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Dated July 5, 1944

w) Rec!'d 5:56 paele,: 6the

ecretary of State,

U PARTMENT OF STATE
JUL 8 1944

m“*é%?ﬁ%ﬁvﬁfwm

Washington.

1218 ¥ :
-2e8; July 5, 3 P.m.

FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD
87,

Om

Ankara No.

June 29. Preliminary

Reference is made to yuur 64,
investigations here have disclosed the following informa-
tion with regard to the cessation of movement of refu-
gees from Constanza to Istanbul in May and June.

The sinking of the I.:ITZA occasioned the with-
drawal on the part of the Bulgarian authorities pf
permission to release ships for refugee purposeses vThe
Bulgarisns fear the loss of additional small ships and
the Germans elleged that they required thejtonnage f@r '

military purposes. Steps were taken thereafter to secure

amall Turklsh ships e_q“ged in, transportlng merchandlse
from Istanbul to Varna, Bulgaria, under,agreement between
the Turklsh and German Governmentv sihcéjﬁhe Turk.

Government does not w1sh to use the blg ShlpS in foreign .

waters,' The Jew1sh agency informs us. that 1t has

arranged for , 




-2-#2018, July 5, 3 p.m., from Ankara.

arranged for four Turki- and one Greek ship to trans-
port refugees on their return voyages from Gonétanza

to Istenbul., The ships now ready for sailing at Con~
stanza and the approximate number of passengers they

can transport ares S8 KAZBEK 450, WAFKURA 150,

BILBIL 350, MARINA 350, and the Greeks S8 HMYRNA 1200
passengers, There is reason to hope that should the
above mentioned five ships, the first of whose departure
is expected daily, successfully conclude thelr voyages,
they will be followed by these or othervships of éimilar
type and under similar clrcumstances. Katzki and I are
working with repreqentatives of’ the Jewish agency and
the Joint Distribution Committee to. break ‘the deadlock

: whlch is delaying the; departure of these shipst.»Upon o

R




~-3-#2018, July 5, 3 p.m., Irom Ankara.

with this so-called illegal transportation. We are

informed that the Ruma.\nian‘-_(}ov,ernment hag established
an inter—ministérial committee for immigra'tion which ) - -
includes representativgs of several government depart-
-.ments as well as one Jewish 'repr’eser}tative, Zigsu who .
is reporfed to be a close friend of Micai Antonescu
and a; rich maﬂ. People 1eaving Rumania must be in
possession of exit permité and tgze formation of this
new commitbee ihﬁerrupted arrangements which héd be.eh
made for securing such permitse. Ax interim period was
evidently necessary to arr'ange for ‘these new connections.

The Rumanians are report\,d to have decided to’ permit

~ch11dren and adults ove 45 tor leave the country and it ’ -




-4=§#2018, July 5, 3 p.m., from Ankara.

undertaken with concurrent participation in the'reséonsi—
biiity by the WRB since from our explorationg to date
the type of proposals menffoncd ﬁherein seems to be
) only immediate means for résguing apprecigb}c'ppmbers
of refugees from tho Balkans., f

The above will boAJ;aborated upéh fully ip a
report whiéh will be sent to you in due c&urse.

KELLEY -

EDA
RR

PSRN




DEPARTMENT “  INCOMING DIVISION OF

—0OF COMMUNICATIONS
" eTrTE BE-718 TELEGR AMara
STATE pygtribdtion of true G AND RECORDS
reading by speclal Dated June 14, 1944
~Reglddulil6 p,m,,15th
OEPARTMENT OF STATE
For seowmrity reaxsns the DIVISION OF
::*jqeére“g“ yeor statyrt SUE 17 1948
Washington COMMUNIGATIONB
; =CONTROL-COPY
1066; June 14, 8 p.m, ¥

FOR THE WRB FROM THE AMBASSADOR
Ankara No, 76,
As it now appears extremely doubtful that elther
a German or Bulgarian safe conduct will be granted for
the SS TARI, as the SS #a’ITZA has been sunk and the
55 uILKa detzined for an indefinite period of time
by the German authorities at Burgas, and &8 no Turk
vessel irrespective of 1ts tonnage may carry refugees
without permission of the Turk Government in each cease,
I have deemed it essential to have a talk with the
Secretary General of the Foreign Office with a view
to inducing the Turk authorities to authorize the
use of a number of Turk vessels to transport refugeesé
from Balkan ports %o Istanbul,
~ The Secretary General expressed his regret at
the situation which has developed with respect to the
TARI, MARTIZA and MILKA and sald that notwithstandiné“g i
various Turk laws and regulations resulting from
' the war
DECLASSIFIED

Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R K. Parks DmSEP 18 1972
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-2~ #1066, June 14, 8 p.m, from Ankéra
the war which stood in the way of an immediate écquiescence
he believed it would be possible to find some means
V of meeting my request, He said he would look into the
matter at once with thepurpose ofrasqertainlng what
Turk vessels were avallable elther ‘in Balkan portvs or
Istanbul and whicp the Turk Government might be able
40 make available for the deéired purpose.

Acikalin raised the guestion of responsibility in
case one of these ships were to be sunk while
operating without safe conduct with a considerable number
of refugees on board observing that 1t would be most
unfortunate were the Turk Government to be criticlized
for having endeavored to assist in a Humanitarian act,
I replied that the position of Jewish refugees
in the Balkans was now so desperate that it ﬁaa
reasonably certain they would.prefer to run the risk
of attempting a passage withbut safe conduct rather than
to be left to the tender mercies of the Nazls.
Acikalin then sald that under these circumstanceﬁ he
would endeuvor to make some Turk veéégls available
for this purpose. . . ;' Lo ‘.

' ' . STEINHARDT .

B BB
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. LATE Cl bD TI0N

! Refugee Ship Sinks in Black Sea’
«lSTANBUL, Turkey, Xiwy=—-30
(Reuter)—The 250-ton Bulgarian *
motor vessel Maritze, which has
been used for transportlng Jewlish’
refugees from Rumania to Turkey,
sank in a gale in the Black Sea
while returning to Constanta from
Istanbul. As she wasen-der, re~
turf*™=ourm, no refugees were
aboard, Her crew of seven were
saved.

a




NEW YCAK DAILY PM-May 31, 1944

' Rofugee Ship’s Sinking
" May Strand Hundreds

Istanbul dispatehes Tepory the
enkdag fn o Bladk Sca gole of the
950-ton. Bulgdrian motorship Ma-
ritza, which ﬁad been used to trans-
port Jewish refugees from Romania
to Turkey. The Maritza was on jts
way back to Constanza, Romania,
so no refugees were aboard,

Its loss, however, maiy strand
hundreds of Jews in Romania. The
Maritza cm;;ied 2001 or?:aﬂj&abih
trip awa om Hitler Europg*to
T ulrléty,—gmﬂ where they were sent
to Palestine.

|
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w0 Gecret-yry of Yiots, Snabhingbon

BRI Ry 51, 144 20 1y MA ; /,é«

ERR— ] mﬁ"

Followtng ls Aukara'y Yo, :6 fron the Ambase dor for ths War Refugese
Hosrd, ]

Yodey 1 recelved rn aneenfirnad werort thet the Sulgarian 55 hAR Ix.u'\
fonadared ~t 424 shille on route to Consbanus un ber retuen from letanbul
aftar ha hae Maanberied oo Hay 16, 216 Jewish yotugses,

Ir iew of the recosnised wnceavorthiness of the daklicae (refap: to-my
ugagzge of fareh 05, No, B37) we wist ragard 1% a3 sn aclt of providence that

the ah!: Iid oot sink whlle carpying refugeet en Toube %o lctanbulo'

SYELERAALT
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DECLASME&;H - ' i
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\ FPARAPHRASE OF TELRORAH RUCBIVED
\ YRORS American Bwbassy, Ankara’ / (”"7—2 s
T3 Secratary of State, Washingten //
DATED: Moy 19, 1944 )
v i
BU/RERg 257

