families totaling 13 persons), Chabad 3, 
Raduner 31 Slonimer 3, Boledim 7 1 (*) 18, Total number 451. people. 

"Deparate from Rabbis group is iHlner Kowner Kolle!. "C request 
that distributions in the future, to avoid any misunderstandings, 
be based ryrecisely on this new plan." (*) apparent omissi.on. 

Vaud Hahutzala Emergency Committee, 
13~ Nassau Street, 
New York 7, New York. 

Very truly yourt;, 

(IUIDte<1J .1. lli ............. 

J. li, Pehle 
Executive Director 
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hLH-1761 
Distribution of 
truE rEading only by 
spEcial arrangEmEnt. 
t W) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington 

7685, NovEmbEr 22, 4 p.m. 
ll r 

FOR 'iiRB FROM MCCLELL.P.ND. 

.. ·.TE 

I f<) 

BErn 

DatEd NovEmbEr 22, 1944 

REc 1 d 2:55 a.m., 23rd 

D!ERGENCY CQ;;!MITTEE, UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS, FROM 
.; 

STERNBUCH. 

WE arE attEmpting rEorganizE sEnding cf parcEls 

to Shanghai. SincE wE havE rEcEntly rEcEivEd rEpEat-

Ed complaints concErning distribution schEmE of rE­
./ 

liEf funds in Shanghai WE askEd s. z. MuElowicz to 

furnish us with Exact figurEs for Each group. WE 
.. / 

havE rEcEiVEd following answEr: MirEr JEscplwah 
~ v ~ 

181 pErsons, MirEr KollEl 36, Rabbis 44, MirEr Hanhala . ./ . / 
8, hilno KownEr KollElim 35, marriEd studEnts of Rabbis 

./ ./ .J 
23, LublinEr 30 KamEnEtzEr 14, KlEtzkEr (including 3 

" familiEs) 15, TElshEr (including 4 famfU£8 numbEring 
../ ..; 

13 pErsons) (;~) 18, BEth JosEph (including 1 couplE) 
..; ... / ../ 

10, Chabad 3, Slonimrr 3, Radunrr 3, BolEdim 7. Total 

454 pErsons. 
~-

'ldlnrr '~wnrr 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

B~ R. H. Parka Date 'S EP 1 5 -1972 -



"• I. 

-2- #7685, NovEmbEr 22, 4 p.c1. frc.:u BErn 

I 

WilnEr KownEr KollEl is sEparatE from Rabbis 

group. ~E ask that futurE distributions bE Exactly 

basEd on this nEw schEmE to avoid misundErstandings. 

HUDDLE 

RR 

(*) ~pparEnt cmrnission 
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\ .~:) Ji\ l 

STOCKHOl.~i 
228'1 
~hi oabl~ bl'lltl'lf for OlsQrl ia WRB 2•12. 

Y. 
.l?leatl<il JO)l1 val' pe.raphrass of the follo•-;ir:•; 

,. 
iiilhelm i'•t•lbe, 11 Oletsgotten0 

r "' Xalmanor:1 t2. of the Vaad Hahatz:5.la ii:mergency Co: ®it tee: 

~UOTE Recent Shatl~h~\1 repor't;e alarming o Inflathmacy price a 

ana. eic:knaas eno.ar.gor ~xietenco. Urge you talru t'ollow:i.ng measure a 

(l) encieavor send f'ood clothing parcels medicar,Jfmts to our l'.'ab­

b1n1oal gi.'O?J.p .'l.n Bh~j.flgha.1 by arrangement of l'lv•l11sh ~n, Jl;l.pnnes(! 

GoveJ:nmentn. (2} urg.a intertlfH!L'IiOn of' Ewed.l.sh (}oysrnmmt !<)l' O"ut-

right releg,aa of this religious rabbinical y;~·onp. (3) ~nd.e~vor 

s~eure s"redien c1t1zenr;b1p for antir·e .,;r·oup tc- racd.lit0.te :r-dlease 

~vil.l send you end.f'a lltit. Enlie;t cooperatior.< swp?ort 1\abb:t 
I 

!i;hrenpreln the1'1e~ pro,)eets. UNQ.UO'l'.&: 

i\RB : llliV '1-G 
ll/13/44 

NOli: 

ST.E'!ll'ItL:Us 
. ACT!Nlk 

(GL\i) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By .R. H. Parka Data S E P 1 5 1972 
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:;,:::4::. 1'0 l>,I:;rs·;;::r, .JJtlii'&ot:, ~:~:)C'KHOI.~t, F'l'ifi '1Li·E-H, i>ROO lrAR P.EFUG!rr BOARD. 
-~ 

~-UG~~~E ,:_.:;,~t~~T ~:HpJJGHJJ r~::?O:lf[ Af.JJ1MING. 1NF1ATION.AftX PRlC:.S 
... ;(~ .·::rClGl1:3S :JiDIUKlrR EXIS!~N~;E. lli{(iJ; YOG Ti~1~t l-"''LWflll-lG :-.:f':i~BUtiJ:S 

(1) :;;;~;])i<:AVD:l SE',;; J:'X~ CLOTHING P;.il.C~i.B UJ::DICii~J:t-ii"d 1'0 ,,<Ji. 
I-tA:~.-e·:: ~ · t t :;~:-JL<7 IN ~~'~!r~NG:IAI .:JY 1~~~R..J'_N(,;:.~~:r.l.l7 Of" ~;~E!rt~H AUr-: 
.L~f'/.:C.:::' C:07'..::i:U:iE~'YG. (.:!) :.;n,;;J:; ItlTl'!<CESSIO!I Ol HEPSrl GOv2RN­
'-~EM'r FO!' OUTEIGHT Rf.Lr:ASP iJ.l>' T<Uf f\ELIGIOOS ltilBBHliGAL QROUP. 
(.J) F'tlDf.AVOl' ;: CURl!: Sl\EJ)l[:fl CITIZENSHIP f!J~ d'l':Hlt: GltOUP TO 
7 .. -tCILITATE rY~"'Y;.~}: FI~.L c::nn !Dr fJ-:TntE Lrs·r. ~ NLIST loWPlRtTION 
3Ul'!'OUT lli .. l'JlU !T:1C1H'l:EIS 'f;!E::'t: PRO.TEC'i'S U!lf..,UOTE 

THIS IS ltRB STOCKHOLM CABLE NO. 242. 

/ ad/Y 
1(11(\) P;15 p.n. 

L_,.v .\)tf?' liovember 8, 

~l \~ -t'-f 
l')/.4 

I!is~haunce:r (for the Jec •y) ;~trai.amson, Ackermann, Cohn, DuBois, :?ried.man, 
Ho(\'91, Lesser, t'annon, :-tcCormack, ~>iles 

R»Rury ll/8/44 ~ -

I 
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HfiHtl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM Bl9) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-423!5 

J.!essage to Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe 
11 Olefsgotten 
Stockholm, SWeden 

through Aile rioan Embissy, Stockholm 

----------------------------
Recent Shanghai reports alarming. Inflationary prices and sickness 

endanger existence. Urge you take follovring !jl.easures 1) endeavor 

send food clothing parcels medicaments to our Rabbinical ~roup in 

Shanghai by arrangement of SWedish and Japabese Gove·rnments. 2) 

Urge intercession of SWedish Uovernmsnt for outright release of this 

religious Rabbinical group 3) Endeavor secure SWedish oitheneJlip 

for entire group to facilitate release Will send you entire list 

stop Enlist cooperation support Rabbi Ehrenpries these projects 

VAAD HAHATZA{.A EMl!RGENOY OOl!MI'lTEE 

Rab~~ 

To f'tscw, save tlnd -preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Y eshlvoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) 

To uHIIn the possibilities for mcue of European ]1!1l1Ty where the 
V a a d H a h a t z a I a Program, is esPecially needed. 

- __ i 



S TOClU.IO.LJ.l" 

2206 
'!'he CB.ble below for Olsen 1B ·~RB 24Z·" 

.X 

.Please deliver paraphrase Of t.be fol}.O•·:ing 1'!2/Seage 
./ 

Rabbi i·4ircus Ehrenpre1s, Stockholm, fpom Habbi i~lwaham 
/ ; 

l\alman!Jl.ritz of the Vaad Hans.tzala £me~enr}y Collllll~.ttee~ 

Q.llO'l'E Re oen t Shanghnl reports alar;uing. lnrla ti onary 

prices &nd sickness endanger existence. Urge you t~ke fol­

lowing mearures (l) ende&vor send rooc1 cJ.othing parcels 

medicaments to our rabbinical group in Shanghai t'Y arrange­

ment or ~~'ledish and Japanese Governments,, (2) Ur-ge inte:l."­

ceeslon of Swedish Go-vernment tox• out'i"igi.rt releac.e or this 

religious rabbinical group (3) linr.lsavor H·.!!cure c,ifGdloll citi­

zenab!p for entire ;;;roup to facilitate r-oleare. ;.ul send ..... 

you entire list. Urge you lend fullest nooperat1on Rabbi 
,I 

wolbe and Committee. UN~UOrE 

r;Ra : l-IMV: KG 
ll/15/44 

NOli: 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lettel', 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parka Date~l 5 1972 



CABLi T~J :.miiSTF:R JOHNSON, STOCKHOLM, T:J!\ OLSEN, FROl.i lYAll REFUGEE BOARD. 

Please deliver the following message to Rabbi Marcus Ehrenpreia, Stockholm, 
from Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowits of the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committeea 

QUOTE RECENT SiiANGHAI REPORTS AL.AR!ffiJG. lliFT->.ATIOllARY PRICES 
JJm SICKNESS ENDANGF.R EXISTENCE. URGE YOU TAKE FOLLOi':ING MEASURES 
(1) IDIDE.AVOR SIDlD FOOD CLOTHING PARCELS MEDICAMEHTS TO OUR RABBTIHCAL 
GROUP IN SHANGHAI BY ARRANGE!lENT OF BiiEDISH A.'lD JAPANESE GOVERNMENTS. 
(2) URGE INTERCESSION OF SWEDISH GO'VEIOOIE!1T FOR OUTRIGHT RELEASE OF 
THIS RELIGIOUS RABBINICAL GROUP (3) ENDEAVOR SECURE SWEDISH CITIZENSHIP 
FOR ENTIRE GROUP TO FACILITATE RELEASE. WTIL SEND YOU ENTIP.F: LIST. 
URGE YOU LEJ\lJJ FULLFST COOPERATION RABBI WOLBE AND COMMITTEE. UNQUOTE 

THIS IS I'IRB STOCKHOlli CABLE NO. 24'}. 

