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DESPATCH #1967, 1/31/44 IS ~SECRET DESPAT!:m, OF wHICH WE MAY 
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WOuld you •'•••• >'<iter to your deepai .; ~o; l4 ot lOth · · ' g~l~,;f, 
January about the proposed survey of:r:-erugeesih Portugal?' 

We h"a'le since had an opportunity ot discussing ~1{h . 
Beckelman of ,the Intergovernmental Committee the question of 
the Bt1t:vey of refugees in the Iberian Peninsula. ·He says that 
this has jllrea:dy been largely undert~en by voluntary societies.­
Secondly, in his opinio)'l, with w}lich We>agree, the question of 
who should pay fOI' such a survey b,as been_ supersede.d by the 
proposalrecent;l.y submitted to the British and Oni ted States 
Governments by thelntergovernmental Committee that it.should 
undertake operational expenditure in Spain an<,'l Portugal, on 
behalf of refugees falling within its mandate •. The survey; 
according to Beokelman, only involves expenditure on a small 
amount of printing. The .exisUng' staff of voluntary 11gimc1el!~ 
can. do the work without any increllse in staff or salaries. · · 

. If the above-mentioned proposal is accepted by the British 
and_-.U.nit. ed. S.tates G.ov.ern .. m.e.nts,_-.. ~hen_.· an. y. ex_·.pen-diture .. invo_lve_ d. wi'};l: .. 
be met by the Intergovernmental Committee (whose operational 
expenditure is at present Jointly financed by the two governments). 

We have told' the United States Embassy he,re (who approache¢1 
us having received a repetition of a teJ..egram on this .matter 
from the State Department to the Uriited States Embat~sy in 
Lisbon) that there is no intention of any expenditure in this .· 
connection falling on the British orUnited States Goverhme)'lts 
outside that arising from their contributions to :Intergovern- ' 
mental Committee operational expenditure. We a);'e arueiou.s,. -.. , 
th,erefore,. that you should not incur any official expendit~re · 
on. thh survey. · 

The observations of the IntergovernmentalCoUun'ittee about 
.the refugee centre at Philippeville made in the enclosure to . 
our letter-of 9th December no· longer hold good and the State 
Department have called our attention to thiS~ In point of 
fact accommodation can be provided at this centre by u.N.R.R.~~ 

' for ? , 000 :.. 8 ,ooo refugees if tents are used. in addition to • · .. 
barracks, and existing barracks can shelter between,2,000 and .. 
3,000. Medical faci:J.ities are available fcir sqo patients S.J;ld 
oan be .doubled in an emergency~ _ U .N • .R.J:l,<A. has already )nade .. -
plans for the sheltering and maintenance of 2,500' re;t'ugees 
at Philippeville. · · · · 

Th~ ~ Chancery I . 

British Embassy, 
Lisbon;, 

Yours ev'er, 
.. ·. . .. ,:i.""r. 

REFUGEE DEPARTMENT 

') 

' . -~· 
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I 
In:tergov~rymental 
Conduc.t Survey of 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 

Washington~ 

.Sir: 

CDNTIDt•··•coPY•• 

With reference to the Emb.al!sy's despatch no. 1319, 
of January 6, 1945, in respect of certain proposals for 
the removal of refugees now in Portugal, and a prospective 
survey of such refugees in Portugal and Spain, on behalf 
of the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees with head­
quarters in London, I have the honor. to enclose .a copy 
of a communication concerning the. survey, received by.the 
British Embassy in Lisbon from the Refugee Department of 
the Foreign Office at;London. It is now contended that 
the refugee camp at Philippeville ·can shelter between 
2,000 and 3,000 persons in existing barracks, instead 
of being limited to 300, as reported in the. Embassy's 
despatch no~ 1319. · · 

It seems clear, in reference to·the proposed survey 
of refugees, that no expenditure neeiLbe incurred on the 
part of the United States Government. 

Respectfully yours, 

Enclosure: 
Copy of Memorandum from 
British Foreign Office, 
(WR 767/161/48), dated 
March 28, 1945. · · 

HLR/iv 

l 
EDWARD S. ·•. CROCKER 

! . . 
, Edward S; Crooker, 

Charge d'Affaires ad interim. 



Tho i:lonorablo 

Sir: 

Tho secrc ta.x•y of 
·:iashington, 

,}> t . . ~li t•h refox•erice to the Do:;::ar,traent.•o inn,t~r\J.c:,tion. ~:;o~ 
~}~II"A158 of ;io.rcll 1, 1%5, anolosing coples of. despatch t~o, 

1v~y :319 of Junuu1•y 6, 19lf5, from tho :::i:J.bassy ut Liabon :.md .· ·;p / of tho Departnent'o o.irgrrun ITo:. A-175. of. Febl'Ua-r.y 22, 
,~- · / 194.5, in reply t1J.e:t<cto. I havo t,he lloilOl' to inforJa the 

"'. /. De;;,;o.:rtment th.Ht tllo contents of its aircruml>o• 1'....;.175 
was brought to the attentio:n of. tho l!'oro:l.g;n bi'i'iao on 
r.Ia.l.~ch 12, 1}1.:-5. The :l!'oreie;n Office llo.s .o.ow repliod aq 
follows: 

''Iiay r ro:t'er to your lotte_~ o:t 12th r:urch 
about the rGfucee nitua:tion :l.n tllC:: !oerit:Ur:C'cn-- · 
inuula? 

. ' / . ' .. · .· .... ·.· ... . · .. · .. ·· ... · .· 

• .. . I 1oarn f.rOI;i ~ooltelLlurf · o~~ tho In torcovern.;_ 
uehtal Omamittoe on ~o:f.ue;o~o thot. tho f.1rirvo;{ of 
re1'w~ocn ·non tl onod i.n lm.i'uCraJ)h 3 of tho 8 tu to . . 
Department' u cJ.~avutoll quoto~l ~1:\r you hus UlJ!dnu.y ·· 
been lni'c;oJ.y undol'tuken by voJ.l)ntury so¢:i.c1•ic.w · 

· hoth in Ggain ur1!l in· t·ox~tueal •.. ~·'urtho.r, • tlw 
quostiqn of v;ho !'Jhould. l)l:lY for ouo11 n survoy . 
huo be~n supel.'SP,ded by the proposa:L thlit tho. In~ 
torc;oVtll'nnontul Oonn:.tttec shoul~1. · undertulto · .. · · 
OJ?6.l.'ll tiona! . e:r.:rJcndi tu~e in ~hG .lber.io..n r·enino. . 
sula; li propooql \'ihiah, J: undoroto .. tid, 1;he Int~r:.:.. 
e;o~arnr:lC~ntal GocliJ.itt<Jo sU.bl'oiittod. to. you. about . 
15th l!,obtuo.ry. last. 'rho orily e::t:;.'Ondi tUl'E) in-.". .··· .· 
volved in~. wak:t.og the survey is on a omo.ll .otll)unt ; 
of printiric: tho axis.tinG stuf.i' of volunta.l"y ) 
agonoios can .do the. •<iork witt,wut any inore~o¢ < . 
in staff or snla1.•ies. · In' rae;ifrtl.· ~o tlH~ ponul~i.:. 
mQ.tc purue;raph of. tho sto.te DoJ.,Jnrtraont'o ooa'"' 
tJ.uniooi;.i,on, ~horo is n() intent;t.on of any 'ex~·· 
panditm•e in this o~exion i'all:l.nc on the<Bl,'i•. 
tish or United.Statoa Governments outoido tha.t. 
ariainc fron :thstt .~ont~ibutions, to Iil.tol'govar~•.:.. 
mental' Commit.tee ~:poraticinal. ox,Mndituro~ · ·· · 

' ' -.- ...... , ... · ·, .. ···:.'.··''!:-':' .. "- . 



--~ Copy to •lnarioan 11hbaasy, Lisbon • 



f;,""~:RTMENT 
· OF 

.·STATE: 

00/L 
LIAISON· 

Du .. ted. March ;30} 

Rec 1 d 9:45 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

1vashington. 

692 1 Thirtieth 
't 

\VRB 372 JDd 208 

FOR LEAVITT FROH HAROL;D TRQI;!E• .. 

DROTNINGHOLM arrived lcft,Llsbon ,Y$13tqrday '~ltl:J. 
133 Tu~lr.~$h. ~epl;lardics e:x: Borgen Bel soh em fouta Istanliul 

for exch~tnge. Group left Berg(:)n, BelBen~ Haren 

DROTTNINGHOLM at Got(;} borg vrhoro they: i:_ac_e_iE'd. clothi~g, 
food, some ID()MY frdni communitY., .Ship. then proo~edod. · 

Liverpool where Easter breadr et o;tor'~.IiUt;aboq:i:'d~ 
.· . . . . . ·.· .... ( .• ... ·. 

Group inclUd(;)S 32 women la,tely :i;ntern$cl 'Ravenp!'\lck, t\vO 

Ausch~ritz. five Theresienst0ci..t, · ·Und~l'stnird b~t'lteen 45' 

and 50 thousMd pe~sons sM.U intephOd:Bc:rg~n-Bels(:)n J 
' . .• , i :. : .. · .. - :·-· .:. :- .·- .· 

many vrhom btely transferred from: cri~~s Pol~hd ll'fcl\ld:lri.g 

Birkenau, 

Athens still Berg~n ~elsen but ~in)~ctect leave camp .. ·· 
. . ·:. ..... ' . .' .. ·._ ·:-:· . ·-_~-,-- . ,-~ .>--.-.. ··. --~-- -. _:· .·· 

·soon :f'OI' Swi.tzerlarid. Ravel.J:sb:rtl.clc'has.:apprpxlmatel:Y' · 
.. ·. . -'' .··• ' . • . • . . ' ' ..• -· ,._. 'c" .. · ."•\ ,. -::.\.·"·; '-· ' 

50 .thousand i~ter,tlees '"m;ng.whom 5 tho~~h~:d':'Hew~ mq~tly 
.Hurigarians: · ·cond:H·iQl'le ·camps t,e~ribi'e bu~: ~o'1J~:~:io · 

;.··, 



A. ' •. 

.~ 

-2-f.£692, Thirtieth, from Lisbon. 

change since last reliable reports but all persons urge 

food be sent camps. DROTTNINGHOLM group previously 

resided Italy, France, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Poland 

and most of them anxious immigrate Palestine. \ve distrib­

uted Board money put fresh fruits aboard attended 

personal needs passengers. Ship >·rill stop Port Said 

en route Istanbul. 

CROCKER 

1TTD 

. '·' 



. .. - . 

;,•.iwi·~uo it rc e{mt•cfW :;l._,ce .:; tlw o· .~J":Yoi ty 
/ 

. J:i!1li>lAiV1lla 

i.L' t~.;:ni;:::. L!'tl ur:ev.~·in <-.-'Ld.ltion 

h~c\s c., n Nlcl tor b~t~·.rE;.~n t•m 

ties. >.tl"f.i nvri"L:~D).e .for· ·ii6e · 

t.he i:-.1101 tc 1'1\'1,, .,f.d 

·~·u;; ;:•·a~~"··~ti';>ent 
. . .. ; ·, .· .j·· . 

. •··il.1.ci·i i.:Y'~ CI.Jl''X'Ol•tl_v :JX'CVi{<1rt~•; ;.:::1ntennJlCfl 

f.ltiCI. :.;) ·'-'.:l.:C .: •. >VU l;)e;.mn '. ·tn'":, r-Hkl6t~ t r:l1l?c!Ct 
.. " l .. 

v;r,V!:v•w.:rwt:tl l..o~;imittfJO on t!ofugt~~B, oxl ·.) .. !"Ui'V(!,Y 

·' . ;. . ·. ,·:. ·.. . ·, : · .. 
r:t· .tolonr x>ol'i11~oar. '"nd ·bkm nut;IIJ~rr.- .ll"' ' lt1rl•1P. '•··ho ,-,ru 



repa't:!'iatiO~l Of the 

1 :\.thin th(: a cope ot' its .'",lanr~~;~.te. 

h::~e ~.<lll~Jle :l'unus, dlould it c1.ed.r~ to 

en '·"it!lout co.lling on ei tho:r• the H%·1 tieh i/orl)ie;n O;ft'1c(;! 

Dc;~tnl%-1H.1erit for tint~ncio.l :i~Gist~~n(la • 

. ·~ co~ ;v · oi' thl r; ct1:r.•t>;:r:,m: ir:~ 

LOmi.c1oll for 1 ts 1 ni'ormt: tiori :,no 

~.i ~....; : t~J:·~ i: !(\j. 
2/22/45. 



) 

·t:. 

Subjeat& Removal of Refu&eee.now in Portusal; Views of aritishForoign 
Office and Intergovernmental Collll!littee on Rt~fugeea at. London. 

Reference is made to your despatch No • .1.319 oi' Jan~a:r;y 6, l94S•_ 

With respect to paragraphs one and two therein, please be intoraed 

t.hat whereas your eou1·cea put Ph1lippevillet 8 capacity at 300 persona, 

actually aocoaodationa can be provided at that Cillllp by UNRRA to the extent 

of r/..SOOO refqeee if 't.unts are employed in addition to bar1·aclts1 and t.h&t' 

even existing barracks provide facilities for the shelter of 2•3000-retugees. 

Thi6, quite apart from the fact that medical faoilities are available !or 

600 pa~ents (1200 in an emergency). In this connection, plana have alread,y 

been made by UNIUlA for the shelteriug and ~EainteniUlce ot 2500 refugees at. 

this camp. 

Wit.h respect to paragraphs three, !our, and five, there is called to 

your attention the tollowinga 

l. It. iiJ the Department• a understandi,ng that tpe ppiva-te. re;Lief agencies 

which are curre.ntl.y providing maintenance for re~see~ in PortugtU. and Spain, 

have, without direct l'Ui'erence to the lnteJ,"goVel'Men:tlll COIIIIIIittee on !l,efugees, 

been at work on the survay undor retere~ce with tho vie;- to'($) tkniGlung 
IGQ. ~1t1'! data.. ·aa·.to ·numbers ancl.ldndli or' st.a.tel..eear~t)lg~eiJ.i~, .. eu··.ae numbers 

lllld khlda 11111> ·Al'43. t-epa triable ~ (b) perauadlng IQO_, ;w~eh llaJ tundiS ••·· ftell 
••··. . . . . ·. . · .. ·· ••. · .• · • ··.·• \); . ' j · .• ·.•·.·· .•·.· •. · • ... ' 

a~ Jur1Sd1onon, .to asawo. tile .rinfinoiu &>bll&4t1on·:ot both ~Nrnnt. Mel u~ 
·, ' •, ' .', < • ' •• ' ' • • • • :: • • > • :, • • ·:· • \ ~ ! '. • •-::• -~-:- :·::: : • r '' ' • • - • • ' :· •'" \ 

·::::::::.~:..::::::-~ :::::: t::r~~-~~Ot 
2. J;t·-~~alao·.the.Depart=ent.ts \uulers~~~ .. ~~ 1;~._,.,~:-aple• Ill~, · 

' 
:.. 
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should they be motivated to the conduct of this 8\U'Vey, to und&X'llrite it 

without reference to el.thor the British F,ox·eign O!tioe o:r tho Departlllen\:•' 

The foregoing ia being culled to the attention of. the Amer~onn Embassy 

in London with the view to correcting the capacity figure at Ph111ppov1lle 

as reported in Lisbon as well as to e.ppriae 1110 or the perfornumoe of the 

privato agencies with reopeot to the ·survey under :rei'erenoe. 

.L, ..... ~9/"' 
. ·.:-::.;· .. : ... ! .. , 

., 



'. 

,-~-

/ 

.··-

No. 1319 
X ·. : ·r_:·~:: c·t :~ ff-1 / 

SUBJ4SCT: Re>Toval of Ref',;-;;:·ees no'i/1'fl"'ortuw,l; Vi!'lws of 
..;£ri ti sh ?ore lrn- Office and In te riovermnent"l 
Committee· on Refugees at_Londo_n. _ ,./. 

,., !.U / --~ /,,J (' f'r. ·;.~ ' ) ,,; c. ,_.~ 4<-~ I . , 

I
; 1'_ 1 rV- ·l/)/1/L /J~'. _ jl_; • ./)_. . \ aestr1cto& 

'(.(/ '7 i '~ /1') .... \ '}'~ 
The ~onornble __ '3Wcvt /aj-'~ /,,lnv~ ~c/t~1:~· .'<> 

sir:"" s"~:;~;~g~~":'"'· CONTRfiCnOP, ~·' 
In nontinu" Uon of tho '""" "y' ' d:eM tohM. ·107~ 

of October 16, 1944, concernin~ the care of refugees now 
in Portu2,al, and advanclne, the :sug,~estion th!lt such re­
fugees might be removed to the cPmp at Fedhola, in North 
Africa, I hsve the honor to re9ort t.bat the British 
Fo!'eign Office has now ·informed tha british Embassy in 
Lisbon that in London's opinion it would be best that 
the refugees now in Portugal remain here until it 
becomes necessAry to remove them. 

The decision of the british Foreifn Office, which 
is understood to be shared by the InterRovernmental Com­
mittee on Refugees st London, was Ropnr~ntly partially 
predicnted on the belief thBt the nroble!11 here might 
solve itself in time. The ~rltisb ~~bassy is Hlso informed' 
thPt the camp Bt Fedhala hBs been closed, and the only · 
other nlternative, the refugee camp at Philippeville~ 
with a capAcity of only 300 persons, is now co~pletely 
fi.lled Rnd unnble to receive ~nore -:reople. 

The British ~mbnssy ~'esterday !'pnroaci:led this 
missjon with respect to G. communication received through 
the British Foreign Offic.e fro!n the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees pronosing a survey of all tefugees 
in Portugal and in Spain. Such a survey would indicate 
in each cese the ·previous situe.tion in Eurone of the , 
individual in question, his preference as to destlnati6n 
outside of Portugal and the practical possibility "of 
his being able, eventuAlly, to arrive at th~ destineti0n 
of .his choice. It was anticipated th11t were the survey

1 

to be made, the facilities of relief organizations pres­
ently established in Portugal could be enlisted, as 
well as the facilities of the British and ..1\merican 
missions here. A joint Anglo-American list of rS'fugees 
could then be drawn up, checked for accuracy and, 

,, : I '.;;21\JP ~: ,·~ \\ ":,)~ 
v.subsequent 

, . . . . :;,;.,;;;;.;: :1;t\'':i,\;:~~~~ c~:\ •·· /r v 
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"' subsequent to ~ ~oint intalli[ence ~hack, forwRrded 
to trw D?osrt1JBnt >Jn:l to the r'ore_lfh ,"ffice for inform­
a t_~onAl purnoscso 

A cony of th•3 ~o:1·nunic'l t:!on of the Ir1tergovernmental 
Committee on Refu;:~ees :1dciressed to the Eritish Foreign 
Of ~'ice '1rboosin;,: t'Jis survey lcR s been seen lJy a member 
of YflY stqffo ·r~e Inter,'~overn:r.ent'3.l Jom.mittee divides 
refugees in ~ortugal·into two ~enerRl categories. The 
first cste~ory consists of refuge~s w~o ware legally 
ndm~ttej into France or 2elsi~m, but who w~re not ~ar­
mitteJ to eng~ge in gainful pursuits in t~ose count~ies. 
T:1e seco0.J cq tegory consists of r.,fugees r:ho !1ot. oe1ly 
had '1 le;al re sLie!"lce in l•'rll.nce or belgtum, but w:·1o fllso 
were· yer:nitte:C: to v1ork end N'F'e thus considered per:n'lnent 
members of til,; economic community. The Int3rr_overrur,ental 
Co:nmlttee belL~ves that neither l<"r!'lnce nor LeL:ium will 
per:nlt the retun1 of refugees of the first categ·ory "nd 
that, in view of the DREt ~en3rosity of both countries 
in givl~[ shelter and protection to refugees, this ooint 
should not bd pressed. The second C'ltegory would doubt­
less be permitted to returno 

In dlscusDing the matter of the survey with the ~ 
Qritish Smbassy, the willin~ness of this mission to co-
operfite wrc. e:··pressed, with the under:;tanding th.ot no 
nnancial co·nrnitment could be ent'J"!"ed into without prior 
.tlli cnnsultu.tlon wiU: the Deoarbwnto In :;~J\s resnect, 
~he Int~r~ovc1"nment~l Committee tns uniert~ken to con-
t.: ·~u~e its shnr'" of ony necessf'"~"'Y financing in COI'.nect~on 

l.t thP- .ourveyo It is not. anticip2ted t~cc.t the f'n:oncial ( 
~_,_ ·: w,1'lld be at Gll unrecsonnble "nd the Sir.bassy 1·::mld 
~~c1Pte the comments of the Deoartment on the subject. 

