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~RTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

.PEr.: 

J 
:.l:WW:.:J:.:Y 

OUTGOING 
TELEGRAI'V[~ 

DIVISION OF 
-:ENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

tUt~--~ )2--£ . /;/rl' 
PLAin v. (C) '/-(!."'' '-z;f""y 
~priJ. 28» 1945 

1 '750 ~ 'l1m:nty:~~:ichth 
~ . ~- . . . 

l'lec.ae deUve;r the folloN:I.ne; m!;lesc.ge to Joseph 
I I , 
Sr:h.H[ rtz fl'Om 't!o Ao LeP.Vi tt ot' ll.rneric&n Jeuieh Joint 

0.1stribution Comt~!i ttee tlJ>ough U~r Hefw.:ee l~oc,rd: 
. / 

<)..iOi'i: Approve tentrttive grent fivothousv.nd pounds 

sterlint; for cloth:l.ne Ik,_uritius internees pendinc udvice 

pc>rticip:.:t:l.on douth J>fl'iC~<n .::~ypthn comr.runi ties t·.;h1cb 

underek.nd Hill cover mnJor portion costso UL~UO'l'E 

-
~; RU :II::.v :J.lll 
4/28/46 

' -·---. ...i...---·"'-·~ 

Gl1EW 
(Act inc;) 

(CHU) 



-~ 

.,(, 
Please deliver tb& follo'lflJlg mea~ to Joseph Schmtnz fi'Om · 

M. A. I,ea.v1tt o£ Ameri.aan Jewieh Joint .m.atl"i~tion Oommitteec 
~i'> APPROVE l'lim'N.rlVB GRAN'r llVllli'I'«)USAN.t> fWNliS . SUBLUW 
klJR awl'HlliG ldAJinl'l'lUS UT~ P.iBDIIm ADVlOE PmiOIPA­
'i'lOJ sotft'W.ltlG.M Efmi'i'W OOlM!NlTlES i'fHIOR UNilJllRSfAWl.'l WliJ. 
OOVER MAJOR l"'R'ftON COSTS. ~E . 

10:20 a.m. 
April 2h, 1945 

ktiss Chauncey (for the Sec 1 y), Cohn, Dui:lois, Gaston, Eodel, ~futchison ,:.:cCormack, 
0 1Dwjer, Files. 

l 
1 

-
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- 2. Cable to Joseph Schwartz, Par~ 
~--

APPROVE TENTATIVE GRANT FIYETHOUSAND POUNDS STERLING FOR CL'OTHING MAURI~VS, 

INTERNEES PENDING ADVICE PARTICIPATION SOUTHAFRICAN EGYPTIAN COMMUNITIES 

WHICH UNDERSTAND WILL COVER MAJOR PORTION COSTS 

M A IEAVITT 
J D C 

.. o::·.---

!' 

-I 



---· 

Apr1ll4, 194? 

Dear Mr. Leavi tts 

The following Jlllle&age t9r you from Joseph So!ntartz 
waa received tbJ'OUgh the United 8tfitee Lege:tion in Cairo 
under date of aprillO, 19451 

"Persons now interned f!laur1t1ue. expected depart 
tor Palestine near fUture. PalE:stine Govel'mlleDt 
provid1Jig transportation. Governor Mauri tf.ue has 
informed High Commleaioner Palestine that about 
850 people inclUd!Dg 320 ~ 400 women 73 'ohUdren 
and 54 infanta will need clothiDg urgently. Re has 
suggested that upon their arrival iD Port Sliid it 
be d1etr1'bllted to them. Mird.l'lllllll amount required 
for tbie pUrpose 4 to 5 thQusand poullde sterling 
which we are pa~teeipg IBT re~etf.Dg South 
Africa and ES1J)t18n cOilllllird.tiee •te which 1187 
lessen our participation · aubetanytall¥. Passman 
continuing with plana and will~ you 1Dt01'1118d. 
_(~·" . 

Very truly :vours, 

Florence Hodel 
AealetaDt ExeCIIliiw Director 

Mr. M. A. Lellv.f.tt, BeCtretary, 
AmeriCan Jewillh Joint Distribution 

Committee, 
2'10 ~dieon Avenue, 
New Yozk 16, Hew York. 

fill/ 
RBllutobieona 4/14/45 

I 
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..J.t::~ARTMENT 
'oF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
TEiufEl~AM 

DiV\SitlN\J£,o~ 

DIVISION OF 
t.,;ENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH_-SECTlOJ 

j} # ... () . '<~{! ' - ,.._, 
,/ 

/' ..--tr--; t , t. (..Av\-.....-

cal\lV.L ~.\'.11'•1 1 GES 
I 

9C!il§lro MB-442 D'"' {.'::• \2 fJH: 
This telegram mJs't' 'be' -
paraphrased before being 
communicated to.· a_ n_·_y.one~c)L 
other than a Governmen '>\sOH 
agency. (lli'iT!;Iit~L 1\ 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

871, April 10, 12 a.m. 

(JV~ ] 
10, 1945 (" Dated April 

Hec 1 d 11:57 a.m., 11th 

X 

F~R MO::OES 
4
LEVITT JchNT DISTRIBUTION COl-!~HTTEE 

/ 
FROM JOBEPH SCHlrlARTZ 

I 
Group now interned Mauritius expected leave for 

Palestine within near future. Transportation being 

provided by Palestine Government. Governor Mauritius 

has advieed High Commiesioner Palestine that approximately 

850 persons.including 320 men 400 women 73 children 

and 54 infante will require clothing urgently and has 

suggested that it be dietributed to them upon their 

arrival Port Said. Amount required this purpose minimum 

4 to 5 thousand pounds sterling which we guaranteeing 

BMT asking South Africfl and Egyptian communities shR/e 

which may reduce our participS~tion eubstpntially. -PassmAn 

proceeding with arrang~ments and will keep you fully 

advised. 

TUCK 

EDA 

I 

., ' 



fug~es Reach'HaJta 
AfteFS-Year Delay 
By the Associated Pres8, 

HAIFA,. Aug. 27.-A group of 
1,300 _ Jewish refugees, wl\.o · were 
aboard the ~feamer Patria when it 
exploded mysteriously in Haifa. 
Harbor in 1940, fiiially landed ·here 
yeste,~;day_, after -alilr~st five Y~rs of 
internment on· the British Island of 
Mauritius in ·the Ind!o.n pcean. 

Fleeing frO~ N~zi p~rs_eCil,tio~ in 
Central European i:olllitrles; the 
.refugees were ref~ed · .permiss.lon 
to land in Palestine because. they 

-· had no pas_spott{:;; _ : 
·, The explosion,-_; which occ~ed 
1 November '25, ·1g4,0,, \vh!le the ref· 

ugees ~ere- await~g transportation. ~;:-"'" 
, 530 _miles '• · :· 

, reSulted in ·at 
~}deB.ths and 190 m 

I 
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--~~~~;;t~e·l' 
• The Bd_!lsh Embassy is:'lted the 
' following 'iitatement Yesterday: . , 
- In answer to . qu~s!ions in the' 

lfouse of -Commons -on_ FebrUary 
· 21, the Colonial . Secretary, .Col.. 

