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EXECUTIVE OffiCES 

April 22, 1944 

Mr. John w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear John: 

You may wish to have for your files the 
&ttac"hed col)y of the representations made 
to the Ministry of Foreign i•ffairs by 
Ambassador Steinhardt' with reference to 
the replacement of the TurkisW Steamship 
Vat an'. 

Cordially yours · 

iah:ret 

~~~.-... ~" 



COPY 

No. 661 URGENT 

The Embassy of the United States of t.meric'l presents its 

compliments to the Uinistry for :r<'oreign Affairs and, under in-

stru~tions from its Government, has the honor to inform the 

Turkish Government that the Government of the United States 

guccra.ntees to repl,J.Ce the Turkish Steamship VJ-.TAN if the. t v8s-

sel is lost while under charter to transport refugees from 

Rumania to Turkey. The Embassy is authorized to assure the 

Turkish Government that the vessel which would be furnished 

by the United States Government in replacement of the VATAN 

if lost, will be as g:> od or better than th.ctt Steamship and 

that it will be obtained from as nearby waters as possible. 

In view of the foregoing, the l!:rnbassy hopes that the Turkish 

G overn'llen t will imnedi·,tely authorize the owner of the Steam-

ship -'ATAN to enter into a charter agreement" so th~"t thews-

s el will be available as soon as possible for its humani tariarr 

miss ion. 

L.A. S. 

Ankara, February 28, 1944. 

RFK:1lFH 
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BJR a74 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than ~ Governmental 
agency. { S COO) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

.. 
' 

OEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MAA ~9 1944 

;~~~R~;;ch 27, midnight ) l ·:, , 
FROM THE AMBASSADOR AND HIRSCHI>I'AN FOR THE. WRB. 

Department's 250,. March 24, 10 p,m, 

Ankara's 9. 
\( 

(One) The Turk authorities have now agreed to a 

charter price of 175,000 TUrk pound~ (approximately 

$97,200) for the projecte(l voyage,: eight days being 

allowed for embarkation and debarkation! For £i.hy 

period of time in excea~ of eightdays req!lired for 

embarkation or. debarkation we ~ill be require(! to p;y 
. . . . ,· .• -·. ·. i .· ···· .. 

5833 Turk pounds (approximatefy $324.5) per· day. In · 
." .. · :. ,./· ·.·, .· . · ... ·, . 

view of the fact that tl:l{l Jewish Agei)CY for l'alest-ihe 

had made a firm' o:ft~r' 9f $ze>o'looQ (rei>ea.t d9llars) }l)p 
. ' . . . : ... " ./·. . . ' · .. · - . . --

:ttie cP,al::t~X: of the .SS VATAN fo:p _ :thap:roJ~oted voya~e 

and· was mel<ely aw~at~rig, tfie; c;:o_n~~rit.of the turk Govh~-:- . 

. . me~t .to. :the ·anart~:r-, ana. tn~·t we~ have' obt~ineA a' des~~~br~-
~·i.' Iasae.ii.~~f vess~i il). ::t,~eU'()f- an oid cargo)hip ~~·ion 

::-I;!~~T-~pUi~ h~ve I'eq~~re<f the instal:nition· o·l liifs~ent?;~ii·· · .. 
~.i:'·· .· .. 'i ... ,· .. 

. ,. -

... 
·-· 
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-2- #547, ~~~ch 27, midnight, from Anka~. 

facilities entailing a delay of two months, and which 

could not have carried more than half the passengers 

the SS TA~I will take, we consider the price now agreed 

upon to 1:re extremely favorable having regard to the 

exorbitant prices demanded for charters in these waters. 

Our financial negotiations were made difficult by -the 

price offered the Turks for the SS VATAN. Black; wl).o 
-

has been present throughout the negotia~ions, regards 

the price finally agreed upon as reasonable under all 

of the circurns·tancee. 

(Two) The Turk Government will not (repeat not) 

accept a .. replaceiJiet{t g~a!'antee on the bas is of· 11a cargo 

vessel of compatoable age· and tcmnage 11 tor the ss T,AR;!:, 

which is one of i te six available desfrable passenger 

vessels. The Turk Government t'equires a guarantee 

that the SS TJI..RI '\'!ill be replaclld w'ith <1 :·~1in11ar passenger 

vessel or comparable age 1;1rld tonn-age~ · 

(Three) Vfe, too, are assuming that there #ill be 

refugees a•iailaole fov evacuation _when the voyage ie. 

unde1··t;ak.an end are rely:l.ilg on a.(lstirai1c(:Js to this. effect 

from ths :repl'es.entativ~~of the ·.:t~~fs.hAgency. iri !atan~ul, 
< ··" > ' - ·- -- • ;-,· -· - - • ,_. 

the representative of .th¢''lntern~tional Red Crose in 
-.0_--:-.--- -<--_-.:: ·-.:--~-------~-:--"---~-'-_··.- ·---_~:.:::<<-_; .. '-~~ .:<~------~~~-- _'-- ·:- =--: _- - ·_._- ,-.·-

Bucnarest gnd· the Runian'iQri M~n~ater .in /mkara. · ·ol;lv~qu_sly 

• ~~a,~~n~ rio 
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~3- #547, Ma~ch 27J midnight, from Ankara, 

having no control over the movement and departure of 

refugees Rumania at this time, we are in no better 

position than the Board to give positive assurances 

on this subject. 

(Four) In view of the conditions of the charter 

which provides, as stated above, for additional payments 

in the event of delays in embarkation or debarkation 

on a daily basis, the Board will be in a position to 

terminate excessive delays should the cost become too 

great, In this connection based on experience in this 

part of the world and existing conditions, we feel 

obligated to invite the attention of the Board to the 

probabil-ity of very great delay in connection with em­

barkation resulting either from failure of safe conducts 

~o arrive, difficulties in moving pro9pective refugees 

to the port of Constanza, or other difficulties in 

connection with the documentation of refugees. In our 

opinion only exceptionally favorable circumstances wil-l 

permit of the completion of the projected voyage within 

two months. 