7 e UNTROL rpy

Following is Ankara'e Fo. 60, from the Ambassedor fer the War
. ?
Rofugee Board,

Reference 1s made herevith to my meszage dated May 2, Ho, 788,

On sy 17 the Bulgarian ship &3 MARITZA  from Oonstanss with 316

£ = C%‘uguuh refugees on board appeared off the port of Istanbul. aud
2 %%é %smisaloh to enter was requested, Despite the fact that the MARiTZA .
%’éé(‘;; . 231“ arrivedl without proper papers ani that the refugess on boar?; ‘”’r“;o%
‘94:‘3;“2% i vjthout furkish entsy or trameit viess’ end without Palewtine sntre 23%
?.%)30'“5 " of@tificates, it has been dtrected by the Mniuer-"&f Poreign o3 %%g
' Ms17a that the Fefugses e perafited to laud, ant the Miztster of ‘,«_;gé‘.ﬂ ,
Comaunications has been requested to provide imnediate transport'atgon %
to Palestine for them, $hi Britigh asthoritfes in Istandtl last night |
issued the requisite Psc:i.ocstzimal entyy ocertifieates, ‘
) STRIHBARDY
UORSVAGSHL 8/22/aa S
- n n
P C 7 - ,w]ﬁg{f‘ﬁfestﬁ?&j.}zij, ! ]\
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM: American Embassy, Ankara
va: Seoretary of State, Washington
DaT.iDs May 19, 1944
NUMBER:

907

The number of this telegram wag ori-oneoualy narked
207.

The correct number is 907,
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MAY 10 1944

Dear kr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Dr. Schwarts
wap received .from the Americen Legation, Lisbon, under date
of Uay 6, 19443

tion the £ifth of May the Steamer KILCA

arrived from Constansa with 250 passengers aboard.

The French relief budgst has been satisfactorily

arranged by Saly Mayer for the month of May.®

Very truly yours,

{81gned) J.W. Pehle

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

Hr. Moses A. Leavitt,
Sacretary,
Anerican’Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee,
270 ¥adison Avenue,

New York, New York.

%&Fﬁlab 5/10/th e
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED / C/ﬁ7j7 ¢T4%
FROM ¢ Amerlican Legation, Lisbon
T0s Secretary of State, Washington
DATEDs

May 6, 1944

o 52" CONTROL Cop "

ATTENTION OF LEAVITTJFROM SCHWARTZ.
WRB 22, e

x v B
On the fifth of May the Steamer MILCA srpived from

Constanza with 250 passengers aboard, The Fronoh’/

relief budget has beeon satisfactorily arranged by
(] .
Saly Maypx'/for the month of HMay,

an
xn
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'DECLASSIFIED
- . Btate Dept: Letter; 1-11-72

-~ ByR: H Parks Dape__Sf,E;ls »‘37-2




v
Secretary Morgenthau MAY 3 1944

Mr. Pehle

/

We have just been advised that the "8.8. Milka*
arrived again in Istanbul on April 30th cerrying 272
refugees from Constanza. Thie is the second voyage
for the "9.8, ¥1ilka," walch carrled 239 refugees ol its
first trip early in April. The 6i41ka"® is one of three
emall vessels which have recently been put in use for
Blaek See evacuations. The %3.8. Maritza® arrived in
égtanbul on April 10th with 244 refugees and the 83,35,

ellacitta? arrived in Istanbul on April Z24th with 1562

refugees.

During the month of April a total of 207
refugees were evacugted from Constenza to0 Turkey on thess
three small boats. All of the rescued people have been
permitied translt through Turkey to Palestine.

We are stlll awsiting German safe-conduet for

the "8.S5. Tari' wnich we are sdvieed will accommodate
1600 refugees. .

, {8igned)J.N.Pehle
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PARAPHRASE OF TRLEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM1 ALRMBABSY), ANKARA. FT’ /\_Q[

T0s S8aoretary of State, Washington

e R

NULBER: 7§§

Following 1s Ankara's ?9 fron the Ambassador for War
Refugee Board,

Yosterday the vessel 88 MILR‘ from Constanaa carrying
272 Jewigh refﬁgeen appeared off the Port of Istanbul and
asked for parmiasfion to enter the port.

The Foreign Minister has directed the refugees to land
and has requested the Conmunications Hinister to,pfovido trans-
portation to the Syrian frontier for them in spite of the fact
that the vessel again arrived without proper papers and the
refugees on board are vithout Turk entry dr transit visas and
without Palestine entry certificates. The British in Istanbul
are today issuing the requisite Palestine’ entry certificates.

It 4s necessary for me to sdvime tho Bosrd to refraim from
expreasing publiely at this time our apbraciaeion of the Eoreign
¥inistor's aation in allowing the coﬁtlnued transit to Palestine
of Jew refugess arriving in Turkey illegally. It is fearsd
that such public expression at this time might onbarrass Turk
relations with Arab countries and might be used against ‘the J
Poraign Ministor by his politieal opponents who aré,nothery
active, Thorafors it is recomnended that any'pubiiérexpressiohs

‘of appreciation be deferred until: later eapecially ‘sinice I am

N DECLA SSIFIED o
smmD@tLamr111u L advilnd

e By R. H Parke Date__sga_l 8 1972




&dvised that the Bulgarian vessel 58 n.mnir’zaf which
Present a aituntion similar to the MILKA, 18 due to

ol

will

arrive
in Istanbul shortly,

5 OYAM W

NV

STEINHARDT

St




" leaving by train today for: Palestine,, “This is
“fourthr boatload to arrive,® :

RCB-862 : , PIALIN
T4 shon
Dated May L, 1944
Rectd 6823 p.n.

Beerotury of State
Waghingbon
1316, Way 1 6 p w.
3B J.‘
NL‘C JIRG FROM JOSEPH SCHVARTE FOR IEAVIYR JoIgd
IRIBUTION COMMITERE WEW YORK, )

2 ropord -recsived fyom Bhanghai £31 ruﬁ
4 bhwough losal comrvnilty”

doring Foy
various lscal loons and Swiss donabtioen §
weasipts in April almoeet nil total rocgipis 266
Expendituron for fesding. 1548%; houalng, 3911; medlen:
992; cagh instead of food 2039; wonetary asslatance
losne 143; Favious donations, 2405 administration
oxpengos. 98, Lotal, exnenﬁif;ure until Zlst March
apn,roximately 23000, 8inco April first till today
gpent ontire cash balence spproximately 36562; Arve
without fundg and without porsibility of paying overe
dme b31da aud without money for May sxpenditures
estimated 140,00 Swiss francd, - At present impossible
borroving loeally urgent help ragulred $elegraph
immediately in cane no asuistonce forthcoming
immediately will be forced to stop noxt weel hot
neals and: redues bread distribution, Hailling

monthily statemonts with fullest particulars,?

Toeal commonity will make spécial one time grant | |
$6.000. to meet emergenoy, . B8 MILOA arrived Istanbul :
from Uonstanza yesterdsy carrying 372 refugees who

o HORWEB
EJH

Wip

go05° ¥isg Chauncey: (for $he Y AL PR Abrahamsono DiBod sy Frioduan,
~ Hodel, Taughiin, Desser; Hann, Gohu, -’Sisemn'tC Gmtral I‘i:l.esaJ
_Gable: Gontrol Fﬁes. _ }
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NCB-336 Ankera” :
This telegram must be : .

paraphrascd belfore boing Dated .pril 25, 1944, ;ZDZ;

communicated to anyone o

other than a Governmen tal Rec'd 2:19 p.m., 26th %7'

agency. (BR)

Scerctary of State,
‘.‘Iashin@;tdn.
736,'Apr11 25, 11 p.mn.
FOR WRB FROIl THE AiBASSADOR ANKARA s Ho. 49.

