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CROSS REFERENCE ON PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF 
AND.RkSbU~·ot·~G~i·E~ACUATION 
TO AND THU 1 TtlllKEY 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

D 
D 
D 
D 

Other (Specify) 

1. J'OR MATERIAL RE JEWS IN RUMANIA 

2. FOR FUTHER MATERIAL RE BESCUES TO AND THROUGH TURKEY 

3. FOR MATERIAL REFERRING TO THIS FILE 

SEE: 1. PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: , 
EVACUATION TO AND THRU 1 TURKEY (TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM TRANSNISTRIA 
TO TURKEY) 

2. 000PERATION WITH OTHER GOVEBNMENTS: NEUTRAL EUROPEAN (TURKEY) 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF & RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUTION TO 

AND THRU' TURKEY (TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM TRANISTRIA .TO TURKEY) 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO 

AND THRU' TURKEY (RESCUES FROM HUNGARY . .AllD THE BALKANS (UOR)) 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: OTHER MEANS 

OF EFFECTING RESCUE (REINSTATEMENT OF TURKISH CITIZENSHIP TO REFUGEES IN 

FRANCE 
COOPEBATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMEN'.CSt uNITED NATIONS (RUSSIA) 
COOPEBATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMEN'.CSI NEUTRAL (SIU'.CZERLAND) 
COOPEBATI.ON WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: NEUTRAL EUROPEAN (SWEDEN) 

3. RUMANIA & BUlGARIA (SECRET) l 

" ,,., ... l 
. ---~,--;~.~_; 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

.m:D:l430 
Distribution 
l"oo_ding only 
o.rrm"lGG;.wnt. 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

of true 
b" special 

( \'ll 

Socrotnry of Sto_to, 

rlashingtion. 

868, Juno 28, 3 p .1;1. 
--;. 

DIVISION OF 
..=ENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

Linistry for Foreign ;.ffnirs str,tos 5'1 pe.oplo 

still und3r detention in tno hotels arc divided into 

tuo categories: ono consisting of 25 persons of 
,/ 

for;:lCr TURK nationality (only tno of v1hou Here cvc:t:' 

before in Turkey) who nero dop_rived of TURI: n::'.tionnlit;,c 

under TURK lan before arl"i vo_l in Turkey; the other 
/ 

consisting of 29 people 11ho arc 11 Heir_;atlosun 11 (D:SPTS 

62'}, Juno 16 for DZPT nnd \JRB). 

l.Iinistry states 'further that nest of these people 

non v1ish to return to their farner residm;ocs in 

various European countries ("rather than proceed to 

Po.lcistino) £'nc1 inquires hoYJ they can obtain pornission 
J 

to do so. JDC reprosor.tative ·udvicos current costs now 
- /' 

l'ecltccod to o.pproxir.wtoly 500 Turlc pounds (:::;275) clo.il? for 

70 (ropoo_t 70) pooplq_. List of ncnos beinG obtainocl. 

1/ILSOlT 

RB 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 91'2. 
By R. H. Park~ Date~;, ~ 
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DEPARTMENT 
. OF 
STATE 

OUTGOING DIVISION OF 
..:ENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

I 

AfJEt:IDASSY 

29 

.rune 16, 194W ()...A- ~ ~ 
6 Pom. C 0 r rfJ.t--~-r) 

. I 

CONTROl COPY 
,..-----· 

Kindly report on preocnt cituation of ll2~,refugeeo ex 
( i 

DRC'l''J.':lli:GliCLil l·Ihooe 'l'urldoh m:.tiormlity has been clUOotioned 

by !'url~ioll Govt (URTEL 606 Hay 4 and DEPTEL 608 l1ny 11). 
i 

' 
Joint Distribution Connittee reports r.JD.intcnnnce costing 

~:600 anny io pz>oving burucmoome. If you concitter it ·rouo1ble 
y" 

'U.mUy ror:uect of Turl~ish if'OliOl~J:i' roleaoo ro:r rcsirlenoe for 

group ui th a vieu to rec1uc1r>.r; oaintenunce coot a. nmtever 

reoult of foreao111[) ltintU.y rcqueot JDC representative to EJU)"lply 

identifying Qutn or lnu.iviiluala .in eroup f.'nrt1culnrly cour1tr1cc 

of preuar. rec1c1er:ce nnO. length of ~ch rooidcnces u1th a ViEm 

·----~o explor:;.tion of poosibilitioe of return to those countries. 
w1 thin quota 

Ji ntry of group ·to hlle_stino/1o still cone1(1ero(l boot oolution 

£ o !il£\Jori ty arc underotooc1 to deoil'o ouch entry. 

NE 

DECLASSIFIED . . , _::> -.I(' . 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 ·' » v 

By R. H. Parka Dat."S~ 5 1972 -~rlf' /. 
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-· oeP!IrRTMENT OUTGOING ·. DIVISION OF 

ST~ '"' IT·EJ•r-I:"GRAI\.A , .. tENTRAL SERVICES 
'I)iSbribution of tru:~· ·,,(~~ nma.y 119 ~EGRAPH SECTION 
readinG on~y bi[_ spew';'·/,~, lq- . . 
arrm113enent;. $ ) l p.m. /71'? ~ 
I 1945 MAY " liM 9 20 ~r~/-'1...__ 
,..,_.,""" OG/L CONTROl COPY v1 

,..i'Ji.Ut.lu~ 

to your 606 Hay 4. 

In vie,·I of the ceeoation of boctilitiell in i::tfrope, Depart-

r;,ent t,nd .::.oard are dispose·l to a~~ai t developnenta resulting 

from termiriation of the '"ar before tr.lting a fir;:, etan<J. on the 
/ ,_ I 

disposition of' the non-'1\l.rklcb refugee ;::roup ex S:J Drottning-

nolm. 
lt he;.s tnerefora been decided to a'lmi t developwentll ,,1 th 

respect to (a) the nun\ber of individuals who 'l-1111- be eligible 
v 

tor aumip.r-ion to "l?e~estine under quota and (b) 1·1he.t requests I . 
tne ·mrltish Government might n1clte l·lith respect to the ultimate 

d1sr,osition of thoee ~rho are CJ.etermine~1 not eligible t:or ad-

mission to 

~l Rl:3 : f'tlW :kg 
6/11/46 ' 

-~ 
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CAB!..& TO OFI!'IC!tR 11' QH/UtG&, AMDBA5SI 1 AHKAHA, VROM DUARTN.d'l 
A.lill WAf. REFUGES BOARD 

Re~erenoe your 606 ot May 4, 1946. 

ln 'V'1ev of the cessation of h.os1i11.1t1es 1n Europa, Depar~­

men\ and Sonrd are ~1sposod to await devel~pments res~lt1ns 

from termination of the war before taking a firm stand on the 

d1apoa1t1on or the non-Turkioh refugee group ex sa Drottnlng-
~~ 

holm. 

It hae therefore been decided to await developments wlth 

respect to (a) the number of 1nd1V1duale who will oe eligible 

tor adm1ee1on to PalosUne uhi'ler quota and (o) what requests 

the Turk1ah Government might make .with respeot to the ultimate 

d1apoe1t1on of those whO are deter~inod not eligible for ad­

mission to ~aleat1ne • 

.3:05 p.m. 
May 10, 1945 

Mise Cbauncey(for tbe Sec17). Cohn, ruBois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison, McCormack, 
O'Dwyer, Files. 

i. FJM: FlUhd 6/10/46 

.~ 



CABLt TJ OFFICUt lN CHARliE., Aiili;\llii6SY, ANKARA, TURKJ!:Y, FRUld D.E.PARTMENT 
h.ND liAR !ThFUGLt BOhHD. 

r'eference your 606, ill"y 4, 1945. 

In view vi' the cessation uf i10stilities in Europe, Department 

and Board are disposed to ... wait uevelopments resulting from termination 

of the war before tUKin~ a firm stand on the disposition of tile non-

'l'urkbh refugee group ex SS Drottningholm. 

Lrhe assur ces given in Department's 146 of l"ebruary 25, 1944, 

certainlY affected t disposition of th~:>·received 

Turkey <iuring the jJeriod o hosti~ and while this stand 

into 

of the 

Department Department's 405 of April 9, 1945, 

it is that this repet:~: 'on of assurances .. was not 

r ewe0. 

with respect 

to (a) the number of individuals.-who wi~l be eligible for admission 

(Jmlt~ to Palestine under quota and (b}, what requests the Turkish 

Government mi<;rn:. make with respect to t}le ultimate disposition of those 

who are determined not eligigle for admission t> Palestine • 

. 1J,JVI .. 
U'r 



FROH,; 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUl>lBEE: 

URCENT. 

J-_. 

J PA;c:APHMSE OJ:<' 'i'''LEGRAH RI;CEIVED 

American Embassy,'Ankara vin Army 

.Secretary or StL<.te, 1'/ash1ngton 

Np,y 4, 1945 

606 
y.. CONTROL COPY 

Reference Department's 146, February 25, 1944; 405, April 

9; and Embas.3y 1 a 519, April 1~·. 

No special arran8ements t-rill be made for entrance or 
I / 

the nono'I'urkish z·ef'ut:;ees ex SS DRO'l"rNINGHOLH into Palestine. 

tut 1nu1V1dua1s el1gitle under the quota scheme 1dll be 

permit terl to enter in proper order, according to the Brl t1sh 
Embo.oey. 

I have receive(l 1ntorrnat1ori from n responsible official of 

' .... the Foreiii;n Office that the matter of requesting the Government 

or the United States to rnnke arrP...ngements tor removal ot these 

:::·efugees to another place is being oonel··ered. 
'fhie of'f!oial 

made reference to assurances wl1l0h he declared had been given 
I . 

earlier with regard to Jewish refuBees ~~1o m1gbt be permitted 

to enter Turkey anrl I assume he t;as referr·tng tQ. the assuranoee 

authorized ln Departlment 1 s 146, although a1noe he was not; on 

duty in Ankara he did not hnndle the qu~st1on personally at· that 

time. This otflo,ial ~tat~d that he was oontelllplati.ng despatching 

1nstruot1ons to. thP. •rurk!sh Embassy 1n Wasfi!'ltgton to take the 

matter up with the Government of the United States with the idea 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

I!Y :&. }~ Parks Date..:S£t.l ~ 1972 
I,N ... 
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mind of determtn1ng ·•hetl1er such F.'Souranom; ··•er~ applicable 

J 
to these refugees in respect. My suggestion •ons that '"6 

should have an acltl.it1<)n1:'l discussion on ·he mat-.:cr before he 

diu 80 in order that he m11£ht supply me precise data regarding 

na. ti-:-ns or or1sin, nu .. f• .. er8 1nvol ved, anJ. the like. He promises 

to rJ.o this. 

I 8U;~;;est that asHurances m1eht be limited to refugees who 

may not Le eligible to enter P,llestine under the quota scheme, 
I . 

···ltll ref r··nce to the problem o:t renewing the assurrmces •.rhich 

'·:ere authJr1zed in Department• s 1'<;-~ and particularly those cited 

in the Vepartment 1
" 40b paragraph three. to th!J effect. that the 

WRB 1-:111 put forth all efforts to move all refugel'ls of this 

group tr·oUI Turkey to otr;er places, provided such ac ;;!on becomes 

desirable. Provided WRB F·nd the Department agree, unless it 

be prefer?ed that. the IOQti.er be taken care Of ~,11th the Turkish 

Embassy in l-In shington, I might so indhl'!te here. I ·should be 

grateful to receive instructions rlef1n1ng· the terrn desirable, 

in this connection. \11th rP.ga:rd to 1-1hether rJmoval of refugee~ 
fr·o10 •rurkey 1s desirable, i8 this to ~Je rleterm1ned by the 

Turkish Government or the WRB? --·.rhe viewpoint or Turkey 

that thei:z.• stay in Turkey is not deeiratle 1s Rlready known. 

... l\ .... l. 

DC/LIMED:AN 
o-.5-45 

PACKER 

.~ 



No, 1226 
;( 

'~: ~- ~--

Ankara,· April 251 

/ ./ 
Subject: Exchange Ship DllO'l'TNlNGHOUJOs · 

Call at Istanbulo 

The Honorable CONTRD( COPY 
Sir: 

The Secretary Oi' Statey 
Washington, D. c., 

'.'lith reference to the )!l'nbassy•s telegram no, 552 
of April 23 1 1945, reporting the departure of the Sl7edish 
liner D~lNGHOLM from Istf.nbul on ,\pril 21 bearing a 
party of Glrr.tan nationals en route to Germany 1 I have the 
honor to chronicle briefly the events connected whh the 
DROTTNINGHOlli•s call at the port of Istanbul, ., 

The ship arrived at Istanbul on the morning of April 10, _ 
brineing (W:nbassy•s telegram no. '-l-96, Aprilll) a total of 
330 pasGengers, of whom. ~9 were Turkish nationals, tW<lnty­
one of other nationality, and eir:hty____p.t' doubtful nationality 
scatus1 nuw being studied by !J;e Turldsh authorities. Accord­
ing to the Ankara newspaper ULUS of April 11, 1945, the ship 
also brought 2500 tons of cargo \11:ich included machinery, 
machine parte, iron and steel article~ 1 cellulose, newsprint, 
and 300 kilos of medical supp~ies, 

The ship romained at dQck for a fe;; dajo to unload her 
cargo, prepare for the accommodation of. the passengers pro­
ceeding to Sweden (flfty of who•~ l)ad boarded the ship at 
Port Said, 3BYpt, and were already aboar,d), and take on 
Turkioh export good,; au . cnrgo for .the return voyat;e. She was 
_then moved offshore t_o a mooring._ . . 

The Ger:nan exchange 'group from Ankara~ numbering .ta4 _ · 
left.by special train for Istanbul on April 17, 1945, accomparo~d 
by t~e Assistant Djsector Qeooral of Protocol, Mr. Bencet Sefik 
Ozdoganci, An officer of the ~sy who witnessed tJ1e .,geparture 
of the train from tho suburban ·railway station at ·oazi Cif'tlik 
wa~ imprel)sed by tLe smart clothes· and appaarent e;ood spirits 
·or tl,e members of the group. l#pon ·arrival .at _U~'llarpasa 
Station, IstP..nblil, the ne:;ct· rJOrning, i\.;1ril 1~, ,the t~oup YI~S 

immedir,tely.; ~ , , • 

.~ 
-~ .,., ...... -
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junediately taken aboard a Bosphorus ferryj'lboat, the 
Goztepe. After having papers and lt:r;gage checked at the 
Galata Customs rouse, the pasaenge:r:s' were delivered direct~ 
to the DROTTNINGHOL!.I at its mooring. That evening the Germans 
interned at Istanbul were broueht to the Customs Bouse for 
the final check and tl:en taken to the ship. FiniU.loaciing 
and completion of formalities delayed the ship's departure 
until April 21. As reported in the Embassy's telegram 552, 
April 23g under reference, .the pa:;wenger lid, of 4:39 persons 
included 311 of tte Germans under internment in T~key.(leavinc 
in ttJ.s country 152·Germans who had been expected to go back 
but who decided a;:ainst making the trip), fifty Germans who 
had boarded the shi,p at Port Said, one Spaniard, t\~o· Portu;;uese 
(Dr. Luis Norton d1fMatos, :former Portuguese Charge d'Ai'i'aires, 
Bnd his wife), fifty-one Swiss, and twent,y-four S1vedeso Those 
Germans who rc:fuoed to return on the exchange ship. are to be 
i~erned temporarily, according to the Istanbul newspaper 
CID.lliUIUYb'l' of April 19, 1945, in the German School at Istanbul. 
Their subsequent disposition is under conside>ation by the 
Turkish Government, The responsible official at the Vinistry 
of Foreign Affairs told an officer of thd ~nbassy some days 
ago tl:ay it was ;>lanned to place them in eni'orced residence 
in an Anatolian provincial town under conditions similar to 
tho~·s in which tt e!·e are now l.eld certain r.er~,lllll nationals at 
Corum, Yoz:;at and ;{irsellir. 

U:r. Etienne Lfrdy, Sl~i~ J,;in:is ter at Ankara1 is reported 
by the Is~.anbui neespaper T~>SVIR of April 201 oto have said'~· 
r::gnrdine assertiuns that Gerl!lBll citizenship would be withdrawn 
fro.m those Germans who refused to return ·t;o GerllVlJ1Y on che ·· 
DROT'rNHIGHOI.Y: . . 

"No application has been made to my Government 
by the German c;overnment v1ith the pux·pose of depriving 
of German citizenship tho Germans wishjJlg to remain in 
Turkey, These Germans will remain as they are i'or the 
present, How ever, fhere is no tellint-; what the future 
II!BY b l'ingo 11 

As representative of the P1•otecting ·Fower, Ur •. Lard and 
his starr have been overwhelmed with ;tork in makinr.' arrange"' 
menta foil the DROTTNINGHOIJ!I.exchange, Tha Minister ·himseli' 
has been crit-icized at Anakara by the uni·~ed Nations' represen~a­
tives for his legr~istic interpretations of German rights and 
privileees and his insistence on doine 'everything I'ossible for 
his German charges. 

ilespect,fullyours 1 

. t . 
E. r.. Packer, 

Char6e d'Affaires nd interim, 

CO: 

Divisio~ of "Nellr. Efultern Af'fairs o • 

File No. 7iUo5 

RID/gm 

To .the, Departmerit· in •Orig.Uialand hoctor;rapl\. 

.~ 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE-

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

JP-686 
"This telegram must be 
' paraphre.sed be-fore being 

communicated to anyone 
other than a Governm,ent 
AgenC;)'. (~eJiilRl9~l3l3) 

I 

Ankara via Army 

Dated April 23, 1945 

~ecld 9:10a.m., 24th 

CONTROl COPY Secretary of State, 

ivashington. 

