
'"l 

'" -" ,, 
,, 

"--

--= 
~ 

~ 

" ,_ 

i:"::: 

'---< 
~ 

i---::_ 

' u 
"h 

-~ 
:s 
l) 

rl 

., 
' " ' ~ 
~~-~ 

-)~: ~~ 

l_ :i -~ 2.,~ 
~"'--

,f._ 

.. 
\ 

·7::o 

~ 

:::~ 

~ 

= 



--

TO : ll(r • Friedman 

Mr. Marks 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Re: Lend-lease of railroad equipment to Turkey. 

DATE 

April 21, 1944 

At your suggestion I spoke to Mr. J. E. Harris, Jr., Chief of the 
Near East Section of Foreign Economic Adminis'tiration. Although Mr. Harris­

.deals primaril;r with preolusive purchasing in ;the Near East and .!loes not 
claim to be an expert in lend-lease matters, he gave me the following in­
formation. 

He feels that it will be almost impossible to send railroad equip- • 
ment to Turkey for two reasons (a) the lack of such equipment in the 
Mediterranean area (b) there are onl;r two ports in Turkey where delivery 
~ be made and the facilities of these porta are already overtaxed. 

I asked Mr. Harris whether there was not a possibility of shipping 
such equipment to ports further down the coast, as for example in Syria or 
Palestine, and then shipping such equipment overland into Turkey.· I pointed 
out to Mr. Harris that an examination of the figures given in his memorandum 
to Mr. Zarlcy, dated April 12, 1944, makes it clear that Turkey is so 
desperatel;r short of railroad equipment that even two engines together with 
the rolling stock which they can haul would increase the railroad facilities 
from Turkey to Palestine by approximatel;r 10%. 

Mr. Harris was of the view that it might be far easier to ship in­
to TUrkey motor lorries rather than -Pailroad equipment. 

Mr. Harris stated- that Carl Austrian, the Foreign Economic Adminis­
tration 1 s ·preclusive purchasing- expert in Turkey; is expected to arri"'{e in 
Washington within the next ten d~s. He promised to arrange for me to con­
fer with Mr. Austrian upon his arrival here. 

--,~. 



April 21, 1944 

llr. Friedman 

Mr. llarke 

Re: Lend-lease of railroad equipment to Turker. 

At your suggestion I spoke to ldr. J. E. Harris• Jr., Chief of the 

Near East Section of Foreign EconOJii.c Administrati,on. Although llr. Harri.e 

deals priaarily with preolueiYe pqrcbasing in the lear East and doe~_ not 

claim to be an expert in lend-lease matter~ he gaYe me the following· in­

formation. 

He feels that it will be almost impossible to send railroad equiP­

sent to !'urkey for two reasons (a) the lack of such equipment 1D the 

Mediterranean area (b) there are ~ two ports in 'rur'key where delivery 

ma,y be made and the facilities of these porta are already overtaxed. 

1 asked llr. Harris wheiiler there was not a possibility of shipping " 

such equipment to ports further down the coast, as tor example in ~ or 

PalestiDe. and then shipp1Dg such equipment overland into Turkey. 1 poiDtecl 

out to llr. Harris that an examination of the figures given in his memoranda 

to llr. ~lr;y, dated AprU 12, 1944, makes it clear that. Turkey is so 

desperatelT short of railroad equipment that even two engines together with 

the roll!Dg stock which they can haul would increase the railroad facillttes 

from Turkey to Palestine b.1 approxt.ately 10~. 

llr. Harris was of the view that it might be far easier to ship in­

to Turkey motor lorries rather than· railroad equipment. 
/ 

llr. Harris stated that earl Austrien, the foreiga lcollOIIic Adainis- '\ 

tration1 s preclusive purchasing expert in Turkey, is espeoted to arrive ~ 

WashiDgton within the next tan dqe. He prolliaed to arrange for me to c:On- 1 

fer with llr. Austrian upon hie arri"f'al here. 

l!tt!:!llsk 4/21/44 



TO 

FROM 

Mr. Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATIOI\l 

Hr. Hirschmann 

v 

DATE April 21, 1944 

While in Turkey, Ambassador Steinhardt and I were continually 

" 

\ 

importuned by Hr. Reuben Resnik, Representative of ,the Joint Distribution 
'· 

Committee in Ankara, to secure a ship from the British and American pool 

to make regular trips between enemy and safe territory. Before I left, 

....... 

he again stated to Ambassador Steinhardt and me that he thought we had not 

pressed this matter sufficiently. Perhaps we hadn't. I felt that I 

should indicate to you his representation. You may hear further about it 

from the Joint Distribution Committee. 



LONDON 

/ 

Just received desperate message Riegner most urgentlf calling 
/ 

attention gravity position Bulgarian Jews face German occupation STOP 

request most urgent measures secure evacuation greatest possible number 

to Turkey ask urgent firm intervention Turkish government requesting 

unconditional entry visas all BlL4!;ar1an Jews trying cross front STOP 
I 

We seeing our authorities Intergovernmental Committee and trying 

intervention Turkish Ambassador Suggest you see Herbert Emerson Refugee 

Board and Turkish Ambassador. 

J 
Easterman 

The above telegram was dietated over the telephone on April l3, 1944 
to Urs. Sheppe by lliss Cohen, Dr. Goldman 1 s secretary. 



. I 

/ 

LONDON 

April 13, l9/t4 

Dr. Goldman 

Dr. Tartakower 

I 
Following from Rignerz QUOTE From reliable sources plans German 

/ 
government special prOVision for extermination Jews numbering 

800,000 by concentrating them in J zones STOP Plan co111pleted within 

six months STOP Usual. prel.ild.nal7 steps taken namel;y registration 

and yellow badge followed by arrest STOP Deportation places arranged 

similarly as in Poland STOP Suggest Jews be advised seek refuge 

inside and outside Hungary by all conceivable means and warned not to 

make same mistake as Jews in Poland and Netherlands but destroy all 

relevant lists communities, etc. UNQUOTE We taken action here 

secured promise cooperation all possible assistance. You do likewise. 

; 's- ;s; 

Nathan Barou 
I 

Alec Easterman 

Dictated over ·~one by Miss Cohen, secretary to Mr. Goldman, to 
· Mrs. Sheppe on 4/20/ 44• 
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American Embassy, Ankara, 
April 6, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM TO ~ffi. PACKER 

~· 

Mr. Jacob Griffel will be calling upon you regarding 
the attached lists. Mr. Griffel was recommended to us 
trxough the War Refugee Eoard. He represents one of the 
Jewish organizations in Palestine. ~arently, as you 
will note from the attache!, 400 political emergency 
visas appear· to be available for the Rabbin:r.lai leaders 
mentioned therein. You will recall that you saw 
Mr. Griffel while here. It was suggests~ that we take 
the matter up in Istanbul with Mr. Birge. Their suggestion was 
that these 400 refugees would have some priority rights if they 
could be located and that if their names were turned~ver to 
the Turkish~reign Office either through Mr. Maby;or directly, 
they might be asked to give these names preference. We told 
Mr. Griffel that was about all that could be done at the 
present time but that we would try to do that \fhich was sug­
gested above, 

I am sorry I could not clear this any further before 
leaving and should be grateful if you can be helpful in 
the matter. 

I. A, Hirschmann 

IAR:eb 

.· 

.-

I r-
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

TO Mr. Friedman April 5, 1944 

FROM l·!r • Marks 

/ The following is a,summary of certain matters which you may wish to discuss with Mr. Hirschmann: 

' Effect of the recent Balkan developments on the refugee situation in areas adjacent to the Black Sea. 

(a) Since"'!. German invasion of the Balkans, has there been ~v indication of preparations to deport refugees in the Balkans to Poland? 

(b) Since the German invasion of the Balkans, has the flow of refugees into Turkey continued at the rate of nine families a week from-each of the three Balkan satellite countri~s plus 140 children and 10 adults every 10 days? 

Shipping Problema 

(a) Is there any nossibility of having the Bulgarian ship MI~ which has just arrived in Istanbul1 used for more evacuation voyages/ ' particularly from Constanza to Haifa? Did the MILKA sail from Constanza -under auspices of the International Red Cross? Is it advisable to press ~-,-------~ discreetly and unofficially for the use of .);he MARITZA for similar _ l evacuation 1·1ork? (Both the HILKA and the fu.RITZA had previously been declared unseaworthy by the International Red Cross (Ankara No. 8)). 
(b) Is there any possibility of arr~ing for the sale/to the International Red Cross of the Rumanian ships Tn!NSYLVANIA and BESSARABIA if the War Refugee Board were to arrange for payment of part or of the entiye purchase price1 (See first paragraph of page 10 of Ambassador Steinhardt's memorandum dated February 20, 1944). Does ~!r. Hirschmann have any details concerning the tonnage, type, seaworthiness, etc. of these two ships. Does he kn01~ whether the price of 1, 700,000 pounds ~-Sterling proposed in February 1944 by the Rumanian military attache in Ankara to Simond of the International Red Cross is a fair one? 

I ,(c) Is it advisable for l-fr. Schwartz to reopen negotiations vith the Portugese Shipping Company (WRB Ankara No. 16)? 

Cutting of Red tape in the procedure for approv.;.refugees for evacuation to Palestine and other ha~v~e~n~s~--~¢ ______ __ 
~ (a) Would it be possible to save time in the~learance procedure by consolidating steps referred to as Nos. 5 and 6 on page 3 of I 

! 
r 



• • 
Mr. Hirschmann's memorandum dated March 13, 1944. Under the present 

procedure the British passport officer at Istanbul must transmit to 

the British Embassy at Ankara the weekly list of refugees authorized 

to snter Palestine and the Embassy in turn transmits this list to the 

Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Could not valuable time (a week) 

be saved if the British passport officer at Istanbul were authorized 

to submit the approved weekly lists directly to the Turkish Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs? 

(b) Further valuable time (two or three weeks) could be saved 

if the Turkish Government automatically granted Turkish transit visas to 

refugees showing evidence of having been granted entry to Palestine. 

The Turkish objection to this would be primarily on security grounds, 

However, Turkish security would not b~~ered if refugees in transit 

through Turkey were kept under strict~S"-during the period of 

their stay in Turkey, 

~c) Would it be possible to encourage the Turkish authorities 

to permi t~iar refugees to cross Turkish terri tor~ en route to refugee 

havens b7 offering to make available to Turkey on a lend-lease basis 

railway cars and engines earmarked for refugee purposes! 

(d) On page B of Mr. Hirschmann's memorandum there is an in­

dication that even after the Turkish Embassy in Bulgaria had received 

the necessary Turkish transit visa for a particular refugee, it was 

necessary for .Ji11i s refugee to bribe a petty Turkish official in the 

Embassy before~visa could be had, Is this practice commonl If so, 

would it not be advisable to advise the Turkish Government of the United 

States 1 disapproval of such bartering in human lives, 

Mr. Hirschmann's recommendation of a British counterpart 

of the War Refugee Board, 

On page 3 of his Observations, Conclusions and Recommendations, 

Mr. Hirschmann recommends that the British be urged to create_~ ~~ganiza­

tio~el to the War Refugee Board_, 'Whose t!wo representatin~d 

enjoy • lomatic status. It might not be advisable to make SU:ch an o,verall 

recommendation to the British Government at this time, in~~ch as t_h_e~·~~,--­

British Government has already stated publicly that it has an organization 

within the Government empowered to deal adequately with refugee matters. 

It might be desirable, however, to recommend to the British that they appoint 

a special diplomatic repre~ntative in Turkey1 or anywhere else where it may 

be ~ecessaryJWho will spend Yull time working on refugee matters in 

cooperation with the War Refugee Board 1 s representative in that area'; 

Other matters to be considered 

(a) At the topl of page 12 of his memorandum l.fr, llirschmann 



- 3 -

inquires about a certain $300,000 appropriation to cover the expenses of 
transporting 5,000 children from the ~aL~an countries to Palestine, Has 
someone looked into this matter? 

, (b) Mr. Hirschmann recommends that pressure be placed upon the 
Vichy Government to halt further deportations of Jews from France into 
Poland. Has someone worked on the various possible means of applying 
this pressure? 

(c) ~~. Hirschmann is apparently not interested in aiding 
refugees to enter Turkey illegally, ~1e illegal entrance of refugees into 
Turkey could be encouraged if it were discreetly mentioned to selected 
individuals for transmission to enemy territory th101t the refugees \l'hO 
arrived at Istanbul on the MILKA were permitted to land despite the lack 
of proper documents. Would such a step cause mor~~harm than good? (See 
Ankara No. 15). It is highly likely that news of~landing in Turkey of 
refugees on board the MILKA has already filtered through to the appropriate 
per sons in enemy terri tory. · 

(d) It is apparently· anticipated that there will be considerable 
delay before the safe conduct for the TARI can be obtained from the German 
Government. (Ankara No. 9) . Have the methods of applying pressure on 
the German Government been worked out? 

Do you wish me to examine into any of the problems I raised above? 



v 
BRITISH EMBASSY 

\i,'l', 1524/36/44 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

April 5th, 1944. 

Dear t;;r, Pehle: 

With reference to my letter of Karch 2~d on the question 
of the possible divergence of ~reekvrelief ships in order to pick 
up Jewish refugees from Roumaniar we have now had further comments 
on this suggestion from London and 3tockho1.JL. 

The 1;inistry of .!:;coriomic -.:arfare point out that the schedule 
for ·::reek relief has bee~ so ~·recarious that even a small loss of 
tonnage might leave a 'WP in deliveries just vihen this could not be 
afforded, However, they anticipate that the position in this respect 
may soon become easier'as a result of the addition to the ~reek 
relief fleet which we understand has now been sanctioned by the 
:)erlllB.Ils, 'They consider, and this is also confirmed by our Legation 
in 3tock:holm, that it would be unv1ise to make any actual move until 
tile four nev: addi tiona to the ::reek relief fleet have actually left 
the .::::altic, since it might well be that any approach to the ::ermans 
on this question may raise co~plications which might result in holding 
up the ships. Once the ships have left, however, the ; •. inistry of 
;<;conomic >-;arfare feel that it might tl:en be possible to re-open the 
question in an attellipt to work out plans which might make a ship avail­
able for the refugees without undue interference with the :::reek relief 
progrB.ill!'£, though in view of the difficulties which surround this 
propositLn, they-hope that it may in the meanwhile have been found 
possible to secure s!:'ipping for this purpose from other quarters. 

I understand that the United States Legation in Stockholm 
has telegraphed furtLer to the State Jepartruent regarding this question, 
and I should be grateful if you could let rr~ know how the natter now ~ 

stands as far as your Govern;nent is concerned. 

:Nil:' • J, Pehle , 
war Refugee Board, 
288~ Treasury Building, 
;tashington, D • .:;. 