CFive) w~ invite the attcention Of the Beard to 

the f'aot that we have now taken. every step :Which 11: is 

.. w'itnin our };>owev to talte to obtain the German. saf13 con~ot;~_ 

As the representative of' the Int~rnationa:t Red Ol"oss in 

Ankara 
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-4- #547, March 27, midnight, from Ankara, 

Ankara informs us that he has received word from 

Geneva that there will be considerable delay in 

obtaining the German safe conduct and as the TARI 

which will be prepared to sail within a week, Will 

not be permitted to depart antil the German safe 

conduct is ·forthcoming, we urge the Board to exert 

ev~ry possible effort towards expediting the German 

safe conduct, 

JT 

./ 
STEINHARDT 



-
.. 
' C._ .JY 4 

/ 
DVR• Jl7 .• 
l'hia tele£l'am rnUBt bel 
pa.raplaraiiOIS bofm'e be!ns 
col'lmunicated to o.n,yo1w 
otber than a GoVRl'<'lro()nt 
ageuo,y. (00..00) 

Geontary of' State, 

38o, March J, !;·l>~m. 

Dop&1"tmont 1s 146, Felmmry 25. 

Dated March J, 1944 

Reo 1d 4&55 p.m., 4th 

li'bllo uproeing tllGir deail'e t.o ccoperate the T\ll'k authorities 
are rel'uo\ant. to COJilnit thell\llelves to &1\f f'nrthor inal"Hse in ra1l 
t.ranait taoil1tles tt~ Turkey to l'aloeUne f'O'J' Jewiah rotugeea 
i'ro11 the Dlllkans until tbtt facUiti&s th91 nave al.readJ f:!l'lUlt.ed aro 
availed of. Yo be specific the Turk authol"itU. haw authorlsed the 
ismum.ae or lll&l\f QOl'e 'i'urk tnlns1 t Yiai&a than have been utlliao4 thua 
tar mn hRYO offered to prov1de lliOl'O raU tl'al'IBJIOrtlltion tno111t1ea 
t.ban we haw been able to avaU mwselft8" of up to the preeent t.ble. 
Th{l autnorlt1ea fe~el tlmt until the via and ran transit t'ulllties 
a ll"eady plaOIId at our disposal baw been availed of &1\Y diBoua&ieD or 
additional viBU, raU tao1Ut1el or the aett!Dg up ot campa aeJ'fta M 
usefUl purpoae. Tbe7 haw, hcrMWI', aasund u that 1t and ltbell tlw 
visas am nU tao!llt1ea available to us ant no longer suf'fieient 
they rill be pnt}lllhd to dlsouas nya and ll!llana of deallq with the 
situation. In cemeotion 'ldth tbo fvl .. go:l.ng I do DOt knoll 'llblltbel' the 
uar Re1'upe lloal'4 Ia aue ot the te.at that the 'l'lzrk authorltlaa baw 
anthoriacl tnnalt Y.l1118 f'ar t'lw thOUlllmd Jaw!llh retupea en route 
to Pale•tine but that lt has not ben polll'llble to \Uie liiOft than a 
f'rGOUCID ot tbeeo v1aae due to the obatacle• which up to tbe pnaent 
tiDe hllw been plaoecl in tbe -.v ot the departUN ot .Tn1eh ntuseH 
from the Axle occupied ccnmtrHa Pd to lllbi!Dlatl'atlw delap. Vel')' 
rt~oen~ the rest.rtot:tcu 111 Bulpl'la Jmlftfttin8 the depu'\UI'e of 
Jewiah l'ei'u&ee• baw liMa SO!llellbat re:a.t. Unleaa, therefore, ., 
obstaol.N are eDOoUntend I u !KipeN t.IJat w dl1 be able to 
materlalq inonase t11e mcMtalllt in the aeu ~. 

The toreaotns awliea, ot eourae, onq to tnn.lt tv rail tbrouab 
Turkq. Inaoi"aa' as eonoema tbl ... ouau. ot Jedah ~ b,r an 
fro Ruaanltm or Dulpriaa porb the f'llrk authoi'1U.. baw agne4 to 
no.-a nego\Jat10D8 for t.11e ebaJote of tbe ss VA'l'AR oa the lldu of the 
guarantee of mplAC18111ent wbioh I Jaw ~ te tbe 1Vk ~t 
1ft wUtq. At tJw 8&ll8 U.. we ba• opeDIC1 •p\lat10illl d\11 tbe 
1!11n!Lrtoal' G1' ~-t.lolw w1tllwboa I .,.._ ,.a~ ~ the ~. 
r~ lv' t11e w.-~ loar4 ot. tbe SS NI:OA'l' at a coat ot apoo 
proxllla\o]J t400,000 the -. .. 1 to be dO!l&W to tU 'lurk Red Cresont 
and to bltCIO!I!It tte ~ aftQ cmapJ.et.1ng ~ tranapr.rtaUoD to 
hr.lea\ina ~ the aup1ou ot the IntemaUoaal Red Croa8 ot 5,000 

\ 
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J4ln refugee ohUdrsn tl'cll fumlan1a. \'le Htimate tllat. the purcb&M price ~ 
tb.is "fff886l !70uld be llJlli!'OXillately tone llaml llll tMI coat of tre.Mporling 
5,COO uhihman by a ft8sel ulder abaJ'ter and that b.)' thll dOMt1on of tbe 
veeael we zdght be e.bl& to per8llade ttle Turk lllld vreiSOGnt to oonUnue the 
veaoal in operation to oarry additional a-efupea efter the agl'eOJIIIInt t,o 

tranBJ>Ol't tho 5, t {)() cldl.dren ha.8 'biHID C81'1'1e4 om. • 
In 'Y1tnr o.f tho f'aot that the proposed c!Jrator of the 35 VA7Ac• and 

proposed puJ'ClUUie of the as :IECAT cannot be n~pl'dod ~as other Ut&n pordtug 
n.egotJ.at.1ons and ina\II"'''IUDtablo dellqa en inW&'itl.bly encountered ill 
car17iRZ 011 negotiations in th1B part. ol til~' world I renvw Ill)' 'ID'gont 
reaoi'M!fllndation that a S!re4iab wa•l rnferaba one alre&<b' in nonr 
F.utern water• ba ohartend i!IMdiately b;v the lfaZ' ~ ROU'd afti 
difti'Ud to Ietanbul at the eal'lleat. JJ088iblo .-nt. 