552, April 23, 
-,( . . -

FOR DEP.',_~TI-.1E~!T 

REElffiS 519, 

7 p.m. /WF? 2-± 1945 I' 
-~ND 1tJAR fl.EFUOO,_Ec;,*QSBn,~.t··- ""' 

~- ·---~,...._:~~~ .. ~ ··b~~! \: 

The SS DROTTNINGHOLN departed Istanbul April 21. 

According to S1vedish Legation hero she carried following 

persons in addition to creu, 311 Germans from Turkey 

50 Germans taken aboard at Port Said 1 Spaniard, 2 Portugues• 

51 Suiss e.nd 24 Svrodos. 
/ 

Istanbul nNrspa•1or VATAN April 21 reports shi~) 

carried following cargo loaded in Istanbul (in tons): 

1200 chromo 900 raisins 200 emory, 500 hazelnuts, 60 

peachstones, 50 liquorice, 2 cigarettes, 60 casings• 

PACKER 

EDA 
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DEPARTMENT 

OF 
STATE 

~ ~,.k_'-'-f (I) 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DSH-677 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovEr~~Ent 
AgEncy.. (~'i'lHiQ~I!lil) 

SEcrEtary of statE 

Washington 

529, April 17 1 6 p.m. 
i 

I 
Ankara 

DatEd 

REc'd 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAP~EC~ON 

~¥7g/ 
Ap.ril 17, 1945 ;?") ____..--rQ__ 

11:25 jJimo U ~ 

IntErnEd official GErmans numbEring about 120 lEft 

Ankara for Istanbul by train today (REE1ffiS 519
1 
Ap~il 15} 

I 

for dEparturE on DROTTNINGHOLM. Only ODE sick woman 

rEmainEd hErE • · Of GE rmnns in TurkEy nurnbE ring 463 

(REEMBS dEspatchEs 1153 1 ]\larch 24 and 1179, April 4} 

schEdulEd to dEpo.rt on DROTTNINGHOD:I1 n rEsponsiblE 

ForEign OfficE official says 178 havE askEd pF.l'mission 

to rEmain in TurkEy. 

Ranking GErman official lEaving Ankara today is 
/ 

MinistEr CounsElor JEnkE who was accompaniEd by his 
I 

wifE, a sistEr of RibbE ntrop. 

PACI\ER 

WMB 

.~ 



APR 181945 

Dear Mr. Leavitta 

Tho following message· for yoo from Harold Trobe wae 
received through the United States Embasay 1n lisbon unde~ 
date of April 16, 1945• · 

"Trobe Fishzohn boarded DROJ:TINGHOIJ.! April 10. 
Advise onl,y 30 passengers permitted disembark. 
Remaining ll2 put .aboard Turkish tender &!faiting 
official decieion oon~erning validity their 
Turkish authorities may seriously question 
nationality of great many this group. ':rhey 
wQl'ldng towards solution of problem but mey 
require intervention WR}) and IOO. Promise 
fuller report advised Linder." 

Very truly yours. 

i S:lt;ned) .!!1 0.,. 
- - ence ffodsl 

Florence Hodel 
Aaeistant Executive Director 

Yr. Kosse A. Leavitt, 
Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Oooimittse, 
:no Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, Nn York • 

./ 

~:irip 4/17/45 

.~ 



OEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

Dii~-127 

-;.· 

INCOMING (), DIVISION QE_ 
'" CENTRAL SERVICES 

T~J,r~~AM ~TEL::P:;;7r 
PLAIN ~ f(:Vf 

1945 fJ.PR 17 AM 9 O / r , / ~ 6 Lisbon e ~'.&-{A.{.~l...-

r-

)(; 

LIA!.:;~N 
Dated ~)ril 16, 1945 '~ 
Rec 1 6_ 2:47-p.m, 

Sccrot~ry of State 

CONTROL COPY :Jashington 

789, Sixteenth 
X / 

1'/RB 381 JDC 216 FOR L:sAVITT FROi'1 TROBE 
i , I 

Trobe Fishzohn bortrded DROTTINGHOLH A~~ril 10. 

Advise only 30 passengers permitted disembark. Re­

maining 112 put aboard Turkish tendo( ~1rrai ting official 

decision concerning validity thQl,r Turlcish authori tics 

may seriously question nationality of groat many this 

sroup. They working to1-rards soluti~n of problem but 

may require intervention WRB and IGC, Promise fuller 
! 

report advised Linder. 

BARUCH 

UFS 

~-

f 
f 

' i 
I 
t 

-~ 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING DIVISION OF 

TE 
CENTRAL SER~I ES 

LEGRAM,:6 TELEGRAPH SE ~ON 
HF-1971 DIV:~!•_#J,+¥1-ra rAAu _.: -...b/ ::>. 
This telegram must be CEIJTRl/ ~":;-:''l·:::s ~y(IW>"l.Y"(-'l I 
prrraph_rased before being Do.t ed April 15, 19&- ~ '"-""t 
connunicntod to anyone ·yvv-';JA-
othor than a Govcrnme19t5 11;Jf( iG JW1p 1~ (jltj;·:b5 p.m. 
Agency. (~~gw~ICT~~) 

Secretary of State 

\vashington 

US URGENT 

DC/L 
LIAISON 

CONTROL COPY 
519, April 15, 10 a.m. 
'I-

I informed tho appropriate Foreign Office 

official yesterday that rooms had been reserved for 
~ 

the 80 refugees ex-SS DROTTNINGHOLM nou on board an-

other vessel at Istanbul (REEHBS 503 April 12) (''). 

more hotels in that city and inquired whether it uould 

not be possible to allow them to come ashore particu­

·larly in view of the fact that no sleeping accommoda-

~-

tions were available on board the small vessel in quos-

tion and of the fact that eating facilities on boa~d 

were unsatisfactory. He informed me later that ·instruc-

tions had been issued to allou the refugees to come 

('f) Apparent omission, 

£. 
i_,' 

PACKER 

·,· .j 
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April 18. 1945 

1>0er MP. teavlttt 

'mle following message for you h'om Arthul' rtahoohn 
vas received through tho trn1 ted States Consulate 1n 
Istanbul undor dnto of !t.pl'il 140 19<151 

"llo. 6 cailled JlW'UealOOI Lttibona •ruth aq 
Pfl.B!!Olll!:OI'B on 1\lrkleh tendv. Every effort ~• 
being made t~r tmmedtnte dobarkatlon at 
Istanbul M nationals of 'l\rtk01' or right of 
doolo11e hare. ~ellent cooperation em. 
tendod by ~ top friends. War llefugoe :Doerd 
and Int&li'BOVGl'illllental Col!l!~!.ttee l'lllould never-
tho1eoo stand 117. SendinG you n list &t 
JewiBh paa11~a and naroo!!l of nearest rela-
tlvnn to be notified by potwh. Should this 
1ht 11o oab11i14 by us'l'" 

Very truly youre1 

ffS!m!elfJ l'IIlrence l!oao:z· 
i'lonnce Rodt4 

Aoslatant Executive Director 

Hr. Yosl!lo A. Leavttt, 
Secretary, 
klerlcllll Jmdsh Joint Dlotribution 

Commlttoo, 
:flO 1-lrul! non Avtlllue, 
trow York 161 liew Yotlc1 

\ 

~ RBihve 4/lB/45 

.~ 

' ·~ ~ 
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~TMENT 
/ OF 

DIVISION OF 
,cENTRAL SERVICES 

/ STATE T.ELEGRA~E~~ 

~/'¢~' 
MJ'J-1960 ,, ,~ Istanbul 
This telegram must b&•1) ,'!;oF; /() '·': g 
paraphrased before being ~~ted/ ~pril 14, 1945 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
.. gonc;r. (o¥H'JS'l'tl:I8ijlliJliJ) 

OC/L Roc 1 d 2:53 p.m,,, 15th 

LIAiSON 

'./ashington CONTROL COPY 
Secretary of State 

126, Lpril 14, 5 p.m. 
A I 

Ploc,se transmit following message to Moses LeG vi tt 
I / 
Joint Distribution Committee New York from Arthur Fishzohn 

Joint Distibution Committee Istanbul. 

"No, 6 cabled Jerusalem Lisbon: 
'f 

•Passengers on Turkish tender fifth day, Making 

every effort for immedin te do barlm tion at Is tr;mbul as 

Turkish nationals or right of domicile here., Our top 

friends extending excellent cooperation. Nevertheless 
I 

·Jar Refugee Board and intergovernmental committee should 

stand by, Sending you by pnUah a ~ist of Jewish passengers 

and nc.mos of nearest relatives to be notified, Should 

we cable this list?' 11 

TROUTMAN 

WMB 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
RiJC~frrF:GRAM 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRI',!_ S~RV!CES 

GEM-785 1945 APR I;>; , tlM 
This telegram muse oe' 9 06 

Ankara 

Dated 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH ?E/,N 

q;tpA~-e 1 

via 1\rmy o ""~~ 
April 12, 1945 t paraphrased before being 

communicated to qpypne 
other than a Go~~e~tal 
agency, (jil!lW#tSQiN) 

Rec•d 10:06 n.m. 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

503, April 12, 3 p.m. 
f 

I have dis cussed v1ith the Minister of Foreign 

J.ffairs again this morning the question of the 

individuals who arrived on the DROTTNINGHOLM and who 

hr.ve been placed temporarily on board another boc.t 

in the harbor of Istanbul (REEMBS 496, April 11), 

I Wr>.s told the discussions with the British Embassy 

regrrcl.ing their admission to Pnlestine are progressing. 

favorr>bly; thrt tochnicP.lly they lmvo been c.dmitted 

to Turkey and arc being kept on the bor.t which serves 

as a hotel merely temporarily until decision as to 

their eventual destinntion is mnde and that arrangements 

nre being nw.de with the necessnry spfeguP.rds for them 

to be allowed in indi v idunl cases to go ashore' .. from 

time to time for short periods. 
\ \ 

Jacob Troge and Arthur Fishzohn.of the United 
I 

Stntes JDC we're allowed to visit the refugees yesterday 

and are assisting them with clothing and other suy,.plies. 

P/,CKER 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

£..<~( f.; '~ tt't.<-< . j,v.-kJL~Z.f 
--------· 

( 11,) INCOMING 

TELEG!RA.M TELEG~P SECT19N 
, DIVISION OF / q !JJ.A; ~ / 

MES-588 CE,JTRAL SERVh%~ara ~,r';;1y 
This telegram must be ' !0 /~ 

0 DrVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

parap~ased bei'ore1:Jq;WJ:~~ 12 AMDgt4'.$April. 1~, :-r94 
comraun~cated to anyone 
other than a Government Recld. 7:10 P·~· 
Agency. (ff8S!R~9~~) 

Secretary of St~te, 

rJashington. 

DC/L 
LIAISON 

496, April 11, 5 p.m. 
;< 

CONTROL COPr 
In view of' the information contained in m! 487; 

April 9, 6 p.m. which crossed Depart~nentrs 405, April 
' .. 

9, 7 p.m. and of the ini'ormation i'urnished below it 
I 

seems undesirable i'or the moment to give any assurances 
/ 

to the Turkish Government along the line authorized 

and I shall accordingly take no-a.ction along tha~ line 

unless and until further developmepts require it~ 
( 

The Ministry of' Foreign Ai'i'airs has just ini'ormed 

me that a total of' 330 passengers arrived at Is.tanbul 
I . 

on the DROTTINGHOLM yeitorday •. These are divided into 

tho i'o~lowing categories: 

A~ 35 Turkish diplonu;ttic and f:lonsularc.oi'ficers and 

members of' their i'amilies. 

B. ·88 Turkish students, 

c. 36 private Turkish cit~z~f-:~\~;.v'o?Vb!!:Llii}~;J -!\ 

D. ·70 Turkish rrews. 

E. 8 i'oreign diplomats, 
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.. 1 

.. , 
-2- f/496

1 
April 11, 5 p,m., From fl.rjkarn vio. Array 

--

F. 13 foreign nationo.ls. Tho13e 250 individuo.ls 

wore o.ll permitted to enter Turkey officially 

immediately. 

Tho remaining 80 persons are ·divided into tho 

follow;ng catege:i.'ies: 

G~ 7 Jews wi thou t ( ~~) formerly Turkish na ti c;mals 

but who have been deprived of Turkish citizenship~ 

H~ 70 Jews without documents of identification. 

I. 3 individuals apparently Turk nationals who 

have no passports. 

These 80 individua.lsha.ve been put temporarily on b6o.r1 

a vessel at Istanbul whe1•e they will be held for the til!le 

being pending decision a.s to their ultimate destination, 

The Turks are questioning them with a view to establishing . . 

their identity nationality, ot cetera. 

PACKER 

WTD 

( ~<) apparent omission 

-~ 



1-'A!i__: FHR/-.Q·-· 

/ 
FROif:: American Em~:&s sy • imltara via Anny 

TO: Secretary of "\tate, '·!a ~hinv~on 

DATED: Arr11 12, 1945 

.-CONTROL COP{ 504 
" 

PRF'RITY 

Reference is made here,··ltil to Emb.sRsy' a cable of Anril 12, no. 503, 

This afternoon the off1cia.l at the Tur~<ish Forw9.gn Office who 

is hanr'ling the cuerotion of GerrnF·ns scheduled to decart on ,the DRO'l'Y-

NH!GHOI.J-1 informed ll member of the Embassy ataff' as follows: 

The Govern::1ent of Turkey h<"S told the S1•ie~ LeE·ation (handling 

I German interests) that it 1-1.11 not compel any GennP.ne to leave Turkey 
/ 

aboard the DROTTNING'iOLN. Those ~ .. ho rem?ln her,e, ho~<•ev<;r0 will be 

classified by Security Directorate of Inter·ior Ministry according to 

each lndividualls case history and ench ~uet agree to subject himself 

to Hhatever adm1n1strat1 ve regulations the Government of T.url~·ey de­

cides to inroose. :Moreover·, Germans steylng must cleerly understand 

that Turl(ey as one of the Unl ted Nat10nf1 ie bound to delJ.ver for 

trial to any other United Nation unon demand the .neveon of anyone 

"''ho is i1eld by that netion to be a 1·rar criminal. Quest"-on of 1-rhether 

&n extra.dltlon treaty is in forc~t•·•een Tul:'key and. the United Nations 

making the demand 1,1.11 not be raised, 

Vice Admiral Ralf von ll~r l1erPi tz, former German Naval Attache, 

is among the 101 persons r,•ilOtHl appl1ca.t1,ons to stay in Turkey has 

been made already, It 1s expected that 50 to 60 additional names 

will be added to the U st of those Mishing to stay. The Government 

of Turkey on humen1 tarian grounds ~1111 assume support of ·those w1 th­
DECLASSIFIED 

Eltate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

. ByR. H. Pa.rks Dete SfP l!) 1Cl72 

.~ 
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out funds t··:-,o stay, a a th~ S••iss Lees t1on ;.olll p'rer.umably cut off 

financial sur:'ort :from official Gr::rru&n sources. Those who st;;y and 

are n >t c onsl.dered to be dong.el'ous :rr-,m the security rmgle ~1111 be 

placed ln enforced residence ln nome ,;natol1n tol•-'11 e1-:<lli1I' to Corum~ 

'·Jo:>.gatn or KJ.raeh1r vlherE there are ln reQtricted residence the 

German nationals •·hQil!est Avgust refused to return to Germany. 

PACKER 

DC/L:VAG- 4/1~/45 
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UNITED NATIONS 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 215, D. C. 

General William 0 1Dw,rer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Room 2426, Treas~J Department 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodel 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

11 APR 1945 

We are enclosing a copy of the cable, which, on the basis 

of our telephone conversation 10 April 1945, we are sending 

to our Cairo Office. \'/e appreciate your making this infor-

mation available to us so promptly. 

Very truly yours, / 

:::::,~~~~X 
Deputy Director 
Division on,Displaced Persons 

Enclosure 

-. ' 

l 
I 
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lBlBlla. I'1U»l LlUDWf 

A. ro .. rov lnf'olftlla\loa m lllfolld u tbat &n ...,..._ o1 aatlnal• 
ntwua a......, aa4 _,.._, mnr btluc Old'rta& m lnallWi, ~ mq 

aocep' 136 lne tnm. OeS!IId aona~Jatl'A.tloa if.lllgs olal~WtB !Jukbh tJatloDaltf17, 

. DO' neocatld"' lvkltb au\hod.\111• 11ft CIOD4ltloa u.s., V.K • .;....,. .. 

thab -.&nHJJ.aMe tlhlle Ia ~ ea4 ~tate tml\Gter to other oouatw. 

··•· S!Wftal poad\111.\he. 

1. Gft1lp f1!laF be refud aflall'-ot tf flat_. aM. retoJzl.tl4 ~bo'J• 

a. CII'OliJirtlfJil 11t llllderm\tea"' miD~ al14 elalppea b7 rall to 

PalatUM wlthha tllfBi?A AU. 

