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FFC-76
(11-42)

CROSS REFERENCE oN PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TQ RELIEF .
T == AND RESCUE OF REFUGERS : " EVACUATION
TO AND THU'! TURKEY

FOR:

Amendment to this License .
Extension of this License .
Renewal of this License .

Correspondence concerning this application

oo

i

Other (Specify)
1, FOR MATERIAL RE JEWS IN RUMANIA

2. FOR FUTHER MATERIAL RE RESCUES TO AND THROUGH TURKEY

3, FOR MATERIAL REFERRING TO THIS FILE

sgi. 1. PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: - .
EVACUATION TO AND THRU' TURKEY (TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM TRANSNISTRIA
TO TURKEY) . ’
2. GOOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENIS: NEUTRAL EUROPEAN ( TURKEY)
PROGEAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF & RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUTION TO
AND THRU' TURKEY (TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM TRANISTRIA-TO TURKEY) )
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE.OF REFUGEES: :EVACUATION,TO
a AND THRU' TURKEY (RESCUES FROM HUNGARY AND THE: BALKANS (UOR)) )
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO. RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: OTHER MEANS

OF EFFECTING RESCUE (REINSTATEMENT OF TURKISH CITIZ2ENSHIP 00’ REFUGEES 'IN
FRANCE - S PR :
COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: UNITED NATIONS “(RUSSIA)
COOPERATLON. WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS?:NEUTRAL (SWITZERLAND)
COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENIS: NEUTRAL -EUROPEAN (SWEDEN) : ‘

3. RUMANIA & BULGARIA (SECRET)!

j
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OF
STATE

biroe T U Dricey @ - '
lNCOM]NG DIVISION OF
. CENTRAL SERVICES
TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

JED=1430 o . unkura MW%M

Distribution of true N
roading only by speeial Dated June 28, 19;5’ g’;&fi“:;k?;
orrangeient, (-")

i Rec id'*1455 Delley }391,11

o
- ; -
Sceretary of State, ’ T "
4Ex
tashingtion, QBNTR%L i =< ‘
. = c
- . - Ve _,:)
868, -Junc 28, 3 Pl w o
N ) A
Iinistry for Forcign ,Lffal‘*" states 54 peovle

still under detention in two hotels arc divided into
tvo categorics:  one consisting of 25 persons of
forier TﬁﬁK nationality (only two of whon weré over
beforc in Turkey) who wero deprived of TURL nabi onality
undor TURK law beforc arrival in Tgykey; the other
consisting of 29 peoplc vho are YHeimatlosun" (DSPTS
624, Juno 16 for DPT and VRB).

liinistry statcs furthor that nost of‘thoso poonle
now wish to return to their former residences in
various Buropean countrics (*rather tlan procood to
Palésting) and inquircs how they can obtain poriiission

/
to do so, JDC reprcscntative ‘advices current costs now
. »

- N
produced to approximately 500 Turk pounds ((5:52'75) daily for

70 (rcpoat 70) pooples List of neucs boing obitainod.
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DEPARTMENT " OUTGOING °  DIVISION OF
. OF : , CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE - x;HTELEGRAM :

TELEGRAPH SECTION

June 16, 1945
6 pomo % @ . ,Z’ZZJ-?M)

fwme 7 DONTROL BPPY .

ANKY :.RJL

EE}l?OII DEPT AND UAR REFUGEE BOARD

Kindly rcport on preaonr cltuation of 112 refugeec ex
DF{LTT: LGIHCLIH whoge i‘urkz.sh nagionallity hies been cuentioned

by “uz'l’:lch Govt (URTEL 608 lay ¢ and DEFTEL 508 lay 11).

Joim Distribution Committee reports maintenance costing

L6C0 delily io proving burc’iezmon"e. If you concider it ‘foaclble

'mcu.y rocuect of ”upkiah b'G"Of‘P release Tor resldence for

group vith a view to reduecing maintenance coots. Yhatever L
result of foregoing kindily reql;xest »JD:G represeniative go sﬁm')ly
ldentifying data of individuale in group particulorly countrice

of preuar residence ond lengish of such regldences vith a vieuw

o explorztion of ponslbilities of return Lo those countries.

o o b within quota
® 90 idntry of group to lalestine/is etill coneldercd best solution
Q
E’ o v najority are understood to denire such entry.
[+]
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(34
Bod .
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fne frolloving from Departuent and ligr Refvges Boar@{re;ere
to your 606 liay 4. ' 7 '

In view of the cesnatlon ofrhostilitles in Edvope, Depart-
ment wund ooard are disposed to awalt 5evelonmente resulting -
from germination of the var before teking a firm etand on the
aisp051tion of tue non-Turkirh refugee sroup ex 93 Drottning-
nolnm.

1% hes tnerefore peen decided %o awelt develoouents ith

recpect o {8) the/number of inaivluuals who will be eligible
for cdmiesion to- Ysleatine under quota and - (b) whai requests
tue urkish Government might meke vith respect to the ultinate

disposition of thbee who are determined not eligible for ad-

mission to Pg;ggﬁ&pe. R
. Lho .
T =14 1y 580; sb <
Ft‘;xt of tnis BOSE - e
10561'Y g\l&r B
ve © GREW
e’ ACTING
wp o (O Dy oy
¢
URBTMMVike ) CNE

5/11/46

'ECLASSIFIED :
Dept. Letter, 1.11.72

BY R H.Parks Dute SEE 1 5 19‘72 ‘ i




GABLE TO OFFICER IR (HARGE, AMEMBASSY, ABKARA, FROM DEFANTHUNT
ARD WAR REFUQEE BOARD - .
Referenoe your 506 of May 4, 184B,
In view of the cesastlion of hostilitles in Burope, Depsri-
sent and Board are disposed o svalt developmenis resulting
froz termination of thg war before taking s firm stsnd on the
adlsposition of the non-Turklgh refugee group ex 88 Drottg&ug—
holm. B
It hes therefore been declded to awalt developmefits with !
respeot to (a) the number of individuale who will be eligible
for admisaion to Palestline unier guots sné {b) what requesta
the Turkleh Government might mske with respsot to t%e ultinats
disposition of those who are determinod not oligible f&r sd-

misslon to Palestlne.

3:05 p.m.
Msy 10, 1945

Miss Chauncey(for the Sec'y), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodsl, Hutchison, McCormaci,
0'Dwyer, Files. :

A pJMsFHihda 6/10/46
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C4BLE TU OFFICLK LW CHARGE, AMFMBASSY, ANKaRA, TURKEY, FROM DEPARTMENT
AND %AR REFUGEL BOARD. :
Reference your 606, May 4y 1945.
In view of the cessation uf hostilities in Burope, Department
and Board are disposed to await dévelopments resulting from termination
of the war before taxing a firm stand on the disposition of the non-
Turkish refugee group ex SS Drottningholm.
ces given in Department's 146 of February 25, 1944, ,
disposition of th?ff;zggngees'received into
Turkey during the period o hosti;ixiégj—and while this stand of the

in Department's 405 of April 9, 1945,

Department and Board wae-Testate

G8Tstanaing thut this repetltion of assurances-was nov

with respect

It nas therefore been decided to await developmen
to (a) the number of individuaisfwhp ﬁi}; be eligible for admission
E@arkgi}to Palestine under quota and (b)rwhat requests the Turkish
Government might make with respect to the ultimate disposition of those

who are determined not eligible for admission b'Palestine. co-

~
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/ PARAPHRASE OF TTLEGRAN RECEIVED

FROM American Eabassy, ' Ankara via Army
TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: Moy 4, 1945 o
CONTROL COPY
, X - J 4 ¥ )
URGENT, ' '

Heferenée Depsriment's 146, February 25, 1944; 405, April
925 and Embassy's 519, April 10,

i

No speeial arrangements will be made for entrance of
the noneTurkish refugees ex S8 ﬁ%OTTNINGHOLM into Palestine,
but inuividuals eligitle under the quota scheme will be
rermitted to enter 1n proper order, according to the British
Eubassy, :

I have receiveq Information from a responsible officlal of
the Forelin Office that the matter of resuesting the GOVernménik
of the United States %o make arrangements for removal of these
refugees to another place 1s belng cbneljeréd. This officlal °
made reference to assurances wﬁlch he dedlared‘had been given ‘
earlier with regard to Jewlsh refugees wio might be permitted
to enter Turkey ana I assume he wuas referrkng tQ the assurances
authorized in Departmeni!s 146, although since he was not on

P duby 1in Ankara he d1d not handle the quéstion pe§éonally at that
time. This otflq}al gtated that he was contemplafing despatching
lnetruetions tdffhé Turkish Embaesy-in-Wasﬁfﬁguon to take the
matier up with the Government of the United States with the idea

. [
J DECLASSIFIED in_
! : - ) 8tate Dept. Lotter, 1-11.72

; S By B B Parka Dato SEP 15 IS

- l!;g.l X




mind of determining ~hether such agsurances werc applicable
to these refugees in respect. My sué&estion was that we
should have an additlonzl discussion on he matier befors he
dila 80 in order that he mliht supply me precise data rezarding
nati-ns of origin, nut.ers involvad, and the like. He promises
to do thls. 7

I suggeét that aszurances might be limited to refugees who
may not te ellgible to enter Palestine under the qugfa peheme,
with ref-r-nce to the problem of renswlng the adgurances which
were authorized in Department's 14i: and particularly those cited
in the Cepartment's 405 paragraph thrze. to ths effect that the
WEB 111 put forth all efforts to move all refupgeés of this
group frow Turkey to other places, provided sueh acilon becomes
desiralle. Provided WAB :snd the Departmenf agree, unless it
be preferred that the matier be taken care of with the Turkish
Embassy in Wrghington, I might so indiliate here. I 'should be
grateful io recelve instructions deflnlng‘the term desirable, o
in this connection. Hith regard to whether rémoval of refugees : '
from Turkey 1is deslirable, 18 thls to be determined by the
Turkish Government or the WRB? —fThe viewpoiht of Turkey
that their stay in Turkey 1s not desiravle is already known.

PACKER

Ed P ‘ i
l_‘ i_. . 7 ) i

DC/L:MED:AN ' : _
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REFTRIORD
No. 1226
X
s -
Subject: fxchange Ship DROTTNINGHOIM®S .
Call at Istanbul, e
’.('he Honorable - 3 g‘?
The Secretary of State, . X
. Washingtong D. C., : ST =
Sir: .

With reference to the jmbassy's telegram no, 552
of April 23, 1945, reporting the departure of the Swedish
liner D TNCGHOLM from Istznbul on April 21 bearing a
party of Gérman nationals en route to Germany, I have the
honor to chroni¢le brlefly the events connected wihh the
DROTTNINGHOLK's call at the port of Istanbul, g

The ship arrived at Istanbul on the morning of April 10,
bringing (imbassy’s telegram no, 496, April 11) a total of
330 passengers, of whom 229 were Turkish nationals, twenty-
one of o¢ther nationality, and eiphty of doubtful nationality
status, now being studied by the Turkish aubthorities, Accord-
ing to the Ankara newspaper ULUS of April 11, 1945, the ship
also brought 2500 tons of eargo which included machinery,
machine parts, iron and steel articleg, cellulose, newsprint,
and 300 kilos of medical suppliess

[ t

The ship remained at dqck for a feu days to unload -her
cargo, prepare for the accommodation of the passengers pro-
ceoding to Sweden (£ifty of whom had-boarded the ship at
Port Said, #gypt, and were already aboard), and take en
Turkish exoort pgoods av cargo for. bhe return voyace. She was ]
then moved offshore to a nooring - 4

The German exchange group fram nm(ara, numberin{- 12
left.by special train for Istanbul on April 17, 1945, acconnam @d
by tk{e Asslstant Director Genoral of Protoccl, Mr. Bencet Sefik
Ozdoganei. An officer of the imPassy who. witnessed the departure
of -the train from the suburbsn Tailway stabion at ‘Gagl Ciftlik . ;
was impregsed by tle smart ‘clothes and appsarent pood spirits I
‘of the members of the group, Bpon arrival gt ‘Haydarpasa .
-Scutlon, Istanbul, the next porning,: mril 18 bhe group was .. 3 ‘

. . ’ L ; ;m’ngdir.telyu BTN R ‘
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imaediately taken aboard a Besphorus ferrysboat, the

Goztepe. After having papers and liggage checked at the

Galata Customs ouse, the passengers were delivered direct—
to the DROTTNINGHOLM at its mooring. That evening the Germans -
interned at Istanbul werc brought to the Customs liguse for

the final check and then teken to the ship, Finalloading

and completion of formalities delayed the ship's departure
until April 21. As reported in the Embassy's telegram 552,
April 23, under reference, the passenger list of 439 persons
included 311 of the Germans under internment in Turkey (leaving
in this country 152 -Germans who had been expected to-go back
but who decided arainst making the trip), fifty Germans who

had boarded the ship at Port Said, one Spaniard, two Porituiuese
(Dr. Luis Norton dé Matos, former Portuguese Charge dtiffaires,
and his wife), ifty-one Swiss, and twenty-four Swedes, Those
Germans who rcfused to return on the exchange ship are to be
interned temporarily, according to the Istanbul newspaper
CUOMHURIYGT of April 19, 1945, in the German School .at Istanbul,
Thelr subsequent disposition is under consideration by the = .
Turkish Government. The responsible official at the Ministry
of Forelgn Affairs told an officer of thd Zmbassy some days

ago that/ it was planned to place them in enforced rasidence

in an Anatolian yprovincial town under conditions similar to
thove in which &4tere are now Leld certain German nationala at
Corum, Yozgat and {irsehir, . :

Mr, Stlenne Léirdy, Swiss linister at Ankaray is reported
by the Is'anbul neespaper TASVIR of April 20, :to have said®
rogerding assertions that German citizenship would be withdramn
from those Germens who refused to return to Germsny on ihe v
DROTTNINGHOLM: oo C

Mo application has been made to.my Government
by the German Government with the puxrpose of depriving
of German citizenship the Germans wishing to remain in
Turkey. These Germans will remain as they are for the
present, How ever, fhere is no telling what the future
may bring." . '

As representative of the Protecting Fower, Mr,. Lard © and
nis staff have been overwhelmed with work in meking artange=
ments fob the DROTTNINGHOIM.exchange. The Minister himself
has been criticized at Anakara by the Unived Nations® representa-
tives for his legslistic interpretations of German rights and
privileges and his insistence oun doing‘everything possible for
his German charges. R

liespectfﬁliyoufs R
B> E. Packer,
Charge d'Affsires ad imterim.
CC: . o :
Divisfon of ‘ear Lastern J;ffairé'a .
File No, 7&1.5 ‘

REo/gn T T S

To the »Depart:tﬁ'erit' in Gpigjnala_nd héct01;i‘aph° o
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DEPARTMENT " INCOMING ' DIVISION OF
) -CENTRAL SERVI
STATE- TELEGRAM - TELEGRA
/ qukﬂzi/
JP--6386 Ankara via Army
sThis telegram must be
" paraphrased before being Dated April 23, 1945
communicated to anyone
other than a Government Reeld 9:10 a.m,, 24th
Agency. (FeTREGHERN ) Ul CBPY )
Secretary of State, BBHTH o
Washington, [ '$TﬁﬁT§~f
552, 4pril 23, 7 pum. : APR 241945 =
%!

