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FFC tetter No: 

Date: 

Project NO,: 

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 
.( / . v' 

.,. Subject: 1l811ef' of Ql'eek uatioaala 1D Ital1' 

There is· transmitted herewi t~~~~§-:3 , . . . - . . ~ 

froH the llamilton Nat!,onal Bank, Waehi~n, D.C.. dealing:Fith cleblt at aaoOUJlt· 
at PriiB ~tar of araece, I!'maiWel Teolideroe, Mia ... ot 20,000 Sid.•• triUID8 ·-· 
1'8Jd.t to azoeu .. lagaticm; Bam, ffll! _the rel1af ,ot GHek nati~ . held ... hoetagee . 
1D DOl'them lta17~ 'lbe ·War Refugee Board reocmatllde that a appropriate li.Cense 
be issued at emcee · · 

The War Refugee Board recommends that approp:date. Treasilry 

licenses and other necessary documents be issued perJnitting the execution 
.-·l 

of the project contemplated in the letter described abqve, -

Remarks: 

Action: 

· Basic license No, VI­
Remittance License No, 
otheh 

Date: 
M'e.rcb 4,. 1944 

' :·... .• f ' 
issued . · ' ,. : . .·. , . 

~-Richmond-_aft3 _.approv~d uarch·--4, :1:9~­
"- · Liaison Officer _ · - · · -· · 

Fo:r&ign Funds Contr.ol 
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Material from !.!r. Mann's Files .... 

SEE: 



Uil. J• Bl!rlne Gwin 
Diro<ctor, Hocords & Reports 
5th Plr., ll:lth St. Bldg. 

v. A~ Turner 

Thank you so lllUoh for per:nitting 
well prel'-';r•~d report. 

I foun,1 onlj' one atde:nimt. v;hich ~M'Il& to r;te to b~ open tq queA,ion; 
It occurs jn the ;;ec6nd pC:ragruph pf oth;; ne;<;t, to tlH; ciilltop<>ge i.nd. 
concerns th., cstubli hfaent or the relief o<.>m:ilission in GreecE!. It 
is !lly un-:lerst"nding that the deleggtion which was Wigill<illy-:aent 
toGreece,andwhich c:>n11ist.ed of rcpre:sentntivee of the Joint fie­
lief Coatuimsion of the Ii:~t rn,·::.ionnJ. Red Grosll, established two 
com:ui t:tee51 the Conrl. te <ia ii:•.ute DirocUon and the. Coildte de Gestion. 
The Comit"' e H:iute Direction <-<:ted ,-_s the:· -li,;ison between the 
Greek ;;uthorities <md tho11a of th.e occup-Jing powers and rep1·escnted 
the. intoresta of the Del\}gJ.tion C:S a whole With both administrations. 
'l'ha Co;nite dtl Gosr,ion <~«s the ''d:niniotrntive body which controlled 
the di<Jtritut:L:m c.cnd :;,,m' ''<Ccture ')f ccr.:als :net ·al:-o supervised the 
distriLution 'of the t.r,,~_,i ar,d other CJ:n:n•)c\il.ir.:G. - -

The -na:nb::rnhip of the ori-tdnc:l Co:aHe .1•; Haute Directi,.•n .coti.sisf.e(f 
of four :ncm'::(~r.o, only :>no f who:ll, 51 • ."lnm<>-1, is _a Swiss citizen~ 
The :::aeon.; -~ :nb<Jr -.v -" tho Pre.ddent of th<l Gr':Ok !ted Cross. 'The 
third ar;d fourth m :nb"rs ·;teru \l<:l•lf,'i.t.e::; ,.,f' the Ituliml !ted Cross 
r•nd tbe Got'lnc.·n Red Cross. 

·ceg&rding t,hc :no:nbership of u,e ori7;i!;; l Comllo de Gestbn I could 
find very 1i ~ tL: infor:at> tion whel!Ie I dug into the ,--:-r•Jek files BO.'llEI 
months HP,o. Th,; rnport or th>; InternHtiom1J. Red Cross Co:tunittee 
dnted August 2/oth, 1942, :ner<!ly e.t. t.ea: ":£. Gredint~er, Swies, 
delegate 11d,jtmct of the Int,ernutional R~d Cross c;):J111ittee presided 
his collal;lor;.to:rll l>ewg a cartdri number of Greek-citizens~" · 

"Section VII of that report l!tdesJ 1 11ith th., ei; ciirging of 
the Delegation • s functions its fo:r:ltt::r ;nember<;hip ·,;;,s found 
to be too 3:nn.l1. In cohsid;_.rf<thm. of the unstii1i;.f.id or;ergy 
with which th(! Swedish Red Cross and the ~wedish shipping·· 
'IVorldh~d co'?perateil with the I.H..c.c. in all its relief 
wor~ £'or Qreece, it was no m.ore t.h!!n their fair due that:..--:-,_ 
So1ed:1.ah :ucmbers should oe invited to join the hit.horto_nu.:. 
Swiss. Ccr.nmss.ion (ale), now t>ugm.::nted to :. mtY.tibership 'of 
fift<.!en. Thp sub di villio:l into Co.nito do Dit'action lind 
CO!ll!lliseion de' Geation ht.;s hoeiJ m,.-,intained, n~l executive 
functions bain.;:; p,:rf·1r:ncd by the btter. Its president 
is ll.. Paul !.tohn of' Srre,len, the llll!!ilbers being :swedish, Greek 
and Swiss. ~·he CCY.aite de llfl.uto Direction hall b-;<Qll increM;ed 
by one member, the I.n.c.c. Dolegt.to li• Jee.n 'd' Anwz;.n, Swiss, 
end is presided ov•"r by H. l;obert Brunel, also of Swiss . 

·nationality, ·.;ho is -.,t the sn111tt time the rasponsible· head 
of the Deileg;.,tion. The S1fedish Chcrge d l J'.ffaireu in Sofia, 
14. · Svcn Jllh.rd, -i 11 t;.lr.o · t10t.:e pc.rt in an 1;d,visor;· capaoity · 
in the sesaions of th<,1 Co.'Dit•,) de Direction. The Dolegation 
as .it no11 stands hus botJII formslly approved by all tho 
in'- r(jat~d Powers; 1mr.t b st libat•ty to ndd to the number of 
its · 



'·' 

:_· 

In a '1l'"'orandwa :m Ub 8U.Q•!l''fiBion ofhili(3f d.istriblltion •. · .. ·· .. 
which >I pr;,p;-rea !'or :.Ir. UH hell' e sigr,atur" on Noven1ber 27, 1·'142; 
I .sald cono'emL1g th'l ch nei• in .£h;• :uembersbip of the Collliuittee~ 

. ~ ._- . - . -

"Actual:ty, ,,-e ino•.v fr<Y;t ·)t.h·~r- tJourc<H> thnt tl1e H:~~J.-fee:;J.ent of 
the!Jeleg·tion ·.nd the .sccept;,r•ce 1!' :.!. Pnul i.iohn. ~$ l'reBident 
of the Coaita de Gestion. ,.,fis brought bou~ by the lri;oist<>nce 
of tha critish Goverrim·~nt A £he t.he it ant~•r.<:'d into the agree­
ment. wi h th-?. Str•31Esh Goval"lulent. for. th.:: shiP,'llent o:' Canadiom 
whll!G.t to G1•+icce. 

·~~eg&rtlleas of the reasoMt th., W;lirig<l WLw t. short. step in the. 
rL·ht. direction. I believe thnt im;tead \if increaait'lg the. 
~'Y.Ilbership of the CO'lllt.~ :le H~tit'ol Vi.z',\¢tion fro:tr four t) rfve 
it should h ve been incr,:r.sed t.o seven; ·th1·oe · ot:lfho:n· should· 
be Sniss and omi ·a Swadc. In .Jp r. t Jcs r<>'{IUiring pj·Qmpt decision 
it is dH.t'icult to un<lur:tt.-:n.! how thJ Swedish Chlirg;;'-dfAffaires 
<tt :hfll\ ere·, 1:.:- of :ruch h·.lp, cve:1 hi an ~:.dvi,:;or>· co.pc,city. 

"Section Vll doGs not '3h··,l :nuch lirht on th.', now co·.nposition 
of the Co.'lli.te <ie GdJtioa hut it is IL'.<J. to pres•a11e the.t it con­
sists of 14. f';;.ul :iohn, :.1. Grac:in[;;er. -~~uoh other Swias z•np­
rosent<lLives r)f th''' I.R.C.C •. ,,s n·e r:ow.in Greeca, .. r,pren<~ntu­
ti ves oi' the Swiss ctl'i(i St::e~\16!1 ftod Cross S .. cioties

0 
'ihu N­

port ,,t,;tes that :nt.mbarship of the ent.it•e I.li.C.C. Del0gution 
b&s h;Jen <m1pe~ted fr:->:u ::il't··en to) t.\vent;,'. ·In th:i,s coru1action, 
howevc,r-, th;, :ot· tt~:itimt in ·Jr. d(: ibugc '~> lett•Jr ot' October a 
to thu Chail-alr n ~<houl<l b~ t.r<k•.m into ' ocount: '~'he Secrdary 
~;eneral of the Bvtis:J. H"'d Crostl is. no\v in .Gro<·Jce, .with <Jeven 
collab:··r!ltors, r:-up,,·rvi::int; th•" di<itx·ttntion :T tnilt~ sent to.'· 
that count!"; b t!L SwiM Re:: Cr=>ms, '::he Swiss de.li!t;a tion 
vmrb1 ltl close C·)OP''r" tion r1lth thJ •.•ight, dcilee: ten of the 
Swedi.sh Red Croso now in. Athmw. !he_ lieleg1d·,es of tht~se two 
C()Uiltri•w fol'~il a Co:r;;i<.·sion ;·;hicb lll pt••·sided ov<Jr t.y- a Swede, 
and collaLorll'.e tJith t':G ii0lo;;: ta o.f thu lnt.)rnntion!il Ret{ 
Cr'oas Co:il:nittt·e~ !,! ; Enu1el. I Thill 1.<1 entirely .different fro:n. 
the org:.:nh£<tion inctlciited in th<J r0p0rt; Mid, in dz"' at 
leailt, frhould ma.~o for a strong CoJJ.'llitoion de Gastibn. n ; 

1' ' . ' 

. My only point about th•:. matter i3 that in ray v:i,aw thcr Co:ll:lli.Lte0 in 
Groece vras Ol·g.:•nized. by the joint Halief Com:aii!Jeion of ~he Intel"- ·· 
national Red Cross ratho;r than by. goverrimw1tnl uction1 and .tha.t its 
fllec':lberahip h,., .. , consisted .)f r·oprcsontat~veB or that Com:ais.a:ton\nnd 
of tho Swedish, t:wias and BraGk Red Cro:ia Soeieti0s rat.ho1' th&n. :of 
l'epreuentatives .if. Govern:aenta. 

'l.'he poiut iu probnbly •:>f slight i:~porttmco, an~ . .l. ioent:l.op. it' onlv 
bec!iuae .rou naked l!l!J to bring to your iltto;.tion ~nythin)(w!liilh r·. 
tbou;;:ht Jl.light possibly be :rag .rded us till inac'cu:racy • 

Van Arlldale TUrner. 
Actina J.asistnnt Director 
01 v1Uan Helief . • . . , . 
Inaulllr 1111~ Foreign Operations 

'· I 
.) 
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v. A. Turner Foodstuffs Shipp~clto.Gre~cie frbm 
All .. Sources Prj.or to Februa.b' l,O,; 
194:3· 

The General Report of the InternBtio.-wl Red Cross J1oinmittee on 
th, "Supervisiono.f the Distribution of Food Relief Ship:nent~ fro!l.i Overseas 
and Ueutral European Countries," t;ransmitted by Prof. Carl ~~ Burkhardt 
under date of August 24, 19421 lists as arriving prior to June 3; 1942 the 
cargoes of four voyages of a Turki8h ship with a to:tal of 7

1
000 tons of 

various foodstuffs; one Svredish ship with 7,000· tons of Egyptian grainJ 
one Swedish snip with b,,500 tons of Rmdical food (sic) supplies from sweden 
and Swiss grain purchc;.sed in Lisbon by the Greek Gover;1ment; one SWedish 
ship with 21300 tons of A:um:-ican flour from the Greek W:;,rRelief Association) 
and two Swedish ships with flour from Haifa,purchas~d in part bytheGreek 
Governmod ~'1d in P"rt by the British authoritie$. Total: nine ce.rgoss cor.­
taining ll,500 tons of grain, 9,000 tons of flour ;md 7,000 tons .of val'ious 
food,ltutfs ~ Z?, 500 tons in all. -1 · ' ' 

In February 1942, according to the report, the Greek Governlilent 
bought dairy products in Srdtze:t':!.and to a value· ·o·r 11000,000 SVIiss. francs 
through th<C Joint Commission. 'l'he first installment, to a value of 700

1
000 

Sw. france arrived in Greece in i.Iay. Further contingents were dhp«tched 
in July togethur with smaller contributions of food mnde by the Papal · 
Nuncio in SwitzBrland, the Swiss Red Cross and various, S'<fiss ch8:ritabl~ org~'li­
Z!Ltions. Through the CoJJlillission the Swiss .Red Cross had purchased 500 tons 'of 
dried peas in Rumania. · 

The large imporktions of the Powers of Occupntion must r.lso . be 
-....._,~.taken into consideration, the report states •. In September 1941 GEI~anrand 

·-c~ly 1Ul<lertook to make 56p000 tons each available; Out of this .total of . . 
112.000 tons, 70,000 tons have been sent !rom Italy, aCCOl'ding to an Italian 
statement. Ger:nany has tll,!ls 36,000 tons still to deliver •. The German ·ex ... · 
pert in AthtlnS· stated that 181000. tons would be shipped to Piraeus in May~ 
the remaining 18,000 tons to Salonik:i. The Occupying Powers

1 
howev:er. re• 

.serve the rignt to dispo13e of .these 36,000 tons at their own discr~tion ond 
they nre nm·i being a.ppUed to.· un inci·eat>ed bruad ration f.or. va;rious ·categories 
of workers. Thtl. Delegation requested a.nd received a loan of 7

1
000 tons from 

ths Occupying a1.1thoritios to insure the population's bre.ad supply for September. 
. . ... -·· - - . . . . 

With regard to the American Red Cross· gift Rf .lllilk;, the rilp?rt 

"'n vieYl of the prevailing situation, .the gift ()f 
65 tons of dried milk froiu the· knerican .Red Cro.es coUld . 
not have O<:len lllOre welcoiile oi• :nore timely. The milk sent '' i 

did not1 howaver. actually come to Greece but.wasusedin 
Eritrea. At the time of its despatch fro11 the United Stntes. 
Greece was already included in the British Blo~kade zone 
around ES}'J)t, but the pr~~ lfas solved by an exchange 
negotiated batween .the Delegation of.the IRCO and the 
ltalian Red Cross, the American milk being div~rted to the 
use of the Italirm Goverillllent who rele<t~:ed an equivalent 
a1nowit in quality fr<!m their stocks for oux: :uae in Greece;.11 



A second transfer. :li' JunJrioarl. Red Cross supplies .t<;>;Greooe o~~iH'red 
in the early pc.rt of August, 1942. In his cable #lSO from Qairo; Oc~obor 5, .· 
1942, Iialph Bain report":dl . . . . . . 