Yours 

"' F. Tb.orold( 



TO: 

Secretary of State, Washington 
/ 

Amembassy, Ankara 

; 
l f -

DATED: 

i'IRB CABLE 16. 

It 1e understood by us that you and 'f1rsohmann have 
J 

been informed by Joseph Schwart?,. Lisbon JDC representative, 
I 

thPt there is a good possibility that a Portuguese vessel 
/ 

may be obtained for the purpose of evacuating refugees from 

Constsnhe. ~le hnvo sl,;o been informed by Schwartz thllt 

Hir1>chmann has advised him to euspend negotiations 1-lith 

the l'ortuguese Shipping Company until the possib1li ties of 

evacuAtion are definitely decided and until the queotion 

of using a Turkish vessel hM been deter.mined, 

~1e assume thRt you "'111 bear in mind the suggestion 

m10de by Sch,.Tartz Pnd thl' t if an occasion ehould .4evelop 

wherein a Portuguese vessel could be used you '"ill inform 

Schwarh and us. 

IW!! (I r ar 
1
, 

HULL 
( GL~l) 

r::-:CL/'. ·-~,: -~~D 
Staie Dept. Lr.tter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date Sfp 1 8 1972 



March JO, · 1944 

•· 1f8J'l'a 

llr. Pellle 
4:45 p.m. 

Will you pleaae haYe dlapatched at once \he attached cable 

f!altlalet\ 1. 1. '· 

-'>. 

oT.BJ'Ibbk ... 3/29/44 

)31-
5_---



We ha.- b .. a 1afo~e4 that Joaoph lohwarts,· IDO •ep••• .. tatlye 

la Llebon has a4Ylae4 you ancl Blreohmana that there le soot 

poeelblllty of obt&lnla, a Partaaaeee lblp tor eyaoaatloa froa 

• Coaatusa. .UcortiDS to SehWarts, BlrnU&u hat a4Ylle4 llla to 

hold up aay a-.ottatlona vith the Portacaese lhlpplag Go.p-., until 

the tttaaUoa of the lutlu "•••1 h eetUe4 eel IYao•Uoa 

poeelbllUlea Mly cletermlnet. We aenae that you rill ll:eep Ia 

mlnl lchvartst "15eetloa and If oaoaaloa arleee for nee of ~~· 

PortQ~Reee eblp that you vlll aa.lee Sehvarts aa4 ouraelYee aocorcllns17. 

THIS IS \'fRB ANKARA CABLE NO,...JL 

n:rabbll: - 3/29/44 

. --------



FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, Washington 

Amembaesy, London 

March :51, 1944 

/ , ' i '.! ~ : - -. 

J (. 

NUMBER: 2516 ~~ONTROl COPY ~ 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD SENDS THE FOLLOWING FOR AMBASSADOR 

WINANT. 

Thare has been received from the Government ot Turkey 

an offer to charter a Turkieh ship to make a single trip · 

for the purpose of carrying a num~er of refugees to H8.1ta 

from Constanza. This offer is t~e result ot an urgent 

attempt to facilitate the evacuation of refugees from 

Rumania and long negotiatione between the Government ot 

Turkey, Ambassador Steinhardt and the War Refugee Board's 

representative in Ankara. The War Refugee Board has 

authorized immediate charter of the vessel. In order to 

obtain the charter the United States Government has 

guaranteed replacement ot the Turkish ship should it be 

lost on the voyage. Negot1atione to obtain sate conduct 

from the apuropriate governments are being carried on at 

the present time. 

It has been indicated by the Turkish Government that 

unless equivalent tonnage is chartered to them by the 

United states Government, the Yessel referred to will make 

only one trip because of the shipping ehortage. 

DEb~ Retugee Board 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . 

By R. H. Parks Date S £ P J 8 1972 

. i 

I 
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The "/ar Refugee Board 1s trying to meet the Turkish 

requiremen~e so that the vessel lnll make more than one 

trip, The War Shipping Administration haa requested 

Kallooh, the Mediterrenenn Regional Director of the War 
"· Shipping Administration, to explore the poaeibility that 

the Italians might be willing to charter to the Government 

of Turkey one of their vessels if arra~gements for carrying 

out the evacuation program can be made. Kallooh, who is 

' ,.,orking through MEDBO, has esked London to request Gibson 

Graham, British representative on MEDBO, to help in this 

endeevor, We request that you communicate as soon as 

possible with the British Ministry of War Transport with 

a view to obtaining Gibson GrahamA·s assistance in this 

matter. 

HULL 
(GLW) 

_·,._ 

'~''I 



! 

JotHiph 

Rea 

March 29, 1944 

Murphy 
~· ,. / 

Report of February 20, 1944, on Refugee Situation in '£urkey 

·hie report containo little that we have not received 
in some form or another in the paste It indicates, as we knew, 
that the Turkish Government hae been quite cooperative in refu­
gee matters. The principle difficulty seems to be the unwill­
ingness of the Axis countries or their satell}tes to release ref­
ugees. l'articulax·ly is thi:; true of Bulgaria, which in April, 
1943 prohibited exit from or transit through that country of Jews 
from Axis Europe. This forcloeed the possibility of land exit 
to lurkey from A.xis ccuntries north •Jf ~ulge.ria. 

ihe reporo also indicates that in 1940, ~hen the 
Falea·~inian quota ..as very small, Bulgarian and numnnian pro­
moters started a "racket" under which space oa unseaworthy ves­
sels 'ae sold at extortionate prices in order to get refugees 
into f'alestine illegally. Arpnrently this practiee, "*hioh was 
fraught with lll!liiY dangers, ceaeed eometime ago, probably be­
cauee of ·~he relaxation of the Palestinian quota. 

JHM~ 3/2,/44 



I 

.Ankura, 
Yuroh 30, 1944 

While ut Istunbul on 1111 last trip on Murch 23 und 24, 

I took ooo~<sion to oheok further on the reports which hb.ve 

been oollling to u.s, supplemented by tbe telegram 1'rom Wash-

1ngton, on the subject of disor1m1nution shown to puid-up 

members of the :<.ioniat Purty in the 1seuanco of o:r.it visc.s 

from tile Balk11n countries und entry permits into Paleetin~. 

"' I found "' un11n1mity of opinion confirming those reportB. 

It seems th~t the aystem works very simply. Th~ r~pra3e~ta-

tive of tho Jewiot ~ency of the Balkan countries iH in all 

instunces "' member of the :4ionist orgunizt..tion, he is 

upp11rently i.uatnlCted to issue the aforesuid psrmi ts und 

vieas us follaNsl 

(u; Veterun Zionists, 

(b) ruembera of the Party, 

( c i it.ose showing a QYmpathetic interest in the 
cuuse of Zionism; and 

(d) Those outside the pale. 

This order was confirmed, in eonfid.ence, by a member of 

the ;Tewish ilganoy who, in reply to my inquiry, said "ob'l"iously 

prefereuce is given to members of the Z1on1nt Furty," 

There is unother point which. is worth not1~51noe tha 

representative of the Jew1oh Agency in the Bal.~n oolmtrie~ 

1s an 1Juportent Zionist and is so chosen for this rea3on~ 

lbose citizens wishing to leave the country who are i;ionists 

have a direct and easy access to tho repre~ontut1ve, while 

outsiders have only un indirect approach. I intend to br1ns 

this mutter, with the information rel«ted Hbovo, to tho 

attention of the War Refugee Board and Mr. Puul Baorwnlk 

when I return to the Uo. 



c: 
(; 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM S~TT I _, ' 

Secretary of State, 'tlashington 

TO: American1 Embassy, Ankara 

DAT.h;D: March 28, 1944 

I'<1JMB~R: 272 
X 

The following is V/ar Refugee Board's no, 8, for 
-1 

Ilirsclunann': 

The information given below which the Board re-

ceivad, may merit investigati.on relative to the situa-

tion generally as well as the particular cas~ concerned: 

Attempts are being made by a father and son with 

name of Frankfto reach Palestinevafter having escaped 

from Slova!J.f/ ~~~gary. Having received Palestine 1 

'•f/11 
immigration certirl~atesvin Hungary, they have all , 

transit visasv required Qxcept Turkish, which they have 

been unable to obtain, 

As you know, projects i volving the rescue or lo-

eating of specific individual refugees are not under­

taken by the Board, but we believe that this case 

may be a typical situation which can be taken up with 

the Government of Turkey. 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State DepL Letter, 1-11-72 

By R H_ Parks Date SEP 18 1972 



fOa a. V.tRM11 

12:20 p.m. 

It wlll be appJ'eeia\ed ll J'01l vlll han the aUaehet 'elecl'aa 

t•• \U w_. lefacee loar4 te Allba .. adol' ftelnhar4\ o4 -. · Kllrsehllaaa 

&a All1twa thpatehe& •• one. 

J.Brt\bk - 3/18/~ 

f7 

--------



OABLE TO AMBASSADOR STEINBARD'f AHD IRA HIBSOIDWI'f, ABIWlA, fUBDY PROM 

WAll REJ'UGD BOARD 

Board haa ••oelYed following information whloh -., marl~ lnYeatlgatloa 

not merely 1ft particular oaee lnYolYe4 but ae to eUuaUon seaerallr.. 

Aooordlng to information a father and aon named .. ankl haYe eaoape& 

froa lloYaltl& to llurlcar7 fro111 where they are tr71nc to reach Paleetlne. 

fhey haYe received ln Hungary Palestine lmmlgrat'ion cerUfloatee and all 

aueaaary tranalt Yhae except 'l!urklah. fhey han baen ueucceeaful ln 

obtalnlng lurkleh tranalt Ylaaa. 

Aa you knov, the Board doee not undertake proJecta lialted to the 

aeek:lnc out and reacue of apeciflc lndblduale, but thla aaae may 

poellbly oouUtute a type aituatlon whloh CaD be taken up vUb hl'ka. 

'DUS IB WRB ANKARA OABLB NO • ...§.__ 

Jlllbbk a J/18/44 

Of5T ~ 



PA.HAPHF..A0E OF T.:-;LEGRJ\11 1lliCEIVED 
J 

American Embassy, Ankara 

TO: Secretary of State, ~ashington 

DA'l'~D: March 28, 1944 

554 
!( - v 

Following is Ankara's 12 for WRi3 :from Hirschmann. 

You are informed that the proposa~s discussed in 

the Department' a cable of March 17, no. 214, reoei ved­

' today concerning ships are dealt with fully in our 

previousPlt~·l~l?'~s refel·ring especially to my P.:J.es.sages 
< v lr,j,i,ll_ 

of Larch 15, as''ll~5 &nd 458. 

It is assumed that the Board is lookine:; for means 

so that it can take advantage of the offer Gf the Turk 

Minister for f!'oreign Affairs to the effect that if the 

'l;urk Hed Crcsaent is donated a vessel by the J.merican 

Government, its operation will be permitted by the 

Government of Turkey under the Turk flag for the pur­

pose of evacuating refugees from Balkan ports for the 

duration of tho war, thereafter the vessel to remain 

the property of the Turk"Red Oresoentl 
STEINHA-RDT' 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 8 1972 



MAR 27 1944 

My ctea~ Actmirn.l Land: 

Thank )ou v*ry much for the ree.l 
asni8tance •11hich you have p-iven to the 'ia.r 
Hefugee Board in conn"'rtion \~ith the many 
shL)nilg ')roblems ~"hich it has encountered. 
As you know, shipping is one of the most 
urgent matters with '"hich the Board must deftl 
in its efforts to save the lives of innocent 
:•eot•le. Your speedy and ,.,holehearted cooper­
ation in aiding our efforts to obtain ships 
for the evac\mtion of rP-fugees to Turkey, and 
your heln gen~rally in these matters, has given 
us hones of success in our endeavors. 

I also sincerely appreciate your 
making available to the Board the valua.ble ,., 
asBistance o(;Lt. Commander Arthur ~1. Becker, 
Nr. Hyron Black and othtHs of your staff. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 
~)lt.~lr. 

Secretary of the Treasury 

/ 
Hoporable Emory S. Land, 
War ShipPing Administrator, 
liashington 25, D. 0. 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Date 

TO Mr. Pehle 
March 23, 1944 

FROM Mr. Friedman 

I believe that Secretary Morgenthau should call Admiral Land on 

the telephone along the lines indicated in the attached note. We are 

currently clearing through War Shipping the question of getting a 
I 

guarantee for the SS TARI in place of the guarantee we gave in the 
I 

case of SS VATAN. While Becker thinks that Land will not balk at 

this transaction, he does feel that the effects of the Stettinius 

call are beginning to wear off and that Land may pos&ibly be 

becoming a little shaky. In this case a call from the Secretary 

would do a great deal to restore the situation. I think this call 

should be made as soon as possible. 



_(: 

1, Secretary Morgenthau greatly a~preciates the whole-hearted 

cooperation which Admiral Land has been ~iving to the War Refugee Board 

in trying to obtain ships to evacuate refugees to Turkey, Since 

shipping is one of the principal problems that faces the War Refu€&8 

Board, the importance of Admiral La4d 1s assistance cannot be over­

estimated, Admiral Land's staff and particularly Lt. Com. Becker have 

been extremely helpful in working out the details of particular 

transactions. 

2, Admiral Land, of course, realizes the great importance of 

effecting immediate evacuation of refugees from Rumania in view of 

recent military developments in that area, As the Admiral knows, we 

have been dealing back and forth with the Turks for boats and in this 

kind of negotiation there have necessarily been proposals and counter­

proposals. The Secretary is sorry that we have had to come back severel 

times to L~~d on this problem but it has been inevitable in the nature 

of things. We have now been informed that the Turks have placed a 

boat at O\~ disposal. Since this ship is different from the SS V~AN 

whose replacement was guaranteed by the War Shipping, it will be 

necessary to trouble Land to renew the guarantee in the case of the new 

boat, The Secretary will greatly appreciate Land1s cooperation in this 

matter since, of course, time is of the essence. 

. l 



Clear John: 

4lll-~,! 
W.R. B_ ____ , 

·n~nmu•u ........ J]/0JL !lullwriilj 
~"lis . 

WASHINGTOIIIJD . .C...-----/ 
' No. Ans. Req. _v . 

li.arch 23rc'fniili/"'h._-.. 
Oat~~.-~-- .. ~ .. . 

Followi~g our recent talk, I referred back to London the 
quest~on of t~e possibility of diverting one of the }reek"relief 
ships· to pick up Jewish refugees' in :;onstanza·: I have not yet had 
~Y definite reply on this, except for a telegram informing me 
that the matter is receiving urgent consideration, but I think I 
should warn you that a telegram from Stockholm to London, ~ which 
has been repeated here, shows that t!:e opinion of the Swedish" 1iinist~ 
of ?oreL:;n :cffairs and also of the American and :Sri tish Legations, is 
very defiLitely opposed to the proposition. I understand that the 
U • .:>. J,·:inister has telegraphed to the State :Jepartment to this effect, 
and you are no dou:;t already in possession of his views on the matter. 