~ Tho Bulgarian SS BILIACITTA arrived in Istanbul
vesterday afternoon with 152 Jewish rcfugees on board. -

As stated in my telesram 713, April 19, I- do not

anticipate any difficulty in arranging for the prompt

transilt >of these refugees to Palostina,/

STEENIIARDT

AT Y o ¢
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"UM%/SA’(

GONTROL Copy brats

g
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NCB-562 fAnkara

This tclegram must be :
paraphrascd beforc being Datcd April 23, 1944,
communicated to anyonc

other than a Goveramental Rce'd 7:50 p.m.,

arcney. (BR)

Scerctary of Statc, 3|3fmr .
OIEION OF
g ington. APE 2D 1344

735; April 23; 4:00 p.m, COMMUNICATIONS
AND HIEGORDR
ANF..RA NULBER 44 FOR THE /<K HEFUCEE " BOLRD
FROL THE AMBASSADOR.
Departmont's number 351, April 19,

"I very much appreociatc the Board's goncrous
telegram and shall of coursc continuc my cfforts to
facilitate the discmbarkation &nd transit throuéh .
Turkey of rcfugees irrespoctive of whether thcir
arrival in Turkish ports is logal or illogel,

STRINHARDT -

aJH




T L,

i

]

APR 20 1944

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Dr. Joseph
Schwartz was received through the American Legation, Lisbon,
under date of April 14, 1944

"Carrying 243 passengers the ship MILCA haes arrived
in Ietanbul from Constanza. It is expected that
the International Red Crosa ship BELLACITA will
arrive with (?) children and 15 adults aboard

and the asteamer MARITZA arrived on April 10

with 244 refugees. In groups of about fifty and
&t regular intervals Turkish repatriates coming
from France are arriving. We are mesting entirely
the costs of their ocare.*

Very truly yours,
[81gned) 7. W, Pehie )

d« W, Pehle
Exacutive Direotor

Nr. ¥oses A. Leavitt, ]
Sacretery,

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes,
270 Eadison Avenue,

New York, New York.

F:lab 4/20/4/ C } ' : |
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PETEGRA SENT ;2 PR, Yt

. , oL
DsH April 19, 1944 /i
This telegrem must be ;-.’,“,/(
paraphrased before belng O pemme (4
corrmnlcated to anyone L
other thon a Government » m\ NSO
Agenvre (TN % zgga g g i e " ,
ORTROL GUPY
AMEMBASSY, .
ANKARA. ’
“B5% THE AMBASSADOA FROM VAR REFUGEE BOARD. - '
YR no. 7.

Hirgohmenn has inforged we 1R detasil of tho onormous 4iffi-
culties you overcame in persomally arranging with she Turkish
authorities to allow tho refugocs from the 88 HILKA and tho
58 MARITZA' to lamd in Istonbul and %o be suppliod imsmedlately
with Tailroad transporsation through Tuskey to Palestina.

Hirgehsann also inforas us tha$ thors vill 1n all probability
be other boats appreashing Iastanbul, whieh are in the panms eate~
gory, and that theee alse would not be anthorizod %o dtlsenbark
thaly pesnengera in Turkey without your pepsocnal Antarventlon.

Highest commendation ie due you £or the reaourceful appli-
ogtion of the geodwill you had Pulilt up with the Turkish offlolals
in dealing succossfully with this work of mercy in those orucial

months.
HOLL
Gl ’
o
YRBIGLY:IKO - NE

4/10/44




PROVOSED OABLE TO AMBABSATOR STRINHARDNE,

ANKARA, FRON WAR HFFUGEE BOARD

Firgehmann has informed us in deSail of tho enorsous
aifficulties you overcame in personslly arranging with the
Turkish authoritiss to allow the refugees from the 58 HILKA
lund $he 88 MARITZA to land in Ietanbul and to be supplied
{mmediately ﬁm railroad transportation through Turkey %o .
Palestine,

Hirechmenn elso informs us that there will in ell
probebility be other voats ep roeching Istenbul, vhich are
in the ssme category, end that these aleo would not be
authorised to dicembark their passengers in Turkey without
your pergonel {ntervention,

Highont commendation ie due you for the resouroeful
application of the goodwill you hed tullt yp with the Turikish
officiels 1n desling sucosssfully with thie wvork of mercy in

$hese crucisl menths,

his 48 War Refugse Boord Osble to Ankera Boe Rl

,,_@r&mm" \M//
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PARAPHRABE OF T ELEORAM REGEIVED

FROM? The American Asbassador, Ankara
Ot The Secretary of 3tate, Washmgton
DATEL April 18, 1944

wos s s GONTRGE GOPY

As Ankara's number 40 the fo0llowing message Ae¢ from the
Anbasgador for the War Refugee Board and it refers %o Ruzber
337 AatedApril 18 from the Do‘pnftmnnt.

Between the voyages of the 58 HARITZA and the 85 KILKA
on the one hand and that of the 88 BELLAOITA'/on the other, there
is & fundamental difference. The MARITZA snd the MILKA esiled
without either the proper pupers or the suthority tq enter a
port of Turkey and pragtically all of tho' refugeas on board were
without Palestine’ entry certificates and vere alse vitho Tyrk-
i1sh entrance or transit visas. Inasal/ 1s the Xaxx word used
heres in referring to voyages of this character. The BELM.GH‘AV
on the other hand has the propsr papers, poﬁuuion to enter the
port of Iethnbul and it is sald thet all of the refugees on board
have Palestine entry certificates as well as Turkish transit
vises. Lfasaf s the word used hers in peferring to voyages of
this chardoter. ’ e
o . ATETNHABDT s

DECLASSIFIED
Biste. Dopt. Lather, 1 1-11-72

i ﬂ R ByR HParks Date_SEﬁ— 18 w1z




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: The Ameprloan Ambassador, Ankera
POt The Secretary of Htate, Washington
DATE: April 19, 1944

NUNBER: 713 tseotion 2)

Up to the present time the BELLAGITA has not arrived but
no difficulty in transiting the refugees on board to Paleatine
18 expsoted by me. With reference to further 1llegal voyages
by the MARITZA and the MILKA I feel reasonably well satisfied
that 1f the number does net go beyond five hundred a month, X
ean.persuade the Miniater for Foreign Affairs to allow the .
entry and transit of refugees ocarried on sush 1llegel voyages
as each cacasion masy present itself, noqptleus the carrying
oapaclty of the railroad to the Syrian frontier fron Istanbul
will in each instance affect hias decision. With reference to
the substantiel inorsase in the transit to Palestine from Istan-
bul arriving hers legally which has taken place during the paet
two or éhree months and being thoroughly familiar with the ad-
dltional load which the transportation system will support, ay
beat Judgment is thas approximately an additional five hundred

' rerugaos arriving each moRth 1llagelly would be the maxamnm tor

whon ratl transportation could be provided by the Ioroagn Minlster.
STEINEARDY

LORL RPL

yare

. DECLASSIFIED
. State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

- ByRH.Parksmw_S,EE,18 1972.
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Seoretary of State, Washington € ors
TO: Aimericen Embassy, Ankara/ S
DATED: April 15, 1944

ST GONTROL Gopy

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT, ANKARA, P
TURKEY., ' "
Fais Ls WRE Cable to Ankara No. 22. ¢

Reference your Nos. 825 and 626 of April 8.

Schwartz’/ being advised of your recommendation regarding
PortugueseJ boat with which we oconour,

Your efforts in arranging transit for refugees arriving
on SS MARITZA are greatly appreciated. In view of recent
voyages of MILEKA, MARITZA’&N@ BELLAOTTTA'Board would be inter-
ewted to know if there is possibility that such boats oan

continue evacuation operations.

g 08
v s WY ’

oW
WEH\“Q%} 30‘4\5\)
e WERAOEE
B SECEINED DECLASSIFTED
" Btato Dept, Letter, 11172

By R H. Paiks Date SED ] 8.1972
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OABLE 20 AMBAGSADOR GTRINHARDR?, ANKARA, TURKEY FROM WAR REFUGER BOARD

This ie WED Oadle fo Aakave Ne, 22

Reforsnse your Nos. 625 and 626 of April 6,

Schvarss being uvl;oc of your recomnendation regarding Portuguese
boad with wvhich we aonewy, )

Your efforts in arranging transit for yefugess arrivisg ea
88 MARIZEA ere greatly appresiated, In view of resent voysges of
HILEA, MARITZA and BERLAOLEZA Board would be interested %o know Af

thero is possibility that suth beatw oan eantinue svacwation eperatiocms,

April 13, 1944
12:00 p.m,




T0

FROM

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

e

oate April 12, 1944

- INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

Mr. Friedman

J. W. Pehle

Why ghouldn't we ;end a cable o Steilnhardt {mmediately
asking why the three Bulgarian ghips which recently came to Turkey
camnnot repeat the voyage? Apparently Bulgarian ghips do not
necessarily need a German gafe conduct in order %o traverse ‘the
Black Sea. In any event the declsion can be made in Turkey and
wa ought to suggest further voyages for these ships.

