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Heterence your ::'926 ot :;eptember 27. You are 

authorized to pay 1mllled1a.telf tot<~l elaim ot 99158 

ltrlnor 68 ore for J:!,.R'u..i~t.W to tne sw:d1sh Orient. l..1ne. 

~egret misunderstanding. 
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TO JOHNSON lOR OWEN 

~teferance your 3926 of September 47. You are 

authorised to pay immediately total claim of 991'8 kronor 

68 ore for BAlillALAND to the Swedish Orient Line. Regret 

TnW I8 WitB CJ\13!.1~ TO ll'l'OCKIIOLU NO. 93 

10:15 trm. . 
SElptem'tier 3o, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abra,hamson, Cohrup DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mannon, McCormack, Files 

1<'• 

--. 
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cpNIBnt:·~;r~ \vashington. 

3926, ·sEptEmbEr 2?, Midn~ght fJ~Y't(li!Vi.fF({if•G r·;: . 
;< . --- '" I 

This is .our numbEOr 86 for 1rmB •. 

PlEasE advisE soon as poesibJ:_E. w)1:Etht:r paym~.~t 
,., .-'. 

of (/14;860,40 fo;r- Bardal and mantio~i!:d il). your '1'1RB 39 

(DEpartmmt 1 e 1925, sE:ptE_mbEr 26, 5 p.m,) ie,trJ:!or in.· 

trari.~!Uission or simp;Ly' aU o;f total claiilt ,of 9S)J58 
/ . . . .. .. . ,/'· 

kl'onor 68 orE tl;lat \~· is 'lit~ilirlg·:~q J).S:y< ;c sw:dl.,iSh. 

ForEigil .gr±'i,~E. isp~F:~sipg .ori·t)~hd1£··.~.f sli:ip' owh,Er:~ . 

io~~-i~~E~fi~t ~- PfYlh.E'~t>'~n·~f~lJ: t~c( ___ .·.·.·· .. 
di"Spo sa,-tsuffi ciie:nt funO:er from am'ciun:t 

·u~~ir•i~-:4~~ iv.ik--~~.;·fP,.~p~itm~.nf; ~-·. •·· .. · ... 
J~~tt~cts;):i{:E<.: · · ·.-
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AMLEGAT ION I 

STOCfJCHOLM. 

1353 

TELEGRAM SEN'r 

:Bohm, Anderssn !!."1d :Pcl.(>!l I!jaipan ;reports 
Z344 .and 2360 qf Jun<;~ 21,. 2'7 .:~nd ;;if!~ yo:t:.' .3~., 
1'/hil.e it is 4it'f:lcu.1.t to E;nelll!Jt ;p:rer.taely to 
lo\'fing gen'3raJ. a'p:.:oe.~·h is ~ug,gMtoi: 

July 7; 1944 

~0 :BE SEN~. IN 

:reoeiV'Mo ;~:f'erenc(l. ypu,t 223li 
39 ano .. 40 ~Jl W_<!.:t'. ll(lfilgee ~oard• 
outJ,ine pro~tlil.)ll frqm here·, the :f'ol-

Since money an<l Ji~~i<>t•tl!:\tl(i .-:poa t-·war .. e~nff',.(}#tllUOn. Jif!tY, .J~o·~:tirat_a .aot'-.Cltl,. 
impeding, I'ale,xbg ~;r i; io\o/·:.rig 'ilo¥.11 t e.mpr.i <Yt llGY.;~~QUt'i.o.l\' !lil\1; faoilitil.to el:icp,pes 
and oortceaJ.menlaJ. H br•:J•.·l·~ b~ atJoe:.·"l•ai:a;.;d. in wr.;;ct·.'c:!:Wi:lt<!!~J1' ,;ttoh ,tnduMntents 
may be cffooti:ve.· · ::n f.\1i.i; ciMn~ •. "l:i.cn, .-:~b;tta.ol; ·~ho•lld ·~a !il!ta~ll:idlir~cr, at 
disc ret ion, with aw:ror :'1aj;•; pot·&o~s ;nc•n1;itm>';d in /Jepi:rttli9i!t ~a 1.~6 ,df ·a:\lh~ 23 
ano. such o1•henl aa iM.y· oa~olne imoom, If .cit•cum~inmCias •,-ro:r·ran'~ f'Wiii.~ w:l.li ~e 
made ava.ilablo at ne.~t:r.e.J im.nl!.: IQJ.' po~j;."lf•it'!.l.U~· or in pa•;ti Jn·ilica:i. curl'in'lly 

procv.red a~:l,!i~r~. blotik~d ctmntei•~vi';iq:~· Jv~t\e ·t,i• · ··bank~ ll'or lt~:t-
,.,,.,,.,,,.,o/> );o¢a1 . t•c.ble i'~:illl lll'i)ri'tiohed. 

DelOalltmen'o: 1 ~ ma!r belloiJie 
~"'"""'~"·"' a.);':~l\j),F,eiiierl.tl~ rlf a 



- 8 -

I'o::.icc DQpal't4lsnt ln the Mj.nistry of lintcr:l.cr, in c~rge· of passpo.:.•t lllatters 
anu '.;u h<L-v·e g··anted. many pe1·sons puespo:rts for oi:>rieidtlration. Also said to 
ha·ve ing~:·atiated hims~lf With t)l.e. Arrowol'Osa Party and was counted among their 
fellow travelers by them. but the.t Jews could always count on his favors if they 
met his terms. in cash; ·(b) Zoltan T-i~o,. 11iad. to .be Chief Prosecutor, Superior 
Court of Hungazy, a chauvinist and ree.ct~onafy:~ b\l.t o;ppos8d. to the Nazis;,- . 
tt is said tha,t_ he OIUl be. ({spended on· to h(tlp' .Jews of· reao~l;ojlary and financial­
commercial background; (c) Ol)lon~l llenes Dsal!fJl:qrve.th; said· to be wealthy, indepen­
dent, al).d politicallY una:f.ftliated. It is Jlald:·the.t·lie 18. !}hairma;11. of :Baros 
Fa;t'lllers1 Giiilllacy Qoope_rat~ve, GeM,;!J]. Manager ,of J~ll,li~r-1-iuCFotid S~pply Oo. 
It is aliJo. said' tMt· since ~940; he he.li :beil,P:; ,?!!,e. o,f j;}le ~ee.de.rs of the act ion 
protecting Po~.iali, r$f)lg~es .in .l£@8aey a~¢· ~liSt he;,we.a f~~ed. for -violatl on 
of tho anti";.J}i~isfl.).(!,wll.• H~ ,ili·~lf!O '~~:t.!d';tO,;~y~ .. clp,!!~··'¢9.~cotions· with ce);'tain 
members of th~. preseP.,t· Hiulga!:'i@l,gcvel;'liDI~nt .~~t~·~,;wA!eh :he may render useful 
services ~o our c,a,WJ,e1 not)ilil~ with ~t,h<iny,Xiliider~r·t}?:e p:r:eli'el'IJ minister of 
cOtnmerqe: (!\), llets.o:Kc!Jzegliyf. eald t9 be 4~ ;y'eM'~;pf ,~gt),. S,dla;tive of Hungary: 
of Ger~SWab1rm depce.ut~ ·~11 a fQl'IJter offic1hl;:. Qt" ~~a Natio.llAl;~ of H~gary 
who is. Mi.f genere.l lllaA'iugeif. of a text:l.le an(]. f~r :qonoprn'•, . Saf(i~to~ }1~ trustworthy 

:v:s:~::~!~!:~t ~~~:~t~:!~,~~ ;~l~~ ;o;!;;!~~~i~i;e~~;t~(!J~!; .r!:!d to 
:Sozoky, said to be a 'l.e.wt.er.'wljo fOr f,l. .. n~be.r· ~f;Yea.rs vf}ey akiJ,.Jfully play'ed the 
ra-le of an a:1'4ent Nazi ~d .M.ti .. Seliifte, ~d th tlje o'l;!J~ctive of liE!.lP~ng distressed 'r endangered .t:e~s: fl4(i 'libe:r!V..ti~ · · 
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. ~!n~l~l:l:bs.<'g ~hou;Ld .Qonsu;Lt \l'it~ .. thll repref?~~n~:S.l;ive of the International 
Reu. G:,·os s an~ . impr~!ls. upo~ .~~!Q .P,h(l u;rg~~t·. tie.E\9-. Qf tn~reas~\1~ Inter:()ross :repre­
sentation in ·H:tj,!lgary and int.~),<Ce;s_sion Jn an ef;t:6rt.,.tg 'lllC\ll'l! pel:'ll)_isl!i~m to 
Vidt a,tld '-nsPe~.t. cqncent.rl!-~1~t( Ofl.in9,~d~hett0:i!: a!l.d•;l)~~!i~l' ·p~~ee q~ ~et\'lnt ion. 
Wallenb'er~ miJtht ·M~erta,k;l) a~!IP tP _ se!'l ~ll:~thet. ~~~i?!·l)~I;jl!is~~on, rni~ht :ve g;t"ant!ld 
him and htB coll! · · · . To: 'the e~'t~nt t.li:at ·Y<'U d:-e~m; it fid.iil'!!li'!lle ;y\i~f ~:1 
call, l·Tall!lil.be. _.· . . Hoil t<!:>:llb~'4 !l~ggllll:t~J>p:aJ:s'd t.¥t:)re. mif ,iliid~r-ttike to 
deterlll$!lll ~l)eJ'~' t~'ii~ -ty.r~JiiA· t~l)atlier't~ey!~Jf~r .. ,l)~~!fo,~~*ougil. wlli~h effect-
ive m'ea~~te,!l P"~ be_. AR-~ ~H. · .x;es~ M;t,~~ ,o,ta~~::e·a:rce;tmd. to 
Wnllen];>erg t1:le ~oa,...a 1 s_·sin,~ere ~i~~~'?,n" f,q;'<tMir,,;w!;iq~El~fl.ax;;ll!i (j!o9perat ion. 
The llclaro:: 19. · .. ' 'e pf' S{»e~~n;' B . ·- . cp'rici!ril~'iiti!),'':a9t~~a . -- . ·. $ ~tif _aii!ii~J3tl)llCe 

;~~t~: .~:\ · · · \ri~:h.~~ -i~~~~t~~~~t~;~~.~~!~ "Jlt~~~t.~~p;tii1~: 
SAVed,• 



lntorm ue 1mme~iately 1t you do not have sufficient 

fund~ on band to cov0r thin amount. 

'WRB:Ml4V:KG 
9/26/44 

.NOE 

HULL 
(FNV) 

CONTROL COPY 
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TO JOHUSON ~'OR Ol.Slill 

Uefer your oable No. 3732 September 19. 

You are author1aed to pay to the Swedilh Or1ent 

Line the ohargee for the BARDALAND amounting to 014,860.40. 

lntonn ue imnediately if you do not have euttioient 

fllnda on hand to oovor thle amount. 

THIS IS VIRB CABLE TO STOCKHOLM NO. 89 

6120 p.m. 
September 25, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, lliBoi!l, FJ:iedinan, 
~Hodel, LaughUn, Lesser; 1filmion, McCorma:ok; Files 

. ' 



SEP22 lit· 

J(r dear lfr, Jf1nleter1 

1 have reoelveci your letter of September 18• 
19441 oau1uning the ~1m of the Ollllere of the 
"Bu4aland. " 

I appreola'h baYlns rov 'riftl on ~ 
ut.ter and I wleh to aclviee you that u 10011 u w 
hQl" &om the Allerioan r.eutlarl, St.ookhola, aJTmge­
IIMitlt wUl be maiM fGr' payJDent of the uount. of 
olaim. 

(Signed) J .I. Pehle 

J. w. J?eble 
hi!Oilti~ rilrenw 

~- I 



./ 
LEGATION OF SWEDEN 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

Mr. John W. Peh1e, 
Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

September 18, 1944. 

With reference to your inquiry regarding the claim put for­

ward by the owners of the 11 Bardaland 11 I have been informed that the 

final account of about 99.000 Swedish kronor has just been trane-

mi tted to the American Legation in Stockholm. It appears that 11 Barda­

land'su charter with the Red Crose terminated in Pireue on May 16th 

when the subeti tute ship 11 Borelandtr already had left Gothenburg. The 

owners had contracted cargo from Spain but on account of the propos~ 

of the War Refugee Board the ship was kept in Pireus without charter 

during 23 days and left on June lOth instead of May 18th. The claim 

appears under these circumstances completely fair. It is said more­

over that the American Legation had at the opening of the discussions 

informed the owners that the customary charter according to the 

previous charter-party should be paid by the War Refugee Board. The 

charter is consequently the same as that paid by the Red Cross, which 

made payments monthly in advance. The shipowners wbuld be grateful j· 

if their claim could be settled at an early opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 

:\i~J:!OSTR~M 
Minister of Sweden 

! 
I 

i 
,j 

l 

'-t 
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DATE: 

Secretary of st~te, 

September 19, 1944 
x 

3732 

'"""'"'.OC!JNTROl COPY 
( SC::C'l'ION ONE) 

Reference is rr:ac,e Lerein to the LepJ.t.ion' s cable of July 

20, r:o. 2688. 
.; / 

The full olaira for c;,10.rges by the Swedish Orient Line for 
./ ,/ 

the B/\RD·'U..A.ND in the sum of 99158 i~ronor 68 ore has been 

received frcn th" Foreign Cffice. Included in this claim are 

the following c:wrges: On the basis of ;pl9,383.13 per 30 days, 

hire frorJ 2 p.m. !,:ay lo, 1944 to 2 p.m. June 8 equnls ·kl4,860.40 

-equivalent at exchange 4.20 to 62413 lcronor 68 ore; war bonus 

for the same period 2:1005 l:ronor; bunker oil consumed as 

indicated by ships journal 5800 kilograms at 300 %ronor equals 

1740 W-ronor; sundries and trunk calls 50 kronor; at one quarter 

percent, war 1n0ursnoe on n~t~ 10?50 kronor; war risk insuranc~ 

... ~crew and officers 1200 kronor. 

August 22 is the date of this accotint. The Foreign Office 

states, in a covering letter dated. september 16, that. the ship 

l 
I . 

owners wov l be grateful for payment at earliest cc;n.;reniencei 

JOBNS.ON 

9/21/44 

·.:__ 



s/1,/ 

.//'FRO!.:: 

TC: 

D'.'l'E: 

~:u;.£Ul: 

-·~t'lericsn Le~ :ticn. : .. .'tcckt:.olm 

Secretary o.: Stat<z, ·;asllington 

3?32 

••••••"-'·~·:::cTrm: 'l'~·:o l 
that BA.tT1f,LiiND VJ<~S due to ],eave _Ji raeus ;:ay 16 for Swe•len; 

t!lat owners hsd oontrocte0 to c'1I!rJr car~;o from SpHin to Sweoen; 

thn t ori L3 y 13 it 11iJ.<; lear- :;ed t:1s t :·mB c1esi red to charter 

B'.'?D,\I...J'.!I: for refuger~s t'r: ~r, nunania ond to hold ship in c:rr.vece 

pending negotiations fol' -~•.;ct. trtwsport; that st,ip soiled 

finally -rron l'lrcH'>US J'un0 l.G Jr st("tel of Eay 18. Covering 

let t0r conta i.ns a not snt: ro.ly clear statement \'?hi ch appenJr;'J 

to be for purpose of ex:ph; i nir: ~ \'Jhy ·cho reo is net for full 

period. from ;.-:ay 15 to hme 10 ':;ut ,is for tVJo d&ys less; apparent 

me-planation is that _previuJ.s (~·arter -pBrty expired Lay 16 and 

ship ownel's under previous sc~ cdFle expected lt to lie idle 

until scheduled ceparture tiay 18. Please repeat to :'IRB as our 

di. 
Please instruct. 

JOJiNSON 

DCR: MAS: MR,f 9/21/44 DECLASSIFIED 
State Xlep~. Letter, _1:11-72 _ gn 

By R. H. ParkS Date S EP :1: 8 1 
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3f32, SEptEmbEr 19, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO) 

BE gratEful for paymEnt at EarliEst convEniEncE; 

·i;hat LlARDALAND v1as duE to lEaVE PiraEus Hay 18 for 

S1·fEdEn; that ownErs had contractEd to carry cargo from 

Spain to SwEdEn; that on May 13 it ~;as lEarnEd thEt \'IRS 

dEsirEd to chartEr BARDALAND for rEfugEEs from Rumania 

and to hold ship in GrEECE pEnding nEgotiations for 

su.:;h transport; that ship sailEd finally from PiraEus 

JunE 10 instEad of May 18. CovEring lEttEr contains 

a not EntirEly clEar statEmEnt vlhich appEars to bE 

for purposE of Explaining why chrcrgE i'S not for .fJ,.tll 

pEriod from May 16 to JunE 10 but is for two days lEss; 

apparEnt Explanation is that prEvious chartEr pm~ty 

EXpirEd May 16 and ship o~mErs un6.Er prrvious schE<'LUlE 

EXpEctEd it to liE idlE until }:JChEdulEd dEpar~urE i-iay Hi, 

PlEasE rEpEat to '1/YRB as our 8:1;. 

~lEasE_ instruct. 

(ENDOFNES$AGE) 

.:r9liNsoN. 
.·-.- -~---

. . . DEOLASSri>mD · , • ' i · · 
State D.e!Jt. L<itter;)-l_l_i72:· -· · · c.-

: ~l-~5i_,~;tK~"1~!~;8-;_~_::~_t_:_~.~_t.~~t~-~:: -~:-~~~{ 
---- --"-~:~:.:.;_-:_::::-__.:_·: 

: · .. -. 

JI:iS:'NPL _/·--,.- .. 
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. AIIU'.GA~:toa.:·.- , / e;~;t~V 
srom,HO.L.M~ !JJfMIIUI'IiCM!:;:'" 

~ll·~ r·- -·· · 

~ eaHliJ 'below 111 WRB '1~. 
P~~ai9 reter to fOMr 2699 ot Julr 20 cono•rn1ng 
~ . 

. ! 

B~D Olalm~ 

--- . The Exooutln D1Notor9 ilal" ~fulfle BoaJ>d9 lAa@ . ....---· 
d1Seuue4 ttu.m maf>tor 1>1itb flwe&mh Min1o10eJ> he~ who 

/ . 
ia oammun1oat1ng with awedi~h Go~~~nt fo~ moJ>0 

I 

into~t1on. Will advise :om or ~velopm~ntu. 



CABLE FROM WAR REl"UGEE BOARD _TO MINISTER JOHNSON, STOOKHOIJI1 SWEDEN, 

Please refer to your 2688 of July 20 concerning BARDALAND 

claim. 

The Executive Director, War Refugee Board, has discussed this 

matter with Swedish Minister here who is communicating with Swedish 

Government for more information. Will advise you of developmGnts. 

THIS IS l1RB OABLE TO STO.CKHOLJI NO. 74 

9•00 a.m. 
August 16, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo•y) Abraha.mson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, Marks_, McCormack, Piles 



to Mr. Friedman 

FROM: M. J. Marks 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

....--
RE: Indemnity Claim for the s. s. BARDALAND 

DAT£July 25' 19J.4 

Reference is made to my memo of June 22 concerning the same subject 
matter. 

SWeden cable, No. 2688 of July 20, now indicates that the 80,000 
kronor figure previously mentioned in SWeden cable, No, 2120 of June 13, 
was intended to be only the first installment. The later cable states 
that the preliminary estimate of the full indemnity claim now totals 
106,7:30 kronor, 61, and that the 11 total costs are not likely to exceed 
120,000 kroner •11 ./ 

It will be recalled that the BARDALAND.w~s ti~d up in Piraeus 23 _ 
days, "It will be'recalled fUrther that Lieutenant-Qommander Beaker -­
stated .that any price up to $6 a dead-weight ton per month would be a 
fair charter price for a ship like the BARDALAND. 

At $6 a dead-weight ton, the BARDALAND charter price would be 3,750 
kroner a day or 86,250 kron~ for 23 days. At $5.60 a dead-weight ton, 
the BARDALAND charter price 'would be 3, 500 kronor a day or 80,000 kroner 
for 23 days. At 106,730 kroner for 23 days, the charter Pf~ce of the -
BARDALAND would be 4,640 kronor a day or a traction more _9lall $7.42 a 
dead-weight ton per month. At 120,000 kronor for 23 days, the charter 
price for the BARDALAND would be 5,217 kronor a day or a fraction less 
than.$8.35 a dead-weight ton per month~ 

It may also ?e~entioned that it should not be necessary, aoc?rding 
to Lieutenant-Commander Becker, to pay the full charter price as an:-in­
demnity, for while the BARDALAND is tied JlP at Piraeus, -t~-ownex:s of 
the ship should have economized on certain items, such as fuel and insur-
ance. 

· In view of the fact. that Stockholm ca~]JI, No~ 171.4 of May 16, stated 
that the BARDALAND charter to the S.,edish :Red cross cost between 3,000 
and 4,000 kronor a day, it is recommended that the attached cable be trans-
mitted to Stockholm. 

I· disous~ed this wholE! que13tion again with Lieutenant-Command~r . 
Becker who agrees with the second sentence of the second pa!agraph of the 
attached cableo -

. ----------.---'-..............-·-~-

.lc . '·· 



• 

J1117 25, 1944 

1 Mr. Friedman 

I 14. J. f&ark8 

1lE 1 Indemnity Claim for the S. S. BARDALAliD 

Reference is made to my me1110 of June 22 concerning the aama subject 

matter. 
· 

SWeden cable, No. 2688 of Juiy 20, now indicates that the SO,OOO 

kroner figure previously mentioned in S.eden cable, No, 2120 of June 13, 

was intended to be only the first inetallment. 'l'he later cable etates 

that the preliminary estilll!lte of the fUll indelllllity claim now totals 

106,730 kroner, 61, and that the ntotal cwsts are not likely to exceed 

120,000 kroner." · 

It wlll be recalled that the BARDALAND wae tied up in Piraeus 23 

day11. It w1ll be recalled further that Lieutenant-ColiiiiUider Beoker 

stated that any price up to 86 a dead-weight ton per month would be a 

fair charter price tor a ship 1~ the BARDALAND. 

At $6 0: dead .... eight ton, the BARDALAND charter price would be 3,750 

kroner a day or 86,250 kroner tor 23 days. At $5•«1 a dead-weight ton, 

the BARDALAND charter price would be 3,500 kroner a day or 80 1500 kroner 

for 2.3 days. At 1061730 kroner for 2:3 day1.1, tlla charter prioe of the 

BARD ALAND would be 4,640 kroner a dq or a traction more than $7.42 a 

dead-weight ton per month. At 120,000 laoner for 23 daye, tm1 charter 

price for the BA!IDALAJID would be 5,:117 la011$r a dq or a traction lese 

than $8.35 a deed4e.1ght ton per montb. 

It may also V. mentioned that it should not be necessar.y# accordtes· 

to Lieutenanto<l0111l118nder Becker, to pay the fUll charter price as ~n­

demnity, for while the BARDALA11D is t.iecl up at Pir~~.eua, the owner• of 

the ship 11bould have ecOllOIIiaed oa ftrtid.D iteu, sUch as fUel and itlNl'• 

ance. . 

In view of the raot that Stockholm cable, No. 1744 or May 16, stated 

that the BAllDALAIID charter to the S!ledieh Reel Crose cost between 31000 

and 4,000 noner a daJ• it itt :reeoliiUI8nded that 'U1e attached cable be tran•­

mitted to Sto~holm. 

I dieousaed thia whole question apin with LieutellllllWOilll!lUier 

a.clter who aereee td th the second sentence ot the Mecm4 parapapb of the 

attached cable. · 



FROM: 

TO: aeoretary or state, Wash1ngtcn 

J\llf oo, 19~ ! ! •. ' 

NUMBER: 26BB 

" 0 a 
Following 1e no. 57 for ·the War Refugee Board. 

