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EXECUTIVE OFFICES

April 22, 1944 ;

¥r, John W, Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D, C,

Dear John:

You may wish to have for your files the
attached cony of the representations made
to the Ministry of Forelgn &4ffalrs by
Ambagsador Steinhardt’ with reference to
the replacement of the Turkish’ Steamship
Vatan’

Cordlally yours

. Hirschmann

-/
iah:ret ce-Presgident
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No. 661 _URGENT

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its
compl iments to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and, under in-
s tructions from its Government, has the honor to inform the
Turkish Government that the Governmeﬁt of the United States
guarantees to repluce the Turkish Steamship VATAN if that ves-
sel is lost while under charter to transport refugees from
Rumania to Turkey. The Embassy is authorized to assure the
Turkish Government that the vessel which would be furnished
by the United States Government in replacement of the VATAN
if lost, will be as g od or better than that Steamship and
that it will be obtairied.from as nearby waters as possible,
In view of the foregoing, the Hmbassy hopes that the Turkish
Government will immedistely authorize the owner of the Steam-
ship 7ATAN to enter into a charter agreement so that the ws-
sel will be available as soon as possible for its humanitariam

miss ion.

L.A.s,

Ankara, February 28, 1944.
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‘ This telegram must be ) P
paraphraged before being Dated Mﬁrs&Q@g 1944
communicated to anyone Xt o ‘ions
other than g Governmental Reo'd)CQnabrg P29 hmaf,”p the
agency. (8C00 Busg

UEPARTMEHT 0F STATE —
I Secretary of State
' HAR 08 1944
Waghington. BIViSION OF '
PRIORITY COMMUMGAIPARBECORRE. [ ™ -
54%, March 27, midnight k

FROM THE AMBASSADOR AND HIRSCHMAN FOR THE WRB.,

Department's 250y March 24, 10 p,m,

Ankara's 9.
g ) (One) Thg Turk authorities have now agreed to a
charter price of 175,000 Turk pounds (approximately
$97,200) for the projected’ voyage, eight days ‘being
allowed for embarkation and debarkation., For any

period of time 1n excess of. eight days required for

embarkation on debarkation we will be requ‘red to p)yﬁ*

5833 Turk pounds (approximately $5245) per: day.r_A,i'

view of the raot that thi 1Jewish Agency for Palestine . .
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-2~ #b47, March 27, midnight, from Ankaﬁe,

facilitles entalling a delay of two months, and which

could not hdve carried more than half the passengers
the 8§ TA%I will take, we consider the price now agreed
upon to be extremely favorable having regard to the
exorblitant prices deﬁanded fer charters in these waters.
Our financlal negotiations were made difficult by the
price offered the Turks for the 88 VATAN, Black, who
has beeh present throughout the negotiations, regards
the price finally agreed upon as reasonab}e under all
of the cilrcumstances,

{Two) ~The Tufk Government will not (repeat not)
accept a ”feplaoemeﬂf gqerantee on the basis'oﬁ a cargo
veseel of comparable age and'ténhhge" for the 88 TARI,
whioch is one-of ite six available desirable passenger
vessels. The Turk Government requires a guarantee
that the 8B TART w111 be replaced with a- similar passenger
_vessel of comparable age- and tonnage,‘ ' : g

(Three) We, too,‘are assumlng thau there will be

’ refugees aVailable for evaeuatioh when the voyage is
unde“;akan end a“e relyjng onra‘ urances uo this effect -

from th° representa*ive of the 1ch Ageney in’ Istanbul,

‘having no -
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=3~ #547, March 27, midnight, from Ankafa,

having no control over the movement and departure of
refugees Rumania at thig time, we are in no better
position than the Board to glve positive assurancesg
on thils subject,

(Four) 1In view of the conditiong of the charter
which provides, as stated above, for additlional payments
in the event of delays in embarkation or debarkation
on a daily basis, the Board will be in a poelition to
terminate excessive delays should the cogt become too
great, In this connection based on experience in thig
part of the world and exigting conditions, we feel
obligated to invite the attention of the Board to the
probability of very great delay in connection with em-—
barkation reéultiﬁg elther from failufe of safe conducts
o arrive, difficulties in moving pr&ppective refugees
to the port of Constanza, or other difficultieg in
cennection with the documentation of refugees. In-our
opinlon only exceptionally faveorable clrcumstances will
permit of the ocompletion of the projected_voyage within
twe months, . ' . )

(Five) We invite the étténﬁion of the Bpardiid

—~

the faot that we have now Faken. every step which it is

Within our power to take to obtain the German . gafe conduett;}ii

As the representative of: the International Red Cross in

2

Ankara )




~4~ #6547, March 27, midnight, from Ankars.

