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NOV 28 194t 

Dear Rabbi Kalrllanowitz: 

Ambassador Steinhardt and the Nar Refugee Board 
Represen~-·tive in Ankara have req\H~sted that you be advised 
that they have been unable to verify the report that,the 
Turkish Government had disavowed passports alleged tohave 
been issued by the Turkish Consul in Budapest .. to 1, 450 J ewe, 
They also state that they have been unable to confirm that 
any passports were issued by the Turkish Consul in Budapest • 

.1/essrs. Griffal and Kastner and representatives of 
other private Jewish agencies in Turkey state that they have 
no knowledge of the issuance at the Turkish Consul in Budapest 
of these passports or of the alleged action by the Turkish 
Government, 

Rabbi A. Kalmanowitz, 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York?, N. Y. 

r 

- ----- - --------c---

)> t-.' ··:rt I (..('"•, \,_· f' ! (I<.{ ..._1_~-

c 0 G CL ~ 7-1-- '17 '-fu,.' :; -i. '7 •I ,, ' 

GtA...t.t~~···,(L ~ 

J.iHahd 11/28/44 
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22.56, November 28, 3 p.m. (N -

( ,; 0 ;-;~ 
FROI-1 KATZKI TO PERLE WAR REFUGEE BOARD AJ:o.!KARA 1 S No. 191 

Jewish agency sources inform us (see Embassy's 2226, 

Ankara 1 s 189) that at the present there are 278 refugees 

from Rumania en route to Palestine detained at Stara Zagora . 

Bulgaria and 320 additional at Kazanlik near Stara Zagora. 

All the emigrants we are advised are Rumanians and Poles. 

A fourth group comprising 300 :)ersons was turned back to 

Ru~ania at Ruse,Bulgaria within the past few days. Part 

of the group at Stara Zagora, Bulgaria has been permitted 

to leave the railroad cars and has found accommodations 

in that city where, however, facilities are exceedingly 

limited as they are at Kazanlik, ·70 persons at Stara 

Zagoria according to reports have become ill, some with 

infectious diseases. 

The Bulgarian Legation 

request for information was 

·. . ~ 
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-~ #22591 -NQvem'ber·~e~ ,i5·p, 

retuge~s .have 

the d.~y .the1~ 
. - . 

will be perm~ tt_ed· to depart • 

be noted that the t1~st group 
_, ~ ; 

------

..._;2 " ·'-~ f .. ' . - -
_·- -,;?h~ l • 

·--

.. ,_ .... 

more than a we.ek. 

1ve J:iave not ~et reoetved. a_ repo~t ·t-~ont;~:i~fici~, i'p-_·~ -1o:~:•-:Ifal·•:· 
to wliom a ~elegram was sent bY the E~b~a~;y~l~~~~tE(( 
have been informed, however. tl}a-t; ::he. a.ct:v~s~_g;ra· J~.W~I:i11- agfe'ilCcY:: 

. , ..... -- •. . . - "::-o' ·.· ·;; ~· : --' • -.. ~-- -

represent at 1 ve in Sofia that· this il\~i't·t~p'.f8-- ri'bt ,-_. -._ ...... H~~· . - - - - -: . - -· . -.--. ·. -_ ( . ·;:- -~:; 

power. Presumably. the!'~ fore, ::tt;J.s 'a mat'ter -- . . - . ·-~-. .· . . - . . .-· - .• .. -· .-

CI)~troi Commission.-

-: ,w~ -~ecomni~ftd- t~t' 
voyage.of th:e.uefu~~~s ·- . - -' _· ~' - . . ·; 

:with the.:Rus-eians if at - •. ·- - . . .. - ·_. . ,. •. - ' ._- -- '.-~-
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December 1, 1944 

Lear Mr. Leavitt: 

The following message for you from Robert Pilpel 
was received through the American Legntion in Lisbon under 
date of November 27, l9L.J.: 

"127. Following informr.i.iOI• ia from Keaalez·. 
Received report to effect that 600 Polish refugees 
from Rumania who planned to proceed by way of 

. Bulgaria and Turkoy to Palestine have been detained 
in Bulgaria. This was ordered by the Russians, claim
ing they ne.me from Soviet territory and they ms;y be 
returned tt;e.-e. /uuerio&n at.d British Embasllies a1·e 
attempt1ni; to make arrangements for these refugees 
to proceed on their journey. n 

Very truly yom·s, 

J .w. Pehle 
~eoutive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secr-etary, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Co!lllllittee, 
270 Jllndison Avenue, 
New York 16, Hew York. 
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Lisbon 

DatEd NovEmbEr 27, 1944 

REc 1d 12:04 a.m., 28th 

-·~ 

t: neuurt ty r 

, .THIS INFOR;v!ATION COMES FROM 
....__-~-- -

b t- Ot' this e-a.sons the 
-e Closely ll!essage liiU<· 

--- __ guar0 ,d _ , t 
KESSLER.' TH ' 

Fo _lti --~ 

2€5 JDC 127 FROM PILF'EL FOR LEAVITT --. 

v' 
~-REport rEcEivEd that 600 Polish rEfugEEs from 

RumBnia intEnding to go to PalEstinE by way Bulgaria 

and TurkEy havE bEEn hEld up in Bulgaria. This by 

ordEr of Russians who claim thEy comE from Russian 

tErritory and may rEturn thEm thErE. ArrangEmEnts 

for thEsE rEfugEEs to continuE journEy arE bEing 

attEmptEd by British and AmErican EmbassiEs. 

EH 

NOR WEB 

&Ol1Rnt UOPl 
~~r-~ 
. ' 11-/ffli· «? 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lett.er, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date...1SE.1 8 1972 
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This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
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'SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

( 

Ankara 

DatEd NovEmbEr 2~·, 1944 

REc 1d 11:40 p.m. 

2257, NovEmbEr 27, 4 p.m. 
< I' 

FROM KATZKI TO PERLE WAR REFUGEE BOARD ANKARA'S 192. 
X 

In our tElEgrams (Embassy's 2226, Ankara's 189 and 

Embassy's 2256, Ankara's 191) wE informEd you rEgarding 

thE dEtEntion at Starazagora, Bulgaria of rEf,ugEES and 

Emigrt.nts travEling from Rumania to PalEstinE via 

Bulgaria. In EarliEr tElEgrams wE havE rEportEd to you 

upon rEscuE possibilitiEs which SEEr:l to Exist and which 

miC1t bE undErtakEn from Rumania, 

WE do not know to what ExtEnt it is possibJ F: for 

us to bE of assistancE in ariy of thESE mattErs as wE 

arE dEpEndEnt in Istanbul upon rEports and information 

which arE rEcEivEd hErE from various sourcEs. Now that 
I 

AmErican political M;\.s_l;:'iona hEj.yE brrivEd in BucharEst 
. -' 

and Sofia, I again strongly urgE thE importancE of my 
.,,; \U -;-e; - -

being pErmittEd to tr~y'e';i. -~0{/;~~~i~ and Bulgaria in 
;,\;:n . i- . ~. .~ 

ordEr that I may bE ablE to EXplo\\ILAI'.lJ'~~I:<~'?P such rESCUE 
.. ·.::~:ncu: \30\•-' . 
c· ·t-~Gti.\EO possibilities 

l r _ 
_ _ ---·--- ·-~--~--- ____________ ---~~·z~~ ____ __,__ __ ~-~---!L"~1---:..--~~-..:::i~-~~~;;I;~--,;~-:,.i~~~~~~ 5: 
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1'\f' -2-#2257, NovEmbEr 27, 4 p.m., from Ankara 0 

possibilitiEs as still Exist and to bE of such aid in 

rEfugEE mattErs as thE tErms of rEfErEnCE from thE 

Board pErmit. 

Will you plEasE advisE mE. 

STEINHARDT 

MJF 
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COtiTROlc COPY Washington. 

1- ' 
2247 1 NovEmbEr 24 1 5 p.m. 

\J1 
v v: 

FOR PERI£ WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM KATZKI ANKARA 190• 
v' 

ThE Vaad Hahatzala EmErgEncy committEE of NEW York 
./ 

has sEnt a cablE dirEct to Ambassador StEinhardt which 

of coursE was SEEn by Turkish authoritiEs chargEing that 

Turkish GovErnmEnt had disavowEd "passports" allEgEd 

to havE bEEn issuEd by Turkish Consul in BudapEst to 

1450 JEws about to bE dEportEd to GErmany and rEquEst-

ing Ambassadors assistancE in intErcEding with Turkish 

GovErnmEnt to rEconsidEr and rEcognizE thEsE passports. 

Ambassador and I havE bEEn unablE to vErify thE 
____ ) __ 

accusation madE by Vaad Hahatzala against Turkish GovErn-

mEnt nor havE wE bEEn ablE to confirm that any such 

"passports" WErE issuEd by thE Turkish Consul in BudapEst. 

FurthErmorE mithEr thE rEprEsEn~~tivEs of Vaad Hahatzala 
·.- ·I <;' : . .. ' 

in Istanbul MEssrs GriffEl and KastnEr nor tl:ie:'" rEprEsEnt-

at i VE s of othEr privatE JEwiSh;: ,agt P~.iE s 1'):11" TurkEy gaVE 
_: ~ -. L, i:. -~·1 ~i I, ; .L T;"': -->-

ari'y 'knowltdgE 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

SEP 1 R 1972 
By R. lL Parka Date- l 

-~-- -~J 

I-



• 
any knowlEdgE of thE issuancE at thE Turksih Consul 

in BudQpEst of thESE passports or of allEgEd action 

by Turkish Gove:rnmEnt in disfavoring samE,. As 

Ambassador is not (rEpEat not) rEplying dirEct to 

tElEgram rEcEivEd by him it would bE apprEciatEd if 

thE: board would inform Vaad Hahatzala of forEgoing •. 

In connEction with above:, thE board may wish 

to considEr dEsirability of rEquEsting Vaad Hahatzala 

in thE futurE to rEfrain from sEnding tElEgrams dirEct. 

to TurkEy which arE liablE to givE offEnsE to Turkish 

GovErnmEnt particularly in rEspEct of changEs which 

havE not yEt bEEn conformEd,. At samE timE, board may 

wish to rEqUEst Vaad Hahatzala to submit to it thE 

basis for chargEs against Turkish GovErnmEnt which 

appEar in its tElEgram to thE Ambassador. 

STEilffiARDT 

WMB 



0E:i5ARTMENT I 
G~ 
srntre:bl t , .· 
trr E rELd: LC cnly ~tY. i'; . 
spE:c:..al c.rr£u., .. Er!r:nt. ,.., 

OUTGOING \ . DIVISION OF 
TELEGRAM l:ov=:d) · 25y0j_MMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 
I · . : i ::;,:· .STA","E 2 t: .m. 

19-11. 1\0V ?I f',\j 20 I 

CONTROL COPY 
Me•.•s item date marked Istanbul Noven1bex' l& appearing in 

New Iork Je,.r1ah Morning Journal 1s in substance ae tollo,...a: 

QUOTi The Turkish Consul 1n HudapeEt attempted to save 1450 

Je .. ,s from the "uda.put ghetto 1n danger of tleportation to Germany, 

by making them ~trkieh citizene, but his government did not permit 

1t. 

The Consul ~ndeavored to toll~· the example of the S~d1eh 

representative in Budapest ~ho had already done so. The Turk1mh 

llovernment, ho~rever, advised. the Hungarian Minister or the Interior 

that the paeeports which the Consul 1esued ~~re not legal and that 

the Consul was not empo~~red to 1aaue thQ passports. UNQUOT~ 

Tne board would appreciate any information you maJ be able 

to e;nther with respect to the truth of th~l foregoing ·put1oularl7 

as to whether too Turkish Government disavowed any passports which 

a Turkish Consul mar have issued in an effort to sav~ lives. Please 

consult '!lr1th Ji.mbassador Steinhardt regarcUng methods • .,herebr th!s 

information may be obtained. 

WIUS:MMV:KG 
ll/28/44 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date.lliJ- R 1972 



CABLE TO . .AJ.ffiASSADOR STEINH.ABDT, Al'IK:ARA, FOR KA.'I'ZKI 

I~ 
News item <'.ate markecl Istanbul November~ 1e in substance as 

follows: 

QUOTE The Turkish Consul in Budapest attempted to save 
1450 Jews from the Budapest ghetto in danger of deportation 
to GeZ'Ill&ny, by making them Turkish e'.tizena, but his govern
ment did not permit it. 

c~UO~ The Consul endeavored to follow the e::rample of the 
Swedish representative in Budapest Yho had nlre~ done eo. 
The Turkish Government, however, advised the Hungar1aa 
Minister of the Interior that the passports which the Consul 
issued were not legal and that the Oonaul was not empowered 
to bsue the passports. UBQ.UOTE 

The :Board would appl'eciate any information you ~ be able to 

gather tqith respect to t&e truth of the foregoing particularly aa· to 

whether the Turkish Go.ernment disavowed any passports which a 

Turkish Consul mq have issued in an effort to save lives. 

THIS IS \'ffiB t.';KAHA GABLS NJ. 130. 

1:30 p.m. 
November 231 1944 

Miss Chauncey (!or the Sec 'Y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Colm, DuBois, 
Friedman, Hodel, Lesser, .Mannon, McCormack., Files f-. 

LSLeeeer lhh 11-22<--44 { ,C, :{. • 
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Do.tEd NovEmbEr 20, 1944 · 

REc 'd 9:28 a.,m. Zlst 
;:-, 

SEcrEtaroy of StatE, 

'ilo.ohington. 

~"lUORITY 
&OilRUL &OP~ 

(j_ ~-) 

r 

~-·· FOH B,.R.l'JES SOFIA FRON THE A.llffi/,SSl'.DOR 

;J:TD 1'-.WZIG WRB 545 • 
.y 

:.ccording to rEports l'EcEiVEd in ~Ia-:;a:tbut· tn-:, 

srov._;_Js of' rEfUgEEs procEEding to Po.lEstinE f'rom 

Rtb!O.nio. via Bulgaria and Turl(Ey havE bEEn dEtainEd 

c.t Stc.ru Zngora. ThE first of' thEsE groups includEs 

153 pnosons of' whom 94 c.rE \'!OmEn and childrEn 

cc1:noising 129 PolEs and 24 Rumanians. ThEy dEpartEd 

floon nunania NovEmbEr 12. ThE SEcond group numbEl0 ing 

150 pErsons dEpartEd f'ron Rumania NovEmbEr 17. A 

thi:i"d group [!rE from 200 to 250 pErsons schEdUlEd to 

·' 
-,tl 

lEaVE Ru;-aania and may alrEc.dy havE arrivEd at Sto.ra. Zo.gor!io 

WE havE bEEn informEd that thE; two-grGups havE bEEn 

"lEto.inEc. o.t _staxn_Zugora bJ::·'Rh~: stritJ.,gi:]J,)tt::~ tEl"·. @&q. clgL1s 

-1' 
to havE rEquEstEd instructions of thE SoviEt_ ri:ti.thoritiEs 

in Sofia rEgarding thEir onv;ard movE~,ep;ty1 ~ 1~\Ve arE advisEd 
• • - !<-,U 

that all~ · · 

DECLASSIFIED 
·state Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks DateS+-1L1 R 1972 



l 

-2-#2}~26l Nov-c:tbEr 20, 9 p ,n. from l,nko.rn. 

tl1c.t c.ll c·f thE rEfugEES o.rE in possEssion of R1.manio.n 

cci t visas o.nd Bulgarian tPansi t visas. CErtificatE 

tl'c.nsit visas in accordancE v1ith our agrEEmEnt .\'lith thE 

Turkish GovErnmEnt will bE issuEd at thE Turkish 

frontiEr to thosE rEfUgEES \'lho do net alrEady :y:-ssEss 

t:1c·.1 o.m1 all othEr visas CL.'1cl Entry cErtificatEs nEcEssary 

to co:·.l~JlEtE travEl to PalEstinE will bE issuEd in 

Isto.n~Jul pursuant to Existintj ngrEEaEnts with thE 

TlU'ldsh and British GovErnnEnts. 
~TC-c';'s by thE stntionr;w.stErs 

T:1E nrbi trary dEtEntion of thESE /at Sto.ra Zo.gora 

t>rEo.tEl1S thE EntirE TIOVEl".1El1t of rEfUgEES fron thE Bo.l!cnns 

tc i.-'o.lEstinE o.nd nay haVE o.n advErsE EffEct on o.ll 

rEscuE opErations particularly as thE arrival in 

J:sto.nbul of morE than cmE of thESE groups at o. tinE 

thruJ.tEns to oongE<-at. thE Turkish railways to a ~Joint 

o.t v!hich thE Turkish authoritiEs may rEscind thE 

Existin~ arrangEmEnts. 