11 About. Auf,Ust 1, J:atthews (of the •.tidctle East R~<Uef ... 
and R· fugee. Adm.inistration) forw&.rdaci to Athcms from1l.eirut. 
316 b;~:s Aawrican Red Cross flo ;r, it~;l.ghing 35 ·~onpl and 
To? ca;ses A.iF;rice.ni,ed Cross powdered milk, grapefruit Juice 
and soup powder weighing 13 tortB1 on the s.s. Halloran, . cor:.,; 
duot.ed by Enbom, Swedish Red Cross Delepte< 11 ( 'fotal 48 tons). 

A pmotgruph L;, the FebnHry 10, l'i/-~o3 issue of the Greek J/ar' lielie.t;. · 
Association's ii<HHJ Letter reports on recent Shipinents and gives the tcitaia · 
of food shipped betrmen Auf.Ust, 1942 and the ds.te

1 
of~issuG, The paragraph 

states: 

VATtktll 

''Four of the Swedish ships in GreeK. relief :::ervice left 
a. Canadia.ri port Jartu.o.ry 31st ,:md are ·now on the ocean bot!.liil · 
.for Greece. One ol' the ships, the Bardaland, is sailing to 
Salonika. Her cargo consists mostly of _wheat, bu:!- also con;,. 
tains approximt•tely 450 tons oi' dri<>rl beans, Adviees frorn 
fialonika say the 8itm,tion th<.orG is nov; worse than <it Athens 
and Piraeus, ,~,nd the Eart.laland will be welqo'Je, Another sh:l.p, 
the Fenris, will ·'.oci< at Smyrna, It carrie's approxiJn<>.kly., 
2;000 tone of wheat in bags, also dried vegetabj,es, for dis-' 
tribution to so:Je of the Greek islands in •~hich conditions 
have been extre:nely b d. The othe1~ two ships, the Formo'sa 
and the Mongab~rra, rn''" bound for Piraeus, carrying whi>at.t 
dried beans 1 '!iedical r•upplbs freta , the A.inerioan Red Cross 1 
evaporat·c:d milk, food supplies for the Red Cross delegation .· 
at Athens, and oth•Jr supplieo, This brings ·the totals of · 
food shippsdt begim1ing last August 71 to 91,000 tons of 
vihea.t, 8,400 tons of <..'\ried vegetab;"s, nnd 600 tons of · 
milk. 

'; 



Excerpts from .a l.:IIJlletin entitled News !rom Sweden publ:l;shed by the· Araerioan­
Swedish News f!;lceh;Ulge, Inc~ 

Release No. 63, June J.o 1942. 

STOCKHOLU, June 1 (By wireless) -
The Swedish . stell.iller "Halla ran" unuer ·charter to the Swedish Red Cross, 

left the port of Haifa, Palestine today, with a cargo of 4.500 tons of flour for 
Piraeus, Greece, for the relief of the starving civilian p.opu:lation there~ •.. 

Release No. 66, June 19 1942. 

STOCKHOLM, June 19 (By wireless) -· 
Dr, Uarcel Junod, a Swiss phfsician, anc.i delegate of the International 

Red Cross arrived 1ri. Stockholm today to di>lCU1JS With the Swedish Foreign Office 
technical arrangelltents for shipmentt- of l'iheat fr<)m Canad<t to Gi-eece usingSwedish 
bottOills. It is planned to use oil-driven ships lying idle in Swedish hal'bors, 
and to ha.ve the operation and distribution handled by.Swedish personnel. (It was 
announced late in April that both the United Stntes and British Govsrnm:ents. had 
authorized the ship:nent of some 15,000. tons ()l C<madinn grain a month Tor the re­
lief of the Greek civili"'n popuV,tion. See ri~le&.;;;e No. 57.) 

Release No. 75 •. August 2(:,• 1942 

STOCKHOLM; August 24 {By wireleil5) . . . .. . . ·.· . ... . . . ·.. . ··.· . . · .. · ... 
. Membera of a commission n<.~med ·by the swedish Red Cross• to ·work with a 

si1illar group of Swiss named. by the Int."rnational Red Cross. at Geneva. in the · 
distribution of grain to, the civili~ populatiOn O\ Gre~ce$ are ian route to 
Athens today. Those who left Stockholm on August ?2 U1clu,MMajorH. J>orri, who. 
has done relief' nmong Swedes in Russia and Ji:sthoniaJ Captun M. Nordianstro.n; Ben$­
Belger~> secretar;r of the Bvtedish Welf.;~re Board; G. Wail<;ien'and E. Widlund. They 
are to be met at Rom.e by .Pmu Mohn• oouns<f!llor at the Sweqish Legation there, who . 
has been nli!lled chairman of the Com.nission> 'I'he oth<>r two lueiilbers$ G. F. Risberg 
and G. Phbom, rtru already in Athena, Mr~ ~sberg buing l?wcdish COilsuLthere. Mr~:c 
mbom, an engine<'r, has been the Swedish Red Cross represent!ltive handling reUef · 
work carried on by th.e Swedish stea!ller 11Hallaren" since Febru~l"'.f of this year. . 
E. Danielescm1 a flour miiUng e«pert, acco;.upaniea the Oo;.u:niaslonl ~t. was re­
ported today that "Hallar.m" had arrived at Piraeus~·witl)ia .cargo' of 21 200 toils 
of flour fro:Ji Haifa• Pal<lstil'\11. (Eit}ht Swedish .ilp.pa ;ore under cbc\r\,er to ~he 
Swedish Red Cross to carry 15,000 tons or grain a . UlOnth .i'ro;a Canada . to Greece,. 
The ships will operate u.ndttr se.re conduct :from all· belligerents. The. Gree!( War . · 
Relief Association reported 9n · Au~st 22, that the. first . three graiU.:laden. ships 
had passed G1braltnr headed for Greece. Five other shipfl aN loading d.tlar 
cargoes at lloutreaL. See Hele&tsf)>' Nos..; 57,64169 and 72.) . · • · .. 



Release No.; 87, Novit1iber 18, 1942 

STOCKHOI.It; November i2 (By wireless) . . . . . 
·. . In an interview in the nel<fsp~oper Stoekholms.;.Tidnirt~en of>November 51 

Mrs. l(argit Kondas, Swedish-boril wHe of an Athens physician described the wark 
of the joint Swedish-Swiss Red Cross Co:lllniseiori in charge of relief work ~·· 
the Greek eivilicn popul~tion •. Instfrlled in :f,hc former billericaa School building 
in· Athens, the Co:JIIIIil>~lion wor«.l;) under high pressure, dilltributing the 15'000 tons 
()f Canadian Y!hGat arriving monthly in Sw~.:>.~..:...~hips 1 tmiier s'>fe conti~~Jromthe 
belligHren.t;'• ~n addiLion otht)r f'oodstuffs and medicil.l suppli\ls are distributed. 
Su;spll:Gs o!' edible oils ArB being secured, and daily r<~tions of wheat are dis­
tribut<;Jd1 while so!!le reserves arc being built up. "The Co:;1!Uission h&s m"de Sweden, 
hitherto not generally well-lmown among the poorer Gr~eks, <mormously popular r 
throughout the country by it:c work, 11 Mrs. Kondos rtas quoted ,,s ·a,,ying. (For 
previous :otories on the wortc of the Swedish Red Cross in Greece.tcsee Rciluases 
Nos. 57, 66,.69, 72 t.md 75.) 

Release tlo. 92, Dece:nber 23, 1942 

STOCKHOLM, Dece:.1ber 17 (By wireless) . . 
Eight Swedish ships, chartered by the Swedish Red Cross and sailing under 

s~<fe conduct from the belliger·mt<>, hi!Ve since August of this year carried more 
than 761000 tons of grain .'r.d 31000 tons or dried vegetables, puwdered.nilk ~d 
medicines .to Greek ports f'ron1 Canada 1 for the relief of the starving . civiliun. popu­
l&tion,. ~t was :;;tc.ted h.,r<> today by Prince Carl, 'chairman of the Swedis~. Red Cross, 
and brother of KLg Gu5taf V. 'l'hree other Swedish ships are engaged in carryirtg -
relief supplies to Gre\ilce.iq the >l.editerranenn: · 

A joirtt Svtedish-SWiss Co:rurJ.ssion of tlie International Red Cross .is ad;. ; 
ministering thu rellef-;;.c;r;:;;-{;;· Gree-ae:-During Octo~;er.'r()c)(j ~ ... nifm!rd"fOiries were.· . 
provided for !!lore than. 1,000,000 oivili<ms throughout Greece. Paul Mohn~ counsel• 
lor of the Swedish Leg<:Ltion 1rt Rome, is the chair.uan of the ,Joint Com.rni:;~sion, 
and in '"ssLtt>d by eight other Sweden iu:ld e. sinil r nWJb-~r of &'wi!>B citli<.ens._ 
Offices have bei,m opened in the l'or.uer A!llericati School at Ath~ll\1:1~ Some 55() per-:.: 
scms are l'lmployed, 1~0 ol'. who::i work fro!lt a branch office in, Pir11elis. 

In Athens 140 p<lrsons irtspect shops snd food kitchens, <:ffid carry ~t the 
work of distribution. At times as many as 60,000 persons h Ve been fed by the 
Athens l>oup kitchenB. Bakeries in Athens :md Piraeus are supervised by the Com­
mission which· also operates three l'~rge flour mills in Greece under the directicm , 
of. E. Danielson, a Swedish millirtg expert• Local co:n:nittees to the nlllllber of · 
1,600, inform the CO:llfnission.al! to Cotmtry-wide conditions. Owi.Ug to a 1'\ck of. 
land transport, the SWedish ships in the futura will cq.ll :lt .other Greek ports in 
addition to Piraeus, so t'-s to facilitate dir;tribution of supplies. A depot will · 
be established <ot Bmyrn& for the d.elivery of uupplies to the. Greek Aeg(l.en Isluuc:ls. 

. . ' 

Rele~se No •. 94~·January 61 l94J 

SToCKHOLII1 January 5 (By wireless) 
· Loss of the Swedish motorship ttEi'Qs11 during a gale in the· Aegean Sea, .•. 

was reported here. today. The V.tulsel was one of eight uncler charter to the Swedish · 
Red Cross engaged in carrying srairt• foodstuffs and medical supplies from Cs.nad~ .. 
to Greece t'or civilian relief., The report stated, that the tttro~11 f'ouriderl\Jd. _abmlt 
150 meters ot.t'-shore while en route fro!!~ Piraeus to Salonika. The· crew '1'1&6 ea.Vfl, 

_..\ 



. but the' . vessel f!Ud its va•• "''" · ,., .. 
bOrg Shipping ~aoy • 
Relief Assol:liation •. t.n Ne:w 
~an be taken as eVidence th6t 
for. the supplies whienj '1<ii:ce 
under safe con:ctuet/ ft'Ollt all OEt.Ul.J<er•am;s 
GJ'eek i·elietiJ see Release No~ 

--------
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Vr. --- HV:-11er D.:;.vis, 
E:l.:ecutlve. Vi~.!~?r~!!:ddent, 
Gre(oJic :;·;;~r :-:clic;l I.nuvci_~--ti:.>n, Ir'!Co 1 

730 fifth ;,vcnue1 
:-JeYl Y.or~·( Cityo 

I lillOW you £,nd your associ£,tes.will be 
int·:Jrested in the cacl.oaed cooiell ol' t·;;o lotters fl'o,'"i\ 
~Jr. de l1ouge ;;~nd t..ho uCC·:J~UpE.n]ing rapol'tH frO~ -p1~. ~c , 
F~ochel:", .Secrat:.:l .. y~(_:encrc-;1 of the 0;)~is_s Ecd.-Cl_~O~s -011 .tho 
si t.~ut:.tion in Grer~ce- -iiild fro:il Dr.- G;:.rl J. Bul·Cl-<;hllrdt on 
the health n1d food sitw1ti<Jil in l.incedoniil.~· · · 

You will note th;,t Dr. de Fischer';,; l'c-

pol·t iG d<>t<:>d lit J.thcns, Oct.obor 6th <Uld thut. of Dx·. ••. ·.·. 
!lurc~;h:.rdt i13 d<•teC: nt. D<J.lonilw, Octoh<lr l:l;th •• They i>.re 
the liit..:st rcporttl Ylt3 hnve received f:ro~l Gro~;co lind pou;.,. 
tain :.mch th;;t is o.f vdue conceming t.hi.'l situution there. 

VA'f/d 

Sincerely yours, 

V<lll Al'sdale 'rumor; 
speciul Assi8~5.nt~ 

\ 
!· 

•• < •• ~· 
( 
\ 



LEAGUK OF hED 

6, rue de l'Athen,ee, 
Geneva 

SvlitzerUmdj 

22nd Uctober 1942, 

'J:he ilon •. Nonnan H. Davis, 
Chairman, 
Junerican lied Cross, 
National Headquarters, 
Washington, D. C. 

~{y dear- ... Jr. Norman Davis, 

Please find enclosed a copy of a report, dated 6 October, 
which has been sent to me from Athens by CE.ptain de Fischer, Secre~ 
tary General of the Swiss Red Cross, who is now in (Switzerland) 
Greece lf1 acting in a double capacity-il· (a) he is acting as super­
visor for the Swiss Eed Cross for the distribution of the· SUl)Plies 
sent by that Society to Greece for .Greek children; and· (b) he is, 
moreover, a member of the Joint Commission:,· composed of Swiss ar1d 
Greek representatives, which is dealing·with the supervj,siopofthe 
wheat, medical :;;upplies and other relieT 1 sent by. different Fled: 
Cross Societies for the civilian populat~on in Greece. · 

I am sure you will find this report E;Xceedingly' i~terest.:. •· 
ing1 since it gives a vievi of t:1e situation as St;)en b;f a very re~ 
liable person. 

Yours sincerely, 

(signed) B. de Houge1 
Secre~ary~General. · 

* · Corrected in letter of September '29 from de .Rouge. 

_,-:· 
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Trims l a.tion 

Count B. de Rouge, 
Joint F:elief Commission 

of the International Red Cross, 
6, rue de, l 1 Athenee, Genega. 

Man cher ami, 

Athens, 

Before leaving for Greece, I promised to.let you have some-information 
about the situation in that country. I _h·ave delayed doing so, because I ,wanted 
first of all to form my own personal opinion of this si tuat~on, and because the in­
formation coming in from different sources always has to be checked carefUlly' 

My first impression, on arnVlng in Athens, was that the situatipn had 
gre&.tly improved in contrast to last winter. This was thought to be d\le to the· con­
sigmn,ents of foodstuffs being sent by the Joint Conmlission, and in part, also, by 
the Swiss Red Cross. This impression seems to be justified to a· certain point; but 
there was still another factor which contributed to the improvemerit'of the health 
of the population, - and particularly of the children, -that is to say, the summer 
1nonths are the best season in Greece, on account of the fairly. large quahtit;ies of 
vi;getables ahd fruits which the country produces. These crops: are riow diminishing 
noticeably, and soon 50% of the inhabitants will have n.o other food than that sent 
by the Red Cross, and that distributed as rations by the Government. 