I will let you know further as soon as I have any definite 
news from London. 

"'• F. Thorold: 

1lr. J, Pehle, 
uar Refugee.· Board, .. 'freasury i.lepartmen t, 
Washington, .J.C. 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAi .. SENT 

SECJ-mTAl\Y OF STATE, WASHINGTON 

TO: AL:~;!;'BASSY~ ANKARA 

/ -"-j' '­
j 

DATED: 

Nill.JBEH: 

1:ARCH D..7, 1944 
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X CONTROl COPY .--· 

l''ollowing is War Refugee Board's cable no. 5 to Ankara 

for Hirschmann'sJ attention. 

Your cable of March 3, referred to here-

with, 

0 

We gre~tly ap~reciate the splendid cooperation Ambassador 

Steinhardt has given you, Also we appreciate your suggestions 

for action, your reports and the steps being taken by you and 

the Ambassador. We willkeep you currently inforned of our 

progress in following up the points made by you. 

1. Negotiations are being continued by us with the 

Government of Sweden in an attempt to obtain its agreement to 

make vessels for this project available. The immediate pros­

pects in this connection are not encouraging abut you will be 

informed of the developments as they take place. 

We still believe that all possible steps should be take~ 

to obtain Turkish vesseli. Tentative consideration is being 

given to a plan whereby the United States Government would make 

a vessel available to the Government of Turkey at once if, in 

your opinion, the Government of Turkey would immediately make 

available an equal amount of tonnage for the purposen of 

evacuating refugees in accordance with the program which the 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R H. Parks Date SEP 18 1972 
Board 
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Board has formulated. It is requested that you inform us 

whether such an offer from this Government would, in your 

opinion, make a Turkish vessel for refugee work available 

quickly. As soon as we receive from you a positive indication 
1t 

that such an arrangement as suggested above would be of sub-

stantial help, we will take this natter up with'the appropri-

ate authorities. Your reply will be awaited before approach-

ing the War Shipping Administration or other appropriate 

government age11cies. We request your urgent advice. 

2. If arrangements which are satisfactory to you and 

Amba,ssador Steinhardt can be nade, the necessary funds will 
., 

be forthcoming to buy the Turkish vessel SS NECAT for about 

$400 1000, it being understood that the vessel will be donated 

to the Turkish' Red Crescent. The Arr.ericnrl Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee has indicated an interest in furnish-

ing the purchase price of the ship if it appears reasonably 

certain that the vessel will be able to transport from Rumania 

to Palestin~ the 5,000 Jewish childred as indicated in your 

reference cable. The JDC has inouired whether they will have 

to bear the additional expenses involved in transporting the 

children, such as wages, cost of fuel, et cetera. We concur 

with your suggestion that it would be most desirable to try 

to obtain the Turkish Government's congent to continue the 

ship in operation for the purpose of transporting additional 

refugees after the 5;000 children have bean transported.as 

planned. 

It is 

l . 



-3-

It is further suggested by us that you get in touch with 

kr. rtesnick~ representative in Turkey for J .D.C., in connection 

with this project. 

HULL 



• 
---------;,,_~?~ 

·~· 

Ur • Oeorce L. Warrea 

1 ahou14 Appreoia-. it 11 tbe 

aUacbed cable t.o Aabaendor SteiDhanlt 

tGr ov repre ... ~u .. , ~r. Hlreo~, 
ure traaemit~ed at onoe. 

(11 .... )l.I.PaeLt 

.. 



'I'bh iD WHb Cable to Ankara No. _ __..__, Pleaee refer to 

your No. 80 of Uaroh ), 1944. 

te very mYch appreciate the excellent and active cooperation 

which Ambassador Dteinhardt hae found it poaalblo to give you. we are 

likewise moet appreciative of the oteps which he and you are taking ae 

tiell aa your full reports and euggeat1ona for action. <·e are actively 

foll~in& up the points made by you and will keep you promptly and our• 

ren~ly advi9ed ot our progress. 

1. As previously indicated, we are continuing our nogotiationa 

with reprP.IP9n'litit1vea of the ~iwedillh GoveMl!'lr.nt iu e.n effort. to oecure 

its agreement to eupflY ships for this work. Up to no~, however, our 

im,-nttdiate proep0C:ts are not enccure.ging. i.e will adviee you 'Jf any 

further d&Velopmonta in '..bh picture. 

'f.e a1.1ll fuel it Jlloet oeuirnblo to take all 11't.0po possible to 

eeoure .i.'urii.isi.t .. hip6. ;.·~ th~;~ pr.:.eent "o have unrter taaative (repeat 

tena:Uve) cQnt~idoral.l<>H a plan 'oy whioh thh ;;;overr.mem would make a 

ship available t" tho :·urkisli Govarlll!l<tnt at once, provided in y9ur opinioD 

the lurkish ~overr~n~ would be willin~ immediately to make available an 

equal amount of tonnage tot• the evacuation ot ratugooo in aooor4ano;~ with the 

l\oard 'll progl'lllll. Pleaue advise uo v.-hethor yc.u feel that li!UCh an offer on 

the part o£ ~hie Government would result in ~uioklf making availa)le a 

'l'urkhh ehip for refugee work. lt we noeive a atl'ollg in_dica~ioll <trorn yo\& 

tltat. nuoh lUI I.U'I·angement ;.ould 11-o a eubotantial htlp, we will immediatelJ 

take tho .11:ai.ter up with t.he apprOilri&.tCI aut.horitiea of this Goveri\'IIIGAt. 



~ 

,_ 
;, ..,. 
-.tr ' .. 

oi f ~ 

'le have not (repeat DOt) yet ~eke the l.'llat'ter up with the 'liu t\hlpptng 

Admillietn.tJ.on or other appropriate apnoioe of tho Oovel'lll!leDt &lid 

will ••U 10\U' replJ belort~ doing ••· Pleue ailiee urgeatlJ 

oan llo made far u,e j.llrt19lso of t.ho "S.;i.NtCATn, at a coot of SHJI'Oxi11'4t&lf 

... 00 1000 1 th<3 Vt!luuol <o bG clouated to the ':'urkish iiAil Greoce11t to become 

its proporty, til~ naeo11aar;r funds will be forthootniD;>o 1l1e A!llerican 

that the boat will be able to CoRi;pleto the tl'fll'lar.ortaUon of the SOOO , 

• the purchase price o/ this ship on co~tdition t.hat it llppear reasonably oleuo 

Jniah rotugoo children from RW~l~Uli.a to PaJ.eaune ae indioate4 111 yo~ 
oable uncier reference. •i10 J.IJ.c., h~wover, wishes t.o kno• whether it 91111 

have to p&f tho neoeaeary additional e~ponaoo, ouoh as those tor ~agaa, 
tue1, et oetoa-a, which way ba iovolYo4 in t.rane!Xlrting thsae oh11dren. 

·, o all agree with yoiU" vi ow that. :1. t. wuuld be illOa't. dea1rablo to preoa ihe 

l'urkish r,ed Cruooent. ~o conUnu01 t.he Vt.taeel in oparat.tou ·o.o IUJ.n';t t.lo!41• 
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DiiTLD: 

NU~H3i . .RI 

American ~mbaasy, Ankara 

:~ea:retary of Bte.te, Washington 

March 15, 1944 

466 
J( 

v' 

.. 
lo'ROl1 HlH;:iCHHANN r'OH 'l'H!c >•T1'.i:.:NTION Ob i'UiLL: 

This morning Ambassador Steinhardt. a.nd the l<'orel.gn 

Minister held a personal conference and as a reslll.t the 

latter definitely oomn1tted the Turk Government to ms.k111g 

available to the Ambassador as a personal courtesy a 'l'u.r.l!. 

passenger vessel 1vith a oapaoity for oa:r:ry1ng 1500 people, 

to make a single trip as soon as possible, to and from 

Constanza to evacuate refugees of Je ... :ish nationality. 

l have been informed by the Ambassador that the Foreign 

~!1nister gave the neoeasary instructions in his presence . 
to the Minister of Commun1eations by telephone. As they 

are both cargo vessels, it would appear from the M1n1star 1 a 

promise ot a passenger vessel that neither the VA'l'Ali nor 

the NECAT will be used. Val~able time will be saved by 

placing a passenger 1nsttad of a cargo vessel at our 

disposal no refitting of a oargo vessel for passenger 

service 1n this area would involve inordinate delay in 

view or shortage of material and labor available for that 

purpose .• DECLAS8TFIED 
State Depf. LN;:c>:-. 1-11-72 

By R H. Lr~<s 8 , tc· j_f_t 1 R 1972 The lllllbaose.dor 
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The JunbtHH:ador was informed oy Numa.n \hat as the 

vessel being placed at his disposal waa one of the very 

fe1>1 snba available to t.'la 'l'u.rk Government for its vital 

oommeroes it co~ld not oontin~e to evacuate refugeen from 

Balkan pol'ts after the trip 1n queslilon WlleAs the United 

--te. tes Government made available to the Turk Government 

a. sl.\batitute vessel by the time of termination of the 

initial trip. It was categorically stat~d by n1m thet 

if the United ~>tates Government 1>~0Uld make a ship avall"" 

able on a loan bas1a to the Turk Government oy the time the 

initial trip is completed, he wol.\ld put it 1n operation to 

ov.rry Turk oommeroe after placing the 'l'l.\rk tle.~ on the 

vesHel so loaned. 

By ·this means he would be permitting the vessel 

assigned to us for the initial trip to make further 

trips to Balkan ports to evaol.\ate rafl.\gees, out that 

failing, a substitute vessel only as 1n the voyace to 

and from Constanza oould be permitted. Beoause or the 

denperste situe.tion in whiol1 the Tllrk Government finds 

itself for laok of ships, he added that no &mowlt oi' 

money could be accepted in lieu of a substitute vessel and 

that if we desired the ship about to be made available to 

us to make repeated trips 1t would ba ncqessary, as soon 

as possible, to pl'ov1de a sl.\bst1tute vessel. Numan 

l'eferred 
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referred to the fe.c t tha.t even a a ingle vo;vage to and 

from Oonstanza represented a genuine saor1t1oe on the 

part of the Turk Government. If the representatives of 

the International Red Croae enoo~tered new d1ft1cultieR 

1n r~5ard to Q0\81n1ns safe oonduot ror lhe vessel, the 

Foreign Mininter t>greed, at the conclusion of the1r talk, 

to intervene with the German Ambassador in Ankara. 

'l'he fo.rego1ng in forma t1on has, been eommun1oa ted to 

1i.mond, of lihe lnternat1onal Had Uroas who 1s at once 

taking up the matter of safe cunduot for the vessel with 

the belligerents. 

Barlae' of the Jet~ish agenoy has also been informed 

b;v me or the 1mperat1ve necessity of having the refugees 

available at the poPt of Oonetllh&a on the ur1val of the 

vessel so that there may be no Qn4ue delay. 

lnoQmbent upon ue is the burden to continue this 

Turk vessel 1n regular operation for the evacuation or 

refugees by the prompt loan to the Turk Government of an 

American vessel in substitution therefor, as we have now 

ree.ohed a point at wh1oh the Turk Government has g1verl" 

evidence of ita willingness to coopel'o.te by placing one 

of the vary few vessels available to it at our disposal 

for- .the- :til!Bt tnp. Aftel' 'Mle t1ret f.jr1p has -a ... ct~tn-~------~----­

oomplet&d b;v a Turk vessel it will be (*) it not impossible 

•o persuade the Turk Government thnt the United St~tes 

Gove~a.ent with 1te large merobant fleet and oonetruot1on 

ot over 



,_ 

- ~~ -
oi' ovur l 1 5JO,OJJ ·0on:- ~Jet' month il' uot in 2 :)Oultion 

to 'H'ovld~ one ves:.·el of 6 1 00\J to 7 1 0-Jl) ton;.: to evacuate 

rofu;,c:e· ~.;hich it dec:ir·~<' to I'eeou.e. ... hr-ve no do1.10t thnt 

:.1oasible f'oP au .<\meric.wn ven:el to orocaed to ~onste.nu1. 

J·tif·ft,ctory exnlruwtion to the 1\u•k il-overnmfmt .,,hy an 

hmel'ioan vet:,sel unaole to •Jl'Ooe<.•d to Conr:tEmza :-1ilou.ld not 

be olt?-oed ~·t the d.iFJr)osal of tne 'l'urkish Government while 

its V·:.!f.eel undertakez the rc-gule.r and o'ontimted eve.cuLtion 

of the refu;aee~ would for this reason oa difficult. 

(•~) Apparent ommiesion. 

DOR: MJ\ :Jl lo;A 
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DATED: 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
J American Embassy, Ankara 

secretary of State, Washington 

March 15, 1944 

458 
X 

/ " 

Reference is made herein to my onblea of March 3, 

no. 380 and 456, dated March 15. 

Reference vae made in mJ-oonvereation this morning 

with the Minister for Foreign Affaire to my previous 

convereat1on with the Minister of Communications concerning 

the poss1bi1ity of the purchase b7 the War Refugee Board 

' of the SS NEClf at a coat of approximately $400,000, the 

veReel to be donated to the Turkish' Red Crescent f.IDd to 

become its property after completing the transportation to 

Palestine) of 6,000 Jewish rotugee ohlldre~ from Rumania 

under aueplces of the International Red Crose. In reply 

Numan stated that the Minister of Communications had di~~ 

cueoed the subJect wlth him end that ea the Turkish Govern­

ment had now agreed to make a peaeenger vessel available 

to me at once, to withdraw a second vessel from the ver~ 

few shlps at the d1epoeal or the Turkish Government would 

be 1mpoes1ble. Ruman; added that there was some question 

a e to whether the Red Crescent could 
---------------------------------

0( a vessel under the oondltlone suggested by me.' Inquir,r 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

••. ,cJt_li~~ 

By R. H. Parks Date---.S.Ee. 18 1972' 
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waa then mnde by me as to whether he could devise a 

means wnereb7 the Red Crescent could operate a vessel 

under the Turkish flag for the continuous evacuation 

from Balkan porto of Jewiah refugees. Later in the d&J 
~ the Foreign M1n1ste~ telephoned me and eeld that he bad 

obtn1ned tht consent of the Oouno11 or M1n1stera to 

r.roposing that the American G.overm~ent donate a veseei 

to the Turk1eb Red Crescent which would undertake to 

operate it und~the Turkish flag to~ the purpose ot 

evacuating refugees from Balkan ports during the coot~ 

uanee of the war, the vessel the~eatter to remain the 

propert7 of the Red Crescent. 