It vould appear tl'oal the telegnma reoeiwd lJ1 !Uraohmnn and 
IIIYHlt tbat t.b.e War Ref'Upe Borml 1• lllldez· the 111preaa1on that tM 
pr1no1s-14W1aulty with wh1oh • bave been eonfloonted batl been a 
reluotnnae em the pu-t of tho Turk ~t to ooope:rate. 'ftlua tar 
tlde baa not been the caM. Up to tba ~ftMDt t.1lle our princ1J;al 
d1fi'iault,y baa beau tbtt ntoal of the Az1a authorities in tho Ba1kana 
to pend.t Jewillh retugaea to depart. fib1le tnnsport.ation conUmlila to 
preeent aeriowl 41ft1aultiea th18 llhoUld. DOt be inaoluble pl"'Y14e4 the 
de~ of Jn :NfUIIIN fl'CIIII \be Bal1rans in i.norcla81D8 DU11bclra can be 

efteoW. 

I haw not he81teted to diacltdaut.ha ont1H GUbJeat ful17 and f'reel7 
with the FOJ'eip ottt.oe, tbtt Binbte:r ot COIII!!IUII1oation11 and other h:lgb 
Turk QoteJDJIIIIt offtoiale tor tho l'e&IIOD adnneed \v tlw Depal'tllent that 
111 41aCIUtlld.cma Oft thU ajeet bave 110 relatlonab1p to 'l'urlteT'• role in 
the l1a1'. In ao doing I baw ma4e tha poUe.r of OilS' aowrnment of 11bioh 
the War Retupe Bellm\ ie the intltwuent. W&llilltakablp clear to tb8 ~ 
~. Aoeeld~t I haW felt. fne to }ftaa the "lurlat to lel'll 
\UI tlleh• fullea\ ooopel'll\iofte 

~ ball been ~ acrtiw and l'lili&eftt and baa acquired 
o. \borough gaaap of the altuat.SAD 1a a aurprie1ngq ~~hart tt. 1D eon­
eeqllenee of wh1cb I feel tbat ~ltl pi'OIINIII bas been lillie d\lring 
the pUt two ...... 
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MAR 2 1944 

Attached ill the letter to Admj.ral Lad ellbo4J• 
ing our request that a War Shipptag AdmiDiatratloa repre• 
sentative be sent from Cairo to Ankara to aeailt Itt 
Hirschmann on tho shipping problem. I hope it tollo .. 
your id~s on the eubJect and ie in line ~th our 41eoua-
aion of February 29, 1~44. ~ 

We are advie1ng Hirechmann ot oar efforte to 
obtain a YISA man to help him, and we are cUling to Ida 
attention the potentialitiee of the ~s.s.Iamir,, tradlaa 
between Greece and Turkey. We are also gotag into the 
Irish question along the linea which we discussed. 

Thank you again tor your aseiatance and plaaea 
expreae 1fi1 appreciation to !Ar. Saaseville. 

Arthur .u. Becker, Lt. Ccmaander USHR 
Assistant G8lleral Couacel 
War Shipping Admialetration, Rooa 4717 
Department ot Com.eree 
Waell11spOD1 Do C. 

~urphya!!4 2/29/44 d~ 'If>' 'f 

Very truly youre, 

J. w. Pehle 

·.~ 
)c. 
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My dear .Aiblbal Landt 

.. 
' 

MAR 2 1944 

funk you ••~ much tor your letter of ftbruary 23, 19)3
1 

vUh 
reapeot to cuaranbelq to the Turkt.eh Gonrnment _,the r~laouent ~ 
the •s.s. Yataa• lhould lt \a loat ln the tranapo~tatt.on of reflrielo 
Your upedlUou1 and far1lghteA aoUon hal ena\1e4 'Ill to ad't'he our 
repr•••ntau,.e, lbo. llbaoluaaBa, to epproaoh the fuldeh Gcwll'mlent oa 
the \alia of tht.e cuarantr, an4 we now han hleh hopee of euooe•• ln 
thla huaanltartan en4ea,.or. 

Our repre1entatl•e ln lurker will undou\te41t fln4 it neeeaearr, 
~on ~ oooaslona. to deal with probleme lnYolYlftl a knowledce of 
Wpe and lhlpptq, One of the peateat oppor\UntUea tu taYlftl ..., 
U••l euab t.a the areaa a4,1aoent to fvker ad the llaOk Sea. Aa V. 
ha•• lndloated to you there are b lran .. btrla, Jluaala and Bulgaria, 
nbetanUa1 auabera of refqeea ln llllll1rtiDt daniJer ot death who pj'oballlr 
oan be 'b.roucbt to fvltl7 U neoeaHJ7 traneportaUoa be found, h l1 
la.dlepeneallle tlaat nola trertQonaUoa be .found u 10oa AI poael.blt, and 
ve ue prepaUr necoUatlJIC with the Swedt.lh ea4 lvkleh f.,.erueate to 
We lll4. 