T, l~ t~ouL~t that a survey of the kind proposed should 
1r e eztr~~ely vPluable in conjunction with qny effort 

w:c' :r, -~a;t be ""de to ::Li.soose of the problem of rilfugees 
'n --,artugalo 

} 
HLR/iv 



No. 1071 

Subject: Care for Refugees now in Portugal. 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington, 

I have the honor to invite the attention of the 
Department to a matteJ· which has been giving the Embassy a 
great deal of concern of late, due to. the decision of. the 
1'1ar Refugee Board to withdraw its representative from . 
Portugal on or about December 1. The matter concerns plans!. 
for refugees still in Portugal uho will presumably not· bo 
ablo to leave tho cotmtry for some .time \mloss some. definite 
action is taken by the authorities of tlie.Un~:ted Nations. 

It is not possible to fix absolutely tho nUiilbor of such 
·. refugees but at tho present moment thoro aro approximately 

700 from various European countries in Portugal ;vho are .­
receiving assistance from the four Ainoiicari~privato agencies 
here, tho American l!'riends Sorvice Committee, tho joint ·:cc.' 
Distribution Cominittoo, tho Unitarian Service Committee and 
thoRofugoo Relief Section of tho National Catholic Welfare 
Council. In addit.ion thoro arc some hundreds oft'Spaniilh .· 
Republican Refugees. Thoro is also a small.numbor of rofu!i'Oqs 
'who arc receiving aid from their Consuleit.esi .partiaula11l.y. · · 
Dutch; Belgians, French and Palos, but:thoso need not coiicorn 
u8 at tho moment. In addition thoro is a cortaiD. number of 
rofugoos who still. havo funds of thoi:l• :o;m Vlho arc supportirlg 1· 
thomselvos .in Portugal. Those als.o do not p:roso!lt any special 
problems • I shoUld add that of tho sovon hun('lrod' or: rofugoos 
above mentioned, most of whom arc stateless, approximately · · 
five hundred arc J~mish, · • · · ·' · · ·, t. • 

While thoro is no legal oblic:atio!1, oithor on tho part • 
of tho United States Govoiiunont o:r govennmonts of an:y- of thO 
othor United Nations iii respect to these p6oplo 1 . thoro i!J a 
possible mo:i:'al obligation~ ·.Many of thom'wor0 admittod. to · 
Portugal either at tho direct request of the Amorioan organiza+­
tions mentioned or. in some casas throUgh tho intor,vontion ,of · 

cc: Miss Chauncey (For tho Soo 1y, }, 'AbJ•ahawron, · Ak~in, Cohn,. Drury, ·. 
DuBois 1 Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, !pssor, Mann.on, Marks,; l!c(Jormaok, . 
Pohle . . : · .· DECLASSIFIED ·. 

· · state' :Dept. Letter, 1.1 
.· ~.. < . . ' .' ·';.~: : 
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the War Refugee Board. It was the understanding of the Portuguese 
Government in most cases that they would ultimately be evacuated from 
this country. Portugal, as the De,artment realizes, has always considered 
itself a country of transit and not a country of final destination for 
refugees• It should also be made clear that none of these refugees is 
permitted to work in Portugal and consequently, for the most part, they 

if·-"f.· 

are being supported by ~rivate funds which come from the United States. 
Further, tho fact that they cannot work and su1Jport themselves has resulted 
in a great deal of moral deterioration, Some of them have definitely 
taken the position, almost inevitable under the cii·cumstances, that they 
should be cared for. 

A further problem which is very disturbing concerns what is going 
to happen to thes<~ individuals at tho end of the war. Some of them 
ultimately may be returned to tbe country of their origin and others 
may conceivably secure visas for other lands. However, this will only be 
done after very considerable effort on tho part of the organizations 
which aro now taking care of them, and it is the feeling of the 
organizations that if they remain here, tho chances of their leaving are 
very small. Another complicating factor in this connection is that most 
of tho organizations, which for obvious reasons have maintained their 
European headquarters in Portugal since 1940, will sooner or later bo 
moving their personnel to other areas where there are greater needs, and 
this will leave this particular group of refugees without anyone to look 
after their interests. This would not only be unfortunate for the 
refugees themselves but tho Embassy feels that it might present a 
problem in American-Portuguese relations as the·Portuguese might feel 
that American interests were responsible for bringing these people here 
and that we have left them holding ·the bag. A· sad aspect of the 
situation is that these are the refugees who for ono reasoner another 
would find it tho most difficult to move unless there wqre considerable 
pressure behind them, 

In view of these facts, the-Embassy has not only given considerable 
thought to what might be done to those unfortunate people but has also 
consulted the various private agencies involved, It has occurred to I 
tho :Embassy that if the camp at Fedhala is to be mt\intainod for 
sometime~ one solution woUld bq_to send as many of these people as 
possible, excluding those who have possibilities for visas elsewhere 
or who can .perhaps f!hortly return to their native lands, to Fedhala. 
Thoro are several obvious advantag8s to such a plam 

1. There is no quQstion but that the refugees will bo far 
bettor cared for in the Ci-\mp Jat :Fedhala than they aro .hero in Portugal 
at"~prosent, and thdy i7ou]4 be provided \vith 0. cortain amount of·- . 
occupation; If': they were able to viork and opportU:nit:los wero available, 
they could possibiy be'givon:: rQmunorflti've employment.: In addition' . -
thoro are in the camp:excalloht schools.forchildrenwhicharo ori'liii-elY 

- niissi~g here in Portugal and there is good !Jledical ::;nd soc;J.a1 care. ·· ·. · -
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2. They would have a far better chance of bQing returned to their 
homelands or sent elsewhere from Fedhala than thoy would have here in 
Portugal. At the end of the war or even sooner, the refugees herewould 
be forgotten, There would be no particular foreign pressure for their 
care or plans made for their ultimate destination. If thoy were in 
Fedhala, obviously tho camp would sooner or later bo liquidated and 
careful plans could be ·made for each individual. 

J, This plan would obviously be lookod on with favor by the 
Portuguese authorities arrl it would inevitably result in a willingness 
on tho part of the Portuguese to grant Portuguese transit visas for other 
refugees still in occupied territory, It seems true that not many of 
them would ulti~ately reach Portugal but the fact that the Portuguese 
granted visas might save tho lives of many in occupied territories even 
if they never came to Portugal, 

Of course, this suggestion is being made only tentatively by the 
Embassy as it has no definite information as to the plans for Fedhala. 
At the same time, the Embassy understalils that poth the British and the 
American Governments have decided for the. time being not to liquidate 'Ghe 
c,amp and it seems that the suggestion,· if it.1vere possible to carry it 
out, would accomplish severn! results.· Firs_t; it would. sweeten American~ 
Portuguese relations; second, it would 'fuJ,fillwhatever moral obligations 
the Un:!,ted States and the United Nations>have'toward these unfortunate 
people; and third, it would give them tar be'l;:ter care for the present 
alli infinitely better prospects for the futin'e; · 

The .Embassy should add that reports which :t.t bas had regarding , 
Fedhala are excellent; The people there are well cared for ~nd'e'V'ery;. 
thing possib:).e is being done· to set t~em on thai!,' feet~ • It :l,,f! d!mpo::~sible 
to .do arorthing here except simply provide, ,for the:i.rim!lin1;epaii.ce • 

. ; ·, . . .. . . . ··: .,. ' ·· ... ,. - ' 

. There viould, of IJOllrse, be certaiil d:4'hcuJ.ties :in the. way. Sonia.· ,, 
Of the refugees W~O arEf thoroughly demoralil!led vioril,d . not be Wilting t(l 
go voluntarily' to ,a, plaoe Tihore they had t? work, • Other~! would pl;lject 
:to going to a ·camp• Incidep.tally, :the name !lligl'tt·be cha,nged tP· . . ... 
reception cents~ ol:' somet-hing·. of this sor,t 1:wh:(ch ,would trt3Ei,t t}Ji't:t object~t>n~ 
Stj_ll otherfl wotild feel.tna:t they had an immediate' ¢ha!).90• .to· go )ack to . · 
.the:l,r h.o,mela,nc{whe)l.·such c~anc_il was l:iy'ono mea,tjs,'ini!l¥iJ~itJ;~ •. ;< ·Al:l,of'<.' •' .••.. 

. . •. these·prob~ems'wouJ.d ,,h~;~ye:' :to \iE)· me.t' !!ore· bt1t: the. Em~as~y baliev~s that ..... ; .. 
·_it Y,IC>Ul.d, ha'V:e }1J.e. o(?oP\)ra:l;:!.on; Of,tlie;:priv'ate:agqncios arid that it it!'lolf· ..• ,· •· 

., 
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Embassy may have the commonts of tho Department and the War Refugee 
Board and, if possible~ a definite decision at an early date, 

It is assumed that tho War Refugee Board will be interested in 
this despatch, and if tho Department porceivos no objection, it is 
hoped the.t it will bo transmitted to tho Board. 

RCD:ew 

Respectfully yours, 

For the Ambassador: 

/s/ Edward S. Crocker, 
Edward S, Crooker, 

Counselor of Embassy 

.-L 
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-o.rrang~mE n t ._ 

SE crt:to.ry of St8 tt:, 

Tlashi ngtoh; 

2875, St<::ptEmhEr 14, 5 p.m. 

THIS IS YffiB 189 • 

ThE Emb2.ssy has si VEl~ much tho'ucht' to thE 

de:stino,tion f'or nfug(e:s o.'dn~tt'cE:d- tc; Pol•tnci~Y- in ace~~'dancE 
....... - - · .. ·· .. _- .,.-

ni th tErms of Ei:nbnssyi;~·nq'GES 488 Ap_g\.l~t 17 nne-;_ '5:1.5 
- - -

31. ·.-rould it pErhaps· bE ')Os§ib:lE ·to se:nct tl-J-Q1lE l'lho c1o 

re:~E:i.VE P..mErican visas to' C6nm ?Edhriln? 

Purthe:r REEtms_ ttlEui:>'nm- 286~1~ SE:i)tt:~i!lJEr: FL. :-Tli:i:~· 
. . . ! . . . 

lllEOl1 postpom:;.lEnt_ of :LiCJ.Uidat:i,ori of. cqftll) b~t. ~C:j1;1~ <ist~cl~ _ 
!· '. ·--· 

.0rr£i.ngE:me:nts sf~•lnS oni:-{pos'sih.l&,i'{ay·to 

action fro~ Porf~~rii. 
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·r ···-···;;·sc~ 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of 
Washing1;on, 

I have the honor t( refer· tcmy t.elegram li<>• 3873·0 

}!lovemberd~8 9 .9 aom~~ iir re,ly to the _.Pepartme~t 1 s~O.o 300pP 
liovember 11 0 5 p.m., co.uceJ .i'Jl€' the aituationo::fthELlb5"' 
Sephardio Jews at Bereen Be ;en, Germi;l.nyP whose temp(lrai'y 
entry into Swi tzerlanv. it i' 1er:ireC: to ,facilitate ·:an(i, :to 
expedite• 

There is transmitted herewith a copy of the memoran.;.. · 
dum of November 15, 1944, to which my telegram made refer• 
ence. The Foreign Office official to whom the memorauli,um= · 
was handed stated, as telegrapt.lcally' reported, that sonia 
days before~ but after Bern's telegi'am of November~ to the 
Department, instruct ions had been sent to the. Spanish Em­
bassy at Berlin which it was tJ:ought already were adequate. 
However 9 the Foreign Offi oe would send :further instru:oti one 
to the Spanish Legation at Bern to cooperate with.the SWiss 
Government to the end mutually desired. 

The following paragraph relating to the subJect. memo­
randum is taken from Foreign Office Note No. 875 of Novem.:. · 
ber 16, 1944, .which includes reply l)zi ti:Hl Sephardit,Eia .wi:t:h 
another J.ewish question 'which is engaging the _Embassy's 
attention~ · · -· - · ·· -

' ' 

" • •. appro priat~ instruction~ have· been 
transmitted to the Legation of Spain at Be.rn 
that the collaboration of the Swiss Govern111eD.t' · 
is to be requested to the end of securing the 
transfer to its territory of a gi· oup of Seph­
arditea·whose liberation from the Bergen :Belaen 
()amp had already. cohoerned the Emba,asy. of Spain 
at Berlin." · · · · 

Respectfully yo:urs, · 

. ... 1 Carl_, ton -J• 
En,olosure: ,k.. ·~ '( . .·· . · 

H. HaY.e~• . . 
.~-··. ' . i . ' 

'I 1/ Copy of Embassy' a 1/iemo.;. 
randum of ·~ovember HiP 
·Hl44 9 to Foreign Offioe.-

DECt.M~ 
State Dept. Le~W. ,.,,.,.72 

B~ B. a Pat~·~aoo..SW. 5 
File No. BOO 
FJF:phf' 

\ ·~ \: . : . _ Single oopy to· :Oept. . 
· · (fox: Ozalid machine) , 

. Copy to' Legation; Ber_n:~ -
'"',:r 

r:·.-. 
/-:-':.'-

.~ ,::/ ._ .. ·. "x· , 
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'. o.-. ..--.- -.-c ·?.;. ~.-. =_-;<· -~--~-~--~:::~ -:•.. -

~ ··'·c,-_ ·>>;' :f){.('it:>·-~i···· ......... . 
EnclQs'lli'e Jfoc, + to despatch · . 
l'l~_.: 34S.?;oj:}November · 2.9 0 1944~ 
;t:ro01 Alil.erican Embas&Y i. Mad:dd~ ·.·· 

,: ";,/::'' . '' • ··c"·.•c;c<ec .. '"-."'+h~:;cc--c+=-"~-~~·-~-•~;.c~.;_..•· 

. . Refere.nce is made to t)le memt5rtilldum left af'th~ Mirt~ . 
is try of Foreign Ai'fair~;~ on September .. ?5, 1944 0 i>y .Mr~ Bond • 
concerning the precarious situation oi' some 1155 Sepha.rd'1o · · 
Jewi:r e;t llergen;.,BHsen ,_Germany~ Who·. a);'e . i:nthe pOf!SesslQri .. 
of Spanish passports but whose departure tor-Switzerland is 
peing impeded by Nazi authorities. · · · · · ' · · ·· 

It will be recalled that in the ensu~ng dlsoussion of 
this matte~r 9 Mr. Bond was infonned ;that 1nstr1ictions had 
already been sent by the Ministry to the Embassy at Berlin 
and to the Legation at Bern that the efforts· of those miS­
sions should be directed to. endeavoring to. arrange<fi:lr the 
temporary admission of these pe~(lons.,in:tg SwU;zerland. 

,c_ • --.-- • • - •_-_-- .. --. 

The Embassy has lately had telegraph!Q int'orm~t1on from 
the Department of State stating, in effeot;.;th.at permission 
for the entry into Switzerland of the Sephardic Jews :in · 
question was given by the Swiss Federal Police aeveral 
weeks ago and that the problem of:.· seoti.ring their release 
from. Bergen-Belaen 1s of prinoi,Pal pusent concern. The 
telegram continues that the Government of Switzerland would. 
welcome and would be assisted 'oy a formal request from the 
Spanish Government. as the Swia&Jmight then.hav:e a basis 
f9r taking up with the German Government the. speCific quesq · 
tion of the departure of th~. Sephar(lic group from Germany •. · 

'-· . - -- -_ . 

· The Embassy is. oonfident. th~t. ln \'te\'1 Of' the .o'ier­
whelming humanitarian issue, .the Spanish Legation a'!i, Bern 
wilLbe a,ppropri&tely and promptly instructed by the Mi,n .. 
istry to -~pproaoh the Swiss Government in the sense indi­
oated ii:J.,the imrnediatelyprecedingparagrapho 

Madrid~ November 16 9 1944. 

FJF~phf 

Oopied~phf 

'' 



TffiLEI.ISA!t.: RECEIVED -
•/ .. ·-.' .-..... ··.··· ... ··.···. ······.··.··.>.<·· ...•.... ···. 
· Ahrf)ricim Emb:Jnr.>y, M~a.r.La 

St£tt~, ~~;totilrlgt()ii. "L. ~.:· 
\if,. · .. 

28, 1944 :.(li.ec •'(1. 2:·.u~ s.lll:{ 29·~il)f 
·-,-<:, ... 

- :<,-:._·_: __ : 

'· •... ······· > {. (. 
:lofer~~nce ls ;;1ede hore•·•rt:'l to D~11artrr,entls ceble br .Nov ..•..•.. ~ ..... P ... -.•.··.;.~ .•....... ·.:.1

1·.···.~.··-: ....• 
bel' ll·, no; i.$005. • 

In martiol'M•'it<r:1 enc1 discuP.s1Cin at FC,i•el~n 

15 th~ £1i t~etion of S"er;.hRr6J. c Jfl,·JI". ·~t ;.-rgenb~leen .t•Jas 

The Enibssny l<'ee inforr../"11 th'"t ader:u~<te coverin&:rn~tructiori_e 

had. been sent to tl1e Spanl~h F.mb&r.sy fhEorlln 

Bez·n cnble Nove:nbe:r 4 quotf:d by the' Department· 
· ·1n th€ daoirecl n(mse 

tlon~2l instruct1ons/1•ioulC\ be eent to t!'le Spr.,nlab. Mlnieter at 

. -

.··The Novembnl' lc r.~o!'E;lg:n Offlct;. ·ni)te qonffi'!fied that: 

appropl'iate J.netructlontl ho.ve been eent to the>:s;~eni~h Leg:~tio~" 

ln B1n·n to l'ec;uerot ti1c St·•les Go:vemment~9 c.o1Hl'ciorat10n to ·th~ 

eno, of obtaining thn t1•1'!nE>fer t.o S't-ries torri'tory of' the 
- - - ' - . 

of seph:n·dltel': in l••hnse libc:rntlon from the Bergenbeislm·caillp 

_interest hed aireedy been teken by 'the· s,tpenteb.· E:lllbaaFY 

·lin:·····~ ....... . 

. '' 

ll/';;0/44 
DECLASSJF':ffiD' . 

State Depi: Lettel'; 1·11-72 

; By R.'H. p;;rk~:Da~ SEP 15 _1972.· 
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AM!kli.JlJl.i3fJX 
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the subst~nce; ot a messQget'l"Oin Amlet;tt.tion Bern da,ted 

Novembev4~ 
.;/ 

~OTE Bw1u Federal Police gave JlOI'millslon some w<eek~ 
~- v '-

ago for ~nt:ry 1n'to SwitzeZ'land ot l.tJ!i tlepna:ra.ic J'ews. Got• 
'¥"' - ~ -~ '. 

t1ng them ou~ of-BergEi'n.Belseniethepressnt probl4!m~ 

Fol'm!il requeet from ~panish Goverllllle1it, oonoo:rning this grOUJ> 

wou).c'l btl '.rdeomsd by flw1S$o i.lpG·cit'~O ra.h1aig·by llw1so of 

question with ~~vrllaiHI ot their depai'tur. might thus- be 
-fUl""'"' -~·t-~cri ~ · _ _ _ . - -- _ -- _ - _ 
~~£Utmt.tUOTf£ - c> _ - _.-- ' _ · -- · 

. -

:t'lease take neceSSaJ;';f atepS•tO:~nsur~Bpani~~ acitofi 
. .- .:: ·~ ~· . . : - : ' ·, ~ ~ . : . :. 