I Oliver St·a. n ley,-. a nnou_ nce_d- that- _iti 

I 
had been decided to admit to Pales-/ 

I t_ine the Jewish. r __ eru_ g_ees •_t pres. ent/ 
located in Mauritius. Colonel Stan-, 

· i ley said that this. would be done/. 
/,· as_ soon as the necessary. arrange-[ 

1 
ments could be made. He could,' 

II. h ow• ever~ giv.e · no.· .. e~.a·c.t . df:J.te~- ·a·sl' there Were fornii~sp-orta-

1 
~iculties ·and. some delay 
Would be inevitable, 
~---.,..__---~--;-o·---

··._; 
,· 

I 
I 
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SUB.TEC'l': 

'l'BB QORABIB 

SIR: 

THE ~.:ORR'l'ill!Y Ol' Sl'ATB0 · 

\VABll~GT<II. 

· I have the h011or to rater to thO Doplll'tment 's telegram to 
this orttoe. !!o. e 4fttud ~roh 60 6 Pomo 9 i944

0 
an« this ot1'1oo's 

Nply~ telegram l!oo 9 datod l!a:~:eh 20 0 12 noor1• 1944 e11d .ilrl dea­
patoh Nou 144 dated ll.pr1l 1~0 1944 on the above subjeot. 

On Ua.roh 8 9 1944 ·I ~~~rote the Colonial Seoretary
0 

Port I4u1s. .,) 
Ue.ur1tlua0 oopy of' mloh is anolOsedo . I hava today :reno1ved a J/l·"V 
reply0 oopy or trA11ch 1s 11komso enolosedo . 'l'he Interllll Report .,.;.t~ 
1!1!1Dt10Jlod 1n tho Colon1al. StturetSry0 a letter 1& eleo en~~oaed • ........-

I 8111 taking. \'bat stops I oen to oheok ·up 011 the oorl'eoto 
ness or this roport0 end as soon as I can secure fUrther 1nfoDnat1on

0 I sh8l.l.8 or oouraet l'OJ?Ol't it to the Da~rtraanto 

Enolosuret 

RespGCtfully ~so 
. /. 

J 
:m. Tal. bot lll11t It 
Amm-ioan · Consul 

Copy of lettar tO Colontal Sooretar:ro 
Copy ot lottor frQJll Colonial 3ool'etary

9 In tor1111 R11po rto. 

File tlo., !'ISO. 
!!IS/np •. 
Or1s1Jial and . . . . . 
H90tosi'aph to l>OPJ\t'tmallt oi' Statoo 
copy . tor. BUJ'Ol'V1a1.nr. · Oonilulnta <laflllral.; 
Copy fOl' ~GJI81'1nlf01':1'lclti~, : ' ·· · 

,~/ . ·. . .. 



320 COPY: 

'lllE FOJmiON SlilWIClf 

OF 'l'IIE 

llliTED sTATlga OF Jllt~IIOA 

.1\NJffiiOJ\1! OOll&JI.h'i.'E 

Post. Of'f'1oe Box· 1541, Durban. SOuth Ai'1'1oao . 
l&aroh· 8 0 1944o 

Colonial seoretar,-11 ;t; 
'l'he s~tarlnt 0 

Port I.ou:!.s, Uaurlt;1us., 

Slr: 
--1 

I llaY0 the hono:o to :J>eport that I have been askell to aeoerta1Jl 
the number of re~ees now on th.~t Islwld oj:' Ua\lr1Uus0 8ll4 I 
woul<'l thoreforo ~tly appreciate 1t .. if ygu wouJ.4 toll me how 
llll!lllY there ar-e and lltteuoe they IJI!JllS end mut purcentage at' them 
are Ze'llisho 

Anything eoot you ll!JlY add 1n re~ to the Reneral oond1t1ons 
Jll'&w111118 in the Htugee oampa will be appreoiatedo- lfas there 
bes any unueool pr81fe.lenoe tit disuaae Q1' malnutrition? Azl.d U 
there ere FJAY apeoial needs Vlil.it!h. we cou14 reliovo I should be . 
very glad to have. your rejlort, as there are various orgen11!lat1ons 
1n the United States that llllght be able and willinG to assist 
you in aupplying ·wob noedeo 

'l'hanklng You .ln adwnoe for whatever 1nfomat1on you 111111 see 
r1t to give me 0 I am;, 

\ 

( SltPlod) E. 'l'i\LilO'l' OO'l'II 

Ro Talbot SIIUh 
.Amitr1oan Consul 

n· 

1 

; l 

_i 

li 
i 
l 
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• • 
COl'!'& 

PO'RT LOUIS. 

24th A¢1& 'l944o 

I am .ureoted to noknovil_ed8!i the ;reueipt ot :VOUJ.' latter 
No.; ~0 ot the 8th Uilrch0 19M9 and to for¥i&rd herew1th a 
pr1nta4 oo y of the latest re~n or a Area OOII!!l!l\IIdal!h 
:J'ewish Deta '" C&mPD which contains the :l.nf'orua:t1on asked 
for ubout the J'ewish roi'ugeea detained 1n Ueur1t1uso 

8p I tllll to express this Govcl'ZllllMt's II.J>preo1at1on of the 
offer of a-.s.istanoo me.do 1n your leiitOl' aild to tntorm you that 
as tho dotatnues nra woll oared for it 1s not propoetJd at present 
to take advantngo of your offero 

X am0 51~, 
Your obedient B$rv&nt0 

? 

OolonW Sooretary 

The Amar1oan Conuul0 

Amor1oen 0oDoulato9 
P.O. Bo:t 1541, Durban 0 . 

Bonth i\frioa., 

.. -.·.· 

I­

I 
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.,_, . • • . . . ... · V" _,.._. TO @B:r&lY mg.t. 
~i 

. _ _ ~· "the 'l'ft'UO• ot_ _ til• Wq Be(~_Boar4, thfl'e 
hae been 41~1.-1 to· 0111' atte~,J .. UfOJ.l IIUD .. l'OUI. OCC~tl•u•- -.._t widoupl"jt~ ~Jatte~ns Q.illt~ UIOliS r.efuaeei!Jt ~J' _ Je.,. 
1eh, on the lel.tu:ul.tlf lle.IU'itiqs in t~e Illclhn OCie&lll•. ln the 
P"t tw ••eke w~ haTe rece1.,-ff! ~ f1lFCrle on tbe aubJ .... 
The tiret cp~e4 t~f l'eo~tcb ac.. 14)11 o.t' lfarcll 71 1'44• 
from tho El!lll!ls&y at-toll4on. ell•~o,Jas e l~ter co-.-or ... g a ~­
ran4Ulll t~m Sir Herbert. Einereo•; G.C.I..E ... Jt•c.,s .. x •• c.B.E•• 
Direlf<UI)rOf the Illtergo-t.tljllltnhl16QIJiidttee on llefugees, a,e well 

· ai!l a. copi ot $ record ot. Parl:i.n\$17. lleb&tea :ia 'the House ol 
Oollllllou on J'ebruai'f 23, 1~4. Tbe eecond report was conlUnecl 
itdele&i'ua Bo. '• ot Harcli to. trom tba State Department i'e.P"' 
reeemat1~e ._,. ~. Taken to~eihl!l'l these r.potta ldloa'tt. 
a eit,.Uo• 1D "'hi•h then ia Tddeepread euttertng ~oh -. -
lllllJ be iD a pOIIitloD to allm~t.t•• . 