Hirschmann end I recommend that the foregoing 

proposal be accepted and in considering this proposal 

the War Refugee Board ma7 w1sh to bear 1n mind the present 

exho~1tant co9t per oapito of evaouating refugees either 

by rail or eea · trom the B.aU:ehl:. .c~e coat ot evacuating 
.-; y: 

s few thousand refugees,- at toe existing rates, from the 

Bal.kane to Turkey or PdeeUne by see would probably be 

as much es the value of the 8b1p on ~1oh theJ were 

carried wh1oh would olearlJ 3uatif7 1ts donation. 

The Department's 1nstruot1ons 1n th1e matter will 

be appreciated. 

GTEINBAJU)\' • 

I 
I . 



March 13. 1944 

Dea.r Morrill: 

The attached cable from 

Hirschmann is for your confidential 

information. 

Very truly yours, 

/sf~ 
J. w. Pehle 

Acting Executive Director 

Mr. Morris Ernst: 
285 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 

Enclosure 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTE!It OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATllMarch 9, 1944 

TO l.iessrs. ?ehle, ;.JuPois, and Friedman 

FROM: J • H. :·urphy 

I called Lt. Commander Becker on the problems we discussed 

in your office this afternoon. 

1. Viith respect to the necessary cleaeances in trans­
ferrint; a ship to the Turks in return for which they would 
make an equivalent amount of tonnage available for refugee 
work, Becker said that he saw no legal reason why this would 
have to be cleared through the Joint or Combined Chiefs of 
Staff, so long as we confine our negotiations to just any 
ship, and not a special one. However, he called my attention 
to the me!llorandu.rn which he had given you on the matter of 
ship procurement and pointed out that, by a specific exchange 
of letters between Admiral Land and the President, it was im­
possible to transfer any ship without clearance from the ~'ihi te 
House. Knowing the situation in the W'hi te House you will 
appreciate how this could become a matter for the Chiefs of 
Staff. 

Becker was of the opinion that we should discuss the 
r~tter w~th Lend ~ease before cabling Hirschmann, on the theory 
that Lend Lease could tell us whether it would be possible at 
all. aecker said the recent press comments on the change of 
attitude toward J.'urkey may well h2.ve al tared the situation from 
what it -w.s when we first approached Lend Lease on the "VATAN". 
I told him your views wi t:1 respect to discussing the matter prior 
to cabling Hirschmann, and read him the cable to Hirschmann· He 
suggested the inclusion of a clause to the effect that this mat­
ter has not yet been discussed with WSA, and I have inserted it 
in the cable. 

Becker felt that the best approach on this matter, 
tentatively, was, on the basis of our reply from Hirsch1nann, to 
approach Lend Lease and get their approval. Then we might raise 
the matter w~th him for the purpose of getting a statement to the 
effect that Admiral Land had no objections. At this point we 
might appr;Jach--the '\'iliite Houser.-· 
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In this c:mnection Becker advised me very confidentially 
that WSA had 4 or 5 old "tubs" which it was trying to sell and that 
these might be available for our purposes, if and when. At this 
point he ~anted to check with the General Counsel of WSA to be sure 
tha~ these "tubs" had not already been spoken for and ti1at it would 
be all right to indicate that they were available. I suggested 
that we leave the matter on ari entirely unofficial basis at this 
time. Accordingly he will regard it as such and not mention it to 
anyone. 

2. I also told Becker that anything he could do to help us on pro­
curing Swedish ships, particularly by approaching the British 
i.iinistry of War Transport, would be very much appreciated. He 
said he would be glad to do so but would like to have someone 
from our office call on hDn Monday and he will arrange a confer­
ence at which one of us could sit in. 

Both Admiral Land and Corrmander Becker will be out of town 
ovsr the weekend. 

cc1 DuBois, Friedman 

I 
i 

J 

l 
i 

_,t 
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Uaroh 9, 1944 

• Meaerao Pehle1 DuPoia 1 and FriedmaJl 

I J o Ho MIU'Phf 

1 oalled Lt. Commander Beoker' on the problems we dieouaeei 
in Jour oftioe thie atternooa. 

1. With roapeot to the neoeesary olearantes ia ttant• 
ferring a ebip to. the Turks in return to~ whioh they would 
IIIGke an eqliivaleni amount of tormase aftilable tor refuge• 
work 1 Beaker .aid that ho aaw no le~l reason why this would 
haTe to be cleared tbrou~ the Jo~t or Oombined Ohiefe ot 
Staff, ao lona aa we oontine our negotiation• to, juet any 
ebip1 and not a epeoial oae. HoweTer, be oalled' my attention 
to the memorandum wbioh he bad a1Ten you on the matter of 
ship proouremeat an4 pointed o~ tbat 1 by a apeoitio oahanae 
ot letters between AdDliral Land tU14 the Pree14ent~ ito _. lrl­
~oeaible to ~ranater any ship without olearanoe from the White 
Hou••• Knowing the situation in tbe White Houae you will 
appreciate how this could beoome a matter tor the Chiefs of 
Staff. 

Beeker ~~· of tho opinion tha~ we ehould diaouae the 
matter with Lend Lease before cabling Hireohmaaat on the theory 
that : Lend Lease oould tell us whether it would 'be poaeible at 
all. aeoker said tho reoent press oommea\a on the •hans• of 
attitude toward Turko{ ma1 well have altered the aituatloa fromv 
what it •• when we t rat approao)le4 Load l.e&te on "h• "VA'l'AH"• 
I tol4 him your Tiewa with reepeo\ to diaoueaiDg the mat"er1ptior 
to cabling HiraOhmumt and read him the mle to HlntU.SW He 
euaeatecl the illolueion of e. olauee to the ef'teot that tble mat• 
ter has not yet been dieousaed with WSA~ and 1 have ineerted it 
ill the oable. 

Beeker felt that tbe beet approeeh on this mattart 
tentatively, wae,on the baaie of our reply from Hireohman9 to 
approaoh Lend Lease aad sot their appi'OTale Then WI migb\ raise 
the lll&tter with hill for the purpose of goUlDs a statement to the 
efteot that Admiral Land had no ebjeotions. At this point we 
might approaoh the White Houee. 
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In this OJnneotion Booker advised me very confidentially 
tb&t WBA had 4 or ; old "tubs" which it was trying to sell and tha'\ 
theae might be a.-ilable for our purpoaee, if and when. At thia 
point he wanted to check with the General Counael of WI& to be aura 
that these "tuba" had not already been spoken for and that it would 
be all right to indicate that they were anUable. I augpatecl 
that we leave the matter on an entirely unofficial baeia at thia 
time. Accordingly he will regard it as auoh ani not mention it to 
anyone. 

2. I also told Becker that anything he could clo to help ue on pro• 
curing Swadiah'shipa, particularly by approaobiDg the British' 
Ministry of War Transport, would be nry llllloh appreoided. He 
said he would be glad to do eo but would like to have someone 
from our office call on him Yoniay and he will arraasa a oontor• 
ence at which one of us could sit in. 

Both Admiral Land and Commander Beeker will be out of to1111 

over the weekend. 

----·--·~-

~· 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Date 

TO Mr. Pehle March 9, 191!4 

FROM Mr. Friedman 

/ 
When you see Mr. Thor~d of the British Embassy I assume you will 

broach the matter of diverting relief ships to the evacuation program. 
./_ 

We will then be in a position to see whether we wish to go to Lsn~ 

Lease for pressure on the British or other help. If this possibility 

appears hopeless we may then ask our Minister in Sweden to explore the 

possibility of having the Swedish Government use other Swedish ships now 

in the Baltic for this purpose. I believe we should probably not enter 

into this second negotiation until we have made up our minds about the 

first. 



FROM: 

TO: 

B\ RAPHRASE OF TELEGRAl.' SENT 

illCHETAHY OF STATE, WASHINGTON 

Alr:EJ,LBASSY, ANKARA¥ 
(' 

1 l \. 
BATED: March 9, 1944 

180 Nl.JA:BEH: 
X 

War Refugee Board sends the following for Hirschmann, 
./ We have requested Myron Black, the field director of 

/ 
1\'ar Shipping Administration's Foreign Service Division, wijo 

is now in Cairo, to proceed immediately to Ankara to survey 

with you the entire shipping' situation. Although Jl.r. Black 

can remain in Turkey'only a few weeks, he will arrange to 

have someone detailed permanently to Ankara from the Cairo 

office if it is deemed necessary. 

Please inform us at once of any and all developments 

regarding shipping problems, This problem if a most important 

one and it is hoped that we can solve it ~~il!h the assistance 

o.f the 'IVar Shipping Administration which has. been most helpful. 

STETTINIUS 

DECLASSIFIED "~ 
State Dept. Letter, l·ll·12 · 

By R. H. Parks Dnte_5EP_l 8 1972 

. , I 
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TO I Mr. We.rr~n 

~'ROM& :Mr. Pehle 

!Larch 3, 1944 
,3:3o;.~-

It will be appreciated if you have the 
attached cable from the Wo.r Ref'ug•e Board to 
Ambassador Steinhardt and Hirschmann in Ankara 
dispatched immediately. 

Attachment. 

~Oisleor 
31&'44 



CAB L E -----
THIS IS 1'IRB CABLE ANKARA NO. 2 

)( 

TO HIRSCHMANN FROH THE WAR h.EFUGEE BOARD. 

The War Shipping Aroninistration has requested 
W~ron Black, who is field director of their Foreign 
Service Division, to proceed immediately from Cairo 
to Ankara to survey with ~ou the entire shipping 
situation. Mr. Black wil.L be unable to remain in 
Turkey for more than a few weeks but if necessary 
will then arrange to have someone assigned permanently 
from the Cairo office to Ankara. 

Please keep in close touch with us on all 
developments on the shipping problem. The War Shipping 
Administration has been m.ost cooperative and with theiri 
help we hope to be able to solve this most important 
problema · 



FROM: 
TO: 
UA.TED: 
1'fUlCn!ml 

P.ARA.PmASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVE.D 

American Legation, Stockholm 
Secretary ot State, Washington 
March?, 1944 
'1M 

!he Leg1U.on has been iDforaed 'b7 \he J'ore1p m1n11t17 

that the War Rafugoe Board reoenU7 approached tblt Bwedhh 

Government on two oooaalona relative to Swedian aaeietanoe 1u 

roscm.1ng Jew1eh ob1l~en !r011 8outheaeten Jm-ope. 'fho boarcl1 e 

repreeentattn 1n ADkaJ'a R&de the t1rat app!'oaoh to the Swedish 

IUnhter tllera and thie wa11 followed up by an approach to the 

Swe41eh ltlnieter 1n laah1ngton by Jlr, Pehle. the bcar4 1 11 d~rG<stor. 

On both ocoallione it waa vgont~ requeeted bJ the board that 

poraisaion be given for one ot the Gre~ relief ahipe which 

oa.ll at Salonilra to proceed to Oonetona nnd take on board, from 

aisht hun4red to one thouaan4 Jowlab. children for transporta--

tion to htanbul. It waa UD4eretood that the 'lurk GoveJ'mlllnt 

111 willing tD penalt tranelt thl'aqh ful'kl7. preiiW'Iabl7 an route 

to Paleot1ne &114 the 1nten111on no to mab an urgent approach 

to Gel'llallj ~1811, ll\m&nlan, Gn4 Jlu.D&arl&n Goven~~~ente to 

allow the children to lene 1f the anlpping question could be 

agreed upon ln priooiple. 

'fhe cbalf111m of the Swedbh Sb.lppiD& OORDittee wae conll\llted' 

bJ Jlr" f)qberc of thO Jorelp Klnlatry aDd the obalnan rearked 

that Greek relief ahlpe are not f1\te4. tor acoOIIB04.at1on of 

l)&ete'Qgere. Ill' -berc roll••• that th1a obJection 87 be 

minor 1n the oli'O'GIIataDoee. lne\racUone have c1nn to 

the 8we41ah Lq&Uon 1n WuhlDc'oa to BUgeat that the matter 

be ta.hn up with other .AIDBrlo&a an4 Br1U.ah &&eaolea oonoorned 

b7 the War Be.fape Boar4. 

i~thau\ \&ktac into aoGOQJlt the taot that Ge~ oonaent 

etlll b laold.Dc tor tbne d41UoM1 ve .. ele h entel' Greek 

re11e:f \raffle ln o:r4el' to traaaport 1Doreatee pente4 ruoentl7 

(aee rq telesraa of JartU:r7 28, 1944; 'lo. 291), orclbaa17 4e~ 

11Ye1'1ee troa OUAIJ' to Oruoe baTe tallea 'behln4. It 11 felt 

bT the he41ah l'orelp Mlu1tti'J' ado b7 the klUah t...-uou tbiit 

anJ o:traneoue 4elq m the ehlpplq aoheaule for GrHk relief JII!Uit 

have ••:rlou ADd 4eplol'able oft-'t ad thle J.eptt.ou agreee. 

Johneon 
) • .lbnhaolleoa, Bemateln, OQb;. M~Uwll.••• 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Dnte-S.£E. 1 8 1972 
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MAR 29 l94r 

Dear ~x. Leavitt: 

The following message for you from Dr. Schwartz 
wns received from Lisbon under date of Y.arch 7/ 1 '1944: 

''Your March 20, 5 p.m. Ira Hirschmann advises 
lurkish vessel has now been promised for Balkllll 
evacuation therefore suggests we take no steps 
connection Portuguese steamer until number of 
refUgees available for embarkation Conetanza 
determined. Resnik informs us TUrkish vessel for one 
trip Constanza to Haifa 1'.1.11 involve cost approx­
imately $2501 000 for 800 children and urges you pro­
vide funds War Refugee Board this purpose. Under­
stand Hirschmann concurs this suggestion. Please 
discuss immediatel¥ with Pehle and advise." 

;/ 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, 
,Secretary 1 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

270 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 

Flhlab 3/29/44 

Very truly yours, 

tlltlllel) I .11. Mli 

J. w. Pehle 
&xecutive Director 

f:; 



CONTRLL COPY 

I'O - -~06 
T'ti S tEl E rr::t:~t ::'JUSt bE 
p2r:::phr:::s~d bEforE bEin~ 
cc::r::mnic.",tEd to nnyonE 
ethEr thnn ::t GovErn-nEnt 
:.[EllC~'• ( 2 t) 

SEcrEt~ry of StntE 

·,:::.shinc;ton 

1 
918, ; _c.rch 27, 6 p .·-.1. 

~ntEd ~nrch 27, 1944 

''"-' .. ' .. --. 