3:45 p.!Tl. 
A;ove!"ber 8, 1944 

(\ ,f\1\)'\J ~Chauncey (for the,Sec >y) Atrahamson, Ackerma!:ln, Cohn, DuBois, Frisd=n, 
~\{,ll'j~<f<fHodel, Lesser, '.'ar>Jlon, l.!cCormac!{, ?iles 

tl \ f.~ 'Rl'llTIJry 1, /R/1,.4 
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HfiHiiTZfiLfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM B19) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

PHON!!: RECTOR 2-4239 

Message to Rabbi Marcus Ehrenpries 
Stodkholm, Sweden 

through American Embas~ 
Stoekholm, SWeden 

------------------------
Reoent Shanghai reports alarming. Inflationary prices and sickness 

.endanger existence. urge you take following measures l) endeavor 

send food olothing parcels medicaments to our Habbinical group in 

Shanghai by arrangeent of SWedish and Japanese Governments. 2) 

Urge intercession of swedish Government for outright release of this 

religious Rabbinical group 3) Endeavor secure SWedish citizenship 

for entire group to facilitate release Will send you entire list 

stop urge you lend fUllest cooperation Rabbi WOlbe and committee 

VAAD RAHATZALA ElmlGENCY OOMMI'l'rEB 

A.XJ~~4 
Rabbi Abr\bam Kalmanowi tz / ( 

\ 

To reseut, save and preserve from war Jestn1ction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, RAbbis, Scholars and Ccnnmunal Leaders) 

To ulllhe the possibilities- for rescue of European Jewry where the 
V D a d H a h a t z a I a program is especially needed. 
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CONTROl COPY 3~60 
)( 

c,u_t:.:·ic:_::lt relccSc; of' ;;:,ls re;::_igiOLlS Tabbinical 
1
c;roup. 

=~&-J"e cc 0lsu_ y:; J_ 106,750 .31.-iis.s f'rcncs .tllrou2;h Fol-ish 
j 

Consulate. ..:.:'or~.--.'aru to :::::la-jbi Cz!llule·,·J·icz -h·it.ll exc.ct 

instx·ucti ve !r~essa ·e. ~1-clvise. us ·;;~1en :.:--ecei!)t con.firn1eC.. 

'Unquote 

':';;is is _;:;:{!3 Bern co.ole l;o. 266. 

' 
S'i.1:EJ.,r:PI:!.-;-IUS 
("'CTEG) 

• I 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Llter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ ~ 1972 
- vL r _._ 0 



,· .. -.. 

CABLE TO MINISTER HAR!USO!i, llE.RI'l, FOR vc CLFl.LAND, FROI,! 'ii.AE REFUGEE BO.Illlt. 

?lel!l.se deliver the following lneesage to Isaac Sternbuch, St. Gall, 

from Abr&1am Kalmanowitz of the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee: 

C,:UOTE RECENT SHANGHAI 1i.EPORTS ALF.RMING. INr...ATimlARY PRICES 
.AND SICKNESS ENDANGER EXISTENCE. UF.GE YOU TAKE FOLLOWlliG MEASURES 
(1} E1'DEAVOR SE!m FOOD CLOTJID~G PARCELS MEDICAMENTS TO OUR RABBINICAL 
GROUP IN SHANGHAI BY SWISS AND JAPANESE GOVEIOOJENTS (2) URGE 
INTERCESSIOll OF SWISS GOVERlli.!EWl FOR OU'I'RIGHT RELEASE OF THIS 
RELIGIOUS RABBINICAL GROUP. HA VI CABLED YOU 106,750 SWISS FRANCS 
THROUGH POLISH CONSULATE. FORWAP.D TO RABBI SZMULEWICZ WITH EXACT 
INSTRUCTIVE l>.<ESSAGE. ADVISE US WHEN RECEIPT CONFIIOO:D. UNQUOTE 

THIS IS WRB lllm!l CABLE NO. 266. 



-.f;?T 

·IfF 

~/;( 

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

war Retugee .lloard 
Treasury Building 
washington, D. o. 

Dear Miss Hodels 

(ROOM B19) 

NEW YQRK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

November 6, 1944 

Atts Miss F. Hodel 

we would greatly appreciate the dispatch 
of the enclosed messages through the nar Refugee 
Board. 

With sinaerest sppreoistion, 

Very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 

AXsr 

O~u-,~ 
Rabbi A.brshs Kalmsnowitz , _) 

To rescue:. save and preserve from war destruction the ToraiJ values 
(Yeshh!oth, Rabbis, Scholars and Cammunal Leaders) 

To utlli:re the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry where the 
V 4 a d H 4 h 4 t z a I a · program is esPecially needed. 



• 

i1'.7~ili1 ,:VI 

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM Bl9) 

NEW YORK~7. N. Y. __ ... _ 

PHONE RECTOR 2-423!5 

Message to Isaac Sternbuoh 

November 61 1944 

St. Gallen, Switzerland 
Through American Legation, Berne. 

Recent Shanghai reports alarming. Inflationary prices and 

sickness endllnger existence. urge you take following measures 

1) Endeavor send food clothing parcels medicaments to our 

Rabbinical group in Shanghai b,V Swiss and Japanese Go~rnments 

2) urge intercession of SWiss Government for outright release 

of this religious .Rabbinical group stop Have ca.bled you 

106,750 SWiss francs through Polish 6onsulate. Forward to 

Rabbi Szmalewioz with exact instructive message Advise us 

when receipt confirmed 

VAAD lWI.ATZALA l!J!BRGENCY OOMJ.!ITTEE 

Ilabb~~ Jtelmenowits 

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, &bbis, Scholars and Communal Leaden) 

To utilize the ponibllities for rescue of European Jewry where the 
V a a d H a h a I z a I a p(ogram is especially needed. 



FROM: 

TO: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, Washingtnn 
\ 

American Legation, :Bern 

DA'l'ED: November 4, 19\4 

NUMBER: 3765 
'f. 

For McClelland, from \Var Refugee :Board. 

Please deliver the following message to Isaac Sternbuch, 
" f 

St. Gall, from Rabbi Kalmanowitz of the VaP.d Hahatzala Emergency 

Committee: 

Q.OOTE Have cabled you 25,641 Swiss francs through 
/ 

Polish Consulate. Please forward to Rabbi Szmulewicz 

together with exact instructive message and details of 

distribution. Advise us when receiut confirmed by 

Szmulewicz, UNQ.UO'l'E 

This is l'llill :Bern cable No. 257. 

STETTINIUS 
ACTING 

CONTROL COPY 

- DECLASSIF'IED 
State Dep~. Lotter, 1-11·71! 

By R. H. Parks lhtes.E.!LJ_ 5 1972 



<\:• ·,,);· 

:\s- 1-:t/ 
_.;-_. 

?lfs t:6' '.~e ~ .iv~r t.fic f'oll J'.'"t.tn··· 
~ 

1

.;UOTE I!! Vf CABLEr YOU 251 641 SrllSS FRUC-f TllROUCl! POLISH 
CO!iSULATE. Pt~·A:oE FORi A.P.D '1'0 R.illBI 87..Mutr::HCZ TOGE'l'BJ'.R :· rTH 
E!.ACT InSTRUCTIVE :,•ESf.AGE MiD DETAILS elF DL"TRIBti'TIOJf. ADVISE: 
i.lS ;;:iJ':N lU':ClU?T t:A')t;r'Iffi!F;J: BY SZMULJ:,7,·rcz, UJKUOTE 

TfflS IS IVRB flE~''l CA:':!J.£ 110. 257, 

//' 

r '~~-~::,~:,-;,~':,, "'' '""'') "''-'"' , __ , ,,, '''"'" ~cU.-:~ ll' ,;ode<, """';-, ''·" """' <:«Cor~ck, ,,,_, 

RDrury. ~2;;:;. 
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i1.,~i1i1 .... ~. 

flfl 1) Hfl HtiTZfl Lfl· 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

\"12 NASSAU STREET 
.. (ROOM Bl9) 

t.- NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE!: RECTOR 2-423!5 

Ootober 31, 1944 

MESSAG~ 1'0 ISAAC STERNBUOH 
ST. GALLEN, SWITZEllL.ANJJ 

THIDUGH .AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN 

----------------------
HAVE CABLED rOU 25,641 SWISS YR.ANvS THroUGH POLISH OONSULATE. 

PLEASE FORWARD TO .RABBI SZMULENICZ J.OGETHER WITH EXACT INSTRUC-

TIVE ;IIESSAGE .AND DETAILS 01" DIST.tUJiOTION. ADVISE US 1111Jm 

RECEIPr CONFIRJ.:ED BY SZMULEIVIUZ 

VAAD .l:iAliATZALA JSMERGENCY OOMIUT't~ 

uH-.!~·~ 
HABBI A~AJI :KAIJ.UmWITZ ?' 

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction tbe Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) 

To ullli:e the Possibilitie~ for rescue of EuropeatJ Jewry where the 
V a a d H a h a t z a I a program is especially needed. 



- DEPARTMENT 
OUTGOING 

TELEGRAM 
OF 

STATE 

··~ 
~ ; ..... ! ,· 

-:-· ... -ilf~~~; ,.,...-1--r~· ~.-- -~'-:-"::.:·~-1 
.,,., .. ' ~;:"L·' . -- ' ) 

/ 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUN ICA.TIONS 

AND RECORDS 

/, . 

/ 

October 18, 1 

L 
>( 

Th~ cAble below is WRB lO?, 
fi>a~e-pl\tras~ otC 

Pl~ase del1v~~~he following message / 
to Robert f11pe1 

t'rom M. ~. Leav1tt ot tkl.~ Alllerloan Jewish Joint Distribution 
Co!JlU!.!ttree: 

~UOTE AdTise Saly Y~yer w• remitted to h!m '45,000 
./ 

tor Shanghai representing flO,OOO !noraaae tor month ot 

S~p1:embtllr and -..35,000 for October budget. UNQUO'l'E 

1\REHMMV:KG 
10/lB/44 

HUU. 
(GL·.;) 

CONTROL COPY 

DECLASSIFIED . . ~ • 
State Dept. Letter, l·l'l·VJFD 

By B. H. Farks nateS.EU 5 J97Z 



./ 

' CJ(B- i'~. NC\f1i'lf.;s~.t :.ISDOU• t:'ROM tfAR 1\\ .. J<"~i(iE-E u· ,JJ{t, 

o,UOTE ADVI:',£ ~·AI.y MAif.i:. : .t i!li;M_iT'~l':r• ':.':.! lU~\ ~4!)1 0:u r'!Jfi .. /iJ>.liilllH 
z;~:r:~K":-IlTING uo,Olx) n~cnr,;.u FOR li.ON'ni '1F ~i?PTD.'!IEB r.::-v $:;s,o .:; 
FJ.H OC'l'OBER B!JOOc:T • IJUGUOTE 

THIS IS i'IRB CABLE TO LISBON NO. lC'Il. 