Tbe Swedish Foreign Office wae informed bJ.the Legation ot 

the Board's 1n~ent to withhold aotlon until the eubm1se1on ot 

final itemized BARDALAND ola1m as stated in Department•e oable 

of June 27, no. 1266, {no. 36 fro• wp&) and the Fore1Jn Office 

has renewed the reque~t for prelim1narJ payment ot eo,ooo 
Swedish ki'Onor or $20,000 after further d1eouts1on ~lith the 

owners. 'l'he BARDAL~D is expected to arrive e.t Gothenburg at 

the end ot the month and 1t 1e stated bf the owners that )etoJ>e 

that time a full 1tem1zat1on cannot be made but that tot&! 

costs asoe not likelJ to exceed 120,000 kronor. Tht ,..um1nary. 

est1mate as the home ott1oe made it comes to a total ot 

106730 kronor 61 and t• allow for ant pose1 ble but not ~~eo ted 

snv1ng below that estimate the prel1m1narr payment ot eo,ooo 
kronor is requeste4. 

DEC! .ASSIFIED 
State Dept .. Letter, Hl-72 . -~ 

:a; R. H. Pafk.s Date-$.JL18 19/L 
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:::::.:·::,::: :0:· :;.,, ,h.r~':~;~~~~:::d 
possibilit? of reopening with Ger~~~~-"-ol' 
safe conduct for BARDALAND (as proposed in Department's 

1213 June 16, 10 p.m., being War Refugee Board cable 
:! ;;; S: 27') on basis of assurances that refugees would not 
r+ro 

be taken to Palestine, 

JT iYTD 

··-~""'·--

JOHNSQN 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1,11.72 

By R. H. ParkB Date.21£_1l< 1972 

--------------~----"-----------.:..- .. ~ 



__.Jo- I :\~ 7fXL.. ~ ~~ ~ DEPART!~~NT _,.. OUTGOING . 1)1VISION OF"'L{,__ oF;~tributi <"''tr·utT~ LEG R A ,_/111
;' (~ '. COMMUNI CATIONS 

STArf.aainc; rm'fi. ~Y spEc!Lth. •vt; p.m. AND RECORDS 
arranc;a:u:n'G., ··1) 

i 
il.l''!LEGATlON, 

i 
STCCKHpL.l.~ 

1348 ~ 

~--""~M";., ~TROL ~OPY I U:VI:C,l0i'l OF ! 
. . 

i 
l 
! GUIYii\'iUI\J!CAT!fJNS 

i'HB1 er.~l~Ngrk~·fJ.i_OS_._j 

i' ~: ~[· i Please refer to you;;. 2311~ of June 26 concDrn1ng the re-
"',., r 

o .. o ening or. the Be.r-de.lanc1 sr.t:="·?>conduot quen';icm. 
QJ 0 0 
Ul ,..; 

~ E ,~ The Board feels Btl"ong~~.;r that all poen1b~LL:L tles 1"ol'.' 

""' ...., .o taining a German safoe-con:l·Jct should be GXhe•.!iSte(l, as 

huroan lives hang in the be.hnoe. Therefore. 1t W)llld ·be 

much appreciated if the 81-.redieh Government l•rould te.ke the 

action eliggeeted '·n our 1213 of' June 16. 

Please convey the iioartle s appreciation for Beoheme.n e e 

understanding and coopepat1ve att1tudeo 

WRB:MMV:OMH 
7/6/44 

NOE 

HULL 
~GIJ3) 

.3/cn . • NE 

.DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept, 'Letter, 1-li-?ll 

By R. H. Paxks:Date SFP. 1 R 1972 



' -~ ''"' : ,-, ·, ' 

O.ABI.lil fO HIIIS'lBll JOBIIBOB, STOOIHOLM, SODM, ROJC l'HB WAR Jl!IJWD lOAD 

Please refer to ;rollS' 2316 of 11U18 26 ooaoend.q the reopealq of the 

lar4aland aate-oonauot ~·•tloa. 

_ ~. Boal'd feell atroqlr that all polsf.llllUtee for obtallllDC a hnaa 

lafe-aonituot eho'Dl4 be Ulul'lllte4, as hau U.Yee ...._ ln the llalalloe. 

Therefore, lt would be neh APJ)reolatel lf tile lhre&tlh GoYernUJlt vo'Dl4 tan 

the aotlon sugge1ted ta our 1213 of l.ae 16. 

Please oonTIJ the Boal'4'e appl'eotaUoa for loll .... '• W&lleretandlq 

aad oooperatlve attltnae. 

fhb 11 WD Oable to StooJdaola ••· :rz 

10:45 ~.m. 
June . ~9, 19.44 · 

Mi~;Jil 1 Qh8uncetY-(tor<the Sec'y) Abrahalnson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, laughlin, 
IA:l~se~p.wm, s,tew&rt, Central Files~ Cable Control FllesiiEcLAssiFIED 

~• •. ····-~.~ ----~-6. _.· · .. ·.114 State Dept. Letter, l~t?2i R i972 IJW111 'tt) ~ . . __ - . : By R: :f!:. Parks Date...:..-- , ·. 
'---



/ ~ 
DIVISION OF --oEPART~~NT . . OUTGOII\JG 0 2~0M)VWNICATIONS 

s~:i'E· c:: . . TELEGRAM .m. AND RECORDS 
. . x-~mconent ... 

~ .. _ . ., ••• ,.,.. : .. ~;J:~::;i.P1JBN l?hlft~ 
AM!.<GATION, • ./UN2;iJ:; 1 rv-pB!r~J . 

smoKHcLM. , ' ''·L·· ;·'"'" ' v /u{4 
1"''51( •} ' 

The.,'.tiable balo~.- h fox> Johnoon;-'iw .. stl fl"Om Wal" Refugee 

BOEti'd and I'Eit'llif'S to S·to~kholm 1 s 2120 Of June 13 r~gard1ng 

pro11m!nal'y claim or, ao.ooo krone:r presented to ~·~dioh 
For•e3.gn 0f1"1ee by O•·•>'lGN1 of BA."tDALAND •. 

Sinc0 only a preliminary estimate or i~demn1t;r due 

o...n!rlll ot' !MRD.II.Lil.ND 13 PZ'Illl!lented by them ng.,.,, the Board 

h •·•itllholding alfltil.'b'l \Hltil BUbmis!lion Of final 1 tem1zed 

cl&im;, 

WRB: Ml-iV :I{G . 
e/2"1/44 S/CR NOlil 

HULL 
(GLW) 

N!: 

·DECLASSIFIED 

~tpept.Let;ter, 1-11-7!1 . si 
197

2 • 
By'R. H. Parks Dare~l-
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Ilea .. l'efu to 70111' 1110 of hae 13 oouuatq pre1Wfta17 olala of 

10,000 JQtoao~ pJeteatel br owaere of hr4a18114 b heU6 Jorel,p Oftloe aa 

aa eetbau of lD4Mil"7 4u tor oliu'h~ hll't, tt.-.a'• WU' )oau ul WU' rlek 

tU\U'aaoe -...· pmot IU'4a1ut ,.. Utt 11p at '"' .... • oa Vu &efucee Jou4 
aeptl&tlo ... 

Ia 'tltv of taot that •••• et ,_Wad II&Te on17 pl'eehte4 • 

pnl~ ••U•te ot lateau,. 4v.e thea, we lh&ll wUhho14 &Otloa uUl 

.. .lbal&t .. bet ow. ... tallalttel. 

10:15 a.m. 
Ju11e 27, 1944 

Hiss Gha. uncey·· .(for the Sec 'y) Ab:rahamson~ Cohn, DuBcFi~i Friedman, 
L ... e sse,:r, Nanl\ .. •· $tewart, Central FJ.1es, Caole Control 1 es 
MIJbbll a 6t2?/" · . 

/ftM 'l(tt. J . 

Hodel, laughlin, . 

\ 
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AND RECORDS STATE 

KEI'.'I-183 
Distribution of true: 
rEnding only by spe:cial 
arrangmmt. ( £• U) 

SECrEtary of St~te: 1 

Washinr;ton. 

Stockholm 

Da.te:d JunE 26 104"-

. R<c •dttmffinth:coPY 
-" , __ ··~; 

.,.; .,·. ;.t 

..... ~;- . ;. -~-~ ! ftf~ 

BohEnan told me: in r e:ply to a quEstion"'piJ.rsuant to 

De:partmmtls 1213, June: 16, 10 p.m;. (WRB cable: ~7) that 

he: is willing to sound out the: Ge:rnnns again -in re:gard 

to thE BARDALAND along the: line:s of the:. D.e:rar11me:nt Is 

tElEgram undEr rEfErEncE; He: bEliEVES hovn;:·v~~ that W£ 
' . ~ . 

are: unde:r gmuine: misappl'.fi.hms'ion·a.s' to t}l~·Ge:rman rEasons. 

The:sE rEasons hE thinlcs· ape: 

of Ge:nnan occupiEd 

contrary . to 



Xour 1066 of J\mG l4t Nge.rcU.l\! pPOepeoto of px>oeurtng 

V0es&la from ~J'k1ah Gove~nt to ovaouat@ rotos•os t~a 

»alknn-·POl"ta to lotanlntl 111ghl:r gra.U:t'Jlng to Board. The 

moat pr@mis1t~ likelihood of braakins ~~ pre1ent Bhipping 

bo-ttloneok QPPfti.U'8 to be oftol"8d 1ihttl>el'IJ'. _ 

wm in:t'ol!'mtd JOU in our 6~ of Juno 16 or tho :B%'1t11h 
' 

Foreign otCloo op1n~on tha\ a. ae~tled Goa-man polior of retua-_, . to -
1ng to taeUs.tatt 'b" naeuaUon of J~-e ·i'~i l'Qleat1ne 

prompted too ~l!trman "fueal to· ~ant a. oa.fe conthlo~ to t~ 

BARDAL.MID. Wi ..l'e(lulisted M1nht~r J'olu'lson, e:.o rou ~fill l!'eoall, 
. . - : . 

Oil the .a,SS'I.U."al\00 tO tbe 68~8 tl'lt.~• ~be· )oeftzt;e~elil .3V&Clla.ted .. ·~ . . . . . 

can the l.lUtDA181.ND oeO".tld 'b9 taken ts>om .. 'ruf>li!J ~~ ~von'l!l ot 
' - . . 

refUge othfixa, than Psl.est11t.~ • to a~'!i t~u St-7Gdisll ~o,-e~@nt . 
. . . ..- _-_,_. __ 

&ga1n to t&ke _up t~.e qllMtiOil ,o_f' a eet! anttdutilt <>4t~)he'-JI-~ 
Gt'Vtirn~nt. ·;tt :S,~ ~est_a4; 1n :t.1n'/~~tll···:tlde ioett"et\lfto·· 

~~lui~~n.!;: that.»'ou···~~·ii#;·.~~~~~~s;~~9.Y~f~~~ .. ~;;a~~.~: 
condt:tot tor ~e~,,Al\~ tiocm (JQn•~aN:Gt -~ 8: ~xol;J.i!lfj)t~!>t, u·t~ 

' 
I 

, I 

•! _:_ ·: ·- - · .- .--·--- ·- - -.:--· -:- '- ---. ,- :- - :- -•. :.:.~·-:·-·- ;, : .-::_, .. , ;,_- ··: . : _":• . . -,.·.,~(. ; - ·; _ -_:c _· _· ~: ~-C;; '_- -~-- ·.; •. -:o· -:. -~--- -:.· .:-o"- -_, _, ""-' __ -· -·_ -.. : 

·.td.;_i ;!ii'{~~~~~;:~~ii·~~~~~~~~§~~~~/~tt'~~~,J·J~~I~~~~·. • .· · ... · ~<·•··· . 
. : IJ#ii~,_~·-·~~~ .&~~~~tifJt"'ae\;;:~~z;th;~~~-g~i>~!~~~~f~:;2~,; t~Af•:~! ·" · · :. · 

, " ' < ' '" J ' < ..4~~;;~~;,~ft ',1 
~~t)~;{JCLci~~~~t'ftJ~~~;;- T.. ;·~;·:~f~,~--- ·. _ fJ -~,. 



.. ;.·. 

-2- ,~~56Bh Jun11: 23• 7 p~l'l•• tn .~.\'tlroN o 

u~ upon the aawra.noe to the Gorman ~owe:rnment that aftJ 

Jevleh retvgeea.evaouated on the TARl would not be removed 

·. trom 'l'Ui-keJ to ·Pale aU~ bat to other baYene ot ntuge. 

HULL. 
~GilVl) 



a 
fhe BOU"4 h hlchl.T ll'&tlfle4 1t7 ;you 1066 of hae 1a. ooaoeratq the 

pro~peote of obtalniJia •••••le froa the ivJdlh Clo?erlll!lqt to naoaate 

l'efu&"• froa lalkan porte to latubal. !hie app8U'e to offer the aen 
pl'oalelq ll.tllllo04 of bl'ealliJia the pl'eaat lhlpplq bottleuOk. 

rn VUl l'eoall that ill OU' 531 ef l'lllle 16 VI &4Ylee4 70U of the ll'ltlu 

lol'eisa Offloe oplaloa that the hnlu l'efull&l. to put a eat ... aondaot for tU "" 

I&JIPU,.dJ •• PI'OIIIJite4 b7 a eettle4 hl'llall po1lo7 of l'efuelq to faollUate 

the OYaCU&Uoa of lfltle to Pa1eetlae. You wlU reaa11 further tbt we retuetel 

IU.atnv lohnna to alk the 8ve411h lo?vameat to tllke "' acata the tultloa 

of a eat .... oadaot with the hraaa hYihlleat oa the atevaaoe to .the hl'llalle 

that the l'et\tpet OT&euate4 oa the IAIDiftAD Wft14 \e takea fr• SWJce, to 

ha?ene of l'efu&e other thu Pa1eettae. Ia llae with thle re~eet to Mtaltter 

lohneoa, U h ncgeeted that lf lt will aot (l'ep~Lilot) tatwtero vt.t!l 7tv 

oftorh to obtala a llllcarS.. lafe-ooaklt- .. eet forth 1a 70~ 91J1 of Rq 2.3 

7ft Naew 71V efto•t• to o'btata a ..._ .-f~ai.Ut for the tAU tr• 

Ooaetuea to a 111Ql411a pert, We ts• 'llpoa the aeevuee to tb "­

hnl'JUIIent that .., levt.• l'etqee, .,...., .. oa tho IAU 'lrh14 \e taba fr• 

fvb7 to ha..._-ot ••ht• eUler thaa Pa1eet1ae~ 

tJale le aa f'lable to .Aal:ara ••·-..ZL· 
*************** 
.Tune 22, 1944 
10:30 a.m. 

CO: Miss Chauncey !for the Secretary), Abrahamson, 
~ • ._fts•hill, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 

-~, Hodel, Laugb,J.in, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, 
Central Files, Cable Control Files. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

· . · SEP 18 1972 By R. H. Parks Date----.... . 



TO J. 1'1. Pehle 

FROM 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

·.DATE June 22, 1944 · 

He; PreliminaJ.''' inC:.emni ty claim of SO ,000 kro'10r 
against the \'{ar Heft16CC Eociri:l for the :2ard.ala~u:: ... 

Ca"ule 1"Jo. 2120 dated. June 13, fro:o ~tocJr •. hob1, indicates that the m·rnen; 
of thP Berde.land have nrPsentec\ to the (h:cdish Foreign Office a pr<!.iminary 
cl,:: "f 30,00) :.::~0nor ($1<:;,!11 ~ ~· •:t-·e official rate of .2336 cents) asainst 
t:K \"iar Refugee :'3oard as ind.E>rni'.it;' for the time J.cct • .. :hile the Bardaland 
we.s tied un in Piraeus on ~lar Refut;ee Board negotiations. 

Technically it may be a:r·,sued, as pointe<i ucet b;y i<inister j"ohi'.eon to 
the S~l8dish Foreign Office, th.o.t the ~ie;,: RefU5ee 3oard is I'.Ot liE.ol.e for 
an indenmity inasi.1P.teh as the Boc.rd onl~ asree.<l to asswne responsibility for 
the :Sa:r-o.B.ll"nd charter costs from tlce time that the si:ip put into Is-::sntul 
for i~C'fi t~iP5 \•Ji th .~assenger accom.::ocL'~.:..cns. Eq_ui tabiy, LlO\·:ever, it may 
1•ell be contended thc;t the Board is lia-ol3 ~r-asmuch as the :Saxd.~_land ~Ias 
tied up 23 db.ys in Piraeus (from l·Ie.y 18 to June 10) because of the refusal 
of l•iEW to accent notice of sailing, thic action bej_ng taken with the Board 1 s 
full ap-,roval: (State No. 3810 of Nay 12 to l-o!ldon). ·. 

Assuming tll&t ·.-Le boa:r·d Nould be •dlling to pay an indernni ty, the 
SO,OOO kronor claim 1•1onld be a reasonable one in the opinion of Lt. Comr·"ahder 
:Seeker of Wru: 5bij:ning Administr<,tion. Lt. Com'l'anrler Becker aJ::ised me thEt 
an;' rr·ice up to $6.00 a dead vreight ton per month l"lould be a fair charter 
price for a ship like the :Sarddand. .A.t 3500 kronor a day the price per 
dead \ifeight ton a month \·rou.lci be $5.GO, If the Eoaxd p&.id. the :Sardaland 
owners 3500 kronor a day for the 23 -days that the ship \'las tiecl up. in 
Piraeus, thia ···('·•ld amount to 30,500 kronor or approximately $19,200. 
Lt. Comman<ler Becker cor.sid.ers this a reasonable indemnity under the 
c~rcu.-nstances. 

In the li,;:;i:t of the above, it is m.v vie~J that ·the Board should agree 
to pay an indemnity· of approximately 80,000 kronor •. I suggest that a 
meeting 'Je called at ;"our conveni-ence so that this matter may be discussed. 

The attached cable 1;hich I have o.rafted to Stockholm in reply to l<o. 2120 
of June 13 avoids comrni tti-ng the \•lar Rsfugee Board for the time being. 

CC to J. E. DuBois and \ia:r•d Stewa.rt 



I. w. Pthle 

"· J ...... 

Oablt lo. IUD t.tt4 hat 1), fiooa ltoOlutlll, l.Utatet that the G1f1Wl'l 
of the hl'Wanl baYt netllllh4 \o tlt ...... . . . ll!h Jtrtl&ll Oftlllt a J~J•.lf.lll~ 
ow- ot 110•000 ••••• Ul9,o'll at the offtea.l •••• d .&316 ••'-) ap&a-' 
.. , ........... lou& .. lalteltl' , •• ''- .... lot\ .. 1. the htklul 
.. \let., ........................ JoU'J ........... . 

lecdulltalll U .., h ••• •• plillll\.0. out \J Nlat.eter John-.on to 
the SYelllh fotelp Oflloe, tht the w_. Jt__.e Joar4 le rsotlt.abi.e for 
u ldtllllUF bal'hlb at tbe JloP'4 t-"7 .Pte& •• ••--• ~llltt.lttt ,.., 
t1le la\-W...4 ~,_. coat• frfll \h8 ,...., .. \!Ia, tb8 ii~p "''late. z.-..w 
lor • .,.,,..,., wt.tl ,.,...., .... t~~Ut&t.ttoat,. -.uua-.tr, bow•• lt..,. 
vel\ ·11• oo-.tn4t4 t~t 'he ~ · t.t llab\t I!Ml~1l at tb• Jathlad vae ''t& 1IP 23 ._,,,· Ia Pit,.. U'fot* .,.., U to I. \q) 'tttt,e.u••-•t the "'~ 
tf 1dlf to ••ept •o.•t•• of ~'1"'1', · tblt ao.~loa.::'"-lM t~'!n wf4tb the loal'4'• 
Ml -~· (State lo. SAO of t!aJ' 12 ~~ lionti~~'i11;)). 

Alrpltla'··· :t=.-!. t'tf• har4 wql. 4 ._ ..... ~lti.a to -. . .... td-.at.•r·"·'·.· ·. ·. .· 
10,. IIUftOI' . . . . •• ·\f a 1'ta--~'le 6Ql~; ~ opJ,at.-. ot t.t• CtM&a4.• 
............. · .. ef. v..-_ 'b!!P·$U· .· ... · ........ _.. ''.'."'•. tl···.' ft .. t•. 01'!1 .. : IS.~ ll...,__ .·. · ..... · .• ~~.... --. t . 
•."'.· .. '" •. to. •"·Ob., •_4M4_ ..... _vellk. ·.· ~ •--.- •.· ·tm··· -.'".--~.-.· .·· " .. \e. · .• ' . . *'". ..,_ .. •• trlt:~• ff# a ~P '1 .. tli.J~. ,&\ ..B09 _,..,.._ • lq tP ~ Jll!f 
•tat. v•lll'' tea a ao.-tbJJ~_,t\t Q.;Go., Jt•t~~t.1W4Dl4 the..,._.,._ 

· ·· ·. ·. JM _, • ·... · wtw-.._ n ww •• · _...1\t •• "" · ··• sa =::.. ...... :.:.·~--· .. < .............. :~.:. ....... ;:¢QO. 
J.ti 0..-..d,.u Jle$k.,- .OIJ8ldtrl' \ble A l'eAIG~'ll ,..._,., ....... ftie . .,......... . ·· ... • .. ·.· .. 

• Ia. \!I.e 1 .. \ of_.,,. a~, f.\ ••• •::eti~ •~\~• .J~( -'01114 ..,.. 
,, - (IJl ~·· ~f··,&pj)i"'--'*"''"·QQO •. l ....... , ••.• ad\"" '• ealltiA)~~~ ·~~~-;•~;·~': .. _ .. _ ... .., .. .,<_, \tnu.....-. 

... ,;.. ., ... , ..,\tt11h1.A a.,.. bi.f\414< ·· ' ••· .... b • ,_. •• a..mo 
ot ....... ,.,. ....... tt_ •• -...~~·.1t'•·a,~~~ . .· t(# \h. \lllil!ltelfll. 

- j~.! ' -<~:-:. ~·:, -,,: 

·~ 



L. 

,---
\ 

lN.\ has nnw b>'i!®n l!'fJC01Vttd that the Gji!me.ne have refused 
v 

L----~t~ grant a :3&1'13 eontluot to'r th~ lMJtDAIARD to en&ble b~r to 

~v~.~t.ta.te retv.~~ee (Emb&auJ 0S 380'1'. l~eJ 12, l p.m., and 

pHwbu for Wax> Refugee Do~4). Fonign otf'1ce states 
v' 

that 1 t 1e avttlllld Ueri!IIM!l polier to 11'efuse in ever7 war 
t~ f&e!lit~te t~~ e•acaat1on of Jowa to Palestine and that, 

tba~fo~, thore deem not aeem to be &nrthing further wbioh 

~r.tn ~~~ dor~.tt in thiB pal"ticular. caso. Unless ~ar Refugeti 

Board ex.premaea urgentl7 their di$app1~Val, Br1t1sh 1nt~n4 

to accept notioe ot . 6a1l1ng of BJ!l\l'IALI\NJl from Pir>t.t~\Ul June 10 

UNQJ,iOfE. 

'!'he. NP17 to London 'A'hleh wae rep!t~te4 to you as no. 11~.4 

ot June 9 was· 1am~d1ately di~patohed by tbm Board. The Board 

not~~. etter rcae1pt and oona1derat1on :ou~ 2009, that German 

rafQeal of eafe eonduot tor DARDALAND not (repeat not) 
.aU~1bute4 

DECLASSIFIED . 
. St~ie Dept. }.etter, Vlk7ll-

- .. __ •: _· ~ ~-~-~"~..:~ ___ .. ,.-~~--O--·-··- . -~:-,--~--JJr.IJJ.~~~~~na~~f:J> -ts.~:"-_1_97"'""2~---~-------'~-



.nil:!Wibu'l:()d to Garmen :pa:Uo1 ot t>lillUs!n~ to f'M1l~\;:y,te tho 

GlVo>!l".Jii\tion to PalflaUne of the J9~. The bo.BitJ ot ;.:'a 

Eoard'n ~aply tc the ~abl~ fPOm Winant ~ao of ceurss t~ 

mppSI•ent vie'!? ot ~~ho Drit!eh Foreign Ot'fiM :reg~ing tllh 

~~ ~he Bom~d. beeaus* ot opinion ot B~1t1sb Forai~n 

Office. dem1rem 7ou to di0~8e with 5wodish GoYernmant 

poss1bil!'l:;r ot reo~ning with <l·ll!l"f!ans thG m&t'ii(ll' ot ;~ate 

conduct tor the BARDALAND on ba~i~ ot aeaQr~e0s ~1oh ma~ 

be ginn Germane tllat i'&t'agtJes G?a>matl'td titltn•eon· '11111 not 

(~p0at not) bo taken to Pale~tine but 'o hav~ns of retug& 

~lm®wbere. ~l~ Board's oonv1ot1on that ~J poaaibilttr ot 

o'btaJ.fting a. mate oondt.tot ahuuld not be loot llitU>dY be4'!aiA&$ 

of intended destination or the T07Aill all<mld be oxpl&~nt~t4 

to the &wedioh Government as the reason tor th1s additional 

r«tqueet. Other refugee baveru1 can and will N round 1t the 

~rman retueal ia based almplJ upon the1~ opposition to 

taking refQgoea to Paleet1ne. 