1n accord. withto~egoi.ng.sugge13t1on~ 

~;Rll : MMV: .KG 
ll/11/44 -

STSTTHiiU S 

.1\0T_i_NG_­
JG!f'il) 

. ' . . .. . . 

- · ~1 n, IL)?W:iia :Oat.a S&:Pl5 1972 • 
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lleff1re~ee ;your 3640. of Novembel"3. !Ble following is the 
substance of a message from .Amlegationl'lern dated .J{oVsJ1!ber'4: 

®OTB . Permission for entry intri Switzerl.and for. 
155 Sephal'dic<Jen was • obtaintid :from swiss· Federal · 
Poliq,, some weeks ago. Probleill 111 how to get them 
out Of Bergen Belsen. Swiss would welcome :f'ormai 
request fromS:panish GoverJllllent eonce;rning this gro'IIP· 
all this might permit Swiss to spec1fi¢ally raise 
question of their depalture ~rith Germ®.s. Uli(JJOTE 

rd. itPh.lease take D,ecessanr. steps to ensure Spanish action in acco w . :roregoing Sllg,gestii)n. · ·· . 

4:45p.m. 
November 10, 1944 

Miss Chaurioey (for the sec ty) Abrahamson) Ackeirmarin, Oohn~ DliBois; Friedman, 
Hodel, Les!=~er, Mannon, McCormack, Files·. 

' .! 

. I ,, 
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DistrF::u.tiol). of truE 
rEading only th spEci,e.~_ 
arrane:;Ene:nt. c'! • ,, ) 

SEcre:t1.:.ry of StatE 1 

i"iashington. 

Octo~Kr 2 tlwt Embassy on its own initiative: 

sug:;Este:c, to Spanish GovErr.'nEnt on SEptEmbe:r 25 

dEsiraiJili ty of latte:rs e:nde:avoring to arrange: 

foP tcr:ro:Jorary Entry into ·.SwitzErland of 155 

I 
Se:pharcl.ic .]"ENS mEntionEd in De:partmEnt 1 s 2904 

.'.) 

OctoiJEr 28. ForEign OfficE official ~ta~Es 

that instructions in pursuancE of E'mbassy 1 s · 
' -,. 

sur:;gEstion havE al:"Eady "oEE~sEnt to BErli!(. 

anc1 m"E, bEih@: sEnt also to SpAnish MinistEr 

in Bn'i1~ 

WMB 

COPY 

\1 

. DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter; l;i1·7ll /. .· .. ·... . _· 

~B. H. ~~~Dare~ 5 197~ • 
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..• ·DEPARTMENT ·~' OUTGOING, -~··. /.OIVI~ION Of ·. 

STAr.lidin& on y by spe::f~lEGHAM,. .· ·· .. ·.· · AND RECORDS 
oft'~- · · · oa"Gooer 28, ..;.A4COMMUNICATIONS 

Diatr:lbutio oftru 

arrangement. ,. 7 !'1.) ·. · · 

i-;;.mun 
2904 X 

Reference is mace to Jepartruent•s 2519 or ~ :te~be~ ll• 

ln view of r-ittioulty or transportation of 155 ..:.epilardics in 

hergenbe1sen to Spain, it io requested that thb ~punish 

~overnment exercise its c:ood orticee to obtain thelr rele~v·e 

from Gert~y and temporary admission into Switzerland. It 

~oul:. oe :·ppreciated by this Govemment it rec;ueste to' that 

:------.J(t:t'ect were made by Spanish m1.se1one in :Perlin and in Bern. 

e:r1can Minlste:r in fle:rn has been 1natl'ltcted to supt·ort · 

quest to that end from bis 3pan1sh colleague. 

\.RU :f·U.l'V':?~b 
10/27/44 

. ·.· {., ·-~ t.:~ 

. : ~ 

STETTIIJIUS. 

ACTING 
( OL~"/) 

/. .: 



Referonce is mnne to Department's 2619 of SentsiJlber 11. 
In view of difficulty of transportation of 155 Sephardics in Belsen­
berg:en to Spain, it is requ.£>ated that the Spanish government· exercise 
its good offices to obtain their release from Gnrmany and temporary 
admission into Switzerland. It would be appreoirated by this Govern­
ment if reouests to th.nt effect were made by Spanish missions in 
:Berlin nnd -in llorn. American Hinister in Bern. has been instructed 
to support request to tha.t end from his Spanish colleague. 

11:05 a.m. 
October Z"/, 1944 . , 

~ Y.~,K, 
BAkzinla~ 10/25/44 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, 
r.esser, Uanrion, McCorma~k, Files 

Cohn, DuBois, Friedman,.Hodel, 

'-( 



DEPARTMENT ..... J OUTGOING ~··. ' . DIVISION OF 
OF ' ;&·· --> ·__ _ . - _-- ·••· - GOMMUNJOATIONS 

·;;:'.'CL) c•-.dln:_ orEkE G R A M;pt-subo'.' n, lAND RECORDS 
STATE S.)oc .o.l a·:-·ran,-_o:;lm;". 

(, · !) 10 p.m. 

l.n view ,,f l.filli!:l.l'wn'!; ·i''-'Ji:;"~"' tr.< :i.l-ts:• ot th~,:~e .•·er.sotHr, 

yo!.'. .~,:.~·e .f'<:c_W-"0'/;fiJ.. to 1I~t;:;<··oof1·~ ~,oit;;, .::oy_,t·d.dl govH!'ntnent 

.1\.n:\n':..l·,(:tiJa i·lf'li<\l!·~ur;J.y gx·1rev r-;;;g;;,rl'\ing fii--e:e<'!y evaeud;ion 

of l'(;f\,t;"'~u f:J>olil i.ip:--;,nir;h ·1;~;~<'i'i toll'y fuJ._l,:;· ::.pply to the!3e 

-f, 
i)h(t\al.tl t:rari·;po:l."t~~5..0Rl bt: i!'!l).llili'!l:f.blt· ill Vi~m of IdlY.-

' 

ex~l·c;~.o~: gr~.-.&-.t~s t ptH;slill.lil v!~:n.a.n•;:e S.r~ ll~<.fe~'\tti'.<•tUng th~ 

U.1res oi' th€ se 1>·>!'Mns, l'ly pk:c!\ng e~v~m tn11~.ai- :!tr-ect, -oru­

tactlor.- of Cpailish tiJ.plom~ti.Q OJ> ccme·o&i&.l• •lelt'~annel and 

by d.l ~·thlif!!' q;~p:r•Opll'ia~1• llt$1;Jt.t;S.~"' 

u·.a • ;;.wv ~ KH 
!:1/U./4-!1 

HULL 
(GLVI) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State. Dept. Letter, 1·11•7_1! 

B)' R. ff. Parka Dai..~l 5 1972 

"-. 
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~ubject: Transmitting Copy of Femorluid 1lll P~eseilted by'']\;mbassy · 
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs c~erning Group ()f' ···· . 
155 Sephard.ic Jcvrs Interned inGermany Pa-P.'/-~~ ~ .. 

The Honorable 
The ~>ecretar;r of -tai.e, 

Sir: 

I 'j .tff Jfft; L. . . . .·· . 
. 2JrrtaA-' ';rt &~ 
~~~t£-~· 

0J With reference to the Department 1s telegram lJo. 2519 
of ·,e1:rtember 11, 1944, 10 p.m., cone ernint; the pi'ecarious 
situation of a groyp of approximately 155 i"ephardic Jews, 
in :)ossession of Spanish pam3ports, who are reported to be 
interned at FJ6lsen bergen in Gerc'lany pending co:npletion of 
arran[ements for their onvrard travel to :·.pain, I have the 
honor to enclose a copy of a ;~cemorandum dated 3eptember 25, 
191.1, wh:j.ch the Embassy Las presented to the lliinistry of 
Foreign Affairs on th:Ls subject, in which the hope is· 
exprec;sed that the :.cpanish r:overnnent will use every means 
at its disl,osal to facilitate the tram;fer of these persons 
to : pain anJ that, in the r;teanti.ae, it wi.i.l exercise the 
greate8t vigilance,. in protecting the,l fr,na persecution at 
the hands of the Genr.an authorities. It y,'fl1 be noted 
that the sug~;estion is made in the Eiabassr 1 s :~emorandU!n 
that, should the early transfer of this group to ~·.pain 
~ro'!e to be i.npracticable, the ~;po.nish l~qvern1r.ent endeavor 
to arrange for their ter~porary entry into ::witzerland, 
infor.nation havinc been brought to the l'i;1Passy 1s attention 
thr01;..;h the representatives of ;1l'ivai.e Iunerican charitable 
organizations to the effect that the :C:wiss Government .is 

·disposed to accord s;>~npathetic considerati01f to a proposal 
of that nature. 

An ~ficial of the Ministry has stated, iri i'esnonse . 
to the considerations set forth in the Elabassy's lleiiioraridui!i, 
that the Spani8h Government is actively concerning itself 
>'r.i.th ke welfare of the persons in question, .and that it 
will cont1nue to make every effort to have them brought 
safely out of Gennany custody at the earliest possible iucimento 

Respectfully yours, 

L . , 
\... (.\ .. /'\..\..\_ •tu. 

f/ . Carlton J; H ~ Hayes 

· JE cl.os···ure: 
, :. .Memoran:lurn, aa stated 

x;t·. . 
\ '-.\ File No. 800 
.< ·, N'NB/jf' 

,,: '· Original to Department "'t ~ {f()r Ozalid machine) · 
Copy to Tangier · . · 



·"'" ·. 

Enclosure to despatch No. 3169>dated October 2, 1941, from' 
Carlton J. H. Hayes, American Ainbassador, At Madrid~ Spain, 
on subject of Group of 155 Sephan!ic Jews Interned in Germany. 

MEUOP.A 'lllUM 

'l'he Embassy has been infonned that there are 
interned at the present ti:ne in· a camp near Belsen 
Bergen in liermany a group of approxi,.ately one hundred 
and fifty-five :ie;;hardic Jews, in possession of Spanish 
passports, whoseentry into Spain has already been 
agreed to by the Spanish Government and the appropriate 
Gen1an authorities but whose onward transportation to 
~'I;anish terri tory has been held up by recent military 
devel<•P'<lents. Assuminc t.he above-mentioned facts to 
be essentially accurate, the United States Government 
desires to C}.11'"ess the hope that the Spanish Government 
will use every mean a at its disposal to facilitate the 
transfer of these persons to opain and, in the meantime, 
will exercise the greatest vig:i.la nee in safeguarding them 
fro~. possjble ~ccrsecution at the hands of the German 
autr,orities. 

Should the early transfer of this group to Spain 
prove to be inpracticable, the E.>nbassy would suggest· 
the ,:;ossible desirability of the Sj.ianish Government's 
e!Y.le;.voring to a rrf.mge for their temporary entry into 
S'Wit:;erland until such time as other more permanent 
arrangements can be made on their behalf, it being 
understood that the 5w:i.ss Govem!llent has given evidence 
of its willingness to accord sympathet:i.c consideration to 
a pl'Oi>osal of that nature. 

The United States Government wishes to repeat, in 
conu·ction with the possible arrival of such persons in 
Spai'r,, its previous assurances concerning the. evacuation 

· of s~!Ch persons, should such be the desire of the Spanish 
<:overnment • 

,· 

· i.!adrid, beptember 25, 1944. 

NVIB/jf 

73f 

.·;, 

1;:· 
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DatEd SEptEmbf:r 14, 1944 
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\'i:r']J : s:;_ :' r~~·1 DEXTER FOR PEHLE 

·f;i"U.: l' :. ·:v,Erything pEnding could bE clEarEd by 
,r ,. 

DEcEm·:;c·· f'L·:::·. '-': ERrli Er, providEd li!Exican and UnitEd 

S'Ga'cEs trHn:J:~t ,,,_,,Ds for Sp~1ish REpublicEm rEfugE~ 

hErE arE rEcEJ.vE.i Roon. PlEasE pusj:l. •. OnE si1ip. foW· 

PalEstinE dt::t;initEly arrangEd, for OctobEr and sEcond 
,...-

pEnding. By DEcEmbEr or EarliEr Hungarian rEfl.lgi::E 

quEstion will bE clEarEd onE \~ay or othp·. REfugEES 

rEmaining hErE Jl!U~ff,!;be: lEft to carE of privatE: ol:,'ganiza.-
, ;;w:·.:-r 

ticins as nEithEr U-
. II- . -. . _:} : .. 

nor. IntEr:-Gove:rnrrrEqtal CommittEE . 

function in Portugal. 
~ - . . . 

,REURTEL 2493,- .$EptEmbEr 12o . ' 

ThErEforE suggEst D,EcErribEr first us datE fbr oolioluaion 
.. . .i 

1'TRBactivitiES~ although EarliEr datE may bE: possible:, 

for DExtEr if hE "'TEr'E ur~Ently nEEdEd ElSEWhErE.• 1·fic1e:n . .·.'· .. . ··.- · .. -. -· \ .. r.: 
· should probably str\y .ti,U DEc/EmbEr first· p.nd _PEX~Er. 

·..,;oul<l 1giadly:, if ~Esire:d givE he:r guidEincE in clEaring. 

de:oks···i:f..hE 
DECtASSIFIEll · .... ·· 

.J~::J[;f)!:~.;~~.~,_,(f,...···~.,;;.s,.;.;m_·.~;..~..;.;~··...:·•·· .;1 . CONIRft~if;Ors~:~i~~ 
''-""-""""-"-'·~·/-'~·,,w.~:""·,;"'-"-'--'-~"'"--:.;..:...-'--''·;_:.;·."-.:;:~>·_:-:-"-:·,.,-'--'----'"'•-:_~-::.L.( '.'·~. ,· .. )' ·. ·.~·; . ) .. >,;·': ·J '·>\~;/,/:,.•:·'P:):~~t~:'{ 



.n 

-~#2882, SEptEmbEr 

/ 

dEcks if hE wErE availablE. TErminus ad quEm dEpEnds~ 

largEly on spEEd arrival MExican and UnitEd StatEs 

transit visas and possibilitiEs transport. Thanks~ / . .· ·.· ... ···,r ' ·,.· 

notification Unitarians of. DExtEr1s arid WidEn 1s 
. . 
av2.ilabiH ty. If onE or both no.t i:J.EEdEd in EuvopE 

will wa!<.Y ;J·'.ans to rEturn UnitEd StatEs Early\ 

DEcEml:'tc-u·. . ·.~l•;.;,CnEly apprEciatE words of thanks for 

sErvicE f. .• 

NORWEB 

JT 
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QJ+' 
.£' ., 
-1-' ;j 

tn Ei • 

~~o-df 
lf.. cti Q: 

~ "Ji L 
(l) r:n 
!..... ;JJ 

E 
~ ":.( +-. rf' 

........ ~ ._ 
\._, £ -
::; --
"' Q; c 
rJ: 

rl) l0po
1
m •• \_ fL/) 

-- ~-- L,./'-1 ~-- .· .... , ..... 11~:.:. 

L;~::ijT~6i iPf4) 
tnsr>~ :~X<P. ~Ln ~:>alii''> .(;An'g~utw:hn3iil ilSS./' h~;;.:;'!trV11:1!' about 155 

:.ept;.:r-~11.': .Yli!e!~ h;;ving ')')'. ~i-ih ,_,>!.f'fO·:,o!'te ;:·.has.; entry into 

uklor><,. H; ifl 1H;(1@:;·stouci ~ o;>. 1: :.f,l"rtd.ts o;Jr~ tto~;? ~ vu.ll:1.ble, 

ln \d.t.F,, nt' 1rill1linani; .;;_,_~if;c:r- to liw~t of theHi> _,.ersone, 

lfOi!l ~,~·~' :r•<~quetJI';t~·:l. 'i;Q :!.nt<-~-.,,..,.,~G ~-:i t;h ~:7}t .• nidl gov,;!•nment 

A;-_f1U.l":;.JlmHl • ·ll''lt'7i ;;usJ.y ~_';i V<H1 ~"·-<(~<".X''-\'/,slg- Flp et~dy SV:.tCUh tion 

of J•efl.>g~eu fi"om ;.;~:h1t "Garr.•l t;ry i"ifn:r t.pply to these 

P~>»"~Q!'J.a •. 

i:l.h.C;\!l.t\ tJ'Iilil<rpo:t>t~tit'llr. bt~ ii1lJI<!iltt.~.bX" ifi vleN of' ld.U-

t~r;r D~'~'f.llUplll€·Ultm. I~lea,ef1.' tU'g$ f~p<?Jihh li r:>Wel''iUlltillt to 

e'~e1.'t:;!.tie: ~~Y.'#at~a't p~9!JJ.illhl •<'igiian~:e ll:in ~{l.t'e·~:.,r!Ung 'the 

J.i. ,rea Iii' the fl\\1 P'~rtmna, by p:tr:.~f\Y!g 1lihem \\i'JI16'.ll; riit•ect 1)l'l$­

tecUot3 of .Sp!.l.''"-~h d1plomat!e o:r et!Os'l!l.!:,~· •l~lt!!lOllnel ~nd 

by ;;;.ll l('ltiAH)I' r.&pp:roprh.%•il IU~th'I'Jd6 .. 

tF .. O ~-l·t~·lV t KG 
."-t/ll/41!. ' 

'··\\lit. 

,ini'tt 
(GLVi) 

·. 'J': 

-·~-



CABtF. TO AMNABASSY 1 i>IJ\DRID, SPAitl 

D-.pt.rtmont <md BQO''• o;re advis&d thc.t thare ur·f' in camp lh-lOi~<nb&r~~n 
near· llanovor abt>vt l55 S<:p:•,;;il:,c J·•·s ~mvtng Speoish passpo1•ta whose 
t>r:tl y :.:o:·::.o SP<hin rues b·:·~rn ~·1-omi.sed by "the Sp,..:lir;h .;ov<wn."'ent and for 
7.hOii< 1 i '" :.~ unde,rvtoou, e . .<H J·c-t·mi t<' s.x·E>· nor. s.V'lilsbln. 

In vi~;;u of immine:><. ,lungo:;l' to ll.ves of thes<; p"':raonli, you. ,,re l'fl:' 
(iU.<>o;t.fld. :i..mmcfu(J.':.t1ly &.nd vtgm·o~-'"ly to intul'CedE with Sptiuiah gOVf;l'lllllellil 
to hriui, ,:;.hont tfidr rele""'"' ti.nd !:ullllillsian into Sp.r.in. .Aasun,noee · 
pz·evtm<sl;l 1;ivet1 rc~;;~ruin~ speedy evuouat.ion of refugees from Sp:.,n:Lsh 
teri'i tory fu1.J.y ll.pply to tilCoiH; J(!l'SCin$, 

Should tran::.po;r"\.L\,J.-'n .;e ur.po.;~ibh i.n view of ~1illt~.ry de-v~lopmont.s, 
tllJII.lLttlh govnro;aont ahould be urgofi to f X.l!'r<r-if.l~' greatest. f>oasible vi!!ilance 
in slifei,.'llal'dine t.b.e lives or th1w1> poreons 1 by plu.o1n~.1 th<u~ und~r tiireot 
~'rote-::ti.on <lf SJ?Bnil.lh. diplo&"d.c or consul>\:!' il": sonnal t'.nd by e.ll other 
ap,,ro,;r.l.ate methocta. 

4130 p.m. 
September 9, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, ruBois, Friedman, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mannon, MoConnaok, Cable Control Files 

/M. 
BAkzin:ar 9/8/44 

.~. 



S£PI • 

Daar Mr. LeaVitt: 

'lbe folloWS~~& .... .._ for 7011 fna Dr. Jottpti. ~· 
.. noetvecl tJuooup tne .a.m.oan f,epUoa 1D Lt.•"- Ullldel' 
date r4 .&Uptt 29, 1944: 

IIJin 70111' cable ad elm1lel' metage from liB .1fe 
ht.Ye• 1Uti'UCte4 our' l'eprnentativea s.1n. cU.IOOn­
UilWt ~ ftfona to bt1Dc out eilhezo: auUa 
or·cld.lclreD. .~ J'Jace .__.. s,u.. •••are 1a ,...._t wUhthe qola~ tttlaiD 1aWa •ttel'. 
Are ll01J. OOilOIDtat~M our tffo"• ~ to 
PaluUne via holdeN lD. lbel'la ~Ula ud 
~en, eBpeOlal).y th8 *l~c·~~ people 
who· arrlved 1n J'eCtDt II[OD.t-- ""<~~ ,_.~· Ill tblll 
eomaeetloa we blwe UibUU Qt ~· W to 
Pal .. flae ec.tlae l: BeJt~~UO~~· :hfob 11111 
advt .. .ore ~17 J&ed. cliP at,ao o•ua,_ JltfPtla\10118 

::r.::c:"m:~:::::-a~~!actw.::e 
pQ_.~bl.e ~•te ~s,CIIIl au JtJal.eat._. Ylea . ·. 
llol.aer.. There ve iii ~- aboa\ 155 ~o 
Jen -viDa ~·h -~~ ~ tlrlth' luto .IJiilll. • · .· 

lla.l ~ pi'QIId.M.4obJ tlle SjMl• OO~t 4IDf1 .tor · 
.......... tu.a.ult ,..t ........... ~.. . 
We bel.ltiYe 1\ of .. t ~·that .._.lcllia 
_..,.,.~ lfe4Ji4,1atlti!Ya&e ~· .S.th &Jalfth 
loveft~~!~i~Dt ·.o·· e(tect ftleue ot tlleoe people elld 
tbel~ Maf. .. S.OO ·~to Spda. la ol'dG' 4cJ · tble 1t _. 
be ... ..,.:.abe· ... - to $Jialth ao~t , .. , 
tillil ' · :. · Will be Z.OYe4 t.._ s,ala, •t)lin nua.alale 
, ... ~wee~""~ all.••.=••.., ••• IQ\11' 
erld,~ We 4o1Jti -ter,tJda& ponl'ble trca -.. • · 

feJ7 \1'11.1.7 JQUN, 

flf.tteM ~ ...... 

'· "· '-'1• ...._.,.DJ. ... tOI' 

' . . 

~:...........:,.,;,;.~,.,_,.,._:.~:~~~~~~-·::_:_ 

.i;-
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FQ;( LC.VITT F,WI.; SC!ri .. J.TZ JDC 59 '"UB 168 

'.'IE have: instructEd our rEl1rEsEntativEs Spain discontinue: 

furthEr Efforts to brinG out e:ithe:r adults or 

childrEn from Frence: tlo.rCUGh S~)[\in< · \'JE l:l,l'f: in nCrEE1:1Ent 

\'lith the: dEcisions to.lcEn in this matte:r,, /,re: now 

conce:ntratin(j OUr Efforts transport to ?~fe:stine: Visa 

holde:rs in IbErian Ptninsula and Tnn[;ie:rs ~. e:.npe:cially 
.. , ... 

the: chi~drm anc~ yotmg pEople: who arrivE:d in rE:c~nt . , 
. ·. 

months froni France:. In this connEction vie: have:' 

~Jossibility -of Spanish ship to Pale:stine: somd:i.me: 
. . . 

. I ... 
in Se:pte:mbe:r conce:rnins which w;l.ll ndv~se:· mol'E fully 

ne:xt days fi:l,?o continue: ne:cotiationf,l fo~ l'ortu::;\1e:se: 
,; 

stwme:r vih:i.Jh will truris~)ort baltmce: Pah:stine: ecrtifiq'ntt. 

li.olc1e:rs thE:se: are:as imc1 make: possible: c6mpl~tje: . 

. nin~t~::rt; :i.o11·: 
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/ OF 

STATE 

LC - 996 
Dis·i:;ribution of 
true readi~g only by 
special arrangement. 
( \I) 

secretary of State, 

'Jashington. 

2657
1 

August 29, noon (SECTION OHE .. OF 
~ 

Referring first paragraph agree that 

operations through Spain and Portugal ri.ow 

children or adults from France through ~?pain and are 
--= _, .. _ . 

so notifying their representatives• )Ij.eu~tel 2331 
- . . . 

- r!RB 81, .August ,24. THIS WRB 166 FOR ~EHLE FROU ])~xT:;:::·:R. . . - ' - · ... - .. - . : 

AUSVTering• yOU!' inquiry unfinished tl.Ulks before 
,-: . :''. .. 

rJRB here are (.A) evacuation Sl)~nish R~pub:lical:t rei'Ugees 

from Portugal on Vlhich -mere beMhning has b~en rnad<;J;. 
;' .·' .. ·. _,. 

Reurtell819 1 June 24 and foliowin_g te~t)g:t;~nll.s s,a!Jle· · 

,subject. HeJCioo C:i,ty and Uaslhngtori both 4iii:itQ_I'Y• 

If politic~i,situation•sttou~dcha~~e thi~ paskun~:.'· 
·necessary. sh~uld-~ot t~ke rn<?r~/.~tian t~eemoriths · 
if re~~o~s~s Co~~ q~i~~l;i .p~C>c$d~J:'.e: on~e ~s~abl~~l~~cl 

::::•"a. "'g~t ~·. hO •.. o6n ·ii~\ir,i;• •;~~i~~;t~f~if~ ii 
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LC - 989 
Distribution of 
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true reading only by 
special arrangement. 

Dated August 29, 1944 

•a n> ... Rec 1d 5:03 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

r/ashington. 

2657, August 29 1 noon (S:CCTION TWO) 
I" 

(E) In view Embassy's assurances to Portuguese , 
Government, arrangements should be made for any Hungarian 

JerTish refugees .who arPi ve here. Very doubtful their 

arrival however. 

Believe all above could be accomplished or put 

in trains or that they could be cared for by. regular 

diplomatic staff with>n tlu!ce. ·mon)_hs r~ssibly two; 

Suggest that Dexter and V/idon couldat end of that 

period or possibly before (ono) go toFrailc.o.~oprel3orit" 

ing r/RB if }~ann rs negotiations ad)nit that po~sibiUty; 
. · .. o., .. ·· . . 

(t~vo) accept any assignment elsewhere which WRlf or 

Departm0l1t makes; (t.hreo) if Unitar:tan Sor..JicetCommH'-' 
. . . 

too c16siros their services hero o'r el~ewhere tl}l)y co,ulil 

rotUh1 to prci'l('~o~s employment; (~o~r) if' no:io~gor 
rioodod in t\lr<;>Pe by w!m, Dppartmont~ or ·u~o thErfqo 

> • • • • ,_. <,_,. 

retitrrlod J:lbme and resig~ frohi so~yi9o. Urge .ori.~e·mo;r.o 
·iniPo~t~~~ bf·:· 

_>f. 