From the experience gained last year, it C1Jl1 be predicted With cer~ 
tainty that the latter (i.e. the official rations) will. be so sriiallas to be _ .. 
practically. negligible. There remains, therefore, so far- a,s conc.erns the large · 
.towns, certain mountainous regions, and most of the islands; only the··food supplied · 
by the Red Cross as the principal ration. The lied Cross disposes of ~ons of · 
wheat per month, A general plan for the distribution of this wheat !J.~s been dt·awn· 
up. According to it, half will be given to Athens and the Piraeus,. whilst ·the 
remainder will be reserved for. the provincial tovms, the mountain districts, and the· 
islands. It is planned to distribute a daily ~Q.:t._l8Q_,p•ammes per person for 

· those who have no other means of obtaining bread. There will. remain, moreover, 
a certain quantity of wheat, calculated at about 800 tons, 'either iri the form of 
flou:r-, or macaroni, semolina, etc; this will be shared out betwelm children's soup-: 
kitChens and ~~-~p~talS. ---------····~-~·· 

· Although the quantities of food distributed l:J.v the Red Cross up to(,. · 
the pre_s.ent are not very. large,_ it can b·.e s_aid that. t.here hasbeen·a .. notice.ab_l·e 
improvement in the peop],e's health, and abov.e all in that of the children; but it 
must not be forgotten that last year. the country still possessed resources .which I 
no longer exist today, .. Many households had reserves, and the British foro~s had .I · 
considerable ~tacks of food which were turned: over to the inhabitants 'vhen these J 
forces were m thdravm. · · · 

The financial resources of a large part of the popUlation were less· ·\. -.. ·_.· .. _· _­
precarious then than they are today; even if money was lacking> many people, 
especially among the more prosperous classes, posse~>seci works .of art, jewelry, 
valuable furniture;- etc. ·· · ·· ·· · 



A good many famines 
get enough food to prevemt them: from dying 

Today, it is by no means rare to _findllouseholds, formerJ,y weU ... to.~<i6, 
only furdshing at present is a single bed, with no. !JJ,ailkets, covers, etc., a11d a fevr 
chdrs. Added to .this, the price of. food is extremely high; for ex<unple> L.oke of oil 
(e.g. l-'l/4liters)or abo1lt 2 pints), which, with ore<~:ci, is tbebasic die:t ofthe 
Greek people, now costs 15,000 drachmas, vmil~t the salaries of. St<>tel officials vary 
from 20,000 to 50,000 drachmas per month. . . . 

Besides :food, there is a complete lack .of clothing and Shoes. Although the 
children could go barefoot and almost without clothing ·in sUJllll\er, this v;ill be im.o.. 
possiblJJ in winter; It will easily be understood that the'18'0 gr&mmes of bread per 
person which the ne·d Cross can supply will not be enough t6:maintain life, if there is 
no possibility of obtaining other foodstuffs. 

. -

In spite of the great efforts of the Hed Cross,. the situ&.tion this' winter· 
will be disastrous. If the number of deaths from l1Unger and cold are not to exceed 
those qf last year (to give vou an idea of the figures for last year, I am enclosing 
a few examples of statistics collected during recent voyages and checKed by myself. · 
with the official lists este.blished by the local authorities) - it is absolutely' 
necessary to supplement the supply of wheat by substa.ntial ,shipments of other foods,: 
especidly mille and dried vegetables. ., · 

The functioning of the "children 1 s soup-kitche,ns", which are under my 
personal supervision, at Athens and the Piraeus (l20distr:i.buting centres),. for two 
months, is proof that the foodstuffs sent by the Hed Cposs do in fact reach those for 
whom they are intended. 

The organization of certain other "soup-kitchens", is not yet·. altogether per-­
fect, and it is possible .. that a certa,in part Of the food has gone to the "black market". 

A very strict system of supervision: of these 11 soup-kitchens11 is to be 
instituted by the new "Food Management Committee" of the International Red Gross, and 
there is no doubt but that it will be possible to .. do a'way with. these abuses in the .·. 
same way as has been done for the canteens belonging to the first-:-meJ1tioned category• 

The feat- of donors that foodstuffs serit to Greece are ncit distribut~Cl in 
accordance "With- their wishes and. intentions are .,quit,e .without foundation •. 

: ·: .·. 
As chief of the "Children 1 s Section" of the Mc:miging ·Committee, I underi;ake 

to be responsible for seeing that consignment~'! forwarded 'for the children: of Greece ·· 
vlill in fact be used for those of them who are ill heed; but these supplies ar'€J. very . 
urgently needed, and, as I see it, only North an:d South Amer:Lca would.be in a position 
to send relief sufficiently substantial to save. preek children from famine. ,o · · 

I beg you to inform theAmerican Red c'ross,as;wellas t~eltJctdross 
Societies of the different South American countries, of the urgency of the need for 
relief on a large scale for the children.ofGreece. 

, (signed} Dr. F •. de Fischet 
Secretary-General of the Swiss Red Cross.· 



VIA . JJPJ.~IL 

Mrs. Robort Joyce 
Cubun - kr,nimul .'lilied Ftolief -fund 
Cuba No. 316 
Havtu:w., Cuba 

My d~<tir Mrs. Joyce: 

1ie twvn r(coivcd your letter of Octobnr 6 in which you re<:p1ilst iri.for­
mation r'"li"rJi!:e tlw t•.otivitios of the Inte1nr' tlonul Red :Cross in Grilece -~nd t<r~ 
gle.d to be uble to infor:a you thut un <cr-rLlr.(;Ement has r_ecently been· e!'f<Jelt:Jd by 
which 15,000 tons of wher.t :,n> to he shipped mon',;bly fi-o~:-Cfmada'inSIH.>dish 
vesoela for di13tril:n1tion in Gr(:ece under tha gen&i'£il supnrvision of Delegates 
sent to Uatt countr<; b;,; the Joir,t Relief Cor.:;::it<sion of the Int.,rna.t.ionul Hed 
Cross Co;;.;:,ittee and the Lengue of l\eC: Cross Societies. 

Undor thi:-1 <n-rMlt;ement, to l\'hlch our Gov<x·ruient in &.ssociutioxi l'iith 
the Briti:Jh und Cctnndiun Govcrr~~:ten_tp,.,.. w:::.s gl~~d _·.:.o- g~ve its ul)pi'oVal, three ves­
sels lv<>.ded ·.dth wheat, left Montreul on ImgU;;t 7 u.r.d clrrived sufoly at tileil• 
destinr .. twn. Five !:lora Vflf;Gels v;·ere ui•lj,X:tched i'ro!ti t1~at por-:. during the early 
part of Sevto;dwr, L :):Cr•n l'cr ~:.\',,> ).r,cc.u;;ion of d:rie(l Vi~e;;eVlblPb in futm·e ship­
;;;entf' is no•• w:d•Jr considun;oion by LMltl-Lc-o.se ~ · 1.:;. its p~:rt in t.ile .program' t!le 
Aii!t.:rice11 Red Cross hi .. s lJt-..dc: a sub:.~ti~r~t.ta.L con_tribut!.·On of :·_;ab:lical_ nup"plies :-and is 
planning a furthur ship:aont. ~.t hn oar.Ly datC:. - · 

The Joint Helief Co:a:aission of tho Intorriuional Rod Gross hull ulao 
biJen ~<i.Jle ·t.o arnmge for the lHmdlng of SOiile n;ilk to Greece und hM shipped ceil..: 
sideruble_ quw1titios of foodstuffs from 'i'urkoy to the i\egean I~lt\nds. Efforts 
are nlso ueing mttde by the Co;;m~ission to- obt"in supplies from- Syrir;, .but thus 
f<u· without success because of trm1sport. diffir;ulties. · ·· · · 

The dologMes of tho Joi~t H~J,.~of_ Co~U_ili_s_r.~!)p'who carry tllfll.:;~Sl1olllli...,; 
bilit,.y of unloucling, wurehousin~ind· distributing thoso l'oodstuffs al_ld •ae\:liuihes· 
are a.cting ~u1dor a.ctef.inito agreement witl• the Gll:r'J~un and It,.li<\]1 Govetnmi:mts, by 
tho tol'Elfl oi' which the tochnicu.J .. control hun br.on tiiH5Umed by fill- aduiLI'lintrativ:e.c 
couwiasion. compoaed of tho ileut:N<l dolegutoa rmd ropreson-!.t<tivea of the Greelt ·, .• ' 
Red C1·oss 1 the Food Miniut1-y, ·tmd the Government Agrictil tnral Bunk. _ 'rhe Com<Jis- · 
sion has namod_ sub committees oo:;;posed of: soL!e n<rittrulr. al•cl Gr<lek. pel'pons who· _. 
function in the provincos tmd islands whe1·e the supplies ure sent. The c Italian .. 
. and Go1·:~un authorities lmvo :nude nvcdlable the fre-ight 'co.ra 'tmd trucks neo_eilstir.t 
for tl'll.llDport. · · llwriex·ous reports of' the success of this- pl(in have boon rocoi'ired 
un:d there l.s satisfactory evidonco tlmt tho supplie11 l<ro being consUL'led by tho 
pco_pla for whom they ,·;ero intooded. · 1 ; 



-~---

It ia fornli,;;.tel-y ti"Ue. t..'l!:t '~s 
in Greece ht .. a b-.!en_-_sc.rmC\vhu.t wlfelioi'ated• Nave~ .. ~ol~ss, it_-hiust _bo_ ~orli-)il_- c1i!;td 
that th~ atnounta of foodstuffs beir•g sent ti1ere roprosent .. onJ.;t a sa"Lll. per·cer.t>.i(!f! 
of' the no1·:n!d i:~ports of nuch CQ(;U•'odlties. U!Jt,uuo:tton"bly, there will be severe 
suffering throughout the coming winter. · 

The In tern;,-tiO!ml Red C1·oss, in its effort!l to- nlltW~n to . trw. t. suffe1·iq;, 
will we~.co;c\e tho aid of: your orgmiizntion. "'ncl H.ill. put to excellent tiso tmy c;oi1;_ 
ti:ibution it muy receive. 

Sincerely, 

V&n i•rsdale Tur1:er ' 
Spec ll>l /1ss ist.~ont. 
Insular 111:1d Fo1~eign Operntions 



Translation 

Athena, 

()()_unt B. de Rouge' 
·· ,,,.'J''01nt Relief Comlnisl!ion · 

_,_~-

of theinternational-~ Cross, 
6, rue de 11Athenee, Geneglk• 

Mon·cher. ami, 

Before leaving for Greece, I promised to let you have some_ information 
about the situation in that country. I have delayed doing so, 'because I wan~ 
first of all to form my own personal opinion of this situation, and lieqau,se the 
information coming in from different sources always has to be·cheoked .carefully. 

My first impression, on arriving in Athena, vias that the situation had 
greatly improved in contrast to last winter. This was thought to be due to the 
consignments of foodstuffs baing sent by the Joint CoiiDDii3Sion, and. in part, also, 

-by the Swiss Red Cross. This impression seems to be justified to a certain point J 
but there was still another factor which contributed to the improvement of the 
health of the population, - and particularly of the children, - that is to say, 
the summer months are the best season in Greece, on account ·of the flltt~ 1arge 
quantities oe vegetables and fruits which the countr,v produ~es• ~ese· crops 
are now diminishing noticeably, and soon 50% of the inhabi't!lnts will hav<!l no 
other food than that sent by the Red Cross, and that distributed ·as re,tions by 

_. the Government. -
' ;_ 

From the experience gained last year, it can be predicted with oer- ·· 
tainty that the latter (i.eo the official rations) .will be s.o smell as to be -
practically negligible. There remains, therefore, so rar as concerns the large 
towns, certain moUntainous regions, and most of the islands, on~ the food · 
supplied .by the Red Cross as the principal ration.. The Red Cross disposes of 
151000 tons of wheat per month. A general plan for tht~ distribution of this 
wheat has been drawn up. According to it, half will be given to Athens and 
the Piraeus, whilst the remainder will be reserved for .the provinc!at towns, 
the mountain distr~cts, and the islands. It is planned to distJ.:ibute a daily 
ration of 180. grammes per person tor those who have no.other means of obtaining 
bread. There will remain, moreover, a certain quantity of wheat, calculated'. 
at about 800 tons, either in .the form of flour, or niacaroni, semolina, etcJ 
this will be shared out between ohildren's soup-kitchen and hospitals• · 

Although the quantities of food distributed by the Red Cross up to 
the .present are not vecy large, it can be said that there has been a noticeable . 
improvement in the pEjOple's health, and above all in that of the childrenJ but.it. 
must· not be forgotten· tha·~ last hear the countr,v still possessed reso~es whioh 
no longer exist today. Many households had reserves, and the British toroea had 
considerable 11tooks of food which were turned over_ to the inhabitants when .these 
forces were withdrawn. 

The financial resources of a large part or the population were less 
precario'US then than they are todayJ, even if money was lacking; illant people 



especially amorg the more prosperous classes, 
valuable furniture, etc. 

, . Today, it is by m5 means rare to fin:d uv•Ll"''""'"' .... "''"' fo:r;,n!l.t~,.m,ll.~to-ilo~<;;' 
vi'hose only . furnishing. at. present. is a single 
and a few chairs. Added to this, the price.of 
example, 1 oke of oll (e.g• :1•1/4 liter~;~, or about 
is the basic diet of the, Greek people, now costs 
salaries of State officials vary from 20,000 to 

Besides i'ocxl, there is a complete lack of clothingand shoes. Although 
the children could go barefoot and almost without clothing 1ri summer; this will 
be impossible in winter, It will easily be understood that the 180 graDl!DGf!;Of 
bread per person which the Red Cross can supply will' not be enough to maintain 
life, if there is no possibility of obtaining other foodstuffs. · 

In spite of the great efforts of the Red Oross, the situation this 
;~ winter will be disastrous~ lf the numbel' of deaths from hunger and co.ld are not 

to exceed those of last year (to give you an idea of the f~gureei f~r last year, 
I am enclosing a few examples of statistics collected during recent voyages and 
checked by myself with the off'iciallists established by the local authorities) 

_--<-· 

·it is absolutely necessary to supplement the supply of wheat by, substantial shipments 
of other foods, especially milk and dried vegetables. 

The functioning of the "children's soup-kitche~s", which are under my 
pel'sonal supervision, at Athens and the Piraeus (120 distributing centres), ; 
for two months, is proof that the foodstuffs sent by. the Red Cross do in fact 
reach those for whom they are intended. · · · 

The organization of certain other "soup-kitchens"; is .not yet altogether. 
perfect, and it is possible that a certain part of the food has goner to the "black market 11 • · . . .. 

. A very strict system of Supervision of these "soup-kitchens" :is to be 
instituted by the new "Food Management Committee" of .the International Red Cross, 

' and there is no doubt. bttt!th&t it uill be possible to d~ away ~,~,,.~l\ese abuses . ·. 
'.'··:·." · ·!:n .. t~e same_ way-~~ .. ~s .been done for the .canteens ,belong~ to ,tlie .fJ;r~"J;~:rp~nt_~oned categoq. · . . . 

