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CAULE TO AMERIGAN RMBASSY, PAHIS, VRO THE ¥AS REFUGHS HOAQD

Flease deliver the following mussage to Joseph Schwmrt from -

#. 4. Lesvitt of Auerican Jowieh Jolnt istribution Uonsdttess

POYE APPROVE TRVSATIVE GRANT PIVEFRDUSAND POUNDS STENLING
SOR CLOTHING MAURIVIUS INVHINKES PEWDING ADVICE PARTICIRA-
TIOR SCUTHAFAICAN BEGYPTIAY COMMNITIES WHIOH UNDERSTAND WiLL
COVER MAJOR FORTION COSES, URIOTE ’

¥

Cofy 2ecot X ﬂ@c’/%‘/r '

10:20 a.m.
April 26, 1945 b

lelss Cheuncey (for the Sec'y), Comn, Dudois, Gmeton, Fodel, tutchison, cCormack,
C'Dwyer, Files.
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2. Cable to Joseph Schwartz, Paris : ) - | —

b

* APPROVE ‘TENTATIVE GRANT FIVETHOUSAND POUNDS STERLING FOR_CELOTHING MAURTTINS
INTERNEES PENDING ADVICE PARTICIPATION SOUTHAFRICAN EGYPTIAN COMMUNITIES
. f
WHICH UNDERSTAND WILL COVER MAJOR PORTION COSTS

M A& LEAVITT . \

JDC ) ) ‘




ixv;g% .

CADRLL M, 1945

Dear Hr, Leavitts

- The followi#g message for you from Jossph Schwarts
was rocelved through the United States Legation in Cairo
under date of Epril 10, 19453 : o -

"Perecns now intsrmed Mauritius expected depart .

for Palestine near future. Palestine Government B ¢
* providing traneportation. Goverrnor Msuritiue has : o

informed High Gommissioner Palestine that about

850 people inecluding 320 mem 400 women 73 children

and 54 infents will need clothing urgently. He has

.enggested that upon thoir arrival im Port Said it

bo distributed to them. Mintrmum amount required )

‘for this purpose 4 to 5 thousand pounds sterling : 3

which We are. guarantesing HUT requesting South. . 3

Africa and Egyptisn comminitiee share which may ) : -

lespen ocur partieipation ‘mbatan?ial]y. Passman

continging with plane and will kaep you informed.

Very truly yours,

. [{B1gnea) Florenan Hnagl -

Florence Hodel -
Apsistant Exeoutive Dirsotor

Hr. H. A, leavitt, Secretary, . ’ .. 2

American Jewish Joint Distribution ) 4
Comml.ttes,

270 Wadison Avenue,

New York 16, New York.

RBHutohisons A4/14/45 - ) o f
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MB~442 . ,
This telegram mdsé % fﬁ,
paraphrased before being Dated Arril 10, 1945 i

communicated to -anyone o/L

other than a Gavernment; \SON’ Rec'd 11:57 a.m., 1lth
‘agency.  +RESTREEREPY | A o S B

Secretary ofr Stateﬁ,rr : o g;%%hgﬁgé giﬁgy
) Washington. - ’ e o g‘s 5 ' ‘

871, aprif 10, 12 a/.m. »

i i

FOR MO&ES LEVITT JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
FROM JOSEPH SCHWARTZ

Group now interned Mauritius expected leave for
Palestine within near future. Transportetion being
provided by Palestine Government. Governor Mauritius
has adviced High Commiesioner Palestine that approximately
850 persons . including 320 men 400 women 73 children
and 54 infante will require clothing ufgently and has
suggested that it be distributed to them upon their
arrivael Port Said. Amount required this purpose miﬁimum
4 to B thousand pounds sterling which we guargnteeiig

BMT asking South Africe and Egyptilen communities shave ’ . Lo

which mey reduce our perticlpation substentially. -Passman

‘proceeding with afrangementé and.wi;l keep you fully ‘ -

advised, i
TUCK

EDA




—{Refugees Reuc:.hthqu_, ——
After 5-Year'Delay - .

By-the Assoclatéd Press, .- - .
HAIFA,  Aug. 2T—A group .of
4,300 Jewish refugees; who -were
aboard the steamér Patria when it
exploded .mysterioisly in . Haifa -
< ) Harbor-in_ 1940, finally landed -here
. . yesterday . after -alinost five years-of
internment on the British island of . i
Mauritius in the Indian Otean. . . B
Fleeing from Nazi persecufion in : -
Central European - couritries; the
.refugees were refused - permissfon
to land in Palesting hecause.they
‘Ihad no passports T
3| The explosion,  which accurred
1| November "25, ‘1940, while the ref-
ugees were awaiting transportation
- 140, Mauritins, 530  miles .east ol
ascar, resulted in at leps
fdeaths and 190 miss]
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would be inevitable,
—

: M;ll?ltius,;J ews _
'degv:tbfPélégstme .

_“The B

sporta-} -

~Miculties . and some elay)




»

(WRIROT:  Jewdsh Hefugees in Uauritius.
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Durban; Union of South Africa, Uay 70, 194 - ! L

NO, 185, . . ¢
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THE HONORABLE '
THE SUORETARY OF STATE,-

, VASHINGTQH, - - C

s

I heve the honor to refer %o the Departuent®s telegram to .
this office, Mo, 8 dated March 6y 6 pomoy 1948, and this office's
raply, telegram Yo, 9_dated Maxch 20, -12 noosi, 1944 end oy Qese -
pateh No. 144 dated Apri) 15, 1244 on the sbove subjood. -

~ On March 8, 1944 I wrote the Colonisl Seoretary, Port Louis, #/J
Mauritive, copy of which is. onclosed. I have today recoived & ':,L ‘W
reply, copy of which is likewise enoclosed,  The Interim Report. :

mentioned in the Golonial Secretéry’s letter 1a also enologed.

