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CABLE YO STEINHARDT, ANKARA, FOR KATZKI FROM VAR REFUGEE BOARD

Board would appreciate having liat of names of people lost on

the "Mefkura." It is suggested you forward same through pouch.

THIS IS WRB ANEARA CABLE NO, 126.

i

11:00 a.m.
November 9,.1944

' Miss Shauncey (for th Secty) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, . = . I
a 7 W Iﬁs% gm% HeCormack, Files - : o : ;
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Gentlenant

I sm sending you herewith a report prepered
by Mr. Jubotinsky on the ainking of the 5.8. "Mefkura"
vhich has been received through the Americsn Exbasay
in Ankara for trensmission to you.

I should like to point qut Shat in forwarding
the report, the War Refugse Boatrd ropresantutive in
Ankara gtatesd that it merely cmstituted the personal
views of Yr. Jabobtingky on the alnking of tvhe "M¥sfiura,”
concerning which there ave many conflicting rumors and.
atatements, The officlal investigaticn of the matisr is
still pending,

Very truly yours,
T B1gned) 3. 0. Relile

J. W. Pehle ’
Exaoutive Idrsctor

v
Emergenoy Committae to Save
the Jewlsh Psople of Hurops,
2317 - 15th S’bmﬁ, H.W.,

: : ‘Washingbon, D. O, | - 6 rs n-i-k Aw—(% .

Enclosurs.

&




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

September 15, 1944

TO: Mr. Warren

TFROM: J. W. Pehle

Attached hereto is the original of 2 letter from
Ira Hirschmenn trensmitting & report prevared by Mr. Jabotinsky -
for transmission to the Emergency Committee. ’

I should apnreciate it if you would have Jabotinsky's
report cleared through Censorship and returned to this office
for forwarding to the Emergency Committee.

—~

Inclosure.

R L b 1




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, August 24, 1944

Dear John:

Mr. Jabotiﬁgky has asked us to send the
enclosed report through the pouch for the Emergency
Committee. In forwarding it, I deem it advisable
to state that the report constitutes the personal
views of Mr. Jabotinsky. There are many conflict-
ing rumors and statements that have no basis for//
proof connected with the sinking of the Mefkura.

Mr. Katzki end I are making our own explora-
tions, and are now awaiting the official report
of the British Naval Attache, who will send us a
copy. When this is received, we will forward to you
our version of the events leading to this sinking,
according to the best information avallable here.

Cordigflly yours,

{ A, rsechmann
Special Attache

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Executive Directo
War Refugee Board -
Treasury Department
Washington, D, C,

Enclosure: Report as described.




Y Istanbul, 18th August 1944

Report on the Circumstances of the sinking of the
Turkish notor-boat "IEFKUREY,

By Erl Jabotinsky.

The Sources.

The following report is based on evidence glven me on
August 14th, 15th and 16%th by the vassengers of thé motor-bost
"Bulbul", which soved the survivors of the "Mefkure", and also
three of the survivors themselves.

I interrogated the passengers of the "Bulbul' on August 1L
in Istanbul's Jew%sh School where they were sheltered during their™
stay in Istanbul; on August the 15 I iravelled with then for twelve
hours on the train to Eskisehir. While on the train, I elso
interrogsted liss Vuabrandt, one of the "Mefkure" survivors. On
August I¢ upon return ng to Istanbul I spoke to two other survivors,
lr. Bank anu Mre. Axelfod vho were recuperating at the Jewish
Hospitafi

A number of conflicting newspeper reports have been
published in the Turkish nress. These rumors T have completely
discounted.

Conflictine evidence

It should be noted that in many cases the evidence of eye
wltnesses 1s conflicting. Thus, for example, I have found a number
of people who heve seen the captain and the crew of the Miefkupe!
reach the "3ullul' in a life-boat, while other witnesses are
certain that the captain and the crew of the "Mefkure" swam %o the
“Bulbul'. I have however, estaeblished to-my own satisfaction that
they arrived in a small skiff which wae filled with water, so that
they had undressed on the way thus coming on board the "Bulbul! in
the nude which gave the impression that %heyrhggrto Swim. The
present report sums up my own investigation “of the -events omltting
all credit to individuel witnesses. . S

The departure from Constanza.

