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Reference is made to yvur 64, June 29. Preliminary 

investigations here have disclosed the following informa-' 

tion with regard to the cessation of movement of re;fu-

gees from Constanza to Istanbul in May and June. 

The sinking of the J:;._:ITZA occasioned the with­

drawal on the part of the Bulgarian authorities of 

permission to release ships for refugee purposes. The 

Bulgarians fear the loss of additional snmll ships and 

the Germans alleged that they required the.tonnage ;['or 

military purposes. Steps were taken thereafter. to secure 

small Turkish ships e<,;o.ged in. transporting merchandise 

from Istanbul to Varna, Bulgaria, under agreement between 

the TurkiSh and German Government~, since- the Turk 

Gover.nment does not wish to use the big .ships in foreign 

waters. The Jewish agency iriformf,JUS that· it has 
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-2-#201B, July 5, 3 p.m., from Ankara. 

arranged for four Turlr:. -'1. anC:. one Greek ship to trans-

port refugees on their return voyages from Oonstanza 

to Istanbul. The ships ra.v ready for sailing at Con-

stHnza and the appro.ximate number of passeng~rs they 

can transport are: SS KAZBEIC 450, i;iAFKURA 150, 

BILBIL 31?0, MARINA 350, and the Greeks SS MYRNA ·1200 

passengers. There is reason to hope that should the 

above mentioned five ships, the first of whose departure 

is expected daily, .successfully conclude their voyages, 

they will be followed by these or other ships of similar 

type and under similar circumstances, Katzki and I are 

working with representatives of :tile Jewish agency and 

the Joint Distribution Ooininittee to break the deadlocl!: 

which is delaying the 'aep~rture, ·or-these sh1pse ,_Upon 

their ari>iva:L at tne P5>~':t;_"b:t.':::Istanb:uL we hav~ the ;~ssur- .· 

ance of Ambassador m;e:l.nha;dt tha:t as a rei:n.tlt' of his . 
__ ' .• ~-.:._:__:__. ---:=---:; .::;_,-____ . ......:_ __ _ 

pepso~al .~greeinent with. Cev~~~riikaJ:in, · secpeta~y Gene~~l 
.---~:.\- -·::·_-·:-_.. .·· _- -_:~_,~,-~ -.-; ·_- ·_::--:-•;_:;_ ----~- . 

()f. the f,fi.ni.stry of Ftir'eign Affairs., therE).wH:l ye no 

d:l.f.fi. cui ty in pernii t t i:ng: tbe.' ship's ';t 0 ~:i,. ~ erdbark' in :Is t~n{ 
- - ·-·. - - . -· . . '•,_ -~- - - . - - ~ _-· ·~- . - -. . . . -

):lUl; th,eJr pass'e.ng<:!r.~ \VitJ::tgtit ~~Opei. vaperSC and ·in arrang.;.. 

ing ·roi~ theii.: trarJ.sporta~ion · ~l1r.6ugh. Ttrf.key t() !'4e~tiri.~~;; 
.· ._, 

.. ,. 
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-3-#2018, July 5, 3 p.m., from Ankara. 

with this so-called illega~ transportation. We are 

informed that the Rumanian· Government has established 

an inter-ministerial committee for immigration which 

includes representatives of several government depart-

-, menta as well as one J.ewish represe~tative, Zissu who 

::.s reported to be a close friend of Micai Antonescu 

and a rich man. People leaving Rumania must be in 

possession of exit permits and the formation of this 

new committee interrupted arrangements which had been 

made for securing such pt;rmits~- k1 interim period was 

evidently ne_c.essary to arrange for these new connections.-
.- I • ~ 

The Rumanians are reported to have decided to permit 

children anq aqu'lts over 45 to leave the country roid it 
- • • • • -- -.. -· -.-. ".< -;: • - ' • • •. 

iS reported _that the Gl3rma!<s,have- acc·epted t~;i.r plan• 

!l~any of th~s.e -I'efug~e s;h~ve c6me to Fl.uJIIania ili~·g~lly 

f!'Oni 
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-4-#2018, July 5, 3 p.m., from Anknrn~ 

t 

undel't8.ken with concurrent participation in the responsi-
. . 

bili ty by the WRB since from our. explol;'nt·ions to date 

the type of proposals mentioned therein seems to be 

only immediate means for rescuing P.ppreciablc numbers 

of refugees from tho. Balkans. 

The above will bo J~aborated upon fully in a 

report which will bo sent to you in due course. 

EDA 
RR 

KELLEY 
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Dated June 14, 1944 

~~6 o.m1115th 
DEPARTMEifT OF STATE 

DIVI$10N OP 

,'\Ji' 1 '7 194ot 

OPY 
FOR THE WRB FROM THE Al1BASSADOR 

Ankara No. 76. 

As it now appears extremely doubtful that either 

a German or Bulgarian safe conduct will be granted for 

the SS TAR!, as the SS ''JAi\ITZA has been sunk and the 

SS 11ILK.,. detained for an indefinite period of time 

by the German authorities at Burgaa, and as no Turk 

vessel irrespective of ita tonnage may carry refugees 

without permission of the Turk Government in each case, 

I have deemed it essential to have a talk with the 

Secretary General of the Foreign Office with a view 

to inducing the Turk authorities to author iz.e th·e 

use of a number of Turk vessels to transport refugees 

from Balkan ports to Istanbul. 

The Secretary General expressed his regret at 

the situation which has developed with respect to the 

TARI, MARTIZA and MILKA and said that notwithstanding .. , 

various Turk laws and regulations resulting from ., , 

the war 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R lL Park~ J?ateSEP 18 19Jl 
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-2- #1066, June 14, 8 p.m. f~om Anka~a 

·-._. 

the wa~ which stood in the way of an immediate acquiescence 

he believed it would be possible to find some means 

of meeting my ~equest. He said he would look into the 

matte~ at once with thePU~pose of ascertaining what 

T~k vessels were available either in Balkan ports or 

Ist&nbul and which the Turk Government might be able 

to make. available for the desired purpose. 

Acikalin raised the question of responsibility in 

case ·one of these ships were to be sunk while 

operating without safe conduct with a considerable number 

of refugees on board observing that it would be most 

unfortunate were the Turk Government to be criticized 

for having endeavored to assist in a Humanitar1an act. 

_I replied that the position of Jewish. refugees 

in the Balkans was no\1/ eo desperate tha-t it was 

reasonably certain they would prefe~ to run the risk 

of attempting a passage without, f!afe conduct rather than 

to be left to the te_nder_mercies of the NaZis. 

AcikaUn then sai!l tnat under·thel'!e:ci;t:i,eumstanoelil he 

wo1,1ld en.dea.vor to make some Turk. vess~ls avai;l.~ble' 

for this purpose. / 

. STEINHARDT 

· WSB BB 
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~lrt Nt\U ~!lark Qtimts. 
LATE Clf1 EDlliON 

• ;}1134+ 
1 Refugee Ship Sinks in Black Sea' 
~BUL, Turkey,~O 
(Reuter)-The 250-ton Bulgarian 
motor vessel Maritza, which has 
been used for transporting Jewish 
refugees from Rumania to Turkey, 
sanlt Jn a gale in the Black Sea 
while returning to Constanta from 
Istanbul. As she w~ re ... 
tur~. no refugees were 
aboard. Her crew of seven were 
saved. 
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NEW YCrl1K DAILY PM-May 31, 1944 

i R~ Ship's Sinkin~ 
· May Strand Hundreds 
' s~~tt~~~~l = dlli:lc~::a ;:rc0 ':f :~~ 
250-ton lluig.irlan molorahlp Ma­
ritza, which had been used to trans­
port Jewish refugees from Romania 
to Turkey. The Maritza \'las on its 
way back to Constanza, Romania, 
so no refugees were aboard. 

Its loss, however, may strand 
hundreds of Jews in ROmania. The 
.Maritza carried 200 or....:J.D.Q_ each 
trip ~;alcn~om Hitler Eu~o 
Tur , where they were sent 
to Palestine. 

' i 
I 

I 
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PA.l!Al'!L1ASi OF T&LllGJW; R li'OBIVEO 
;;bw~ 

American Embasey. Ankar&1 

Secratary of Stah, 1fa.~~hlngtoa 

May 19. 1944 

CONTROL COPY 
hllow1ng is Ankara'• No. 60, frofil the ~baese.dor ~r ~he War 

X 

Roi'usee Board. 

Reference 1e made herewith to my meeeage dated Hq 2, !!o. '188. 

On !•Ja.y 17 the Bulgarian ehtp SS MARI!l'ZA' from Oonetansa with 316 
0/ 
~.~1Bh refugees on board appeared off the port of Ietanbul and 

~er~hs1on to enter was requested. Dt.eptte the fll.Ct that t!te ~lAR~ZA _ . 

~in arrive1l without pl'\,per papel'e a.nd the.t t4e refugees on boa.~~;ere. ~ 
~. j .,.. ~~ 
w~hout Turklah entry or tr.r.JUSU vleas ead ldtb.ont l'alefUne ~ntrr: ~·~ffi 

~ .D ow< 
oiuf1oatee0 11 has been dlrectd by the Mtntster lit rorelgn rv. 6g~ 

V> :s:...uw 
Aff&1ra that the ~•~ea b• peral~te4 to le.nl. and the Mblater 6 13~:::o 

;;;:; ~~ ::0 
;E> 

Oommuniontione has betn requee,ld to provide tmmeatata transporta~ ~ 

to Palestine for th9. 51M lrltiah .autiboritle.s in Ii!tanlJnl last night. 
. J 

ie~ed the requteite P•leu~ine entry o~tlff.oatee. 

DECLASSIFIED 
~State Dept. Letter, Hl-72 ~ _ 

ll}r.-B. K Parks Date-S.Ee-.1- 8 1972 
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FROM: 

!IJA: 

NUMBER: 

. ., 

CORRECTION ON 
l'ARAPh"RASE OF T~LE!IRAM RECEIVED 

American Embassy, Ankara 

Secretary ot State, Washington 

May 19, 1944 

907 

I fi_ t. ·• I 

"· . ~; ;~-' 
(l)t•-...__,'' 

/ 

The number ot this telegram was erroneously marked 

207. The correct number is 907. 

DECLASSlFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 . . 