8. UlfRRA _, ... a.-a. to --~ ..-o of .pOUp aa an "Olmii.A. l'aspondblll\F 

ad pJ"Od8 fOlr GaH la lem11t a:M \l'MSJ)Ol'\ntloit. tCi UliJlliA CGIIIP• 

G. lra$t~NCUontt 

1. &aep ta toUGh wUh 49ltl.o,pll.fa\1 Sa tvlf8.V. Wlll aable ell a44Ulo~ 

btosrmatton noelft4 SD ~. 

a. , ..... tot ll2 abovt. 

a. If ~ •••4 to ~ tot ,.. lllali1J au al'~~mta toll' elif>Ueao 
tltd.-Nast or tfanllfu to 1~1M di.at~l1 wUh can • ~•• ~ • 

Jl,tp .. , ... M Al ... - Ga.._ GilA ,...~ 

.;'l·.-. 
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Mr. Ks~ren 
l-ir. 1·~c~o!-;:te.c£. 
l~;-·s. Conn 
1~.:--.E'. TV\iler 



FROH: 
/ 

TO: .Ameri cr=n 1\..;'Dr-_?r.r:l, J,onclon 

DATKD: 

mnarrm: 2757 
t 

U'1 s. URGRNT. - CONTROL COPY 

See ~·our March 28 cable ·ro. 3186, /'1~x Refur,ee llaPril ~>nd 

Department l'\$fl'Jr.le that you havo il.iscussed Pith the li'oreir,n Office 

Ar.knra•s .lipril 17 c,~_blel No. ::9. Along these lbes, you should 
\ 

stress the desirability from a security struu'l.noint of re'llovlng 

G/rmen nl'.tior>..ale: a.'ltl officials from '~key ,., s0on e.s nosaible, a 

view ,.,hi.ch the ll'oreien Of:f1ce -presumably shares. .Al.Bo, 1t is 1>elieved 
( 

by the Denertment to be very undesireblo that ~.:rry Jel'lt.l relee.sed from - I 
Gel'T'l~.ny for T\urnose of exC<'1m1F,e be r·eturned ul M. "Tit>.tely to Ge:rman,y es 

such a covel~ment, ~Prt fro'll l'.l'lloat certPin hDrdship Jto nersone 

eoncemed, no,.J.d '1robpbly 'hmr;rll ser!oualJr ne!ld.ing nogotiatione:, 

lco!~ine toward the d.enprt··;ro of .rewa fl'Oiil. Gem1:'.1JY in ex"""mJgea, betfleen 

thl.a Government end the Gol,n~m Govel'llment. 

SWP: REHi b1JeriJ.: I.! A 

Pare;phrased 
DO/LI'P.R 4{11/45 
. £0(, 

STJil'l.''l'INitJS 

:r r ·:11\l;J O}f D.(.· 
... Ct.J-'JEU';CT[ BO\': 

' : <' •:·FIJ bEGEIAED 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7ll -

SEP 15 1972 By R.-H. Parks Date-----., 

.~ 



FROH: 

TO: 

Sccret£-t:ry of S·tat .. -; 1 lr!ae'11ngton 
I 

American Ebuaesy, ~:~aTa 

DATED: April 9, 1945 
\ 

NUMBER& 405 
'I 

9 
Please r·efer to your cc.bl<-:1 of April ? , No. 473, t~h1oh 

as No, c. 29 l~fi.B repea te{l to London. 
,. 

The American Embassy in London has been asked by the 

Department and the \'lar Reltl[;eG Board to emphae3.ze ~11th the 

Foreign Office of Great Britain the des1rab111ty of removing 
I I 

4 

German nation.als from Turkey, f'ro1:1 the standpoint of security. 
. . 

Further, tht\ message stat!fs tllat it t~ould be highly desirable 

that Jews 11llo have been re1eaoed f'r•om Germany for exchange not 

be returned to Germany, ~inc~ auch an eventuality would seriously 

endanger the succeas of exchanges later on, aside from almost 

certain hardship to the people concerned. 

You are authorized further, 1n this connection, to renew, 

1n your discretion, the Jssure_nces t·rhich were contained 1n cable 

dated February 25, 1944t from the Department, No, 146, and the 

follot-r1ng in particular: 

(b) In mninta1n1n£S refugees in Turke~·, the Board 
:~ 

is prepared to render full aasistance. 

(c) The Board •~111 malta every etfort to mo.ve refugees 

from TurJ.tey to other locations, sltould suoh action become 

desirable, 1f the Government of Turkey takes the steps 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept, Leiter, 1-11-72 . .

1972 . SEP 1 S · 
. By R. H. Parks Dat;e-

__,........,; _____ ··~···------~·----
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necessary to faclJ.ita.te the entry at a substantial number 

'\of refugees. I 
If, P..6 and uhen 1 t b••c.•;nl<'~t --·'\.dent that thG 134 1•efugees on 

I '-, 
board the DRO'r7fNGF{;:).}\ may not be admitted to Pe.laat1ne, the 

repetition of such aosurnnoea to the Governm~nt of Turkey should be 

mads ln your discretion s.n.d for ·,;'".•-8 purpose or lnduc1ng the Govern­

ment of Turkey to receive them in Tu;,.~li:ey pending arrangements for 
~{i_ 

their removal to some othez• place. The assurances whloh are 

contained in (b) above should in yoJJ,r disCiretion be repeated to the 

Goverilrnen t of Turkey 1n ,.the event the Government o:t Great Br1 tain 

advises that the 134 refugeea ln question may bo admitted to 
Pales tine v1hen the quota perm1 ta. You are requested to do everything 

possible to secure the admisBion to 'filrkey of the 134 refugees aboard 

-the DROTTINGHOl,M, ~.-1 thin the frumet~ork of the foregoing. 

In vase the refugees cannot be aom1ttad to Palestine, the War 

Refugee Board ls consul t,.n8 UNRFA to malte provision for them at 

an UNRRA control camp. 

'l'he assurances given above should no.t be used "n any ""TaY to 
' 

encoura6e refusal of atunlselon of the group to Palestine by the 

Br1 t1eh, l'rhich 1s the most desirable solution by far. 

STETTINIUS 

WRB:GLM: J 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

E:,s-1910 

INCOMING 
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DIVISWII OF 
CENTRAL SEH'IiCES 

1945 N'R 10 Ml, o~~ ... 
Li.~K-a'L'"·a 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

(() et-1-r o/ /U-
{1~~-v 

This tElEgrnm must bE 
paraph::asEd bEforE bEingDC/L 
communLcatEd to anyonE 

DatEd ;,pril 9, 1945 

othEr than a GovErnmEnt LIAISON REc 1d 8:30p.m. 
;,gEncy. (>t:r;FJiRT~) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Hashington. CONTROL COPY 
487, ~pril 9, 6 p.m. 

I 
_ThE offici_e_l in thE ;.!inistry of ForEign ;,ffairs 

who is handling thE mattEr (iiEEMBS 473, _·,pril 7) has just 
I 

informEd mE thE Turkish GovErnmEnt has dEcidEd to allov1 
I 

thE 134 JEwish pErsons on thE DROTTNINGHOLN! to land at 

Istanbul pEnding thE "EVEntual dEtErmination of thEir 

fatE". 

JT 

SEnt to DEpartmEnt, rEpEatEd London as 31. 

x 
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DEPARTMENT 
'OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
TELEeii·RAM. 

) DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 
DIVI:iiOH OF 

LFR-1452 CENTRAl ~iRM~~ t.J CV'L j/2.~.-j., -~·-"---<-
This tElEgram must bE /} J' //'/ , ,IJ •• 4 

parap~asEd bE for~ b~~PR 3 D~~1<?: tWil 7 19'W'/ L U ~ ~) 
comiJunlontEd to anyonE '' " 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt REc 1 d 11:42 p.m. 
AgEncy. (~EB~RIS;EB) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

DC/L 
L' \!SON 

Viashington. CONTROL COPY 
PRIORITY 

473, April 7, 6 p.m. 
'f 

Prior to thE rEcEipt today of DEpartmEnt1s rEfErEncE 

cablE I had discussEd with ForEign OfficE, thE British 

Embassy and thE SwEdish LEgation thE quEstion of thE 
I 

134 JEwish pErsons on board thE DROTTNINGHOLM '~hich is 

ExpEctEd in Istanbul on 1-!onday. (REDEPTEL 393, April 

5 and London1s 19, March 28). 

Just prior to his dEparturE on April 5 for thE 

San Francisco ConfErEncE as a mEmbEr oJ thE Turk 

dElEgQtion, Acting SEcrEtary GEnEral Erkin informEd 

mE thEsE individuals wErE EmbarkEd on thE DROTTNINGHOL11 

without prior notification to or thE consEnt of thE 

Turk GovErnmEtt.t; that fEw if any of thEm havE any claim 

to Turkish nationality; that thE Turlc GovErnmEnt '\<JOUld 

probably not (rEpEat not) pErmit thEm to disEmbark from 

thE DROTTNINGHOLM EVEn. :t'9r.: a·.· t~;mpll)]:;ary $tay in Istanbul; 
. ~ . ' . . . 

and it might sEnd TurkEY I. l 
a 

'
·~ 

I ). 
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-2- #473, April 7 1 6 p.m., from Ankara 

on th~ rEturn voyagE of thE DROTTNINGHOUiJ. I infornEd 

Erkin that I thought any such action on thE part of thE 
J 

Turk GovErnmEnt might havE an unfortunatE EffEct par-

ticularly at this timE, upon Turk-AmErican rElations in 

viEw of thE publicity in thE UnitEd StatEs prEss that 

1wuld bE surE to attEnd any such action its part. 

In convErsation yEstErday with thE ForEign OfficE 

official who has this mattEr immEdiatEly in chargE 

(REEl~S 450, April 3) I rEitEratEd to him thE point 

of viEw ExprEssEd to Erkin which hE said hE sharEd. 

HE statEd thE Turk GovErnmEnt had not yEt dEcidEd 

what position lt would ta~E with rEspEct to pErmitting 

thEsE pErsons to land at Istanbul. 

I ExprEssEd thE abovE mEntionEd point of vinr last 

EVEning to thE British Ambassador bEfort hE saw thE 

Acting ForEign MinistEr with whom hE discussEd this 

mattEr. ThE ForEign OfficE official last rEfErrEd to 

abovE informs mE Jhis aftErnoon thE British.Ambassado~ 

was informEd by SumEr that thE Turk GovErnmEnt is prE­

parEd to pE):'mit thE pErsons in quEstion to EntEr TurlcEy 

in transit if thE British GovErnmEnt will' uqdErtakE 

to pErmit thEm to EntEr PalEstinE• ThE British Ambas.:. 

sador informs mE this aftErnoon that hE informEd SumEr 

during th~ir convErsation last night that hE would 

tElEgraph to London (hE has sincE donE so) rEquEsting 

instructions as 
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-3- #473 1 April 7, 6 p.m., from Ankara 

instructions as to whEthEr thE British GovErnmEnt is 

willing to lEt thEsE individuals EntEr PalEstinE undEr 
I 

thE quota schEmE. PEtErson statES somE of thE pErsons 

arE GErman JE\vs, somE of othEr nationalitiEs. HE stntEs 

furthEr hE cablEd to London somE days ago on this subjEct 

and thE rEply hE rEciEVEd did not EncouragE him to bE­

liEVE thESE pErsons will bE admittEd to PalEstinE. I 

gathEr hE fEEls a rEply from London may not bE' forth-

coming immEdiatEly~ 

In viEw of forEgoing DEpartmEnt may dEsirE to 

discuss this phasE of thE mattEr with thE British 

GovErnmEnt. I had discussEd this subjEct \vith a 

SEcrEtary of thE British Embassy at thE timE Londonls 

19 was rEcEivEd and lEarnEd thE cablE rEfErrEd to abovE 

by thE British Ambassador had bEEn SEnt to London, ThE 

SEcrEtary promisEd I would bE informEd whEn a rEply was 

rEcEivEd. YEstErday thE SwEdish MinistEr informEd mE 

that if thE Turkish authoritiEs dEclinEd to pErmit thESE 
I 

pErsons to disEmbark in TurkEy all (rEpEat all) Turkish 

nationals on board thE DROTTNINGHOLM·might bE prEvEntEd 

from disEmbarking and takEn back to SwE:dEn along with 

thE 134 JEwish pErsons concErnEd, 

JH. 

REpEatEd to London as 29 • 
.,.. 

J?ACKER 

.~ 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE EK-333 

DatEd April 5, 1945 t _ l_ 

1945 APR 6 /j ~_(_ '.":_/. 
Ml 9 1Hc'd 10:48 a.'rli. ., 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

''Jashington. 

3459, Fifth. 
;I 

D~" /. 
LIAlSOi/ 

BUNTROL COPY 
PlEasE dElivEr thE following mEssagE to thE ~ar 

REfugEE Board from IntErgovErnmEntal Cow.nittEE on rEfugEES 

MEssagE bEginsl ;cJE· undErstand World JEwish CongrEss 

has sought your assistancE through AmErican Embassy London 
v 

bEhalf 137 JEWS En routE Istanbul via SS DROTTNii~GHOLJVi 

as part of Turkish GErman ExchangE whosE Turlcish nation-

ality uncErtain. According our information ESSEntial 

quEstion is whEthEr disEmbarkation will bE pErmittEd and 

WE would advisE intErvEntion only in casE such dis-

Embarkation is in doubt. For your information WE arE 
I 

informEd that JEwish AgEncy London,has rq_uEstEd JEwish 

AgEncy JErusalEm to authorizE its rEprEsEntativE Istanbul 
/ 

to issuE PalEstinian cErtificatEs to abovE mEntionEd 

group if this mEasurE nEcEssary to achiEvE disEmbarkation. 

VJE bEliEVE this arrangEmEnt is satisfactory and would 

suggEst it bE invokEd if thErE is difficulty concErning 

disEmbarkation. MEssagE Ends. 

\ WINANT 
WFS 
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Dist~ibuti?f194'fAPrf~E .P'IL t 2..,1 rEadlnG only oy spEc!~~ f 
arranc;EmEnt. \i} 

SEcrEtary of Stat~~-~-

450, ~pril 3 1 7 p.m. 

CENTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAP.,..H SECTJON 

:_ c/,~;et.. ~-=-~ __ ,..-
.. nkar0-' :-:, -:-~ }::}_ __ 

DatEd :.pril 3 1 1~~5 '( .. 

REc 1 d 10:16 p.m., 4th 

CONTROL COPY 
i 

Inasmuch as thErE is no \Jar REfugEE Board rEprE-

s Enta ti V5 in TurkEy thE subjEct raisEd in our t E'iEgram 

No. 19 of ,.uuch 29, 12 noon was discussEd today by 

a mEmbEr of thE Embassy staff with thE official of 

thE Turk ,Jinistry of ForEign :.tfairs chargEd uith such 
I 

mattErs. This official confirmEd that thE 134 Jn;ish 
/ I 

rEfugEEs on thE DROTTlHNGEOLi'A WErE without idEntifi-

cation papErs and said that thEy had bEEn put on thE 

vEssEl by thE GErman GovErnmEnt without thE knowlEdgE 

or acquiEscEncE of thE Turk GovErnmEnt. ThE official 

addEd that undEr 'I'urk lan it would bE impossiblE to 

allow thEse: re:fugEES to stay hErE and that thE British 

GovErnmEnt through thE British Embassy in :.nkara had 

bEEn askEd whe:thEr it could dise:mbarlc thEsE pEoplE at 

Port Said in ordEr that thEy might be: transportEd to 

Pale:stine:. The: official adde:d that if thE :,me:rican 

and British GovErnmEnts we:rE to guarantEE that thESE 

rEfugEEs would bE accEptEd ElsEWb.E'rE thE Turk 

GovErnmEnt 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Pro:ks Date.2£!:..1 ~ 1972 
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;,pril 3 1 7 p.m., from :.nlmra. 

GovErnmEnt might bE disposEd to pErmit thEm to 

land and rEmain for a short timE in TurkEy. 

To this lust suggEstion thE mEmbEr of my 

staff pointEd out that thE Embassy had no authority 

to makE such a cuarantEE and that it v1as EntirEly 

for thE British GovErnmEnt to dEcidE whEthEr thESE 

pEoplE should bE admittEd to PalEstinE. In conclusion 

thE Turk official v1as rEmindEd of thE unfortunatE 

EffEct which TurkEy's rEfusal to pErmit thEsE rEfu­

gEES to land micht havE on public opinion in thE 

linitEd StatEs particularly sincE TurkEy is noV! a 

mEmbEr of thE UnitEd Nations. 

SEnt to London rEpEatEd to thE D2partmEnt as 

No. 450. 

p:.CIC::R 

J/,ffi 
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MAR 311945 

Dear Dr. Goldmann: 

/ Through the Americap Embassy 1n London, Dr. L. 
Zelmanovits has requested that the tollov1Dg message be 
delivered to you: I 

•on 'the exc~ge vessel. Drottn1Dgbola, 
there are 13• Jewish repatriates from Germany 
released as part of a group ot 700 Turkish 
e1t1r.ene. 'fhe7 have no papers. It is feare4 
(1) that Turkish Government may not let thea 
enter TurkeJ. and (2) that the Turkish ~vern­
ment may not consider them as Tllrkish e:xobanseea 
and oonsequentlJ refuse to release in exobange 
tor them an equivalent number of Ger~ans whioh 
might entail the return of the Jewish refugees 
to GemanJ. lt is ;ttequeste4 that the war Refugee 
Boar\! intervene with the Turkish Government on 
behalf of these 134 Jewish refugees with a view 
to letting them enter furkef·on humanitarian 
grou.ds and espeoiallJ with a view to having an 
equivalent number of Germans releesed 1n order 
that the exobange of these refugees may be com­
pUted. Should Turkef refuse ebtry to them, 1t. 
1a requested that ·war Refugee Bo~ arrange to~ 
them to go to UIUUlA caalp at PhU1ppev1l).e. leasel 
now en rogte to L1abon whence it will continge to 
Rear Saat. 