;-'cllc•::in,::; .. :ESSC\~E is for ·;::..r .,EfU[EE Bonrd for 

' trc.ns::lissicn to iccsEs LE::.vitt, JoiAt Distribution 

J 
11 Ycur r.;::-,rch 20, 5 p .::1. Irn IIirschucmn ndvisEs 

Turl:ish vEsSEl h:ts no\'! bEEn )ro:nisEd for :Snlknn 

EVncunticn thErEforE sug[Ests wE tnkE no stE~s connEction 

PortucuEsE stE::..~Er until nu~iliEr of rEfU[EES nvnilnblE for . 
E':11Jnrlc::tirn Constnnzu dEtEY:<inEd. ;Esnik inforras us 

Turkish vEssEl for cnE trip Const:1nzn to Enifc. will 

involvE cost ~pproxi~ntEly 0250,000 for 800 childrEn 

nnd urgEs ::.rou ::;rcvidE funds '1/o.r ~(Ef'ueEE Bonrd this 

purposE. un,lErstund Hirschmann concurs this succ_Estion. 

PlE~!SE discuss i::uEdi::::.tEly with PEhlE nnd ndvisE 11
• 

_SignEd Sclm::..rtz. 

Ei.iB 

( 

j 

HO.Il!EB 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM R~EIWD 

fROM: Amer1can1Embaaey, Ankara 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED: March 4, 1944 

NUMBER1 ~8 x 
- . .j 

FOLLOWING FOR PEHLE FROM HIRSCHMAN. 

Then arrlved today 1n Istanbul the first group of 

Jewish oh1ldren1 trom Bulgaria and on Monday they leave tor 

Aleppo by train tor 3eruealem. 

Bulgarian and Geetapo offiCials and bureaucratic delaye 
. J help up oertltlaatee of release for these children for 8 

month~. It is our belief that this constitutes the begin­

ning of a fairly continuous movement ot children provided 

new obstacles do not interfere. We were assured today by ¥ 

Turkish authorities that they have tseued instructions tor 

140 children with 10 adul te to paee from Rumania thl'ough 

Turkey in two Sl'Oupe ot 76 eaoh every 10 days until turthel' 

notice. j 

In the laet 10 dqa nt.nety l'efugee~ came trom Bulgaria 

via Istanbul to Paleetlne in addition to the abOve. Further-

more, aeventr•tour refUgees came to ltmir trom oreeoe. 

The stoppage ln refugee movement through Turkey Wh1oh had 

existed s1noe the first Q.f Janual'y has been ovel'oome. We 

al'e 

DECLASSIFIED . . 
State Dept. Letter, 1-ll-72 . _1971.. ' _ 

By R. H. Parks :i:late "$EV-) 8 ._: , : ... ·.·· .• -
, . - :- - -' --- -~.-_: _- ,:·,--;.:~ ~- -
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movement. We are hopeful of obtaining steadily increasing 

results with the War Refugee Board's continuing unoompro­

mie1ng support of our daily efforts. Moreover, a solution 

1n Turkey of a more difficult and complex situation than 

oan possibly be understood in Washington oould serve as a 

formula for other parts of the world where a1m1lar human­

itarian efforts are being made by the Board, 

This morning Ambassador Steinhardt was notified by the 

Foreign Office that the immediate charter of the SS VATMi 
I ' for a single voyage from Oonetanza was approved in principle 

by the Foreign Office and that e.t·"the ear11eat poseible 

moment the matter would be submitted with a favorable 

recommendation to the Council of Ministers (the equivalent 

of our cabinet) without the approval of wh1oh no vessel 

may be chartered. 

The Ambassador wee further informed by the Foreign 

Office that they had taken this action as a personal 

courtesy to h1m subJect to the understanding that if the 

vessel is desired tor additional tripe it will be necessary 

for the Ambasesdor to discuss with the Foreign Office reim­

bursement for the financial loss resulting from the 

Turkish Government's continued saorifioe of one of the 

very few ships which it has available for carrying 1te 

products. 

·- _/" 
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It ie estimated by ue ~hat on each trip the BB VATAN 

should be able to carry a maximum of eight-hundred and e 

minimum or six-hundre,d refugees.. As yet we have received 

no information oonoe~ng ohangee which may have to be 

made in the vessel to aocomodate passengers since it is 

a freighter. A substantial agreement has been reaohe~ 

'"ith. the owner as regards the ch~rter pr1oe. However, 

there will be the matter of obtaining from the Russian 

and Ge~nan Governments eafe conduct for the vessel and 
I . 

atte1npte to obtain this through Geneva ·are being made by 

the International' Red Crose representative here. Informa­

tion regarding the progress of thls watt0r will be sent 

to you. 

STEINHARDT 



Executive Office of the 1-.esident 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

'. ~ .. 

_Mr. Abrahamson 
__ Mrs. B. King 

Miss Alexander 
__ Miss Lough I in 

-__ Mrs. Cohn -Mr. Lesser 

__ Mr. DuBois 
.--Mr. Luxford 

__ Mr. Friedman 
__.Mr. Mann 

__ Miss Hodel 
__.Mr. Marks 

.---. M.r • McCormack 
_LMr. Stewart 

.--Mr. Murphy 
Mrs, Taylor 

__ Mr. Parke 
__.Mrs• Towler 

_Mr. Pollak 
__.Mr• White 

___.Mr. Smith 



W. R. 8, ____ _ 

WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION. Filing Authority 
To: Files 

;~r. John-,,, Pthle 
ActL~g Executive Director 
Wa.r Refugee BoEcrd 
!'iashir11,;tcn 25, D. C. 

DeEr John: 

WASHINGTON 

March 2, 1944 

Ans. -----+-...... -
No. Ans. 
Initial~~¥~~ 
Dater--lq...t...:t:.l-~~;....-_.-, 

Att&cheu nereto is a reply frorr. Admirc.l Lund to you.•· letter 
of :,:,..rcn 2, together with h copy of the cable sent to Myron BlacK, 
sho is ex;>ected to Lrrive in Culro on ti:.e 3d for h stay of three 

ac.ys. 

Blac'<c should be c.ble to leave for Ankara by about the 
5th or 6th anci I presUllie get thert. v.i thin a day or two. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

.Arthur M. Becker' 
Lt. Comdr., USNR 

Assistant General Counsel 



WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. John w. Pehle 
Acting Executive Director 
Yiar Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

MAR 2- 1944 

This is in reply to your letter of March 2, 1944. 

Mr. ~Ton Black, who is Field Director, Foreign Service 
Division of the Yiar Shipping Admifl:i,.stration, is at present in Cairo. 
I thought it woulci be best for us to ask Mr. Blc:.ck to proceed to 
Ankara to survey. the situation and to advise Mr. Hirschmann" as to 
the shipping problems involved. Should this problem extend more 
than a few weeks, Mr. Black will be unable to remain in Turkey, but· 
in that event, I have asked him to arrange for someone to be 
assigned from the Cairo office. 

I er..close hererith a co:,1y of the cable I have transmitted 
to Mr. Black. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

E. S. Land 
Administrator 



I 

March 2, 1944 

To Myr·:·n Blc.c:k, WSJ,, o/o Ret;ionW. Office, Ct.i!'o, Lgypt 

R. J:I'LR1'1'lCI'. 192 TO RJIH ;;:;o;:, .'.iR RUlJGU~ BOr.RD uRGFllTLY Hi i{EI'.J) OF 

SHIPPING UPYRT '£0 ulVISE HIRSGHl;\ANN, l'rS Hil'PJ!SENT;.TLVE IN ;:NKIIPJ., 

T· 0 PROECTS NO' IN VU.ih (l) TURKISH <fOVF'lliMI!NT ~M.Y MAKE 88 VATAN 

I<VAll.J..BL~ FOR THIS TRi.NSPORT. TION, p;SJ, HLS ALfl..EHI:£ 'AJ<OE COMlH'I\IfllT 

TO P..E?UCE VJ,T.IIN J..S LEllD LEiSE TR/u'lS.~>CTDN u· VF.SSEL IS :-tH>E AVAILABU 

i.iW LOST, (2) IT \;; Y Blc !'OSSIBLE 1'0 SJ:.CURE NEUTRJ,L SW!;Dio:!l TONN.;,GE 

fOR TI:IS PURPOSL 

IT H.Ul 1\L~'{J Br .. i: t; ~::JGGESTH) 10 HIRSCHMANN T.tt.:r ill 1.TTFXJ'T TO SECURE , 

or;;: R TUfl!:ISH SHIP.!. PLEASE COOPERJ.'U \\l'I'H HIM LND 7\AKE ANY 

SIJGGES'IIONS YiJTJ ·rHINK OESlR;BLr. 01Rt.GTL'i TO RIM, KEEPING THIS OFFICE 

i<OV;SED. PLhSI ?:\~GE:ED r·. H'lK,,P;.. JJhJ .nOVISL lllRSCillU:NN, IF APPARF:NT 

lBAT B.I.UPPI:ii.i .k])'l!CF. i;I~ Bf. NEEDED fOF PROTR.hCTiD PERIOO, PL¥J.SE _ 

AHRA~;GL :11'!1 R:JBI~·lSON TO SE~u SOMEONE FROM HIS Ol'FlCE ·:ro Rl:PLJ,C£ YOU, 

THIS CABLE ,IS SENT AT SUGG<1STIONCF McPHERSON. 

AMBecker/mab 

. cca llr. Pehle / 
Mr. Becker 

Signed: E. S. Land 

LAND 
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March 2, 1944. 

p~ ~ ~ From Hirschmann to Pehle. pr· Your prompt ac,tion ~o my telegrams Nos. 
bas been most encou.raging and grati.fying. You have done a 
fine job and I am proud to be your representative here. 

Your telegram No. 146 of February 25th, 7 p.m. is com­
prehensive anu to the point as to the Board's proeram, but 
unfortunately there is a fly in the ointment in that tele­
gram. I cannot from this end guess whether this paradox 
emanates from you or another Department. The fact is that 
the telegram contains the following paragraph: "It is of 
course appreciated by the Department that your own activi­
ties regardin~,; this matter may be somewhat restricted by 
the terms of the Department's telegram to you of February 
7, 7 p.m., No. 103, and that you may have to arrange for 
the principal initiatives to be taken by Hirschmann. In 
this regard you should of course use your best judgment. 
It will be realized by you, the Department appreciates, 
that these negotiations are on a level entirely different 
than those relative to Turkey's role in the war, and ·that 
the Government of the United states is simply addressing 
to the Government of Turkey, as to other governments, a 
humanitarian appeal, rather than a request that they take 
certain action favorable to us atl some sacrifice, to them,;. 
selves." · 

I trust that you will appreciate that notwithstanding 
the fact that t have been invested with diplomatic status, 
the only person empowered to negotiate with the Turkish 
Prime Minister or the Turkish !.>inister of Foreign Affairs, 
or with the British Ambassador on the subject of war re- ' 
fugae work, is A::nbassador Steinhardt. 

Now, when the •·:ar Refugee :aoard was formed and com­
posed o:f the Secretaries o.f State, Vlar and Treasury, I 
was c::mvinced that this was strictly a u.s. Government De­
partc:ent that can speak on behalf of the Government and 
make demnnds and.requests on its behalf from other Govern­
menta, through the accredited Ambassador, provided of 
co·.trse tl1at such de::~ands and requests are both reasonable 
and feasible. But the paragl'aph from your telegram No. 
146 of FebruEry 25th, quoted above, leads ;ne to believe 
(and it is so specii'ic that 1 t cannot be otnerwise imer~­
preted) that our efforts are to be confined to an appeal 
to the humanitarian :feelings of the Turks. In the three 
weeks that I have spent_.here I have had time to convince 
myself that Unless we can approach the Turkish Governrtlent 
in the same manner employed to obtain concessions from lt 
as is used for other u.s. Gover~~ent matters or in con­
nection with these matters, our chances of success are 
less than slir,ht. 

• -~~-1 ___ _____:.~.--...__ - - -- -- - . 

~· ,.o,; 

t 
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Ambassador Steinhardt has been completely cooper­
ative and has thrJ\'ffi himself into this work wholeheart­
e.dly and I have n::~ doubt that he ·.;ill continue to give 
us hi~ complete help and support. Ilut I appreciate 
that r.e is the u.s. Ambassador to Turkey antl as such 
has manifold duties and problems related to hi[h diplo­
!!lll.CY and poll tical IJ'..atters. ',';bile Ambassador Stein­
hardt does in no way consider the work for the \'.'ar Re­
fur;ee .3onrd as secondar:·, nevertheless and especially in 
view or the parnfraph quoted fror:l the teleeram no. 146 
of : eb~·uory 25th, he cann:Jt :ual{e demands or requests 
from the Turkish authorities as he would were his ins­
tructiong such that he r~s to re[ard the activities on 
behalf :J<' the ·ar :-:efureo Dourd as a fully Government 
mntter anci not just a plea for hu!:lanltarianlsm. Ambas­
sador ~telnhardt is a hU2anitarlan but he cannot convert 
the Turks to oe humani tarlans. 

To su1.1 up, if ,,.e nre to deal '"'1 th the Turkish Go­
vernment in a \'if'.Y that should be effective and obtain 
results quickly the V.ar Refugee Board must be looked 
upon as a full-fledged Government Department doing es­
sential war work, and tl:at any derr.and and request made 
on its behalf must carry the same weight as if made on 
behalf of the State, \'.'ar and Treasury Departments or 
all. T-"niling to acquire such authority for the Board 
you may be able in time to accomplish little things here 
and there but never a worthwhile, outstanding: piece of 
rescue work on a larr:e scale for which a deplorable heart­
rendln,- "i tuation cries. In order to obtain action from 
the l'urks now, we amst be able to deal wl th them for!lllllly 
and off!.cially anci. not on a basis of asking favors or 
puttinr up leas for mercy. 



To 1 Ur. George L. ~anen 

Fro•• J. 'II. Pehle 

I should appreci~te it Tei'J much 

if the attached telegraa ... re deepatche4 
~ 

promptly to our representative in Ankara. 
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TO STXINHARDT FOR HIRSCHJWIN J'ROII WAR REJ'UGEE BOARD 

We are endeavoring to eeoure the temporary assignment 

to you of a shipping expert presently employed by the War Ship• 

ping Administration and stationed in Cairo. We will a4Yise you 

as to the results of our negotiations. 

Representatives of the War Shipping Administration in 

Washington have informed us that the·"s.s. hmir", a former pas• 

sanger ship now traing between Greece and Turkey, might poeaibly 

be obtained for the purpoee of evacuation. It is suggested that 
I 

you canvas the potentialities of acquiring this ship and advise 

us. 

J,fr-rr' !1!> r- M-
JBJlurph~ ~/:9/44 



~-., ) 
'l't:I:.EGRA.:.; SOJT 

rJnrch 1, 1944 

lG'-, ~iPst 
~·c~ HlW\JJr.; ,:rm ~'JKL •·'A'{ -q:.:;{•'UGEC: BOARD 

Hc.!'e1' your 344 O'" leb:na,ry 26 greatly encourl'lgeo. your 

nn··.•s on tr&.nsportat lon Ja•d. -;h refuflle chil'lren from 

Bulg!ll'ia to hdesti"le 'lria T;;z-ltey. Congratulations and 

keep U!) the cood •-..a·rk. 'fl'U!-'t this is only the beginning. 

t·'illi: GL••: KG 
3/1/44 

' -- -~ _l __ ~-
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February 29, 1944 

To: Mr. warren 

From: J. w. Pehle 

Please transmit the attached cable from ' 
/ 

the Wa~ Refugee Board to Ambaee~or Steinhardt and 
! Hirschmann, Ankara, Turkey. 