Ankara informs us that he has received word from

Geneva that there will be considerable delay in

obtaining the German safe conduct and ag the TARI
which will be prepared to sail withln a week, will
not be permitted to depart until the German safe
conduct ie forthcoming, we urge the Board to exert
every poseible effort towards expediting the German
safe conduct,

STEINHK;DT
JT
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This telegranm nust bLe

paraplirased bofore being Dated March 3, 1944
conmunicated to anyons
other than a Uovararont Reo'd 4155 p.m., 4th

agenay. (80-0C)

Seoretary of 3State,
Viaohington.

380, uareh 3, § pam,
Dopartmontts 146, Fabruway 25,

¥hile expressing thelr desire to cooporate the Turk suthorities
are roluetant toc commit themselves to any farther inerease in rail
trensit faoilities through Turkey to Palostine for Jewish refugees
from the Balkmns until the facilitles they hawe alveady grented arc
availed of, To bp specific the Turk authorities have authorised the
issuanes of many more Furk transit vishks then have bosn utiliszed thus
far and have offered to provide more rail trangportation facilities
than we have been zblo to avail owrselves of up to the present time.
The authoritiss feel that untdl the visa and rail traunsit facilities
alyoady plasced at our diaposal huve besn availed of any dissussion of
edditional visas, rail fesilities or the setting up of camps serves no
ugsful purpose, Thoy hawe, howsver, masured =s that if and when the
vigss and rall facilitiss availebls to um ars no longer suff'ieient
they will be prersred io discuss ways and means of dealing with the
gituation. In conneotion with the foregoing I do not know whother the
fiar Refugec Doard s eware of the faot that the Turk authorities have
authoriged transit visas for five thousand Jewish rofugeecs en route
to Falestine but that it has not been possible to use more than a
fraction of these visas dus to the chbstacles which up to the present
time hove been placed in the way of the depsrture of Jewish
from the Axis ocoupled coumtries and to edministrative delays, Very
recortly the restrictions im Bulgaria preventing the deperture of
Jowiah rofugees have been sosevhat relawel. Unless, therefore, new
obstacles are ensountered I am hopeful that we will de able to
raterially increase the novenent in the near future.

; The foregoing appliss, of course, only to transit Ly rail through
R Turkey. Insofur as concerns tie evecustion of Jewrish rofugees by sss
from Rupanisn or Bulgerisn ports the Turk sutharities have agreed to
reopen negotintions for the chsrter of the 83 VATAN on tho husis of the
guarantee of roplucement which 1 have convayed to the Turk Goveroment
in writing. At tho eane time we hawe opened nogotiations with the
Einistor of Cowanications with whom I spoke yesterdsy for the prepomed
rurehase by the Wer Hefuges Board of thw 83 HiCAT et a cost of ape
proximatoly $400,000 the vessel to be donsted to the Turk Red Crescent
and 46 boaome its proporty after ceompleting the trenspertatien to
Felestine under the ausplues of the Internmatioasl Hed Cross of 5,000
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=2e 480, ¥arch 3, 5 PeBey fyrom Ankara.

Jow refuges children from Rumanis. Ye estimale taat the purchess price of
this vosssl would be epproximately the same as e gost of trensporting
5,000 obildren by a vegsal under chartsr end ihat by ths donation of the
voaasl we night be eble to persuade the Turk hed srescent to gontimue the
vesosl in operation to earry additdonal refugess efter the agreement to
transport the 5,000 children has been carried out.

In viow of the fact that the propoaed charter of the 35 VATAd and
propoged purchase of the 93 HFCAT cannot be regarded as other than perding
negotiations and inmurzoumntable delays ere invariebly encountered in
carrying on negotiations in this part of the world I renew my urgent
regommendation that a Swedish vesgel preferable ons alvesdy in noer
Eestern watars ba chartered irmediately by the Far Hefugee Pomrd and
Adverted to Istanbul at the earliest possible moment.

It would appear from the telegrans recsived Ly Hirschwann and
myself that the ¥ar Refugee Board i under the impression that the
principal difficulty with which we have besn eonfronted ha: been a
reluctonce on the pert of the Turk Gewversment to ccoparate. Thus far
thia has not been the case,. probhnmuntunoourprinciul
difficulty has bsen the refusal of the Axis authorities in the Ballens
to permdt Jewish refugses to depart. While transportetion contimas to
prassnt serious 4ifficulties this should not be insoluble provided the
do%dJnnﬁthWmW&wmﬁnﬂmm
offo .