\ 
· As I Uil4eretan4 it, "i"' J.!lte ~~4Q; 16n ,;Jmsh retugoe' · 

attemptecl :lUe~lf to mer hlt•Une,. 'l~J ~4 _not P~ll~!lles a 
quota or a cel'tf.tii:ate., ud eho~.U.tdter •oY.fliljl!tlr "'' ~;~, t~e "" 
British a\ltl!,odtiee at hle!ltiil,il>tl•po,.ed the~' to tile lsl.arad ot 
Uauritiu., 111here th,y Jut.•• baea:i Uiter•$d tor -~.-e tli$b tbr• 
rears. At the pjoe4,nt time 1 ~ltYe: tb"ere are :la tli. neighbor.. 
hood of 1400 to l$00 ot _ thU. i · · 

The .-epott ot th$lr co~dii~;n, baee4 upoa,aa 1uveat1~ 
gat:lon lut!ateil liJ a tor.Q.p eon:t.oe·pfficer at Dui'~ at our 
request, i,~dicat.- tbat t~•e: retugee• ate held ia a detention 
camp ct.t Be.ubae:la,. A'boll\ 601) .:,t ~Ji~ t~.re. tt'Qm Oaecilolill~• 
aa4 the balance lrOill Auni'U, Co~, Pollu14, Rus&ia tm4 H~rJ• 

rt 1111111 reported tha.t -.lautdtit~ ie ~enel'$1, e~ce 
Uaui'I.Uua ie UDable to lll(let 4em~.i;,!l 9t .theiJ.e t&~$t~se-. Thiuce ai'e 
a mllill!er ot ••»•~t Jll!)tht~ .. 8u,tt,r:l~ from l!l.ok. ot ":\t~rut· 
0b114ren .... 1l* Wrt poot .heliil~b ~4 ·~re 18 \)iUS&lii-.~1>,19 en 
trouble whiCh le tb• tea~alt ot l~O.fl· of moutis~•-• llil!U'ill and 

I 

~t: ,,... 
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heart .deliease are prevalent. ManY of the refugees, accustomed 
to oolder.ol;l.mates, are seriously atfeoted by tropical ciqndi• 
tions. While under normal oircumeilanoes i'lunight l)s possible 
for the. refugees tp supple!,lient their daily rations by local 
purchases,· high prices ce>mbinlld with the facts that they are 
not allowed to lell~tdhe lbt4i'Jllll&nt camp ~d are granted an 
allowance of. but 4*'sbillings and 6 . penpe per. month make this 
very difficult. ·· " 

It seems to me that something ought to be done to 
relieve the sutfering which exists • In 'fihis connection the 
following poesibilities.bave occUrred to me• · 

1) Gl'&nting of approprie:t;o visa/ or entq, permits which 
would authorbe such of thsee refugeee wllo are satisfactory \apon ,., 
so curl ti grounds to ·enter the · Utii ted Stabs • 

2)· Approaching ~~with a view to its supplying the 
necessary food and medicine which would alleviate the condition 
of. the refugees. In this ooJIJleotiont · I understand that the prin• 
clple requirements consist of dried illilk, dell:rdrated yegetablea. 
fruit, clothes, and medicines tor malai'ia and heart ailinents, 

3) Approaching the British authOrities with a vi~w to 
their·takirig.some stepa to relieve the conditions ot these refu• 
geea. 

5ir Herbert ~arson has indlo~ted that he proposes to 
consult the British authorities to ase~ettain whether the pree• 
ent procedure for interlll!lent cannot be/relaxed in such a manner 
as to fa.oilttate the enti'J ot thee~ t:e'fugeee into the United · 
States~ As you may p.th:er, h~ teeie (quite stronglJ th!J:t we 
might be in a position to permit: the1.r entrY• 

I should nry muob a:ppreoiate reoei~ng your vlea as 
to wh!J:t may be done 'to al);!tYiate •t •PPeare to me to be unneo• 
esaary euft,ring on the part of these unfortunates •. 

J 



t Mr J. B. Frledmp 

&Joseph H. MIU"phy 

I -{ 

Ret Refugees on Maur1tiu 

In view of the rather sad condition ot the eome l$00 
i. f 

I - . . . . 
Jewish refugees in detePt1on aampa at Beaubaain, Mauritius, 

eviden._d by Ho. ' ot 1!arch 20, 1944, from Durban, i't. ae8l!IG 

·to me we should raise the matte:r with mubiA. It wo\1111 appev 

to be the moat likely agency to handle thie probl•• which 

se~ purely one ot relief at thiu time. 

I have attached a proposed memorandum to Governor 

Le~, a copy ot Which might be e~mt to the Jldtlell, tor their 

i11tormat1on. 

llaroh 21, 1944 

. ...... 



GhR-14 
'lhis tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovEri~Ent 
;,gmcy. (BR) -

SEcrEtary of statE 

-.,:ashington 

9, H::~rch 20, noon 
X 

Durban 

DatEd March 20, 1944 

Re:c'd l p.m. 

~'lith rEfErEnce: to your Noo 8, March 6, 6 porno, 

nccording to information obtninEd from JEwish boGrd 

of dEputiEs thErE arE 1500 JEwish rEfugEES in dEtEntion 

camp at BEau basin, iv!auri tius, 600 from CzEchoslovc.kia 

rEst from ;,ustria, GErmnny, poland, Russia and Hungary. 

~£alnutrition is gEnErnl as Mauritius is unnblE to 

mEEt dEmands, 50 EXpEctant mothe:rs suffEr fran lack of 

vitamins. ChildrEn in poor hEalth and considEl'ablE EyE 

troublE bEcausE of malnutrition, ·soraE malarin and hEart 

disEasE. REfugEES from cold climatE affEctEd by tropical 

conditions • 

REfugEES not allowEd to lEaVE camp. Dnily-rntions 

Hlight bE supplEmEntEd by purchasEs from C]1inesE shop but 

pricEs high and allowancE cf four shillings· ::mci six pEnGE 

pEr month (rEpEat pEr month) limits purchasEs• 

HEquirEmEnts driEd milk de:hydratEd vEgEtablEs and 

fruit and mEdicinEs for m:::laria and he: art niL:lEnts • 

ClothEs badly nEEdEd~ --
SlliiTH 

'NSB 

-~ 

\ 

- _j 
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IJ'.nOJ.031ll'OS! .• r ... ···.-. _.·. 
1/ oop;y of: letto:r of ~a:t•¢h 4i 1941+- < : . · 

fl:'ooi n.-w. Eme1·ao1i, DiractW o~" : .. :·/~·­
the llitel'governnientul Oqimlii:jit(l~-. em,:,_. 
ra.tugei!ls to lhtoknal:i. ··· · ·_. · ,: ·,: : ... · , . 