, I an taking what stops I can to check up on the correct
ness of thie roport, und es soon as I can secure further infomation,

I sghall,; of 'oonrsor, raport 1t to the Deps??t«nsn_to
Respaotfully yours, -

<

L. Talbhot Smith
Anerican Consul

Enclosure:
Copy 0f lstter %6 Colonial Seoreteryo

Copy of letter from Golonial Sodratary,.
Intorim Roport.. ) h

File Mo, %20,
B18/np, -

o Original and o
Heotograph to Dopartmant of ‘Stateg )
Copy for. suporvising Gonsuluto Genoral, Johanj
Gopy for propuring-office,., - G




Sir:

880 ' - CoFY:

TG FORKION SERVICH
© . oFmE
WITED STATHS OF mmm\

S AMTRICAM OOT’QTLA

Post Oi“f’iee Box 1541, Dux'ban, Bouth Afrxcao:
hhroh B 1944,

Colonial Seorstary, - g
The Seoretariat,
Port Lmia, Meurt t1us,

1 have the honor %o :raport t,hnt. I have besn asked to asoertal.n
the numbsr of refugees now on the Island of Mawdtius, axd I

would therefere: gro«any approciate it if you would tell me how
many there are and vaxeuee they onms and-vhat pamentage of then
ave Tewieh,,

Angthing that you pay edd in regard to the general conditions

4 prevailing in the xefugge camps will be eprreciated; lias there

been any unusual prevalence of discmpe or malnutwition? And if
thore are sny speclal nceds which we couid reliove I should be

vary glad t0 have your report, as thore are various organizations
in tho United States that might be able and willing to assist

youw in supplylmg ‘ob noedsa

Thanking you in advance for m#;aver mformtion you ray see
it to give me, I am,

Yory rospectfully yours,

(Sigicl) FE. TALBOT SHXTH

E. Talbot Sudth
Aporiessi Consul

oot st i o s

ot
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corys -

R SKCRATARIAT,

TOR? LOUIS.

R4th April, 1044

1185/43/}(

sir,

T - : t
1 am directed to acknowledse the rageipt of your latter - %,5;?2’-!
Noc 720 of the Bth.Uarch, 1944, and to forwsrd herewith a 077 T
printed copy of the latest report of the Ares Opmmandent, - -
Jewish Data & Camp, which. coatains the inforuation asked O
for sbout the Jewish refugess dotained in Uauritiua.

i
8, I am to oxpress this Government®a appreciation of the
offer of agaistance made in your lettor and to inform you that. )
as the dotainues are well oared for ib 418 ot propoged at present
to take advaninga of your offer. ¥

I am, Siry
Your obediant servant,

?

Oolonial Seoretary

The Ameriean Connul,
Americen Conmulate,
P,0. Bor 1641, Durben,
Sonth Africac




“troudle which ie $he resnit of lack-of mourishiwat. Uéldria

: 81nze the creation of tho Var Refuges Bourd, thers
bas beon oalled to our attention upom numerous oocasions,
that wldesprond eufforing oxists among refugess, malnly Jewe
ishy on the Island of Meuritius’in the Indian Ocean. In the
paat two wseks we have received two reports on the subjects
The first donsisted of Despatch Hoe 14311 of Mareh 7, 1944,

from the Enbaesy at-London, entloslng a letter coveriug a momoe
randum from Bir Herbert Einerson) o, GalaBay KiluBilsy CoBulivy -
Dire¢chyof the Intergevernmental  Comslttes on Beofugeos, as wsll

- &g a_copy of a record of. Parlismentary Debates in “the Houss of

Oommons on Pebruary 23, 1944» The sesond ropord was ‘contadned
in tolegram Ho. 9, of Maveh 20, from the State Department Feps
resentative at Durban. Taken fogother; theme reporis Andicaty

a eituation in which there is widespresd suffering shick vo

-2

may be ip a poeltion to alleviate,

: ' N

4s 1 unjeretand it, in late 1940, 1659 Jewish refugess
attempted illegally to enter Palestine. They did zot pogeess s
guotn or s sortificate, amd shortly after Novembor 25, 1940, the *
British suthorities st Paleptind di o thém'to the Jaland of
Hauritius, where they have been interied for more thai thrae
yoarse At thé present titie I boldeve there mre in the neighbor~
hoad of 1400 to 1500 of thews = S ’

The report of thedr condiiion, based upon en investis
gation initigted by & foreign eervive cfficer at Durban at our

‘request, indicates that theme rofugeos aye held in e detontion

camp ot Beaybasin. About 600 of them are from Caechonlovakia,.

. and the balante from Austids, Gorsiany, Poland, Rusaia and Huogarye

It wme reportsd that maloutrition ie eneraly since
Hauritiue io unsble to meet demands of these tagxage‘é‘sh Thera ai's
a muhek of expsctant mosthors: sufforing from dack of vitamins. -

and thore is donside, -oy0 a
and

Childron are in very poor Yealth




" tions., While under norma ¢drcumstances 1t might be possible

-2

heart desease are prevalent. Manyof the 'tefﬁgeéé; accustomed
40 colder olimates; ars seriously affected by tropiocnl condi-

U T
. R :

for ‘the refugees to supplement their daily ratione by losal
purchases, high prices combined with the facts that they are

‘not allowed to leaye the imtérament camp and are granted an

allowanve of but 4Yshillings and 6 penge per month make this
very difficult. T - : R

- I+ geems to me that something ought to bs dome to
roliove the suffering which exists, In this connoetion the
following possibilities have occurred to me’ T o

1) Granting of appropriate rviaaﬁ‘/or eﬂ&y pormdte which
would authorize such of thess refugees who are satisfactory upon
security grounds to enter the United Btates. :

2).  Approaching Um&]ﬂth, a view to ite supplying the
necespary feod and medicin¢ which would alleviate the sondition

of the refugees. In this comnestion, I understand that the prin=
eiple requirements oonsist of dried milk, dehydrated vegetables,