1 have not hesitatad to diacusssthe eutire subjeot fully and freely
with the Foreign Office, the Binister of Comznmications and other high

the war. Inmdoinglhanmdotlupolhwcfmﬂanmnterma
maarmmmrauthemmmmmu;emwmm
Goverrmsnt. Ming]y,lhﬂltollﬁl'bopﬂuths?urutourﬂ

mmmmuﬁumuwutmma soquired
amomshmofmdtmthnMnmuinmythmm
aqunuofMlMlththhWhgmmd\ﬂng
the past two weoks.
STEINIARDY
EDA

083  yigg Chmuncay (for the Ses'y) Mesars. Abrshsuson, Darnstein, Dullois,
m’wm oaser, s Nann, HcCasmacak, Paul, Pehls,
Pollak, 3tewart, H. D. White, Misses Hodel ard laughlin, Ers, Cohn

i
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|
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MAR 2 198

‘Dear Arts

Attached is the letter to Admiral Land exbody~
ing our reguest that a ¥ar Shippimg Administration repre=
sentative be sent from Cairo to Ankara to assist Xré
Hirschmann on the shipping problem. I bope it follows
your idegs on the subject end ie in line with our discus~
sion of February 29, 1944. =

Ve are advising Hirschmann of eur efforts to
obtain a ¥5A man to help him, and we are ealling to hs
attention the potentislities of the ™8,S.Iimir?, trading
betweon Greece and Turkey. Ve are alsc going into the
Irish question along the lines vwhich we discussed.

Thank you again for your assistance and please
oxprese my appreciation to Mr. Sazseville.

Very truly yours,

Je ¥, Pehle

Arthur 3, Becker, Li. Commander USHR
Agsistant General Gouneal

¥ar 8hipping Administration, Room 4717
Department of Commerce

F‘ﬂmﬂn. D. Co

JHMurphysdh 2/29/44

How g 7 o




MAR 2 1949

Ky dear Adwiral Land)

®nank you very much for your letter of Tovruary 23, 1933, vith

. Pespeot %o guarantesing to the Turkieh Government /the replacensent 4
the 3,8, Yatan® ghould 1% be los$ in the transportation of refugess;
Your expedisions and farsighted aotion has enabled us to advise our
representative, Hr, Hirsohmann, to epprosch the Turkish Governmen$ on
‘$he basis of this guaranty, and we now have high hopes of guccess in
this humanitarian endeavor,

Our representative in Turkey will undoubtedly fina it nessspary,

zg:n many ooossions, to dwal with problems involving a knovledge of

pe and shipping, One of the greates$ opportunities for saving many
1ives exists in the aress adjacent to Turkey and she Black Bsa, As ve
have indicated to you there are in Pranspistria, Rumanis and Bulgaris,
substantial nuadere of refugess in imuinent danger of death who gtohbly
can be bronght to Purkey Af necessary transportaticn be found, 1t &g
{indispensable that such $rangportation be found as. s00n as possible, and
Ve are pressntly negotiating with the Bvedlad and Turkish Gevernnents to
this end, '

In viev of the foregoing ! am convinced that Nr. Hirgclmann's
efforts to solve this most urgend prodlem would de greatly factittased
17 he had the aetive asatetanse £ Turkey of & man who has & thivough
knowledlie of the detailed and intzicate mubjest of ehipping, In this
sonnestion, ‘X unfergtend that the ¥ar Shipping Administration has
repregentatives in Oatrs, Mgyps. I ebonld 1ike $o inguire vhether 44
vould be possidle to esstire the sssignuent, on a tsuporary basias, of
one of thews persons to assiet Hirechsazn with the shipping prodlems
vhich now confront him, From my dealings with you &nd your staft, I

feo) that someone from the ¥War Shipping Adminfetration would be by far the

 besd qualified to give us thia 2elp,
Lot ue thank you agats for your cooperation,

Yery traly yours,

(Bigned)icK.Pohle -
4, ¥, Padle,
Aoting Brecutive Dipsotsr




WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1944

Mr. John #. Pehle
Acting Executive Director
war Refugee Boaord
wasnington, D. C.

Deer Mr, Pehie:

Attached hereto is a Jetter signed by Admiral Land in reply
to your memorandum of February 23,

1{ is understood that if the vessel is actually replaced,
you will obtzin the consent of the White House if we at that time
believe such consent is necessary.

Sincefély yours,

i D

Lt, Comdr., USNR
Asgistant General Counsel

Enclosure

1

CUi Chauncey (for Zecy's. file), Paul, White, Luxford
DuB01s, Hocel, Lecqer Frledman, \tewart B. I.Bernsteln

Gaston, Pol lak, Bundy(conj of attachment only).




WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATOR

FEB 23 1944

Mr. John ¥. Pehle
hcting Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, 0. C. .