The ships that left Constanza on Au ust 2 were the "Morinal,
"Bulbul" and "Mefkure". They left port at Fifteen minutes intervals
and were convoyed to the end of Rumanian territorial waters by
several vessels of the Rumanian Navy. . The three’ captains had been
given instruetions (apparently by the Rumanians) to stay together
and follow & cerfain route. It is claimed-by some passengers-that




tre route was noi adhered to (enyway, trhe three boats rapldly
aispersed). Before leaving Constantze, the boats were inspected
Ly o Geraan renernl cnd 2 nunber of officers.

Further, the organlzers of the transport in Constantze,
—aybe et the request of the Rumanion cuthorities, made & number of
1~st minute changes pesiufflin- the possengers aIlong the three

boats. Thils wes done after the passporte of the passzengers nhad
already been nleced on board the various boets with the result

that the MMorina' and the "pulbul' brousht in o number of passports
bhelonging to nassenxers of the "defkure", while some of the vpass-
ports'othhe passengers on the WEulbul' end the “Morina' were lost
on the "“iefkure". t may have been o coincldence or 2 result of
delibersate action the mejority of the intellectusls in this trans-
port found themselves ol board the "Wefxure'. This circumstance led
some neople to belleve that tre sinking of the 1refkure" was
premeditated and tiot of the three boets the Iefkure" wes
deliberately degienated for sinkine becouse it corried intellectusls.
Personally, I en not convinved thaf such is the case.

On leaving Constantza, thie boats sighted 2 number of German
submarines but were not molested by thnem.

The attack s seen from the "Bulbul'

At 12:30 o'clock on the nicht of August 3rd fo Iith, the
neoole on the deck of the "Bulbul' heard gun shots and sew e nunber
of vowerful nrojectors illuminating the sea. They were nesr enough
to see fire break out on the iefkure" and to hear the passengers’'
cries. A short time after, the projectors caught The 1 Bylbul”
1tself and flashed a signal ordering 1t to stop. The actual distance
between the "Bulbul' and the tericure” L1s estimated by most of the
witnesses at 1 to 2 klms. However, the fact that they could hear
cries would indicate a much shorter distance.

The "Bulbul" stopped and the crew lowepred the 1life-boat and
entered it. At that moment there ensured. a gcuffle between the
vassengers and the captain. The passengers wanted to prevent the
captain from leavin the ship in the 1ife-boat and the captain
seems to have thought thet the passengers wanted to take the life-~
boat. Ag a result, the captain pemained ‘on deck during the whole
of the alarm. Although cries for help continued to be heard and - :
gome of the survivors of the uijefkure’ were even seen strug%ling i
in the water, in the 1light of the projectors, the captain of the . . 1
upylbul® refused to permit any rescue actlon. . : i

Sometime later, the captain and crew of the "Mefkure"
srrived in theip $kIfE which was elmost. full of water: Later
gt1ll, the search lights were turned off and: the enemy  ships
departed. At some t3ime during that night'rockets were. fired
by the enemy ships 1ut - 4t has”been impossible for me-to fix
the exsct time. ’ e
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It was only after the departure of the enemy vessels theat
the captain of the "Bulbul' gave permission to look fop survivors.
In addition to the crew of the "Mefkure", five of the passengers
of the "Mefkure" were picked up. There were three men and tvo
women, one of them in her ninth month of pregnancy.

Evidence of the survivors df the '"Mefkure!

The attack was gudden, Before the people reslized what had
happened, the boet was a flame. There is some evidence %to show
thet five shots had been fired, the first two migsine the target
while the other three hit the ship and put it on firs. It is
estimated that at least 50 of the bassengers succeeded to jump
into the weter. The rest, among them the hundred children who
were on board, were apparently %rapped in the burning hold. The
peovle in the water were machine gunned by the enemy, (though one
of the witnesses lMiss Vumbrandt a%firms cetegorically that they e
were not machine gunned, but the other witnesses claim Just
emphatically that they were; the "Bulbult passengers definitely
heard machine guns firing).