_fruft, olothes, and medicines for malaria and heart ailments,

3 Approaching the British authorities with-a view %o

their taking some stéps to relieve the conditions of these refu~ -

g60B . o
84r Herbert Emorson hae indin;:ad that he proposes to

consult the British authorities to ascertein whether the pres+

ont progedure for internment cannot 'be,[gf’relaxed in such a manner

as to facilitate the antry of those rofugees imbo the United

Btates. As you may gather, ho féels quite etrongly that we

might be in a position to permit their embrys

: 1 ehould very muoh appregiate reseiving your views as
to what may be dome %o alleviate whal appears to mo. to be unnec~
eseary suffering on the part of these un ortunaten, - :

rpysdn 3/24/44

N




JRp————— -
ol

. March 22, 1944

sMr J. Bo Friedmm .

tdoseph Ha Murphy
_ . ) )
Ret  Refugees on ¥auritius -
Ia vleﬁrevf the rather mad eondii&dq of the some 1500 - s
Jewidh refugaes liini detentlon. camysruiin_éaﬁbasin. ¥auritius, '

evidenced by Ho. § of March 20, 1944, from Durban, it seems
‘40 me we houlil yaise the matter with umﬁ'a. It would appear-

. *-j:i% '

to be the most likely agenecy to handle this rrob'ls;u‘;' which
assus purely one of roltet at this time. '

I have ettached proposed ma’a@randum to ‘Governor
L'ehmafn. a copy of vhich might bs sont to the British for their

infornation.

#

o

%W.;,awrpgg.m&;/za/u - L L
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GAR-14 ’ Durban
This telegram must be ' ’
paraphrased before being
communic¢ated to anyone
other than a Goverpment = '
sgency. (BR) : :

Dated March 20, 1944

Rec'd 1 p.m.

Secretary of State

Fashington

9, March 20, noon ! o
ﬁ&th refETENCE tO your Nos 8, March 6; S Dame,
according to information obtained from Jeéwish board
of deputiss there are 1500 Jewish refugees in detention
camp at Beau basin, Mauritius. 60C from Czechoslovakia
rest from ,sustria, Germany, Poland, Russia and”Hungary.
Malnutrition is general as Mauritius 1s unable to
meet demands. B0 Expectant mothErs'suffEr from lack of
vitamips. Children in poor health and considerable eye
troublerbecausa of malnutritibn,-”SomE malarina and heart
disEaseE. REfugEEé from cqld climate affected by tropical
condlitions,

Refugees not allowed to leave camp. Daily»rationé

might be supplemented by purchases from Chinese shop but

prices high and allowance cf four shiilings~anq six PENGE
per month (repeat per mon%ﬁ) }imitsrpufchasas; 6
kequirements dried milk dehydrated vagetéblss and
fruit and medicines for malaria and heart uleEnts;
Clothes badly needed,

, - SMITH
YSB , .




Blnﬁ] osm‘as s

1/ r‘op;y of 1e‘%.tor oi’ éa_ ah 4y
28

refugms $o Euckne.‘ll
2/ Copy of Memorehdum by Ha W."

ragardiog wefugood wio wish’ %
emigx’a’ca “to t&m’ odbed Stahes

Dabates; Houae of Lommoﬁa,
194&, Ooln. 819:»820@

cc/;eB

sos Ohavnesy, Mm\hamrson, Akﬁsiu, Bratnat-eﬂ.n,: , i
Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin;: Leanax‘ Lux:l.’ord fann ;- HoGormt
,,Ponak, Rainn, S?pandiuh, Ste by Pehil
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

. o INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION = : B t

L ) S Date o
To : Mr, Friedman o N -, Tebruary 26, 1944

FROM: J. H. Murphy E i S

Re : Jewish Refugees’ on the
Igland of Mauritius"”

In late 1940, 1659 Jewleh refugees attempted illegally
to enter Palestine, They did not possess a quota or a certifi-
oate, Shortly after 25 November 194) British authorities at :
Palestine'deported them to the Island of Mauritiue, in the : ‘
Indian Ocean, where they heve been ever since, * ’

) Thig deportation aroused considerable critiseiem in
Palestine which gave rige to a protest strike, as well as
arousing condemnation in the United States and Great Britain.
This was partioularly wide spread becauge on-25 November 1940,
‘@ group of 1771 refugees who had illezally entered Palestine
were apsembled on board the ship WFstriyiWpreparatory to being
deported to the Island of Mauritius,” This-ship exploded in .
Haifa Harbor, most of the passengers being rescued, but 241 mig-
sing. The explosion was reported to have been caused by extreme
nationelists who protegted the policy of deporting Jews from
their homeland (American Jewisgh Year Book, Volume 43, 1911k,
page 284) . o T .

In the following year distressing reports-concerning the

plight of these refugess wers received, On September 18, 1941,
it vas reported that typhold and malaria were very prevalsnt and
on January 21, 1942, it wae officially stated in the House of
Commons that 521 of these refugees had died of contaglous deseases,
(Anerican Jewish Year Book, Volume Lk, 1942<43, page+£98). -How

_ever, it was zlgo said thaet the refugee group hed ghown coneider-
able initiative, constructing a workshop, etc., and that a number
of them had returned to Palestine as volunteers in the Free Ozech
Armg. (IDEM; American Jewlgh Year Book, Volume Wi, 1942-U3, page
278 -

By 194l 1t was reported that there are about 1500 of this -
group of Jewish Refugees left on the Island of Mauritius, plus-
* approximately 1,000 Jewish refugees from Greece, (Amorican Jewish - S




-2 -

Year-Book, Volume Y45, 19u43-Uk, pp. 357356, and.p, 221) The
accounts of sufferkng and dggesse among the ‘refugees on Mauritiue
may also apply to this group of Greek refugees ag vell as the
refugees, probably Czech, who had been deported from Palestine,
Hovwever, the sources examined gsocned to- confine themselves to the
suffering of the deported group; The most recent report was con~
talned in the item of the J.T.A. NEWS , of January 23, 1944, based -
upon a release of the American Zionist Emergency Qneil, Thig re-
leage pointed out that approximately 70% of the refugees were suffer-
ing from maleria or malnutrition, The men wers reported as living
in a prison while the women and ohildren occupled barracks, family
1ife having been adandoned, o