St
W7
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DMH Ankara
LL-780
This telegram must be Datcd April 13, 1944
paraphrased before being .
communicated to anyonse Rec'd 3:20 p.m., léth.

other than a Government
Agency. (BR)

Secretary of State,

657, April 13, 4 p.m.

X -
FOR WRB FROM THE AMBASSADOR.
Department's 298, April 5.

Ankara 35.

N
The refugees referred to in my 564 of March 29 as
having arrived on the SS MILKA arc the same as those

referred to in the press report of april 1.

STEINHARDT
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CORRECTED COPY A
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KEM-780 inkara
This telegram must be :
paraphrased before being Dnted .pril 13, 1941
communicated to anyone
other than a Govermment Rec'd 3:20 pem., lith.

agencye. (BR)

Secretary of State,

Washington.,

655, 4pril 13, 4 p.m. ' LA
> ,

FOR WRB FROM THE /LIBLSS.LDOR

Departmentts 298, Lpril 5.
Ankara ?5.
The rEfugEESVPEfErPEd to in my 554 of March 29
as having arrived on the 88 MILKA/;rE the same as those

referred to in the press report of April 1.

STEINHARDT
MRM
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REQEIVED }54
/
FROM! The Americsn Miniater, Lisbon /1/ Q,jj

TO: The Beoretary of 8tate, Washington

CONTROL GOPY

NUMBER: 1106
A
-—n

Transmission of the gubatance of the following para-
ohrase to Leavitt, Joint Distripution Committes, New York,
through the War Refugae Board is requested by Joseph 3chwartz.

//Garrylng 243 passengers the ship MILGA' has arrived in

Istanbul from Constanza. 1t ie expected that the Iuterngyfonal
Red Oross ship BELLACITA will arive with (%) ohlldrog ancf?},ﬁ
15 adults sboard and the ateamer MARITZA arrived on Qpril agg

=4
=

with 244 refugees, In groups of sbout fifty and at ﬁggulaz_)

intervals Turkish'repatriates soming from France' are ;%riving.

We are meeting entirely the costs of their care., Axlsk -
NORWEB o
/) by
o
”£ﬁm
Ao
DOR: MPL
4/17/44
DRCLASSIFIED

State Dept. Letter, 1- 11-72

BYB-H.ParksDabeSEP 18 1972 7 -
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED «- /
FROM: The American Minlster, Bern’
TOs The Secretary of State, Washington h)’

DATE: April 14, 1944

* NUMBER: 2348 F“NTR[“ 0ﬂDV
)

4

In substance the following ie a paraphrase of the reply
of the Bv'iuJ Federal Politiocal Department Gated April 13 to
my note dated Amril 7 which transmitted the request of the
Dppartmqm that in 1ts own name Switgzerland immediately support
t‘hp reqq,_ost of the International Red Oroes Committee to all

”‘ﬁyzugeg,ents for the steamship BELLACITTA™s safe’ conduct.

>~

3!

°m Th@ Political Department, while eagorly desiring the ma-"
foriliunon of the representations which the International
Gommit Vbe has made, will refrain from supporting them in Berlin
by reason of the decision conocerning the similar cass of the
TARI, a Turkish steamship, which the Federsl Cotinei} adopted,
The note of April 12 sent to the Legation of the United States
ansvering its communication dated Mavoh 28 oxplalnl the reasons
for this decision.

My number 2301 dated Aprg,l 13 contained the substance of .
the note referred to which was dated April 12,

HARRISON

DOR: MPL
4/20/44

DECLASSIFTED i
State Dept. Lester, 1-11-72 ) A !

) o ‘ByiR.'H.Pa;ksDates_Ea_l81972-"-
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v
MJK-383 Ankata
This t elegram must be
paraphrased before beting Datéd 4april 9, 1944
communicated to anyong
other tha~ a Government Reetd 9:05 p.m.
Agency. (bR) ¥
Secretary of State;
. \“M
Washington, | DEPARTHERT OF STATE
! ! iN QF ;
; APR1 g

i :
. { - v IONS ;
FOR THE WAR REFUGEC BUARD. ___ N RECORDS

X

630, April 9, 5 p.m.

Ankara's %P.

The following telegram has been sent to ambassador
Harriman. :

I deeply appreciaﬁi/your cooperation In obtaining

v’ )
safe conduet for SS MILKA which arrived in Istanbul

wilth 239 refugees who have since been moved to Palestine,
4lso for S8 MARITiZ which arrived in Istanbul yesterday
and whose 244 refugees will-Leave forvfalsstine by patl
on April 10, Also for SS BELLACI%&A which is now ex-
PECLEA to sail from Constaﬁza on-April 9, ‘

Repeated to Department.

STEINHARDT
EH o
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAN REGEIVED , ..., A
’

FROM: The Anerioan Ambassador, Ankera . pl

PO The SBeoretary of State, Washington f:??%gz/

DATE: April 8, 1944 '

woMBER: 660 BUNTRUL SUPY
L

The following message as Ankagu‘u nusber g? is fronm

the Ambassador for the War Refugee Board.

/ Yesterday in Istanbul there arrived the Bulgarisn 88
MARITZA with two hundred and forty four Jewish refugees
from Constanza. The authorities of Turkey have agreed today
to allow all of the 244 refugses %o lend in Istanbul and te
supply them with railread transportation to Palestine leaving
Istanbul on April 10 althoygh only fiftesn of the refugees
have ?urk&ah visas end Palestine entry eortifiﬁaﬁoc.

7 -STSINHLRD!
Mor r 29
’ V :—‘")J,v
BIRIKPL
4£10/44
. DECLASSIFIED ‘

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72¢

i . ‘ ' o e E ByR.H.ParksDate_S_E_P_alg“‘972




DArGHeTx OF TELEGRAY RECEIVED

Frlus The Awnnziczsn Ambs “\auor, Anknre
Th The Ssceretary of State | Washington
DATE: Areil 8, 1944
- HUMBER 626
X

A

As Ankaya's number 26 the foll;awing mowusage 1s from g
thre Ambagsador for the War Hefugee Beard.

Kindly inform Joseph Schwartz JDC representative at ’ .
Iisbon that thera beling apparsntly a m&‘fici.antly large
numbar of refugses to Justify the vee of ships besides the , ' _
88 TARI if the safe conduct for that ship should be forth- V 4
coping and that the grauting of a Gsrman safe conduct for
the Turkish 85 TARI not bﬂintz ﬂartain, I urgently recommend
thet he try to concluds his’ gae_gotjai;iona for a Portugusee
ghip with the Poritugusss shippiﬁg c(:ﬁs:rpany. Foregoing refers
o WRB Ho. 16, - .

STETNHARD?