FOR DEP:RTMENT .ND WAR REFUGER
REFHBS 539 - -
The 85 DROTTNINGHOLM departed Istanbul April 21,

According to Swedish Licgation herc she carried foliowing
pofsons in addition to crew, 311l Germans from Turkey
50 Germans %akon aboard at Port Said llSpaniard, 2 Portugues:
51 Bwiss and 24 Swedes.

Istanbul necwspanecr §ZTAN April 21 rcports ship
carricd following cargo loaded in Istanbul (in tons):
1200 chromec 900 raisins 200 cmery, 500 hazelnuts, 60

peachstones, 50 liquorice, 2 cigarettes, 60 casings.

PACKER

EDA
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DEPAF;'I};MENT - lNCOM]NG DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE : TELE GRAM TELEGRAPH SECT, ON
) DSH~677 Anquq
This telegram must be
paraphrased before being Dated Aprll 17, 1945
communicated to anyone
other than a Govermment REc'd 11:25 paema
AgGENCY e (FEBDRLCEAD.)
j DEPAR]MEN )
Secretary of State |
Washingt APR 2 D ‘
ashington ney L ,
’ LIi\ {SON GFFICE! , -

539, April 17, 6 pan.
. ' Interned official Germans numbering about 120 1left
Ankara for Istanbul by train today (REEMBS 519, Apeil 15)
for departure on 5ROTTHINGHOLM. Only one sick woman
remained heres.- Of Germans in Turkey numbering 463
(REEMBS de spatches 1153, March 24 and 1179, April 4)
scheduled to depart on DROTTNINGHOIM, o responsible
Foreign Office official says 178 have asked pErmission A ,
to remain in Turkey.
Ranking Garman official leaving Ankara today is
Minister Counselor J;gkz who was accompanied by his

/
wife, a sister of Ribbentrop.

PACKER
WMB
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APR 18 1945

Dear Mpr. Leavitt:

The following message for you fyom Harold Trobe was
received through the United States Embassy in lisbon under
date of April 16, 1945: ) ‘

®Ipobe Fishgohn boardsd DROTTINGHOLM April 10,
Advige only 30 passengers permitted disembark.
Remaining 112 put aboard Turkish tender swaiting
official decision conderning validity their
Turkish authorities may sericusly question
naticnality of great many this group., They
working towards solution of problem but may
require intervention WRB and YGC. Promise
fuller report advised Linder.!

Vory truly yours.

{Signeq) Florenae Hodeay

Florence Hodel -
Assistant Bxecutive Dirsctor

Mr, Komea A. lLeavitt,

Segretary,

Anerican Jewlsh Joint Distribution
Committes,

270 Madison Avenue,

New York 16, New York.

e

"RBHiInp. 4/A7/45
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Di=E-127 PLAIN %ﬂ/

19
45 APR U7 9 06 L/isbon “”"’;ou /&L.

Dated April 16, 1945

LIALSGh ’
,ACJ Rec'a 2:47 p.m.

Sceretary of Stste

< CONTRGL ggpy

789 Sixteenth
URB 381 JDC 216 FOR LdAVI’I"I‘ FHOm ‘I"ROBE
obexFiénzohn boarded DRO“TINudOLm April 10,

Advisc only 30 passengers permitted disemﬁark. Re-
maining 112 put aboard Turkish tendo? awalting officlal
dceision concerning valldity ﬁhg;r T@fkish authoritics
may seriously question nationalitj df grcat many this
group. They working towards soluti?n o{ nroblem but
may require intervention WRB and IGC... Promise fuller

report advised Linder.

- BARUCH

i
i
]
!
1
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DEPARTMENT
OF
STATE

~ iy . -y -
INCOMING . DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES
TELEGRALM‘F/“ TELEGRAPH SECATION
MF-1971 Diy: lkara %y A
This tclegram must be CENTRE! nzg ‘
paraphrased before being Dated

5 ;
April 15, 1945
communicated to anyone ' 5 g’f LA

othor than a Governmel# #7K IC Rep'Q g4 45 Peme
Ageney. (RESDRICTED ) :

, De/L
scerctary of State LIAISON

Washington

" CONTROL COPY

519, April 15, 10 a.m.

IX informed thc appropriate Foreign Offlce =
official yesterday that fooms had been reserved for
the 80 ref‘uge,es ex~989 Dl’{OTTNINGHOLM now on board an—
other vessel at Istanbul (REEMBS 503 April 12) (*)
more hotels in that city and inquired whether it would

not be possible to allow them to come asghore particu-~

"larly in view of the fact that no sleeping accommnoda~

tions were available on board the small v'essel in ques—
tion and of the fact that eating facilities on *r_aoard
were unsatisfactory. He informed me: later that -»instruc—
tions had been ilsgsucd %o allow the refugees to come

ashore.

PACKER
WTD

(#) Apparent omlssion.

3.




April 18, 1946

Doar He, Leavitts

The following nesange for you fyon Arthur Fishsoln
vae recsived through the United States Consulate in
Intenbul under dnte of April 14, 1945t

%R0, 6 eabled Jorusalem Lighons 'Fifth day
prosongers on Turkish tender, TFvery effort 5
being made for immedinte debarkatlon at

Intenbul ne nationale of Turkey or zight of

donicile hova, 3Ixcellsnt cooperation ome

tonded by our %op friends, Vay Refugee Boavd

ond Intoygovernmental Commiitse ghould never-
thelsan stand by, BSending youn 1ish of

Jevlsh presengers and noancs of nearest relae

tivag to be notified by pouch, Fhovld this

1int bo onbled by ue?tH

Very truly yours,

s1efiea) Plorencs Hodey
Flovence Hodel
Ansigtant Pxecutive Dirsotor

Hr, Fogeo A, Leaviti,
Socrotary, - G
Anericon Jewish Joint Diptribution o s 5
Conmitteo, i
270 Fpdigon Avenue,
fow York 18, Fow York, ] :

|

RBHsve 4/18/45
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v/A%'l‘;MhNT INCOMING . DIVISION OF
s «CENTRAL SERVICES
- STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

AT O
D ViSioy 0

iy

35 A /, f
' PEATRAL SEZ0ES W
MTW-1960 - Istanbul

This telegram must e AR 15 409

paraphrasod before being thtdal hpril 14, 1945
communicated to anyone

other then a Government OC/LRoc'd 2:53 p.m., 15th
AEONCY. (AESEREGEED ) LIAISON

"L GONTROL GOPY

156, Lpril 14, 5 p.m. p
Ploase transmit following message to Moses Leavitt
goint Distribution Committee New York from Arthur,gishzohn
Joint Distibufion Committee Istanbul.
"No, 6 cabled Jerusalem Lisbon:
vPas;Engers on Purkish tender fifth day. Making '
every cifort for immediate debarkation at Istanbul as
Turkish nationals or right of domicile here. Our top
friends cxtonding excellent coopcration. VNevertheless
“jar Refugee Board and igtergovérnmental committee should ;
stand Dby. Scnding you by pouch a list of Jewish passgngers.
and nemcs of nearest relatiyes to be notified, - Should

we cable this lister "

TROUTMAN ' :

WMB , ’ , .

e




DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
: CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE REEEGRAM ' TELEGRAPH SEc;l/gi

Divis|o:
CEHTRAIC:%?fut : 7ZZL?{A72?

GENM=-785 94 o Ankara via ‘rmy
This telegre%AﬁuJE ¥ 9 06 Q&A;;?y

paraphrased before being Dated Lpril 12, 1945

communicated to one
other than a Go ental Rec'd 10:06 oems
agency. ) ) =

Secretary of State,. %a‘gﬁg%
1
Washington, : ?{

593, April 12, 3 penm,. ‘ e
I have discussed with the Minister of Foreign K
Affairs'agaiﬁ this morning the question of the -
individuals who arrived on the DhOTTNINGHOLM and who
have been placed temporarily on board another bozt
In the harbor of Istanbul (REEMBS 496, April 11).
I was told the discussions with therBritish Embassy
regerding their admission to Palestine are progressing :
favorably; thrt technicnlly they have been cdmitted
to Turkey and sre being kept on the b0ﬂt whlch servesg
as a hotel merely tempdrarily until d80151on ag to
their eventual destination is made and that arrangements
are being made with the necessary snfegutrds }or them
to be allowed in individunl cases to go ashorezfrom
time to ﬁime for short periods. ‘ “
Jacob T§oge and Arthﬁr Fighzohn_of the United
States fﬁc were allowed to visit the refugeés yesteraay

and are agsisting them with clothing and ot her suppliess

PACKEB
WFS |
Y B R A
e I 1 /
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DEPARFMENT 07 INCOMING () DIVISION OF
OF : : CENTRAL SERV[CES
STATE TELEGRAM 'mummw me
. DIVISION OF /
1S
JESm568 CENTRAL SERVIGES, Army

This telegram must be
paraphrased before1g§¥pg|p AMDgtgg April ll
communicated to any

other than a Government Rec'd, 7:10 pem,
Agencye. (REE‘EE-I-GEIED-) DC/L ) =
. LIAISON -

“nii o CONTROL ggpy

e

496, April 11, 5 p.n,

Ig view of the information contained in my 487,
April 9,_6 Peme which crossed Departmentts 405, April
9, 7 pems and of the information furnished below it
seems undesirable for the moment to give any assurances

‘to the f;rkish Government aloﬁg the line authorized
and I shall accordingly take no action élong that line
unless and until further developmemté requireiit;

The Ménistry of Foreign Affairs-has juétiinformed
me that/a total of 330 passengers arrived at Istanbul
on the DROTTINGHOLM yestorday. fhese ére divided into
the following cétegories:

L4735 Turkish diplomatic and gonsularcofficers and E
members of their families, . R ;

Bs - 88 Turkish students,

Ce 36 private Turkish citizens,

Vol

.Ds 70 Turkish Fews,

i ' Ee B8 foreign diplomats.




P

-2« #4496, April 11, 5 p}m., From finkara via Army

T. 13 foreign nationals. Thege 250 individuals
worc all permitted to entor Turkey officially
irmediately. t

The remaining 80 persons are -divided into the
follow@ng categories:

G, 7 Jews without (%) formerly Turkish nationals
but whg have been deprived of Turkish citizehshipe

Hé 70 Jews without d;cuments of identification,

Te. 3 indiviquals apparently Turk nationals who
have no passportse

These 80 individuals-have been put temporarily bn boor
a vessel at Istanbul Where tﬁey will be held for the time l
being pending decision as to their ultimate destination,
The Turks are questioning Fh@m’wiﬁh a_viéw;to,establishing
their identity nationality, et cetera.

. PACKER . o
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ol TAR PHRACT OF T7IEGRAM RVGELVED (27 Q%a&cerpL/
FRO¥: A;;rican Emigssy, anpkars via Army
TO Secretary of State, Yashinglon
DATED: Arril 12, 1940

NUMBE 1 504 : ggi%rﬁgl gg 1y
PRICRITY o '
Reference ie made herevity to Embsrsy's gcable of Anril 12, no. 503.
This sfterncon the officisl at the Turkish Foreign Office who;

1g hanéling the cuestlon of Germens schednled to decvart on fthe DRCT¥-

NINGHOLM informed a member of th;ﬂEmbaesy staff ae follows:

The Governuent of Turkey hes told the Swise Lepation (handling
Gé}msn interifts) that 1t vdll not compel eny Germans to leave Turkey
abosrd the DROTTNINGHOLYM, These who remain here, however, will be
classified by Securify Directorate of Interlor Minlstry according to
each individuslis case history sand esch must agree to subject himgelf
to whatever sdministrative regulations the Government of ?yrkay de~ .
cides to inmowose. Moreover, Germans steyiﬁg must clegrly understand
that Turkey se one of the Unlted Natione ie hound to dellver for
trigl to any other United MNatlon upon demand theApeﬁson of anyone
who 18 neld by that nation %o be a war eriminsl.  Question of whether
sn extradltibn treaty 1s in foredfetween Turkey-and the Unlted Natlons
making the demsnd w1l not be raised. .

Viee Admiral Ralf vog ﬁgr Morwitz, former German ﬁaval Attache, *
1é among the 101 persons whose applleetions to stay-in Turkey has
beén made already. 1t 1s expected that 50 to 60 gddipional nome 8
wlll be added to the 1llst of those wishing to eﬁai; {Tﬁe'Government
of Turkey on humenltarian grounds will assume support bffthoae wi th~

. DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

i ) ;. . ) Bij. jzH Pa.rjks D;_atg_s_E_P 1 5 ‘ 1q72




L

PUG LN

out funds .o stay, as the Swias Leration will presumably cut off

financial suprort from officis} German sources, Thoge who stsy and

are n-t considered %o be d=ngerous from the security angle will be

placed in enforced resldence ln some Anstolln town sizilir to Corum,

" Yozgetn or Klreehir wvhere there asre in rectricted residence the

German netionsls ~hohast Auguat refused to return to Germany.

PACKER =
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UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

- 1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

General William O'Deyer 11 APR 1945
Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Room 2426, Treasury Department

We.shington 25, D. ¢, ) - =

Attention: Miss Florence ﬁodel

Dear General O'Dwyer:

We are enclosing a copy of the cable, which, on the basis
of our telephone conversation 10 April 1945, we are sending
to our Cairo Office, e a.pprecia;te your making this infor-

mation available %o us so promptly.

Very truly yours,

Jmﬁf I

Thomas M, Cooley, II
Deputy Director
Division on.Displaced Persons

Enclo sure
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ANLROATION
CAIRD o
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UHRRA FROY IRIDUR
Ao For youy informabion ¥AB informs un that in axchangs of nationsls ’
betwesn Germany and Turiey row being carried oud fubanbul, Puriy w
acoept 138 Jewe fyom Oemusn concsntration emmps olaining Toridsh sationality,

. 7ot rocognived ty Turkish auShordties, en conditfon U.5., U.E, wdorvrite

Shudy maintenance while in furkey and fsnediste tramofer to other mﬁv.

"B. Several possibilidles,

1. Group may be rofushd admittance %o Turivy and returnsd Goioborg.
2. Gyowp mey be wndorwvitten by WHB in Ty and chipped by rail to

Palestine withoud UNREA ald.

3. UNTRA may Be eslmd o undorbake care of group as an UNRIA rasponsibility
and provide for care in transid and tronsportation do UNRUA comp, '
g, Mmsbracttons) .

1. Eesp $n touch with developments in Turkey. WALl sedle all addftionsl
information ¥evsived in Fashinglon.

8. It YNBRA asked to gare for grotp mals al) aviungmments €03 shipdtey
Hid-East op tvansfer o Italisn Ulselon with care en ronte Suriey.

Bepeated as Al¥grem %o Cosbrta and Fome.

E
)
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Mr. Mclormaca
¥rs. Conn
¥re. Towler
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FARAPARAS™ OF "FLEGRAM SFT

FROM: Secretery of 3trto, Weshinzton
re
e Americen Erbecoy, Tondan
DATED: foril 9, 1045 c .
HUMBIR: 2757 o TR nL GOP Y
’ -e @
~

U, S. URGENT.