~-

By?. .. H. Parks Date SEP-18 1972 ·. /l 



Dear Hr. Leavitt& 

.. 
' 

MAY 10 1944 

The following message for you from Dr. Schwartz 

was received .fran the American Legation, Lisbon, under date 

of UaT 6, 19441 

"an the fifth of ~ the Steamer )([LOA 
arrived fran Oonetansa with 250 passengers aboard. 
The French relief budget has been satisfactorily 
arranged by Saly u.yer for the month of May.• 

llr. J.foaee A. Leavitt, 
Secretary, 
AlllericaniJewieh Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

;no l.!adison Avenue, 
New Yorll:, New York. 

~~ab 5/lO/ 44 

Very tru-ly yours, 

(B1811sd) J. W. Pehle 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive mreotor 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELhGRAM RECEIVED 

FRO!ila American Legation, Liabon 

TOr Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED1 May 6, 1944 

NUMBERa 1368 

9 
I 

ATTENTION OF LEAVITT FROI\I 

WRB 22. 
./ 

On the .fifth o.f May the Steamer MILCA arrived from 

Conetanza with 260 passengers aboard, The Freno~ 

relief budget baa been satisfactorily arrang~ by ~ 

( ctt1 ~::IJ> Saly Mayer for the month o.f May, ~ . 

*~ 
s: • \110 

I ~~~t 
NORWEB 

DECLASSIFIED 
Stete Dept. Letter, 1-ll-7Z . '\972. 

D te l't:'O 18 · . 
By R. H. Parks a ~ ·. 
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Secretary Morgenthau 

Nr. Pehle 

.. 
' 

MAY 3 1944 

/ 
We- have J11st been ad-vised that the "&.8. t-11lka" 

arz•ived again in Istanblll on April :50th carrying 272 
refugees from Constanza. This is the second voyage 
for the •s.B. Milka. u wl1ich carried 2:59 refugees on its 
first trip early in April. The 0M1lkR 1 1a one of three 
small vessels which have recently be~n p11t in 11se for 
Black Sea evao11ations. The 9 5.6. _M~ritza",tarrived in 
I,stanbul on April lOth with 244 refugees and ti1e 

8
S.5. 

~ellacitta 8 arrived in Istanbul on April 24th with 152 
refugees. 

During the month of April a total of 907 
refugees were evacuated from Constanza to Turkey on these 
three small boats. All of the rescued people have been 
rermitted transit through Turkey to Palestine. 

\~e are still awaiting German safe-conduct for 
the ws.s. Tari" which we are advised will accommodate 
1500 refugees, 

·-__ ;_<:..'._::~ ... ~~-- ---
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PARAPIIRASE OF TI~LEGRAJ4 RECEIVED ' ~')f''f '''1J 
Aum.mAsaY~ ANKAllA/ F h . t0Lo 

DATrma ~·:~~:: ..... , Waoh1~~TROL COP~ 
NtJA!Brma 

Following 1s Ankftra'a 49 froro the Ambassador for War 
J( 

Refugee Board. 
' Ya.terday tho vessel ss MILKA from Oonatanaa carrying 

272 Jewleh retugeea appeared ott the Port o.t Istanbul and 

asked tor permission to enter the port. 

The Foreisn Uin1ater has directed the refugees to land 

and has requested the Communications Minister to l>rov1de trans­

portation to the Syrian frontier tor thom in spite of the tact 

that the vessel again arrived without proper paper• and the 

refugees on board are without Turk entry or transit visas and 

without Palestine entry oart1f1cntea. The British 1n I1tanbUl 

are today issuing the requlaite PalestineJ entry cert1t1cates. 

It is neoesaary for me to a4v1ae the Doar4 to retraia fro• 

expressing publicly at this time our app~oc1ation of the Foreign 

N1n1etor'a action 1n allowing the continued transit tQ Palestine 

or Jew retugeet.arr1v1ng ln ~urkey illegal~. It ls teared 

that auoh public axprea1ion at this time ~isht ombarraa~ ~urk 

relations with Arab countries and might be uae4 asa1nst'ttt.e 

Foreign Minister by his pol1~1oal opponents who are no~ very 

active. Thoretore it is recommended that anr public expressions 

ot appreaiut1on be doferredun~illater eapeoiall)'.aillce I am 
· DECLASSIFillD 

efute Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . , 

,~~-~}l!~~~~-1l~~_$_£P ·1 s :1972. 
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I advised that the Bulgarian vessel sa l.fAHiTZA, Which will 

present a situation s1rn1lar to the UILKA, is due to arrive 
in Istanbul shortly. 

0 
Cll 

STBINUARDl' 
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Secro·hU7 of Stal;.~ .. 
t1ash:i ngton 
131(3 0 .Hay J. 6 p li!,. 

IYZll 1a 

PLAIN 
I.iubon 
Dated l{ey 1) 1944 
RecOd 6323 p,.ro ... 

:!N)l:!LC•HNG li'.l10M JOI3.'FlPJI SCT!\'IAR~~z. ll'OF.t XJJiJAVX'XT ·10!'11'.~ 
:OJ:<:';;RIRUTIO!'I cmn.tiT~PEE tnTI~I YOR'C 

'''J\;1\owtug l'Oport -:eee0i:vmt from Sh~Jnghai fl.rut 
~~-. -.'''"~ "!_;.\\•11..- th-;:~,:-.ueJ' 1~:;cal -eomm\).'!.11 t~r 

,. ~--;·;~·J."f!).~~ ~)D) .• ~'·\! .0!Dr:; tL;·?l.~J~~- y~': ,- -~·' 

r;cJo:· !.:rt !-_,_ ;;;.~::\l.HiTL ·)tt-r· c.;Y•f'<:.\1.~. iJ~~·t.r:x~;:;: i :, 

l?f;{~ :.<'(~J.~GJ:"Y(.:d dni·:tue ;f<.ilT•:<..e.r·s· ::rf)l\J.'11.ia~y 2.~-':11'(.:.~1 •1 ~-:-!:· 

variou~~ }ocal, los.nn anc1 S-'.flHtJ d.=-;nat1.ort t'! 1:<: ~--~·:~~-f-A 

1'0<10ipt.s in A:pl'il allllo3t n.ll total l'OOQ5.pt!3 ,(:;';:t,t;;; 

Expendituroo :for feading.0 1548?; houa1ng0 39llg n<,uiJ;;;;. 
992; ca~~h instead of food 2(139; monetary asaiatanca 
loane lJ\30 'b'ariottB donations, 240> e.dnl:l.nist:ration 
o;rpensee. 96,., total 0 expend.:!. me unt11 31et l·!tl.roh 
approximately 23000,. Sino9 April :r:trat till today 
:went onti:re oaeh _bale.noo appro:d.mately 3662., A:re 
without fundn and ;rlthout poue:l.btlity of paying ovor­
~o billl! w.d without rncmey for i~e,y expandi turee 
estimated 140,,00 S'Wiae france.,, At praoEmt impossible 
bouo,'ling loaal.l:; Ul'gent help required telegraph 
immediately in ease no asa1ate.noe forthcoming 
illllnadia tol;r will be forced to stop next we ale hot 
meals au(l reduce bread distribution,_. ~!ailing 

monthly !ltatementa with fullest partioularso t · I 
from Oonstan~~ yesterday. carrying 272 refugeee who 

1 
, 

( 

J'.ocal colllllllmit:r will make special one time grant~ 

\ 

$5:,000 to meet emergeno;ro BS MILO_ A. arrived latanbul . 

· lea.vi.ng b;r train today :for Paleatine0 'l'h:l.s 1s · · 
. ~.· fourth boatload to arr1ve" l! 

· NORW!il!l 

cos 

. . 

•ass Ohaunuey (:tgr the SeoO;r<>)a Abrahamsono l'lu.llois~ Fr1edmano 
l!oO.el,, ~Uf;hli:no · Ltiaser0 Manno Cohn0 · Ste\iart, Ctmtral_ File so 
Cal!le Control ll't.les,,. 



CONTROL 
NCB-336 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agency. (BR) 

Secretary of State, 

'.'lashing ton, 

746, i>pril 25, ll p.m. 
)( 

.. 
' 

'\ '7 d.! 
( fy.., - rJ eA~ 

r.nkaro. ,/ 

Dated .~pril 25, 1944. Jdt 
Rcc 1 d 2:19 p.m., 26t..h ~ J-

. ,, 

FOR 1NRB FROl.I TH:S Ai;Bi,SSA:OOR ANKMk, Ho. 46. 
I( 

,/ 

Tho Bulgarian SS nc;LIJ\.CITT;, arrived in Istanbul 

yesterday c:ftornoon l'li th 152 Jewish refugees on board. 

As stated in my tele~ram 713, April 19, I do not 

anticipate any difficulty in arranging for the prompt 

transit of those refugees to Palestine( 

S TEENIIA RDT 



CONTROl COPY 

NCB-562 
This tolorram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Govornmon tal 
accncy. ( BR) 

Secretary of State, 

'.7am ington, 

.. 
' 

l-
/ 

Ankara 

Dated April 23, 1944, 

Rec 1 d 7:50p.m. 

~ ··---~-- ~··---- -- -· --···--

1\1-'f~ ;>. ;, i944 ! 
Oi:P~~i/.;;:1;1 Or Wlf. 

Ol V lSI()!'-~ (;F· 

7~3, April 23, 4:00 .m. c~.~~u~~~~~~~(~NS 
Al'Jl':.',RA NUl.:BZR 44 FOR ':rm:-T;;:;'R:'~REFtr'ffi!:E-JrO;:RD 

FROJ.i THE M!iBicSS,\DOR, 

Department's number 351, April 19, 

I very much appreciate tho Board's generous 

·telegram and shall of roursc continuo ~Y efforts to 

facilitate tho disembarkation and transit through 

Turkey of refugees irrespective o:C whether their 

arrival in Turkish ports is legal or illega-l. 



Dear Mr. Lea'fitt1 

.. 
' 

APR 20 1944 

The following message for you froa Dr. Joseph 
Schwartz was received through the American Legation, Lisbon, 
under date of April 14, 1944a 

"Carrying 243 pase.engers the ship MILCA has arriYed 
in Istanbul from Constanza. It 1:! expected that 
the International Red Crose ship BELLACITA will 
arrive with (?) children and 15 adults aboard 
and the steamer MARITZA arrived on April 10 
with 244 refugees. In groups ot about titty and 
at regular intervals furkiah repatriates cOJiing 
from France are arriving. We are ~~eating entirely 
the coste of their care.• 

Iii'. !losee A. Leavitt, 
Se01"8tary. . 
.American Jnieb JOint 
Dinr1but1on COIIIId.ttee, 

ZlO lladison Avenue, 
Jlew Iork, Bew Iork. 