The enemy shivs were very close to the "Mefkure" the
distence was estimated by some as 50 metres. The enemy boats were
three in number. They were small navel torpedo boats or vedettes.
They were not submarines (the submarine story seems to originate
because of the submarines sighted at Constantza).

The survivors in the water clearly heard the crew of the
enemy boats jJeering at them in german. They, were shouting things
like the following. "“Look at the Jews who are now ewimming to
Palestine".

Miss Vumbrandt says that she was attacked by a large dog
which tried to climb on her in the water but believes it was from
the "Mefkure". Miss Vumbrandt, -on the other hand, is convinced .
that the dog was one of the several and thet 1t came from the ° ‘
vedettes and waes speclslly trained to attack people in the water. i

One of the survivors Mr. Bank had a wrist wabch which
stopped at 12.35 at the moment he Jjumped- into. the water. The
five were rescued at 4,30 o'clock. During the first two hours
the sea was sbsolutely calm but later a wind commenced snd the
sea_became rough. At first there were twelve Deople clinging to
& plank with Miss Vumbrondt swimming alongside,; holding on to a
window Trame which was blown out of a cabin constructed on the °
deck of the "Mefkure'. . Ag the night progressed, the:people Begun
dropping off .the plank until only two men remained and the girl: .
on the window freme,: They were the pregnant ‘woman: and her-husband,

" . both outstanding swimmérs.  -By the time they were vicked up, they
were alliqomple%gly exhausted. - .




The end of the voyage.

Thie "Bulbul" continued on its way and reached the Bosphorus
in the evening of the Yth. But a sudden storm drove it back into
the open sea. It was only 24 hours later that the "Bulbul
manaced to meke port at Ine Ada and the nassengere proceeded from
there over land. They trevelled over the moun%ains by 2 train of
90 certs each drawn by two oxen. Eventually they reached the
railway and were brought to Istanbul.

The Seaworthiness of the bosts.

Although the catastroohy occured as o result of enemy action
and not as a result of any negligence on the part of the organizers,
the followinr points should s 111 be noted.

The 1ife belts which had been given the passengers were
filled with cork shavings and these rapidly sabsorb water so that
one or two of the survivors on the plank who had time to put on
thelir belts, later discarded them because the belts were pulling
them down. - -

There were no instructions given to the passengers as to
the use of the belts. Some of the passengers of the "Horina" for
instance, did not know that there were belts on boerd.

The boats were not equipped with sny navigation instruments,
other than a compass and a radio receiver set. There were for
instance no sextants. :

There were no interpretors who could talk to the crew with
the result that the passengers end captaln were unable to understand
each other.

The crews were very badly selected. One of the sailors
of the "Bulbul" got drunk on the first night and attacked the
motor with a cow-bar and had to be overpowered.

The condition of the ship was very bad. The motor of the
"iefkure" stopped after a half hour at sea and had %o be repsired.
The water tanks of the "Bulbul' leeked creating a shortage of
water. The "Bulbull itself sprang leaks in the storm‘ang the pumps
proved inéfficient so that it arrived at Ine Ads with a foot of .
water in its hold. :

The condition of the "Mefkure' as a matter of faect was such
that the insurance sgencles consented to insure it for wer risks
only and not for sea risks. - . o :




The main thin- which tlese boats lacked were 1ife rafts
which could easily have been vrovided.

The resnonsibility of the crew.

The followin~ is only my versonal coinion. I believe thet
th:e ceptein of the "Bulbul' who stopmed his ship at the order of
thie eneny and who refused to underteke rescue operstions until the
departure of the attackers, acted in the interest of the passensers
instructed to his care. Neturaelly, he was gullty of the gravesf
hreach of naval etiquette Dy placing the crew in the only life-bost.
The same breach of etlquette was of course committed by the ceptain
of the "Mefkure" who more over did not even try to save a single
passenger.

The psycholoesy of the pasgsencgers.