In new of the torecolllc I .. oomnold that Mr. HirtohlaaJm '• 
ettorte to eol,.. thh •ott vceat pro111• voul4 be creatlJ' faotlltatat 
lt he ba4 the llOtl'fe a11lttaaoe •• fub7 of a ... • bat a .... .._ 
bowleQt of the 4eta11ed aai1 llltJ:loate IIUbJ .. t of lblpplq, In thle 
oo••Uoa, 11 u&er1tud ._, til• War Shlppb& Malnl1traUon hal 
rtpl'8el1ltatlfte h Oatn, lqpt. a lho-4~ like to tntutre whethao tt 
would be pa.eible to IMIU'o the atllpm•'• on a tlllpOI'&rJ baah, ot 
olle of thin pereon• to .. , ... , Bl••.._. ttlUl ~· lhlpplitg prob1e~~a 
wbloh nov ooata-oat hh. hoa 1a7 t•Ueat wUla 1011 U4 70\U' etatt, 1 
feel tha~ ,.,..,.... t.-oa thl. War llllpplll,f Alll._htraUon woil14 'be 111 fu tu 
\ad tli&llft.l4 to ct" u thll htlp. 

"-' •• tbulr "" ecrau t• ,._ eoapll'atlo~. 

''" "tn&lF ,... .. 
(lf .... )J ••• ~ '· "· ,~ .. -.uaa .. ._..,.,, tat•~•• 
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WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 

i•ir. John ri. Pehle 
Act:Lng Executive Director 
11ar Refugee Board 
\iasiliilgton, D. C. 

De,,r Mr. Peh:Ce: 

February 23, 1944 

Attached hereto is a letter signed by ~dmiral Land in reply 
to your IhemorGndum of February 23. 

It is understood that if the vessel is actaally replaced, 
you vlill obtr..in the consent of the White House if we at that time 
believe such consent is necessary. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

I 

Art~~{ic~ 
Lt. Comdr., USNR 

Assistant General Counsel 

c:.:;; Chauncey (for 2ecy'<'. file), Paul, '.Vhite, Luxford, 
DuBois, Ho(el, LessPr, Friedm;:m, Ste\·Iart, E.E.Bernstein, 
Gaston, Pollak, Bundy( cony of attachment only). 

- tJ./ 



WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATOR 

~r. John n. Pchle 
Acting Executive Director 
War Refugee Boa:rd 
Washington, D. C. 

Deo.r Sir: 

FE 8 2 3 1944 

This is in reply to your memorandum of February 23, attaching 
a co:1y of the cable received from Hirschmann, representative of the 
V:&.r Refugee Bourd in Turkey. 

In said cable it is indicated that if the United States can 
offer to the Turkish Government a guaranty to replace the vessel 
referred to therein, if the same is lost, it is believed that the 
Turkish Government might permit the use of the ship for the purposes 
indicated. 

The War Shipping Administrat;ion may, as a lend lease trans­
action, with the approval of the Fore'ign Economic Administration, 
replace tlus vessel if the same is lost, with a vessel as similar 
and from as nearby waters as may be available. The War Shipping 
Administration will replace the vessel under those circumstances and 
you are authorized to commit this Administration to such a replace­
ment plan. It is understood that before the vessel is actually 
replaced, the consent of the Foreign Economic Administration will 
be obtained ~d the War Shipping Administration will be reimbursed 
for the reasonable value of any vessel delivered as a replacement. 

Sincerely yours, 

ffLtu( 
Administrator 

,. 



.My dear Hr. Secretary: 

.. 
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F'EB 26 1944 

I am sending you herewith our rep~t of develop­
m.anh for the v1eek of February 21-26. 

We are particularly proud of what we were a~le 
to do on Ira Hirschman's request for help on the shlppiDg 
situation in Turkey. Late Tuesday we received Hirschman'• 
cable informing us that a 8,700 ton vessel, the "SS Vatan•, 
might be chartered to briJV€ 800 to 1,000 refugee~ out to 
Istanbul, provided n guarantee were given the Turkish' Govern­
ment that the veaael, if loat, would be replaoea by one of 
oomparable tonnage. That SJIJU day we arl•anged tp have 
Stettiniuo call Admiral Land to •pave the way" and the next 
day at 10 a.m. DuBois and I talked with Land. Before the 
day was over. we had a letter from Land authorizing us to/ 
commit the War Shippimg Admin1atration to the replacement 
deairad by the Turkish Government, subject to c!!aran4t 
Yli th Lend Lease. We obtnlnei olear•mce from Lew Lease 
the same d&J and drafted a cable to Rirao~n which was tent 
to State the following morning. W• regaraAhis aa a moat 
aignifioant preoeient in ao far as our shipping problema are 
oonoernei. It ahould also operate to faoil1tate Hirsabman•t 
dealloge with the Turka and lielp an aotU&l ·av~cuation get 
\Ulder waJ at OJlOt. 

(Sipet) J. w. Pehle 

1. w. l'ehle 
.A.otlwg Rxeout1w Dbeoto7 

I . 
U.onota'bl• lleUJ JfOJt&n~u, Jr., 

Sdfata~>y ot ~· Tr•sur,.. 

k;e;;ha· .W25/4:t. 
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001 Ohaunoe7 (for Sec '7 ). 
Paul 
Oaa\on 
WhUe 
Pehle 
Lutord 
Dolloh 
lii.M. Bernstein 
S\ewar\ 
Leaaer 
lr1eclllan 
Miu Hodel 
Pollak 
BW~ill" 

,. -1 ~c.·-.· 

• _L._ ·• • ._)-. 



'l'l!is tr:lE~)'Ui.J r..ust bE 
p;:zl'Ql;!ll'U£lEU bEf::>rE bEirl[: 
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Al~!:DA33Y. corJTROL GOPY 
.'l.i!K.~IR.~, 

=/' 

Hefer your 282, iebruary 18, _ nJ. your 299, /ebruary 1?. 

The United Sto.ter- Government through the ~·ar 3hipn1ng 

-"'dmin1strot1on and the h"ore1gn Scononic ,.clJn1niPtrat1on 

guarantees to replace the vesael referred to in your 282 if 

the sa.t~e is lost. Al thou,.;h ,.-e can not furn1Ph you ... 1th an 

exact description at thie tir..e of any cpeoific vessel T-~ch 

l·rill be used ae a replacement, the Turltish Government may be 

assured thnt this vessel ~111 be as ~ood or better than the 

s.s. Vi~T.;l.N ancl that it nill be obtained fror:t as nearby 

"raters as poec1ble. 