In viEw of thE forEgoing, wE would apprEciatE 

your ;:1c,ldng inquiry rEgarding thE rEason for thE 

iutEr;'Uj_Jtion of thE raovEnEnt and your to.kine; such action 

as you ~o.y dEEm appropriatE in thE prEmisEse 

:.:iEpEatEd to DEpartnEnt as 2226, for Wnr REfUgEE 

STEINHi>.IIDT 

RB 



( ·~- •• f !_ -.. -, ','' •• 

-~ :-~~8EPARTMENT 
-- OF 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF 

STATE 

FMH-731 
This tElEgram must 

agEncy. 
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' FROM KATZKI TO PERLE 

I 

Ankara 

/f. / /15-/ 
CJ! .. /t f\---- - i /f /,- ' 
!)\)/ . .7/' /.,c;/· .-
: 1 v· (;.·( ·--·· • :. 

DatEd NovEmbEr 13, 1944 

REc 1d 8:35p.m. 

a.m. 

ThE English-FrEnch War REfugEE Board Ankara's 

. " 
No. 183172 Emigrants from Bulgaria_. and Rumcnia 

/ 

including group of 43 Polish rEfugEES from Rumania (SEE 

Ankara's 179 of NovEmbEr 7). Group of 115 Bulgarians 

{SEE Ankara's 182 of ~ovEmbEr 9). dEpartEd NovEmbEr 10 

procEEding to PalEstinE. 

STEINHARDT 

CONTROL ~OPY 
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Htl HfiTZfl Lfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE J 

132 NA$SAU STREET 
(ROOM 8t9) 

NEW YORK 7. N. V. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

November 17, 1944 

Honorable John w. Fable, Executive Director 

War Refugee ~ard 
Treasury BUilding 
Washington, D• u. 

Honorable Sir1 

May we call to your attention the enclosed press notice fr<111 

Istanbul and translated b,y us from the Yiddish. 1 

We were paintull~ grieved by the report, and it further ~ 

phasizes the need for a most vigorous and definite polioy, if the 

pitiful few remaining in the European vale of tears are to hope for 

rescue. 

ll May we respectfully urge an immedate and strong intercession 

with the Governmsnt of Tumey, in the nalll9 of humanity, to recognize 

the humane Act of its oonsol in BUdapest and give credence to the 

doauments issued, whic)l will be used only for saving these Uvea and not 

to seek pe:rmanent residence in Turkey. The American Government should 

give every assurance to Turke,v that the passports will so be used, and 

that further provision for the care of the 1450 in the event of their 

release, will be assumed. 

2)Ma~ we ask you to advise us whether there have been a~ further 

developments in the matter of the e,ooo HUnsarian Jews for whose release 

to SWitzerland negotiations are under w~q. A strong assurance b,y our 

Government that these 8,000 would be given refuge, would definltel~ 

hasten the release of these unfortunates. we could never forgive our

selves if this golden opportunity were neglected since the initial step 

in this matter was taken by the Hun~rlan GOvernment. 

we shall dee~ appreciate your ·continued concern in these vital 

matters and we anxiously await your further advices. 

with deepest appreciation, 
very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGEROY 00104I~EE "c ~ 

.. ~~~ 
Rabbl A-.1-~am Kalmanowlts · ~ _: 'i 

To r11cue, s1111e and preserve from war destruction tbe Torab vain<~ · ,;; 

(Y eshlvoth, R4bbh, Scholars and Communal Leaders) 

To flflllze the, pouibilities for rescue of European Jewry where the 

V 11 a d H a h a t z a I a program h e.Peclalljl ntedtd. 
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ISTANBUL November"2~th 

\!a The Turkish consul in Budapest attempted to aave 1450 Jews from the 

Budapest ghetto in danger of deportation to Germarv. by making them 

Turkish oitizlns, but his government did not permit 1t. 

The Consul endeavored to follow the example of the Swedish representative 

in Budapest who had already done so. The Turkish Uovernment, however, 

advised the Hungarian Minister of the Interior that the passports whioh 

the consul issued were not legal and that the consul was not empowered 

to issue the passports. // 
~&__....-

I 
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I 

i 

J , 
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November 13, 19/J. 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

The following message for you from Y.r. PUpal 
was received through the American Legation in Lisbon 
under date of November 11, l944t 

0
118. Griffel Agudas Israel Istanbul asking 

Joint finance Turkish boat accommodating 300 
religious persons from Conatanaa costing 30

1
000 

Turkish pounds payable Turkey. Keasler also 
advises departure 2 boats each carrying 300 
passengers from Constanaa rwnored &.nd also 
possibility Greek boat SMYRNA accommodating 
1200. Please advise. We requesting Kessler 
provide cost fig1.1res other boats and will advise further. 11 

Very truly yours, 

Vflf~MY :!. "· l'eltl• 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Collllllittee, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16; New York 

RDrury ll/13/44 
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washington; 

')( 
3926, Eleventh. 

~ v K 
FOR LEAVITT FROM PILPEL JDC 118 WRB 252. 

/ Griffel Agudas Israel Istanbul asking joint finance 

Tu~kish boat accommodating 300,religious persons from 
./ . 

Costanza costing 00,000 Turkish pounds payabl~ Turkey. 

" Kessler also advises departure 2 boats each carrying 

300 passengers from Costanza rumored and also possi
/ 

bili ty Greek boat s,,JYRNA accommodating 1200. Please 

advise. We requesting Kessler provide cost figures 

other boats and will advise further. 

NOR WEB 
JlviS 

. CONTROl COPY 
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(1) 
EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Ankara, November 11, 1944. 

Herbert Katzki, Esquire, 
War Refugee Board, 

Istanbul. 

Dear Herbert: 

I ,., 
,~ \. 

Supplementing your recent exchange of cqrres
pondence with Mr. Packer, I have reason to believe 
from the casual remarks made to me during the past 
week or ten days by officials of the Turkish Govern
ment that they have been putting up trial balloons 
to see if they cannot terminate the 11 Children•s 
Scheme 11 and general agreement that the Foreign Office 
gave me some months ago for the transit of Jewish 
refugees through Turkey to Palestine even though 
visas may not have been issued in advance. On both 
occasions that the subject was touched on with me 
I immediately expressed pained astonishment and 
indicated clearly that any attempt to disturb the 
existing arrangements would prompt me to go straight 
to the Prime Minister for an explanation as to why 
the Turkish Government desired to no longer partici
pate in the humanl tarian act of helping us to rescue 
unfortunates. Mr. Packer bas taken the same line 
in his talks with Payman. I have gained the im
pression that my violent reaction has punctured 
these trial balloons and tnat no further attempt 
will be made for the time being by the Turkish auth
orities •to disturb the existing arrangements. 

For your information, I believe the trial 
balloons were prompted by the inconvenience sus
tained by the Iuinis try of Communications resulting 
from some 700 or 800 arrivals within the space of 
a relatively few days and· growing anxiety that the 
Turkish Government may be drawn into the Arab-Jewish 
controversy·in Palestine by continuing to transit 
large numbers of Jewish refugees. As against these 
two motives the desire to maintain frlendly relations 
with the United States, not to arouse the American 
press or to offend the American Ambassador will 
doubtless prevail. I am accordingly not seriously 
disturbed. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

- r-r:o 1 8 1972 
By R.H. Parks Date~ 

You i 

l 



• • 
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You may wish to report the foregoing to 
the War Refugee Board--preferabl1 by letter 
or despatch instead of by telegram. 

With kind personal regards • 

;;:;=~~ 



DEPARTMENT 
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) -;;W.1Ji, /')), l '"'·'''~'~D~f,m~rs 
fZ;, f (f'~i ; ~ ;Y 1944 NUV I' AM ~ 50 

EBF'-333 ' Ankara 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
othe;p than a Government 
Agency. (~Slf{fS~Wo) 

Secretary of Stat~, 

Washington, 

2155, November ll, noon 
f. ,· 

FROM ICATZKI TO PEHLE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

An additional group of 115 persons (Alli~arars 

182) including 87 children arrived in Istanbul 

november 8 from Bulgaria proceeding to Palestine under 

the Ambassador's acreement with the Foreign Office, 

They will leave Istanbul for Palestine by railroad 

within the next few days, 

STEINHARDT 

RB 

COMlROl.CD~l'····'•· 
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November a, 1944 

Dear Mr. Leavtttl 

The following masea~a for 1ou from Robert Pilpel was 
received through the American Legation in Lisbon under date 
of November 6, 19441 

"ll2. !!6 peruons arrJ.ved Istanbul Novell!ber 3 by ra:U 
from Bulgaria, 51 children, 4 escorts, 25 men relGnaed 
from labor oamp Bo1·, tmd family of 4 and 2 children. 
Group leaving for Palestine November 6~ also 43 Poles 
arrived Istanbul November 5 frolll Rumania 9n route 
Palestine. Reference our 111, Wolf Saind requeBta 
per capita pa;yment 500 SwiaB francs for 547 SS SELADHIN 
passengers; Joseph Schwartz cabled Passman Augu8t 28 
'view situati.on would prefer pass on each proJect as it 
rna terializes 1nstes.d of giving bl.rulket aut.hori ty. 1 

•Advlae whether foregoing S!riss franc payment authorized.". 

Very truly yours, 

rtn~ed) J. w. Pehle 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 
American Jeuish Joint Diatribution 

COIIJ!I1ttee, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
!lew York 16, New York 

ll/8/44 
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SEcrEt~ry of StntE, 
~ .... ~ 

ro ~~ 
,_')~ 

~ 
xc: 
r_J -n -,,fJ, 

,::et.sllinG;ton~ 

3872, Sixth, 7 pm 
X \0 -i 

::1-.,. ..,.. --1 
0~ rTI 

86 yE~n& nrrivEd Ist11.nbul NovEmbEr 3 by r11.il frocl 

Bulgnrin 51 chilc1r.En 4 Escorts 25 mEn rElEnsEci frofJ li.bor 

c;·np Bor cmc, fnmily of 4 And 2 childrEn. Group lEnving . 

for ?n1EstinE NovEElbEr 6 nlso 43 PolEs arrivEd Istc.n~Jul 

Novu1oEr 5 from i.um<>nia EnrcJUtE PalEstinE. '1EfErEnCE OUl' 

111 Folf S~inc1 rEc•uEsts pEr cnpita p11.ym:::nt 500 Swiss Fr2.ncs 
/ 

for 5£.17 stECJ.mship SELATTHIN passEngErs JosEph Schvmrtz C<'-

blEd P~ssonn August 28 "viEw situation would prEfEr ~c.so on 

Each ~JrojE<;:t as it matEriRliZES instEad of giving i.Jl<~n'<:Et 

authority", 
j 

:,dvisE 1-'hEthEr forEgoing Swiss frRnc paymEnt authoriZE•: 

NORVVEB 

! 1101\ u 

\ 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STtl.TE I 
( 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

I 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUN !CATIONS 

'1''',..) ,~~lj)R)j~S/ 
tv~~·~;/~~-~; I 

Ankara BJR - 46 
T;,is tElEgram must bE 
~~raphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
AgEncy. (REeTR1eTSB) 

DatEd NovEmbEr 7, 1944 / }z't." \ 
1:45 a.m. 8th. 4:{ /, JJ_f } REc 1 d f/J,,f;L.(t,/ 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

iv?,shington. 

2128, NovEmbEr 7, 2 p.m'. (:<;·'· . ,., 
t / r· 1 

FROM KATZKI TO PEHLE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Ankara's No. 179. x 
ThE g;oup of 80 adults and chlldrEn who arrivEd 

in Istanbul from Bulgaria on NovEmbEr 3 (sEE Anl~ar;:·_ls 

i1o.· 177 of NovEmbEr 4) dEpartEd undEr thE Ambasse.c1or
1 

s 
. , 

agrEEmEnt with thE ForEign OfficE by rail from 

Istanbul on NovEmbEr 6 procEEding to PalEstinE. 
v 

An additional group comprising 43 adult Polish 

rEfugEES who had bEEn in Rumania for somE timE 

arrivEd in Istanbul NovEmbEr 5 En routE to PalEstinE. 

STEINHARDT 

HEV 



/\JI."l-385 1~-;.: :'-J;J,/ ~. 

DIVISION OF 
SOMMUNICATIONS 

This tElEgrnn :~mst DE It',, 1/ !;_) 
pnrnphrnsEd bEforE bEing 
co::>:·.mnic:JtEd t·o. anyonE _ 
othEr than o. GovEr,nraEdt.

1
.'::; 

Date:d NovEnbir"4, 19-14 

ilc;Ency, ~1t!!~Tl'l:IH(~'r:;,;·t' 

:fh'.shinc;ton 

2l;(-4, l!OVEHbE r 4 , 3 i) .r.l, 

i 
:.:'1\0l: EiiTZ;~I 'l'O :::>c:::LE: 'JiiTI. REFUGEE :JOJ\RD 

illlEATIL 1 S l:o, 177 
J( 

For ~'our informn'cion on UovEr.1bEr 3 ::~ croup of 
...--

00 pErsons procEEfinc to PnlEstinE arrivEd in 

Isto.nbul by rnil froc :Sulcnrin, ThEy insistEd 24 
I 

nEn uho EscapEd to Sofia :Lrom thE i.lor ninEs 
( 

Ynsoslaviu, 50 childrEn undEr thE 11 cl''-ilc'rEn Is 

schEr.lEn nncl 6 ndults Escorts for thE childl"En. It 

STE Il!Hl\F:DT 
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INCOMING DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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I STATE TELEG'.RAM 
OEP~-~:Th\ENTOF STATE 

n·~ ,~.,.. !r'!'·l /)r· l 
FBU-971 · ,. · .. r Ankara 

This tElEgram must bE 
paro.phrasEd bEfO:rJ41j"ttt~ PM ~a~3d OctobEr 28, 1944 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt REc 1d 10:45 p.m. 
AgEncy. (JiiltiilTRJ!Bifi~.L.·- . , 1•·1,-i·'t' I - Ill• '• .j lfV 

Mir! i\ECOiWS 
. ( LIAIS01'4) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

·aashington. 

2070, OctobEr 28, noon. 
-<-

CONTROl &OP1 
I 

FROB KATZKI TO PERlE WAR l1EI"UGEE BOARDI. 

ANKARA'S NO. 171. 

ThE JEwish AgEncy has rEvisEd thE information 

prEviously suppliEd us (sEE my 2 1 043, OctobEr 2.5) 

as follows: 

1. ThE childrEn t s group from Rumania comprisE.s 

110 childrEn instEad of 156 prEviously rEportEd to 

us. 

2, ThE fEW Transnistrian childrEn originally 
y • 

includEd in thE group WErE rEmovEd at thE Rumanian -

Bulgarian bordEr. WE arE informEd that thE Einigr!'ltion . 
of Transnistrian childrEn from Rumania_ is not pErmittEd 

o.s thE Russian authoritiEs, claiming that such childrEn 

arE Russian nationals, dEslrE to rEpatriatE. thEm to 

Russian tErritory. 

ThE ch1·ldrEn 



- ·-. . .. \' 

;··-.. 

-2,.,72070, OctobEr 28 7 noon, from Ankara. 

ThE childrEn togEthEr vrith somE 40 adults 

from Russia dEpartEd from Istanbul OctobEr 2.7, 

procEEding to PalEstinE,. 

ThE forEgoing is for your infbrmation. 
L 

STEINHI\Rm 

EEC 

-·-.· 

:':_._ 

. .:.. 
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! ~~,.r rfEPARTMENT 
1 

(\) OF \ STATE 

Secretary of State, 

1V'ashington. 

2043, October 26, 8 a.m. 
X ' 

--) 
!-

". { 

Ankara 

FRON KATZKI TO PEHLE lvAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Ankara's No. 169 
X 

Group of 156 children arrived in Istanbul by' 

railroad direct fromRumania on October 25. These 

children, immigrating to Palestine, include 

re::,1atriates from T;ansnistria, Polish refugees who 

had been in Rumania and R;manian nationals. They 

received visas, including Turkish, pursuant to the 

SO-Called II Children IS Scheme 11 . 'for evacuating Jewish 

children from the Balkans to ·Palestine and constitute 

--..;~ 

th~ first group to be evp.cuated from Rumania 

thereunder since its inception in 1943. It i~· p_laim~d 

that the children leave -Istanbul·for·P~;tl·estinJ·.py · 

railroad on Ocrtober 27. 

The 

n,?wS Will be 



octobe~ 16, 1944 
Mr. Hi~eohmnnn 

J. v.. Pellle 

In tile 1R\Arest Of 011r ii50od J•ele.T.1ona with the State 

Department, 1 woQld like to have fOil talk to the people 1n 
....- ....--

Uta.te ... .,rking on Tlivk1oh arl3 Salkan mattflrll and twlng them 

up to d9.te ·,d_th r~gard to ov.r not1v1t1ea 1n these II.I'EIQS. i ,/ 

Please m8~e the neoeeenry ar~nngement.a through George warren., 



-
ORIGIRAL TEXT o:r TELilGRAY S:IBN!I! 

