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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . _ W
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE
April 21, 1944
T 3 Mr. Friedman
FROMS Mr., M&I‘k& W/’/’
Re: Lend-lease of railroad equipment to Turkey. )

At your suggestion I spoke to Mr. J. E. Harris, Jr., Chief of the
Near East Section of Foreign Economic Administration. Although Mr. Harris-
.deals primarily with preslusive purchasing in ‘the Near East and does not
claim to be an expert in lend-lease matters,he gave me the following in-
formation.

He feels that it will be almost impossible to send railroad equip~- 3
ment to Turkey for two reasons (&) the lack of such equipment in the
Mediterranean area (b) there are only two ports in Turkey where delivery
may be made and the facllities of these ports are already overtaxed.

I asked Mr. Harris whether there was not a possibility of shipping
such equipment to ports further down the coast, as for example in Syria or
Palestine, and then shipping such equipment overland into Turkey.- I pointed
out to Mr. Harris that an examinstion of the figures given in his memorandum
to Mr. Zarky, dated April 12, 1944, makes it clear that Turkey is so
desperately short of railroad equipment that even two engines together with
the rolling stock which they can haul would increase the railroad facilities
from Turkey to Palestine by approximately 10%.

Mr. Harris was of the view that 1t might be far easier to ship in-
to Turkey motor lorries rather than railroad equipment.

Mr. Harris stated. that Carl Austrian, the Foreign Economic Adminis-
tration's ‘preclusive purchasing. expert in Turkey; is expected to arrive in
Washington within the next ten days. He promised to arrange for me to con-
fer with Mr. Austrian upon his arrival here.
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April 21, 1944

: Mr. Friedman
1 Hr. Harks
Re! Lend-lease of railroad equipment to Turkey. '

At your suggestion I spoke to Ar. J. E. Harris, Jr., Chief of the
Near Best Section of Foreign Economic Adpinistration. Although Hr. Harris
deals primerily with preglusive purchasing in the Near East and does not
claim to be an expert in lend-lease matters, he gave me the following in-
formation. .

He feels that it will be almost impossible to sead railroad equip- 3
ment to Turkey for two reasons (a) the lack of such equipment in the
Hediterranean ares (b) there are only iwo ports in Turkey where delivery
may be made and the facilitiea of these ports are already overtaxed.

1 esked Nr. Harris whebher there was not a possibility of shipping «
such equipment to ports further domn the coast, as for example in Syria or
Palestine and then shipping such equipment overland into Turkey. I pointed
out to Hr. Harris that an examimation of the figures given in his memorandvm
to Mr. Zarky, dated dpril 12, 1944, mekes it clear that Turkey is #o
desperately short of railroad equipnent that even two engines together with
the rolling stock which they can heul would increase the railrosd facilities
from Turkey to Palestine by approximately 10%.

Hr. Harris was of the view that it might be far easier to ship in-
to Turkey motor lorries rather than railroad equipment.

Mr. Harrie stated that Carl Austrian, the Foreign Economic Adminis- |
tration's preclusive purchasing expert in Turkey, is expeated to arrive in \
Washington within the next ten days. He promised to arrangs for me to coh=
fer with Mr. Austrian upon his arrival here.

M:leak 4/21/44 : o o : I
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ’ ¢
W AR REFUGEE BOARD
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE April 21, 1944
1o Mr, Pehle

FROM Mr, Hirschmann

While in Turkey, Ambassador Steinﬁ;rdt and I were continually
importuned by Mr, Reuben Resiik, Representative of the Joint Distribution
Committee in Ankara, to secure a ship from the British and American paol
to meke regular trips between enemy and safe territory, Before I left,
he again stated to Ambassador Steinherdt and me that he thought we had not
pressed this matter sufficiently, Perhaps we hadn't, I felt that I

should indicate to you his representation, You may hear further about it *

from the Joint Distribution Committee,




LONDON
/

Just received desperate message Riegner most urgently calling
attention gravity position Bulgarian Jews face German occupation STOP
request most urgent measures secure evacuation greatest possible number
to Turkey ask urgent firm intervention Turkish government requesting .
unconditional entry visas all Bulgarian Jews trying cross front STOP
e seeing our authorities I/ntergovernmante.l Committee and trying
intervention Turkish Ambassador Suggest you see Hel;bert Emerson Refugee

Board and Turkish Ambassador.

Easterman

The above telegranm was dietated over the telephone on April 13, 1944 ;
to Mre. Sheppe by Miss Cohen, Dr. Goldman'e secretary. ) : o
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{ April 13, 19%4 '

i
Dr. Goldman

Dr. Tartakower

Following from R;.gnerx QUOTE From reliable sources plans German

government special provision for extermination J e/ws numbering

800,000 by concentrating them in 3 zones STOP Plan completed within

six months STOP Uéual preliminery steps taken namely registration

and yellow badge followed by arrest STOP Deportation places arranged *
similarly as in Poland STOP Suggest Jews be advised seek refuge

inside and outside Hungary by all conceivable means and warned not to

make same mistake as Jews in Poland and Netherlands but destroy all

relevant 1lists commnities, etc. UNQUOTE We taken actlon here

secured promise cooperation all possible assistance. TYou do likewise.

I
Nathan Barou

\
Alec Basterman

Dictated over 'phone by Miss Cohen, secretary to ¥r. Goldman, to
¥rs. Sheppe on 4/20/A4.
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American Embassy, Ankara,
April 6, 1944,

MEMORANDUM TO MR, PACEER

e

Mr, Jacob Griffel will be calling upon you regarding
the attached lists, Mr, Griffel was recommended to us
through the War Refugee Board, He represents one of the
Jewish organigations in Palestine, ‘épparently, as you N
will note from the attached, 400 political emergency
visas appear to be available for the Rabbirlcal leaders
mentioned therein, You will recall that you saw
Mr, Griffel while here, It was suggested that we take
the matter up in Istanbul with Mr, Birge, Thelr suggestion was
that these 400 refugees would have some priority rights 1f they
could be located and that if their names were turned.over to
the Turkish Yorelgn Office either through Mr, Maby or directly,
they might be asked to give these names preference, We told
Mr, Griffel that was about all that could be done at the *
present time but that we would try to do that which was sug=
gested above,

1 am sorry I could not clear this any further before

leaving and should be grateful if you can be helpful in
the matter,

I, A, Hirschmann

IAH:eb
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

- DATE

April 5, 1944
Mr, Friedmen

Mr, Marks

The following is %/éammary of certain matters which you may
wish to discuss with Mr, Hirschmann:
s
Effect of the recent Balkan developments on the refugee
situation in areas adjacent to the Black Sea,

Ba
(a) Since e-German invasion of the Balkans, has there been
any indication of preparations to dsvort refugess in the Balkans to
Poland?

(b) Since the German invasion of the Balkans, has the flow
of refugees into Turkey continmed at the rate of nine families a week
from -each of the three Balkan satellite countries plus 140 children
and 10 adults every 10 days?

Shipping Problems

‘ (a) Is there any 0033ibility of having the Bulgarian ship
MILKA, which has just arrived in Istanbu;,use& for more evacuation voyages, *
particularly from Constanza to Haifa? Did the MILKA sail from Constanza

‘under auspices of the International Red Cross? Is it advisable to press

discreetly and unofficially for the use of the MARITZA for similar
evacuation work? (Both the MILKA and the ITZA had previously been
declared unseaworthy by the International Red Cross (Ankara No. 8)).

(b) Is there any possibility of arranging for the sale /Ao the
International Red Cross of the Rumanian ships ZQENSYLVANIA and BESSARABIA
if the War Refugee Board were to arrange for payment of part or of the
ent%;e purchase pricé‘ (See first Paragraph of page 10 of Ambassador
Steinhardt's memorandum dated February 20, 1944), Does Mr, Hirschmenn
have any details concerning the tonnage, type, seaworthiness, ete. of
these two ships, Does he know whether the price of 1,700,000 pounds
Sterling proposed in February 1944 by the Rumanian military attache i
Ankara to Simond of the International Red Cross is a fair onet T

i{e) 1Is it advisable for Mr, Schwartz to reopen negotiations
with the Portugese Shipping Company (WRB Ankars Yo, 18)%

Cutting of Red tape in the procedure for approviﬁ}refugees
for svacuation to Palestine and other havens,

(a) Would 1t be possidle to save time in thq,elearance procedure
by consolidating steps referred to as Nos. 5 and 6 on page 3 of
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Mr. Hirschmann's memorandum dated March 13, 1944, Under the present
procedure the British passport officer at Istanbul must trensmit to
the British Embassy at Ankara the weekly list of refugees authorized
to enter Palestine and the Embassy in turn transmits this list to the
# Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Could not valuable time (a week)
be saved if the British passport officer at Istanbul were suthorized
to submit the spproved weekly lists directly to the Turkish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs?

(b) TFurther valuable time (two or threé weeks) could be saved
if the Turkish Government automatically gronted Turkish transit visas’ to
refugees showing evidence of having been granted entry to Palestine,

The Turkish objection to this would be primerily on security grounds,
However, Turkish security would not be en&&ered if refugees in transit
through Turkey were kept under strict during the period of
their stay in Turkey,

el @) Would it be possidble to encourage the Turkish authorities :
to permit,war refugees to cross Turkish territoriaa en route to refugee 3
havens by offering to make available to Turkey on~& lend-lease basis
railway cars and engines earmarked for refugee purposesi

’?. (4) On page 8 of Mr, Hirschmann's memorandum there is an in- -

g dieation that even after the Turkish Embassy in Bulgaria had received w
the necessary Turkish transit visa for a particular refugee, it was
necessary for ghis refugee to bribe a petty Turkish official in the

Embassy before @ visa could be had, Is this practice common? If so,

would it not be advisable to advise the Turkish Government of the United
States' disapproval of such bartering 1n human lives.

Mr, Hirschmann's recommendation of a British counterpart
of the War Refuzee Board,

On page 3 of his Observations, Conclusions and Recommendations,
Mr, Hirschmann recommends that the British be urged to create - oxyganiza~
tion, allel to the War Refugee Board, whose hv-representativgga’ﬂé\ald
enjo’y :. ETplomatic status, It might not be advisable o meke such an overall
recommendation to the British Government at this time, inasmuch as the N
British Government has already stated publicly that it has an organization T
within the Government empowersd to deal adequately with refugee matters, :
It might be desirable, however, to recommend to the British that they sppoint
a special diplomatic represgntative in Turkey, or aanywhere else where it may
Ye necessary, vho will spend full time working on refugee matters in
cooperation with the War Refugee Board's representative in that area:

Other matters to be considered

e e, T i

C (a) At the topf of page 12 of his memorandum Mr, Hirschmann S R
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inquires about a certain $300,000 appropriation to cover the expenses of
transporting 5,000 children from the Balkan countries to Palestine, Has
someone looked into this matter?

, (b) Mr. Hirschmann recommends that pressure be placed upon the
Vichy Government to halt further deportations of Jews from France into
Poland, Has someone worked on the various possible means of applying
this pressure? -

(c) Mr., Hirschmann is apparently not interested in aiding
refugees to enter Turkey illegally. The 1llegal entrance of refugees into
Turkey could be encouraged if it were discreetly mentioned to selected
individuals for transmission to enemy territory that the refugees who
arrived at Istanbul on the MILKA were permitted to land despite the lack
of proper documents, Would such a step cause morg harm than good? (See
Ankars No. 15). It is highly likely that news of landing in Turkey of
refugees on board the MIIEA has already filtered through to the appropriate
persons in enemy territory. : .

(4) It is apparently anticipated that there will be considerable
delay before the safe conduct for the TARI can be obtained from the German
Government, (Ankara No, 9). Have the methods of applying pressure on
the German Government been worked out?

Do you wish me to examine into any of the problems I raised abovel?

Wi




BRITISH EMBASSY
WeT, 1524/36/44 WASHINGTON,D.C.

April 5th, 1944.

Dear kr. Pehle: ‘

yith reference to my letter of Narch 23rd on the question
of the possible divergence of Greek'relief ships in order to pick
up Jewish refugees from Roumaniay we have now had further comments
on this suggestiorn from London and 3tockholm,
The Linistry of =conomic ‘‘arfare point out that the schedule
for 3reek relief has beer so -recarious that even a small loss of
tonnaze might leave a zap in deliveries just when this could not be . 2
afforded. However, they anticipate that the position in this respect
may soon become easier'as a result of the addition to the Greek
relief fleet which we understand has now been sanctioned by the /
Sermans. They consider, and this is also confirmed by our Legation i
in 3tockholm, that it would be unwise to make any actual move until N
toe four new additions to the 3reek relief fleset have actually left
the 2altic, since it mizht well be that any approach to the Zermans
on tkis question may raise complications which might result in holding
up the ships. OUnce the ships have left, however, the L.inistry of
Zeonomic warfare feel that it might then be possible to re-open the
guestion in an attempt to work out plans which might make a ship avail-
able for the refugees without undue interference with the Greek relief
progranre, though in view of the difficulties which surround this
propositi:n, theyhove that it may in the meanwhile have been found
possible to secure shipping for this purpose from other quarters.