9 a.m. 
Octaber 14, 1944 

Miss Chaunce~yfo the Secty) Abrahamson, 
Hodel, Lesser, on, ¥<:Cormack, Files 

,'\ \ *"-'~ 
\o\ ~ 

v ~ 

Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 

~ 

O!Jif/ Imru,..,.. 10/13/44 

---. 



October 2, 1944 

Dear '"lira: 

T"ne follo~d '11 ·~eaaa:.e ~·l)r j'G"li l'ro:c :<abhi .,1)11Je 
was received through the ,\!•.orlean Lec.ation in Stockholm 
under dute of >cptsnbor 29, 1944: 

'"1''1., l~Ct,~nt cubl:: :!'Jxm :tabbi 8bmulowit-;; in 
'"lbP~hai states t'lat rapid ir:i'lation is result­
in(' in unfore,;eor. rcqui rer.oots for funds necassa~· 
to support immediately our om. program :w well AS 

the l'lireryeshivahs and !Urerkolels part of th" 
conunun1ty proe;ram. It is reported by -'3l'~'lli 1 
that all i3 wall." 

Vory truly yours, 

1. w. Pehlo 
F.Xeoutivo Director 

Vaad Hah3.t:;;ala ime:rgeuc.y Committee 
132 Nassau street, 
New York '{, New York. 

RDrury 10/2/44 
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I 
INCOMING 

TELEGRAM \ 

DIVISION OF 
. CQMMUNICATIONS 

.. . r A~D ~EC9RDS 

CH-622 
Distribution 
rEnding only 
c.rro.ngEmE n t. 

of truE f 

b_y sp£ cio.l 
i n) 

• I. . ? f/ ··!,:.;_( f.; t:f~, 
Stockholm . ("' }J ;·"/ 
Dr>. tEd SEptEmbEr 29, 19~4 A.: '~' .. l.· , 

l .... J4·tt;.t1 

REC 1d 11:55 2 .• i.,j. 

3946, SEptEmbEr 2C, 
x 

2 p.m. 

·~~ ... ,__ . 
o·J; !·.~~·r: ~ .. --.... ~.-

:• titP .. , :! ~~--;-~ f· 

. ,~--~~;~<~~1fi~l~~ 
l7nshington 

This is our No. 88 
r 

ThE follorling is .for Lcbbi Keh.:c.no;-;itz from 
~· 

Rebbi WolbE • 

According to most rEcEnt ceblE from •1ebbi Shmulo'.-:itz 

in Sh[1_ngho.i repid inflo.tion ~s ct:ctlsing unforEsEEn dnac.nds 

for funds nEcEssitc.tE imnEdi::ctE su:Jport for our oun ·;:>ro-

grem es 'JEll ns MirEryEshivnhs o.nd ldirErlcolEls portion 

of cor,Jmunity progrnm. Shr-.nghni r·Eports thc,t c,ll is rTEll. 

CSB 

. DECLASS!P11W 
State. Dept.o Letter, 1·11· 7 2 

By R. H. Par: D~'u; st'ff:J 5 1972 
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i1.,~i1i1 ,lll 

HfiHaTZtiLfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

·~NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·423!5 

September 2~ 1944 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
washington, ». o. 

Att 1 Miss F. Rodell 

Dear Miss Hodell, 

We enolo se two cables whi oh we would respe_9tfully 
ask the ~r llefugee .l!o ard to expedite to Rabbi Wilhelm l'lolbe and 
Dr. Ebrenpries. 

We_anxiously await your call in reference to our 
requests for the licenses which would enable us to cable and for­
ward funds to llabbis and )JOholara in the territories of Li'l?huan1a 
an~ ioland freed ~ the u.a.s.n. 

Altar 

With sinoerest appraoiation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAHArZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 
/ -

.. ~~7; 

To rtlcue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, &bbis, Schofan ami Communal Leaders) 

To fiHlh:e the possibilities /or rescue of EuroPean Jewry where the 
V • a J H a h a t z a l -~~ program is esPecially, needed. 

' , .. · ~: . - . 

' i- ,~?·;; 



--utPARTMENT .· j OUTGOING 

s~:iertbu~iolcr ~ruE: TELEGRAM 
rEadinG only ~ 'j'§ial 
SITilJlSE1110lto Vl) 

\ 

OEMfl'MENT OF STATE 

JUL 1519-M 
DIVISION Of......­

COMMUNICATIONS & I\<Nll"""' 

x 
STOCKHOLM. 
1394{' 
-~he following WRB cable no. 51 is 

· · DIVISION OF 

1
ifBMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

tor Olsen. 

PleaGe deliver paraphrase of following message to 
./ 

bbi Wilhelm Wolbs, ll Oletsgotten St~asa~, Stockholm • 
..; 

rom Vaad Hahatzala Emergenor Committee: 
.,1 

~UOTE Hav~ forwarded to Rabbi Ohaim 5zmulew1cz 
.; 

Shanghai via Polish Consul and Sternbuoh 1n Switzerland 
( 

214.300 Suiss francs for distribution among rabbis and 

rabb1n1eal ocholars in Ghangbai Stop Contact Sz~AlewicB 

inqui~ if abOVG aums received and distributed as 

instructed Stop Cooperate with Olsen and endeavor send 

courier to Lithuania w!tb funds tor rescue of great rabbis 

an~ religioue leadere UN~UOTE. 

WR.a ~ i<IKV: KG 
'7/13/44 

S/CR 
; \ 
' ' ! .. -

t 

I 

MOE 

HULL 
(GIJN) 

BWP 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. a Parks Date~ 5 1972 



CABLE TO STOCKHOLM 

!o Johnson for Olsen froa War Refugee Board. 

Pleaae deliver following message to Rabbi Wilhelm 

Wolbs, 11 Olefago\ten Straeue, Stockholm, from Vaad Bahetzala 

Emergenc7 Cosmittee: 

•Jiave forwarded to Rabbi Obaim Sall11l.ew1oa Shanghai 

vis Polish Consul and Sternbuch in Switzerland 214,300 

Svieo france tor d1atr1bution among rabble and rabbinical 

scholara in Shanghai Stop Oontnct Ssmulewlcs inquire it 

above aumt received and diRtributed aa instructed Stop 

Cooperate with Olsen and endeavor send courier to Lithuania 

with funds for rescue of ~reat rabble and religious leader•." 

'liUS IS lfRB CABLE '1'0 STOCKHOLM 10 • ..2l._ • 

•••••••••••••• 

4:35 p.m. 
July 10, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn,. DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable 
Control Files 
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(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. o. 

Dear Miss Rodell, 

(ROOM 619) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

July 7, 1944 

Att, Miss F. Hodell 

We enolose oopy of a message which we would 
respectfully request the Board to expedite to Rabbi 
Wolbe. 

May we also inquire whether the lioense for an 
additional sum of$100,000.00 to our Coll!Dittee in 
SWitzerland, has been cleared. 

With sincerest awreciation, 

very respectfully yours, 

V AAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 

.· .:__ 

A·~~o~ 
Rabbi {b~ Kalmanowi tz ~ PJSsr 

7/rl<~'~-: ~ ~ h'-v. 

1 ~ ~ ~ ,L-t-4-

·:;t--~~~ 

rJ~tu.. U~<~- ~ ~( ~c.<.... 
z:t. ~ ~ "tA-Ltt.( ,__.._._,;__. w, J-117 

~-
L/3..:1' 

To riiCJU, Stifle 11ntl preserve from war dedruction the Torah values 
(Y esbivotb, R11bbh, Scholars and Communal Leadm) 

To ulllm tb1 possibilities for rescue of European Jewr;y wb1r1 the 
V • a d H 11-h a t z a I a program II especlall;y need1d. 
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i1.,~i1i1 'T:WI 

flO HfiHtiTZfiLfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE J 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

PHctNE RECTOR 2-4235 

July 7. 1944 

MESSAGE W RABBI WILHELM WOLHE 
11 OLEFSOOTTEN STRASSE 
STO CKID LM SWEDEN 

throu~ AMERICAN lEGATION, STOCKIDLM 

/ HAVE FORVARDED TO RABBI CHAIM SZMULEW'ICZ SHANGHAI VIA 

l'OLISH CONSUL AND STERNBUCH IN SWITZERLAND 214,300 SWl SS 

FRANCS FOR DISTRI BVl'ION AMONG RABBIS AND RABBINICAL SCIDLARS 

IN SHANGHAI STOP CONTACT SZMULEWICZ INQUIRE IF ABJVE SUMS 

RECF)IVED AND DISTRIBUT~D AS INSTRUCTED STOP INQUIRE ALOO IF 

RECEIVED FROM DAVID AND ASHKENASI STOP OOOPERATE WITH OLSEN 

AND ENDEAVOR SEND COURillR TO LITHUANIA WITH FUNDS FOR RESCUE 

OF GREAT RABBIS AN,D RELIGIOUS LEADER~ 

V.AAD HAHM'ZALA EMERGENCY COlt¥ITTEE 

To rtscut, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars t1nd Communt1l Leaders) 

To wtlllse the possibilities for rescue of E"ropean Jewry where the 
V • a d H a b a t z • I • program Is espet:ioll;y needed. 



V.H.E.C. 
132 NASSAU STREET 

Suite 819.820 
NEW YoRK 7, N; Y. 

CO; 
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SPBOIAL DELIVERY 

war Retugee Board 

Att 1 MiBB F. Rodell , 

Treasury Building 

WaShington, D. o. 
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In reply refer to 
SWP 893. 4241/2 

/ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

No, 7319 

June 2, 1944 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments 
to the rionorable theSeoretary of the Treasury and in 
aooordanoe with a previous conversation between Mr. Robert 
B, Parke of the Foreign Funds Control and an officer of the 
Department of State encloses herewith for the information 
of the Foreign Funds Control and such action as it may dean 
appropriate afopy of d espatch Ro, 8038 dated April 29, 1944, 
from the American Legation at Bern and a copy of ita enclosure, 
a translation of a note dated April 26, 1944 from the Swiss 
Foreign Uffice which quotes a telegram from the Swiss Con- v' 
sulate General at Shanghai containing a message for the "In­
stitution Chinese Blind" of 156 Fifth Avenue, New York from 
a I.ir, Fryer, 

Enclosure: 

From Legation Bern, 
no, 8038, April 29, 
1944, with enclosure, 



I 

Via Airmail Pouch, 

Subjectz Amerfcan Interests - China 
Financi,_l transaction 

"Institution Chinese Blind", 

Bern, April 29, 1944. 