J'ROM: Secretary of State, Washington 
/ 

'1'01 American Consul, Jerusalem 

DA'l'EDi October 11, 1944 

BUMBER: 163 
< 

From War Refugee Boardo 
~ 

Please deliver the follQwing message to Charles Passman, 
y / 

18 Altau1 Street, Jeru~~al.trm, from'll'. A;, Lee.vltt of ~ Amer;can 

Jewish Joint D1str1buUon Oommitteel 

~UOTB We ha~e glYen serious ·cbnsidergtion to your 

oable lJI1 i\U:'ther voyeges'of"eitlal:lilUJ.gtii'ian 811'd 

Turkish boats·1fttl10i1t··sate"aon(i~· ··lfe'''sgr'Ei'e 'fUllY· 
. / 

nth ril'iir ·and·· Rlr~ilhlna:illi'll vtewpoi'ilt'·'iiM1i'· thilre·'ls 

no necessity to evaouate·xunmiil"mFo':iB\'iiga.A:b' ;J8'1f~ · 

under same oondt tit;na· all· heretol"o:t'e' iilll1'th~r~f'6r8 wll ·· 

would ask ydu to 11\:t(;i•ur·Jffltih ;Ag~q·;th&:~ oil.\0 ~~ • .; 
st8ll41nc i'i\,.coatdili& our fil®iciai. p#ttctpahb'n lh1b:eie 

'I!'OY&ges 1e termt rated by u aD.d· Jlildft''jgen6,r tel lio' 
authorililed to~ prooeea • w:l. th atio11. votdlie'~·.'counU»l''brr c)ijil" 

f1nanilb1 parUclpatton. We at-4 however tli-~J.a'te' · '·' · 
. : \ -. 

e»~ider (1JWJ.C11il .D£\L'tl"l:Patio-u .tu\iW'~W ·ru••· Wi1t :, ;: .: 





.......... , .... 



~'tj 

;~' 

"From J"ewish Agonoy have received apenditures atatanmt 
for August and 1uly tor tl'alisportation and mlntenanoe 
trom Iatanbul to Syrian border appro:dmately Tluklsh pounds 
100,000. The statanent of aooount reoelved ls too general 
and more details are being obtained an4 attar oheoktDg these 
wlll be sent to J'erusalem and to Lisbon. In tbe meantlme 
042,930 has now been pald, by 111e to tbe z•tsh Agertoy on 
aooount. This amount was needed by tbe J'ewish AgeDOy ln 
dollars to take oare ot an anersenety." 

Jlr. M. A. Leavitt, 
seoretBI'Y 

.rA11101'1can 1ew1sh J'olnt 
D1str1but1on Committee, 

'Z10 Mad1aon Avenue, 
!lew Yom 16, Nn York. 

RDrlry 9/29/44 

Very truly youm, 

fll!~edl 3. 1. Pe1lle 

1. w. Pebl.e 
Executive Dlreetor 
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KD-701 
This telegram must bo 
pc.raphrasod boforo···being 
communicQ.ted to anyone 
other tho.n ll Governmer\t· 
i.gonc:y. (plili!Hil'filli') 

Sccrotc.ry of State, 

Wnshington, 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

Roc 1 d 7:01 p.·m, 

564, Septcr.1ber 26, ll a.m. 

JOIN'J' DIS'i'RIBTJTIOlJ COLJ ITTEE NK: YORK FROE .Pi.SSVL:.~~. 

Referring to your telo[;rnm i:1 c·onnection ·nith our 

147 to Lisbon. It appears you misinterpreted Hirsch-

mann's reference to importance of safe conduct. 

Hirschmann replied i.ugust 8 to 'Schv1nrtz cable J~ugust 

6 which dealt with possibilities of getting lo.rge J.mericun 

or Portuguese boats nnd tho montiori of so.fo conduct re-

ferred to those boc.ts only, 

Shortly afterwards Hirschmo.nn cnblod wc.r Refugee 

Board proposing continuation sailings small Turkish Bul-

garinn boats same as b.ofore. WRB approvod those pro-

posals settirig forth certain conditions o.nd sto. ted' they 

informed you of it ~d· that you v1cre in agreement. 

Si!'lce those vo.ri·ous proposals v1ere nmdc tho 

has cho.nged considerably~ 



• 

-2- i/564, September 26, 11 a.m., from Istanbul 

fool it appears unlikely that there is any nood from 

rescue point of view to move any Bulgarian or Romanian 

Jews.. It may be necessary to remove from Rumania Jewish 

refugees from other countries if that would eventually 

facilitate rescuing more Jews from Hungary. This, how-

ever, is impossible to toll vlithout being on thospot 

enabling objective judgment. 

/ 
I informed Schind group about payment of additional 

Swi/s francs llL},OOO. Your statement thcct such payment 

settles in full for all passengers is correct only re-

garding po.yments in Switzerland, but in addition payments 

wore made hero by Schind in Turkish pounds. Total cost 

per passenger aVDrages about $200 of Which you pay 80%. -

/,ccordingly you still owe about 36 per person for 1,786 
.r 

refugees including tho 757 who were on stoc:mship KES. 

Am getting exact accounts and aftel' -examination will- send- ---

copies to Lisbon and New York. 

Received from Jcwfsh Lg-onoy statement of expenditures 

for July and August for maintenance and transportiftloh 
::- ' 

from Istanbul to Syria border about 100,000 

Tho account submitted is too 

details which after ,check'In.g 
1·1. 

Jerusafom. ' 

. ~..:--



t 

-3- #564, September 26, 11 a.m., from Istanbul 

~~42,930 on account, Jewish l;goncy needed this amount 

in dollars to moot an onorgoncy. 

BERRY 

II!RM 



~, DEPARTMENT Dtatri 
0 F · ' read g o~~~ ~LtJ:BQl N G 

sTATE .ement. rfl!ti@l5'1i9AM 

I 
ll.Milllb5~.r~ 

JI.NlU!.F.A 

8~ 
'J.'he fol~owing for 

Se~rr r 26D~f1$10N OF 
7 porn COMMUNICATIONS 

AND REC.ORDS 

l'leo.F-e refer to your .l. '167 of 3enteolb~;l" 19. 

~n view Clf your analysis or the ei tua.tion ·.xi th res-

' . pect. to the rescue ot refut-:ees from Hung::.u•y by way of the 

Bal.k::..ne and Turkey you ure requested to return to \ihe 

United States immediately for consul~ation. 

ro1th respect to your 1764 or Ger·telliber 19, 1 concur 

ln your suggestion that no approach be made to the 
,_...... 

Turkieh Government nt this time 

ViRal l'.MV: KG 
9/25/44 

ooncernins the Uj TARI. 
HULL 
{MFV) 

CONTROL COPY· 
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II INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

\0"V$~~~ 
t COMMUNICATIONS . 
.\ M:D RECORDS · 

This t e:logr8,!Jl. ;-'M"i t b o 
pc.ro.phr::cs od 'beof'6r•h l'Jotn\::1, 9 3;~ Do. t·.. Seoptombcr 10, l v< '' 
conl!;mnicntod to anyone 
othor than a G.ovornmont Rcc •: 1:10 p.m., 20th 
Agency. ( l'ri!~WP:l91'~~) 

Secretary of Stnto, 

Washington, CONTROL COPY 
X 

1767, Scpt.Jmbor 19, 2 p.m. 
v 

PERSONAL li'OR PE!ILE <mB J:<"ROhi HIRSCHMJ"!rN. Mll().f::~ 
;( 

No, 157. 

My most recent survvy of th·:.> concliticns ''-~"d 

ckvolopmonts since my telegram of Sojjte:mbcr 5 (lmLcro. 

lfo. 159) po.rticulo.r:'c:J 'Hith respect tc tho situ::.ticn in 

Tro.nsyl v::uiia hc,s led to tho conclu.sion t:Ct:. t tho pos si-

bilitios for rescue activities from Hungary through 

Turkoy c..ro now remote. All railroncl cor:":l~PJ.::1i--.;: tions 

and movcmvnt by civilians butwooL _:ungo.r:r o.ncl tho 

Bnlko.ns not to speak of ( ':-) have como to nn one~. Since 

tho Rumanian and Bulgn.rian doclnre tion of wr-.r on 

Gormo.ny, tho Russi.f'.n front is no':' in Trc.nsylvc,nia whore 

sporadic fighting is taking pleco e-nd 'Nh.cro it ·,·1ould 

appoe-r a major front is being cronto~. Under those 

circumstances it appenrs most unlikol~,. thr'.t fUrthor 

rescue !'.cti vitios from Hungary ,can bo e;i'foctod by 



• 

/ 
/ 

-2-, -#1767, Soptombor 19, 2 p.m., fr0m Ankara. 

way of tho Balkans and Turkoy. Over cm:J. '\ bo,:o those 

consider£'. tions thoro :_ tho ncldod ;:;lemont the. t it is 

most unlikely thnt tho Russians VJould permit us to 

conduct rescue activities through -·-:·10ir field of mili-

tnry opurntionp. 

As tho ~:,olicy of tho Board n.~, sot forth in its 

Na. 106, Soptombcr 7 makes it clenr thnt my nctivities 

are limited to tho rescue of rofugoos as dtstinguishod 

from their roliof, I am of tho opinion thet t tho futuro_ 

opportuni tics for· tho roscuo of rofu[';oos frora Hungc,ry 

through 1'urkoy nrc so limited as to no J.ongor roquiro 

or justify nrJ c0ntinuod prosonco in Ankc.ro. purticulc,rly 

us Katzki is propnrod to remain horu indefinitely. In 

tho light of tho most rocont dovolopr:1c:1ts, I soo :;._;_ttlo 

adv::mtagc to bo gained iri my procoor1_ing to Buehctrost 

oven wore tho nococso.ry e.uthorizntion gruntod. On 

tho other hnnd, should it bo docmod desirable for n 

rcprosontntivo of tho Boo.rd to _proco-:;d to Buchc.rost 

Ko.tzki is quo.lifiod to undertake- .:;ho mission at tho 

appropriu to time under b.mbns sndor Stoinhnrdt 1 s gone-r~:!, 

supervision. 

In view of tho foregoing anC!- unless ,tor. rqasont! -· 
\ 

unknown to mo you dosiro my 

I 



• ; 

' -3-, #1767, Soptombor 19, 2 p.m., from Ankara. 

Ankara I request your consent to m_ i~nodiato return 

to tho United Stutes for coasultat' on particularly 

as thoro aro aspects of tho Board's roscuo program 

not necessarily connected with Turkey whlch I should 

like to rlis cuss w:i th you. Tho Am bas sad or concurs :in 

tho foregoing. 

STEINHARDT
1 

DU 

(>.~) Apparent Omissj_on. 
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\ AND RECORDS 

G~K-2Q1 
T~is tEl~~ram ci~st l)E 
pnra~~hre f1 r(: b c:f'or E ~') E1nc 
c orrrr!lun i cat Eel to ell\~.:~~-- r:

othEr than o. Gov~r~-m~r;t 

7 
,; 
J...nl:r~ra 

j__J,~:~ ;{r;~i/~ 
/)/·/I j j7.,t! 1 { ,, ' / .~_.../!J;t / 

Sq.tEmbEr 1':, 1944 ;/ D&tEd 

.t .. ~ Enc:r. ~I~C r··~JMI'.:T ~3 :-
REc 1cl 2:31 r.m., 15th, 

:?3... S_l_)tEt:1bEr l·l, ~~ 1.·-.m. - ?' 
}'01.{ .:::;;.:s, i.nl':E>.ra r s Nc. 155. 

i'i"'-~~h a viEYI to invcs .L:;c,tinc thE possibility of 

f/ t/ 
frcm GrE<o:cE tu 'l'urkcy 

y 

,.-

thE 
• 

of thE situ.c.tion in Izmir. HftEr C!)nsultat:!.on ·:;ith 

informEc~. pErsons ~hErE_ ant in viEW of thE ~I EVElo!._,int:; 

situation in GrEEcE, thE inaueuration of such an 

warrantEd at this timE. 

approximatE Jr.o rEfU[iE:O:S r.<::cVE e.rrivc~ from GrEECE in 

Izmir En routE to PalEstinE briL3inc thE total to 900.· 

/ 

\ 



TO 

FROM 

Mr. lrladJDu 

Hr. Halla 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICA liON 

) 

DATE An«ua\ JOe 1944 

Matthew Narka gave ae the attached cable aad 

uked lf I kaew anyth1q about 1\0 I teld him that 

' wh .. I waa ill Lhboa the JDC was trying to 1•t a 

eh1p tB take Jewa :t'roa the Iberian PeJli~~ula to PalBBUD .. 

I preaUIIe that Dexter toek lt. upoa h111ael:t te cable . 
Ols&D aak111.g for a Swedish ehip without coaeultiDI the 

:Board. 'fhat iB 



o~,¥r~~ 
~~ '? ... 

•. 

Matt,llew J, Marks TR•6 
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3091, August 14, 6 p.m. 
y 

THIS IS OUR NO, 72 FOR VffiB FOR DEXTER FROM OLSElf, 
/( 

Replying to your No, 4 of August 8, noon, and is 

i 
I 

/ 

·' 

being repeated to ·aasllinc;ton. (My 3091 August 14, 6 p.m., 

repeats this to Washine:;lion) after checking with various 

shipping groups ~JodishvForeicn Office regrets there 

are no vessel; available suitable for proposed trans-

portation of Jews to Haifa. When current prisoners 

exchange program is completed vessels might be available 

in about two months. 

RNK 

JOHNSON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

/ 

By R. H. Parks DateS[P -18 1972 



TO 

FROM 

!4r. Pehle 

~!r. Lesser 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE August 17 1 1944 

V' Attached is a copy of a cable left with me by R!i.bbi 
Kalmanowitz yesterday. He said that he has taken the matter up 
with Mr. Hymafi of the J.D.C., e.nd that he stated that J.D.O. would 
make the funds available if the War Refugee Board approves the planv 
to bey the ship. The Rabbi also stated that he had talk:e

1
d to Ambassa

dor Steinhart and quoted him as saying that he would investigate the 
practicability of the plan when he returned to Ankara. I suggested 
that the Rabbi advise Mr. H.Y= of his conversation with the Ambassador• 
I told him that if the Ambassador found the plan practical and the 
J .D.O. were ~tilling to put up the money, I could not conceive of the 
Board having ~ objection. 



Mr. Pehle 

Mr. Lesser 

Attached ie a cov,r of a cable left with me b7 Rabbi 
Xalmanovltz 78Btol'llq. He said that he hae taken the matter up 
with Mr. Jl.yman of the J.D.O., aail that he stated that J.D.O. would 
mako the funds aTallable 1t the War Refvgee :Board apprQYea the pl~ 
\oW the &hAp. fhe Babbl also stated that he had talked. to Amb&lJa
dor SteiDhe.n and quoted him as eqlag that he would iuveatl&at• the 
pract1oabU1 t7 of $he plaa when he ntumed to ADlrAI'a. I suggested 
tbat the &.bbi ad:riae Mr. ~n of hle conversation with the Ambaeaador. 
I told hill that; 1f the AmbasaadoJr f01Uid the plaa p:n.ctlen~ and t~e 
J .D.c. ware wllU.ua to put up the 1110ney, I could Mt comrelve of the 
Board ha'Vlng ~ objection. 

LSLeaser1tmh B-17-44 '(. ~- ~. 



/ f 

Received at 39 Bark Iww, New York at W 44 Aug. 12, 1944 AM 10 00 
s 

l\Sll8 XOX Ty414 BEYOGLU 91/89 11th 0955 

VANDHATZW\ 131 HASSAUST NEH Y01£K (DELR 132 NASSAU ST) 

VIEW SHIPS luEFKUEE CATASTROPHE V/HERE O:'iLY FIVE PERSOHS SAVED URGORGII.HIZE 

l•iORE ACCEPTABLE Ew.IGF..ANTS SHIPTRAI£PORTS Il£TEAD SMALL SAILBOATS 

STOP ALSO ACTUAL COST PHESENT TYPE DEAHER AS PURCHASE OWN SHIP FULL'* 

.PJ.IORTilli·:G Ol-IE ATJIIOS'T TWO VOYAGES STOP BESIDES AT1'AINABLE GREATER 

SECURITY MENl'IRTHY VOYAGE CAN BUY SWEOOHIP FIVEHUNDREDTEqUSAIID 

DOLLAES SIXTHCLEANDFIVEHUHDRED TOi'l DEADWEIGHT CAPACITY FIVE.'THOUS.AllD 

PASSENGERS EACH OIDT BEDPLJi.CE STOP SHUUD SAIL S\'1EDFLAG 

BESIDES Ml'Ei:T PEOCURE INTERHEDCROSS:o!S PATRONATE STOP i"/IRE IF 

:mcESSA2Y J,!EAl"iS OUR DISPOSAL THISC.ASE VIILL THEN LET EXAMI''E SHIP BY 

EXPERTS A;m E1'TER NEGOTIATIWS s·,mDEMBASSY 

GHIFFEL KJ>STNEI'. KLAW>AN 

\ 
I 

\ 

I 
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\ 

~· 

Dear J.!r. Leavitt 1 

The following meesage for you t.rom Doctor Sobwarta 
(JDC No. 4.5) has been received through the American lmbassy in 
Lisbon1 

"S&ly lfayer advisee group 500 Hungarian Jn,- espected 
Basle immediately. This group together with 1,200 nOll' at 
Bergen Belaen possibly make up group of 1700 we cabled about 
from Ankara. 