. tbe War Refugee Board, in cooperation with the 
Department ot State, 1e ~nvest1gat1ns the foregoing matter 
and you will be kept advised ot developments~ 

Verr trulJ ro~a, 

(Si_gnea) Wi11l.nm O'l)wye:f 
wuuam O'D111er 

S.e0Qt1ve 01reotor 



Haroh 31, 1945 

Deal:' Fr. I.eavi tt: 

Tho follm<ing meBSage for you from Rarolcl Trobe was 
received throll8h the United States Embassy in Msbon under 
date of !l-arch :30, 1945; 

11Drotn1ngholm arrived left Lisbon yesterday with 
133 Turld.eh SGJ.>haJ:dics ex Bergen Belson en route 
Istanbul for exchange. Gro11p left :Bergen Ilelsan 
March 4 embarked DrottningP~lm at Gotoborg Where 
the;r received alothing, food, some money from 
community. Ship then proceeded Liverpool whore 
Baster bvead, at cetera put abroad. Group in• 
eludes 32 women lately interned Ravenbruok two 
Auschwitz five Thoresienstadt. Understand be­
tween 45 and 50 thousand persons still interned 
Hergon Belson l!ll!IlY whom lately transferred from 
camps Poland including J31rkonau. H.eport group 
155 Spanish 6ephard1cs from Atlums still nergen 
nelsen but expected leave camp soon for Switzer­
land, Ravensbruck hv.s ~proximately 50 thousand 
internees lli!IOng whom 5 thouaand Jews mostly 
Hungarians. Oond! tiona camps terrible but no 
basic change since last reliable reports but all 
persons 'IU'ge food be Mnt camps. Drottningholm 
gro~p previously resided Italy, France, ITolland, 
Belgium, Germany, Poland and moot 6f them anxious 
ll!lllligrate Palestine, We distributed llonrd money 
put fresh frui to abl8l'lil attended personal needs 
~assengers. Ship will stop Port Said en route 
IstanbtiJ..II 

Ver~ tMy yours, 

J'lorence Hodel 
Assistant ~ecutlve Director 

Mr. H. A, Leavitt, Seorotl.lr'Jo 
American JB\d.sh Joint Distribution Committl'te• 
:rro· l«a.d1son Avenue, 
New YoJ."k 16 · I» York LJtJ.JJ V 
~a.~!ins ':!/3,.J45 IIQ1 ' . 
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FOR LEAVITT FROH HAROLD TROBE. 
/ 

DROTNINGliOLM arrived loft Lisbon yostcrdny 1•ri th 

' 
133 Turkish Se~harC.ics ex Borgen Belson on route Istanbul 

for oxcha.nge. Group left Borgen Belson X.broh 4 embccrked 

DROTTNINGHOLM qt Goteborg uhore they received clothing, 

food, some money from corar.mnity. Ship then proceeded 

Liverpool where Easter bread, et cetern put aboard. · 

Group includes 32 '"omen lately internecl Ravcnbruck t1vo 
I 

Auschvri tz five ThG'resienstadt. Underst-'l.ncl between 45 

and 50 thous~nd persons still interned ~organ Belson 

many vrhom l<J.te:)_y transferred from cc>.mps Poland inclucUng 
I 

Birkonau. Report group 155 Spanish Se_pj:prclics from 
·:'' '.\;;'-:)\-.y ~ . . . ·. \.,: ;_;;.~-~) 

Athens still Bergen Belson but expected leave camp 

soon for Swi tzerl'lnd. Ravensbr~~lt!~'!:.~· ~~~~f~-~~tnntely 
. . .• -. ;· .. ~'-ih- k-:1-• \-~-n: -.. 

50 thousand internees qmong whom 5:,tb:6h~'t.\if4'''J'ews mostly 
! '; .} f._~: :-~ i .' i: i:~ fl 0' .. ! 1; 

Hungarians. Conditions camps terribld-'-out 'no b'lsic 

change since 



-2~/692, Thirtieth, from Lisbon. 

change since last reliable reports but all persons urcc 

food be sent camps. DROT'l:NINGHOLM group previously 

resided Italy, France, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Poland 

and most of them anxious immigrate Palestine. \·Ie distrib­

uted Board money put fresh fruits aboard attended 
.. -. 

personal needs passengers. Ship •·rill stop Port SR.id 

en route Istanbul. 

CROCKER 

1TTD 
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SEcrEtc.ry of StatE, 

··;ashington. 

3186, Farch 28, noon. 
l 

FOR \mB. 
/ I 

CONfRUL COPY 
Dr. L. ZElmanovits of riorld JEwish CongrEss, 

London rEports that th£r.£ r.rE on thE ~xchan,,E vESSEl 
I 

DROTTNIHGEOD.: 134 J~ish rEpatriatEs from GErm:;_ny v"ho 

wErE rElEe-sEd as part of a group of 700 Turkish citizEns. 

ThEsE JEvJish rEpatriatEs havE no papErs. Z Elmanovits 

fEars (onE) thGt Turkish GovErnmEnt may not lEt thESE 

JEw1sh rEfugEES EntEr TurkEy and (tv10) that thE Turlcish 

GovErnmEnt may not considEr thEm as Turkish ExchanGE[S 

andconsEquEntly rEfusE to rElEasE in ExchangE for thEm 

an EquivalEnt numbEr of GErmans which might Entail thE 

rEturn of thE JEwish rEfugEES to GErmany. HE rEquEsts 

thE '.-;RB to intErvEnE \7ith thE Turkish GovErnmEnt on 

bEhalf of thESE 134 JEWiSh rEfugEES with a. ViEW to 

lEtting thr;:m EntEr TurkEy on humanitarian grounds and 

EspEcially 1nith a viEw to having an EquivalEnt numbEr 

of GErmans rElEasEd in ordEr that thE ExchangE of thEsE 

rEfugEES may bE complEtEd. Should TurkEy rEfusE Entry 

to thEm 
DECLASSIFlED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 
· ~t:'D 1 " 1972 By R. H. Porl<s Date_:_ __ 
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to thEm hE rEq:~lEsts that WRB arrangE for thEm to go to j 

UNRRJ. camp at P~ilippEvillE. VESsEl now m routE to 

Lisbon whEncE it will continuE to NEar East. HE rEquEsts 

that substancE of forEgoing also bE transmittEd to Dr. 

Nahum Gbldman, 1iJorld JEwish CongrEss, :ti Ew York City. 

This mEssagE rEpEatEd to Ankara as 19 for information 
~ 

of riRB rEprESEntativ~ and of JEwish AgEncy for :PalEstinE. 

VJINMJT 

JT 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Istanbul 
March 26, 1945 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

I have today delivered to the proper official of the 
American Consulate General at Istanbul, to be forwarded to 
you hy diplomatic pouc_9 leaving Istanbul on March 27, nine 
sealed packages of records of the Istanbul Office of the 
War Refugee Bosrd, the contents of which are divided into the 
following groups: 

Local activities in Turkey 
Corresp0ndence with Ambasssdor Steinhardt 
Antalya Shippint; Organization 
.Jreece 
M. Balabanoff 
Bulgaria 
Depositions 
Vaad Hahatzalah Emergency Committee 
Hicem 
Hungary 
Interoffice memoranda 
EmerGency Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Europe 

with International Rescue and Relief Committee 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
Joint Distribution Committee 
Correspondence with Enbassy (other than with Ambassador) 
Miscellaneous letters 
Dr. Magnes, President, Hebrew University, Palestine 
S. s. Mefkura 
Memoranda of conversations 
Minutes of meetings 
Miscellaneous 
s; Ss, Marina, BUlbUl and Mefkura 
Correspondence with Executive Directors )?ehle and O'Dwyer 
Reports received by Istanbul Office of Board 
Rumania 
Statistics 
S. S. Tari 
Reports to Board in Washington made by I. A. Hirschmann 

These nine packages will be transmitted as "confidential" 
and will be registered, under the nunibers 404 to 412, inclusive. 
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There were f' orwe.rded to you as of March 25, 1945, 
one package containin~ two books of copies of tele~rams 
sent and telegram:o received by the Board 1 s office in ,/ 
Ista!lbul, two pacl:ages each containing a volume of "l'rojects" 
of the War Refuc:,ee Board, and a fourth package containing 
highly confidential material, These four packages nere sent 
b) coni'idential po·cch, "top secret", and bore th8 regi2tered 
nQ~bers 399 to 402. 

The records cl.escribed in this letter comprise the co~:1plcte 
files of the Iloard 1 s Istanbul office, 

Sincerely yours, 

Brit;. Gen. 'iiilliam O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
VIa.r Refugee Board 
Treasury Buildine; 
Washint;ton, D. C. 

~~ 
Virginia D. ~e~~~~on " 

War Refugee Soard 



fir0in~a D. ~-ienderson 
,;ar ::_er'u0 ee ·oor-'rd 

j THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

c/o '-'nited Stat<Js '-;of.:>aEsy 
i1nkBra 1 rrurkey 

Bri2;. f!eC~, ',"iilliam O'Dwyer 
i:xecutive Director 
;mr rtefugee Board 
Unjted States Treasury Building 
15th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Has'•ington 25, D. C. 

-----~------ -----------'-'-----------''~--~--
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Istanbul, March 24, 1945 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

There is forwarded herewit\l a letter received 
by me today fron M:r;. Arth,lr Fis'hzohn, Istanbul repre­
sentative of the American Joint Distribution Gomr:~ittee, 
with its enclosures which set out the presently 
available informatj-on conernin,s the v1hereabouts and/ 
condition of 55 Jewish refugees who escaped from Rhodes. 

It is believed that you will find this material 
of interest. 

Sincer-)ly yours, 

d~~"Lc( 
Vir~nia D. Henderson 

War Refugee Board-

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
War Refu,:;;ee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Encls: Letter and enclosures 
re. refugees from 
Island of Rhodes 

--·--:--------· __ _.____ __ , ____ ---

, . I 
' 



AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 
cjo American Cor,s: .. l·,lte General 

I s t a h b u l 

I~1·. ''irginia Henderson 
da -!. :tef-_1~- ~ lJoa rd 
~rL'~rir:an -- r; ::;ns ::Ll:1 te 
lS tnL'o _Jl 

He ·•re encl·osing; a report on Hho•l2S that ·..:e r.:Jve 

today forwarded to our Lisbon Office. 



! 

c/o Arrerican Consulate General 
I s t a n b u l 

=' 

March 23rd, 1945 

Hef. No. 8 

American Joint Distribu-tion Committee 
•~.r. iiarold •rro be 

L i s b o n 

lJear i.:r. Trobe: 
In yom: letter of ~'ebruary 19th, you asked for a .seneral 

report concerning Rhodes. It has been confirmed to us that 
there wei·e a 1000 Jews in Rhodes of which all were deported 
duri.nr: the peTiod of occupation with the bare exception of '55, 
who managed to escape and perhaps two or three adlderly persons 
who wanaged :tomehow to remain in Rhodes. Na are attaching 
t·.vo copies of the list givi.ng the names and such other information 

as is available concernin[; the 55 who escaped from Rhodes. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Arthur l!'ishzohn 

.l'..rd: two lists. 
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Report on the Situation of the Jewish refugees from Rhodes who 
arrived in Marmaris. 

Out of 55 refugees from Rhodes who arrived in f•iarlliaris, 
12 are in Izmir, 4 in Istanbul, 2 in Cyprus,. 5 on the island of 
c3imi, l in J!'ethiye, 14 on the island of Cazos and l'( are still in 
N.armaris. 

12 refugees in Izmir: 

TURIJ!:L Mathilde 
" Boas 
" l!.lio 

~~ AMATO l!:lise 
n Maurice 

6) "daught. Lucie 
7) n Lina 

8) CALVO David 
9) wife Rachel 
10) daught. iliiathilde 

ll) TARIKA Nissim (wi-

36 yrs. old 
ll " " 

7 n n 

28 
9 
7 
4 

60 
60 
55 

n 
n 
n 

" 
n 

n 

" 

" 
" n 

" 
n 

" n 

(These 3 persons are T~rkish 
subjects. The husband, Daniel 
Turiel, being an Italian subject 
is in ii,armaris). 

(These 4 persons are Turkish 
· subjects. The husband; Isaac 

Amato being an Italian subject is 
in f•iarmaris) 

(all 3 are Tu~fish subjects) 

dow) 38 " 
12) 

" (both Turkish subjects) 
son Sami 

4 refugees in Istanbul: 

;~ SORIANO Victoria 
son Elio 

3) daught. Rita 

4) GALIMIDI Abram 

2 refugees in C;lprus: 

l) TAJUKA Haim 
2) wife Arne lie 

16 " 

34 " 12 " 
4 " 

39 
30 

n 

" 

" 

n 
n 
n 

" n 

2 refugees in the island of Simi: 

~~ 
ALHADEFF Jacques 38 n n 

wife Bat ami 37 " " son Isaac 9 n n 

4) MAYO Jacob (see page 2). 

(These 3 persons are Turkish subjects. 
The husband, haurice Soriano, 
being an Italian subject, is in 
Iviarmaris). 

(Turkish subject. His wife and 
daughter !have arrived in Istanbul 
a long tfme ago).' 

(Both Italian subjects. Sent to 
Cyppus on the 2.1.1945). 

(All 3 are Italian subjects. Sent 
to Simi on the b.l.l945) 

.; .. 

IJWEISICVI!l 1011111 DI2.1.1Sll3fui0Vl COW~·~l!lEE 

-. ·I,.~;,-::-~·- :- ~--. ___ ._-
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4) MAYO Jacob-
5) wife iV,ari 

60 yrs. old (lloth Italian subjects, sent to 
oimi on the 25.1.1945) 

1) refugee in Fethiye: 

1) MAIRI (Miriam) (Turkish subject; staying with 
her sister established in .it'ethiye 
(Makki). Miriam is the mother­
in-law of Abner Sadis, who was 
sent to the island of Cazos 
with his wife). 

14 refugees on the island of Cazos: 

1) LEON Rosa 24 yrs. old (Italian subjects. Sent to Cazos 
on the 11.2.1945) 

2) SADIS Abner n " n n n n-

3) wife ~sther 

4) BALZANO -- " n n n " 
5) wife Vida "' 
6) child 

7) ZELANIKLI Zimbul 40 " " " n n " n n 

8) HUNYO (All four Italian subjects. The 
9) wife Rebecca hushand is Christian, the wife 
10) child and the children are Jewish. 
ll) " Sent to Cazos on the 11.2.1945). 

12) FRANCO (All three Italian subjects. Sent 
13) wife Esther to Cazos on the 11.2.1945) 
14) child 

The above 14 persons were very needy and had no relatives or friends 
in Izmir. Having no material help and no protection, they were sent 
to Cazos. 

17 refugees in Marmaris: 

1) SCHIANO l!:li 75 yrs. old (Italian subject) 
2) wife Rosa 65 n n " n 

3) SORIANo Maurice 40 n " " " 

~~ AMATO Albert 40 n n " II 

wife Renata 35 " II " " 
~~ daught. Lina 9 n n n " 

mother Rachel (Turkish subject) 

~~ MENASCHE Benzion 60 " n (Italian subject) 
wife Cad en 50 " n '! n 

10) TURIEL Daniel 46 n n n " 
./ .. 

Vi-~!~IS!C'If!ll 10flt11 DJ2J.!)!Bn!lm1 CONhliHEE 
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:).1) AMATO Isaac 39 yrs. old (Italian subject) 

12) ALH.ADI!.F Josef 40 " " n " 13) wife Sara 38 
... 

" " n 

14~ Hunyo (All four are Italian subjects. 
15 wife Bouli 30 II n The husband is Chistian, the 
16~ son wife and children are Jewish. 
17 daughter The wife will have another 

baby shortly). 

The above 17 persons were living in good material conditions in 
tlliodes and could remain in Marmaris owing to the intervention of 
their friends in Turkey, whom they asked to obtain for them the 
authcrization to remain here temporarily. While the resp. formalities 
are being carried on, - these 17 persons have be.en authorized to 
stay in i .. armaris. When the formalities will be condluded -favourabley, 
they wiil be able to trav~l to Istanbul or Izmir where they have 
relatives. The 17 persons expressed their desire mobtain certifi­
cates of immigration for Palestine. It seems however that t·hey 
applied for those in their anxiety (in case the reaThmt of negotiations 
should turn out to be negative) of being sent on to an island. The 
c~ificate would therefore be for them only a means of escaping 
internment on a desert island. They settling in Palestine would 
only be temporary, as they qll wish to return to Rhodes, as soon as 
this will bepossible. 

Istanbul, 22.2;1945 

lf~IEI$1CVIA 101111! Dl2lfSIBnliOV1 COI-'JitJIHEE 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED !DTATES OF AMERICA 

... 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Istanbul, !.iarch 23, 1945 

Dear •Jeneral O'Dwyer: 

'l'here are enclosed hel'evtith statistical dpta 
reflectinc; the movement of refugees through Tu'rkey 
en route to Palestine for the m':>nths of January and 
l''ebruary 1945. You will note that the 626 persons 
who arrived in lctanbul in two groups on Janyary 5 
and departed on January 7, 1945, are the Stara Zagora 
detainees referred to in our tele5rams to you of 
January 6, 8 and 9, Only local immie::;rants left Istanbul 
for Palestine during the month of February, There was 
no movement of imr~i,srants from Turkey during the first 
half of March. 

'l'he various relief organizations in Istanbul, which 
have in the past furnished reports and data to the 
Istanbul Office for transmission to the Washin,;ton Office 
of the 'liar Refu,see Board, have been advised that the 
Board will wish to continue to receive this material, 
and that with the closing of the Board's office in 
Istanbul the Ambassador has kindly accorded to them the 
privilege of forwarding it through the l!.'rnbassy by 
diplomatic pouch. 

;According to our records, the Istanbul Committee of 
the Vaad Hahatzalah Emergency Committee of New York and 
the rnternational Rescue and Relief Committee have not as 
yet accounted for the expenditure of all funds received by 
them under Treasury license, which license provides that 
no expenditures shall be made therefrom without the consel}t 
of the k•1bassador and/or a representative of the War Refugee 
Board. They have been asked to furnish current accounts 
at an early date, 

Very t1'uly yours, 

&!~ "Di?~~~ 
Virginia D. 

Brig, Gen. William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washi~gton, D. C • 

. Encl: Statistical data 
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-- -1- Istanbul, 16, 3, 45 

Immi.JPE•nts "'hCJ lsft for Palestine hfltween ,Tan. lst and Jan, 31st '45 

N.B.: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

--------------

Adults ,,,,, ..........• 6 Total No 
Youths (B iii) , ...... 68 , .............................. 74- Loc:Jl 

Adults ............... 16 
Youths (Biii) 
Children. with parents .. 5 

Adults ............ .. 
Youths (B iii) 
Children v;ith p8rents 

Adl•lts ••...••....•• 
Ynuths (B iii) ..... 
Children v:i ti~ lY'Pent s 

f.idnlts •............ 
Y0·,ths (B iii) ..... 
ChiJJren with parents 

16 
12 

211 
90 
29 

185 
39 
2G 

•......• 21 a) 

•••..•••• 28 b) 

•.•.•••• 330 c) 

250 d) 

'l'otal No. of all imr~i 6rant s: 

----------------------

629 

703 

i~lt:r'l. 