The American Minister at Bern has the honor to enclose, for the 
Department's information and for sue~ action as it may deem appropriate, a 
translation of a note dated April 26,;1944, from the Swiss Foreign office 
which quotes a telegram from the Swiss Consulate Gen~ral at Shanghai, con­
taining a message fo~ the "Institution Chinese Blind of 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, fcom a Mr. Fryer. 

The SwissForeign Office has been informed by the Legation, in view 
of the provisions of the Department's telegram No. 195 of January 23, 1943, that it l 
is net in a position to a ocept the message for transmission to the addressee 
in the United States and has suggested that reimbursement of the telegraphic 
charges incurred be sought from Mr. Fryer. 

It is believed that the Department may possibly wish to inform the 
Treasury Department of the messqge contained in the enclosed note with a 
view to appropriate investigation. 

Ebcll:osurez 

Translation of Swiss Foreign Office 
note dated April 26, 1944, 

File No, 310 
TJH/dmh 
In quintuplicate to Department. 

I 
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/' 
/ t 

FEDE~L POLITICAL DEPADIMENT 
Division of Foreign 

Interests 

B. 24 USA (13) 1-HE/Dc 

No. 21298 

T~NSLATION 

a~_ed April 29, 1944, from the 
American Legation, Bern. 

The Division of Foreign Interests of the Federal 
Political Department has the honor to inform the Legation of the 
United States of America that it has received from the Swiss Con-
sulate General at Shanghai the following message which Mr. Fryer desires 
forwarded to the "Institution Chinese Blind", 156 Fifth Avenue, New 

Yorlj: 

"Since beginning 1942 have drawn on you for 
equivalent of SW. francs 50,000 payable after 
war, May I continue drawing on you mon~hly SV/, 

francs 4,000 maximum requirement for continuation work and 
maintenance myself and daughter therapy assuring 
exemption internment." 

The cost of transmitting this message amounts to 50 
Swiss francs,, 

Bern, April 26, 1944, 

TJli/ag 



Beo~t~V.%7 8f S·lli?.~e, "lfe.ell1ng1;flll 

J\r;Jc;lt·:l.o&l\1 :t..egati!lnd& :Bom 

( l 
: j ff• 

.;::·: r <I 

/ 

~ lfal' 'Bsfu,;ew ltoari. requeste th<t ~·!}a W<!li"t'Gr 111101 ff.ll•nttui: 
li!lf.<llii~Mttl te l!IUC SGcrBlmcll.· P0~faeh 128. a,, GallN>. S\r1\i3erla;ad' 

10abl~ vM\M~ )TGU meat to Jialt'llli fDmaltiV'itB 85 000 <~,~>1 
t.>4, 3!10 fhlllCl'l for lb.ma«)ld r~£\J4&S&o ~~.ad vhllWl<lt: pa pt 
,.olmowle4saeat flf Neeipt,. idu ca'!Jle lnf•n'l!!aUii.a X"'>t!JlriU.~ 
pr4p$S!Jd n'!:f\<geG t~mCI1;1.t:I.Oll :t"nm S~:L ~.f' t& e'bbiXJ. 
fllfis5 ~veX'W'!lent '· s glttf)}!'l'&'iilt i(<l.l. i.'ll llpii•IA:U;r· «V'&('J,.._tl in.g ?~&'biulc;, '· 
gl'O\\p t11tallbg 475 Jl&l'B(!M., 

fleue &HI. lll<>l!laf;!J!f.'i!l;l'U ·with f\1¥9 t& k'$&!.s ~&t J<.>\1:,,.!> 
M~Uu 11! ~li.V uvii!!Utg t'Mll h lllll\11'1\l 01161$11 ~ 
!liepewo 1». eouatqt:d.41$~ p;dsftllll7 ltftll' ~el&v dd 1Jl.m..k 

. 'beri.ili%'1~ 1-ttnph will. be maio to pnrtd.o Ua .wua f5K 
.uf. ethsJ: ueflatlt1otto Yll!BA lallata&la J!J~Wceao:f Ceuit~&EJ, 
BO~i. ·~ lalisaawita~f 

Sent to State 
May 20, 1744 2:oo p.m. 

.. 
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MAY 29 1944 

Dear l.!r. Leavitt: 

The following message for you fran Dr. Joseph <;chwartz was 
received from Lisbon \Ulder date of &lay 23, 1944, 

"Received report from Shanghai indicating number on relief 
increased to 7 ,400. Giving these bread and one hot meal per 
day. Second meal given aged, \Uldemourished and ill may 
have to be discontinued for lack noney. Some receive cash 
:l.l1 place meals. Pl ve camps boing u.anagod by comml tt.ee 
who aupply soap, baths and operate hospital, medical and 
dental clinics, also aid patients in isolation and insane 
hospitals and give aid toward .funerals. Jlinimum required 
monthly budget 140,000 Swiss francs. Borrowing locally 
no longer feasible. Committee set up by Margolis still 
carry-ing on. 

Wfhink it possible arrange Lisbon through International Red 
Cross for buying food here and Azores for Yugoslavian work 
camps. Request you apply license making it possible for us 
to do so, 

0 Requesting Salymayer find out whether $200,000 peyment may 
be blocked Switzerland to be paid end of war. Will advise 
soon as possible," 

Ur. Moses A. Leavitt, 
Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

::no Madison Avenue, 
Mew York, fJ- York. 

FHslab 5/::rl /44 c.Jti ..-/ 

Very truly yours, 

fEH~edJ J, \Y, Pohle 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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SCHWJ.RTZ FOR LEAVITT, JDC 7. 

( 

REcEivEd rEport from Shanghai indicating numbEr on 

rEliEf incrEasEd to 7,400, Giving thEsE brEad and onE 

hot mEal pEr day, SEcond mEal givEn agEd, undErnourishEd 

and ill may havE to bE discontinuEd for leek monEy. SomE 

rEcEiVE cash in placE mEals, FivE cemps bEing managEd by 

committEE who supply soap, baths and opEretE hospital, 

mEdical and~dEntal clinics, also aid patiEnts in isolation 

and insanE hospitsls and givE c.id tovmrd funErals. Mini­

mum rEquirEd monthly budgEt 140,000 sw·fss francs. Borrow­

ing locally no longEr fEasiblE, CommittEE sEt up by 

Margolis still carrying on, 

Think it possiblE arrangE Lisbon through IntErnational 

REd Cross for uuying food hErE and AzorEs for Yugoslavian 

work camps. REquEst you apply licEnsE making it possiblE 

for us to do so. 

REquEsting SalymayEr find out whEthEr $200,000 paymEnt 

may bE blockEd SwitzErland to bE paid End of war, Will 

advisE soon as possiblE. 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date..s.E£.1 5 1972 
NOR WEB 



Wr. Sahmidt. 

J. w. Peble 
MAY J I llj'.: 

Re1 Relief to deatitute refu.geea 
in Shanghai. 

You will recall that in December 1943, the Tream~ry 
licenaed tbe American Jewieh Joint Diatribut.ion COIII1lit~ee (IIY S9534J) 
to send a message through tbe Intemationa)v Red Cross to the JllC 
CIOIIllllitt.ua in Sbanghai, autboriaing the lat.t.ftr to borrow the looal 
ourrenoy equivalent. ot 110,000 SWiss trsnos' per manth for a period 
of 12 acnths. Operating under this bc-rrawing authorisation, the 
JDO Sbsngbai CGilllllittee haa beeD able to prmde one meal a clay 
for l!lllllle 10,000 stateless re.fupe11 in tlhanlhal who .. very lives 
depend upon thil!l mager relief. 

'lila JDC here has recently been adYised through Liftbon 
and Stockhola (cables atkohed) tl'1at the Shanghai Ccam1ttee is no 
longer able to bon-ow loaal.q against the abGv ... entioned author­
isaUcm and tllat. tiaanoial asail!ltanoe ia needed iae41&\el7 U the 
teedins progna 1e to ocmtinue. 

ID vi- of the tact. that the lives ot tbese 10,000 retu­
pos are at a~e, ana in new o£ th11 taut that then appeea to be 
no other ..,. to eave the:lr Uvea e:aept. by clireot tlnanoial help 
from tho llllit.ed S~t.ea, I .VansJ.T reo-end and urae ~ the 

,l'reasury grant. a 11canse at onu to the All81'1oan Jnieb Joint Die• 
trlbution COIIIDi.ttee to l'elllit 825,000 a month either thi'Gilgh SWdeD 
ar SWitHI'~aad ~o \be IlltwllatiCIIld Red C.Osa delegate lD ~ 
tor the use of the JDC IICIIIIUttee 1D Sbenghai for thb retagn 
relief PJ'Oil'D• 

~. aotton b.r tha 'lreasury an tbla requen 110lll4 
appear \o ba aupponed by the l1C8DIIIt8 reccltq laaued \o the Palieb 
Go'Nrruaent. pemit1d.ng 1'81111ttaaee 11otel.l1aa J50;,000 thi'CIItp SW1taar­
lan4 tor the rell'ei" of aou S00 rei\lgee Polieb' .. bblw· and llcholaftr 
1D Sban&l1aio. 

(Signed 1 J. w. Pehle 



Jlr. Schmidt 

J. W. P~hle 

Re: Relief to destitute refugees 
in Shanghai. 

You will recall that in December 1943, the •rreaeury 
Ucensad tne AmericiUl Jewish Joint Jistrilrution COllllllittee (NY 595343) 
to send a message through the International Red Cross to the JDC 
eornmlttee in Shanghai., authorizinil the latter to borrovt the local 
currency equivalent of 110,000 Swiss fran0s per month for a period 
of 12 months. Operating under this borr:nT'.illg authorization, the 
JTJC Shanghai Goornitteo has been able to provide on9 meal a day 
for some 10,000 stateless refugees in Shanghai wLose very lives 
depend upon this ltleager relief. 

The JDC here has recently been advised through Lisbon 
and Stockholm (cables attached) that the Shanghai Committee is no 
longer able to borrow locally against the above~entioned author­
isation and that financial aosiatance is needed immediately if the 
feeding program is to continue. 

In view of the fact that the lives of these 10,000 refu­
gees are at stake, and in view of the fact that there appears to be 
no other way to BllVe their lives except by direct financial help 
from the United States, I strongly recoL1lllend and urge that the 
Treasury grilll1t a Uoenaet at once to the i\mer1can Jewish Joint llia­
trimltion Committee to remit ~25,000 a month either through SWeden 
or Switserland to the International Red cross delegate in Sbanghai 
for the use of the JJJC Con:rai ttee in Shanghai for this refugee 
relief program. 