See your March 28 cable To. 31L8E. /War Refuree Boerd end.
Department sssume that you have dlscussed with the Poreimn Office
Arkara's April 17 cable Nou P Along these lines, you should
stress the ﬁeaive‘oility from a sccurily stondnoing of removing
Ge/rman netlonnle and officials from 'l'xmkey €U gpon es nosei‘ble. a
view vhich the Fofeign 0ffice presumably sheresg. Also, 1% 18 helleved
by the Depertment to be very undesirzable that ony Je/ws rolessed from
Germeny for nurnose of e)ﬁchseme bs returned vitimately to Germany o8
such a development, epery from slmost eertsin herdghin to ngreone
concernad, wonld nrobably immeril porlougly nending nogotiationsg,
looking loward the deveriare of Jows from Germeny in exebangos, betwesn

this Govornment end the Bermen Goveynmend.

: . . . STRITINIUS

RTINS } Yt eSS o '
SWP s REHi bhord: MA ' lﬁ vh S 5 - o (

Porephrased
DC/I:TR  4)11/45

: DECLASSIFIED : X
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T FAFAFHIASE OF THELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Becretary of State, Hashinglion

TO: Americén Wmbaeay, Ankara

DATED: April 9, 1945 gg%?gﬁ Y
NoMBER: 406 : B éﬁééﬁ ég gggf

¥
NN L

Please refer to your csble of Aprdl 7, No. 473, which

as. No..29 vas repeafed o London.

The American Embaesyfin London has been asked by thé
Degpartment and the War Refuges Board to emphaslze with the
Forelign Office of Great Britain the desirsbllity of removiné
Ggrman nationgals from Tdrkey, £rom the standpoint of securlﬁy.
‘Further, theé messaggrstaﬁgs that itrwould be highly desirable
that Jews who have been reieased from Germany fbr exchange not
be returned to Germany, since auch an‘eventuality would seriously
endanger the success of exchanges later on, aside from almost
certaln hardship to the people concerned.

' You are authorized furthef; in this conneetion, %0 renew,
in your discretion, the aLsurances which were contained in cable
dated February 25, 1944, from the Department, No. 148, and the
following in partioular:

(1) In maintalning refugees 1n Turkey, the Board
i8 prepared -to render full aaslséénce. ) _

(¢) The Board will make every effort ﬂdrmqyefrefugees
from Turkey to other locations, should such éctioﬁ beoome
deslrable, 17 the Governmenty of Turkey takés- the stops

“,ogsgggx

DECLASSIFmD
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o D

necsssery to facllitate the entry of a substantlal nu;nber
‘\of refugees. ,
If,28 and vhen 1t besomse -1dent that the 134 refugees on

board the DROT-INGHO.M may not be admitted to Pelestine, the
repetltion of such assurancse to the Government of Turkey should be
made in your discretlon snd for %2 purpose of inducing the CGovern-
ment of Turksy to receivs them in Tuvkey pending i;rangements for
theiy removal to some other pléce. The assurancéé which are
contained in (b) above should in your distretion be repeated fo the
Goveriment of Turkey insthe event the Government of Great Britain
advises that the 134 refugees in ouestion may Le adm1tted to
Palestine when the quota permiés. You are requested to do everything

possible to secure the admiséion to Turkey of the 134 refugees aboard

the DROTTINGHOLM, within the framework of the foregoing.

In ease the refugees cannot be admitted to Palestine, the War
Refugee Board is consulting UNRRA %o make proviesion for them at -
an UNRRA control camp. '

The assurances glven aboire should not be 'uged in any way %o
encourage refusal of admiselon of the group to i’alestlne by the .

Britieh, vhich 1s the most deairable solution by far,

STETTINIUS A
‘WRBIGLM: J o
L 04
Parapl;u_-gaed: » @,"Y {?
pC/L:LEWE AN SRS 5" p
421845 - ~ A S
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING ‘ DIVISION OF
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STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
DIVISION OF -

CENTRAL SERVICES Der ;ﬁ%{ s 2K
£48-1910 1945 KPR 10 AMA%L/cﬁ_ma ( ﬂ M&y

This telegram must be
paraphrased before being
communicated to anyone DC/L
other than a Government LIAISON Rec'd 2:30 pem,
LEENCY. (ReSPREEFRES )

Dated april 9, 1945

Secretary of State,

CONTROL Gj}P{

437, Lpril 9, 6 p.m.

_The official in the finistry of Foraigh Affairs
who is handling thelmattEr (REEMBS 473, .pril 7) has just ~
informed me the Turkish Government has decided to allow
the 134 Jewish persons on the SEOTTNINGHOLM to land at
Istanbul pending the "eventual determination of their
fatel, »

Sent to Department, repeated Tondon as 3l
. . X

K
PACKER

JT
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DEPA%‘[};MENT .. INCOMING -+ DIVISION OF
7 CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEG%E)A{\CM _ TELEGRAPH SECTION
H [
LFR1452 - CENTRAl (-E/hké‘%% d A *ziwﬂé( eyt

This telegram must b
paraphrased bEfore bmgapR 5 Deed Agril 7, 194& /0 ’/‘e“”;)%)

communiocated to anyont

other than a GovErnment REc'd 11:42 p.m.
Agency, (REEPREGEED) De/L .
LIAISON :

Secretary of State,

s CONTROL GOPY

PRIORITY

475, April 7, 6 p.m.

Prlor to the receipt today of DeEpartment!s refErence
cablé I had discussed with Foreign Office, the British
Fmbassy and the Swedish Legation the question of thEe
134 Jewish persons on board the DﬁOTTNINGHOLM which is
expEcted in Istanbul on Monday. (REDEPTEL 393, April
5 and London's 19, March 28).

Just prior to his departure on April 5 for the E
San Francisco ConfErence as’ a mEmber of The Turk' -
delegntion, Acting Secretary GEnEral é;kin iqformEd
mE fhEss individuals were embarked on the DROTTNINGHOLI
. without prior notification to or the consent of thE
Turk Governmefnt; that few 1f any of them have any claim
to Turkish nationality; that the Turk Government would
probably not (repeat not) permit them to dlsembark from
the DROTTNINGHOLM even: forra tEmporary stay in Istanbuly
and it might send them gl back _dyindEn from TUrkey




~2- #473, April 7, 6 p.m., from Ankara

on the return voyage of the DROTTNINGHOLM, I inrformed
Erkin that I thought any such action on the part of the
Térk Government might have an unfortunate effect par;
ticularly at this time, upon Turk-American relations in
view of the publicity in the United States press that
would bE sure to attend any such action its part.

In conversation yesterday with the Foreilgn Offlce
official who has this matter immediately in charge
(REEMBS 450, April 3) I reiterated to him the point:
of view Expressed to Erkin which he said he shared.

He stated the Purk Government had not yet declded
what position 1t would take with respect to permitting
these persons o land at Istanbul.

I expressed the above mentioned point of view last
EvEning to the British Ambassador befork he saw the
Acting Foreign Minister with whom he discussed this
matter. The Foreign Office official last referred to
above informe me this afternoon the British Ambasssdor’
wasg informed by Sumer that the Turk Governmént is prE;

pared to permit the persons in question to Enter Turkey

in transit if the British Government will‘unﬁsrtak&

to pErmit $hem to Enter Palestines The British Ambaee-
sador informs me this afternoon that he informEd Sumer é
during their conversation last nlght that he would

telegraph to London (he has since donE so) requesting

instructions as




-3- #473, April 7, 6 p.m., from Ankara

instructions as to whether the British Government 1s
willing to let these individuals enter Palestine under
the quota schemk, ;Etzrson states some of the persons
are German JEws, some of other nationalitiles. He states
further he cabled to London scmig days ago on this subject
and the reply he recieved did not Encourage him to DbEe
1iEve these persons will be admitted to palestine. I '
gather he feels a reply from lLondon may not bes forth-
coming immedlately.

In view of foregoing DEpartmEnt may desire %o
discuss this phase of the matter with the British
Government. I had discussed this subject with a
Séérstary of the British Embassy at the time Londonts
19 tas received and learned the cable referred to above
by the British Ambassador had been sent to London, ThE
secretary promised I would bE inform;d when a reEply was
received. Yesterday the Swedish Minister informed me
that if the Turklsh authorities declined to pETmit thESE
pErsons to diésmbark in Turkey all (repeat all) Térkish
nationals on board thE'DRdTTNINGHOLM'might be prevented
from disembarking and taken back to Sweden along with
the 134 Jewish persons concerned.

REpeated to London as 29. )

* i
PACKER

JM.
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LG/
Secretary of State, Vi ) .
LIAIS O
Washington. oL
3459, Fifth. ]
4 -

Please deliver the following message to the Var

Refugee Board from Intergovernmental Committee ofi refugees
Message beginss: We understand World Jewish Congress

has sought your assistance through American Embassy London

v
B behalf 137 Jews en route Istanbul via SS DROTTHNINGHCLM

as part of Turkish GErﬁan exchange whose Térkish nation-
ality uncertain, According our information essential
question is whether disembarkation will be permitted and
we would advise intervention only in case such dis-
embarkation is in doubt. For your information we are
informed that Jé;ish Agency London has requested Jewish
Agency Jerusalem to authorize its representative Istanbul
to issue PalEétinian certificates to above memtioned
group if this measure necessary to achieve disembarkation,
We believe this arrangement is satisfactofy and would
suggest it be invoked if there is difficulfy concerning

disembarkation, Message ends.

-WINANT

5
WFS




DEPARTMENT ' : B
OF . INCOMING ) DIVISION OF
STATE CENTRAL SERVICES
5 , RFT@EDEGRAM - TELEGRAPH SECTJON

o ISION OF Jd . /

HH~227 vi
o e IR ¢ 27 pusca sora 5 e
arran{;EmEnt. Ree'd 10:16 p.m., 4th
Secretary of Stai;gé,;»iié ) .

‘jashington,

450, Lpril 3, 7 p.m.

Iﬁ]asmuch ag there is nb ijar Refugee Board repre-
srntative in Turkey the subject raised in our tElegram
No. 19 of wmarch 29, 12 noon was discussed today by

N’. a msmbcr' of,rthE Ewbassy staff with the official of'

;’ the Turk .inistry of Foreign .ffairs charged with such
: /

o ;
fg {  matbers. This official confirmed that the 134 gewish
,‘5‘56;/ refugees on the /DROTTNINGI:{OLM were without identifl-

f Ec‘?f,/ cation papers and said that th‘Ey had been put on the
.“"E‘f Ff vegsel by the German Government without the knowledge
OJ (/ : or acquiescence of the Turk Government. The official
£ o Es added that under Turk law it would ‘be impossible to
- e (/ aliow these refugees to stay here andrthat the British
\/ Government through the British Ewmbassy in .snkara had

been asked whether it could dis:-:n%bark these people at
Port Said in order that they might be trénsportEd to
Palestine. The official added that if the Lmerican

and British Governments Were 5o guarantee that these

refugees would bE accepted elsewhere the Turk

Government

’ DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72
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~2-, #450, April 3, 7 pdi., from .Lnkara.

Government might be disposed to permit them to
land and remain for a short time in Turkey.

To this lagt suggestion the member of my
staff pointed out that the Embassy had no authority
to make such a guarantee and that it was entirely
for the British covernment to decide whether these
people should be admitted to Palestine. In conclusion
the Turk official was reminded of the unfortunate
effret which Turkey's refusal to permit these refu-
gees to land might have on pﬁblic opinion in the
United States particularly since Turkey is now a
member of the United Nations.

Sent to London repeated to the Department as

No. 450.

PLOKER

JiB




MAR 3.1 1945

Pear Dr. Goldmann: !

/ Through the American Embasay in London, Dr. L.
Zelmanovits has requested that the following meassge be
delivered to you: ; \

“On ‘the exchange vessel, Drottninghols,
there are 134 Jewlsh repastriates from Germeny
released as part of a group of 700 Turkish
citizens. They have no papers. It is feared
{1) that Turkish Governmeni may not let them
enter Turkey, and (2} that the Turkish Govern-
ment may not consider them as Turkish exchangees
and consequently refuse to releage in exochange
for them an cequivalent aumber of Germens which
might entail the réturn of the Jewleh refugees
to Germany. It is requested that the War Rofugee
Bosrd intervene with the Turkish @overnment on
behalf of these 134 Jewieh refugees with & view
to letting thenm enter Turkey on humanitarian
grounds and especlally with & view to having an
equlvalent number of Germans relegsed in order
that the exchangs of these refugess may be com-
pleted. Should Turkey refuse entry Lo them, it :
18 raquested thet War Bafuges Board arrange Ior -
then to go to UNRRA casmp at Philippeville. - F¥essel
2:8 egaroute to Lisbon whence it will continue %o

ar East.

. She Wer Refugee Board, in cocoperailon with the
Department of State, is investigeting the foregolng matter
and you will be kept adviased of develepments.

Very traly yours,
(Siﬁned} ¥111iam 0'Dwye?

11liem O!'Dwyer
Executive Diregtor

. /
Dz. Nahum Soldmann,
vorld Jawish Congress,
1834 Bposdway
_Rew York 23, H. %

FR1hd §/30/45 M_, ' : : -




Karch 31, 19456

Lear Mr, Leavith:

The following message for you from Harold Trobe was
received through the United States Zmbasay in Tdisbon under
date of Harch 30, 19451

hrotninghoim arrived left Lisbon yesterdsy with
133 TFuricieh Sephardics ex Bergen Belsgen en route
Istanbul for exchange, Oroup left Bergern Belsen
March 4 embarked Drottningholm at Goteborg where
they received clothing, food, sone money Irom
community, Ship then proceeded Liverpool where
Hzgter bread, ot cetsra pub sbroad, Group ine
cludes 22 women lately interned Revenbruck two
Ausehwitz five Thereslenstadt, Understand be-
tween 45 and 5O thousand persons still intemed
Fergen Belsen many vhom lately transferred from
eamps Poland including Birkenaun, Hepoxrh group
165 8Spanish Sepherdles from Athens stlll Bergen
Heleen but expected leave camp soon for Swidzer-
land, Ravensbruek hes approximetely 50 thousand
internees among whon 5 thousand Jawe mostly
Hungarisns, Conditions camps tarribdle bub no
basic change since last relisble reports but 81l
pereons urge food bo sent camps, Drottmingholm
avoup previously resided Italy, France, ilolland,
Belgium, Germeny, Poland and moed 6f thom anxlous
irmigratoe Palestine, We distributed Board money
put fresh fruito abasrd attended personal noeds .
pasaengers, Ship will stop Port Said en route
Istanbul,®

Tory traly yours,

Florence Xodel
Asplstant Executive Direcior

Mr, ¥, A, Leavitt, Secretary,
American Jevish Joint Distribution conmittae.
270" Madieon Avenue,

: . Hew York 16 York
i . VEasting. lsm ¢ Jﬁ*ﬁ
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L1AIS s
BGNTRUL BUP IM"Q'"’ Doted Harch 30, 1945

Rec'd 9:45 p.m.

]

Scoretary of State,

@

Washingtona

692, Thirtieth

WQB 372 JDC 208

F9§ LEAVITT FROM HAROLD TﬁaBE.