~~~~$tP:.is,~n ·~.: 
~0.- -

:~~~~·~L:>.·.·.:·: ~:~~~~~-;:·_:;~-:~-~ _ ---· ............. ____ _ · ·: -~<:··_-~-- ,_<-~;-; ... __ ·.- .. ·:~~-:-:::h>\::f -_;·:_.,~:"''-::··· .... : .. ,,--:-:c,~--
~--~ • ·-·- --- -~- -• -- -~--i~~w·~~~---~~-~~~..;..-~ .. --,~~~~--~·,:·:•:\•;:~:·.-.·~~-~~-~~:·· .-.:·-:<~.:~:-~~T~~\~~1~ 
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vEht d~plicatiotr of 

Ih.Iy. HopE Manrl-'S trip 

·. going thErE Soon • 

·.'(END OF ~II::ssAGE). 

· vw.s: 
ER: 
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/ 

. Lisbon 

ANo.·FiEcoRBs ··.· 

DatEd J.ugust 29j 19.:.,.:;, 

REcfc'l 12:53 C.o!ilo 1 30th 

SEcrEtary o:f St['.tE 1 

;·Jushingtcn, 

2c;2; Tw~y-ninth, ~~),m, / 

FOil L!:;:.VITT F;wt; SCI-IW •• :;1TZ JDO 59 'BB. 169 

Vi EVI your cnb1 E"and s i!hiic.r mEs sa~E f1•om \'hill 

wE haVE instructEd our I'qwt;;sErrtativEs SpnincliscontinuE: 

furthEr Efforts· to' bring o~t • F:ithn• rid~l;tls or 

childrEn from F'rv.ncE tl:nicu.sli Spdi.ti. 

with thE d~eision.s,>tC:lfE:tl In tQ.is''matb'Er.·. i.rE~ now' 
> •• •• • • • • • :;.:. • • • • • •• • \ ' • ';. • y·, •. )' ' . . . •. 

()OJ:lCEntrntihg OUr Effo1•ts trai:Jspo~t to .t'n1E:stinE v·Jsi1 . . .· . . . l'· . . . ;; ... ·. ' ., ... ' 

l,iolc1Ers in IbErian PEni1~s~:\~1,1 ill')d TansJE'r,#~)h::~tqi[ll:(y 

,;6h~; •. chi1drtn an~ yo~1rigil1t;S1jj_'~ whG ri~ri~e:~ <inor&~·~n~ 
nim1ths fron'I F;an6i• ±;1 ·~hid·6orin~cition\~i·:;~~vE · 

. p0SI3lbil1_ ty 

lh SEl)t~m~i~··coh~···f·.· 
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The following ie 

OUTGOING 
TELEGRAM 

i·TE 
·'August 25~ 

J.>! ','. I~ PI•"" For """r. ' :;). 

<0 text of th~ ty reasons the 
, __ ,,,_ J b ls mesc-~,...,.1":>. 

II' ... ·' ~c1onel "•cvmc..t 
. , t.. .. , .;:.o'Jl,-} rjpn ' 

(,': 

tor Ambaseador fro~ Pehl.e •. -- --- -- ...... .....:_ ___ _ 

Recent military developments leadme to believe 

that at th1e time there are no longer the poss1b1lit1ee 

----of doing important rescue work from Spain which formerly 

ax1eted. ln view ot such developments the ~a~ Retugee 

Board has decided tbat James H.~Mann would be able to 

do more ettective work from London tor the rescue or 

persons in imminent O.anger ot death. A-ccordingly Mann. 

w1ll oe presently situated a.t the American imbaesy 1n 

London and will not come to the American Embaea7· in 

Madrid as Special Attach, on refugee mattel"ao However, 

it 1a poaa1ble that 1t in the future important P,roblema 

arise in that area he Jlla1· 1t you-pel'oe1Ye no ObJection 

come to Me.dl'1d t:rom London 1n the sam~ capac1t7 as on 

his previous trip there. l extend to you 1111 appreciation·· 

to:ryou:r having consented to receive Mann as an Attache 

to the Em~aas7. 

WRB:MMV:Ka 
8/25/44 ', 

HULL._ 
(Gm'l) 

.BO 



... 

........ 
J.ilSBOllu 
233}: 
The tollot.,ing !riRB oabl&no. 81 1s 

l'ehle. 

ln T1ew of' recent m1l1 tar;y deVelopments in lt'rance 

the War P.etugec Board feels that no further efforts should 

be made to reaou~ either children or adults from France 

through Spain. ~his matter has been discussed with 
v' . ~ . 

Dr. Nahum Goldman who agreed and it is understood ,that 

the JDC io cabling its Lisbon office along the lines ot 
jj 

the Doard's decision. Xou should.adYise those persons 
. ......... 

and organizations in l'ortugal interuted in reooue opera-

tiona ot this decillion or the Board and ask them to 

advise their associates in Spain• In the event that an;yJ 
persons 

ot such/or organizations are planning to continue ouch 
.i 

rescue work trom France through Spain ;yo~ should promptly 

advise mo b;v cable. 

Since the above-mentioned rescue operations are 1 ended 

lnsotar as the Board is concerned, I would appreciate 

your vlewe concerning what, lt any, worth~rh1le :proJects 

consistent with the Executive Order c~ating the Board 

remain to be carried out 1n or from Portugal. 

.-... ··. 
~. ',,,· .. ,, .. ·,~-'-....__,;..:..._ 

WU;h 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept, Letter;. 1"11·72 

. By li H;PL\rka J)ate....s.EJ?.. l5 .1972 , 
. -..... ~ . ·--'-~--.· .,_ -:··-:-~~-~~;..;..-~~·' 



-2-kl2331_, llugust 24• .11 p .. :n ... to Ltsbon 

With ref•Hnoe 70lll" WRB 164 l&slbaiiiJ' 1S MoQ 2609). 

Mann i.e go1nr to England 8hol'tl.J where be will study 

pJtoblem and nbaU :recollliendatione to tho Board to!" 

Us oondderaUon regaraing &llJ' aot1on 'wb1oh 1 t should 

take .. 

WIW:MMV'IG 
8/24/44 

'.: _ _ .:....__-__ _ :~ ... , 

(GLW) 

J 
·j 

··.··. i . ···J 



~0 AMBASSADOR NORWEB JOR DEXTER FROM PERLE. 

In 1iew of recent military deYelopaente in ~ranee the War Refugee 
Bo&rd feels that no further effort a shOUld be made to rescue el ther 
children or ~:Lte from J'ranoe. t:brougb Spain •. Thie matter hal bee!\ 
dtec.ueeed with Dr. Nahum Ooldmea: who t~~l'eed and U ie understood th~t 
the JD0 ia cabliJI& Ue Lisbon office alone the llnee.of the Boal"d11 \ ,, 
deoieion. You should ad:rlte tholf peteonl and Ol'l&llllratione in Port.l 
1ntereeted in r'1oue qperations of thill decision of the Board and aik · 
them to a4Yite their 4••ooiatea in Spain. In the event that ani of 
such peraone or oraanisatione are planntus to continue euoh reeoue 
work from france through Spain you should promptly adYlee me by cable. 

Since the abov .... entioned re1oue operations are . ended insofar aa 
the Board .is oonoerned, I would appreciate your YleWI concerning. W\l&t, 
if any, worthwhile proJects oonsiltent. with the Bxeautive Ol'der creating 
the Board remain to be carried out in or fro. :Portugal. 

With reference your wiB 164 (Embasq'• No. 2609), ll9hn ie ~Soing to 
England shortly where he will study problea and eubmit reoomme~dattone 
to the Board for ita ooneideratlon resarding any action which it should 
take. 

THIS IS WBB LISBON OABLE BOo 81 

61lO p.m. 
August 23, 1944 

~Miss Chaunoey (for the Seo'y.) Abrahamaon, Cohn, fu.Bois.• Friedtruip, err . Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MoCormaok, Cable Control Files 



AUG 9 1944 

Dear llr. Leavitt• 

The following message for you from Doctor Schwartz 
(JDO No. 46) has been received through the American Embassy 
in Lisbon• 

"Additional number .35 adults just cane into Spain 
over moUntains. Among them were parents of 3 children previous­
ly rescued. Total rescued nOlf 402." 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint Diatribution COllllllittee, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
New York, ~ew York. 

FHodel:jth 8/9/44 

•: 

·~. 



Washington. 

2i1s, August 5, noon 

THIS IS WRB 140 JDC 46 FOR LEi,VITT FROU SCIWJARTZ 

~dditional nu:bEr 35 adults just camE into Spain 

ovEr mountains. rlmong thEm wErE parEnts of 3 childrEn 

prEviously rEscuEd. Total rEscuEd now 402./ 
NOR'NEB 

EEC WMB 

\ 

~~ '"' the \ For securitY raa a- ~t 
. th;- !Jl'"'' ·~> mu. te:xt oi ·" 

Oc c' o el\ ; .. -----
-·--- ----- ·---· --

\: 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 . tJ 197?. 

By R. H. Parka Date_sf.£. 1 . 

,, 
.I 



.-,_ 

JUL 29 lMf, 

Dear .llr. Leavitt1 

The following message far you .from Mr. Pilpel 
was received .from Lisbon under date of July Zl, 19441 

"JDC .36. l'Urther our Z7 total 
recent arrivals Spain now .360 in­
cluding Jl children without parents. 11 

lofr. Jloaea A. Leavitt, 
Seoretary, 
.American Jelrish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

:no Madieon Avenue, 
New York, New York, 

FHilab 7/';J}/44 ~ --

Very truly yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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LIS-369 PL/.DT 

Lisbon 

Rrc 1d 

ncshincton. 

2~6 b7rnty-srvrnth, 6 p.n. 

FOR LE.oVITT p·~Oii PILPEL 

\ DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A.ND RECORDS 

July 2?, _19-1( 

9:29 p.rle 

':tRB 1~2 JDC 36. FurthEr our 27 tott'.l rEcEnt 

o.rriv['.is Spc>.in ncm 060 including 31 childrEn nitl::-

out pl:!rEnts. 

HOR'.'IEB 

I~ !.I 

\) 

., 
.. · 
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&~state, lfashi~ton July n,· 1944 

2469 

CLEAR UNRRA 

r / II 
For Lehman from Cochran UWRRA. For flenshikov• No. 2 

/ 
Subject visit Philipp~ille. stte excellent sl~o in part 

slightly IIISlarious. 

lo Capacity planned tor sooo possible expansion to 4a.ooo. 
2. locOIIIIIOdationsJ present buildings adequate for adtDinlstrativ., 

kitchens, storage etc.~ also some .recreational and provision tor hous­

ing 2000 ret'uge&sbalance planned tor 160 pound tents. 

3. Medical 6oo beds being Eibablish$1 already equipped to wn­

?h!ioerable extent. Italian and efugee ottootore ltd to be e.vailable. 

UNIUiA head Doctor enroute can report further on this subj~ot. 

4~ General. A!'HQ believes strongly ~hat C$111p boulq be made avail• 

ane at once to meet possible need perhaps temp;;&Ij, but d~t'initely in 

resene. they d~re that UNRRA be ready to as•~e r·il~on~ibili'y as 
. ,. -

early as possible for n411ed it it arises.: In this d~oieion t'~6il}t~ee 

in lii«dle ~s:t ·IJampe ~d possible tho ·hes probable. use or 1ocations 

in Italy w~re oonl!idered. They ally it and when the.re i~ better altejinative 

rttst co~eid•mttie>n ~llbe given it. fh!lt. in memti~e n~ ·~6iutt~ri ~tber 
than abC,.e ap.pears ~pr~~tiC!lbl$;; • In ant ~ellt w~er#e~ loQa4 '#1,io~al 
pereonn~l c net~ded ~ .From here :I- think · above JJC).iofi sound but, debir~ to -

wt thhol~ Mf ~ente ·.Uri til atte~ . I. have_ had oonv~ration. Wi tb lll!tlutwe .. · • .. 
. .. ' ·: :,· . . . . . . :· .. . "- -.. ,. ' ---·' . .- -.1. ., 

in 0811'0• .. ~1~ depart tor there a•• soon ·as ~~Qrii~ble' ~fter•al'fi~· ·~,:,r.v;"~'~ 

... · .· . . .. · ··~\'~~·. 



"~ 
;:r~:-· 

,..,.,..., 

,o·•,•r.o· 
···j 

-2-

personnel mentioned your number one. Please advise if they have left 

or probable ante of leaving that I may plan trip accordingly. Rep4atec! 

to UNRRA Cairo a No. 100 and to London as No. 252. 