Favorable action by the Treasur.y on this request would 
appear to be supported by the licenses recently issued to the Polish 
Government, permitting remittances totalling $501 000 through Switaer­
land for the relief of some 500 refugee Polish i!abbis and scholars 
in Shangh~. 

FHalab S/ll/ 44 
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NOB-852 

Secretary of State,. 

Washington. 

1316, May 1, 6 p.m. 

WRB 13. 

PLAIR 

Lisbon 

Dated llay 1, 1944. 

Reo'd 6a2) p.m. 

FOLLOWING JIRON" JOSEPH SCHWARTZ FJR LEAVITT JOINT DIS. 
TRIBU'l'ICN OO.IUliTTSE NEW YORK. 

"Following report received from Shanghai first four 
months 1944 through local oommunitya 

1All .figures below mentioned are local dollQ's and in 
thouaanda. Our oredit balance first January 1758/received 
during January Febl'u&r7 J.larch 19.44 various local loans and 
SWise donation total 24894 recs~pts 1n'AprU almcat. nil 
total rece1pte 26652. lapenditjlres tor feeding, l5487J 
housing, 3911J medical, 992J oaah 1nat.ead of food 2039J 
monetary asaiatancs loans l43J various danations, 240J adminis­
tration expenaee, 96, tot.al, expenditve untU :net Jlarch 
approximately 23000. Since AprU first till todaT spent entire 
cash balance approxlmately 36S2. Are without funds and without 
possibility ot paying overdue bllla and without IDODttY for lrq 
expenditvee eat.imated uo.oo SWiss trance. At present bpoa­
rd.ble borrowing looall;r urgent help required telepaph bme­
dlately in· case no aaeietanoe forthoOlD!ng immediately will be 
forcsd to stop next week hot meals and reduce bread d1at.r1-
bution. JlailiDg monthly stataente with tulleet partiou­
lars.• * * * • 

NOR'IIIB 
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PARAPHRASE OF TB,LBGIWl RECEIVKD 

FROlb American Legation, Stockholm 

'1'01 Secretary of State, Waehi~gtcn 

>:lilTED& Uay 5, 191,4 

-ATTI!NTIO.'J OF WAR REPIJQEE BOARD, OUR NO. 7. 

The following message has been received from the 
Shanghai agent of the JQint Distributien1 ColfJAittee by Rabbi 
llolbe1 

Owing to difficulties of raising sufficient 
fUnds, the local Joint positian is most desperate, 
lt is ilnmediately desirable that arrangements be 
made to pay Swedish kroner to Stockholm's En• 
akilda Bank for the account of ilanque Indo-China 
Shanghai up to 110,000 kron&I·, which are actually 
the requirements for one month. Money should be 
placed at dispossl. of c. Brarm, 1.3.3 Yuan llinguen 
Road, and 1nt ask that this request be made to the 
Stockholm bmk. Brahn ill Chail'rl!an of the looal 
Joint ,and we submit this for y~ infol'lllation. 
Please telearaph posmibil1tieo promptly and 
immediately. Signed Brahn. 

I have suggested to Wolbe that WhUe this matter ia 
'' being considered he cable Brahn ond inquire Whether, againat 

g11aranteed credits, he is not able to borrow funds locall;y. * * ., 

JOHNSON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·71! 

By R. H. Parks Date...s..E£J 5 1972: 



May 11, 1944 

Mr. Schmidt 

J. W. Pehle 
/~ - .. 

Re: Reliet· :to destitute refugees 
in Sha.righa.i. 

You will recall 1 that in December, 1943, the Treasury 
licensed the American Je\-rish Joint Distribution Col!ur:ittee 
{NY 59531.1.3)1( to send a message through the International Red 

· Cross to the JDC in Shanghai, authorizing the latter to bor­
row the local currency equivalent of 110,000 Swiss francs 
per month for a period of 12 months. Operating under this 
borro~ring authorization, the JDC· Shanghai Committee has 
been able to provide one meal a day for some 10,000 state­
less refugees in Shanghai whose very lives depend upon this 
meager relief. 

'rhe JDC here has recently been adviSed through Lisbon 
and Stockhofm (cables a.ttache9) that the Shanghai Oomidttee 
is no longer able to borrow locally against the above­
mentioned authorization and that financial assistance is 
needed immediately if the feedi)lg progr·am ifl to continue. 

'In view of the fact that the lives of these 10,000 
refugees are at stake. and in view of the fact that there 
appears to be no other wa.y to save their lives except by 
direct financial help from the United States. I strongly 
recommend and urge that the Treasury grant a license at o~ce 
to the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee to relilit 
$25.000 a month either through Sweden or Switzerland to the 
,International Red Oroes delegate in Shanghai for the use of 
the JDO in Shanghai for this refugee relief program. 

(at .... }fei.Mie 

Executive Director 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELhGR/Ui RECEIVED 

FROM: American Legation, Stockholm ( 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

DATI:D: May o, 1944 

liUMBEit: l b83 .... c·.QITROl COPY 
ATTEll'riON O:" WA.n REl~UGEE BOARD, OUR NO. 7. 

The following message has been received from 

the Shanghai agent of the Joint Distribution Committee 

by Habbi Wolbe: 

Owing to difficulties of raising suf­

ficient funds, the looal Joint position is 

most desperate. It is immediately desirable 

that arrangements be made to pay Swed1ah 

k:r'ODer to Stockholm's Ensk1lda Bank for the 

aooount of Banque Indo-China Shanghai up to 

110,000 kroner, which are actually the re­

quirements for. one month. Money should be 

placed at diapoeal of c. Brahn, 133 Yuen 

Mlnguen Road, and we ask that this request 

be made to the Stockholm bank. Brahn is 

Chairman of the looal Joint and we aubmit 

this for your information. Please telegraph 

poss1b111t1os promptly and immediately. 

Signed Brahn. 

I have 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . 2. 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 ;) 197 
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I have suggested to Wolbe that while this matter 

is being considered be cable Brahn and inquire whether. 

ava1nat guaranteed credits, he is not able to borrow 

~unds locally. ~ · ~ • 

from 

C) 

0 
(0 

Vaadba Hazalah of the Emergency Committee received . ~ 

Rabbi VIol be the following 1 ~~~~ 
Regarding Lithuania I have received some ~~~~­

information. There were still 9,000 in ghetto --f/' (} 
at Kaunas and 2,000 in ghetto 1n Siauliai in 

January. Further information is awaited ae to 

whether there are still rabbis and scholars among 

them. Secu»e permits to enable immediate transfer 

when required and please keep l~arger amount ready. 

Wo must keep strictly confidential any 1nfomation 

reF,arding this aupport. 

JOHNSON 



.. -

MAY 8 1944 

Dear Rabbi lal11a11ov1 til 

The following confidential aeeeage tor the 
iaad lahataala laerceno7 Oommittee from Rabbi Wol\e 
wall received wader elate of Me,y D, 1944, fro• the .American 
Legation in Stockholm! 

WRe,ardlnc Lithuania I have received eoae 
intOJ'IIIation. There are atill 9,000 in 
ghetto at KaUD&e and a,ooo in petto in 
Btauliai in Janua17. J'urther lntoraation 
la awaited ae to whether there are still 
rabble and echolare among them. Secure 
permlte to enable laaedlate transfer when 
required and pleaee keep larger amount 
ready. Ita auet keep etrlctly confidential 
11117 1ntoraat1on repl'dlng thle eupport. 1 

C ie17 trul7 youre, 

Rabbi Abrabam Kalllallovih, 
UDlon of Orthodox Babble of 

\he UDltad Statea and CaDA4a, 
138 laaeau Street, 
·Bew York 7, lew York. 

l. w. Pehle 
laeeutlve Director 



MAY 8 1944 

Dear Mr. Leavitt& 

Under d.ete ot May 6, 1944, the American Legation 
in Stockholm advlaed ua that the following coafident1al 
aeeaage hat been received by Rabbi Volbe from the Shangba1 
asent of \he Joint D1ttr1bution Commlttaal 

•Owing to difficultiel of raising sufficient funde, 
the local Joint position ta moet deaperate. lt 11 
immediately deetrable that arrangeaente be aade to 
p~ Swedish kroner to Stockholm' a BDekllda Bank 
for the account of Banque lndo-Ch1Da Shanghai Up 
to 110,000 Jaooaer, vhioh are actually the require­
mente for one month. Mone;r ahould be placed. at 
411)108&1 of o. Bnhn, 133 Yuan Hlnguen Boad, and 
we aSk that thia requeet be aade to the Stookhola 
bank. lrahn il Ohs1raan ot the local Joint and we 
eubmU tbla for JOur iaforaatton. Pleaee telegraph 
JO&atbllitlee pro8ptl;r and lmaedlatel;r. 
Biped Brahn," 

Mr. Hotel A, Leavitt, 
Seoretai'J', 

Ye17 truly youre, 

oT. v. Pehle 
Bxeoutlve Director 

Aaerlcan Jewteh Jolnt Dietrlbutlon 
Oomatttee, 

J'IO lla4leoa Avenue, 
lew York 16, Bew Yon. 
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FROM I 

ORIGINAL TElCT OF TF..LEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of state, Washington 
./ 

American Legation, Stockholm TOI 

DATED; 

NUMBER: 

May 4, 1944 

831 CONTROL COPY 
FROM WAR H.ill''UGI<-;E BOARD TO JOHNSON. 

~~ 
I•'or Wilhelm Wolbe', 11 Olefsgotten Strasse, Stockholm, 

f.r2_m Rallb1 Abraham Kalmanowitz• of the Vaad vliahatzalla Emergency 

,po~itt:~. 
rr· _ ,,) 
}-__ Your April 24th received please inforr. Szrnulewicz' that 
:_; '·. ,.-:-_ G 

~t~oo SWiss francs renittod through Sternbuch Switzerland -
0. w 

if- tbis ~a.nsfer J!'lethod preferable, advisable tempora,rily post-
·-- tO 

pone Sl!pport additional fifty Rabbis. Greatly concerned fate 

great Rabbii religious leaders in Lithuaniav- if possible 

arrange courier to Lithuania endeavor rescue rcaxinum nUl'lbel' we 

guarantee expenditures and necessary funs. Advise thro·.J.gh 

A~erican Legation. 

This is \'!RB Stockholm cable no. B. 