'I 
The fear of· donore that foodstuffs sent to GreeCe are not distributed 

in accordance with their wishes and intentions are. qtlite without foundation• . • . - .· . - - "f ·-

As chief of the nohildren's Section" of the Managing Committee; .I 
undertake to be responsible for seeing that consignments forwarded for the 

. children or Greece will in fact 1,>e used for thoae of them who are in need J but . 
these supplies are very urgentJ.7 needed, and, as I aee it, only North and .South 
America would be in a position to send relief suffioientJ.7 substantial to save 
Greek ohUdren from famine. ' · • : · . 

I beg you to inform the American Red Cross, as well as the Red Cross . 
Societies of the different South American countries, of the. \u'gen07 of the need 
for relllft on a large scale tor the children of Greece. . · . • 

(signed) Dr~ F• de l'isch8r ·•· . . . i 
Seoretirf-beneral of the Swiss Red Cross , 



-·: .__ . - -. 

SUM'iAfiY Ol''<!,H •. C. CO.r\I'['fl::£13 ri:?Oii'J.' 01-i lil:~'l'RIBO'riOi< OF· itK.>lbi'' 

CBIO:::, &f,'-!OS Alii! '.F'Iltr-til•;._. (Rlid"OHT PRl!.PAf..::ErJ AU<iUS'l'191+2) 

I.R.c, Com:)!it.t.ee a!{.reed to l.he ,;uptrvif>ion by i;hcir Del-"g0t<r in TurKe:t,';;!, Ruy;1~nd::-:_:. 

Conr'Voisier, of divtribut.ion in t/Hs,.•.e Isll:mln of BU;;;)lies :oureil•·SBd :Ui ''tUrKey. tiith "Gh:~ek 

1~;nr il? ·. __ ~o_f 11 :·u~_-.rls. .r->rrr.~D1<;?(:-t_~1~~t.~ ~:·r7~~e- mud~- -~1-th 'l\ir-!.:it?h Gov{n·ri~nen_t ~?d -~-t~~-~l·~-~!~ -__ 1¥~~~~-~B;i;· -_. 

t):e Gree::, Iltici:.h and Lnerice.l) l!(,lbi:asi!oW :L'-1 Ar~ct.rH {'f}l'cwine. Deleg~_ti;t .was l,~ble> to siiCu:re 

four chance B:.:i'in;~ v:,ssels i:> ';ihich the- snp li0s \1,;:i·e trMrs~oortedJ,,:)the lslii.mi~,. 

TH~ I_BI.tl\J{D Of GHIOS: 'f·he -no)~~td:.o lc~ilded o_n Ju1le 17th·. Be_ w::~s giv~en 

the occupyi:-~g: .fOrces and Yfns -re-ceived- b:t the civil ~tnd ---ecclesL~i._stict-~1 E-.utl)ori~l~~s-~ 

l ei1gthy o:~:j.:scus.--·i~lu3 hf~ o~1tl.~iiH::\i" Pz-r:niss~ .. :oll, to G_i.strif~u~e _t~1-~ .foOd~~llff~~}~rcrt~s~::- __ T?---?~rr:)r 

ant the <listrimJtion c:nd .sup· rvision thr"'e ·st; :'J:<; of. thirty. Gre;e''s .w;;rc org~;nLecl·to work 

u:.der c. diAtributing Co:1111ittee, Chairman w&.s the J'.rchbisho-- of Chios who Cis Presic"ient of 

loc<"l Red Cross. The 2.00 tor:s of foonr.tuffs, C-''"istin([ of' \':, :ricot. t:er"n~: 70 tons, r·~isins 

50 tons, dried yrunHs 7 tqn~_, Ti8h: 2~: t::•rrG;_·-~·:.Eci i'ign ~:.nd h}j~·~Glrlt~t~_:~~i- ton_fi-_GH~_h-, wer~-i;~is~ 

tritntcd to 1,,000 per:;ons L the C, und 20,500 ;.>Gnons in tiie D und 1: cat.egori<os on 'pr<:r.!en.­

t;;tion of food cr;.rdcr, lJiHtribution 1'/HG .11.•:de L-. town of. Ghios <1r1d in th,o vilwi;fos including 

Jhose of neig)1borLig islands oi' Enotts,ce and p::;,,n.. Deleg:-•te~mc.de an iMtpeotion e-nd ·Wns 

·"satisfied with the 11ayin ">'ihich di:;<tribution >1-:s ,,ff~cted. Su:;p1i<.is ;vere ~;iVel1 first to 

the rno;.;t destitute, then t:• the hosph:·ls, The production o.f this is.Lnc ii; poor. Or. a 

lx;sfs of 260 grc.ms p•cr ,·~ay itn 70,000 inh.;;bit.,,nt.s wonld ro:.;uire n :Uihimum of A,SQQ tons of 

foodstuffs each y•::c:..r. Si~p~ M;:..y 1941 -bre£-td htu: cornpl~~t-el.y -_~itsappe:· .. Y.ed. due_- to ·cesst'..tion of·.---~ 

il.ll tl'f,.de with outdde, AJ.' staple fooris .;n:cept i"ish :irr<ci>t:lr;.•:f lackinf., Very occasion-

. ,,ny s:n.all r;,uantitios of fresh voget:>blss are dintributed. ' 

'I'I!E ISLJi};D OF SJ.\iOSI Deleg.·te was recdved by the l!etropr;>li"!;an of 8!!!;10S who is Pri'isident 

o.f locel Red Cros!l, and S<cW t.hu aut'1oriiAes of occup;~t.ion e~nd thos.:. of tho civil cd~.Unis­

tration. Distribution w;,.:3 co:nplic;,ted l.'or t.h«re wuo~ no lis·t of tho 'opul~itior'Li1nd no food 

Mrd syst.er:1, Rel.iei' CO'u·,\ittoe corwisted of the ;liet.l'opoliti,i1, ~it::.;ror, cJ;;nt.,,~c;r ofth0 _l'<:lnc;ue 

Agdcole <>nd ;;orne trr.del'me;.,, 'fhe 209 tons of foodstuffs w\n•e d:i,st;.ributeu ·f;r;c:titJ tln·;)ugh 

groceries to which HeeL Cro:"s oign w:cJ.s r..Ci'i::.ced. LF-ciic~s of tli~i ,is lund t!upel'Viseit ti;~ ;;ork 

and lists of ltppli<mnts while DeJ.ep.;d,eJ and ;1\~:··,.burs of GO"<i:•littee .;:>liide contitlUal roilnds;-of 

sur.>el:'vision. Ho:lpit.,,ls, chil·-rsn •s homes ''\ld oth·•r. hun<,.rlikrEri institu_tio.)l f)t:rticipated, •. 

Foodstuffs we-re ll.luo ~i!~pl'.tched to small .neighboring isli'.nd ofllicaria. A totriLof: ~9,569 

par&oil.S wnre b'enc..,fitted, 'l~'lree tons oi' supp1i.;s were lost by theft• Situt.t:i011, 't SHlhos 

is bettor th(>n ;.;t Chior; b1!CicU:Je of o. rich soil prc?ducing:whoat, fruit Met vegoi;Gb'l:es'; . In 

the pooror ·~uart<flrs, howcvf.,r, tho Deleg!'.te b'•camo n'~"'r"' :?f l;;ment;Jble plight of ttii> 'lt.ori<- · 

ing classes ar.d th.e l"c'c of an ar;siatf!n~e. · ' ' 

THJ<; ISLAND OF :J.'('l'It.EiD~I . 'rhe Delcgnte visited tho Inlan(i, bet:weon iJuly 8th i\nd lJ.th 1942.•~ . 

A. relief co:a:>tittee was ~·()l'<tled <"nd t,h~l dis~ribution, begihcti:lg with~. the in((iget)t. flildthe · -

hospital.<3 and d:tspensarJ.es W6s <;t once unoortalcen thr011gh int<3l"!!leqJ.m•,;r of grocu:ra · UJ•(lo_r 

mu•veillt,mce of trust\vorthy persons, Of the ·101., 5$1 inh:e~bitants, 741861' wo1'e founc\ tc{~ •·. 

be nucetwitoua and thnt nu:ilb•3r benefitted by the distribution ofappi'Old.l111<tely 5!! tons of 

b~mr,s, 6h toris of raisins, 19 tons of figs and 23 tons of fish• . E,xcept for thddistri,,.. 

bution of oil, the situation here is s<ulte as tJ.t. CM .. os~ ·. Tho I'Boupes P<.ipul&.i~es 11 wtiichh<id . 

been orgenil>,od for thQ benefit of oh1lcir6n nnd t,he .working ol\>~~es had grl),dU!!.ll.y (j~asad· • · 

for want Qf mr.ter-ials, Th(; hospitr.;l hore is n~w nnd W!)ll Ar,~a~p,iild but,lMkir:g in drugs·.· 

and Jnedioines. 
· > I · · · 

The I~R,C.C. Deleg<•te in 'l'url<:ey Will r=!rl.n in tottoh with Atneric~n arid Gr<lek llinb~ssies 

.and endeavor to effect ne)Y diotributions. The ne:ct. one due wc.s· th2.t. of 1,000 tons of 

flour bro,jght frolnHt,ifa to Smyrna in the s;s~· "Ha1lllren.u Aooounts of'lnter misSions. 

w1n· .ronovt. · · · · ·· 



. . AID TO GREECE , . 
(Since the,Fall o.f that. Ootintr.r) ··· 

In the sprin{{ of 1941 OVfmtS ;l'n (lre~oe moved with <h'arat\tic swtftn~ss •. · 
Oll.Apl'il 6 Hitlor deolE<-red w<;r 1m Gte.etie and Xougoslavia and». in spite of .. 
the heroic effort.~.! of tha dafending Armi!'.la1 .only twenty days latet•, April 
261 his soldieru entex·ed Atl•arli~o · · · 

Because it wns no longer possible to carry on a relief progrWii uridor 
tue termlllllld oonc11tiona requil·od by the Jted Croas, our rapreaeutatives . " 
wero Withdrawn from Graeoe, end the ships Ol).rrying i:nu.• oargomJ ¢£ l!l\lppli13,8 ,. 
for the rel,ief. of the Greek oivilian. populatio.n, since they ci:nild not en.;:. 
tor th& }'irae\la of,· find haven in Orote1 were ~ended ~tt. IN~a. tn the 
ab>Jcmoe of prElsaing naed for Greek refugee relief in Egpt and oa the r~ 
oom·~enili1tion of. the Amoricen Red Cross Representative ~t Cairo, these sup­
plies were diverted j,n part to the British Red Cross. The remainder were 
uaed to !!.id Greek rerug~ea in other parts o~ the diddle Eri~:~t, a.~ well as 
to moot l'olb.!' needLO ·in Middle Eastem terri tory where· the Anl•,riolm Red 
Oroae was still free to op11rate, Thie arrangement mat with the i'Ull ap­
proval of .the President of the Greek Red.Cross·and oi' tne·Gre8lc.M1n1at!li' 
of Mar1M aa well as that of the Greek Minister to the lfuited St.ntea. 

Becauae the Amar1oan Red Cross oum\ot ship food eupplies into ·ot1cup1oo 
territory without guarantee!J that it will be .used .<mly .for the relief Qf 
the loo14 populati.on, and btcaw~in order to fluparviae the di:lltt'1but1cn 
it is neQeaea.ry to h~:~ve Alller1c(l!l Red Cross representatives 1¥ithin tlle 
aountry, v11th freedom to act i'or the protflot.1()~ or the supp:l1eo, it haa not 
boon pc;ll1t~1bla. for tho Red Cross to aerid food.•t\U'fs to <b.'eeoe. · · 

A number of pl.tula .fox- Greek :relief lulve from time to time>been slven 
oondderation by the Red Cros.o but. have htid to be discarded as 'W\fe~is:lbJ.e. 
Navorthole$131 the American Red Croaa bn& been of service in· an. adviaot:r ·.·. 
c~pao1~1 and hro.a extended to <~tiler rel1oi' organizations the banofi~ •ot , 
only of' its expa:t'ieMo but o.lso tllll \160 of its faoU1tiea fox· pUrohase and'·· 
supply• 

.la l!lilVflral other W!LYB thfl Red Oroap hu ·~en able to bring direot ~ 
lief to the strlck!m people of Greece. ~ June l94l. an awangem.U.:t ltas •. · 
entered into for tho dal1v't~J.7 Qf 1QO tons 0t lWJt for t,be :reliei' of ~~ · · 
women. ®d ob:lldren in Er~trea;. with tb~ und,ratsnding .~~:!>· tb• ltaliaa l*t.··.· 
~rosa ,r9Uld. dolive_r an oquivnlwt amount ot · eupplieJ for relief ill (boeeoe, · 
Altbqugh th11!1 bai'Ci'£1Jl waa not oa:rded out til itlll entirety by thel:taliou 
since 12 tOM. o!' ld1k "" etQJ. undeli~red1 ~d although the oharge was made 
('bllt J'ot prOt•) tb,at th• Qerma,n authoriti'ee liwi seb,ed a por*" of the •h1p­
J;ent• it 1a ~t~ll tna. tbat c. <sonst~e,-(1.\ll.e ~~t ~t· .. sood w~•· *oo0111pl1shed 
'b,r. thitl ex®ans• of !'.lflpliea.; ·. ' · · ·. · · ·. ·· · · · ·· · .. · · · · .··· 

,1' ' • '-; • 



aupplies to: Greece wae: ourrted out in Ilac~gn;bal' 1)14 •. Certatn. Oi'c·~· fue~icai ·.··. 
supplies available. 1n Egypt having ll VliJ.Ue of t7,8)]; o t ware transferred .•· ; • .·.···•• ·. ·.· . 
thl'ough the Greek Red Cross :representat1'fe in Ca,il'Q ~a Turkey atid J!liu:\e & part. 
ot<~ sl!ipment of .t'b'e toni! of drugs that, wet-a aent to Greece and, dil\.~ributild· 
under the s.upel'Viaion of. tho ropreaentntivaa of the.It~ter*>.tivnuJ,; Red. Cross 
CQIIUJlittee. '!'his ~a followed by i;i ~ocond Sllipnumt of appl'l)ximntl!tlyeten t()nS 
o£ med1.cul 6UppliaB1 sent in Ml).rch of this yeur• · 

Of tl'le many plans for bringing relief t~ Greece submit ted .by other or­
ganilla,t~ons t~r. the oonsid,eration of .the Allleri(,lnil. Red. Oroeil.· a. few have baen 
productive of benef'it to the peoplo of (jraece~ Because it le not under the 
aame lilllitntions \'lith regard to shipments of supplies .1;0 enemy oaoupied ter­
ritory, the Greek Wnr Relief Aa~:~oci1itiou hne ba~n very sucoaas.t:ul in ita ~;~:r..,. 