Total No 
- l~o1•ei6n 

imm. 

1'i.;ure s marked (a) to (d) compose group of 629 which ar1"i ved 
f'rom HomBnia 'c Bulgaria viz: 

Bulgarians who joined croup of 601 fl', Romania 21 pers. 

Hungarian refuuees among II II 
28 

Romanians II II II 330 

Polish refuc.ees II II II 250 ---------
Total No. of groi1p;' ••.•.•••••• , , , • b='2=9=='=' === 

;f) see specification page 2. 

.~. 
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,:~,:~7 ~~ _,..,s.-::r~s 
2IJ0 O!l !J • l. ·~ 5 • ) 

!! 5.1. :~[). ) 

2 (1-oles)''l4.l.{b5 
l chil0 b0~n here 

i~dHlts •.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
·:::.ilcip,~.:-: Y'i t-~-

1
,· l'on~ S , • , ••••• 

"Youths ( :3 Li); 
·rPansnl ;~t r.i_an 
Othr,rs; 

t>p-,,;,cc,ns; 90 
- " 51 

('-:!eld ur,· in 811~;:;aria f'r.):J 
=~ov. lf,th ''14 to 2"P.n, 4th, r 45) 

3 " l. 2. 45 

629 

428 PBPS0~1S 
60 " 

141 ____ _ 

629 persons 
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Istanhul, 16 .3o45. 
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YoJ;~thE"~ ( ~) ij j_) •••••••••••• 28 35 -



March as, 194.5 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

The folloWiag IIIIISI8&'8 for JOU 1rom larold Trobe wa'3 re­
ceived ~hrough tbe UDited States Jlabuq in Lisbon under date 
of March ~. 1945: · ' 

IIJ'IIliu Baettner. Jetish Retope Colllld.ttee Goteborg. 
advises lSO 'l'urldeh Jews u-Berpn-Belsen Thereelen­
stadt eailed a.1JMrc1 DBO'l'TBIIGlllDI for Liverpool for 
repatriat1011 'l'urlrey. · Have asked LoDdon obtain all 
possible infonat1011 conce~ this group and tbeir 

-destlnation stace poaeible· it identical with groQp 
lSS Sephard1os deported from Athens and SaloDique to 
:Bergen-Belsen in April 1944. Will keep 1011 advised.• 

Veey trul;y ;yours, 

. d) wlorenae :Hodeli' 
\lSigne 

J'lorence Hodel . 
As•lsuat illeeuUve Director 

Mr. II~ A. Mlavltt. Seoret~~ry. 
Amer1can JeWish Joint Dlatributlon Committee, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
llew York 16, Hew Y0rk. 

. I 
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Se:cre:~ary of State: 

Washington 
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PLAIN 

Lisbc-;'n 

Date:d March 23, 19-4,5 

Re:c 1 0 11:15 p.m. 

[. 

WRB 365 JIJC 201 FOR LEAVITT FRO!>! HAROLD TROBE. 

Julius Hue:ttne:r, Je:wrsh Re:fuge:e: Committe:e: 

( "' Gote:borg, ac'visEs 150 Turkish J.Ews EX-BErge:n-Be:lsEn 
. / 
The:re:sie:nstadt sllile:c. aboard lJROTTNil\IGHOLhi for LivErpool 

/ .,/ 

for re:pRtriation Turke:y. Have: aske:d London obtain 

all possiblE information conce:rning this group and 

the:ir dEstination since: possible: it ide:ntical with 
~ ~ v 

group 155 Se:phardics de:porte:d from Athe:ns and Salonique: 

to Be:rge:n-Be:lse:n in April 1944. Will kEEp you advise:d. 

CROCKER 
LMS 

,,J. 
··;·, 

-H 
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llarCh 14, 1945 

Dear Mr. Leavitti 

'l'be fol1ow1Dg meeeage for JOU frOII Harold 'frobe ae 
received tmo\l&h the United StateS illllaee7 ln Llebon Ullder 
date of llarcb 12, 19~5: 

lliish advise Sa:I.J MaJer paid acccu.nt Oeorp Ueberal.l··~ 
350.000 swtee fl'IIDca accowt SS 'lOBOS paaeages Jek-
1Dg total paid from apeclal fund 1.5}.8.500 S.lss 
fl'IIDCS• 11 

Vert trulJJOUI'B, 

l'lorence Hodel 
Aae1s\ant lhecut1ve Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, SecretaJ7, 
American Jewi.eh Jolnt D1etri.bu.t1on Committee, 
1t10 JWU.eon Avenue, 
lew York 16, New York· 

v 
~BBH: 'J/14/45 

.~. 
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Lisbon 

Dated March 12, 1945 

Rec•d 7:28 a.m., 13th 

Secretary of State 

CONlRDL COPY Washington 

~ 

535, Twelfth 
~ i 

WRB 353 JDC 196 FOR LEAVITT FROM HAROLD THOBE 

" J ' Wish advise Saly Mayor paid account George Ueberall 
I 

350 0 000 Swiss francs account 88 TOROS passages making 

total paid from special fund 1.518.500 S•iss francs. 

CROCKER 

WFS 
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secretary of State, 

Washington. CONTRQL COPY 
130, January 25, 4 p.m. 

v 
FROM KATZKI TO PERLE VU.R REFUGEE BOJ,RD. 

Ankara's No. ¥~ 
/ 

The following statistics, one year after the 

creation of the War Refugee Board, relating to rescue 

and emigration activities from the Balkans via 

Turkey to Palestine for the calendar year 1944, will 

e of interest to the board. The total number of 

arsons who passed in transit throu~h Turkey proceeding 

o Palestine excluding 282 people· from Holland ex-

for Ger~n nationals in July is 6527 (repeat 

Of this number 1392 came from Bulgaria, 163 

from Hungary, 4433 from Rumania and 539 from Greece. 

It should be noted, however, that ·persons included 

under Rumania comprise not only Rumanian nationals 

but a large proportion of Polish, w+.~.vakian, RutfieYfian--' , .. ,,, ,., '.' ' 

• :> · ,- a~d "~uil'tu~ia'Pt 
' ~.· i. ~ . 

. . ,:;~~·/~i;:l~kid~~~~'' 
'"S~ ~ti'~~~MJ~fi~;:; 't:it-72 
~·i.:H:;~£~. nh~~ s 1972 



-2- #130, January 25, 4 p,m.,. from Jm~ara 

and Hungarian refugees who succeede.d in escap1ng·.to 

Rumania •. 

The total ~f 6527 includes 1737 children and 

youths up to the age of 18 years. ApproXimately 

1~000 were orphans repatriated from Transnistria 

bn additional 327 accompanied their parents and the 

balance comprises: children emigrating without parents·. 

All the refugees from Greece escaped by"sea. 

10 groups arrived by sea_from Constanza using vessels 

of Bulgarian registry 5 times ~nd Turk vessels 5 

times. An 11th greup from constanza was lost viith 

the sinking of the MEFKURA• Other refugees from Bulgaria 

and Rumania arrived by ·railroad-. 

Thus far in January 628 a!lditional persons 

from Rumania (the $tar~Zagora detainees) piwe p~ssed 

through Turkey proceeding to Pales'tine. 

The success of this rescue 'wor-k, as you 

previously have been informed, is attributal:Jle to 

the breaking of the bottle neck into Turkey as a 

result of the efforts of J~mbas-sador Steihardt and 

the V~RB. 



-; 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Istanbul, January 20, 1945 

fersonal ROd a 
'l'hank you f'ol' returning the two newspaper articles 

concerning Bergson's Emergency Committee. 

I share your views regarding the misstatements and 
distortions which appear in these articles, especially 
the Smertenko statement. We, i~ Turkey, the Department 
through the E.'mbassy 1 s dispatches, and the War Ref'ugee Board 
through our own, know the true sta~e of facts. I do hope 
that at the time Smertenko made his statements someone 
took the trouble publicly to set the record straight. I 
think that if we were to attempt it now from Turkey, it 
would be a raking over of' dead coals, since the statement 
was made on AU<!;Ust 8 of last year, and a denial may only 
result in newspaper polemics, before which we WO'l_'d be 
helpless as it mi~ht take another six months before we learn 
of them. The timeliness of a correction perhaps has long 
passed, and we can only hope that it was done while the 
matter was still fresh in the minds of the readers of the 
J{ew York Post. I know that certain of the people of the 
War Refu6ee Board are close to the JJew York Post editorial 
staff, and it may well be that the correct information, 
formally or informally, has already been m!lde available. 

If you disa . ._;ree with my point of view, then I think 
the procedure would be for me to send something to Pohle 
for release through War Refugee Board channels, so that it 
might be in keeping with the lines of the Boord in its 
relations with Bergson's Committee, and so that the Board 
will be in a position to take up wl1atever back-lash there 
mi.;;ht be. I woUld appreciate your advising me. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert Katzki 

Honorable Laurence A. Steinhardt 
Ambassador to Turkey 
American Embassy 
Ankara 

EK:VH 
DECLASSIFIED 

stnte Dept. ictter, 1:11-72 _ 1972. 
SEI' 1 J I Bv T{. H. Pnrks Date __ ___ 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Personal and 3 AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Ankara, January 17, 1945. 

Dear Herbert: 

Thank you for your letter of January 16. In 
accordance with your request I am returning herewith 
the two articles enclosed with your letter, 

/ / 
Of course, t~ statement of Smertenko that Turkey 

shelters 50,000 Jewish refugees and has requested the 
United ::ltates and Great Britain to evacuate,these 
people now in Turkish camps so that it ··can admlt more 
victims of Nazi aggression is completely anp wholly 
false. So far as I am;aware, all of the Jewish 
refugees who entered Turkey have promptly been moved 
on to Palestine with the exception of those who, by 
their own preference, have wished to remain in Turkey 
and have succeeded in doing so -- and enjoying complete 
liberty. Nor, so far as I am aware, have there ever 
been any Turkish camps for Jewish refugees, Quite the 
contrary. The Turkish goverrunent has at all times 
declined to establish such camps and has met the issue 
by providing transportation to Palestine. 

I do not think that an inaccurate statement of 
this kind should be allowed to stand unchallenged. You 
may wish, therefore, to prepare a telegram to the War 
Refugee Board suggesting that it give adequate publicity 
to a denial of Smertenko's statements ·and to caution the 
general public not to lend credence to statements by . 
individuals who either do not know what they are talking 
about, do not take the trouble to ascertain the facts 
or ~ distort the facts. 

I 
Mr. Herbert Katzki, 

War Refugee Board, 
Istanbul, 

I also 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R, H. Pai·ks Date SEP 15 1972 
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I also suggest that you may wish to write a 
letter to the New York Post, either for publication, 
or a strictly confidential letter, with the request 
that the Post publish a denial in whatever form it 
thinks most desirable. Such a letter might also 
briefly review the cooperative attitude of the Turkish 
Government in connection with the movement of the 
Jewis~ refugees in transit to Palestine. In point of 
fact, Smertenko 1 s statement would seem to afford you 
an opportunity, if you care to seize it, of a review 
in the New York Poet of the accomplishments here -­
together with some of the problems we have had to face. 
The !lew York Post has shown more interest in the 
refugee problem than any of the other New York daily 
newspapers and it seems the appropriate vehicle for 
such a letter. As to the article in the Washington 
Post, I am sorry to see this newspaper;backing away 
in this article from its exposure of Bergson. 

Vlith kind personal regards, 



FROll: 
,/ 

i\::lortcan .S:Jl1nssy 1 An}~e.ra 
..... :' 

1'0: St:cretE! ... j' or st~.te' ~~~Gshington 

DATED: Jan'.l.ary 18~ 1945 (t1ec td Llun'=' 19 
)\ 

lilJMHrm: 97 

a F CONTROL COPY 
·.rhe t. .. rrJ):J~5a(.or trnasr:U.ts the follo1·;ing personal m.essage for M:rw John 

Pehle of the 'flor rr'ef"ugee EourGo 

Your thougl·1tful ;-. .,legrams and pPrtict.llarly the generous sentiments 

to which yo•.t h~ove gi'ren e}cpresGion <>re V6Y'j much appreciated by me. It 

is 11\\' desire also to recor•d tl"Je unfailing cooperation which I ho.vo 

received at all tic-'"" i'ron1 you personally, as well as from the War Refugee 

Board repres<~ntatives. 

\ 

DC/L:MI\S:IABI 1-20-45 

/ 
ST~:IUH!\RDT 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1~11~72 

By R. H. Parks Date...s.E£J 5 1972 
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I / 

·:rna f.ollot-r~ng :pareonall:V fo:r Arubaseador rrcm Pet\le is 

\•!RE 136. 

I am happy to r1ota your cucofHII'Itul per~:onal 1ntervll!n-

tion with tne turkish Government ~d.t!l ref'pect to_ tne tJ•ans­

polrtation of tlla 626 e'inte:rants from Rumania ~:ho a \'e no'i 1n 

l'ales tine. 

I '''lllnt to take this O}iportun1 ty to extent! to .tou m~r 

personal tnan%~ for all that you t.a.ve done for tne ~~·ar 

Ret'ug'\!0 8oaru. in Tl!rl~ey . .;;.nd I "J1eh yo\\ luok and. rucuess .~n 

your new assignment. 

i·JFUH l>HW: r,G 
l/15/45 

GREW 
(.Act:l.ng) 
lnT';•t•' 
" ........ _.,,1 

NE 

DECLMisiFIED · 
. State ~ept, Letter, 1·11-72 l 

5 1972 
By R.ILPnrks Data 'SEP ' 



Pl!dWONAL TO AABASSAOOR STEINHARDT 1 ANF.ARA, FROid J. lf. PEHLE, if liB. 
REFIDRB BOARD. 

I aa hapP7 to note f01U' 8UCICit88ful personal. intBl'VIIIntion 

wi,th the ·turldah 0o'V1mllll8nt w:lt.h respect to tile t.renapcrtatioA 

of the 626 emigrants fl"ooll llwllaD1a who Bl'e now 1D Ptilestine. 

I want to take this opportunitY to extend to you my personal 

tllfUika tor aU that you bave dona tor the War Retllgee Board 1n 

Turkey and I wish you lualt and suooeaa Ql your new assig.rullOnt •. 

TI!IS IS ViRB MiKARA CABLE NO. 136. 

4:45 p.m. 
January 13, 1945 

Mi.ss Chauncey (for tho Sec ty) Acker7palln, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, 
Gaston, Hodel., Marks, MCCormack, Pehle, Files 

t#- ~.wUt~ 
FH•M l/J:J/45 " 
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10 CONTROl. COPY 
The Chief 5soJ-c~ery ~nformed ;ne, during a disouss1on 

./ 
of irnrnir.;ratl.on )ol:,c.y, th&t c•)nd1t1ons no,,• a.poeal' easier than 

~~ 

they we:re same \'ieekG ego ''hen :flood of lllega.l immigrants 

w<>.s antici;:>2.ted. "l'J1e Chief Sec.ret~:ry stated that t!-,e Government 

of lur·kP;I ho.cl bec!l informer! or '.-:ithd~'!Hio.l of' blanket permission 

for Jews escaplng f1·c:e 3c:.D::anr, into 'i'ur·key to enter Palestine 

and now Pdmission will be &ranted only to those comin5 within 

tb: a.llotted q_uotae;. 'l'l';er·efor-e, Tur-Jtey 1·!111 need entry certificates 

prior to issuing t~onait visas he stated thus controlling at 

the source the imm:i.gratl.an, 

Hecentl,y some Hi~~ hu.n<J.l•ed in excess of the quota t4ere 

stopped at frontier o:i' Bu1gH:('1.a, ho,~eve:r a:i.'l'angements t1ere mac·e 

~;hex-eby they l'!Ould be char•ged ~o October when only a very 
to 

IHneJ.l number ca:r:e for entl'IHJoe. l<'tlr.ther/ .th!.' auota t1•ouble -d...... 
. a......~"" t 

tLey are said to have hnd dH:t'iculty with the Soviet ~ 

\V..·~~ ~umania and !lOme wer·e children born in Tr.ansnistrf_a to whose 

em1grat.lon t·1as objeatNl to by Soviet au'Ghorities. b,inally 

. all atrticultien were solved and today they are d~e in Palestine. 

PINKERTON 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept .. Letter, 1·11·711 l 1,) \97'2. 
By R. H. Parks ,Pate...s.ll.. 

Note a · (*} Appal'ent orn1Bs1on col•r-ection to follow.· 

._ .. : 

.~ 
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J ant\A.ry 11, 1£45 

10 CONTROL .COPY 
In the second pAra.graph, line five, of ·the above messase 

delete autho('~~') umanin 11 Rnd. insert 11 authorities a~ they orii;;1nated 

in Rumania 11 • 'Ihe line sc;ould ti;en reac1. 11 Hi th t11e ;.)oviet authorities 

as they oric;ina ted in Ruumnia and some 11ere childrefi'11 etc. 

l'INKERTON 

DC/L l El4;3 

l-24-45 

DECLASSIFIED 
/iltnte Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 !) 1972 
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FROJI! KATZKI TO PLELE WRB ANKARA 1S ~£.),- ~ ---. 

The two contingents of er.tigr·ants f;(;ID:~uma1-v;a i 

l 
I 

(REEEBS 31 January 6 and 
! 

38 January 8 Ankara' B l~s. 

~ and 3) comprising 626 persons, corrected count, 
'e 

~ " 1 /-who had been detained at Starazagora, departed fron1 
>,- I 

,_ ·.istanbul for Palestine as one group on January 7. 
~ •-- I 

1 ~ ~ :.'the Turkish authorities provided a special train 

I 
;-; 0 ~ 1or this purpose in accordance with Ambassador 
~+l_o-

teinhardt's general agreement with the Turkish 
:....----

Foreign Office regarding railroa,d facilities, 'iihich 

has now been terminated by the Turks as a result of 

the withdrawal of British approvaJ.. 