-The ettorta Ybloh the Government ot Sweden and ~· 

Swedhh Red Oroae have bosn malting ln ~his matt&r at-e 

~reatlv ap~reciatod. Tho reaults of ·•our conv~raati~ne on 
"' " - -llllOI.U.Cl 

0 

this subject 4m be rep~ted proJSptl)'. 
'MIUI : ~: IG - MOl: . 80 -.,.!Y.,~ HE 
~~« . ~>-

A/ I ~ V1 . _/ 

·~---------,--·--· 
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JilT 12, 1944 
101--' a.m. 

•lease l'efer to your llo, 2009 of lae ' l'eprdlnc the II IAUAUII. 

l'l'lo..- \o the •HOelpt of rov oa.ble br tlae War Betqee loaM the followta, 
W \tea ••oelft4 \r the Jou4 troa Ala'baata4.or 1tbaat la haldt 

~- ltt.,eaoe la 11!14e herewith to .. ._..,.. e ea\le of ..,. ·u, 
lo. 38B7, ·-~ ~e'rl4IWI, tor the War Jlofqeo to.4. · 

the •'-•11 Jau .tuat , .. bfoi'Jiol. lr7 ._ lonlQ Oftloe tlaat 
wo1r& bat 'lea l'eoeift4 UY tat ttl.e hntaaa ban ref\'&ltl to pal a 
..,..,.. .... , fer t1ae hDALAQ to aa\b htl' to ......._ "'-"•· 
" h etatd 'F tllo ltl'oip Offlee tbat tt b MUd .. ,... pollq 
to,.,.,. b.,...,..,. to taollltate the ft'aou.\lea of leve to 
faletUU ul that, thuefore, tlauo 4oet aot . .., • .,. to 'be ..,_.., 
fV\hU' that aaa 'lie ctoae t.a thla epMlfll ..... lb 1JiU4 bten4 
te uo.,t aotloe at ..Sltq of ,._ IP8GAD fw• f&r .... oa hae 10, 
ulep tile War &efecee luif. vcettr itQl'81 .. 1 \htbo UIIIPPI'Oftl. 
VJQ.Von. 

llae Wu .. ,..._ lout laii.Uatetr 4l~Jate!&e& to haloa tll.e l'ep\7 wUO 
vaa repoatll to 8toollb111 u le. tt • IJI.e War Jlohc" load 
Jsaa aow l'eoelft4 aat\ ooatlttl'e4 rou Jro. 1001· lt,. ll note4 hat rov Oa'tlle 
loet aot <•••• aot) attrt••• the...._.,._. .. ., tlle ut .... oabot fol' tlto 
IDI.aLAJIJ te a Genaa poll., ot relutla& to taoU.Mtte tM f\'&Oiatloa of lew• 
to fdettlae. ~ 8PP*l'•t .a.w of tllo IJ'lth• l!ll'ilp Oftt." wltb l'e.,.ot tt 
We aatteJ' .., ot • ._,. the bale of tb.e Wu ..,.... .._ ••• Hp1r to Ult 
.Ule ............ add ...... 

Ia 'fl• of tlle lr&u.- •••• Oflltt O.llb.~oti U.e hart, ..,., • ._ ..... 
to tll.t .SUq ef tilt J.PDAhn tr• ,..,...,,Vn'l4 llb to'4 to .. eft.lil wltla 
lt&e heUall ......._., ••• P•ll•~•n•tr o1 ...- ...._ 11p tllt .... ., of • 
eat .... o_dut for t)l.eiAJI»AWP ...... _. ~~ 1lpd tll.t \aele of ••..,•••• wtllu..,- .~ .... te •• ..._ • .._, ••'-•• ...... , .. •• ••~AU.wlt· wlll 
\e tllkd ,,_ ~- to _., ot ...,_. •W~w ttaa tat .. ts-.. tn ellou14 
._,_~~ l!AJlt ...... 1tPUht ·-• '\IJI r-..oa toJ' thh aWtlollal tet:Gett 
11 th• Yb Jtfqet ~4'!J. o~'tletl• U.t • ,. • .--..u~tr of olJt.._ • .,.,._ 
••..._.. ae\d.t aot k:lol!t~. •~tt ~· of th• lt.lt~a.& ti1Uaat1oa ot tU 
........... -...:.'~••· ~~ tha) " ~· ~-~-·· , ..... llliaplt •• ·'"*" oppotl.~!u tt ...... ,~ tt·t.tJitth.e .. ._ .. .,.,... ha., ... • 
ut .-u '' ,... .. - .:' .. 
...,.':f::==tr;.l::r:J~~~'1.1,.'QI.Itf:•J:!':aft:,~-· ot 

,.._.. ..,.. ••. u ....,.t.t.J:•• It&• ._..,, •. tf rou· toAm',.tto•• 01a thta •1m. 
taxa u • CABtli to nllHOIB w. ttl . 

Or11 . r .. ,\k • ,,10/'144 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

TO War Refugee Board June 16, 1944 

FRoM: Mr. Borge Hansen-Mo11er 

GERMANX
1 
FOilS RED QROSS PLAN TO LIBERATE JEWlliH GHILDfiE~ 

l:iTOC.KHOLM, June 8 (By wireless) 
The German government has re~sed to sanction a plan by 

which a swedish steamer, the "Bardaland," was to have been used 
under Red Cross auspices to transport a number of Jewish children 
from Gonstanza in Ruman]!, to Istanbul in neutral Turkey, the 
Stockholm daily, ~ ~. today reports. The plan has 
been under way for some time and at first the Swedish authoriti~ 
were unablrJ to provide a ship, but when the 11 Bardaland, 11 which 
had been under charter to the International Red Cross for the 
relief work in Greece, was replaced by the 11 Boreland11 of the 
same line, the Swedish Government backed the proposal, only to 
be met with a refusal in Berlin. Oonsequently, the 11 Barda-
1and11 is now on its way baok to Sweden empty. 11The conclusion 
is inescapable," writes ~ Nvneter. 11The Germans did not 
want those children to be saved." 

Source: The AmericanLswedish News 
RELEASE NO. 169 
June 14, 1944 

Exchange, Inc·. 
7 
' 



-----, 

tmva ask~·d .Jolll·mon. in v!\.tt•"' ot thit~ ;s'l;ateMnt .l.ftd ,,f s1a1lai' 

pn.11rt weot·1v~~d t!'umoMJ, to lr'litqUUt Sw$'-'!l.I.Ut Govev1\lt\en" aga!n to 

approach 'Ch~l Gen~avtn fo:r 11, aattJ conetuot. acmz.l'i~ the b:ner 

that zoeh.gtH>•fil G"VQ.C\I&tilltS'• on. the BARPJ.i.!..n,NJ) woul!Y. bG '!'OIIO'nd 