Be that as it may however, the American Ohspter -‘of the Relig-
ious Emergency Council, writing to the War Refugee Board on 31 Janu~
ary 1944, on behalf of the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain asked us to
rescue Jewish scholars and rabbis from Turope, pointing out that it
had obtained 20 visas for them to go to the Island of Mauritius,
Apparently the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain has some contact with
internee problems on Mguritius, (Chief Rebbi's Religlous Emereen
Council Report of Aetivities for yegr ending December 31, 1252;

What seems particularly to embitter Jewish cireles and consequently
to focus attention upon the plight of the deported refugees is the

fact that such persons were once in Palestine, sbelt illegally, and
then were deported to Mauritius, (See undated and unsizned memoran-

dun entitled "Memorandum--About the Immigration of Alien Jews from
Italy" in WRB files.) ,

It occurs to me that the most feasible method of approach
is to endegvor to get some reliable informstion about refvgees and
their surroundings on the Island of Mauritius, The living conditions
upon the Island may not be the pame for all refugees, and the-deported
refugees may be subject to more severe treatment than the Greek refue
geen. It may be possible that living conditions could be improved,

Accordingly I am attaching a proposed cable to the consular
agent nearegt the Island of Mauritius, since we have no repregenta-
tive nor is 1t in any consular district. I understand that it ean ~
be covered in this fashion, however. ’
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, rtB 21 1944

i
r

Dear Mr. Schonfelds

Regoipt iaaéhxcwledéed of your letter of January 31, -
1944, concerning the rescus of certain Jowish scholars and
Rabbis from enemy-ogcupied territory. i

I am pure you will understand that the task of the
War Refugee Board is so great that, of necessity, it cannot
deal with problems limited to seelding out and resguing specifie
individuais, Ve shall, of course, do: everything in our power -
1o regous and save the vietims of enemy oppresgion who are in
immdnent danger of death, :

Your offer 46 bs of assistance to the Board is

appreciated, 7 3 )
Vez'& truly yours,
rarenad) J. We Pehle ) ) -
: J. W. Pahle ' ;
Acting Executive Direoctor
Hr. Mosss Sohonfeld, ] R

Hon, Beoretary,
American Chapter Religious

E z‘ % , ) L . - T ::’:: f,';
55 leonard S‘brept-,' - N ) - . o i
New York, N. Y. ’ :

»

FHodelshd 2/19/44 -
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“LLING w
AMERICAN CHAPTER RELIGIOUS EMERGENCY COUNCIL Tus ~"/Jz &.F
" OF THE CHIEF ‘RABBi OF GREAT- BRITAIN &NZ,
Reglstered with Presnd:ntu War - Rélief .Control Board No. 111 . 7 - X 'q\‘ N
55 LEONARD STREET - - - - . NEWYORK.N.Y. 07 A _
" Telephone: WOmtu 48818 , £ § 5 VT i
f_i_ SPONSORS -~ | K .. DArE., ?j
4 - - o . . - o T A
COLDN!L Rrt. Hox. Loln \Vzmwoob, Dr. Leo Juna, . - Mgzs. ALexanpex Lamroxt ’ARTHUI L. LeVixe,
of Barlastun | Professor, Yeshiva College . - - Ds: Avzxanvea Magx, - President, Beth David Hospllal
" - Brofessor, Jewish Theologieal Hagar. W, Gowoine,-
Tae Verv Rev. Dz. J. H. Herrz, U. S. Juvoce, Hon. Juv.mu w. Macg, " Seminary of Ameri & President, Rabbi Jacob Joseph School
Chief Rabbi of the British Empire Viee Presldcnt, Zionist Orgamzanon 3 B Mosks SCHONFELD
- of America - -
Rassr H““‘T S.. Gox_nsrzm, Amesican Representative, Rclxgmus
Ds. Divip = Sova Poor, Asrazan CAHAN, - - gu%ﬁry}’reslgegt Union of Emergency Councii
it Rell - - 4ABRA " R rthodox Jewish Congregationa R
EE:‘JJI:?;‘ ofcm'ﬁr:fy?N:v'f'B‘i;t. ** Editor, The Jewish Daily Forward of America - E Tug RaspinicaL CouNcrL or Auerica -
of the Jewish Welfare Board - NationaL Councu., Younc Isras
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN, Max ZArITSKY, ) LEoN GELLMAR,
. Dz.Steemen S. Wise, Editor, The American Jewish Year Presiderit, United Hatters, Cap and President, ‘Misrachi Organisation of
" President, American Jewish Congress Book Millinery "Workers lntemahunal Union America

ARTHUR L LEVINE ' ) :
HARRY W. GOLDING ] S - d a!mary 31, 1944
Joint Treasurers

sosss scnonemo Ohairman of W&!‘ Refugees Bo&rd
Hon. Secretary Waal}ingt on

D. c’

Dear @irg : 7 7 ) B .

The Religious Emergency €ouncil of The chief Rabbi of ' - ‘
Great Britsin, whom we represent in this country, is vitally
interested in the rescue of the remngnt of European Jewish

N scholars and Rabbis, The Co =
forscoreof these relig

riti .

The poasibilities of rescuing additional Rabbis and their ', i
femilies from enemy-occupied ‘territories might not prove as
diificult as the attempt to save others not in this eeeleaiaetical
Category. . A

We'are therefore bringing th:ls to your attention in the hope
that you may be able to aid in this specifie task, The Chief :

Rabbi's Council bhas at its disposal the names of sueh persons » _i
known_to be still g, alive, a,nd we woﬁa Tad1y arran e t §§ﬁi% e
8% 1 : .. SYBRa 1e

suchi a liat to 3 ;
consider on over npient ﬁefm’?’l
mmigration . or. te 0 ThIE e otntry, We are, %

course, prepared to offerourown services in any eapacity you : .
gee it to call on us, and send you lerewith & copy of the last :
annual report covering the Council's activities.