I understand that the United 3tates Legation in Stockholm
has telegraphed furtrer to the State _epartment rezarding this question,
and I should be grateful if you could let me know how the matter now ™
stands as far as your Government is concerned.

Yours sincerely
//\

G. F. Thorold? , 48
Mr. J. Pehle, ﬁywc!“’”. I
War Refuges Board, N pL> i |
2883 Treasury Building, 9;&;9 d
washington, D.C. %
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FROM! Secretary of State, Washington
TO: Amgmbaasy, Ankara

\I"{L//F/,' A”k“"—/l
DATED:  April 4, 1944 g
45
NUMBER:  24% NTRm. ﬂﬁpei!
* u

FOLLOVING IS FOR THE AMBASSADOR'S ATTENTION,

WRB CABLE 18.

It 1e understood by ue that you and “irechmann have
been informed by Joseph Schwgrtrr Lisbon JDC representative,
thet there 18 & good possibllity that a Portugugse vesgel
mey be obteined for the purpose of evacusting refugees rroi'
Constantzs, Ve have eleo been informed by Schwartsz that
Hirschmsnn has advised him to euspend negotiations with
the Fortuguese Shipping Company until the poasibilities of
evacuatlon are definitely declded and until the question
of using e Turkish vessel has been determined,

¥e agsume that you will bear in mind the suggestion
mede by Schwertz end thet If an oceasion should‘éavélop '
whereln a Portuguese vessel could be used you will inform

Schwartez and us.

HULL
(aLw)
A
A0 1y or DECLATL: D :
: State Dept. Letter, 1.11.72 '

‘By R. H. Parks Datej_E&I 8 1972 7 E :
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‘ March 30, 1944
By, Verren

< KEr, Pehle
445 p.m.

¥Will you please have digpatched at once the attached eable
to Ambagsador Steinhardt, Aukara, Turkey,

[Intb1a104) 3, v 2,

JBFibbk « 3/29/u4




CABLB TO ANBASSADOR STRIYHARDY, ANKARA

We have besn informed that Joseph Sohwarss, Jpo representative
; in Lisbon has advimed you and Hirsohmann that these is good
poseibility of obtaining a Portuguece ship for evacuation from
Constansa, Aecording to aah:mrn, Hirsohoann has adviged hin to
hold up any negotiations with the Portuguese Ehipping Company une1d
She question of the Purkigh vessel 1o ssttled and evaouation
Possidilities fully deterained, ¥e assume thas you will keep in
nind Schwarts' suggestion and 1f cacaston arises for use of the
Fortuguese ship that you will advige Schwarts

-

and ourgelves ascordingly,

THIS IS WRB ANKARA CABLE NO, _J}6

|
D
JERsbRk - 3/29/4y , : |

B
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEORAM SENT -, (07 .4 {y
FROMQ Seoretary of 8tate, Washington i
I g e
TO: Amembsesy, London b /

DATED: March 31, 1944

o e ONTROL GOPY

WAR REFUGEE BOARD SENDS THE FOLLOWING FOR AMBASSADOR
WINANT,

There has been received from the Government of Turkey
an offer to charter a Turkish ship to make a single trip -
for the purpose of carrying a number of refugees to Halfa
from Constanza. This offer ls the result of an urgent
attempt to racliitate the evacuation of refugees from
Rumsnia and long negotiations between the Government of
Turkey, Ambassador Steinhardt and the War Refugee Board's
representative in Ankara. The War Refugee Board has
authorized immedlate charter of the vessel. In order to
obtain the charter the United States Government has
guaranteed replacement of the Turkish ship should it be
lost on the voyage. Negotiations to obtailn safe conduct
from the apvropriate governments are being carried on at
the present time.

It has been indicated by the Turkish government that
unlegs equivalent tonnage 1e chartered to them by the

United 8tates Government, the vessel referred to will make

only one trip becsuse of the shipping shortage,
pefssiWam Refugee Board

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 .

By R. H. Par’ks Dateﬂ_l 8 1972

ekt
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The Var Refugee Board is trying to meet the Turkish
requiremen@s 80 that the vessel will meke more than one
trip, The ¥ar shipping Adminietration hasg requegted
Kalloech, the Mediterranean Regional Dirsctor of the War
Shipping Administratiéﬁ, to explore the poasibllity that
the Itellans might be willing to charter to the Government
of Turkey one of their vessels if arrangements for carrying
out the evacuation program can be made, Kalloeh, whokis '
wvorking through MEDBé, has 2aked London to request Gibson
Graham, British representative on MEDBO, to help in thig
endesvor. We request that you communicste as goon as
possible with the Britigh Minlatry of War Transport with
a view to obtsining Gibson Grshamis agsletance in thie

matter,

S
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March 29, 1944

2 ire Je Be Friedman

:+ Joseph . Murphy
- rd
Ret Keport of February 20, 1944, on Refuges Situation in Turkey

+his report contains little that we have not received
in some form or another in tho pasts It indicetes, ms we knew,
that the Turkish Governmeni has been quite cooperative in refu=
goe matiers. The princlple difficulty secems to be the unwill-
ingness of the Axis countries or their satell}tes to release ref-
ugees. rarticularly is this true of Bulgaria, which in Aprii,
1943 prohibited exit from or treansit through that country of Jews
from Axis Europe. This forclosed the poesibility of land exit
to Turkey from Axis ccuntries north of Rulgaria. ;

‘he report alsc indicates that in 1940, uwhen the
Falestinian quota was very small, Bulgarian and bumanian pro-
moters etarted a "racket" under which space or unseaworthy ves-
sels was sold at extortionate prices in order to get refugess
into Falestiine illegally. Apparently this practice, which vwas
fraught wiih many dargers, ceassd scmetime ago, rrobably be-
cauge of Lhe relaxation of the Palestinian quota.

JHMufphysdh 3/29/44 ' i




R Ankara,
March 30, 1944

W MEMORANDUK FOK THE MBASSADOR
f

While at Istanbul on my lest trip on Haroh 23 and 24,

I took ocousion to check further on the reports which have
been soming to us, supplemsnted by the telegram from ¥Wash-
ington, on the subject of diseriminution shown to puid-up
members of the zionist Party in the 1ssuunce of oxit visus
from the Balkan ccuntries and entry permits into Palast’,\ine.

I found « unsnimity of opinion confirming these reports,
It seems that the aystem worka very simply. The rapre:;enta-
tive of the Jewish sagenoy of the Belkun countries is in &ll
instances o member of the Zionist orgunizution. He is
appurently instructed to issue the aforesuid psrmits and
visas as follows: ' "

(u; Veteraun Zionists,

{(b) kembers of the Party. . :

(o) ihose showing & sympathetic interest in the
csuse of Zionism; and

(d) Those ocutaide the pale.
This order was confirmed, in econfidence, by u membsr of
the Jewish agenoy who, in reply to my inquiry, gai{d Tobvioualy
preference is given to members of the Zionist Furty."

There is another point which is worth noting,fSinoe the

i
representative of the Jewish Agency in the Balken countries = l‘
is an important Zionist and is so chosen for this Teasony
‘éhoae oitizens wishing to leave the country who are sionists '
have & direct and easy access to the reprezontutive, while . !

outsiders hauve only an indirect approach. I intend to bring -

)
this matter, with the information related ubove, to the A
attention of the War Refugee Board and Mr, Puul Baorwalk ,7)“"7

when I raturn to the US. ) W |

q‘\a t o |

Uidiag;
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PARAPHRASE OF TELECRAM S:iNT I
TROM: Secretary of State, wWashlngton A
TO: AmericanlEmbassy, Ankara s

DATED: March 28, 1944

- rONTOO! rppy
o | |

The following is War Refugee Board's no. ?, for
Hirschmann? ’
The informationvgivan below which the Board re-
ceived, may merit—investigatipn relative to the situa-

ﬁion generally as well as the particular case concerned:

Attempts are being made by a father and son with
name of Franki/to reach Palestine” after having escaped
from Slovak @’v%~gungary. Having received Palestine ’
immigration certiffgatesfin Hungary, they have all
transit visas’ required éxcept Turkish, which they have
been unable to obtain.,

As you know, projects 1 volving the rescue or lo-
cating of specific individual refugees are not under-
taken by the Board, but we believe that this case
may be a typical situation which csn be taken up with

the Government of Turkey.

HULL

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date___ W ETL SEP 18 1972 N




KEHCRARDUY
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0 KB, WARRRN
¥HONs NB, PEALE .

I$ will be approelated if you will have the attached telegram
fren the War Befogee Board to Ambassador Hteinhardt and Mr,. Hivgehmann
Ar Ankars Sicpatehed at onee,

(Initialed) J M.

7
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CABLE T0 AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT AKD IRA ETRSOEMARN, ANKARA, TURKEY FROM
VAR REFUGEE BOARD

Board has recelved following information which may merit investigation

not merely in particular case involved dus ae éo situation generally,

wl

Aocording to information a father and son named Frankl have ucap‘d
from Blovakia to Hungary from where they are trying %o reach Falestine,
They have received in Hungary Palestine immigration certificates aga all
netessary traneit visae exeept Turkish, They have been unsucoesaful 4n
obtaining Turkish traneit vigas,

As you know, the Board does not undertake projects limitod ¢o the
secking out and reesue of aspecific individuale, but this came néy

poseidly constitute s type situation which can be $aken up with Tarks,

THIS I8 WRB ANKARA CABLE KO, @

JERtLbR « 3/18/Uk%
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PARAPHRAGE OF TSLEGRAM RECEIVED P ey ‘{7)
FrOM: AmerioanJEmbassy, Ankara /
T0: Seoretary of State, ﬂashington
DATZD: Maroh 28, 1944

B v
Following is ankara's 12 for WR3 from Hirschmann.,

- * CONTROL COPY

You are informed that the proposala discussed in
the Department's cable of March 17, no. 214, received
today concerning ships/are dealt with fully in our
previousﬁﬁgi?gpgms referring especlslly to my nmessages
of L.arch 15,‘;é%ﬁ§5 and 458, !
It is assumed that the Board 1s looking for means o
go that it can take advantage of the offer eof the Turk
Winister for Foreign Affairs to the effeect that if the , i
furk RKed Crescent ls donated a vessel by the American
Government, its operation will be permitted by the
Government of Turkey under the Turk fleg for the pur- V |

pose of evaocuating refugees from Balkan ports for the

duration of the war, thereafter the vessel to remain h
the property of the Turk Red Crescenti ,
STEINHARDT
1
DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date O EP. 8 1972
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MAR 27 1944

¥y dear Admiral Land:

Thank Wou very much for the resl
assistance which you have given to the Yar
Refugee Board in connection with the many .
shiopiﬁé rroblems which it has encountered.

As you know, shipping is one of the most

urgent matters with which the Board must deal
in its efforts to save the lives of innocent
neonle. Your sveedy and wholehearted cooper-
ation in aiding our efforts to obtain ships

for the evacuation of refugees to Turkey, and
your helo generally in these matters, has given
us hones of success in our endeavors.

I also sincerely appreciate your
making available to the Board the valuable
aseigtance of /Lt. Commander Arthur M. BeckeT,
Kr. Myron Black and others of your staff.

Sincerely yours,

(Bgned) K. Morgexthas; . |

Secretary of the Treasury

/
Honorable Emory S. Land,
War Shipving Administrator,
Washington 2%, D. C.

W,}@% 3/25/1
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION
Date
TO Mr, Pehle March 23, 194k

FROM Mr, Friedman

I believe that Secretary Morgenthau should call Admiral Land on
the telephone along the lines indicated in the attached note, We are
currently clearing through War Shipping the gquestion of getting a
guarantee for the S§ TAQI in place of the guarsntee we gave in the
case of S§ VA;AN. While Becker thinks that Land will not balk at
this transaction, he does feel that the effects of the Stettinius
call are beginning to wear off and that Land may possibly be

becoming a little shaky. In this case a call from the Secretary

would do n great deal to restore the situation, I think this call

ﬁw

should be made as soon as possible,




1. Secretary Morgenthau greatly appreciates the whole-nearted
coopération which Admiral Land has been giving to the War Refugee Board
in trying to obtain ships to evacuate refugees to Purkey., Since
shipping is one of the principé.l prodblems that faces the War Refugee
Board, the importance of Admiral Land's assistance cannot be over-
ostimated. Admiral Land's staff and particularly Lt. Com, Becker have
been extremely helpful in working out the details of particular
transacticns,

2, Admiral Land, of course, realizes the great importance of
effecting immediate evacuation of refugees from Rumania in view of
recent military develooments in that aréa. As the Admiral kmows, we
have been dealing back and forth with the Turks for boats and in thisg
kind of negotiation there have necessarily been proposals and'counter-
proposals, The Secretary is sorry that we have had to come back severzl
$imes to Land on this problem but it has been inevitable in the nature
of things, We have now been informed that the Turks have placed a
boat at our disposal. Since thig ship is different from the SS VATAN
whose replacement was guarenteed by the War Shipping, it will be
necessary to trouble Land to renew the guarantee in the case of the new

boat. The Secretary will greatly appreciate Land's cooperation in this

matter since, of course, time is of the essence,

é
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Dear John:

Followirg our recent talk, I referred back to London the
question of the possibility of diverting one of the 3reek relief
ships: to pick up Jewish refugees’ in Constanza. I have not yet had
ary definite reply on this, except for & telegram informing me
that the matter is receiving urgent cocsideration, but I think I
should warn you that a telegram from 3tockholm to London, =md which !
nas been repeated here, shows that the opinion of the Swedish Hiinist
of Foreisn :ffairs and also of the American and British Legations, is
very definitely opposed to the proposition. I understand that the
U.3., isinister has telegraphed to the 3tate Jepartment to this effect,
and you are no doutt already in possession of his views on the matter.,

I will let you know further as soop as I have any definite
news from London.