CHAPIN 

el 

\'; 
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MJK-120 3~ WWv~~~~~L1 ) 
PLJ.IN ( ~ t7 l/r'.f!../ 
Lisbon 

DatEd May 15, 1944 

REc 1 d 9:32 p •. m .. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

VIa shington. 

x ·.;·_:\'" 

1459, 15th, noon. 
K 

WRB 35. FOR LEb. VITT JOINT FROiVI ROBERT PIT.. PEL. 
v 

JulEs JEfroykin Spain lEadEr group 55 adults 

foll?WE-d by ll morE total 66, Total rEcEntly arrivEd 

Spain 200, all our carE._ 

EJH 
h!EV 

NORVIEB 



_! 

.-~ 

MAY 18 1944 

Dear llr. Leav!tta 

The folloWing message for you from Robert Pilpel 

was received trau. Lisbon under date of .lfay lS, l944a 

llJules Jefroykin Spain leader group 
SS adults followed by ll more total 
66. Total recent:cy- arrived Spain 
200, all our care. " 

Mr. Moses A. LeaVitt., 
Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint 
Diatribution Committee, 

270 lo!adiecn Avenue, 
New Yo'*• New York, 

Ver.y truly yours, 

(S1enad) J,W, Pehla 

J. w. Pehle 
B~cutive Director 

,. 



CM ._ Z78 
'rhis telagrem must be 
~nraph~ased before being 
?-O:?)IltUJdcated to anyone 
other than a <J-ovox·nment 
"~''-'me:! (SCOO) 

S})C(~iB.l itu~f~:r>t:ct.tovr._, rer:urd!.ng g;?.r~t-51~1? c:r 'Y1 t.r,tt f.o rcf1i(H;'~J .cb.:ll.{Ir-en no·ted 
Instnwtior.s hs:ve been er,;nt t.o oonsul.&l' :.ffices undc-l't' this LeFt:lr;:~: Yi; 71aw or· 
dH'ficulti er, ir: rnt1.ing · \lhU,b:'cn out- 'it L: cc.u~·t fnl if <my la:rget~ nxuni:•(•·r v1:lll be 
•.!.vailablo hofore Jr;J.y J.,. 1944 Dopal.""h<l:lt.•s 1017 !..pl'H 12 

Legation hns advisod Portuguea0 G<:>vern\nailt o:t arrangeman~s made and has re­
quested H to grant neoessury t,rB.nsi t visa!! £UJ6 bospit.al.l tyr e.loc• t.l'm.t ar:::'ll.ngmnants 
ror ti YJf.>noit.g ch:\J.dron · !.n P<n·tur;t.\1 t<ill \:!(• un(l<~:r.'t">ken 'by "/i(,r !l:e:C'v.gao Bo:.-u·d \?ill 
advise l•1ter reaoti<>llf.l 

'lie are in contact with Isaac W~:d SEP.J.l c r·t·g~ll"d:ll1g plans for •·ecept1on cant 0rll 
.'lea DepaJ.·tmeut 9 a telo&'l'run 101,8 0 A:;.'l'il 15 h-tcn;;h·<:J plans not n-ec-ess!ll"y nm'l but 
1:;ay be lahar Will ke~p you tH'ivJ.ged of d!rvelop!l!'!:'.lta .. Thil1k l'6'J·~pU.cn will not 
pn,s-ent gr· ee t 61 ffi oul'tier,t .. 

Isaac W•o,J.,~mnan~ rep:reaent11tive of World Yx;wtsh OongN;s:;, ~.o att.~!;;npting to 
bring 6000 hidlitm children olandef.1tinely o)llt of F~'.S.YlC~ tlu.'OUf)l Spe.:tu·to Poi•tugal. 
ancl 3000 nthel'e who az'6 :reg:tetered in France; th0 later. if poiisi1Jle, throtl[~h legal 
channols He lnUBt have War Refugee Board t s COO!JOl'ation •. both finanaial and practi­
cal,. otherwise promising plans may fail .~dviaG giving him all cooperation 
possible. 

NOR\'IE:S 

WSB 

CO: Miss Chauncey' (l!'or the Seo 9y), M:r-, Abrahamson, Mro Akzin, Ml•.; Bernstein, 
Mrs. Cohn, Mr;, DuBois, Mr, FJ:·iedmnu,, Mi•., Ge.stonv hU.as Hodel;,'liUila LaUghlin,­
!Jr, I.esser, Mr. Luz:ford, M.r, Mann, Mrs .. J.f.:t.llllOn0 Mr, Marks 0 1b.•, MoCorillliok,, 
Mr. Paul. Mr, Pohle, Mr_. Pollak, Mr, Rains,. M.r, SiireoY', Mr,. Smith,, Mr,._ Standish 
Mr .• Stewart,, Mr .. Weinstein, Mr. ,H., D,, Wltite, l!'iles 



.H :~1 ~ tJ1; ~ -~.~:. :;, 

t;;Tt_J ··p_,~l ..... ~ 

- - -
- --

.~ ns~r_ ;;~~~,/:.~3:1\~~~it~~;~;··:::~;~',,~~-:~~~;~·',~;~~:.~: ~~t'•"'''•t:rcc~ · ft'-Pi•! ·;.,.,,;~<!1.' ;"'''~id 
ttoil .shoultr ho t:~>"Jll.t~t.tlt.{;~ :tn -z~·.]'-;, ... ,,,i~W,~ ,~\l·~'; .. :;\i~h -1~$tn:"!:H··' t.tr~:.·· 
Uli;,ret1f ··;~iU P.jt~·m'u m•)St "'f!'t""·' :·: · < 1.:· 

GO: Mise Chauncey (Fol' the Seo'y), lli•, Abral~!:>.I'J.taou; ·~t\.' .. Ak~in, M.1< B~l·~tst~in, 
,~l:ro . 'Q{)hn,, l!tt', DullM.a, l\!"X'. ·F.t-ied.u:«ln,, 1..'\1•" Hailton. !X1.aa Uod.ol;. Miai,1 IJ.mgllU.n · 
Mp !.t'lsu~~,_;, Mr. f,uxfol'd, :tit-. Manu, Ux•s, Uannonrl Jlh•: I·Iarka,. Mr. :MciCol\71~\ck 
MJ.•. Pa1.1l; ~!r. Pehle. ti.J~ •. l)ollt\k~ ?8r. ·nrlii:\u, 'Mr lhi'goy,. Ui, Smith; Ml.". 
St;-.n(f'I.Hli, ~!l:' .Str>wa;..-t, .!lh•, l'll.'~nate>hl, Mr .. 11 D Wld.t~. l1Hca· -







,.;;;,ic;~: ']:;~;,~~~. :~~:;•:;Gf:~'·:!l~~=t~~~~~~:~:~i~~~2{~:,-:\n~; 
(,(lii;ol J.i5o0 .t•cifng~i'lti Olll' Tl.)ll.!i! 365 lia?'i!> eppl:hd: fOl" . 

. t!or.th Af:rlott<a cru11p but il't~ench 11J.t thorHiat~ M:vro: iej~_ot<-'ll 
.. tl.pproiii:t .. tmly :l.O lJI!l~'Cil!t t ookl.rig total lik<:)i;r. · tl) ·1J~i . 

m<H!ld &l.bcn\t 775 wld.ch v'-l.l tncludl!l at l.EJ~>!I~l 385~ 
f.lGJph~.\·di;i g:i·oup; ·, )JQU!iv<~ aornc; <>then ~ighlj o~ ~ilbg 
\i.<)J.'I'irt nft<~:r :J:.irot ~p:oup l<10.V<O!\l prt>Vi.di>d- !i'1~ou.:1h · . · · 
ll.uthor.itit>u twcGpt a.-dditiont~l grtm:V~ 'but li\qmt point .. 
ou.t Vfley -11 ttl~ ontlmsiru;m li!J!.long i~fug<>Otil fox- :~r.n.r ty'p0 
CD.JilP AAd dittiault f. or :!lor,Jkolt:ltm o1• ua utili sie !l<t\aui'ini 
IMip&oially :Villl'W uncarta>int1om regi,Lrdtng right to .\io:rk' 
<l\Ud oth&r QOI\d1tionlll uh:!.ch 'i:l.ll prevail,· 1;1rJo mmy. 
:refugees allp0Q1!11l;r .llai•celoa~ ,fuwo olooti riil_tl~iv~s in 
:Franc"' whom thGy :t'e'!ll thQy e&ul help trom flp,~ii.n t.he:ra= 
forG ;rafuee to luve; for &l.Y-PO:!.nt :froi:l u~i~h coU:t®.ot 
1mpouibJ.0o :l\:avo ~<tVul'thiillflliiiJ COOpo3l"Atled fully lillld, 
you mey b@ otart~~>iJI \fill shall. try:. get out u:ttlillll'a 
aumbor u1thori t 'tiain,t till. duo y,roi!l.iur•. ~ S1~nod 
Joseph BehutU'ho .· · 

EJH. 

'I 

Kills Oha11ncq (J'or ~he Seoly)~0~~~hllmllO)I;; ~•ill; Bern~;te1il, Colin, 
Ro1s, Jriedl3n, Gll.eto~, Jioil~l, ]',e.ugb11n, L11U\ll", X.u,..tord, Mnnn.,. · 
Mc.Oormaok, :Pan.l. Pt~hl!'l,. Polls!.<:, l?ldlllo, nl\l'go;r. S!zith., · ~tl\."1d1llh, 
Btowart, WhitG, li':U'li!l · · · · 



:~.):;.g,n,~_'J.0: s: ... ;.1.;:\r>t) ·1;0 _M:d.~::· .. lJn\1, .. -}:)1. ;:it.t;..- :::··.:'~)r~.1~ .• 

:, ,;·~;;;~,,)~l·~;~;t~~,~~J!~:~~·"i.:~e~!~t~~\,t;~: ~;~;::~~;~~ . ;[,. 
i}nt:t )3ot.i~;if- 'hu"J .. tr;.l\'~1~ {,}~~~r. ~;j,;-,ju· :i.~, t~t~.n.~~- 'ii~ u·~~~ ;! .. ! 

·~:;·,('~<,t·n~ ·;.~t~);~t/1.n~~inl J.n!.\311L~:i~f~. ol :.~n-.f,~t.::'~Cti tf1V:; ,)n:::-;1.~.'11~ 

{:~::~::;:·-~)]. h~;.,: ~,::~~:t ~~" ~i~~;:,~:;(·~ ~'~:~ t~~~,; j:r~::·ll i~~~:::~h~:1,~~.~~ 

:.:':·;::~:~~~:E;~~~~~:~~~~:;!!~~t~~~~:;,r:~i~~~:I:~)~~~i~~;;:~:;:::::..:t::: 
-~l::fj .t'oL\,r)\d.ilg p:te.n .IJf. rroposa~l ''t:ip<in;af;il'lxtt> iY1 !JpMn~ J•} 
rutib~n$. t :.,,d b;;f. :tltii. B<;~il:r1l• fci~ to\U' \)OU,ti\(l~:ttd;~on, nd.v:l (c(; · 

mvl oow;;;"n*' ~:Hit ~mi.1h .\tc~:lo\l. an if; '-rtdin,~t;;.:t. 



I 
I 

:"~;) ':~IJ;,: nrtv,;liH'":~111 :r·1<"ht~:ra ·!.'•t"-~·,·l;ic,;,., 

~~· ,:~.~~·~~- -;~.l;n):~:;~f,~~,''~,:~~~;::~,J~~;; ~:;:~:·~:~~;<)~\~ .. ;~';, i :! 1 )v· ·.· 

}~· -.•vt:-p.-.:•1}' 1'·21·.:_--'iJ_ :;_~: }·;1.~t1"J:rg- ·J.n.Pi·i\n.t:.t:. h:.vt l:·~'1ft-tJt.d)i! _t,.,·,· 
~·: ~;~! ~; _~; -~, ~- "::~¥\{- t';J.!J ·t>~U\Y.i_~ ~- ()';··.;.'!;~. iih{·? :~l01~.!Y1;o. 5"!\ ·;·: . 0)1 · 'i' ~~~) *- l 

·,·,.x;·,lr~::~;~;~:, \.((!'';lj .• { ''f:,_j 1-:'.'r:/·. (~'1):~. wl: ~\1·0 j'\;'l!~·Jlp:~·t 
~~,~1~~L (;t-1 :.J:·:H1.':t'·Jit 1 !!.,·.'' f;·)7: :~~·~- p0t.H"d~t<~?i: 

{:}.tJn -p.o.i-:':l' t-r~ ·:,;_~u _p~·.:nr~t:~\(_~:·:~ t,~;J · :t·~JJ\~ . .f.P·~;~ ~n,hJ:..:,~- td.P-o { ;_~ 
t:Gtiu.~~-~~~L l~~(. ~StG ·;:·.~·!rmt.0'r'i~:-.~} n\' ·i;~~~ l-H~o:pone~1. .b~1H~~-·-dt··\ .· 

.{;:;j :-~}:~1 ;_~·.:,;;:<;>3/~.o:o, of .,~lv~ r:.:;t't·t~itt:J· n~'!·~:{'l'. :1!.\''-l. ·~:t~Yd.~'>\· 
\.i{Hi.'\il. t~tH~uJ.y~ :~'B. {l'tUG~! ·no(~~~~Yt\.1f \.{'li'!. 'huti\o''i:~}n 't1}lf.~ ~;i\:f.,o-:t tH ~';~ 

~;:~:~~~:~::~~~~~d ~;~~~~~:~~~•:!~:~:x~::~;;:~c>~~~~::~~::t£~;,'~~:~;~~'l h '·' 
:~~:;:vvJ; ~ m\'~· .. 'N l;:ff;;K%, w;'\Mi~t~{i~'~ ·y;;;:;:::~~ t t.i'..:.;!,~D~~t.~)l;;x.c·ht 

--.0 ·--~--:----~---· ._____,..;..:. -- •• , .• 



u-:P11~'(i~in>li~~ti :h)~·. ii~P.: ~30[-i.J:rl ~ 
n~~~l ·(h .. qH·~ .",iJ} 1;t.:1u0:tan--f ·-
6:f'··~hti CB)1'~')l~}3. ;~~.t ·\th:l'B 

. . . . : . . . . - . -

tll~i;if~~t \)i~ t-~-~t\· .. 01: -t.h~ . ~!~ ~Jlt. in~ .: o~f .~= .i~~~~o il~\'- ·:if!;-:t";{ ~ l"~1t:t6 r;",s:;l ~~\ 
t'il. reiu.g_es~s "tll-0.\1 J."iH(HO(l'~·~"~~ _1lJ' .. ··yo1.~.- :'l~ f!e(tt.lt.'tfl .}: nt~ ~"t)tiY 
-~elGg:t~m:;. Cii' ]l0ln~~_ifi:i'Y· ~1B! 194.4 l~-~~··$8:~<.-. 1f!f, u .. t.~..tt~fJ,;!.dJ~~( 
-~~at N~tt~.~ tJ:f the -.x .. ~~1.Ug~~s. ~~i~-~ _\~l.qh· t<; px-Ott~~Ct to tJVi1:Gy 
.~i.:<'0<:<1S tlw.n 111)rth Afl•ioa ono~; th\\y :niya uGOfip(>t\ :fl:'OE 
•:,tlC'W'ic&:;,wtiM. • Hov<J:tt<lr, tho) l'..<;i:<.~Ll feeln tl:i!l._t. it :'l_n 
u.n.d.ei!lil:'ablc tlmt' 1;hfJ3t:l_1'0:!'uf;cJOfl ·Nl!D.<t!n .ilt Bi)ei11, 'l'liilJ 
<;hould pTocaed ~o · l-Jox•th · Ai'}"hw. Hhtll'O .. they ba;i mab:> ·· . . 
f.l.f.'l~anh~~t~ntci fog hX.t:~1fol c?:ltH.!tr[lu~~ :~;·1 t·h k-il"'nn.t~l~ H0t:u_-·cit.~·;.· 
ftJt~ 't1K\i1IGU1 VGt) C)-:n(l tfti thQu.t .. eu.\ht:~?:~rli~':Hlhl.6nt \10 YJb,t.1.• Gtr\··:~(n.\ .. -
~'&Uli o:f Sp!ft.ill.. 1~hii.lh 1:.1'ight. bot coitmid, llho\lltl i•h<il;r l'oJAlt\h\ 

ther0. l~i;. hJ propoa~;cl that Mill frimHax• o!t'i.cinl'' 
t1."I1d. pol~ .. e~) r.YL\tho:t--:\ tlH~, d.il~.;,H.;t ·'the, :.-~-,tuc;eas~ to ··the" boi!.tn):'H) 
p<'OV'idill,f:: i;hsm with pernltt.~ , to 'b'lliVHJ. onldf, f1'01a the ]it)~;)~ 
of !l:pprehMoiori J;o the ntlfu~a~\; .co:nt.rn'.. ~~a· ht)p~ 'l.;h~\.t :t.h~o 
l'll:ftigaoc; uU.J. bo 11d.v:toad. by tb¢~ SyJe.n~_;;h oi'f1eis.lli ·th<\t 



" " -. :: 
·. ·. . 

;;~.~~,~·:··~;·~;;:;~~~1~~;:"·~:~;~~,.~~~l'~·), llhl'lhlv<m<Ml; hkretu; )lfi~;n., tdJ1,. Ool:r,; .•. 

~·~.-.~-')·u,-~:J1 ll_~·~·.xl_t;.~:·,·~h~\~l1~1.l•·.i~i,·~~ .. :.~.·.···'·.•·;'·~ . .'_.·;o~(;: {_:1<1:~.: .• :x,.K,~~~1,_~_1l. !.·h· ~,·ft~:.~.·.'.l,-.:,.,1~.n.'-,·. ~-1<:1ni:in..,1l' H~~r?:(a, !fr:\OO;."i·1f1.~~k, .~ , T ~ ..., _~ ;>-... .... ..,,.. •• .....<--«~ .. >.l>. \; _ ·:-,.•,s· 

- .n·:-. ·:;_·,/'S. :;~h;! .s~~·r-'..:~.::::·~ r i"lf}jJ~-~} I .11 eh:~t~· ... !:tl'?t.:l t Viuil~U ~t)~n ~ . 



DC:E :1-Kf'i. 
3/22/'A 

' ·. ' ) ! . . . ' . . • 
. . DECLASSIFIED . . · .. ·. 

State Dept. L<itte1·, l' 11· 7 II . : · .· · .. 

By R. H.P~ks Da~~l5 1972 .. 
. . . · . 

. rtbn ('h'1U'J•H•Y \!'r)c tnioi '~>;,c':!!l ,1\>o'BhaliJrKm: Al~::?.in.~ B"rust.etn', (John;· 
.J!L>.Bob, J;'d todh1H\l, Uaotou1 lh><li;J, :. r;!1,vglllin,. J,rJssol', J~ttrt'.oru,. ~\rill, 

MI!Gorroack, Paul; :Pollnk, Raina,. ~1ta1idiah; Stwi:1art; ·,\;(;, Do Wi1~ to'/ 
J.'ohl111,' :F'J.l!lf.l. · · · · · · · · 

-·~~-~-----:. .. ___ , 





~;··i(~~~.-i.·:: .Y.l',y __ Dt")1~J.!: :.n~l.-ii..YU 'tlfU_-:.~h _ll1UY, .1lt . .;; 

{~ pl~i"~)lotfe?i) Jnclu.·3.ing_ th~-~ }W,Vf~c~·t·-_-ol· )\..~:..~ .. ~ · 
·irt-bner~y ~:;-c <tll"H;!Hy~~occtzo1.ad." tar~~itbry wh"O,ru_e.y-: 

hav(> provi\leu.: either good~ or aervic~a il1' corinection· with 
the foregoin{;·.:·· fn order to acquire the n~cMStli·y local. · . 