It should be noted that the special train was 

made available by -the Turk Government at Ambassador 

Steinhardt's personal request despite the railroads 

difficult seasonal transportation problems .•. - ·:.', 
, •• •1 

; 

STEINHARDT 

JMS :, · DECrCASSIFmn • 
State Dept, Lefter, 1-11-?ll 

(i.'~ 
I 

By R. H. Parks Date SfP 1 5 1972 -
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SEcrEtary of StatE 

Washington 

CONTROL cop'y 
38, January B, 1- p,m, 
J( 

FROM KATZKI TO PERLE 't.'RB, ,;NK'l.RitS-.NO. 3 
X 

ThE SEcond and final contigEnt of Starazagora 

dEtainEEs (REENJBS 2438, DEcEmbEr 30 Ankara 1 s 207 

and 31 January 6 No; 2) numbEring 259 pErsons 

procEEding to PalEstinE from Rumania arrivEd in 

Istanbul by railroad on January 6, For your inform-
( 

ation, thE group comprisEd mainly Polish nationals 

who succEEdEd in Escaping to Rumania and who had bEEn 

in tho.t country for somE timE·, ThE Etnig;rzants. 

WErE admittEd to TurkEy in transit as a rEsult of 

1\.mbas sad or StEinhardt 'll _ _llrompt in t e;_ryEn_t.io_U__Yl_ith_ 

thE Brit ish Ambassador in Ankara, undEr thE 

circumstancEs and condition·s prEviously rEportEd, 

AftEr thE complicatEd tEchnical formalitiEs, 

and thE nEcEssary PalEstinE Entry and othEr transit 

visas have: bEEn sEcurEd, -thE- Etni-gran-ts will procEEd-. 

to PalEstinE by railroad-. :i't ':l!s)plannEd that thEy 
.·I"J:··-- - . 

dEpart during thE WEEk of January 7·/(~ .. ','}J. .. 

DECLASSIFIED ': t-:·.:: ~~f-:\_ .. _o_:·~·'f!·. :~': _., ~·'/ 
JM State Dept. Lettc<, l-11-71\ .•. )1·.9·•:.;f:i}i~~i/3.;~·IlJ!)ARDT ~l='P·-1.5 < lf'-'lt)~'·>:~f~t. IJ·· • 

By R. H. Padm Date~ ': ··j{<·"if.''lf:{) (.r. . 

-~-
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(I) 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Personal 
and i a 

Dear Herbert: 

Ankara, January 6, 1945. 

In reply to your personal letter of January 5, 
I have sent both telegrams as drafted in as much as 
I see no good reason for eliminating the last 1 
paragraph in the longer telegram concerning refugees. 
The paragraph in question states the facts fo~ which 
neither the War Refugee Board, nor you, nor the 
Embassy is responsible and over which we have no 
control. Accordingly, I could see no reason for your 
not putting on the record that of which the War 
Refugee Board already has presumptive knowledge even 
thoughthe individuals in Washington dealing with 
this movement may not have drawn r~listic conclusions 
from the announcement of the new British policy with 
respect to immigration into Palestine from the 
B(lkans. Another way of putting it is that the War 
Refugee Board has been info.rmed of the British quota 
restrictions and presumably has understood that t~s 
will limit the movement of Jewish refugees to Palestine 
,ia Turkey to the amourit of the quotas fixed by the 
British government. 

In so far as concerns the policy of the War 
Refugee Board, it will have to decide whether it 
chooses to approach the British government on the 
subject or to accept the quotas fixed by it. Under 
these circumstances, it seemed to me preferable that 
the last paragraph should remain in the telegram so 
that the War·Refugee Board has it squarely put up to 
it whether it wishes to take any action in approaching 
the British government or feels that its functions 

I 
Mr. Herbert Katzki, 

War Refugee Board, 
Istanbul. 

DECLM<SIFmO 
State Dept, Letter, 1-11-79 

By R. H. Parlts Date S E P 18 --

are 
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are limited to ~escue operations and not to inter­
vening 1nto1the Palestine immigration question on 
behalf of Jewisn.refugees, whose lives are no 
longer in danger. 

It is my impression-- which I uelieve you· 
share -- based on one or two telegrams from the War 
Refugee Board some time back that it has already 
taken the position that its activities are confined 
to rescuing Jewish refugees whose lives are in 
danger and not to intervening into the controversial 
field of Jewish immigration into Palestine, if for 
no other reason than that to do so would be to 
place an American government age~cy in the position 
of differing with the British white paper policy 
on Palestine. 

It is my own opinion, which I give you for what 
it may be worth, that if and when the British white 
paper policy is to be challenged, such action should 
be taken on the highest level and frankly and openly 
discussed between the American and British govern­
ments rather than that it should be raised by an 
agency of the American government constituted for 
rescue purposes indirectly as a result of a minor 
issue. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely your~ ~ / 

L=--~ 

-~-

-----~ ~1" 
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.... 
FROJ;; KtTZKI TO PERLE ''!RB Ai'TKl'.R '' 12 y 

Authorization for admission into TurkEY in transit 
/ 

having bEEn grantEd by thE Turk ForEign OfficE 360 pErsons 

including childrEn rEpatriatEd from Transnistria, rEfUgEES 

from B;ungary, Slovakia and Poland who had succEEdEd in 

Escaping to Rumania and Rumanian nationals all procEEding 

to PalEstinE arrivEd in Istanbul by railroac on January 5, 

This group is thE first contingEnt of thE Emigrants who 

had bEEn dEtainEd at starazagora and Svilingrad Bulgaria 

(sEE Embassy's 2402, DEcEmbEr 22 Ankara's 205 and 2438 

DEcEmbEr 30 Ankara's 207) and has now bEEn admittEd to 

TurkEY in thE smr.E m?nnEr as EarliEr immigrants undEr thE 

gEnEral agrEEmEnt prior to its tErmination-oy thE--British 

Embassy. This was accompli:;~ll.Ed a:s a,,rJ1sy.,1t of Ambassador 
I StEinhardt 1 s insistEncE with_tp~;_~ritish _Ambassador that 

in viEW of all of thE 

dEtainEES rECEiVE thE 

circum~t~~'A,(sL'fJ'M ,r;;f thE 
_ ·:r(:rL\t:o 

bEnEfit of thE agrEEmEnt 

DECLASSIFIED 
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starazagora 

EVEn .though 

tErminatEd 



• 

.~ 

I ''( 

-2- 3~, January 6, 3 p.m. from Ankara 

te:rminate:d be:fore: the:ir arrival at thE Turk frontiEr, ThE 

rEmaining dEtainEES arE e:xpe:cte:d to arrive: in Istanbul fl'Om 

stalingrad within the: ne:xt fe:w days. AftEr thE nEcEssary 
I . 
PalEstinE e:ntry visas and transit visa rEissuEd in 

Istanbul all of thE Emigrants will dEpart by railroad for 

PalEstine:. 

For ;your information, according to re:porta rEcEiVEd in 

Istanbul Emigr8nts from Bulgaria must now sEcUrE pErmission 
I 

to lEaVE Bulgaria from thE AlliEd Control Commission in 

Sofia. 

In my opinion, undEr Existing conditions thE con:tr~l 

which the: British are: now e:xErcis.ing ovtr imrnigration to 

PalEstinE (sEE Embassy's 2376, 2402, 243B.Ankara 1 s 205, 

205A, 207) Will re:sult in thE suspEn!lion "of clargE group 

Emigration ·from Rumania and Bulgaria through Istanbul such 
. . 

as has bEe:n taking place: undEr the: simpl~fiEd procEd)lrt of 

tlie: gEnEral agrEEmEnt. Future: e:migra'tioh,· Ibe:lie:vE, will 

takE plac~; in rEgularizE<'\, normalmanrie:v:on·th~ b~sis of . . 

PalEstinE Entry cErtificatEs· issue:d in advaljcE: in Buchare:st_ 

or Sofia .and groups will bE 6rgani~Ed in the: _futurE onf.y ·:for 

conve: niEnce: in prti paring t£ clirtiilal dFta:l.ls;~ajd ;rfi:ci;.i:ilv~i.ihg~~ 

(\ 

HoWEVEr, this. doEs notprEcliid~ rESCUE_.·o~Elfations f~orri oth~r; 
- ·· are:as which-might bE ihiti~.E~i,_r:rcom~~~n'~-~a~or ~ulgada, · _-·.· 

,,. ' -'. ;:. ~ ·~(. - ' 

~rr~;r'ililiARDT 

--i 

I 



........... 

.I 

Tta; f'ollotdng I!le~:. ':L~ !'or yon frcm Hobert ?ilpel 
'i.-hE.. r,.:_cci-ver"l tl"lro....gh 1,-; e .:.~ruerica.n Le;;htion in Li::;bon 
. .mde1' date of January 5, 19/.5, 

"JDC L4.7, .Toije~:h Goldin Beyoglu biv~_ses 
f,o1lowilt;; im'"'·"''ults tranRited •rurKey to 
Pnlestiue October· from Hum~o.nia 711., ~rom !ltm­
.;ary J, from Rulg&riu 72; November: from Rumania 
81, from Bulco.ric:. 4J~,t I:c~ce:nbe:c: froDl Rume.nia 106, 
from Bulgariv. 198; dtogethtJr :U.05 inc1w1ing 566 
1!•-nGr~riw'. :·~~fuc-:.-es, l.·~~ P-Jlish r·~f-.~gaes, J8J 
1Tansnistrian o!ph~ns." 

Vecy truly yours, 

J ,,, 1'ehle 
\Signed·) '''' 

J. W. Peh1e 
;;·xecutive Director 

Mr. Pi.. A. Let~vitt, Secrctc..r·.r, 
AP.1ericro1 Jewish Joint llistrib<.>tion 

Colllluittee, 
2.70 liktlison Avenue, 
New York 16, Nen York • 

tzS 
RDrury 1/S/45 
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PLAIN 
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Lisbon 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

DatEd January ?1 19~5 

REc'd 8:50 a.a. 6th. 

y. I "-:i 

JosEph Goldin BEyoglu advisEs following im,1i~;J-'ants 

transitEd TurkEY to PaltstinE OctobEr from Ronnnin 714 from 

Hungary 3 from Bulgaria 72 NovEmbEr from Romania 81 from 

Bulc;aria 431 DECEmbEr from Romania 906 from Bulgaria 
I 

199 nltogEthEr 2405 including 566 Hungarian rEfugEEs 140 
I / 

Polish rEfugE:Es 380 Transistrian orphans. 

NOR\VEB 



1'0: 

01\TED: 

Secretary cf State,1 ~-!8.Sf.:_ington 

:r""'"! "· 
1945 

CONTROL COPY 

,;see your• ::>ecember 29, 1944 

The position delineR.ted ln Y'mr above reference is 
v/ ~ 

thoroughly tmderstood here. Palestine entry certificates and 

'furki~h t~··fll1Bi t vla:o.s nre be inc; authorized for this e;roup of refugees 

as a conse~uence of the intervention of this :::,nbP.ssy 1·•1th Turltish 

and british officials ao that s11.tisfactory disposr->.lof this matter 

has nou be;m achieved. 

13 ';'li:Ii\Rt\HiJ'r 

DC/L:ElW 

l-4-45 
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2438, DEcEmbEr 31, noon. 
y 

FRQt,! K.,',TZ?~I TO PC:HLE WRB 

( 

i;nko.ra 

DatEd DEcEmbEr 31, 1944 

REc 1 d 11:35 p.m. 

J,s o. rEsult of Lmba~so.dor StEinhardt 1 s prompt ancl rE-

pEatEd EnErgEtic intErvEntions with thE British J,mbassador 

in Lnkara, thE lattEr rEquEstEd and sEcurEd authorization 

from thE British ForEign OfficE in London to issuE 

PalEstinE Entry cErtificatEs in Istanbul to thE 630 Emi-

grants procEEding fr-om Rumania to PalEstinE and dEtainEd 

at Stalingrsd Bulgaria (sEE Embassy's 24,02). WE arE.in-

formEd that as a rEsult thE British Embassy has now rE­

• quEstEd Turkish ForEign OfficE to admit thEsE Emigrants 

into TurkEY in transit. 

ThE British Embassy originally had_tak£n thE position 

that its dEcision to tErminatE thE facilitiEs hErEtoforE 

madE availablE by thE Turlm undEi' thE·.gEn'Eral ggrEEmEnt_ 

was final and must stand.. It was as_ a rEsult of Ambassador 
. ~- ',::: !:;:.,:)' .( ·.}) ·_ •, 

StEinhardt's insistEntEncE that E'xq~J?~:~_Rt)!',B.'E madE in · · --;o":'-c"Ydi · >:L • 
' ·,:•- bEhalf 

DECLASSIFIED 
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-2- #2438, D~cEmbEr 31 1. noon, from Ankara 

' bEhalf of thEsE 630 rEfUgEEs who wErE subjEctEd to hard-

ship through no fault of thEir own that thE British 

Ambassador so rEcomm~ndEd_~hE ForEign OfficE in London, 
--------~--------

In Explanation to J,mbassador StEinhardt of his action 

in tErminating thE gEnEral agrEEmEnt without noticE to him 

and without knowlEdgE that thEsE Emigrants wErE En routE 

thE British j,mbassador statEd that his noticE of tErmina-

tion to thE Turkish ForEign OfficE was givEn pursuant to 

spEcific instructions rEcEivEd from London and in thE 

bEliEf that British passport control officErs who would 

bE authorizEd to issuE PalEstinE Entry cErtificatEs had 

alrEady arrivEd in Sofia and BucharEst. ThE complication, 

hE statEd, arosE out of thE non-arrival of thEsE officErs, 

a fact which was not known to him whEn noticE of tErmina-

tion was giVEn (>.<) thE~ British Embassy attributEd its 

failurE to notify J,mbassador StEinhardt or othEr intErEst-

Ed pErsons to a rEgrEttabl~ ovErsight~ 

J,pparmtly thE British Embassy is now making EVE:ry 

Effort to corrEct thE, situation._ ThE _arrival of thE rE­

fugEEs in Istanbul is ExpEctEd shortly nsc~su~n as thE---~ 

complicatEd tEchnic:al dEtails havE-bEEn arrangEd,-. ________________ _ 

A full rEpor.t will bE dispatchEd to you by pouch~ 

ST[:):NHARDT 
"."/) 

VyMB 

(~-~ )' ,ApparEnt.,6rnhis;t~n. 
·.-' - •. _;_I __ : 



/ 

.I \ 

• ..TL..nua.ry 2, l~J~ 5 

,_.e~~- ~-. Le~vitt: 

rrhe followin.; mes~-HAf.~e tor :you from Hobert Pilpel 
•;rr. :: l"'ecei vc.J tn.rough t~~e Aw.ericE-.n Legu -Lion in Lisbon 
Ulhier ,:::_te ~:..-: j.'•ecer.:.her )'J, l9L.: 

t1J'!.;C l.:.J. ?urt.:-cr_:"::~ our li~7 ~.Lx. hund1·eu 
-~-:~taint...c·~· from Stu.<·c- Zc;.gO:J'O ?ulgc:rif. ll9!.., 
::·~irn~ Tur>-_ey c.:.Y<:.iting Jun!.lfry (!UOth 
imn:i::ir:-!t:_on 'Je~··tif;_(!~:tes tY:·ocEr!d P~le~ tine.,11 

V <:ry truly ~ours , 

(Signed) J .w. Pehl& 

J. Yi. Pehle 
Exec'.ltive Director 

:.lr • ..1. l.. Leo.vitt, i;ecretury, 
.f A:aerie.;Jn Jey.·ish lToint l 1istribUtion 

Commi..tt<.e, 
27'J Me.dison Avenue, 
Jlew York 16, New York. 

v 
~s 
RDrury 1/2/45 

I 
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Lis ion 
Dated December 56 1944 .·.' 
Rec'd 6~€>).m.~; 

-
secretary of State, 

COrt:rlmL~OI \'VE'.shington. 

v. 
4323, Thirtieth 

JDC 143 ·.iRB dh FOR LE!.VITT 

~ 1/>-/VJ,--
FROM PILPEL A"_;;-

I v 
Further our 127 sixhundred detainees from Str·.'ra 

..... 
i~::-.goro Bulgaria now Edirne Turkey awui ting January quota 

ir,l,{igra tion certifico. tes proceed Pales tine. 

NOR';'IEB 

;:nu 



c_. ·-, t;_ " t_.[,,_H. j._~.~ }t.{ 

0) 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

' Ankara, December 30, 1944. 

Dear Herbert: 

Supplementing previous correspondence qn the 
subject, I hasten to ipform you that I have just 
been informed by the British Embassy that it has 
received instructions, the purport;of which has 
already been communicated to the Turkish Ministry 
of foreign Affairs, authorizing_yhe entry into 
Palesy.ne of some six hul}dred Jews who are detained at 
the Turkish-Bulgarian frontier. The British Govern­
ment states that while it has requested the Turkish 
Government to act promptly in the matter, it is 
somewhat doubtful_ that the necessary instructions 
will reach the Turkish frontier authorities until 
after the New Year. It may be that you can follow 
the matter up from Istanbul. 

The British pmbassy has also informed me that 
one of the new Passport Officers sent to the Balkans 
left England two days ago for his post at Sofia. It 
is thought that the presence of this officer, author­
ized to issue the necessary visas, in Sofia, will , 
prevent any further blocking of the movement of JevTS 
from the Balkans to Palestine, but on the contrary, 
will enable a rather steady flow within the limita­
tions of the quotas. 

I 
Mr. Herbert Katzki, 

War Refugee Board, 
Istanbul. 
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f/iH-439 Sofia 
This telegram must be 
pap:c.phrascd before being D~<J<\ 
corr.Hunica ted to anyone _.,..-r-
ather thrm a Governmen\..-"" Rec· ·. 
Agency. (WiB?liiiEGWi) -o~ 

. ~ e;'"" 
I"'' 

2,· '""' Secretary of Stette, 'e?~ ~· 
·~·~ ~ 
·S:~ ~ 

)i \'?.~~ s 
51 Decenbor 29, 6 p.m. , 

December 29, 1944 

Washington. 