Decr Sir:
This is in reply to your memorandum of Februery 23, attaching

a couy of the cable received from Hirschmann, representative of the
"ar Refugee Bourd in Turkey.

In s&id cable it is indicated that if the United Stetes can
offer to the Turkish Government a guaranty to replace the vessel
referred to therein, if the same is lost, it is believed that the
Turkish Government might permit the use of the ship for the purposes
indicated.

The War Shipping Administration may, as a lend lease trans-
action, with the approval of the Foreign Economic Administration,
replace this vessel if the same is lost, with a vessel as similar
and from as nearby waters as may be available. The War Shipping
Administration will replace the vessel under those ecircumstances and
you &re authorized to commit this Administration to such a replace~
ment plan. It is understood that before the vessel is actually
replaced, the consent of the Foreign Economic Administration will
be obtained z«nd the War Shipping Administration will be reimbursed
for the reasonable value of any vessel delivered as a replacement.

Sincerely yours,

E. 8, Land

Adninistrator

”




FEB 26 1944

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I am sending you herewith our repolx't of develop-
ments for the week of February 21-28.

We are partiocularly proud of what we wers able
to do on Ira Hirschman's request for help on the shipping
situation in Turkey. late Tuesday we recelved Hlraschman'sg
sable informing us that e 8,700 ton vessel, the "SS Vatan®,
might be chartered to bripg 800 to 1,000 refugses out to
Istenbul, provided a gusrantee were given the Turkish Govern-
ment thal the vessel, 1f lost, would be replzced by one of
comparable tonnsge. That smme dey we arranged to have
Stettinius eall Admirel Land to "pave the way" and the next
day at 10 a,m, DuBois and | taelked with Land, Before the
day was over, we had & letter from Lend authorlzing us to
comnit the Ver Shi&lng Adninistration to the replacement
desired by the Turkish Government, subjeet to clearance
with Lend Lease. We obinined clearence from Lefid Leass
the same day and dralted a cable to Hirsohman which was sent
to State the following morning. We regard-this as s most
significant grec‘eéent in so fer as our shiﬁi problems ars
congerped. 1t should also operate to facilitate Hirschman's
dealings with the Turks and help en actuel evacuation get
under way at once,

Very truly yours,

(S1gned) J.¥W. Pihle

Jo W, I’chlo
Aoting Exeoutiva Dirsctlor

J A
Honorable Henry ¥orgenthau, Jr.,

Seeretary of the Tresaury.
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oos Ohauncey (for Sec'y)
Paul ’
Gaston
White
- Pehle
Luxford
DuBois
E. M. Bernstein
Stewart
Lesser
Frisdman
Kiss Hodel
Pollak
Bundy
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This telejrain rust be FEbruary 25, i044
parajhrased before being
corrunlented to anvone 4 Dol
QUNED oty o ovevaurntc l
WG e L e0d)
AMINDASSY, C@ié{%?‘{ mgp‘{
Jit b L U
AllKARA .
19

FC§ SToINH RDY  GT0 BEIRSCHILGD FRG Bs vl RUFUGZE ECaRD.

Refer your 282, rebruary 18, .nd your 292, Jebruary 1°.

The United Stptes Government through the Var 3Bhinpving
administration and the Foreign Zconomlc adminietration
guarantees to replace the vessel referred to in your 282 if
the gawe ie lost. Although we can not furnieh you -ith zn
exact desoription at thie time of any speelfic vessel which
will be ueed ne a replacement, the Turkish Government may be
assured that this veesel will be as good or better than the
3.9, VATAN gnd that 1t will be obtained from ac nearby
wateres as posclble,

It is aesumed that the $.5. VATal will be ineured
against lose thus enabling the proceede of the insurance to
be used in connection ith the replacement., ior your informa- )
tion, the var Refugee Boardmn, if necessary, arrange for the
insurance of the 3.5, VATsll,

The Forelgn Economic administration has advieed us that
their representative in ankara, illchel Cardoza, can be of
asgigtance to you in effecting necessary arrangenents «Aith

the Turkish Government.

For




7 -2- #1e4, ebruary 20, & pPeies to anmra’

For your informgtion an<d the information of Cardozs, we
have veen advised that 4T the T. . Valall is sctually reslrced,
the replocement «ill oe done under lendé ler.ce authority znd
could be done in one of two ways. ither tue replacing vereel

coulc be turned over at a normul lend lease trangesction or

could be sold to vhe Jurkieh Government for cash.