DEC'l .. ,'i.SSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Data..s.E.E.J_ 5 1972 



OABI.K TO SlOOKBOLit 

From WU' Refusee BOIII'd to J obnaon 

Please deliver the foll01!!1.ng message to Wilhelm Wolbe, 

ll Ole.tsgotten Straaae, StOCkholm, from Rabbi Abraham KalmBnmt.a 

of the Vaad HahatHla Emer}enq· GOillmittae1 

nyour April 24th received please inforJn. Samul8111cs 

that 85,!100 SWiee fl'Anoa rlllll1tted tbrough Stembuch 

Sllitaerlmd - if this transfer method preferable, advieabla 

temporarily postpone support. additioitlll. fifty Rabbis Stop 

Greatly concerned fate grMt Rabbie religious leaders in 

Lithuania - if poaoible arrange courier to L.t thuania 

endeavor rescue maxl.lalm number wu guarantee expenditure& 

Bnd neoeasary .funds. Advise thraugh .Amerioan Legation" 

THIS IS 1R1! STOOmOild CABLE NO. 8 

May 2, 1944 



--CONTROl ~OPY i- ~Jw-··~6-1 
PtAIN ( ~ fj~ j NCB-852 

Lisbon 

Dated May 1, 1944, 

Rec' d 6:23 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

X 
1316, Uay 1, 6 p.m! 

'.'IRB 13, 

FOLLO' .. ING FRO!i JOS:::PH SCH1111ARTZ FOR IE.:.VITT JOINT 

DISTRIBUTIO!IT COHEITTE;!: NE'J YORK, 

"Following report received from Shane;hai first 

four months 1944 through local community: 

'All figures belov1 mentioned are local dollars 

and in thousands. Our credit balance first January 

1758 received during January February March 1944 

various local loans and Swiss donation total. 24894 

receipts in April almost nil total receipts 26652, 

-~xpenditures for feec'.ing, 15487; housing, 3911; medical~ 

992; cash instead of food 2039; monetary assistance 

loans 143; various donations, 240; administration 

expenses, 96, total, expenditure until 31st :M.arch 

approximately 23000, Since April first till today 

spent entire cash balance approximately 3652, Are 

without funds and without possibility of paying over­

due bills and wi tbout money for May expenditures 

, estimated 140,00 Swiss francs. At present impossible 

l_ ---------.--------~--~----~-----------------b_o_r_r_9_vd __ n_g~----~----------~·~-~--~ 
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NCB-1316, l.iay l, 6 p.m .. from Lisbon. 

bor:"'"'.7:'_ng locally urgent help required telegraph 

~-~'''-"'~'~;_"~~ely in case no assistance forthcoming 

immodi<ltoly will be forced to stop next Yiook hot 

meals and reduce broad distribution. lliailing 

monthly statements with fullest particulars.' 

Local community vall make special one timo grant 

(:.5,000 to meet emergency. SS MILCA arrived Istanbul 

from Constanza yesterday carrying 272 refugees who 

leaving by train today for Palestine. This fs 

fourth boatload to arrive." 

E'JH 
WTD 

NOR'XEB 
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MA\' 4 1944 

Dear i'r. Le~vitt: 

The following rueseage for you from Dr. Joseph Schwarts 
was received from Lisbon under date of !lay 1 1 l944c 

"Following report received from Shanghai first four months 
1944 through local community: 

1 All figures below mentioned are local dollars and in 
thousands. fur credit balance first January l7S8 received 
during January Febru817 llarch 1944 various local loans 
and Swiss dooation total 24894 receipts in April allllost 
nil total receipts 266S2. Expenditures for feeding, 
1S487J houeing, J9llJ medical, 992J cash instead of 
food 20J9J acnetaey aallistance loans 143; varions dona­
tions, 240J adm1n1strat.ian expenses, 96, total, expenditure 
until Jlst March approxllllately 23000. Since April first 
till todq spent entire cash balance approxlmately Jo.S2. 
Are without funds and without posaibility- of paying over­
due bills and without money for Jlay expenditures esti­
mated 140.00 SWiss francs. At present impossible borrowing 
locally urgent help required telegraph illraediately in 
case no aseiatance forthcoming immediately will be forced 
to atop next WBek hot meals and reduce bread distribution. 
Mailing monthly statements with .fullest particulars. 1 

"Local commnnity will make speeial one time grant t5)tOOO 
to meet emergency. SSI'/lll:LIA arrived Istanbll from 
COI'l8tanBa yesterday e&ITYing ~2 refugees who leaving 
by train today for Palestine. This is fourth boatload 
to arrive. n 

Jlr. Moses A. Leavitt, 
SecretarT, .&aar108n Jn111b 
Joint Dlstri.llltion Golmllttee, 

%10 •diacm A'fell'll•, 
lew Yolk 16, In Y.OJ'k. 
PBalab.5/4/~ 

Very truly yours, 

.- ; ,~ 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 





DSH 
~Dim \i.\;:1:!.~~-... .).~CJl.r ~:.ulC/ ~ l¥"1!7 
:c:.::_:__.rh~t~...:-~c : r._"'..;1·:.... :_._.· '"- 1• 

(-LI.·.: ,; __ ... ~~{. Jo ~~ d t :- "'M"1t~;t 

c. -; -~r~ ·: _, n ,._ r· C" : -r·_/tlt 
Ageney. ( BR) 

AM!.EGAUON, 

BTOOKHOLM, 

April 25. 194.!~ 

Ui··., 

('(_I~,.;·· 

750• 
II'OR WE i"lillllSTER AND OL8EH fROM WAR REfUGE& BOARD. 

'1M l!lGo l!lo 
-\' 

Ploaa® d@liwer a par~phrase of tb0 following ~au~eg~ 

fl't:l!ll i'Yal." RtlftlW:>li@ El~ 'tO Ra.~bi ~" B •. Wolbe. ll Ol~~>fogata.n, 

5to$khcl~. Swroae~~ 

QUO~ ~~avely distu?bed yo~r report of :Jithuan!a. Cable 

WQl!' Rei'uglll<ZI IilGi~~t-d for ~as th~cmt_.;h Amsrloan Le~a.tion :our l'l!l1H!~UI 

plans and it 100 {;a.>"l. utilize tt.u:dt!l fo11• n:U~t and rucue ot' 

Ra"bb.h and rd1gioutJ be.ders in Li tlms.n1o!!.o He.1i'l! cable IS. 

8l'L000 S"~<oil!l~ fl'!tlHltl to Rabbi Sl:um.t:!.Gw! tz thl"OYgh S~i tu:rland. 

Vaad llaha'iiznl.F.th li.:m®rgen3y Comm.t·t;t~e, :fl.!llbbi.lll ~~ron KotltJr· ant. 

Abrahaa Kalmanowitz UN~UOTE. 

"i!JUHGLW:KG ~.11: 
4/22/4.4. 

HULL 
(G:aK) 

HULL 

.J 
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CABLE TO MINISTER JOHNSON AND OLSEN, Br0CKHOLM
1 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Please deliver the following message from War Refugee Board 
to Rabbi IV. s. Wolbe, ll Olofssatan, Stockholm, Bwedent 

QUOl'E Granl;r disturbed your repotot of Lithuanta. Cable 
War Refllsee Board for us through American Legation your ·rescue plans 
and if you can ut111ze funds for relief and rescue of Rabbis and 
religious leaders in Lithuania. Han cabled 85.800 Swies francs to 
Rabbi Bhmulewitl through Switaerland. Vaad Hahataalah Emergency 
Committee, Rabbis Aaron Kotler and Abraham Kalmanowits. UNQUOTE 

fHIS IS WRB STOOKHOU! O.ABLE NO. 5 

*---MMMXXJIXXX 

April 22, 1944 
11:15 a.m. 

t:r;. £. 
BAkzinaLSLesaeraals 4/~44 
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il.,~ilil ,~. 

(Emerge11cy Committee for Refugee Scholars, 

Yeshivoth, Rabbis a11d Communal Leaders) 

132,NASSAU STREET 
{ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

Message to be transmitted to 

Rabbi ','-, s. '.Volbe 
11 Olofsgatan Stockholm, Sweden. 

Gravely disturbed your report of Lithuania,~able us througp 
your legation your rescue plans and if you can utilize funds for 
relief and rescue of Rab::Cis and religious leaders in Li thuan_ia 
stop,!'Iave cabled && 85.300 Swiss Francs to Rabbi Shmulewitz t~roC!gi1 
Switzerland 

Vaad Hlihatzalah 

Rabbis Aaron Kotler 
Abranam Kalmanovitz 



BJR - ?92 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agency. ( BR) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

x 
1435, April 24, 10 p.m. 

f! 

,/ 

Stockholm 

Dated April 24, 

Rec 1 d 8:20 p.m. 

" 
i 
I 

I 
i (·· 

OLSEN'S No. 4 FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD-. 

1944 

Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe requests the following message 
,/ 

to be transmitted to Rabbi Abraham Kalmanolvetz, 540 

Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York: 
/ 

"Have constant contact with Rabbi Shmuloivetz, 

Shanghai. Price increase there enormous. If transfer 

via Stockholm PO§lsible please try to obtain joint DISCO 

support also religious groups and advise exact propor-

tion of funds contributed by each and how it should be 
./ 

expended. Please help Rabbis Rogow and Koidanowsky-. 

Every connection with Ealticum absolutely unavailable 

and we are trying utmost obtain information 11 • 

,. 

I discussed above message with Wolbe and advised 

him that he should (*) more specific details of situation 

in Shanghai, particularly as to what type of program 

can be carried out and what funds are nePded, He will 

comply.. Al!'O explained general de!'irability of transfers 

of free 



- .~_ 

-_-.-._.·· 

-2- #1435, Anril 24 1 10 p.m., from Stockholm. 

of free exchange and suggested he inquire of Shanghai 

group whether they could borrow funds locally against 

authorization and guarantee of joint DISCO or other 

groups to repay dollar equivalent after the war, Am 

not too impressed with Wolbe 1 s ability to grasp 

necessities of this type of problem, 

JOHNSON 

BB 

(*) apparent omission 
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"flfl HfiHtiTZfiLfl 
(Emergency Committee /or Refugee Scholars, 
Y eslzivotlz, Rabbis and Communal Leaders) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

Hon. John W. Pehle 
Director, War RefUgee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D.c. 

Apr 11 !3, !944 

Att: Mlss F. Hodell 

Dear Miss Hodell: 

We enclose copy of a message sent to the 
State Department for transmission to Mr. Isaac Sternbuch 
in SWitzerland. In the draft of the message which we sent 
you on April I2th for transmission to Mr. Sternbuch, sum 
85,000 francs was mentioned. It should be corrected to 
read 85,800 • May we ask you to please make the correction 
if the message has not been dispatched. 