fli'OIIl '1\lrh'IJ ney'i~ {repeat not} to Palr~mtine bu~ to other havenfl 

of !l'efugll• • 

l"'e Ell'lfl O(Jnv1no4ld tbat qj:Ml!' ba'Wens of refug4ll ·'3an and 

0\ir.Jt be fou~d by tbill United Statr~o and British OoY<trnments if 

Gorman l'tlf'l.lr>.nlt! oll' sall'e condul!lt e.re actuallJ bamed on oppoG1~ 

. tio~n to t~vawaUon of' rah@;~08 to Pal.eot1ne. Tto® above aoUc>:n 
. or · · 

111 taken ao tba~ aocuwmo:r ~ sta.tetl!Onte made roega.J'd1118 

Ge:rman atUiiUde ma:r bo nt~©ortatned. The fJARIAIU..WD lett 

int'oll'll!atlon. 
HUU.. 

~~~!lssiFIED · SEP 18 1972 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11~7.B .... 

---~~ --. _..............,~~-----~-------=---
__,_.,.....=· ·=h=_BY ~2~~!~,•,-P"~':. ~u "-~~ J.~:i-.. 
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---·----- ... _. ... --..uu .. ..., .. , nni\.1\A~ 4Ul'\n£t.l.• 

Please refer to our S00 ot June 2 concerning proposed 

charter of "BARDALAND". 

l•e have been a<lvieea by both Alllbaea&dor Yiinant in Lonaon 

and I.\iniater Johnson in Stock.llolm that the GeJ'l!IBil Oovel'lllllel'lt ·baa 

flatly refuaea to autborizo uae of t.he "BARDALAND" for refugee evac~u-

ation. Brit.iah I<'oreisn Oftieeltasl indicated t.o our llmbaeey in 

London the opinion that the Gtmnsn retueal iu pro111ptea bf a aett.led 

Oeman polloy of refusing in an,y WIJ3 t.o faciUtat.e the evacuation of 

Jews to Paleatine. In view or tbie et.e.tti!Mftt and Pl. aimU&r I'UIIOJ'e 

swedish Government to again appNaoh the Oemana foao a safe conduct, 

auuring the Gel'lll8lle thnt refugees .vacuate4 on the 11BARDALAND" 

would be taken from Turkey where they would be lamlecl to havens of 

refuge other than Pal~et.i.ns. 

It 1a o11r conviot.ion that. if Oeman relllMl• ot ute-oonduot 

are aotuell¥ bas.a upon oppoei Uon to evacuation of ref\&geee t.o 

Palestine pthar llavena ot retuge can and 1111at be tllllllll b7 the Unitecl 

Statea and Bl"1tieh IJovemlllellta. \.The PIQ'poae of the uwe action is 

t.o aacertaln the acCUI'ao;r or the at.at-t.a that have bMD 111&48 con­

cerning the OeJman attitude. 

Otar lateat. 1ntormatlw 1e that the "IARDALAIID" lett Pil'aeue 

on June 10\h. 

'ftd.a S.. 11RB Caltle t.o ~ He. __ ..,.;c:f&...__, 
DECLASSIFIED 

.State Dept. Letter, 1•11·72 

By R. H. P,;,_ks Date.lill8 1972 
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2120, J ~ne l~, 2 p-.'ifrt·· ~.:._--.... ·. 

~ ~--~ of BARDALAND _have presented a preliminary 

claim of 80,000 kronor to Swedish Foreign Office 

as an estimate of indemnity due them for charter 

hire, seamans war bonus and war risk insurance 

during period vessel ·was tied up at Piraeus on War 

Refugee Board negotiations. This our No 30 FOR 

wRB. Foreign Office appears to feel that settlem~nt 
-~~-
\ ~ ~ \ 
\ ·\\ '~\ 

-;l" .... 
~ ~ · advised that original.instructions or WRB contemplated 

'.'".!>~~.~ \ that charter and other .costs of veseel would be 

·, ~ ; \ '\assumed When and if vessel arr:l,Ved at, Istanbul for 

· ~ ..- .. ,efugee Of6rationf;l •. 
•]: j5 
cr ro .'-
_____________ . 

by WRB would be reasonable and the problem is referred 

by this Legation without recommendation or prejudice. 

Foreign Office was advised that tpis office was 

JOHNSON 

EDA ~H 

•. _ .· DECLASSIFIED ·_ . -
.-State I)ept. Letter, 1,11;72: -.- -.. 

;. ~i~R. Ii~~k~'n,;f; ·se:i> J 'ir.)87a·, L ~- · 



,. .... ,.. ·--· 
l''AfH :1\A"i; L}f' Til <::O!U·' •:'lttlf 

Amerloan Wlllb,,qer, London OJt;:O.)J 
I;" \C~ Jc· U" 

necHtt~AI'I' or 5\ste, >1u.ll:•lncton .:1 JJ .1;: '· ·' 

.Tuite l() , v· ~ 4 

.. "x ei> c :.n '::1 v.uL ~.· 

IIEW M\d 11dll11'l\ltJ b~t-f(J 1n.t'01'1MU'l ~he li:Nb!UfiJ th~t 

t::.,lny fl""lll f'l rlltnl• \h BMI.t•l.t.MlD 11a1led. Depsrtment 1 t 

oab.le '1i' June 9, w•. 4194 wae nC)t rece1Yed unt1 1 t.'111 "' 

BUel'ftOOD 1111d tn•.-eto" 1 t ~u too late tc atop tho 

~-1.1111(&. 

wo hAYG d1eoueaed in detail vtth tne foreign Ott1oe 

tt1e ;.'!;)U1bllU1ee of eotabllen1q other refugee ?.lttYone u 

llll&tt\lene4 in \lHJ f4epal'1teent 1 1 CD;blo under roftn•enoe. 

(ltef•H' to f-m:bRUt•s o&blu t1atod .J\lae 7 1 !ioR. 45&6 ~nd 

4('>1>'1). Rowevor, tn••• matttu•a t411 hpln be dUeuutu\ 

01 t~o F0b~tB¥ w1tb tne a~p~pr1ate !r1t1tb otf1c1ale 

&nll t.ue war RetQt•• Soan "'U tie kopt 1ntoR<etl. c.~ ~ ... e ... H'1. 

rg·.._g(lih£ son'\ to S'hottnol.lu HI · !l:a~aeq•~~ w.•usq• ot 

Ju.ne 10, l-9'44, ~a. a~ .. 

·DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. P-arka Date SEP 18 1972 
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FRON: Secret,;ry of State, Washington It. 

(' 
Amer1cFn V:mbeasy, London TO: 

June 9, 1944 

4591 --·L CJMTRDL COPY 
For J\!llb,,r.sa ;or \11nent, 

Plealle refer to your No. 4569 of June 7, War Refugee 

Boord urg~ntly requests that British do not accept not1oe 
./ 

of' Balling of S8 BAHDALAND from Piraeus, 

In v1elt of the appEn•ent belief of the Foreign Office 

tl.at tile refusal of a asfe-oonduet for the BJ\RDI\LAND ill 

bP-Iled upon a German policy of refuA1ng to facilitate the 

evc.cuat1on of Jews to PaleBtine, y-ou should request the 

s~~ed1sh Government at once to again approach the Germans for 

h safe-conduct for the BARDALAND tor voyages across the 

Bleck Sea from Rumania to Turkey, asr.ur1ng the Germans that 

ref~ees evacuated on the BARDALAND will be 11lken to havens 

of refuge other than Palestine. 

You should also diacuss with the British Foreign 0ff1oe 

the poas1b1lity of est&bl1eh1ng refugee:·havens other than 

Palestine to which refugees from the Balkans can easily be 

taken. It ie suggested that you specifically mention the 

poas1b111ty of taking such refugees to Cyprus, Tripolitenia 

ancl Cyrenaioa. The Preai4tnt has recently suggested that 

we explore the poes1'bil1t7 of using Cypl'US as well a's 

Tripol1tRn1a and OyrenaiB~tAs~0Presidenti has recently 
State Dept. Lettel·, 1'11-72 · 

· · SEP 18 1972 . suggeete~ that 
By "R. H. Parks Data--"--
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l 
\ 
\ 

03/i:'JJJ;; 

!1Ut?;tested tha.t ~'e expJore the pontlt~\~~,~~,u~~g Oyprua 

e e 1~e11 lli'J Tr1r>ol1 t<~nin end Cyrenaica A e a haven for 
tO Ll i'« (: VlUI.. ~>• · 

refugees. '"e feel strongly that If 'the German refueal of 

ePfe-conduct for refugee evacuation voyi>ges ocroPe the 

Black Sell 1B be sed upon their op,··oe1 t1on to taking such 

ref'ugeos to Palestine, the Brit1ah nnd American Governments 

should leRve no stone unturned in attempting to find other 

refugee havens. 

'l'he negotiations t>•i th the Swedish Government for the 

use of the BARDALAND have been handled by Ninister Johnson 

in Stockholm. However, we have received no word from him 

indicating that the Gel'IIJBns have denied a sate-conduct. In 

view of the time element involved, will you kindly advise 

.Jot-.ne--m of the action beipg taken by you. 

Please repeat to Legation 1n Stockholm. 

I 
STETTINIUS 

(Acting) 



./ 

fleaae refer w yov Bo. 4J59 of hao 7. W. bfu&u had vpatlJ' 
HQ.V.Oatl that ll'ltieh 4o not bepeat ut) aooept noUH of talllac of II 
IAlUIM.An 11'011 flftna. 

Ia new of tu appa'l'eat -.uol of the ~-•t.aa OftlH that the l"elual 
of a ote-ooatatt lOft tluii&RDAI!dD ll -. .... .,.a a aenaa poll., of l'efutbl 
to fael1l btt thl ft'alniA;\ioa of ltVI to Ja\tltilllt Jft aJaftU 1'1(4tl\ \1at 
lve4lth Go•msaeat at ouo to ept.a o,ppHatll tu ..,_., tor • ..,....., ..... 
for tho IARJMJ.AIJ lor .,.,..., &IN II tho ll&a Ita Ina au.at.a to Iuker, 
61avbc to Genaae tllat ••flcu• .,.....,.., oa tu·MlWJ,m vlll ~ 
to ....,.., Jf ••fwl• otl&u ._ lPelaetllat. 

ln. thn14 11111 4t.enee v&tk tu MUth ,...._ Ollt.oe tu poelllll\Ur 
of eeta'llllelabl ••1\11•• banal otlull' .- Pa1otUu to dltll .,.,.,.., II'• 
tu hlbat oaa tatf.lr 11o ta1da. 1\ 11 111Cttte4 tllat ,.. epoot.fltallF 
lltll\lta tile potat.'llt.lltr of tald.Jtc GUll .. .._.,, to o,prq, lrt.~lt.taat.a ad 
Oplllaloa. a. ,,. ... ,., bat roDatlJ' 11!11111\el that we -.lon tilt 
poell11t.lt.\J' of ulq fJpftl •• well .. trJpotltuf.a. aa4 Op...t.ea. at a ••• 
fo't ".._..,. We '"1 atrolllr tllat ll Vlo hlua I'.,..S. of .., ........ , 
for retu&H •anatloa YOJaltll ..-oea tlt.o JlaP ,_ ltillaae& vpoa thtf.r 
OJMilU• to ...._ n.t1l Hfqttl u lPaloatb .. •u .•.. tt.lll ul Mll'l• 
...,_ .... th0141 le&ft ao ,,,_. u\VUI. Ia t.t'-t~ to fb.l oU.. 
......... haftat. 

fllo ••tlatloat vltll tllo lldltllloto.,..ent ,,. 'he ••• of tht 
I.AUAWD wo 'lito hai.Uot W llllll-'• l*aoa .. ·"_.111. ..,..,.., we 
....,. ., ......... ao weN f'J.oea Ida ...._.,.._ tlaat ,_.,,.._, lwlt teat." a 
............ 1a 'flow of tbo ttitt ••• &a'r011f._, .-u rn kl.alF a4'rlao 
I.Uaoa of \ho aotf.OIIl 'IIebe tatna 1lr ,_. ·.· · 

fl••• .., ... w ~.qauoa •• ....-.u.. 
JunL 1;:2, 1 SL:lr 
9!15 Ao-·l• 
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ro l·!r. Ira Hirsclunann 

FROM J. B, Friedman 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INtER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE June 3, l'J44 

B.e: Destination of uro-.osed voyage of the 11B11J":DALAl'ffi". 

In c"blec:ram No. 985 of 1-lay 31, 194t~, Ambassador Steinhardt emuhaticC!lly 
t~es the position that the final destin;:tion of the p:roTlosed voy8€e of the 'OJ 

"BAHDALAKD" should be Haifa, Palestine, not Istanbul, Turkey, CoJm:.-.ander 
" :Seeker, Assistant General Counsel of the War Shbning Administration, Hr, 

Pehle and I ar~ firmly convinced that Istanbul should be the final destin-
ation of the 11 :SARD_~.i\l~D 11 for reasons thP.t will appear below: 

1. More refugees will be saved, 

Since the voyage from Constanza to Istanbul is far shorter than that 
from Constanza to Haifa, the one requiring less than 24 hou~s travel, 
whereas the other requires several -d.B.ys of travel, the 11:S.ARDALAlill 11 will be 
able to make many more evacuation voyages from Constanza, 

, 
1 

Furthermore, the 1'll.A.HDALAND 11 can carry many more and perhaps hlice as 
many refugees on each such voyage, ''/hereas on a voyage to Haifa the 
11BARD.~.AND 11 would be able to carry not more than 4oo passengers, perhaps 
as many as 1000 passengers could be carried on a voyage terminating at 
Istanbul, On a several days journey greater attention must be paid to the 
personal comfort of the passengers. Sleeping accom .•odations and elaborate 
cooking facilities would have to be installed as well as lavatory facilities, 
etc. On the other hand, for a short 17 hours run such as that bet~reen 
Conatanza end Istanbul, weather permitting, a number of passengers could 
even be carried on the open decks. If they have only one cold meal during 
such a voyage, no serious harm·will come to the ~ajority of the adult 
passengers, who have probably received little more from the Germans and 
Rumanians. 

The termination of such evacuation voyages at I-stanbul in effect means 
that many refugees 1•rill t~ait in Turkey rather than Rumania for transportation 
to Palestine. Needless to say, this may save their lives. Pressure may 
have to be brought to bear on the Turkish Gover~~ent to permit refugees to 
remain in Turkey pending their transROrtationlfclPalestine. It is hoped 
that the proposed re-charter of the 11Mana11 ships will furnish Ambassador 

,;S~~~rdt with the necessary bargaini~er vis a vis the Turks, 



- 2-

2, The addition of naesenger i'>stallations on the 11BARDALAlill 11 w~ll be Eimnle. 
\.. 

Commander Becker states th?t thP equipni:1g of a cargo vessel s;;cn ·as/ 
the 11EARD~~A.HD 11 for carr~ring 4oo passene·ers on a. vo;,'"-~-::-e of severe_l dRys 

such as th"·t from Constenze. to Haifa would be c; major undertaking. 

Tr.•,nslated into :noney terms, tloc necess2.ry alterc·ti:m costs for such a 

vo~·:o~·e 1~ould, in Com:nam1er :Sect:er 1 s o<oinicn, amount to bet;reen $100,000 

s.nd ;pl50,000. The inste.llati••n of sleeping fccil.ities, elaborate cooking 

f?cilit.ies, etc., ~10uld account for t.!,is 'arge cost. Furthermore, Com­

T.andE'r Becker is _!lot ot all_ cert."i'1 ::,.t ~-'··~ shio renair fP.cilities at 
Ist;enbul Hre eouinned to ma1re na.jor olt?retic·ns of this type. AmbesEador 
Stein..l-]_ardt :nay haYe i:;,il t!-:e several d~~.:-s vo~ra,_~·e to Haifa in mind V!hen he 

stc'-ted in his C?_Ole 1'"o. 9g5 of ivl,e,y 31 t!J.r·t del:;,rs ue~rling "':,he e._lterFLtion v 

of the 11:a.;}ill;J,Al-:D 11 at Iste.P_c•.ll •;~m:.ld be "interminable" a.nd the cost "highly 

excessivP- 11 • 

The eauiprdng of the 11 BXED.'.Lii.J-::i) 11 to c,c_rry oassenc·ers on the 17 hour 

run from Consta~za to Istanbul, on the other hand, would be ~ comParatively 

simryle ':latter, costi''C ae>,.,roxi at ely $10,000, according to Com. .. ander Becker, 

for little :nore '·loelld be necesce.r;r than the installation of added lavatory 

f~cil_ities c-d life saving eouinment. Minor alterations of this type should 

not take very long or cost very much even at Istanbul. 

3. It maY facil ite.te the obtaiP.in& of a German safe-conduct. 

The \·/ax ShiwJing Administration representa.tives have advised us that 

ordinarily the obtainin& of a German oafe-co,duct for a voyage terminating 

in neutral territory is :nore lil-::el:r than for a. simile.r vo;rRIE'e terminating 

in British or other Allied territory. Ambassador Steinhardt indicates in 

his cable No. 985 of May 31, that tds has not been true in connection witli_ 

the 11TARIII safe-conduct. It should be borne in mind that the stP.tement of 

Com:::ander Becker and his associa,tes 2.t the 1•/ar Ship_ping Administration is 

based on the cumulative exoerience of ma.ny t~artime voyages. and that the V 
IITARI 11 case may not be tynical, in viet~ of the fa.ct that the original . 

destination \·ras Haifa. 

4. It is easier to im-ol ement any sE<fe-conduct t~hich may be granted, 

Implementation of the granting of a safe-conduct entails the notifying 

of the commanders of all land batteries and the captains_of all warships 
along the prouosed route of the description of the ship, its markings, the 
pronosed route, the time of the voyage, etc. In an area such as the 
Mediterranean,· this means that the captains of hundreds of ships must each 

be advised, In effect, therefore, the granting of such a safe-conduct 
interferes with the· 11ar efforts of the belligerents, for generally radio 
silence is broken only for utmost essentials. It is Patent that on a short 
voyage, f-ewer commanders >rill have to be _advised. of the granting of a safe­

conduct. Furthermore, the greater difficulty in implementing such a. safe­

conduct, sa far as the German Government is concerned, may spell the 
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differPnce betto•epn the ;'Te~ti!l."" ·:nd the rEfuee.l of such A safe-corduct. 



In a~.iJle lTo. 95 of May 31, Actbrssrdor :Jteinh2rd.t SU€~ ests the 

~)o~sibilit;r of ::.;::".vi:_b t!::£ :B ... oi}L.::.:ili).t=~D refitted in ~€""JUt ro:.ther tf'~n in 

Istanbul. 'r,re h2_ve e:-::·>~_or(.c~ t:-ds ~::e~tter ~ .. ·ith the ',Var Shi-TJing Adminis­

tr?_ti:·n. They i:"!clic_.te tl::.:'t t~.:.is proba"bly is not fec.si"tle in vie,·/ of 

shbs ncecUnc_; re;oairs are beinc; sent fro:~ Ec:rpt to French ~:orth Africe .• 

Accordi:2gl~ .. , i!1 the ev2:"'-t t! _ ~ ~--·e &.re £-ble to ~-:.se :·:·:.e BAP~-~.L.Al:-D every 

e~~fort sho·~.:-.Jc~. ·oe -: . .:'f:_e to have rcuairs ::1aCi.e in I ste.nbuJ.. 



S&aretsry of !!tate, Waenlngton 

June ?, 1944 

N''l.VL'{ I 

~ ~ 
c::--- Re@rence 19 stad-e l1erewUh to bbBIUlJ

1
ll cable of tl.ay 12, 

c '.: :s; 114•;~8679-' end rrevloue, 'tor the war Retugee Board • 
... ·? ::'> G­
~nc~·.-~';;~'fhe ~b!<SBJ llBA Just been 1ntormccl b:y the Foreign ott1oe 

O~o - £ th~AfOl'!l1uas been received nov that the <J(ll'm!.'no hove ref\Hied 
~-· ~ . 

to gront a sate-conduct for the BAftDALANDvto enable her to 

ev9ouate refugeee. It 1e stAted oy the Foreign Offlce that 

lt 1s settled Gorman volley to refuee 1n ••erJ ~ .. 1 to facll1tate 

t:1e evt~cuf.tlon ot Jews to l'aloot1ne end tnflt, therefore, there 

does not !lp ear to be anything further that can be done in this 

epeo18.l caae. The Br1 tUh 1n1:tmd to accept not1ca of an111ng 

f)f tho BAHPALHm frOlll Piraeus on- June .m. unlns the war Ret~ea 

Board urgent17 0~11reuee the1r 41sapp.-o•lll· 

-'-
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TO i·lr. J. E. Friedman 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE June 8, 1944 

FROM :4. J. Marks 

I I 
On June 6th I snake t<i th Co'll.oander Becker of \'lar Shipning Administration 

concern in§' the nossibili ty of ha.ving nassen~·er eouinment installed. on the 

ufa;•DALAED 11 in an Egyptian nort rather the.n at Istanbul. After conferring 

with exoerts of. the \•Tar Shin,ing Administretion, Co'll;~ander Becker advieed 

me th2.t reuair fecili ties in Egynt are so jam .• ed at the uresent time th2.t 

shins are sent from Egynt to French North Africa for repairs. He was of 

the oninion that despite this, the necessary alterations to the 11BARDALAKD 11 

could nossibly be arranged in an Egyptian nort provided thet a sufficiently 

high nriority were obtained. However, Comrr~nder Becker «as careful to 
J 

point out that this •·•auld mean delaying the renairs to Liberty ships and 

other cargo ships being used in the vrar effort. Consequently, Commander 

Becker advised that all uossible efforts be made to have the necessary 

equipment installed at Istanbul rather than at an Egyptian port. 
I 

Commander Becker advised me that Mr. Ka.lloch, who is the ~Tar Shinning 

Administration 1 s Chief Representative at Algiers, has just arrived in this 

country. I'Then he returns to ·washington next week, Com;uander Becker- will 

arrange for him to see you and Mr. Pehle. 



/ 
\ 

.... •• 19llla 
L. 

Mr. Ira llraabi!Ua 

'· ..... , ..... 
/ 

lea heUnaUoa of pl'opoaat Topp of the IIJABDALAJD•. 

. I 
Ia ea\l.,.... lo. 98J at lfq )1, 19llla, aba11ator ltdllllul\ upbaUaal'-7 

\ana tJw poeltloa tba\ the filial teatlllatloa of the pl'opoitd YOJI&I of the 
llaAJlJ)AWIJ)I a0\ll4 \a Jl'alfa1 hllltilll1 aot_.,.latanWJ., hlbJ. 0o'llllaJI4e 
leolcel', Maletaat hatral Oouael of the ,wu BblPJI._, .U.lalatl'atloa, b. 
P•bl• u4 l ue tlnlJ ·oom1aae4 that l~tahl lhllll14 be the flaal teau .. 
atloa of 'b.e ~~ 10'1 l'eaiOill tb' ·.vlll Appeal' 'btlOVI 

1. !!!• Etf'JU!• !!11 l! aUf~ 

Slaae tllit npee fr• Goaet~PlM to le'-'ln&l. ~· tar ehOI''II' tbu that 
fr• Goutaaa to Balta, ~ o,ltl' 1'-.alrlila leaa tllaa IIJ h011J'a Uaftl, 
vh81"eaa ~, o•h•r l'ft1lb'e1,1,_al 4a7t of tlr.,fl, .. ~· IJAJQALAID1 vlll \e 
a'ltle to .._...,. •• 'ft&OQ\tOil ft7API tl'oa .Ooaatou.. 

~·• the 1Jd.PA9D., ·OIIft ~.~~a~Qi.·.•• 81\4 per•• tvloa aa 
llaDf retq.-a • •oh q~ .. ,,...,,, Whel'eaJ ·oa .a '?om• ,,o ~fa the 
IJJARDp.AQ• tf01l14 \It a\lf1"'·t~· ~ not .• o,~ ~-.. _1100 pae•,.•• pefl\apa 
.... -. ••·~OOO.pa•.-•• ao~~ -~• oar]l~t4' oi~a :YON!t .te11\1lnattw at 
lt'-'1Ml; Ga>a ~'tin>IO\ftU' «•••~.•--••loa ;IIlla\ ~ »-'~ •• the 
pwiiijlal'·•~••· ot·'tlla •~•nw••·· . ~lM'~o4a''~ll• ·~··~'b'o~t• 
~-. tao11Ulell ;wnt4• ~ t~ :t~• la•till~>a" · .v,.l-1 .•• ,,_..,.,.,. faclll\laa, 
._.. · ... -t~a.,·ow. ._., ,_,It --••·17'·.b•· ~B,olf&Jlt~a:t ._.,_ •. 
Qf ...... 411\dcJ••"-· ....... })IJ'alt\bj,. '"*1!ti''~~~ ,. ......... Oqld4 
mac·\e• Ctuwlt4. -til .tM opm;«~.~e;. 11/~beT ~ Oal1 :"'it. _oolt .. U; 4llr1q 
•Ja·a ·~"'·.t&O,_.lou ~:~11 aoae to '~'~9J'·!t1 of. ~'#Ul,t 
P'••~or:e"·vhO' au 'Pf.-Jal1Jr-·•eo•t.9'd'11ttle '*~-•·:noo•· the ...,... ..... , 
............. < . ' 

IJa• •••uoa of ... ....:••~ "•N!•il~•J·lc.ttu.'bll]. la·.eff4t~t ~~ 
._,,.,_.,,~~-~,. ~ll ttdt -~~~~,. .... ~.,~~-~~-·to•· tl'lplap~ta\loa 

itii!Bt;,, ,~~1:a· 
JMa~t~tlt.:.llut:a•••un/.,.lfdllhl»"!tJ"i~l• a .df!.~• ~lee~···· 



-·-
a. IV e44l!!oe of u••!M!!' laeJe?.W!U• ,- th• ll!fi!A!Nm' !f!U 'be •l!!lt• 

Gollllllal14• leok!r 1tatee thttt the etdpplq If a GU'P •••••1 nob •• 
tl\e "DA!mALAJIDI fU Oal'l')'lllfl l«xl• Plllllftl!l'l Oil a YOJqe Of HYil'al dtql 
nch a1 that fl'011 Ooaetanea to Balta wouU 'btl a QJol' utwtatlq. 
lrantlated lnto aoney te~1111. the ueoeeta17 altwa.Uoa 1o1te tor euoh a 
••PC• would. In OOMaal\!1' DeoJru• • opl11loa. allOIUit to ._..,... tloo.ooo 
and t15o.ooo. the lnetallaUon of oleeplac taelllU••.~,. ·~'llol'&te eoolrt.n, 
faol11tlat, eto., woU14 aaaarnt tor tht1 tarce aaet. ~heraore, o ... 
aander leokel' lt not at nll oertatn that the !hlp l'~ll' faollltlet at 
lttanlllll are lqlllPJI!d to llaD .. .tot •aboraUont ot thh tJpe. Allbaall84or 
l\a1nhRr4t ma, bave haf.l. thl tOYerat 4qe vome to Balta 111 •lliA·whea be 
••ntad In hle oable Ho. 985 of May )1 that 4•1•7• penAtns the altaratloa 
of tho "llARDALAlm" at htambul would be •tateallle'blo1 u4 the oo" 'hlPIJ' 
...... h .... 

'l'be oqulpPliJ8 of the 1JJARDALAND~ to ctlli'I'F pataiii!JVI oa the 17 hou 
n11 fl'oa Ooncbnna to la1um1nsl. on tho otbll2' han4, voU14 be a co.,aratl'NlJ' 
tilll'l• mauor. M11Uns BPi>l'OX11!!4te1r tlo.ooo, aooor4tac to 001hlall4v leom. 
tor 1l~t1e more von14 be neoeeBary than tbo ln;t~llAtton ot •4414 laYat.., 
t~o1 U Uu ~trut Ute eavlll,i eq_ull;Jaot. fllllor altel'aUOI!t ot thlt type do1114 
not '~o vory lODe or coat very much e7ta •• !et.abvl. 

I 
J. It !ftl t~o&lltn.o the ~b!a!nlns of! Of!!!!.!ltt:IR!!!!!· 

fhe War lhlvptns Adatnlatratloa rept~eentAtl98a ba .. a~ce4 ut ,._, 
or4lnarl1y tha obte1n1nc of a 0.~ 81f~~on4uofl lor a •ol*&l ••rmtaata11 
la 1Uftl.tra1 terrltol'y h more likely ttum for a elrdlar 'f0711P toraluUq 
la ~ltloh or otber Allied tsrrt\or,. ~bat~dor 8t.tnkat4t lndloatea Ia 
hle oabl• Bo. 915 ot Mar 31, tludl 11bh ,_, ~~~• btflll.tnt lll GG!UleOtloll dUa 
the llf.\ftl1 l,lat"'"coa-.t. It ehould •• 'tlome tu 111lnd tbat tb.e ttllt8lUtll' of 
Ooaaend.r leoker en4 bla at'o~latea ~~· tbe W~ Ahlpplnc A«atnletratioa It 
-..4 o.n tho ou~atl't't ·~billie of aur 'ltlUtiH 98J'LIIet, U4 ttlafl the 
lfADI1 •••.., 110\ 'be trptoa1, ln Ylev ot the faot tha\ ua. ol'$a~llal 
4t&UIIAUoa vat latta. 

4. !t to !A•lu tg l•olt!!!f!\ m g.f ... t;t11411p! whloh • 'lte .p:!pi\ecl. 

111,Pltii4Pltl.\\lcln ~tt tlae aranUQ ot a ,.r.,.co1!dU~t entllUt the noUfJ'I.III 
of ihe o....a-.l'• ot .U 1u4 lltt."llrln ••• th~ oaptslliSe ot all .,~tlllpo 
aloa,s tb• J*OPteri Jf\\te ot the 41fOJ'lpUo• of.,.tte l!b~~. U$ -..lt~Jica. tale 
PI'ODOJtcl l'n'e• t'!l' t$118 of tb• u,....., •••.• - -~·.AA ai'la tuoll ail tht 

WU .. •. n.-.••.!. '.· bl. •.- ... ·. · !lA I! ,,.. '. ;'be -'.Mt., , ~-~ -,:~. "-'"" .. · .. b' .. · .~' of. -.·,h .. '' ... " '·&·ll\ .... eaeh \t llilntsel. · 4_,. e(~e6t, tlatJoeton. t}ie Cl'•nt ttfi'Of aucl1 a .,e..tondUt 
S,Jtl'f~!PI ,_tti;t~ w~;.elf~h ot tle llelll 't.rea~.-. tor ~'~trfallt $'1tl&o 
elltilae ·l• 'W~ '1Dl1: '•• 11\seot •••oUelo. lt it patet'lt \bat oil a ,..on 
,.,.._.~.f~J•~AA'-' ~tl.t, ~ .... to ~· ~vt,~it4 of. t_he c"aatiiiJ .. ot. •. ~~ 
... ,\it,:o:··,~····)th •. - ..... '4.ff.t.~t,.tf1. • .,~ ... ll,llll~--~·.., .. 
. tlti,~~l;·aCI:Jilifat .,"; ·.~· GoY_~f:t• ·~~~~--';· _., ;~H' ~-



_,_ 

':1 lfJJitbbk - 6/8/IJ4 ' 



1~ I 
Ia fa11tle ••·:JJ of...,. Jl, Allllaeu.IOJ' ftelllhu'4t naeeh Uw 

I 

poael\UUF of haftq the JWIDAI.AIII l'ofltte& la .,, l'atbel' Ulaa h 
I 

le ... "-1. We MYe hflOlrd tMe 11&\tG" vltll tile Ya1' a&pphc Mlllld .. 

uau~~a. 11&117 1114leate tbat tble polla\lF le aot t ... &\la Ia rift of 

Ule faot t!aat soepalt faollltlee la Jupt .ro eo .fallllal at ,. .... , tlaat 

alllpe aeotlq ...,.Ue •• W., .. , froa lc7pt to ,.._. llel'\1a At.lea • 

.&Ht1P4111C1Ft Ia tho ..._, tlld ve .re a'ble to uto tbe IAUALAIJ lmlfr 

afton llll01114 11te aatte to -.. l'tpall'e .a. b letaa\111. 



FROM I Amerlcl'ln Legation, Stockholm 

TOI !>ecret' ry of Stote, v:aenington 'I 
I '-'f'-' 

June 6, 1944 

'ieterence 1!! :-.r;de he:re·~'lth to Departmont 1 a cable of :.rune 1, 

No. 1082, end nrev1oue l'~lated ool'reApondence. It 1" !F'v1eed 
n~s 

by tho svedl!lh Fore1 gn Office thJJt the German Government A f'ls tl7 

refused to nutilo!'il'-e UM of the Btl. 1DAL4ND tor o•n!.cust.1on of 

refuFees nnd it hna even expreaeed re!!entment llt the Rveoe 1s 

/ 

maklnrr t~e request. The Oermen Government'e offic1~J explsn~tlon 

'<ttl!! Lat it -•&cl already_ aa a faVOf' to tl'le Sweiiet. <kwernment 

Puto;orl.Yed re;:-lacement of the BAil.DALitND bt the BORP nm ( le&se 
~ i 
.1~ t.heo Lege.t1on 1 e meeaage l~ay 12, No. 1689). It 1e bnlleved 

"" -.:> u::<v ::::. 
~~ t::~Ne•U.eil Forelsn Office that the ree.l explnnet1on 1e th~t 
rn=>c;, OJ 

>~e oerroen Government doee not w1eh to tnc111tate the ev·cuat1on 
mrrrs c-
oco" :i: 
~ raf~t;>e& ·a. the Government ~1' tl11E!den ana the awedlah Red erose 
~q ' 
Overy ~ch deeired-.to take f~rt ln this hWllan1tnr18.n undertaking, 

tlHl St.ret'tish for-eign Off1oe expreuell. regrets .over th1e outoo111e • 

• mHNSON 

-~ 
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.,eoro~r.ry of .:J~ato, W;lShill(;ton 

iune:rico.n E;:tl:Jr.noy, Anl<UI'a' 

Juno 2, l-A4 

t~ 'ti, ?~;~ "'f p !~ ~ 
~ :: 

" hR'T'l .just received n. o~,ble dP.te<i Hay 25 from Miniot"r Jo>mson 

rBP.d ict_; t.s follows I 

"The ~hJedist/ ~'ornign C:!:'fice has e.gain bHm e.p·-rc;:·c·wd by 

t,1e Ler;at ion in accordance Y~i t!l tnstruot l.ons contn.1.ned l '' · Rll no, 13, 

•·anitary, lifesaving and lcitohen equipment, the vessel t1ill be ablo. 

to acco.:.moc:.a te b · tween 400 and 600 persons • 

.r:.<; Swedes l:"'tre been a<lviaed by us that all a.rrangemente. :or 

--e· c;cti·on of ruf,.\i;ees for embnrkatl.on, exit permits, lllld asse:c.bling 

refuge<~s at port of 6Llbar,mtion ~till be taken onre of through >lar 
I 

""efugHe }loard1s facilities and that wh11n the l3L'ill.AluL:D e.rr~ves at 
. ", 

Conatam'la 1 all such necessary arrangements will have been oom>;lated. 

This is 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

- SEP 18 1972 By R. H. Psrks Date-



-.:-

for suc1-, -T.tter!'l ..... :1:l, !""l. f::ct, they h.·va no 
r" 

the !"' re:--, :i·):..4 suc1: ''lr;)OSeB. 

to ~.nawn~. reGP,Onaibility 
0.:~ ., ... ,._, .I•" 

a*'~'if.~'J~~fnftiHa in 

,.- .wP..~"ls "r~ sinceJ•ely w1llin.'( to pre~f.1 ~he:;.~trd;,~~jjt, iho~alble 

the ~:hole - rouos~ tioi!.n 

''!TL.l. 



c 
(0 
---' 

\\.• t-·' 
I• 0' r ~~~ 
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Fran war Refugee Board to Ambassador Steinhardt, Ankara, 'l'urkey. 

Pleaae refer to 0111' 4 70 of lle.v 2S conoeming the Ulle of the SS 
BI\RDALAND for refugee evacuation operationa. 

We bavo just received a cable dated Jla;y 2S tram J.U.n1ater Johnson 
readiDg as follomu 

Qllote. The Snd1eh Foreiga. Office bau again been approached by 
the Legation in acaorctanoe with 1natruot1cms contaf.rled in WliD no. 13. 
The Sndee have bean extr~ cooperative and 111J!lp&thetic and todq 
are 1natruat1ng the Sndi.Bh llirdater in Berlin to request the ClermaD8 
for p81'lllieltion to divert the veaael and to guarantee safe ooncmct. 
The SWed:lah Red Gross bas agreed to act ae charter ~. It 1e tn.­
dicated by a cable reoeived fran the Ua8tel' ot the BARD&JA11D tbat tbe 
vessel is sutficiently aeawOl"tt\Y to make the propoeed voyag(ls and 
that attar appropr.late refitt.ing in Istanbul to prGVlde san1 tary, 
lifesav:I.Dg ancl kitchen equ.ipm0nt, the vessel will be able to acoam­

modate betneil kOI) Ull $00 persons. 

The Snclee ba"ftl been a4vised tv Ull that &1.1 IU'I"aDgemente fe 
aelection of Htugeea for embal'kat1e, ed.t P8J'IIllta, 8lld aaaembl1ng 
refugees at p_.t of albarkat1CID 1111.1 be taken CU'e ot through War 
Refugee Boar4•• fao111t1es and tllat 1lheu thla BlRDUAHD arrives at 
Ccmstanu, all 8110h necessary &l'l'all8aaenta w1ll have been ca.upleted. 
Th1e is 1mp01'tant aa the Swedes do not ant to as8Ulll8 nsponaibW:ty 
for such mattera atl4, in faot1 thq have no ava1lablo fac111tiaa in 
the area for such pupoee.s. 

'l'he Swedes an sino~ w.l.11iDg to pJ'4IA the atrangest poaa1ble 
ease nth the O.mana although they are~ very dubi0111 J'egU'd­
:l.Dg the whole propoaitioo• Unquete. 

It b aeauaed tbet tile taohn1oal am~~~gaanta fttC'nld to b,r 
Yinister Johrl,son in the seoODd ~ of Ida cable 1d.ll be made by 7011 
as soon as the UkeU.hoatl of the BARIJiU;AQ•e aaUiJlg for COJI8timll,ia appeal'IJ 