OUl'X"Ill.lC)' fo1• the fJU:t:pOSI!l of fin.<o .. ncing tho Opcrntiona r~fei-il 
l'l!lll to; a1>ove, tho following three method a: are authorized · 
p:.·ovicled that· m<Jthtid l!o. 3 el:iouid not be. \a;ed ·if ·1 t is 
fee.bibll'l to usc eHhor mothod No. 1 01· No~ 2 to·obtnin 

. the local currency or exchange. (1) .'l'he currency oi· ex-"' 
:change of the country or countr1es in ~1hich th~ ·oparationa 

a1•e to tnke p:j.ace may be purchased iri Spall) if you-r repra-, 
· eentntive ia reasonably certain that the e~lle1•s ·have · · 
held SUch OUrrQnCy or exclmng.e Bbice befol't') the! dr~tc !l.IS .. 
of which t'luoh oou~1tricu w11r<'l froien by the Governinent of): I 
the United Ste.tea or, if aoqu)rod silbeequont to th1;1t time, 
that. th(l Gellllr. acquired 1lUCh currency or_, :~xohange under 

· circumetances which were not· beneficial to ··the enemy,· ... · 
'your rcpreaenta:ti v~ to c~neul t ld th tl\~ Urjited _States Emball,BY 
in Madrid whcm possible iri such casee:~ 'rhe sellers of ·· ·. 
ouch local currency. or ""~.''- .nge mti,y · be reimbureed in 
pesetao at the prevailing unofficial rates' of exchange .in 



(D) Periodic reports·. with .rfls}iect 
consumated undar this license shoutd, be 
United Statee Einbuasy in Madrid by. ;Your representative' .• 

It iB r~queeted ·tha:t you· inform ~~r~ Sequin•ra th~t Dr. 
;Jouoph Sch~1artz, .the 'J])c represent.ative in L11!b<in .• will .gi"Je 
him ineh-uctionr.s with regard to. beginning the operat'ionB Cll,;~_ . 
. ·<rhaged by ;tioc.>nse ~r-2155 and that ho should cbmply 1".1-th. ilucih 
ine~trnciiona. The operations envisaged. by the above quoted 
license aro approvetl by the Trl9Mury, the Departmenr 1nnd the 
~tar Refugee Board and we_ requellt yqu to tnko · _iluch' r.eaaoi1able 
~Stops D.B may b~ neMaeary to facilitate carrying. them into 
effect. furthermore,. you are reqil<leted to report to. ~he. :Oo:parL 
ment at once tlith l'I!IApect to any dif'f';lcultiea, especially :in. 
connection ~~l. th financial operat.ione ~ th.at may be. enociunteri'ld 

.and an indication as .to progreoo mnd.e should:_b<!i oo\i,tain~i\ in 
your report. ·. You rihoulcl promptly forward to. th" Depaiotment .. · 
l'eports filed ~lith you puraiuuit to pai•agraph (0). of tho lloe~~·~ 



i:.im~ ,c ·or ?Ih~ch, tht~ 
<.'-u~ci-ed., _rito .... ~,~ &ro· a .oct.rt-; . 

. 'Ch" 'h:~almry J)"'lJrrrim<mt has 

RUtliori zi1'<'' oper>it1oi1.~ from Portugal \.,j1Jc1l in' 'id~~~tici<.l in. I\ll. 
rtiape:ctil·with 'li.2J:55;; 'l'h-:J <7DC l'epNo<ltmtnti·ie. in thoon; Ut 
,jo,,~.-.h $chi;nr~i, .fs <~xp~cteri to r~t1lrn ·t, I,isbon in the Mt\!.· 
futn:r·c artd. ·thi., op.iJ;'ationtl l>y ~ll:., Saq(lc;rn. in,.Spaln ctnd , 
th<e o-pe:ttt.t:ions ln POrtugal ai~e ·t;o .-be CP.rried' i)Ut ·untlt~r th~?. 
f;..:n~~l"t.l ·f3tl!}t!!rVi6ion Or nr .. Sqh\an~t?;~ 

.m.JLL·: 

Hh>3 Chaunoey (Fo).' the Sec• y:), Abrahnm~on, AJCzin, U(•rn~t•H~. Cohn; 

DuJJota, Friodm<:n, Gaatr,~t, Hodel.,· L;.1U..~hlin, r,.i;ilser. t.0:ford. :i.!ruin 
UcC6rma.ck,· Paul, Pollak, Raine, Sargoy, S t~ii<liuh, St;eilai·t; \nii tc-·: Peh1a, Filt.H . . . 



t 

··~\.-,c.· -._-_._ ____ ,,..-__ -, 

.:n,v~ ~P.:VE rlOW hEFirC\- -f~6m 
Rbout thE pro~osnl to 

tntivE of ~hE IGO thErE, 

ThEy arE of thE opinion thnt 

: mEnt \'Till nOt 

thEl'E• BliolcEristnff 1 s officE 
. . . 

ui th Existing i)roblEms ('InC\ as 

StntEf3 Embnssy nn(l. His I-!IiljEsty 1 s Embassy 

.• 



BlickEnstaff. for: 

hE shoul(l_ bE thE rE})l'ESEntntlvE of 

\IE unoe:rsto.nCJ thfi.t thE un:i. tEd 
' . - 1 . . - . 

fv.l1y P.gre: Es vri th this opinion of Bl,fcke:nstaff 

Ei.1~?lm tic on thE 
i"-'- . .· .. ·.,-.-

izP.tion ••orking through h.im nnd· not ihdEplia1o.Ei1\;ly.11 

~liN ANT 

·, 

-~·-· 



-.i 

-~~---. 

RA-415 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd be:forE be:ing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a Gove:rnmEri_tal 
agmcy. (sc..:oo) 

Re;c t d 11:44 p oilH, March 1 

SEcrEta~y of StatE 

washington 

683, FEbruary 28, 6 p.m. 

It is my fEEling that Span~sh GovErnmEnt could 

bEst txpe:dite: rElEasE of re:fugEEs from Ge:rman con­

trollEd arEas of Europe:. by dirEctly approaching 

Gtrman GovErnmEnt with offErto grant transit or 

te:mporary rEside:ncE .visas to rEfugEES wishing to 

lEb:VE thosE arEas in much thE sanit waythat it has:_ 

rEce:ntly EffEctEd rElEase: of abovE me;ntionid I3Ephardic · 

JEws the: ultimatE -de:stih~t:l,ons f~r su_ch rEf'UgJ::ES.tO. bE 
-'~ 

arrangEd by thE War REfuge: e: Board or othEr
1
such ,or.;. . 

ganiZation. 
,.-- ~ . '- J: -. . . -_: -_ ~ . . ~. _'. 

It. should be: EmphasizEd 1 howEvEr,. that 

sympathEtic< c_qps::j.dE:ration of- Spanish Gonrnin,e:nt to 

such a proposal can hardly bE Exp~c_tEd Ul:Jtil thEre 

is found morE adEquatE solutiori to problE~ of de:s..: 
' . ; , .-.. - . 

Hrw.tions for thEsE, rEfuge:~s than pr?vidEd PV FtC!htda 

projEct in orde:rth;t Eff~citiv~ Evacuation of stat~-
i . 

le:ss re:fuge;e:s still in Spain can be: .ixpe;d:ttiously 

· acc6mpl:l.a~F:d 



- . . - ~ .-.. : ·. ·': · .... -~, , 
.; . _-,. ____ ;"" 

-2~ 683, FEbruary 28 1 6 p.rri. (.SECTION TH~EE) from In~tlrid 

accomplishEd and assuranc.Es givEn Spanish GovErnmEnt 

that all.r~fuge:e:s admittEd to Spain in future: undn~ · 

such an arrangtme:nt .would be: re:move:d without de:lay. 

to fU:rthe:r dEstinations. This would \1ECI'.:s.sai'H:i 

involve: postpommEnt of scre:ming ofl]."EfilgE£1i! until 

afte:r the:ir dEpartur~ from Spain a~though it is _ 

apprEciatEd that adEquatE mEasure:.s would havE to bE 

take:n at some: latEr point to sift o~t age:nts Which 
/ 

GJ~'rmans would bE oe:rt8lin, as in tht pus.t • to plant 

among thEm. 

I havE: no ide:a as to whc.t · re:action of _spanish 

Gove:rnmE:nt,would be: to sue~ a ~:roposal' or how 

succf:ssful it woul!i bE should .:it agrEE to takE ~P 

me.t:te:r with GErman Gove:rnme:nt, In viE:w of f'1ct 
: . . . . ... l:. · . . ·: : 

that princip1E obstaclEs to Esce,pe: of re:f).igEEs fro,m · 

Ge:rmtm hEld te:rritory ~ppltar to li~ within that , . 

tErritory rathEr than a thE Spanish ·frontiE:r>how-· 

tvf;r, I fEEl that th1.s approach wou.ld colliE o.los&:r 

to hEart of thE prob:Lt=;m~ '\) 

. _,. . . . ... 

to Spanish Gon:rnme:nt' on sub:j.e:ct of dE:partinE:nt ~'s 

~-



-'3· 6831 Ftbruary 28, 6 p•m• (SECTION THR~E:),froml\'ladrid 

telEgram pEnding considEntion of points rnise:d 

· htrEin • I may say in this connEction that it 'is 

---! still my opinion that prEsEnt political and Econo-

mic crisis _with Spain is· ::~pt; to have: adVErsE EffEct 

on rEcEptivity of Spanish Gove:rnme:nt EVEn to pro­

posals of purEly humanit:lrinn charactEr• 

REpEate:d to London ~nd Lisbon and by pouch 

to Algi El:'S ·• 

HAYES 

EDA 
!· 



FROM: 

TO: AMERICAN lilfBASSf. Madrid 

DA'l'EIH J'ebruary- 18, 19-M, mtdnlght 

-The foregoS:ns 1Q for the Ambassado~' s attention. 

Please rater to the Depart~entts telegram of 
-\ 

1an!1111'Y 26, 1944 no, 207 w1th1'9ferenoe t'o War Refl18ee 

Board. 

The Board has resolved, in formu:J.ating a program of 

immediate aot1on,. that an !\ttempt to taoUitate i!he 

evao:u.ation from occupied areas to Spain, 01' as iJIII.ny Jaw1eh . 

refugees and others ae possible 1111 ono ot the projects 

wh1oh should be pushed with the sr•ahet 9f ~eed;. It·.· 
. . 

1S 'lindtrll!tood. by ~he Bo.rd · that F:retloh r.tuge•IIOvemtl\t 

1s ·well organ""d ~~ fW10Uon1~ and . thiat·.IIOIQ •. illaou • .mde 
han oiready been transfenoed to No~h Aide~.;· li'tilitJat~.i. 

more the .BoGl'd undtrsta.nds that urangeDaGnta are '!lei~ 
----. ·-' . ,_ -.· ·,·· 

aad~ at the p,...se~i tlm•do trenete to North .At~l.oa ·• 

etatt~4tea :l."et~eee • ~d tho111" b~ld.Jl$ pr<.lt•otion · ot thtir' 

own SQVIl'DIIlent;. 
. . . - . . , . . .. . .-- . : ~ '·. - .. - ·_: ~ -A-.{_-.- ·_ 

n l• t•tt by 11he llc>IU-4 tha. be 1110" te~illblt 'W1l7 

of 8t00111Jl,hhlna .thl•·uW,.tem.lr :uraen,t till!lk ilit . ,.) 

to .r.-~>n r.tucet• . a~, ·in Sj·~ h~ ~~h .. ;. ~~~ 'r•pi<ni · •• · 
,. •• . !., 

po1albb, •hue mak1lls :r:ooit. tor. mt)l.'• aJ1d 'b) t;o ·-~$~ 
tna 

.· . DECLASSIFIED. , .. 

i. 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·7ll ·• . . .. ··• 

By Ii.. H. Parks :bate~f5 19J2 
~ • •• • - • ' •• _ • • • ·, .' c:. :. • • ,; : .:. 

(. 



I 
~ I 

from the Goverument of 

tion of the boi'der and other oontrols and .other action 

designed to eno!)urage the entry into Spain Of refugees. 

The Board has agreed Upon the toll.owing oonort;~te 

proposals with the objeo\,'9f, ~.n~~~"tDB the movement ot 

refugees trom oooupied at>eas tht'oUSh Spain .to refuge 

elsewhere. (l) A sqbstantiel num,ber of refUgees now in 

Spain oan be ac)yed to a comp in Nol'th Atrioa 1thioh is 

now established and whioh is ready to reoeive refiJseee 

and the transfer shoUld be taoilitated. (2) In order to 

care for new refugees Ylho will arrive in the future, 

espeoially stateless reflJ8ees o.nd those .lacking the pro­

tection or their government, and ·to· effeot ~heir removal 

from Spain, :1.t necessary on an involUJ.\tary \1&81.$, the 
. . 

govenment ot spain whQuld be requested to maintain li>eoeptlon . . . ' . . 

' ' 
oeiups in which future arrivals may remain unUl tbel' al'e. 
transferred to North At;ioa. As a ~aei~ f9.~ o'!;ltaining t~e .. 

. . ' 
. neoessary action by the Government ~t Spain, they shoUld 

. ·- .. - -,- . . -· ' 

::::.. 0. =-~ !:~:·. :: :::;~:-... :.···=. :.::.:::: :. p.•.-.p.~. d .• :.' ")··. ·.-1·· 
of sUOh ata.ebll8 and \lap~'eOt~ :r.t\\11118 alii ~lTe in ··•.· · .. 

SpW.Il la ao•ordenoe 1fi th · n•~'~•: e.nana•a'- u~U. . tli•~ \ ; . 
ou be i-.-C!Yed.~o N91'•b Atrtoa end (b) that r•Qon•l.bll~V 

for maqlns for the eaneter ot ••dele~•- aad U»~9'-•ttd . 

.~ 



refugees to • North Africa ae rapidly as. poasible wiil 

be assumed by War Refugee Board• The Government of 

Spain may be remlndod in th1B oonil.eotio~ of the ,reoent 

evacuation of refugees to Pale~J'bine and of arrangement. 

being made e.t the present time for the remov8J. of state• 

less refugees to the North Ai'rioan camp whioh has already . . . 
been established. (3) You should request the Spanish 

Government in the strongest manner possible to take 

ef'teotive steps to· encourage the entry into Spain of 

more refugees.- Besides relaxation of border control and 

the taking of other actions, 1 t will be extr-ly help• 

ful if steps wUl be taken by the Government of $,Willi 

to faoUi tate the spread of information to the o~cupied 

areas that Spain ie ready to grant asylum to refugees 

untu ··they .are removed to another country, 

The 09Jill!litments g1Ttn above are not int&ndad in any . · 

wa;r to replace the J'ren,oh · OOlllld ttea ot Na1;1onel. Libtra•, 

tion•s aolivittl,e or responelbU:l:Uea1dth reopeot to 
~e flow through Spain ot Fre!loh retUf5a&lh 

We· IUIJI:iouely d•sire to 8upport the Board '.a proaram 

S1Yen aboYill and 1 t 18 requested that .rou approaoh tlle 

Spanish OOJernment d the earliest poseib~e moment with 

a dew to obtst.nine their asraem$flt to the plan. It , 

is. requested that you .report as aoozi as pl)ssible rt!aardinS 

praoUoal 



c 

practical measures that would be necessary •. 1nolU.d1~~ . 

the requirements of funds, to put tllel!roposedplan 

into operation 'in Spain. 

01: courae 1 t will be appreciated by yo11 if these 

negotiations VIi th. Spain are oil an ~n:tirely different 

level than the political bd eaonomicnegotiations 

being carried on with that Government. This Govei'lll11E1rit 

io eimpl'Y add.'\'eseine; to the Spanish Ooverillnent a 

humanitarian appeal rather than d request to take certain 

action favorable to us at a aacrii'ice tQ them. 'fuerefore 

we deBire that the proposed negotiations with rf6epo0t 

to retugsee should be carried rapidly and effectively 
I • • 

to n conclusion without beoaming ~ntangl.Eid ·in other 

pending problems being diectta!S&d tdth the Spilni~. 
. .- - . .·. 

Furthermore lt is importa~t t~ r8lneinber that 1:1!. 0 

18 thls Oo'rernment' e pOlicy to move to Oflli!P · Ly&u~t¥ 

promptly as many stat\llese',md uproteqted refugees as 
. ·- - . . . - l" -., -. ,-· 

taQU,itiell. allow.·. Oonaequ(tntly yQu ~o~d maic~ ~~ery. 
dt-t to encourage the TOJ.unt~ Migration '~ft!ll~ • 
OIJlllliOf the @reatest 

... ·.• ...•... ·. ·.· .· I 

possible: number. ot · eli~ible .. per son• · 

1n Spain !l'll the present t,me, ot c,;our.se thls evao~ailion . 
. . . . . . " . ': . . :\ ~ ~. . : 

operation ahould be executed e.a. rapidly ar~ poesib1a. 

The p:roer,~o being made in tbi~ ma~te.r 111lciuld lle . -. ,·· . . . -\ ·. . . . . 

reported to the Department. as soon as possible. 

st&n;unus 
~.ou,. ·. , . 

cc: _Hiss Cha~cey (for tlie Gf3c'y), Messrs, Pa\4; Ga,irtdh·,· Whit~,. 
Pehlev£uxford, ·DuBois, E •. N. Be:mstei~·, S;bewar.~; LeSJ3er, .. 

•F·c·iedrilan, Poliak, ~undy; 1/ii.~.s.E?_~~l. ,· '· . ·.c.·.: . 

L 
l 
! 

~-· 

...... 



TO: 

J; W. Penle 

Amb~LE: sc:~ftOT __ -:I{e.y e 8 in 1-IE .. crid designee to ::et fu.i'ther 
' -

cooper2tion f:ro:i: tile S~1;:n1i sl1 Govern:nent On the. \·ic'u 

re:fu;:;eE :oroble:r, 

the '.va.r DepartlJlent a.nci UNHRA. 

(signed) J. W, Pehle 

Attacli.ment 0 



'-,;i-

Hefer to our. ::o. 207 of Je.hua.ry 
rt'c:ferGl'":ce to :ifer Refugee ~:of).rcl.. 

I• for:nulati:-1(; e. ;nograr;1 of imti~c'i?te e.ction t1'1e Boc:.rd 
n:::olve6 th?t onc of ·tte :1rojects wllichshoulc;1. be :;us?~ed 

1:-it~1 ,;rec:tu•t snet:d is an effo:c~ tu faci.lttete tile eva(;1.:J.<•t,-
t ion of s :Je.Ey' J·evif·h c: .. nc1. other ve.r refugeeB a.s· i;cisf::ible' 
fYOli: OCCU•JieC 2.1'88E;tQ SDe.in. . .. 

'Ihe Board feels tha.t Lee 1:\0st f eaEd.ble 11aS of a.ccorc~lisl1:.:.: 
i•t6 this extre:,;eJ.y urt;ent -~::.sk iB: (a). To retwv-e-fY011i. . ... 
. ~'-~..--1··~- "'r> --y~.-,'1•,.."!-)\r ··J"' ---·QC'C·.;:..1 a yc-C'·.~r.-::::c::,r. l''Ol·" -i-1",·e>•e ·t'n·-,,.,..- .,,.,--1,-.!.1,.,;-·_'· 
,J_;_Jc 1! c:,,.::,. c_._~.J \:-__ ,} c .. ~.: .... -~.J...:_~J.t_, • '-J·~~c_,e\.,l.:.i_ ~·:i ,,. u_J. ... ~~--~'.-·-·,.·~-U;::._,~a~u ... .!..! L-, 
1·oon1 for !::ore• El.nc1_ '· DJ to oot21n rrou tne S1Ja.Dl·Sh L::-overnment 
t~1~ g~·~,;_:,t; est Ro s:::: ~ b1 ~ re~2~Xa.t ton of border- a.ncl othereontrols .· 
~-nc~ o~ne~· act10n ne:::1gnect to e?~;ourage t~1e. entry of r~;fugees 
un,o Sp<nn, e.s .. well ;:u:::c::n un0rr:rnguou.Bpuol1c Btete:fien-G of 
Sc)a,:Ln' s Hillin£~Y1ess to receive refut;ees. 