It is aesumeo. that the s.s. VAT"~N •.rill be ir.r:ured 

against loss thus enabling the proceeds of the 1n~rance to 

be used in connection •··!th the replacement. L-or your informo.­

tion, the •·a.r Refugee Boardtan, if necessary, arranee for the 

1 nsurance or tlle 5 • s • V:\TAN. 

The Foreign Economic Administration has advised us that 

their representative in Ankara, l!ichel Cardoza, can be of' 

aes1etance to you in effect1ne necessary arranger.~ents ... ith 

the Turki en Govemment. For 



/ 

FOl' your infort1a,tion .:::.n..: the information of Cardoz:-, •-e 

the repl:;.ce;:;ent •··ill c:>e done uncte:r len(, le: .. I'E: au thorl ty :tnd 

coul<; be done ln one of t•·o 'l>mYn. ...1 ti:•er tr.e replacirJi veP.fel 

coulC: be turne~•- ovey· an a norla~.l len<~ lenee tra.noaction or 

could be eoHi to ;;he -'urkieh liovernL'.ent for cash. 

It ir, expectec1 th<l.t you vill take t!liS op,lOrtunity to 

emph~cize to <;;i.1e 'l'urkieh J.overnrr.ent the sit;nlflcG.nce ,)f the 

concrete offers ~··hich this Goverru:<ent llas al:re[l.-ly t:'.acle to 

ther.1 in connection •·Tith the program of tne ··ar ·te:Cucee _o.:;.r·.·· 

In ,o.::ition to the present ...,u:?.ro.nty to :re!)l:-cce ·~•·e o.>. -'· v_.,..: .:. 

if loct in conr:ection •·1.th till:! carryin.:; out of tl11£0 proe;I':t::l, 

•·-e have previously offered to arrl?~e for fin.c>.ncing the sup-

'9ort uno r:..:tintena.nce of refut;ees coming into -Url\ey. ~·~e hope 

tl>n t the 'J.'urkish Government ~·111 accor(linGlY r.;..'l.ke the S. J. V .... .J. 

lm;~-.ediately ava.ila.ole for this mission of mercy. 

~·Iw:u-i.r:I<:J 

2/25/44 

S -.LS r;T~::~~I"J3 
(II.otlnc) 

(':'L,;) 

u 
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February 2ij, 19ij4 

To: Mr. Stett1n1ua 

From: J. w. Pehle 

Attention: Mr. Warren 

Please tranamit the attached urgent 
cable from the War Refugee Board to Ambae­
aador Steinhardt and Hirachaann. The 
commitment to replace the Turkish veaeel 
has the approval of· Admiral Land~ Admin­
istrator of the War'Shtpping Administration, 
and Leo T. Orowley; Administrator of the 
Foreign' Economic Adminletra~lon. 
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URGEN'l' 

CABLJi; •ro AlJBASSADOR STEINHARDT 1 ANKARA, 'fTJRKEY. 

Refer your 282, F'ebruaey 18, and your 299 1 February 19. 

The United States Govern:re nt through the War Shipping 
Administration and the Foreign Economic Administration guarantees 
to replace tho vessel referred to in your 282 if the same is 
lost. Although we can not furnish you with an exact description 
at this time of a~ specific vessel' which will be used as a 
replacement, the Turkish Government may be assured that this 
vessel will be-as good or better than the s.s. VATArl and that ~ 
it will be obtained from as nearby waters &I possible. 

J It is assumed that the s.s. VATAN will be insured against 
loss thus enabling the proceeds of the insurance to be used 
in connection with the replacement. For your information, 
the War Refugee Board can, if necessary, arrange for the 
insurance of the s.s. VATAN. 

The Foreign Economic Administration has advised us that 
their representative in Ankara, Michel Cardoza, can be o£ 
assistance to you in effecting necessary arrangements with 
the Turkish Governmsnt. 

For your information and the information of Cardosa, we 
have been advised that if the s.s. VATAN is actually replaced• 
the replacement will be done under lend lease authority and 
could be done in one of two ways.. Either the replacing vessel 
could be turned over as a normal lend lease transaction or could 
be sold to the rurkish Government tor oath. e 

It is expected that you will take this opportunity to 
emphasize to the Turkish Government the significance_ of the 
concrete off era which thia Government has already' .made. to the111 
in coweotion with the p:&>ogr8lll of the wu·Ret~ee Board •. In 
addition to th.e present guar. anty to replac.e the s.s, V!TM{ i£ 
lost in connection with the oarv,yiug out of thla program# we 
have previou$ly offered to arrange fol' i'inanc!ng tlie $upport end milntenanee of ret\lgee$ condng into Turkq. If tll.e Turklah 
Gove~nt 1a really aniloue .to coopel'(Lte in tldt-matt.r t"bel• 
tailute ~ malte• the s.s. Vatan immelllatt;tly available for th1a 
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!Jlission of mercy ¥/Ould \)e difficult to understand. 

We are working on the matter of the Swedish ships and 
will keep you informed of the developments. 

~)d>-!J 1 ecr ~w,~. 



e .. · :H~~-·;::_~-:.· :·.J."> ~n~.~·:·r·r. 

::"'·~~ ~"(( ':hA-:- t.J. :~ov c:z.-r.r~ Ent 
AgEncy. (BR) 

:\llK.t~EA. 

iie recognize fully the 1mportrnoe nnd urgency of the 
ship•):\.UB problem and r.re <'.oing i·Tho t N~ oan hPre to solve 
ito 

'1e heve discnJssad ~rith the SweO.i.eh Minister here the 
possibillty of using swedish vessels to evPCttt:lte refuge--a 
from Ble.clr Sen ports. 'l'he Swed.ish Minister is cabling his 
Government immcdit:.tel.y rt'!questing thr·t oonsideretion be 
e;iven to this r.Ja.ttor. 