2/ Copy o:t' !l!emm·andt)m bY H• W. ~e!t'iJon .· 
regarding re:t'ugeoa who wi.ll~ 'lio · · 
omigrate ·l;o thl!)' '!Tnited Sta·!iao'o <··' 

3/ Copy of' ·:~,>aoox>d of Par~an:tai'¥ · . :··:,. 
D0butcsp Uous111 ot Cornraoria~: l!'cbl'Jliui 23p · 
1944, Oolh. Si9~$20~. . . . .. · . ' 

CO/PB 
.· , . 

oct Ohaunooyp Abrt\b:wurwn, 
Gnaton, Hodel, 
~ollttk, RA:1Jio ~ 



, M:i.* o, :l:i:W,"t)' ,a .~]~1/~J.Dtli 
llVl!lh'Jl' ·hU\'01 t-llNiid,v· j o~.2).~1C1 .. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

TO Mr. Friedman 

FROM I J. H. z,w.phy 

Re Jewish~ Refugeefil" on the 
Island of Maurttiusv 

Date 
February 26, 19~ 

In late 194o, 1659 Jewish refugees attempted illegall~ 
to enter Palestine. They did not possess a ~ota or a certifi­
cate. Shortly after 25 November 194Q British authorities at 
Palestine• deported them to the Island of.iMauritiue, in the 
Indian Ocean, where they have been ever since. ' 

This deportation aroused considerable critisoism in 
Palestine which gave rise to a protest strike, as well as 
arousing condemnation in the United States and Great Britain. 
This was part:ioularly wide spre!ld because on 25 November 19lio, 
a group of 1771 refugees who had il~~ly entered Palestine 
were assembled on board the ship .,B.'tli~ll"preparatory to being 
deported to the Island of' Mauritius.· This Ship exploded in 
Haifa Harbor, most of the passengers being rescued, but 241 mis­
sing. The explosion was reported to have been caused by extreme 
nationalists who protested the policy of deportill8 Jews from 
their homeland (American Jewish Year :Book, Volume 43, 1911-1-42, 
page 284) · 

In the follotring year distressing reports/~onoerning the 
plight of these refugees were received. On Sep~ember 18, 1941, 
it was reported that typhoid and malaria were v:ery prevalent and 
on January 21, 1942, it was .officially stated in the House of 
Commons that 521 of these refugees had died of contagious deseases. 
(American Jewish Year :Book, Volume ~.~ 1942-43, page!if98) .!low­
ever, it was also said that the refu&ee group had shown ~oneidsr­
able initiative, oonstructill8 a workshop, etc., and that a number 
of them had returned to Palestine as volunteers in the Free Oseoh 
Arrtrf. ( IDEMr Americian Jewish Year :Book, Volume 44, 1942-43, p!i&e 
278) 

:By 19~ it was reported that there are about 1500 of this -
group of Jewish Refugees left on the :Island of Mauritius, plus·· 

·approximately 1.000 Jewish refugees from Greece. (American Jewish 

lr~··. tv ') 

I 

+J 

j 
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Yearr:Book, Volume 45, 1943-441 pp. 357-358, and p. 221) The accounts of suffering and disease among the refugees on Mauritius may also apply to this group of Greek refugees as well as the refugees, probably Czech, who had been deported from faleetine. However, the sources examined seemed toool};f'ine themselves to the suffering of the deported group; The mout~recent report was con­tained in the item of the J.T.A. NEWS , of January 2~',. 1944, based upon a release of the American Zionist Emergency Oulcil, This re- > lease, pointed out that approximately 1o% of the refugees were suffer­ing from malaria or malnutrition. The men were reported as living in a. prison while the women and children occupied barracks, family life having been abandoned. 

Be that as it may however, the American Chapter 'of the Relig­ious Emergency Council, writing to the War Refugee Board on 31 Jan~ ary 1944, on behalf of the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain asked us to rescue Jewish scholars and rabbis from Europe, pointing out that it had obtained 20 visas for them to go to the Island of Mauritius. Apparently the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain has some contact with internee problems on Mauritius. (Chief Rabbi's Religious Emerfeney Council Report of Activities for year ending December 31, 1942 What seems particularly to embitter Jewish circles and consequently to focus attention upon the plight of the deported refugees is the fact that such persons were once in Palestine, ~sit illegally, and then were deported to Mauritius. (See undated and unsigned memoran­dum entitled "Memorandum--About the Immigration of Alien Jews from Italy" in WRl! files.) 

It occurs to me that the most feasible method of approach is to endeavor to get some reliable information about refugees and their surroundings on the Island of Mauritius. The living conditions upon the Island may not be the same :for all refugees, and the deported refugees may be subject to more severe treatment than the Greek refu­gees. It may be possible that living conditions cOUld be improved, 

Accordingly I am attaching a proposed cable to the consular agent nearest the Island of Mauritius, since we have no representa­tive nor is it in any consular district. I understand that it can be covered in this fashion, however. 

f4/ 
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fEB 21 1944 

Dear Mt>. BchOllfelda 

Reo~ipt is acknowledged of your 1ette~ of ~anuary )1, 
19441 concerning . the rescue. ot certain Jow,l.sh scholars and 
Rabbis friM!I enemy...oocupiad. tel'rttory. 

I am sure you will understand that the task of . the 
War Refugee ~d 1a·ao great that, ot necessity, it cannot 
deal mth problema lim1ted to seeking out and resoiU,.Dg &peoi.fio 
individual&. we shall, of course, do eventhing 1rl our power 
to rel!oue and save the Victims of en6107 opp:reea1on who are in 
imminent danger of death. 