Yours sincerely,

Clyy Iwa\

3. F. Thorold.

Mr. J. Pehle, '
War Refugee.Board, Treasury Department, ’ ;
Washington, D.C. :




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAL SENT
FROk.: SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON N
TO: ALEFBASSY, ANKARA

I LONTROL CORY
W '

rollowing is War Refugee Board's cable no, 5 to Ankara "
“+
T
@“‘“‘)
Your cable of March 3, 1944, no. 80 is referred to here-

for Hirschmann's’attention.

with,

We gre#itly apireciate the splendid cooperation Ambassador
Steinhardt has given you. Also we appreciate your suggestions ¥
for action, yaur reports and the steps being taken.by you and
the Ambassador. We willkeep you currently informed of our
progress in following up the points made by you:

1. Negotiations are being continued by us with the
Gévernment of Sweden in an attempt to obtain its agreement to
make vessels for this project available. The immediate pros-
pects in this connection are not encouraging abut you will be
informed of the developments as they take place.

We still believe that all possible steps should be taken
to obtain Turkish vesselg. Tentative consideration is being
given to a plan whereby the United States Government would maker
a vessel avallable to the Government of Turkey at once if, ih
your opinion, the Government of Turkey would immediately m;ke
avalilable an equal amount of tonnage fof the purpose~ of

evacuating refugees in accordance with the program which the

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 Board

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 18 1972
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- Board has formulated. It is requested that you inform us

whether such an offer from this Government would, in your

opinion, make a Turkish vessel for refugee work available

quickly. As soon as we_receive from you a positive indication

that such an arrangemeng as suggested above would be of sub-

stantial help, we will take this matter up wigg'the apprgpri—ﬂ

ate authorities. Your reply will be awaitedrbefore approach-

ing the War Shipping Administration or other appropriate

government agencles. We request your urgent advice,

2. If arrangements which are satisfactory to'you andv

Ambassador Steinhardt can be made, the necessary funds will s

be forthcoming to buy the Turkish vessel S8 NECAT/for about

$400,000, it being understood that the vessel will be donated

to the Turkish{Red Crescent. The Americad Jewlsh Joint

- Distribution Committee has indicated an interest in furnish-

ing the purchase price of the ship if it appears reasonably
certain that the vessel will be able to transport from Rumania
to Palestin; the 5,000 Jeﬁish children as indicated in your
reference cable., The JDC has incuired whether they will have
to bear the additional expenses involved in transporting the
children, such as wages, cost of fuel, et cetera. We concur
with your suggestion that it would be most desirable to try
to obtain the Turkish Government's congent to continue the
ship in operation for the purpose of transporting additional ~
refugees after the 5,000 children have bemn transported.as

,planned.'

It 1s
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It is further suggested by us that you get in touch with
kr. Resnicki representative in Turkey for J.D.C., in connection
with this project,

HULL !
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188 P.n,

Hre deorge L. Yarren

Je %o Pelrle
1 should appreciate 1t 1if the
attached cable w0 Audassador Steinhardt

faor our reprosentative, ir, Hirgehmarn,

were transmitted at cnoa,

(Signed)J.0.Penle

SoHiMurphysdh 3/9/44
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This is WRB Cablo to Ankara Nos ___L 3 FPlease refer to

your No, 80 of Maroh 3, 1944,
) %e very much Appreoiate the excellent and active cooperation

vhich fubassador Steinhardtlhnn found 1% possible to give you. ve are
likswiss most appreciative of the octepe whioh he and you are taking as
well aes your {ull reports and suggestions for action. %o &re setively
following up the pointes made by you and will keep you promptly and cure
rently advised of our progress.

le As proviously indicated, we are continuing our negotiations i
with reprosentatives of the Swedish Oovernment in en effort to aaéuro
its agreement to supply ships for this work, Up to now, however, our
immediate prospects are not encouraging. %é will adviee you sf any ¥
further develepments in ‘his Ploturo.

¥a 3111) fuel it moet desirable to take all stops posaible to
sooure luriisy ships. 4t the present we have under tenative (repoaﬁ
tenative) considerailon a plan vy shioh ihis ;overnment would wake a
ship avallable {o ithe Iurkishk Governmsnt at onva, provided in your opinion
the lurkish Vovarnment would be willin; immediately to make mvailable an
equal amount of tonnage for the evacuation of refugees in ecoordane;gvith the
Board's programe Plesss advise us shethep you feel that zuch am offer on
the part of ihis Sovermment would result in quickly making availabie
Turkisih ship for refuges work. If we receive g strong 1qdica§ion’tiom you

that such an arrangement would bYs o substantial holp, we will immediately :

take the matter up with the appropriate authorities of this Governmente




¢

o 2 -
¥ have not (repeat not) yet taken the catter up with the uar Shdppang
Administration oy other appropriate agonolen of the Governuent and
will avait your reply before doing so. Please advise urgently

2, 1f arrangemente satiefalloly 10 you and Aubasrador Stesnhapdt

o&h be made fur the rurethse of the "BeioMECAT®, a1 & qoot of 8pproximately
$400,000, the vespel 1o be donated to the Turkish hed Crasceat 10 become
its property, tine Recassary funde will be forthooming. The American
dondsh Jodnt Dletribution VOmmitgee has manirested an intaerest in furnishing
the purchase price of thig ship on condition that it appear reasonably olea;
that the boat will be able to somplete the transrortation of the 5000,
Jewdsh refugos children from Rumania to Palesiine as indicated invyvgr
cable under reforence, ing delUeCay however, wishes to know vﬁother it Winl
have tc pay the nevsesary additicnal oxponosea, sush as those fop vagas,
fuel, ot odtora, which way be igvalved in transporting thess children,
“0 all agree with your view that it would be moat desireble to preas the
Turkish fied Cressent to continue tke veesel ip operation 1o carry addie
tional rofugees after tho agrsement to transport the 5000 ohildren has
bssn carrted -ut, ' N

It 15 suggosted that you contaet ir, Reanick, J.L.C, reprasentative
in Turkey, with rospeot to this wmather, 7

THturghysdn 3/9/44 o
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kY Farardiace OF TaLulrias RoClLiVab
FROM American bmbassy, Ankara
TO: ~egretary of ustate, Washington

DaTuD Mareh 186, 1944
NUMBERL 495
-

FROK HIRSCHMANNJFOH THE ATTENTION OF FxHbus

This morning Aﬁbassaﬂor Steinhardt and the Farelgnh
¥inister held a personal confersnce and as & result the 2
latter definitely comnitted the Turk Government to making
avallable to the Ambaseador as & personal gourtesy a Turk
pRssenger vessel with & capaolty for earrying 1500 people,
Yo meke & single trip as soon as pessible, to and from
Gonstenze Lo eveouate refugees of Jewish natidnality.
I heve been informed by the Ambassador thetl the Foreign
tinlster gave the negessary instructlions in his presenae
to the Minieter of Communications by telephéne. Ag they
&re both carge vessels, 1t would appear from the Xinlater's )
promise of a passenger vesasl that nelther the VATAR nop )
the NECAT will be used. Valusble time will be seved by
plasing a passenger instead of »a cargo vessel at our
dlsposal as refitting of g‘cargo vesasl for paasenger
service in this area would involve inordinate delay in
view of shortage of material and labor avelleble for thet

purpose., DECLASSIFIED .
State Dept. Letior, 1-11.72

By R. H. 'urks D;,:F”iEE_ 1 ’Q 1'972 The Ambsgsador
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The Ambansedor was informed by Numan that se the
vessel belng plseed at his dispoezl was one of the very
few sulpe svallable to the furk Government for its vital
commerces it eould not continue to evacuate refugses from
Balkan vorts after the trip in guestion unless the united
;tates Government made avallable %o the Turk Goverament
s substitute vessel by the time of termination of ithe
initlial trip. It wae categorleally stated by nim thet
;f the United utates Government would make a shlp avail~
able on & loan basle to the Turk Government by the time the
initisl trip is completed, he would put 1t in operstion to
cerry Turk commerce aftsr vlacing the Turk flag on the /
vessel =0 loaned.

By 'this meens he would be permltting the vessel
sssigned to us for the initial trip to meke further
trips to Beslikan perts %o evacuate refugees, but that
failing, o substitute vessel only as in the voyage to
and from Constan:za could be permitted. Beocause of the
desperste situation in whieh the Turk Government finds
iteelf for lack of ships, he sdded that no smount of =
money sould be accepted in lieu of & substitute veseel and
that if we deeired the ship about to he mede avallable te
us to make repesated trips it would be neqessary, 8s sooh

as pogsible, to provide a substitute vessel. Kuman

referved




..3-
referred to the fsot that even a single veyege to and
from Uonstanza represented & genulne saorifice on the
part of the Turk Government. If the representatives of
the International Red Orose encountered new d4ifficuvltles
in ragard to obtalning safe conduot for the vessel, the
Foreign Miniater sgreed, at the concluslon of their talk,
t0 intervene with the German Ambassador in Ankars.

The foregolng informetlon has been communicated to
3imond, ef the Internatlensl Red Uroes who is 2% onoce
taking up the matter of safe conduct for the vesssl with
the bsllligerents.

Barles’ of the Jewish agenoy has alsc bsen informed
by me of the imperative neoessity of having the retuge;s%
available at the port of Constmhza on the arrival of the
vessel so that there mey be no undue delay.

Inoumbent upon us is the burden to continue thie
Turk vessel in reguler operation for the evacuation of
refugees by the prompt loan to the Turk Government of an
Amerlosn vesesel in substitution therefor, as we have now
resched a point at which the Turk Government has given
svidence of its willingneas to cooperate by plaaing one

of the very few vegsele avallable to it at our disposal

for the firat $rdp. After the first—trip has begen
completed by a Turk vessel it will be (%) if not Ampossible
%0 persuade the Turk Government that the United Stuates
Goverament with Lts large merchant fleet and eo#etruetlan

of over




of over 1,500,000 wvon- ver month is not in = nositlon

Lo nrovide one vegsel of 6,000 to 7,000 tono to svacusts

refusse’ which 1t desirs: Lo reseue. & heve ne douby thatd

suen & veisal would be made avellable promoitly A it we£§

noaeible Tor au American vercel Lo oroesed Lo Lonatenzg. *
stisfrctory exvlsnstion to the Turk Goveramcnti wihy an

ansrisean vessel unable to »recscd to Constanze should no%

be nlsoed =t the disnosel of tiie Turkish Government while

its vossel undertaks:z the reguler snd dontinued evecu:stion

of the refugeses, would for thls reason bs difficuld, '

ST INHARDT

fl
{(*) Apperent ommisslon.

DORINALIEA

B=17=d4
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM: Americsn Embassy, Ankera .

. & /-
TO3 Secretary of State, Washington /V”Ll”f;;x¥4'9,w5

o e ONTRO 0B
) U

Reference is made hersin to my eables of March 3,
no, 380 and 4556, dated March 15.

Rérerence wvas made in my- conversatlion thle morning
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs to my previous
converesation with the Hinlster of Communications concerning
the poselbility of the purchase by the warARetugee Board
of the 88 NECAT at a cost of approximately $400,000, the
vessel to be donated to the Turkish’Red Cresgent end to .
besoong ite property efter completing the transportation to [
Palestine’ of 6,000 Jewish refugee ohlldren from Rumanis’ |
under ausplces of the International Red Crose. In reply
Numan ststed thet the Hihister of Communications had dieg
cugned the subject with him and that es the Turkish Oov;rn-
ment had now agreed to meke a passenger vessel avsilable
to me at once, to vithdraw a second vessel from the very
few shipe at the disposal of the Turkish Government would
be impossible. Numen added that there wae some question

as to whether tpe Red Crescent oould accept the donation

of & vessel under the conditione suggeated by me, Inquiry 7 |
wasithign

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date__S_EE 1 8 1972
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wag then masde by me as to whether he could devise o
mesns whereby the Red Crescent could opopate a vessel
under the Turkish flag Tor the continucus evacuation
from Balkan ports of Jewish refugess. Later in the day
the Forelgn Ministen telephoned Ee and salid that he had
obtuined the consent of the Counall of Hiniaters to
rroposing that the American Government donate a8 vesaei-
to the Turkish Red Crescent which would undertake to
operate it unde the Turkish rleg for the purpose of
evacuating refugees from Balkan ports durlng the eontxnék
usnce of the war, the vessel thereafter to remasin the
property of the Red Crescent.