Jilhla).> 4/20/44 ..Jtxf ~ 

Very truly yours, 

[St~ed) J. W, Pehle 

J. w. Pehle 
!:xacutive Director 
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paraphrasEd bt::i'OI'E bEinG 
eoununicatEd to anyone: 
oth EI' t.lmn a flovi'.Y'!'ll'1£nt 
Ai3 En'"!:.t., · (::::' 

.tt.NUl\A.. 

.. 
' 

'~8t THE AMBABSA.DO:R FROM: WAR RXJ'UGll£ BOAIUI. 

H!rsobllann has 1ntol'll04 1U1 1n datail or thG 8ft1:1Nf$8 d1tt1-

oult1ea 70~ o•eroaae 1n poreonallr arrana1ns ~1tb the !Qrklab 

authOrUlu to alloY tho rstusou' from the 88 IUW and tho 
I 58 MA.RITZA to land 1n lstlllft'bul and to bit aappUo4 1JDMd1at•lJ 

~tb railroad tranaportat1on thrOUgh Turker to Paleet1n~~ 

Hlroohaann also intora• us that tbore '!411 in all pro~Jab11UJ 

be othor boatfll approaoMng btanwl, t<lbloh an in the aaJH eate• 

gOI'fo and that tbirtlile also would not be autbor1zod to Uaaabark 

tbllP pa•~•ftl•ra 1ft TYrkeJ ~ltbout J~r personal 1ftterYent1oa. 

H1Sba•t ooaa.ndatlon ie aae rou tor the resoaroetul appl1-

ea.t1on ot tba good~ll rou bad aut up ~ub. the 1\ll'klP ottloll!la 

1ft dealing WOOOSUfullJ m tb. tbi8 .-rk ot Hl'OJ in those ONC1al 

aonae. 

HULL 
(G!\:) 
~ 
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l?RtWOSE)) OAJILF. '1'0 AM!lAflBAroR STEilfHA.RDT, 
AN!CNlA· J'RQN WM Rm'UGE:a PQARD 

Bl~eohmann hae inform8d us lB &.tatl of the enoraoue 

diffloultlee you overoaae ln personally arronglng with the 

Turkleh authorities to allow the retugeea from the SS MILIA 
I 
and the BS MARI'fZA to l!llld in Ittlanbul and to be supplied 

PaleeUne. 

HlreohmMn also infol'lile ue that there 1till in all 

1n the same category, llJld that theme also would not be 

authorised to dloembark thel~ passengers ln Turkey without 

10ur pe~eonel intervention. 

lU.gheiJt oollll11ondat1on le due fCU for the l'eBOuroetul 

applloatioa ol the goo4vl11 vou had built up with the '1\u'ldlh 

oi'flobla 1n dealing euo~sful.ly wt.th thle work of mercr SJl 

the!le crucial months. 

--~r,!!,~&rq 

-·~~~/,44 ___ ,_ --
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FROM: 

TOI 

DA'rEI 

.. 
' 

PAHAPHRASE OfT ELZORAM REOEIVED 

'l'he J;mer10an Atrbauador, Ankara 

The Secretary ot itBte, Waeh1ngton 

NUMStRI 

AprU 19, 1944 

713 (8eot1on l) CONTRGl nOPY x 

As Ankara'• number 40 tht tollowlnl ••••••• lt from the ... 
Ambaeeador tor the War Rttu1•• Soard and lt refer• to numger 

337 date4Aprll 1• trom the Department. 

Between the voJal .. of the 88 MARITZA y and the ss MILIA , 
on the one band an4 tbat ot tho Si Hl.l.AOITA on the other, there 

111 a fundamental d1tferenot. Tbt MARif2:A alld the MILV. tailed 

wltbout elthiP the proper papert or the author1tJ to enter a 

port ot TurktJ and praot1oallJ all ot the retus••• on board were 

without Palt~Une" entl'f oertltt.oattl and wert alae v1thol.t Turk-
; 

1eb entranot or trant1t Yttat. Illegal lt the a... word uae4 

here 1n reterr1n1 to •oraa•• ot tn1e oharaoter. lbe iE~CITA: 
on the other band bat the prOJ*P paperi, pe~1telon to enter tht 

port of h$1flblll. and 1t le ta1'd tba.t all-_or the retu11••• oa \loar4 

ha¥t faleatlne tDtl'f oert1f1oatee at vell ae Turk1th tran•it 

Yhaa'. L•aatJ 1s the wo¥'4 ule4 btre 1n l'eterr1ns til •o1ag .. of 

thls obarl011tP. 



... •. 
p 

·' 

fROM I 

TOI 

D!\'!'1!.: I 

NUNSKRI 

.. 
' 

PARAI>HRASE Oil' T~~!.EGRAM RV:Oi:IVB:D 

The ~mer1oan Ambaeaador, Ankara 

The Secretary at State, Wuh1il@'ton 

April 19, 1944 

713 Utotion 2) 

Up to the present t1rne the BELLAOITA has not ~rr1ved but 

no d1ff1oult7 in tr~ne1t1ng th~ refugee• on board to Palestine 

1& expsote4 by me. With r~ference to furth&~ illegal voy~ge1 

by the MARITZA and the MILIA I feel reasonably well eat19f1ed 

that lf the numbGr does not go beyond f1Ye hun~red a month, I 

csn persua~e the Minister for Foreign Aft.a1re to allow the 

entry •nd tl"ana1t of refugees carried on suoh illegal voyage• 

ae e!loh oooa.don ma:v pt"eunt 1 taelf. lloubtleaa the ou•ry1ng 

oap~o!ty of the railroad to the Syplan frontier from Istanbul 

will in each tnatanoe affect his deo1aion. W1th-reterenoe to 

the substftnthl 1noraaee 1n the trane1t to Pal&stine from Istan­

bul arriving hare legAlly wh1ob baa taken place during the past 

' two or three montba and being thoroughly fam1llar with the a4-

Mtional load wbiob the transportation system will aupport, rq 

beet Judgment 18 that approxlllll\ t•1Y an ac'ldl t!onal tlve ·hundred 

retugaea arr1v1nl eaoh moatb 11lllall7 would be the maximum tor. 

•boa ra11 tl"aftaportatton could -· provldt4 b7 the Foreign M1nlater. 

,IXJfUMPL 
·.yu1". 

SftiiiB~RD'l' 

DECLASSIFIED 
. State Dept. Letter, 1:11-72 

By R. H.l;',;.ks Date...s..E£,.18 19.72. 



-

.. 
' 

~·4:/f~ 
ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT ~ 

FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

Secretary of State, Washington 

American Phbassy, Ankara" 

April 15, 1944 

3
;

7 
.-.. GONlHOl COPY 
f··''-''. ·~ .. 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD. TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT, ANKARA, r. 
;qtlJ:; 

mbis is WES Cable to Ankara No. 22 • 

TURKEY. 

• 
Reference your Nos. 625 and 62e ot April a. 

Schwartzlbeins advised of your recommendation regarding 

Portuguese../ boat with whi,ch we concur •. 

Your efforts in arranging transit for refugees arriving 

on ss MARITZA' are greatly appreciated. In view of recent 

voyages ot MILKA, MARITZA14BD BELLAOITTA"Board woUld be inter­

ewted to know if there is possibility that such boats can 

continue evacuation operations. 

DECLAssl'F'!Eo 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

.. B1' R. H. ParJ<s Date..s.E:.2..J 8 .1972 



.. 
' 

rue ta 1111 ··~1• , ............ _aa_ . 
.., ..... ,.. •••• 6lt all4 626 ., jpl'll •• 

au,.,,. -. .... abiae4 of ,.., ......... ~au.ora fep&'4lq ........... 

boat wtth whtah we Ooa.lf. 

Jou ottort1 &a Al'I'IIJIIhc u .. .tt for ••'-"• .not•t .. n 

as MAillta.t. •• peaur appeelatet. Ia new of ...... , .,.,.., .. ol 

ll:r.JrA. IWIIIZA aal IAWOIHA a.-1 wnlt lie latii'Oito4 to bow lt 

there le po••llllllt,r ~· .. ~ ~t1 oaa .. atta.. lfaflatln ep.r•tloaa. 

April 13, :).944 
12:00 p.m. 

\ 
\ 



ro Mr. Friedman 

FROM J • W • Pehle 

.. 
' 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

oATI April 12, 1944 

WbY shouldn't we,)'end a cable to Steinhardt immediately 
asking why the three Bulgarian ships which recently came to Turkey 
cannot repeat the voyage? Apparently Bulgarian ships do not 

/

necessarily need a German safe conduct in order to traverse the 
Black Sea. In any event the decision can be made in Turkey and 
we ought to suggest further voyages for these ships. 



DMH 
LL-780 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
eommunicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (BR) 

Secretary of State, 

657i April 13, 4 p.m • 
..l( 

.. 
' 

FOR WRB FROM THE h.MBliSSADOR. 

Department's 298, April 5. 

Ankara 35, 

I 
Ankara 

Dated April 13, 1944 

Roc'd 3:20 p.m., 14th. 

I The refugees .referred to in my 564 of March 29 as 

having arrived on the SS MILJU( are the same as those 

referred to in the press rsport of Hpril l, 

STEINHARDT 

MRM 



CON1R0l CO~t 

CORRECTED COPY 

KEM-780 
This tElEgram must bE 
pnrnphrnsEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr thnn a GovErnmEnt 
nt;Ency. (BR) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

655, hpri1 13, 4 p.m. 
:>( 

FOR HRB FROE THE L!.:BLSSl.DOR 

DEpartmEnt's 298, hpril 5, 

Ankara 35. 
~ 

.. 
' 

/v 

/ 
ilcnknrn 

DntEd ~pril 13, 1911 

REc 1d 3:20p.m., 14th. 

. ~· 

-~~~~-~~,~~:__:_ 

ThE rEfugEEs~"rEfErrEd to in my 564 of 1~nrch 29 
I 

as having arrivEd on thE SS MILKi• arE thE s::cmE as thosE 

rEfErrEd to in thE prEss rEport of April 1. 

STEINHAIIDT 

MRM 



FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

N1..'!1!BER: 

Apr11 14, 1..;.44 

1106 
7'-

.. 
' 

Transmission of the eubetanoe of the following para• 

phrase to Lee.y1tt; Jo1nt"D1atribution Committee, New York, 

through the War Refu~e Board is requested by Joseph Schwartz~ 
/'carrying 243 paesengers the ship MILCA' hlltl arriTed in 

0 0 J 

Istanbul from Constanza. It 1a expected that the I~ern~nal I"' . 0 

Red Orose ship BELLACIT~ will ar1ve with (t) ohildro,B an~~~~ _!) ~uJ~ 
y -\c.:JuJ 

15 adults aboard and the steamer MARITZA arrind on ~rn•:!~~, - -::;:..,.~··.=::. 

with 244 refugees. In groupe of about fifty and at ·~ul~~ 
·- >-

intervals Turkieh'r~patriates coming from Franc~ are ~riving. 
We are meeting entirely the coste of their care. 