It 1s to be noted that the passsengers of the "Bulbul!
accepted the catastrophy with an incredible calm. There wag no
panic on board during the shooting. As one woman told me "Hitler
taught us to dle without noisel.

Two young girls from the "Bulbul" sged 20, explained that
they were not shocked by the catastrophy of the "llefkure", they
had becoine tough, really tough, they said. Violent death has become
familiar and therefore, no 10nger frightening.

The above 1s an attempt to make o coherent story out of a
meze of often conflicting detalls given by meople who were in 2
state of great stress at the time of.the catastrophy.




Istanbul, 18th Aupust 194

Report on the Gircumstances of the sinking of the
Purkish motor-boat "MEFKURE",

By Eri Jabotinsky.

Ihe Sourcess

The following report is based on ®vidence given me on August l4th
15th and l6th by the gassengers of the motor-boat "Bulbul®”, which saved
the survivors of the "Meflture", and also three of the survivors themselve

I interrogeted the passengers of the "Bulbul" on August 14 in
Istanbul's Jewish School where they were sheltered during their stay in
Istanbulj on August the 18 I travelled with them for twelve hours on the
train to Eskigehlr, While on the train , I also interrogated Miss
Vumbrendt, one of the "Meflure" survivors. On August 16 upon returning to
Istanbul I spoke to two other survivors, Mr. Bank and Mr, Axelrod who
were recuperating at the Jewlsh Hospital.,

A number of conflloting newspaper reports have been published in
the Turkish press, These rumors I have compkbtely discounted,

. gonflieting evidence,

It should be noted thet in many cases the evidence or eye witnesse
1s conflioting, Thus, for example, I have found a number of people who
have seen bthe captain and the crew of the "Meflkure" reach the Bulbul"
in a life-boat, while other witnesses are sertain that the captein and
the crew of the "Mefkure" swam to the "Bulbul", I have however, establi-
shed to my own satisfaction that they arrived in. a small skiff whlch was
filled with watér, so that they had undressed on the way thus ooming
on board the "Balbul" in the nude whigh gave the impression that they
had %o swim, The present report sums up my own investigation of the
events omitting all oredit to individual witnesses.

The departure from CGonsbantze,

The ships that left Qonsbtanza on August werse the "Morins',

uBulbul" end "Mefkure". They left port at fifteen minutes intervals

and wereé sonvoyed to the end of Rupanien territorial wabers by several
vessels of the Rumenian Favys The three captains had been glven instruc-
tions (apparently by the Rumenians) %o atay together and follow g certain
rouba, It is olaimed by some passengers that the route was not sdhered to
{anyway, the three boats rapidly dispevrsed) Before -leaving Oonstentze, ti
boats were inspested by .a German general and a number of offlcers.
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Further, the organigers of the transport in Qonstontge, maybe at the
requeat of the Rumenien authoritiles, mede a number of luat minute changes
reahuffling the passengers among the three boats, This was done after the
pasaporbs of the pnssengers had already been placed on bhosrd the various boat
with the result that the "Horine" ond the fgulbul"” brought in a number of
passports belonging to passengers of the "Hefkure", while some of the paaspor
nf the passengers on the "Bulbul" and the "orina" were lost on the "Mefkure"
It may have been a soinsidence or a result of deliberate motion the majority
of the intelleptuals in this transport found themselves on board the "Meflkure
This eircumstance led some pesple Lo believe that the sinking of the " Meflur
was premeditated snd that of the thres boabts the "Yeflure" was deliberately
designated for sinking begsuse 1t sarried intellestuals, Persodabdy, I am not
eonvinsed that sueh is the caszes -

on leaving Constantza, the boats sighted a number of Gormen submarine
vut were not moleated by thems )

The atbeck o . 1 "

At 12430 o'elook on the night of August 3rd to 4th, the people on the
deolt of the "Bulbul heard gun shots and sew e number of powerful projestors
{llumineting the #ea, They ware neay enough to see fire break out on the
"iefkure® gnd to hear the pasdengers' orlea., A short time nfter, the projectot
caught the "Bulbul® itself snd flashed a signal ordering it to stop. The
actual distance between the "Bultul® snd the "Mefkure" 1s astimated by mesh
of the witnesses at 1 to £ klms. However, the faet that they oould hen¥ the
eries would indicate a mugh shorter distence.