I ,, 
"'nter-Croes attanpting arrmge trcaport through Rwun'-' 

tor certificate holders for Palestine. Aleo trying find ahipe~ i 
which 18 moat difficult. U all other poaeibiltiee tail, Inter-:. 
Crose baa asked it United Statea and British Oovern.ents would · 
provide one or two ah1pa for thie purpose. We underat.ld 1IRB 1 

reprenntative Bem telegraphing recoll!lllending auch action. .. 
Should urge you take this matter up with Waahington immediatelf 
ae time is abort. · 

' ! ·~ 

f~ 
"Just heard SS BULBUL lett Oonatmaa August 1 with 350 '· 

passengers. JDO will p~ 17S,OOO Bwiaa banos on errival /. 
Ietm bul from two lllillion tnnoa Which -.r has. For your 
information JSO,SOO france alread,y paid froiD thie account tor 
761 people who oame on SS KASBBO Forty :retugeea coming .from 
Greece arrived in Istanbul August.). 

"tSO,<!OQ you sent to British Puaport Control Office 
Constantinople arrived aately.n 

Very truly youra, 

«w~RnM J it • tt • Penla 

J. w. Pehle 
Bxeoutive Director 

lfr. Jl. Ai Leavitt, Seoretary, 
American Jmllh Joint Diatriblltion Oaa.itt .. , :no lladiaon Aqnu•, 
lew York, Haw torlc. 

:\~ ..-' 
FHodel:jth 8/10/44 ~ 
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~~~' s: ~~ 
2428, i.ugust 7, 1 p.m. Cf>~ N :;, ~ 

!( ....: I ,.... o ~ 

WRB 143, JDC 45 FOR IEi.VITT FRm.~ SCWJJ.R'l"ll rn 

;j"so.ly' H;yE~SE s group 500 Hungc.ric.n J.Ews EX- h~ 
pEctEd BeslE immEdiatEly. This group togEthEr with • 

/ 
1,200 noVI Gt BErgEn BE lsEn possibly m::.kE up group of 

1700 WE cnblEd Gbout from LnkerG. 

I IntEr-Cross attEmpting c.rrangE transport through 

RumGnio. for cErtificetE holdErs for Pc.lEstinE. Llso 

trying find ships, VJhich is most difficult. If c.ll othEr / fl-J...A. 'fr,J. 1. 

possibilitiEs feil, IntEr-Co··oss hc.s askEd if UnitEd~f'1...:_:]_;
1 

Stc.tE s :::md B;i tish GovErnmEnts would ''rovidE onE or~"--. ';,tL-r•=ri -lt..M.""" v .J . .,...., r"-~64. 

two ships for this purposE. V'fE undErstand c:mB rEprE-

sEntntivE BErn tE lEgrc:ohing rEcommEnding such o.ction. 

Should urgE you t:c.kE this mc.ttEr up Ylith Wc.shington 

immEdic.tEly ns timE is short. 
r 

Just hE:c.rd SS BULBUL lEft Const::-.nzn Lugust 1 v1ith 

350 pGssEngErs. JDC vlill pey 175,000 Sv1iss frencs on 

nrrivnl Istc.nbul from two million frr·.ncs which MnyEr 

hns. For 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, l·SEP lB 1972 

By R. H. Parka Date-
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-2- #2428, ;"U()Ust 7, 1 p.m., from Lisbon 

hC'.s, For your inform::'. ti on 380,500 frt'.ncs C'.lrE C'.dy /C'.id 

fron this c-.ccount for 761 pEoplE nho cC'.mE on SS KLSDEC 

Forty rEfugEEs couing from GrEECE C'.rrivEd in Istcnbul 

:.uc;ust 3. 
I 

:;~50 1 000 you sEnt to British PC'.ssport.Control 

OfficE ConstC'.ntinoplE f'.rrivEd 
1

so.fEly.J/ 

NORYIEB 

JT 

LHS 

I 
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~§ill_ I e T E!~ !)/# 
BE-71 PLAIN 

Ankara' 

Dated August 

Rec 1 d 7:30 p.m.,9th 

Secretary of State 

washington 

>-
.2~ 
<~ 

-~~ 
":":)'"""'i"j 

-n rf) 

-l 
1457, Eighth 

A 
Today's semi-official ULUS ~ll~ow~ 

article: Because of humanitarian feeling for their 
~ 

plight, Turkish Government has been smoothing path 
J 

and endeavoring assist in ever wider scope Jews of 

central Europe and Balkans, exposed to persecution 

there, who've been passing through country in transit. 

~umero?s parties of Jewish children bearing transit 

visas came from Hungary Bulgaria and Rumania in 1943 

and 44 crossing Turkey on way to Palestine. At 

present moment group of forty-three children is en 

route from Bulgaria bearing Turkish:visas. Furthermore 

every week at least forty to fifty pe_ople have received 
I 

visas from our Consulates at Bucharest, Budapest and 

Sofia for transit across country. Five groups 

totalling 1826 Jews having no time apply at our 

Consulates for visas and obliged de.;;art immediately 
---- ----------------~-----~~~ 



-2~ #1457, Eighth from Ankara 

in order be saved left Constanza in motorboats and 

upon arrival Istanbul were given Turkish transit 

visas and departed for Syria by train, 

KELLEY 

CAW -. 

/ 

--· ·--~_-..:_ 

.;, 



FRO.Ih 

T01 

DATED a 

NUMBER: 