. torts to furntah tdd to qreece. 'l'J,)wpol'o,rily cl~sohi·ding the ldea of a~dmg 
supplies from .America baonuae of the tilila and .riskii invo].vad, the Ass<ICiil~i®. 
arr~ged i'or u trruwfer of i'unds with. whioh to puroh!is~ i'oodstufftl'lilid~other. 
l!lat~:ri~a. 1n Turkey and Egypt. To try out the pl.S.n' the 13\11ll,of i3oo,®Q>wna " ·· 
sent.· to the .·United K:l.ngdOUl CoiAl!lei•oial. .. Corporntion,·a· non-:profit· finl.¢o1aJ.·... · 
llllit of the British Goverum(;nt, for thepurol1nso'i)ff~od to be shipPed ,a,~ 
a. Turkish vessel and distributed 'tly thQ Greek lled Cros.u unclsr the ~P@l.">- · 
vision. of tlle Internutional Red Cross Oouud,tte,a. · · 

. The veasel asdgned b;y the Turld,a,h. Govern,ment was. the. SS ~tuluu, wJ,th 
a oapa.oity of' about 1 1500 tone. Fi"io .tripa wol'$ mad$ batw.een October 15, 1941 
and Jtitiua.q 5; 1942, wi'l;h onrgoas consisting nU-,f.il:ly of b~s1 obiok-pa&e 
onions, egga, and aaltM finh, ll!ll01mt¥~g in all to 6,736 tOns Of' foodstuffs• 
Wheat Willi! not nvaila.ble fo1· pUl·ohnst,t in 'rurkey. Un~or.tunately, 9Jl bar sb;th 
trip the vesllel went aground in the Marnulrti Sao. !llld:·sm1k with tlilil enti-re Cl!.r­
go. Ronevor, a tJoaolJ.d vessel, tho as :Domlupina.r un,~ aubstitutod sboriJ¥:~er~ 
after 11nd has made two trips, catorying a totlll.of 21433 tone of supplies.' In . 
order to pro'l;eot the .distribution oi' these supplies we suggested a·stren~toing 
of the delegation o!' the Internation.nl Red Qross 0<!11Jru~ttee• 'and this was.d!»ie> . 
According tO· reports receiVed. the control ~at·. hill! been· .. establbhed is wcrk.iug 
aatisfe.otorU;y. · · · ··. · · · · · ·· 