During the discussions concerning the transfer 
of the above swm, we were advised that the Legation in 
Bern would be notified to assist the relay of the funds 

' from SWi tzerli!;n4, and we therefore respectfUlly request the 
cooperation of the Board that suoh advioes be given to the 
Legation in Bern. 

With our devoted thanks and appreciation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

Vaa4 Hahatzala Emergeney Cemmdttee 

... ~~~ 
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f,Jlr.::iSAGE TO 3E T;'ANSMITTlill TO 

T :HU iJ<.eRlCAJ~ LEGATION IN 3l~m 

j""LISH MINI:..,TRY OF FIHANCE IN UNI'rED .S'l'At:!:B '1r.-:l.UTTEJ..; TCDAY 

dTR 85t800 Sl'liSS 1''11Al~S TO ::'{LIS.'f EWJASSY TO 3E GIVEN YCU 

FOR TRANBMISSION 'rc ·~AHBI ~-lZtiULI':WICZ IN :',HANGHAI. 

"L:~ASE ARRANGE H L'1illiATE T'?AN8FER !\l-iD ADVISE US ;·.-TEN REMIT'fED. 

VAAD ll.A.rlA'l'ZA.LA EUERGENCY COllMITTEE 

flABBI ABRA'·IAM KAIJI..ANO\'i IT Z 
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MEMORANDUM Fffi THE FTI.ES 

March '' 1944 

I discussed the attached proposals of the vKad 
Hahatzala and the Jewish Labor Committee with Mr. Leavitt of 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. He advised 
me that Miss MargoJ,is was convinced that no ham: would come to 
the refugees in Shanghai or to the persona lending money for 
their support inasmuch as the Japanese authorities have been 
fully informed of the borrowing technique used to support 
refugees in Shanghai. She states that the Japanese have no 
objection to the borrowing so long as the money is obtained 
from neutrals. 

Leavitt also pointed out that the sending of remit­
t.ances to Shanghai are channeled through Geneva and Tokio, and 
~made at the official rate which is somewhat higher than 
the rate obtained in borrmT.Lng locally. 

F. Hodel 
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l.lELIORANDUfd FOH THJ~ FILJlS 

I discuand t.he attached propouala of the Vaad 
l{abatzala and the Jewish Labor Committee with llr. Isavitt ot 
the J\JllOriOan Jewish Jmnt D1str1.but1on CQIIIIId.ttee. He adv1sed 

.J!l9 that tJi,as lfargolis was conv1nced that no harm would 001118 to 
the refugees in Shanghai or to tho persons londing money for 
ttmr support. il1JW!Il\loh as the Japanese autboritieto have been 
fully informed of thtl borrotr.lng teolm1que used to aupport 
retugees in Shanghai. She states that the Japanose have no 
objection to the borrow1Dg so long aa the money is obtained 
from neutral&. 

Leavitt also pointed out ttlat the B6Jlding of relllit­
tancen to Sban.l!hai. arc channeled through Geneva and Tokio, and 
~ made at tho official rate which 1s somewhat higher than 
the rate obtained in horrouing looally. 

r. Hodel 



~BLES, "JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK TELEPHONE: LExington 2-5200 

.. 

THE AMERICAN.; JEWISH 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, Inc. 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 

PAUL BAERWALD, Chairman Vice-Chairmen 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman. Board of Directors 

GEORGE BACKER 
JAMES H. BECKER 
r_ EDWIN GOLOWASSE8, 
ALFRED JARETZKI, JR. 
ALEXANDER KAHN 

ISAAC H. LEVY 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
WILLIAM L SHRODER 
M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE ALBERT H_ LIEBERMAN. Chairman. National Council 

FRANK H. SULZBERGER, Vice-Chaiiman, Naliana/ Council 
European E~eculi"e Council 

BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ 
JOSEPH C. HYM,A,N. becufive Vice-Chairman 

~iss Florer1ce Ho0el , 
· r:;_r ;lefu.:_,t:;t .riot'l_:-U, 
·-<.;.shin2;ton ~·5, D. c. 
~ 

Dear ~/:.rotrei1:: 

Honorary Chairman Chairman 

;vlo.rch 9, 1944. 

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treasurer 

,A.LEXANDER A. LANDESCO. Treasurer 

EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Ani,lanf Tremurer 

MRS. H. B. l. GOLDSTEIN, Compftolfer 

!SIDOR COONS, Director of Fund Railing 

MOSES ,A,. LE,A,VJTT, Secretory 

For you!' infor.-r1o_tjon, I enc_l_o::;e copy o: a 

.',]p._L:ffih 

encl • 

Sincerel:l_}our·s, 

/~ 

~~ses A. Le~vitt• 

Secre-tc_:.ry 



E. P_ ADLER. Ooo·cnporf. Iowa 

SIDNEY J. ALLEN, Delroif 

ALEXANDER E. ARNSTEIN. New York. 

CARL J. AUSTRIAN. New York 

GEORGE BACKER, New York 

PAUL BAERWALD. New York 

EDWARD M. BAKER, Cleo·e!cnd 

JOSEPH BASKIN, New Y01k. 

JAMES H. BECKER, Chicago 

JOSEPH M. BERNE. Cleveland 

MAURICE BERNON, Cleveland 

DAVID BERNSTEIN, New York 

ISRAEL BERNSTEIN. Portland. Me. 

JOHN l. BERNSTEIN. New York 

IRVIN BETTMANN. St_ Louis 

JACOB BILUKOPF, Philadelphia 

NEWTON BISSINGER. San Francisco 

JACOB BLAUSTE-IN. Boftimo1e 

HERBERT R. BLOCH. Cincinnati 

L E. BLOCK, Chicago 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, Indianapolis 

LOUIS BROJDO, New York 

ABE BRONFMAN, Monfteol 

FRED M. BUTZEL, Detroit 

EDDIE CANTOR, Bever!y Hills. Col. 

LOUIS CAPLAN, Pit!sburgh 

AVERY CARP, Granite City, Ill. 

NATHAN CHANIN, New York 

MORRIS R. COHEN. Washington 

ALFRED E. COHN, New York 

RALPH F. COLIN, New York 

AMOS S. DEINARD, Minneapolis 

DAVID DUBINSKY, New York 

G. A. E-FROYMSON. lndionopo!is 

LOUIS H. EHRLICH, Kansas City, Mo. 

ABRAM I_ ELKUS, New York 

MORRIS ENGELMAN, New York. 

MAX EPSTEIN, Chicago 

lEON FALK. JR., Pitl5burgh 

MRS. MYRON S. FALK, JR, New York 

JOSEPH L FINK, Buffalo 

LOUIS FINKELSTEIN, New York 

HARRY FISCHEL, New York. 

ARTHUR FLUEGELMAN, New York 

PHILLIP FORMAN, Trenton 

A. RICHARD FRANK, Chicago 

MAX FREEDMAN. Cleveland 

JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN, New York 

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, New York 

MONROE GOLDWATER, New York 

J. J. GOLUB. New York 

D. SAMUEL GOTTESMAN, New York 

JOEL GROSS, Newark. 

REUBEN GUSKIN, New York 

MORRIS W. HAFT, New York. 

SALMON P. HALLE, Cleveland 

DAVID E. HARLEM, Denver 

LEO H. HEIMERDINGER. Philadelphia 

ADOLPH HELD, New York. 

SIDNEY l. HEROLD, Shreveport 

• 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WALTERS. HILBORN. Beoerly Hilb. Col. 

MRS. WALTER A_ HIRSCH. New York 

HARRY A_ HOLLZER. Lm Angeles 

ABHAHAM HOROWITZ. New York 

ALBERT D. HUTZLER. Bolfimme 

STANLEY M. ISAACS. New Yotk 

LESLIE L JACOBS. Dollm 

MORRIS E. JACOBS. Omaha 

ALFRED JARETZKI. JR .. New York 

LEO JUNG. New York 

ALEXANDER KAHN. New York 

MILTON KAHN, Boston 

E_ L KAUFMANN. W05hington 

MILTON W_ KING. Washing/on 

JOSEPH )_ KLEIN. New York 

JEROME H. KOHN, Hartford 

ABRAHAM KRASNE, New York 

MILTON KUTZ, Wilmington 

SAUL J. LANCE, New York 

ALEXANDER A. LANOESCO. New York 

SIDNEY LANSBURGH. Baltimore 

ALBERT D. LASKER. New York 

EDWARD LAZANSKY, Broo!.fyn 

MORRIS S. LAZARON. Baltimore 

CARL LEFF. New York 

AL PAUL LEFTON. Philadelphia 

LEO LEHMAN. Pithb11rgh 

ROBERT LEHMAN New York 

SAMUEL D_ LEIDESDORF, New York 

EMIL W. LE-IPZIGER, New Orleans 

JACOB LEVINSON, Brooklyn 

MRS. DAVID M. lEVY. New York. 

ISAAC H. LEVY, New York 

SAM A. LEWISOHN, New York 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Philadelphia 

CHARLES J. LIEBMAN, New York 

MAX LIVINGSTON. New Ha.-en 

CARL M. LOEB. New York 

JOSEPH P. LOEB. Lm Angeles 

SAMUEL MARKELL. Bmlon 

JAMES MARSHALL, New York 

ARMAND MAY, Atlanta 

GEORGE Z. MEDAUE, New York 

JEROME MICHAEL. New York 

ABRAHAM MILLER, New York. 

HENRY MONSKY, Omaha 

CHARLES W. MORRIS, Louisville 

PAUL MUNI, Glen Head, L 1. 

STANLEY C. MYERS, Miami 

MARCUS NADLER, New York. 

MAX OGUST, New York 

NATHAN M. OHRBACH. New York 

KURT PEISER, Philadelphia 

HARRIS PERLSTEIN, Chicago 

DAVID deSOLA POOL, New York 

JACOB S. POTOFSKY, New YorA 

MEYER l. PRENTIS, Detroit 

JOSEPH M_ PROSKAUE-R, New York 

BENJAMIN J. RABIN, New York. 

• 
AARON S. RAUH. 51_ Louis 

RICHARD S. RAUH, Pilfsburgh 

A. J. RONGY. New York 

JAMF:S N. ROSENBERG, New York 

LESSING J. ROSENWALD. Philadelphia 

WILLIAM ROSENWALD. Greenwich, Conn. 

MORRIS ROTHENBERG, New York. 

BERNARD SACHS, New York. 