Hirschmann and I recommend that fhe foregoling
proposal be accepted and in considering thie proposgal
the War Refugee Board may wish to bear in mind the present
exhobbitant coat per capito of evacuating refugees either
by rail or eea from the lekahqg;v!ha cost of evacuating
g few thouasnd refugees, at the éxiating rates, from the
Balkana to Turkey or Pdsstine by g&se would probably be
as much as the value of the ghip on vhioh they were
carried which would clearly Justify its donation.

The Departmantfs inetructions in thig matter will
be apprsociated,
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March 13, 19uy
Dear Morris:

The attached cable from

Hirschmann is for your confidential

information,
Very truly yours, !
/(‘.-
1 5<%
T 0 e
3l

J. W. Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Mr. Morris Ernst, . " ]
285 Madison Avenue, ]
New York, New York. '

Enclosure
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION
. parxliarch 9, 1944

to 1 Hessrs. Penle, DuPois, and Friedman ZLA:ZZ:ﬁﬂ
FrROM :

J. He Jurphy

I called Lt. Cormander Becker on the problems we discussed
in your office this afternovon. -

1. With respect to the necessary clearances in trans-
ferring a ship to the Purks in return for whick they would
make an equivalent amount of tonnage available for refugee
work, Becker said that he saw no legal reason why this would
have Lo be clearsd through the Joint or Combined Chiefs of
Staff, so long as we confine our negotiations te just any
ship, and not a special one. iowever, he called my attention
to the memorandum which he had given you on the matter of
ship procurement and pointed out that, by a specific exchange
of letters between Admiral Land and the President, it was im=

possible to transfer any ship without clearance from the VWhite
ouses XKnowing the situation in the white House you will

appreciate how this could become a matter for the Chiefs of
Staff.

Becker was of the opinion that we should discuss the
matber with Lend nease before cabling Hirschmann, on the theory
that Lend Lease could tell us whether it would be possible at
all. Becker said the recent press comments on the change of
attitude toward Turkey may well heve altered the situation from
what it was when we first approached Lend Lease on the WYATAN" .
I told him your views with respect to discussing the matter prior
to cabling Hirschmann, and read him the cable o Hirschmenn. He
suggested the ineiusion of a clause to the effect that this mat-
ter has not yet been discussed with WSA, and 1 have inseried it
in the cable. .

Becker felt that the best approach on this matter,

tentatively, was,on the basis of our reply from Hirschmann, to

approach Lend Lease and get their approval. Then we might raise

the matter with him for the purpose of getting a statement to the
_. sffect that Admiral Land had no objections. At this point we

might approach the ¥hits House.s™ .
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In this connection Becker advised me very confidentially
that WSA had 4 or 5 old "tubs" which it was trying to sell and that
these might be available for our purposes, if and when. At this
point he wantsd to check with the General Counsel of WSA to be sure
thal these "tubs" had not already been spoken for and that it would
be all right to indicate that they were available. I suggested
that we leave the matter on an entirely unofficial basis at this

time. Accordingly he will regard it as such and not mention it to
anyone.

2. I also to0ld Becker that anything he could do to help us on pro-
curing Swedish ships, particularly by approaching the British
iinistry of %ar Transport, would be very much appreciated. He
said he would bs glad to do so but would like to have someone
from our office call on him Monday and he will arrange a confer-
ence at which one of us could sit in. :

Both Admiral Land and Commander Becker will be out of town +
ovser the weekend.

gl

cc: DuBois, Friedman




Harch 9, 1944
Mesarse Pehle, DuPois, and Friedman

t Jo He Murphy

I called it. Conmander Beokor’ on the probleme we dissussed
in your office thie afterncon,

1. With reapect to the necessary clearanses in transe
forring a shiy to the Turks in return for which they would
moke an aquivalent amount of tonnage available for refugee
work, Becker said that ho saw no 10391 reason why this would
have to be clearsd through the Joint”or Gombined Chiefs of
Staff, so long ee we confine our negetiations to just any
ship, and not a spesial ome, However, he enlled my attention
to the memorasdum which he had given you on the matter of
ehip procurement and pointed ou& that, by a spoai.gtc exchange
of letters between Admirel Land’and the President, ii wae ime

capible to transfer any s without clearance from the White i
ouses Kno the ait\yxat‘ilog in the ¥hite House you will

appr:eiate how this could become a matter for the Chiefe of
8taff,

Becker was of the opinion that we should discuss the '
matter with Lend Lease before cabling Hirschmann, onh the theory
that : Lend Lease could tell us whether it would be possible at
alle pecker said tho resent press commente on the shange of
attitude toward Turko{ may well have altered the situation from '
shat it was when we first approacjed Lond Lease on the "VATAR",” 1
I told him your views with respect to dlscussing ths matser prior i
to cabling Hirschmenn, end read him the cable to lirschwany le
suggested the inelueion of a ¢lause to the offoct that this mat-
tor has not yet been discussed with WSA, and I have ingerted it
in the cable.

Becker felt that the best spproach on this matter,
tentatively, wasyon the basie of our reply from Hirschmaug to
approach Lend Lease and got their approval. Then we might ralse
the zatter with him for the purposs of gotting a sistoment to the
offact that Admiral land had no objeotionse At this polint we
might approach the Vhite Housge.
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In this eunnection Besker advised me very confidentially
4hat W5A had 4 or § old "4ubs” which it was trying Yo soll and that
these might be available for our purposes, if end when, At this
point he wanted to check with the Genersl Counsel of WS to be sure
that these "tube" had not already been spoken for and that it would
be all right to indicate that they were available. I suggested
that we leave the matter on an entirely unofficial basis at this
4ime. Accordingly he will regard it as such and not mentiom it to
anyono.

I also told Becker that anything he could do to help us on pro=
curing Swedieh’ ehips, particularly by approashing the British”
Ministry of Var Transport, would be very much appreciated. He
said he would be glad 40 do so but would like 40 have someone
from our office eall on him Morday and he will arrenge 8 confer-
ence at which one of ue could sit ine :

Both Admiral Land and Cormander Beeker will be out of town

over the vweskend.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT /.f e
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION .
Date
TO Mr, Pehle March 9, 194l

FROM Mr, Friedman

When you see Mr, Thor¥ld of the Britf:; Exbassy I assume you will
broach the matter of diverting relief ships to the evacvation program,
We will then be in a position to see whether we wish to go to LeKGn
Lease for pressure on the British or other help. If this possibility
appears hopeless we mey then asgk our Ministef in Sweden to explore the
possibility of having the Swedish Government use other Swedish ships now
in the Baltic for this purpose, I believe we should probably not enteri

into this second negotiation until we have made up our minds about the

V9 T

first,
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P RAPHRASE OF TELEGRAK SENT
FROI: SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON
T0: ANEKBASSY, ANKARA” Lo
BATED:  March 9, 1944
NUMBER: 180

X

War Refugee Board sends the followlng for Hirschmann.

We have requested Myron Black{ the field director of
War/Shipping Administrétion's Foreign Service Division, who
is now in Cairo, to proceed immediately to Ankara to survey
with you the entire shipping” situation. Although ¥r. Black
can remain in Turkey only a few weeks, he will arrange to
have someone detailed permanently to Ankara from the Cairo ‘
office if it is deemed necessary. , o

Please Inform us at once of any and all developments
regarding shipping problems. This problem 1§ a most important
one and it is hoped that we can solve it with the assistance

of the War Shipping Administration which has been most helpful.

STETTINIUS

S

;"“,. A
DECLASSIFIED »‘\‘A;
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72%

By R. H. Parks Date ngn ,:




¥Miss Chauneey
¥y, Pavl
Mr, H. D, White
My, Pehle
Mr, Luxford
Mr. Duboié
Mr. k. N. Gerpstein
Mr, Stewars
¥r. Lesser
Mr. Priedmen
Miss Hoded
Mr. Pollak
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. ' March 8, 1944
3’ 30 /ﬂm .

TO1 Mr. Wax'rén

FROMt Mr. Pehle .
It will be appreciated if you have the

attached cable from the Wer Refugee Board to

Ambessador Steinhardt and Hirschmann in Ankers
dispatched immediately. ,

Attachment,




- - - w—

THIB IS WRB CABLE ANKARA NO, 2

X

TO HIRSCHMANN FROY THK WAR KEFUGEE BOARD.

The War Shipping Administration has requested .
Hyron Black, who is field director of their Foreign
Service Division, to groceed immediately from Calro
to Ankera to survey with you the entire shippin
situation. Mr. Black wili be unable to t'ema{n n
Turkey for more than & few weeks but if necessary
will then arrange to have someone assigned permenently
from the Cairo office to Ankara.

Please keep in close touch with us on all .
developments on the shipping problem. The War Shi}gping
Administration has been most cooperative and with their,
help we hope to be able to solve this most importent
problem. ;

?w/JE dlsseer
3/3/44
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: Amsrican Legation, Stockholm

T0: 3eeretary of State, Washington
DATED: Merch 7, 1
WUKSER: 764

I

The Legition has been informsd by the Foreign miniatry
that the War Refugee Doard recently approached ths Swedish
dovernment on two cocasions relative to Swedish aseistance in
rosoning Jevigh children from Southeastern Barope. The board's
repressntative ia Ankara made the first approach to the Swedlieh
Hinister thers and this was followed up by sn approash %o the
Swedish Minipter in Vashington by Hr. Pehle, the board's dirsctor.
On both cccaslons 1t was urgently requeatsd by the board that
pormission be given for ome of the Greek relief shipe which
¢all at Sslonika to prooeed to Constonza and take on board from
aight hundred to one thoueand Jowiah children for transporta-
tion to Istantul. It wae understcod that the Turk Govesrnment
is willing to permit transit through Turkey, prosumably en route
to Palectine and the intention was $o make an urgent approach s
to German, Balgarian, Rumanian, and fungarian Goveraments to
allow the children to leave if ths shipping question could be
agresd upon in prinoiple.

¥ho chalrman of the Swedish Shipping Committes was oonsulted «
by ¥r. Thyberg of tho Foreign Hinistzy and the ohalrman remarked
that Greak relief ships arve not fitted for accocmmodation of
passengers, MNr Thyberg realizes that this objeotion may be
minor in the circwsstances. Instrustlons have given to
the Swedieh Legation in Washington to suggest that the matter
be takan up with other American and British agonoles concerned
hy the War Refugee Board.

¥ithout saking into account the faot that German consent
still is lacking for three additiomal vessols $0 snter Oreek
raliet traffic in order to tranesport inoreages graented recently
(sse my telegram of Jamuary 28, 1944, ¥o. 291), ordinary de-
liveries from Canda to (resce have fallen behind, It is felt
by the Swedish Forsign Minletry and by the British Legation that
any extreneons delsy im the shippiug schednle for Greek relief mmst
have sericus and dsplorable offect and this Logation agrees.

Johneon

cos Bec'y(orig.), Abrahameon, Bernstein, Cohn, DuBois, Gaston,
Hodel, MoSormack, Friedman, Leughlin, Lesser, fuxford, Henn
Paul, Pehle, Pollak, Raires, th.nﬂ!lh. Btewart, m‘—ﬁhth,?ﬂua

DECLASSIFIED
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: MAR 29 1943 |

Dear H¥r. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Dr. Schwarts
was received from Lisbon under date of March 27, 1944:

T "Your March 20, 5 p.m. Ira Hirschmann adviges
: Rurkish vessel has now bsen promised for Balkan
- : svacuation therefore suggests we take no steps
: connection Portuguese steamer until number of
refugees available for embarkation Constanza
determined. Resnik informs us Turkish vessel for one
trip Constanza to Haifa will involve cost approx-
imately 3$250,000 for 800 children and urges you pro- ]
vide funds War Refugee Board this purpose. Under- i
stand Hirschmann eoncurs this suggestion. Please ]
discuss immediately with Pehle and advise.” !

Very truly yours,

" {51gasd) J.W. Pedle

Je. % Pehle i
Executive Director

v
Hr. ¥. A. Leavitt,
,Secretary,
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes,

270 Madison Avenue, "‘N\\/é
New York 16, New York, % .

FHslab 3/29/44
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This telepram must be catédﬁjf‘
parophrased defore being Dated varch 27, 1944 ;fl
cormiunicated to anyone ?
cther thaon Covermment eetd 9:02 nanl. 7ﬁ

o}

Leeney.