DROTNINGHOLM arrived left Lisbon ycsterday with
133 Turkish Seghardios ex Be;gen Belscn cn route Istanbul
for oxchange. Group left Borgen Belsen March 4 embnrked
DROTENINGHOLM at Goteborg vhere they received clothing,
food, some money from community. Ship then proceeded
Liverpool where Easter bread, etrcetera p%t aboard.
Group includes 32 women lately interned Ravenbruck two
iuschwitz five Théresicnstadt. Understand between 45
and 80 thousand persons still 1nterncd Bcrmen Belsen
many whom lately transferred from cnmps Polqna including

)
Birkenau, BReport group 155 Spanish quhwrdlcs from

[t

soon for Switzerland. Ravonsbruck h

Athens still Bergen Belsen but cxpecﬁcd 1eave camp

e
Lo

50 thousand intersees among Vhom 5't ews moéﬁlm
Hungarians. Conditions camps terrible»but no bwsio

ohange sincc




~2-692, Thirtieth, from Lisbon,

changc since last reliable repords but all persons urge
food be sent camps. DROTTNINGHOLM group previously
resided Italy, France, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Poland
and most of them anxious inmigrate Palcstine. We distribe
uted Board money put fresh fruits aboard attended
personal needs passcngers. Ship will stop Port Said

en route Istanbul,.

CROCKER
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Sevmg R IRt i L
DEPARTMENT . [NCOM]NG - DIVISION OF .
. OF ) T CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
i i 'i’“; N , L Aaiﬁ
L1 11-1796 TLondon ,f’,d at :‘L"(/ S
Distribution of #&rue 'Cdg
reading only by special Daged Mereh 28, 1945 (’C?
arrangement. W)
Rec'd 1:10 p.m. !i;L;QJbv
Seeretery of State, 7 '
Yashington.
3186, ¥arch 28, noon.
7 ]
A FOR VWRB.
t y /
, Dr. L. Zrlmanovits of World Jewish Congress,
é London reports that there &re on the exchan,E VESSEL
£ . Fi
-2 DROTTNIHGITOII 134 JE@ish repatriates from Germany who
hi=d
g were relessed as part of a group of 700 Turkish citizens.
2w &
i e These Jewish repstriates have no papers. Z elmanovits
P et
I ©
ez @ fears (one) that Turkish Government mey not 1let these
7 s )
& E g Jewish refugees enter Turkey and (two) that the Turkish
s 2 ’
Government may not consider them as Turkish Exzchange=s
e aa——.

T e ety (F )

and consequently refuse to release in exchange for them
an equivalent number of Germansg which might entail the
return of the Jewish refugees to Germany. He requests
the RB to intervene with the Turkish Government on
brhall of these 134 Jewish refugees with g view to
1letting thﬁm enter Turkey on humanitarian greunds and
especially with a viEQ to having an equivalent nunib £r
of Germans released in order that the exchange of these

refugees may bWeE completed. should Turkey refuse entry

to Lhem

' DECTLASSIFTED
State Dept. Letter, :lq-lé-g21
. 4

By ‘R. H. Parks Date_ . ee K 1972




~2~#3186, Karch 28, noon, from London.

%o them he reqyests that WRB arrangt for them %o go to
UNRRL camp at Pﬁilippavills. Vessel new en route to
Lisbon whence it will continue to Near Easﬁ. He reguests
that substance of foregoing also be transmikted to Dr.
Mahum Géldman, World Jewish Congress, New York City.

This message repeated to Ankara as 19 for informaticn

of VIRB representative and of Fewish Lgency for Palestine.

HWINANT

JT




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Istanbul
March 26, 19456

Dear General O{Dwyer:

I have today delivered to the proper official of the
American Consulate General at Istanbul, to be forwarded to
you by diplomatic poucp leaving Istanbul on March 27, nine
sealed packages of records of the Istanbul Office of the
War Refugee Board, the contents of which are divided into the
following groups: .
Local activities in Turkey
Correspondence with Ambassador Steinhardt
Antalya Shipping Organization
aJreece
M. Balabanoff
Bulgaria
Depositions
Vaad Hahatzalah Emergency Committee
Hicem
Hungary
Interoffice memoranda
Emergency Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Europe

with International Rescue and Relief Committee
Jewish Agency for Palestine
Joint Distribution Committee : ’
Correspondence with HEmbassy (other than with Ambassador)
Miscellaneous letters - .
Dr. Magnes, President, Hebrew University, Palestine
5. S. Mefkura
Memoranda of conversatlions
Minutes of meetings
Miscellaneous .
S. S8s. Morina, BUlblll and Mefkura )
Corresponderice with Executive Directors Pehle and O'Dwyer
Reports received by Istanbul 0ffice of Board
Rumania -
Statistics
S, 5. Tari
Reports to Board in Washington made by I. A. Hirschmann

These nine packages will be traqsmittéd as "confidential"
and will be registered, under the numbers 404 to 412, inclusive.
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There were forwerded to you as of March 25, 1945,
one package containing two books of coples of telezrams
sent and telegrams received by the Board's office in ,/
Istanbul, two packages each containing a volume of "Frojects"
of the War Refug;ee Board, end a fourth package containing
highly confidential materisl. These four packages were sent
by confidential po=ch, "top secret", snd bore the registered
nutbers 399 to 402.

The records described in this letter comprise the complete
files of the Board's Istanbul office,

Sincerely yours,

s -E- T /
Virginia D, Henderson 2

War Refugee Board

Brig. Gen. William O!'Dwyer
Executive Director

War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.




7iroinia . Henderson
) jar nefu,ee Zoard
} § THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

c/o Tnited States “moassy
hnksra, Turkey
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Brig. %en. Williem O'Dwyer
Bxecutive Director

#ar Refugee Board

United States Treasury Buildin%
15th and Pennsylvania Avenue, X, W.
Weshington 25s Y. Y.




THE FOREIGN SERVICE . . i
OF THE T
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Istanbul, March 24, 1945

Dear eneral O'Dwyer:

There 1is forwarded herewith a letter received
by me today from Mp. Arthur Fishzohn, Istanbul repre-
sentative of the American Joint Distribution Committes,
with its enclosures which set out the presently
avallable Information conerning the whereabouts and
condition of 55 Jewish refugees who escaped from Rhodes.

It is believed that you will find this material
of interest.

“

Sincersly yours,

ﬂ L - L4
Viréinia D. Henderson

War Refugee Board. .

Brig. Gen. William O!'Dwyer
kxecutive Director

War Refugee Board

Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Encls: Letter and =nclosures
re. refugees from
Island of Rhodes
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
c/o Americsan Consulate General
Istanbuld
" harch 24th, 1945
iy, Yirginia Hernderson
4ar Refuas-e Board n
Arericsn Gonsulate B
Desy rs. Henderson
e z oa
today forwarded to our Lishbon Office.
Arthur Fighzoj
.
1
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¢/o Arerican Consulate General ,
Istanbul - ) ;

March 23rd, 1945
Ref. No. &

American Joint bistribution Committee v
tr. darold Trobe

Lisbon i

bear uir. Trobe:

In your letter of February 19th, you asked for a general
report concerning Rhodes. It has been confirmed to us that
there were a 1000 Jews in Rhodes of which all were deported
during the period of occupation with the bare exception of 55,
who managed to escape and perhaps two or three hdlderly persons
who managed somehow to remain in Rhodes. #e are attaching
two copies of the list giving the names and such other information
as is available concerning the %5 who escaped from Rhodes.

Sincerely Yours,

Arthur Fishzohn

mrd: two lists.
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; . ; Report on the Situation of the Jewish refugees from Rhodes who
i ’ arrived in HMarmaris,

, Out of 55 refugees from Rhodes who arrived in Larmaris,
| . 12 are in Izmir, 4 in Istanbul, 2 in Cyprus, 5 on the island of
| 5imi, 1 in Frethiye, 14 on the islan@ of Cazos and 17 are still in
X Marmaris.

12 refugees in Izmir:

l; TURIEL Giathilde 36 yrs. old (These 3 persons are Turkish
2 " ir "

Boas " subjects. The husband, Daniel
3) " wlio T " " Turiel, being an Italian subject
: : is in Narmaris),
4; ANATO Elise 28 " ®*  (These 4 persons are Turkish .
5 " Maurice g " " subjects. The husband; Isaac
6) *daught. Lucie T " " Amato being an Italian subject is
T) " Lina 4 " " in Marmaris)
8) = CALVQ David 60 " " (all 3 are Turkish subjects)
9)  wife Rachel 60 " " #*
10) dauvught. lathilde 35 " "

11) TARIKA Nissim (wi-
dow) 38 " " (both Turkish subjects)
12) son Sami 16 " "

4 refugces in Istanbul:

lg SORIANQO Victoria 34 ® " (These 3 persons &re Turkish subjects.

2 son Elio 12 » " The husband, lkaurice Soriano,

3) daught. Rita 4 " " being an Italian subject, is in
Marmaris).

4) GALIMIDI Abram '  (Turkish subject. His wife and
daughter lhave arrived in Istanbul
a long time ago).'

2 refugees in Cyprus:

1) TARIKA Haim ) 39 " " (Both Italian subjects. Sent to

2) wife  Amelie 30 " n Cyrpus on the 2.1.1945).

5 refugees in the island of Simi:

1) ALHADEFF Jacques 38 " " (All 3 are Italian subjects. Sent
& 2) wife Batami 30" " ‘to Simi-.on the 6.1.1945) - :
3 son Isaac 9 " n ' : )

4) MAYO Jacob (see page 2).

VINESICYW 1011 DIIBIBAUOK COWWILIEE




4) MAY0 Jacob’ 60 yrs. old (Both Italian sﬁbjects, sent to
5) wife Wari simi on the 25.1,1945)

1) refugee in Fethiye:

1) MAIRI (Miriam) (Purkish s ubject, staying with
her sister established in kethiye
(Mak¥i). Miriam is the mother-
ine=law of Abner Sadis, who was
sent to the island of Cazos
with his wife),

'

14 refugees on the island of Cazos:

1) 1LEON Rosa 24 yrs. old (Italian subjects. Sent to Cazos
. on the 11.2.1945) /

2) SADIS Abner " " " n n ",
3) wife msther -

4) BALZANO ~- " " " " " "
5) wife Vida -
6) child -~ :

T7) ZRLANIKLI Zimbul 40 v " " " " " " "

8) HUNYO -~ (All four Italian subjects. The

9) wife Rebecca *  hushand is Christian, the wife

10) child -- and the children are Jewish.

1) " - Sent to Cazos on the 11,2.1945).

12) FRANCO -- (A1l three Italian subjects. Sent

13) wife Esther to Cazos on the 11.2.1945) - :

14) child -

The above 14 persons were very needy and had no relatives or friends
in Izmir. Having no material help and no protection, they were sent
to Cazos. .

17 refugees in Marmaris:

1) SORIANO m1i 75 yrs. old (Italian subject)
n "

2) wife Rosa 65 " "

3) SORIANo Maurice 40 " " " "

4; AMATO Albert 40 " " " _

5) wife Renata 35 ® " " )

6; daught. Lina g " " " " \
7) mother Rachel = (Turkish subject) -
8; MENASCHE Benzion 60 " *  (Italian subject)

9 wife Caden 50 " " ] "

10) TURIEL Daniel 46 " " n "

VINEGICYW 0L DIZIBIBNUOW COWWNIEE
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11) AMATO 1Isasac 39 yrs. old (Italian subject)
12) ALHADWF Josef 40 " " n
13) wife Sara 38 . " " " "
143 Hunyo == - (All four are Italian éubjects.
15 wife Bouli 3 v o" The husband is Chlistian, the
16; son -- wife and children are Jewish.
17 daughter -~ ) The wife will have another

baby shortly).

The above 17 persons were living in good material conditions in

tthodes and could remain in Marmaris owing to the intervention of

their friends in Turkey, whom they asked to obtain for them the

authar ization to remain here temporarily. While the resp. formalities
are being carried on, - these 17 persons have been authorized to

stay in i.armaris. ‘When the formalities will be condluded favourabley,
they will be able to travel to Istanbul or Izmir where they huve
relatives. The 17 persons expressed their desire o obtain certifi-
cates of immigration for Palestine. It seems however that they
applied for those in their anxiety (in case the reshdt of negotiations
should turn out to be negative) of being sent on to an island. ~ The
catificate would therefore be for them only a means of escaping
internment on a desert island. They settling in Palestine would

only be temporary, as they all wish to return to Rhodes, as soon as
this will bepossible.

Istanbul, 22.2;1945

YHEKICYW YOUAL DI2LEIBNLIOW COWIMIZLEE




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Istanbul, karch 23, 1945

Dear enerel O'Dwyer: ;

There are enclosed herewith statistical data
reflecting the movement of refugees through Td?key
en route to Palestine for the months of Jsmary and
February 1945. You will note that the 626 persons
who arrived in lIstanbul in two groups on Jaqpary 5
and departed on January 7, 1945, are the Stara Zagora
detainees referred to in our telegrams to you of ,
January 6, 8 and 9., Only local immigrants left Istanbul
for Palestine during the month of February. There was
no movement of immigrants from Turkey during the first
half of March.

@

The various relief organizations in Istanbul, which
have in the past furnished reports and data to the
Istanbul Office for transmission to the Washington Office
of the ¥War Refugee Board, have been advised that the
Board will wish to continue to receive this meterial,
and that with the closing of the Bosrd's office in
Istanbul the Ambzssador has kindly accorded to them the
privilege of forwarding it through the Embassy b
diplomatic pouch, “

JAccording to our records, the Istanbul Committee. of
the Vaad Hahatzalah Emergency Committee of New York and
the International Rescue and Rellef Committee have not as
yet accounted for the expenditure of all funds received by
them under Treasury license, which license provides that
no expenditures shall be made therefrom without the consent
of the Ambassador and/or a representative of the War Refugee
Board. They have been asked to furnish current accounts
at an early date.

Very truly yours,

Virginia D. Henderson

Brig. Gen, William O'Dwyer
#xecutive Director

War Refugyee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Encl: Statistical data
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Immi rants whao laft for Palestine between

Local Immi rants:

Adults it i .. B

Youbhs (B 115) vhtuvny B8 uuivirunnvinnnerinnnennnnnnnn. 74 -

Bul.arlan Immigsrants:

Adults ....... Cie e 16
Youths (Biii) ...... -
Children wilth perents ..5 . e

nungsrisn Lol rants:

Adults o.vuv.... P 11
Youths (B 1ii) 12
Chiildren with parents --- ..

itomanian Immi, rants:

Advlts soviiiaae.... 211
Youths (B 1i1) ..... 20

Children with prrents 29 ..,.

Polish Imnigrants:

Adults s.vvvien.ae.. 185
Youths (B iii) ..... 39

Children with parents 26 ....

fotal No. of all immi_rants:

§.B.: rigures marked (a) to (d) compose

from Romania % Bulgesria vigz:

a) Bulgarians who joined group of 601 fr. Romania

b) Hungarian refu.,ees among " "
c) Romanians n " "
d) Polish refugces " " "

i Total Wo. of group¥*.....
#*) see specification page 2.

Istanbul, 18, 3, 45

teee.28

s 330

group of 629 which arrived

Jan. lst and Jan. 31st 145

Total Ko
Local
imm.