Your offer to ba of assistance to the Board is 
appreciated. · 

rlr. Uossa Schonfeld, 
Han. secretary, 
American Ohapter Rel1g1ol!B 
~~-

55 Leonard Street, 
Jfn York, N. Y. 

li'Hodelahd 2/19/li4 

Very tl'Uly yours, 

<q~ ..,Ail\ ;r" W, Peblfl 

J. w. Pehle 
Acting Baeoutive Director 

--t. 

fu \ 
t 



l 

55 LEONARD STREET 
Telepllo11e: WORTH 4'8818 

SPONSORS 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

CoLONEL RT. HoH. J_oao 'VE.oowooo, Dx. LEo JuNO, Mas. ALEXAKDn. LAWPOR.T 
of Barlaston Professor, Yeshh·a Co~Iege 

THE VERY REV. Dil. J, H. HP.II.TZ, 
Chief Rabbi of the British Empire 

U.S. JuDGE, HoK. JuLIAN W. MAC~, 
Vice President,_Zionist Organization 
of America 

Dll; ALEXANDER -MARX, 

Professor, )ewish Theological 
Semiriaty of America 

j 

HARRY __ \V. GOLDING, 

Presi~ent, Rabbi jacob Joseph ~cboo~ 
MosEs ScHONFELD, 

DR. DAVID DE SOLA PooL, 
Chairman, Committee on Reli8"iou!!l 
Activities of the Army & Navy DepL 
of the Jewish Welfare Board 

A~li.AHAM CAHAN, 

~itor, The Jewish Daily Forward 

RABBI H£JI.BEltT S.--GOLDSTiiN, 

Honorary President, Union of 
OrthOdox Jewish Congregation!!. 
Of America 

Ameri~?-n Representative, Religious 
Emeriency Council 

Tai R~BBINicAL- c~-tJ._NCIL OF ~liERlCA 
NATIONAL COUNCIL, YOUNG ISRAEL 

LEON GELLMAN, .Dlt. STEPHEN S. WISE, 
HARRY SCHNEIDXRUAH, MAX ZAalTSKY, 

President, American Jewish Congress 
Editor, The American Jewish Year 
Book 

Presiderit, United Hatters, Cap and 
Milliner-y Workers ln(~tional_ Union 

President, Mizrachi Organisation of 
America -

ARTHUR I. LEVINE 
HARRY \V, GOLDING 

I oint Treamrers 

MOSES SCHONFElD 
Ho11. Secretary 

January 31, 1944 

Chairman of War Refugees BoaJ:d 
\faahingt on 
D. C. 

Dear lli'r't · 
I 

Xhe poasibilities,of rescuing additional Rabbis and their 
families. from enemy"'occupied terri to:!!iea might not prove as 
dif:fieult as the attempt to save ot~ers not in this eceleaiastieal· 
c:a~egory. · 

We.are therefore bringing to your attention in the hppe 

.-. 

Read "THB MARK OF 'I'HB SWASTIKA" 
Entire proceeds go to help continue the urgent war relief work of the BD!'¢?8:ericy ~ cOunclJ:· .. 

... 101)1 l . 

.... - ... -·· ·--··----·---------·----·--'-.. ---~.:...,_~~'--'"'--"-"-'""-"'~""""'·"'-'-";;....; 
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Telephone­
STAmrard Hill 1971. Chief 
Religious 

Rabbi"s 
Emet•geney 

' Registered under the 
War ChariEies Act. 1940. 

tAtun ell 

Chmrnum: 
The Chief Rabbi of the British Empire, 

Th• Vc,y Rev. D,. ]. H. HERTZ. C. H. 
Hon. Tr·casure1·s : 

Relief Fullds-
OSCAR PHILIPP, Esq. 
JULIUS FELSENSTEIN, Esq. 

Rcconstrucliou Funds- Secretary : Mr. HENRY PELS, 
Col. Sir PHILIP CARLEBACH, C.M.G. 
Rabbi H. S\\.'IFT. 

Nuch· Clergy & Wm: f!iclims Fund­
Rabbi H. FERBER, 

86, AMHURST PARK, 

Executive: LONDON, N.16. 
Dayan H. M. LAZARUS. M.A. 
Rabbi Dr. S. SCHONFELD, (Exec. Dir./ 

REPORT OF AC'l'IVI'l'IES 
For the year ending 31st December, 1942. 

The C_ouncil has maintained its activities as an agency of the 
Chief Rabbi in tackling practi~al pioblems affecting religious Jewish 
life, arising in the present emerkency. 

The work has thus continued to _involve representations to many 
Government Departments and other- authorities. Thes~- include the 
Home Office, the Ministries of Health, Food, Agricultur_e, LaJ:mur and 
National Service, the Board of Education, the War Office, Colonial 
Office, and Foreign Office; the B.B.C. and the representatives in 
London of the United Nations, Czechoslovakia, Poland' and the Soviet 
Government. . 

The Council takes- this opportunity of expressing to its Chairman, 
The Very Reverend, The Chief Rabbi, Dr. J. H. Hertz, its heartiest 
congratulations upon his 70th Birthday. It wishes both the Anniver· 
sary Volume of Studies and the Hertz Forest, commemorating the 
event, every success. The recen~ honour conferred upon Dr. Hertz 
by H.M. the King, is ari· auspicious event for the entire community. 
The Chief Rabbi's appointment to the Companionate of Honour is a 
well·deserved mark of his eminence as leader and- scholar. 

The activities dealt with fall under the following headings: 
( 1) Jews in the Forces and National Service. 
(2) Needy Clergy and War Victims. 
( 3) Refugees-

(a) Continental Jewry; (b) In Britain. 
( 4) Internees. 
( 5) Children. 
( 6) General religious problems. 
( 7) Reconstruction-

( a) War-time; (b) Post·war. 
( 8) Overseas activities-

( a) British Empire and U.S.A.; (b) Palestine; 
(c) Other countries. 

(9) Finances. 

.-
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I. 
jEWS IN THE FORCES. 

The Jcv,•ish Servicemen's Kosher Food Service administered by the 
Council, with the co;opcration of the Senior Jewish Chaplain, has been 
considerably extended during the past year. 

The regular fortnightly service to orthodox Jews and Jcwesses has 
become more widely known and is thus _able to cover the field of its 
operation. Civilian food restrictions have, inadc it difficult for families 
to care adcguatdy for their member.~ in the Forces, and they have. 
thcrrforc. to rely upon the facilities organised by the CounciL The 
Service now covers Allied (including American), besides the British 
Forces, both men and women. 

The Passover Service, also administered by the Council, provides 
many thousands serving with the Land and Air Forces and a smaiier 
nu~ber in the ~avy, with Mat:z;os~ Passover food, Haggadas, etc., 
dunng the Festival. Countless letters of appreciation have been 
received from soldiers, airmen, sailors and Chaplains. The Council 
has also participated in the provision of boob and religious requisites. 
e.g., Shofaroth, for the Forces. 

Besides prayer books, Chumoshim and Mach:z;orim, the Council 
has ~~llistc? in the distribution of Jewi~h books through the Chief 
Rabbi s Literature Fund. In all these activities the Council has 
continued to enjoy the support of both the War Oflice and the 
Ministry of Food. In addition, the Council has been able to aSsist 
individual servicemen in their various religious problems. 

II. 
NEEDY CLERGY AND WAR VICTIMS FUND. 

_ In spite of modest beginnings, the Fund has been enabled to carry 
on 1t~ relief wo:k for two years. Regular monthly grants arc discreetly 
~ade to a constdcrablc number of religious leaders, mainly aged, whose 
livelihood has been destroyed or impaired by war conditions. Others 
who accu!Jlulated debts during the early part of the war, have been 
helped With loans, enabling them to put their affairs in order. The 
heavy expense of this essential charity is borne by the Council alone. 
The present regulations of the Board of Guardians maKe it difficult for 
any Rabbi or Minister to benefit from their charity. The Federation 
of Synagogues have been unable to assist in our work of alleviating 
wa~lt among the clergy, who cannot be expected to apply for public 
rehcL There has been a fair response to the Chief Rabbi's appeal for 
the Fund, and the Associations of Chazanim have assisted in the 
C<:mncil's_ efforts to raise funds, but it is earnestly hoped that the public 
wdJ reahse the moral claim which the Needy Clergy ha\•e upon the 
community. 