It

Seecretory of State

“;ashington

'
918, i.areh 27, 6 p.u.
Pcllowing iessa e is for jor .efugee Board for
{ ‘ R
tronsaissicn bto Leses Leavitt, Jeint Distribution

Cerrazittee, Tew York City. /

: J ‘ ]
fycur Larch 20, 5 peas  Ira Hirschiann 2dvises v
Turirish vessel has now been Hroaised fer Balkan

evecuaticn therefore suggests we take no steps connection

Portuguese stesmer until nuwiber of refugees cvailable for ! ]
.

embarkaticn Constanza deterzined. £snik inforas us

Purkish vessel fer cne trip Constanza to Faifa will t

invelve cost approximateiy 250,000 fer 8C0 children
and urges you nrevide funds Var Refugee Beard this
purpcse. Understand Hirschmann concurs this sursEstion.
Pleoase discuss imaediately with Pehle and advise".

~.-Signed Schwartz.

M~

WO.L/ED

£iiB

.
|
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' PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED ERRNRS ;
, [FROM: American/Embasey, Ankara )
TO: georetary of Btate, Washington ;
. DATED: March 4, 1944

NUMBER: 388

FOLLOWING FOR PEHLE FROM HIRSCHMAN.

There arrived today in Istanbul the first group of
Jewish ohxldranfrrom Bulgeria and on Mondsy théy leave for
Aleppo by train for Jerussalenm. ' {

Bulgarien and gestapo offiolals and bureauncratic deiays :
helﬁ up oertt:tcateajor relenge for theee children for 8
months. It is our belief that thie conetitutes the begin- N
ning of a fairly continuocue movement of ehildren provided ’:
new obstacles do not interfere, Ve were assured today by T
Turkish suthorities that they have 1gsued instruotions for
140 ohildren with 10 adulte to pass from Rumanis through
Turkey in two groups of 76 each every 10 days until further
notice.

In the last 10 daye ninety refugees came from Bulga»ial 7
via Istanbul te Palestine in .addition to the above. Further-
more, seventy-four refugees came to Izmir from Greese. h
The etoppage in refugee movement through Turkey whioch had
extsted sinoe the first of January has been overooma. ‘We-

‘E?E*ﬁéi‘ai“‘ttng*uurfetrorts~to' i

DECLASSIFIED ..
State Dept Letter, 1-11-72

- ByR; H.Parks Date SEP ,1 \9727
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movement. We are hopeful of obtaining steadily inoreasing

resulte with the Var Refugee Board's continuing unoompro- -'Q

mising support of our daily efforts. Moreover, a solution

in Turkey of a more aifficult and complex situation than

can poesibly be understood in Washington could serve as a

formulas for other parts of the world where similar human- !

itarisn efforts are being made by the Boerd, .

This morning Ambaseador Steinhardt was notified by the ;

Foreign Office that the immediate charter of the 88 vATAN

for a single voyage from COnataan wae apbroved in prine}ple

by the Forelgn Office and that at-the earliest poseible

moment the matter would ba_aubmitted with a favorable ’ : +

recommendation to the Council of ¥inisters (the equivalent

of our cabinet) without‘the approval of which no vessel

may be chartered, 7
The Ambassador wse further informed by the Forelgn %

Office that they had taken this sctlon as a personal :

courtesy to him subjeot to the underetanding that if the

veesel is desired for additionsl trips 1t will be necessary

for the Ambsassdor to discuss with theForelgn Office reim-

bursement for the finanelal loéa resulting from the '

Turkish Government's continued ssorifice of one of the \

very few shipes which 1t has avallable for carrying ive . I

produets,

77 I8 15 estimated —




-3~

It 1s estimated by us that on each trip the 88 VATAN
should be able to carry a mAxlmum of eilght~hundred and e
ninimum of aix-hundra§ refugees, Ae yet we have received

. no information oonoer&lng changes which may have to be
made in the veasel to accomodate paesengers since 1t is
a freighter. A substantlsl agreement has been reached
wvith the owner as regerds the cherter price. However, ¢
there will be the matter of obtalning from the Russian
and Gernan Governmente safe conduct for the vesasl and
attenpts to obtain this through Geneva:a?e being made by.
the International Red Cross representative here., Informa-
tlon regarding the progress of this matter will be sent

to you, /

STEINHARDT L




Executive Office of the 1. esident

WAR REFUGEE BOARD

FROM: MP, ¥e Stewast foem 7

TO: Mr. Pehle

Mr. Abrahamson e Mrs. B. King

Miss Alexander Miss Laughlin

____Mrs. Cohn _____Mr. Lesser
____Mr. DuBois _—_Mr. Luxford .
M. Friedman ____Mr. Mann

Miss Hodel __Mr. Marks

Mr. McCormack _ﬁr. Stewart

||
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Mr. Murphy Mrs. Taylor :
o Mr. Parke Mrs. Towler
___Mr. Poliak Mr. White
PR

Mr. Smith
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WAR

ir. John . Pehle

Acting Executive pirector
fiar Retugee Board
viashingbcn 25, D. C.

Deer John:

Attached nereto is & reply from

of Mwrch 2, together with

SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

March 2, 1944

n

W.R. B.
Filing Authority
To: Files

Ans.

Admiral Land to your lett;r
= copy of the cable sent to #yron Bleck,

sho is expected to errive in Cuiro on tae 3d for & stay of three

aeySse

Black should be able To leave for Ankara by about the

5th or 6th and I presume get therc within & day or two.

Enclosures

Sincerely yours,
e
Arthur M. Becker’
Lt. Condr., USNR

Assistant General Counsel

[

Ne. Ans. Re Y st
Initial s
Dute. L dlwd
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WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION i
WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATOR ) : :

MAR 2 - 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle R
Acting Executive Director

Yiar Refugee Board

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:
This is in reply to your letter of March 2, 1944.

Mr. Myron Black, who is Field Director, Foreign Service
Division of the War Shipping Admiaistration, is at present in Cairo. *
I thought it would be best for us to ask ifr. Black to proceed to
Ankara to survey.the situetion and to advise Mr. Hirschmenn as to
the shipping problems involved., Should this problem extend more
then a few weeks, Mr. Black will be unable to remsin in Turkey, bub-
in that event, I have asked him to arrange for someone to be
&ssigned from the Cairo office.

I enclose herewith a copy of the cable I have transmitted
to Mr. Black.

Sincerely yours,

- hoed

B. S. Land
Administrator

Enclosure
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SsBLLGRAM .
e ] March 2, 1944 ) a
To Myren Bleck, W84, o/o Region:l Office, Cuiro, Egypt

R FLRYNCE 192 TO ROBLiSUH. #4éR REFUGLL BO~RD URGENTLY I§ WELD OF
SHIPPING EXPFRT TO £DVISE HIRSCHMANH, IIS REPRESERT,TIVE IN £HKARA,
CONCIFNIRG PROBLYY OF EVACUATTHGGREFUGEES FROM RUMANIA T0 TURKLY,

T¢0 PROJLCTB HO* IN VIEW: (1) TURKISH GOVERNMENT ¥AY MAKE SS VATAY
AVAILABLE FOR THIS TReNSPORT. TION. ®8S& HiS ALREADY ¥aDE COMMITMENT
TO REPLACE VATAN 48 LEND LEFSE TRANSACTION 1F VESBUL 1S #i0E AVAILABLF
AHD LOST, (2) IT Y éx 50SSIBLL TO SECURE NEuTRQL SWEDIZH TONNAGE
FOR TLIS PURPOSE. ' g
IT HAS ALZ0 BFES SUGGESTED TU HIRSCHMANN TH.T H¥ TTEXPT T0 SECURE .
OTHYR TURPIGE SHIPE. PLEASE COOPERATE RITH HIM AND MAKE ANY
SUGGESTTION® YOU THINK DESIR;BLE DIRECTLY TO HIM, KFEPING THIS OFFICE
LDVISED. PLF,SE PRiCEED T, #NK~®h HND sDVISL HIRSCHMZNH, IF APPARENT
iBAT SHIPPLNG ADVICE 71iL BE NEEDED FOR PROTRAGIED PERIOD, PLEASE
ARRASGE -ITH ROBINSON TG SENp SOMEONE FROM HIS OFFICE TO REPLACE YOU.

THIS CABLE IS SENT AT SUGG1ISTION Of MoPHERSON, .
E. S. Land

3igned:
LARD
. i
AMBecker/mab . l )
T oo er' Pehler/@" ' N T
. BeC-keI‘” T T N wq}, A oYY

SIA1Y

E DEC[‘SS«HED “‘\-\
E.O. 11652, Sec, 3(E) and 5(D) of (B

Covvenercce Degt. lst%;¢\lh;
BYM: HARS Dalal;'gs E

- - .
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R ﬁ/“f M/#)F;;;Hirschnmnn to Pehle.
o ) Your prompt action to my telegrams Nos,
has been moat encouraging and gratifying. You have done a

March 2, 1944,

fine Jjob and I em proud to be your representative here.

Your telegram No. 146 of February 25th, 7 p.m, 18 com-
prehensive &nd to the point as to the Board's program, but
unfortunately there is a fly in the olntment in that tele-
gram. I cannot from this end guess whether this paradox
emanates from you or another Department, The fact 1s that
the telegram contalns the following paragraph: "It 1s of
course appreclated by the Department that your own activi-

* ties regarding this matter may be somewhat restricted by
the terms of the Department's telegram to you of February
7, 7 pem., No, 103, and that you may have to arrange for
the principal initiatives to be taken by Hirschmann, In
this regard you should of course use your best judgment,
It will be realized by you, the Department appreciates, +
that these negotliations are on a level entirely different
than those relative to Turkey's role in the war, and -that
the Government of the United States 1s simply sddressing
to the Government of Turkey, as to other governments, a
humanitarlan appeal, rather than a request that they take
certﬁ.n"actlon favorable to ua at' some sacrifice, to them~
selves,

I trust that you will appreciate that notwithstanding
the fact that ] have been invested with diplomatic status, ?
the only person ampowered to negotiate with the Turkish
Prime Minister or the Turkish Yinister of Forelgn Affairs,
or with the British Ambassador on the subject of war re- '
fugee work, 1s Azbassador Steinhardt, a

3

Now, when the Var Refugee Board was formed and com=-
posed of the Secretarles of State, War and Treasury, I
was convinced that this was strictly a U.S. Government De-
partment that can speak on behalf of the Government and
make cemands and requests on its behalf from other Govern-
ments, through the accredited Ambassador, provided of
course that such demands and requests are both reasonsble
and feasible. But the paragraph from your telegram No.
146 of Februery 25th, quoted above, leads me to believe
{(and it is so specific that it cannot be otherwise inter-
preted) that our ecfforts are to be confined to an appeal
to the humanitsarian feelings of the Turks. In the thres
woeks that I have spent-here I have had time to convince
myself that vnless we can approach the Turkish Governwment
in the same manner employed to obtaln concessions from it .
as 1s used for other U,S. Government matters or in con- i
nection with these matters, our chances of success arses
less than slight.




® i

-Ow

Amvassador Steinhardt has been completely cooper-
atlve and has thrown himsell into this work wholeheart-
edly end I have no doubt that he will contimue to glve
us hie complete help and support. DBut I appreclate
that re is the U.S. Amvassador to Turkey and as such
has manifold duties and problems related to high diplo-
macy and political matters. vhile Ambassador Stein-
hardt does in no way consider the work for the ¥“ar Re-
fugee Joard as secondary, nevertheless and especially in
view of the paragraph quoted from the telegram Yo. 146
of ebruary 25th, he cannot make demands or requests
from the Turkish authorities as he would were his ins-
tructlions such that he has to regard the activities on
pehalf of the ~ar Tefugee Doard as & fully Government
matter and not Just a plea for hunmanitarianism, Ambas-
sador Stelnhardt is a huzanitarian but he cannot convert
the Turks to be humanitarlans.

To awa up, 17 we are to deal vith the Turkish Go-
vernment in a way that should be effective and obtain
results quickly the %ar Refugee Board mast be looked
upon as a full-fledged Government Department dolng es-
gential war work, and that any demand and request mede
on its behalf must carry the same weight as if made on
behalf of the State, War and Treasury Departments or
all. TFalling to escqulre such authority for the Board
you may be able in time to accomplish little things here
and there but never a worthwhlle, outstanding pilece of
rescue work on a large scale for which a deplorable heart-
rendins situation cries., In order to obtain action from
the Turks now, we suat be able to deal with them formally
and officially and not on a basis of asking favors or
putting up leas for mercye.