30th 

TR.Ol C.OPY 
Unfortunately, Jewish ~of ablo to 

proceed beyond Svilengrade (reference my December 23, 

noon) because Turkish authorities unwilling to ac­

copt them without assufance from British of om•mrd 
v' 

passetge and British unable undcl' existing agreement 

with Turks to give such ~.ssurance. No· helpful 

action possible here. Repeated to Caserta as 

No. 38. 

BARNES 

WSB 

\ .. 

..{ 

.~ 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

~ :li:Jp 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Ankara, I'ecember 2G, 1944. 

~:·ear Herbert: 

I have just had a talk vrith the 3ritish Ambassador 
copcerning 1the ,;roup of r4fugees r•.arooned at the 
mur~dsh frontier. He informed me that pending the 
r·eceipt of instructions from London, he has requested 
the Turkish authorities to permit them to remain at 
tbe frontier. 

In so far as c0ncerns thetissuance of '!'urkish 
transit visas to this 6roup, Peterson said that he has 
been exchanging telegrams vrith London on the subject 
and that although he was not as yet in receipt of 
authority to request tte Turodsh authorities to grant 
them tran~it visas, the last telegram received by him 
this morning from London inr'icated that such authority 
might be granter' on con"!ition that no further attempts 
are made to transJ.t groups of refugees through Turkey 
over anr' above th~ quat's fixed by the British govern­
ment for entry J.nto Palestine from the different 
Balkan countries. 

Peterson added that in his talk with the Turkish 
authorities yesterday, they had evidenced considerable 
reluctance to isRue transit visas· to this group on the 
grounds that the number of refugees in recent months 
ha~been far in access of the number provided for under ~he 
"General Agreement" and that it had been their intention 
to restrict the movement at the very time that the 

Mr. Herbert Katzki, 
War Refugee Board, 

Istanbul. 

British 

DECLASSlFillD 
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British had notified them that the General Agreement 
might be regarded as having come tq an end. When I 
suguested that the note from the British Embassy to 
t~e Foreibn Office might well have encouraged the view 
expressed by the Turkish authorities, Peterson said 
that he was reasonably certain that the Turks woc1ld 
grant transit visas for this group if he could get 
the necessary authority from London. The Ambassador 
promise·~ to let me know by telephone as soon as word 
comes from London, and gave me to understand that he 
was reasonably confident that the Turks would not 
send this group back until-he has received his final 
instructions from London. 

In order to avoid a recurrence of the presebt 
situation, I thiru{ you should make it as clear as 
possible to all concerned in Istanbul with the 
refugee movement that the apparent intention of the 
British government is to force compliance with its 
new quotas not only by the means available to the 
British government, but also by whatever measures may 
be necessary to obtain the full cooperation of the 
Turkish government. 

With kind personal regards, 

LAS:lgp 

.~ 



EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Istanbul, December 26, 1944 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

We refer to your telegram Ko. 135 -- Depart­
ment's No. 1173. 

We have made inquiry throu6h several channels 
iry Istanbul and have been unable to fin~c a)Jhaim 
Ocra. Likewise it is not known that the'Independent 
Jewish Press Service of London has any correspondent 
in Istanbul. 

We shall keep your telegram before us in the 
event that it should be possible at some time in the 
future to determine who sent the report in question. 
In the meanwhile we shall have to let the matter drop 
in Istanbul. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

J. W. Pehle, Esquire 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

ln.~ 
I~ 

Herbert· Katzki 
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This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (~SB~R!C~b) 

Dated December 23, 1944 

Rec'd 5:58p.m., 27th ! 
! 
I 

I Secretary of State 

1Vashington , I 
~December 23, noon. 

Have now been informed by Palestine &ffice here 
,/ 

that all refugees detained at Stararzagora and Kazedanlik 

have been cleared by Russian authorities for onward 

passage to Turkey. (Reference your telegram No. 4, 

November 20, 9 p.m. to Caserta). Please informd Depart-

ment for \!Tar Refugee Board. 

Sent to Ankara, repeated to Caserta as No. 32. 

BARJI'ES 

JM 

---- --= 



• 

;· 
f . 

, __ , 

CORRECTION 

CONTROL ·COPY 
MB 

-This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
agency. ~~iiil!i':iHil'l'~lO'f-

January 5, 1945 

In cable from Sofia 32 December 23, noon 

clearance refugees serial number should be 

deleted. It is an unnumb.ered cable. 

DIVISION OF CENTRAL SERVICES 

CSB 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Ankara, December 22, 1944. 

Dear Herbert: 

The British Embassy has accepted full responsibility 
for the unfortunate incident whereby approximate~ 250 
refugees from Bulgaria were turneo/back at the Turkish 
frontier a day or two ago. Mr. Busk of the British 
Embassy has explained that due to pressure of work when 
the telegram was received from London outlining'the new 
procerlure, which suspends the old procedure pending the 
inauguration of new procedure, a note was sent to the 
Foreign Office by him_ under instructions from London, 
without taking into consideration our interest in the 
matter or that we might be seriously embarrassed by 
this action. He gave as a further explanat:J,on the in­
tention of the Br.itish government to send British pass­
port control officers to Sofia and Bucharest i~ediate­
ly for the purpose of issuing the necessary visas, and 
that in so doing he had overlooked the fact that there 
might be some refugees en route between the suspension 
of the issuance of visas in Istanbul and the arrival of 
the British officials in Sofia and Bucharest. 

Mr. Busk has agreed to endeavor to obtain authoriza­
tion today for the admission of.·the approximately 600 
refugees now en route to the Turkish frontier, and will 
let us know later in the day, or at·the latest, tomorrow, 
what he has been able to accomplish in this respect. 

In so far as concerns those who were sent back to 
Bulgaria, they should be instructed to apply to the 
competent British passport control officers in Sofia, 
whose arrival there Mr. Busk anticipates in the immediate 

I 

Mr. Herbert Katzki, 
1/far Refugee Board,_ 

Istanbul. · 

future 

-------------
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- 2 -

future, as London has informed the British Embassy in 
Ankara that these officials were being sent to Sofia 
and Bucharest immediately. 

In view of the explanation and apology made by 
the British Embassy and because they are apparently 
doing everything within their power to correct the 
Pituation (we all slip up occasionally), I see no 
reason for taking any action other than to lend our 
assistance to the British Embassy in correcting this 
situation to the extent that lies within our power. 

Lfl_S:lgp 
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Distribution of truE 
rEading only by spEcial 
arrangEmEnt. ( W) 

DatEd DEcEmbEr 22, 1?44 
l-- -

REc'~ 7:08a.m., 24th. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

2402, DEcEmbEr 22, 
I. I 

FRO:I EATZKI TO 

Russian authorization wcs finally sEcurEd by thE 

Ambnsscdor to EnablE thE 608 rEfugEEs and Emigrants 

Hunsnrians, PolEs an~ Rumanians all procEEding from 

Rumania to PalEstinE who wErE dEtainEd at Stara-Zngora 

and Knzanlik Bul~arin (sEE Embassy's 226, Ankara's 

189 and C:mbassy's 2256,-Antara'sT9r)--to continucthEil' 

voyncE. (Ankara's No, 205) thE first ~roup comprising 

280 pErsons dEpartEd from Stara-Zar;ora immEdiatEly 

u~on rEcEipt of authorization and arrivEd at Karaagac 
i 

on thE Turk frontiEr on DEcEmbEr 21. Istanbul 
./ 

rEprEsEntativEs of thE JEwish agEncy callEd upon thE 

Istanbul British passport control officE during thE 

morning of DEcEmbEr 21 to obtain thE nEcEssm'y documEnts 

in accordancE with thE gEnEral agrEEmEnt bEtwEEn 

" thE AmErican and British EmbassiEs and thE Turk ForEign 

---- __ Q:f'f-ic E---------
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State Dept: Let-ter, I-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date..s££..1 8 1972 

I 

I 



-2- #2402, DEcEmbEr 22, 10 a .IIi •, cfro!ll Ankara • 

OfficE for .thE issuancE of .Turlc.visa.s to all rEfugEEs 

concErning which you havE bEcEn ibforb1Ed in ordEr that 

··thE group might bE pE:i:'mitttd ·by thE Turk authpritiEs • 

to EntEr TurkEy i·n transit. .ThE rEprES EntatiV.ES WErE 

advisEd by thE British passpOrt contro·l officE that 

thE lattEr had bEEn infOrmEd .EarliEr in thE morning. by 

thE British Embassy in Anlca:ra that on thE afi~·Ernoon 

of DEcEmbEr 20 thE British· Embassy had notifiEd' thE 

Turk ForEign OfficE in :vriting that thE gEnEral 

agrEEmEnt rEfErrEd to should bE rEgEt_rdEd as. tErminatEd •. 
v 

This cancEllation was madE without noticE to Ayrascad 

.JEwish 

offi~E-

:Boih·d·~ 

.~ 

. I 



-3- #2402, DEcEmbEr 22, 10 a.m., frorriAnll:ara. 

Bulgaria and ·are: now at Stalingrad t9 which thE rE-

maining 328 dEtainEEs in. the: mEanwhilE had proce:e:de:d 

En-route: to TurkEy and PalEstinE. 

It should bE notEd that thE 608 pEoplE dEpartEd 

from Rumania in good faith on or about NovEmbEr 16 

En routE for PalEstinE in accordancE wi-th an agrEE-

mEnt thEn in fore E which gaVE thEm thE right to ,~x­

pe:ct that thEy would- bE pErmitt-Ed to EntEr PalEstinE 
- -

and that Turkish transi-t facilitiEs would bE accordEd 

thEm. Through no fault of thEir .own thd-r Emigration 

had bE En intErrupt Ed -in Bulgaria and thEy arE now 

s'ubjEct to disadvantagE as .th,E: rEsult of thE cancEl­

lation by thE Br~tish ofari-;igrEr!lle:ni:, \tithout warn­

ing, which cancElbtion is qE::l,ng En:forcE:d·~ttl>oac'tivdy. 
--·-- - c-_-·•,...---· ·--- -- --.--- - ' 

ThE forEgoing 'summariZ,~sthe:;sitGat:i.d!l as of noon 

De:c_e:mb__e:r .22, An\bassado~ stdnhardt EXpEcts to :<lis cuss 
~ ·- ., , - ; . ~ : ,;,~~'_,_-, . - .. -. 

thE situation-with. thE:: British ilm]J~ss~dor iminEd?,at Ely~ 

You will hE Jupt ipfo)?n\Ed of d~~Elop~~l1ts.-



MEMORANDUM 

December 16. 1944. 

RE; CAliLE NO. 2348. DECIDtBER 12. FBOM .ANXARA.. 

' At my BU&!:Setion Mrs. Mannon prepared a dra:ft of a 
press release in which certain changes were subsequently made. 

After careful consideration of the matter and dis­
cussions with Mrs. Mannon, Mr. Ackermann. Miss Hodel and Mr. Marks, 
I concluded that it would be better for the War Refugee Eoard not 
to issue a press release at this time. UBder the circumstances~• 
I felt that it would be better for State Department to make any 
statement that is to be made. 

I discussed the matter with Pehle who agreed with my 
conclusions. Accordingly, I called George Warren at the State 
Department and suggested that State might want to issuev.some sort 
of press statement on the cooperative efforts of the TurkiSh Govern­
ment in refugee matters. Warren was not familiar with the cable 
but said he would read it and consider my suggestion. 



'li\AcvJ:;. 
ff\ ;....-

Dec.~~ 1944 

The cooperation or the Turkish Government in the movement or 

refugees from the Bal.kmis to Palestine was hailed today by John W. 

Pehle, Executive Director of the War Refugee Board, upon receipt 0£ 

a report from Ambassador Laurence A; Steinhardt in Ankara, announcing 

that nearly 1200 refugees from Hungary and the Balkans had been given 

passage through Turkey to Palestine during the last two weeks in . 

November and the first 'ti'Mk ot December. 

"The Government of Turkey has on numerous occasions demonstrated 

concretely its .readiness to cooperate in saving the lives of helpless 

victims or Fascism who must cross ._ Turkish borderSto reach 

Palestine and sai'ety,n r.rr. Pehle declared. 

Lauding Turkish assistance iil rescue aoti vi ties ;'Mr. Pehle. pointed 

out that dUring the past year thousands of refugees have been granted 
. . 

admission at Turkey's European border from 'llhera they were,transported 

to Palestine by rail. He added that despite the extremely limited 

carr,yfng capacity of the Wurkish rail~s, the Turkish authorities 

did ever,ything possible to facilitate the movement or refugees across 

Turkey to Palestine by ma\dng adclitional passenger cars available 

'llhen necessarr. Mr •. Pehle attributed ·the War Refugee Board's success 

in rescuing refugees in the Balkan area to the humanitarian attitude 

of the Turkish Gove~t; llhich had an info~ undel'Stand.trlg with 

Al!lbaspdor Steinhardt and the British authorities that aU refugees 
. - ~ 

granted pei'lllis.,ion to enter 'turkey would be givan ~ge in Palestine• 

MKrnlt 12-1~44 
\ 
' 
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Secretary of State 
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2348, December 12, midnight. 

FOR THE 'vAR F.EFUGEE BOARD FROE THE AMBKSSADOR 

ANKARA NU!-iBER 204. 

Bet;;een November 15 and December 7 approximately 

1200 refugees principally from Bulgaria and Rumania have 

been granted visas and transported by rail by the Turk 

authorities from Istanbul to Palestine. As this large 

unexpected movement has severly taxed the capacity of 

the single track railroad on which only two passenger 

trains are operated i'leekly in eacl1 direction I recommend 

--~·----.that wide and favQrable publicity noi'l be given in the 
! 

QJ ·~ iUnited States to the efforts of the Turk Government to 

~; n f cooperate in the movement of refugees from the Balkans to 

iPalestine. I am all the more anxious that the Turk Govern­

ment should receive credit in the American press at this 

time for its cooperative attitude in connection with the 

rescue of refugees as its desire to be hGlpful is now 

definitely e~tablished. 

JMS 

STEINHARDT 
DECLASSIFffiD 

State Dept. Letler, 1-11-72. 
. . t 'C!J:'D 18 1972. 

By R. H. Parks Dn "~ 

~J 



rescue activi~.:;ies~ 1Sr. ~~hle 

of' 1·ei'ur;ees have c:rosse .... l ~.he I'l8.Cl< Sea 





The ooope:rat:l.on of the Turld.Bh Govez'llllllmt in a recent unexpeoted 

mowlll!ilnt of refugees from 'che JJalknna to Palestine '\'1!\S heJ.led tod!o/ 

by John w. Pohle, Executive Director of the War Refugee Board• upon 

receipt of a report from !lllbasse.dol' IAurEillOG A. Steinhardt in 

Near]¥ 1.200 retugees from llul&ru:ia and R1.mania were given 

visas and raill·oad tz•an:spoz•f:ution by Turldoh. authorities from 

Istanbul to Palestine durin{;; the last two weeks of llo~e1• and 

the first W13ek or D3cewer • .Ambassador steinhard.t stated. He said 

the oopaoit-y of the single traok railroad rm which only two passe~e:r 

trains are operated in eaoh direction wee~ hall been severe]¥ taxe4 

by this unanticipated evaouationa 

"The Government of Turkey he.s shown once n10re that it is willing 

to do He u'l;:mgst to help sF.'ro the 11 vas of those victims of Fascism 

wno llll1llt oroaa. its boz·del'a to re~.oh !';;lestine an!l ea.f'ety," M:r. 

Pehle declared. 

ltl.udin& Turkish aoaistllllO(J in rescue e.otivitios, lh·. Pohle 

pointed out that thoua!WdlJ of re!'U&eos have crossed tho Black Sea 

f'roxn ~to Istanbul d\W!Jig the past year,. thanks ·bo tho 

~k Government•·s \'lill~as to pernrl.t resoue ships in Blaok Sea. 

\'lll.ters. lUI said TUl']Qiy also haB 1.\llowed all refugees to land iJI. 

. Istanbul and suppl1ocl ilhem with :roil1•oad tl"lUlQportation to Palestblll. 

regardle11a of the fao-ts that lllOat or tlw rei'ueees~-Yiere witl\oU:t 



2 

Palestine entry oerlit.fioatea Md were .also without Turkish ent:rauoe 

or transit viaaso 

l·'or sewral weeks prior to reoei~ Ambaaaador Stt~inha:rdt's report 

u,.. Pfihle said the Board had reoeivud cables from Harbert X..tlki• 

ita repreaentatiw in 'rurkwy• indioating that SDall numbers of 

ref'ugees ooming out of lluDan1a and Bulgaria• inoluding Polish refugees. 

had been giwn transportation to the Syrian border In trains made ~:vailable 

by the 'rurldah authorities. 



------ ~ ---~-----

11'13 

~e following tor K~tmk1 
CONTROL COP1 

1S ~IRB 135. 
)I 

Refe'lrenoe your 2287 of December lo 

Information in question was received trCm London 
I 

oorreapond0nt of lnd~pendent Jewish Press 5erv1oe, Jacob 
/ 

Har~~~ndort, 66 WoodJ.e.nds, l.ondon, No \'1. ll, ~1b.o preswnatll.;r 

obtain$d 1t from Istanbul correspondent, Cha1m Oved. 

WJUHMMV:m 
12/14/44 

STE1'TlNIUS 
(GIHI') 

FEE \ ·ty rea.sons t'ne 
For secur~ st 
text of this message mu 
be closelY guarded. 

NE 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parka Dnte...s.E.E-1 fl 1972 
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Heference your 2287 of December l, 

Information in uueation was received from London correspondent 
of Independ,ent Jewish Praa·a Servtae. Jacob Harendorf, 66 ~loodlands, Lon<lon, 
1!, 11. 11. who pre SUIII!tbly obtained 1 t from Istanbul correspondent • Chaim 
OvEld, TmS lS l'IRB ANKARA CAt3m NO, 135. 