It is expected that you +ill teke thls opportunlity to
emphapize to she Turkieh Jovernment tie silgnifiesnce »f the
concrete offers which thie Jovernzent has alrealy rmade to
ther: in connection with the program of the vap tefufree -S02Yls
Ip -dSition o the present  uzranty to replace e Beu. Valil
if loet in conrection with the carryin; out of thies orogras,
we have previcusgly offered %o arrange for finnneiny the sun-
vort and zaintenance of refugess comlng into ~urkey. “e hope
tihat the Turkieh Government will accordingly make the 3.3. Va..a

inmediately avallavle for this migsion of mercy.

ACTIEG

oy
]
[

= avi U

%
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February 24, 19u4

To: Mr. 8tettinius
From: J. W. Pehle

Attention: Mr. Warren

Please transmit the attached urgent
cable from the War Refugee Board to Ambas-
sador Steinhardt and Hirschmann., The
comnitment to replace the Turkisp vessesl
has the approval of;Admiral Land, Admin-
istrator of the War Shipping Administration,
and Leo T. Orovley, Administrator of the
Foreign' Economic Administration,

f.!“ IR Pokly

JED:JWPimgt 2/2474L




URGENT
CAELE TO AMBASSADOR STEINNAKDT, ANKARA, 'TURKEY.

FOR STEINHARDT AWD HIKSCHMAM FROM THE WAH REFUGEE BOAKD.
Refer your 282, February 18, and your 299, February 19,

The United States Governient through the War Shipping
Administration end the Foreign Lconomie Administration guersntees
to replace the vessel referred to in your 282 if the ssme is
lost. Although we can not furnish you with an exact deseription
at this time of any specific vessel'which will be used as a
replacement, the Turkish Government may be assured that this
vessel will be as %ood or better than the S.5, VATAN and that =
it will be obtained from as nearby waters as possible.

It is assumed that the S.S. VATAN'will be insured against
loss thus enabling the proceeds of the insurance to be used
in connection with the replacement. For your information,
the War Refugee Board can, if nocessary, arrange for the
insurance of the S.8. VATAN.

The Foreign Economic Administration has advised us that
their representative in Ankara, Michel Cardoza, cen be of
assistencs to you in effecting necessary arrangements with
the Turkish Government.

For your information and the information of Cardose, we
have been advised that if the S.3. VATAN 1s actually repleced,
the reglaoemant wil) be done under lend lease authority and
could be done in one of two ways. Either the replacing vessel
could be turned over as & normal lend lease transaction or eould

]

be sold to the Turkish Government for cash.

It is expected that you will take this opportunity to
emphasige to the Turklish Govermsent the significance of the
conecrete offers which this Government hes slready made to them
in comnestion with the program of the War Refugee Board, In
addition to the present anty to replase the S.S, VATAN if
lost in connection with the oarrying out of this grogram, we
have previously offered to arremge for finaneing the support
end maintenance of refugees coming into Turkey, If the Turkish

- Government is reelly enxious to eoage‘rnte in this matter thele
‘failure to make the S.S¢ Vatan fmuediately availsble for this
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mission of mercy would ve difficult to understand.

We are working on the matter of the Swedish ships and
will keep you informed of the developments.
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FOR HIRSCHWAI FROM TH™. AR R .FIG.I 2¢-1D,

[t SR |

Ve reoognize fully the importence and urgency of the
shlpolng problem and ~re doing whot we ean here t6 solve
+

Vo

) We heve discussed with the Swedish NMinister hore the
possibllity of using Swedish vessels t6 evacuste refuge s
from Bleck Sea ports, The Swedish ¥inister is cabling his
Government fmmediztely requesting thrt considsrstion be
given %o this matter, . .

Yith respeet to the guarsntee which this Governnent hes
now glven to replace the 35,5, Vaten if lost, we would like
immediste sdviee from you as to the possibllities of obtaina
lng other Turkish veesels 1f similer gunrsntees were given
to replace those vessels,

STETTINIUS

Aoting
(cIw)

H

L
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FEB 241084

TOs  up. Btettinius
FROMy He. Pehde

-/

Attention: Mr. Warren
Tt w111 be appreciated 4f you will have the attached

cable to Turkey dispatohed tmmediately,

(81gmed) J.W. Penle

Attachnant,
{8ent via Special Messernrger)r 7

CC =~ Mr. Pehle, Mr. Luxford, Mr. DuBois, Mr. Iesser, Mr. Bri:adman,
Miss Hodel, Mr. Pollak ,

%N{ . "THodelthd - 2/24/44




- URGENT
7/
CABLE 79 AUBASSADOR STRINFARDT, AWKARA, TURKEY.

) 4
FOR STEINHARDT AND HIRSCHMANN FROM THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

Jle recognize fully the importance and urgency of the
shipping problem and are doing what we can here to solve it.