‘ MR & 1948

7o 1 Er. George L. Warren

Froms J. ¥e Peble - )

I should apprecilate it very much

§f the attached telegram weore despatched

y %o our reprosentative in Ankara. ‘

promptl

(Vignes)donrenis o
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TO STEINHARDT FOR HIRSCHMANN FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD
We are endeavoring to escure the temporary assignment ' ‘

to you of a shipping expert presently employed by the War Ship-

N ping Administration and stationed in Cairo. Ve will advise you

as to the results of our negotiations.

Representatives of the War Shipping Administration in
Washington have informed us that the "8,5. Izmir", a former pas=
senger ship now traing between Greeée and Turkey, might poaiibly
be obtained for the purpose of evacﬁation. It is suggested that
you cauvas the potentialities of acquiring this ship dnd advise

UBe

o b7

JHMurphytdh 2/29/44 ' . s
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ADELECRALL SEUT S
PLall
var Refugse Board ' .
larch 1, 1944 .
! AnctBLLLY,
Al Bt ¢
1‘)'"’ Ell’s'b
FOR HIRSGHNLGRN FROE YAR REFUCEE BOARD
Reter your 344 of fehriary 26 greatiy encouraged your
po-e on transportation Jaswlisi rei‘uﬁ;ee children frow - o
Bulgarla to raleetlns via Tagkey. Congratulatione snd
kecp up the good work. Trust this s only the beginning,
.
;
,EEE‘R&&IUS L ' :
* (emv)
i
. o S
A
k-

R I GLUSKG
3/1/44
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February 29, 19ul
]
To: Mr. Warren

From: J. W. Pehle

'

Please transmit the attached cable from
/s
the War Refugee Board to Ambassador Steinhardt and
Hirschmdﬁn. Ankara, Turkey. '

!slsnea)a;g,sahls o
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OABLE KO,STEINHQRDT AND HIRSCHMANN, ANKARA, -TURKEY,
ARD .

Refer your 344 of February 26 greatly encouraged your
7

news on transﬁartation Jevigh refugee children from
Bulgarie to Palestine vis Turkey. Oongratulations and
keep up the good work., Trust this is only the beginning.




Ci=202 Ankara
Thig telegram must DE
parvaphrased before bEing patgd February 26, 1644 ’ ;
commmunicated to anyone . e A
other than a Governmend Rec!d 8:30 perte

* agency, (BR) .

Sgerctary of State,

“oshingtons

344, February 25, 5 HeMe

FGRlTHE “I4R REFUCEE 50ARD PROM ZIASCHMANN e

Since telegraphing you last WE have brolen tEE ‘
boftlensck for the land transportrof szishrrzfugEE
children from Bulgaria to>Palcstiqé via Turkay.

The Turkish authorities have today gilvEn assurances
that Jewish refugee children will dE transmivted throqgh o S ) i
Turkey at the rate of>150 gvery ten days beginning néxt ¥
VIEEK, ) A .

s o STEINHARDT
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and sirecinan |

Sop A8 MLDaBsQior f L
W s B— .
Bevagrisentte Sé, January 25, conecerning Yer ‘efugee
Borod and 180 of Februsry 18, 8 D.i., co;cefhing as;oin%Qﬁ B
R i . . v .
ment dzeelrl attache ireashnann. ’
Jrecinl sutention should be given %o the followding ,_i_
Aotter. . o
fhe Tor Rafuges Soord hirs reeolved that one of the
arolects -hlch should ve nuched -Ath grestest n§e6 ia T
an effort Lo facllitate “the evacuztion of as many refugees/
o8 poscliblie frod oac.pi%ﬂ aresg o Turkeyf
- The Zomrd Teelr thnt the o Uﬁ*‘t,.h‘tie‘ﬁﬁy‘bf*ﬁUtUm:“*‘;"f

cirenely urge"u task is to obtzin from the

sneouryape E.u.e

of wore refugeen, onergtely thni Vovernmnnb should

entry

be re-uested (o) To velsx bovder znd otler ccﬂtrols qnu

take such cother actlon as +ill o c*litute the entrv of tnn

isrgest possible number of refugsss L1 AAuulgﬁrla. Rumanis,

and otiher.agreas adjacent %o thv Blackrﬁéé,"nd (b) To,"

- i 1 . - X
make an snuouncement Ln ag nearly an official enner as -t

is heing done, and ab0va all

DECLA‘é ﬁﬁﬂ)

Stats Dept Letter, 1-11 '12

By I R H. Pnrks Daw__s_Ea.l 8' 1972

poseible inéleating whnt
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Tetoaary TGp T oL el to Ankara.

that entry of refugees invo the country is nernltted,

The Department Geslres ta gupport the avove DIOEYoM
of the Board and you are rocuected ab the earliect possible

Turkioh uovernment vdth view to

moment to spproach the

obtailning their agreenent to the plan hnd imnedlate actlon

on thelr part. In addition to making ‘elear thie uovern—

ment'c ceterainciion to do everything
hone for i
rescue refugees and E R R chovei=le papERonondk full cooperation

AT you deem i1 aﬁvief

«ithin its power %o

ppom the Turkieh dovernment you may,

cble, indleate ‘that (a) The Var Refugee Board As prevared.

asures, finﬁnclal and 0ther'1se,
(v} Lhe

$o0 teke all uossibl@ me

%0 218 the nvacunt101 of refugeer to Turkey;

d ie nrcnqred to renoer full aselaﬁance
n Turkey, ané () If whe Turkish

Zoar in the main-
tonance of refugeee 1

Zovernment takes nhecessary steps to facilitate the entry. i

of o subcbantial nusmber of refugees the uoard 11l mnke
&-
move refugees [rom Turkey ‘%0 othey dlaces.

You may +igh to dlscuss-"

all efforts %o
1f such action becones Gepirable.

specifiecplly the pogelbility of setting up e

Cog

-~ in -mlch refugees en%ering—%he—eeuatry;cauldelixe*gJT‘ 7
Board would, if necessary, nake’ arrangemanta for financlngA’??

ese cmns ana the

the establiahment and malntenance of tn
: . - upport

empe in Turkey .




GEay .. Ui, Cziieny 0B, U Leoes PO Ankara.

)

support of the refugees in them. Thls plsn may faciiitate
the removsl, On & compulsory hasig if nececsary, of ;efu-
gees from Turkey to other places Lf such zetion becomes’ "
desirable in order to permit the eniry of-morerrefﬁgees'47~4
in}p Turkey from occupled QPQQSo“ .
- in connection "iﬁh the foregoling, you are, of course,.
q\are of the fact that the refugees remaining in _ . S
Trangnlstrla are in imminent danger of exterminﬁtlon by 2

$he retrenting Cerman asrmies, ~nd that the evacuation of
¥

these refugees ie a vroblem of the greatest urgency.

aceor&ingly,'you should do everything poesible to aid in

the éevalonment' nd execution of me res to effect the'
T N
eVacuetlon of theee peoplée to Tur”ey. Varioue private

organizatlons are Geeply lnterested in thie problen ahd——
are anxlous %o essist in finaneing and . otneruise earryin&
out the project. Reprdsentatives of at least some or

such organizatlons in Turkey have been reauestedrto get -

in touch at once with ir. hirschmann for tne purpoee -of -

foramulatlng a plan of action. Icu havo previously indica—~ 

uedfthat‘thé*hﬁéié'aifriculuy of eVacuatlon 1e one of

transportation. The pr1Vate organiz“tions 1nterest drzn,

thie project are making all efrorts to secure shins N




p LI wiley Lo, CRrTian 38, L Teiley VO Ankara.

you ghould glve then every assigtance, In additlon,
you chould =dvise us promptly of : ny meusures +hich can
pe taken by the United States uovernment to see that |, «
necessary éhipping, neutral or otherwise, le uvalleble.
.baove all, you should attempt vo seéﬁre the full coopera-
tion of the iurkigh Government 1n tﬁis matber.

Ifforts should, of course, aleo be mnde ae goon as Sy

pogeible to ineresse the flow of refugees [rom Rumania

s

to Turkey. ; S S )
The Department sporeciates that your om gctivities :

regarding this matter mpy be someshal restricted by the

__terms of the Depgrtment -] 10 nebruary 7, 7 Tofo, and

that 1t may be necessary for you %o arrange for Hirschmann:

to take tihe nrincipal ipitiatives, You should use your =

peet Judgment in this regard. You will realize, h0never.r A
that these negotiations are on an entirely dlffereﬂﬁ ;; ii

level than those relative to Turkey's role in the var.i ' i
" and that this Government ie simply &ddr3381"g a humani- L  "a'L?

tarian spoeal to the Turkish Government, ‘a8 0 other I

Bovernments, Father nnaﬁ*a*Téﬁusutgthat—%hey—%ake—eer%ainf f::ff,"

action Tavorable to ue at some sacrifice to -them.

Please report to the Departnent the progge:e th t‘lg
ng. .




v
wfw, - 115, fovaorr U, 1 leiey, O Ankara.
X being mede in this matter, indieating the practical ,
meaeures Lthat +1ill be necegsavry, ‘n;o,‘pui‘., tihe plan in opera- « '
R tion, obstaclee encounbered, and euch action as you
think the Government of the Unlted Stntes shovld tuke Ho - R
‘5
facilitate the opsration. .
)i
] * '
¥
» : 7 : STETTINIUS
: . ACTING
, {am) S
% b*ﬁs_
2
VREIGLVIXG . EMH s U NE

_ ofesleas i (R




OABLE 1O AMBASSADOR SFEIRHARDT, SURXEY

Refer to Oable Ho. 68, Jawuary 25, congerning War Rotvgn Bosrd and
Ho. . of Pelruary , conserbing appointment Bpecial Attache Hirgohmann,

‘Gppotal attention sbould be given to the fallowing master.

@ ¥ar Refuges Board has resolvad that one of the projects whioh ahovld
34 wAth greatest speed is an effort to facilitate the evacuation of

‘fafugees as possidle from cocupied areas to Turkey,

» Board foele that the most feastble way of agcomplishing this

wFgont task is to obiain from the Turkish Governinont effestive

as-t0 endourage the entry of wors refugses, Jonoretely that g

14 be requested (o) To relax horder and other coptrels and take wash uider

4% ns will faellitate the entry of the largest poasidle number of refugess
garis, Rumanda, and other areas adjscant to the Black Ses, and (b)

“an announceasnt in as nearly an official manner as ponsible indicating

¥ s being dons, and shove all, that entry of refugess $alo the sountry
L pareitsted, ¢

.. e Departuent 1s in full accord with the ahove progrem and you are
Aairucted at the earlisst ponsibvle mzent to spproash the Turkieh %overn-
vith a viev %0 ohiaining Sheir agreement 6 the plan. The regves
Pe) ade

Wt for -

1ate sotion on the part of the Tavkieh Jevernnent should Ve spde 40 the 7
engest mamner possidle. In addition to making olear this Ocyernnent’s
jurstnation %o do everythiag within 1Ss power t0 ressus refugess and its
aspeetation of full cocperation from the Furkieh Uovernnent you may, 3f you
deew 44 advigable, indleate that (a) ¥ne War Refuges Board s prapered $o

take all poswible measures, Finanolal and otherwiss, $o afd thy evacuation

of refugess to Turkey; (b) Phe Board 1e prepered o rendsr fall assistance
_ 4n'the uaintenence of refugess in Turkey; and (s) 12 he Zurkiah Giverazent
~fake® neseasary steps %o facilitate the entry of a wubstartial ausder of

rofugess the Board will make all efforts $o uove rofigesy from Turkey to

other plases’i? such action decomos desirable. Yow nay wiah to dlstuss
spsaifically the poasibility of selticg up samps i fusxey in vhich refugees
aatering the country sould lve, The Board wonld, 4f nesegsary, S

srrangedenty for financing the establishmmt and saints
AR4 the aupport of the refugees in them, This plan may faellitate
Fetoval, on a doupulsory basis 1€ nessenary, of vafuxsen from Turki
plmes 17 cuch ashlion besomes Qestrable fi erder to pormiy the
gofugess into Turkey from ccoupled areas.