ORIGINAL fEXr OF' TELEGRAM SENT 

Secrete,fr .~r, St~:~,JJf\''sllington 
,/ 

American Embassy, London 

August 4, 1944 

6153 
){ 

~~~ 

CONTROL nOPl 

Please deliver following message from War Refugee Board 

to Messrs. Silverman and Darou, 75 New Cavendish Street, London, 

W.l, England from A. Leon Kubowitzki, World Jewish Congress, 
New Yorka 

QUOTE Barla~ asked Turkish Government to fix quota 

of family transit' visas to be issued in each of the coun- _ 
v v 

tries Bulgaria; Hungary, Rumania to 50 per week. On 

June 9 Kemal Azfz of Turkish Foreign Office informed Barlas 

that his government could not go beYond 20 visas weekly 

since this was the figure suggested by British Embassy. 

Kindly check on this information and intervene, as Turkpy 

is lifeline for escape and as we received numerous com

plaints that Palestine certificates granted for Bulgaria 

could not be utilized because of Turkish transit policy. 

Inform Linton. UNQUOfE 

STEfi'IIIUS 
(Acting) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lotte;·, i-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date-.Sfrl R 1972 



July 291 194" 
10:30 lil.m. 

Miss Chauncey (For the Seely), Abrahamson, Cohn, Du:Bois, Friedman, · 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MCCormack , Cable Control Files. 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

LONDON 
55 New Cavendish St., W 1 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 1979 

JERUSALEM 
Vnnd Leumi P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL 
ll21 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174-4 

In reply refer 
to Jio, 181 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y. 

Hon. John 'i[, Pehle 
War Hei\1gee. Board 
Treasury Building 
.:ashington, iJ, c. 

iJear i~r. Pehle: 

CABLES: CoNGRESS, NEw YonK 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 6. 1900 

July 24, 19L!4 

I would be gra tefu 1 to you for forwarding, through 
the facilities of the State Uepari1nent, the following 
!!lessage to iur, Silverman, Member of Parliament, o.nd to 
Dr. Ba ,.a: t, iionorary Secretary of our 3ri tish Section: 

"To: 1iessrs. Silverm;;_n and Barou, 55 Hew Cavendish Street, 
London, 'if .1, Dngland 

Fro;;:: Dr, Kubowitzki, World Jewish Congress, 183L~ Broadway, 
Nevr York 

Ba.rlas asked 1hrkish Governw.ent to fix quota of family 
transit visas to be issued in each of the countries 
3ulgaria, Hungary, Rumania to 50 per vreek. On June 9 
Kamal <•ziz of Turkish Foreign Office informed Barlas 
that his goverru;1ent could not go beyond 20 visas weekly 
since this was the figure suggested by British Embassy. 
Kindly check on this information and intervene, as 
Turkey is lifeline for escape and as we received numerous 
CQmplaints that Palestine certificates granted for 
By.).garia could not be utilized because of Turkish transit 
policy. Inform Linton." 

Sincerely yours, 

~. Leon owitzki 
.U.K:bg Head, Rescue Department 

P.S. hlr. Linton is an officer of the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
in London. 



i'' 

New Yor'ftl Post 
AUG 1. 1~44 

Refugees ·Reach Istanbul 
Istanbul, Aug. 1 !lteuter! -A 
~0 Jewish refugee chi!· I 
dren has arrived fn Istanbul from 
Bulgaria on the~ay to_ Palestiru:~ I 



FROt·:: 

DA'J'~ll}: 

I 
~ll,.;-:l~ric:3.l1 .Zmt.e.£:1-y, A11~{".ara 

JulJ .. ~:.1., 10·~;~-1 

I. 
l3S5 

""'"''"''CoNTROL COPY 

I wa.e advt~ ed. th:ln mornln.c; by the Socretv:r.y Gensr.eJ. of 

Aege.an ".n<l Black SO'•t>!, for the :p~·es~t. ;.;i"l;h the follm<~inc; e:mept:l.omH 

&u.r.l cer~ain worAen ships \JJ.ll he aJ.lo·.~ecl. to tT&llsport coal between 

KELLEY 

DCR: GF.l 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lt;!ter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks DateMU 8 1972 



.Jr)[ 2 2 1944 

Dear llr. Leav.ltta 

f 

The fall.CIIdDB meaaqe tor 1'011 traa Dr. Scbwarts has been 
receiwd till'cmgh b Au!i081l Coasulate 0euera1 1D letaabal 'tlllder 
date ot lulT 17, 1~a 

•Jie.tereace 1e made hernith to 7aar Jfo. 626 noetvea 
here hi, n, delivered to u Juq 15. 

I haft beeD aeii!IIJ'ed b,y both he.rd.ok aDd .fa~ 
tllat the)' 41eeuaaed 110 ruoue proJeot illYol'dlla t200,ooo 
or &IV' other aaO!Utl. 

/ 

It 1e altd.aed b,y JabaUuq, fulotherman• that he has 
110 defiDlte pt~GJect to dieC'Ilss at the );JZ'8eqt nar does he 
tmuee BD,Y 1il the -.r flltuzre. I agree fu1lT with 701D' 
decision that We RefVpe Board ad CIIU' repre&entatlfta 
IIWJt approve all reaaue proJeota before bcdDg subd.tted to 
)'CO tt~~ fiDal deof.aion. 

. v 
I aa aeaured )'¥ Barke that request to Babb1 lbMD 

Pra!ee tor s,ooo Pomlde wu the result ot a ae~~~~ap tl'ca 
bill 1D 1th1ch help 1D the rucue JJ1'0II'8lll 1hl8 otfeJoea by IWI.• 

v_,. ~ ;roan, 
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July .,i,\rrRn' .~oov 
6 p.miJUa\ UL l; I I 

ThE following WRB ca.blE no. 77 is from UosEs 

A. Lee: vi tt of Joint '.stribution CommittEE. PlEase 

dE:l:i.vt.1' a parphrasE to ·Dr. JosEph Schwartz. 
~ 

QUOTE UndErstand Barlas caL::.Ed Rabbi EhrEnprEis 
/ 

for 5,000 pounds Dhich rEquEst was rEtransmittEd 

NEw York sincE I.losaisk~FoErsamlinc;En unablE providE 

this sum stop whilE WE wElcomE participation JEwish 

groups throughout world in rEscuE program you should 

v1ork out with Bo.rlas coordinatEd approach in ordEr 

Elimino.tE confusion. 

EmErgEncy CommittEE to SavE JEwish PEoplE rE-
/ ..""' 

quEstEd us givE Jo.botinsky $2001 000 for rEscuE pro-

jEct which thEy claim Jabotinsky has discussEd nith 

REcmick. 1/E rEpliEd all projEcts must bE approvEd 

by our rEprEsEntativE and_by WRB nnd thErEforE sub

mittEd to us for dEcision. rlE havE had thus far 

no rEport rEgarding any concrEtE projEct.UNQUOTE 

VJTIB : l.U.IV :KG NE 

HULL 
( GLVJ: 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parka DateSff-j: 8 1972 



-. 

QABLB '1'0 Ali!CARA 

Please deliver following to Dr. Joseph 5ohWartz from 

Moses A. Low itt of Joint D1atribution 00111l111ttee a 

11U'ndarstancl Barlae cabled Rabbi Bhrenpre18 far s,OOo pounds 

17h1oh request was retranti!Ditte4 New York Binoe 1loeaillca 

F081'8ai!ll.ingen unable provide this SUJD stop \fh1le we 

welcome partioipst ion Jewish groups throughout 'lilill'Jli 1n 

rescue progrrun you ohould work out 1'11 th llarlae ooordlnatecl 

approach in order elim1ne.te ccmfusion. 

Emergency Oomad.ttee to Save Jnieh People requested 

uo give Jabotirutlq #200, 000 .for reuouo project mioh they 

claim Jabotineky baa cl1aou11ed with Reaniok Stop We 

replle4 all projects IIIU8t be ap roved by our representative 

and by WBB 111d thereatter submitted to us tor decision Stop 

We have had time far no repoJ't regard1ng 4117 concrete 

projeot." 

........... 
JUl7 i. 1944 
12130 p.m. 'I 
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Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
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t2f3 
~ July 10, l p.m. 

/ 
Ankara 

AND RECORDS 

cnNTHOL c.nny 
Dated July 10, 1944 

Rec 1 d 11:35 p.m. 

·~; f 

/ 
W.'..R REFUGEE BO.-,RD FROM HIRSCH!•'L:",NN. Ankara 

from day to uay. (Reference is made to Department's 

obviously tho number increases as refugees 

assemble for embarkation and decreases after a vessel 

carrying refugees has departed. As indicated in the 

Erabassy 1 s 1230, July 7 reporting my conversation with 
,/ 

Cretzianu on July 5 transportation facilities in 

R~~ania are confused and chaotic as a result chiefly of 

bombing •. 

I am making every effort to expedite the movement 

of the four Turkish and·one Greek vessel from Constanza. 

It is reported that at the moment there is a concentration 

in Constanza of additional refugees, the number of whom 

is unknown, 

RR CSB KELLY 
DECLASSIFIED 

_ State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 18 1972 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JlillJIO MUNDIAL 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y. 

LONDON 

/]-
/ r __ , 

55 New Cavendish St., W I 

CABLES: CoNGRESS, NEW YonK 

TELEPHONE: ClncLE 6 ·1900 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 1979 

July 6, 1944 

JERUSALEM In reply refer 
Vnnd Leumi P. 0. B. 411 to l No • 139 
MONTREAL 

1121 St. Catherine St. W Hon. JOhn VI. Peble, Executive Director 
MEXICO CITY Wa;r Refugee Board 
Sonora 1744 Treasury Building 

Washington, D. c. 

..e-34 

Dear Mr. PehLe: 
" . -May I refer to the message from Dr. R1egner which you trans-

mitted to Dr. Wise on May 31st and to the first paragraph of 
his message of June 2lst which you transmitted to Dr. Goldmann. 

Both me.ssages stressed the ~ery urgent need of financial 
support~which the Rumanian Jewish Community finds itself 
and of increased rescue possibilities of which the greatest 
and speediest use should be made. 

These needs and opportunities are confirmed by the following 
cable sent by Mr. Barlas to Dr. Goldmann on June 19th. 

11 2735 ACCORDING TO IlOORMATION PALOFFICE BUCAREST 
RUMANIAN GOVERID.[IDNT DECIDED CREATE EMIGRATION OFFICE 
UNDER DIRECTION MR ZISSU OUR REPRESENTATIVE STOP 
PROMISED FACILITATE EMIGRATION BY LOC~ BOATS STOP 
WRLTING FULLY STOP INFORMED AMBASSADOR STOP PLEASE 
INFORM BOARD ACCORDINGLY" 

I would be grateful to you for informing me of the action 
which the Board has decided to take upon the request conveyed 
by Dr. Riegner. 

ALK:ef 

Sincerely yours 

v 
bowitzki, Head 
artment 



-
FROM: 

TO: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELE~;j:JJ'PNT 

~ECRETARY OF STATE, w.As~ijl.~.olfQ; "r· ROl 
AMCONSULATE GENERAL, ISTAIBULIJ' '1 COPY 

DATED: July 4 1 1944 
C I II :.r \ L'L !>. 

NUMBER: 313 
t< 

It is requested by the War Refugee Board that you 
I 

deliver the following message, signed Mereminski, to Zeev 
j 

Shind, Istanbul, Turkey: 

QUOTE Yours June 20 received immediately utilized 
after informed all concerned. JDC accepted principle 
Jewagenc~ plan 2600 rflfugees as submitted ~ Shwartz. 
Cabled Remez inform Barlas. Barlas cable Montor 460 
May refugees yours 1712 if difference due your special 
motorboats action cable which assistance motor and 
other boats money et cetera from here necessary 
strengthen your special program also cable your recent 
information Halutz Lochem and his special needs. UN• 
QUOTE. 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dq•t. ~ :·!; _::, 1_1 1_72 



The W<•.r Rt>iUf>c;,e !:lourci r·.-•.Ut'l:n.u tb~t. you <l6liv~~or tne followin& W€/Saage 
to Z~P.V i:hlnc., I&tu.nbul, 1\u•kt;YI 

.. _Ju.::i. Yiliu:; .run~ -'.•i received im;;1odi<.t"'ly utllhfi<i o.i't.er 
lnivr::e·<l .:.d. coucel'neu. JUC nco<>pt6d ,.rinciplt~ Jcwagenoyll plan 
:·6v-J rilfUgooa ~<•> llubmir.tad •.. Shw!lrtl!.. Cabled F.ll!mez inform Bc..rh.a. 
llt,rlc.:s c&b.i.li l<ion:t<Jl' 460 hllly r&f'ugtlCB yu~.<rs 171.< if diff£renoe due 
~ 'J'-'I s,;~:ci . ._:.. woto:tboat.a nction oa~b.l.e. wldch <.nliil'tllnoe rwtor lllld 
<>r.nx:z· ba .... t.- ;uouey et.outera fro111 lwrtl uocene;u-y otren(lthen your 
5J,eCi< l ;:ro~; <.tu t.leo cabu your recent infornmtivn lialutz Louhtiw 
'!ncl !.i .~ apocilt.1 n&eds. 

11:05 a.m. 
July 1, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Abrahamson, Cohn, DUBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin~ Lesser, McCormack, Stewart, Central Yiles, Cable Control Files 



Embasay'm 1104 of JunG 19. 

Knouledg$ ot 1nstruet1ono to Turkish bord~r guards not to 
(]) +-' 

~ back Je~Bh retugeea at Bulger1an border notwithstanding 

of Turkish visa~ V@r1 interesting to Board. Board ·had no 

ouo intimation ~garding any ouch instructions. Reports 

v~d here oono~rning non-admission cover 1no1dents before 

theroof, we thG:retor~ aeou~. Board notes that 

·oy rail only ml!i:ntioned in your cable. Qa.\est1on tbas 

e wh3ther J~wm and other P0J'S@CUt9d p$ople trying to 

Bulgarian bo:r6$r o~ndestin0ly on foot or otherwise are 
I 

oov~red by these 1natruot1ona. Do these instructions extend 

to all olandeeUrut ntugoes! Board hopu the instruct! ons aan 

be continuod 1n effG§t and, it theJ do not now extend to thooe 

-~r~ivi~ at bordGr bl other means than rail, that such cases 

will be included therein. Pl&aae usG your best Judgment regard

ing means to tult1ll theee hopes. 

Information concerning mambor ot retugees crossing from 

Bulgarian frontier during past month without Turkish visas 

would be appreo1ated. 

WRB: MMV: X:G-
6/30/tM. 

S/CR 
HULL 
(GLW) DECLASSIFIED . 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 18 1972 



lle.t:enmce is !llll.<.lU t:J your ll04 of J'une 19 and n for Vlur Refugee 
lloud. 

Board gratiiied to learn that Turkish bordar .,'Uards hfl.ve been 
inatruct.ed not to tu:rn back Jewish refugeao et Bul&ar:i.un bo1'der notwith
standing lack of 'l'urkish vioaa. Thie ill first intilfllition Board has 
received regarding aey such inst.ruotione and we must assume report5 
received here regarding non-admission are of incidents ooaurring prior 
to ieauance thereof. It is noteu, however, that your cable mentions 
arri vale by rail onJ.iY, This raises a question as to the applioabill ty 
oi' such instructions to Jews and other persecuted people attolllpting to 
cross Bulgarian border clandestineJ.¥ on foot or otherwise~ Please 
ascertain whether instructions to border guards extend to all suoh 
clandestine refugees. Please use your own best ~udgment as to the . 
means by which instructions to border guards can be continued in effect, 
and extended to those arriving at border by meano other than rail if they 
do not now extend to suoh cases. 

Would appreciate information &1! to llUlllbei' of refugees coming over 
BUlgarian frontier without Turkish visas during past month. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO ANKARA NO. 69 

10:45 a.m. 
June 30, 1944 

L!iss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, 
I.a~, tr.r:r:f~· Stewart, Central Files, 

s,..JC~in: LSLEosser: ,;.r o/29/ ..4 

DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Cable Control Files 



~Ul 

Q.UOTE For your information and t~rough .. you ot Board pl'CI

poual 1norean~ 1nd1V!dual tranc1t mll~~ing ~nty vloaa Budapest, 

Sofia, BuoharG$t6 respectively, approved TUrkish Foroftio®. 

Abolition ll~t myetGe instructing @OnGuls 1asue v11as on recom

mendation looal r·eprosentati vee Qloo !bg!Mied UtlqUO'!'E. 

the 1urkm agreed, aoeording to ~~PD~t or Marc~ 6 from 
I 

liil"schmann, to g:rant transit viruu1 to 27 tamilieH •.oflill~ly from 

Bulgaria, Huneary and Romania combined, conutitut!ng ~~ekly 

a~out sixty peraone. Rmport aloo staten that Tu~ke had agreed 

to grant every ten days trano1t vloas to ten adult~ and 140 

children. 

Board ~ld appr~ciate comm~nta on quoted o&~le in light 

ot abov!• Current atat1st1es on entr1e8 into Turkey by land 

routem YOUld oloo be appreciated. 

W}Ul:MMVtKG 
6/29/44 

S/CR 

GPM 

HULL 
(GLW) 

DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-SEP 1 8 1972. 
By R. H. Parks Date...;;..;oo-o 



OABU 10 .ADAIBAa)R SfBIBJWUI! t BUlBOIDIAII, 1HA11.t., DOll W.Ail UIVGD BO.AJU) 

\ 

throueh resmlar ohaanele ae foll4WII 

~D IIJIIIBB JOBODIOB APPat>VD PllOPOSAL JICDll!JABII UDinDV.At. 

IRAISif ALLOWING IWIHfY VlSAS WllKLY :BVOlWUISf :BUDAPlJSif BOllA 

USPIOTIVBLI SlOP ALSO A&IRllliD .AliOLIBB Lift STS'fEN lBftll1fOflliG OONSUL8 

ISSUJl VISAS OJ UOOIOO:RDATIOii LOOAJ. lllli'IESENTA!IVES I!OP :rOR YOU 

ll'IJOBMA!l'IOI SlOP IUOBII BOARD AOOOIDINIBtt 'UI'Q.Votl 

Aooordlllg to Birochma!ln' B report of March 6 the !urkt acree4. to crant 

tranel t Yhas to 27 fa~~lllea weekly f:roa Bulgaria, Btuaania and laJicary 

ooab1ne4, conetituting approztmatelr 6o persona a week. Ia &441tloa :report 

etatee that lu:rke had 84JI'&e4 to grant traneU vitae to 14o ohlldren and 10 

adnlte IYery ten days. 

In light of above we would appreciate ooament on tmOted cable. We 

would alao appreolate current figuree on entriee.lato fvkey b7 lalld route. 

fAit h 1llD Cable to Ankara No. 65 

............ 
June 29, 1944 
10:45 a.m. 

IB&Mllbbk- 6f27/'44 

~(}I-
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LONDON 
One Harley Street, W. 1 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 2024.9c 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. ll. 471 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. 'V 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174-4 

( 

WORLD JEWISH [01\fli.RESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ••• CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

330 WEST 42nd STREET V 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. ~ 

\ 

\]4 

<6 3'-t v "'"' I tL~ v~ 1 

rpv 1' ~ 
CABLES: CONGRESS, Nnw YanK 

TBLBPHONB: LONr.ACRH 5-2600 

June 23, 1944 

Mr. J, W. Pehle, 
Executive Office of the President, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

I have received three 
I 

cables from Mr. Barlas which I think will be of in-

~Ul 

terest to you, I am enclosing herewith the copies. 

NG:FR 
Enc. 

With kindest regards, 

Cordiall.lf, 

Na~~ 
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FA 238 TY71 XA Beyog1u 33 19 1946 
NAHUM GOLDMAN 
342 MADISON A~UE 
NEW YORK 

JUNE 23, 1944 

2747 YOURS 2/6 RE VAADHATZALA STOP GRIFFEL AGREED REFRAIN 

FROM SEPARATE ACTION STCP MY OPINION RESCUE WORK SHOULD BE 

COOnDINATED TO AVOID CONFUSION STOP WIRE 

BARLAS 

1 
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FA237 TY72 BEYOGLU 20 19 1947 

l''AHUH GOLDMAN 
342 l-IADISON AVE 

JUNE 23, 1944 

KE'/J iORK 

274B YOURS 5/6 rtE AGUDISTS ~-lATTER ARRANGED SATISFACTORILY 

STOP GRIFFEL CABLING ACCORDINGLY 

BARLAS 
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FA236 TY74 XA BEYOGLU 46 19 m941 

NAHUM GOLDMANN 
342 MADISON AVE 
NEW YORK 

JUNE 23, 1944 

2738 TURKISH FOROFFICE APPROVED PROPOSAL INCREASE INDIVIDUAL 

T~NSIT ALLOWING TWENTY VISAS WEEKIN9-BUCAREST BUDAPEST SOFIA 

RESPECTIVELY STOP ALSO AGREED ABOLISH LIST SYSTEM INSTRUCTING COKSULS 

ISSUE VISAS ON RECOMMENDATION LOChL REPRESENTATI~ES STOP FOR YOUR 

INFORMATION STOP INFORM BOARD ACCORDINGLY 

BARLAs 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I I INCOMING \) .. ·. ..DIVISIO.N O'F COMMUNICATIONS 
TELEGRAM AND RECORDS 

1:-;;~ .~-:z--~QNlBOJJOOeY h,; r I . , , . , ... -. t ( r•>d/1 
.,..____ I ·--r -( ...._LJ;\ 

DMH-328 ---- Stockh lm __ U 
Dist~ibution of truE_ ·._ 
rEudlng only by spEclal DotEd· JunE 30, 1944 
nrr::mgEmEnt, (& I W) 

REc 1 d 12:51 p.m. 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

,.;a shington 

2382, JunE 30, 3 p.n. 

FOR ,,J,R REFUGEE BOARD 

urgEnt cablE to ChiEf Rabl/_ E:_l'EnprEis"' rEquEsting 

5,000 pounds stErling/bE sEnt to British p~-~ort 
thot 

officE 

ot British Embossy, Istanbul. ThEsE fundi arE to bE 

placEd ot disposal of Barlos for tronsportotion fEEs 

COVEring D group of rEfUgEES EXpECtEd to arrivE in 

TurkEy nExt WEEk. SincE thE EhrEnprEis CommittEE doEs not 

hovE funds, thE mattEr is rEfErrEd to you for any oction 

that is possiblE. This is our No. 43, 

FS 
EJH 

JOID-!SON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date__5_E_I?,.1 6 1972 



~PARTrvJI@11!T r~- OUTGO ~-£~ ~. ~ F D:t.:H:t·iouc:t • .,J.'u lNG . l:TlVISION OF 
\ 0 . rEndi~;,; y u'f;JXit!t;)-r:GRAM '.1 p • COMMUNICATIONS 

STA lli.rranoEm to 'IWJ- AND RECORDS 

r~-------i iltf'AiiTMt.t.T IIF~-~- ' -----r ,· · -.. . .o~rr. , 
-· - ·..,,.. I~.~ C)-~' ) (1 . .' 

.. .. --"(· ·• I ' ·. . 
~ ···-, J. ·---~-' 
~- , .... · 

- ~; .. ,,,., .. ;~~~TROL CO y 
a: 4-l BoQrd aablt 6' bolo~ 1e tor 

:J' (1) • Hirmohm.a.nn o 

lr.. ~·J ·c 
:n n..· ; ~ I Indicated bJ Sofia report rGOeived here that a 

) ~ ~ thousand 'fu:rkioh pounda are demanded thore for each >-. Q) on 

-~ S ~- 'F.urkil!lh visa. Inquiry all! to oor:rectnesfll of report 

~; o .:=; ... ould bfJ appreciated. altUl it correct your etfortlil 
0 . __ (,) 

.._, u 
L X : ~ ~ to reduco ~quired amount materially. 

HULL 
(GLW) 

S/C1 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Park• D~t.e~£p l8 1972 

-.! 



CADLE TO AMBASSADOR BrEINHARIJr AT ANKARA FOR HIRSCHMAHN 

Report received here from Soria indicates that a thousand 

Turkish pounds are demanded there for each 'l'urld.sh visa. Would 