\'lith respeot to the guar1>ntee i·mich this G·overnr~~nt hps 
nov1 given to r~)plaoe the s, s. Vetm if lost, ~re 1-1ouJ.d 111te 
immedi2.te e.dvice from you .?S to the 'ossibilit1es of obtain­
ing· other TIU'kish vessels if sir,liler gunr;ontees 1·mre given 
to replace t~ose vessels. 

WHB:GLW:VHJ 
._. 

NOE !tEA' SWP 

STETTINIUS 

Aot1ng 
( CLVI) 
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FEB 241944 

~o. u:v. stett1D1• 
fROJle Ur. .Pahle 

l't 11111 bo appr'eOiatecl 1t fOU W11l have the attached. 

cable to 'NrkQ' dUpatobell t....u.a~. 

(Signed) J. W. Pehle 

(Sent via ~ecial t~ssenger) 

CC - Mr. Pehle, Mr. Luxford, 1!r'. DU:Bois, Mr. Lesser, Mr. Fri~dman, 
Miss Hodel, Mr. Pollak 

2/24/44 

I 

I 
--1:-
~~---
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URGENT -
./ 

CABLE 'fD AMBM3SADOR STEINHfillDT, ANY..ARA., TURKEY. 

/ 
FOR S'l'EI1111IARD'l' AND HIRSCIIWlivlf FROM: THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 

)Je recognize fully the importance and urgency of the 
shipping pt•oblem and are doing what we can here to solve it. 

We have discussed with .the Swedish 1finister here the 
possibility of using Swedisil vessels to evacuate refugees 
from Black Sea poz•ts. The Swedish Minister is cabling his 
Government illllilediately- l'equesting that consideration be given 
to this matter. · 

With respect to the guarantee which this Government has 
now given to replace the s.s. VATM~ if lost, we would like 
i~~ediate advice from you as to the possibilities of obtaining 
other Turkish vessels if similar guarantees were given to 
r~plac~ those vessels. 



.l 

' FOREIGN ECONQMIC ADMINISTRATION 
OFFlCE OF THE ADM[NlSTRATOR 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
Acting Exeautive Director 
War Ref'U&ee :Board 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr, Pellle: 

FF.R 2,41944. 

I am enclosing f'or 10ur information a oopy 
of' a letter sent to the War Shipping Administrator 
in which the Foreign EConomic Administration has 
asiUl'ed t~e War Shipping Administration that if' the 
s.s. Vatan is chartered f'or the War Ref'U&ee :Board 
the vessel may be replaced under le~lease author­
ity upon the request of the !l!urld.Sh Gov8l'lllllent and 
that the War Shipping Administration will be reimbursed 
by the Foreign Economic Administration f'or the reato~ 
able value of' the replacement vessel. 

?.39· 

/;,·::;, Olh ........................ ,,, 

1/.o. !ina. fieq, ~, ,. 
Initial .................. . 
D~tte .......... _ .................. "" .. -· 

~ tn<~Y~10~ur-s1,~~-c~~--~ 
\ --::: !L'. Crowley . 

Administrator 

Copies 3/8/44- Idss Chauncey (ror the Secretary), Messrs. Paul, White, Gaston, Pehle, 
Ll!xford, DuBois, Ef.:Bernstein, Friedman, Lesser, Stewart, Abrahamson, 

. PollacJC, and i>'iisses Hodel, Laughlin and Cohn. : i 
i 
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.. b. lelia,.,, , ••• Ad ...... , ............ ctf .... ,.,.., ........ 
-..n ...... u. «attA ....... ., 11, lHf. 1M ..... ......... . 
...,.. ..... u. tf .. - ...... ~ li ......... Ht. '*'· 
... ..,..... .-. ~ ot tta. s. a. ••·· • flllttla ...... 1, ,.., ............. ...,...... 

AetliMlq to ..... lll,..._t U itt hlteN tllat ...,_ ""-
lth - ....... wilt ,.... ..... s. s .......... lM ......... , ...... 
P\tiMM 61 • ..._. ............ ,........, ,..... ._ tldW St&ttt 
... ott•• ... .._ ._... ~ • ....,. • ., tkt *• w.Ml 
vtn h "Pta ... tt n s. S..Q '*'1• -... .....,.. ve .....,...,.. 
tut .-•~ Mpp.., J.tldalltratloa •• Mlltlllftlt4 M&t. l'lllle, -.. 
,... .. *l'),.-ftl 1>7 ._. ,....,. looMIIlt Aa.t.lltt•••ea. ........ 
It h "Pla .. tJdt '""1* Ia t1Mt .,., tt·~t• l*Q; Wltla a 'tQHl 
•• tlldlar aat trMI •• ._,..., ttettH •• ..,. h ~. lie...._ 
..... ~ .,., ,.. .................. tatl~ ........ Jt .. 
•Mo. t•• ..a a reptai•ld wlU h t•»'ttat•il ad tMt ltat­
l••• ,.... tllU lie _.. ...U..\11 tt "- Waf .. ppt.q ......alt-... 
tloa fer ._. .... ,., tot' -. ,....\141 ftlv d • wtet1 le-
u...aaa n,pta••••· ................... --................. ......... 
'11ltr of ................... ., ............ ,. .. .... ,. ................................................. ... 
...._.n tf ............... liP), tlile........, 1aF ... N;W--
l ... l .............. tJ'.i!MW.tu .... a ... ,..vf.UhHI ...... 
In' tJae .,. .. ..._ 1'1l1M of..,,....,.._,_ .. WI.-" • . npla•••· .QJ. ...-.itu ~ .............. tuliA• ..,..,.... 
..... .....,., .. to Use ...... ., HJla•••• .... ............. 

(St~ed., Leo T. Crow)"v 

~-\}~bha~\.ij_~fl!f~~"ky:.¢...:----
2/M/44 . 