1'he · 8uooess1'ul· diatdbutiqn of .tnt'lf!e supplJ.eu f;ol>l. 'l'urklo\y o:rt$k;d~ ho~.!l .•. 
that ~rger shipments might al!.!O bo safely sent, and· thel'efore th$ Red Cross 
attomptec! to arrange a shipment of wbent and alt!o a lilhlpn!im.t of druga·ror .•. ~ 
distr:l.wt:l.on in Gr!<leue. The pltm WM:l to piU~UhtuJo thO Ylheut in Tiar~ey, to lit··· 
repluoecl.la.ter by shipmontl\1 either fron1 pol·ts in the Miildl.e Enrat or. tl'l;lll the ·. . .• 
Utli'l;ed States an.d the drugs i9 l;lo dra'rin hom .. Ol.lr oupplia11 in Egypt. Thill pllln , 
~~~abandoned. beonuse of tho.impo&ti11?1~ity of f'urnil'.lhiJlg guar~tees 1('JJ: d.J.ivel')r 
of the 'retwn shipm;mts. · ' ·· · · ' · · ' ! 

Otl March l, 1942 a onbl,e ,a. rtce~~ ~0. rririo!lla~}. oi~edtat int'~~g 
us ~t a Sw.tdish vesllel ha"' bean ob,lrtere4 by. tl\e .$VtecJ11h lied Oro,s~. tor the, > 
tran•portti'tic;n . o±' prv.vi~:l.~, .f.'r9!ll Turkey. 'l'be .. vessel) ~harto1~od by' .the . $!fed \all·· · 
Red Oro•.IS was the 5;200 toO.· IIO~'ehip, f¥)•Hall.aron, 0a llfa~h 21, 1942, the . 
Joint Rel:l.•f OO<U~~~iJ!Ilion lntomtd ,UI b)~ 1 cablt~\~.(Ql'O~iJt't 2ll) ~at • the. l~ . · 
ttov:ernmeut "oulcl .,. ooapel1e4. to ·stop dellv~lintr ,rheat to ~~eo~ at the 8Dd of .. 
Maroh, thus oreatinl an urgent Med for \',Ott~. by April ti) nvold · t1. Ol'iS~t The 
Qocirniasim c!l.l.culated that 20t000 t011a of' wheat II!UJ'h be fO\Jild to cover the 



··requirements of the· oiYilian·. populati.~n:otAthE!ni> 
!t was ouggeBted by the Oomtid.s!li® th&.t li\.1 r.;.~!iiGt il:l oo·~l.lll.lllg,.th~l neoliaae.X'lr+·:;.-c,:..':_c··: 

permits fol' the purohal!e of 2:.000 tons of lentils 1t1 
of wheat !'rO!il . Egypt or A:n;,dd!l.j to be, 8\li:ppe-i on . thEi 

S."ladish Red Oroall was ready to plnoe ~t the di5poBnl 

.A copy of . this uable na.a aent ~' t}\a R\ld Gl"QSf.l to tile Sit':tl!l Depi1•tment 

for it.s infomat.iOJ1• A reply waa rl'lceiv&d, tbnt "the D!"pa.rtment ie.not able 

to puggest means by 'flldOtl f\u\da could be pl'01i'i.dl.'id from the Unitod Stat-es for 

nu-thar purcha!les 1~ tlie Neal' Yf.\\st. of reli~f ff!lpplitts f. or. Greece, lUilesa the 

Greek Wax- Reliei' Association shoUld ba in a position to provi!le additionv.:J.. 

.t'Utlds•" 
. ~ -

-- - . 

:Prior w this tillle the· Greek Wm.· llolief ADl1ociaUon he.d in:tormen ths · · .. 

Red 01•oa11 th6t they had received pBl'llliuuion to ah'l.p flour d1ro~tl.y ho!ll 
Am<>l'i.C4· to Gra,.oa and that a shipment of 21150 ~ona1 procured throuah-Lelld­

L&<.~>e was to louve on or nbout March l4 on th~ SWedish bcmt SS m.oilia. 

,ActU&lly, the vessel sailed· ·f.'rojn llt>w ·York on '.March 25 ·wi tb'. a •(largo ooneist­

ing of 2,300 t.ona of flour and 9·5 tone of medical aupplieu .o,oseiilblutl from 

Ooven;mu:ut puroh~:<aod itema the AmericM Red Oroas l1ad on hilndo 

On ll'6bl:<Uar.Y 24 the British Government,baU anuounood that a safe oond'iUlt 

fol· a ah1p (the as 1\ll.dmanso) cal'l'11Us I).;CaJ;'gO'Of whout to Grat)co, bud betm ... 

reoebed .frolll the German Govemment• .· Shorl¥1 . thereafter a .further annouD,c~ 

ment -.. as J.'!Wlo t;o the effect that by agreemt.ni with tho GroelcGovornrn®t the · 

BrltishQovel"Wl\tmt ~ad ~lao fin.anoed the. obll.rtering by the Swedish Red Crose 

of the SS . Halllll'•m to holp in . oar:~.'Y1ng relief for Gre~ae • . 'lt)e SS l~dilw.nso 

ax•dvGd a:t tl•e Pix-aeua. during March, .ii.nd 'th!J distribution <~f bro6l.d w~~~» begun· 

1.\lmout.imli\edla.tely, under the suporvifl1oncC~to'the~tamat1Ql\nl llo(lCr68e 

dllleg!itiim. ·· · - · · -

A cablo (135 1 dated May ~) from th& An!e~ioan n~d: ~s!lrepre~enttitive 
at Cabo givea tho .1'ollow1ng ini'orinution obtaixi~ from th:~) British Mtatiirbry· 

or 'l:radu, regarding th•1<!0 onrgoosa . . 

MRoliei' supplies i'roru Egypt, Pa:Loatino1 GJ'l'i_a.-6.900 tot\a wheat .deliver-, 

od to Greooe by. atelllilship Rtl.dll1UUBOJ l,Sl5·' ton• ·of i'lour l.of't. yosterow" .· 

~ Btureborg; 4,~00 tonp flour due to .l\]9.V& on Halloran. Llay 30 f.or . ··-.• 

Gncoe. Shipment frOill other a.roas' 61,o1li.a deliver&d relie1' aua;tpl.ioii 

#om klorioaJ Hallorml ~ar!:'ied supplifilll i't"'DD LiaboU. Nogotie.ti:ooe w11r~ . 

unda1• way in Swit.tl.;~rland for the use oi' OQnorc)so•>·' S1fifllll ohip betwe® Lisbon 

·and Grel;)ce. DOl4lup1nur whioh 1~epl.r~ooa ·iw:t!llullnow oarcytna aupplbu · ;; ·_· · 

!rom '.t'urk&y to Greaoe. .Blooli:Mo authori .. tiee ~at·Jil'eaent permit.~. · · · 

b1•ee.datut'f to entor Greece from ';i."ui'ket which 1& ooneider&d 'lliill:ln block;.. 

lilie·arell..•" ·· ···· · ,. 

A recent r~port. ·l'~oaived from the Xnte;i:niltioual ~ed Croas qorJU!li;l:.t~i•·. ·, 

plaoee tJle total· tonn~"o raoeiv~ b¥ the CO\Illllitt .. 'l'or Greek .relief at 2~~~'$ ·· 

t4me. Xt al.flo etates that llegott.ntions a:re 1ri prociess f()r tlle S$ aenero11j\i ~· 

sfl,il. £tOll Liaboa· to oa:r¥7 21000 toil!l ()£ wh~t,._W'ld t}la~.otb.or .~ip·e'. to. · .. aau.·.· 
fr~m Canada, are to oarry 151000 tma of wheat pGr raontJ:\1 The SS St~bortt.* 

·!-·. 



a Swed1fh Bbip, wfu. sail from Alexo.ndria wi-th 2.;o0Q t()UfJ Of' Y!heaf.~ ~~;& Q~ 
mit tee states that; 500 tonuif peas un on rO\lte to Gx'aeoe v1n th~ D&iub(. :find 
thl-itt in addit:L0111 the G$rm!lllS hr.tve promised to aupp1y;1S,OOO tans of Sotbian 
wheat, 6pOOO of which have paltaed thruugh .Venice <ln roitte to Grflsoo• · 

In additiotl to tho!le ~>l1ipman'~:> ol graii111Jld l~giYli.,u(tlle J'oint R~Hof 
OOllli!liseion reported en April 141 "It wna.£imuly poe!libl.e to bring about 
the transfer of one ru1llion Swiss Francs nefllded tc) bu,y thw taUk foodo~ the 
e:q;ortution of whi.ch h«d been uuthor:i.zod by the Fedex·ul Gov«nw.ent. This 
wuu donr; thanks to the interventien oi:' the /;m0l"imm Red Grosu. Purohuaing 
wtu; be:gun illlmcdiately, Md 20 ·t;o 30 tl•uck-loud!l of various food.pi•Qduc!;a 
will aboi·tly l"twe SwitzE·x·lHnd." Howove1·1 thli :r&po1·t conttilu.edl "In opite 
of these oonsigl'unnntt: nnd ot!:.al'& nol'l bo:!.ng oani~:;d by Uw Ra.J.l!lren ur:d .. · _ 
SioUia1 tho situation in Groeoe l'tlmains sei'ioUflJ th0 amount of wheat baing .. · 
brought by these t1'IO Bhipn and the lladtnanso .wUl not be encugh to tide over .· .. 
the population until the next hruveat. R.edoubled &fi'ol·'lu; must tlvaroi'ol'a be ;.> 

@ade to continua relief for thia count1•y ~·~~--

* A Rautor dispatch from Cairo dated May 2J1 published in the New York Times of 
Mny ?.4, reports a 11'l'he Swedish st8a1Jler Stu:r·e1JOrg loft Hrd.fa., Palost11.1e1 this 
morning for Pil•aeus, Greooe, carrying 1 1815 tons of flour for tho relief of 't!b.e 
GX'eek populf'.tion. Dilltl'ibution will be under the di1:ectio~ o.f tho Intomatiorisl. 
Red Cross. 

L\id tp ~~ai\igtl~§. 

Immediately after tho evMuution of Orew, thO!f B:r·iti11h Repa:tri'<1ti~ . 
Offioo roportod 1 1300 refuge11s ill ~(1;1pt of which appl·ol~1mi>.tel.r 500 'll'llJ'\} Greoka, 
The Offioe ostilnntEld th~tt thare<would be l.,ooo o:r 51000 more refw~ees v;1thin 
the ·!loxt month. or two. The BdtirJh Govemroent ~a. \il\dervtooo to hnvo gunran­
teed ·to·the Egyptian G~!El_!.'lllllent. that it would provlde te,m~iorar-y ·reliei' to 
aU %'6!ugeea Vlltil the;t" oould oo·-ovnmu<t.ed,; \'o de~>l .with thi~· pt·obl:exn, a . . 
Refugee Oomrnit.tee wua formed o.t Ooh•() undel• ·the pn.trdrw.ge of L!td)' Lumpsen; the 
flife .or the Britiah Alilbauaador. Supplioa of &n aotimated vil.lue of ;:!io).'e thGI1 · 
t2S1000 wore E\lloaat'lld to this Committe& by the /ullerioan Recfc;rosa. Lurse.al,.. 
looatione wero nl.ao. mode to the Greok Red. Cross :Cor use 1n refuglllG r¢liet'. · 
The Greek Orphono Home E\nd the Groelu:iivil1iln ,l:lollpi tula ln)re supplied in th• . 
ntlllle ot tho Greek. Red Oroes<. Plans \'l'erl!> l•apit\1¥ compht,ed to~ the shipment _ 
i'roai Beirut •. of foodot.u.t"fa ar,d ·blankets ·for :the r.alief · oi' Gi·e~k z·eJ."t<neoo. ill·.· · 
Turke;y. and 1n Paloatine, ·· · · ·· · 

ll,y the middle of' January 1942, Arae:rictm Red O~osa aup~iielll to be Utiod 
lo.rg$l)' for t'ae rel1of of rl'lf'uiJeea, werl't nll;o.anted throughout the fllideast 
aa followeu E1JYpt1 3,078 tonsJ East Afr1.0~At E.Titt'ea and Aby£1f31nta,. 31092 .tlinlf 
Syriu.t L•~m·, P&letat1ne mtd 'turkey• 21534 tcmi!J Oyrenl.\1cn1 !lQl tOl'liiJ Oy~' 
150 lba, A balance of 905 tone rtllntl.ined unall.ooated< I>iat.ribu,tlC*l in aU 
areas was being handlf!d thl'OI.Igh the Briti,eh .auihor.l'J)ies &nd/~ 04)0perat1ns 
a1enoies. · · · ·. · · · · · 

.• 



Ono of these· 11ooperating tl.i;Gndet~ w:a n atrong areek Oo.nmlitte~ ti:t lle1t'ut 8,rri.a, whel'!l 1n NovomllGl't 1941, :!.fllll'o:<.:l.ta~:tdy 7C'I.J l'•"fugeea hom Gi~t1~· then· Uvir.g in c colony t>.f:. Ain 8a1d were liUPPlier1 wtth cl()tl\eo, ltlwota, foodstui't'a1 IU'>d llm,Uoinqr. • By thl'l fcJ.lol'!ing month f.h~ r.umhl!>r of '<\t110k :.-ei'ugel!il) at ttti~ .· plo.co 1\n.d :tnc)'.''fiH;l<J{l to l,oop. Stlpplf'>;P.~ntaiy rv.ticne \¥!1),"11> also furnished j;o Grt~o~k l'l'fug£Yo" ill t;t".P.Ildt e.:. Al<?.;JpO o.nd;DI\lllnf.lr.ilS •. Tltf'Oflerl)fuge\'>1'.', most.:cy· womtm <~JI•i obll<il'tlll 'md nged p~r;)Oila, ht,d t~ilc;;ped tp Turkoy irt i.!m•,ill bolito and wore a.mt tOS;}'J:'i.a ii.VJodiatoly. 0Vl>l:" 21000 Greek rafugo9s in Oyprus a].so. bone.f.itsd from .ti.mericnn. RQd Gross ail).)pl:l.oo al.l,.,cnted tfu>ouah tha British' Fl!l­baSillY at Cab•o• 

,-· : . Ot1 April 21], 1942 the Alllortoan ~~h<'l.u;Jy ~Lt Allknra,; tidvie~d ·i;h.;t St.lte Dopal'tment tht-t .31 000 n$;t Gr.,olt r9!Ugeas bad. just nrrived ut <Jh(ISJila1 a 1\n:all v.illt~~e Oil thf) Tut<kil•h oos .. Gt, flcom Chio:J, 111ltu:rvinl.b M.stitute ~>~t\q 111. 11 The DGJ.w.x·tu.ant l'e.pol•tad t.he faot to the IlocF dross Md t.s a ranult 1~5 tons QS !cad­a Lui".fe frOili the .h~r:rioan Rot:\ Crrmo iltocka ut Duirltt !H~l'G tr11n!J£~·ed by 'II~ to · ftl<l<>t. th1e thi!<>r&<'l!l<JY !3itu,Ltic.1l. 'fhi> ·Brithh Mini1:1try_ or Stitta l&~$r re.p~>rteil · the numb!lr of rE>!'Ug$ell at CMg!\'ie as /,1200; ,many of;whom W!i>;l'G looded intd a•, nh1.p li:>l:' N;lium to Gr!.'l<>ce:. but the Ge.r:;;.m: al,lthoritias wotud· not aooept them .. en "'"B!JEI <lind th••Y \V<ll'<~ l';rtur;u,;d to Cheuue,, wheN the .'l~urkiah Ck>Vi'lrilmt<Jlt al-­lo·.¥ed t.hom to t•er.tain und~l' a suarantoa by tho Br.itish· to teed and avont~~ wuou&.to t.hem. The plail.s of tna Min.illt:cy of S'W.te were to l'elllove th0m in lilllmll boats to n&urb;y Clrul!k ialands and i'ec;d tl~em as pai-t of t,he G%'$Gk r$l.1ef program. · 
In lt\&roh 1941 it. 11aa dooid~ tQe;avido the UllaJ.looAttld llmQ'rtean Red Crpaa jupplis::~ hcld nt Cni:ro. · An ~g~].. ot rtrst. ohni!l(l wnll mc.de to the lh"llek lterl O:ro:'la . for Gri!l!f~ t;hHcirtltl ~l}d other MNdla Fast relief ·.•ork1 and, .· .:t\heyrl'lqueGted and rooeivedl 85 d:i'Wi)~li!,~i' ;dry milk~ 300 bats of. be~.ns, l~?()Q bngl'l of flour;. !Uld conBidernble Q\ta:ltit;iea 'Gf,,.o;lc)th1ng, drugo; and J~Wdioai.l. sup'pliee. · · · · ·. · · · · 

,. 'l'he Ileil'Ut Oom:ni tteo nloo 1'1\lceived ni~e!l.bl<J ·. qull.Qti t1o$ ot Arul,lr:J.cbl'l Red Croas supplioa for Greok ohUdren. Tlur remainde1· ot the untllloon.ted ... supplies wera trnn11~ted by the Brl.tish.m1l1taey authoriti.Eia to Tellran ror Polish reliot tn u~tb~rn Ruaaia. 

~A~ion Q.f Qrg!cl$ Ohi!.ti!.!& 
on ·Decfllaber ~~ 1941 the Ar.1eriol.ri Red' ~ros:.~ Ile~l'GSa~te.tive at <l!id.ro .· . " wse itivitort to ll.ttonQ. t~ coating o'! l't~prouwt'W.tivea of the Gr~1aki P.oo Crose1 th& Brit1ah !Wllbutmy tllld the llritial1 M:initttl'Y o£ St.atl), to disouae the potH.!Jb1,:!..1tq ~ of evtulUI<ting 40,000 l.b·~ek ohUdron to South :Afrioa, tho M1ddlo l£allt1 India{ and poeuibly the tmited States. .. 

Mcordiutr t9. tho plana llisuuso~d, . tht~ o~llCU~i;ion V!~uld ba o:rga»1~od .. }V the :tntenw.tion~ klro OrO.llll Connitteeo ~iJiojl' lAp to. the • Of tour to- . get.ber.·rtitb t.hoir lllothero, .and ch.ildren up to' the ago Of lJ trWld be soloot(\(1~ ~lintioJ~G Of roafe O~.cl~Ot,tro\L!.d be ,BilOI,lrGd i'iroln. thO ~igerant Govol.'l\l!\GlltSr . 0~~ Qld; l'&tum of tho ~vaountod ohi:ldX'\$1 aild .liuyl;l1ers to Grcllo& following the · . - . . .- . \. .·. ·.• . 



oessat:I.Oil pf host:l,lities ·would be· euax-anteed by·· the ·British Go~m~ent •. ·· ao- .. · 
Operation for the Care Of the children Woulq b!l. SCOured, posiJil\cy Under ~e 
.British Central Social Welfar~ Conillli ttee, .from the I!lterrvitit:'IIhl Red • Cross 
Cozamittee, the Greek Red _Cross, the American Rad Cross tind others. A pltlll 
envisaging plac&ment in foste,r homes, analogous to the J:trit.:l.~ air raid ev­
acuation plc'Ogrwn1 would be adopted• under idiioh children would be placed With 
Greek i'amilies so far aa possible mid newly arriv® cliUdrftl1wo1Ud be given 
shelter care, · · · - · 

Lengthy negotiations regarding thiS plan huve since been oar:r1ed on but 
apparently no children have u yet been evacuut~·- The Italian Government h&s 
agreed to the eVMUII.tion of Greek children to Egypt, bUt not b9yond, ·At a 
meet!Dg of the OouncU ot' Patrons, held on May 121 the Ji;gyptian GOvemment 
stated 'that 51000 rei'ugee children would be allowed to relliaiD 1n Egypt tor'the 
duration, Approval. bad previous~ been given for an additional J,OOO children 
to reliiL\in in tranai t in Egypt if and whflll the belligerent Governments approve _-. 
the plan wheretv the children would. be llloved · Ctl to S~th Africa and other pciiDts · 
o£ the British l!lApire. , 

At the time this meetiDg was held th!l Br1tiah Gov6:rnrllent bad o.vdlabl$ 
two ships which would require tourteflll days to be . put into cond1 tion to bring 
31000 evacuee chUdrflll to Egypt as soon as th• International Red Cross CODI"-
1111ttee advises that the children have beflll selected and are ready for remov&). 
Camp !lOCOJlllllOdations were baing completed for the- care. or J,ooo children at 
Moses WeU Ctl the Red Sea. . . . ;: 

The American Red. Croea representative at Oa1l•o baa .I'eported that the 
Egyptian authorities were greutly pleased with the American Red Crose_ su~ 
plies which were handed over to the Greek Red Cross· for utilization in con-
nection with thill project. · · · · · · 

A co.blegralll dated Ma,y :.!6 hao been roooiv•;d f~ the American fted '> 

Crose Representative at Cairo 1D which he tells or a visit to th~t Mosoa l~&l.l, 
Clllilp """ the Red Sea near Suoa.u He reports .that the oawp- is nearing COJilo,o 
plotion in anticipation_ of the arr1v8l of 3iOOO Greek children. · · · .. 

. . . - . . 

Meanwhile, the American Red Oroas has. nrriUlged for the tnnafer of . . . · 
twelve tons or milk from eupplies at Beirut, to be 'consigned to the Intemnt:Lonu 
Red Cross Committaa, for the use of these cbUdrea untU auoh_ tilll~:~ as the _ar-
raug8¢.enta for their evaouation buve beon completed. · ', 

July l, 1942 · Van Aradnle 'J.Umor 
· Special ABs:Latant .· ___ _ . 
· Ini!Ulur and Fo:r~ign Operations 

-----' -·----~-~--------'-------