mon conorete. We ellall keep YOI1 adviled ot .ful'ther developments. 

'!b1a 1B War Refugee Board 1e cable to 'flll!lco7 lfo•---· 

••••••••••• 
MaT 31, 1944 
4135 P••• 

.. 
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ORIGINAl, Tl•~XT 0~' TEl IDRAf' SEt'T 

FRO HI Secret1•ry- of State, IIRshington 

TO! American Leghtion, Stockholm 

lJATBD: June 1, 1944 

1082~/ 

uCDNTROl COPY 
NlJMIE!R: 

T 

FROM \4AR REFUGEE BOARD ~'0 MINIST>~ JOffiJSm;, STOOK!IOLI·!, S\·IED.lllN, 

FlSP.se refer to your 1877 of ·May 25. Your efforts to se~are 

the TIARDAJ.AJI!D are appreciated and \>/e are gratified lfith the cooperation 

of. -!)he S••edish Foreign Offiao, 

Your '.l.'lderstanding is aorreot that the lta.r Refugee Board ~rill 

look after all teoJ->..nioal arrangements co:'loerning the selection and 

assonbllnt; of i efugeee at Oonstanza. and erl t pG:-mi ts, 
I 

Thl.s is \lar Refugee Jloard 1 s ce.ble to Stockholm No.~. 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CABLE 'lO 511EIBB 

Please refer to your 1677 of Ma,y 2). Your eftorta to aecure 
the BAlU.IoUAiiD are- appreoiated and '118 are gnt1f'ied w:l.th the cooperation 
of the Swediah Foreign Of.flae. 

Your Ulldera"taDdlD& 1e correct tbat the War Re.fugee Baud W1ll 
look after all teohrd.oal ~· concemJ.ns the INIIleotiou am aea•bl.ing 
of refugeu at Oolllltau and ex:ft pendta. "' 

'1'bie 1a War Hefugee Board' a cable to stockholm lo•..!!.• 

************ 
May 31• 1944 
4t36 pom. 

Se~, Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, 
YOCo~ok, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files. 



/ 

~·Ro,:.r 

'!'Or 

l·i~ :n, 1944 

~'ollowing mennge is fro•u the A•nbsssador for 1<1RB~: Refnence my 

941 c:Ja;ed :-iay 23, 1944; Anknra 1 s Uo, 65; and Department Is 470 dated 

ka-J _,;;.,.. L144~ 

~ It iB not my belief that 'the government of Turleey woa.ld have azq 

objection to fitting the DAI!DALANJ) at Istanbul with essential a.ccommoda\ions 

for pa.BIIE!llgers. nevertheless, information has been given me thtlt material 

and lP..bOr·'faoilities for this work are tpoeatly 11lllited, delays <.re 

interminable and cost is highly excessive under current conditions. It 

may be· thP. destre of the Board to take into cons1derat16n tlds phase of 

'thll matter, prior to asswning that aey work of this kind can be undertaken 

at a fail· cost within a reasonabll'l leMth t>f t114e. I can suggeBt only 

one othllr alternaUve, viz.:, to have the fitting !lone in a port in .Egypt 

where the facilitiea of the ~ritish Navy ml~t be made available on 

req'Q.est. 

/.he I"ISII. representative who recomn1end.s urgently tM.t subsequent to 

the enbarkEtion of the refugees qt Oonetanza the R~RDAIJl~ ehould~go to' 

Ia~nblll instea.d of to B'aifa seems to ~ve not taken into considera~ion 

the lil!l1ted taU :fao1;!.1tiea to Palestine h-om IGtanbul 'ij'hlch I have 

stressed a n1111lbel' of timl!la• 1f a·~· nuinbel' of_ l'e~ea~ are landed 

from the D~ND at l11tanlrt:L1 f~f I!IOTetll~t by ra1i to ~l.esttne; '.t i.a 
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moat unlikely that the 'l'urk offi.oie.la will be J,n a post.U\l~J~Jncontlnu 
cr· \QU ··I'V'd13;; /l!llf 

to move over tho identical single track 11ne the eotO;n~~tiiiW~r of 

refu,gees ~rh.~ •dH cont:?.nuo, proBtUltl.bly, to arrive on the DELLAOI'l"A. J!ARI'l'ZA 
QO II W1 c ~UI, W?t 

:Ind. r;.I&It.-\, in aiL'it1on to the uaual tran~ It lo very probable that 

the rt'lEJultir,r, congest;1on uUl cmu5e the 'lllrok authllritias to 'be unwilling 

" to allov the refugeen from the m:Li..\G ~TA, l-1.\RITZA ron<i ~IIJ!l!\'JL to threaten 

s~nction e d by the l!inistar for Foreign Affaire. 

Provided, ar. it seems frou. the Doat'd 1 £ c:a.ble tc Stockholm the 

tentative tri..- of the DL111)AI,&liD h to ~$ O.ependent upon r. German safe cop,du.ct, 

as}~he 'l'~JH cnse, there ·.io'illd. appear to be no good. reaeon why _the trip .should 

end at ht!Jr,bul l.nntead '/f continuing to &ill?. and in this manner. X'eHevlo\q 

the ra11 line !':.:-om lota.nbul tCI .?~>.lestine for the tran:~y.lortation of refugees 

who arrive on ve~nels that nre unable to go b«rond the Istanbul port. 
~ 

Nllither ill tne <>rgruaent ir:>pll::.Ung that 1t tflll bo any more troublnllor-te to 

secure a German eafe comlu.ct to HI'~:.!Nm Conntanr.~a than to Istanbu.l. . 

trom Constr.nza. the fs.cUetbp,t the nperience I ~ve oo.d wUh the 

govern111ent o:f lllermany tn endoo.voring ~o secure a s::-.:fe conduct f'or the ~~ 

from al"..Y b.srbo'r to any <~tll.er h..rbo:v est;;l.llhhea the cbntrar:t b~caus~ l1y tbls 
Ume >fi;Very eonte' e iva.'ble :propol!!al. h!l;a been made without. euceells to the 

gov~nt o:f Germany. ·· 

~It will have ~e~~~ noted by the Boar4 from ~aseyte~94l o:f the twenty­

third o:f J.la¥;'f<betl.as (e.\ 1t bas not beaome ltablO tor p?ll!\lty pRYl!lents 

concetnin}J the :pr~pollltd c~tel" of *be 'l'UI .ven tholW!. va are vi~houfi 

. dOUb. :\W.dM" !\ flOl'al ol);1.1gat:lozi_ to Nake fiOIII$ itQl>J of pa.fll&n' at !l date in 
' . . ~ . ~ ~ 

tht t~~tll't 1.lecause !l:t' tbt\ p•r1od oi' \lme ·the '!!oat bali bEMSn ilold avail.able 

to:ua 
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to us. 
to the State Steamship Lines 

OOWUJQ;; 
tha.t resulted from the TARU!!.,~bil1zat1on,Which hA11\~:{]illflil!itt1i.~.W 

0 II t/JI c ~UI.o ,,, .OQQ:l.l;!!(tlllW!"l?l.l/1 
been prolonged tbr more than two months,wtthout paying the penalty of 

five thous,&W'li
5

Turkiuh mor.ey per day, while siinul.ta.iU~Vihail4AA-~~~~ 
the boat at our disposal on short notice, should a Bulgarian or German 

safe conduct be coming forth, I have coaxed the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs to issue instructions tl~t the TARI may be utilized by the State 

Steamship Linea for ehort voyages between Istanbul nnd hmir or Sarnsun on 

the un!i$::.-standing that not nny of the accom!Jl0d.at1ons which were put in to~' 

refugees will be disturbed and that the ship will be ·,available to us whsn 

each sUch voyage ill COillJ>leted, none of which is to last over two weeks. 

/.VI~ have no r"'liabl~ data available concerning the Cu.'l'l'ent statue {Jf 

BhipJ:~ing :t'rmn Gc!lstanza with exceyUon of the knOlfledge that the h&rbor 1a 

mimtd heavily. wholly under German control and that the transportation of 

even the sm.~llest of the boats 1s absolutely 1mder German of.f'ieialEI cortbol. 

No definite schedule is in e:ldstano~J:, illl!ofar as regarrls :;>lP..ns lor 

voyages in the future of the l'llli.tAOI!l'A, HARTT2'.A and J.liLKA. since s;,.ch boa,i,t 
oy~aW.~ ~:;destinely amt ~ll.~ga,ll.y. Such boat11 are · 

B.!'ef eaS:l.ly h - · in harbors neal' 01)nst!!.nza .since they are quite small• 

Refugees are collected and emb<o..rlred by a well organized uneergroun( tor 

lig!tly excessive IUIIounta of money, The boat sails for Istanbul. e.s ·MO:!l. 

as it 1$ ·loe.ded to the fUilest capacity. In this manner no pre~1ctitll~~~-. 

an,y allli)U!lt. of a.c.cnracy can be made concerning :oros:pective de!)N't'lre' dAte;;r· 
or artival in Istanbul. tt ill indiC~>ted by ~:xperience that the ~hi:t/e rJ~ 

to. ht~nbJ:t may be e.xpected approx!ma\o'-7 a. mo~th after her $mba.rkatt4',~lll 
•·· . •' ·. ._-/c'' 

?:-' 
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TO J(r 0 J'.rie&Dazl 

FROM Mr. Marks 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE Ma;r 28, 1944, 

Oo11111181148r Becker"' of the War f Sb1pp1Dg .A4m1Dlatratlon gaTe me the 
folloving iJirOl'lllatlon coDCernlng the SS BARD.ALABD ln telepbone collYereao. 
tlona on Hq 19 and ~ 2/!J. 

/ oms PBI9 

Hlnleter Johnson' a aablegraa from Stoct1iolla conoer:alng the. 
SS lWIDALABD stated that the, charter hlre of the lWIDALAJm, a ahlp of 
45'15 dsa4vel&bt tone Qapable of 14. knots, 'IIDUJ.d be b~tve~ 3,0(10 8Zid 
4,000 kroner a dq~ Jletlma.t~ng at the ••~ ff«\U'e of 3,fi00 kroner, .m at the offlclel rate of •2386·ceJite a l!;roner, 0011111&114er Becker 
calculated that the War Refugee Boar4 wcmld be Pllf111C $5~410 a ·!lead.­
velght ton a de¥ for the shlp. .After comparlm£ thla ftgare .with the 
enrage $4.76 a a. per dea4welght ton pa14 for _16 knot .AIIIerlou ahlpa 
chartered to th, War ShlpplJIC .&dlllnletra.Uon 0111 a J11C!nth17, rathei' then 
on the more e.xpenelq da!ly basis, Oollllll&ll4er Becker oonolud8d that the 
charter hire 0f the :BARDAT..A1fD would be VWJ' reaaou'ble at :3, 5()() ]aooner 
a da;r, ln fac'G, far mora reasoaable then the prl_ce 'bel.~~& pald by the 
1fl!'" Refugee Board for the SS mz. If the War llefugef Boar! waa to 
ps,y 3,000 kroner a ~ for the BARDALAliD, the da!ly price ~r d~ 
~gh.t ton would be oi:lly· $4.80; at the rate of 4000 kroner, the daU7 
price per dea4-velpt ton wou14 be $6~40 a dq~ Oo~~~~~mder Becker 
pob.ted out that bace.Uae of ita 151r:no~. Q:ee4• the 01111era of the 
B.ABDAI·"m are·entltled to a prelll'IUI.prlca~ 

.. P,YSI!CJDtvftAUYDCJ C,APAOI!J u. -

Commander. l!ecker eatluted on. t]1e b&afa of the :lntCiniatl~ , · 
available. to him that the ss l!ARD.ar.ABD ·'lftllll4. be ab:Le to .c&rr'T approzl.; 
mateiT 400 ~aengera on a voyage trolli Oonatuu to B'a!fa, 8Zid pwJ2aPa 
ae 1118111' a8 1000 paaaemgera on the far shorter V078P· from Ooilat.mu to 
Iatanbul.~ · · · · · 

;,:;" ; . ~· M,CU1'BC7 of thel~ ftgar~ depar1da on& -l!er_t?f v&r~~~~·· . 
IJ1il3h ~· vh•ther ·t!uJ health of the pasieJigera voulcl P$1'111 t th~ to be PaCked 
togetb,~ tsgb.tly :t~ the •VC)Jage, V!lether the B.AJII).u.A!ID h&l8zQ'.IIi.eltel' d41Cks 

I 

L 
! 
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ud, lastJ.T, whether the weather coiiAiUone in the Black Sea area permlt palleD­
gerl to travel on the open deck at this time of the rear. Oollllllall4er :Becker 11 
uiiUIIiDC that no paeee~~gers wtl1 be carried iD the carco hol4 of the JAJ!Dt:LA19D, 
for 1111111' IIIC!re paesellgere could be carried if the liARD~'• cargo holds were 
ut1lhe4. !he 4tfficulty of utlliziDg the om-go ~14e1 howeYer, ie tba.t 
theT would be a death trap iD the event that the Tesael sillke, as it te a'iaoet 
i!poseible to eY&CU&te the paea~~~gers in the ho14 in ttae to save their livee~ 
Ooiiiii8Dder Becker etate4 tbat he would. not be able 

1
to give an ao~te eattmate 

of the carrrt:ag capacity of the :BJltDALABD, ut11 he knows the anawere. to the 
variable a untlone4 above~ lloweYer, he Y8ll aph&Uo in stat! DC that ~ 11101'e 
paaaeDgere could be C81'1'ied on the ehOrter Oonetansa-Iet~'hl VOJ'llll. than on 
the loqer run fl'o111 Ie.tenbal. to Haifa, for the paeseDgere could not. be peeked 
in a a closely on the lo:ager vo71JCI1 . more aU etten woul4 ha't'e to be given to 
lavat017 an4 fee41Dg facil1ttes1 etc. J'urthelL'IIIOre, in Ooiiiii!Uider :Becker'• opin­
ion, the al.teriag of the JWlD'LlliD f~ careyi~~g paese~~g~re on .a 1!1118 run Would 
be a u.for undertaking, vhereaa extensive alterations wou].d not be nece&IU7 
to enable the ::8AllD.f.TaA!m to o'arr7 paese:agere on the run :from Oonatanu to Haifa. 
which shovl.a. take leas than 24 hours. · 

As you e,t'l eJ.reaq .!.S.J.iar with, Ooiiiiii&Dder :Bec1ter '1 Tie.w ooncerni~~g 
the greater likelihoo4 of obtaining I!J&fe coii4UDts .for a v~ termlnatt~~g at 
Ietazibul rather than :Haifa, I shall not develop thte sub .feet farther. 
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MI.,,.._. J.t&a~lou~ Stoo~olll 
ho:re~I'Y of lltatet Valll'&lfl&tta 

~f' l?.IJ, 19M 

10'1'1' 
1.. .__CONTROL COPY 

FoU.ovi14r. ltt tor ttse o'td.fllml of 'WS.'B, ov I{o. ill, 
• .>( ' 

Roterel'loe 111 ·lildA huewUb to 'Lefl'.!Uoa'" cl\l) .• of K&y Ua lflto 967. 

The llwedlllhj l'oretcl). O,lloe h!lll ageln ~~~~~l •p;roaellel '&7, tbe LegaUon 

ill ttOOO.l'd.!moe wUb b.stw«<UOM oMlltdn•d tn liD i{O• 13. ~ &,vedet Mft 

neea ~ll:reMGlJ' eoopiii'&U'f'e and ttAIPiltheUo and tod~J ued.!idru.cUtlll the 

S~ted.illh «ln1stu in ll18tU11 to reqne•t the .Gti.,.nt fo't peso•t••~"' ._, .Uvut 

the n11111 and to auara.n~e• ut•1 oonilut.· fhe IJWctllteb ltd t:lton hat a«rQ4 

to 110t oe f!b.""e••PAt"tr. lt 11 l'Ddte!'te4 b7 a ta\lle l'eCei'Yet\ UO!Il the 
-m_ .. ~\..... .j . 

Mttdwh• of the m!ll>AtAWD tt.<&t the "''ete'll t• outnotentl7 ••vol'tb¥ '" 

make the pl'opnaed 'YOJI'll/:flll an\\ tlmt t\fhf'. approJ•riate rdttUn~& !n btu~ 

to J>:r'ov1de lhl.~uasw. Ufelltti,tng nnll lr.i\~l\on l!l~entl, tbe "'"11~1 vU1 be 

Able to aOCtt!IW~ate betw,..n 400 ·~. $00 :vm-toni. 

'l:ho tjw&d~a bave 'bltl'llll adt:teetl 'by M that (\ll an,oan~en.ta for eeleotlon 

of: fllt'\~MI> for embeltke\l~n• dU :»o't.mlt,l'• ~4;;.~9aem'i)ttng>ret\1&nn a\ ))Cirfi 

of f)::ib<lor;mt.ion will. b~ kkta ~of tlll'ol1gb l.l'llf Jte~u ~a•e :taon.ut-. 
mW. t~~ ithM th& 1i4~JJ"~w flt1'1v$• •• cona~. ~1 .~· necta~W'f 

~JS"i'~~n'il vi-oOii,Pl,et~• tbl• J• tlnpor~nt E>e thidill~fllil do not lft\U\ 
J - • • •• -- ·~ '1 . -

\o: ~~~t~I)Jilll\i~bl\t._y ·tor ltllOb lilat•N1 aJ!,a. in !~~- tl\G7 MVo no 

&vat1a'ble tli.cJ;l.ittea it\ tu _..;. tor .-. ~·••• . . -_ -. - - . _. . --, - ; . ~. _. - -- - . . ' '- --- . - .;; -

"- '-_ - --DECLASSIFIED _ _ -·· ~i\b 
State Dept;. ,Letter,+ll-7l! . . · .· 

. By&H.P:UksDite::SE\'181912 
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FROM I 

TOt 

DATED I 

NUMBER I 

ORlGXNAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM GENT 

seoJ'etarJ of Stll~e, Waeb1ng1!on 

Amer1oan Embaear, Ank~a 

May 25, 1944 

From war Refugee Soard ~o Ambassador 5teinharat, An~ara, Turkey. 

Reference our 379 of ,April 2B oono,rning use ot the 

BARDALJ\ND tor evacuation of rwtfugeel!l. 

\iord IlaB been received trom Ambaeeado:r Win11nt that the 

Bri tiah have no obJootion to use_ o'f BARDALAND for refugee 

evacuation. on Mar 12 we oabled. l.flnie1l~t< Johnson 1n sto~kholm 

requesting him to ask the Swedish Gover~ent 'lfhethel' in v18;, 

ot the Britieh aot16n it would be Wlll~ng to make the 
: ' . . . . '; 

BARDALANl> avdltlble to 1;he war RefUgee Soard.. We suggested 

th~t if the swiUeh. tlO~Qr.nm"nt "w~r~ eo m.iitk as a prel1Jll1narJ , 
o· • ;J"·. _' ., · ·-· . ·.,.o .. ·- .. -··, ,- . · ... ·-, _ .·• •-

st~p the swedi;sb oOv~t"tlllle~~ $hould sotin~ o~t the ~rilan · 
o6v.ernlljent•s . . , .. a~ t(~r~~~·.t~,i:s~~f#~· sate ·~onautst 
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refugee evacuation operations in view of the tact that after 

May 18 it wae scheduled to depart for t.iebon and across the 

ltlantic to pick up cargo. The s,~edieh Foreign Offioe baa 

wired the maetE?r of the BARDALAND inquiring whether he 

oonsiderP. the veeael sutf1o1ently seaworthy for refugee evaoau-

tion operations. 

Afteor adv1Bing thet the B./\RDALPND 1e 1?.. cargo vessel of 

467~ deadweight tons with virtually no accommodations for 

ptHl Rangers lUnister Johnson asked to know the number of trips 

anticipated, the number of refugees involved, bet,oTeen '·1hat 

ports the ship would ope rate, and the IJ!.ani zat1on which '1ould 

assume responsibility for the refugees until they reach 1;he1r 

final destination. Minister Johaaon suggested that the German 

Government '1-Touldlbe more likely to act fevoriibly on a sate 

conduct request and a requeet tor d1vera1on 1f the BARDALANP 

were chartered to some neutral agency such aa :J:nteraroes ratpe.Ji 

rether than the War Refugee Board. J!'inall:y M1nt-ste:r Johneon 

advised that on May 18 the BARDALAND would ·be relee.eed tvom 

ita charter to the swedish Red CrO!!S QOst1ng between 3000 and 

4000 kroner a day and inquired whether tl'1f' war Jfefugee Soard. • 

would be willing 1;0 aaa11111e 1;he charter 11,a~q.1~1: as ·of that 
---. --

date even if the,. charter rtegoti:a'fj1one ul;t1~tely pro~~d : . . - . . 

unsuaoeset'Ul. 

we· e.re .. cal)ling ·MJ,fj.1ste~ JQ _ n ju! toti*w.,; 

flit: ~~~~~~- b~ :-~~ w~r··~~~ii.,,~9.1A~J; 1n:~:.~n . 
~t ttu) SWe41ah:GOV'el'QIJlen't agreed -.to oharter the· ~A.~AtAND t~r ... 

_~. .; - r ~-:.'-:·~-.- ~--'-·~;.rLo,•,;:.~-

•.. ···_-ri 



refugee evacuation to have the ship proceed to Istanbul to 'be 

fitted with the necessary paeaenger aocommoo.at1one. Frorn 

Ietenbul, the BARDALAND t-tould proceed to Oonstanza where thel't 

are a lnrge but unkno'l'm number of refugees available for 

e:v !louation. we feel eat11lf1ed that 1f the BARDALM'D puts 1n 

at Cons tan za refugees will be AVailable tor as many tripe as 

the ship can make. Mu.nwh1le 1 t would ba_ helpful to know the 

number of passengers the J3ARDALAND can carry after being t1ttt4 

with pac>senger accommodations. After e~mbarkat!on of refugees 

at Constan1a the War Refugee Boar4 would desire to have the 

BARDALAND proceed to Istanbul where the \~ar Refugee Board 

would accept responsibil~ty for arranging for the passengers' 

care until euoh time as they could proceed by rail to Palestine. 

If, in your opinion, the German Government is more likely 

to consider favora~ly a eaf~ oonduot request by the Swed1Bh 

Red Crose or by Intercross for a eh1p chartered to either of 

these organizations rather than to the War Refugee B~ard, the 

Board would agree to rdmburse the Swedish Red Oroee or 

InterQl'OSfJ tor all expenses incurt>ed u a rea~t ot aae~~ng 

the cht:lrter obl!gs.tion. n would seem to the Bclard that 

vs.a.~~ple tim\' oo~ld he ttaVed it tne BAJ:WAtMn> wore.;~b.aJ>ter~d 

·to the sl'feq-"sh Red Cro~s ratl'ull'ithan Inter¢roas as- tlier~t. woutd 
- .. 

be no ne~(l _tl) awd:t. autbori ratione trcnn tl&l'l~VE-1. ln · Ot'de.:r -'h,at . . - . -

th,e:re. be no di.t1f\lJ urittl:the r;wweditthBed Ol'oes:or IntercroJa/ 
~ . -- - - - .. - - ·- -.- - .. -- - . ·. -- - . . . . - . -' -- . -. .. . -: - -_ .... - . :- -. . ,~ - -" ,-~ -- ,_- . 



divert the BARDALAND and also for the necessary sate conduct. 

It ·iB assumed that you will oonduot the necessary negotia­

tions Hith the Bl-redleh Red OI'OEII or Intercross. Please advise 

us ho11 we can aid on th1e end. It is asrumed further that the 

BAR.-ALAND charter ne~ot1at1ons will be conduoted in Sweden. 

If so, the Board ~~uld expect you to aot as its representative 

in the charter negotiations between the Owedish Government and 

the swedish Red Cross or Intercross. It is presumed that no 

ohPrter contract would be entered into between the Swedish 

Government and the Swedish Red Crose or Intercross t11thout 

your r>r1or agreement to all details. 

The l'lar Refugee Board would agree to assume respono1b111t7 

for the reascnnble charter ooata of the BARDALAND from the time 

thet the BARDALAND puts into Istanbul tor refitting td. th pasaen• 

ger accoillmodat1ons. However, before such an obligation ie as­

sumed, the Board would desire some 1ndiont1on that the German 

Government wou'-d be willing to grant a_ eafo oonduot. 

Please thank the Swedish Government tor its eympatheUo . 

and cooperative attitude _in· this humanitarian undertaking .. • 

'lle hof'e that our suggestion that .the BARDAtANP put; in at 

Istanbul to be fitted with $he nooes·ltarJ paesenger ~~~o\n,Wod~tione 

1e ·a satlsft1ctopy e.rl["angem!)nt ·inMt'ar 'ae:the•·.'furkhh qoir~-e~t; 
1e concerned. O.f oouree, ·the ~~ormation in ~t1111Btel' Johnson• II 
o11ble oon~em1~ ,the J4WA4NI>is_ Qq~~J}IIl•~t 
you had ·.ea~l;J.cr' ~d~J.~ed u.t in rour·N~~,;i~7 
apov6 8.rr8n~e~e~l· ~ttQ.q1f ea~1~t¥oili~t':-1l~,; 

~~$ would m~oh "ipkre§~!t t_e ~p.;~1ole~a~f< · .. ·{iuJ~gfli~'Wl~·;:~~)"~.!ln;~o~lf'·§·. 
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You 11ill note \•·e are suggeetlng that Istanbul rather 

than 1-lnifa be mace tne final destination of the proposed voyage 

of the BARDATJ\ND. This "''U' done on the urgent recommendation 

of " repreeentetlve of the \'lar Sh1pp1ni Admini!ltrRtion who 

eupfe~tcd that the obtaining of the aafe conduct from Oonatanza 

to '-lalfa I·TDuld be extremely difficult Rnd lrould be certain to 

entAll much delay, !-le ,',id not antici1-1ate as great difficulties 

in obtaining B'lfe conduct for a voyF>ge whose ultimate destination 

would be Ictanbul. This repres~ntative stated also that the 

alterations necessary to prepare the BARDALAND for the short 

run bet1·reen Oonetanza and IstAnbul would bo relatively simplll 

an<~ quickly installed particularly in comparison to the 

altEretions necesflary to prepE-.re the BARDALAND for the run 

be tyee n Conste.nza and Haifa which ~10uld be a mejor undertaking. 

For the l~er run not only would greater attention have to be 

given to the minimum comfort ot the pase>engers, but also fairlr 

extensive f-eeding and sleepirif! fac111ties would have to be 

installed. In this representative's opinion many more end 

perhaps even tw~oe aa many paaeengers could be carried on 

the sllorter Istanbul run. He stated that' evan more could be 

oart•ied on the Oonetanza-letanl;lul run if w~athf.Jr conditions 

in the Black aea area permit' passengers to be carried on the 

open (leek~ 

ReterenQ• our 324; AJ>fr1:1,. 13 ooncernlngthe,tlme~h~n.the 
TAtU charter ehould be slgnt~.1:n 'vie~ o't' Oe'J,'Ill~n-'~l?~a;y-.~:n teld.rig , 

ROtion · on 'l'Al\I safe ool\du,ot_. 
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Please advise the date Be of •rhioh the ~lar Refugee Board 

boca11o liable for penalty payments under the TAR! ohartar 

agrr" ment. 

Reference your ?88 ·or May 2 concerning arrival of es 

!ULKA. Please advist\ present statue ot shipping out ot 

Conf'tanza. ~keoiflaallY. what are the dates of the rnoFt recent 

!'a111n(f e of thea MI'LKA, ~I.ARITZA, and BELLAOlTTA and whet are 

the plRns for their future ea111ngs? 

This is \·Jar Refugee Board aB.ble to Ankara No. 44. 

HULL 
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We ve aabU.q lllnllter lo!llltoa ae fo1love1 

Cluote U voul4 be the War R~e loud'e l.ntenttan lf the 
Svedllh GoYII'IIIIat i&ree4 to obartu .U lWIDAr.AJID for retQcee 
naouatton to baYe the lhl.p l»'OOeed to Z.tllll'bnl to be fltt114 with 
the 11101 .. 1117 P&IIOJIBU 80CI01111!104atlou. J'roa Jat~bll1 1 the JWmA.. 
liA1ID vould PJ'OOIId to Oonet~~~aaa where thee art a lvp bid U.. 
knovn 111111lbu of refucee• a't'alla\le for ~Uon. We feel eaUa­
tte4 that It the JJAlm.ALAliD puts Ill at Oeutaa• ••tv&••• vlll be 
antlable for u .._ trlp1 u the ahlp oan llake. HeanvhUe U 
WOUld be helpN to bow the llUIIlbl!l' of paeaqtl'a the B.W>At.AND 
oan OU'J7 att.u bdq flttei vlth p&lleqtr aoao~~aG4aUona. 
Att• ea)a:rkatl.on of r.,..ee at Oo~tdlll• th• W• He~e ~111'4 
vo'ld,& 4etlll'e to haTe ~ JAJU>ALAJID PJ'OQII4 ~o letan1ml,. woe tile 
War lltfacM loaJ"4 vn14 aooept reaponel'b11ttl' tor • ...,_., tor 
tht PIIIOJ!Cel I oare 'lllltU 1110h ttu U they Could Pl'GIIH4 by 
rM.l to Pa1.81Une. · 

Zt. ill vov opl!llon. the GerJaaa Oo'rh'Uieat te aor• l~oll:' 
to oonat4tJ' f&'rOl'abiF ito a&te oo).\(ut rOfl'IIAI.tt bJ' ~~~ Blrd.llih If 
Oroaa or by XntU'ortul• fot a eJd,p ~ere& to either of~· · 
o:rfll'l aatl.ozte l'&tller tllaa to tbt W$J.' ltotq~• Jlo~1 t .. 
Wo\114 ••• to relabUrlt the SWlllh Jlt4 Oi'i)'lit ot 11al · 
fo-r 111 -.Ptuea ln0Ul'l't4 •• a renlt ot .. .-uS the ..,,. 
obliptl,oll. X.. WOUld 111111 to the JJo~d ,,..., 'rii.tua,'ble ·"'- ~4 
be ....a f.t tu 2WmAt41D ••• obart.rf4 to tllfl Mlllib ~ea.· o.ro .. 
rather ._ lnbl'.,oei a11 tJm.e *« 'lit ,ao (~~~- u) ntitl. to 
~• •Uort..-nont fl'~ 0....._ i'a otdw tut tiieio lit no (,..., 
pat no) 4tl19' until the sittatth Jte4 Ol'o•• os- lnhi•di'oea •••• 
to aoot,Pt thlt ohU'ttl' · ot the ~~· fo'f! teful•• ~tlont 
p1eut re.,...at tbe ~lila ~t~•• •o IUJ(t·•·••~~-.•·(l'~ 
P•t .,_.,.,.,,) l'ltu•n. •• tbt ~ lfoye-.at toi'Iitftii .. lol 
to 4l .... t U. DJ.'IU)ALAJU) -.« alao'tor .,.,. f:iH,.It!tq .to oo~t. 

It II --~ ti,.._ ~ vJll 00-t ~-J!.~f.,., -~-..... 
U<ig 14th tht SWt414 ·ltd. Or~isl ot- Jtt . '-'"~- liMtll . ...,..,. 
'1\J . .._ • e~aaa •ta. o-. tJile ItA"· It •• · · ., ~.· •JU.• the 
--~·~•• ~,._,toile vlli .... · . '11~.i1a. ~···: .Jt 
to. ~_lq•tl W.Ul~ -~·'~ •o ~· ~·· , ' i'P~•~:•s.-... ~; · 
th• ~-·- ~···KQ--) • ....__ - SW!~~ ~- ~· ~ . . h'•~~ h4 O~ea ~r futifi'.,.f'••~ _· J't l•(ii,~~~ •-• .. ~.·. ~~tr · 
OO#.VI.C!' .0'\114 )e ·btt1H b.to '!Mtwt• • ..,fi.elt.~qoy~t (tall 
tbi tfltlli~!lh Ret ""•• or t•t•-"•• Wf.'llrit t.~ ii*~Or' .,...._.. 
to ;u tetat.le. .··•·· · . · . . 
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:Plee.ae thank the SWIO.lah GoT81'111lmt for Ua q~~patheUo aa4 
ooopel'atlTe attitude ln thle h11118D1tulea Ull4ertaldJII. t1JlllUPe 

We hope that ow sucgeetlin tbat the BABDALABD :p11t ln at hbnbul to 
be fl tte4 vlth the neoe11&17 paeaequ aoaoaodatlone h a aaUefaoto17 llft'uge-

___ ment tnaofu aa the hrklaJl Oo-val'JIIIent ta ooaoel'll84,. Ot oovae, the lDtOl'UUoa 
ln Mlnleter JoJmaon1a oable oonotnli'.W the llABDALAlm'• equipment IIIU'ely oo-.a 
what you h&4 e&l'ller a4'ri114 ua ln TOUI' No. 397 of Mal'oh 8, If the &boTe II'I'UCe­
ment la not (soepeat not) aaUefaotorr to -. 'hrld.eh Go1'ernaant ve voald II1I.Gh 
eppraolate an 81t~t1Ye IUII8Btlon tl'oa you. 

You will note ve are auuaaUDC that htan'bld rather than Halfa be 
made the tlnal deeUraaUon of the pJOpoaed TOF.,P of the JAIIDALABD. '!hla vaa 
4one on the vcent ....-au on of a w•••mtatbe of the· W• Sblppl1!£ .AA.. 
a!Dla11raUon w!lo -.eatd that the o'lltalDli!« of the eate oon&uot tl'oa Ooa­
a11anaa to lalla wo1114 be ntrau~ 41ftlo111t an4 would be aertaln to tntall 
muoh dtlar. II ua. aot (r~~ptat· not} anUolpate u peat 4lfttGI11Utl t.a ob­
tatntq aate 'conlut for a voJ&I• whoae ultbatt o,eatt.Datlon v01Jld be lnaabul. 
!'hll repreallltaUve etated abo that the alt~;:~~•-•IU7 to prepue the 
JARD.ALABD for the abort ru.n 'betveea OoaeteDI& and latlii'l,lnd would be :rllaUore~ 
ataple 8114 4.1JlaklJ' lnltalle4 paJtlaul.IIZ'17 la OOIIJI&\'I.IOil to the alteraUoaa 
naoeaa&l7 ·bo pl'epare the BARDAt.ABD tor the run ·blll~nn Oo»atansa uA Balta 
whloh would be a ma,1or \UI481'tllldi!a. l'or the l"'te*' I'U 110~ 0'17 _.,,4 peateJ' 
attenUon haTe to be ctna to the lllnlJna ooatort ot the patiiQera, but alae 
fat.r17 ..-ellelYf fte&tq an4 •Uept.q taot.U.tltl would b&Tt to 'be lnatalled. 
Ill thb rtpi'eentaUTt's opf.Dloa .._, •• ad. pal'hape .....U. twt~e ae ll!lllll' 
p&llloctJrl oo1tll "' oa,niell on the ahoner c~'\na'). nn. He eta ted , .. , 
....... 1110re onl4 'be Cllll'l'led on 11ke eo-.tu..-ht'o'llii1 :rim lt weathezo oonat-
11toaa f.n the BliMI'Ic Sea ••• peridt l)MI~!i. to be CIIIJ'l'ie4 on tho O}len ae-.. . . ~ 

aete•eno• ov saM- Aprll 18 4oa<!-.. the tt;ca wen ._ !II~ chart• 
thould be •t&ae4 ln 'riev of ,.._.. 4elq b taJd;ng aotloa on !I.'ARI aa.r• ooaau.n. 

n .... 14Ylll the taie U ot Qt.~ the 1ftt~' -~ .. Jou4 b...__lh'le 
for pnalty ,.,._" 'IQI4w * 'Alli ..._,er ••••· 
· :a.tunoe ro• 788 ot Mar a. 04tMft'Jil~ .. l'l't'itl. . of ss tqLU~ Pleaea 

e&n .. :pttnt •'•till or ebtw~ out ot CO•••••· . &Piolfto~t vJJ&t •• the 
aatet·or ~ 11011\ ""•'·~-'.1•.-.• of ·the .... -.~~~~·if4'8zt•, ad B~llt.\ M4 
,._, are the pUae tor tlaelf-"'hh .-nt.a~tt . . . · . . . 

· 'lbl.• l• V.. lltfciStt JeN'I ealile to .-a ••• _ ... , ollolt4,.__ 

*********** May 22, 1944 
2:45 p.m. 

\ ·-.. 
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From War Refugee Board 'l'o IUnister Johnson And Olsen 

Reference your No, 1744 of May 16 concerning Swedish Jorelgn 

Office attitude with respect to diverting the DARDAJ,AHD for refugee 

evacuation in the :Olaok Sea; area. 

It would be the ~lar RefUgee Board 1 " intention if the Swedleh 
•• -.o .., 

Government agreed to charter the :SAllllALAND for refU&ee evacMtion 

to have the ship proceed to I9tanbul to be fitted with the necessary 

passenger aooommodat1ons, From Istanbul, the BARDALAND would proceed 

to Oonstanza ·where there are a large but unknown number of refugees 

available for evacuation, We feel satisfied that 1f the BARDAI,AND 

puts in at Oonstanza ~efugeea will be available for as many tripe 

as the ship oan maka. Meanwhile 1t would be helpful to know the 

number of passengers the RARDALAND can carry after being fitted with 

passenger accommodations, After embarkation of refUgees at Oonatanaa 

the War RefU&ee :Board would desire to have the BARDALAND prooeed to 