VIi th the o'oj ect of' ef:ta bl ishing .2. moving belt v.t!1ich ivill 
ca.rry refugees fror:; occu)ied aree>8 through Spe,in to refuge _ 
el se\·il!ere, the foJ.lowing concrete Jroposc:1.ls Mve been agreed 
u:oon by the Board. ( 1) In vi e\v of .the . esta:blii::hment' of .a 
can1p in _North Afrtcc;. vrhich is ready .to rec:eive :refugees, a 
substC:mtie.l number of refugees noH_ in Spain ca.n be moved to 
such cal!ro and the tr<msfei· should be facil ita.ted; (2) In· ·. 
ordeT. to' ta.ke ca.re of nevr refugees, i)articularly stoteles$ 
refugees <:l .. nd those lacking the prote'otion o:f ·their govern:. 
men'G, who \·rill arrive in the future ancr to effect ;their 
removel from Sps.in on an involuntary basis hf necessary; ._·· __ . 
the Spanish Go.verriment ·should be a.sked to maintEdn recept;ion 
eamps in i·Jhich future arrivsJs _ivi1L live; . 1\,s a. ,be;sis :for 
obtaining the necessary 2"ct ion by the Spanish Government . 
they (3hOilld be acl.vi sed (a) that the \var :Refugee .Board!. ~rill 

· meJ(e the necessaxy arre~ngemen.ts for financing the mairi.tenanoe 
of the camps ih S}'a;in and the support of .the rt:)fugees, and 
(b) ths/G the V/(.l.r Refugee Board i•riH ar::sume respbpsibility 
for removing as rapidly as possible :from Spain the stateless-.. 
and unprotepted refugees in the eaJaps, empha.si~?,ing.that .·._··.··._. 
arrangements are presently-being ma.cl..e· for the prompt<r~moyal 
from Spa~in of a substantial number of such refugees _to the ... 
camp already_ establisheO. in. NortJ::rAfriea. .Int.his .co'nnection. 
the recent evacuation of refugees to Palestine may also be 



rec;:dl ed. -( 3) The Soan ish Govtrhnrent _ ~hould b~ cl~edue~ted' 
in the stiongest mann"er i)Ossible to take e'ffective ~te9s · 
to encourcc;:;e the entry of more refugees into Spain. _In 
aciciition to the relaxation of border and si!nile.r co1itrqls, 
tr1ere should be l11El.de 9ublic in 8"8 nearly 8Xl officie.l inanner 
as ')Ossible an a.m:ouncemel1t incUcc:tin::: ~~h2,t is to be,done 
&nc~.~ a.bove all' ths.t entry of refugee~ ir:to the couptl'y 
is )ermHted. - · 

The Dep2,rtment is in full accorc;_ t·i th the e:'cbove 
1~-;Hoe:;ram of the Boa.rd and you are instructed at the _ecrrliest 

·oossible moment to au;)ro2.ch the Sne.ni2h Government-with a 
·viev: to obta,ining their a.ueement- to the ;)lan. You sho·.ud. 
2lso undertake imr:;ediately a stuc>.y to determine the pra,cticaJ 
mearn.ues that 1:1ill b_e necessa.ry to ~)ut the plan into. opera~ 
tj_on in Spe..in, including questions of financh>"l necessities. 

It is inroorta.nt to bear in mind that it is the policY, 
of tl1is Goven1ment ·to move promptly to Camp Lya.utey a.s nm1-ly 
refugees PuS there are fe,cil ities for. A¢cord.~ngly, our 
Government's repreB£ntatives should make ever~effort to 
encourage the voluntary migration to the Camp o.f the 
greatest possible number of eligible persons nqyr in Spa,in~ 
This evacnation operation should, of course, -be execl,lted_ 
as re"picUy as possible. ·· 

You shoulcL report to tb,e Depp.rtmen.t ?.s soon as possible 
the progress tha.t is beihg made in this ma:ttei·. 



·~· . .. 
It l$ impiJl'tl,rit t·.l 1,aar ih mind i;hf>t Jt is theA)Olicy 

'' of \,hls Governm.ent tn mo'Ve proKtptlJ to Gamp j,yt,.utey J!S mahy 
r-efun~ts aa thHa nre t\•cilltic~ for. i\'oc:orcting.ty, our .. ·· 
Gonr:n,'ll.ent 1 s rH~~resenhtivet> nhould mah flvery effort to 
en~ aura. e ~ht voluntery mlgrEibn tothe oump bf the greafqnt · , 
po5slblc numbe1•oi' al.i.gible pilr·;.ons n.o:w 1n ;Jpaln. ~'his nacua:• 
tLm, op.erat.lon should, of course,· IJO exaputed as rRJ!.Hily us 
ponsrble. · 

In Y'llll' dhcusnions with the Spuniah you sho11id not give 
them any eX0\136 fat• tuklng more PElll tl'ictive· measures. with: 
respect to r•efugaes now in Spain. If they raise the question 
of w1wt is to be tlone with respect to suoh 1•ef\lg;ees yrm will, 
of course, explain thht all effoi'ts &I'e being made to effect 
promptly the evMui.t-tlon of the largest possible number. In 
the event thst tho Spnnhh insist that stateless refugees now 
in Spain outside of oampa he placed in oamps.pendlng thell>o 
r•emoval to l'loP.th Africa and you nre convinced that the full 
090pe~•t,Uon of the S!Janish GoveJ•nm.ent in thh project can 
only oe thus obtains(\ you are authorized to state that . .• 
re.f'u{';oea of this olnas pla.aed in Clunps in Spaht will be takf)n 
to Camp tyautey. This oouoei.'Hllon should only be made in the 
ultllllftte case indiaHted and sh11uld not be 100de unless there 18 · .·. 
reas1.m~ble certainty that it will result in our g.,ttl.ng th,e 
full cooperation l'equested.;;,. · · 



Rft'•r to our lfo. »!JT of J'Muft!'y ;?!}, 
Board. -

'" forJit1taUng _~t-l)l'04~tua 11f l~mlldo BaU..;ti: tM ~oAr\\ ltu l'$aolvod that 

bM J:~f th~ f>l'OJttct• whlch ahou1A be "Pt.tahe4 .wlth gr_os~teJ\ t-pnd lt .a effort • 

to taetltt~tte the 8't6-0Uil.thn of M aany ~ewhh 11.1td (ltber tlfiJ' l'~f\tc•~•-•• -
poeal\lle fro~ ocellf.'ied_A.,.•u to Spalll. 'ihe »oar4 underetanb \~!).\ the -

ee)~e•.,nt of l'll'entlb r•fttlt••• h we'11._ oi'jjanhe4 anil tunotlonll\4<4tn4 th11t eome 
thouenni.\t )lo.Ye alte(t~f' 'baon tr~tn~arr&A to lft~rtb_·Atrlono -_ h -abo .unbrei.F.uil• 

'lmt arrt~t~gt.lllttnh ftl'e preaent17 behg rim\1l!t to trMDf&l' atatwleeo ret~agee• 

and tbDae lacldn& the r>l'I'Jhatl,nn ~t their government to '!lortb Atrlc•• _ 
. ' . . - .. -- - ·~ -

:rh~ llo~>l'd hll>lll tbt\t Ute !ll)at 1'11~.>.~1ble wq c,t aeco~~p'.hblntt thta 
extrtUIOlJ vatmt 1i11ak taa (3). to r&nove from b'paln &a rap141Y ae pcelil'ble 

refil«ee~ liow tb.o.re, ttlua ~aaldng room tor (111}1'~ an4 .(b) . 1o o\tab frora tho 

ipp,nhh. Gov.wn~ent tba · lfl"$1'\htt po!llllt>lo l'eb~tt.Uon of 'bord~.tr ~nd Q\bt!l' 

contro\1'1. f!U<l to\IUtJ' $0\lon t\tlllgned tn enceute~J:lt the enbf of ltl'tf\li .. tln\el 

llpnln. i 

lfi th tho o'bJeet ot lnor111aeln« the iiu••em>.'n\ .,r retV&•• frp ~CilU'!lle4 

' at'll&i tbr~h !fpaln to l'ef\a«e 'elltwhere, thct to \lowing· cll1lor•t• pl"opoaale ·. 

ha•e beeft atl'lt4 UpQD.bf ~· Do~r4. • (1) la Ylev ot the ltt~b\lt~ftt of 
a Cl!lllp ln Jfortb MrlcA vbloh h re!\47 \o . r•ed•• i'&fuseae; a (IUbttnnUal 

Ulllll'b&J' of rlifu41GI 1\C\f 1D BPtlll!. 0/llll. be lll)'fed to ,a\lllh ODIIJ) !.\114 tht tt&neft~r 

ehould be. f~~>ellltatod. (2) In order. to t~ 0111r• of aew refv&ael, -plll'tl• 

eu.tftrly tb\eteae l'&fugeee ~;~nd "'H>i• laoklq the ).lJ'ohetha ol tbeb'. 60nn;,. 

aent, wllo vl\1 Al'rln b Ule ~tve Rnll to etteot lhell' J'lfll!o•Al froa .~aln~ ~·~"-: ,. 
the llppteh <lo'ftU'Il!!lont •M•l4 \e "lltet to t.~.Alnta.lft reoe,Uetl-CIIIJIPI la \thto!& ·~~ 

future 81'rh'de 11181' remain utll \llelr trantlfer \O lior\'b . .o\frloa. At e. ·.· • .. ·· ·. .··• f' . 
\)aeb ,~_. i)'bt•lnlns th. e ndeal&l'J'·J\OUon .~,\he lll>ailbb Oo'fel'lliiiGn\ \~q. · ·· flf re~ .· 

. thou'14 'be a.d'tlael\ \a) \bat \be War l!eftillee JoaJ>4 wl\1 llake tho naoeoi!I.I'J' 

. iU'rang.-enh to flnalttl• the raalntlell#lUIO t\nll tUp~Hitt of anU!h e\4\tebaa ai\4 

'Qftptoteot,e4 l'ef\IB.at. na &l'O lliG~41p\•4 tn Spala lft aoeordl\noe vl\h '\he$e · 

ouan@;~t~~~ente uUl \be l.'efqeoo CIIID be l'oSOYII4 \o Mol'tb Afrl.aa. ~d h) 

\hAt the Wail- netqee l'oal'll. vlll atl\1110 reapondblllt:r fol'i arrl\ftflllia tor 
the trMiler b l'lortb Atrloa of eb\&looli •n\4 unp:rottotd· refulelie · •• 
rli.l'll'llJ d 1Jt!Oolb1e. Jn \hta · oonneoUoa •. · ttle lipdhh Oo'fua!Aetit · t'IQ'·· _. 

. l'IJ!lil\484 U til• reo•"' eYr.CIUUon ~t retqeoe to f,.lettlRe and of. 1.\r'taft! ... 

.. "" pl'tlti\Ur \tlq aa4e tor \be·· '"lliOYa'L ot · e\niete•• re~u«••• to the • . : ··· 

tMif) alrttdy otta\J1h~e4 ln llorlh AfrlClll• ( 3) '~be ~hh Governme~t ahoul4 

\e l'e~ueilta4 lft the e\ro~~gea\ ~~annu 'l.IOtd\1\t to. t~tlte .tff~t.OU'V4t etOJ\1 '• ·,., ·• · 

., 



Refer to our No. 2CY7 of· January 251 
Refugee Boardo · 

In formulating a program of<il!mlediate aqtion the Board has resolved 
that. one of the projects. which should •• be piJ.sJted with greatest speed is 
an effort. to facilitate • the evacuation of as many Jewish and .. other wa,r 
refugees as possible from occupied a~as to Sp&!n. 

· The Board feels that the most feasible way of accomplishinR this 
E!Xtremely urgent task iS I (a) To reii'Ove from Spain as rapidly as possib].e 
refugees now there, thus making room for more and (b) To obtain from the 
Spanish Government the greatest Jl(?Ssible relaxation .Of' border and other 
qontrols and other action designed to encourage the entry of refugees 
into Spain, 

With the object of increasing_the movement of refugeesfrom occupied 
areas through Spain to re_ fuge_ elsewhere __ t the_ ... followi_ . rtg c_ oncrete_ pr()pos_ ale 
have been agreed upon by the Board. (1) I~ view of the establishment 
of a camp in North Afric(l. which is ready to receive refugees,, a substantial 
number of .refugees now in Spain can be moved to such; camp and' the transfer 
should be facilitated. (2) In order to take care of new refugees, par.ti­
cularly stateless refugees and those lacking the protection of their govern­
ment, who will arrive in the future and to effect their removal from Spain, 
the· Spanish Government should be·. asked· to maintain reception camps. in which ·•­
future arrivals may remain until their transfer to NorthAfrica~ As a 
basis for obtaining the necessary action by the Spanish Goyernment they 
should be advised (a) that the War Refugfle Board wiU make .the necessary< 
arrangements to .provide funds, clothing andsupplies for the maint-enancie .•..•. 
or such refugees as. are accepted in Spain in accord11nce ll'i th these arrange.-

. menta until· the refugees can be removed to North Africa, iin(j (b) that the .. 
War Refugee Board will assume responsibility for arranging for the transf~r 
to North . Africa of stateless and unprotecte-d . refugeee as rapidly. as. possi- · · 

· bleo In this connection, the_ Spanish Government may be rernin(jed of the 
recent evacuation -of refugees to Palestine· and of arrangements presently, 
being made for the rem()val of state;tess refugees to the c·amp already. estab- · 
lished in North Africa. (3) The Spanish Government should be. requested · 
in the strongest manner possible to take effective steps to encdurage the 
entry of more refugees into Spain. · Consideration.· might be given to. the· · . 
possibility of requesting the Spanish Government to take steps to facilitate 
the spread of infol'l11!ltion to the occupied areas that Spain is prepared to 
grant asylum to refugees pending their removal to. anothezi CO\Ul.tri• · .... 



'!'he Department anxiously desires to· support the foregoing program 
of the Board and you are raquested ·at the .earliest. possible_ momen'j; to 
approach the Spanish Government with a. view to obtaining their agreeirient 
to the plan. You. should also undertakEi immediately ~ study to determine 
the practical measures that will be necessary to put the plan .into 
operation in Sp8in1 includirigquestiqns offinancialneoesdties• 

It is important to bear in mind that it is the Policy of this 
Government to move promptly to camp Lyautey as many refugees as canbe 
proVided for. Accordingly, our Govr>rnment 1s repreaentativee should · 
make every effort to encourage the voluntl!l'y migration to 'the Camp of · 
the greatest. possible number of eligible persons now in Spain. This 
evacuation operation should, of course, be executed as rapidly as 
possible. · · 

Kindly report to the Department as soon as possible the progress 
that is beingmade in this matter. 

GLWarren uim 

. .. 



CABLE TO AMBASSADOR HAYES~ MADRID~ 

Refer to our No.· 207 of Janu~ry 25, 1944 with reference 
to War Refug.:~e .. Board. · 

- -

In fol'Illulating a progi'am of immediate action the Board :~;tas 
resolved that one ofthe projects which shoultlbep_ushed: :with 
greatest speed is an effort to facilitate the evacuation of as 
many refugees a.s possible from occupied areas t,o<Spain.; 

The Board feels that the most feasible V~ay o.f' a~cQmplishing-
this extremely urgent task is: (a) To remove. !ro:~n Sp~in as ·· .. · 
rapidly as possible I'&fUgees now thei'e, thus makJng room for 
more and (b) To obtain from the Spanish Gc>vernme.nt • the greatest 
possible relaxation of border and othu controle>and o.'l(her action 
de~igned to encourage the el).try of refugees into Spain, as well 
as an unambiguous public statement of Spain's willing~eu to 
receive refugees. · · · 

The following concrete provosal~ have been agreed ul'on by 
the Board. (1) As many as posuble. of th~ refugees now J.n 
Spain will be moved to camps establi13hed in North Africa• In: 
view of the necessity of speedy action ,the question of removal 
cannot be left to the will of the refugee themselves but must 
be handled,. if necessary, on a. compulsory basis.; (2} In order 
to handle efficiently the removal problem and to take cllt>e of ·. . 
new refugees who will arrive in the f.uture• thj Spanish GovePIUnent 

. should ~e asked to establit:lh at once refugee Oa,inP! in which all 
refugees now in the countt>y as well·as future. arr1vals will·live.. 
The object, of course, is to establish a moving belt wh~cli will 
carry re.fu.gees from occupied area.s thr._ .oug.h Spain ·to. a m. o. re. · ·• .. , . 
permanent l'efuge elsewhere. As a basis for obtaining ~he .···•···. · . 
necessary action by the Spa.. n.·ish Govel'nm.· e,llt. th. ey. •• should.\>~. • .. a. dv.l:s. ed · 
{a) that the War Refugee Board will assume full £inanc1al · .· .·.··.· .. · . 
re.sponsibili ty for the establishment an:d ·maintenan~e o~ the camp•. 
in Spain and the support of the refugees, and (b) that .the War .; 
Refugee Board will assume respo~sibility fqr removing ,as .rapidq 
as pouible from .Spain the :refugees who wlli.J~~Jn. the camf&;' ·· ·• 
empbaebing that arrangements have be,tm completed :for the ~r0111pt. 

:i: 
- -



removal of up to 2000 refugees to a c~p already,eata.bHshed. in North Africa:. (3) The SpaniSh. (!ovel'nment should be- requef!ted .· · in the !>trongest manner possi:bleto take effeC,tive ~t13pa to encourage the entey of more refugees into . Sialn~ .·. In. aildit1on · .. to the relaxation of .border and sili!ilar con r\')ls, there. s}lould 
b.e m~de p.u·b. l·i···.c ... •. fr·. o.·m··.·· S.pa . .nis·h· ... sour. c. e.· .s an.··.ann. o.·un.· .. c. em·e.nt ..•.. i.·ndic·a··•.ti·ng· ·. What is to be done ana, above all:. that enti"y of re.t'ugjies:~,nto the _country is permitted. · · · · · ·· · · 

The Department is iii full accord with tM aboye program of the Boar.d and you are instructed at the earliest possible moment to appz>oach the· Spanish Government With a view to obtaining their agreement to the plan. You should also undertake immediately a stucly to deter~nine the practical measures.· that will be necessary to put the plan into operation in Spain, including questions of financial necessities. · · · 

In these matters you should enlist thEl aid. of: and woPk with Mr. Moses B!lekleman, an employee . of F .E .A. • • presently in .Spain, who is fully (e.milifir with the program of evlleuation>to Camp !Qautey at Fedhala; Morocco, an'd who is to .. be in cha.~ge of ~h~ .. c~ •. It is important to beax> in mind th.at it ~s the policy of this (}overnment to move promptly fro.DiSpain to Camp Iqau.tey as .. ·. many refugees as thel'e atte facilities .toto {at J:east 200Q), and, .if necessary, this movement should be ef.tected on a.n ~nvoluntary ·.· basis with the aid of the Spanish Govel'lll!l8nt. Accordingly, if. ·.·.· ·.it is noJ;~fea_!!ible to establish camps in Spain rapicU.y' enough ·" to insure. a speedy transfer of up .to 2000 refugee a to the camp. ; established in North Afl'ica; you should peq~st·.that· the Spanish ·· Gove:rnment take other ste:pa to cooperate with Am•:ri.can !lu.thorities in d.fectuating the evacuatlonln an exp•ditious inAIIher,. · · 
•. . . . .- . 

· , tou should repol't to the Depili>tment as soon as. po;sible · tbe .· pl'ogress that is being made in this matte!:'• ·. · · · · 1 

JBF:JWP:lhh 2/7/44. 



'· 

lHilMOIWIDUU T9 GOVlllliNOR LEHMAN, 'IJNRRA 

Attached ie a copy of a. cable which ill being sent to Ainba~sador 

Bayes ln Spain. This h the cable we dhmiesed with you and it haa 1 

of couree 1 been cleared with the lfl_li and' St!'lte_ DepartmentS. 