Ill. 
REFUGEES. 

(a) CoNTINENTAL lEWRY. 

The terrible yiight of our h_rethren in Europe has naturally 
engaf~ed the att~nt10n of the Council. Efforts were and arc still being 
made to _orgamsc some succour -to the affiicted. The Chief Rabbi, 
accompanied by the Executive Director of the Council, interviewed the 
then Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lord · Cranbourne in 
September. Suggestions concerning the rescuing oi children anu' the 
emigration ~f certain groups of victims were sympathetically received. 
S~me few v1sas ~ave already been granted. Negotiations are continuing 
With Colonel Oliver Stanley, which, it is hoped, will lead to a successful 
conclusion. Substantial grants have been made to refugees who 11ave 
been able to escape overseas. Recipients of the Council's assistance are 
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in J?11lcstinc, Mauriti~s and Spain. The Council has also co•operatcO in 
the organisation and administration ;of the United Jewish Relief Fund 
through which large sunl11 have been allocated for helping Polish and 
other refugees in Russia and the neighbouring countries. ~ 

The Chief Rabbi -and the Executive Director interviewed th~ 
Soviet' Ambass_ador, M. Maisky, on the plight of Polish Rabbis anti 
Students •Nho are ~cfugces in Russia. The Ambassador has been abl'b 
to co~lVCY to the Chief Rabbi his Government's decision to grant ex!t 
perm1t~ for these refugees to proceed to Palcstirie. A number Of 
fhmilies are being helped to establish ne\V homes in Eretz Yisroel in 
this way. 

The Chief Rabbi was with the delce:ation which interviewed the 
Foreign Secretary in December. It has ~fallen to Dr. Hertz, as the 
Ecclesiastical Head of British Jewry, to lea~ the communities of the 
Empire in their protests and prayers on behalf of massacred Jewry. 

The Day of Mourning and Fasting on December 13th, observed 
by the whole of Anglo,Jewry, was a solemn declaration of spiritual 
and political forcefulness. 
(b) IN BRITAIN. 

The Council has maintained its responsibilities in respect of 
refugees guaranteed by the Council or transferred to its care by the 
Central Committee for Refugees. Maintenance, welfare, housing and 
employment h_ave a1l been carried out satisfactorili. In view of the 
difficulties of findir:tg suitable occupation for the special class of refugees 
under the. Council's care, the placing of a considerable number of 
Rabbis and teachers ~n suitable positions is gratifying, both because of 
their ceasing to be o_n the maintenance lists, and because of their useful 
work in various spheres of activity. 

98 5' individual refugees of Polish, Russian, German and Austrian 
origin were entirely dependent upon the CounciL Of these 25"0 still 
remain on the m.Uintenance list. Eight welfare and religious centres 
for refugees in London and the Provinces have been maintained with 
the financial assistance of the CounciL Individual appeals from vario:us 
sources, asking for general hdp in pressing cases have been dealt with, 
employment obtained, hospitality arranged, accommodation provided, 
etc. In most cases where religious requisites arc needed by groups or 
individuals, they turn to the Chief Rabbi's Religious Emergency Council, . 
and without exception, the demands have been reasonably fulfilled.~ 
The- O.S.E. Kosher canteen for refugees in North London i).a.s been 
s_upported by the Council, which also takes a share in the-management. 

IV. -
INTERNEES. 

The Executive Director continues to represent the Chief Rabbi on 
the Joint Committee on the Welfare of Internees and Prisoners of War. 
A number of problems affecting Jewish internees both in the British 
hies and Overseas have been successfully dcalC with. The release of 
approximately 40 students in Caniida and. of a few others in Australia 
and Jamaica was sponsored by the Council. The Council has also 
obtained the consent of the Home Office for the return tO England and~ 
ultimate release of a large number of refugees under the_ care of or 
known to the Council, who were interned in both Dominions. The 
reduction of numbers in the camps on the Isle of Man made unneCessary 
the continuance of Dr. Schonfeld's regular visits or the presence of 
a resident minister. Rev. S. Anekstein resigned from this post in 
May 1942, after having car~ied out his difficult duties with remarkable 
devotion and success for nine months. Periodic visits are now carried 
out by our representative Rev. M. A. Jaffe, of Manchester: 



Rev. A. Untern'ian aha visited the camps on behalf of the CmAa~il. 
There remain a number of difficult questions and cases, which can be 
dealt with by such personal contact, and the- Council is grateful to 
the Central Committee for Jewish Refugees for their consent to defray 
half of the expenses involved in these visits. . Our Council has 
maintained its responsibility for the first Jewish cemetery on the 
Island, which was consecrated in November 1940. Tombstones are 
being erected there. 

v. 
CHILDREN. 

The Council ha.s maintained its supervisiOn of the refugee children 
under i-ts care. Thme · housed in the various hostels established by 
local committees with the co-operation of the Council, have been 
satisfactorily looked after. Many of the children who remained with 
the Jewish Secondary Schools have now ~tartcd work. and the Council 
has made every effort to find them .3Uitable occupation and environment. 
This has involved considerable individual attention and special 
arrangements. Both in this sphere and in the care of children placed 
in private homes, the Council has co·operated with the Refugee 
Children's Movement, and has also assisted the latter body 
on the re-homing of isolated or otherwise unsuitably placed Jewish 
children. The Council has co•operated in the establishment, and 
administration of a number of hostels. The hostels which have, in one 
way or another, turned to the Council for co-operation, include the 
following localities: Clapton (girls and boys hostel) Shcfford, Ely, 
Staines, Nottingham, Cardiff, Nelson, Birmingham, Tylers Green, as 
well as the Bachad groups. 

The Council has been active in the formation of the Joint 
Committee for the Religious Education and Welfare of Refugee 
children. This Committee has now been established ·under the authority 
of the Central Council for Jewish Refugees and is presided over h}' 
the Chief Rabbi. All interested bodies arc co-operating in this 
important task, and the Council's representative, Dr. Schonfeld, has 
joined the Executive and is actively participating in its work. In 
addition to supporting the canteen at Shefford, the Council has 
co-operated with the Chief Rabbi's Kosher Canteen Committee, which 
administers feeding centres throughout the country and lately also in 
London. Some support has also been given to the educational activities 
of the Beth Jacob, especially the Kindergartens established under their 
auspices. 

In the general sphere of Jewish Religious Education the Council 
has continued to assist the Chief Rabbi in all his activities, including 
distribution of religious literature. The Council has co•operated, also, 
with the National Council for Jewish Religious Education, which 
functions under the chairmanship of the Chief Rabbi. 