appreciate iriquiry aa to correctness of report and if correct your 

efforts materially to reduce required amount. 

·-~, 
THIS IS m!B CABLE ANKARA NO • ...§.7 

4:20 p.m. 
June 29, 1944 

Mise Chauncey. (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Filee 

f.c,,'f_. 
LSLesseraals 6/28/44 

._, 



j- f\0. I Eecretury of 

TO: 

Juno 2'), 1944 

220?/ 

F'rom 1flar Hefugee Board to Harrison. 

Please deliver the followin& ;;essuge to Dr. Gerhardt 

hiegner, 37 ((uai Y.'ilson, G~nova, from Dr. A. Leon I:ubov1itzki 

of the World Jewish Congress! 

"Concerning your message of Mu.y 20 ir; reference 
; I 

to the eyacuation of Jews frorn Hour;.ania we are informed 

fron: !stabbul thnt all availublH ships a1•e already be

ing used so that. additional funds will only raise 

prices. Chartering lareer ship would be in:practical 

since Gorwan safe conduct would be rdquosted. Please 

invQstigate further and report." 

This is WRB Bern cable no. 6oY 

DECU_.-. "TeD 
State Dq'. '. c'"r, ; -11-72 

By R. H. Parke Dst<>...sl.P J C 1972 



OABQ fO BERN 

From war RefUgee Board to Harrison 

Please deliver the following message to Dr. Gerhardt 

Riegner, 3'7 Quai Wilaon, Geneva, from Dr. A. Leon KUbowitOi 
~ 

of the World Jewish Oongreeea 

"Oonoeming your message of May 20 in reference 

to the evaouation of Jnu from ROU!Dilnia we are informed 

.from Istanbul that all available ahipe &l'e already being 

used &o that additional .funds wUl only raiee prioea. 

Chartering larger ship Would be impractical since German 

safe oanduct would be requested. Please investigate 

fUrther and report" 

THIS IS WBB BERN CABLE NO. 6o 

. Cohr· D1111ois' l='ried.rr..an, '"iodel, (f _._h 0ec,..?~ /·.bra!1ar"son, L .. , --· _._ _
1 

4'.;l 
8 

-~iss C'1al, .... lce:' \ or ..... P. -..J ~ •• I Central Files'. Cable Con :.ro...l. - .:._ e 
- . -" 1; T ~=>s ser ... rP'""l' Ste"!rart' ·~~1J r J L _, n, - ~ . · , 

f. s-t . 
. FBalab 6/23/44 



LONDON 

j ~ 

WORt.D JEWISH CONiiRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ,•, CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW Y_ORK 18, N. Y. 

NEW ADDRESS: 

1834 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

Cl. 6-1900 

55 New Cavendish St., W I CADLBS: CoNonnss, Nnw Y011K 

TBLBPWiNB: LON<;ACIIB 5-2600 GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 2024-9o 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL 

In reply refer 
to No. 100 

June 20, 1944 

1121 St. Catherine St. W 
Hon, John W. Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury D.lilding 
Washington, D. C. 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174-4 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

May I refer to your letter of May 31 to Dr. Wiqe, by which you 
tranamitted to us a confidential mesaa:ge from Dr. Riegner in 
oonneotion with the possible evacuation by sea of Jews fran 
Rownania. 

You asked us to hold up any reply to Dr. Riegner pending the 
reoeipt of .Ambassador Steinhardt's views on the matter. IB.st 
Tuesday I was informed by Mr. Lesser that in .Ambassador Stein
hardt's opinion, all available ships are already being used, so 
that additional funds will merely raise the prices which are 
now requested for these ships. 

In re-reading Dr. Riegner's message, we realized that he had in 
mind two different kinds of means of evacuation: a- 11a special 
large ship

11 
to be chartered -- which suggestion is to, be discarded 

in view of_ the opinion expressed by the Ambassador; b- 11various 
small vessels

11 
by which Dr. Riegner certainly understands not the 

now available. ships, but very small oratt;
1 
~100 ton bOats. 

May we express the view that this latter proposition sh011ld be taken 
into serious consideration. While the IIWIIID.er months last, there 
is a definite possibility ot getting out people tram the Balkans 
by means of all kinds of small boats. In the opinion of ·Oilr Pales-

- - tinian friends, resoue work should 'even concentrate to a large 
extent on this method during the coming period. · 

While awaiting your decision, may I aSk YOil to forward to Dr. Riegner, 
through the State Department, the attached message. 

Looking forward to hearing frcm you, I ranain, 



Message to: Dr. Gerhardt Riegner • '57 Quai Wilson, Geneva, Switzerland 

Fran: Dr. A. Leon l!ilbowitzki, World Jewish Congress, l834 Broad
way, New York, Nevr York 

Concerning your message of May 20 in reference to the evacuation 

of Jews fran Roumania we are informed fran Iste.nrul that all 

available ships are already being used so that additional i\lnds 

will only raise prices. Chartering larger ship would be imprao-

tioal since German safe conduct would be requested. Please 

investigate i\lrther and report. 



,K,V1' l"lK' n•,lll'll nll!llCII 

The Jewishv Agency for Palestine· 
New YOI'k 0/fieo: SV1TB 1205,342 MADISON AVBNUB, NBW Yoruc 17, N.Y., MUrray Hill 2-8803 

W 4Jhinglon Office 
1720 SIXTBBNTH ST., N.W. 

~10 

Michigan 4480 

June 29, 1944 

Mr. J. W. Pehle, 
ExecHtive Office of the President, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D. C. 

My niear Mr. Pehle: 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a cablegram 
just received from Mr. Barlas in Istanbul. 

I understand that Ambassador Steinhardt 
is due to arrive one of these days. 

It seems to me, from all the information 
received, the most important thing is to get lo~al boats. 

I expect to be in Wash£ngton next week 
and hope it will be possible for me to discuss this 
matter with you and your collaborators. 

~::r~~~· ~ 
Nahum~~ 

NG:FR 
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TAGHE TY73 BEYOGLU 46 19 1936 
NAHUM GOLDMANN 
41 East 42nd Street N Y 

JUNE 26, 1944 

2735 ACCORDING TO INFORMATION PALOFFICE BUCAREST RUMANIAN 

GOVERNMENT DECIDED CREATE EMIGRATION OFFICE UNDER DIRECTION 

MR ZISSU OUR REPRESENTATIVE STOP PROMISED FACILITATE EMIGRA-
v 

TION BY LOCAL BOATS STOP WRITING FULLY STOP INFORMED AMBASSADOR 

STOP PLEASE INFORM BOARD ACCORDINGLY 

'\. 

,,.\ 
r . 
' \ /\ .·\; 
L f' . 

} 
[ 

.. 
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JUN 26 1944 

DE('l.ASSIFIED 
State-Dcm~ .. Ldtcr, 1-11-72 

-~an 
By R. H. Pm;;cs De.tc_,C}IJ?_ 1 8 \.; 

·"¢. 
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Cl1ilnecl) .r.1. Pellle 



~PARTMENT INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 
\ OF 

( 

STATE 

FBM-350 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
AgEncy, (M:3Ir\Ie!!l!&) 

SEcrEtary of StatE; 

Washington. 

,:... 
362, JunE 20, 9 a.m. 

JJUN -2.1' ID~ . 

CON~ROL COPY 
to war REfugEE Eioard is ThE following mEssagE 

. /);)·· 

for Is raE 1 MErfmf 510 WEst ll2th StrEEt, NEw York 
v 

City, from ZEEvshind. Barlas JEwish agEncy pErmanEnt 

contact Goldman gEnEral prcblEms Emigration and rEscuE. 

Our spEcial mission sEa transports·. TransportEd last 

month's motorships 1712 rEfugEES from Rumania and othEr 

countriEs. Working full spEEd utilizing prEsEnt 

possibilitiEs shortEst timE. On arrival hErE JEwish 
/ 

agEncy mainly thanks Efforts Ambassador StEinhardt 

achiEvEd Turkish transit. InfluEncE joint to accomplish 

Kaplans dEmand rEgarding our furthEr work as continuation 

dEpEnds upon immEdiatE supply. As to broadcast from 

AlliEd countriEs thEy havE influEncE only if accompaniEd 

practical facts. NEutral countriEs should bE invitEd to 

accEpt JEwish mass immigration in transit to dEfin1h 

dEstination. LEttEr follows. 

BERRY. 

BB RR 



JUN 2 ; 1944. 

Dear Mr. Meremineki1 

The following confidential meange for ;roll from 
Zeevshind was received from Istanbul under date of June 20, 19441 

"Barlae Jewish agency permanent contact Goldman 
general problems emigration and rescue. Our 
speoial mission sea transports. Traneported ' 
laet month's motorahips 1?12 refUgees from Rumania 
and other countries. Working fUll speed utilizing 
present poseibil1t1es shortest time. On arrival 
here Jewish agency main~ thanks efforts Ambassador 
steinhardt achieved Turkish transit. Innuenae 
joint to accomplish Kaplane demand regar~g our 
fUrther work as continuation depenc1a.upqn immediate 
supply. As to broadcast from A1Ued countries 
they have infiuenoe only if ao.olimpanied practical 
faots. Neutral countries should be .fin1.ted to 
aooept Jewish mass ilgmil(ration in.;transit to definite 
destination. Lett~r followa. n 1. 

llr. Israel l!eremineki, 
General Federation of 
Jewieh Labor in Palestine, 

510 lfeet ll2th Street, 
New York, New York. 

~~ab 6/23/44 

Very truly yours, 

J. W. Pe,hle 
Bxeoutive blreotor 



dEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

· rt.r-~'1R0l COP~ 
BE-992 \J u i~ . . .. .:. .. PL .. IN 

Lisbon 

Dated June 19, 1944 

Rec 1d 6:10 a,m,,20th 

<~~~:~<:~~TCi1i~r2 ·-:\ 
nnn!".'~N OF ,, 

!)!)N fll t~4. I ij 
Secretary of State 

Washington 
Q11Mriluit!ehf10Nil ';( 

x ~ ?tMI'\ fl 1. ~~ 'J!\~ 
1893, Nineteenth 5 p.m. ~· ·· .... ~·· 

X: 
FROM FIL.t'EL FOR LEAVITT JDO T\vENTY WfiB '76 

/ / 
Barlas cables following emigration figures 

for 11Jay, Rumania 34u one ..Joat Bulgaria 46 Greece 

74 Hungary and local none total 460. This for your 

information. 

NOR WEB 

OSB 



,JUN 2 3 1944 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

The following message for you from Ur. Pilpel 
was received fran Lillbon under date of June 19, 1944: 

"Barlas cables following emigr'atiop 
figures for ~. Rumania 340 one boat 
Bulgaria 46 Greece 7 4 Hungary and 
local none total 460. This for your 
information." 

Yr. Moses A. Leavitt, 
Seoretary, 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

Z/0 lladiem Av~mue, 
New York, New York. 

FH:lab 6/23/44 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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June l'J, 1944 

.,.,. BE:t: 1104 
1\ 

the l~r Refug~e Board. 

Jen2rtment ·~cable da~:~ June 15, No. 6~4, 1 is referred to 

herevith. 

Since re;Jresentetives nf th'" vorious Jc;,•in~ OC"(!'E'nizat1ons 
have reported to the Embassy only one 1nst.ance 

in r~t,nbul '"lr others during rccent month_:iof refusal of entry 

into Turkey to Je~>~ish refugees ivithout viseP by T·..;rkish border 

guards, the details of the renorte ~ich have co~e to the_ 

b·Jerd 1 ~ Rttention thr>t euch occurencer- hav·e bccen "not infrequent• 

•--oulr: be ar-·-recietec by me eo thE·t I may bring these ST'ecific 

ceses to the attention of the Turk auth0rities. 'vihile it is 

most unli~'ely thet the Turk authoriti~s vTou.ld enter into an 

11 arr>·ngement 11 for the violetion of their m·m la\>IB by agreeing 

that refugees ;:rit~,CJut TurJr vie as could enter Turkey, as 

et,ted in rey cable dated June 5, No. 1010, on eeveral occqs1ons 

I hr:ve b· m assured: by the Turk Foreign Office t~at entry would 

r.ot be refuPed to Je'l'rieh refugees provided, thP.t British and 

Je;,rish agency repre!'entatives in Istanbul issue them Palestine 

ent~y certificates. Such certificates are being issued now 

without Q.elay as a metter of course, ·a.nd consequently a con-

siderable 
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considerable number of Jewish refugees without Turk transit 

vis:-·~ 1·•ho h&VP. vrri ved overland at Turk border points from 

Bu:c·ri·o ll"ve ~R .• 3!'led through Turkey en route to Palertine, 

For e0~:e ti:-ae DBslr~, Turk border guards have bEen under 

j n~tr'clcti ~'l1f' nat to turn b.scl' Je•!ish refugeee but to detain 

"' tnc:· ··;1 t·:1e 'l'urk side ••f the frontier Dend.ing inJtructlons, 

It i!' e:,~ential, ln vie~~ of the foregoing, that I be furnished 

irr.:;;r:dit'tely 1·'1 th the det.13>ls of all caees in r:ich •rctrk border 

gur rc's '.:ove fai lee to carry out their instructions. As matt€ir£1 

t'>an t--_,.,se "-'lo arrived by __ s-ea., I do not a. ntici .. N·te e.ny un- , \-

:::~:::'.;u:: ·:~:, ;",:::' ,::':::~~~:~,-:::.~~~ \\ 
Thus it ·,rould sre;n fro:n the Depart:nent 1 s cable under reference 

th:•t t:1e Turk authorities :12Ve been talring substentially the 

eace vosition ns t~ose of the other neutral countries edjacent 

to ene8y co~trolled areas who have refrained from berrlng th4 

entry of refu~ees, The Turk authorities might be frightened 

by Bn attemc•t to convert the present benevolent ettit·..tde> of the 

Turir Hutnorities in admitting refugees arrivlne; by sea or land 

1··1thout Turk visas into an arrangement of a more formal 

charr.ctRr, and they might suspect the organ1_zation of a 

movement beyond their physical napaoi ty to deal lvi th and 1 t 

"tomuld result in our losing some of the ground alrea.dy gained 

rather than making a further advance. , Since our objectiv-e is to 

evacuate 

'> 



-3- · .. . , a~vuo.: J 
1,•\0[· ;;:•y:-
_.j .a y,_ .- · 

eVEcuate the 1aximum possible number of refugees from the 

Bell\rn!' to Turkey or Palestime,c~ !f-e~l t!isJ.l/~a.\t leef"t fozo the 

rresent ~.,e should eeelc to hold the Turks to a strict compliance 

vith the informal as1mr~ncee thet they have given me rather 

than ~ress for a formal agreement ~ililch would involve the ritk 

of ~1i thdrawal of the informal assurances. 

If notwithstanding what I have Dointed. out above, 1t is 
I 

rrefe~red by the board and the Department that I preee the 

For'::lgn. Office for a foi'lllS.l agreement, of course I shall try 

to QO as ynu wish. 

STEINHARDT 
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MEMORANDUM 

It is understood that the Turkish Government per
mits sea-borne refugees arriving in Turkish waters to remain 
in Turll:uy while transit facilities are procured to take them 
elsewhere. This is not pursuant to any bJ.anll:et arrangement 
but is worked out in each case after representations are 
made to tile Turkish F'oreign Office by repz·esentatives of 
interested government.s or private organizations. It has been 
suggesLed tnut a similar procedure can be employed in adn
nection with refugees arriving by land from Bulgaria and for 
that reason it is not necessary to secure a blanket agreement 
from Turkey to admit such refugees. The fallacy or this 
po~ition is clear. 

Refugees who wish to depart by sea from Greece, 
Rumania or elsewhere are not in danger of having t~eir de
parture from such countries effectively stopped by Turkish 
border gua1·ds. Tney can reach the high seas without an,y 
fear of interference from that quarter, and when the,y arrive 
in or near Turkish waters, they ~ safely await, aboard ship, 
t11e outcome of the representations made to the Turkish For
ei6n Office on their behalf. 

Refugees by land, however, cannot cross the Turkish
Bulgarian frontier, if they l~ve no entry yermics, unless the 
Turkish border guards nave already been instructed not to 
interferE: with their egress from Bulgaria. Obviously refugees 
seeking egress at tho Turkish-Bulgarian border cannot safely 
await on the Bulgarian side of the frontier the outcome of any 
representations that aay be being made on their behalf at An
kara. For tlds reaaon, it is essential tnat Turkish border 
guards at the Bulgarian frontier be instructed not to inter
fe!·e with the entry of refugees. Other neutral countries 
conti6'Uous to enem,y territory have taken this course, although 
it is not uncommon for them to place suah refugees under tech
nical arrest for unlawful entry. The J.atter affords ample 
opportunity for security checks and a determinat.ion as to the 
authenticity of the ent1·ant 1 s claim to being a refugeE~_. It 
Turkish boraer ~;uards were instructed not to interfere· with 
refugees until they have crossed the border even though tha,y 
were to be arrested thereafter, it would S€em that !lliUJY addi
tional lives would be saved. 

The greater portion of the refugees involved are 
of Polish citizenry. Therefore, i~ would be deemed appropriate 
for the Government of the Republic of Poland to intercede with-
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the 1'urkiah Ambassador in Washington. Similar representation 
to the Turkioh Forei!lll Llinistry in Ankara is advisable. Jl'he 
ux·benay for suoh action is self-evident. 

Affiliated organizationsa 

I 

Dr. Baruch Korff, lbO Central Park South, N.Y.c. 
Politipal Adviser of 
The VAAD HAHATZALA Emergency Committtl& 

Union of Orthodox Rabbis of America and Canada 
Rab1nn1cal Council of America 
Mizrachi Orbw1ization of America 
World Agudas Israel 
Union of Orthodox Congregations of america 
National Cour.cil of Young Israel 
Agudas Isra"l Young Council 

June 16, 1944. 
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It is understood that the·Turkish Government per
mits eea-bome refugees arrlvins in Turkish waters to remain 
in Turkey while transit raoilitie·· are procured to take them 
elsewhere. This is not pursuant to an1 blanket arrangement 
but is worked out in each case after·representations are 
made to the Turkish Fore~gn Office by representatives of 
interested governments or private organizations. It bas been 
suggested that a similar procedure can be employed in con
nection with refugees arriving by land from Bulgaria and for 
that reason it is not necessary to secure a blanket agreement 
from Turkey to admit such refugees. The fallacy of this 
position is olear. 

~Refugees who wish to dapart by sea from Greece, 
Rumanie. or elsewhere are not in danger of having their de
parture from such countries effectively stopped by Turkish 
border guards. They aan reach the high seas without any 
fear ot interference from that quarter, and when they arrive 
in or near Turkish waters, they may safely await, aboard ship, 
the outcome of the representations made to the Turkish For-
eign Office on their behalf. ct /«' r_ .fw;L, 

' tl·.J{~r:::!(;({.{-i' ./~ .. !.: ~· ::~-·-~~- :: 

Refugees by land, however, oannot oroes the Turkish
Bulgarian tro~tier, if they have - entry pe~ts, unless the 
Turkish bordet> guards have een-~ot'ed not to 
interfere with their egress from Bulgaria. Obviously refugees 
seeking egru~. at the Turk1sh-Bulgar1an border oannot safely , ... 
await on the Bil,lgarian side of the frontier the outcome of any v ;uu h 
repreaentations~that may lieoltdRg made on their behalf at An· 
kara. For this reason, it is esaential that Turkish border 
guards at the Bulgarian frontier be instructed not to inter-
fere with the entry of rerugees. Other neutral countries . 
aontiguous to enemy territory have taken thia 1oourse, although 
it is not unoommon for· them to plaoe suoh refpgees under tech-
nical arrest for unlawful entry. The latte~affords ample 
opportunity for security checks and a dete~ination as to the 
authenticity of the entrant's claim to beijlg a refugee. If 
Turkish border gu11rds .were instructed no1y to interfere with 
refugees until they have crossed the bo~aer even though they 
were to be arrested thereafter, it would seem that many addi· 
tional Uvea would be saved • ...,.; 

.J ov 
•· 
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The greater por1i1on of the refugees involved are 
of Polish citizenry. The~fo:re, 1t would be deemed appropriate 
for the Government of the Republic of Poland to inte~cede with 
the Turkish:Ambassador in Washington. Similar representation 
to the Turkish Foreign Minist~ in Ankara is advisable. The 
urgenoy for auoh aotion ia self-evident. 

t~;l -
j/ Dr, Baruoh Ko~rr, 160 Central Park South, N.Y,O, 

Polit1oal Adviser of 
Tho VAAD HAHATZALA Elllergenoy Committee 

Affiliated organizations: 

Union of Orthodox Rabbi& of Amerloa and Oanada 
Rabinnloal Council of America 
Mizraoh1 Organization of America 
World Agudas Israel 
Union of Orthodox Congregations of America 
National Cofinoil of Young Israel 
Agu.das Israel Young Council/, 

- .-(-

June 16, 194~ • 
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It is understood that til& Turkish gonl'lllllflnt permits sea-borne 
refugees arriving in Turkish waters to remain in Turkey while transit 
facilities are procured to take thea elsewhere. This is not pur
suant to an,y blanket arrangement but is worked out in each case 
after representations are made to the Turkish Foreign Office 
by representatives of interested governments or private organisations. 