.I.JiiERIC,All 

• AID TO GREECE 
(shicie thli' }''all of that· Country) 

In the spring of 1941 events in Greece moved with ~lraml{titl.~wiftiiess< 
On li!n'il 6 Hitler dechred war on Greece. !ind Yougoslavia arid) ·in ~;:;i te of 
the heroic er:·orts of the defEl)'ldint; Armit,s, o1ily tw£•nty days Lter, April 
:>6, his soldiersentereti Athens~. 

Be.causa it .wa.s no longer possible to cll.rry on a relief program under 
the terrus und coilditions required by the Ilod Gross, our repre2entati'1'es 
~rare withdrawn from·Greece, s.nd the ships.carryirig.our.cargoes.of supplies 
for the relief of the Greek civilian popult\tion, since ~he;)' could not en._ 
ter the Pinwus or. find haven in Crete, were tmloaded at Su~z. In the. 
<·.bsence of pressing need for Greek refugee relief 111 Egypt and on the I'e-

,.~ commande.tion of 1'h&- ii.mer_ican ROO Cross K~px~epentative--at_ Cairo, tb~se- -sup­
pLies ><ere diverted iil part to the British Red Grof)s •. The remuind6r were.· 
used to aid Greek refugees in other 1-'arts of the Middle f;1>st, us well. ns 
to meet 1·elief needs in l;iiddle Eo stern tl~rri tory where the .American Hed 
Cross. was still free to operate. This ~:n'rimger,;1ent met ;·;tth the 'full ep;­
proval of the President of the Greek Red Cross and of 'the Greek ~Htii13ter 
of thrine as well as thut of the Greek i•!inister to the United ·Stl>tes. 

Because the American I\ed Cross caru19t ship food supplies into occupied 
territory without guurantees th&.t it will be used only for the· relief of 
the local popula.tion, and because in order to su}Jt>rvise the distl'ibutton 
it is neoesfn,ry to have Ali1erioan !ted Cross 1'\lp:<&eentatives within· the · 
oountry,with freedom to ~:<ct for the protection of the liiUpplies, it has not 
been possible for the R.;Jd Crose to send foodstuffs to G:r;eece• · 

1\ number of plana for Greek relief have from time to time he en giv'eil.· 
consideration by the Red Cross but have had to be discarded as unfeasible• 
Nevertheless, the American Hod Crosshtts been of serVice in firi advisory 
capacity, and h<\s extended to other relief organiza~ions the h~'J1efit not 
only of ~~r· experHmce btit also the· use ·of 'i~ .fe.ciliti~a for purchase urid. 
supply. · · · · ,. · · 

In several other ways· the Had Cross has been able to bring dhe'ct re- • 
lief to tl1,.. st1·1cken peopl.e of. Greece:. In Jw1e 1941 uri arr&ngement was '.· 
entered into for the deli,very of 100 tons. of milk for the' relief. of Ite.liail 
~i;»iien!'fiiid.children in Eritrea, wlth the underst!mdiilg that theitali~iri Red 
Croaa would deliver an equivalent amount of supplies for relief in·Greece~ 
Although this bargain was not carried out ill its ontirety by the 'Ital:i.ans 
uiuoe 12 tons of milk r.re still undeli vered• and although the charge was 

1 
meid~ .. 

(but not proven) that; the Garman .authorities .had ~:~ehed a portion <?f ·the' ship-
ment, .it ifl still true thd a considerable emciunt of gocd wao accomplished · 
by this exchange of .supplies. 

Another transaction r•••'""'\ ln 

\ 
- \ 

'tp.c delivery of Am<•rican Red. cross 



.. - ~ -. · .. 

supplies'ctO Gr-eece I'I'&S carried out :l.n December 1.941~ . aertttln of:our raedicai 
suppll"'a avail&bl<;J in E!!Ypt having a value of' S7,8.3l. ~ <Yei·e t:!'aria.ferreil. · · ..•.. · .·•· ... · 
through the Greek Red CroEJil representative in Cail'o to 'Iurkey arid ll'iMd io ..,_,..,!-:c."':.. fc~ 

j1c shipment of five tons of drugs that were s.ent to Gr<Yeoe dnd distrJ,but.ed • .•... 
{) undar the sup"rvision of the representatives of the International Red Cross . • 

CommiT. tee. This was followed by a second ship111ent of' approJ<:i<ilately ten tons .. 
of medical supplies, aetit in Murch of this year~· · · ·· · 

Of the many plnns for bringing relief to Greece submitted by other or­
ganil.ations for the consideration of the.J\merican Hed Crosse. few h!lVe bf.'en 
productive of benefit to the people of Gre.:ce. Because it 1B not und~r the 
same ·limitations ;;ith regard to shipu1ents of supplies·fo enemy oecuiJied ter-­
ritor,y, th~;~ GreekWar Relief Association has been:very :mcc asful in ita ef­
forts to furnish aid to Greece. Temporarily discarding the1 idea of sending 0 • 

S\lpJ.!lies from t,merica because of the ti;ae and risks involved, the Assooi<:\tion 
arranged for a transper of funds with which to purchac;o foodstuffs and other · 
materials in Til$key and Egypt. To try out the plan' the sura of S!-Joo,ooo ~i..s· . 
sent to the United Kingdom Cor.mwrcial Corpo1·ation, <\ non-'pi•ofit fini:'JJcial 
unit of the British Government, for the purcha-se of food to be shipped in 
v. 'Ihluish vesael and distributed by the Greek P.ed ·Cross under the aup«r-
visfon of the International Red Croso Committee. · 

'£he vessel <.flfligned by the Turkish Goverinaent wus. the SS Kurtulus, tlith 
a capacity of about 1 1 500 tons. Five. tripiJ w·fll'ecroade.betl'!'een October 15~ 1',11•1 
and January 5, 1942, tdiih cargoea conaiati1ig mainly of beans, chick-peas 
onions, eggs, and salted fish, runowiting in all 'to 6

1
736 tons of foodstuffl.'l. 

WhEiat mts not availo.ble for purchaae it1 Turkey. Unfortuimtely~on her sixth 
trip the vessel went !!.ground in ··the M;cr.n«ra Sea a1id siink 1rith the entire car~ 
go. Hor1ever, a second vesM1l1 th.e SS Domlupinar. was substittitw ,shortl;Y there­
after nnd bas mude two triiia, carry:!ng a ·to.wi qf 2

1
413 tons of supplies. In : 

order to protect the distribution of. these supp .. ies we suggested fi strengthening co •. 
of tJ,e delegation of the Intemational Hed C1·oss Colll!Jiittee; rnd this was done. · 
According to reports received the control,that has been. established is working 

·· satisfaetorily. · · : ·... . · .. · · · .. · ·.. ": · 

The successful distribution of. these supplies t:rom ''lurk!iy offered hope 
that larger ship<aents might· also be saf.aly sent, .. and ·therefor" the H~ Cross. 
utteu1pted to u:rrange a ship1nent of wheat und also a shipr:ient of drugs io.,. c 
distribution in Greece~ The pltm W!\S to purchase ·the U.hei1t in Turkey, to'·1Je 
l'eplaced later by shipments uither from ports in the Middle EMJt or fi·om the 
United States and the drugs to be. draWri from our supplies i,n Egypt. · ',('his plan ... 
wua ubandoned because of the impossibility:' of furnishing guilra11tees. for deUvery 
of the return shipments., · · · · · · · 

On March l, 194? ~ cable w~s received from Prince K;wJi of Sweden i~form;!.ng 
us that a Swedish ~ had been chartered by th¢ Swedish l\ed Cross for. the · 
transportation r,>f provisions trout Tul;'}(ey lln~~t,.#olt·•·· · 
6,000'ten~ were available for us the 'Ciljttve:cy:J!f-ifliPpj;tOii from. . .·. 
Am.e:rica. In a:ilswer ~-th!L Cha · · ~W~!ltce Karl that · the 

?.~..__;, United S~ates had alrea<Ji ~~ t l tt. 11th·:·® .. t·V 6.l'llltl·.· .··· e~.· ... ~ .. " .. CO.nl.)ur .. rene· e. · .. : wi~h a_ P~ish Government li previouliN- aubmitte~€_weden •.. · 
}~ involvas the sending of foodstuff on.Swedi~sterunerj,from ti''n~b.er 

xr~ , . ::fo& \ . 



iei'--4&-the-~·rtlil"&-'e-1:-tai-s-~fllllfin.:t;:1....ctM-E-r-i.ti$h-Go.'v.arnnJll>~--a~ . 
Uf)1;UlCetl -on·· '1\'ebrumy·-2-4:-· that--a:-safe ·-dondudt--fer:-'l'\- · ~ship (·the···BS-IlaEiHI&neo)- carry'­
ing " cargo of whe:.t to Grecece,lwd been reoe:iv.'ed from the Gertum Governntf\nt.; 
Shortly thereafter u further ililhcuncelllent wi•s 1nade to th!) effec~ th(lt by agri,<~~+· 
ment with· the Greek Governrlont the •British Government hr•d also financed the 
chartering by the Swedish Rod Cross of the SS Hallaren· to. help in carrying 

. '- ~,; relief for Greece.A . . 

A cable (135, dated May :21.) from tl1e Aa\erican Red Cross representai;ive 
at Cairo gives the following information obtained from thll British 'llin;!.stry 
of Trade, regarding thes.e cc.rgoest 

'%~lief supplies frora.Egy<.Jt, Palestine; S-y:tia-....;6,900 tons ·i)'heat deliv{r­
ed to Greece by ataalliahi;J Radmanso;. 1;815 tons of flour left yesterday 
on Sture borg;· 4, 500 tons flour due to leiwo on· Hallqran May 30 for 
Greece. Shipment from other. '>.reas: Sicilia delivered relief IJUQpliea 
from America; Hallorrul carried supplies front Lisbon. NegotlE,tions were . 
under ~:&.y in· Switzerland for the use qf .Genoroso:. S71iss ship betneen Lisbon 
and Greeee. Domlupin;"-r which replaced Kurtultis now iiarrying supplies · 
from Turkey to Greece. Blockade tt-athorities at present permit 011ly 
brendstui'f to enter Greece from Turkey which is considered witllin block:-' 

·A ;ece~t re'->ort 'J'ocoived fri.'m the Int~mational Red Cross Committe~· 
place __ s the tot!d to_ nnugo r_·aceivcd by th_o. Comm __ .itt_ a_e fo_ r Gre'ak .relief at ::2,_958_· 

I . . . . - . 
tons. It also st1•tas that negotiations. nre in·.process for the SS Generoso to. 
nail from Liabon to carry 21 000 tons of wheLt, and that oth.er ships1 to sal.l 
from Ctlnada, al'e to carry 15,000 tons of liheat per month, · '111e SS · Stuieborg,*, 
a Swedish ship, will soil from Ale7.andria with 21000 tons of- whei•t •. The: COl!l­
mittee states tbat.500 toni'J of peas ure en route to Greece via the, Danube and 
that, in addition, the .Ge1.·man.s huve proiniaed to supply 181 0{)0 tons 9f Ser~>ian 
wheat, 6~cOOO of wliich have passed through Venice en route tt;J Gree.oe• 

lc~~~:_{{j~_) ,_.ti· is avid.~ thnt/.th~~ _'?.t-allnculi,,iuS.!J!I!!OUJ1tab}~:~f;ic~~-!l_. .· 
. gr!la.t a '1!11B 115een "aQ.coruplishe~ tomrd amel1ora.£3:n~}(e qiilt!<esefng &,n.,.. 

ditions xis\ing in Greece. · ·· · · . 

* . .. . ' . ·• .· .. ·. ·:.; . .'·.: . . • · .. 
AUetitex· dispatch from Cairo d~ted Ma;y 2:3, publiohed .in the NowYork·'l'hiee'of 
May 241 reports a "The Swedish stearual,' St\U'eborg left Haif{;;,· ,Palestine• this 
morning for Piraeus1 Greece, carrying .1;815 tons of floiir for the-relief of. the 
Gre!!lk population. Distribution will be under the direction of the. Int,erna~ional 
Red Crose. 
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Aid to Refugees 

Iowedir.tely td'tef the cvo.cu&tion of G:rei;e, O.ffice , . ._,=;orted 1,860 :rerugees in Egypt of which api<l'o:d~-:t>tely ;;oo~rel.·~> Greeks. Thfr Office uf;tili:s.tcd. that there would be. 4 1 000 or 51 00G rr:ore refugees. F.ithin · the next :;.onth or two. ··'Ihe. f.ritish Gove:rnment is unden;tood to have, gunr<in-:­terid to the Rgyptiun Governn;ent that it would provide tE;;"1~0rl,ry relief to <•ll refugees ur.til they C<,luld he evacuated •. To <ie£;1 with this p:robla:n, !! Refug<•e Co~Jmi t teo wdr formed n t Caire under. the ;:''·'· tron!ige · of Lady. La.mpson, the 1dfe of the BritiiJh Ambassador. Supplies of an estimated vahw of more than. $25,000 were allocated to this Committee by theA:nericlln Red Gi·osa. 'I.arge}.1.t-7 loeat.ione. wore r,lso ~ltdte tc tho Greek R&d CrOf!S for use in l'ef'ugee relief.· The Greek 6r,1hans HorJe and tho Greek civilian hoflt•itlllB ¥<ere 1\upplied in the nMne of 'the Greek Hed Cross• P]_u:us uere rapidly col.\p.:otei:l for the shipnfont from Beirut of foodstuffs e.r.d ble.nkets for the r~;lief of Greek refugees in Tur~ey !tnd_in P~~osti~a• 

By the middln of J&.UUr.il'Y 1942, .American Red Cross suppl.ieu to be used, lart:eiy for the relief of refugec~r, were allocated throughout the Mi.;lea!!t &.S folloWS! l£gypt, J,07B tons; E~.st ili'r·ica, r;ritroa illld 1ibys.s1nin, 3;092 tons; Syric,, Lebanon, Pu.lestin6 lilld Turkey, 2,531, tons; Gyr€·u6.ica,. )01 tons; Cypl'l.ls, 150 lbs. A. balance of 905 tom; re:;.aincd \UlE<llbc<ited. Dis'trioution in: fill li: c.re&s 'fl&s being bandlt>d through the 1'ritish c..uthoritif>S ci-Jd/oi· cooperat.ing agencies. 
t 

One of these cooperating agencies was a r>trongGreek Conimitt.ee.at Beirut Syrh•, whtn o in Noval!Jber 1941 approxi1ontely 700 refugees fro~ (lroece thon liv­ing in l~oiony !\t Ain Sa:id were ElUppliGd wHh .clothee, ,l.Jlruiketn; foodstuffs, and medicines. Dy t.he following ruonth ·.the m:u11ber. of .Greek refugt1es ;;t this pihce. had increased to l,ooo. Supplementary rations we'i:e also. furnished, to Gr'eelt. refugees in trttns,it at Aleppo and Dam~scua. These, refugees, mo:;tl:y .· l'iomcn lthd children «rtd <<ged persons, h6.d Ell'C!:'i"'d to· TUl·koy ir1s,r"all boats· . and were sent to Syria imm.,di~tely. Over 2,000 Grcek'refugee~:;cin Cyprus nlso.,. .o---7,. ber1afited from Americnrl Red Cros.s supplies allocated through the British Em'- , , baasy at Cairo. 

I On April 291 1942 the American Embassy ,at Ankara >.;.~iyised the Stftt~ ,' ,'· ,, Department that 3,000 newnreek rfl.f'ugees had jus'!; arrived at Chc~;me1' F, sr~all village on tl;e Turkish ooa:St, from Chios,. 11stCil'Yitl!rt destitute and ill.•". Tl!e Dept.rtment reported the fact. to the Red Cross and 1 ar;~.u l'esult 45 tons of·food-· (~ stl.iffa froiD the American Hed Cross .atockoat Ileirot were transferred by ~ea to m''et tM:a emergency situation. The British Ministry of State later reported · the number. of re.f'ugeeli at Chesme as 412001 many of whom were loaded· into a' ship for return to Greece, but the Ge1·man authorities would not accept .them en OIP..el!e ru1d they were returned to ChesmeJ where the '1'urldsh Goverhment al .. lowed them to remidn under a gu!\l:'t>nteo by the British to f~od mid eventull.Lcy evucunte them. Tho plane of :t.he Millistry of' State Wel'e to remove them 1D small boats to nearby Greek isl!Ulda ru1d feed· thetn sa· l'art of' the Gr.eek relief 
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program•-

In March 1942 it was decided todivide 
Cross supplies held at Cairo. An offer of 
Greek Red Cross for. Greek children ·!Uld othel' 
they requested lind receiv.edl 85 drums of dey 
bags of flour, ·and. c.ons:l.derable . 
suppii«s. 

The fieirut.Committee also received sizeable G:unntities of . .American 
Red Cross supplies for Greek children. The relltainder of the unallocated 
suppliea were transported by the. British .Uittiry g.uthorities to Tehran for 
Polish l'eliE•f in southern Rusaia. ··· 

Evactiatiort of Greek Childr§n 

On December 24, 194l the American f.ed Cross ~epreaentative at Cairo 
vn,s invited to attend a meeting of representatives of the. Greek Red Cross, the 
British El\lbt.ssy and the British Ministry of State, to discuss the possibility 
of evacuating 401 000 Greek children to South A!"riea, the Mlddle Jl:;r.st, India, 
and possibly the United~ States. · 

According. to 'the plans discussed, the evacuation would 1le organized 
by the Intern~tional Red Cross Comaittee. Babies up to the age of four·to~ 
gather with their ~tothers, and ohildl'en up to the age of 1) would be selected. 
Guarantees of safe conduct would be secured from the belligerent Governments • 

.J!aro ar.d return of the ovscu!l.ted children Md mothers to Greece following. the 
cessation of hostilities would be gtlli~I'anteed by t,he British' Government~ Co­
operation for the care of the children would be secUred, ponaibly u.p.der the 