Official File Copy 

Februa~ 28, 1944 

I / 
MlmORANDIDA FOR ADMIHAL LA~ 

" Attached is a cable received froom Ilil'schnum, 
l'f)presentative of the War Refugee Board ln •rurokey 
who was appointed pursuant to the President•s Executive 
Order of January 22 declaring tha·l; it is the policy 
of this Government to take all measures within its 
power coniistent with the au9oessful prosecut~on o£ 
the war to rescue the viotilllS of enellly oppz>ession who 
are in imminent danger o£ death~ 

(. 

. You will note thU.t 'Hbachwlli indicates that it 
is possible to rescue aoo to 1,000 refuge's, mainly 
children, from. Transnistria who are irr-dangeJ.> -o£ ----.---- -­
starvation and death)£ the chartel' of the. s.s~ \r(AT.AN 
owned by Kalkavnm Riza, 'J.'urkish shipo~er, oan be obtained 
at once,. It appears that the Turkhh Government refuses 
to parmi t the ownev to enter into the charter be_9auee . 
of tho danger o£ the loss o£ the ship. The International 
Red Croos has promised to secure aafe oonduot of th1a 
ship from all the bel.ligeJ.>ent.p,ower• conqernea. Hirsch• 
man indicates that if we could offer to the 'l'~Ulh 

._Govel'Dlllont a guarantee to replace the ship if lost, 
th&ro are 'good reas~~ to believe that the Turkhh 
Government might permit the use of the ship fo~ the 
purpose 1ndioated8 

.. 
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Jl.No87? 
~h1o telegram must be 
p11raplu:aaed before blling 
comwn1aated to IUIJOM 
other than a Governmental 
ageno;y, ( Dlt) 

.. .. 

zt;-2,- h'ebruury 16, ll u,m, 

lltlted february 18, 1944 

Rec 1d 2124 a.m., 19th 

b'OH JOHli J'.ZlllLG VIMU'l:OH o:.· \iA."1 R:C:l'IJUR!k :OOARJJ 

I r.m grruilllll1¥ getting a\ plcturo o£ some of the 

PDIJI.Iib1UUea und oi' bhe enorii!Oue d1tt1oul.t1os i"&clng 

our work. Although the ~urlte exprou themaelvoe aa 

B1~patlwt1o tbuo far the;y hnv9 been helpful ontr to 

a l1mlted extent, ~hny 1111¥ be due to aome of the e1r-

11Wllstftne&e roolhd below, In d.ea11ng vUh the 'l'urke 

I !!hall :ro]¥ enUroly on ;\JIIbaaaftdor Sht.nrufrd.t who 

enJo;ye their 11111· oonf14ence. 

liul~rla through wh1oh ~moat all :rofugeee 

f~m J;u.rope e.rut the .llalkaat nat pali'J 1n tr&uiU 

to ?.'lU"Itey or beyond hnn for· fl.1,lte some Ume past 

. .I 
been wit.hholdlng b•ansl t vitae !e~ those coming 

lfta other 

.. 



----------- -·------

frtlm other r>tl.l'h of :~ope nnd tho Il~<lkans and 

. witholdl!l oxt.t vl.frJ.G troll! Jews rea1d1ntl; in Rulprta, 

tn tho pnnt tortnl<{ht only one Jevlah famil¥ eu.ooeecl• 

ad in let•Vin<: Bulgaria and ronohl.na; Istanbul, 

While I hopod tlmt we vo~ld not have to ava11 

o=aelV<lll lllllllndlata'!y of tho l!peolnl authorltg tQ 

deal with tho ene1113 I feel that ;rou in llaehl~on 

llll.d we here will be OQllpelled to use t t.1e lliBana. 

~ho oatelllto oountrlee nnmely Rungnr.y, Rumania 

and llulp:r1a fll'e 1110at 11Mloun to whlflellllsh thamselvae 

in the e;yea of the Alllea, fie must· exploit th!a 

anxiety at onee. \/e mu.et brln;: averv pnalllU'e bi'Ought 

to bear th.rouah neutral r~olea or aD¥ other IDIIana 

at your disposal, ao wall na by dl~ot oon\aot with 

\ho repreaentattve ot the aboYe mentioned aatellltoa, 

!rhe;y lilll.ot b!l gbeil. to. Wld.e:lairwl ln 110 uncanaill 

tel'llla that unleea they take luedlatil etapll Vhioh 

will taotlltnte our work tha AlUea wl!!-~!_o~k upon 

them ae real ene•lea ~o a~ tully oollaborattng 

wlth tho Na•l• ln their work of exte~nAtlon nlld 

~-h OT~r. 