Total No

9 - Foreign

imm,

21 pers,



Adults

irar

Others:

629 persons
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March 26, 1945 !

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Harold Trobe was re-
ceived tirgugh the United States Embassy in Lisbon under date
of March 23, 1945:

“Julius Hnettner, Jefish Refuges Committes Gotehorg,
advises 150 Turkish Jews ex-Burgen-Belsen Theresien-
stadt salled aboard DROTTHINOHGIM for Liverpool for
repatriation Turitey. FHave asksd London obtsin all
poesible information concerning this group and thsir
- destination since poesible it identical with grm:p
155 Sephardies deported from Athens and Saloniguse to
Bergen-Belsen in April 1944. Will keep you advised.

Vory truly yaurs.

F , Hodek:
'\lSi.gned) Floronse Ep

Florence Hodsl .
Assistant Executive Director

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
270 Madison Avenus,

Bew York 16, New York.

v

o R HEHutchigon: ‘73/26/45




DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
| afe  TeLeomaw  SiEses
i XIR-a69 o PLAIN
L o Lisbdn

Dated March 23, 1945

Ree'd 11:15 p.m,

-Seéretary 6f: Statec

X S0 g G
Washington ’3?%3%;
HY
634, Twenty-third B
- X

WRB Sé% JLC 201 FOR LEAVITT FROM HAROLD TROBE,
Julius HuEttﬁEr, JewYsh Refugee Committee -
Goteborg, advises 150 Turkigh JEWS Ex—BErgEn—BElsan
Theresienstadt sailed aboard DROTTNI%&HOLM for Liverpool
for repatriation Turké&, Have asked London obtain
all possible information concerning this group and
their destination since possible it identical with
group'155 Szpha;dics deported from Athang and Saloﬁiqus
to Bergen-Belsen in April 1944. Will keEeEp you advissd.:

CROCKER
LMs




Mareh 14, 1945

Dear ¥r. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Herold Trobe was
received through the United States Embessy in Iisbon under
date of Merch 12, 1945:

"Wigh advise Sely Mayer paid account George Usherall::
350.000 Swiss francs account S8 TORDS paseages malk-
ng totsl patd from specisl fund 1.518.500 Swiss
france.” ‘

Very truly yours,

[

Florence Hodel
Assistant Executive Director

¥r. M. A. leavitt, Secretary, '
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
270 ¥adison Avenue, - o

Rew York 16, New Yorik.
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_JEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
OF , CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SEGTION
' : 7’&(/411; doof A
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R3-816 O%TAIN
/

Lisbon

Dated March 12, 1945

-

Rec'd 7:28 a.m,, 13th

Secrctary of State

IV
Washington sjﬁ ﬁ ﬁ

535, Twelfth
x '

|
WRB 353 JDC 196 FOR LEAVITT FROM HAROLD TROBE
X

l i
Wish advise Saly Mayer pald account George Usberall

1
350,000 ISWiss francs account S8 TOROS passages making

total paid from special fund 1,518,500 Swiss francs.,

CROCKER
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CENTRAL SERVICES
: =
STATE TELEGRAM . TELEGRAPH SECTION
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LC- 162b o f19iS JAN 26 py 4 5A2nkara
Distribution © rue
reading only by 8 ecial Dated January 25, 1945
arrangement. *HYL}\TIONS ' .
RECQRD Rec'd 1:29 a.m., 26th
(LIAISON )

gecretary of State,

e CDNTHUL GOPY

130, January 25, 4 p.m-
% .
PROM KATZKI TO PEHLE ViLR REFUGEE BOARD.

Ankarats No. 32
7

The following statistics, one year after the

creation of the4War Refugee “Board, relating to rescue
and emigration activities from the Balkans via
Turkey to pPalestine for the calendar year 1944, will
e of interest to the.board. The total number of
ersons who passed in transit through Turkey proceeding
pPalestine excluding 282 peoble?from Holland exX~
anged for Germén nationals in July 1is 6527 (fepeat
6827). Of this number 1392 came from Bulgaria, 163
from Hungary, 4439 from Rumenia and 539 friom Greece.

T4 should be noted, however, thatlpersons included ) : %

under Rumania comprise not only Rumanlan nationals

but a large proportion of Pollsh, §lovakian, Ruthenian | — - i

i

' _ oy and H{m”m*ia?n
)

ats D g{é.
By HfParks DnteSEE 15 1972 ok
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2- #130, January 25, 4 pem., from Ankaré

and Hungarian refugees Who succeeded}in escaping. to
Rumania.
 The total of 6527 includes 1737 children end
youths up to the age of 18 years. Approximatelyr N
1,000 were orphans repatrlated from Transnistria
Ln additional 327 accompanied their parents and the
palance comprises. children emigrating without parentgl
411 the refugées from Greece escaped by Hea. '
10 groups arrived ?y sea from Constanza using vessels
of Bulgarian reéistry 5 times and Turk vessels 5
times. An 1lth group from Constanza was lost with
the sinking of the MEFKURLs Other refugees ffom Bulgaria
and Rumania arrived by’railroadw-
7 Thus far in January 628 additlonal persons
from Rumanla (the StaraZagora detainees) have passed
through Turkey proceeding: to Palestlne.
The success of thlS rescue work, as yoﬁ
previously have been informed, is attrlbutable to
the breaking of the bottle neck into Turkey as &
result of the efforts of Ambassador Steihardt and

the WRB.

| STETNHARDE

EE& '..
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Istgnbul, January 20, 1945

Feraonal snd -

Thank you for returning the two newspaper articles
concerning Berison's Emergency Committee.

Dear ir. Ambassador:

I share your views regerding the misstatements and
distortions which appear in thése articles, especisally
the Smertenko statement. We, im Turkey, the Department
through the Embassy's dlspatches, snd the War Refugee Board
throuzh our own, know the true state of faets. I do hope
that at the time Smertenko made his statements someone 4
took the Hrouble publicly to set the record straight. I
think that if we were to attempt it now from Turkey, 1t
would be a raking over of dead coals, since the statement
was made on August 8 of last year, and a denial may only
result in newspaper polemlecs, before which we wou'!d be
helpless as i1t might take another six months befo¥e we learn
of them. The timeliness of a correction perhaps has long
passed, and we can only hope that it was done while the
matter was still fresh in the minds of the readers of the
New York Post. I know that certain of the people of the
War Refugee Board are close to the New York Post editorial
staff, and 1t may well be that the correct Information,
formally or informally, hess already besen msde available.

If you disegree with my polnt of view, then I think

the procedure would be for me to send
for release through War Refugee Board
might be in keeping wlth the lines of

something to Pehle
channels, so that it
the Board in 1its

relations with Bergson's Commlttee, and so that the Board
will be in a positlon to take up whatever backelash there
might be. I wou d appreciate your advising me.

Viith kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Herbert Katzkl

Honorable Laurence A. Stelnhardt
Ambassador to Turkey
American Embassy

Anksara
_ DECLASSIFIED

EEIVH " Btate Dept. Letter, 1;11€§ 15 1972

Bv R H. Parks Date_ M




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Personal and -

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Ankara, January 17, 1945,

Dear Herbert:

Thank you for your letter of January 16. In
accordance with your request I am returning herswith
the two articles enclosed with -your letter.

e <

Of course, the statement of Smertenko that Turkey
shelters 50,000 Jewish refugees and has requested the
United States and Great Britain to evacuate:these R
people now in Turkish camps so that it can admit more
victims of Nazl aggression is completely ang wholly
false. So far as I am/aware, all of the Jewlsh
refugees who entered Turkey have promptly been moved
on to Palestine with the exception of those who, by
thelr own preference, have wished to remain in Turkey
and have succeeded in doing so -- and enjoying complste
liberty. Nor, so far as I am aware, have there ever
been any Turkish camps for Jewish refugees. Qulte the
contrary. The Turkish government has at all times
declined to establish such camps and has met the issue
by providing trensportation to Palestine.

I do not think that an lnaccurate statement of
this kind should be allowed to stand unchallenged. You
may wish, therefore, to prepare a telegram to the War
Refugee Board suggesting that it glve adequate publicity
to a denial of Smertenko's statements ‘and to caution the
general public not to lend credence to statements by
individuals who either do not know what they are tal king
about, do not take the trouble to ascertain the facts
or & distort the facts,

I also

/

Mr. Herbert Katzki,
War Refugee Board,
Istanbul,

- DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letteér, 1.11-72

By R H. Puks Dato_SEP. 15 1972




-2 .

I also suggest that you may wish to write o
letter to the New York Post, either for publication,
or a strilctly confidentlal letter, with the request
that the Post publish a denial in whatever form it
thinks most desirable. Such a letter might also
briefly review the cooperative attitude of the Turkish
Government in connection with the movement of the
Jewlsh refugees in transit to Palestine. In point of
faet, Smertenko's statement would seem to afford you ‘
an opportunity, 1f you care to selze 1t,. of a review
in the ¥ew York Post of the accomplishments here --
together with some of the problems we have had to face,
The Wew York Post has shown more interest in the
refugee problem than any of the other New York daily
newspapers and 1t seems the appropriate vehicle for
such a letter. As to the artiele in the Washington
Post, I am sorry to see this newspaper /backing away
in this article from its exposure of Bergson,

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely yours,
Retesae Ao

/

%
E
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FROU: Amoriean Sdbassy, Ankera T e
- -
T0: seeretery of State, Washington )
DATED: Jenuary 18, 195 (Zsc'd Jan. 19

A

= " amm OUNTROL COPY

he Ambassacor transimits the following personal message for Mr. John

pehle of the Wer Fefugee Rourd,
Your thoughtful telegrams end perticularly the éencroua sentiments
to which you have given expresclon are very much apprecisted by me. It
ie my desire alsc to record the unfailing coopsration which I have
recoived at all timss {rom you personally, as well as from the War Refugee
Board representatives,
/

STHIRHARDT

\

DC/L: MAS s HIX 1-20-45

’ DECLASSIFIED .
l i State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

S ' By R. H. Parks pato SERL D 1972




, ;F‘?Ei’XRTMENT ' OUTGOING . __ DIVISION OF
| STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH seCTION
. JHE Jenuary 15, 1945
2 Dalle o
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Ana followlng parsonally for Ambaseador Trom Pehls is
YRY 136,

A

I am hapuy to notes your cucgesaful persoual 1nterven—
tion with The rurkish Government with resnect to tne trans-
portation of the 626 emigrants from Rumania who ate now in
Yaleetine. 7

I vant to take thle opportunity to extend to you gt
personal tuhante for all that you have done for the Yar
Refugse Board in Turke& and I wileh you luek and sugness on

“¥your fniew assignment.

G (Acting)
Frizmiey

For -security reasins the
texh of this mesaage must
be closely guarded.

VIRB s MMV 3 5 N
1/18/46

=

DRCLASSIFIED .
Btato Dépt: Letter, 1-11- 72

\ | V By R- H.Pnrks Date_ S LT, SEP 15 1972




PEHSOHAL TO AMPASSABOR STEINHARDT, ANKARA, FROM J. W. PEHLE, WAR
REFUIEE BOARD,

I am happy to note your sugcessful personal intervention
with the Turkish Oovernmant with respect to the trenspertation
of the 626 eumigrants from Rumsnis who are now in Palestine.

I want to take this eopportunity to extend to you my persuﬁal ‘
thenks for all that you have dons for the War Refugee Board in ‘

Turkey and I wish you luck and suogese on your new assignuent,

THIS IS YRB ANKARA CABLE WO, 136.

434—5 Peile . -
dJanuary 13, 1945

Miss Chauncejr (for the Sec'y) Ackergann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury; DuBois,
Gaston, Hodel, Marks, McCormack, Pehle, Files

CWM%

FHha 1/13/45




FROK: A A

Jerusalen

[RINE S

TC: seeretary of Stotc

singhon

DETED: Jan ary 11, 154% *
<
NUHBER: 10 ' BUNTRBL BUPY

The Chlcf Secretery informed me, durlng a discussion

v
of immlgrstion *ol ey, thet condltlons now apoear easier than
they were some weeks sgo when flood of 11llegal immivrants
‘ was antielpated, Yhe Chief Seeretary stated that the Covernment

of Turkey had been informed of withdrawsl of blanket vermission

for Jews escaping fro into Turkey to enter Palestine
and now sdmlaslon will be aranted only to those coming within
the allotted cuatas, Therefore, Turkey will need entry certificates
prior to issulng iransit visss he stated thus controlling at |
the source the immlgration, ' |

lsecently sume 8ix hundrﬂd in excess of the quota were

Btopped at frontier of Bulgeria, however arrasngements were nace
whereby they would e charged to October when only a very
smell number came for eatrance., Further/ thc quota trouble
they are sald to have had difficulty with the Soviet dathﬁit“%

,‘K A TRumania and some were children born in Transnistria to whose

emigration was objleeted 1o by Soviet authorities, Finally

. all difficulties were solved and today they are due in Palestine.

O/LiHLe | R TON

DC/L i MLG . DECLAS!

1-13~46" 4 j State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 ‘972
By R. H. Parks Dntq_SELl 5

Note: (*) Apparent omimsion correction to follow,
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Jerusalen

TO: Secretary of State, W

DATEDS January 11, 1845 5 .
HUZBER: 10 BBNTRBL SOPY

In the second paragraph, line five, of the above message
delete autho(*) umania® and insert " authoritles a8 they originated
in Rumania'. The 1line should then read "with the doviet authorities

as they originated in Kumania and gome were childrefi" ete.

PINKERTON

. DC/L:EMS

le24=45

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 5 1972
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% <DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
i - COMMUNICATIONS
| STATE TELEGRAM = AND REGORDS
JiP-1220 Anke ) g~ L :
Distribution of true ’ mars ]/L
reading only by,speciaI‘ Dated January 9, 1945

arrangement. { )
Rec'd 9:02 p.ine

Secretary of State

| CUNTRQL EQP‘{ ,

i

Y

4?, January 9, 3 pe.its =

|
)

P FROM KATZKT TO PLELE WRB ANKARA'S NO, f{,
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% = The two contingents of emigrants froﬁiﬁumaqga 5
! < |REEMBS 31 January 6 and 38 Januery 8 Ankara's s, E

yid and 3) comprising 626 persons, corrected count,

H - ~
; + who had becn detained at Starazagora, departed from
R -

~{stanbul for Palestine as one group on January 7. .

<o

o The furkish authorities provided a special train

Y secuft

for this purpose in accordance with Ambassador

ful
a3
e
-

hub

$teinhardt's general agreement with the Turkish

|

Foreign Office regarding railroad facilities, which
has now been terminated by the Turks as a result of
the withdrawal of British approvadl.

7 Tt should be noted that the special train was
made available by the Turk Government at Ambassador
Steinhardt's personal request despite the railroads

difficult seasonal transportation problems, . . = i3 '

STEINHARDT =
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Secretary of State

CONTROL gopy

U 38, January 8, 1 p.m,
© : L8 .
X FROM KATZKI T0O PEHLE WRB, ANKARAS.NO. é

The second and final contigent of étarazagora

detainees (REEMBS 2438, December SO'Ankara's 207

e e e it 1 v .