\ 

I",/. -
~-

DQRtMllL 
4/17/"-

NORWEB 

1/J"J!J ; -~ -~ --~ 
i 1. 
L·, ~ r,c-1" 

/\0 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

»y R. H. !'arks Dare.S £. P 18 1972. 



FROM: 

TOI 

DATE: 

NUMBER I 

.. 
' 

~~~ 
~~ 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

1~·; The American Minister, Bern1 

The Secretary of State, Waehington 

April 14, 1944 

r.nNTRnl "0PY 2348 
i 

7 '!! 

In substance the following le a paraphrase or the replJ 
. J 

ot the SWill Feqeral Pol1t1oal Department dated April 11 to 

my note dated April 7 whioh tranemitted the request ot the 

D!partm~t that in ita own name Switzerland imatdiately 1upport 
·.:;. ::a: th, req~et of the International Red Oro1e Committee to all 

[7 ": --- o-

~~~ig~nta tor the steamship BELLAOITTA~I aare·oonduot. 
-"-·1·-~ -

g;f;.!i; T~ Political Dep~tment, while eagerly dea1:r1ng the II&• · 
o<:> .., 

~~illsation ot the representations which the International 
.-:-.::.• 

IV 

Commit ~e has made, will retl'aln trom euppwting thea 1n Bezol1n 

by reason or the decision oonoernlng the similar oaee ot the 

TARI, a fUl"klah ateamahip, whioh the Federal OotanoU adopted. 

The note ot April 12 sent to the Legation o~~the United Statee 

anewezoing 1te oommun1oat1on dated Haroh 20 eaplaina the reaeone 

for tb1t 4toie1on. 

My nuaber 2301 dated Apr~ 13 contained the eubetanoe ot 

the note reterzoed to which wae dated April 12. 

HARRISON 

. DECL,\SSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

- By RH. Parks DateSEE ... f 8 1972 . 



.. 
' 

CONTROl ~OPY I / 

o/ 

Ankara 

~ Mf,_p;P<­

b/()/Yel-1{) 
MJK-383 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bting 
communicatEd to anyone 
othEr tha.- a GovErnmEnt 
AgEncy, (!:JR) ., 

SEcrEtary of StatE; 

Washington< 

)< 
630, April 9, 5 p.m. 

DatE:d 

FOR THE WAR REFUGEe BOARD, 

Ankara's 30, 
X 

april 9, 1944 

9:05 p.m. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
I 

,f~ OF 
APR 1 0 l::' 

. ""'·.riONS 
~Nu RECORDS 

1'? 

ThE following tElEgram has bEEn sEnt to timbassador 

Harriman, 

I dEEply apprEciatE your coopEration in obtaining 
./ / 

safE conduct for SS MILKA which arriVEd in Istanbul 

with 239 rEfugEES who hayE sincE bEEn movEd to PalEstinE, 
/ 

also for SS MARITZJ.. which arrivEd· in Istanbul :,rEstErday 

and whosE 244 rEfugEe;s w,i.ll·l·Eavi> for J'alEstinE by t'aH 

on April 10. Also for ~~ BELli..ACifTA which is now Ex­

pEcttd to sail from Constariza on April _g, 

REpEatEd to DEpartmEnt. 

EH $TEINHARDT 



fROM~ 

TO: 

DAtE: 

NUMBER: 

.. 
' 

PA,PHRASE OJ' TELKGIW~ RECEIVED I ~/(' tttJ';; 

The Aaut.•• Aa~&la&dol', Ankara A 'PO ::.:·::·::: .. ...... .......... '17 
ete CONTROl COPY 

Tbe tollowlns meeeaae •• Ankara'• nuaber 2& 11 trom oJ. 

the Allllla .. adOr tor ~he Wp Retusee ieal'4. 

i Yesterday ln Istanbul there ~r1Yt4 the Bulgarian Sl 
MARITZA with two hUDtred and forty tour Jew1eh retuseel 

trom 9onltaD&a. The authonltles ot Turker have asreel to«ar 
to allow all or the 144 refulee• to lan4 ln Istanbul and u 
1upplr them with railroad transportatton_to Palett1ne 1eav1as 

Iatanbul on Aprll 10 altho~gb only tltteen ot the rtfugeea 

baTt furkllh v1aa1 ani fa4est1nt entt7 oertittoate•• 
S'l'~IW.BI)f 

Mor 'r R ·. 9A 

DECLASSIFIED 
, State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 •·· 

By~ Jtp~~D ... te~SEU-8 -197l 

• T -" - ~ ---- ""'----•~--'-·'"'----'~- :. - -- -



T:-te Se r:rtlv . .r:r of Sttt:t.t(; ,,- Wa.shington 

Di<.TEf 

As ·Ankara 1 s number 26 the following !llllWSage is irom 

btl Ambassador for the War Refugee Board .. 

!Undly inform Joseph Schwartz JDC representative at 

I.isbon that there baing ap}>arently a mlffic:l.ently largo 

nu.mb::Jr of refugaea to juat,:tf.y the w•ia of eh:!.pl'l bssidas the 

SS 'l'.A.RI H the safe conduct for th8:t ship ehou.ld be forth·· 

eonl.:illg and t,ita t the g1•anting of a G.;z'l!1.m safe conduct for 

the T\u•k:l.sh SS TARt not lY .. d.ng certain, I urg,;,ntJ..y ::ecommend 

that ho try to conclude hil'l}Jegot:l.ationa for a Portuguese 

lilhip with the I'ortuguesa shipping company. Foregoing refers 

to WRB No. 16. 

DCRtMPL 
4/10/1¥. 

STEINJWUlT 

Mise Chauncey (.for the 8ec 1y) Abrahamson, .AAz:l.n0 Bernstein, Cohn, 
DuBois, Friedman). Gaston, Hodel, laughlin, Lesser:. Luxford, Manni 
Mannon, Ma:t>ks) McCormack# ,PaUl, Pehle~ Pollak, Rains, Sargoy, Smith,, 
Stil.ndishl Stewai~t, Wsinste:l.n, H, D. White1 Files · 

':DECLASSIFiED'.:· 
State Dept: Letter, 1;11.72 

B;.If;llP~ks D~~~i S 1972. 



701 

DATED I 

&lcl~ert;nl';f of Sto. te, Washington 

Americe.n Embal!l.lf.V, Aiiliira 

AprU 5, 19M. 

1. 

FR(J.i WAR-JlEFUGEE BOARD ~0 AMBASSADOR S'l'EINIIARD'X, 
ANKARA, TUltKI!:I ~ 

Ref'erenee your Nos< 51~7 of March Z7, ~64 of March 29 end 
578 ot March 30. : · 

With X'l'lllpeot t<l t$'1.'1!18 .and conditions of .charter ot· SS c 
'i'ARI tho Bo!lrd reoog~t.et\ that you hav~ .mw.do the boot dcn:i. 
possible under tl!e ci~cU'Jit>tfmeJ~~~ an~ as p:r~vi()\lfil}r· ip.<}io!i-ted 

- you are auth,orized to: ehil.rter tlie boat oil 'th~ to:!:llifl o~fe't'"'\, 



''\ 

""2·· 
tv1o hundred. thirty· nine Jt!11'1ieh ra.f'ugeeo !'rom Rumania llho 
arrived Hlegally in IFt?nbul lmv\) lie<'n tAken l?y rnil to 
htleatitw, · 1'/e aemme thnt•theae nre the ·re;t'liee.afi who an·ivcd 
on the fS lHLKA and wer·e ,Nferr.erl to. in yom: llo. 561,, Th!!> · · 
Bortr<l VI!iB slll.'pl•ieo'd nt t.he a:ttit1,l.de .. of the Turkl5h Gmrllrnmont 
reported 1ti your cllble and is giat.1.fiad tQ l<'l'll'll tl~.<1t na 
a resu..lt of yam· intel"l(lntion thep~ rei'uteef' hPVP. been pn:·• 
mi t.ted trnn10i t thl:'ough Ttir}:ey .to Palestine, Yov.r efforta 
cles.orve the .highest cownimdntion~ . · 

: ',-·: .. :.-' 

If .the impresnion w.we ci~:f;ed in th.:ts .couutr:v that the 
'l'urldsh Coverlllllt!llt ir; not fully .<ioopar~ting. in tho: l'Eifugee 
rescue progrmn· there--would undoubtedly be :B. reect.ioll here 
qui te,unf!'\'!TOl'f.ibJ.o to TUrkey, :{!) V~.<i~l 0£ th~ ~HOt thAt (!EJVSl'U 

private org.•'niziltiona h~vc b()e)1 a.ct;~'\to 1Ji-th!!liont llegot.in­
tionti and nre fully·cogni~~nt 'Qf the :iituo:t;:i.on ·~-l(.ie'not 
impro}lle that 11n£avor!1ble publicity>h~re any:reG\Ilt if the. 
Turkish Gove~nment c::ntl.nua!l to·:t.liiin~i~ :tts }il':ellent·poaition. 

- . _-. . . ·-. .-_ - .. , ~·:: - ,. 

'l'he~o- ·•lattoi·~;hl.lv~ been disc~~~~dw~th ,thei~'iri~klsh 
Ambnflse.dor in Washington~ - · · - · · 

··:.· _·,. . . :. 

The Board Hnd the Dar.art.ment are t~king'_al:!, possible 
T~O~ euree to LlUpport the request of the Jntornnhonr.o.l Rerl 
Croali for a German aafe conduct f'oi<the:::ri\ni. S,i\dlar flteps 
will cilaill 1Je taken~in the ciis'e of i!lil ;st; J3ELLACI'l.''l'A iniintio)led 
i.il y(JUr ~o. 5'1~. ,, · ,_ :- · : " · - · · 

Thie :18 Wirn .Cable tb·Ankimilio~ J:S, · · 
. ,·~ -~. 