- ----- -----------------------~----------~ 
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OABLE TO STEINHARDT AND HIRSOHMANN, ANKARA, .TURKEY, 
FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 
Refer your 3~~ of February 26 greatly encouraged your 

~ / 

news on transportation Jewish refugee ohildr~n from 

Bulgaria to Palestine via Turkey. Oongratulations and 

keep up the good work. Trust this is only the beginning • 

. _ .. 
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CH-202 
Ankara 

This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
co;·1nunicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErto:nEnt 
ac;Ency. (BR) 

DatEd FEbruary 26, lS4~ 

REC ld 8:30 Pol!!t 

ilHi, .,. l.i ;x .. , ~ 
fJ.' ur ... -•' 

F---:- :.'' 
·.vc..shington. l :! ; ,f, tfi '-·: 1 • ,:'• , : · ~ :J::, 

--~~·~~!_E~E~9~-~~~--J 
34~, FEbruary 26, 5 ~.m. 

X 

FO~ THE . JAR i'tEZUGEE '30l\.1'1D FR01;1 EI;1SCHM.ANN 

SincE tElEgraphing ;l'ou last w~ havE brol{En thE 

i)ottlEnEC~{ for thE land transport of JEwish- rEfu~;EE 

childrEn from Bulgaria to FalEs tin~ via Turl\:Ey. 

ThE Turkish autho~itiEs havE today givEn·assurancEs 

that JEwish rEfugEE childrEn will bE trans•:li·ctEcl. tl:'>..ro~~h 

Tur!~EY at thE ratE of 150 EVEry tEn days b•Eginning nExt 

STEINHARDT 

-."'-

·•. 
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oopcerninz ::<nyoint-
~~' 

r:c r: t 

:H'O ~ect8 ··hich dwuJ.c, be _:Jur:l;eii ···i th gt•e,,_ te::.t s:peeo i~ 
I 

en eff'oY't to f8.Cllit£,te 't;te evacu:,,tion of as r.:any refut:ees"' 

plish.!.r."': thil" e:rtrer.:ely ureent tusk is to obtr,in fro~J tlle 

entry of t:tore ;-ei'ueeen. ConcqJtely 'Gh.'!t ;:;overn.r:wnt should. 
f"f:/ f•' ... . "-~ 

take such other Cl.cr;ion as •-<ill i'c·cc~lite.te the entry of the 

lt-.rge:>t ·possible number of refut~iHH\ !'r-oo. 0u].g.s._r1a, Rumqn~ 

and. o1;11er a:reas ,~djacent to the 3lac1{ J~a, ·,1.nd (b) To " 

make a11 announcement ln as ne'arly ~ of'i'i·cio.l m~mne~ us 

,!?OSSiblc intacatint; t·"il;.it is bein~ done, >:no. a:JOVe ::.11, 
1:hi>t. 

DECLASS'!i1'iiiD . 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11,72 

ByR. H.P~ks Dati.-S.Ei,lR 

} 
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_, , to Ankara. 

that entry o:f refugees into ti·H;l r.ountry is :>el'f,iitteo .• 

The i)ep~w·tment 6.es1res to r.upport the ·a.·OJove l)rogro.m 
·-

of the Board ant'i. you D.re req_ueetec, at the earlieet possible 

r,•oment to approach 'Ghe 'l'urkioh G-overnment •·>i th t:. vie•-• to 

obtaining their agreeoont to tile pl~n and imrJecU.ate action 
{';;-, 

on their pnrt. ln uddltion to mc$ing clear this Govern-

oent I 0 c.ete:r-.ninc.tiOn tO dO everythine; vi thin 1 ts pO•·oei' to 
hone for 

rescue refugees and. 1ts:;~~"'¢mlooi'oe full coopex•ation 

i'rom the 'i:urlcirh Qovernr.mnt you mn:y, if you Ci.eem it al'i.vis-

t:.ble, indicate th'l.t {a) Tna l'ur Refugee Board ~s preparco. 

to t11Jte all possible measures, f1n~.nc1fl.l and -othe:r"·•ifle. 

' to o.1o. the evaou£J.tion· of refugeec to Turltey; (b) '.1.'he 

- ------;o~;d is pr~pare(1-t~-re--;•.ler rhn assistance 1n th_-e------:ma------:1;;---nc:-------__:+--------~__: 
tona.noe of refugees in Turkey; .<>.nd {c) If the Tux'k.iob 

~overnment tNtes necessary ete?G to facilitate the entry 

of a suboto.ntial nWilber of refugees thE" Boa.rd ~·111 oake 

all efforts to move refugees from i'urkey to other places 

if such action becones desirable. You m~ •-dsh to o.1scuss 

speo1f1oallY tile possibiHty of sett~ng up ee.mps 

I· 

hoard , . .auld, if necessary,. make arrangements for 

the establishment an~ maintenance of these c~rie and support 



• 

support of the r-efugees in them. 'l'hie pl:;.n ~.J.Y facilitate 

the remov&l, on <c compulsory br~ais if nece~::aal'Y> of refu-' . 
g-ees from Turkey to other places 11' such &ction becomes· 

desirable in order to permit the entry 

into 'i'urltey from occuoieci. areas.l1 
~ -
f In connectl.on ·-•ith the 1'orego1ne;, 

of -more refugees-----' 

you are, of course• 

ai:>are of the faot th:J.t the refugees remaining in 

'i'ra.nsnist:ria s.re in imminent dHnge:r of extermination by ). 

the retre:1tinc l}ero;--,n armies, ·~n('. th:;:,t the evacuation of 

these refugees 1;- a )'ll'Oblem of the treat£ist Ul'gency. 

:~ccord.ingly, you shoulti do everything poesible to o.id in 
I 

,.. 

the development ·~nd execution o~f~:~~~~s~t~o~e~f~f~e~c~t~t~h~e~--------~--~--------------

evacuation of Variouro private 

organizations are dee-ply interested in this problem a.nd -­

are anxious to assist in financing and othert·•il'e carryint; 

out the project. nepresent~>.tives of at l~o.st some ot_ 

such organizations in 'l'urkey h!tVe been re<!uested to get 

in touch at once •·•ith i.r. Hirschmann for the purpose of 

formulat~ng a plan or action. 

transportation. 

th1e project are m~~ing al~ 



' 
. , •..• , ',·o Ankara • 

you e;hould give them every :;.ssietn.nce. In adui tion, 

you 6hould 2Jivise us promptly of .s.ny med!t\res ,.hioh can 

be t".lcen l1y the United 3tates Government to see th:1t 

necesen.ry r;hi:pping, neutral or othel"Piee, is available._ 

.• bove all, you shoulcl attempt to oec'ure the full coo·.)era-t.'i·-

tion of the 'J.urk11lh Government in this matter. 

Zfforts should, of course, aleo be ilk?.de as soon as 

l,)Ossible to increase the flo,.• of refugees from Humania 

to Turltey. 

... 

The Department apnreciates th:;-.t your o'"'n uctivi ties 

regarding tjli~;; matter may be eome•-.J:le.t restricted by the 

_ t(:)_!DiS of the Department 1 s 103, ~'ebl".lary 7, 'l p.m., 1.lld 
-------------:-:----:----:------'--c-------i----~ -----r--

that it may be necesllery ror you to arrange ;t'or }!irachmann 

to take tile principal initiatives. You shou_l,, us~ ~our_ 

beet judgment in this regard. You t·•ill realize, ho•-•ever, 

that these negotiations a.'re on 8J\ enti:t•ely different 
' 

level than those relative to ·:ruz·key's rol.e in the 1--ari 

and tht>,t this Government i.e. simply addressing a humun1-

to the Turkish Government, 

action favorable to ue at some sacrifice to them. 

Please report to the Departiaent the progress tha,t 
' being 

-~ 



being lll!'.de in th1.s me.tter. 1ncliC:lt1nt-; the prt>.Ctic.s.l 

i:"teasuree tt~!lt ,.•:1.11 be necees::TY.. l;o put the plan in opere\-

tion, obstacles e11countered, l',nd ~uch action as you 

th1rJt the Government of ·the Uni teo. Jte.te e- sboult. -t~;Jre ·to--

facil1 tate the opOl'r-.tion. 
1' 

~·'RD :&L,·':KG EH 
_J,/_22/44 

STr:.'l''I'INIUS 
ii.CT:i:NG 

(Gil'.') 

l 

u_ l'E::t. 
-:t< 

~,.-
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htn to Oable Jfo. 61, larsv.arr 25, oonoeU~.lDC VIIS' bfwrH lou4 "d 

lo. . .. of felnaQ- , ooae8l'ill~ appolataet Bpeolal Attaohe ilirooblwul. 

l.t~Lal attetlon thoula be """ to the followlq •"•· 

"*" lefqee lou4 h&e "'IOl'f'~ ,., oDe of the preJeoh wht.A eho'Ol4 

::·~lli~af::,:"''"'' IIJIIe4 la an effort to fe.oU.Uatt the _..natloa ot 
•• po11lble h'o• oocnsple4 areat tb ~. 

~oatf. feet. ~t the llioet teBoalblt wq ~f aooi)IIJ)llthbc tllh 

,,..,-......... talk la to obtatia h'a the tuJctth GoY~\ otfto\t.'f't 

. . . the en\17 ot •or• retup••· oo.-e,tel)' that ,........., 

re.p.te\14 a) fo t'elax l!arbl' and other oo.trol• al\4 talte ..... o\UJ' 

wlll faellttate the e\q of the lU'Ctat po•allllt ma,._r ef l'ffua"• 
, ..... ~U'IJa. and other areae ·~aoe!l\ to the »laolc a... &114 ro) 

UlltOUIO .. Itll\ la ae aeat'l)' aa oftlolal J!WUter ae po11t.ble f.dloaUec 
do11e1 aa4 abo'f'e all, that entrT of re~••• lato the oa.atr)' 

l•~!iil~iUII.a. 

Jtte hpl.l'\1ant lt la fQll aoCIOJ'4 with thJ a'IJol'e procr• ant JO!. •• 

at the earU.eet pot,l'b"'e mfalll\. to •l'Pl!tQ!a \li.4t ~· 0~ 
a new to oMalat.-a tllell' ~·••nt to tle pl-.... ttl• .. ._,.~ tor • 
aeUoD oa the put of \he fiiltdth ~~, eho'll14 ,. Ute ill the 

tfftq:el\ lldner poatlllle. In a~Uloll to Jlllltt.IIC olt&f tllh fOTtl'IIIIIQ.~·• 

.,,ltnlllllitl<ID to 4o WeJ'Tthf.q vi~b l\e po,._l' tO feiGUI 1'6f\lceet !'lnl itt 

UI'IM1~at~loa of 11111 oooperaUoa hoe tht ~khh Ou~nn\ 1ft 1ta7, It f011 

1\ a4Y1M)le. l.atlta\e tba~ (a) !he Val' htoaee 1Joat4 b PI'~-~ .. 
all po11lble aeUlll'et, fibholal an! Otherirbe, to$11\-\Jie fiiQiit,UOil ·­

_s•efupee to htttera (b) fh• Jo...O. b pl'f;paJ'td to reMO'f f\\.11 •••~•m•• 

b: the malatflftance of ref\11Ht la 1\UblJ !!.ill h) lt ftbe -·· ....... nm.nt 
"•~• neo ... ..., 1tepe to taollUatl the entrr of a 111\\latutt.al: IUIQel' of 

... ~ ... \he ,._., vlll llakt aU tffotta to •"' t•,...••. h'o• ~~ ta 
itpl' 1Jl ... e 'lf nob aeuoa llecoaea 4etba'blfll. to. !lq .'ldwh \o 41.•~• 

flli~tl..,_lr tN poatllllll\7 of ee\\lq 'P ••• la ~ Jll ,:l\lell, J'ehpel 

-·-~ tP ~- 00'1114 ltft. -... ·~A YOU14, t.t ntf .. W'F• ~ . •.· 
-'.~"&IIPIII••n fOl" •t.naaolec \be ena'IIU.-., at lialn~e ;I the•• oaii.Pt ., 

Qa \bl nppOJ'\ Of \he 1'1-11 l11 tha. ~lt p1Ni fitla'i f~l\t.~J~IJ V. . . 

~Yal; _oa • ~tu71latb t.t n ... ,....,. of.,.,_.., troa ~-~ (1\)11" 

11•• U' eUli •»•• \eo ... • 4etil't.llle ta ...U• to pR'Ilt\ the .,._,, Of •;t• 
~-· lll.\o ~ ~ oonpled ....... . 

' . Ia -·~ with the fo»Mttll .~.-~·-!If •eov••· ••• ~X\li• 1.-o\ 
.... , , .... ,..... ••t.Jlbs f..,,.;;u .. l.ia ............. , ~,:ff ,. 
·,p,..-.iaaU4a \t the ntt•attec ..,....,.,.1••• .at,..,, ''- ~t,l,Jjl·.ot 





~· ,·· ' 
. n~'1R" 1 ~ou ·' Ctu1 i uL u a \ 

B-.B 
?hi o t E'lGGi'!lln r:ust be 
Pl1l'O nl1l'S sed bef01'3 beinG 
~ \1: . __ :·: .i L~- ~~-~ !:~ .:_:."'_~!"ll10 
:.-:·>r::.· .. :~ f!!1 o ~· 0'(_~r:rnr:· .nt 
D.L611C~ o ( ~, ~-·""~· ' 

_ 5 p.m. 

1

: -u~r.~-RTAIDifiif sriif 
DIVISION OF 

. :J 1~·.: 

cor,:tillJiw:.,:,··s 
Ar\'P .fr ~"'"'r''-~ 

:it is re ,ortec !mte '..n the :!)apers that a hieh c;overn-

r.;ent official in .i.'url~ey told the :.uoociv:ted l-l;ese on 

:·'ebrunry l;" tll.:-,t 1'ur1\ey 'rae •··illitL~; to cooperate •r.ith the 

:<-c.lestine CoD:.Jif'slon and t>llieu di:plom['.ts in assieting 

il.u.1e.:.1ate confirr.~'1tion of ~hlr: report, Flease c-:1 ve us full 

lnfoFi.l-?.tlon at once on the pre cent : .. oP.i tion of ti'H1 I'urkla;h 

vOYern~tent on this matter. 