For sc

.;{ and 31 January 6 No, 2) numbering 259 persons

proceeding to Palestine from Rumania arrived in

Istanbul by ra;lroad on January 6, For your inform-
ation, the group comprised mainly f;lish nat?onals
who succeeded in £scaping to Rumania and who had been
in that country for some time. The emigxants\
were admitted to Turkey in transit as a result of
Ambazsador Sésinhardt'ijﬁimuﬂLiniﬁryggiigngwith;w4
the British Ambassador in Ankara, under the
circumstances and conditions previously reported.
After the complicated téchnigal formalities,
and the necessary Palestine entry ﬁgd other transit
visas have been secured;--the- emigrants will proceed: ———— —--

to Palestine by railroads ft“ﬂapglannsd that they

depart during the week of January 7, s
‘ DECLASSIFIED Y A ;
IM State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE -
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Personal . ) C
?rﬁ_‘j - Ankara, January 6, 1945.

v

Dear Herbert:

In reply to your personal letter of January 5,
T have sent both telegrams as drafted in as much as
I see no good reason for eliminating the last /
paragraph in the longer telegram concerning refugees.
The paragraph in gquestion states the facts for which
neither the War Refugee Board, nor you, nor the
Embassy is responsible and over which we have no
control. Accordingly, I could see no reason for your
not putting on the record that of which the Viar
Refugee Board already has presumptive knowledge even
though the individuals in Washington dealing with
this movement may not have drawn rgalistic conclusions
from the announcement of the new British policy with
respect to immigration into Palestine from the
Bdlkans. Another way of putting it is that the War
Refugee Board has been informed of the British quota
restrictions and presumably has understood that tg;s
will 1imit the movement of Jewish refugees to Palbstine
via Turkey to the amount of the quotas fixed by the
British government. : :

In so far as concerns the policy of the War
Refugee Board, it will have to. decide whether 1t
chooses to approach the British government on the
subject or to accept the quotas fixed by it. . Under
these circumstances, 1t seemed to me preferable that
the last paragraph should remaln in the telegram 80O
that the War Refugee Board has 1t squarely put up to
1t whether 1t wishes to take any action in approaching
the British government or feels that 1ts functions

, are
Mr. Herbert Katzki,
. War Refugee Boarad,
Istanbul. N . ) T
~ o e il
_ ot o
DECLASSIFIED ,(
Btate Dept, Letter, 1-11.78

$
By R. H. Parks Date, SEP_“;]' 8 1972 {,)/(’ \Q\‘\ .
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are limited to ﬁescue operations and not to inter~-
vening into,the Palestine immigratlion question on
pehalf of Jewish refugees, whose lives are no
longer in danger.

It is my impression -- which I believe you'
share =-- based on one or two telegrams from the War
Refugee Board some time back that it has already
taken the position that its activities are confined
to rescuing Jewish refugees whose lives are in
danger and not to intervening into the controversial
field of Jewlsh immigration into Palestine, 1f for
no other reason than that to do so would be to
place an American government agency in the position
of differing with the British white paper policy
on Palestine. :

It is my own opinlon, which I glve you for what
1t may be worth, that if and when the British white
paper policy is to be challenged, such action should
be taeken on the highest level and frankly and openly
discussed between the American and British govern=~
ments rather than that 1t should be raised by an
agency of the Americen government constituted for
rescue purpoaes indirectly as a result of a minor
issue. -

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours, /
L e

4
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gOh ¥~TZKI TO PEHLE WRB A“KDR- 1§

Authorization for admlssion into Turkey in transit
having been granted by the fark Poreign Office 360 peraons
including children repatriated from E;ansnistria, refugees
from Hungary, Slovakia and Poland who had succeeded in
gscaping to Rumania and Rumanian nationals all proceeding
to Palestine arrived in Istanbﬁl by railroad Qn January 5.
This group is the first contingent of thE,Eﬁigrants who
had been detained at s%arazagora and Svilingrad Bulgaria
(see Embassy's 2402, December 22 Ankara's 205 and 2438
December 30 Ankara's 207) and has now bEEN admitted %o
Turkey in The same manner as garlier immlcrants under the ? i
general agreement prior to its termination By thE”Brltlsh <
Embassy. This was accomplishied as g rﬁsu}t of Ambassador ‘
Séeinhardt's jnsistence with:the British Ambassador that

;‘gi},gf the Starazagora

in view of all of the clrcumstang
GLUPIAED
detainees receive the benefit of the agreement Even,though

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dépt. Letter, 1-11-72

‘1 ’ 7 - | o By R, H. Parks Dato OEE SEP 18 1972

terminated
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=2~ 31, January 6, 3 p.m, from Ankara

terminated before their arrival at the Turk frontier, The

remaining detainees are expected to Arrive in Istanbul from f
Stalingrad within thE next few days. After the necessary .
Palestine entry visas and transit visa reissued in 7
Tstanbul all of the emigrants will depart by railroad for
Palestine.

For your information, according té reports received in
Istanbul emigrants from Bulgaria must now sEcurEVpermission
to leave Bulgaria from the Allisd Control Gommission in
Sofia. ‘

In my obinion, under existing condition§ thE confrql
which the British are now exercising ovtr:i;migfation to
PélEstinE (see Embassy's 2376, 2402, 2438 A;kara's 205'

2054, 207) w111 rzsult in the suspen31on of 1argE group

emigration from Rumania and Bulgaria through Istanbul such

as has bEEn teking place under the simplifisd procEdurE of

the general agrEEmEnt. Future Emlgration, I bEliEVE, will

take placE 1n rsgularlzad, normal’ mannz ‘orr: ths basis Of-+

Palzstins Entry csrtificqtes issued'in advancs in Bucharzst
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Januery 3, 19/5

Terr v, Lewviti:

‘5 7
The foliowing mesisnge oy you frem Kobert Zilpel
“ai recelved through e .merican Legution in Lisbon
ander date of Jamuary &, 19.5:
"JDC L7 . Josewh Goldin Beyoglu sdvizes o

following immigrinis transited Turkey to
Palestine Oetober: from Wumenie 714, from dun—
fary 3, frow Bulgaris 72; Hovembsr: from Rumsnia
8l, from Bulgarisz 43i; Decexber: from Pumenis 396,
frou Bulgaria 198; wltogether 2405 inclucing 566
Hungarisn refugees, 1.0 Polish rufugees, 382
Transnigirian orphsns.®

Very truly yours,
{Signede.w,Yehle | ;

J. H. Pshle
¥xecutive Director

Hr. H. k. Lesviti, veerelary,

Americmn Jewish Joint Listribution
Comuittee,

270 Hedison Avenue,

Xew Yorle 16, New York.

i "

S

RDrury 1/8/45
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Joseph Goldin BEyoglu advises following immirsrants
transited Turkey to Palkstine October from Bopzania 714 from
Hungary 3 from Bulgaria 72 November from Romania 81 from
Bulgéria 431 December from Romania 906 from Bulgaria
198 altogether 2405 including 566 ﬁungarian rEfugEEs 140

v / )
Polish refugees 380 Transistrian orphans.,

NORWEB
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FROL3 ALEIIASSY, <nkara
TO: Secretary of State, Vasnington
DATED: danuary &, 19495

o DONTROL eopy

Thie message vas repeated as 2 to Caserta,
//See your Deéghﬁer 29, 1%44
The position delineated in your above reference 1s
thorouwghly understood hers. Palgétine'eﬁtry cer?lflcates and
Turkféh translt visas are belng suthorized for thls'group of refugees
as a conse~uence of the intervention of this Zubassy with Turkish
and british officilals ao that satisfactory disposal of this matter

has now been achleved,
SYBIRHARDT
DC/L I Es

1-4=-45
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’ Rectd 11:35 Pelte
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Yashington Q&IRHL PY
2%?8, DecembeEr 31, NOON. ! e N
(' B o i - AN HECDSON
. FROM K.TZEI TO PzHLE WRB ALNKARL e
s -
X g<ﬁ Ls a result of Lmbagsador gteinhardt's prompt and rE-
v 3
\ o } peated energetic intErVEntions with the British Ambassador
< | )
\ % t '2 in Ankara, the latter requested and secured authorization
¢
e from the British Fortign Office in Tondon to issuE
? Palestine Entry certificates in Istanbul to thE 630 Emi-
\ % grants proceeding from Rumania to Palestine and detained
\ u} K

For

at Stalingrad Bulgaria (s€EE Embassy's
formed that as a result the Britid

v
quested Turkish

that its decision to terminate the’
made available by the T
was Final and must stand.

steinhardt's insistente

0402). We are.in-
igh Embassy has now re-

Foreign Office to admit thEesE emigrants

into Turkey in transit.

The British Embassy originally hid _taken the position

facilities heretofore
urks undEFP thExg;nEral ggrcsmcnt»

It was 8%,8 result of hmbassador

nee that EX ~made in

behalf
DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. Letter, 1- 11-72

By R. H. Parks Dacesmg 1972
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"compiicated technical dEtails'haVEwbEEnmahnangEdm;

e
i

-2« #2438, DeceEmber 31, noon, from inkara

J .
behalf of these 630 refugces who were subjected to hard-
ship through no fault of their own that the British

Ambassador so recommended to the Foreign Office in London.

In explanation to Aimbassador Steinhardt of his action
in terminating the general agréement without notice to him
and without knowledge that these emigrants were en poute
the British imbassador stated that his ndtic? of teErmina-
tion to the Turkish Foreign Office was gLVEDN pufsuant to
spEcific instructions received from London and in the
belief that British passport control officers who would
bE authorized to issue Palestine entry certificates had
already arrived in éofia and Bucharest. The complication,
he stated, arose out of the non~arrival of .these officsps,
a fact which was not known to him when notiQE of tErmina-
bion was given (i) the tg British émbassy attributed its
failure to notify Aimbassador Stégnhérdt or obther inteErest-
£d persgons to a regrettable oversgight.

Apparently the British Embassy-is now making EVEPy
effort to correct the situation. The .i;\rrj‘_v'arl of the re-

fugees in Istanbul is"ExpEétEdﬂSthtly‘5§;$b6ﬁfaS”thE“;%” S

A full report will be digpatchid.to you by pouchs-

‘STEINHARDT
. e o
e

() Apbarent




Junuary 2, 1945

Lees d: . Lesviits

The following message for you from Robert Pilpel 4
wro rvecelved torough t:e fmericen Legullon in Lisbon
te of Dececber 30, 1944:

our 147 ¢ix hundrea
Tugoso Zulgoy
ing Januaery quots
ontes proceed Palectin

Very traly )ours,'
‘{8igned) J.¥. Pehle

J. ¥W. Pehle
Executive Director

#r. 4. f. Lesvitt, Secretary,
Americon Jevish Joint Distribution
Commitiee,

270 Mzdizon Avenue,

Hew York 16, New York.

v

WS

RDrury 1/2/45
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Secretary of State,

CONTROL'CORY -

Y
4323, Thirtieth //V/ s
X v v
JDC 143 RB 281 FOR LELVITT FROM PILPEL /f;S :
&
Further our 127 sixhundred detainees from Stara

- .
Zogoro Bulgaria now Bdirne Turkey awaiting January quota

A R s s 5
immigration certificates procoed Palestine.

'NORYEB




THE FOREIGN SERVICE '

OF THE . ¥
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) ’“é

DEFARTMENT OF STATE

AMERICAN EMBASSY

S

Ankara, December 30, 1944.

Dear Herbert:

Supplementing previous correspondence on the
subject, I hasten to %pform you that I have just
been informed by the British Mubassy that it has
received instructions, the purport/of which has
already been communicated to the Turkish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, authorizing the entry into
Palestine of some six hupdred Jews who are detained at -
the Tarkish-Bulgarian frontier. The British Govern-
ment states that while it has requested the Turkish
Government to act promptly in the matter, it is
somewhat doubtful that the necessary instructions
will reach the Turkish frontier authorities until
after the New Year. It may be that you can follow
the matter up from Istanbul.

The British Embassy has also informed me that
one of the new Passport Officers sent to the Balkans
left England two days ago for his post at Sofia. It
is thought that the presence of this officer, author-
ized to issue the necessary visas, in Sofia, will |
prevent any further blocking of the movement of Jews
from the Balkans to Palestine, but on the contrary,
will ensble a rather steady flow within the limita-

~tions of the quotas.

Sincerely yours,
\ /

i
Mr. Herbert Xatzki,
War Refugee Board,
Istanbul.




0
DEPARTMENT

|
i OF INCOMING ) DIVISION OF -
STATE 4 TELEGRA COMMUNICATIONS
! Mo AND REGORDS
MH~-439 Sofia

This telegram must be
paraphrasced before being
communicated to anyone
othecr than a Governmen
ABENCT. ( RESERLSRS )

sccretary of State,

Hashington.

A
51 December 29, 6 p.ul.

Unfortunately, Jewish }ef
procccd beyond svilengrade (reference my December 23,
noon) beczuse Turkish authorities unwilling to &c-
cept them without assurance from British of onward
passage and British unable under existing agreeﬁént
with Turks to give such cssurance. ¥o - helpful
action possible here. Repeated to Caserta as

Ho. 38.
" BARNES

WsSB




THE FOREIGN SERVICE :
- 1
OF THE 5 i B

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
' 2
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

! o AMERICAN EMBASSY

Ankara, Tecember 2u, 1944.

Tear Herbert:

I have just had a talk with the Sritish Ambascador ‘
cqncerning the group of refugees marooned at the
miprirish fronbtier. He informed me that pencding the
receipt of instructions from London, he has requested
the Turkish authoritles to permit them to remain at
tre frontier. )

I

In so far as concerns the, issuance of Turkish
transit visas to this group, Peterson said that he has
been exchanging telegrams wlth London on the subject
and that although he was not as yet in receipt of
authority to request the Turkish authorities to grant
them transit visas, the last telegram received by him
this morning from London indicated that such authority
might be granted on con?ition that no further attempts
are made to transit groups of refugees through Turkey
over and above the quot;s fixed by the British govern-
ment for entry into Palestine from the different
Balkan countries.

Peterson added that in his talk with the Turkish
authorities yesaterday, they had evidenced consliderable
reluctance to issue transit visas to this group on the
grounds that the number of refugees in recent months
had/been far in access of the number provided for under the
"General Agreement” and that it had been their intentlon
to restrict the movement at the very time that the

British
|
 Mr. Herbert Katzki,
War Refugee Board,
Istanbul. o
DECLASSIFIED

Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 ;
SFp 1 1972

By R. H. Parks ate_
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British had notified them that the General Agreement
might be regarded as having come tq an end. Vhen I
sug_ested that the note from the British Embassy to
the Foreign Office might well have encouraged the view
expressed by the Turkish authorities, Peterson said
that he was reasonably certaln that the Turks would
grant translt visas for this group if he could get

the necessary authority from London. The Ambassador
promise? to let me know by telephone as soon as word ’
comes from London, and gave me to understand that he
was reasgonably confident that the Turks would not

send thls group back until-he has received his final
instructions from London.

In order to avoid a recurrence of the presént
situation, I thinlk you should make 1t as clear as
possible to all concerned in Istanbul with the
refugee movement that the apparent intention of the
British government is to force compllance with 1ts
_new quotas not only by the means available to the
British government, but also by whatever measures may
be necessary to obtain the full cooperation of the
Turkish government.