.. 
' 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

I 
Amlegation, Bern 

April 5, 1944 
x 

1146 

The War Refugee Board has been informed by Intercross 
/ 

that the BELLACITA will be availab~e immediately for trans-

portation of Jewish refugees from Mangalia to Istanbul as 

soon as sate conducts have been obtained. Intercross has 

~uested safe conduct from all belligerent&. Because of 

rece~{ ~~elopments in the Balkans 1t is.most urgent that 

the evacuation ship leave at ~nee. In view of the human­

itarian aspects of this matter, you are requested to ask 

the Swiss Government to support at once in its own name 

the request for safe conduct which Intercross made to the 

German Government. (The'~egation is informed that the 

Swiss Government's support should not appear as inter­

vention in a representative oapacity.~ut should appear as 
4· .. 

its own aotionJ_. 

HULL 
(GLW) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

197
2. . 

·• . SEP 18 By R. H. Parks Date_ 



, '·(Y 
" . 

CADLE 'fO UIIIB'lER IWiBIBOI, B!i111 

.. 
' 

April 3, 1944 
2:30 p.m. 

War RefUte• Board adfl.aed by Intemationel Red Cross that 

Bulg&l'ian boat •B!LL10I!A8 S.s 1Da41ately anUable u aocm u 

sate conducts obtailled tcir tloimsportets.on Jewish retugeu troll 

aenge11a to IstanbUl. Iateroross has requested sate conc!uOte 

of ell beUilere!ltl. In 9in of reoent Bal.ken deYelopaeDtl 

1 t is 110st Ul'lent that ne.ouatiOD ab1p lean at oDee. Ia ...s. .. 

ot lmhn1terian aspeote of the .. tter pleaee ask Striae GoY81'8118Zlt 

iuediately to support in its on apae the request ot Intnooro .. 

tor sate eonduot fl'oa the Qerun Got'enaeat. 

eel ~ass Chauncey (for the Seely.), Abrahamson, DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel. Laughlin• Lesser, ~~. Pehle. Stewart, Central Files 
(Rm. 194), Cable Control Files (Rm. 387!). 

JHMann:db 4/5/44 



FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

Secretary or State, Washington 

Amleiation. Stockholm 

:?.11 

•• ,... CQMlROl CQVi 
10: a 

The War Refugee Board has been informed by Interorose 
... 

that the BELLACITA will be available immediately tor trans-

portation or Jewish refugees from Mangalia to Istanbul as 

soon as sate oonducte have been obtained. lnterorose has 

requestelf'sate conduct trom all bell1gerents •. Because of 

recent developments in the Balkans it is most urgent that 

the •vaouat1on ship leave at onoe. In viewrof the human­

itarian aspeote of this matter, you are requested to ask 

the SWedish Government to support at onoe in its own.name' 

the request for sate cond'llot which Intercross made to the 

German GoverQlllent. (The Legation is 1ntom,ed that tbe 

_ Swedish Government's support should ·l10t ·pppear ae.;s,~ter­

vention in a repreeell.t.a~J,ve dapaoity but eh.o~ld appl'!ar.a~ ·' 

i te o~ &.et1l1on). You an requftsi;ed' t<f,int(l~ t~e .. ~T~X''luutn~· 
ot SWed~n tbat 11bh GOverJUii.ht ag1'ee8; tq, ~\ich . sate; c~n~~cj, 

. . -..· . -· ··; . - ., - ·.--·· ·-- . -. - .... _ 

· tq·r. ·t)ie:~l!lov. .. ent fit·ttie 8mti.AoiTA fl)rthEi ·v~x'Po~e~~~~P#4r1~f·· 
a\?o~v'e' ~s tlit(s~feh ,~v~rnm$nt Dilii ia~··to• 

. ,!_-~ .r .. 



I 

.. 
' 

C.ABL! '1'0 IIIIIS!ER .TOHUOI, StoolllOLI 

Apl'11 ), 1944 

21.30 Po 8 0 

lfa1' ltet\11•• BolU'd 114Y18ed b7 Intenet10Jie1 lle4 ero .. tbat 

hlsa1'11!ll boat •lllloLAOI'l'4~ 1a #.uedlateq uatleble an IOOil •• 

eate an«vote o).sald tor· tnaeponatln lewiab ret\11"' tna 

leqelb to la\lllbllle Illt.roro•• ba• nq1111\td eete otm<luota ot 

1111 bel.l.ipNDta. .Ia 'llew of neeat Ballru 4eYelopnata lt la 

••' UJ'Iat tlaat enneU011 a!d.p 1nfl at ..ae. ta 'Pi.. of 

1llllq1 tuf.q upeotl of tM .. tter plea•• au Swadlah loY~\ 

1uedlata17 to .. ppon 1a 1 ta na DaH tl» req11eat or lll•Ol'Oaa 
. . 



.. 
' 

'"~···('\ l/ PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REOEIVED 1~3~ 
The A!IB rio an Embassy, Moscow" J'ROMI 

DA1'E1 ~::·:~·:::"' .,., ...... ~~~1\\n\. [ff~ TO: 

NUMB!l:R: 

The folloong message is for the 'liar Refugee Board. 

It is etated by_ the Foreign Offioe that the Government 

of the u.s.s.R: is prepared to aid in the safe passage of 
I v I 

the B~lgarian" ships BELLACITA, MARITZA and MILKA which are 

transporting Jewish refug~es to Istanbul' from Mangalia~ 

Ae soon aa information is supplied regarding recognition 

marking of shipa, their eoursea, and dates of departure from 

Mangalia and arrival at Iatanbul, the Russian Military author1• 

ties will be given the necessary instructions. Please refer 

to Department's me•sage numDer 648 d&ted midnight March 21, 

1944. 

The :following 1e sent to tbe Department of State. S1il'bt 

the Embauy does not know what oolltl U't avaUablt at Gentn 

please repeat this aeaeqe 1\Q tne Ooneulah11tbere to%' tllt ltt4 

o ...... 
W,;-....-~ The forego1ng repeatell to Amb&U.dor Sh2.nh&Ji4. ai Anku'a. 

JURRIMAR 

. DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11~72 . 

w;-; H. Parks Da~ St\:,18 1972 
~;-· 

.i 
I 

.j 
I 



a;.n-183 
This tElEgr~m must bE 
po.rnphrn sEd b Ef orE bEing 
cOlmnunicntEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
;.r; EDGY • ( BR) 

SEcrEtary· of StatE 

'.clashington 

(.. 

218, ~pril 1, 3 p.m. 

!JEPA~lf,iV!ENT, ~f ·S·i"'j 
l-In\ ·-" . 

n· 
CO~I!.\Uf"L" fif_,,i'_, ._._ G)l,~ c; 

239 JEwish rEfugEEs from 'CEnEuti w:rE transfErrEd ., 
yEstErday at Istt>.nbul from thE largE motorboat EILK!. 

dirEctly to n trnin dEstinEd for PalEstinE. OnE rEfugEE 
./ 

sto.tEd thnt thEir Exodus \'IO.S EXpEditEd by thE Rumanian 

Gov crnmEnt. 

EJH 

I 
BEfu''l.Y 
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PARAPHRASB OF TELEGRAK RECEIVED 

FROIJI The American .Aabauador, Ankara 

T01 The Secret.aey ot St&te, Waahingt.on 

DATEI Mareh 30, 1944 

HIOOJER> 573 (SECTION ONE) 
t 

The following message is trom the Amba&eado~ for the 
Departlllflnt. and the War Refugee Board, It 1a An}:a--'l. -9 nnmber 
15 

On the general 1511bj<'lc& of refugees the Foreign llinister 
and I had a talk thi.s morTling. 

l> Reference was !:lade by m~ t.o his offer in the course 
of our praviou~ talks (please refer to 01 rn!mbftr 455 dated 
March 15 1 1944) to .U.d IW in obtaining for the SS TA!U a ~rllliUl 
safe conduct A& soon as possible Numan eaid ho ~ould take up 
the matter with Von Papen and try to persuade him to ask hie 
Govel'lllllent to grant safe conduct to this ship, NWII&n was ad­
vised by me that a proposed charter for the SS TARI which con­
tained provisions that I considered both unfair and unreacon­
able, had been submitted to uc. His reply to this was that 
I should submit the propond charter to him and he would 
strike out any unreasonable or unfair provisions 1 it we could 
not reach an agreement with the Turk State Steamship Lines" 

DCRtliPL 
4/l/44 

STEINHARDT· 

col Kiss Chauncet (For the Seo 1y) Abr8hamson, fuin, Bemetein, Cohn, 
DuBois, Friedman, Ga11ton, Hodel, Laughlin, Leuer, IAlX!ord, Jlann, 
Mannon, .llarks:, Jlo(JoZ'IIIIlok, llurJli!T, Paul, Pehle, Pollak, Rains, 
S&l'got11 8m1th, Starulillh, Stewart, Weinstein, H, D. White, Files. 
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PARAPHRASE OF' 'l'KJi'..GHAH REC.TnV:IW 

!?ROM: 

NlTHB0R; 57.3 (.SrCTION TBfiP'E) 

Fol' t.hll ptr.r'f!t>::;{'J of tr.nn3poi-ti.nL~ thl~il{1. r<:fug~i·o t0 PQ!.lestine 
.hhe s\iggstiL:tc.'i ·Y;·Ha ronda by Ntun:An that. a sh1.p be sent to Ir>tt.:ulbu.~. 
by eith~1· G!'<:<.".t. Bx·Hain or the Unit.<'d S~.atee Up-on heine ".dvieed 
b:r m11 tlL~.t no B1•.Hiah or Ame:r1r..an ship coulrJ rea~h IatP .. rtbul :lul!'~Hl 
smid he would b~ glad to t~.ke ov"r ~11y t~hip at I11kender-un or ll.el'8lll 
•md nnd<H' t.h~> Tm•k1sh f'lr;g bring it to :C!lt~,<nbul. F~·om t.hc !!J.ntiJ-· 
t.erln ro.DlP..rks·it \'ias clear he- ta cnn·rtnc~-d thctt the prer:t~ryt. 8.nd 
pnst Llhgll.l. tr.\\.f.fic in r<'i'uge":'i l.s organized and that b.-,· h1 not 
wi.LUng to haw; hlr< h•mct forced by wha.t h•J r~r,r-.rd!l eJl orgllllizml 
illegal trn.i' fie l.n rM'ugee11 \'il th reg<u~i to thl~ he expres6ed 
regret th&t the ifiLKA incident should t:om<> up at. tiJ,, very time 
he and Ic 'il·bl'(' mnking Rrl:'l!.ngements for H larg>Cl seal<! ro,ovement o.f 
i'~fugeee by' meanB ()f an incre,nAed J-'aD. movemrrnt and the SS 'l'Ju:t.T 
In a:idition to the mw~nty- fivn t.r.ansit visl!a bd.ng .a.llocated -
every ten do.j'S he said h~ cotdd not ill;'" how th~ s:\ ngl" t:r~ck 
railroad with two weekly trr,ins froril. IGt<:.nbul to the Sy;•ian 
fronti'.1l .. could :td~..:;trllttodate- more p~uP~-en_Rer:s ln 'View oi' Lh.e :~teadily 
incr•,rw:tng ,~ongo.l'ltion but that t.h< M5n~llt."P of Gomrm!rlTCit:fmtlf nnd 
Lc wou.!.d d.L.i(Ht ·-:B tJH~ ut.rct.t~n., = Nt1ronn u.l~"."l tt.-!.id r .. ha.t his goyornm~nt 
:Ln a~r--1 OU3 L~r cons1de:ril1£S tJ1c nun_p>::n::ton cJ' nJ J pe~.a-eenger trnffie 
bccn.utH.! t.hG congr.mt.ion wa~! ~1o bad a.t pr.:-;;;-r:mt.. 