::,w "'e.r "iefugee Gon.rd is deelrous of rnakirJ£; r;ublic tile 

coop"'rative D.tt1tuae of neutro.l count:ri.ea on tl1ic m::.tter, 

ancl unl•.: sc ynu uercei ve some objection, ,.~ ,.,-auld. like to be 

in u ~·osition to publicize ;-;t once the attitude of 'l'urkey. 

It; 1~ extz•er;;.ely importnnt th!1.t, '·'9 be kept currently 

infor·rae& of all o.evelopn1enta in Turlcey relntint; to the 

activities of the Board, ··e have received numerous inquiries 

from nrivnte ageno1ee concerning the above mentioned press 

report ano. have been -~~·•ai_ting adv_1_~ _ t''rom you as to 1 te 

accuracy. 

.:UR 
2/18/44 

sr_·: t"f.!1 ~~~r·;s 

.t~Ot1ng 
~H il'·'P". u 

- --·------·-------.....----· .. 
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FEB 181944 

'rot l.!ro Stot.tin1ut 

Attaohed hereto 1.1 a prop9fl(ld cable i'roa 
the war aatugeo Board to AllbasPdoJ' sto~ and 
l.ll'e Hil'aCilliiiNl" in Ankara re~uest.lns conf11'1!1a111on ot 
a preea roport. that 'tuicey 18 prepared to coopera._. 
in aosieting .Jewieb retugeea"'t-o leave the Balkllll8. • 

It will be app~oiated 1f this cablO !8 
dispatched at one•• 

(I~)J.t.~ 

~I· t. LJ-; 



_y 
CADLE -----

It ie reported mt.ro 1n the papen t.bat a hi~ gqvorment 

official in 'l'ur'.scoy told tbe Associat.e4 Fre:Jo on FobJ'uary 1.3 . 

tllat- Turkey was \'f1ll1i13 to COOI)E.l.l'at.e 'ldth tho Paleat.ine Coam1.asion 

and Alllod diplomats in assisting Jetish rofugces t.o ~ t.be Balkana. 

lle li'ould appreoiate ilrnaedlate eontil'lllat.ion of tbis report.. Pleaae 

give WI full illfomat.ion at. ~ on t.hB prosent pollition of tba 

'I'urkieh OoveJ'lllllent on tbie mattv. 

the l'ial' !lefugee Douet 18 de&irou of making publ.lc tb8 • 

cooperative attitude of neutral couml'1ea on thls u.t.ter, o.nd llDless 

yo" parcoivo some oi)Jeot.lon, we 'i'iOuld Uke to be in a posit.1on t.o 

p\lbllcbe at once. t.-he attitude of Turkey .. 

It. is ~ ~ tbat. 1S\3 be ktl);lt ~ntq intome4 

of a1.l ~opmento in Ywkey relatlbg to tbe act1Y1t1es ot tba 

Board. We have received ll\lllleJ'OUS lnquirioo 1"nlrla private &genc!.aa 

concerning tho above DBntione4 pi'GSs rapcrt &lCl hAve been cmat.ttng 

adrtee f'l'e!B you as to ita &eO\U'ac,y. 



February 23, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE F IJ.,ES: 

/ 
~discussing o~her matters with Mr. McCloy and 

Mr. Bundy ot the Waf" Department today in Mr. McCloy's 
ottioe, I told them ot the developments in the shippins 
situation and ot ~e tact that we had gotten an agree­
ment trom the War ShippiJlg Administration to replaoe, , 
it lost, the vessel to be used by the Turks in evacuating 
Jews trom Constanza. McCloy and Bundy raised no obJection 
to this action and agreed that the shipping situation 
should not present substantial dittioulties 1n view ot 
the increased amount ot shipping now available. 

Later the same day I called Stettinius and told ,, 
him ot the pro~ress we had made getting War Shipping's 
and Lend Lease s approval to the replacement, it lo~, 
ot the Turkish ship proposed to be used in evacuations 
trom Rumania, and cleared with him my taking up with 
the Swedish Minister the possible use ot Swedish ships 
tor evacuation purposes. 

(f· Pehle 



1n 4lso~ee1n& o\bar mat.toro v1\n Kr. "o0lOJ·An4 
Mr. Bundy ot \he ia.- Depar\men\ t.04\a¥ 1n ill'• KoOloy•a 
otr1oe

1 
I t.ol4·\bem of \be 4eVelopaen•s in \he en1ppiP8 

auua\ on and of tihe too\ \~t. ve he.O. uouen Qn aa•••· 
men\ tros \be wa.- &A1pplng A4ra1nl.llra\1on t.c:t replaoe. 
1t lost.. \be veaael \o ~· us&4 a, \be TurA4 in e1aOIA$\1nl 
Jevo from Oona\anaa. MoOlot and B~dJ ra1se4 no o~Jeot1on 
t.o \Ills ao\1on and aaree4 \bat. tibo ub1pp1ng e1\~Aa\10D 
shoQld no\ present. ~~~at.an\1al 41tf1oul\1es 1n viev of 
\he 1noraaae4 amo~\ ot ah1PP1ni nov avalla~l.e. 

La\e.r she ease 4aJ :4 oal.led at.o1iUn1ue and \014 
1 

h1m ot \he pro,reaa ve bad wade set.~10i Wnr ab1PR1nl'• 
an4 Lend Leaee a approval to \be repl&oemont.. 1t loa\, 
of t.h!t 'l'W'kiah ab1p pi'OpoetK\ t.o be ulfed 1n ovaololaUOnl 
troa Rulllanla·, an4 ol.earfiA w1\lh b.Lm rq_ ••kJ.ns up vitb 
\he sved1eh K1ft1a\o~ \be poea1olo uae of 3tied1oh ab1pa 
tor ~vaoua\10D p~aoa. 

(ID!tialet) J W 
• • P. 

J. w. Pebl.e ··~ 



J \ 
I 

.. OIUIDUJI 

•••• ot Pe~eo•• la 11'ailnl no J~Yana'• 
Wlran R.,q. .. - Oentorlhlp ·I11'1"1P' 
(II - rtw till). (llah~lal olltalad , .... 
tilt lJl !la.,-Dly11&11. 8\M')!tpvMW) 

On ••nlllltl' t, 19.S, J, lapoUaaq. noh a leUtl' '• J. llhthla, 
1710 Calle ltl't4la, lua01 All'tl, upaUJia, ttatlq tha' 'hll ftUtr 
bat ltai'DM the' &UrtiiH' 1 I...U tor a 'lea bal. 'II teD reflltd. fht 
d'Utl' etattt 'hat .... al't Ollllllltf.Da Alltb• oa what ttUl \'P lit 
4ont alln' U. .A.Urttllt • 1 prtttDOt Sa 1r&lhbe'ea u1414 te ooortbatt 
efforh la the O&'lllt of 1 .. 1 la llal'opt. 

Arltll IIA lllt.,l' hat re&OhM PalteUnt IUl4 hat ooataott4 llalllllll, 
uo hat 'IIHil b lataahl &ubc tu ,.,, two ••"'•· fht7 'both lltlttYe 
'hat the rt.-pUoa of •crv• .. tt..Ultt la _. ..... ,lq peoplt fna luoje 
(aalJll7 hltu'la, llualala, Jlucal'7) b DOW JGIIllllt. lftl PYI 1 

B• 111 .. 11' tt,ooo tor the piU'pOII· AliMa 11 coital 'o A1&1lah '' ~· 
poUUtal 'lltaeklq for Canaa. llar.ta hat wlUl llla a ll'ftJ of UUYI' 
PHJle, bol'lllbc IIOhltllt~ (d'Utl' thlakl u- bOWl hta). 'ftlt fttlt 
aat\11' lt lll'lftl U4 ttu4t a 1004 Ohaaot of llltiOtll. 

1thla aF '111 I~ Alllla, no wollrt la \ht Llltl'ai'J' If OOJICI'tll au w1&o 

'' ~ ·~ 'I'!~ au Ja&o"Sc· 

- r--



To: 

From: 

Mr. Bundy• 

J. w. Pahle 

February 21, 194& 

I 
In accordance with our conversation 

of this morning, there is attached hereto a 

copy of a cable to Steinbardt'1n Ankara. This 

cable has been cleared by us and by the State 

Department. Please call me on this as soon as 

possible. 

J. '71. Pehle 

JWP:mgt 2/21/44 
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For the Ambassador and Hirschmann" 

Department 1 s 68, January 25, concerning War Refugee 

Board and 120 of February 12, 8 p.m., concerning appoint­

ment Special Attache Hirschmann. 

Special attention should be given to the following 

matter, 

The War l!sfugee Board has resolved that one of the 

projects wnich should be puShed with greatest speed is 

an effort to facilitate the evacuation of as many refugeesv 

" as possible from occupied areas to Turkey. 

The Board feels that the most feasible way of accom-

plishing this extremely urgent task is to obtain from 

the TurkiSh Government effective measures to encourage 

the entry of more refogees. Concretely that government 

Should be requested (a) To relax border and other controls 

and take such other action as will facilitate the entry 
. v 

of the largest possible number of refugees from Bul~ria, 

Bwnania, and other areas adjacent to the :Slack Sea, and "' 

(b) To make an announcement in as nearly an official man-

ner as possible indicating what is being done, and above 

all, that entry of refugees into the country is permitted. 
--- --·------- ---------·- ' 

The Department desires to'euppQrt the above program 

of the :Board and you are requested at the earliest possible: 

moment 



,( -;:,.:.,.~' 

~:~,~· 

moment to approach the Turkish Government with a view 

to obtaining their agreement to the plan and immediate 

action on their part. ln addition to making clear this 

Government's determination to do everything within its 

power to rescue refugees and ita expectation of full 

cooperation from the Turkish Government you' may, if you 

deem it advisable, indicate that (a) The War Refugee 

Board is prepared to take all possible mea1sures, financial 

and otherwise, to aid the evacuation of refugees to 

Turkey; (b) The :Board is prepared to render full as sis-

tance in the maintenance of refugees in Turkey; and 

(c) 1f the Turkish Government takes necessarY steps to 

facilitate the entry of a substantial number of refugees 

the :Board will make all efforts to move refugees from 

Turkey to other places if such action becomes desirable. 

You maf -*ish to discuss specifically the possibility 

of setting up camps in Turkey in which refugees entering 

the country could live. The lloard,vould, if necessary, 

make arrangements for financing the establishment and 

maintenance of these c~s and the support of the refugees ,.. 

in them. This plan may facilitate the remov~l, on a com-

pulsory basis if necessary, of refugees from Turkey to 

other pl.ace.p_:I.L such acti()~ become II desirable :l.n order to -- ---- ,----

permit the entry of more refugee11 into ~rkey from occupied 

areas. In connection 



In connection with the foregoing, you are, of course, 

aware of the fact that the refugees remaining in 

Trananistria1 
are in imminent danger of extermination by 

the retreating German armie,s, and that the evacuation 

of these refugees is a problem of· the great,est urgency. 

Aooordingly, you sho~d do everything_possible to aid in 

the development and execution of measures to effect the 
i 

evacuation of these people to Turkey."· Various private 

organizations are deeply interested in this problem and 

are a~ous to assist in financing and otherwise carryw 

ing out the project. Representatives of at least some 

of such or8anizations in .Turkey have been requested to 

get in touch at once w~th Mr. Hirschmann for thenpurpose 

of formulating a plan of a~tion. You have previously 

indicated that the basic difficulty of evacuation i~ one 

of tran~ortation. The p~ivate organizations interested 

in this project are_ iuaki,ng all efforts ·to seQure. -ships 

and ;rou. should give.thell) every as_sistance. In &,4diti_on, 

you slululd _ELa,vies us promptl;r of a~ m\lai!:!U'e$ WbJ,!!&l can 

be .taken b;r the United States -Cl9ver.l,llllent to .. s~e; tha.:!;; n.~cee­

~r;r &!Upping, neutra.l or otherwise, is available. Above 

all, ;I"'U should attempt to secure the full COOJlBI;'~tion Of 

the Turkish 

Efforts 

... 



-4-

Efforts should, of course, also be made as soon as 

possible to increase the flow of refugees from Rumania 

to Turkey, 

The Department appreciates that your own activities 

regarding this matter may be somewhat restricted by the 

terms of the Department's 103, Februa~y 7, 7 p.m., and 

that it may be necessary for you to arrange for Hirschmann 

to taka the principal initiatives. You should use your 

best judgment in this regard. You ,qill realize, however, 

that these negotiations are on an entirely different 

level than those relative to Turkey's role· in the '1ar; 

and that this Government is simply addressing a humani-

tar ian appeal to . the Turkish Government, as to other 

governments, rather than a request that they take certain 

action favorable to us at some sacrifice to them, 

Please report to the Department the progress that is 

being made in this matter, indicating the practical 

measures that will be necessary to put _the plan in opera­

tion, obstacles encountered, and such action as you 

think the Govel'DJDent' of the United States should take to 



CON:ROL COPY 
MES-133 
T~is tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEinG 
connnuni~QtEd to anyonE 
other -;~'l'1fl o. GovErnmEnt 
agEt10y .:Di1) 

y.. 
57~. "'Eb:c'Uf'.ry 19, 8 p.m. 

FOR ;~.Ft RF::<'UG.:E BO},.RD 

stockholm 

DatEd FEbruary 19, 1944 

E:o:ctd 8:10 p.m. 

SwEdish firm ,\~A Baltic staiEs its agEnt i~, Rumnnin 

/ StEphEn HolczEr whosE addrESS is Timisoara and is of JEWish 

birth is unablE to lEaVE Rumania with his wifE and two 

childrEn in spitE of SwEdish LEgation's succEss' in obtain" ; 
ing Rumani!:<n pErmission nnd obtaining also Turkish transit ., .. 
visa bEcausE th~;y unablE to obtain pErmi·ssion for Entry 

PalEstln~ or Cyprus 

JOHllSOi'! 

HTM 



CONTROL COPY 

RA-877 Ankara' 

DatEd FEbruary 18, 1944 

REc 1d 2;24 a,m,, 19th 

This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnts~ 
agmcy, {BR) 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

1Vashington 1

-DEPARTMfNT OfSTAfE ' 
• DIYISJON OF 1 
I : . .. .! .) i8Li4 .. i 

I 
282, FEbruary 18, ll a,m. 

" 
FOR JOHN PEHELE )! RECTOR OF WAR REFUG::r:: BOA liD 

FROM HIRSCHMANN: 

I am gradually,gEtting a picturE of som'E of thE 

possibilitiEs'and of thE Enormous difficultiEs facing 
' 

our work. Althougti thE Turks ExprEss thEmsElvEs as 

sympathEtic thus far thEy havE bEEn hElpful only to 

a limitEd ExtEntt ThEy may bE duE to somE of thE cir­

cumstancEs rEcitEd bElow. In dEal:l.ng with thE Turks 

I shall rEly EntirEly on Ambassador StEinhardt' who 

Enjoys thEir full confidEnCE~ 

\ Bulgaria' through which almost all rEfugEES 

from EuropE and thE Balkans must pass in transit. 
----------------~----~--~~~~~~--~----

to TurkEy or bEyonj has f'or qu'- tE ~ornE timE past 

bEEn withholding transit visas for thosE coming 

,from othEr 



I 

I 
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from othEr parts of ~uropE and thE Balkans and 

wi tholds EXit visas from JEws rE's idir.g in Bulgaria. 