~~)X~~iiftiC~lil!'lifi'SF<,J£~li'l-~~ &~:·c~cmaualiC.Wti'IJ<*""mlsattta.w-'Hill'd:c.~~---sh-.::tli''-'f'&O't>ox 

10:30 a.m. 
December 14, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 'Y) Abraluuuson, Ackermann, 
Hodel, Mannon, McCormack, Files 

B.Akda:tllh 12--12oo44 114o/4r "T}7 
Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 



Dear Mr. Pehle: 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Istanbul, December 12, 1944 

· We are enclosing herein statistics of emigration to 
falestine which took place through Istanbul during the 
month of November, 1944, together with figures on emigrat~on 
in transit through Istanbul for the first eleven months of 
1944. 

The following are the high lights: 

1. Of the 512 persons who passed through Istanbul 
during November, 431 came from Bulgaria, and 81 from Rumania. 
All of these people arrived in Istanbul by railroad; 

2. The 431 from Bulgaria included three groups of 
adults and children, pf whom 179 were children travelling 
under the so:.called "childrens' scheme." All other persons 
from Bulgaria arrived in Istanbul individually. The 81 
persons from Rumania were made up of two organized groups 
of adults and children: 

3. The emigrants, during the month of November, com­
prised 403 Bulgarians, 28 Hungarians {of whom 25 came from 
the Bor mines in Yugoslavia), 1 Rumanian and 80 Poles•. 

You will note that the total number of persons who passed 
through Istanbul from January 1 to November 30, 1944, ·in- · 
eluding 282 Dutch exchangees

1
is 5705 persons. 

With kind rega»ds, 

J. W. Pehle, Esquire 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 

1~.,~ 
·Herbert Katzki 

Encls: Statistics of emigration 
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p 
y Immigrants in Transit 

(from Jan 1st 1 44) 
l. 

Total No. 12er 
BULGAFtiA HUNGARY RmiANIA GREECE HOLLAND month 

(t!:xchangees) 

Jan. '44 32 73 8 113 

Feb, 55 78 12 25 170 

March a) 131 9 b) 252 62 454 

April 17 c) 667 173 857 

May 46 d) 340 74 460 
~--;. 

June 127 2 104 233 

July e) 149 f) 752 3 282 1186 

Aug. 99 g) 707 90 896 

Sept. 35 35 

Oct. 72 3 h) 714 789 

Nov. i) 431 ,j) 81 512 

1194 163 3527 539 282 5705 

--

For figu~es marked (a) to ( j) see spe_cification page 2. 
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2. 

S p e c i f i c a t i o n 

Figures marked (a) to (j) include the following groups: 

a) Group of Youths (B iii) . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 46 pers. 

b) J:'assengers m/b luiLCA (lst trip) .................. 239 

c) 1\\ARITZA (lst trip) ..•..•..•.•..•.• 234 II 

B.C:LLA CI'rA 153 II 
I I I I I I If I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

MILCA (2nd trip) .....•...••••..•• 272 

d) ~ARITZA (2nd trip) ............••. 318 

e) Grouu of Youths (B iii) ....................... .. 40 :'-iII 

752 II 
f) Passengers m/b KAZB~ I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

g) I I I I I I I I If I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I If 308 

391 II BULBUL I I I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I o I I I I I 

M t;;F i\URE •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 II 

h) Group of 119 children (117 Youths B(iii) & 2 chld.) 
and 44 adult immigrants 163 II 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Passengers m/b Si:!:LAR8:DDINE ...................... 548 

i) Group of 53 children (51 Youtr_s B (iii) & 2 chld.) 
and 33 adult immigrants I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I 86 II 

Grouo of 89 children (87 Youths B (iii) &: 2 chld,) 
and 28 adult immigrants 117 II 

I I I I I I I I I I I 1 I I 1 I 1 I 1 

Group of 29 children (all Youths (B iii) 
and 17 adult immigrants 46 II 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I If 

j) Group of 2 child~qn (with parents) 
and 41 adult immigrants I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 43 

Group of 3 children (with parents) 
and 35 adult immigrants 38 II 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Ill 
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~ l - Istanbul, 1.12.44, 

Irnnigrsnts who left for Palestine between Nov, lst and ·Nov, 30th 1 44 
-------------------------------------------------------·-------------
Local Immigrants: 

Adults , •••.•••.••..••...••..••• · ·. • · • · · · · · • • • 
1 ~ Total No, local 

immigrants .. 

Bulgaria~ Immigrants: 

Adults •..... , .•....••• , 181 
Chilc'r·en with narents... 43 
Youtrs (B iii) ••..•.•••• 179 

HungBri~_:Immigre.nts: 

Adults ......•..•••........ •. 

Romanian Immigrants: 

Adults.,., ................. . 

Polish Irmniq:rants: 

Adults ...•. , ........•••• 
Cnilciren with parHnts •.• 

75 
5 

403 a) 

28 b) 

l c) 

~ d) 512 = Total No, foreign 
immigrants 

N.B.: l''ie;ur•3S marked (a) to (d) include the following group.s: 

a) Groun of immigrants from Bulgaria (totalling 86 pers. )i~ 61 pers, 
II II II II II ( II 117 II )i~ 117 II 

II II II ( II 46 II ) i:· 46 II 

b) Hungarian refu*ees incl. in group of 86 fr. Bulgaria i'" 25 
II arrived singly II II 3 II 

c) Group of immigrants from Romania (totalling 43 pers.) ·:'" l II 

d) Polish refugees incl. in group of 43 fr. Romania ~~ 42 II 

II II II II 38 II II i~ 38 II 

see specification of groups on page 2. 

.~ 
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Y Soecificstion C>f' immigrants 1 .~ Wi'ich arrived between 

November lst and ~ov, 30th 1 44. 

A, Grouns from Bulgaria 

l. GrouP of 86 (arr. 3,11 left 6.11 1 44): 

Bulgarians: Adults . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • • 8 
Children • . . . . . • . . • . . . • 2 
Youths (B iii) ...••..• 51 

Adults 

2. Grouo of 117 (arr. S.ll left 10.11 1 44): 

Bulgarians: Anults ................ 28 
Children ............•. 2 
Youtns (B iii) ........ 87 

3. Group of 46 (arr. 12.11 left 17.11 1 44): 

Bulgarians: J<dults •.• , .•.•........ 17 
Youths (B iii) .•...••• 29 

B. Grouos from Romania 

l. Grouo of 43 (arr. 5.11 left 10.11.'44): 

Romanisns: 

Poles: 

Adults ................... ~ .. 
Adults •..••..•••••• , •.• 40 
Children •..•.•..••••.•• _g 

ol 

25 

l 

2. Group of 38 (arr. 10.11 left 16.11 and 17.11'44): 

Pol8S! Adults ................ 35 
Children ••......•.••.. ~ 

8!5 pers. 

-"!. 

117 

4o 

43 

38 II 
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CONTROL COPY )( 

2.520, DECETajEr :i, 3 p .r.:. 

/( 

/\nL:o:'~- 's ~:o. 200 

.r 
.!. •. -p yoL~r i;.Jfor::.lation thE 'I'uP::i.sh vss.~El ~;o~:os 

fl"or.1 Istan~ul to Constc.nza durin.:; thE mont~1 of i:ovEJnb(r 

;:>nd rEturnEd to Istanbul undEr Rumanian R£l1 Crose safE 

conduct. ThE Emi.:.;rants arrivEd in Istanbul nithout 

transit visas or PalEstinE Entry cErtificatEs, pooscssiric 

onlJ thEir travEl c1oclm1Ents, 'rhE PalEstinE entry 

cErtificatEs and tl1E Turkish and 3yr~an ·trQnsit visas 

',!ErE :issuEd in Istanbul pursuant to thE Er.!~;ass~''s c:EnEral 

prEviously has bEEn rEportEd to you rclatin.:.; to such 

CO.SESe 



• c 

-2-(2320,. DECEl>1bEP ;/, o p;m., from fmlcara 

v" 
PassEngErs includE 350 childrEn rEpntl'i::l'GEd fr<?m 

:::i:rnnsDistria to Runnnin, Rurrtanian nationals, forcEd 

laborErs fror:1 thE Bor li1-inEs in -:[ugoslavia anc~ a larcE 

~Jro)ort:on of rEfU3EEs froT!l HUl1[jai_'y, somE of nhcn it is 

In accordancE nith Ar,lbassador. Stt:inhc.rdt 's :::;EnEral 
v 

w:rE EmEnt with thE '.i'urldsh ForE·ign OfficE concErn in<:; 

railroad facilitiEs, thE Turkish authoritiEs 

pr~vidEd a spEcial train and thE EntirE group dEpartEd 

i'roEl Istanbul for ?alEstinE on DEcEnoEr 8. 

As soon as it ~1as bEEn possiblE to Exauinc thE 

lists and CiocumE ntation of thE TOROS Emi;:;r::\nts mort: 

closEly rEvisEd dEtails will bE sEnt to you •. 

EEC 

- ··-·--··-·-_:__---'-- ---- -------·-.--

\ 

.~ 
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Deo~~ber 9, 1944 

Dear Mr. Leavitt1 

The following me~:sage for you !'rom Robert 
Pilpel was received through ~10 American Legation 
in Lis bon under date of December 7, 1941,: 

"1J2. 'I'urkish boat 'fOROS arrived Istanbul 
ex Constan3a December 5 carrying 925, includ­
ing 370 Transnistrian orphan children, balance 
Hungarians, n 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J.W. Pehle 

J. 1\', POhle 
Exeoutive.Direotor 

l.jr, M. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 
0\merioan Jewish Joint Distribution 

Comnii ttee• 
270 Madison Avenue, 
~~em York 16, New York. 

t_...---' 

·~vY 
RDi:ury 12/9/44 

.~ 
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PLAIN 

Lisbon 

Dated December 7, 1944 

Recld 11:35 p.m. 

)( 
WRB 270 JDC 132 FOR LEAVITT FROB PILPEL 

/ 
Turkish boat TOROS arrived Istanbul Exconstanza 

December 5 carrying 925 including 370 Transnistrian 
v 

orphan children balance Hungarians. 

CHOCKER 

MJF 
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Secretary of State 

1'Ta shingt on 
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2294, December 2, 7 p.~. 
;( J 

I L-- ~~I?.' 
. () _,,\ 

Mkara 'Jt/1 r5., ;(// } 
Dated December 2, lb44F ~~~~ 

CONTROl 
FROM Kl>.TZKI TO PERLE, ''AR REFUGli.:E BOARD 

Anlmra 1 s No •. 1~9-. 

For your !.nformation I have received the follmving 
I 

telegram despatched November 30 from HIASICA emigration 

association representation noH in Bucharest. 

11 In view exceedingly dra:rtiQ_r..§U.?f __ sj._t;uat_j-()118._ _______ _ 

rising from steady influx refugees from Hungary and 

Transylvania aggravating relief problems already created 

by other categories your nresence here urgently essential 11 
•• 

Although the relief problem in Rumania may not be 

within scope of \\Tar Refugee Board activities, the influx 

of refugees from Hungary and the acceleration thereof 

probably is. 

The foregoing is for your in!9rmation to supplement 

Embassy 1 8 2,257, Anlcara 1 8 192 •. 

STEINHARDT 

Ei1B 
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Deca~ber 8, 1944 

De~<!' !.1:·. Leavitt: 

The followins nessage for you from Judah Magnea was received 
through the Arnerimm Consulate in Jerusalem under date of December ,f!, 
19~· 

"Departures ANESTIRYA, now Constanza, TOROS &nd MYRNA now 
being arranged Jewish Agency; 186,000 pounds estimated cost 
to Istanbul, J,lOO passengere. Also arranging ALSMILKA f'roro 
Bulgaria, cost around 8 1800 pounds, 250 pf'.~crsengers. 'l'herefore. 
you li.re requested participate 80 per cent of around 200,009 
pounda, Agency and oth~;~rs considering other boat projects, 
in addition, It is our belief prices cun be ticcreasod, 
However we cannot participate negotiations to pay under 
existing methods so it ia not possible to proceed in accord­
ance with your propooal ti;at Agency submit projects for your 
approval prior to making arrv.ngements as it takes weeks to 
exohllllge cables, It is ou1• suggestion you vuthodze us to 
negotiate with Agency JJ:C participation Hurnll.!lian boat projects 
at a cost of :!>,150 per passtlnger to Istanbul, regardless of 
cost to Agency and restrictuc, to ;,ooo pasallngers at tili11 time; 
subject to conditions as fo),.lows (controlled by Fildermnn on 
our behalf) 1 (1) seaworthiness boats and nun1ber passengers 
transportable each, (2) priority refugees nol'i in Rwnania.from 
other countries, and Rumanian orphllllll and children in addition. 
Full conditions telegraphed Joseph Schwa.rts, Lisbon." 

!Aro l\1. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 
J American Jewish Joint Distribution 

·committee, 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J, W. Pehle 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Di~eotor 

~o Madison Avenue, 
\./"New York 16, New York. 

l! 12/8/44-

----------------

. '-;-



FROill 

TOt 

.RUHBER: 

,Y 
lk..1~l'"1.C;;,n c~·.:1;U.lD.tG G-c:~v;:::-.:11 S~rnf:::-~1eu 

3.79 x 

It i1l reCJ.'-'.~'~I;;,i the.·~ J,cw:l-~t., Joint Dilltril:mtion Oo:~£J.!l.ttea, Notf Yorlt 
./ ./ 

lw t;i?1la ;:>tU'.<!;_;i.:u•oe'.! o:' f-:Jllovb:; me!leQ.c-;a f:r,.o;l J1.1.dah ~-\nsnes, Rvbre~-:~ Univtrsity, 

v V' / 
Ds_;::21,rtn.rea AliES'rXRYA nov Conotanze, TOROS AlTD HTIU'!'A no1t being 

C.:'l'<mGed J~Mhh .\-;ency; J.(\3.00·~ /''t.'ld.L~ aati::t.'<t<ild coot to Istanbul, 3,:!.00 

p1'JJD?i\Cel'l'l. AJ.no =:r-:~a,;in::; i(f,Siiii-1\:A fl'Ofl :S1.'.l&aria, COllt around 8,1300 poundc, 

to mal."tniJ; ar:;•ant;en.~c;nts as 1t t'-'-''sr: ~nnJ;;a to oxcl~o ca'blc:Jf.l. It is our suggestion 

you autllorizo us ;;o nec;ot1ate Hith l!i~~llCY JDC part1cipat1ou Ilum~nian boat llrofeote 

at a co~:!; o:f $150 per. pasfJong·~r to Iatm1bnl reb'lrdlells of coet to agency and 

:raetrictod to 5,000 pe.1mone;oru a'o; thla time: !ll.lbJect to conditions ao follows 

( cont:rollcd by F1elcler;,um on our 1lehali.'): ( l) oe;morth:l.neaa boa.ts a.."ld nwnber 

pa.oaengera trru1aportt•.ble e<>.ch, (2) p:rior:Lty refugccB now in Rwnan1a. from othel' 

count:rios, and Rt\!llm:~1an or-phnna nnd ch1ltu•en ,,n addition. Full conditione 

telegraphed Joseph Soh~artz, Lisbon, 

PINKERTON 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R. IL--Par\<3 Date~ 1 8 1972 

-~ ~ 

·---.._-
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i'fa s hing ton, 

/ 

CONTROl C.OPY 
FRO!.! K/,TZKI TO PERLE '.7RB, /.NRLR1. 1 S NO. 198, 

/ "' l.nbnssndor StEinhardt has nGciE inquiry of thE 

Turkish ForEign . Ed hin that it 

is without knovllEdgE of d issuancE of 
/ 

1450 Turkish pnsspqrts by thE Turkish Consul in 

BudO.J:'lESt (DEpartmEnt 1 s 1082, WRB 130 and Embassy's 

22t;,7, /.nl<ara 1 s 190) to pErsons ih Hungary thrEatEnEd 

nith dEportation. ConsEquEntly it could not havE 

clisavowEd thE passports; I havE inquil'Ed of thE 
./ 

accrEditEd rEprEsEntativE in Istanbul of thE. JEv'IISH 

HORNING JOURNJ.L Vlho inforr:tEd l"lE that this nEWS itEB 

was not (rEpEnt not) trnnsnittEd by hiM, hnd that 

hE:_ hnd no inforr'lntion rEgarding thE subjEct 1'1UttEr, 

Inquil'y in othEr dif:'tot:j_on,1.t~l~~~~i~~ .~as. bE_El'l_With-

out rEsult; · ·' ·f .. ,-;,~''' 1 ,.,)'t:~. 
-' ,:_; :lbEt <r' ::'J 11 OJ 

sourcE of 

. j 
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-2-, ;~2287, DEcEmbEr 1, 4 p.m., from Ankara 

ordEr to assist us in VErifying thE facts. If it 

shoulC'. dEVElop that this is irrEsponsiblE journalism 

Emnna ting from Istanbul wE sha 11 makE ·an Effort to 

havE it stoppEd. If in NE\'J York it should bE stoppEd 

thErEo 
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The l'1Ql' Refu&ee Board ie in f\ll.l, asnemant ae to tbe 

dea1rab1l1t7 of you~ proceeding to Rumania and Bulgaria ae 

soon a• possiblo in order to explore reeou6l pose1b111t1ee 

there. At the Board's request the State Department 1s now 

a~rang1ng for the neceesarr traYel permits tor rou and 

Passman. You will bo adY1eod as 8oon as tbese permite are 

grant111d. 

It 1s not olear to ue that the matter referred to 1n 

7our No. 226e ot NO'f9mber 28 ill w1th1n the' Jurhd1oUon ot 

the War Retug~te loard. The matter has, however, been brought 

to the attention of the state Departm~nt tor suoh aot1on as 

1t mar deem appropriate. 
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