Your s tru

Hon. Secretaly

Read ‘THE MARK OF THE SWASTIKA” ) ; L
Entite proceeds go to help continue the ux_"gent war relief work of die Bm‘efgedcy-Cqmdl
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Telephone — . Yy Registered under the
STAmfard Hill 1971. Ch_lef Bahbl &  War Charities Act, 1940.

R

Relief Funds—

ligious Emergency Counecil

—_——
The Chief Rabbi of the British Empire.

Chasrman : " ""mp Yeory Rev. Dr. . H. HERTZ. CH.

Houn. Treasurers :

OSCAR PHILIPP, Esq.

JULIUS FELSENSTEIN, Esa. -
Reconstruction Funds— Secretary :  Mr. HENRY PELS,

Col. Sir PHILIP CARLEBACH, C.M.G. -

Rabbi H. SWIFT.

Necdy Clergy & War. Pictims Fund—
Rabbi H. FERBER

Dayan H.

86, AMHURST PARK,

Executive : LON‘DON» N.16,
M. LAZARUS. M.A. B

Rabbi Dr. S. SCHONFELD, {Excc. Dir.)

-

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES
For the year ending 31st December, 1942.

The Council has maintained its activities as an agency of the

Chief Rabbi in tackling practical problems affecting religious Jewish

life,

arising in the present emergency.
The work has thus continued to involve representations to many

Government Departments and other- authorities. These include the
Home Office, the Ministries of Health, Food, Agriculture, Labour and
National Service, the Board of Education, the War Office, Colonial
Office, and Foreign Office; the B.B.C. and the representatives in
London of the United Nations, Czechoslovakia, Poland’ and the Soviet
Government.

The

The Council takes. this opportunity of expressing to its Chairman,
Very Reverend, The Chief Rabbi, Dr. J. H. Hertz, its heartiest

congratulations upon his 70th Birthday. It wishes both the Anniver-

sary

Volume of Studies and the Hertz Forest, commemorating the

event, every success. The recent honour conferred upon Dr. Hertz
by H.M. the King, is ar auspicious event for the entire community.

The

Chief Rabbi's appointment to the Companionate of Honour is a

well-deserved mark of his eminence as leader and.scholar.

The activities dealt with fall under the following headings:
(1) Jews in the Forces and National Service.
(2) Needy Clergy and War Victims,
(3) Refugees—
(a) Continental Jewry; (b) In Britain.
(4) Internces. .
(5) Children.
(6) General religious problems.
('7) Reconstruction—
(a) War-time; (b) Post-war.
(8) Ovcrscas activities—
(a) British Empire and U.S.A.; (b) Palestine;
(c) Other countries.
(9) Finances. R




I.
JEWS IN THE FORCES. -

The Jewish Servicemen's Kosher Food Service administered by the
Council, with the co‘operation of the Senior Jewish Chaplain, has been
considerably extended during the past year.

The regular fortnightly service to orthodox Jews and Jewesses has
become more widely known and is thus able to cover the field of its
operation.  Civilian food restrictions have fade it difficult for families
to carc adequately for their members in the Forces, and they have,
therefore, to rely upon the facilitics organised by the Council. The
Service now covers Allied (including American), besides the British
Forces, both men and women.

The Passover Service, also administered by the Council, provides
many thousands serving with the Land and Air Forces, and a smaller
number in the Navy, with Matzos, Passover food, Haggadas, etc.,
during the Testival.  Countless letters of appreciation have been
received from soldicrs, airmen, sailors and Chaplains. The Council
has also participated in the provision of bouks and religious requisites,
e.g., Shofaroth, for the Forces.

Besides prayer books, Chumoshim and Machzorim, the Council
has assisted in the distribution of Jewish books through the Chief
Rabbi's Literature Fund. In all these activities the Council has
continued to_enjoy the support of both the War Office and the
Ministry of Food. In addition, the Council has been able to assist
individual scrvicemen in their various religious problems.

1L
NEEDY CLERGY AND WAR VICTIMS FUND.

In spite of modest beginnings, the Fund has been enabled to carry
on ite relief work for two years. Regular monthly grants are discreetly
made to a considerable number of religious leaders, mainly aged, whose
livelihood has been destroyed or impaired by war conditions. Others
who accumulated debts during the early part of the war, have been
helped with loans, enabling them to put their affairs in order. The
heavy expense of this essential charity is borne by the Council alone.
‘The present regulations of the Board of Guardians make it difficult for
any Rabbi or Minister to bencfit from their charity. The Federation
of Synagogues have becn unable to assist in our work of alleviating
want among the clergy, who cannot be expected to apply for public
relief. There has been a fair response to the Chicl Rabbi's appeal for
the Fund, and the Associations of Chazanim have assisted in the
Council's efforts to raise funds, but it is earnestly hoped that the public
will realise the moral claim which the Needy Clergy have upon the
community.

1.
REFUGEES.
(a) CONTINENTAL JEWRY.

The terrible plight of our brethren in Europe has naturally
engaged the attention of the Council. Efforts were and are still being
made to organisc some succour to the afllicted. The Chief Rabbi,
accompanicd by the Exccutive Director of the Council, interviewed the
then Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lord " Cranbourne, in
September.  Suggestions concerning the rescuing of children and the
emigration of certain groups of viclims were sympathetically received.
Some few visas have already been granted. Negotiations are continuing
with Colonel Oliver Stanley, which, it is hoped, will lead to a successful
conclusion.  Substantial grants have been made to refugees who have
been able to escape overseas. Recipients of the Council's assistance are
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in Palestine, Mauritius and Spain. The Council has also co-operated in
the organisation and administration;of the United Jewish Relief Fund
through which large sunis have been allocated for helping Polish angd
other refugees in Russia and the neighbouring countries. . l

The Chief Rabbi and the Exccutive Director interviewed the
Soviet  Ambassador, M. Maisky, on the plight of Polish Rabbis ani
Students who are refugees in Russia. The Ambassador has been able
to convey to the Chief Rabbi his Government’s decision to grant exit
permits for these refugees to proceed to Palestine. A number &f
fhmilies are being helped to establish new homes in Eretz Yisrcel in
this way. - .