DCR $HPL
4/10/44

Higs Chauncay (for ‘the. Ssc y) Abrahamson, Akz:'.n9 Bemstein, .Cohn;
DuBois, -Friedman,: Gaston, Hodel, - laughling Legssry Iuxford, Mann,”
Mannon,“Mazksay cCormack; ,Paul, - Pehle, Follak; Rains; Sargoy Smith.
: Stzmdish, Stswart, Wainstein, H+D. White, Filée




" order Yo ob?a}n:‘bcqtﬁfifo:;_'_t&iéiieyacuaft‘.#.ongbﬂ‘i;'éﬁiggo, £y

ORIGINAL FEXT OF TELEGRAA S8BT
FRO® s Secretary of State, Washington
70+ - Americsn Bubassy, Ankiirs
DATED: April 5, 19/447
HOMBER 3 2%?
 —
m&m&%g&mﬂm BOATD 70 mmssmon STETMIARDE,

. Refevence your Hosi 547 of Merch 27, 964 of March 20 end
578 of YWareh 30. - e

' With vespest to termg apd conditions of eharter of 85

FART tho Board recognited thab you have made the beat deal - -

possible vnder the cireuastanges, and ed provicusly indlested

_ you are authorized %o charter. 4o Yoed cﬁ"@}{é’fﬁéﬁfzﬁa offoved.

fhe Board is deeply conéerned with the turn which the
negotintions for o Turkish yeseel have taken, “For more

that two momths. you and Mr{ Hirachuann ‘hive bben. earrying -
on painstaking negotis eng with-the Turkleh Gover ent; in

gotlations the-Turkish

psels; and. gounter pro=. -

oud

,.i“d’_ha’s” '




-private oygrnizatlons. heye bee

vagdin

two hundred  thirty nine Jewlsh refugeeg f{¥om Ruwania who
arrived jlleg,e]ly in Istenbul heve Yeen taken by rail to .
Falestine, Ve assuné that these are-the- 're;f\zgeas who arrived
on the £S5 HILKA and were refeyred t0.in your Ho, 564, - The ’
Borrd was surprised-dl ‘(he attitude. of the ‘furkish Government
reported in your cable and 15 gietdfiad 40 learn that no

a result of your intw*mntion thesé réfupeor heve beon ran

mitted trangit through Turkey to Palesj.lne. “Youx effor 6

desorve the. hignest co-wnsndntion. L

If the 1mpmeaion wWeye c:'eated in th_xs countyy t}ut the
Tarkish Goveriment ls ndt fally noopereving An the: réfugee
resoue program there viould undoubiedly be.a. sesotion.hore
quite unfavorsble to Turkey, " In-vidv of: the fuct that several
cbive 10+ the Boat Hegotin-
tiong and are fully’ LO{miZPbe»f the' gitaation it ‘not
improble that unfsvorable publicit; Bay I a\\lt if the
Turkish Governmeut c"n'tmuea waintalin

These. mttm-ah Ve been di‘musae
Ambrgsador in VWa shmgtom

~ The Board snd the Demrtment are tnking ‘all possible
wersures to support the fequest of the. Iﬁtématioml Red
Cross for a German- ﬂafo eondviet-for- ho ! TARL, ~ Sivilar ateps
will dlse be tuke bhe e he: 86 BT‘LLJ‘\CI’IT
in ymm‘ Hos- S'f&, :

_ entioned




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT g& ( mg%@&@)

FROM: Becretary of 8tate, Washington

Y. [ ey ek
TO? Amlegatlion, Bern 4/(¢

SR 0P,
___ CONTROL COPY 4

The War Refugee Board has been informed by Intercross

that the BELLACITA will be available immediately for trans-
portatién of Jewlsh refugees from Mangalia to Istanbul as
soon as safe conducts have been obtalned, Intercross has
mﬂﬂuggted safe conduct from all belligerents, Because of
recenéhngelopments in the Balkans it is most urgent that
the evacuation ship leave at fnce., In view of the human~
itarian aspects of this matter, you are requested to ask
the Bwiss Government to support at once in its own name
the request fof safe conduct whioch Intercross mede to the
German Government. (The jegation 1s informed that the
Swies Government's support should not eppear as inter-
vention in a reﬁrqsentative capacity but should sppear as -

£
its own action},

HULL
{GLV)

' DF[)LASSIF]EDII -
Sjcabe Dept: Letter, 1- S-EP 13 ,\972

By R. H. Parks Date




- . April 1
GABLE 70 MINISTER HARRISON, BERNE 2330 p?é. fon

War Refugee Board sdvised by International Red Cross that
Bulgarien boat *BELLACITA¥ 1g inmedistely aveileble es soom e
safe conduots obtained !c;r {ransportetion Jewlsh refugeesz from
Mangelis to Istanbtul. Intergrose has reguested safe condusts
of o1l belligerents. In view of recent Balken developments
1% iz most urgent that evesustion ship lesve at once, In view
of mmuu& aspects of the matter please ack Swiss Government
immediately to support in its own ngle the request of Intercross
for safe econduct from the Gersan Goversmeat.

cct Miss Chauncey (for the Seetly,), Abrshamson, DuBois, Friedmen,
Hodel, Leughlin, Lesser, Mann, Pehle, Stewart, Central Files
(Rm, 194), Cable Control Files (Rm, 387%),

JfMann:db 4/8/44




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT / . %Aé

FROM: gecretary of State, Washington
TOS Anlefation, Stockholm

2 CNTROL Y W

' The War Refugee Board has been informed by Interoroaa
that the BELLAOITA will be available immedistely for trans-
portation of Jewlsh refugeee from Mangalia to Istanbul as
soon as safe conducts have been obtained., Intercross has
requesteﬂ safe oonduct from all bell&gerents. Because of
recent developments in the Balkans it is moet urgent that
the svacuation éhip leave at once, In viewof the human-
itarian aspects of this natter, you are requested to ask
the Swedish Governmeht to support at once in its own neme’
the request for safe cenduct which Intereross made to the
German Governuent, (The Legation is informed that the
Swedish Government's support ahould not’-gppéar ag:inter-

vention in & represéntative dapacity. but ahould appear. ask :
1ts,own acﬁion), You are‘raqnesteé” : :




April 3, 1944
CABLE T0 MINISTER JOHNEOR, STOCKHOLM 2130 p. B,

War Refuges Board advised by Internetionel) had Oross that
Bulgarien boat "BELLAGITAY 15 immediotely svaileble an soon es
sefe gonfucte obtained for traneportstics Jewish refugees from
Hangelie 0 Ystantul. Intercrose haas requested sefe conducts of
o1l belligerents. .In view of reoent Balkan developaents it is
s0s% urgent that evasuaticn ship loave st omce., Im view of
hunsnitarien aspeots of the matter plense esk Bwedish Govermment
izmediately to support im 3.%- ovn name the request of Intersroas
for sefe conduot from the Gerzsn Govermeent,

oft Kiew Chamoey (for the Seaty,), Abwhems
Hodel, Temghiin, Lossaw (ol 'p ieuamson, Dubole, Frietusn ,
sty Tiee (hat hany Perde, Blevart, Oeatral Tiles (Re,194),

e /i
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED o ¢,u%j

FROM: The Ams rican Embaasy, Hoaoow'/ /v}‘fZ

T0: The Beoretary of Btate, Washington ;;7 / '

DATE! April 4, 1944 ' ?

NUMBER: 1164 “S)ﬂ"“ﬁ\- s

VS

The follodng meassage is for the War Refugee Board.

It is etated by the Foreign Offiee that the Government
of the U.S.S.R.’ iz prepared to ald in the safe passage of
the Bulgarian’ ships BELLACITA, WARITZA and MILKA whieh are
transporting Jewlsh refugses to Istanbul’ fronm Mtngcliai
A# soon as information is gupplied regarding recognition
marking of ships, their courses, and dates of departure from
Mangalla and arrivsl a$ Istanbul, the Russian Military authorie
ties will be given the necessary instructions. FPlease refer
to Department's message number 648 dsted midnight March 21,
1944, '

The following is sent to the Department of State.> Since
the Embassy does not inev what codes are avalilable at Geneva

L pleass repeat this messafje to thq Oéne}alate\\there for the Red

_ Oross. :
. fha The foregoing repsoated to Ambassador Steinhard¥ at Ankard.
HARRIMAR
478744 " DECLASSIFIED -
TR State Dept. Letter, 1-11:72 :

p;R_H_ Parks Date, ey

- ‘ . SEP 18 1972 ' ’
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CONTROL Egpy_——=— /%7

¢..R=-183 Istanbul

This telegrom must bE -
paraphrased before being Dated ~Lpril 1, 1944
conmunicated to anyone ) T

other than a Government Ree'd 7:40 pon., .