Istanbul where the War RefU&ee Board would accept reapons1bll1ty for 

arra114!:ing1br the paeeengers 1 care until euch tlme ae they could 

proceed by rail to Palestine. 

·It, in your oplDion, the German Government 1e more likely to 

cone1de favorably a eafe condut J."equeat ·bY the .Sve41ah Red Crose 

or. by Inter~roee tor ::. llhlp ohutered \0 either of theBe· o~ganlaatlone 

DECLASS~&l'· thaJl 
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r~ther thaa to the War Refugee Board• the Board would agree to 

reimburae the Swedieh Red. Oroea or lnter~roea for all ex,pe~e• incurred 

as a resUlt of aaewalng the aharter obllpUon. n would eeem to the 

Bo~trd Jlhall valuable tipie oo1l14 be eaYed. lf ·the liAJU>.u.AliD were chartered 

to the Sve4lah Red. Orose rather than Interoroaa aa there would be no 

need to await authorlzatlone ~om Gen8.a. In order that there be no 

delay lmtil the Swedish Red OroBB ol' lnhrarou agraes to aooept the 

charter of the BARDALANJ> for refugee evacuation, pleaee requeat the 

Swedish Government to make an immediate request to \he German 

Government for permlaeion to divert the BARDALAND and also for the 
• neoesaary safe conduct. 

It is assumed that you will conduct the neceasary negotiations 

with the Swedieh Red Oroea or Intercroaa, Pleaee advlae ua how we 

oan aid on thla end. It is aaauecl further that the BABDAI.AND charter 

n11otiationa will be conducted ln Sweden, If eo, the Board would 

expect you to act aa lie repreaentatlve in the oberller negoUatio~· 
i. . ; •' -;" between the Svecliah GoverMenll and the Svedlsh Red. Orou o:r Interorosa• ··· 

It la pre&'WIIacl that no obarhr OODtraot Would be ent~ed into betwe.en 

the SvtUib GO!fl"Dmenfl ~d flhe Sved~tll Red Oroaa or Inte.rcroas without 

your pr(or agreement.to all detalla. 

The War Rtfu&ee Board would agea to aBBUIJ!«,·r•sponlllb~lUy for 

the raasone.ble charter coats of the liARD.ALAlm triim the tlllle thilt the 
. . . 

ll4tp)AWD puts into letalib\11 fnf:'t8tlttlng with pasaenger aoooinniodatlo~e. 

Hovevel', betol't auoh an. obU.gatf.on :t.e as~ed• ,the io!U'd wo11].4 cieaire 

aome 1n4ioa,ton 'hat the Ge'lll!lzi Govel>nment would btt !il;llng ,, grant 

,a~ 
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CABLE TO 1(INISTER JOHNSON AND OLSEN, STOOKI!OL!.I, SViEDEN, FROM liAR REFUGEE Bo.\RD 

Reference your No. 1744 of May 16 concerning Swedish Foreign Office attitude 
with respeot to diverting the BARJl\LAND for refugee evacuation in the BJ.aok sea area. 

It would be the War Refugee Board 'a intention 1f the Swedish Government agreed 
to charter the BAitllo\I.AilD for refugee evacuation to have the ship proceed to Istanbul 
to be fitted with the necessary passenger accommodations. From Istanbul, the 
BARDA.LAliD would proceed to Oonstanza where there are a large but unlmown number of 
refugees aV!iil.able for evacuation. We feel satisfied that 1f the BARJl\IAND puts in 
at Gonstanza refugees will be available for as many trips as the ship oan make. 
Meanwhile it would be nelp.ful to know the number of passeneers the BARDAWID can 
carry e.f'ter being fitted with passenger accOillllloda.tions. After E!!llbarkation of 
refugee13 at Oonstanza the War Refugee Board would desire to have the IWlDALAND pro­
ceed to Istanbul where the War RefUBee Board would accept responsibility for arranging 
for the passengers 1 care until such time as they could proceed by rail to Palest1ne. "' 

If, in your opinion, the German Government is more like}¥ to consider favorably 
a safe conduct request by the SWedish Red Cross or by Interoroae for a ship chartered 
to e1 ther of these organisations rather than to the War Refugee Board, the- Board 

would agree to reimburse the Swedish Tted Croos or Intercross for all expenses :l.nourred 
as a result of assuming the charter obligation. It would seem to the Board that 
valuable time could be saved if the l3I\RDllAND were chartered to the Smldieh Red Cross 
rather than Intercross as there would be no (repeat no) need to await authorisations 
fr001 Geneva. In order that there be no (repeat no) delay until the Swedish Red Ol'oss 
or Intercross agrees to accept the charter of the BARilt\IAND for retug~ evacuation, 
please req.test the SWeliitm Gove1'lllll0nt to makG an immediate {l"epo&t ~) request 
to the. German Government for permission to divert the BARDU.AIID and alio for the 
necessary safe conduct. 

It is assumed that you will aondu.Ct the neaesaary negotiatioruJ With the Sndieh 
Red Crose or Intercross. Please adv.l.se us how we can aid on this end. It. ia asSll!led 
.further that the BARDALiiliD charter negotiations will be conducted in Sweden. If so, 
the Board. would expect you to act as its representative in the charter negotiation• 
between the Swedish Government and the BWediah Red Cross or Intet'Cl'Ot18o It is 
presumed that no charter oantract would be entered into betll'een the Swedieh Gov&mment 
and the SWedish Red Ol'oss or Intercrose without your prior ag~reement to all .details. 

The Wu Refugee Board would agree to a&Sll!le reaponaib111ty for the reasonable 
charier coats of the BAimUAllD h'Oill the time that the BARIIDAND puts into Istanbul 
for Nfitting with passenger acoQQ!lllOdati~a. However, before suoh an ob)4gatipn is 
aslllll!led1 tbe Board 'ft'OUld dest.re aQ!!e :l..ndication that the German Gcmmtrlient wul'd be 
willing to grant a sate cancl®t•' 

-Please thaJKthe Slledieb- Uovemment for its sympatbetio Wld cooperative attitude 
in this humanituian un4ertaldng • 

•••••••••••••• 
lllq 20._ 1944 
10&46 A.M. 

~k~1PJf.. J62oM · 
,,.~ ..... 7--- . 
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>~e have upproac.lul4 the &e4d.11h"'i'os-e1f:ll Yfi'leo vhll reepect t;o thtl 

vosaal 'tA.!Uh-.L";'u" au U fl&eraa d1aUnoUJ' coO'pln'9Un ;,;nd 11'" "-ll d~~ill! 

ma.Siicr t;, detG!L'W1ne Whether he gontldU'Il the bo111t suff1chmt1Jr aeewortlly for 

tli1a pu.r_r>t>$0• fou vtll .. H«J.l that the 'VGIIBtl le bet~ wtth!b-&.11!1 fHia 

Gr6e~t'r. ll~f nlll'lMI'UJ' ltecaume tt le badly tn Met\ of overhaalt~~;~. feuding 

would be !'1.p-rf:t31Ate4 by t.be l,.tlo11., 

(a) "e vo\l.ld. tll<"e to knOW Mlf llllft.lT Hfll4:~.811 

what porte. You abDnl4 note tlt.<!.tt the DAJll.'W,Al:'.O h ~>. oal'i.llJ 17&elflel of 4575 

deadao16ht tona vtth ~rtua11r no ~ocomo&attoae for ~a~e~~~. 

(b) <ie woold Uke to know Who the ch9rte.l' Jlllldy vlll br.t. lie ~et 

that :V<>U. tt.tve C!)UldvaUoa to the tatHMU0.1 !e4 C..•• _. oU.O"'ll\ti.l.~al 
ol'~nh-.!!.tlOll '~>hleb ¥011\4..,. ta a po!JUloa to make •tabal ~-- fo'lt 

a&f'e-eonduot bettied ot the ~~'AI' P .. f'qpe Boarl\l~a~• 10. 006) • 

(C) ·Until tile ftfqen reaeb ~· fiMl d.ettlua"Jl&a, vhat OJ'il;!mhat;~?n 

wUl lll$\ll!l6 :I'OB!lOJI8lbUltl' ot ~ _.. of tlat8t 

(4) on }'ie:y 18. tlM! vetQ1 wlU lie l'eltaul ftam ollulw •o >iv.Ullb 
DECLASSIFIED 
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~J •u.uld lH:e to lt:nt'w if tlle ·lu.lr' ~ eftlgee lloa'l'd vlll aeewne l'<lfiponeibUUy 

for chal"'&I'·-OO!Jtll'beyon<l r-,ay 13 11hlo.h &1'8 occao1one4 b;y dela)'e in nee;oH().t1one 

~ t-:. ~hoe the V(~~••l 1a retu.gee work eYen U' negothtlou IU'e 1llleuoecaea-

(e) lJ;:~n vlthdr!UI81 from t)re&t rol1ef. the DAlUlAL\'·'Il wm.e t., r&tlll'l\ 

~t • flier l<ay 10 the MK11Al.i41ll was ocit&d\tle4 to dop/U"t tor l.:l.ubon and Cl'088 

'he ~tlantlo to plok up o~. tor wbloh Gen~~perm~tM1on wae BOCUFe4. 

~h ·d.ll ~Dn&eeat favowable pJ'cap&Qe •bat fol'itiie 1t~iret'-•* the veasel 

b wft'1o1$0lt.l.'l' aeawortq. 

OOllt YAIJem. 1/18/IJ,f, 

lo~~ WVA IS bill 2 'II 

h\V2HtflCJ.Otr o· c· 
h\Vll ljEI:.OCt;E llOVllD 

HE:CEii\ED 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROMt American Legation, Stockholm~ 

TO 1 Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED& May 12, 1944 

NUMBER 1 1699 

2221!2-
I Notice baa beon given to the British by sweden that 

tho vessel BARDALAND 1e being withdNwn from Greek( :relief 

operations and 1ntonda to leave Pi~oua bound for Lisbon on 
:· A 

her way back to Sweden on the eighteenth of May. Inqu!ry 

baa been made ot'ilHM bJ the B:r1t1ah Legation's cable no. 

619 ot May 10 to Foreign Otf1oe as to whether such aail1ng 

conflicts with any plana the War Refugee Board may have 

and points out that in :regard to tbia matter neither the 

British nor American Legations hero bavo received 1natruo• 

tiona. 

Tho need ot a ahip ror GNek rellet was the bade of 

our objection to ua1ng the vaaael to'J' retuse• evacuation, 

but 1n view ot tho taot that tbe V4Jiael 1a being w1 thdl'awn 

from auob operat1ona and balng replaoed b,r aiat~ voasol 

BORELAND th1a obJection 1a now removed. In view ot 1ta 

early aa111ng an1 aot1on to u•e tbe ~llr ror retugoo 
• < ·-:· .... --,~ _.,-.. -

operations muat be ln1Ua\ed 1Jamtdtater2..J• 

The IARDALAND 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·~2 

By R. H. Parks Date...s..E.e.J 8 1972 
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The BARDALAllD is required to return to swedish waters 

at an early dato because of German oonaent to the Swedes 
I 

wheroby the BOHBLAND was released from the Baltic blockade. 

Use of the usual dllat_ory tactics on safe oonduct matters 

might be precluded by the fact that the Oormana are obliged 

to give prompt reply concerning any project to divert her. 

The foregoing message is for tho attention of the 

War Hefugoe Board and 1a WRB no. 11. 

JOHNSON 
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0evc_ ~ 
ORIGHT;,L TRXT OJo' ~'"c:L!>GF.Ar: SRNT /2tl~~rffl~. I ) 

Secretary of State, Washington I'~ 
Amorioo.n Legation. Stockholm 

:·.c.v 12, 1944 

i95 
X ,..CONTROL ~Qp.y· 1 

'.'· .. r 'lefugee Board to Minister .Tohnaon, Stockholm, S\iaden 

.- eferenc£· your 7ll4. il.nrch 7 congern1ng poes1ble une of S~tediah 

uhh f<ir refugee CVSCU'ltion in :na':l.kan{ Bla.olt Sea area, 

Arnbc·3aador Std.nhnrdt advilmd us .some time ago thn.t t< nuraber of 

x•efu~;<.HS can be eva~unted ~om Rumania~ in a6.d1tion to the 1500 t~ho can be 

carrie,~ on 'i:»FIJ ~thich in mtaiting GarrMn safe conduct (rpferenoe o~· 571 

April 3, ;rour llill April '7, our £i33 Aprl.l 10, your 1255 April 13), ln AI>l'il 

alone more the.-'1 900 refll$eata were brought to !l~~.Y in annll Jlulgarian shiJ>S• 

L..'l.te in ·~'obrue.ry at Ambanond.or Steinhardt 1 u auggeation made- a:£.ter 

dbot;esion 1·1Hh tb,e Swedbh J,e~ation .i..n Ankara a re{tueilt wan addre\lsed to the 

Suedish Govornm•;ut through HinistAr Dostrom in IJaehingtop. for authoriution 

to nivert E\ Grook relief ship fol' :re~eo o:Mrtitiona in 'flal.kan Black Sea 

area. The s~re<lish Government re,PU.ed that consent of the ~yernments con,. 

oernetl. :in Greek relief operat1ons woUld be necessary. It vas indicated. 

that tho <·i/S BtUIDALAND night be available fo'l,' such purpose if cer'tain conditione< 

could be 1ne1;. 

Origlnalcy the. :Sri-tis~ did not d&Bire to bave·an;r Gx-eek relie:l.' 

ship di:\'erted £or r&fugee evacuation. ~$ 1faaJrlngton repi'es~;~ntative o(the 

. U1nl stey of EGOnomlo Warflli'e ad.v:iaed the~aid 'that. ev~ a- small~ ioas of 
---~- -•-•---- --~----~, . - · ~ .. - . - • . · ... I.·.:-,.-·~-."-··· - ... o · , • 

tonne'ge -.in (}reek reli~;-ocheAule-~~t 'lfl~vo a.-~~~r1oue ~; ln deJ.ivedea• 

.!rhe Mlnletri tepreeen\e,ttve ·~~gellt$!~o~~~ .. till1.t,:£oUt ~dd~\~o~l s~!ps~2-~ 
. ' ' ~.. . . : . . . . S~te ~;fA, ~r-fl-72 •. 'foi nril~ .> . 

--.. ~:~~J!-·J?rfk~~~;!Ef·_ils·1~72~ .. · 

,. 
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tor Greek relief fleet were expected ooon to lei.<re tbe_J3alUo an4 at tba.t 

time the Q.\testion of diverting n chip for ret\tgee .ovaou.e.Uon could be 

reopened, 

ln vieH of Ambnosador Steinhardt_' e r.epea.ted and insistent requeota 

tlw.t fnrther efforts be. made to· obfl,..ln a Swe4f.~h ahlp Ambaaendor Vlinant at 

our sum;estion tool!: up the 111attezo with the :SJ'ltlsh Government. ;~ord bas 

just l>ec.n reosived f'ron1 Ambassadozo ~tf!nant fiMi! .~M Drlt18h Governmimt has ·no 

o bje..,tion to use of DAHDALAHD for refugee evacuation if S~rediah Government 

consents. D'urthermoro, Di-itish l·lould. gr~.nt aa.fe conduct for such a voye.ge. 

It iu undorutood in addition that BARDAI.Al!D la being withdrlll'lll from Gree?. 

relief gerv loa. 

2lease ask Suedioh <hvernmant lfllether in view of above lll"i1;ish 

notion and tho urgency of evacUAting ~efugeen from Balknn areas it \muld 

be wi,lin;> to make DAP.DA:LArlD nva11able to i-faX' Refugee lloard ~<ll' refugee 

evacu.!l.t.ion from .lh1lllllnia 'ijo Turkey o~ ~L\lestim_e, mid whe~h~r as a prel~minary 
- _. --· 

step it Hould :l.mmedia.tel;i so\lJ.'\d out the Gerill!lli. Governm1mt 'a uilline~$ij~':to 
gra;;t Bafe oond.uat £ox· such ~n ·evacuation operation;. • . It tho Swedisi-1 

Govel'll.msut desires, the ~la.r Re~ee Board uould aid by auking.othar ·neutral 

governments and the V'atican to malta i;til.ependellt ap:prov.ohee to th~ German 
- - - . 

Government in s,upport o:t tho Swedir.1h aP.pl'riaoh. ,Althoiigh the :Board woul«t · 

, preiOJ;'·:th~~ It.<{ifa be ljhe dastina.tion b£ such nn evaou.a.tio.n voyage, the 
c • • ' -= . - - - . --.-. 

llo"~tL wo\iid. 'ai.P'ee. to l'!lllke a furkbll nor\ tb.e destiiiiitiori. if' such action · . -_-· -. - - . - -- -~- - . - - _. .· - :-- -- __ - --. - _-- - ·, _-- -·' 

tte1•e \nora l~k~ly to ·prod.uce a. favorablE! J'aS;ponso · fl'(un,tbe .Germa'ri Goy~Jinu;mt• 
'- - . . • . - - -_ . = - -.' '·. . - . • • • - -,, •• : -;-_:,- -_ ~ -· 

-·-, -_,_ 

·';._;-< ·---

'i 

\' 

_! 
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b.-, oo.ounted in the name 0f the llo,.rd, •11hioh would arranp tor Dritiah and 

Ru ·ob.!l 9"fe c'lnr1ucts,- 'l'hesfi! .>Ulrl <Other details auoh aa ine111'ance, (ltc. oonld 

lH. · )"' ·~d out "~ r·oon zs the preliminary negotiation• ahow ei{",n£ of protl.ucing 

In >'our <~il'louBcions ~11th the Swerlil!h C.overnment you m!l/: <~iBh to 

rm1..'<:e c ., _,. t:,,t time l.B of the essence in thio wntte:r, 

I'U 
Cl 

i. 
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/ 
OABLE TO BI'IBJEH 

FNa War l'letugee Board to Uinialter Johnson, $~khtll!l, ~ 

Rtf~• ;rouzo 184 March 7 co:cotm11lg posetble uee ot SlreditJh ahip 
t~io ntugee e\1'&0\t&Uon :1n ~ Blaolc sea an.. 

AmbaGNdor Steinhardt ®Viead us sQ~ · tt~~te aso that a ~ ot 
~8 osn bQ mouatQd i'i'® Rlln!Mia in ndclitf.on.t.o thG 1~00 who can be 
OUT:leclon !!'Ant which 18 &\'lilitins .. OOIMn.l.l.ite C!)n411.fst (ret~nce OUl' S71 
Apri13, ~ UG14pJ'U 1, cmo 6)3 ~J.'U 1()1 ;y<QIU,• W,$ ~ 13). In Anu, 
al~ ;rnore than 900 r4tlltgeee w.re brottaht to 1'1Jr1cey in·~ Bul.ganp lh4t•• . 

ta~ 111 Febnuy at Ambusador.ste~~'a·lfllggea~ion mada -.ltv 
t.Uaouaa:ton 1lil.th the ~lh· . .Lflsai;;l.on in Ankal:'ll a ~I!Uett wall addre!ls~ to tht 
Swedieh Oove1'Dlllcntt t~ JlinUwr BoottQ!l :1n W«fb:l.nstOn. tor 4'"~tion 
to divert a Onek J'el.iet •bip t~ :r~~ operations 1n ·~ m..ok Sea area. 
$'h$ SllecU,sh G~;nt replied tll&t COM!m.t of ·the gOvemlltm.~a ConGemed in 
GrWc reliet operatt01141 Would be twC&fi•• · · Xt •a indicated ttttt tb.e )l/s 
BARJW:.I\N.f) ill!ght bG &'failable fo't Saoh J!Ui'P:O... U 0~ cond1t1oq COUld be at. 



:'!J - -. """. 
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~ ·~ -~ · It 'Uie SWedish Oavernmeilt consents to tlle ut~e ot tlle BAimUAND 
and the Gmaan Govtmtnent is willing to grant sate conduct• a charter would 
be oxecmted in the 1IAnle of the BOIU'd1 which 'fi01J1d arrange tor British and 
Ruseilm safe conducts. These and otMJ' d.etaile tu.Oh aa lnlutancet eto. cOUld 
be worked out as aoon as the prelJminary negotiations show eigne of produoirlg 
roaults. c;./ 

In your dlscueaiono with the SWedish Government you ~ W1ah to 
make clear that time ie of the eseenoe in this matter. -

This is War RefUgee Board cable No~ JL_ • 

............... 
May 12, 1944 
12.115 P.M. 
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~Oili lf.u_ btu&•• Jou4' to Nlatatw Johluloa, Stooldl.ola, Swden 
- f J,i. -, 

'" Bettrenoe fOUl' VM ~lH-Qh ? ~IICimW!j :POeatb1e ue of SlltUih llhlp tor retqee ~\loa Ia ~ J1a.ok ~- ••· 
Amba•_.., Stebi'lle.t M'fl~tetY. WI. ao~~~e time 160 that a mvabfl' of :refu&••• tlill bt ....uatea. tr~ ~· Sn ~\toft to the 1600 ~ can 'be o~let on tm vblah I• awat'SIIC :O.maa •lft-oon~t (r.t•no• OU1' 6'11 Aprll 31 JOUI' U81 .Apt~J, V • ol.'lr 6B3 ~). 101 , JOUI' l,DSB .April 13) • ln J.pdl- .toa. ••• tlla 100 ••tuce11 ,.. broU&bt 'to fekq ln eU11 lJulp:rlaa ahlpt. 

\ 

( 



:.,-~ -.• 

~-, ~ U•ov.•4* '!4•ll·ihfl ~lA 'i'ttJl*e.l\ :vo:~~ 1m)' vli!h to •• o1• tu\"ttll• i.• ot ••••• toM tbflt·••• 'Of fa4cU.UoJIII1n~eo 
t;os.Jll..at....,. of,<Mtk~--~-~~ :a·P.. ... IJ..IIllAI __ ,lilrcmaAt'a"atlable 
tit..,.~ ... ~,. 

!l!lllt .... _,.,.~ .. Jet-." -· ... ~~ ............................ 

=. 



FROM: 

TO: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, Washington 

Amembassy, Ankara' 

DATED: April 15, 1944 

NUMBER: 333 
~ 

FROM 1vAR REFUGEE BOARD TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT, 

ANKARA, 

This is WRB Cable to Ankara No. 23 

Please refer to your No, 642 of April 10, 
·-· 

In Fepruary, immediately upon receiving your suggestion 
that .Greek rflief ships be diverted to refugee. evacuation 
rrolll l.\'\1111ania (your Nos. 282, 299, 306) we addressed such a 
·re'qu(fst to the Swedish' Government through the Swedish Ambas-
sador here. In reply the Swedish Government indicated that 
certain obstacles such as obtaining the consent of the German, 
British and Canadian Governments would have to be overcome 
before a Greek relief ship could be used for evacuation of . 
refugees. The Swedish Government indicated however that if 
these conditions ;nd certain others could be met one ship, 
the SS BARDALANDA, arriving in Salonika about March 15, 
might be used, 

. · -The Brit~sh Government apparently did not desire to 
have any Greek relief ships diverted for refugee evacuation• 
It is und'E)rstood tha.t\;the British X,.egation in Stockholm :felt· 
that any extraneous delay in the shipping schedul:e for 
Greek relief would have serious and deplorable effects. The 
Board has been advise.d J:>Y the Washington representative_ of -· 
the_Mil11Stry of_ Economic Warfare in a letterdated April 5 
that even a small loss of tonnage in the Greek relief · _ _ 
schedule might lee.ve a serious gap in deliveriesA The Minis ... 
try __ or_ E_conomiq- Warfare au __ gge_sted tha_ t __ i_t m_a_y be possible_ to 
reopen the question when four eh.ips which are to be added to 
the Greek relief flee:t have actually left the Baltic. The 
MinistrY added howeve_r that even so it would. be difficult 
to use a relief ship for this purpose and expressed t~e 
hope t~at s}lips.can be obtained. for this pu:rpos~ in other 
quarters. · • . · · 

'rhe content~~ 
·-·- - __ ---:: . 

DECLASSIFIEn ·-.• . 
!3t,;t<\D~pt. Letter, l-ltV 1819n 

By R. H. Parks Date.L 

=. 

\_ 
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The contents of you~ No, 642 have now been cabled 
to Ambaseado~ Winant with the ~equest that he take up 
t-ri'th the British Government as soon as possible the 
auestion of the use of the SS BARDALANDA. Ambassador 
Winant has been ~equested to emphasize to the British 
Government the great importance of obtaining the use of 
the ship at once for refugee evacuation~ If app~oval 
is obtained from the B~1t1sh;.Government, Ambassado~ 
Winant is to take up'the matter with the Swedish 
Ambassador in London, asking the latter to communicate 
to the Swedish Government our urgent request and further 

;w: askiniJ the SwediSh Government to obte.in a Ge'rman safe 
~':Jiondtiit. ·You will be kept advised of any further devel­~~medis. 

cr.: 111 :r.: 0:: . - ----~rr~ :$: (.II 

r!.:!~~ ro 
>rno 
IY'IITI:s; 

Cl~c! 
tii~ 
0 0 

Cll 
HULL. 

-=. 



FROM: 

'fO: 

D;>T£0: 

NUMB 'ill! 

American ~~basoy, London 

Seorotory of State, ·,vr,ahington 

May 12, 1944 

385'1 CONTROL COPY 
M"b"W has informed the Eoonomio War tare J>iv~sion. that. 

notice hos been received from the Swedes of the sailing of 

the B:.m:.u.,,ND,> on May 18 :t'rom Piraeus to Lisbon. (We refer 

to lQnbasay' s cable of May 4, 1944, 1-lo. 3663 and previous con­

cerning War Refugee .B;;ard's desire to divert tho BARDALANDA 

for purposes of refugee evacuation). 

=. 

Aooeptanoe of the swedieh 'notice is being temporarily with­

he1d by the Dritiah bocauso of the expressed interest of the 

'liar Iletugee Board in the use of the B11IWALANP1\ for refugees, 

but the British wish to know nt the earliest possible moment 

whether or not ther.;; has been taken up in stockholm the ques• 

tion of the diveroion ot the B.llllDALANDA since they wish t;o _ 

give the Swedes some reason for the continued refusal to ao• 

oept the sailing notice. If uee ot the BAfiDALhNDA for refugees 

is no longer being considered, the British would like to cable 

Stockholm acceptance of the notice for the BAIWALANJlf..._on _the 

fourteenth ot Mny so thst· tho vessel can sail... on sohed.ule. We 

urgently request the advioe of the War Refugee Board in the 

premises. 

DECLASSIFIED 
· S~ate Dopt .. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Par~ DateSEP 18 19l2 · .. · 
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TO: 

:mm:: 

P'.H\l"HR.SF OF ·rr:L:::GR•J,: SI'NT 

'.merican 6mbaesy, London 

Secretary of ''tnte, Washington 

li:ay 12 1 l 944 

NUMBER: 3810 

CONTROL COPY 
'Nor Refugee Board sends following for Winant. 

This refers to May 12 telegram No. 3857 from London. 

Cable has been sent by the Board to Stockholm 

asking that Swedish Government be requested to charter 

the ~hip BARD",L:'.ND'. for ev!louation of refugees from 

Blo:ck Seu porta to Turkey for Vlar Refugee Boa:rd. 

It is requested that you urge MEW to w1 thhold 

aoceptanct> of B.<:RD.'L ND.'. sailing from Piraeus pending 

receipt of reply from Stockholm. Information in ibis 

regard will be promptly supplied to London. 

HULL 

. DECLASSIFIED 

-..-
* 

State Dept. ·Letter, 1-11~72 ·· '> 
· · . · - SEP 18 197£.. · 

By ~ If. Parks Date-



OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

ley'd 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

') 

You will reca:).l that somet:ime ago I discussed with you 
the oossi 'li ty of using a Swedish ship for the purpose of evacua t.: 
ing to 'furk or directly to Palestine, if this is possible, 
refugees in e Balkan areas adjacent to the Black Sea. In your 
letter of Marc 7, you stated that the consent of the governments 
concerned would e a condition precedent to the diversion of Greek 
relief ships for efugee evacuation purposes. You also indicated 
that the M/S BAR might be available for this purpose. 

I am very ha to inform you that word has just arrived 
from Ambassador Winant London that the British- Government has no 
objection to the use of ~ e BARDALAND for refugee evacuation in the 
Balkan areas adjacent to t Black Sea, if the Governinent of Sweden 
agrees. Furthennore, the B tish Government is willing to grant a 
safe conduct for such a vqyag 

I should appr~~iat13 yo advising your government of this 
decision- of'the British Govei;',pmen at the same time presenting to 
your government the War Refugee Boa d's request that the use of the 
BAP..DALA.ND be authorized for the purp e indicated~ If the SWedish 
Government consents to the use of the DALAND for refugee evacua-
tion purposes, a charter agreement carL e.executed in the name of 
the War Refugee Board. The Board vroUld range for British and 
Russian safe conducts. It woUld be appre ·.a:ted if your government 
would attempt to arrange f<Or ·a Gennan safe -onduct. As soon as the 
Svredish Government's consent to·the·use oft BARDALAI{D is_ obtained, 
all details such as questions of insurance et can be worked out.--

Because of the desperate situation of he. refugees in-the 
Balkans, the War· Refugee Board would- desire· to ha the BARDALAND • 
commence evacuation operations_ as· quickly as.possi 
appreciate your advising-us when the ship could be 

:Honorabi~•_W:i;Wstrom, 
• Minister: of ~ecien, 

Washington-, Ik a.-. · 

=. 
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IV cl41AS' llr. llinilwre 

tou 'lflU ret.U that e(llll•t:lllle f.&O X diliO'IUI8~ with 7011 
the poedbilttr_ .r_ NUl a ~~h ahip tor the P'IU'PO$e ot evaouat-
1Dg to 'l'lmrtT ()l' ~tll' to Meatiftt1 1t thi&i 18 pot.lble, . . 
-~• 1ft the Jlal.1(a ~ •cent to 111.0 8Uek SM. In 7F 
l•tter o.nrarih 7, :r• ••~ thlt ~· ~ot~P~t ~~ the smm.n'­
cllrl,C,med ,..,_\~ bJ • •f.ln41tton Pf'tee« .. t tO the ~vir•~ ot Ot.tek 
~.: ·~ tor "--· .v.ll'latl~m ptirpoilea. · l'ou ateo ~dioatid 
tba\ ti Ji/& ~ ld.ght be 1.waiUtllt tor W.• PUl'»OIIe. 

I 8la 'Vf#Y ~ to Wo- You that ..,J'd ha. jut arrived 
t&'Oil .&:a\'*""_. Wtiwlt,- til J..oiirion tht;t the Bd.U~ QofeJ.'iaent hU no 
ob4ft\1M to 'tb.e UH ot the ~J) IOJ refugM MJCuit.tion in the 
~ u.., M#ac.;nt t, ~--~ su, u th• ~~t ot s.aen 
~-· _ ~-l»'t, the Bntteh <ltWetJ~tUnt ~ wJ.lUni to ~t a ,lltt e.._ot tw -luith a ~~. · 

X 'h~~ ~t41atlii.'11J1f// a4'fl.liiig 701U' m•~ ot thia 
4fA41tlon· ot :the Jtl.tifh ~t~ fit .the_. •• pm~_ w 
~-i~ tht 'If~ ~~ ~·• · .· .~-·-~t tlUi • ot the 
~tiD~ :&\lth~ ~~.·~· ~.... . : .• ' _rt tilt'-~ 
O~ent c~Cijltll W the •·ot Ult ... _· . _ .. t•:r ~ .... · ~-.4~.--: ... ~·;a·r~\:.· ···u _· -~·'.*.9~~~iln-:.'~ jC;;.,..;O~ .U."'"COM1i.Ot +t .;;,.,. t...- .··· ~.... • . ... . d t. -lf~ . . .-·· .· ' ,. .,. . !f'9..,.. ..... ~.. . . ""!'· J:OIU' @~ '~ 
~ •t*Pt to ~· (~ aJJ~ ..,,.,.~. · •• •• •·tb• 
~ .. OqW.._, •• ·~ tttllt:.- ot·~'MPM~a-u ~WM4 • 

.. au dettUt Ill.® .. ~ ot .... et •'-• -. :N wrq4 ·~· 
IJf ___ ot ~ ~~~ ,,.._". of the ~- iii ~he 

~~ ~ _, a.tqM ~ w.fuW 4Nu-t t; l),aV!It:UI4liAJq.l6tAQ 
-~,,~tlfil .,..,,..,., ~-- ... PNii~·# -~ ;_~ •*",.._ t.-· ... m•r•,'Whtmthe •h1» o~•" ..a. ~. · - -'~,, ' -_,_ ' '; . - . - -' - . - ~= . . . . _",. • 

,.,.~, .. , 

L' 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

AMEMBABBY, LONDON· 

1 u--;-; ··-''/ 
FROih 

TOI 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

Secretary of State, Washington 

May 4, 1944 

3653 CONTROL COPY 
The Department's cable of-April 28, 1944, no. 343~ from 

the War Refugee Board and the previous are referred to here-

with. 

With respect to the diverting of a Swedish vessel for the 

purpose of evacuating refugees, a favorable reply has now been 

received from the Foreign Office. The ban on code cables tor 

foreign diplomats other than American or Russian has been put 

into effect since the receipt of War Refugee Board's cables 

under reference, in which the Embassy wa~ requested to take 

the matter up with the Swedish Minister in London as soon as 

\ favorable reply was received from the British and we presume 

that the Swedish Minister would not be able to communicate with 

his Government in cipher regarding this matter. Consequently 

I hesitate to approach him and it is suggested that the War 

Refugee Board may under theao_oircumatanoos desire to oommun1qate 

with the Swedish Government directly either. through our LegatiOn c 

in Stockholm or through the-Swedish Legation in Washington. 

It was stated by the-Foreign Ottioe in its reply that it 

has no obJection to the BARDALANDA bei~S, used tor this p\U'pose 

and is willing to grant a sat;oonduot pfilvidecl the· Government 

ot (iwedeJl aisreea an,d that saf~oonduots are_obtaijled from tbe 
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Russian Government and from the German Government on behalf 

of itself and its Allies, The letter from the Foreign Office 

states that it is understood that the BARDALANDA is at Piraeus 

at the present time and is due to return to Sweden, leaving 
', . . (lela's 

the Greek relief service. · The Fore&gn Office letter aeee•4• 

that the Swedes have put forward proposals that on her way 

'::. ,.hom~thi~ ship should collect the oarso of various imports for 
r£:. ~ 

c~~·.~sweien. 
~g~ '0we have not oollllllunicated with .llmbassador Harriman concern-