5. R"forence was then rm\d.., by Nt1ffi<lll to lfdcn 1 s .repl:r ln 
tr11~ Henne of Corr;JJlon;:~ t~o a quest-lor;. as tO "tJhet.._ht!::r \yith ·regard 
to x·efugces the Tudd.r.h Government vras co.1_-·_aborRt.ing l'li.th 
Great Brit·,tt.in- l I·Jf.\t:1 ahown a t.d:.a.tunent by -.('JJ:n&n which hc_­
proposed to isr.ue regarding thill h\J.nmnitari<X< r;ork in which 
he expresRea the tn~ent:i.on and the desire of the Gov;.r·nm.•mt 
of 'furlH'lY to_ coopQ;l'ate 

DCR:l~PL 
i;/l/h4 

STEINHt>.BD'l.' 

;~e' 1Uaa Clinunoll'y (For the S0c •y) Abrli.ham.,;on, Akzin1 B~:rm'itein, Coh.'l 1 
DvP.ot..,, l.i'd<~dil'-"n_, Qn.ston, Hodel, I...nup)ll.in, LeElaer, l\lxfot•d, !bnn, 
J.L i:fH1:1.:- Ht:1rh"''j ~ Uo~1~lrJfft.~lt..~ Mtfr·pfly ~ Pahl l- P~hJ r, ~ P:1llf~\\· Hh L:f' 

DECLASSIFiED -
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• 
~F.- · .. •.:-r. \ -f'or l :~f¥ I-'' ~-~T,·: :-;t~ ~~.r t-r.r;n,'h,·~- ;· ~- Jnt'. thr:r>0 l',"'!fl..ig~t-:?i -;:.n ;)_ ~-~-tE:.J·._;_!'":.. 
'L·;.: 3'lcc:r::s;~~~:l .. ::-n ~"!1:!~~ Ir.;.r_i.n. by n~JJ•:U1 Lh;~.i.. .:•. sh~.J..:• :/-:: fF,Hl. i.e T0t~,_.-~~~:• .. 1. 
::~y pj i)tr .. ;:· G.r·!~.-::. Br~_ta.i.n or t ht:. ~;r-i 1 ,~,,i .St2.-ieu llp(-J; n~~~.n§": .:''~'/:i ;:,r;j 

·:_.;; _,~-~-~) Sn.i<·.t rn BrittrJh r:;_~ J~!r-.t;•j_.;:.nii .:;h-~j~· {:•)J.l-- ~~r-:cv:.:n 1.:;\;.fmb:;~- :-lUidlli. 

-...tt.::i ~:-~ v:~~;JJ,i (~f=- gJ.nc; -... J ~-t· kr~ '-··'-1 ;t r-.ny s.I•~-i- ): • ;_._1::'Jr_~~;ruo c~· UEr..;:;in 
•. \h::: .2.:t,_h::·r ·-~(· ~(·~~r-k:riT: fi.~i_ • .: ·;x!_-~_:1.~: 1~0 :·:;;;·.~_-,;~.--.:.1 :·r•:;~-. ~~h:-. !lj_l·d.JJ -· 
t.c:r-' o r·eLt1:u-:.c:i .!. t. iic.-;.s cl".~•~r !:":.~! .::_:.:· c-~JO'flr~:;~d '~hn.t t,.r!c·; pi.'"e:aent r •. nd 
pa:~t i-llcgo~J .. 1.rr-.J:·'fle in ?"!'~(\l['3t;-E .i.s ccg~.n:Lz~d Blld -~h~tt he is no\.. 
~·d}J.:I.n.g Lo hes:: h.Ls l:,:.nd· for:..:t:d b,y '.:.th?... t h{~ ! 1eg[;y•.-i .. :; :-~J~ o1~g;!..n:i.zed. 
.Li.lc-gHl t.:..·r~:c r·:: (,'. Ln r"oOfUgeieQ ·~·.~.t t.h l't~ga..rd t.o tL .:tl:;. L~·:: {(t;flJ:"c.::;~;sc;:rj 
rf';t~1'1::t. t.nr.;:.": t_h..;:· HILK/:. inci.demt f..i}HJt:.\.d r:o.mt<: up et~ U; · ·l~=rs t.i_!.l':..;:. 

he- c:nd. I V:•.::!:c•ft i:lrd~ing JirY'nngein€:-ttB f~n· [i.. l.e";·gc '~·,;:.dJ: ay,·~·eliH:nt. ;Jj' 

t·(:fugen~ by ffiF;uns ·of :-..Jn incre,;.cJ.<-::d r.nil .:;-,.cH.rcment. ,;,ud -:h.'::' SS TARI 
In la.kli.t.:l.cn to th~':' :~ev~nty i.'iv~; transit v.ia1H~ b~ing B..J.J.(<C;.t>:..~d 
t'!;ncry ten days h~· .::.·E J.:j h~~ c.0uld not r-a:e hO';'i tit';; s:i.nglE.~ trzyc;-l{ 
I'F.:..ilroa.:~ r;ith L'r1'0 weekly t:r~r_ins friJJ!";. Ist.rinlJUl to Lh1~ S;rrird! 
fr;)nti<!=r cou.lti a:.:h~<.lillli!Odatj m.-JI'e pa&-3~ng€rg i.n v:i.ew of L}:.c ste;;,j~_ .!..y 
'·~cr;5t:u;.t~:g cr"Jngl:"!~tion but. th-E~+~ the i~~in~ nt-ar o.f' Gomri.u.n:1J.~at.5.(;rt~ r1.;·.~.l 
.!: 'NG~tld d-'l>Ji'.lEfJIJ t-ht:: :iv,~ttr. .. !'1 Hu .. i~L!l\-., :: . .l~!O S;,J.d t,h:.:t his !](.:n.,~~.!."'tl!l't~~tl:t 
it tit>l':i.ou_.·,.l con:<i.l<i>':'J.1·:tng ·i;-.:··ir: :~1.J~;p.~Lt:1;·:·n c:'' t!ll 1::-' ·.'<:~~:~(:;:· f.!'.-..:./;'1:; 
hec:o.u.~~ t.iH·! c(··ng!"'JrJ?,I. on w&J ao bn(! :.f uz·-::::i·.~nt 

"'. H~d.'f3't'tHW ~ W[; .. :~ th~n· tr!2.dt1 by liuQ:Jn to KJ,!:n is J·(~ply .ix. 
V1

•:: Hous..,r. of C.ozamon.<' _tq __ ~:t que.:.:.tlou ra.8 to. "'>'hil~:.:H-;.:f" ·,,'ith r·~n.t,r-D. 
"i:.q r-e.fugc'-~8 th.s 'l'urkish Gov~r·n.ment trct.a .coT .abetr·a.tini~ :.·.:it!": 
Ol."eaf. Brit.rln: I was ahown a Hl.aR1ent. h.y .;·.~rr;-tn ·i';h:Leh .h~ 
propon:(~d to is.:n.te regat•ding t..h1;; htun~nJi t:ir.l.an hork. in ~-;h~:.':;­
h-::. exprt:anes the intentton B.nd· t.he d~sin~ nf the Gcv~'~i·nm~~l~··( 
Df :ru-r·ko;; .. t.:.;, cof;p,?r·b t~ 

DGH::,!PL 
L;./1/1!1.1. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

.. 
' 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
./ 

The American Ambassador, Ankara 

The Seoretary of State, Washington 

March 30, 1944 

NUMBER: 5~8 

The follo'Ir1ng message la from Hiraobaan tor the War 

Rehgee Board and rerers to my number 52'7 dated 14aroh 25, 1944. 

It is Ankara number 16, 

It 1e my understanding that thus far a German s"-re-oonduot 
/ 

for the ss BELLACITTA has not beftn torthoom1ng and that the 
I 

luoharest representative of the lnte~national Red Oross who 

seems to control the situation regarding this ship will not 

t.llo1• her to sail until suoh eare-oonduot is obta,ineCi.. 

STEINHARDT 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 1972. 

By R. a Parks Date s £.E) 8 
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TOI 

~DATE: 

·-;.uMBER I 

"'P 
? 

.. 
' 

~//~-~-:­

~~ 
PARAPHRASE Of TEL~GR~M RT4EIVED 

I~!Jh7 
The Amerloan Ambaasador, Ankara 

Walhlngton ~~ The Seoretarr of State, 

Ma:roh 050, 1944 

&79 
x; CONlRGl cl}p{ ..,.,,,.._. 

'l'he following mesea_ge 11 Ankara1 a nWilber ~ and h. 

t.rom ~~ Ambaeeador tor th~ Department aDd the W&r Retua•• 

Board. 
Refel'enoe 111 nuMber 5'73. 

This afternoon the Mlnlsttr tor Jo:relgn Attal:rl tele- . 

phoned me and aald that 1n the oaa• of the approxlmatelr 

two hundred and flttr Jew1eh retua••• t4 thout 'fUJOklah vS.•.•• 

or Pa~eatlne entrr oe:rtltloattl vno were on board the Sl 

MILLIA, he n.a deolded to make an exoept1oa. The Mlnlate:r 

eald also that he bad 1taued lnat:ruot1ona that the retugeee 

are to be allowed to larad in tetanbul and that ln order to 

accommodate ~he refuleea he·ha~_aeked the Mlnl•ter of Oo11- . 

. mun1oat1one to detaoh tour non-pttaenger oara from the atml• 

veeJtlJ IatanbUl•Altppo tra1ft ao4 attach foUl' paesenge:r oare. 