The "Bulbul® stopped end the erew lowered the 1ife~bont and entered
1t, At thet moment there emsured a seuffle between the pasaengers and the
eaptain, The passengers wanted to prevent the eaptain from leaving the ship
in the lifeeboat and the osptain seems to have thought that the passengers
wanted to toke the life-boat. As a result, the captain remained on deek
during the whole of the alarme Although ories for help ‘continued to be heard
and some of the survivors of the ugefure” were even seen struggling in the
water, in t:e light of the projectods, the captain of the TEulbul? refusecd
tp permit ony reosoue aabtlon. )

Sometime later, the oapbtain and ovew of the "Mefkupe" arrived in thelr
skiAfL which was almost full of water, Later still, the search lights were
gurned off snd the enemy obips departed. At some time during that night
raokets wore {ired by the enemy ships but it has been impossible for mé to
fix the oxast time, .

1t was only sfter the departure of the enemy vessels thut the captain
of the FEulbul® gave parmission to leok for survivers. iIn addition to the ove
of the MReflare®, five of the passengers of, the gagirats” were ploked ups
There were thres men end Iwo wouen, one of thém in her ninth month of;pragnanux

The attagk was sudden. Betaie the people realiged what had happened,
ghe boat wWas a flames Theve i same svidencs Yo show that five shobs hed been
firved; the first two missing the turget while the other three hit the r'ghi.p,

.
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and put 1t on fire. It 18 estimated that at leaet S@ of the passengers
succeeded 0 jump into the water, The rest, emeng fhem the huddred children
who were on board, were apparently trapped in the burning hold, The people
in the water were mashine gunned b{ the enemy,(though one of the witnesses
Mise Vumbrandt effirms categorically that they were not meachine gunned, but
the others witnesses elaim just emphatically that they werejy the "Bulbul"
passensers definitely hesrd machine guns firing). b

The enemy ships were very close to the "Hefiure" the dilstance was
estimated by some ss $0 metres, The enemy boats were three in number, They
were amall naeval torpedo boats or vedettes, They were not submarines (the
submarine story seems to origlnete because of the submarines sighbed at
Oonstantea ). -

The survivors in the water slearly heard the crew of the enemy boats
geering at them in German, They were shouting thinge like the following.
fLook at the Jews who are now swimming to Palestine”.

Miss Vumbrandt says that she was atbacked by & large dog which tried
to olimb on her in the water but believes it was from the "Mefkure", Miss
Vumbrandt, on the other hand, 1m eonvinced that the dog was one of the several
and that 1% came from the vedettes end was speclially trained to attask people
in the waters -

One of the survivors Mr, Bank had a wrist wateh which stopped at
12,38 at the moment he jumped into the waters The five were roscued at 430
o'clook. During the first two hours the sea was absolutely calm bu¥ later
a wind commenced and the sea became roughs At first thers were twelve people
slinging to & plank with Miss Vumbrandt swimming alongside, holding on to
a windXow frsme which was blown out of a oabin sconstmeted on vhe desk of the
"Moficure”, As the night progressed, thepeople begun dropping off the plank
untlil only two men remained and the girl on the window frame. They were the
pregnant woman end her husband, both outstanding swimmers, By the time they
were ploked up, they were all completely exhausted. '

The end of tle voyage.

The “Bulbul' continued on i%s way snd vrenched the Bosphorus in the
evening of the 4th. But a sudden astorm drove it back into the open sea. It
was only 24 hours later that the "Bulbul® msnnged to make port at Ine. Ade
and the passengers progoeeded from there ofver lsnd, They travelled over the
mountains by m train of 90 carts each drawn by two oxen. Eventually they
reasghed the railway and were brought to Iatanbul. : .