The Chief Rabbi was with the delegation which interviewed the
Forcign Secrctary in December. It has fallen to Dr. Hertz, as the
Ecclesiastical Head of British Jewry, to lead the communities of the
Empire in_their protests and prayers on behalf of massacred Jewry.

The Day of Mourning and Fasting on December 13th, observed
by the whole of Anglo-Jewry, was a solemn declaration of spiritual
and political forcefulness.

(b) IN BRITAIN.

The Council has maintained its responsibilities in respect of
refugees guaranteed by the Council or transferred to its care by the
Central Committee for Refugees.” Mai e, welfare, h g and
employment have all been carried out satisfactorily. In view of the
difficulties of finding suitable occupation for the special class of refugees
under the. Council’s care, the placing of a considerable number of
Rabbis and teachers in suitable positions is gratifying, both because of
their ceasing to be on the maintenance lists, and because of their useful
work in various spheres of activity.

985 individual refugees of Polish, Russian, German and Austrian
origin were entirely dependent upon the Council. Of these 250 still
remain on -the maintenance list. Right welfare and religious centres
for refugees in London and the Provinces have been maintained with
the financial assistance of the Council. Individual appeals from various
sources, asking for general help in pressing cases have been dealt with,
employment obtained, hospitality arranged, accommodation provided,
ete. In most cases where religious requisites are needed by groups or
individuals, they turn to the Chief Rabbi's Religious Emergency Council,

and without exception, the demands have been reasonably fulfilled.< ’

The O.S.E. Kosher cantecn for refugces in North London has been
supported by the Council, which also takes a share in the management.
: 1V. -

INTERNEES.

The Executive Dircctor continues to represent the Chief Rabbi on
the Joint Committee on the Welfare of Internees and Prisgners of War.
A number of problems affecting Jewish internees both in the British
Isles and Overseas have been successfully deal with. The release of
approximately 40 students in Candda and.of a féw others in Australia
and Jamaica' was sponsored by the Council. The Com_mcnl has also
obtained the consent of the Home Office for the return t6 England and,
ultimate relcase of a large number of rcfugees under the care of or
known to the Council, who were interned in both Dominions, The
reduction of numbers in the camps on the Isle of Man made unnccessary
the continuance of Dr. Schonfeld's regular visits or the presence gf
a resident minister. Rev. S. Anckstein resigned from_ this post in
May 1942, after having carried out his difficult du.ti_cs with rcmarkable
devotion and success for nine months. Perjodic visits are now carried
out by our representative Rev. M. A. Jaffe, of Manchcs.ter.

A




Rev. A. Untermian also visited the camps on behalf of the Council.
There remain a number of difficult questions and cases, which can be
dealt with by such personal contact, and the Council is gratelul to
the Central Committee for Jewish Refugees for their consent to defray
half of the expenses involved in these wvisits. +Our Council has
maintained its responsibility for the first Jewish cemetery on  the
Ystand, which was consecrated in November 1940. Tombstones are
being erected there. -

- V.
CHILDREN. .
The Council has maintained its supervision of the refugee children
under its care. Those housed in the various hostels established by

local committees with the co-operation of the Council, have been-

satisfactorily looked after. Many of the children who remained with
the Jewish Secondary Schools have now started work. and the Council
has made every effort to find them suitable occupation and environment.
This has involved considerable individual attention and special
arrangements.  Both in this sphere and in the care of children placed
in private homes, the Council has co-operated with the Refugee
Children's Movement, and has also assisted the latter body
on the re-homing of isolated or otherwise unsuitably placed Jewish
children. The Council has co-operated in the establishment, and
administration of a number of hostels. The hostels which have, in one
way or another, turned to the Council for co-operation, include the
following localities: Clapton (girls and boys hostel) Shefford, Ely,
Staines, Nottingham, Cardiff, Nelson, Birmingham, Tylers Green, as
well as the Bachad groups.

The Council has been active in the formation of the Joint
Committee for the Religious Education and Welfare of Refugee
children. This Committce has now been establishéd under the authority
of the Central Council for Jewish Refugees and is presided over by
the Chief Rabbi. All interested bodies are co-operating in this

important task, and the Council's representative, Dr. Schonfeld, has -

joined the Executive and is actively participating in its work. In
addition to supporting the canteen at Shefford, the Council has
co-operated with the Chief Rabbi's Kosher Canteen Committee, which
administers feeding centres throughout the country and lately also in
London. Some support has also been given to the cducational activities
of the Beth Jacob, especially the Kindergartens established under their
auspices.

In the general sphere of Jewish Religious Education the Council
has continued to assist the Chief Rabbi in all his activitics, including
distribution of religious literature. The Council has co-operated, also,
with the National Council for Jewish Religious Education, which
functions under the chairmanship of the Chicf Rabbi.

VI
GENERAL RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS.

These have included Sabbath observance, Kashruth, Yeshivoth and
Talmud Torahs, etc. The Council is concerncd mainly with the
administrative side of these matters and has been able to assist
individuals and organisations both morally and financially whenever
they have been faced with difficulties in these matters.

On the request of the Ministry of Food, the Council undertook the
distribution of Lulovim and Esrogim for the whole country. Plans
have been made for the maximum of co-ordination combined with the
minimum of waste, especially of valuable shipping space. Arrangements
for preventing injury to previaps importers, both collective and

H

mgﬂdﬂ\ﬁl, Fave also been made. The United Synagogue, the

Pedgratipn. of Synagogues, the Union of Orthodox Hebrew
Congrcgatmns, the Keren Hatorah and the Mizrachi have been:invited
to nominate representatives on a Commission which should™ sipervise

cquitable distribution.