With kind personal regards,
Sincerely yours, -
/
Ccchlege: af

LAS:1gp




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istenbul, December 26, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle:

We refer to your telegram No., 135 -- Depart-
ment's No, 1173, -

We have made inquiry through several channels
in, Istanbul and have been unable to find a _Chaim
Ocra. Likewise it is not known that the”Independent
Jewish Press Service of London has any correspondent
in Istanbul.

We shall keep your telegram before us in the
event that it should be possible at some time in the
future to determine who sent the report in question.

In the meanwhile we shall have to let the matter drop
in Istanbul,

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,
euriattl:
Herbert Katzki

J. W. Pehle, Esguire

Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D. G,
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Rec!d 5:58 p.m., 27th

Secretary of State

Washington

églf;December 23, noon.

Have now been informed by Palestine Sffice here

that all refugees detained at Stardzagora and Kazgaanlik
have been cleared by Russian authorities for onward
passage to Turkey. (Reference your telegram No. 4,
November 20, 9 p.m. to Caserta). Please informd Depar -
ment for War Refugee Board.

Sent to Ankara, repeated to Caserta as No. 32,

BARNES

Ju

CIVISION OF
CONMMUNICATICNS
AND RECORDS

Dated December 23, 1944
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CORRECTION cQNTRUL ,
MB . B PY
This telegram must be Januvary 5, 1945
paraphrased before being
communicated to anyone

other than a Government
agencya & Ll

o

In cable from Sofia 32 December 23, noon
clearance refugees serial number should be

deleted, It is an unnumbered cables

DIVISION OF CENTRAL SERVICES

CSB
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE M

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘JJ(/)‘

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AMERICAN EMBASSY

PERSONAL _AND
‘ Ankara, December 22, 1944,

Dear Herbert:

The British Embassy has accepted full responsibility

for the unfortunate incident whereby approximately 250
refugees from Bulgaria were turned back at the Turkish
frontier a day or two ago. Mr. Busk of the Briltish

Embassy has explained that due to pressure of work when -

the telegram was received from London outlining ‘the new
procedure, which suspends the old procedure pending the
inauguration of new procedure, a note was sent to the
Forelgn Office by him under instructions from London,
without taking into consideration our interest in the
matter or that we mlght be serliously embarrassed by
this action.. He gave as a further explanatien the in-

tention of the British govermment to send British pass-

port control officers to Sofia and Bucharest igmediate-
ly for the purpose of lssuing the necessary vifas, and

that in so doing he had overlooked the fact that there

might be some refugeses en route between the suspension

of the lssuance of visas in Istanbul and the arrival of
the British officials in Sofila and Bucharest. .

Mr. Busk has agreed to endeavor to obtain authoriza-

tion today for the admission of-the approximately 600
refugees now en route to the Turkish frontier, and will

let us know later in the day, or .at:the latest, tomorrow

what he has been able to accomplish in this respect.

In so far as concerns those who were sent back to
Bulgaria, they should be instructed to apply to the
competent British passport control officers in Sofia,

3

whose arrival there Mr. Busk anticipates in the immediate

future
A\
Mr. Herbert Katzki,
War Refugee Board, ... __
Istanbul. :
DECLAsSrFmD
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future, as London has informed the British Embassy in
Ankara that these offlcials were being sent to Sofia
and Bucharest immediately.

In view of the explanation and apology made by
the British Embassy and because they are apparently °
doing everything within their power to correct the
situation (we all slip up occasionally), I see no
R reagson for taking any action other than to lend our !
i . assistance to the British Embassy in correcting this
’ situation to the extent that lies within our power.

Sincerely yours ) K

LAS:1gp
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2)%02, December 22, 10 a.m mvv.v-uwm.u{“
‘ wivs

CATZKI TO PZHLI

FRO
Russian authorigzation wes finally secured by the

Ambasseder to enable the 608 refugees and emigrants’

Poles an< Rumanians all proceeding from

Hungzarians,

@
j 52 :
H g Rumania to Palestine who were detained at Stara-Zagora
w
Cm' ™ — -
& g’g and Kazanlik Bulsaria (see twbassy's 226, Ankara's
B n
[ © - - P U s .
hig ot 169 and Zmbassy's 2256, Aplkard's 191) to continue” their
g
[ S
oy : . -
5:5 5 voyage. (Ankera's Ho. 205) the fivst group comprising
e~ N
=5 o+ — . I
o ., 2 280 persons departed from Stara-Zagora immediately
[
o O
1]
~ . . " .
. ﬁ © upon receipt of authorization and arrived at Karaagac
S o g i
e a on the Turk frontier on Decembtr .21 Istanbul
-

representatives of thz Jewish agency called upon the
Istanbul British passport control office during the
morning of December 21 to obtain the necessary documents
in accordance with the genegral agrEEmEnt:bgﬁyEEn

1S
the American and British Embassies and the Turk Forelgn
OfficE

... DECLASSIFIED
‘Stat'e:Dept‘. Letter, 1-11.72 -

By R-Hﬁ}'tks Date_SFP. 1§ 1972
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-2- #2402, December 22, 10.a.m.;#from Ankaras

Office-for .the issuanect of;Turk‘visas to -all refugees

concerning which you have bEEnjihformEd in order that

“'the group might be ﬁhrmittzd?by'thE'Tu}k authoritits

to Enter Turkey in transit.  The fgprEssntativks WEIE

advised by the British passport control office that

the latter had bEeEEen infdrmediaarlizr in thg mofning;bj; S

'th;,British émbaasy:iﬁ Ankafa;thaf on the aflbErnoon

of December 20 the British’ Embassy hed notified-the

Turk Foreign Offict in writing that tHe general

agreement referred forghould be regarded as: tErminated.

. ) e o = S
This cancellation wds inadeg without notice to Ayrascad

. and thf;WBB;hainn

t:ionsmt_sﬁiﬁi{f@T

JEWiSh;?g;ncﬁcﬁo>




_5- #2402, December 22, 10 a.m., from Ankara. '
Bulgaria and -are now at Stalingrad to whioh The re-
maining 328 detainges in the meanwhile had proceeded
EnlroutE to Tquéy aﬁd PalEstinE; ‘

Tt should be noted that the 608 people gzpar{;zd
from Rumania in good faith on or about Novémbzr,16‘
En route for PalEstinE in aoqordancé with an . agree-
ment then in force which gave them the right to éx-
pect that they would be pérmittEd,to Entsr,PélEsfing
and that Turkish transit facilities would bE abéofdéd
them. Through noé fadit pf'their;own thgir sm;gratiop

had bEgEn intErruptEd:iﬁiBulga ia»indvtﬁéyﬁara”now”

subject to -disadvantagf as tHE result-of the canckl-

lation by the British: of ‘an'agrecment, without warn-

S
Ce




December 16, 1944,

HRE; CABLE NO, 2348, DECEMBER 12, FROM ANKARA,

I
At ny suggestion Mrs, Mannon prepared a draft of a ;
press releage in which certain changes were subsequently made,

After careful consideration of the matter and dis-
cussions with Mrg, Mannon, Mr, Ackermenn, Miss Hodel and Mr, Marks,
I concluded that 1t would be better for the War Refugee Board not
to igaue & press releasge at this time, Under the circumstances;*

I felt that it would be better for State Department to malke any
statement thet is to be made,

I discussed the matter with Pehle who agreed with my
conclusions, Accordingly, I called George Warren at the State
Department and suggested that State might want to -.lssue some sori
of press statement on the cooperative efforts of the Tgfkish Govern-
ment in refugee matters, Warren was not famillar with the cable

but said he would read it and congider my suggestion,
?/W

remiiea 2R
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Dec. 16, 194k

PRESS RELEASE

The cooperation of the Turkish Government in the movement of
refugees from the Balicaxis to Palestine was ﬁaﬂed today by John W,
Pehle, Executive Director of the War Refugee Board, upon reoeipt' of
a report from Ambassador Laurence A. Steinhardt 1n Ankara, anndunoing
that nearly 1200 refugees from Hungary and the Balkans had been given
passage through Turkey to Palestine during the last two weeks in.
November and the first week of December. °

tThe Government of Turkey has on numerous cccasions demonstrated
conoretely its readiness to cooperate in paving the lives of helpless
vietims of Pascism who must orosp* Turldaﬁ bordersto reach
Palestine and safety," Mr, Pehle deslarsd. 7

Lauding Turkish assistance 1'nrrescue activities }M‘r. Pehle_pointed

out that during the past year thousands of refugses have been granted

adnission at Turkey's European border from where thay were transported

to Paleqtina by rail. He added that despite the extremely limited
carrying oapacity of the Curkieh railways, the Turkish authorities
did everything possible to faoilitate the movement of refugees. across
Turkey to Palestine by making additional passenger cars available
when necessaxy. Mr. Pehle attriluted the War Refuges Board's. sucoess
in rescuing refugses in the Balkan dyes to the humanitarlan attitude
of the Turkish Government,which had en informal understanding with

 Anbaspador Steinhardt and the British suthorities that all refugees
grantsd permission to enter Turkey would be given roﬁxgq in Paleatine,

WMmlf  12-16.L)
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-

Secretary of State sl
£

Washington

2348, December 12, midnight.
FOR THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROE THE AMBASSADOR

ANKARA NUMBER 204.
Between November 15 and December 7 approximately

1200 refugees principally from Bulgaria and Rumania have

been granted visas and transported by rall by the Turk

authorities from Istanbul to Palestine. "As this large

unexpected movement has severly taxed the capacity of
the single track railroad on which only two passenger
trains are operated weekly in gach direction I recommend

that wide and faverable publiclty now be given in the

oo
A Mnited States to the efforts of the Turk Government to
i
w ¥ cooperate in the movement of refugees from the Balkans to

1 am all the more anxious that the Turk Govern-

N ’Palestine.

ress at this

a

8a

ment should receive credit in the American P

7y

4

time for its cooperative attitude in connection with the

urit

“th

rescue of refugees as lts desire fo be helpful 1s now

definitely established.

For se
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e in rescue activibties, 1

Pehle

refugees have crossed the Dlack Sea,

L1

A quring the past year, thanks te

lingness to permit rescue ships in Elack Sea

urzey also has allowed all refugees to land in

ailroad Ltrensportation to Palestine,

foet thot wost of the refugees wsre without
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The ocooperstion of the Turicigh Governmemut in & recent unexpected
movement of refugess from the Balkens to Palestine was halled todey
by Jokn W Pohle, Executive Director of the War Refuges Bonx'd:, upon
receipt of & roport from Bubaegedor Laurence A, Steinhardt in 7
Anknrae
7 Fearly 1,200 refugees from Bulparia end Rumania were gliven
vigas and railroad tz‘ansporéution by Turkish authorities from
Istanbul bo Palostine during the last two weeks of Movenber and .
the first week of Docembor, Ambassador Steinhardt ghateds He sald
the capsolly of the single track railrond en which only two passenger
trains are operated in each direotion weskly bas been severely taxed
by this unsnbieipated evacuntione

"The Government of Turkey hes shown once more thet 1t is willing
‘%o do ites whmost to help seve the lives of those viotims of Fasolsm
who et eross. LUs borders to reech Palestine and safeby," Mr.
Pehle decloreds -

lauding Turkish sosistancs in resoue acbivitios, Mre Pohle

pointed out that thousands of refugess have orossed the Black Sea

from Fuminia to Istenbul during the past year, thanke o the

Turk Government's willingnese o pernit resouc ships in Black Sea
wetorse Ho seid Turkey also has allowed all fel‘ugses Yo land in
Isteubul and supplisd them with reilvoead ‘trangportatilon to Palestine,
regardless of the fach thet most of the refugses wore without -




Palestine entry certificates and were also without Turkish entrance
or transit visas.

For several weeks prior to receiving A;nbnsaador Steinhardts report
Mro Pehle said the Buard had received cables from Herbert Rateki,
its representative in Turkey, indiosting that small number; of
refugees coming out of Ruenie end Bulgarie, ineluding Polish refugees, '
had been given tremsportation to the Syrian border In trains mde évailablo
by the lurkish suthorities, -




DEPARTMENT : OUTGOING ' DIVISION OF
OF COMMUNICATIONS
| STATE T%%pgﬁgg\gﬂ,ﬁ 14, 1644 AND RECORDS
' nigkribusion of trug Pt R
crnfiieng ey hrospeeload 7 Pale . ’

AesmERte WIDEC 16y gy g,

/ G AT OMA
AHEMUASSY s

5 GORDS : o
LLIAISOH ) !
ANKARA ) b33
31193 , ' ¥
T}{e following for Katekl is WRB 138.
X
Refersnae youy 2287 of Decemibsr 1,
Information in gquestion was reeslved ¢rom London
sorrgapondsnt of Inhepenaent Jdewish Press Ssrvice, Jasch

7
Harendorf, 86 Woodlands, London, N.¥W. 11, who presumably

. v
obbeinsd it £rom Istanbul eorrespondent, Chaim Oved.

STETTINIUS
(azm)

or security reasons téi
of this message Mus
guarded.

1
text

WRBIHMVIKG NE
12/14/44 ’

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

t :
.i : 3 By R. K. Parke Dute_SEP 18 1972 i




CABLE PO AduEBLBSY sHEARA, TURKEY, ¥OR KaP2KY

Referencs your 2287 of Dscember i.

Information i
of Independent Jawish Pro
Hode 1
Oveqd,

guegtion wag received fron London correspondent
88 Service, Jagob Harendorf, 66 Yoodlands,
1, who Premumably obtained it from Iatanbul correspondent, Chain
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, December 12, 1944

Dear Mr, Pshle:

; We are enclosing herein statistics of emigration to ’
?ﬁlestine which took place through Istanbul during the
month of November, 1944, together with figures on emigration
in transit through Istanbul for the first eleven months of
1944, :

The following are the high lights:

1, Of the 512 persons who passed through Istanbul
during November, 431 came from Bulgaria, and 81 from Rumania.

A1l of these people arrived in Istanbul by railroad;

2. The 431 from Bulgaria included three groups of
adults and children, pf whom 179 were children travelling
undetr the so-called "childrens' scheme.," All other persons
from Bulgaria arrived in Istanbul individually. The 81
persons from Rumenia were made up of two organized groups
of adults and children:

3, The emigrants, during the month of November, com-
prised 403 Bulgarians, 28 Hungarians {of whom 25 came from
the Bor mines in Yugoslavia), 1 Rumanian and 80 Poless .

You will note that the total number of persons who passed
through Istanbul from Januery 1 to November 30, 1944, in-
cluding 282 Dutch exchangees,is 5705 persons, ) :

With kind regavds,
Sincerely yours,

Nedattladifh:

"Herbert Katzki

J. W. Pehle, Esquire
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Encls: Statlstics of emigration

R
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'
!




Jan.'44
Feb.
March
April
May
June
July
Aug.,
Sept.
Qct.

Nov.