We have discussed with the Swedish Hinister here the
possibility of using Swedish vessels to evacuate refugees
from Black Sea ports. The Swedish Hinister is cabling his

Government immediately requesting that consideration be given
to this matter. ) '

With respect to the guarantee which this Government has
now given to replace the S.S. VATIN if lost, we would like
immediate advice from you as to the possibilities of obtaining

other Turkish vessels if similar guarantees were given to
replace those vessels.
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FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION .
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

/y_"o. /ins, li¢
Initial ...
Date........ S

& Mr, John W, Pehle
. - Acting Exeoutive Director

War Refugeo Board

Washington, D, O,

FFR 241944,

Dear Mr, Pehle:

I em enclosing for your information &8 oopy ’ H
of a letter sent to the War Shipping Adminigtrator
in which the Forelgn Heonomic Administration has
assured the War Shipping Administration thet if the
S.8, Vatan is chartered for the War Refugee Board
the vessel may be replaced under lend-lease authore
ity wpon the request of the Turklsh Government and
. - that the War Shipping Adminigtration will be reimbursed
s i by the Foreign Economie Administration for the reagone
’ able value of the replacement vessel,

Very. truly yours, )

Leo T, Crowley
Administrator

Copies 3/8/uly - iiss Chauncey (for the Secretary), HMessrs. Paul, White, Gaston, Pehle,
Luxford,  DuBois, EkiBernstein, Friedman,. Lesser, Stewart, Abrahamson,
" Pollack, and-iiisses Hodel, Laughlin and Cohn.
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FFR 94

Honora®le Beary 0. Land 1944
Adnintnbrater ,
Yar dhlyping Adsinistration ‘
Waskivgton an, b 0, .
Dusy Adnimal Land; ) !

e bave seen & supy of yyur Jetter of Febrwyy 35, 1944,
S0 Kr. Jokin W, Pehklw, Acting Rxewsdive Direshor af Ale Yoy Befuges
Beard and & oahle dated Fadruary 18, 1944, frem My, Hipsedoans,
ropresemtative of Ahe Wi Refuges deand in Turlisy ¢o Nr. Pehle,
doncavning $he oharterisg of the 6. %, Vaten, & Turkdsh vassel, for
use in yeseuing refugeen. ,

S0Mring 4o Kr. Hivsslman, 1% ia balfeved that the Turke
iah @wg vill peiwdé 4he 8. 5, Yaten t':t:. m ;:‘m ,
purpess of dranscoriing ook previding ik . O o :
oan offer 40 the Turidih Gsvarimeal & giareity 43at ids wasel |
vill Be reclassd AF 19 4n Lest ville wider chavter. Ve walerstasd ]
Shat Sbs Vay Skipping Metatstrasion has sutherised My, Pokle, mb-
doad o axpreval by 4he Pereign Hoomsale Atmiaistration, $o commiy
1% to veplaes thin veenel, in the event of 144 Yoy, vith a vessel
a8 qint!arsnﬂ!rouumﬂﬂrutﬁcuwhmm. Yo wder.
stand furghar that you wish ansurense dodh el Tondelonve suthori ‘
sation for swsh a replasement wiil be foriboonlag and thes leat~ :
lesue funds vill be made aveilable to the Vor Saipring stwintefre. o
$ion for relndurasnest for the youssmable velws ¢f aky vesssl fo- ,
Iivered an repinsesens,

R T T s sl

he Torelgn Becaenio Aduinistmetion senenys in ¥he desive~

B1144y of affestunilng the edazbew of She 3. 5. Vatma fer the

pOse mantiensd and Ln prwparel §o give assurnass Bath tha§ wpen

requent of the Turtcheh Severnment, 4Mie W ; 4w
~ Lend-louse autharity, and thet in wisk & snse you vill be reinbarsed
- fox Ats yeagomadle Wles of any veesel viteh yua neas s

. rapincuseny. mmzmmmum"uwwnm .
- ROnS, Bawiver, us 0 the terne of Teplasensnd are reserved,

Yovy Sraly yowrs,
‘ (Signed: Lec I. Crowlev
“ 1ae 3. Grevdey
; . o R ey S
| o -




. Official File Copy
February %3, 1044

/ : /
MEMORANDUM TOR ADMINAL LAND

Atteched is a ceble received from les\{:hman,
representative of the War Refugee Board in Turk
who was appointed pursuant to the President's Executive
Ordey of January 2 deolarin% that it is the poliey
of this Governuent to take all measupes within its
yéower congletent with the sugcessful prosecution of
he war to rescue the viotims of enemy oppression who

‘ are in imminent danger of death, .