It has been suggested that a similar procedure can be employed 1n 
connection with refugees arriving by land from Bulgaria and for 
that reason it is not necessary to secure a blanket agreement from 
Turkey to admit such refugees. The fallacy ia this position is clear. 

I 

Refugees who wish to depart by sea from Greece, Rumania or 
elsewhere are not in danger of having their departure from such 
countries effectively stopped by Turkish border guards. 'l'hey can 
reach the high seas without ~ fear of interference from that 
quarter, and when they arrive in or near Turkish waters, they may 
safely await, aboard ship, the outcome of the representationS made 
to the Turkish Foreign Office on their behalf. 

Refugees by land, however, cannot cross the 'l'urkish-Bulgari.AID 
frontier, if they have no entry perllits, unless the Turkish border 
guards have alre~ been instructed not to interfere with their egress 
from Bulgaria. Obviously refugees seeliing egress at the Turldsh
Bulgarian border cannot safe~ await on the Bulgarian side of the 
frontier the outcome of any representations that IIIB.y be being made 
on their behalf at Ankara. For this reason, it is essential that 
Turkish border guards ate the Bulgarian frontier be instructed not to 
interfere with the entry of refugees. Other neutral countries 
contipous to en..,. territory have taken this course, although it 
is not uncOIIIiiOn for tho to place such refugees under technical 
arrest for 1111l4wtul entrf. The latt~ affords aaple C)pportunity for 
security checb 'land a deteraination as to the bona fides of the 
entrantillsc~~;·to ~ing a rei'ugee,. If Turkish border swards were 
instructed 110t ·.to int.e:ri'ere with re~ees untll they ba•e crossed 
the border nen though they were. to be arrested thereafter, it would 
seea that many additional lives 1rould be saved. 

Original sent to 
Rabi Korff 6/15/44 

~Lessersals 6/15/44 



YARTMENT ~,. OUTGOING . \' -DIVISION OF 
gf3 . · Jum: l, . 19WMMUNICATIONS 

STDili&ibu1;19Jll of ~;;;:-v.r. TELEGRAM · AND RECORDS 
xouading oulJ by ::~pcc!i.e.l >"\ '1 p.m .. 
arranv.:il:mtnt. PARTMENT OF STATE 

JUN l719tH JONTROL COPY -..·.·-
.. ,. ' lJIVISJQN OF 

',\ 1 * , . \.COMMUNICATIONS&: RECORDS 

f·.·_:··~ 

Xt ~~.au, !2(~,~~~ 1,~<\'-C'»l';:\itng to ~eeond pa!Ntrill"4\Ph' JO'lU• 1010 

0:1.' Jtm.~ ~: t~!il';) p:t'~1'i;\tii:W.Il1 11.' &"@:i."Uiit"Peil sn'1V1i111 OTIJ!I'llU\d at 

'i"M~'>k!Gh~B-,~l&r~:,\"h!:!. 1n~t"~·~:r- ~md in Tm~all W&t!D3'0 'bf, boat trolll 

IW~im. ~r· Clir."-~~ ~'tl mil·~ w~<i> til ditf~1!'$~1t. D0paW>tuN of latter 

f'lr~!l· Fl?Jn.1~f~.u Wt~. ti£.7,q;•f7ic~ 1l1!01to hi&B:3 w:ama~ not nbJ~tet to 1n'liero

i'ltll!'«lU01! tw T~.,n.•k:l.Hh l'to'i!'@;Bt' f'."'!R'i'dfl dnoe thoy li!inve Gn11ll: 

or Rcm&nitl.n t@l:rr-.~.:l;oii';y , .. 1,. thtru!t dl:t"eotly enterring 'l'urkieh 

territory an~- th-r. a~.r~poai tion ot their applie&.tiOrl!! fo~ 

tl"aneit }{!k 1\}.Q:$,ll1Jhre ~al7, ~il® thelll' VGSIIJel 0tmnda IJ&:f0lf 

off ohl:t&'@. bi!i h<Jil'ltUel'l. em. a group o:r iradivi~.a.l b&e!m. How

®Ve:ro 1;/ii.Qi!ii!l illllll!;~:l:r.~; to e~'0®0 Bl.algmt>i~Af!-'l'urld.sh borli'l!r Yith .. 

out tr&nmSt~ ~-!!ilal!J or etlM:J.> entwlf permits 11\l'G eubJeGlt to 

~M~furs&.l ll:{ ()ntri· by '1\u?kielrl; b6rtlmr g\ittd.rtJ. Thie 1w not 

1nfr0qu0oat~ 2.1" :.>:'ep:·n.·t~ Ne1131:v:~hl Ml'G rare correct. O'bv1oualJ, 

Z'efug$<Ht al'ri?it".g o·l10:ii"~.&ltd @annot m&telr ~await on BulGarian 

01&1 of boi!'CWX' wtr.®!n"-'1 t'lf prooGduH ade(!l!ate tor Hfugmes 

al.ll'eat\y it< sfd're boi't1~1<7C. Tll.s pfGu:i.bU~ ty ct m@l.king urane;e

mentg in ~dYma"i(ltil of their ~;n!val at the l.lol"der "ft.fMrebJ~ not

w-1 tbetancU.ng ~llr b,ri.'!k ct entJ01 perllt1tl!l, retueees f1oofa 

llulg6d'1a 'WOOltl. To0 adlllittvd into '1\lrur •• e~gente4 to&'!.·/ 
DECLASSIFIED ; 
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Blil.~'lHU'Ht tl:l~t '.-l~•JY -utll ;nt:lt ba t.~l'lr•iiid lll£6k e.t t~\1! TMri'rt::l.sh 

:1~;rtte!' H th:> Tm;:;;_lg~ 11~YeY'flllMint would il'l.d.c.pt d~!J.l.l!!l' 

WRB: .lliHii: KG 
t/l4/44 

HULL 
-_-(GHW~----

S/OR 



CABLE TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT, ANKARA, FROM THE WAR RJf.:FUGEE BOARD 

Referring to your 1010 to the Department of June 5, oecond 
,:arar_ra,,h 1 it ·Hould seem that the problem of refugeee arriving by 
laud at the Turkish-Bulgariac, frontier ia quite different fror!l 
t!:iat -.:f refugees arriYinr; in Turki;;h water•• by boat from Greece or 
Rumania. The latter ma;v leave Rumanian ur Greek terrltCJY'Y wl.thc-..:>t 

t>ntor.l.J;::· ~\····ki l!il terri L·r-y and consequently "their departure from 
Rumania and Greece onto the high seas is not rmbject to ir.terference 
b~· •rurkif.h horder guurds ~.nd t!'le dispositit'n of their applications 
for transit facilities can be handled on a group or individual 
basi<. 1.\d le tC.e.i.r vessel stands safely offshore. Those who seek 
to croes ti1e 'iul'kish-Bulgarianboz'ller, however, are :mbject to 1)e.ing 

refused agrees from Bulgaria by Tu:rkh•h border guards if t.heyl do 
not have tranai t visas or <>ther entry ;>ermi ts and if repo:rtfl received 
here are correct, this has not been an infreque11t ooourrenae. 
Refugees arriving by land at the turkiah-Bulgarian'·bp~der~bviously 
cannot with eat'ety await on Bulgarian side of bo~dero,OW:Colll.e;,o:f-o" . 
procedure which is adequate for refugees already in safe wa.tern. For 
t~eae reasons, WA uuggested the noesibility of making arrangements in 
advance of t.neir arrivat e.t the border wherehy refugees from Bulgaria 
will be admitto<l into Turkey notwithstanding their lack of entry 
p<trmits. If such arrangements could be made, subject of co-.u·a& t., 
s,eedy routinP. of such refu~ees to Palestine or elsewhere, as in the 
case of sea-borne ref'ugeee, then refugees coming over the land route 
"ould be ;Jlacad in a posltion no less favorable than those who come 
by sea. 

Other neutral countries adjacent to enemy-controlled areas refrain 
from barring entry of refugees notwithstanding 1&~ of entr,y peraits, 
sometimes .subjecting them to technical arrest for illegal entry. If 
Turkish government wo~lld adopt similar pro~lure and i~struct its 
border guards at the 'l.'urkish-Bulgarian frontier accordingly, there 1.s 
reason tu believe that additional lives could be saved especially 
if knonledge reaehea J.,ws and. other persecuted peoplea in the Bal.kana 
that thll'J will not be 'turned b!l.Ck at the Turkish· border. 

In view of the foregoing, please reconaider the conellll>ion 
ing~9't~ by your 1010 and keep the Department and Board advised. of 
refmlta. 

This is WRB Ankara Cable ~· 52-

••••••••• 
Jone l3e 1944 

~ J".CZ:.. 
LSLesseraale 6/12/44 

~ 
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I eeaUone& to you the poaal\tlltJr of tll4utnc the ifu1dlb 

fonl'll!Miftt to allow Jteflrceet _...,.lnc '»' lu4 fro•lulpJola without 
( 

lukltb uan1U •hat to pall tld'Olllh fvb7 to ~aleettu, la the .... 

vq as r.tqeea ant.Sac vltbout papwe 01a the Mlllr&, eto. I realise 

the at.tflnl.\7 of olltalallll8 'lu1dsb ~1 of thle propoeal nt 

_ thlalr 1t tbw14 1le Vied. We ba•• alreaiJJ' B'ORiateA the l4ea to 

8telllbal"4t ta lo. lf99 of lue 2, ( 8lt Callle to .&Ual'a lo. b9). !be 

faot that the tvka appaHDtb' 81'1 penltUq thb lllrl4 of tl'dtle 

.Uovlh fuke7 h'oa Greeee ldabt h ue4 •• aa •au••· 

l~· 

.J 

) 
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Pt<llA.Pl!•IAS;,: tJll lTLlWB/U.! h :C' lVl::; /?. 
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tmer1cnn l~basay l Anknru 

S!bCl'9tary of ~H>nto, Washington 

Juno !:i, lY44 

lOlO 
X CONTROL COPY 

Ambaeaad(')l' aunda tho following for WRD. 

hlltarr1ng to moungu Um1bur 69 fr«m Ankara and DctjaPt-

f!leDt'sielegr~m of Juna 2, flu111bur 499, it 11 ,.,,, up!n1on that any 

e.}l~J:"Oaofr' to the Hungarian !Unlster nnd hh stnff bore lmuld be 

~~ us~~-over, a1noe their pro-Nazi attitude is notorious,, 
,::;rna __ 

na ct~ Deaartli'tmt knows • 
.C¥ 

,~nneot!on with the laBt paracrnph of cable l'Qtorred 

to, 1t 1a thought that the turkish asrocl!lent to nn "&u•rnngement" 

involving v1olut1on of tha1r own laws by allowini retugoe• or 

any othor individuals to enter turkey without Turkish viaae ie 

an.extr@wuly :ru~ote poaelb111ty. separate rupreeentat1ona 

oonoern1ns oaoh group or 1mUv1oual, upon arrival, ha'fe bean 

presented 1n obta1n1na pe~u1aatun tor Jewish rotuaeoa to ontor 

and paas through furko1 without !urk1ah.Y1tas1 and th1a fact 

should be borrw 1n ldnd 1n tbls oonneotton. r believe, when 

appropriato repros~tat1ona are aude 1n oach oa•e, the Jow1eh 

:retucoee ent~lul ?Zukq tr~ D1.al_s•u•1a wtll b."__!reat.a. wl_tb_~ 

the sue kln4neae at have thoae coalna fnm O.oeoe. 

SfBlmlARr>f 

DECLASSIFIED 
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TO 

.. 
:bur (i!J5 ~1: l!!Jl.y lB !l:UrU1l15 of .fii'Ay l:H.L 

;: •• ·J.'"t· .,.._"' ym~r ;UIJ. .r.awt farttgl"?•ph Th!ipfllriilil.~¥1:: ·lJ '1140 of M<•:f 1? 
~"'t'l':ct< to , . ..,rtwnt ~·"vorta'il.Y RL'rGstGd :!.u Euohr<.!'f.'111l. RuJ)!(I,ni!l. f•;n• 

1
=-

t.n·~~-'-').i;:cM< :ix ~'idi.ng ·~liHl!.\p~ ,,t' t'<:Jf'il~fiell fro~ Rum®.i>'. U:ld llilliU'"·by 

"'·'mt:d.03 ,. Aii.:•orcli~a; t.r, m.o:r0 l'filof>nt. i:o.f'o~mutio<l.. o;'lly t'fti>JlY~ i.~ 
fi.f\:.,.,;n o:f th(f;JJl •ll:'CJ ., !;ill lUl.dl}r !trrf!st. 

r..ag:~.,·rl.\.~ m J.·t>.; t.'. :ion ~-ll Rt.>JJgitry, pl.lli!.IJO oonllidGJr n.dvi "o.bil1·1w
':•i your diroet or :l.!ll:ih·~:>ut v.pprotr.nh W-1 ~&J:·:l,ill-12 l'ldll&iov. or othtll~ 
por·mJUu.l'it:t o~ in !urk;,'J aJ.r,ng '.-l~J~>. l:l..tlfM ut th<< C:."etl!!i.m''" bi.!,kfl .. 
Tf,. 1.n ;your t>p:l.rd.on.. !l1Hlh c\Jltllolll'Satiottu S.l'll i'tiatiibl.<ll IU!d .ro:i.~t. 
~enr0 emw;; u!lwfvl flll~·"Pos.-., pl•:il~.il~ a~t Mol.'ti"dingly- !i!Jld k"~P JJepru•t~ 
~'ll~nt llll\:)li"r1lfld.·, 

i.1<2p!i..t<'l.;ll!\'l.rd; ~Dt\ J3;,ani g:rt• t.i;fitd to hnve ;you1· co~:~f'h'llLs:\:.J.of.\ of (.· . . ··.•· .. _ .. · r<~l>Ol'\i tiw:t ,TI'lWish :r~fugll!ol! nr2·ivillg :i.n Tu:r1.t:0y £:t:'cw; (~!'&fiia@ a.r'lii 
~,sruttt.-)ci to enter• !lnc\ !,$.:;.(! ful:'>Jttgh :r'ul•kf«Y Wi'~h01.~t ,;•m•kia.h ·;i !lP..~ 

;tn. vtew of the er.l. ·M.onl f<1.·tuai;3.on in llo<1kana, ;l:b 'j!.'-ould u.pptil>S 
:.<.:;31: L~!.::,un-'.;~;o:l;" if' you hcwe wt :e.ll''ii6i.dy' Ol.l.U!oi riO, .. tQ et·bampt .. to 
obt.a:Ln (!>. lli».lil.!•J' &.l"r~<!>l\umt ·uith re.sp<Hrl: to l"<>tp.g~om e~ollrl.lig 
1:~- h:ud f:roro. B11l.g1u"il!.. Pl<H~S;) ad.-itle ua of· tm;; ~',lauJ;l;g 'I'T1Lich 
!;'.r;;, obi;aintod in th:'.li uia\oi<il' o · · • · -

.. 



X 

.. - '- '~ :, ' 

''"! '--~~:::i,~!'::. ,_ ,,;, ;,.;'' ~~~~u,,ie ~~::~:~.~~:·~~~~:~:~.~:!i:~>·1;D::: 
{--,;.' i<>.n .ffl':::'_:•l-~1~-,;~.-:,:.·! ;·.f ._:-;y;S.n.·lo1~ il: -~~l a.lte1 .. n2.tiv(i that liirs&:r~::!lill 

,1 l:b:- -?Y:fi'h.d (1",1!.'::! -~~-rl._!tr .. ',!:i ·. :·!pl~opr.·;~at~tll r~COl'ailiG"nde.ti.O?Jl ~(J 

;::··. ~ ·~·~t: ::..~'llf· .. ;g;~Y;t\:1 }km i'1~. f~:r1:· t~ .. e.n&It:iti;a.l ~G t~n...e Wot·1d Jow1.a:1 
~u:r~Gl.·~as 

Xht·~ t '' t.ll~ u tro,•ilU? tl.i<Y.r.<~e.s i11,;: lllU;ibOl' of organ ftat iNlll 
a_H;t i~Jt\i''tid:wJJ.t; wllo iJo!~;.; lYtt<=Jr(J-st.iu{?' tb@msralveM ia i;hi!i rtlH:!f.!UIZ\ 

.. ~f ti~Wi1 fr-~lf,t -~;h1j }J->Jlkul-\5 :J}id. ·yfb,:; ara fJe~king fttnd;:.; fer;;.~ t~ia 
"":Jl.1rpo~~c it J.u b~~oorn)\n.,B 1 .. uor0a~~.ugly ~lt:f~-tieu.lt for: a-a \:o ~iu.0-'.6~::
'l·:.~~ erte·ntt tc" whS.ch thtl).~ 't'O~!'z~c~:..iv~ aetlvit:ies ·should_ ·';)($ 

.Yn:~on.ragat.l 'fu.~ ltt:t!!)_?f! !'?!>"..;'- ""li-.;~ ·'~c ·'>!'>R~~ :1~~ m::u.l -t:b.1.t :~a tlll.Q'. 

··,J-uE-et-t i.(tt.: thr~; \:-~s~ :1.::~ r ;;~:_r ~0'J/n,; tc .::.~c:1·eas:0: b~· \::G:i!Ipet.i.t-1.--=;-~f 
~:idt~. in~ f1'>:'_~ \:b.:t 1 ~-~Ll ~- ~-C :.'!.:~--·.-':.·(~!..~ iJ:£" Ve<!tSOJ.t:; ~3"-i-~.!d.lt~J'l"'- W~.th,..l 1;:-~t; 

·:·lie~' L Ab:ml">..amilO!l· A.ltdn., llarne·l;otn. Oohn,, Dt:Uloia,, Gao·~o.n,, :li'riedll'.an .. llode2.,, Laughl:!no 
,,f,G(.ili!r. Lu.xfot•i-, MAnn·; Ma:!ll.\OXI,, !tarkio . noeor/M!.ck;, Ss.rgo;r,·, 8'm11;~ l!ltaud1eh,, 1!1-~el-ID.rto 

\f5instoin K- D, Whl te, Pahla, ll'D£J e.- DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 lS 1972 

By R. H. Parka Date SE£... 
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FROM I 

TOI 

\ 
PAHAPHRASF.: OF TELEGRAM SENT 

secretary of State, Washington 

American Embassy, Ankara/ 

DAT!!!D I June l, 1944 jt.: _ _,_ ,:.:l < ( ,· 

NUMBER I 493 
)( 

,, 

CONIROL cOr; . 
Btettiniua sendo the following to Steinhardt. , 

Ever since the President created the War Refugee Board 

I have frequently be~n requested by Secretary .Hull to repre n 

him in war refugee matters. Therefore, I bave followed with 

greot interest your activities in this field and your suooess 
/ 

in facilitating the evacuation of refugees from the Balkans. 

The Board flnds your active end effective support of utmost 

value. v~en you retur~ to Washington later·this month I will 

have the opportunity of discussing these things with you. 

I understand that you are agreeable to the prompt return 
/ 

to 'l'Urkey of Mr. Ira Hiraohlnann, who has been SpeoJ.al Repre• 
0 Cl ' 

sentntive of the Board there. In view of your ac~ve. ta~rest om 
1n these matters I am sure that appropriate arra~en~~l 

-~~---

be made with the Embassy staff by you so that dur~g y~~:s ::ci::_!J:x> 

senoe Mr. Hirsobmann will continue to reoeive tulJRsoop~~tion. t: :2':~;· 

During your ~bsence it may be necessary to have diibussi~~s 
/ 

with Turkish offioials regarding refugee matters. Probably 

you will find it desirabae to arrange to have Mr. Hirschmann 

partioipate in suoh discussions along with members of the 

\. Embassy staff. 
\ 
' \ 
~\ DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

\ By R. H. Parks Dute~1 8 1972 
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MAY 27 1944 

!!!!S!A!!l!!! 

IDe Hr. Utettlalu• 

ncm, '· v. ~'lhl• 

At Jta kaev, M)aeu4ol' 8telllbu4t be nov appi'CWd tbe iauUatt 
Ntva to tune; Gl lh Bueobllalm, the Wu "....," Bou4'• lpeftal le.f•••entaUYe. 

I 1U&4utbri4 ll'Oa M~r. ltelU.At that u P"-• to J\ltlU'tl to 
WM~ttectoa tva. the latt• ball of lut. It ... , tultt po .. ._l• tlaat 
•· • ....._., trip 1ftll , ... at ntl\ a tl111 tl&at he will aot haw tbe 
.,_ .. ...._., ot talktna u •· ltel~Jauat tltlau Ia -.... •• liallllapoa • 
.Aotor4lftlb, Umoe vlll be a ptl'to4 Ill wtattll lit. Ill'...._ will aot baYe 
tilt '-ltltt of tile Aa11aeoa«o•'• t••eoftat latN'eet al!.4 aoU'fltF la tlklt 
fltl4. ,_ rov. bov, Mao .. ltelllbutt llat nt ••~'•IF ttopuatd vtU. -.. 
Bli-1Gllaalua ht 1tat ~at~t .. tt plepet u aotl•e eat lapoZ~tut put Ia ••• loai'4 11 WOtJi la fvktr. . 

Ia 01'4u tll.at ._. Hbtelmaftn ¥111 bt •••••tt the Mile tdaa of · 
eooperauca Ira tile JJUae.,. atatt «vt .. fb1. IJte...,ctt•• 8ttan, I 
~ that lt V01114 'lie ...._&I, lttlttM It tw coutt teal a ta\S.. •• 
18t• to lfr. Qe~.~Jsuott aav, IDflt&fJSq J0V b.tletaet t~a the aflbUl .. 
of the lollft ad .._.,UIIff tllat If It \eotlsea .... ,..., tv • .,.,._ .. ttee 
to be 4lennet w&tb lurktt~h io-ret'U!tut ofttobte while BtelrabaNt h aW~~, 
ltraaDJl Hol\ltl -... Ptn~l"•4 to ae•ea,.,. flhe approfli'lat• Mats,- ottlelal 
alli P*I'Uetpao la the,. dlllfl1latl11Bt. 

AUaahet h a Jthpoeect 001!1!1blfJI\tlon &loac '" ltaea tn4tatet. 



MAY 27 1944 

lllW"f 0'1 PB.OPOSID OOMMUNIOA!IOII TO AJIBASSADOll S'JI:&IRJWU)'JI 'IROM MR. sntTIIIIUB 

IYU' elnoe the oreaUon of the VU' JlefucH loU'4 b;y the fl'e1Uent, 

Seoretar;y Hall ha1 tre~entlr retue1ted me to .-pre11nt hta ln War Befacee 

loar4 aattere. I haYe, therefore, follove4 vlth oloee lntereet your aotlYitiel 

in thte field and ;your •~oeee in faollitattnc the a.aouatloa of refaceee fro• 

the lalbnt. !he loU'4 h la4ee4 torhnate la h&rlnc JOUI' aotbe an4 etteotb·e 

npport. Upon 70\U' return to Waehlqton la lue, l will lraYe the opporiunl\r 

of dhoueelq theee ~~~aUeu with you. 

I \lllWttan4 that you haY• _,.eed to the pl'oapt retun to hn:ey of Jbo. 

Ira Blr1ehaalm who hal bee the loar41t lpeolal lepl'eaentaU"e there, Ia Ylev 

of you aotlYe lnterett la theee utteu, l u 11111'1 that you will llake 

eppl'opriatt a1'1'811C•nh with the •••17 ttaff 10 that in 7r.tU alleenoe Hr. 

Bll'tohllalm will eoDtlD.ue to r .. eln tall ooopU'atlon. In partloul.U ;you will 

pro'b&b}T find U 4elbable to U'I'IU!Ce to h&Ye Jbo. JU.reoblwla p&l'tlolpate vlUa 

••'IJet of the ~111 ttatf b an;y Utoueeloat em retqee aattert whioh lt 

11q 'IJe DIH11al'7 to han vl th lv1deh ofttolale clUI'lq J'OUI' a'beenoe. 
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1CONTRDf c py 
COMMUNICATIONS 

-~0 RECORDS 

FOR JOHN PERLE, vib.R REFUGEE BOi,RD, b. liD b.NDREW 
~ / X 

SOMERS FROM EFI Jb.BOTIJ:!SKY. ~.nkc.ra 1 s No. 68. 

PrEsidEnt's dEclefrction was inEffEctivE bEcausE 

it v1ros not followEd by EstDblis:l!l!Ent vf frE<o: ports, 

JEwish Emissery from BudcpEst claiming to spEak for 

Eichmf:m brought first brcrt~r proposc•l. ThE proposal 

is quEEr and unaccEpt:blE but provEs thE influEncE of 

psychologicel w~rfarE so corry on. O~I is criticisEd 

for almost boycotting thE JEwish problEm. ThE Evacuation 

procEEding from Rumanic. is EffEciEntly organizEd and 

on a growing scclE. ThE Turks arE coopErativE and 

grant passagE ~y spEcial cars to rEfugEEs without visas 

arriving by boc.ts. This is unofficicl end dEpEndEnt 

on thE F'orEign .,;IinistEr 1 s friEndship for .hmbassador 

StEinhardt, SuggEst you nEgotiatE with ErtEgun and 

Lend to prEsEnt TurkEy with ships, locomotivEs and 

rcil cnrs in ExchangE for promisE to usE samE to incrEasE 

j 



• 
-2- #1000, JunE 2, 5 p;m., from hnkbra 

movEmEnt and thE salE of small boats for our uss. ThE 

Hungarian situation is l;>Eyond dEscription. ThE 011ly 

possiblE hElp is political and psychological prEssure:. 

Bulgaria is not hopElEss. OpEn account lvla:x :Surtdorf 

and advisE mE. The: British l~inisttr suggtsts you ge:t 

Halifax to cablE him lE:gitiml.zing .me: an(:]. Committe:e:. 

r 
STEINH&RDT 

EDA BB 

' 

i. 
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.. ~mb a ca;;.•Jr SteinharcU from I'ehle, War llo:f'~Ae :Soard. 

;•:,c f'ollo1;i:o,; HWB'v:,;•; has been received by \1orld Jew1uh Congress 

"In rog;.rd to the ·-'V"ouat-ion of Jews from RUIII!l.ll1a to 'l'urkey, 

r"ce: ved. inforroo. t lon .from F llderl!IP ... nll Jf~ scher, nuchn!'OB t, 1<1ho 

.'c•I~;resa in eve.cuattor> ·yperationn nm1 -pr'>oaeding by var~ous omall 

v·,s-,fl·~~. It is prO;JO!le<l thnt you place at our c'.lBposal 10'" u:· to 

l .. , ··()() C>>:iss frr,nc5 for thin purpGlle h.B first contrib11tio,.., 1'he 

~;ro.::;_;fer ;.:etho<l which sh<::uld be applie<l Ghoul d be Bp•loifl.oc.. lv 

~,. ;•t' lly chart·,rins n·:woia.l larger shl.p by ilorld Jnwtsh Coi!f,;resa, 

:;•• ;.nu.e :. vailnblo, It. is requested t~t :nu coritr-.ct Jl=Je.s at 

1 ~t. ,,1Jul tn connection with the last point.(' 

HULL 

DECl.Ae':o>' I;<;D z 
State Dept. Letter' 1· 11· 7 

By R. H. parks Datc..s.££-18 \972 



CABLE TO AJ.IlASSADOH STEINHARDl', ANKARA, FROM J. W. PEHLE, WAH REFUGEE BOARD 

The following message has been received by World Janish 

Congress from its representative in Switzerland, 

"In regard to the evacuation o:f Jews from aumania to Tu:Ney, 

r received information from Ji'ilderraann Fischer, Bucharest, 

who welcomed promise o.f financial participation of .\'orld 

Jewish Congress in evacuation operations now. proceeding 

by various small vessels. It is proposed that you place 

at our disposal 100 up to 150 1000 Swiss franca for this 

purpose aa first contribution. The transfer method which 

should bs applied should be specified, By eventually 

chartering special larger ship by \Vorld Jewish Congress, 

Bucharest especially insistant that additional means of 

transport be made available. It is requested that you 

contact Barlas at Istanbul in connection with the last point,n 

The Board would appreciate your views concerning the above 
proposal. 

THIS IS WRl3 ANKARA CABLE NO .4,7,-

May 31, 1944 
12:15 p.m. 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files 



FhOMI 

TOI 