During our discussions you indicated that when the above oabbe 

vas reaq to go UNRRA would send appropriate instruoUone tll,-Moeee­

:Seekelman informing him of the polic7 adopted by the, War.liefu¢ee 
' . . ~ . . - . 

Board and emphashlng the necessity_ of effecti~ the. e'taouation to. 

Oamp Lyautey as rapidly as possible._ It ocolira _to '.nie that.ln your 

the earlie~tt poae1ble date on vhich refllgeea wlll be> r~ad7 :to be talfen ; 
' : ·, __ :_ .. 

to North. M:r1oa. \00\1!4 vUl then be ln_ a poeltion to· arrange :,Promptly t; .--- . 

for neeesear;y ehlpplng. I believe that' no atone ehoUld lie lett 

-'W\tuned ln obtaining a ehlpplng commitm!')nt ~8 quickly ae po;elbb~ .-. 

~. icard Wlli 1 Of OQUl'88 1 llB glad tO b~ of anY &B!IlSte.nce to lnmu. -
ln thb matter. 

JBJ't bbk_ .. -2/9/44 

L-· 



11a41t refer \0 OU' Ito. 207 of Jalluaq as. 19tl4 t4$h nte~a~~ to the 
Wa~> aetqP ~ata. ·· 

Ia forsn1.&\llll a prop .. of 1Mt4lati &4\lO& the J0#4 hat i'eaolftA ~t 
•• of t~• ,_., .. ,, •ta. th01114 lit l):litt.tf. wt.~ .... ,.,, . ., ... h aa etf.-t 
to 'aollt\ate taw .... ..-tt,oa of all ..., IM• ua o\heJ' • tefq"i •• 
potelble fioa· oeoupld. .., • .,.··to fi,ala. lht Joaaot ~·•••• \bat tbt. 
•••••' of rHilob.nfJIIIalt vet\ or,..t.ttl u4 _.uoal:' all4 ~bat tOIIf 
\houPill• )l,a'fe abe&4F \IQ trantterr.t. \o lor\h Afrtta •. · t alto ""'Jr•Wll• · 
\bat .,...._ .. ,a\1 ..,, praatat17 \tlq -.a• to. trutf•r etablelt tef11P•• · 
a& tho•• 1aclkllll the proteotloll of tllelJ' co'fel'llll•nt to ·tor\h Ahloa •. · 

'1111 Joal'4 DOW aQJ.outlJ 4ttUtl to UOl' .. ll \hf flOW of l'efucHI Of all < 

oatqorlea t1lr0111'll lpla. l\ bel.l ... t that ~it od lit .. o..,ll.u& 117 . · 
ttOVl111 tht ooopttatl,oa of the Spaltb eo.etaata\ lD the to'J.loiti.IJI ... _.,,, 
(1) fila ralaatloll. of lpaaltb llor4el' oon.ti'olt -. t1aa ••• of ,,,.,.,, .a& 
o'ht" aotloli faollUaUIII the .w.••t.on of l'er:-i .. •• ( 2) tilt tatali'U.._, 
b7 'he lpadtb ~tnt of r..-,tt• ._.., ., Otil'-tl•t t~ aew ~Till, · · 
aa& ( )) ~· 4lt,.t.a&Uoa of. latone.Uoa \o. oeo.pla4 ar•• that IJM• a~ ,,.,ar,a to p.at ••rt•·•• ••fl&"• p ....... their r•O'falto &~aot1l.- o~tt• 

Yn •• .... ,,,.., 1o a&•te• th• 8pat..-a ••maa•' "*' •• w.., ._,.. 
Joatl h , .. .,_.,,, ( 1) \o llakt tee••..n anuc..eata tor tt.•.-•.._ til• , 
aat.ntaaanoo aa4 f11Jport of e\10li ttat•ll•• au.& o\1ltl' ,.,...., UJ'obo\el \7 · ' . 
tbab ,.,..,..'kill,, ·•• .., \41 ant»\16 ...a.•· '"'' &i'r....-•'- ._ ..... tub ···• ...... · · .. 
...... a~ t•• the ._.,, to. •••• Atrl•, _. Ca) .- _.....,. tu Pt .,...,".of 
tub retvc ... •• •• Mctpte4 b lpla \o lor\11 .,.. .. ._ •• ao,a *• po.d\li · > 

_,,.., the&~ arrt.•.'l .• "'' ~--·' r•tu••• ,.. to ,,, .. '.', the tOiqtl._ · . ·. ·· 
P'. op. ota'b. to th• . .,_.. "."' .... . -. nt "'.\b. •• . ..,... , ... 'OI'ItGtJ'. . ••.·'*_.• ... · \h. '.· .... . flow of ... ,_, .. , t'bl',. lilpau. ~~ tore.pt.q ..-uaeatt *fl ao\ btdiN . ·· ... · 
\o reptato. a _., .war the ~Unt~•• or rtJP~tl\l\t.U•• ot. til• ~'~'•• ._,,....._ •• · 
o .. ut•• Qt ~t.)entt.o• wl\h h~tot to tht nov of :refo&HI •••• IJat.•. 

· .tt t.e .,_.rtta'llt ''"''*'-' tut ..,.,.,.,.,. , ••• t.-1.• -.e. a•~• ·to .,.., 
.., \11• .... wal of tetwc••• pl'ePilt\F la Jpala \O lf!JI'\h *'"· · ··· . r -, .·· · .. ·<·_· 

/ · llallt ,..,_., a• ltoa at .pottl\1~ thl P~''' wht~ 11 \otq ..... ta .. · 
. " \hi" pl$il, l'io1.atq the ,...,,.._.,, to• ·~•• .. • ·· • · • ·, ' . · .. · . . .· ; 



Ref.,r toe our.lfo. 207 of Jariua.ry 25, 
Refugee lloard. · · 

In formulating a urogram of lm.mediate action the :Board has resolved 
that one of the projects which ahouldbepuehedwlth f;l'etttestspeed h 
an effort to fac111 tate . tM evaouathn. of tits many\r. efug. . eea · .. as possible 
from occupied aree.11 to lipain. . , . . . •.. . ~..w:"-1. ) .. :./ :ir •.. , 1 .~ • · 

The lloitrd fe~le th!l:t the most. feasible. way of S.ecompllshing this • · _c 

extremely urgent task lsi (a) !o remove froni Spain e.s rapidly 11o11 jioaeible 
refugtws now there, thus !llllking rooni for more ~and (b) To obtain :troa,the 
Spanhh Government the greatest possible relaxation of border !Uid otiler · 
c.ontrols and other net ion desi~ed to encourage the entry llf. refugees> · 
into Spain, as well as an unambipoua publia stP..tem.ent· of $pain 1e . 
llilllngneeu to receive.refugeos. . 

With til& obJect of eato.blishipg a .aovlng beU which wlll oarey 
refugees from occupied areas throlijh~ Spain 1ao-refuge elsewhare, the 
following concrete proposals have beil.n agreed upon b;y tl\~ Board. (1) 
In view of tho este.blhhment .• ot a Cll.IIIP in North 4frlca which 1e rea4 to 
reoetve refugees, a substantial n\\l!lber of refqeee tlow in Spa~n can be 
moved to suoh C!UIIp and the transfer .ahmil.d ·be taeili iated. ( 2) In order 
to take oare of new refugees, particul,arl;y stateless ref'Uf;fies end those . 
laoklng the protection of their governnumt, who will arrive in the .future 
and to effect th~tlr remoYal froiD Spain on f).l1 in'f'Ol'\Ultal'y basis if . • · ' 
n&COS!Iill'y 1 the SpMhh Government should be aal!'ed to maintain reception 

· Oa~~Wa .in which future arrivals will Uve. As· a baei.:i for obta1rilnj .the · 
necesaaJ'Y aotion by the Spanish Government. they .. ishould be advli'ed. (!l) · · ·. 
that the 11nr Refugee lloard w1U make the .nsoeaaart anangemenh ~o~ 
financing the maintenance of the Oi\lllpe in Spdn and the oupport of the 
ref\lgeea, and (b) that the War Refugee Board w111 atUlWIIe reepondbility . 
for l'6DI(l'ting !U1 rapidly aa pCISB1ble frOID Spain the etateleau. and unprotected 
refugeee in the camp a, emphasising that arrangements are presently \it)irig 
made . for the prompt remoYBl frolll Spain of a 1\lltatantlal nW.ber of euoh • 
retuseea to the Ol\lllp already eetablhhed ln North Africa~! ln thh r 
conneeUon; the recent eYacuation of ret'llgt:~et to Pale!ltine ~~~~ also be . 
recalled. (:5) fbe &panhh Goverlllilent should be re1J.Ueite4 ln the etrongellt 
11anner poidble to take etfeotlve a taps to e110ou.rago the entrY. ot ilore •.. 

· retugeea bto &pain. In adliS.Uon to the relaxation o~ .borter lind dmilar 
Oontrole, there lbOUld be made pub',!.10 in AB nearly an off1oiflllft&nn81' &8 

· potalble an aan01Uloement $.ndlcRtln« *hat 1e to be done. anl\0 above all, 
that entry of refu«eee Into the countey h permitted~ · · · · 

-:_· 



'l!he Department is in fUll accor4 with the abo're prog!-"aill of tl\e Board 
end you are 1nstr1Jfted at the earliest poellible moment to approach the 
Spanieh Government w1 tb a view to obtalnitl{t .their_ 8£l'eement to the ple,n~ 
You should also undertalce 1mmed1atelr a at~ to determine the practical 
measures that~ will be neoeasary to put the plan into operation in SJ?ain1 , 
including- questions of financial ·necessities. · · ' 

It is important to bear in m_lnd that it is the policy of thh 
GoverMant to move_ promptly to Oamp Ly11utey a• .many.· refUgees as there 
are facilities for. Accordingly, our Government 1a representati'fea should 
~~~ake every effort to encourage the voluntary mlgi'a.tlon to t}le Vamp of the 
greatest· possible nuinber of e11gibl0 perli!ona now in Spain• · Thla -
evaeuation operation should, of course, be executed as rapidly as 'pOssible. 

You should report to th~ Department _&s soon as 'POilslble thlif pro~•• 
thRt ls being made in this matter. 

JBI'lbbk .. 2/9/44 



·· Uo be.· added··· to.fir ... at par···a. gr····.~ph .•.... ··o··.·.n pag~. ·2. 
of cable to Ambassador Hayes)< < · · . 

You wi~~Y that these negotu.:l~;;. 10ith 

the Spanish Gover!'lment are .on an entirely different 

level than the political and eqonolilfc •negotia,tions.being 
. '~ __ _,_; ·-_ ": ' .- .-_- .. 

carried on witli that Government. Thi.a'GOvernment is 

Simply addressing a humanitarian appeaLto the Spanish 

Government ra,ther tha.n a reques~.to take certa~n aotion . . 

favorable to us at some sa.ctiftce to them• Aocordingly.ll.J;:~,.. 
the proposed negotiations with respect torefugees should 

. -. f 
be carried to a conclusion rapidly a.rtd effectively without 

b~ooming entangled in other .pending problems under dis· · 

cussion with the Spanish. 
,· . - ·.· - -

#.. -,·cl,efal.d~ ·~ :t ~ ~',s &~~. · .. •. . . 
J.'//5',/'14 a.tl/.'3(}F/.Jv1. cJ1Wrt4tt.Lu /J.e()ClX /'Jh;tt)~ ~ ~ .· .. · .. · ....... · 
th·~ ·_ttz~e~u~tL ~ c~~ ~r ~01&, ~- r:!K~.r 
fh .. vt.·.-(,(A~ .• ~. ~ ·~~ol.· #~VMeu~.p-J,81{/rxd'd,·.· .. 
"kt· :/. p e&tlAcw~Jf ~ ea-1& tvch ~czt:(dd-, . .. ~~~d ~<~.)' (<)( .. ·· .·r 
~4XkrW·tyf~ M..~ ·~ •. ~~.~.«hk._ •'•···· 
efltW()( Dt ~.1 Jul, ua d4 14'a/~ ~ ~ 44 .( ~· 4/~ ~cl· . ·. 
,& ~ !!.dl ,., ~ MM. c."'"' ... .... "-:;tfi:'""''"VC'U"h"'" 

JBFUagt 2/15/l.P·I· 



(1'. o. ll(t. atl«ea.··. t.o f. trst. ·· ... pa.. ragraph on page 2 .. 
of eable to A.mbauador Hay~") . ··• 

You ~trr;lft!Zul~Uy tha.t these negotiatton.e with 

the Spanil'Jh Government e.re on :.:J.n entt·rely different 

level than the poll tical and economic negotia~Uone betng 

carrhd on with th~tt Government. Thh Gov~rnment is 

aimply a.dd!'GiiHJing a human:l tarian a.r)pea.l to tbe $pan1eh 

Government r~ther than lt requnt to take certain aOtiQrr 

favor8ble to us a.t some sa.orifiee to them; Aooordingly, -'f~::;.';~~ 
tbe propo.sed negotie.tiorts With respnot to .ro~Ug~es should 

be ce~~tied to a. ooriohwion rapidltc_~nu_effectively wi tho11t 
' ~ '- ------- -- - . .. ' ' ' . - ·.. -·-. 

beoomtm; entf}.ngl(lld· in other penctiJi¥ problems und•r dte .. --
- ' . -- . 
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......................................... ~,·i.·l'~ ~~~;~ .•• ":~ •• ~.~~.~ ..• ~~•~~·.:·.~.c '±-'~~~+~·~;<:~ 
re'l.a~rat hn of bo.rdor co~ttl'O, 1>1\ftd tlla titkln,fb or· o~heJ" tUit\ona. lf wlll~ """:- ~ •• · 
be ~~~ etttttelQ•ty helpful It the ~Span teh ~ Gf)l'er'nl!;en t vl lt \nlc• ·• s t&J)8 ~to • · t aoi lU~ ~a~.. ~ 
the epl'.t\4 of litfOI'il!\tlQft to tile m~tnl!)t•• .~«<aG Uu\t lipalli {a PI'«<PAI'ad 'IJ" 
Cl'lllnt a11Jl1BI to retQeeo psnatniJ tltelt' l'f.!Jlll'l~l to anoth~r .. eo\lnill'r. · . -

ille·i'~l'eBOlftg c=O'IM!Ueientil ar~ n~t lnMntte!l tn npl.~fll~.·.,.Jifaj ~~~ ~···· 
scUvS.tles or reii})OnolbUt Uee .,r th~ !l'l'enob llaU,obl Oolllt."•• of · ~~ · · 
l.l\leratlon wt.th l'flflp~t~ te ~\h@ flow~otheriolt ~r!if'ociun\ tbra<\Ah ~pdn. · -. - ----· 

f)le IJ~p•~\mQt~.t ~&nlllialilll.y deutr.-~'tt> ett11>WJ'i th~ f'ort~jjoln« p~04J'~~t 
the llo~4 311~ you are 1'•1\U&fticrd at the e~rlhat ;.>on!llle ~~~~"-' to AWI"~t.eh 
the Sp3nl.t\ Gov•rni:>i.ll'it ~o~ltb <t vh"' ~ \~ ll'l1h.1rii!'~ Hl.,ll' .t.gnl.lm"nt to the pl!irio 
l{t,fl41y l'llpot't ••• &Mtt 1.\ ta v9ei!lb\e on th11 f!I"I\OUttal meal\\U'Ile tb:at vUl :be ~ 
neeen~>l'¥ to pu\ th~ nropBsed ~len iQto "~e:r,,tlon it'l S!!ain, J.nnlutilng the 
l"lllquire>~t!'lftl ~ cf tudli. ~ ·~ .~ · •. ~4. 

Jd~h hliQ!)OJ'ti:lot to boaT in 111\nd that 1.t itt the.~ lev of,U!J.e ~ . 
G~Ment \o ~ lat)'l~ J)l.'Oll(lt'lJ te ~ Clll&p t;y&ute;v !lfl jJ4!.1lf. l,lfu&et;e ae faol U:Uee 
pel'lll\. Aoeoriln,:lJ .VIJl'f etfol't ahoul4 'be l.liA4e to enoOiu'ltft8 \he '101'\lft\arJ 
mlgrathn to tha 01\liP of tM g!'tilltht .ilOWf!lble .ntW.'b.t)r ~f nH«lble :pereotll 
now 1n Spain. 'fhle evMURt1on <lpordton ahnul4, ot coul-ee, tut exoouted ail 
np141y ae ;;o(l&fllbh. · ~ 

lladl:V l't!!p.,r' to •he De)'al'\lllM\ 8(1 IH'Jrlft ae poedble \b• prOMJ"ftll \ha\ 
1.~ ba1ng Made ln tbla ma'ter. 

.,'-.. '.) 
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February 1, 1944 

!ccording to a report received two. to three months-ago, ther~ are about 8,000 to 9,000 refugees in Spain. ,Of this number an estilnlited 2,500 to 3,000are Jews, of whom about-1,800 are stateless. · 

Several concentration camps for refugees are: operat~d by the Spanish Government. The largest is Camp Meranda, where about 3,000 people are reported to be living under inhuman and extremely crowded conditions. The camps are said to be virtual prisons where refugees are kept under strict detention. The~ are located in old prisons, in barracks, and in vacant hotels. 

Some, howeve , are permitted to live in restricted residences, where they have somewhat more personal liberty than do those in the prison camps. Many of the people in these restricted reSidences are aided by such organizations as the Anierican Jewish Joint Dis-tribution Committee, particularly with respect to supplemental food. · 

A small number of the refugees are permitted to live in little pensions located mainly in the cities. These refugees have a little lliore freedom than the group in the restricted residence areas, since they· are permitted to niove around freely in the cities in which they are located. JDO supports maey of these refugees,. all of whom report regularly to the. Spanish police authorities. 

It was reported that the Spanish G~ve;nment does not maintain a - - -strict border control. with respect to refugees desiring entry into that cotintry~ nor does it send aey refugees back into·France~ Mauy of the ·. refugees are. said to violate the Spanish Governinent' s. customs declaratiori>­requirements and, for this reason, technically become subject to arrest· and imprisonment in. concentration camps. The Spanish, Government had in­dicated an attitude of somewhat greater. strictness ·with respect to SeP- . hardic Jews; before the latter are permitted to enter Spain,.the'Sp!inif!h Government requires assurances that they will be re evacuated to another' -.,_ . country. · 
' 

- -.. -f The two private organizations working among the refugees :l,.n Spai~ -are .the Q·uakers and the JDC. The Quaker group is. headed by Mr~ and -Mrs. David Blickenstaff, with offices inMadred. ·The JDC office 1a in Barcelona. While the Quakers pay' for their own.administrative costs , ~he Jljq subvents practically all of the relief given to the refilgees. The QUakers·:and the ,J'DC have concentrated on the 1,800 stateless Jews in Spaiti •. Those Jel'fs w~o: are not , Stateless are . receiving car~;an'd•·help from .t~e consUlates of their.·ow,n govern-·. mente. It was. indicated that the Czech, Dutch, and Polish ConsUlates; ;in particUlax have been doing 'C()nSiderable WOrk' among their nationals. . ·' · . I 

(This copy maJ e frJm 
thE! b;L])le~ 



AIR GRAM 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
x 

.. , ~· 

A-39, January 2?, 12 noon. 

Madrid, Spain 

Dated January 2?, 1944• 

Rec'd. Feb 7 .. 5 pm 

667 Jewish refugees left Spain for Palestine on January 25 

on Portuguese vessel NYASSA from port of Cadiz. Arrangements 

for evacuation of this group have been handled intSpain by 

office of Representation in Spain otAmerioan Relief Organiza­

tions, representing American Joint DiStribution Committee, 

with assistance of Amerioan and British Embassies. 

HAYES 

NWB/Jf 

Copies 'to Lisbon, London, Barcelona 

------~--- ---