BEN SADOWSKI. Toronto 

SIMON SAKOWJTZ. Hou1fon 

A_ L SALTZSTEIN. lvfi!woulc.ea 

E_ J. SCHANFARBER, Columbus 

ULYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, Chicago 

WILLIAM H_ SCHWARZSCHILD. Richmond 

MURRAY SEASONGOOD. Cincinnati 

EUSTACE SELIGMAN, New York 

BERNARD SEMEL, New Yor/c. 

ALFRED SHEMANSKI, Seotlle 

L H. SHERMAN. New York 

SAMUEL SHORE. New York 

WJLUAM J. SHRODER, Cincinnati 

MENDEL B. SILBERBERG. Los Angeles 

ARCHIBALD SILVE-RMAN, Providence 

M. C. SLOSS, Son Francisco 

ABRAHAM SRERE, Detroit 

JESSE H. STEINHART. Son Francisco 

EDGAR B. STERN, New Orleans 

HENRY M. STERN, Roche5ter 

HORACE STERN. Philadelphia 

HUGH GRANT STRAUS, Brooklyn 

MRS. ROGER W. STRAUS. New York 

FRANK L SULZBERGER, Chicago 

LEON C. SUNSTEIN, Philadelphia 

AARON TEITELBAUM. New York 

JEROME I. UDEll. New Y01k 

F. FRANK VORENBERG. Boston 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, New Yorlr. 

MAX M. WARBURG, New Yorlr. 

DAVID M. WATCHMAKER, Boston 

ADOLPH WEll, Montgomery 

FRANK L WEll, New York 

HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 

MOSES WINKELSTEIN, Syracuse 
JONAH B. WISE, New York 

DAVID P. WOHL, St. Loui5 

MORRIS WOLF, Philadelphia 

HARRY ZEITZ. Broo/c.lyn 

IN THE ARMED FORCES 

ABNER BREGMAN, New York. 

WILLIAM W. GOODMAN, Memphis 

MARCO F. HELLMAN, New York 

HAROLD F. LINDER, New York. 

EDWARD A. NORMAN, New Yorlr. 

LEWIS l. STRAUSS, New Yorlr. 

MORRIS C. TROPER, New York 

EDWARD M. M. WARBURG, New Yorlr. 



• 

--'-:1. 

I 

C''J_._)y • 
I1<~T .:::~-t~\.:~'::'1-:?~L.G~ co:~L.:l '::"':;:" b2. :=·-~ Ti~~ ~-LLL c_:::cOSO 

in Ceneva, ~~-.itL.erlc..nct 
~sl.er;:. tion t·J t!!s 

Lini~:::;..~ .._;t:_.tt:::.:-> o:J: _.:,.._!~eric. __ 
1645 Con~·_~.ecti..cutt ;,..ve. :; • ;·_., :·.c..s:~in6t :n c;, .. 

:.:oses :~. ~~~~vi tt, 3.tcr~ t~ry 
~-.e -~..meric~:n Je~;.·ish Joint Di3"t_.:_""'ibuti:m Con.:--ittee 

~;iE .. t;_ison .hvenue 
y,)rlc City, i6, :-~. 'I. 

F:ef. S/4/f 

}~eferrin.; io my ~et t;;r :;f Feb. lst ecn<..c your letter of Feb. 4, I o.:n senciing you h!ore­
::i th a L!O _'.Jy of a cable I recei vee.. frus Uenevu.. 

Beli!::ve ;ne, 0ec..r ~ir • .L,eq.vitt, 

:.:P/*~ 
l copy 

Yours sincerely, 

Dele go. te ::Jf ti1e In tern .c. tional 
CoJ!.::1~i ttee ~f the Rec C.:::·oss 

CoiJy of incomins co.ble~rum receiveU from: INTl.r:cnGJ..Z.lOUli£ 

Genevri, Switzer .:!..a.nd 

T•' 

Cd,;TiiiUOUS ~l.Si'UE.3 A\.0ii\.i.3T FaCTivi~S IiV 7cU:: 3FiCCIFTW i\iii:i'i STOP Pu-.VE NEVi:RTG;LESS 

i:tE.CABLED ZGLi!: riE~UESTING HI;,; COI;TINUE iiSSISTI!;G INSOF;~~ .C.S CC.c;r;rTIONS DO ;'OT I.i:J;;JER SUe;, 

.:;IFFICU.LTI.CS AND G;,UZSTL)N IN ;O:JS?ENSE STO? FJR YOU.c; Ic:JFOR\!ATION NE;i' REGULATION BY 

AUTHORITIES IN $HA,'JGli.U .:i?ECIFIEB <iLL ::.ONZY TR,.,;•sFooS BY IRCC FOR ?J::LIEF PUR?00i:;S I.:UST 

i'.Ei~CbFORTH FObQ'; GZNEVA TOKYO 2lfl\NGHAI ROUT.c; Ai'iD Hn.TE EXCP.tl~GE FIY.ED ~T CRB I:OLLiinS 5 

?OINT 50 E<;UALS l SWISS FRANC 

INT.ERChOIXROUGE SC67l 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RW GROSS IN GENEVA, SWIT<:.ffi __ AND 
DELEGATION TO THE UNITJ:.JJ STATES OF AMERICA 
1645 Connecticut Avenue, N.w., Washington 9, D.C. 

Mr. Moses A. Lea~itt, Secretf,ry 
The Ame~ican Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, Incorporated 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 161 New York 

My deN· Mr. Leavitta 

February l, 1944 

We :mve receiv~?<i the fallowing message from Geneva~ 

In ryr~rence to Mr. Leavitt's cable of December 291 19431 the __ 
8hengha1 Joint Distribution Committee rapliesa "GRATEFULLY ACKNJWLEDGE 
RECEIPT MESSAGE FROM JOINT HEAD OFFICE AND SHANGHAI JOINT WILL J..CT AC­
C~JRDINGLY EXPJESSING APPRECIATION TO JOINTDISCO HEADOFFICE AND THA:l-IK­
ING MISS MARGOLIS POR QUICK AND EFFICI~NT ASSISTANCE." 

The International Committee of the Red Cioss !'f¥lrB that owing to new 
regulations, the Delegate in Shanghai, Mr. Egle, will be unable to 
assist. They will revert, however, when more details are available, 

Sincerely yours, 

II' 
M&rc Peter 
Delegate 

l_u' 

_\''· 
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SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

COPIES TO: 

/ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 
A-L 

DATE: 

October 4, 1943 

I 

Rabbi Gol4Jnann, 
Rabbi ~almanowttz ··, 
Mr. Tr9es, of Agudath Youth Council, and 
Mr. Long. 

--

aro 1-1493 

Mr. Trese came i~ with the two rabbis by appointment. They 
stated that Rabbi Kalmanowitzz had been one of the delegation 
received by the Secretary of State about ten days ago in rmich 
the Secretary was repor~ted to have stated that he would talk to 
me and to Mr. Norman Davis and suggested that they see each of us. 

/ 
They presented the case of 464 members of a rabbinical group 

which had miraculously been kept together since they left Poland 
and were now in Shanghai. They were stated to have been suffering 
and that the great desire of the rabbis was that they be saved as 
a unit and brought out of the Jurisdiction of the Japanese in order 
that the culture, education, intellect and religious significance 
which they embodied could be saved to the Jewish people and to 
the world. They stated that they had heard from Jerusalem that 
these people needed help in an emergent manner and they wanted to 
have them exchanged, They realized the United States was making 
an exchange to get Americans out of Japanese control. They would 
like to present the thought that we undertake to exchange the 
rabbinical groUp out. They desired them to be included in the 
third exchange if there l<~as to be one. They assumed there would 
be one. They had discussed the matter, apparently, about the 
exchange with the British. They had not auooeeded as the Polish 
quota was very small. All of these persons bear Polish passports 
and are of Polish na t1onal1 ty. Host of them have visas either 
for the United Gtatee, Canada or Palestine, except a number which 
the Polish Ambassador here is alleged to have stated he would 
permit to join the Polish groUp presently resident in l.iexico, 
Consequently, deetination was not the trouble. The real d1~f1oulty 
was transportation and something to exchange for them. They bad 

nothing 
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nothing to offer in the way of .ll1l1d :am m.m. They hoped -th_at 
the United States coula. inalude~m amongst 1te citizens in the 
next exchange. 

I professed our aeep inter~et in their situation and the hope 
that the Department of State oopld continue to be of service to 
them and for them. I reminded them that this group had been 
amongst the thousands of persons the Department of State had saved 
out of Poland, Latvia, F.atonla, Lithuania and Hestern Russia during 
1940 and 1941 and thRt we had not lost interest in them and would 
be glad to do anything within the r~nge of our poesib111t1ee to 
further their movement out of the hands of the Japanese. 

I then proceeded to paint the picture of the Americans in 
Japanese hands both in the Philippines and in China, stated the 
real hardships that they were undergoing an~ the fact that ae 
regards the Philippines there was no person to represent the 
American interests or to protect the American citizens from the 
vicious treatments imposed upon them by the Japanese and that our 
l)eople in Ohin11 w~re ~ll inteJ'ned •md suffering from great Priva­
tions. I further stated that it would be most difficult to justify 
to the American people the inclusion of non-Americans in a passenger 
list for exchange if they displaced American citizens who would 
thereby be forced to wait in internment oampe and under privations 
and cruel treatments which they were undergoing in the Far East. 
I stated that we should speak frankly and understand all of the 
diff1oult1ee which lay in the path of an exchange. However, in 
spite of those difficulties, if they would think of ways and means 
which the United States Government might adopt to further the 
cause of removing theoe rabbis from Shanghai, we would be very 
glad to hear from them and would be willing to adopt any practical 
method which they suggested and to g1 ve it our help. In addition 
to that we would exert our thought and we would be very glad to 
devise ways and means 1f 1t ,.,ere at all possible and that our 
interest would continue and that we \10Uld do whatever we could to 
arrange for their w1 thdrmtnl, but 1 t was neoesaary to face the 
.~ealit1ee 1n order that they m1ght not be too optimistic. It 
'had taken us more than a year to arrange for the exchange now 
taking place. In the immediate future we propose to suggest 
another exchange. Whether they oould be included in that depended 
upon a variety of faoto~l, but if they could not be included in 
that we·would be very glad to have suggestions from the rabbis 
here 1n America as to bow the release of their colleagues in 
Shanghai might be effected and we would do everything practical 
along that line. 

They left w1th me a copy of a telegram from Jerusalem, a 
list of the pereona in Shanghai (464) and a typewritten signed 
plea for the Department• s help~ 'i'he7 said they wanted to talk 

i 
I 

·I 
lj 
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/ 
to l·lr. Norman Davis rmd I agreed to talk to Mr. Davie nnd 
to ask him to receive them. He wne out of the o1ty today • .. 

B. L. 

A-LlDL:DY 