~~~ 
~ 

Pt.h HIHASF~ OF TELEGRAM Ri£0EIVED ~ 
Amer1oan Legation. Bern 

secretary of statct, Washington 

May 20, 1944 

NUMBERS 
x 

3219 

Riegner transmits the following. for attention ot World 

Jewish Congress: 
/ ~ 

In regard to the evacuation of Jews from Rumania to 

Turkey, I reoe1ved information from F1ldermann Fischer, 

Bucharest, who welcomed promise of fine~o1.al partioipa• 

-~ tlon of World Jewish Congress in evacuation operations 
2 la . 
:~ now proceeding by various small veesels.l-Vonsidering 

1-'-i that view blocking counter-value until end of war rate 
sT'~ 
·:_would be 33% to 40% leas favorable, financing oould be 

~ooompllsbed by applying method A (A) of lioense~'2ll5. 
By applying method A (tbree) 1 this oould be avoide~J It 

1s proposed that you place at our disposal 100 up to 

150,000 Swiss francs tor this purpose at first contribu

tion. 'l'he transfer method whiobsbould be applied should 

be specified. By eventually chartering special larger 

ship by World Jewish Congress, Bucharest eepeo1ally insist• 

~nt that additional means of transport be made available. 

It is requested that you oontaot Barlas at Istanbul in 

connection with the last point: ~e amount we oan exteot 
"\ 

from Rumania should be transmitted to u~ by oable~/' 

.. ~ lr N~ IAJ',W - I!All,;:;:,_, · 
}Jo4-A (!U~ ~ 'P 1_~(..~ State Dept. Letter, 1-11·

72 

11 ~aAe--J' ._,_., By R. H.b--"' DateSE.£-18 1977.. 
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Dear Dr. iUsea 

The following contidant.tal message for you from Dr. R1egner 
was received from the American Legation, Bam, under date of l!ay 20, 
19441 

"'n regard to the evacuation ·of Jews from _Bumania to TUrkey, 
I reaei ved information from I<'ildermann Fischer, Bucharest, _ 
who welcomed promise of financial participation of world 
Jewillh Congress in evacuation operations now proceeding 
by various lllllall vessels. Cmeidering that view bloald.ng 
counter-value untU and of war rata would be 3~ to 40'/. 
lese favorable, financing could be accomplished by applying 
method A (II) of license w-2115. By appqing aethod A 
(three), tb1r.l aould be avoided. It 1a proposed tbat you 
place at our dhpoeal 100 up to 150,000 Swiss trance for 
tbis purpose •• first cmtribution. 1'he transfer method 
which should be ap;>lied ehould be apacifieci. By eventually 
chartering spacial larger ship by World Jewish Congress, 
Bucharest especiallY" inllietant that &ddi\ionalmeane or 
traneport be made available. It is requested tbat 7ou 
contact Barlaa at Istanbul in connection with the last point. 
The lUIJQUnt n can expect from Rumania should be transmitted 
to us by cable." 

The \far Refugee Board has referred th!e matter to Ambaeaador 
Steinhardt for his ccmments. It is euggested that an,y reply you desire 
to make to·or. Ri~er be held up pending the receipt of Ambassador 
Steinhardt 'D vi ewe-. 

Dr. stephen s. Wise, 
World Jewilh Congeaa, 
1834 Broacbrq, 
flew York, New York. 

~hlab S/29/44 

J. w. Pehle 
Rxeoutive Director 
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MONTREAL In reply refer 
1121 SL Catherine St. W to S No • 59 
MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 

Hon. John w. Pehle, ExecQtive Director 
War Re-tugae. :Board 
Exeo~tive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear :Mr. Pehle.s 

Yay I take the liberty of again calling your most urgent 
attention to the unbearable sit~tion which is the result 
of the policy of the Turkish Goverument with regard to the 
hs~oe of transit vtae.s.v' 

This organization haa repeatedly stressed the viewpoint 
that no real progress would be achi•ned by inducing the 
Turkish GoTerument to laaue a larger number of transit 
Tiaaa. As lons as it 'ill1 be :lapoasible to erose. the 
frontier between Hungar,y and Turkey without Tisas,-!urkey'a 
key poaitioa as the life line of eaoape ·for the ~ewa ooming. 
from Eastern Ellrelpe and the Balkane would doom these. un
fortunate people. 

It appear• :Crom reeent uw:a which reaohe• us that Hung~ian 
~ews w:ho appearefl ba:Core the 'l'urli:iab. CoaD8lll in order to 
secure transit Tiilae are a:rrested 11pon their lea.ving the 
Consulate and deported to an WJiDown destination. 

May I coneequently eUbmit tbat the Turkis~ Goverunent be 
requested to iaeue inetrllctions to 1 ta f~ontier Sll&t'4a to 
the ettee~ tb&t the crud~ of the :Bulgarian•Turkhh border 
be :C&cUitated tor all MfUpee pera,acuted beouee ot raoe 
or religion. ' · · 

A* we etreped iJlsevaraJ;. 
coneider thie matter ot 
of teaa~c~. ... tha.t, •• , tl)la 
J:esp•ct:teAJ.y ~ti!J._.\id 
the· prula pe:.-$o~ 



2 

I would be axtr~ely grateful to you for informing me 
of any action you might consider taking on this letter. 

.ALK:ef 

Sincerely youre 

D • A. 
esoue 

K~bowitzkir Head, 
tment 



Kay 2, 1944 

TOt lire Peble 

Aft..- your telephone conventation with »r. ll'l'iedlllln 
yootcrdi\Y in 'llbioh you otate4 that you proterred not. to 1ee 
Ur. Austrian, I Jlll4e ~· tor a aeeting to be bel4 
in ur. J.l'riedm.ln'a of'fiao. 'l~ I reoeived a 'phone caU 
&an J. E. Harrill, Jr., Ohtet of tbe Hear But Section of m. 
lh'. Barrie stated that Ur. Auetl'1an IJ!)eOitical.ly expressed a 
desire to speak w1th you conoend.ns the above utter. Kr, Auat.riall 
aalced Harria to paea on the • .,. that be wOI'kecl w:l.t.h Mr. Hil'acbllam 
in TUrk~ and 18 therefore tamnw with OUl" probleM, 

I advised Mr. Barr1e that I woulcl Olear the matter with fOU 
and would let him know wbether you would be free \o aee 117. Auat.rian 
to11oJTo1r at lOtOO a.m. 1lhen tM Met.ins is aobedulad, I pl'8818 
that 1.f t.bia hour 18 not convenient with you, anot.hln' hour woulcl 
be agNe.lbla to Auatrl.aD. 