British q;,ntral Social WelftAre Committee, fror.~ the, International Had Cross 
Committee, the Greek Hod Cross, the American Red .Cross· and others.: ·A pl~ . , 
envisaging placement in foster h~m.ess, snalogous to the British t•ff, raid ev'- . 
t<cuation program, would be ndopted, under which 'childt'ilil lfould: be placM with 
Greek families so far as possible limd newly al·i·ived children .w.ouid be. giv:en · 
shelter care. · .. ;: <: ·-_ '··~: ; 

Lengthy negotiations regarding this plan h&v~ 'sine~ been il~1'ried or( bUt 
apparently no children lvNe ll s yet been ovacua ted. The Italian Govornr.wtlt hus 
ng:•eed to the evacuation of Greek children to Egypt, but 'not beyond. At a' 
meeting of the CoimcU of Patroils1 held. ori May 121 the Egyptian Govenunent 
stated that 5,000 I"fi!fugee children would be allowed to reJ3ain in, l~gyptfor the, 
duration. Approval b;;d previouszy beek given for an addltional 31 000 children 
to I'emain in. transit in Egypt if e.nd when~~. the belligerent Governments ittpprove 
tho plan whereby the children would be moved on .to South Africa ~ltd other p(lints 
of the. British Fmpire. · · · · 

At the time this meeting was h~d the BritishGovernmenthnd availabi• 
two ships which wo~d require fourteen days to be put into ~Jond'itton. to bring 
3t9.QQrJm;acuoa children to Egypt f1S 'soon 11.s the Interna:t;iona.l Red Cross Com- . 
mittea advises that the ohlldl'en have been selected and are ready for re:novii,l 
Camp accommodations were being cOI!Ipleted f'or the care of J,ooo children ut 
·rt?xii'G~ :" .... j~ . . 



Moaea Well on ·!;he Red Sea. 

Tho:~ Amar1can Red Cross llepresentative at Cairohas reported tht,t>the · 
Egyptian authorities were greatly pleased with .the American Rmi Cross suP­
plies which were handed over to the Greek Red CroFa for utilization iii. oon.;. 
naction with this project. · · 

A cablegram dated May 26 has~ been raceived from the Jimerior.n Red 
Cross Representative at Cairo in which he tell& or a visit to thee. Moses Well 
camp 0 o.n the Red Sea near SUez." He reports thnt the camp is nearing 
pletioli. in anticipation oftlie arrival, of 31000 Greek ·~hildren. 

/ The .cablegram. Eilso .c~tains .ini'. o.rrv .. atioy.' q.ua li .. ·FY. ing iJ.l: s·.ome.· merrsur .. e.~,( . 
/ additig to the contents of ;t~is report. Fro)lf the. Officer j.n control of the; 

SS Holloran which recent took BUP.!~lies f:Jom Lisbon to .Greece; and left Athens 
em Mt~y 4, the Represen tive learned thY!/ the wheat fro:i the SS Radi.~t,so· ;{ad · 

i .. · been converted into f ur but wue still /mdistributed,jpendini'injY'tt:uo?·'ons 
, from the Geneva offi of the Intern~t 6nal Red Gross/COl!!Jllittee. /The. fficer 

· estimat·e. d that .reJ .. i . cupplies fr.oli! ' k.ey hrmtg.ht. ~'.l· tho SS Do,1iu.p.:i.n9'r an.· d 
\ SfJ Kurtulus total ly about 8,000 to s. These B':\lj.fl!.les were consigl)bd to the 
.
1
1 Internntional Red ross Committee an are being q&;tributed tl)fough 

1
the Greek 

I .Red Cross to son"E ki tcheus, Accord· g to the .O .. f'fJ.c*lr, t. here .ar .. e.· .. di.lt. crepa.:nciee 
between tho nu:n er of meals report d serYed by ·Y,i~ Greek Req/cross<}i.lld tho 
number 1•eport_e9 by the general pu ic receivin.,. the meals. /It is Jndicl!ted 

j that the Gree;r, Red Gross, whose anagement inc ud~e • :uany Gyl'verm~e~lt off'iciulsl 
/ ~.<re receivinglurger quantities f supplies t !l.ll M·e actu~Lcydisftributed to 
'·"~., . the needy an(f thli'. t some. of t.he~ supplies. n:r . being .. sold. p.n .... tl.la j'black···. m .. a. r ... ket .. ".· n 

parontly, again according to; the Officer,· he Interna.t:!{onal Re~ Oro13s .COIIl'<o. . 

. tt·e .• e h·. as ve. cy li. ttle·.··. o .. ontr.~o mrer t. he di. s rib.utio. n.· • Gfe. d ... in ... g. e ' .•. i.· s.ap.·p~;.rent.·l.y.· ·. I e only ntamational Hed C oas Represent tive from Gmjeva, th .other three1 · 
:l.ncludin Brunnell, of' the N atle Company, are Swiss ~l;[chanta. Oreece. The 

j Officer ta.tad that reports ·of German nei m·e ~)i' auppl es are .· f'Qunded. , Uow- . 

\ . . · .. he Officer :fUrther /reported that eliei' suppJ.illl brought to Gre!'ce h<;ve 

( 
... 

·b. a.e·n. · s.·t.·ri·bu· t.ed only in.fth.ens. a·n·d·· Pir~sus1 .1·tl·.~.o.re. "·.··0 .to./~5.·0·i}~!tJ.e·a .. t ..• h ..•. s .•.. o .... o •. c.ur· .. ·. do.ily from hunger e.nd d~:eaaes, but tha there is e.li great istrea::; -in ·-~he 
· ialan s Md other ruainl d nre!ls. Only ory lilll:ited supplies are 4vailable 
thro~ h ra.tions at three to five. times.· eir former • oet; and ble~ck 11Jiirl.<et" · 

. pu.rcb'ases are mt\de at 8 to 100 times th fol•mer pri ee. The Officer esti-
\ inr.'te.p thrit 20,0. 0·.0 to 30'1000 tons .. of supplies 11r. e nee. ~d ;::onth:1J¥>.to. bring ef'·-.· .. ··, 
( i'octivo relief to Greece, and thnt a atronge1· control of dif)tribj,ltion is neces.- ·. 
\ aury. 

'ian A~'h,~er 
Special Assis.tant · . 
Illaulsr and·Foreign OJleration~t 



if. 
("';o The vessel charter~d by the 

ship, ss Hallaren. On. March 21, 1942'the Joint Relief 

us by. cable (Croixmi.Xt 211) that the Italian Goveriunent 

to stop delivering wheat to Greece at the end of March~ 
< - -·· - ·-

urgent need for action b,t April to avoid a crisis. The. Conmi:i.ssion calcUlated 

that 207000 tons of wheat must be found to cover the }equi;rement~ ;of the 

civilian population of Athens until the end of Jhne. ··It 'Was :~uggested by' 

·'!' the Conmiission that we assist in obtaining the necessary. permits for the 

pUrchase of 2,000 tons of lentils in Syria and.20~000 tons of wheat £rom 

Egypt or America, to be shipped on the SS Hallaren which the Swedish Red 

Cross was ready to place at the disposal of the ,Conmiission •. 
. , . 

A copy of this cable was sent by the R.;dCross to' the Sta:te·Department 
- ' ~- . - --_ . . ' - ' -. ' 

for its information. A reply was received that ''the D~partmerit is not able·· 

to suggest. mean{! by which funds could, be proyided:from the United States for 

further. purchases in the Near East of relief supplies for Greece, unle_se 

Greek War Relief Association should be in a position to provid~a(iditioriai 
fundsi•, 

Prior to this time th9 Gr'eek -War Relief_ Aas9ciiatio~:.h~<;i ~-inform_ed ·the . . . . ·, . ·.} ·. -:- .. 

Red Cross that they had received permission to ship flour di;~ctly r,rom i 
. . 

America to .Greece. and'.that a shipment of 2,15p 
·. ": ,, ·· .. 

Mor( ot the :md -GiO"S"s thro~h • Lend•Leal!e .... was .. to leave on or abQu'!; 

March 14 on. the Swedish boat SS Sicilia, ActuallY:, the V~SI!Eil sailed froin 
. .' . ' . ' . . . . \ :: .. ; :~-: ·, :\ -r. _;·_ -.. : .,_ ... 

New York on March 25 with a cargo. consisting bf 2,,3QO' tons .of flo\¢ and ·9S,. 
:' \ ~ 

tons of medical SUpplies asaembled·from'Government purcha~ed item~· th~'Afuer-

ican Red Cross had ~n hand• 

• Ort February 24 the British G~vernme!lt had a11niiunced that ·~ 

for a ah:!.p . (tile' ss Radmahao r carryin~ (etc.) 

·--..'/ 



-~--

T-tv0-~2. 

The SS Radmanso arrived a'!; the Piraeus 

of bread was begtm almost immediately> tmder thesupervisd.ori 

national Red Cross delegation. 



In addition to these Shipments of grain artd legulliell., t.he 

Commission reported on April 14: "It was finally possible tp bring abqut, 

the transfer of one million Swiss francs needed. to buythe milkTobds, tl:le 

expor.tation of which had been authoriz~d ·by the Federal· Government; This 

was done thanks to the intervention of the American Red·Cross. Purchasing 

was begun imnfediately, and 20 to 30 truck-loads of vS:rious food<products 

will shortly leave Switzerland." 'However, the report continued: ·"In·spite 

of these consignments -and others pow being carried by the Hallaren and 

Sicilia, the situation in ·Greece remains serious; )-he aniotint of,wheat being 

brought by these two ships and the Radmanso will no:t :be enough t9 tid.e over 
. . 

the population until the next harvest. Redoubled efforts must therefore be 

made to continue relief for'·this country." 



.· . . . NATIONAL. i-lltADQUARTERS· 

Translation of Cable received from 
Geneva (Switzerland) March 25, 1942 by Marc Pete~ 
arid received by;· American Red Cross for information 

· ··Date receTved: Rec 1d Message Center 

· Cablegram received from: 

NLT 

PETER DELEGATE 

D<TERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

WASHINGTON 

· March 30; 1942 

34. We are informed that subject to certain reservations British 

authorities will accord facilities for importing from across the seaprovisions 

intended for Greek soldiers severely wounded and s1'ck of Which according to our 
r 

information the number would be approximately ten thousand. ·• Would Greek War 

Relief, Amerii)an Red Cross or other organizations J:H~ disposed to give non 

perishable provisions to this end? If reply favorable; shipments of; standai:d 

packages or. provisions in bulk should be consigned Brunei Athens,.ifyou.have 
. . - -,- -·,_--:·- .· 

disposal of' a ship direct for Greece, or address them ComiteintE!~hatioriai 
. . 

Croixrouge, trarisit Geneva, c/o Iselin, Lisbon; 
. . 1._ 

Our delegat~s in Atheris rlll 

have superVision over distributions to benefictaries. 

cc The Chairman 
Mr. Allen 
Mr. Jay 
Mr •. Stewart Brown 
Mr •. Mitchell 
Mr. Ryan 
Mr. Hubbell 
Mr. Fey 

·Mr. Taff · 
Mr;·George Smith 
1\iiss Hardisty 
Mr.· Wesselius 

INTERCRQIXROUGEsG83~4 

'I 



·1940 

October 28 Italy invades Graea~. 

January 

February 

r1&rch 

victory t'OtO - five Itll.l.it>llwar crt.~t doatl-oyed. 
, don Bengaei to G<~:n,um-Italilm p~nzers. . ..... ·. .. . • . 
l~rea war on go-Slavia and Greece •. f.lrit:i,ah ()nt~r .Addis · 

. ritioh protect •000 ltnlian civilian.s from Ethiopi~>it 
revenge · · · · 

9 Germans 1aolt.to Oreelt Mli<led~>n~a:ir Axmr, • 
. 10 Gel."N.ne • {1nd G:reet~ mowttain dei'en.sef.lo . . · 

12 Britleh i ty t aarotlf.l L:l.byn lost }3f1rdll>; arc her.uu.ed in c.t 
To\)l'Uko Gre~ population from Ho:rth rapol'tl.ld neei,na to . 
iSl&nM. B1•itish and Greek nrroies rot:rcat elowl.y lio)Jth to rno\!lJtine1 

brev~ up first Gm111um oMloughta b\lt .f'~•U to 11oldo · .. . . ·. · · · 
17 Groell: Al1l~ in AlbMi11

1 
aftor long vict<n·iee over,Ital:l.nns, al.Ino~t .· 

cut ot:f by swift Gen1lnn advi\nca. . . ·. . · .·· 
19 Greolt Premier Korizia oo.'ll1llits ouicirlo. 'l'l)oudoroa; Man1>gc:r of. B~>.nk 

of Greeoa
1 

suco6~s hi.m~ British h<J.ving trouble in :tre.q; aond strong 

torooao· · 



f/2 

April 

:.fay 

,Juno 

.July 

. . . 

25 Greek colli-puo begins. Gllllr.tlt. at't.ay of Epi.rus, su~I'6m1dedj 
surre1idera. King George II m1r! ,Government .fl.e"' to Crete. - Soldiers · 
of captured Greek ltrmies are demobilized in:.rf.ec;d of int<>med in · 
ca.Fups, ut;,:rt their .terrible wrmdering1l back to heir broken homes. 
A new hritlah D\nkerque ·sta.rts. Ma;in Briti3h (ipiJ point-s al'e 
.from Pircua r<<1ct fi•o.r. :;:o.uplia1 -b the Poloponne~:~ • 

26 first Genllf.l.n troops enter At.hons · «t 9 J;4!f.• Ath€'\ never r>omh.,-d. but 
nec;rby Port, of Pirsu6 eevorly cte,:u1\ged. Lilte1dso <t:rns

1 
Corfu1 Vola lend S<llonil{a. Fighting from no\'/ on is of. re , !I\lill'd type. by 

Hritish alone. !'·_iuld aurtn.l.n falls ov~e~~::,s~;:~ 
1 iJrit:ish :mnounoe 1.81000 of origil1<tl · 

'l'houeunds of' stranded E!riti sh go into 
2 British <tlid Ira·:;uis troops clash 

Hitler1 s l'.id. 
19 Heat slows Libyan fighting. 

good p~'ogress made qtHllling I , 
20 Gel'llll!lls bee,in invaaion of Cr 

E<;ypt. 1\'i thin foul' days 1 f __ 
1 8ri t<dil ~:~1nounces evacufction of 

Pre-Axis Government flees. 
8 British and Frea Fr-ench i 

10 'furl>oy sign:;' frlmndah /"::"::;::"'";-
2l HritiDh and Froe Fr 
22 Oermany hegins ':nr .',ains:t Russi;;.~ 
1 Wllvell tr<<nsferx·ed ~ 
3 ~arks the pructicu 

12 Annistice si,c'!1ed 

d i'rom·Gre~oa. 
Greeks. 

2S End of Syrh.ri' cali1pa 
Continued Resistance 
effort in 

ll Hoth aid 
to huil 

de againilt Axis in Libya.,· _ 
l point. possible riew Brltish 

t•·ke advtmbgll Of J.uU cal;eed by Ruasian l?arc> ' 
1 genoral etrehr;th. ,Action limited . to sen aiid , 

- . - . - . -

acks on 'l'ripoli, Bez\ga:ii, Itl.llirl~ shipping 
\ten, Alexandr1a1 delta tov.na. ,, 

' ' 

ec~ during all t>his poJ•iC!d siwe \nwt WUG 
brought in g American citil-l(ll.lBe Fa:l.rly accm:ately

1 established thnt Gcnnuna stdpped country Qf foodstuf;fs• _ Believed 
tha.t pealll!nts Vtill f~are better th~>n popuJ.~,tioii Of .cities ,'where; 
suffering' .t'rom, hungel' -is aovereo , · 

25 After being held by Russi~, to world's su:rpriuoi Gennnh~ at luat 
make flri.Jt big glilins in Ull:raine. , ._ . 

26 British tmd J\usshna move siumltaneou5ly iti Iran, preparin!$ for._._ ., 
po1;1sible future break thru by Oermo.ns into Cauoileus end Middle East • 

. 28 Iraniall resiattmoe ends. 



ORVI/bls 

. . ~ 

'i\lll<:ItT; 15 ,ooo ton~ ;J<'r month, furnishad oy the Cariudian Goverr!lnent. 
An incre<ose has been ~<uthoriz<"l for 9,000 ton\l ;Jor ;:,:mth don>tted 
by t 1·.c· Arg<mtirifo Govt<nunflnt to br, shipped dh'ectiy from l1!·ge!1tina, 
depwclit;g llpon t~hether• shipr>in!;: Bpacc i:r,n be rcadfJ <ivaiJ.n.b~~e~ 

PUL;:r, (Dried Veret,_;blefl}: 1., 700 to nil r.;onthly; provided by L&no. J,e';se. 
~ ~· _ ·An addi'.;imnl l,OOC toni< ~JE>r mori.th- hn" heen !).1tthprizGd. · 

!f. ILK l 30C tons monthly of evapor!t ted mill( and 300 t()!W rnonthty of 
s~<eetenod condenf'ed milk. Provided by Lend j:;ell{;e. 

!:ICE~ ~~,~>O~J :t;._9nf totr!l, to be ~hipped in HOVtWlbr .. l~ 1!.l1d, ~_;ecember,. 194)1 
and J1mma·y l'.lld Febn.itn-y, 19M+• Provided by Lend Leat;e. 

·COli LIVER OILc 25 tons monthly procu!·ed J:)y the Ouni-).di;;n Hud GrornJ r.nd 
finmwed tiy tlw Greek ''ar He lief 1('f,6ocia-t1.0n of lim; York. 

OV~.LTINF;: 10 tom:; monthly, purchased in Cflnad~. f.<mi f'hwnced. cy the Greek 
War H.(• lief' As;;ociation of Ne~; York.; 9,984 tolls to b"' procured 
in the United fta tE>r> in January, 1944; and financed l:iy tht; Gr'e(;k 
Har H<?.l.ief Msociation. . 

PILO!lAHD LOll.F& 100 tont' Mnthly ·s~"rting J1',miary, 19441 provid~d by 
f"end Lea so. 

CMHIED SQUID& 200 ton;; monthly atnrtincJ'~nuilry1 1944, provid<''tl by 
Lend Leese. · · 

GROUND FI:3H& 400 tons n;onthly :;tartirig Janu!.try, 1944, provided by 
Lend Lease. · 

. OAllllED PILCHARD OR !!FJ\RINGa 200 tone monthly ~te.rtitig Janut\ry, 19441 
.. .provided by Lend Letwe. . . . , · ·. · · ·. · · · ·. 

MI!<ESTRONK VffiETABLE STEW (Deh:ydrated):.:··300tomi monthly :>tarting . 
Febt'U!!.ry, 19/,4; provided by Lend T.en~e; , .· . . . . .·. . ·• 

PROTEIN SPAGHETTI; ,300 tonsmouthly at;,rtinf l<'eliruacy, 1944, provided 
by r.end Lea6Bo ' r ' . ! . . ' 

~1ALT DHIED Fiillh 100 tons monthly starting when· r<upplieo become .av.dl­
able. To be. p1~ovided by Lend Lease. · · 

'I 

ORVILLJ<: n. \\-ATKINS 
Civilian·Relief · 
IhsulP,r ~rid Fortd.gn Ope1•a tions 