In thE past fortnight only onE JEwish family succEEh­

Ed in lEaving Bulgaria and rEacping Istanbul. 

WhilE I hopEd that wE would not havE to avail\ 

oursElvEs immEdiatEly of thE spEcial authority to 

dEal with thE EnEmy I fEEl that you in liJashing~on 

and wE hErE will bE compEllEd to usE this 1Eans 0 

ThE satEllitE countriEs namEly Hungary, JUmania • 

and Bulgaria arE most anxious to whitEwash thEmsElVES 

in thE 1 EyEs of thE AlliEs. WE must Exploit this 

anxiEty at oncE. WE must bring EVEry prEssurE brought 

to bEar through nEutr<J.l agEnciEs or any ot-.1.Er mEans 

at your disposal, as wEll as by dirEct contact with 

thE rEprEsEntativE of thE abovE mEntionEd satEllitEs. 

Thty must bE givEn to undErstand in no unoE~tain _,., 

tErmS that unlESS thEy takE immEdiatE stEpS Vlhich 

will facilitatE our work thE AlliEs will look upon 

with thE Nazis in thEir work of EXtErmination and 

that this will bE hEli against thE~ whEn thE war· 
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is ovEr. It should bE madE clEar to thEm that no. 

apologiEs or ExtEnuationB will'bE accEptEd. I Ex-

' pEct to tElEgraph you morE fully about thE 3ulgarian 

bottlE in a fEw days. 

I think it would bE hElpful if you would call 

\

on thE Turkish Ambassador in Washington to rEquEst 

of him that hE cablE his govErnmEnt thE dEtE~ina­

tion of thE UnitEd StatEs GovErnmEnt to carry out 

its _rESCUE program with all EnErgy and rEsourcEs 

and that immEdiatE aid on thE part of thE Turkish 

GOVErnmEnt will bE highly EValuatEdo 

I am informEd that in viEw of thE Bulgarian 

impassE thE JEwish agEncy officially dEaling with 

transpor~ation of JEwish rEfugEEs from thE Balkans 

has ExtrEmE difficultiEs with land routE bottlE-

nEckEd in Bulgaria 0 ThEy obtainEd promisE of 
,f 

provisional chartEr for SS VATffil,3700 tops ownEd by 

Kalkawan Riza~ Turkish shipownEr who is willing to 

.,; 

takE hEr with Turkish to Constanzerto~b~~·~~~~~--~~------~~~--~r 

Istanbul 800 to 1000 rEfugEEs, mainly childrE~ from 

'Iransnistriav whom ijumanians a:rE at_ prE sEn~ willi~g 

to rElEasE, but who may at any momEnt bE in 

o(.starvation 
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of starvation and dEath. IntErnational rlEd Gross 

promisEs to procurE s9.fE corduct for this ship, 

from all bElligErEnt iJOWErs· concErnEd. ThE Turkish 

GovErnmEnt fully controls all privatE shipping'and 

is facEd with ExtrEmE trur,sport difficultiEs of lts 
I 

own. It rEfusEs to pErmit ownEr to EntEr'into 

ChartEr AgrEEmEnt bEcausE of dangEr of loss of ship 

EVEn whEn undEr safE conduct as has occurrEd. 

To ovErcomE anxiEty as to possiblE loss of i 

I 
ship, WE strongly urgE immEdiatE offEr of guara'tte:,l' 

by thE UnitEd StatEs to thE Turkish GovErnmEnt to 

rEP,lacE ship. Will you cablE us authority to offEr 

this spEcific guarantEE of ship rEplacEmEnt LmnE-

diatEly from nEarEst watErs which plEasE dEsignatE 

in your rEply in ordEr to rEopEn nEgotiations on 

this quEstion of Turkish ship. HaVE rEasons to bE-

liEVE that this guarantEE would offEr basis for~rE-

I 
opEning quEstion. 

SwEdish ships carrying food from Canada to GrEECE 

undEr thE ~uspicEs. of SwEdish !lEd Cvoss~ 

numbEr is unknown hErE•• 

As an altErnativE thEilE arE 
I 

rhE, EXO.C_t 

C~mpl~tE information on 
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you procurE at oncE. ThEsE Empty SwEdish" ships 

could possibly procEEd from GrEECE to ConstE;J.nza 

and transport somE rEfugEEs. Turkish officials­

suggEst this altErnativ~ plan. ''IE prEfEr first 
~~" 

plan as it would savE timE in a situation which 

can d~sintEgratE quickly. Also oncE this ship is 1 

allowEd thE first voyagE and accomplishEs voyag~ 

succEssfully wE can work to continuE thEsE trips 
'< 

to savE additional rEfugEES. 

PlEaSE also ExplorE at oncE thE possiblE usE 

othEr nEutral ships from Portucal or Spclin. 

ThE point is tho.t ·'IE nust undEr all cirCl.hnstancEs 

gEt a ship at onCEa 

PlEasE advisE. 

STEINHARDT 

EDA 
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BE-220 
This tElEgram must bE 
:oa:ca~}hrasEd bEforE bEing 
coru:.un:j.catEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEntal 
a@;Ency. (BR) 

SEcrEtar:r of StatE 

i·iashington 

... 

Ankara 

DatEd FEbruary ~8 1 1944 

REcld 1:42 a.m.,20th 

(;I J!YlfYJJNiG/\~IC!'J~. 

2~6 1 FEThrua:y 18, 8 p.m; I --~>~~li ~E.CO~~~~--.J 
FOR LEAVITT OF AHERICAN ·.JEi'TISH JOINT DISTRBUTION 

I 

COlLITTEE FRO:: IR..&\ HIRSCHl'JJ\NN • 

:::\EfErring to your cablE of FEbruary 18 rEgaPcl.ing 

boat to EvacuatE JEwish rEfugEES from Constanzi.I 

imvE bEEn \-IOrking •~i th Barlas" on this situation. 

Aobassacor StEinhardt and I havE sEnt dEtailEd wEssagE 

to John •l?EhElE War REfugEE Board ~ri th rEcommEndations 

for action on this an~ othEr rElatEd mattErs• 

STEINHARDT 

J 

.. 
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'fELWmM• SF.:N'l' 

Thl» ·~e1{•s;~;un: must l:e 
paro.r~~l~9.S<0>•1 n;;l·o::-~• teing 
coronwn! ca tea to l:l.!:··~r .<a 
other than a Governmental 
agency (BR) 

' . ....: ~~uc .. _i 5-.J·-~:.-.: s.Y, 

-- \'-.-. 

CON1 HOL COPY 

Febrwcy 16, 1944 

7 p.m. 

. .'.\;'.i'E Plense consult Bar las~, I~ te.nbul, regarding 

poscibility utilizing his boa.t for evncuet1on Jew:a"' 

from ConstE•nta: l:l!>.rlas requested NyasBa" proceed 

ConstnntE> but difficulties securing nnv1certs almost 

1nsupert>ble. Please cnble al£o l·rhnt sh1ppi~ fao111t1es 

e.vvilt>ble, pooa1b111 ties of evP.cuz>tion, and e.ny need of 

ed<;ii tiom>l funds. Her Refugee Boe.rd very 1ntereoted 

this mPtter. UNQUOTE. 

Vi):GF 2/10/44 

STETTINIUS 
(ACting) 

NEA 
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FER 1 01944 

T01 Mr. 'l'ravere 

FROJh J. w. Peble 

It 1dll. be appreciated if you w1ll have dispatched the 
following cable to Ira Hirschmann, o/o American ~•7• Ankara, 
'l'Urke7• flo011 Hr. Leavitt ot th& Americ~ Jewish Join\ Distr1bu­
tiCD Ccald.ttee, and b1l1 the AJDerican JGwish Joint. DistrilmtiCD 
Cmmtttee, IDe., 270 ltl41801l Avenue, Haw Yort. H. y., for tbe 
oOBt of this message and &117 &IUI1IV8 theratoa 

•aea.e cODSult Barlas, Istanbul, regardiDg 
poasih1lit7 utWsma hia boat for evacuation Jan · 
flo011 CODatanta. Barlu requeated IJB!Isa proceecl 
cODatanta but diffioul.tiea aaouriJl& D&Yicena alaoat 
~able. Pleue cable also what ahipp1Dg facilities · 
a'981l&ble, pcssibilit!u of avaeuatiCD, ad any Mad. of 
additicmal flm4ao W81' Refugee Board W¥r7 interested 
thia mat\er. · teavit.t..• 

87 
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C.n.:GLE 'l'C EiitSCHH.H.l~:~, C/0 AL2;RICA:J EEBASSY, .Al-7KAnA, TURKEY 

Ple<>.::::e cons·,"lt n<'rlas, Iste.nbul, rege.rc1ing IJOSsibility 

utilizing JliS ooat for eVclCU2tion Jews lrom Consta.nta. 

:Darlas rec~uested :\yassa ~)Yoceed Constanta but difficulties 

securin5 nc-vicerts all;,ost insuper8ble. Please ca.ble also 

;-·l~8t slliY·ing fccilitie:;: HVnilable, 1possibilities of 

evacu~'tion, and any need of acic~itiona"l funds. \vC:.r Refugee 

Boerd vEry interested this matter. 
-------~·-· 

I 

LEAVITT 

- ---------~-~ 
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Dear r.lr. Peble, 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
FEBRUARY 8, 1944 

With reference to our conversation of 
l''ebruary 17th, I enclose for your confidential inf'ormation 
a copy of a letter from Sir R. Campbell to lllj'·· Hull,dated 
September 9th, 1943, about the iosition of refugees who 
escape from Nazi Europe ihto Turkey and other neutral 

eountries. 
The Foreign Office are anxious that in the 

interest of the refugees themselves this decision should 
be kept secret, and we were only authorised to disclose 
it in strictest confidence to Mr. Hull and Yr. Myren 
Taylml· The United States Ambassador at Ankara has also 
beeninformed of the position. 

In view of London's emphasis on secrecy I am 
sure you will realiBc the importance of treating this 
information as strictly,~onfidential. 

:tours since ely, 

!.lr. Joh n Pehle, 
United States Treasury 

Washington, D.C. 

-·-·'-..~---··--

(signed) W.G. Hayter 

W.G. Hayter 

' DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority .or !tiHJ.b:... c.: - < - ·- .-.~---· 
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LETTE'' Ff\0 .. 1 THE BRITIS'-l E'AB,\SSY TO THE ST,\TE DEPART<11ENT 

SEPTr).IBE!i. 9, 1'71,3 • 

;,ly de~r Hull, 

I wri'-"' to let you kno\1 th•t His Majesty's Government rRcently 
decided t~at in future all Jews, whether adults or children, who may 
succeed in escaping to Turkey from ene~-controllen territory since 
the closing of the Bulgarian-Turkish frontier in rAay last, -will be 
eli3ible (after a prelimil1ary security qheck in Turkey) for onward 
transport to Palestine, where they will be placed in campP,, go through 
a further security check und if found satisfactory will be gradually 
released as legal immigrants into Palestine against the current half­
yearly immigration quotas. By 11 onward transport" is meant such trans-
port by sea or rail as may be arranged by His !.laj esty' s Government in • 
cooperation with the appropriate diplomatic mission. 

This policy will also apply to Jews who manage to escape to oth~r 
neutral countries, but where they have escaped to countries in Vjhich 
they are safe they will normally remo:in there. Thus the Jews· at present 
in ~~uritius , Cyprus, and Spain would remain there (unless, as is 
hoped, arrangements can be made in the case of Spa·n to remove them for 
the duration of hostilities to Allied territory in North Africa) and 
on:cy. in very special cases and for very special reasons would authority 
be gmven for any o~w~rd transport to Palestine. 

The numbers to be admitted under these new proposals will not 
entail any increase in the total number of immigrants permissible for 
the period ending the 31st March, 1944· 

I have been asked to emphasize the confidential nature of.this 
letter, as secrecy is essential in the interests of the refugees them­
selves and His Majesty's G~vernment intend to make no public announce­
:nent of the policy described aboce. They are, however, inforniing the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine in confidence of w~~t is proposed. 

I am writin& a similar letter to Mr. Myron Taylor. 

(This copy made 
from the "bible") 

Yours sincerely, 
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t'urkey apparently offers an opportunity for concrete action 
oesi~ned to rescue Jews from the occupied areas and to rive re­
lief to t:C.ose who possibly ca;mot bo evacuated. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

It is undel'stood that at px•esent 'i'urkey is pel'mitting 
the entry of a very limited number of ref~gees f~om 
Bulbaria. 'l'he imlortant fact is that the door is .noV! 
~· however sme. I the crack, and an el'fort shotild oe 
mane to take. full adva.ntage of the aituation for the 
evacuation of refugees from R~ania through Bulgaria to 
Turkey. This must be done as quir.kly as possible since. 
as the President h&.s indica~ed, this ro11.d will be com­
pletely blocked in the event that Turkey enters the WIJ.l'_• • 

Turkey is the nearest place of safety to whicP, it is 
practicable to effect an evacuation of refugees from i 
Transnistria and other areas adjacent to the Black Sea. 

Turkey is possibly a base for obtaining some food an~ 
other relief ~upplies to be distributed to refugees in 
occupied areas. · 

Action designed tQ accompl~sh the foregoing objectives \7ould 
include efforts to get the Turk1sh Government: 

(a) •ro ex-tend as widely as possible the now limited 
facilities for entry from Bulgaria. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

'io cooperate fully in the execution of a _pl8l'l. for 
an evacuatio~ansnistria. 

To assist in the establishment of at least temporary 
camps in Turkey for the carerof evacuees., 

To aid efforts to procure food and otb.ei' supplies 
for relief of :t>efugees in occupied ar~as. , 

______ _._--c--~-------1-
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ltr. Ira HirsChmann, a vice-president of Bloomingdale 
Brothers and Company Inc., and a member of the Board of 
lligher Education of the City of New York1 is presently on 
his way to Turkey. He is going. apparen,ly not as a repre­
sentative o£ any private organization, but as a private eitiz~ 
deeply concerned with the problem who feels that something can 
be done now to deal with it. In view of Mr. llirechma.nn1s eJEPer­
ience and his apparent zeal it may well be that he can be of 
great help to the War Refugee Board in this situation. It may 
be noted that, according to HirschmAnn, he is going to Turkey 
with the approval if not at the invitation of Ambassador Stein• 
hardt. 

.. 

----- ----- -~~~~~~-