VI. 
GENERAL RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. 

These have included Sabbath observance, Kashruth, Yeshivoth and 
Talmud Torahs, etc. The Council is concerned mainly with the 
administrative side of these matters and has been able to assist 
individuals and organisations both morally and financially whenever 
they have been faced with difficulties in these matters. 

On the request of the Ministry of Food, the Council undertook the 
distribution of Lulovim and Esrogim for the whole country. Plans 
have been made -for the maximum of co•ordination combined with t}1e 
minimum of waste, especially of valuable shipping space. Arrangements 
for preventing injury to previllils importers, both collective and 
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in~~?Mtl"~i, have also been made. The United Synagogue, the 
Federati_on of Synagogues, the Union of Orthodox Hebrew 
Congregations, the:Keren Hatorah and the_Mi:rachi have becn~invited 
~o nominate representatives on a Commission -which should- sUpervise 
C_quitablc distribution. .l 
. VII: 

RECONSTRUCTION. 
(a) WAR·TIME. - , 

The Council has maintained its policy of assisting ~in the 
rebuilding of communal life and activity. Evacuation centres_ have 
been helped materially-and morally. new communities and clas~cs in 
the suburbs have been assisted to overcome the initial period, and 
essential religious and ritual institutions have been inaugurated with 
the aid of the Council. 
(b) PosT-WAR. 

It is obvious that the Chief Rabbinate will have no inconsiderable 
share in recommendations affecting post•war Jewish reconstruction, both 
in Great Britain and i~ _Eur()pe. In the former, the question of 
religious education will be in the forefront. On this matter the Chief 
Rabbi has recently conferred with the President of the Board of 
Education, and proposals for improvements in this_ important sphere 
are still under consideration. In the latter area the problems will be 
vast. In the first place, consideration was given to problems- which 
will arise immediately after the conclusion of a victorious Armistice. 
Continental Jewry has been selected everywhere for much harsher 
treatment than other populations, and will require special and speedy 
succour. They have been persecuted as a religious group no less than 
as a racial entity, and their rehabilitation should take into account 
the religious factors as well as the social aspects. 

The COuncil has, therefore. established under the direction of the 
Chief Rabfli, a commission to s.tudy the religious problems \vhich will 
arise. A memorandum was presented to the Chief Rabbi and 
representations were made to the appropriate official departments. 

With its experience in such matters and the personnel of refugee 
leaders under its care, the Council should be able to contribute in no 
small measure, towards the solution of post-war Jewish problem~ on the 
Continent. · 

VIII. 
OVERSEAS ACTIVITIES .. 

(a) BRITISH EMPIRE AND OVERSEAS. 
The Council has continued to maintain its contacts with 

communities throughout the Dominions and Colonies. Such contacts 
have been directed not only with a view to obtaining support for the 
Council's extensive work, but also in order to assist -overseas 
communities in solving some of the religious problems which the present 
emergency thrusts upon them. Rcl.~gious gui~c_s and teacher~ have be~~: .. 
recommended_ to isolated overseas commumttes. The Cluef Rabb1 s 
messages ~nd other religious literature have been forwarded to ~""ve~seas 

congrD~:~to:hs~ American and Canadian Chapters of the Council, the. 
latter formed during the year under review, have carriCd _out important 
tasks and have co-operated with the central offices in London. Internee 
problems in Canada and Austra!ia and . Mt~:u.ritius have received the 
constant attention of- the Council and Its tnends overseas. In both 
Dominions the Council's representations have met with considerable 
success. Many communities throughout the Empire have also co• 
ope(ated generously in the work of the Council. 

.,_ 
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(b) PALESTINE AND OTHER CoUNTRIES. """' -· r:.,.,J 

Refugee Rabbis in Eretz. Yisroel have received support a1;d 
religious and welfare activities there have also been assisted by the 
Council. Friends and supporters of the Council in SoUth America, 
Africa and el,~where have rendered valuable help to the Council- in its 
various activities. 

IX. 
FINANCES. 

The annu~l budget of the Council remains at approximately 
£20,000. The refugee work which is eligible for Government J!rant, 
covers about One half of the ·total. The task of raising £10,000 per 
annum is not a small one. Apart from joint Appeals with other 
refugee and relief organisations the various activities of the Council 
have asked the Communities for special support. The -Servicemen's 
Kosher Food Scn·icc and the Needy Clergy Fund have received some 
response to appeals issued by the Chief Rabbi, Dayan H. M. Lazarus, 
the Senior Jewish Chaplain tO the Forces, Dayan H. M. Gallop and 
Mr. 0.'1car Philipp. The Council was also enabled to carry out some 
essential religious emcri;ency activities through the Jewish WaPFund 
for Religious Reconstr_uction, placed at the disposal of the Chief Rabbi 
by overseas communities. A general appeal for all the charities 
administered by the Council was issued over the signature of the Rt. 
Ron. Lord Wcdgwood of Barlaston. The response was encouraging. 

A Charity Function in support of this Appeal was held at the 
Stoll Theatre on 8th March and was successful in raising some funds 
£or these activities. In these ways, the Council was able to raise during 
1942 the monies required for the year's work. Help in the form of 
donations and annual :mbscriptions to meet the needs of ~the future will 
be much appreciated. 

The Council is registered with the London County Council under 
lhc \Var Charities Act (1940) and audited accounts arc available to 
!>Ubscribcrs. 

Excerpts from some of the letters of appreciation for 
the Council's food arrangements for Jewish Servicemen. 

U.S. AND CANADIAN CHAPLAINS: 

( l) ". Various organisations helped us very much in our 
tasks. To them, to the Chic£ Rahbi's Religious Emergency Committee 
.. _ W c pro IT cr our thanks. . .. " 

(2) "Enclosed please find a cheque for---. a gift from the 
Jewish \Vclfare Board of America to your committee as a token of its 
appreciation and the appreciation of the Jews of America for the very 
fine work which your committee is doing. We arc particularly grateful 
for the splendid co·operation you have rendered in sending a certain 
number of individual Passover parcels to American Jewish soldiers. 
\Vith my own personal thanks ... . "-Chaplain. 
FIGHTING FRANCE : 

( 3) "_ .. I would like to express all my gratitude to the various 
organisations who helped me in these circumstances and particularly to 
the Chief Rabbi's Emergency Committee. " 
Pou~m }EWISII Foncns: 

( 4) ... . . The food, cooked and prepared, had been sent 
:;pccially from London; the entire expenses were defrayed by the grants 
from the Polish Government and from the Chief Rabbi's Emergency 
Fund. The lirst Seder, at which some «lO men were present. . •• 
-Glasgow Jewish Ecl10. April 30, 1943. 

CHI).·~~AINS :• 

""' ( 5) ". • . I do ':"ant to thank you and your Council mott 
sincerely for all you did tor the troops over Pcsach. The food problc!n 
is no~-' 'getting any easier, yet. you were able to give us everything fdr 
which we asked. Everything came in good order and in good ti~~. 
and Jewi~h Service personnel who could not go on leave_ were e~<~;blc~ 
to keep the Festival, as far as possible, even under Serv1ce cond1ttons. 
. .. The Council is doing a wonderful piece of work, and I feel that 
this year more praise than ev.er is due to your efforts .... "-j.\V. 