Leency.  (BR)

DEPARTMENT OF Siaic

Sgcretary of State L
APR

Washington s
. | communiLan
(- .
218, Lpril 1, 3 p.i.

239 Jewish refugees from Tenentdi were transferred
yesterday at Istenbul from the large motorboat MIL%A
directly to & train destined for Palestine. Onek refugee
stated that their exodus was expedited by the Ruménian
Government.,

/
BERRY
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM The American Ambassador, Ankara
102 The Secretary of State, Washington
DATE: Mareh 30, 1944
NUMBER: 573 (SECTIOR ONE)

£

The following message 1s from the Jmbsseador for the
Departmert and the War Refugee Board. It ia Anka~a s rumber
15

On the general subject of refugees the Foreign Minister
and I had a talk this morming.

1, Refersnce was made by me Lo his offer in the course
of our provious talke {pleass refor to my rumber 455 dated ;
March 15, 1944) to aid us in obtaining for the 83 TARI a German ‘
safe conduct. As soon as possible Numun ssid he would take up
the matter with Von Papen and try to persuade him to ask his
Government to grant safe conduct to this ship, Numan was ad-
vised by me that a proposed charter for the S8 TARL which con-
tained provisions that I considered both unfair and unreason-
able, had been submitted to us. His reply to this was that
I should submit the proposed charter to him and he would
strike out any unressonsble or unfair provisions, if wé eould
not. reach an agreement with the Turk State Steamehip Lines.

STRINHARDT .

DCR1MPL

&/1/Lh

eet Miss Chauncey {For the Sea'y) Abrahamson, Akzin, Bernstein, Gohn,
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Iaxford, Mann,

: Mannon, Marks, McQormack, Murphy, Paul, Pehle, Pollak, Rains,
\ Sargoy, Smith, Standish, Stewart, Welnstein, H. D. White, Files.

b DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

18 1972 o

By R. H. Parks Date_.g_E_P-




By . ML Parks Date. Y = a

DECLASSTFIED -, -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7.

D 18 1972




- frontisr could wmdeonmmodate more passenge

PARAPBRASE OF TELEGRAM BECEIVED

FROM ¢ The American Ambassador, Ankara
0 The Secretary of 3tate, Washington
i Hayeh H), 1944

MRMBER: 572

Yor the purpese of ftransporting thess refugess to Palesting
she miggestiocn was made by Numan thal a ship be séent t.o Iatanbul
by either Greal Britaln or the Unitsd States . Upon being advissd
by ms that no Brltish or American ship conld reach Lstenbul Numan
arid he would be glad te tazks over any ship at Iskendsrun or Mersin
wnd undar the Turkish {iap oring it te lstanbul  From ths YWnis-
berts remerks "1t was elear he is convinesd that the present and
past 11llegal traffic in refupees is organized and that he is not
willing to have his hund foreed by what he regards an organizsd
illegal traffic in refugees. With regard to this he expreswed

_regret LnaL the MILKA ineident should come up at the very Lime

he.and Iwsre making arrengements for a largs sculé movement of
refugees by means of an increased rail movement and the 83 TARY

In gddition to the ssventy five transit vissz beling dllceated
avery ten days he said he could not see how the single tesck
railroad with fwo weekly trains from Istenbul $6-the Syrlan

in vlew of the steadily
-of Gormmni or
4 that his governmsnt
a1} possehger traffie
T

LN

inersasing congestlon but. that thc ¥inie
hie would diseuss the matter. - Numan plso
ie seriously consldering the suppension of
heeauze ths congantion was so-bad at pr

5. Reference was. then reade Yy Faman to gden's replyiin
the Honss ‘of Commons Lo 2 quesilon as 0 whebler w1tn'}éaard i
to refugess. the Turkish Government weag colishorating with
Grzat Bribtain. 1 was shown a statment by leman which he.

" proposed-to issve rsgarding this hupsnitarisn work in which

e sxpresses the intention and the desire of Ahe CGovarnment
of Turhay to coopevabe.

STENHABDT
DUR1¢PL
LVAN/AA
62t Miss Clisuncsy (For the Ssc'y) Abrahamson; Akzin, Besnstein, Gohn,
(5

NuBols, Frisdms aton; Hodel, langhlin, Lesser xford, Hann,
E aek, Hurphy, Paul ]

DECLASSIijl ;lﬂ
State Dept. Letter,1 “ 1 ,\972

EP

v Bv ™. H. Parks. Dite 2 i ~

MV X R



Moo

1»>-

pvesent ,.ud
ab he 48 not
organdzed

y st he s
tth regard to
LHHOY

a lerge
movemen
trmzm,t vias
not see how.
Istapbul
Rers

wondo
serio
hagRu e

5 thel s
the Housae af Common
i34 ug 23 the lurk
Grreat Britaln, T was showm =t
proposed o issue regarding this
expresses’ the intpr‘tlon and tha desire o

AT g QuESITE O

. ) of Torkes

de by *‘L»

PN
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State Dept Letter, 1-11:72
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED C,(B%\ 0N ,

4 o~
FROM: The Ameriocan Ambassador, Ankara 7
TO: The Secratary of State, Washington
DATE: March 30, 1944

NUMBER: | 5$8

The following message 1s from Hirschman for the War
Refuges Board and refers to my number 527 dated Merch 25, 1944,
It is Ankara number 16.

It e my understanding that thua far a German défe-conduot
for the 88 BELLAéITTA has not been forthooming and that the:
Bucharest representative of the Intornd%ional Red Cross who
geems to 6ontrol the situation regarding this Ehip will not
allev her to sail until suoh safe-conduct 1s obtalned.

STEINHARDT

DOR:MPL
4/1/44

DECLASSﬁHEDlI72 o ‘
State Dept. Letter, 1-11- . }
Sgp 18 1972

By B. H:-Paxks Date_ 2 e’
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PARAPHRASE OF TELRGRAM RECEIVED

FROMs The American Ambasssdor, Ankara /Lm/ﬁ7 07L4&;V
d ’
103 The Beoretary of State, Washington
,%nm‘m March 30, 1944
“NUMBER: 879 B“N“‘RBL Gﬁﬁf
%; R

Phe following messsge is Ankara's number iz and is
from the Ambassador for the Department and the War Refugee
Board.

Reference my number 673.

This afternoon the Hinister for Forolgn Affairs tele~ . n
phoned me and sald that in the oase of the approximately
two hundred and f1ifty Jowish-rorugaol Wi thout Turkish visss
or Palolttno entry oortirioatoo who were on board the 88
‘MILLIA, he had dooided to make an exdeption. The Minlioter

B catd also that he nad lgsned 1nltrucﬁiona that the refugees
aro to be ellowed to land in Istanbul end that in order to
pecommodate the refugees he had asked the Hinyister of Come
munioations €0 detaoh four non-biﬁiongor oars from the semi-
weskly Istanbul-Aleppo train and attach four pausnngor gars.

STEIRHARD!

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11- 72

By R. H. Parks Date_S_EE..l 8 1972
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’ ’ PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED &7 é’ = %
Vs > ? SNt/
¥ FROM! Tho Amarioan Embasay, Ankara 2

703 The Beoretary of State, Washington

o b INTROL aW‘

The f61lowing mesbage is from Birsohmann for the ¥War
Refugee Board and 1is Ankara's number %?. Plense refer to
py number 849 dated March 28, 1944.

On the grounds that they left Constanga without Tarkieh
visas it is the intention of the authorities of Turkey o
refuse permission for the 1anding in Zsten b9l of the approxi-
mately 280 Jewish refugees On the 58 MILEA dnd they have 8o
advised the British. 1In an effort to obtain & reversal of
decision the British Minister 1e oalling on the Secretary
General of the Pareign Office and Ambsssador Steinhardt is
calling on the Minister for Vorelgn Attnxrl.

Mindful of the foregelng, Af ooneidorable numbers of
such rafugees arrived without visas 1% will De extremely dif-
fioult So persuads the authorities of Turkey to agree %o a
further 1nereaae in thernumber:ot transzq;vxﬁas to be granted
as tron tho Balkans. |

STEINHARDT

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-79

| ' o By Pake Duto_SEP18 1972
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PARAFPHRASE OF TELEORAM REOKIVAD
American Nebasey, Ankers 4 %7‘7 i y
Seavetary of Glete, Yashingon 7 flreCe/ .