$TEtNR4Rftf 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date SEr;.J.8 "1972 
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DATE: 

.. • 
•c~~~/ 

-~ . ~ 

PARAPHRASE or TELEGRAM REOEIVED ~~~,.,,.a ';}J 
. " __, / -;YJIA/ 

The A1111r1oan Embaaer, Ankara tfeho>=&c~/ 
~/ely~ The Secretary ot ~tate, Washington 

NUMBER: ::~oh 
29

• 

1944

- -C~OMlROl C~ 
; ' I - I -The tol1ow1n1 mena,gt '11 from H1raohmann tor the WaJ' 

Refugee Board and is Ankara's number 13. Please refer to 
X 

my number- 649 dated March 28, 1944. 

On the grounds that they lett Oonatanza without Turk1ah 

vi••• it 1a the intention of the author1t1ee of turkeJ to 

refute perm1ea1on tor the landing 1ft let.abtl ot the approxi­

mately 250 Jewish refugees on the 88 MlLIA gftl theJ have eo 

advised the British. In an ettort to o~ta1n • revereal of 

decision the 8r1t1ah Minister 11 oalllng o~ the Seoretarr 

General of the rareisn Office and Ambaeaador Steinhardt 1a 

oall1ng on the Minister tor Port1SD Atta1rt. 

Mindful of the foregoing, it oone1derable number• of 

euob retugeea arrive• without vlaat 1t will be extremely d1t­

t1oul•to pei'auadt the authorities of 'furktY to 411"•• to a 

tur,her increase 1n the RUJ11b&r ot tre.ns1t~ v1~ae to be granted 

itli1S~l'-itf;Utb tro:~t tbe ,Bal!ta.ne • 
.. _ ""' . -'~, .-- . . - . . 

B'tEtNJIARDT 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. I:i Parka Date S E P .,18 1972 
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Allltl'loan la'bae.,, ~a 1 ~ ,r-,·-<j 

,_.,,...., ., s•••· ·~· -,; j{-p-J__.,_/ . 
DAIJBJh liluoh aa. lt44 

649 CONTROL COP~ 
"' 

lollowillc ll Aulrara11 lo. 10 tna the Alllltatllal1or aa4 Rlrttll:llwln 
X. 

for Peble 1111' Betvc••• Btu&. 

'a .6Dlltah npr•••taU'h of the ia\enatloaal Be& Ol'o11 aa4 the 

repr11a\atlT1 of the Jedlb aceao, la lauawl lato,. u ~' the 

hltal'iaa II MILIA will al'l'be la btaalral larA at wUJl 2110 Jmlb ••taa-•• 
f&'OIII t!I'IIOwl •• wilt ea'batlll4 at OeDihu&. 111. orUI" ~' tiM 210 retu&Me 

P/leJ r Cl. will be .,...,.._ to lallA la letaalrol, we baTI •••leW ta al'l'ucilllll t~• 

the blnlallM ot Paleltlae eur ou\ltloa••· IJale wat 4tae on the al&ap• 

Uoa that the ftllll bolal't4 to H \ldta1101PU.,O 11J' the ID\Il'D&Uoaal a.4 

01'011 hH .. oable of ll.uoh aD, ll'o. 117) wtU Al'l'l'fe ute]J'. .U&O, we 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R H. Parks na~ SEP 18 . i9n 
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TOJ 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

... 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEORAJ.t RliXlEIVJtD 

Alll&riou lbbaaay • Ankarl 
Secretary ot state, Waahlnston '~iz~ -· 

-rti-r lla:roh a5, 1944 

68'1 
X CONTROL COPY 

J 
T.be following mesaase from BirsobmaQn tor the w.RB. 
No. 8. 

Reterenoe Ia made •o Department's cable •o. 2~. 
ror over a month, we have been aware ot the 4ee1re ot 

certain 1nd1Y14uals to make use ot Bulsarlaa boat• MILIAv 
I ..11...._ ./ 

81l4 111\RITZ! t .... .-~OJIIPOl't lewieh refugees hom Ooutuza to 
Ci"'' , I 

Istanbul but due to obleotlon of International Red oroaa 

representative in Buohareat to the use of these two vessels 

ae unseaworthy, have taken no action in the matter. on the 

other h81l4. alnoe the BELLAOITTA ia reaarded aa aeaworthy, 

we are attempting to expedite her from Oonetanza whioh is 

belns 4ela,e4 trom 4ay to day for a reaeon wbiOh we have been 
J 

unable to dleoover. Btth•r the failure to reoelve soviet 

safe oon4uot thua tar or ao.e eonneotlon with tllesal traffic 

in retuseea may·be the reason tor delay. 

DECLASSIF!ED 
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By R. H. Parks Date_sre_l 8 1972 
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FROJ,:: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUtdBER: 

.. 
' 

' ~/~~ 
~~ 

:PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON 

AMi~MBASSY, ANKARA 

MARCH 22, 1944 

230 
)( 

~~ 

-:'hJf 
i 
! 

Following for Hirschmann from War Refugee Board. 

War Refugee Board cable no. J· 
It is stated in a letter dated February 25,from Inter­

cross that the "Bellacitta", a Bulgarian vessel, is available 

~et~~.M' refugees at the rate of 150 per week to Istanbul 

presumably from Mangalia. Red Cross also informed us that two 

Bulgarian vessels, "Milka" and ".Maritza", are also available 

to Jewish organizations for this purpose but since Turkey is 

not allowing more than 150 a week to go to Palestine by rail, 

it is presumed that the last two mentioned boats will not be 

usable since the ~Bellacitta" can fill the limit imposed. 

Red Cross as intermediary will give notification of sailings 

to belligerents. In order to enable immediate refugee sail­

ings you are requested to do everything possible without les­

sening efforts concerning Swedish and Turkish boats. Red Cross 

has requested and the United States has granted safe conducts 

for the "Bellacitta" and cable is being sent to the American 

Embassy at Moscow requesting that the Soviet Government take 

prompt action on the British Government's safe conduct requests. 
/ 

DECLAssiFIEJ1IULL 
State Dept. Letter; 1·11·72 

By R. I.L Parks nauSfU8 1972. 



101 Mr. Wane 

IROMt Mr. bl ..... 

.. 
' 

llaroh 16, 1944 

!!!!t!A!!!! 

12:15 p.m. 

:Pleaee , ...... ,' ~·- •"•oh•l ealll• froa 'h• lu h'-1•• lou4 

to .A11\a11abl' 1\elflhld'lt ani Blraohaalln, AalW'a, lull.,, Al" aUaohd 

for ••aa•l•aloa la a relate& eable to .AII'-a•a4o• Barrlaaa, loaoaw, 

b11la. 

Jlh'llbk - 3/16/44 

_....__._.-~ ___ ,;:,_._. -~---}--~.;.--. ---~;- __ .. 



l'illB Cablo Mlu;.ru !i '-'• 7 

In.f•J:·~:ad b;y lntomaUonnJ. lind C~·onr. latt.er date_? l'ebruury 45 
t.l, .. t l.r. liCc:a·<!ar;ce ":..i.r; arrangement init:!.ated by Rumnn1nn P.ed Croee, 
Bul"'~r.inn hont "Uellacitt.an avaLi.ablo to tranl!t'cr 150 r•dllg!lFJa ooekly 
pren\w.nbl;y froJc, l;.ungal).u to lut.anbul :::top They aleo udvi.P.e that two 
llul{lariun bou.to "i<arltzan w•d "l,llka" at cii11posr.l Jffi'Tillh inBtitut.ione 
for· L~f! purpo~>a hut Jll'O&Wla,t;ly not. u!le41bln rdnco 'Purl:cy n<lt p•;,.rr.itting 
r&.~ 1 trent: U; to i'&lc;stintl ruor·G tlcr.n 150 'ih'Jilkl;r nod "\lollaei tta" 
cr.pabl,., fllllng thl s ll.m.l.t. r;top Red C'rorm r,f' iotorrr.odl.ary wtll 
not:\ fy sailings to l.Jall.l.gol'Unto. '!.111la ccni!.nutng effortn ro Tu1•killh 
llJod rwedi11h boats Ill• llf!Af.lt yo., do <>vecyth \ug poss1 hle to !'r:nhle 1 rmad.l nta 
rnfugeo onilings nll boats avtulnbla ~top 

Understand Hed Gr•oss Me requested safe conduct "bollocitta". 
,;e cabling 'iarrim<'ln raquoating prompt nctlon b:f RunBittn f)ovonanent 
for Rusnlan safe cooduc;t requoJst. 



J!'HOM: 

·ro: 

DATI:D: 

L1JMBEH: 

- : .,.·: .. 

SeorHtnry of State, Washington 

' American Embassy, Moooow 

'\. 

March 21, 1944 

6la idM lO~lNAI-
IM 

Following is substance of message :from WAR REii'lJGEJ~ 

DOAHD. 

·'de are inforrlllid by Interna'tional Hed Cross that the 
~ v ~ 

Ilulgarian boats, "Maritza", "Millm", and "Ballaeitta", 
{ 

are immediately available to transport Jewish refurseas 

from .Mangalia to Istanbul. Tho Red Crose has requested 
I 

sa:fe oonduo~s. If possible you should obtain So~iet 

sa:fe conducts. Advise l'/ar Refugee Board, also Ambassa­

dor Steinhardt and Hed Cross at Geneva, 

DECLASSrFIED 
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lllOHt Ill'• hi ..... 

~'~••• , ........ •• •"atilt& table fro the Yu lefvCtt le .. a 
to Aa'atldo• ltel-..4t aad H&rtobtlla, Mlw'a, 1u11r.,. AlH at...ut 

fol' trAil .. lltloa 1e a relatad cable to Allbatea4or Harrlaaa, lloeaov, 
lueela. 
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lnfol'llled by Int.ll.mBtionRl 1\od eross t.hat Bulgarlan boat.e 
' 

"Bellaoittn," "~f1lku 1 " "llar1tza" Ulllll'fdiately avallablo for 

tran r.port.at.i on .: Olfiah re fu~I!Ht!l from bmgal1a to latanlnll S\Oil Rtlrd 

Crosrn hM requeatud srai'e OOllduota f!top Pleaee tr:r to obtain Soviet 

!!ltfA cond'.ult.o Md tnform Red C'roau Genll'!va and Ambarumdor Steinhardt 

1\!l Wltll Ril ·,lar }lei\l(&G& 3oard 



·~.- .. 
./". .. 

/ 

'l'Ot Mr. Friedman 

FROMI :B. A. 