~~~~ng le procuring of a sat.econduot from the Soviet Government • 
..c(~ 
G' • 
c 0 

(II 

WINANT 

~~ 

~~-
~. 

~>-~~ 
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secretary of StPte, '~11Bh1ngton, 

•' 
TOt Al"'fmASSY, London 

(tA'l'EDt t-.pr1l :·~a, 1944 
)( 

NUl-iBERI 3'134 -CONTROl COPY 
FROII. THr W/•.R RF!t'UGEF. BOA;'D T'' Al.ffiAgSADOR ',viNANT 

Pler. ae refer to your no. 3233 of April 20, w1 th 
Cii 

~3= r~:~eot to use of f3\1SdU!h ship for refugee evacuatl..on 
0::"'- ~ 

o::%':i. ptiPpor;es. Your prompt aotiDn in thts matter is greatly 
rr1...-s ell_ 
~~~ aJ>r:~rf3G1tatf:d. 
~~~ -~ 
~~o. ::: Ao eoon l'lf1 a fnyorr.ble roerJ._y 1A received from thr 

.c(C) o::· Q j o ~lr1~Jo£sh,- ple,..ne take UP the mP.t"t:icr w1 th the !'11qedee on 

the bF!BiB indicnted in your cable. The choice of the 

vessel to be diverted may be left to the f'h-1eciee although 

it ehould be suggeAted that the largest vessel rend1ly 

nvnl.lable should be used. ThE! Swedes should be naked 

to request Germnn snfe qonduct. If you deem 1 t des1rnble 

we >·Iill tHik Ambassador Harriman to ·obtain Russian 

anfe COnduct Or YOU may request him directly to do BOo 

Yon ora authorized to ndv1ee the swedes the.t neoeeso.ry 

finsnoial nrrangements tor the use of the vessel will 

be m11de l)Y the \var Rt;fugee Board. 

Kindly ndviAe us of such further action l'lB should 

be taken from Washington in order to make·ava1lnble 

a swedish vessel at the earliest. possiblE! moment. 

~ -~ . ,_ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Pleaee refer JGUr Jo. )2)3 of Aprll 20 wlth re-.peot to uee of 
Swe4llh thlp tor J'Oftclt wacruuoa P""P••••· lcro pro~apt aotloa II 
~ta aattu h peatl:r a,preolate4. 