The Seaworthiness of the bonts,

Al_ﬁhougﬁ'tho éataatroplw cgoured as & result ol enemy asotion and -
not as 8 result of any negligense on the part of the organmlizers, the following
points should still be nobeds : :

Tﬁé 1ife belts whieh had been given the ‘paaaeng,eré wefe £illed with
cork shavings snd these rapldly absorb water so that one or two of the .
survivers on the plank who had time to put ‘on their belts, later dissarded

them begsuse the belts were pulling thenm ‘downe

There were no instyuctions given to bhe passengers ‘as to the ‘use of
the belts, Some of the passengers of the "Morina® for imstance, dld not lmow
that therse were belts on board. ’ N ’
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The boats were not equipped with any navigation insbruments,vohher
then a compass and a radlo recelver set. There were for instanece no sertanta.

There wers no interpreters who could tulk to the orew with the result
that the passengers and captain were unable to understand each other,

The orews wers very badly selected. One of the sailors of the "Bulbul"
got drunk on the first night and attsclked the motor with a cow-bar and hed
to be overpowered.

The condition of the ship was very bad, The motor of the "Mefkure"
stopped after a half hour at sea and had bto be repaired. The water tanks of
the "Bulbul® leaked orenting a shortage of water. The "Bulbul' itself asprang
lsaks in the storm and the pumps proved inefficlent so that it arrived at
Ine Ads with a foot of water im 1ts hold,

The oondition of the "Mefkure" as a matter of faot wae such that the
insurance agencies consented to insure it for war risks only and not for
sea riska.

The main thing whiek these boats lacked were life rafts which could
easily have been provided.

The responsibility of the grew.

The following in only my personal opinion. 1 belleve thet the captain
of the "Bulbul® who stopped his ship at the order of the enemy and who refu~
gsed to undeprtake resous operations until the departure of the atbtackers,
asted in the interest of the passengers instrughed to his care. Naturally, he
was gallty of the gravest breafh of eﬁ%ﬁuette navsl by plsoing the crew in
the only life-boat. The same bréagh of etiquette was of oourse committed by
the ocaptain cf the "Meflure® who more over did not even try %o save a
single passonger.

The payehology of the passengers.

It is to be noted that the passengers of the "Bulbul' acoepted the
eatastrophy with an inoredible galm, There was no panie on board during the
shooting. As one woman told me " Hitler teught uz to dle without noise”,

Two young girls from the "Bulbul® aged 20, explained that they were
not shooked by the satastrophy of the. “Msfkure", they hed become tough,
really tough, they saild. Violent death has beoome familiar and therefors,
no longer grighbtening, .

The above is an atbtempt to make a eoherent awcry out of a maze of
often confliebing details ziven by people who wers in a state of great '
stress at the time of the estastrophy.




ORIGINAL TEXT OFVTELEGRAM SENT-
FROM: Seoretary of Statg, Washington .

v
: American Consul, Istanbul

S I CONTROL COPY
-

¢ Please deliver the following message to Passman Res%ik
7 from M. A. Leavitt, American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee:

QUOTE Your 147 to Lisbon we have asked Saly Mayer pay
additional 114,000 Swiaa franes acgount Szyﬁd thus
conpleting ru;i payment 1028 passages including Mefﬁgra
group. Regarding other sailings wigh agaein ocall your
attention faot Hiisohmann believes no sa;lings should 7
now teke place without safe condust from all parties.
View changed conditions Rumenia we qﬂestion advisability
rigking lives refugee groups who are now in oomparative

safety and would be absolutely ppposed mak;ng any .

payments this purpose if Hirschmann still believes safe
conduot essential. UNQUOTE-. -
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EMBASSY OF THE -
UNITED ‘STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, September 13, 1944

Dear Nn, Pehle:

I am submitting a detalled repért on the Meékura
disaster covering information from the -date when the
departure of the boat was f£irst reported to the time
of the arrival of the survivors in Istanbul., As..
exhibits, I am including: ’

(a) Copy of a report submltted by an examining
commission representing the agencies in Istanbul interested
in the rescue of Jews from occupied areas, dated September

9, 1944;

(b) Gopy of the sailing orders, dated August 3,
1944, 1lssued by the German Ministry of Marine, deslgnat-
ing the route to be followed by the Morina. The sailing
instructions of the Mefkurs, we must assume, are identical;

(¢) Copy of the report of the British Navel Expert
made aveilable by the British Naval Attache in Istanbul,
dated August 22, 1944; e

() Copy of the notice lssued by the British Govern-
ment relating to international signals to be followed
by vessels on the high seas in belligerent waters;

(e) Translation froin the Turkish (undated) of a
"\ report written by Kazim Turgn, the Ceptain of the Mefkura;.