1 © e GONTROL COPY

' -

Tollowing is Ankava's No. :)2 from the Andassador end Hirsohmann

for Pehle War Bafugees Board.

Tne Ankars repreasntative of the Intersstional Red Gross and the
ropresentative of the Jewlish agency in Istanbul infora us that the
Bulgarien §8 MILXA will arrive in lstanbul Mapah 29 with 260 Jewish refugess
from Qornowits whe emdarked at Qonstonsa. In order $hat the 280 refugess
“i »o%&&m %o 1an 1n Istenbul, we have assieted in erranging for
the Lscuance of Falestins sntvy certificates. 5his was done on the assump-
sion that the vessel dsolared to be uaseaworihy by ths International Red ‘
Orass (see my codle of Mareh 2B, Ho. H27) will arrivs safely. Also, we
ave helping $o arrange for trausportation \hrough !‘nrkq to Palestine fer
these refmgecs, L( \9

q -3\

STRINHARDY

‘
; v~ 7
} M DECLASSIFIED
. ) ) - . State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks DatesEP 18 19?2
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RBBEIVRD

American Embasey, Ankaere’ Ve gy :
Seoraetary of State, Waahingtdn ;25353{:__MM-
DATID: Maroh 35, 1944

e CONTROL BOPY

The following message from Birsohnann for the WRB,
No. 8.

Reference is'nado to Department's oable Mo, 2%0.

For over a month, we have been ewere of the déalré of

" oertain 1ndividuala to make use of Bulgarian boaté HILIA

and MARITZA ta@tpagsport Jowish refugess from conatanza to
Istandul dbut due to obaeotion of Internatzonel Red Cross
representative in Bucharest to the use of thess two vessols
as unaeaworthy, have taken no aoction in the matter. On the
other hand, sinoe the BELLACITTA is regarded as seaworthy,

we are attempting to expedite her from Constanza whioh is
being delayed from day to day for a reaéon whioh we have been
unable to discover. Rither the failure to receive savietJ
safe oconduot thus far or some conneotion with éllegal traffic

in refugees may be the reason for delay.

SPEINHARDY
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Following for Hirschmann from War Refugee Board.

FROL: VSECHETARY OF STATH, WASHINGION

TO: AKTMBASSY, ANKARA

War Refugee Board cable no. j.

It is stated in a letter dated February 25,from Inter-
cross that the "Bellacitta", a Bulgarian vessel, is available
iﬁefgﬁﬁgﬁﬂr refugees at the rate of 150 per week to Istanbul
presumably from Mangalia. Red Cross also informed us that two
Bulgarian vessels, "Milka" and "Maritza", are also available
to Jewish organizations for this purpose but since Turkey 1is
not allowing more than 150 a week to go to Palestine by rail,

"it is presumed that the last two mentioned boats will not be
usable since the "Bellacitta" can fill the limit imposed.
Red Cross . as intermediary wiil give notification of sailings
to belligerents. In order to enable immediate refugee sall-
ings you are requested to do everything possible without les-
sening efforts concerning Swedish and Turkish boats., Red Cross
has requested and the United States has granted gafe conducts
for the "Bellacitta" and cable is being sent to the Americaq
Embassy at Moscow requesting that the Soviet Government take

prompt action on the British Governmept's safe conduct requests.

£

DECLASSIF[EDHULL
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» By R H.Parks DateSEB—I-S 1972




Narch 16, 19U 12:16 p.m.

MENORANDUX
201 ¥r. Varrea
FROM:  NMr, Friedzan

Please transmits the attached eable from the ¥War Refuges Doard

%o Asbeseador Stelzhards and Hirschmann, Ankera, Turkey, Aleo attached

for transmission is a reladed eadle to Ambdassador Barriman, Hoscew, -

Russia,

JBTshbk - 3/16/4h
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Calg.b To STRINEIRDT 60 MTRCCHRANN, AYRARA, TURKRY FROH VAR REFUOEE BOARD

%RB Cable iniaya He. 7

Informed by (nternationnl. Rad Cross latier date? Pebrusry 25
that in agesrdance viln aprangement initiated by Rumanian Red Cress,
Bulgerizn boat *“Dellacitia® avaiiabioc to transfer 150 refugess waenly
premsusably from Lengalis o lotanbul Stop They eleo adviee that two
ian boats Miaritza® and “rillka® at dispossl Jewish institutions
nip purpese btut presusstly nol usesble alnee Turkey not perndtting
roil trengit to Palestine more than 150 weekly and "Bellaeittav
copable filling this limit, Gtop Eed Croes ag intercediary will
notify sailings to belligerants. ¥hile coniinuing efforts re Turkish
and fwedish boals suggest yoo do everytning possible to enoble {xpediste s
refugee sallings all Loals available Stop

Undergtand Red Gross nae requestaed safe conduct “heilacittav,
e cabling Harriman reguesting prompt action by Russien Kovernment
for Russian safe coaduct requost.
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PARAPHRAE OF TSLEGRAH SENT / C'/’f/"‘d” o J
FROM: SJecretary of State, Washington
TO: Amegioap Embassy , Mosoow ‘
DATED: March 21, 1944 ’

I'UMBER: 6158

Following 18 substance of message from VAR REFUGER
BOARD,

We are informeéd by International Red Cross that the
Bulgarian boats, "Marftza", "Milﬁa", and "Beiiaeitta",
are immediately available to transport Jeéish refugeds
from Mangalia to Istanbul. The Red Cross has requested b
séfe conducs, If possibdle you should obtain Soviet
safe conducts, Advise War Refugee Board, also'Ambassa-

dor Steinhardt and Red Cross at Geneva,

DECLASSIIIED
Btate Dept Letter, 1-11-72_ |

By R. H, Parks Dqte_SEE_J 3 1972-
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Naroh 16, 1944 1215 p.m.
o\ ,‘gl
Bisonanpuh
i) ¥r, Varren
FRoM:  Np, Friedwan .
Please tranenis the attuched eadle fron the ¥ar Refuges Dogra
S0 Asbassador Steinhards and Eivechesnn, Ankars, Turkey, 2180 attashed
for fransuissicn is & related oable to Anbaseador Harriman, Noscow, #
Rugsia.,

T




CADLR To ANBASDALUR BARRIMAN, KOSCOW, HUBELA FROM BAR REPUORE BOLRD

nformed by internatiocasl Red Cross that Bulgar:lan boats
“Bellaeitta, ” "illko," “Yeritan® immaediately available fop
traneportation ewloh refegess from tengalls to Iatanbul 8%0p  Red
Crose has requestud sufe conducta ftop Ploase trg to obtain Soviet

sife conducts and inform Red Uross (eneva and Ambeseador Steintardt

as wall sa War hefuges Aoard
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dowri to Aegean, Palestine, etc,, and not only to Istanbul, if Britieh .