Aa aoon ae a taYorable repl7 lt reoel'red fl'oa the ll'lUU., pleaeo 
take liP tho utter with tho lhrtAea\tll th• \ad• ln4loate4 la JOV oable. 
the ohol.oe of the YOetel to 11e U.erto4 Nrlle lett to·the hebe olthnah 
1.t tb.o'ld4 'II• I'IIA••••a tbat the we••t •••"1 J'..Ul7 aYal.la'lllo llao'llld 
lie uo4. fte S..clet llaod4 be aatea to ,.,_..,, htaaa eat• oea411ct. It 
rn Aoea &t cle1lra\llo we wl.l1 atJc M11atR4ti' IU'ritaaa to obtalll Jktutu 
eate ocmclut or you 11q l'e(llett hbl dlJ'eotl:r to 4o ao. Tov. aro utbol'laet 
to adYlee the llwecle1 tbat nuee_, fl1Wiolal U'l'anglllentt for the ue ~ 
of the •••••1 vlll lie aade bJ the War Rettcee Ieard. 

lln4lv aclYI.te ue of noll ful'ther aoUOJl •• llho1&14 lie taka froa 
latblucton ln order to aako a.allable a Swtdleh yeaaol at the IU'lleat 
poaalb1o aoaent. 

April 26, 1944 

10:40 A.H. 
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ORIGTNAL TFXT 'JF' TELFGHM :3FNT foW ~ 
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t/ J 
Beoretnry of Stl'te, '.·:rsh1ngton, 

TO l 1\.MEJ·lBA':lSY, Anknrn~ 

l1A~'ED A 11 8 19 f' t ·, I pl' . 2 1! 44, 
CONTROl cu~· 

i'l!Hc" HI 37£1 
). 

I?HOl vu.n FEF'Utl·F:F: BOA"D TO THE AHBASSADOR 

Plerne refer to your no. 712 of Apr1l 19 w1th 

ree.,ect to usc of gg "lAHDALANDt/ for evnount1on of 

refugees. /'.e you ':fPre nov1ned 1n our no. 333 t>f April, lf;, 
J 

we requented !llnhtHJF!fldor ''inant 1n London ngain to tnke 

U1l this rnr.tter \q:l.th the Br1t1eh and the thtP.den. 

Arnbe.se<>.dor ···1mmt hns now replied ae i'ollm~BI 

("WOT1":, In accordance. w1th the request contained 

l.n the Department' e no. 3005, Apr11 15, we immedin,tely 
. . I -~ I • 

sought consent of the British, Governmen,t. The head of 

the He11ef flection :l.n MEW was e1mul te.neously approached 

because of the urgency of the matter. Even though the . 

re_ly of the British Govern111ent ls not yet available, 
. ~ J 

we find the opinion of the cited flection Head(W.A.Campe 

~iho 1n Greek1 relief'me.tter.a is the.most influential 

Bri t1sh off1oinl) is agree·iible to. di vertiilg of a 

Swed.'-ah ship engaged 1n Gr-e-elr-:-rel1ef,-cthe choice to be 

left to, the St.-edes though the BARDALAND seems likely. 

anc1 conditional .o.n Russian and German navt\1 ,('lnd tt1r 

sn:f'e oonduotet but to< any npproaoh 111ade to Ger!De.nr 

be:tore 
· PECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

B}> R, Hi Pa~k~ Daw.s.ElL11J 1972 



-= • 

-2-

before the departure from the Balt1o(aoheduled tor 

April 25 or 26) of the leot of the three ad<'l.1 t1onal 

and t'm -replEJ.cing St.fediah ships_ a provecl by., the flermtme 

for the ~reek relief fleet, CampR is emphntio that 

wh11.tever antioipa.tory arrnngemente be made he wou: d 

object strenuously. 

J-, 

Shall I guide my d1scuaR1on \-11th the !'hredieh 

l41n1ater in the snme sense, if this proves to be the 

line tAken by the British when their reply is received? 

Valuable time may be saved by your advance instructions. 

UNQUOTE. 

\~e are today cabling Ambassador Hinant instructing 
;;;; 

hiiAtto proceed t.fl th his negotiations ·for a Swedish 
:!fi 

v~el on the basis indicated by him as soon as a 

favorable reply 1a received from the. ~rit1ah. 
Ui 

You will be advised of any further developmentri. 

Th1.s is WRB Cable to An,knra no~ 3~. 

HULL 

_! -.-

(' 
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rl ....... ,., •• ,.... ••• 111! of .t.pl'll ' vltb ... .,... to ... of •• 
ltAlUlAlfAJl])A for wana\loa of ... ,...... Aoe JO'a w•• .._....,M. b OlU' 
1o.· DJ of Atrl). u, ,. ,.._..,,.a Mkt-'tr WlQll~ k *to• qda 
'' taP 'Ill tbl11 •••• wltb tile lrtttlll uA the IHtet. Aalae•adol" 
Wt.naat lait.t 11ov ,.,u .. •• to:Jlo-.i · 

Cf!OP. - aooot ... ae trl.th the re9)Uiet c~tat.et la ~· hp_..._,,, 
lo. 3005, A»l'f.l 1,, we tll!ll•dtately IOvcht ooneeat of ~he JIJ'Uhb 
t.Yern111 .. t. tla! hea4 of t~e lelt.ef etoUotl ~11 lfJif Qt tlnl\aatoueJ.t 
"fl>J'O&OM \t~nee of the 111',.1\ft of the .. \ter. -.. thoup the ,.,,_, 
ef tke JJrUIIIl OoYel'...at lt aot pt •••Ua'Ole, 'It fld ,,._ oplaha of 
tile oUt& ... tlOila..& (W.4.f_,.l Yho t.a·•••••lt.•t .. _.,,, lt tb.e 
••• t.atl'U\lU.-1 Jrt.tllll oftloW) 11 _.,._'ble to tt.fertlq of· a 
......... ._,, ~ ta, _,,,. l'tlltt, th• ohoi.oe to be letil u tile 
Swekt ...... 'll* ~~~ •••. 1 1.._.1, ad. «~on4S.tt.o..,_ oa .... •'- aa& 
Gft..a aa..t -.a -" tat• cond'Uit•• 'ln&t to _, QPI'OaOh. made to Ge~ 
\tfOl'e the deparhJ'e flo• the hl.tt• ( teheaol.ed for Aprll 25 01' 26) Of 
the laet of tile ·~·• .Uf.tt.ou'l aa4 wo replaol~C SV.alth ihlpt 
.,ptoYd _. the C,JJr..-a tor the Or•• ••U.et fleet, Oa~~pt b f*pb&tlO 
tb' .,.,..., •tt.•t.pato.., __...,.. .. ,, 'II• JQ,de •• vQu14 o"¥.t••t 
etreauou•lr• ~ . 

hell & plAt ., «houeeloa ""''b , .. swelieb Jll._hter 111 th• ll&ll• 
••••• .. , ~le pJ!Yf81 to ........ 1m• ... 1ly th• ...... vbea tuv 
tepJJ' it reo•S.•ftt fllu\le tlae mar '!!e ,ma b7 Jo* .,_.,.,.ot 
lattnoUoat. VIQ,V9D 

We _.. tollq aa'bllll$ •hel&dot ·wf.Jial\t lat\1'1)AttlDC ~·''':"l('f"' -,uh bh .aeptlatt.oall foj. a SW.at.p ne .. l.. oa 'be .)&Ill ·t.~~.&s.-.i•·• · 
kla •• aoo• •• a faYGI'able rept, ll .-.cet.'W'd. f*a $llt1 .,Utah.-

to\\ wt.11 'be ad'fldl •' _ _, f\uotl\., ...,..10),lllb.b~ 

lht.e· •it.lll -.111:e to ~. Jt~ 30 

................... ,.. .. 
i.prll aa•• 19U 
10i40 •••• 'i' 

'. . ·-

.~'bbJ(.,. '4/26/~ 

-""!.-. 

-;a. 
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, PARAPIIDASE OF TELEGRAM ROOEIVED - FROM: 

- TOI 

DATED: 

secretary of State, WaShington 

April 20, 1944 

3233 NUMBER: ..... 

In aooordanoe with the request contained in the Depart• 

ment•s 3005, April 15, we immediately sought consent of the 

British Gonrnment. The head of the Relief Seottob in MJ!NI 

was simultaneously approached because of the urgency of the 

matter. Even though the reply of the British Gofernment is 

not yet a'failable, we find the opinion of the cited Section 

Head (W, A. Camps who in Greek relief matters is the most 

influential British oftio1al) $,s agreeable to diverting of a 

swedish ship engaged in Greek relief, the ohoioe to~e lett 

to the swedes thoup the BARJMLAND seems likely and oonditiopl 

on Russian and German naval and air sate conducts; but to any 

approach made to Germany before the departure from the Baltic 

( soMduled for April 25 or 26) of tlie lafilt_ ot the three addi• 

tional and two rep1aoing_Swedisb ships approved by the Ge~ns 
tor the Greek relief :fleet, Camps is emphatic ~hat whatever 

anticipatory artan~ments be made he would object atrenoul!llY· 

tlhall l.~ide my dis.o:usdon with_ the Swedililb W.n1eter.1n 

the sEUilS senfe, if this proves to be the line taken by the 

Jritif.!ll •)).,en thetr reply iS reoehod? ~al:uable time may. be 

saved llY yp:ur d.venoe iiuttr:uotioJI.e, \{ ,_ . - . -- . -- - . 1 
)loth tM~Qf~'-Sl),()t~lqeall.dtlieM1n1.stryot.war.'l'r~spor~ 

. . . ·. . - - ... - - 'DECLASSiFIED _ • . . . - . -
State Dept. Letter, 1.-11-72 W~l"O apprOai~h(j~ 
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were approached by us ~~~ll.~~~~"ij~~~~'t' the Department' e 

=. 

oable of March 31, No. 2516. Instnuotions have gone forward 
o/1 c Mq cS SlGll ~~ol · 

to Gibson Graham which are general:Iy' favorab1e1aooording to 

an informal statement made yesterday by latter Ministry. 

WINAN'l' 

~-



TO 

FROM 

Mr, Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Mr, Hirschme.rui 

DATE April 20, 1944. 

Someone should follow through on the conversations I had 

' i with Adolph Berle yesterday regarding the SS B~~DA. He agreed to 

do what he could about it promptly with the British on a "high level". 

If you think that the best procedure would be to have me call him from 

New York, I lfill do so. 

Please let me know, 

----- ~·------------- .. :_._-~ 

( 



GFI,1·•648 
'.i'his tolee;ram must be 
paraphrased befQre being 
communicated to anyone 
othBr than a Governmental 
agency, (BR) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

712, April 19, 9 p.m. 
" 

"'l •· 

Dated hpril 19 1 1944 

Rec•d 7:45 p.m., 20th. 

FOR THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

ANKARA. 

No. 39, Department•·.s 333, April 15. 

The SwedishJMinister informed me yesterday that 

h~had received word from Stockholm that it is not 

po~sible for the Swedish Government to make the 
. J 

SS..·Bl.!i{)ALAND available for the movement of refugees 
. J 

fvpm the Balkans to PalestinJ as the vessel is 
r,_; 

r&turning to Sweden. 

STEINHARDT 

( 
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OHIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

SECHETARY OF 3TATE 1 

AMEMBASSl, London 1 
Washington 

/ ~ ..... ..., 
'7 I' '' 

.f 

TOI 
DATED: 
NUMBI~R1 ~g~Ml l5", 

194

~
4 

__ coNTROl COPY 
) 

FROM. WAR REFUGlo~E BOARD TO AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON. 

Please refer to our no. 2516 of March 31. 

Ambassador Steinhardt has just advised that tpere are a number 

of refugees who can be evacuated from Rumani~ in addition to 

those who can be carried in the one Turkish vessel for which 

charter negotiations are.still continuing. Within the last few 

weeks approximately 500 refugees have been brought to Turkey on 

small Bulgariadboats. It is therefore extremely urgent that 

additional shipping be obtained without delay. 

During the course of negotiations for a Turkish boat Ambassador 

Steinhardt suggested that we undertake to obtain from the Swedish 

Government permission to divert one or more of the ships carry­

ing relief supplies to Greece for use in evacuation operations 

from Constanza ~o Turkey. Ambassador Steinhardt felt that this 

procedure was desirable in v•ew of the delay in obtaining a 

Turkish ship and in view of the fact that the Greek relief ships 

of which there are twelve or thirteen in service were the closest 

to Turkey and could most easily be sent to Constanza, A request 

along these lines was addressed to the Swedish Government through 

the Ambassador here. In reply the Swedish Government indicated 

that certatn obstacles such as obtaining the consent of the 

German, British and Canadian Governments would have to be over­

come before a Greek,relief ship could be used for evacuation of 

refugees. The Swedish Government indicated however that if these 

conditions and certain others could be met one ship, the SS 

BARDALANDA, arriving in Salooika about March 15, might be used. 

The British4Government apparently did not desire to have any 

Greek relief ships diverted for refugee evacuation. It is under­

stood that the British Legation in Stockholm felt that any 

extraneous delay in the shipping schedule for Greek relief would 

have serious and deplorable effects. Moreover, the Board has 

been advised by the Washington representative of the Ministry d 

Economic Warfare that even a small loss of tonnage in the Greek 

relief schedule might lea~e a serious gap in deliveries. The 

Ministry of Economic Warfare suggested that it may be possible to 

reopen the question when four ships whtcp are to be added to the 

Greek relief fleet have actually left the Baltic. The Ministry 

added.however that even so it would be difficult to use a relief 

ship for this purpose and expressed the hope that ships can be 

obtained for this purpose in ~\Pc~fss~~§ters. 
State Deot. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R H. ;arks Date S£P 18 1972 . 
We have 
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We have now received from Ambassador Steinhardt the following 
cable with respect to the JJecessity of obtaining one of the 
Greek relief ships for evacuation purposes: 

QUOTE; Baron de Platen~ Second Secretary of the Swedish Legation 
in Ankara, still offers hopes for the availability a Swedish 
vessel to transport refugees from Constanza to Haifa. This 
would be in addition to the TAR! or any others, the 88 BARDALANDA 
now in Istanbul is not fitted with equipment or life saving 
devices for refugee conveyance. Platon will explore the pos­
sibilities of reequipping the vessel for this purpose. The 
BARDALANDA is scheduled to sail today to arrive in Piraeus (Athens) 
on Aprib 25 and scheduled thereafter to sail for Constanza. Platon 
ij~~ievei that Stockholm could be induced to have this vessel re­
t-'llj>n t~stanbul and thence to Constanza to erobard refugees to 

~'~~!fa. &! have not been informed except indirectly through the 
--~~te ~artment radio bulletin regarding the reply of the 
~~·~disti~Government to our request through the Swedish Minister 
,,,)I-Re ang your request through Washington for a Swedish boat. 0~spi ~ of any refusal by the SWedish Government I recommend 

that ttiQ Board urge Stockholm to give instructions to m'ake the 
BARDALkNDA available the latter part of April. This of course 
is not~n lieu of the proposed trip of the SS TAR!. but in addition 
thereto. UNQUOTE. 

In view of the urgency of the situation the Board would appreciate 
it if you would in~ediately discuss this matter with appropriate 
officials of the British Government with a view to obtaining that 
Government's consent to the use of the SS BARDALANDA for the pur­
pose indicated in Ambassador Steinhardt's cable. As soon as such 
approval is obtained you should also discuss the matter with the 
Swedish Ambassador in London asking to communicate to his Govern­
ment this-9overnment 1 s request for the use of the BARDALANDA, and 
asking them to approach the German Government to obtain the neces­
sary safeconduct. In your discussions with the British you may 
wish to make clear that time is of the essence and that the rescue 
of additional refugees in immd!nent danger of death depends upon 
this boat being made available to the War Refugee Board. 

The BARDALANDA~may be leaving the Greek service, we are advised. 

HULL 

( 
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This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agency. (BR} 

Secretary of State~ 

Washington. 

FOR V;f.AR REFUGEE BOARD. 

./ 
An}l:ara 

Dated April 10, 1944 

Rec'd 6:48 a.m. 1 12th 

• !'• ~I r-, • • 

i...---------

Ankara r s :;t 'J 
-./ 

Baron de Platen 1 Second Secretar:r of the Swedish 

Legation in Ankara 1 still offers hopes for the availabilit¥._ 

a Swedish vessel to transport refugees from Constanza 

to Haifa, This would be in addition _to the TARI or 

any others, the SS BJ\RD{Ll\NDA now in Istanbul is not·· 

fitted with equipment or l:ife saving devices for · 

refugee conveyance. Platen will explore the possibilities 

of reequipping the vessel for _this- purpose, The.Bli. ... : 

DALANDA is S!Jheduled to sail today to arrive in Pi:i?aeus . . . 

(Ath~r:~,:\=~~and sche9-u1e~ ther!§a_fter tg,sail 

t'or:;:{25,!8tiD'e:, beli.eves- that· 

:themc.e 
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-2- #642, April 10, 9 p.m., from Ankara 

I have not been informed except indirectly through 

the State Department radio bulletin regarding the reply 

of the Swedish Government to our request through the 

Swedish 1.1inister here and your request through Washington 

for a Sw~dish boat. In spite of any refusal by the 

swedish Government I recommend that the Board urge 

Stockholm to give instructions to make the BARDALANDA 

available the latter part of April. This of course 

is not in lieu of the proposed trip of the SS TARI but 

in addition thereto. 

STEINHARill. 

BB 

( 
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WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Executive Office of the President 

Washington 

FOR RELEl.SE, :VIORNING NE;ISFAPERS, 
Tuesday, :rr.ri:lh 28, 1944. 

RELE:CSE NO. 5 

In a news dispatch from Stockholm, dated March Z5, 

the Associated Press reported that Sweden had turned 

do~m an American Government request that some Swedish 

shipping be used to evacuate Jewish refugees from 

Rumanian and Black Sea ports to Palestine, The reason 

given for the Swedish attitude was said to be lack of 

available shipping, The V/ar Refugee Board confirms 

that the matter has been under discussion, The fact 

that no arrangement f'or Swedish shipping has as yet 

proved possible does not reflect any negative attitude 

on the part of the Swedish,Government. which has con­

tinually_ shown a syfnpathetic intere.st in hUmanitarian 

efforts of this kind, The Swedish Minister has assured 

the ','.'ar ~efugee Board that the .Swedish -Government is 

prepared to do everything possible to aid the efforts 

of' ~he. J:loa rd. 

\ 

( 
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GEM-610 Anka~a 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being Dated March 8, 1944 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental Rec•d 11:10 p.m. 
agency. (BR) 

Secretary of State~ 

Washington.· 

·-~~ s·itfl{l 

! 
' 

" ,... l 
39'7, March 8 1 4 p,m<'•· ··c.,;;'_;~-. __ j 

FOR JOHN PEHJtE, WAR REFUGEE BOi,Rb 1 FROM 

HIRSCHMANN 

The Swedish Minister informed us today that 

he has recei ve·d ~- telegram fr·om Stockholm dated 

March 4 which indicated that diversion of the SS BARD-

ALANDA now in Salonika for our rescue purposes must be 

submitted to London which Stockholm reports it has 

done. The telegram from Stockholm points out that the 

BARDALA.NDA does not ht;l.Ve life saving devises, food 

or adequate passengev accommodations so that special 

arrangements must b~ made for these if children are 

to be transported~ The Stockholm telegram states that 

Washington has been informed accordinglyr· 

The Ministerrs interpretation of this telegram j 

is that stockholm is trying to find a ahip and has ~-~ l -~. .ll 
agreed ih principle to ao: ~I assume original 

telegram reques.ting a ship· ~al wt)eks ago emphasized ·•1,: 

the immediate need for any Swedish vessel it )>eing 

( 
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-2- #397, March 8, 4 p.m., From Ankara 

his own suggestion that the Br.RDb.Li,NDi, be diverted 

since it was already in adjacent waters. He suggests 

that more pressure be put on Stockholm rDom Washington 

ror this or any other vessel quickly and that Stockholm 

be urged to indicate a specific ship (?) movement 

to Constonza, etc. He has agreed to telegraph Stock-

holm todny urging more specific data and immediate 

action. I {?) him we·would do so consurrently from (~~) 

b.mbassador Steinhardt and I while hopeful of ob-

taining an early affirmatively decision on the 

SS. VATAN still re:eJ. that a Swedish is d e-girable. Besides 

the situation calls for more than one vessel if we are 

fortunate enough to secure both. Please advise. 

STEINHARDT 

( -:~) ;:tpparent ami s si on 

EMB 

-___ _________j 

( 
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LEGATION OF SWEDEN 

WASHINGTON 8, D~ C_ 

Leccr Mr. F ei1l e: 

Ma..rch 7, 1944 • 
9 i' ( 

'-----~· 

I/.eferring to our lar:t conversation concernin£! the 

UL;e, for tile tHJ.n:;r·ort of refuccees, of so:r,e Sv1edish 8hips 

pre.: cntly sailing under the Gre~k .telief Agreement, I beg to 

"' C01l:firm that a condition hereto i:-o the co:1sent of the (}overn-

~ents concerned inasmuch as, according to the aforef:P.id 

ac;reeC~ent, the :)wedisil sllips in this traffic are to be u.s ed 

ex"lllsi.ely for Greek relief purposes. I ha·!e just learned 

.)( from Stockholm that the only ship that 'llieht be availa"le is 

ti1e I:Ij~; "-'A~.b·,rll-w of 4575 tom; d.w., which will, on its pre-

~oent relie:f journey, have cor:Jpleted it~: unloac;ing in Saloniki 

about March 15th. The Swedish authoritie·,: would, however, 

ap:Jreciate to be advised in I'egard to the following questions: 

who will ch~.rter the ship and who will negotiate for t_ e 

necec;cary safe-conducts (German, Sovietrussian etc.). Besides 

it is stres .. ed tl1at as at present the l'tV.i BAimALJ!J~D has no 

special safety accom:•.odations nor adequate arrangements for 

feeding p..1.rpo ses ,· such accomnodations and arrangements would 

have to be provided for at tbe transnorts. The ship's 
Mr. Jolm Pehle, Acting 

War Refugee Board, 

Trea>;ury Departmmt, 

Washir,gton, D.c. 

Director, 

Room 288!, 

)' J -~ ---~ ~c- L-._ h ri-C~ 

( 
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( 

in:__;L._r~:nce \VO'l_ll~ c:.l ·o 11o.ve to be ~~<~reed upon. 

Sincerely yours, 

W. 130 J.CRO!VI I 
Minister of Sweden 

.---
·----~·-
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GEM-513 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being Dated February 21, 1944 
commun".cnted to anyone 
bthe~ tbnn a Governmental Rec 1 d 9:50p.m. 
agenc-:r. (BR) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

306, February 21, 8 p.m. 
+ 

FROM HIHSCHIV!J.NN' FOR PERLE 

In a conversation today with Moc~i{, Swedish" 

Minister here, he agreed to telegraph today to his 

Government in Stockholm recommending the use of a 

Swedish ship' to evacuate 800 to 1000 childred from 

Constanzn to Istanbul or better still to Haifa, Pales~ 
tine. He is requesting Stockholm to give him specific 

information on the first ship which could be available 
.; 

for this purpose. He mentioned that SS B/.RDhLAND is 

now enroute to Salonika to tow the Swedish ship 

CAMELIA, which WRS damaged as result of accidental 

bombing by English, to Janakera in the Dardanelles 

for repairs. All Swedish ship movements are scheduled 

in advance from stockholm and rerouting must be author­

ized from there. Modig states h~ will recommend as 

an alternative first available ~hip plying from Canada 

to Greece to be rerouted to Constanza and then to 

Haifa. 
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.. 
" -2-#306, Febru~ry !1, 8 p.m., from ;mkara• 

Haifa. He refers to the possibility of n rcnction 

from the Greek relief when they learn of this monetary 

chnnge of schedule • I told Modig th('ct Wn.shington 

unquestionably was energetically taking up the matter 

of the charter of this ship with the Swedish Minister 

in Vir~shington and thi'ough Stockholm so that we may 

synchronize our efforts. This begtns to look like I 
a real possibility and I eagerly await further tnstruc-

tions from you on this subject. When the question 

of financial compensation to the Swedes for the use 

of boat arises I am confident thnt the joint di stribu­

tion committee, Paul Baerwaljin New York will be 

immediately helpful if funds are not otherwise available• 

Ambassador Steinhardt -haso a:rrring<rd 1'-o-r me to be 

received by the Russiad Ambassador tomorrow morning 

nhen we will press for assistance in breaking the 

Rumaniad and Bulgariarl bottlenecks. 

STEINHb.RDT 

WSB 

----'--~---· ------ --- --------
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