£ Sn conuastion vith the fovegsing, you afe, of Eourse,
Alat ke refugees rensining in Sransaiestrin are in faninest
oxtermination by the retraating Gerisn arales;, ash Whad the ¢




thoas rafugess 4a & prodlen of the greatest wrgensy, Asonrdingly, you
should 46 ¢ Ming possidie $o add in the developnent and exsoubion of
aearores 4o o7fesy \he svatmation of thede pesple to furkey. Yorlows
private organisaMions are Sesply interested iu Aie prodles asd are
anxions 30 aesish in fisaseing end oteiviss Marrying eub ‘”"“ﬂ:"
Reyresintatives of ad least soms of sweh ummm«m in Turkey hevs Meee
zeienanied fo gob in Aoweh ab onge vith Ne. Nirsehaana for the puspess of
FIAVAE & plan of action. You have provionsly fadicated SEad Ahs huale
LEf1ealey of evatuation de ene of Arensportation. The private sypsnisation
faberested in this Prejoes are a1 afferts % nm: sige aad o

* . asatra or othasrving avalisble, AWSTe 4
{:‘ ‘;h:!ni! F"t"gmg"n sscure the fail t«?ﬂh‘l&n of the Paririeh Severnaent
s natter, ' ’

Bferte shenld, of ooures, alse o nale a3 e4ch se poasidle % :
sncresse (he flov of refagess fros Rumania to Turkey, . )

Ten should report te \he Depariaeat the progress hsb 19 belng wede
1n Whis matter, indloating dhe prastisal mensures that wvill Yo nevdaniry

o tg-r,;%.:n opezaticn, ehstasles anconntered, axd wwed aotish an

you hink the ¥ 4 of tha Ualted Hater shonid teke W faelltste
ke speration, . '
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it ie reuorteé'nere in the papers thet a high govern-
nent official in iurlkey told the .u
“ebruary 17 that Turkey s willing to cooperate with the
Z:iestine Commirslon and »llied @iplomats in assieting
Jewieh refugees ©o leave the Zalkans.
Hmedlate confirmation of Shis repori.

informatlion at once on the precent

acoclsted &

e would

sovernnent on this wmatter.

li‘GSG on

apnreclate
Flegse give us lull

:084tion of the

“ne “or Refuges Coard ie deelrous of making rublic ithe

cooperative sttitude of neutral countrisa on thie motter,

and unlesc you vercelve some objection, we would 1ike to be

in a

It ie extremely important that we be kept currently
informeé of all dGevelovments in Turkey relating to the

_activitles of the Eoard,

_opltion to pwblicize at once the attltude of Turkey.

s have received numercus inquiries

from vrivate agencies concerning the above mentioned press

report and have been awalting advice from you

aceuracy.

TEatvlT i A

2/18/44
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FEB 181944

70y kre Stottinfus

FRoiy  #r. Fehle ,
Attentions Mr. Warren

Attached hersto im a propoged cable from
the War Refugee Board to Ambassader Stoinhardt and
1. Hirsolmen' in Apkara msueshing confirmsbion of
@ press yoport thut Turkey 10 propared to cooperate
in essisting Jewish refnsen “t5 leavo the Balkana.v

I4 will bs appreclated if£ this cable is N
dispatched at onces

(8igned)J b, Penls

Enclosuras

Wuw ' o '. : o ,,
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CABLE TO AMPASSATOR STUINHARDE In AHEARA.

To STUINH-RUT AMD RIRSCHEAN FUOM THE ¥AR R-PUGLE BoARD,

It is reported here in the papers that a high government <
offieiel in Turiay told the Assoeiateé Frass on Fobruary 13 .
that Turkey was willing to cooporste with tho Paloating Commission
and Alllod diplowats in assisting Jewish rofugess to lgave the Bslkana.
Fe would aprreciste imsediate confiruation of this reporte Floage
give ua full information ab once on the prossnt position of the *
Turkish OGcvarmment on this mattors

The #ar Hefuges Boayd 1s desirous of miking public the .
cooperative attitude of neutral countries on this matior, and wnless

\‘

yon parecive same objesticn, we would 1iks to be in a position to

publicise at ancs the attitude of Furkeys . R —
Itlsextmmalyiwmanbmbmboksptmnnymtmd

of all developments in Turkey raleting to the sctivitios of the

Board, W®e have received nwmereus inquiries from private agencies

concorning the shove mentionsd press reporb snd have been anaiting

advice from yon as to its BE0UTracys

; |
W:aw :




February 23, 1944

MEMORANDUM _FOR_THE ¥ ILES: . .

/

disoussing ojher metters with Mr. MoCloy and
Mr. Buhdy of the Wai Department todsy in Mr. MeCloy's
office, I told them of the develepments in the shipping
eltuation and of 3he fact that we had gotten an agree-
ment from the War“Shipping Adminietration to replace, .
if lost, the vessel to be used by the Turke in evacuating
Jews from Constanza. MocCloy and Bundy raised no objectlon ’
t0 this astion and agreed that the shipping situation
should not present substantial diffioulties in view of
the increased amount of shipping now avallable. /

Later the same day I caelled Stettinius and told " .
him of the progreas we had made getting War Shipping's
and Lend Lease's approval to the replacement, 1if losy,

of the Turkish ship proposed to be used in evacuations
from Rumania, and cleared with him my teking up with
the Swedish Minister the possible use of Swedlsh ships
for evacuation purposes.




* February 23, 194¢

In disduee other mattern with Kr. HeCloy and
¥r. Bundy of the War Depsrtment today in Hp. KoCloy's
office, I $0ld them of the developments in the shipping
Oituetion and of the faob that we had gotien un agres=
aent from she ¥Wer Shipping ihistration %0 replage,
if loat, the vessel to Le used by the Turks in ovaousting
Jews fros Uonstanga. HoOloy and Bundy raired no objection
to this action and agreed that tho ahipping esituation
should ne% present substantlial aisffioulties An view of +
the inoraaned asmount of ehipping nov available.

Later tho csme day & oslled 3tettinius and told ’
him of the progress we hed made getuing Wer 2nipping's
and Lend Lease's approval to the replasgencnt, if loss,
of the Turkish ship proposed o Do aded in evaouations
from Rumania, snd olesrad with hism oy teking up with
the Swsdlsh Kinlster the poesitle use of dwedish ahips
for svacusiion purposoac.

{In1
71t131.¢) W p,
J. ¥, Fehle ™

JWPehletlhh £/83/4¢ | . |




Pebruary 23, 1944.

HRMORANDUM

Names of Persons in Istahilul Who Xvacuate
Balkan Refugess — Consorship Intersept

(NI - FIN 9238). (Materisl obtained from
file in Yisa'Divisien, Stats Department)

On Rovemder 9, 1943, 3. Japotinsky wrote a letter to J. Nirelman,
1750 Calle Heredia, Buencs Aires, Argentifa, stating that the writer
had learned that addressee's demand for a visa had besn refused. The
writer statss that *we” are conmilting Aksin® on what s$41) can be
done about it. Addresses's presence Vashington nseded to coordinase
offorts in the cause of Jews in Zurope.

Arieh Rea Elfeser has reached Palestine and has contasted Xlarman,
who has been in Istandul during the past two months. They both beoliave
that the reswmption of "our® sotivities im evasuating people frea hnyoi
(matnly Bulgaria, Rumania, Bungary) is now possidle. "We® gave
Ben Elieser $4,000 for the purpese. Allman is going to Ankara to sseure
politieal dasking for Klarman. Klarman has with him a growp of astive-
people, inoluding Sehiebder (writer thinks Damm knows him). The whole
matter is sericus and stands a good chanse of snsoess.

*This may %o Benjsnin Akgin, who wosks iu the Libravy of Congress and who
1s known s Frieluan and Bariwig. -

B o
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February 21, 194

To: Mr. Bungdy*
From: J. ¥, Pshle

In aecordance withlour convergation
of this morning, there is attached herato a
copy of a cable to Steinhardt” in Ankara. This
cable hes been clesred by us and by the State
Department. Please call me on this as soon as
poseible.
d, W, Pehle

JWPimgt 2/21/uy

Sl




AMERICAN EMBASSY,
ANKARA

For the Ambassador and Hirschmann’

Department's 68, January 25, concerning War Refugee
Board and 120 of February 1z, 8 p.m., concerning appoint~
zent Special Attache Iirschmann.

Special attention should be given to the following
matter., 7 \

The War Refugee Board has regolved that one of the -

projects which should be pushed with greatest speed 1s

an effort to faclilitate the evacuation of as many refugees‘/

as possible from occupied areas %o Turkey:

Phe Board feels that the most feagible way of accom-
plishing this extr‘emely urgent tagk is %o obtain from
the Turkish Governmenf effective measures to encourage
the entry of mora'regugeea. Concretely that government
should be requested (a) To relax border and other controls
and take such othef action as will facilitate 'ahe entry '
of the larges;: pogsible n}xmber of refugees from Bulgar:la‘:
Rumsnia, and other areas adjacent to the Black Sea, and
(v) To make an ennouncement in as nearly an officlal man~-
ner as possible indicating what is being done, and above

all, thet embry of " refugees into the country is permitted.

The Department desires %o ‘gupport the above program

of the Board and you are requested at the esrllest possible-

moment
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moment to approach the Turkish Government with & view

to obtaining their agreement to the plan and immediate

action on their part. In addition to making clear this

Government!s determination to do everything within its . .
power to rescue refugees and its expectation of full

cooperation from the Turkish Government you may, if you *

deenm it advisable, indicate thet (2) The War Refugee
Board is prepared to take all poseible mealsurea, financial
and otherwise, ta aid the evacuation of refugees to
Purkey; (b) The Bosrd is prepared to render full assis-
tance tn the maintenance of refugees in Turkey; and

(¢) If the Tarkish Government takes necessary steps to : !
gacilitate the entry of & substantigl number of refugees

the Board will make all efforts to move refugees frém

Turkey to other placés if such action becomes desirable.

You may wish to diacp.ss specificelly the possibility

of getting up camps in Turkey in which refugees entering

the country could live, The Board,would, if necessary,

meke arrangements for financi:pg the establishment and

maintenance of these camps e@d the support of the refugees S
in them. This plen ma.y facilitate the removal, on & com=

pulgory basis if necessary, of refugees from Turkey to

other places if such action _becomes desirable in order to

permit the entry of more_refugees into Turkey from oocupied T

are&as.

In comnection -
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fn connection with the foregoing, you are, of course,
aware of the fact that the refugees remaining in
Tramsnistria/are in imminent danger of extermination by
the retreating German armieg, and that the evacuation
of theser refugees is & problem of the greatest urgenoy.
Agoordingly, you should do everything possible to aid in !
the development and execution of meesures »to effect the -
evacuation of these people to Turkey.’ Varlious private w
organizations are deeply interested in this problem and
are anxious to asgsist in fiﬁancing and otherwise carry-
ing out the project. Representatives of at least soms /
of such organizations in Turkey have -been requested to 7 ‘
get in touch at once w;th Mr. Hirsphmann for thepmpurpose
of iformulating a plan of action. You have previously
indicated that the basic difficulty of evacuation is one
of transportation. The private organizations interested
in this project are making all efforts-to secure -ghips
and You. should give.them every assistance. In addition,. .
you should advise us promptly of any measures which can s
be taken by the United States Government. to .see: that. ngces=
sary shipping, nemtral or otherwise, is availa';le. Above

all, you should attefpt to secure the full cooperation of

the Turkish Government—in-this mstter,

I

Efforts

-
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Efforts should, of course, also be made as soon &s
possible to increase the flow of refugees from Rumania
to Turkey. ]

The Department appreclates that your own activivies
regarding this matter may be somewhat regtricted by the
terms of the Department's 103, Fe‘nrua}:y 7, 7 p.m., and )
that it may be necessary for you to arrange for Birschménn
to take the principal initiatives. You should use your
best Judgment in this regard. You will realize, however,
that these negotiations are on an entirely different '
level than thoge relative to Turkey's role in the war;
and that this ®vement is simply addressing a humani-
tarian eppeal to .the Turkish Government, as to other
goveraments, rather than a request that they take certain
action favorable to us at some sacrifice to them,

Please report to the Department the progress that is
being mede in this matter, ‘indicating the practical
measures that will be necessary to put the plan in opera-

\ tion, obstacles encountered, and such action as you . -

think the Government' of the United States shouid take to

facilitate the operation. . #._/1




__—_ Bgﬁm y ,
" , ' r’Rﬁl— GOPY
MES-133 stockholm
Tis telegranm must bE
paraphrased vefore being Dated February 19, 1944 .
communisated to anyone . &
by 0 other ¥an 2 Government Pzetd 8:10 p.rle :

ageENnSy BR)

secrehory of State ) ’ L4

vinghington

571. wgbhvuery 19, 8 Dallie ' R o .
FOR iR RIFFUGSE BCARD ' o W

swedish firm AEA Baltic sta%es its agent i?_Rumania
stephen Holozé; whose address is Timisoara and is of szish
birth is unable to legave Rumania with his wife and tWo .
children in spite of swedish Legation's guccess -in obtaié—i
ing Rumanian permission and obtaining alsc Turkish Q;ansgt
visa because they unable to obtain permission for Entr;

palesting or Cyprus

‘

JOHIISON
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This telegram must be
paraphrased before being
communicated to anyone
other than a GoveEmmmental

Ankar'av
Dated February 18, 1944

Rec'd 2:24 a.m., 19th

i

€ BR [ DersRiiERT
agency,  (BR) DEPARTMENT OF STaze~ -
DIVISION OF
secretary of State R

1s 1naa i

Washingt A :

ashington | COMMUN!CAT!ONS ’!

o :ANDTPEC"'?QS.