Istar ul, 1.12.44,

Immigrants in Transit
(from Jan 1st '44)

Total No. psr

BULGAKIA HUNGARY ROMANIA GREECE HOLLAND month
(#xchangees) -

o2 73 -- g -- 113

55 78 12 25 - 150

a) 131 9 b) 252 62 - 454
17 -= c) 667 173 - 857

46 - d) 340 74 - 460

127 -- 2 104 -- t 233

e) 149 - f) 782 3 282 1186
99 --  g) 707 90 -- 896

35 -- - - -- 35

e 3 h) 714 T =- -- 789

1) 431 -= j) 81 -- -- 512
1194 163 3527 559 282 5705

For figufes marked (a) to (j) ses spepification page 2.
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2.
Specification
Figures marked {a) to (j) include the following groups:

a) Group of Youths (B 1ii) .......... e e rraes 46 pars.
b) rassengers m/b GILCA (18t BPIn)eeeecerecravssaee, 239 1
¢) " N ORARITZA (186 ETIP)eeeveenseveanaes 254 "

B " BALLA CITA «veveerseasrssssasessss 153 " ;

" " OHTLCA (2nd Brib) seveevecrersensss 272 "
d) " " MARITZA (2nd Erip) ceevrenrsesases 018 "
@) Grouv of Youths (B 11i) ..veverieearnrnnrarnnnanns 40 M

£) Passengers m/b KAZBEK ...evevreesnrenerenenaaaes 752 n

g) " M OMORIFA veeeennsessnnsnassonneenses 308 "
" " BULBUL eevvenvesrocassnsessasanees 391 1
" T MEFKURE o ovseneensasossnsnsansnnns 5 "

h) Grouo of 116 children (117 Youths B(ili) & 2 enld. )
and 44 adult 1mmigrants c.ceveicieresaraaees 163 "

Passengers m/b SELAHEDDINE ....veseesescereesans, 548 1

i) Group of 53 children (51 Youtks B (1ii) & 2 chld.)
and 33 adult immigrants .e.eeeessessesesesss 86 1

Groun of 89 children (87 Youths B (1ii) & 2 child,)
and 28 adult immigrants seseseeseesessseses 117

Group of 29 chlldren (all Youths (B 1ii)
and 17 adult immigrants s.ieevevcvscscsoose 46 n

j) Group of 2 childran {with parents)
and 41 adult immligrants cievesesccccacocnsse 43

Group of 3 children (with parents) ] _
and 35 adult immigrants ciieeseveeresnvases 38 " ‘ i

r3.

:
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Istanbul, 1.12.44.

Imnigrants who left for Palsstins between Nov, 1st and TWov. 30th '44

Local Immigrants:

Adults

Bulgarian Immigrants:

AGULES veuvssansasassess 181

Chiléran with narents... 43

Youtrs (B iii).eseeesv.. 179 403 a)
Hungarien Immigrents:

AGULES e v e vnnoannsonnrsnrns 28 b)
Romanian Immipgrants:

AdUIES . v seeronesaranns . 1 ec)
Polish Immigrants:

AdultsS.iveerienineriaenss 70

Cnildren with parents... 5 80 d)

Total No. of all imdgrants:

1 = Total No. local
immigrants. .

512 - Total No. foreign
immigrants

515

N.B.: Iigurss marked (a) to (d) include the following groups:
a) Group of immigrants from Bulgaria (totalling 86 pers.)¥ 61 pers.
n 14 n n n ( L] ) 11’7 1" )_3% 117 HI
n i i " 1] ( n 46 4] );’:_ 46 1
b) ~ Hungarian refugees incl. in group of 86 fr, Bulgaria #* 25 "

" arrived singly " " 3 "
¢) Group of immigrants from Romanie (totalling 43 pers.) & "
d) Polish refugees incl. in group of 43 fr, Romania * 42 u

n n t " 38 Hi n s 38 n

see specification of groups on page 2.




A Specificstion of Immigrants! groups wiich arrived bstween

November lst and wnNov, 30th '44

A, Grouons from Bulgaria

1. Grouv of 86 (aerr. 3.11 left 6.11'44):

Bulgarians: Adults cviveirieinieen. 8
Children «.vovevsvveess 2
Youths (B 1ii) ........ 51 61

Hungarians Adulls L .iviniiriiiiniana, 25

2. Group of 117 (arr. £.11 left 10,11'44):

Bulgarians: Aaults ciiiiiviiaiiees. 28
Children «.vveinvrviere 2
Youtos (B 1i1) seeevees 87 ....

3. Group of 46 (arr, 12.11 1left 17,11'44):

Bulgarians: AdULTS saseeeier e 17

Youths (B 11i) ........ 29 ......

B. Grouons from Romania

1. Group of 45 (arr. 5.11 left 10,11,%44):

Romaniansg: Adults R 1

Poles: Adults suveenensrannrsas’ 40
Children .iveievasvosees _2 42

2. Group of 38 (arr, 10.11 left 16.11 and 17.11'44):

Polas: AQUIES sevrvrvenenesses BB
Children seeviviveenens 3 eersen

86 pers,
117 !
46 L}
43 n
58 "




| . DEPARTMENT “ INcOMING M~ DwISION oF

i OF TELEGRAM \\ GOMMUNICATIONS
" STATE DEPARTHENT OF STATE AND RECORDS .-
DIVIBIOH £F
LFG-203 1944 DEC 8 PM 4 SAnkara &

his telecram must be - )
cashrased before beins Dated DEcEmbET © E
ormunicated te aGQBREHRICATIONS .
ther than a CoverAHhBECORDS  Recra £:07 -

soEncy. (wesesesasil IAISON)

i

v
77 your Inforuation the Turiish vessgl 00CS

Geparted from Constanza DecembEr 35, arrive. 'n

Istanbul on DecembeEr 5 carrying 905 eni

samonia proceeding to rolestine. . The TOROS vroceeded
from Istanbul to Constanza during the montii of iTovEmbeT
and returned to Istanbul under Rumgnian Red Cross safe ;
conduct. The emigrants arrived in Istanbul without -

transit visas or Palestine entry certificates, nogseEssing

only their travel documents, The Palestine enbry

cr

certificates and the Turkish and Syrian tronsit visas

VETE issuEd in Istanbul pursuant to the I LENETA
agreement with the Sritish-and Tarkish authorities which - — oo o
previously has been reported to you relating to.such

COSES.

PagseEnsgErs:




-2-,/2320, Decewmber 7, 3 pim., from

Passengers include 350 chilgfzn repatriated from
Yransnistria to Rumania, Rumanian nationals, forcéd
laborers from the Bor wines in fugeslavia anG¢ a largce
sroportion of refusgees from Hungary, some of whem it is
veported escaped from Iungary as recently as IHovelber 15.

In accordance with Ambassador Steinherdt's general

Ao

afreeﬁgnt with the Turkish Foreign OfTice concerning
railroad facilities, the Turkish authoritics
provided a special train and the entire group departed
from Istanbul for Palestine on December 2,

As- soon as it has been possible to examinc the
lists anG documentation of the TOROS emigrants morg
Elosely revised details will be sEnf‘tQ‘you.A »

. S

STEIIEIARDT

r
m
Q




December 9, 1544

Dear Mre Leavitt:

The following message for you from Kobert
Pilpel was recelved through the American Legation
in Lisbon under date of December 7, 1944:

¥132. Turkish boat TOROS arrived Istanbul
ex Constanza Decembor 5 carrying 925, inolud-

ing 370 Trsnsnistriasn orphen children, balance
Hungerisns,.”

Very truly yours,
(S1gned) J.¥. Pehle

J. W, Pehle
Exeoutive. Director

\/lzr. . As Leuvitt, Seoretary,

merican Jewish Joint Distribution
Comniittes,

270 Hadison Avenue,

New York 16, New York.

°

RDzuzy 12/9/44 | ) o o




' DEPA%Z’MENT / INCOMING \é\’ COlall\\ll/LlJSl\:?CNAT?OFNS
STATE ormmgf};@%ﬁAM "\ anD RECORD?
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- c:;-:"{)’ 4
JP-518 14 DEC 8 py | 2 FLATH WM ﬁv/gﬂ /.
Lisbon 7 Qﬁf{;/}“”

COksli TIONS -
AND REGORAAS

(LIAISON ) Rec'd 11:35 pam. '

Dated December 7, 1944

Secretary of State L/$4MJ /y77/v

CONTRAL COPY ™

4157, Scventh

WRB 276 JDC 132 FOR LEAVITT FROM PILPEL

Turkish boat TOROS arrived Istanbul Exconstanza
December 5 carrying 925 including 370 Transnistrian

orphan childﬁén balance Hungarians.

CROCKER

MJF
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| 'DEPARTMENT : INCOMING " DIVISION OF

l OF N\ COMMUNICATIONS
! STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORD
;o bva wd \
JP-952 - fnkara ., i
Thls telegram must be, . R (,);L‘? ’ f’l //j )
paraphrased béfore being Dated December 2, 1944° 4 /
communicated to anyone -
other than a Government .Rec'd 6:46 p.m., 3rd ’
EZgency. (PESRRACELS) : AMC’L(A«M’(

- . él ,
Secretary of State , Ul/fé!:;w//
Washington - BQQTR GL cop m,] y(.j

2?(94, !December 2, 7 p.m, Zjd,f:,g(
FROM KATZKI TO PEHLE, ‘AR REFUGEE BOARD
Ankara's No.. 1%92 aqf?
For your information I have reoeivedrthe following JGTF
telegram despatched November 30 from HéASICA emigration
association representation now in Bucharest. |~ i
7 "In view exceedingly drastic relief situation a
rising from steady influx refugees from Hungary and ) {
Transylvania aggravating relief problems already created
by other categories your wnresence heré urgently essential®.
Although the relief problem in Rumania may hot be
within scope of War Refugee Board activities, the influx
of refugees from Hungary and the acceleration thereof

- probably is.

‘The foregoing 1s for your information toisupplement

Enbassy's 2,257, Ankara's 192..

STEINHARDT

TiiB




December 8, 1944

Deur Hr, Leavitt:

The following nessage for you from Judah Magnes was received
through the Amerlean Consulate in Jeruselem under date of December.2,
19441

"Departures ANESTIRYA, now Constanza, TOROS &nd MYRNA now
being arranged Jewish Agency; 186,000 pounds estimated cost

to Istanbul, 3,100 passengers. Also arranging ALSMILEA from
Bulgaris, cost around 8,800 pounds, 250 passengers, Therefore.
you are requested participate 80 per cent of around 200,000
pounds. Agency and others considering other boat projects,

in addition. It ie our belief prices cun be decreassd.
However we cannol participste negotiations to pay under
existing methods so it is not possible to proceed in accord-
ance with your proposal that Agency submit projects for your
spproval prior to making errengements as it tekes weeits to
exchange cables. It is our suggestion you suthorize us %o
negotiate with Agency JIC participstion Rumenisn boat projects
at a cost of $150 per passenger to Istanbul, vegardless of
eogt to Agency end restrictec to 5,000 passengers at this time;
subject to comditions as follows (controlled by -Filderman on
our behalf): (1) seaworthiness boats and number passengers
transportable esmch, (2) priority refugees now in Rumania from
other countries, &nd Rumenian orphans and children in mddition.
Full conditions telegraphed Joseph Schwertgz, Lisbon."

Very truly yours,

{8igned) J.W. Pehle

J. W, Pehle : ' |
Executlve Director

jur. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary,
Amerlcan Jewish Joint Distribution
‘Commitiea, , :
270 Hadlson Avenue,
\////New York 16, New York.

' | : Rg'\iv ,12/3/4{@'/ ’




= _ CONTROLCOPY

1% 1o reguestsd thot TLesvish, Jeint Diﬂfjrfoutian Coznittes, Now Yopk
be glven persghrese of folloving messnzs from Judah I‘éa.z;n/es. Hsbr/w University,
Jerusnlen, ]
v S

Dspartures ANESTIRYA oY Conetanze, TOROS AXD WYRHA now being
erranged Jewlsh Agency; J.E—FJ,O'C-O'yxmdm astimated cost to lebanbul, 3,100
pasaengers. Also arzanging ALSAILKA from Bulgaria, cost around 8,800 pounds,
200 pansengern. hevsdore, you are rscuesied partlcipaie 80 peresnt of
arcund 200,000 nouada. Agoensy and others ccésié@ring other boat projects, in
additlon. It ie onr beliel prices can bs deoreased. However we camot perticipate
negotietlons %o poy undor existing methods so 1t is not pessible to proceed in
accordsnce vith your prezozel fhat ageney sudmid projects for your npproval prior
to makdng arrangencats as it tntes wesks to oxchangs cables. It 1s our suggestion
you aunthorlze us %0 negetlate with syazncy JDC pa}rticipaﬁion Rum%ﬂlan bort proj/eets
at a cont of $150 pur papsenger So Istandul regardlesz of cost bo agency and
rogtricted to 5,000 pesaensors a% thls time; subject to conditioﬂq as follows
(controlled by Fleldermwn on our bohalf): {1) seavorthiness Dboats and nwmber

pasgengers transporteble sach, (2) priority refugees nov in Runania from otheyr

countries, and Bumanlan orphans and children in addition. Full conditions

teleg;é-éphed Joseph Schwaprtz, Lisbon,

PINKERTON
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2287 December 1, 4 p.n.

FROH KATZKI TO PEHLE “IRB, LNKLRL'S NO. 198.

Lbassador StEinherdt hes race inquiry of the
Turkish Foreign Office which informed him that it

& 3
is without knowledge of thedh ged issuance of

, o
1450 Turkish passports by the Turkish Consul in
Budapest (Department's 1082, WRB 130 and Embassy's
2247, Lnkara's 190) to persons in Hungary threatenegd

with deportation. Consequently it could not have

disavowed the possports. I have inquired of the

acceredited representative in Istanbul of the.jEWISH
MORWING JOURNLL who informed me that this news item
was not (repeat not) transmitted by pim, and that ;
he hed no information regarding the subject matter. '$

Inquiry in other: dir"tlons 1ikEwiss has bEEn with—

Ye would appr

this information fror4
DECLASSTFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1- 11- 7

By R."H. Parks Date, F

Mmoo ekt s e o
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® . V
-2-, #2287, December 1, 4 p.m., from Lnkara
order to assist us in verifying the facts, If 1t
should develop that this is irresponsible journalism
<
emanating from Istanbul we shall make an effort to
have it stopped. If in Mew York it should be stopped 4

thErE .

STEINHLRDT
EEC
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TheA Tollovwing for Katgki is WRB 1?2»

Please refer to your 2207 of November 29, .

The ¥Yar Refuges Board is in full égmcmnt as to %he
deslrabllity of yotir procesding to Rumania and Bulgaria aﬁ
soon as possible 4in order o explore resocue possibilitiee.
there., At the Boardls prequest the State Depaétment is now
arranging for the necessary travel permits for you and
Paeaman. You will be miv;scd ap £00R ag. ‘chesé pormite are

granted.

s

It 18 not clear to us that the matter referred to in : \

your No, 2288 of November 28 1a within the juriedlotion of
the War Rafugse Board. The matter has, however, bsen brought |

to the attention of the 8%ate Department -for- such aotlon as '
4% may dsen appropriete. ' {

WRB: HiV: KO , NED o8
11/%0/44 - ’

e
PECLAS SSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 111-72

By R H pasks Date_ SEP 18 1972 .