'l'hree :Bulgarian :Boate 

.. • 

''.1: - --

~· 

' 

March 18 1 19~ 

Information re :Bulgarian boe.ts received by telephone by 
~ l 

McCormack from Lt, French, :Bureau of Ships, u. s. Navy (Phone 

2950) & 

' 
1Be11acitza- 83 gr. tons 
Milca - 150 gr. tons 

/ 
1Maritza - 2910 gr. tons 

ss. Maritza, built in 1936, is a combined passenger-freight boat. 
I 

According to Lloydl s - of German ·regiiitry~-15ut ·the Navyconfirma 

that it is :Bulgarian now. 

Navy was looking for Maritza; hoping to destroy her. (Probably 

this is a special reason why :Bulgarians anxious to put her into 

refugee service!) 

Since ss. Maritza so superior to others, should we not lay our 

hands on her ~ than on Bellacit1af. She could be used for transport 

down to_ Aegean, Palestine, etc., and not only to Istanbul, .!! British .. 

give .!.!!:!! conduct. 





CABLE 

In a cable of January 5, 1~44 from Geneva, State 

Department was advised that the Rumanian Red Cross had asked the 

International Red Crose to secure safe conduct permits covering 

voyages of a Bulgarian boat named .. .f1(j_;::fJ;h .. for three months. 

l~e boat vms to ,make weekly voyages over this period carrying 

150 Jewish children on each from Mangalia to Istanbul for eventual 

transportation to Palestine. Visas and transportation had been 

assured. The program had been authorized by the Rumanian and 

Turkish Governments. 

On January 7, the United States accorded safe conduct 
l&dr.41A 

to the'!Ballacita". 

On February 17, it was reported from Geneva to the State 

Department that the British had granted safe conduct but that similar 

permits from the Russian and German Governments had not been obtained. 
. c;{g(v,...,. ,/ 1~e International Red Cross at' Geneva accordingly~ to accept 

responsibility for guaranteeing the safe conduct of the boat on its 

scheduled trips but agreed that. it would notify the interested govern­
"/'/'~ . mente of the facts involved. It was~ considered that a further po~t-

ponement of'the proposed evacuation-was undesirable and-it is expected 

that operations -~y have commenced by the time you receive this ad~ce. 

Meanwhile we are contacting Geneva for a fUrther report on this matter. 

Above is for your information. Please advise us of any 
developments noted by you. 
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The tollow1rri; tor 'Hii'echmann 1s VIM cable 82. 

We have b0en adv1aed b3' tanister Johnson tllat M,... Aural J . J ' 
'l'beodoru JJ1reoto:r ot service lla:ritime Roumaine (a government 

enterprise) has been in Stockholm and has mentioned 12,000,000 
' / '"' 

e a preliminary figur6 tor the sale ot the EEBSARAB~ 
. ..;_ \ 

THAN8~VANI~, the above price apparently covering both 

Tneodoru suggested that these vessels bo purohaeed tor 

evacuation from Constanza. He asserted that 11' the 

were purchased by IntercroBS or the Swe(U.sh Red Cross, 

nd1 tion ot the B~le the Rull4tllian Governrne~t would guaran-

sate-conduct" .Theodoru proposed that the purchase price 

t1>10 vessels be deposited in S'Weden with a guarant~e that 

the tundswouJ.d be lilado available for. purchases of goode tor - ' 

delivery 1n Ruma,nia. after the w.ii;-. Aocordipg . to- t~e 'proposal 

tbese goods could be ~e:).d blocked in ~w"den in tile name. bi" the 

g~oup or' orgfJ,Jl~zatlonpurchaaing ;~{.chartering the ships .• 

• . :fhe · Boal'd '1l1 ~~e;htza~t Clf the. irtfornia.tUin· OC)n,cerning these 

ships ruxi11ish;e~ 1n 1mir report ot'. r•~l'Uar,2o and y()Ur ·1o&a or 
.;·June l{'ahaiJ.i.c) tp~t~cti'tain s~i·~a•-~:l.fxaJ>parenti;'ll3:,-e·n6w 
<~fin o~-~~-ii~t~r J'!~t'f~ ·~·. · ·· '"''~ · 
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~0 DE 8ENf IN £ "W.~ 

ilOuJ.d appreciate you:r :reaction to tite abo·ve proposal. 

l 

S/CR 
HRB:t-ll-1V:KG 
fiJ/l'l/44 

1..'"~'-·c-c--oco::.· ...... 

HU!.L 
(Gml) 

NOli: 
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OADLf; '.\'() AM!lASSAOOll 3 TJillJiBAlUYl' ANlJ HlHSOilWJlN 1 ;V,IKA!lA1 'l'IJRKhY 1 FROH tiM\ 

ll]JFIJGJ;,-; l'JOARD. 

liE> have boon advised by Ntnhter Jobru!on tha.t Mr. Anrel 'lheodoru 

Director of r.ervlce !i\nl'ltlme 'RoWlllllDe (e. government entel'prlee) has been 

1n Stockholm and has mentioned 121000,000 kronor BB a preltmtnnry fl6Ur8 

for the R ale of the Blil!.l8ARAB1A end the '.J!lV\llSYLVAI!IA, \he above price 

apparently co•ertne both ahtpe. Thaodo~ auggeste4 that these veaaela 

be purchased for J.'otugoe ovaouatlon from Oonsten!lla. He aaurte4 that lf 

·the nesele wore purche.aod b:r Jntorerot11! or the Su&dt.Bh Red Cro11o1 u a 

1'heodo:ru proposed that the pUl'che.ao prloo of the two veesele be d.epoal tet\ 

b SW4al wt tb a _.,antJae thnt the funde wo"ld be lllll4e lrftlle.ble for 

purchases of goods for 4eUveJT 111 Ruaaftt& aftM' \he vas'. Aocordlng to 

the _proposal these goods could be held blocked lD Sweden 111 the name of 

the group or orgenbaUon JIUl'Cblletng or ohal'tt»'lniJ the ehlpe. 

The Doard t.a cognhmt of the lntol'll&.tlon conc..-nln6 theae ehl.ps 

f\lftdtlhed in J1)Ul' repolrt of l'ebi'Uid'J' ao aad J&- ton of ZUII.e 14 and alii 

\bat ee:rtat.l small vestJ*le npparently have SlOW been ObUlae4 for :refugee 

evacut1on fl'Om lt\D!Mla. BOW!Wel' we would appreola.to your reaction to 

the abOve pro:POeal,. 

1:50 p.m. 
July 15, 1944 

l'f.l.~s yj!up~ (i'or the Sec'y) Abrahams. on, ll.ohn, DuBo.is, Friedman, Hodel, 
~U~eer, llann, atewart, Central Files, Cable Control Filea 
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'.Che cable below is l\'RB no. 56, 

Fleaoe refer to your 2638 of July 9 concern1ng tho 

proposal to sell the »ESS!~ofu\.B!A and 'l'Riu~S:O..VANIA. 
/ / 

W~ are oommunicat1ng the Rumanian proposal to the 

embaasy in Ankara tor comment. 

WRl:l: MMV; KG 
7/17/44 

S/CR NOli.: 

HULL 
(GLW) 

DECLASSIFIED 
Btate Dept. Letter; 1·11-72 

By R H. Parks Date~18 , 1972 
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CABLE TO Hlt!I!lT~J~{ JOJINSOU IN STOCKHOLM, SWT!lDEN, FROM WAR Rl'!FUG'ilOO J30AllD, 

Plonoe refer to vour 2538 of July 9 concerning the vrouooal 

to ooll the llE6SARI\JllA md TRf,Nl'JYLVAHIA, 

We are communlcatlng the Romanian proposal to tho embassy 

ln Ankara for comment, 
56 THIS IS W1lB CA1lLE 'ID STOOKUOLM NO, ____ _. 

1:50 p.m. 
July 15, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (tor the Sec 'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files 

=. 
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I 
DEPI\RTMENT Of SfAl£ 

JUL111944 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS a RBliiiiDS 
a.m. 

In connection with the general transportation 

oblem involved in evacuation operations from the 

the following may be of interesto During 
I 

he past week Mr. i.urel Theodoru, director of 

Service Maritime Roumaine (a government enterprise) 

has been in stockholm, (This is our 48 for War 

Refugee Board in response to their No. 3622, 10 p.m •. ) 

b.ccording to him the Rumanian Government is extremely 
. -/ 

anxious to )ell two of 1ts vessels, SS TRf.NSYLVANil .. 

and SS BESAR.lilliA, presently tied up at Istanbul. 

These he said are virtually new combined passenger 

and cargo vessels of 6500tons with pleeping accomo-

dations for 550 each~ On short trips the vessels he 

added could accommodate over 2000 persons each. 

Apparently the Rumanians are very. anxious to sell 

·these vessels for a variety of reasons and have 

mentioned a preliminary figure of twelve million 

kronor ror both l 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·79 DECLASsnnE0 ll 
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-2- 2538, July 9, 11 a.m. from Stockholm 

= . 

kronor for both vessels,. The ullAged original cost 

of each was twelve million and under pre~ent costs 

are allegedly valued at thirty five million kronor, 

Theodoru has suggested that the vessels be purchased 

for refugee evacuation ·from Constanza, If the boats 

are purchased by the International Red cross or the 

Swedish Red Cross the Rumanians, he asserted, would 

guarantee safe conduct and would further guarantee, 

as a condition of sale of the vessels, to obtain 

German safe conduct, Thoodoru seems convinced 

that tho Rumanians could obtain full assurances of 

such safe conduct, '?-~<a:odoru also proposes thr. t 

the purchase price of the vessels be.deposited in 

Sweden with a guarantee that tho funds be available 

for purchase of goods for delivery in Rumania after 

the war. These goods it is proposed can be hold 

blocked in sweden in tho name of the group or 

organization purchasing or chartering the vessels.· 

It is stated that the vessels are in first class 

co:ndition and available ·for illlll1ediate use. 

Whether the proposal is des~rable from our 

point of view could, it would seem, ~nly-be determined 

on information not available he:i:'etodlUch eJ.S whether the.· 
. -,;.. .· 

ves,Sels are tied up at Istanbul~ for the duration; 

• I'M 
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-3- 2538 1 July 9, ll a,m. from Stockholm 

whe:ther their opern t ion by Rumtminns would be 

harmful to us, wqothul' the vessels are necessary to 

us; etco b.ccordingly the Legation in reporting the 

above is not (repeat not) in position to makQ 

recommendntion,; 

JOHNSON 

WSB:BB 