-~

MEMORANDUM

March 18, 1944

TO1 ¥r, Friedman
FROM2 B, A,

/
Three Bulgarian Boats

Information re Bulgarian boets received by telephone by
McCormack from Lt, Fi'ench, BLreau of Ships, U, 8, Navy (Phone
2950)4 '

llgellacitza - 83 gr, tons

Mileca ~ 150 gr. tons
Maritza -~ 2910 gr, tons

o
88, Ma.:jitza, built in 1936, is a combined passenger-freight boat, V '
According to I:loyd's" = of German registry, but the Navy confirme =~ 7
that it 1is Bulgarian now, ‘ 7
Navy wae looking for Maritia, hoping to destroy her, .(Pr&’pably
this is a special reason why Bulgarians anxious bo pﬁt her;into
refugee servicel)

Since 8S. Ma.z-'itza so superior to others, should we not lay our-

hande on her rather than on Bellacitgal. She could be used for transpart

give safe congluch
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CABLE TO STEINHARDT POR HIRSCHMANN FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD e
. ""
/ﬁ/m&i{wﬂ“

In a cable of Januvary 5, 1944 from Geneva,, S'be.te
Department was advised that the Rumanien Red Cross had asked the 3/5 / ‘/y
International Red Crosg to secure safe condvet permits covering . ﬂﬁ;
voyages of a Bulgarian boat named "%&%&" for three months.
The boat was to Iake weekly voyages over this period carrying

150 Jewish children on each from Mangalig +to Istanbul for eventual

i
&

transportation to Palestine. Visas and transportation hag been
assured. The program had been authorized by the Rumanian and san F ¢ '
Turkish Governments. .
On Janvery 7, the United States accorded gafe conduct
tc; the'!Ballggt:‘a".
On February 174 it was reported from Geneva to the State
Department that the British had grauted safe conduct but thet similar
permits from the Russian and German Governmen'bs had not been obtaiued.
The International Red Gross at Geneva, accord:mgly npeéégged to accept
respongibility for guaranteen.ng the safe ‘tonduct of the boa.t on its 7
scheduled trlps but agreed that it would not:.fy the 1nterested govern—
ments of the facts involveds It ms‘f/c/onsldered tha.'b a further post-
ponement of "the proposed evacuat:.on was undes:.ra‘ble and it is expected
thet operations may’ have conunenced by the t:une you rece:.ve tlus adnce. REN
Leanwh:.le we are contactmg Geneva i‘or a. further report on th:.s matter. St -
Above 1s i’or your :mforma'b:.on. Please adv:.se us of any: 7 : VK/V

dev’eldpmepts noted by you.
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The following for Hitsechmann is WRB oable 62.
' ve have been advisged by linister Johnacm that Mr, Anrell

’ S,
Theodoru Director of Service laritime Roumaine (a government

enterpriee) has been in Stockholm and has mentioned 12, 000 000
Kroner e ‘@ prelimingry figure for the ssle of the BESSAABIA
ff;éjd the TRANSYLVANIA, the above price apparsntly cover!.ng both | '
g%éﬁlp o ’.l‘neodom suggaeted that these vessels be purcha.aed ror
- Sréfuze evaocuation from Constanza. He asserted that ar the
;%v?ss : wers purchased by Intercroes or the Swedi‘sh Red Cross,
' a}’ epndltion of the aale the ﬂumamian Government wonld guaran-.
:_;t:‘ee' to] grant - sare-conduot and wauld. further guurantee to abtain
:a: Ger aafe-oonduct..r_ 'L‘naoaom prOposed that the purchasa px-ice
o ‘—*orﬂm two vessela be deposited in. Sweden ws.'ch a (fuarantee that
“%he runds would be made available f‘or pux-chasea or goods ror

.@elivery Sn Rumanla fter the waro *‘%coming to t'.he praposal
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would apprecilate your resction to the above proposal.
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CABLE 70 AMBABSANOR STHINRANDT AWD HXNGCHMANN, ARKARA, TURKHY, VROM WAR
HEFUGE. BOARD,

We have beon advised by Minlster Johnson that Mr, Aurel Theodora
DPirector of Gervice NMaritime Roumaine (e government enteyprise) has boen
1n 9tockholm and hes memtioned 12,000,000 kroner as & prelininary figure
for the nsale of the BESSARABIA end the TEU?SYLVAHIA'. the above price
apperently covering both ships, Theodoru svggested thzt these vepaele

bve purchased for rofugoe ovacuation from Constenza, He essorted that if

¥

‘ ghe veegels wore yurchased by Intereross or the Zwedish Red Croas, a8 &
sondition of the sale tho Rumsnisn Government would gurrentee to grant
cafeeconduct and would furthér guersntso te ohtnin a German safe-conduct,
Theodoru proposcd thet the purchase price of the two vessele be denosited
in Swveden with o gusrantée that the funde world be mnde availeble for
purchases of geods for Aelivery in Ramenia eftep the war, Aocording %o
the propoesl thess goods could be hold blecked in Hwsien in the nsme of
the group or organisation purchosing or chartering the ships,

The Boord 4s cognizent of the inforsation concerning theso ehips
furaished in your report of February 20 end your 1083 of Jime 14 end slee
that certein smsll veseels apparantly have now baen obtalned for rofuges
evecnation from Rumenis, However wo would appresicte your reaction to
the shove pronosal, . .

mxstsmsmmmm,__g__,; i

1:50 p.m.
July 15, 1944

MdMayksiro 7/:5/ 4

' flss Chaunce (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, @ohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel,
: 8eT, llsnn, gtewart, Central Files, Cable Control Filex
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3T The cable below is WRB no. 88,
L
b é E Plegee refer %o gour 2538 of July 9 concerning the
_E X
2w = roposal to sell the BESSARABIA and TRANSYLVANIA.
Lo J
o 3 We ape commnicating the Rubanian proposal to the =
o O
(2 — o=
. % ©[ embagey in Ankara for comment. -
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OABLE TO MINXSTER JOMNSON IN STOCKHOLM, BWEDEN, FROM WAR R¥FUGZE BOARD,

Please refer to your 2838 of July 9 congcerning the provnosal
to o0ll the BESSARABIA pnd TRANSYLVANIA,

Yo are communicating the Rumanisn propoeal to the embassy
in Anksra for comment,

THIS 15 WIB CABLE 90 STOOEKHOLM NO, 5 »

1:50 p.m.
July 15, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahsmson, Cohn, DyBois, Friedman, Hodel,
Leughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files
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/i)

secretary of State DEPARTMEM OFSTME
Washington JuL111944
DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS & RECORDS

%
2538, July 9, 11 a.m.
In connection with the general transportation

problem involved in evacuation operations from the

¥

o] Rl .

ng § alkans the following may be of interesto. During

£’§'§ he past week Mr. Lurel Theédoru, director of

? gff service Maritime Koumaine (a government enterprise)

§}§ § has been in Stocikholm, (This is our 48 for War
Refugee Board in recsponse to their No, 3622, 10 p.m{)

the Rumanian Government is extremely

s
o 5
SU)
£ o
&5 Lecording to him
v
ell two of its vessels, 33 TRANSYLVANTA

| anxious to{;
and S8 BESARABIA, presently t
ually new combined passenger

jed up at Istanbul.

These he said are virt
and cargo vessels of 6500tons with gleeping accomo-=

On short trips the vessels he

dations for 550 eaches
2000 persons each.

added could accommodate over
Lpparently the Rumanians are very. anxious torséll
‘these vessels for a varlety of reasons and have
mentioned a preliminary figure of twelve million
' " Xkronor for both

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11+73

By R H. Parks Datésm 8 1972 ]
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-2~ 2638, July 9, 11l a.m. from Stockholm

kronor for both vessels,. The alleged original cost
of each was twelve million and under present costs
are allegedly valued at thirty five million kronor.
Theodoru has suggested that the vessels be purchased
for refugee evacuation from Constanza., If the boats
are purchased by the International Red Gross or the
Swedish Red Cross the Rumaniens, he asserted, would
guarantce safe conduct and would further guarantee,
as a condition of sale of the vessels, to obtain
German safe conduct. Theodoru seems convinced
thet the Rumanians could obtain full assurances of
such safe conduct, Pagodoru - also proposes that
the purchase price of the vessels be deposited in
Sweden with a guarantee that the funds be available
for purchase of goods for delivery in Rumaniag after
the war. -These goods it is proposed cen be helq
blocked- in Sweden in the name of the group er'
organlization purchasing or chartering the Qeeselsf
It is stated that the veseels are in first class
conditioh and available "for immediate use.
Whether the proposal is desirable from our a~‘w
point of view could, it would seem, only be determined ;;

o information not available here, such as whether the

vessels are “tied up’ at’Istanbui for the- duratlon,!
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-3~ 2538, July 9, 11 a,m. from Stotkholm

whetther their operation by Rumanians would be
harmful to us, whethor the vessels are nccessary to
us, etcs Lecordingly the Legation in reporting the
above is not (repeat not) in position to makae

recommaendations

JOHNSON
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