VI
RECONSTRUCTION.
(a) WAR-TIME. - . - !

The Council has maintained its policy of assisting in the
rebuilding of communal life and activity. Evacuation centres. have
been helped materially ‘and morally, new communitics and classes in
the suburbs have been assisted to overcome the initial period, and
essential religious and ritual institutions have been inaugurated with
the aid of the Council.

(b) PosT-WAR. -

It is obvious that the Chief Rabbinate will have no inconsiderable
share in recommendations aflecting post-war Jewish reconstruction, both
in Great Britain and in Europe. In the former, the question of
religious education will be in the forefront. On this matter the Chiel
Rabbi has recently conferred with the President of the Board of
Education, and proposals for improvements in this important sphere
are still under consideration. In the latter arca the problems will be
vast. In the first place, considcration was given to problems™ which
will arise immediately after the conclusion of a victorious Armistice.
Continental Jewry has been selected everywhere for much harsher
treatment than other populations, and will require special and speedy
succour. ‘They have been persecuted as a religious group no less than
as a racial entity, and their rehabilitation should take into account
the religious factors as well as the social aspects.

The Council has, therefore, established under the direction of the
Chief RabBi, a commission to study the religious problems which will
arise. A memorandum was presented to the Chief Rabbi and
representations werc made to the appropriate official departments.

With its experience in such matters and the personnel of refugee

leaders under its care, the Council should be able to contribute in no
small measure, towards the solution of post-war Jewish problems on the.

Continent. <

i VIIL
OVERSEAS ACTIVITIES. -
(a) BritisH EMPIRE aNp OVERSEAS.
T

he Council has continued to maintain its contacts with

communities throughout the Dominions and Colonics. Such contacts

have been directed not only with a view to obtaining support for the °

Council's extensive work, but also in order to assist -overscas

communities in solving some of the religious problems which the present ™

‘emergency thrusts upon them. Religious guides and teachers have been
recommended to isolated overseas communities. The Chief Rabbi's
messages and other religious literature have been forwarded to overseas
congregations. ¥

Both the American and Canadian Chapters of the Council, the

latter formed during the year urider review, have catried out important
tasks and have co-operated with the central offices in London. Internee
problems in Canada and Australia and Mauritius have received the
constant attention of the Council and its friends overseas. In both
Dominions the Council's representations have met with considerable
success. Many communities throughout the Empire have also co-
operated generously in the work of the Council. .

e

E

i

|

st




(b) PALESTINE AND OTHER COUNTRIES. T P

Refugee Rabbis in Eretz Yisroel have reccived support and
religious and welfare activities there have also been assisted by the
Council. Friends and supporters of the Council in Soath America,
Africa and elsewhere have rendered valuable help to the Council in its
various activities. : - :

IX.
PINANCES.

The annual budget of the Council remains at approximately
£20.000. The refugee work which is eligible for Government grant,
covers about one half of the total. The task of raising £10,000 per
annum js not a small one. Apart from Joint Appeals with other
refugee and relief organisations the various activities of the Council
have asked the Communities for special support. The Servicemen's
Kosher Food Service and the Needy Clergy Fund have received some
response to appeals issued by the Chief Rabbi, Dayan H. M. Lazarus,
the Senior Jewish Chaplain to the Forces, Dayan H. M. Gollop and
Mr. Oscar Philipp. The Council was also enabled to carry out some
essential religious emergency activities through the Jewish War-Fund
for Religious Reconstruction, placed at the disposal of the Chief Rabbi

by overseas communities. A general appeal for all the charities .

administered by the Council was issued over the signature of the Rt.
Hon. Lord Wedgwood of Barlaston. The response was encouraging.

A Charity Function in support of this Appeal was held at the
Stoll Theatre on 8th March and was successful in raising some funds
for thesc activities. In these ways, the Council was able to raise_during
1942 the monies required for the year's work. Help in the form of
donations and annual subscriptions to meet the nceds of the future will
be much appreciated. C

The Council is registered with the London County Council under
the War Charitics Act (1940) and audited accounts are available to
subscribers.

Excerpts from some of the letters of appreciation for
the Council's food arrangements for Jewish Servicemen,

U.S. aNp CANADIAN CHAPLAINS

|3 arious organisations helped us very much in our
tasks. To them, to the Chiel Rabhi's Religious Emergency Committee
- . . We proffer our thanks. . . .”

(2) * Enclosed please find a cheque for . a gift from the
Jewish Welfare Board of America to your committee as a token of its
appreciation and the appreciation of the Jews of America for the very
fine work which your committee is doing.  We are particularly grateful
for the splendid co-operation you have rendered in sending a certain
number of individual Passover parcels to American Jewish soldiers.
With my own personal thanks. . . "—Chaplain.

Fiouting FRANCE :

3) ... T would like to express all my gratitude to the various
organisations who helped me in these circumstances and particularly to
the Chief Rabbi’s Emergency Committee. . . .

Porisu Jewisit Forces :

4) *. . . The food, cooked and prepared, had been sent
specially from London; the entire expenses were defrayed by the grants
from the Polish Government and from the Chief Rabbi's Emergency
Fund. The first Seder, at which some 600 men were present. . . .
—Clasgow Jewish Echo, April 30, 1943.