( 6) " I have received many exprcssiQns of thanks and apprecia­
tion for the very efficient way in which your Council were able to help 
orthodox Jewish personnel in H.M. F9tces in the celebration of the 
recent Passover Festival. I would like to add my own personal thank-. 
for your ready help and co·operation in this and other matters affcctin~ 
the religious and spiritual welfare of our fellow co-religionists, which 
collaboration is deeply appreciated."-B.J. 
CAPTAIN OF THE ___ , 

(7) "May l take this opportunity of thanking you on behal£ o£ 
the Jewish personnel of this Company for the gifts and very kind help 
which enabled the men to have a very nice Passover. "-S.M. 
CoNGREGATIONS: 

( 8) •• Many thanks fm: kindly letting. me have the mazzoth for 
the soldiers stationed in around ---."-P.S. 

(9) •• You will be· glad to_ know that our Canteen was a great 
success. . . . The_ .majority consisted of members of H.M. Force,;. 
There was also a good number of Americans and of Czech airmen ... -
May r" take this opportunity of expressing mr .sincere thanks_ to you and 
your Committee for your great support whtch you have gtven us a!'ltl 
I wish to assure you that I shall alw~ys be h~ppy t<? co·operatc \ytth 
you whenever thC occasion should ansc: . ._ . -~.K. 

(10) "I wish to thank you for makmg tt posstble for us to accom­
modate all the troops who were sent to ---. \Ve arc very please-d 
to say that our efforts were_ highly appreciated ~y the men conccr~cd. 
. .. Thanking you ot~ce again lor your most welcome co·operat10n. 
... "-J.L. 
"PESACH" IN THP. UNITS: 

( 11) " ... Now on behalf of my Company ... I have the 
pleasure to express the best thanks fur everythi_ng what you have dont"' 
.. , \Vc all appreciate your good work._ wluch enabled us t~ keep 
Passover despite being in the Army. It was anyhow a W_e?t rehcf for 
me when Passover '\Vas over, a lot of wprk and respo~~stbtltty. Every· 
body was satisfied, not one complaint was noted .... -S.S. :(' _ 

(12) " ... I should like to cxpre;ss to you and ?II tl~osC: who 
assist you so wholeheartedly, our sincere thanks, I d_on t thmk then: 
1s any need for me to say that without. your ':ery ktnd help_ all our 
efforts to hold Pesach ... would have fatled enttrcly. No prats~ could 
be high enough to put into words the: greatness. of the. wox:k_. . ·.. You·~ 
will~ no doubt, be glad to know that everythmg arnved Ill time and 
in good condition .... "-S.C. I 1 J 

( 13) •·. . , I liked to tell you, that thanks to your he p we 1a 
a most marvellous Seder and everything was perfect. We had a lot 
of extra guests though and still ha;:e them for the whole of the 8 days. 
Mostly men from the R.A.P._ ... -S.G. 

U.S( ~)M~< .. I want to express my sinc~re than.ks and appreciation. 
for the Pa5sover parcel which 1 have rece1vcd. Several of the d bo{s 
have participated in helping me eat the Matz.os, the sausa_gch an b t 1c 
wine. They were very Rlad to learn that such arr~gemen_ts ave een 
made for the boys ... .' -J.H. · 
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CA:-.lADIAN ARMY-: ,. ~ 
( L1) ". . . . we shouted with joy and happiness when the pOst• 

man came around and said we each had a parcel from London and to 
come and get it as it was too large ior him to carry. . . . People like 
you make us feel like carrying on this struggle towards freedom of 
humanity whereas otherwise· it would be the .::a use of us being di~· 
satisfied_<!.nd fed up with ourselves, as there is nothing like sitting down 
Yomtov night with SC?me matzos at the table, as it helps you remember 
how you did the same back home at the- •• Seder " with your parents, 
around the table .. ; ."--=--S.C. 

(16) " ... I can't express in words how gratefUl I am. Though 
we are far from home, I ·want to say on behalf of all the other Canadian 
boys that we are being well taken care of. _ .. "-A.K. 

( 17) "I wish to convey my thanks to you .. for the efforts 
made of making the Passover •• homey " to the troops visiting this 
country. Your gift is greatly appreciated by all troops, and also hy 
the people, who in these trying times, appreciate assistance in their 
food P.roblcm when wanting to entertain troops .... "-B.R. 
POLISH FORCES: 

( 18) .. _ .. I am deeply moved with the attention you pay to us, 
maybe the last remnants of what was once Polish-Jewry. I can hardly 
CX.Qress to you how grateful I am. . ."-B.K. 
R.E.M.E.: 

( 19) ··_ ... It is really marvellous how you manage to overcome 
all difficulties which an organisation like yours is bound to come up 
against under present conditions, in order to keep us boys supplied with 
Kosher food. However, I am sure that a great measure of thanks is 
due to the members of you~ staff who managed-for more than two 
years now !-to maint_ain a service so efficient and reliable that any 
Jewish organisation might well take it as an example .... "-R.C. 
R.A.S.C.: ; 

( 20) " ... It is very encouraging to know NQ"t the religi@s needs 
of Jewish serving men and women in H.M. Fo~s are bein'g- ·so well 
cared .\or ·by your Society and can assure you iLyif grea~ly apPreciated 
by all. -J.W.B. m ~~ 

(21) "Many thanks indeed for your splet\&ld parce.l--i\\1,lrid~-.I rc· 
ceived. . . . I cannot say how surprised and • .J2!cased I~a,-, v;.q€;n, I 
saw the contents. Perhaps you can imagine my\Rklings ajJ 'iifu.GL long 
way from my home. . . . It is a marvellous thing you Y.f!~ofirg for 
us Jewish soldiers, and I think I can truthfu~ say that' ~<deeply 
appreciate it .... "--S.R. ~ ::0 C) r-:-

(22) ", .. sincerely thanking your Council fqr their"Rin_tiness and 
generosity in sending me the parcel of matzos,Q9Jme . . . f-Gr Pesach. 
When I read the report of the most excellcqt_work you liive done 
... (and I know too of the splendid work yob-"hre doing tfij:s year) I 
know that those who control your organisation "Will receive ftfie reward 
that is due to them .... "-H.S.W. 
R.A.F.: 

( 23) " This is to th-ank you for the nice parcel with Pesach food 
you have sent me. It helped us to celebrate the Seder in the way we 
were used to at home, and hope soon to be able to celebrate again . 
. . . "-V.F. 

(24) " ... thank you very much for your most welcome parcel 
... I am very glad to know that your institution is interested in all 
the Jews in the Forces. I myself came from Argentine."-A.S. 
P.C.: _.. 

(25) ..... Words alone cannot express my feeling to have received 
this parcel at a time, when it is not possible for us to celebrate the Pass· 
over festival with my wife and daughtc~ .... "-B.H.M. 

I 

. ..... 