282, February 18, 11 a.m. B
X

FOR JOHN PEHELE JRECTOR OF WAR REFUG:ZE BOARD(
FROM HIRSCHMANN.

I am gradually getting a plcture of sonle of the
Vpossibilitigs'and of the enormous difficultiecs facing
our work. Although' the Turks express themselves as
?sympafhetic thus far they have been helpful only to
a }imitsd extent, They may be due to some of the cir-
cumstances recited below. In dealing with the Turks
I shall rely entirely on imbassador Steinhardt’ who
enjoys their full confidencek, ; 7 ’

‘\ Bulgarigythrough which almost all refugees

from Europe and the Balkans must pass in bransit

to Turkey or beyond has for quite some time past
: P
been withholding transit visas for those coming = -

from other
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-2- 262, February 138, 11 a.m. from Ankara

from other parts of Zuropk and the Balkans and

witholds exit visas from Jews re'siding in Bulgaria, i * !
In the past fortnight only one Jewish family succezﬁ-r

ed in leaving Bulgaria and reacping Istanbul. -

While I hoped that we would not have to aVail\\
ourselves immediately of the special authority td
deal with the enemy I feel that you in Washington 2
and we here will be compelled to use this 1Eans. /

The satellite countries namegly Hungary, Fumanih
ahd Bulgaria arc-most anxiéus to whitewgsh thEmSElvss:
in the'egyes of the Allies. WE must gxploit this
anxiety at once. WE must bring EVETY PreESSUrE brought

to bear through neutral agencies or any otlier means

at your disposal, as well as by direét contact with
the representative of the above mentioned satEllltEs. .V L
They must be given to understand in no uncertain .
terms that unless they take tmmediate steps which

will facilitate our work the Allies will look upon

them as real enemies who are fully collaborating, - o a2t

with the Nazis in their work of extermination and

that this will be held against thEm when the war

is ovsr-




-3- 282, February 18, 11 a.m. from Ankara

: is oveEre It should be made clear to them that no-
apologies or extenuations will*be accepted, I Ex-
pect to telegraph you more fully about the 3ulgar£an - 7 I
bottle in a few days. | )
I think it would be helpful if you would call
on the Turkish Ambassador in Washington to request
of him that he cable his government the determina-
tion of the United 3tates Government to carry out ,
.its rescut program with all energy and reEsources $’,~

‘and that immediate aid on the part of the Turkish

Goverhment will be highly evaluated,

B

I am informed that in view of the Bulgarian
impasse the Jewish agency officially dealing with 7 : S
transportation of Jewish refugees from the Balkans 1
has extreme difficu}tizs with land route bottle-z 
necked in Bulgaria, They obtained promisg .of =

- v
provisional charter for SS VATAN 3700 tons owned by

Kalkawan Riza' Turkish shipowner who is willing to

_ take her with Turkish to Constanze to bring out.to
Istanbul 800 to 1000 refhigees, mainly childragkfrom
Transnistria” whom Rumanians arzrab_przésnt wiliiﬁg

to release, but who may at any moment be in danger .,
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-4- 282, Pebruary 18, 11 a.m. from inkara

of starvation and death. International ded Cross
promises to procure safe corduct for this ship,
from all belligerent powers.concerned. The Turkish
Government fully controls all private shippingiand
is faced with extreme traensport difficultiéé of 1t;77m
own. It refuses to parmit)owner to enter *into
Charter Agreement because of danger of loss of ship.
even when under safe conduct as has occurred,

To overcome anxiety as to possible loss of i
ship, we strongly urge immediate offer of guariﬁtsg
by the United States to the Turkish Government to
rEglacEvship. Will you cable us authority to offer
this specific guarantee of ship replacement immne-
diately from nearest waters which please designate
in your reply in order to reEopeEn nEgbg&égiéﬁérgﬁﬂgi
this question of Turkish ship. Have reasons tdng;
lieve that this éﬁarantes would offer basis fofiré-
opening question, As an altsrpativs there érz
Swedish ships carrying food from Canada to Greece ' -
under the auspicks, of Swedish Red Cross.. phggzxagﬁr o

number is unknown here. Complete information on

this is availagble only at Stockholm which I suégzstf:

you procureE’;
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-5~ 282, February 18, 11 a.m. from Ankara

you procurt at once. ThFSE Empty Swzdishysﬁips
could possibly proceed f;om Greece to Constanza
and transport some refugees, Turkish officials-
suggest this alternative plan. “g prE{gr first ,
plan as it would save time in a situation which
can disintegrate quickly. Also once this ship }é
allowed the first voyage and accomplisﬁes VOyagi
successfully we can work to continue these trips
to save additional refugees. / )
Pléase also explore at once the possible use
of other neutral ships from Portugal or Spain.
The point is thﬁt %€ nust under all circumstanéEs

get a ship at oncE.. . —

Please advisg.

%

STEINHARDT




"Ambassador Steinhardt and I have sent dEfailEd mESSagE

BE=-220 Ankara’

This telegram must bE

naraphrased before being Dated February 13, 1944
comiunicated to anyonk ’

obhEr than a Governmental Rec'd 1:42 a.m,,20th

azencys (BR)

| UEPARTMEHT OF sms STATE | .
Washington % \DI‘:!LS JON_OF ? -

{ ‘H‘nfhv_lmm'\"iC“J‘

Secretary of State

980, February 18, 8 Dale _ANU RECORDS ‘ S . —

OR LEAVITT OF AVERICAN JEIIISH JOINT DISTRI.;UTION
COM:ITTEE FROII TRA HIRSGHMANNo

Referring to your cable of February 18 rEggPding
boat Lo Evacuate Jewish refugees from Constanza’,l J

nave DEEn working with Barlas’ on this situatione *

to John Pehele War Refugee Board with recommendations
for action on tﬁis and other related matters:

STETINHARDT
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TELUGRAM SENT

Thin {elegeam must Ls Pebruary 16, 1944 ¢
paresnrased bslore relng i A
communicatcd to enrcae 7 p.m. '

other than a Governmental
agency (BR)

o i1Cli BhacsBY,
fiidennia, € = ‘
124 .
X . e v o o J
FOR Ida &, HInIQUDALL FROP LuavILy OF alasd Ghli

J2.isn JoINT DISTRIBUTICN COFMITTEE ]
_UUFE  Plense consult Berlas|, Xetsnbul, regarding
poscibility utilizing hise boat for évaqustiod’Jewsir
from Constenta, Barlas requestéd Nyassa proceed ’ /
Constants but difficulties securing névicerte almost SN
ineuperrble. Please coble aleo whet shippiﬁg facllities
avoilable, posplbilities of evacustion, and sny need of
2dditionel funds. ﬁer Refugee Board very interested

thls metter. UNQUOTE,

v STETTINIUS -
(Acting) . b

¢

VDIGF  2/10/44 : - ‘NEA
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FER 101944

TOs ¥e. Travers

FROM: J. W. Pehle

It will be appreciated if you will have dispatehed the
following cable to Ira Hirschmann, o/o American Bmbassy, Ankara,
Turkey, from M. Leavitt of thé American Jewish Joint Mdstribu~
tion Gommittes, and bill ths American Jowish Joint Distributdion
Committes, Inc., 270 Madison Avenus, New York, N. Y., for the
cost of thie message and any answers theretos

SFleage consult Barlas, Istanbul, rogarding '
possibility atilising his boat for evacuation Jews-
from Gonstanta. Barlas requested Nyassa proceed
Gonatanta but difffeulties saecuring navicerts almnost
insuperable. FPlease cable also what shipping facilities~
available, poasibilities of evacuation, and any need of -
additional) funds, War Refuges Board very interested
this matter, ZIeavitt.®
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TC HIASCHMARY, C/C AKSRICAN EXBASSY, ANKARA, TURKE

Dyease consult Berlas, Istenbul, regarding nossibility

- ~ . ¢
ntilizing hiis voat for evacucstion Jews from Constanta.

Barlas recuested XNyeesa proceed Constanta but difficulties “«

securing nevicerts almost insuperaile. Please cable dlso

vhet shioning fecilities available, (possibilities of
, & ‘).

[
evecusrtion, and any need of adcditional funds. War Refugee

Board very interested this matter. '

LEAVITT . ,
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
FEBRUARY 8, 1944

. A0

Dear Wr. Pehle,

With reference to our conversation of
February 17th, I enclose for your confidential information
a copy of a letter fron Sir R. Campbell to My. Hull,dated
September 9th, 1943, about the position of refugees who
escape from Nazi Europe ihto Turkey and other neutral
Eountries.

The Foreign Office are anxious that in the
interest of the refugees themselves this decision should
be kept secret, and we were only authorised to dlsclose
it in strictest confidence to Mr. Hull end Mr. Myrén
Tayloo. The United Stutes Ambassador at Ankara has also
been informed of the position.

f
In view of London's emphasis on secrecy I am
sure you will realime the importance of treating this
information as strictly‘ponfidential.

Jours since ely,
(signed) W.G. Hayter

W.G. Hayter

Mr. Joh n Pehle,
United States Treasuwry
Weshington, D.C.

. i
DECLASSIFIED
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LETTER FROA THE BRITISH EABABSY TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT

SEPTEMBER 9, 1943.

Wy denr Hull,

I write to let you know th=t His Majesty's Government racently
decided that in future a1l Jews, whether adulis or children, who may
succeed in escaping to Turkey from snemy-controlled territory since
the closing of the Bulgarian—Turkish frontier in Hay last, will be = s
eligivle (after e preliminary security dheck in Turkey) for onward
transport to Palestine, where they will be placed in cemps, g0 through
a further security check and if found satisfactory will be graduslly
released as legel immigrants into Palestine against the current half-
yearly immigration quotas. By " onward transport" is meant such trans-
port by sea or rail as may be arranged by His tejesty's Government in #
cooperation with the appropriate diplomatic mission. “

This policy will also apply to Jews who nmanage to escape to.othér
neutral countries, bub where they have escaped to countries in which % '
they are safe they will normally remcin there. Thus the Jews at present ’
in Msuritius , Cyprus, and Spain would remain there (unless, as is
hoped, arrangements can be made in the case of Spa n to remove them for
the duration of hostilities to Allied territory in North Africa) and
only in very special cases and for very special reasons would authority
be gaven for any onward transport to Palestine. .

The numbers to be admitted under these new proposals will not _
entail any increase in the total number of immigrants permisaible for B

_ the period ending the 31lst March, 1944 .

I have been asked to emphasize the confidential neture of  this = i,
letter, as sderscy is esseytial in the interests of the refugess them- sk
selves and His Majesty's Government intend to meke no public announce-

aent of the policy described aboce. They are, however,rinforming,the '
Jewish Agency for Palestine in confidence of whnt is proposed. : . L :

I am writing a similar letter to Mr. Myron Taylor. o : ‘ 5‘;i

Yours sincerely,

R.I. Campbell

This copy mede
rom the "bible")
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sVACTATYION ARD wBLISF OF REFUGEs: THROUGH YTURKEY,

) turkey appareatly offers an opportunity for concrete action
designed to rescue Jews from the occupied areas and to give re-
lief to those who possibly cannot bo evacuateds

1. It is understood thal at present Turkey is permitting
the entry of & very limited number of refugees from
Lul aria. The imporiant fact is that the door is now

en, however smell tho crack, and an effort should be

maae to take. full adventege of the situation for the
evacuation of refugees from Rymania through Bulgaria to
Turkey. This must be done as quickly as possible since,
as the President has indicated, this road will be com=
pletely blocked in the event thwt Turksy enters the war.’

2. Turkey is the nearest plece of safety to which it is
practicable to offect an evecuation of refugees from ;
Transnistria and other areas adjacent to the Black Seal,

3. Turkey is pos51b1% o base for obtaining some food and
other relief gupplies to be distributed to refugees in
occupied areas. : .

Action de51gned to accomplish the foregoing objectives would
include efforts fto get the Turkish Government:

- {a) To extend ass widely as possible the now limited
facilities for entry from Bulgarisa.

(b) tTo cooperate fully in the execution of a plan for
an evacuatioh from-TPansnistris. Y

(¢) To assist in the establishment of at least temnorary :
camps in Turkey for the care/of evacuees, . ) e

(d) To aid efforts to procure food and other supplles
. for relief of refupgees in oecupled areas, :
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Mr. Irs Hirschmann, a vice-president of Bloomingdale
Brothers end Company, Inc., and a member of the Board of
Higher Educatlon of the City of Rew York, is presently on
his way to Turkey. He is going, @ paran%ly not es a repre-
sentative of any private orpanieation, but as a private citizen
deeply concerned with the problem who feels that something can
be done now to deal with it. In view of Mr. Hirschmann's exper-
ience and his appsrent zesl it may well be that he can be of
great helghto the War Refuges Board in this situation. It may

be noted that, according to Hirschmenn, he is going to Turke{
with the approval if not at the invitafion of Ambassador Stelin-
hardt. .
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