CHARLAINS =

~ (%) " .. 1do want to thank you and your Council mojt *

sincerely for ail you did for the troops over Pesach. ~ The food probleih”

is not'getting any casier, yet you were able to give us everything fdr
which we asked.  Everything came in good order and in good timg,
and Jewish Service personnel who could not go on leave were enablel
to keep the Festival, as far as possible, even under Service conditions.
- .. The Council is doing a wonderful piece of work, and I feel that
this year more praise than ever is due to your efforts. . . "] W.
6) "I have received many expressions of thanks and apprecia-
tion for the very efficient way in which your Council were able to help
orthodox Jewish personnel in H.M. Forces in the celebration of the
recent Passover Festival. I would like to add my own personal thanks
for your ready help and co-operation in this and other matters aflfecting
the religious and spiritual welfare of our fellow co-religionists, which
collaboration is deeply appreciated.”—B.J.
CAPTAIN OF THE B

(7) “ May 1 take this opportunity of thanking you on behalf of
the Jewish personnel of this Company for the gifts and very kind help
which enabled the men to have a very nice Passover."—S.M.
CONGREGATIONS :

(8) *“Many thanks for kindly letting me have the mazzoth for
the soldiers stationed in around -"—P.5.

(9) ™ You will be glad to.know that our Canteen was a great
success. . . . The majority consisted of members of H.M. Forces.
There was also a good number of Americans and of Czech airmen. . . .
May I take this opportunity of expressing my sincere thanks_ to you and
your Committee for your great support which you have given us and
1 wish to assure you that I shall always be happ%-{t}(\’; co-operate with

you whenever thé occasion should arise. . . . —F

(10) "I wish to thank you for making it possible for us to accom-
modate all the troops who were sent to . We are very pleased
to say that our efforts were highly appreciated by the men concerned.
. . . Thanking you once again for your most welcome co-operation.

" Pesach” IN THE UnNITs:

e
(11) *. .. Now on behall of my Company . . . I have the

pleasure to express the best thanks for everything what you have done
.. We all appreciate your good work_which enabled us to keep
Passover despite being in the Army. It was anyhow a great relief for
me when Passover was over, a lot of work and rcspm‘l‘sxbllxt}n Bvery-
body was satisfied, not one complaint ‘was noted. . . ."—S§.S, .

(12) . . . I should like to xpress to you and :‘1“ tlgosh who
assist you so wholeheartedly, our sincere thanks, I df)nt think there
15 any need for me to say that without your very kind help all our

efforts to hold Pesach . . . would have failed entirely. No praise could-

be high enough to put into words the greatness of the work. . . : You
" gOO;] m‘{].d.l l.Ol; liked to teil you, that thanks to your help we had
a most marvellous Seder and everything was perfect. We had a lot
of extra guests though and still have theén {or the whole of the 8 days.

will, no doubt, be glad to know that everything arrived in time and-
—38

Mostly men from the R.AF.. . "—S§
U-St ﬁ?hi\‘(‘f .. I want to express my sincerc thanks and appreciation

A

for the Passover parcel which 1 have received. Scveral of the boys’

ici i i d the
have participated in helping me eat the Matzos; the sausages an
W?ne. P The;lr) were very glad to learn that such arraagements have been
S —JH, .

- made for the boys. . .




CANADIAN ARMY-: - [
(1s) *. . we shouted with joy and happiness whén the pést-
man came around and said we cach had a parcel from London and to
come and get it as it was too large for him to carry. . . . People like
-you make us feel like carrying on this struggle towards freedom of

humanity whereas otherwise" it would be the cause of us being dis- -

satisfied_and fed up with oucselves, as there is nothing like sitting down

Yomtov night with some matzos at the table, as it helps you remember -

how you did the same back home at the-* Seder ™ with your parents,
around the table. . : ."=S.C.

6) ... cant express in words how gratefil I am. Though
we are far from home, I'want to say on behalf of all the other Canadian
boys that we are being well taken care of. . . " AK.

(17) "I wish to convey my thanks to you . . . for the efforts
made of making the Passover *homey " to the troops visiting this
country. Your gift is greatly appreciated by all troops, and also hy
the people, who in these trying times, appreciate assistance in their
food problem when wanting to entertain troops. . . ."—B.R.

PorisH Forces :
(18) *“.. .1 am deeply moved with the attention you pay to us,

maybe the last remnants of what was once Polish-Jewry. I can hardly -
"—B.X.

express to you how grateful I am. . . .°—
R.EME.:

(19) . ... 1Itis really marvellous how you manage to overcome
all difficulties which an organisation like yours is bound to come up
against under present conditions, in order to keep us boys supplied with
Kosher food. However, I am sure that a great measure of thanks is
due to the members of your staff who managed—for more than two

years now!—to maintain a service so efficient and reliable that any
"—R.C.

Jewish organisation might well take it as an cxample. . . .
R.AS.C.: . i

(20) *...1Itis very encouraging to know Ht the religidus nceds
of Jewish serving men and women in H.M. Foles are beinlg " so well
cared for by your Society and can assure you ityls greatly appreciated
by all."—].W.B. m o=

(21) " Many thanks indeed for your spleA&@d parcel-q\‘gxicl I re-
ceived. . . . I cannot say how surprised and pleased I?«as—.\,&\cn 1
saw the contents. Perhaps you can imagine my\ﬁlings a'i,] ana long
way from my home. . .. It is a marvellous thing you g,rcgofn"g for
us Jewish soldiers, and I think I can truthfully say that g7 <deeply
appreciate it. . . ."—S.R. R

2} ... sincerely thanking your Council for their kingness and
generosity in sending me the parcel of matzosOtvine . . . 8% Pesach.
When I read the report of the most excellent_work you@vc done
- .. (and 1 know too of the splendid work yol¥hre doing year) 1

know that those who control your organisation Will receive &hie reward -
H.S.W. .

that is due to them. .. ."—H. -
R.AFR.: .

(23) * This is to thank you for the nice parcel with Pesach food
you have sent me. It helped us to celebrate the Seder in the way we
were used to at home, and hope soon to be able to cclebrate again.
.o —VER

(24) *. .. thank you very much for your most welcome parcel
... I am very glad to know that your institution is interested in all
the Jews in the Forces, I myself came from Argentine."—A.S.

P.C.:

: ~ ) )
(25) “... Words alone cannot express my feeling to have received
this parcel at a time, when it is not possible for us t?{cﬁebrate the Pass-

over festival with my wife and daughter. . . ."—B.
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