. You will note that ‘Hirschman indicates that it

1s possible to rescue 800 to 1,000 refugeéb s mainly
children, from Trensnistria who are in- angep of - _
stervation and death AL the charteér of the. 5.9, WATAN
owned by Kalkawan RiZe, Turkish shipoyner, can be obtained
at once, It appears: that the Turkish Government refuses
to germlt the .owner to enter into the charter begause - .
of the danger of the loss of the ship, The Int rnational
Red Cross has promised to secures safe gonduoct of this
ship from all the belligerent powers econgerned. Hirsohe

. man indleates that if we could offer to the Turksih
-Government & guarantee to re lage the ship if lost,
‘thers are:good reasous to be. Leve that the Turkish
Government might permit the use of the ship for the
purpose indicnted, , '




»Q/
Ram877 Anksya
This telegram muat be . :
parapiivased before being bated February 18, 1944
commanicated to nnyona : :
other than a Governmental ) Ree'd 2124 a.n., 19th

agenoy, (BR) .

Baoretary of Ltate
Yashington

’ 2(}(2,'ﬁ‘ebmnry 18, 11 a.n,

FOR JONHN yENLY DIRRURON OF %AW RoFUGEE BOARD
FRO# UISSURMANY, -

‘,I mn gradunlly gotving o pleture of soms of the
poseibilities and oi the enormous aifficultics facing
our vork. Although the Turks oxﬁrau bhemaelvos as
syupathetic thus far they have been helpful only %0
a liulted oxtent, - Thiy may be due bo soma of the cire
oumatances rosited below, In desling with the Turks
I shell Poly ;nkire;y on Ambagsador Stelinhsrds who
enjoys their full confidenss.

,bﬁulgar!.a ‘through which rlmost all refugens
from Huropo and the 3alkasa mmst paes in braneit
“to Q"xrzrkey’rpr'brelyond has for"r q@'t:e snm tive paat R
been withholding tr@nslt; v}.s’aa fo¥ thoge goming -

trbn othey

-
S oo T 1




~f~ £B2, Hebruary 18, 11 a.n, from Ankara

from other purss of “urops snd the Balkons and

. witholds exit vidio fron Jews vesiding in Bulgnria,
In the pagt fortnight only one Jowlish family euncoeed=
od {n leaving Bulgarie ang renohing Int't;nbnl. .

‘ Whils I hoped that we would not havs to avall
ourselves immweddotely of tho spsolal subhority to
deal with tho enemy I feel that you in Washingbon'
and we here will de compelled to g9 thla means,

She sateliite countries asmely Hungary, Bamania

and Bulgarie are mogt anxious to vhitevagh themseives

- i in the eyes of the illies, We mat oxplodt thig

7 » onxiety st once, Ve muat bring svery vregsure brought
to beur through néut-ral n.geﬁc!.u or-sny other x.naana
at your disposal, as well as by diract con@aét with
tho ropresentative of the above mentioned eatellitos,
They mast be &iven to understand ln no uncertain
torms that unlesa Ghay take immudiate ateps vhich

wul faututate our work the Alua- wul look - upon

SRS

then as real enenies nho ara luny oollaboraung
- With the Hamis in tho!.r vork of oxternunaﬂen end
that this ¥ill o hol&_ sgainst them when the wer

-4¢ over.

YR

[A——




3= 282, Kebruary 18, 11 o.m. from inkera

in over. It should be umde olonr to them that mo
apologies or extemuntions will be accepted. I ex-

peet to Yolegraph you mope fully atout the Bulgarisn

‘bottle in o fow days,

i think 3t wowld be helpful if yow would eall
on bim Yurklsh ambessador in Washington to regueat

of bim that he oable nis governmsnt the determinae

. tion of tho United dtabes Govornmsat to carry out

is rascue program witih all energy &nd rogources
and that immediote oid on the part of the Turkish
Governmant will be highly evslunted,

I sm informed t‘hnt in viaew of the Iulgaricn
Ampase the Jewish agency officlally dealing with
translxxoxftution of Jewish refugees from the Balkang

hns oxtreus difffculties with lend route bottle-

‘negked in Hulgaria, ' Yhey obtained grontu‘ef

provieional "olmrtor for 53 VA 3700 tons owned by

'xalkmmn Bipa 'Eurkish ahtpomr whe- h willl.ag to

take her with ﬁ’urkiah io Gonnbaaxa to bring ont to
Iatun‘bul 800 tn 1000 nmgou. mainly ahndrea from
i’mnniatria whom Rumnions aro. at pruent Amng
to mleass. bib who may at any mme&:t ve :ln danger

of. narvatlon
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wipe 282, Februnry 18, 1L s, from Ankara