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1o ove:r. It ehoul.d be llltlde ol<ll!.l' to theP.t thnt no 

apologies o:r utelnV!tiona ~Jill bo accepted, I ox-

peot tio hlearaph lfOil ltiOl'a tully nbout the llulgarian 

·bOtitle in u few Qafl• 

l lihillk: t.t vould be helpful 11' ;you voultl ca.ll 

of him that l~a oablo hill t,'OVernmont the dotermina.­

. Uon of tho United Otntee GovoJ'IImsnt to ca.J'ey' out 

Ua :rea011e pro,gram wUil nJ.l ener&Y ('.Jld reoourcee 

and tha.t illlllHIIcliute nld on the !lll¥'t oi: the 'furkhh 

Oove:rnment will bo highly evaluated, 

I &m info:rmed that 1n view ot the }Julgarf.an 

impasse tho Jewish ngency ottlalally dealing vt\h 
I 

tranaportaUon of Jewi.ab. rehgoee from the .Bal.lal.ne 

necked ln ihll.&al'la, 'l!he;r obtained pi'Olll&e ot 

provilional ohaner for !ll:l VA'.i!AN 8700 ton~J owned by 

Xalltawsn Rill& ~eh elllpower who 1e willing to 

take her with !VurkJ.eh to Oonatuu\11& to brill« out to 

Istanbul 8()0 to 1000 1'81\&geea, 111$\1113 ohlidrea trom 

~ranon1etr1a. whom RllmenSnne Jll'e at pl'&aent villlng 

to ralenee, bu.t who mey at any 1110meat 'be tn 4enger 

· ot nanaUon · 
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of narmt:t.on a!ld _duth. · Int&rn'ntlonal Red Oroes 

, 1*0•1.••• to. ~<lll'l'f -11afe c~d-ttfoll' thte . Jhl,p 

from all. b9lli{{erent ponere concerned~ 'lhe '1\l~klth 

Govemaent fUll¥ oemtrol• aU ptivo.U. Jhlpping Md 

b tajjtd With. extreme tftulaporl .df.tfioultiee ()t it1 

o~m. It.lloflll!ell to. pemt olin•~ to en...,: into · 

Obq-t.n' ~lliawt··beoause' ot• dt~J18P 'Qt. los• of ship 

tJVe»~VIheri Ult4e:r allfe OO)lO,u.ot· IUl btu~· ocCiurred •. · 

. "' ~· I.\U14JV, ap. to poQdbl,eloas' of..·' 

eb.!.p;·-W• eUCinglf WI• f.ll$tdie.t.•o.f'ffll" of ~tee 

bJ' .. thlllhli-.d Bta.telll to;tbe i\&rfllb. ®f'Gt'iulten\·to 

nplaci~ll•i:.WUl..I'O"-·eable us authority t.o offer 

thlB e~ie·~t..·of ehipHplllCie..t~mra .. 

4t.aWJ'. ~Ja~s\.·.Yat.rfJ Qttlh. pl~e-ded.gmtte 

4 )'Olll" ~~ ID·om•r · to• nopa:• •IJOU.a\!#U••·· 
~a·~il of,,'l\U'kleh llh:t.p. HaTe reason& to 'Nlitm 

~t -·_w,_, . ._ • .._ 'IVGil1ct:f#ter basis tor "•~ 

f~UetUim; .As U. el__.tnati-q there llrii SM«bti 

ilhipa o~ ,ao~ t~ c..,-. to G~.•• 
the WI~ Of Sw.4.h ~ (l"ej; : 'l'ite ....... 

· ~ u 'J&\-~"' ~ h~. ~· :wor.,a .. n • 
,-tblf lt ..U~:~•a\;,,..Jd\olA _.ltll_.~-...,. • 

....... '" ... 
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-S- 282, februar-y 18, 11 n,m. fr0111 Ankara 

you prooure ut once, 'l'beae e111pty Swodiab ah1pe 

oould possiblY proceed from Greece to Conotr..no 

and. trantport aono rofugeea. Turkish offioiale 

suggest this altar~t1ve plan. no prefor firot 

plan as 1t would eave time in a situation whioh 

can disintegrate quickly. Also onoe this ship·~· 

allowed the tirut T0)"41g& llnd aooolllplishes voyage 

8U00818fullT •o Oen work to oontinue these tripl 

to 11aV1t additional refugaee. 

Pleane oleo explore at onoe the possible use 

ot other neutrt\l._~bips cf'l:'Olll Portugal or Spain. 

'lhll pOint is t.ba.~ we-iuat under all o1roUllltJtanoes 

get a ship et onoe, 

.l'lo"!le aclvi11e, 

EI>A 



1\HC-170 

r1n1r~v , 
~\U.i I ·"· 
Ankara 

This telegram must be 
paraphraced before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (BR) 

Dated February 19, 1944 

Reo'd 10:39 ~im, 

Secretary of State, 

Waehington. 

2~9 February 19, 9 p.m. 

FRO~ HIRSCHYillN FOR JOHN P8HELE 

Referring to my telegram of February 18 regarding 

the depperate need for a boat immediately to evacuate 

refugeep from Con~tanza to Istanbul further exolora-

tiona indicate that Turks are consistently slow in 

making decisions or taking ac.tion even though we hope. 

to secure fro~ you authority to offer to replace the 

ship VATAN in the event of loss., 

While I would not under any circumstances suggest 

that you relax your efforts in trying through every 

means to help us secure this boat I now believe ·that 

our be~>t immediate hope is to get a boat through the 

Swedish Government and I would urge that to put more 

emphaE'is on your effort.s in this direction than indicated 

in my previous telegram. I am· t'!eeing the Swedish Minii:l­

ter here with Red Orosi" official and tru!'lt you will 

push action through Washington to Sweden with all 

vigor, ~lso you wb.i be inte~eFted to learn that Am­

bassador Steinhardt had a 't;alk on February 18 with 

.the·Br.itish 

,· 
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#299, February 19, 9 p.m., from Ankar\ 

the British AmbaFsador who hae agreed to send a note 

to the Foreign Office concerning the plight of Jews in 

France or Turkish ori~in. The note will be nresented 

to one of the higher officiale of the Foreign Office 

by a member of his 9taff who in disousFing the subject 

with him will indicate that the British Government sup~ 

portP the request made by Ambassador 8teinhardt on 

two prev16us occaslone on the Foreign Minister to make 

the neceqeary representations to the Vichy Government 

that Jews of Turkish origin be not expelled from France, 

As you undoubtedly know the 10,000 Jews were allegedly 

divested of their Turkish nationality by operation 

of Turkish law, We are importuning the Turkish autho­

rities to interest thernPelves to the point of pro­

tecting thepe 10
1
000 Jews' of Turkif'h origin no\-1 in 

France to eave them from being d~ported to Poland, 

Also l have e~ked the Soviet ~mb~~~y here to help 1n 

·the matter of securing detailed information regaro.ing the 

causef' of the bottleneck situation in Bulgaria. 

S 'l'EI NHA RDT 

EDA 