of stavvation snd aem. In%rnutional Red Groaa
mmiua 10 proours poafe: cmduot for thin ahip
from 811 belligerent powors aoncerneds 'mg mxfkuh
_ Govermment fully gontxols 1l private shipping end
 4u faged with extrene \rmasport Hffieultles of. its
wne -Th-refuses to permlt owner 2o.enter into -
Chaxter Agremient: bon‘nnss- of: dangorl of loas of: ship
#ven-vhen: inder: anfe- oomiuot ag han ocmn‘red.
o overcons anauty aa o pouiblo loas e
.ahtp,ﬁwa,pmmlyrwae &mgdiau o,i'fer of gmha
by. the United Gbates to.the Tuikish Gtvoriment to
: ﬁplapi‘al;lp;ﬁ,;-,-wm‘ you estle us euthority to offer
tHla :qpnu"ue mmrmm of ship: upianin;cnti Az~ »
~ ddubely: ﬁ'aﬁa;go‘gnst-nﬁn uhieh éleé;{eidougmw g
An your veply)tn-onder to reopen: negotiations'on |
maquuﬂ.nﬂ af-"l‘ux"khﬁvam;':} ‘Have unécziﬁ t believs
t«hat thin mmm wwld nﬁ'or busis for rupuing
' quntim, Aa ‘en eltamnt!,vo 'bhera aré’ Budlﬂ‘h
| _dtikpe oarsylng :ocﬁ fmm cenw 'h m'cm mdu'
'khi mupim M‘ Sn-dlah BM G;: .p, Ehe clut




~§~ 282, February 18, 11 a.m. from Ankara

you prooure ut‘once. These enmpty Swodish mfipa
could possibly proceed from Greese to Conptunsve
and_trensport sone refugees. Turkish offfclals
suggost this alternstlve plan. Te prefor firat
plan a3 1t would save ts:ms in a situation which
ovan disintegrate quiockly. Also once this ship ig.
allowed the first voysge und accomplishes voyage
succesefully w-éﬂ oan work to contimue these trips
to save sdditionsl refugoed,

Plesse also explore at onoe the possible uge
of other neutral ghips from Portugal or Spain,
The point ig that we must under all oircumstances
get‘n ahibﬁ;xvt a;?eé o

Plosde adviss,

STrINHARDT

EDA




d

s
@

RIROL G0pY -

Ankara

ﬁ”"

AHC-170

This telegram mugt be
paraphrased before being
communicated to anyone
other than a Government
Agency. (BR)

Dated February 19, 1944
Ree'd 10:39 p.m,

Secretary of State, - ) i

Washington.

”229 February 19, 9 p.m.

FROM HIRSCHMAN FOR JOHN PRHELE

Referring to my telegram of February 18 regarding
the desperate need for a boat immediately to evacuate
refugees from Conetanza to Ietanbul further explora-
tione indicate that Turks are coneistently slow inv
making decisione or taking action even théugh ve hopg.
to secure from' you authority to offer to replace the
ship VATAN in the event of lose,

While I would not under aﬁy'circumntances suggest
that you relax your efforts in trying throdgh every
means to halp ue-secure this boat I now belleve ‘that
our best immediate hopekis to. get-a boat through the
Swedish Govefhﬁéht and I woﬁid urge that to puf more
emphasis on your effortq in this ‘direction ‘than 1ndlcated
1n my previous telegram., I am’ ceeing the Swedigh Miniq—
ter here with Red Croes official and -trust you will
push action through Washington to qWeden w1th all

vigor alqo you will be interested to learn that Am—

bassador qteinhardt had a talk on February 18 with
thé Briitish.~

L T
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-0~ #299, February 19, 9 p.m., from pnkar¥ 4

the British Ambassador who hae agreed to send a note
to the Foreign Office concerning the plight- of Jews in
France of Turkigh origin, The note will be pregented
to one of the higher officiale of the Foreign Office
by a member of hie staff who in discuseing the dubject
with him will indicete that the British Government sup-
ports the request made by Ambsgsador #teinhardt on
two previous ocoaslons on the Foreign Minister to make
the neceegary representations to the Vichy Government
that Jews of Turkish origin be not expelled from Francéy
As you undoubtedly know the 10,000 Jews were allegedly

divested of their Turkieh nationallty by operation '
of Turklsh law, We are importuning the Tufklsh autho-
rities to interegt themeelves to the point of pro~
tecting these 10,000 Jewe' of Turkish origin now in
France to gave them from being deported to Poland,

77Also I‘have sgked thé doviet Emboaay here to help in
‘the matter of secuniné detailed informatipn régafding the

cauges of the bottleneck situation in Bulgarila,

S TEINHARDT

"EDA