(f) Translation of a 1etter/from one of the survivors
of the Mefkurs, Ladisloev Fuelop, dated September 5, 1944,
(trenslated from the: Hungerian); : . :

(g) Copy of a reporﬁfdated August 31, 1944 of .the. .
International Red GrossJDelegate,fIstanbul, submitted to

Monsieur Gilbert Simondy: Delegate -of  the International Red
Cross Committee for Turkey. . .= i R Y
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REPORT ON THiZ MEFKURA DISASTER

'

We were originally informed in Istanbul, from sources

R B

that were presumed to be informed, tnat the three shivns,

torina, BHlbdl and Mefiura, had left Constanza on August 1.

On the morning of August 4, we were advised that, according ?
to information received in lstanbul, these shios hpd left
on August 3, and not on August 1.

On Saturday, August 5, we were informed early in the
morning by telsephons that it had been reported from Biydk-
dere, a village on the Bosphorus nsar the Black Sea entrance,
that the Blllb#il had arrived and was at anchor there. This
information was immediately telephoned by Mr. Katzki from
Istanbul to me in Anxkares. Later in the morning, we were
advised that the Bllbll had besen joinel by the Morina and : B
that ths two shivs wsre then at Bllylkdere. This informetion 7
likewise was telsphoned to me in Ankara. In the meanwhile,
one of the Jewish Agsncy repressntatives proceeded to Byik-»
dere, and discovered that only the Morina had arrived; the
information concerning the BUlbldl waé erroneous, <This correec-
tion likewilse was immeciately telephoned to Ankara., turing
this period, however, the Turkish Foreign Office had informed ‘,i |
me that all 'of the three ships had arrived at Biylkdere, and
on the basis of this informaﬁion I sent a telegram to you. '
In view of the corrected factual information this, of course,
was countermanded.

The Bilblll was awaited all day on August 5 at Blylkdere.

At seven o'clock that evening, a Very heavy storm arose, and

upon inouiry among peoonle familiar with condltlons,;it was

dstermined that even if the Bﬁlbﬂl should reach theamouth of

the Bosphorus it” would be impossible fbr it to pass into that

body of water because of the storm. Accordlngly, the group of
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organization representatives awalting %he Bi1pbll departed

at 10 o'clock that evenihg. During this pexriod, no word.at

all had besen received regarding the Mefkura.

Sunday morning, August 6, the storm on the Black Sea
continued, and there was no information concerning the
whereabouts of the Bf{lblll and the Mefkura, although it had
been reported from Biylkdere that at one time the BUlblll had
been signted in the Black Sea. Accorcingly, efforts were made
in “hkara to find a means for searching for the two boats.
maritime tugs stood by in the Bosphorus to assist the two
boats to come through, snould they make an appearance in the
Black Sea. Inquiry was made as to the feasibility of securing

an airplane to search for the vessels, such authorization

- belng necessary from the competent Turkish Ministries in

Ankara. This dié not seem fesasible. At about four o'clock
on 2uncay afternoon, August 6, it was reported that the Bilbdl
had put in at a small port named Limandere to ride out the
storm. It was aoparent that notning could be done about the
BYlp#l, and it was assumed that the Mefkura, faced by the

same storm, had pulled in somewhers for safepzl_n

in the meanwhile, the Morina sailed from SBldydkdere to
Istanbul and dropped ancnor there about six o'clock in the
evening of August 6. About seven o'clock word was received -~
taofficially through police channels that the Mefkura had béeﬁ
torpedoed by German submarines, and that rescueée operations
were going forward in the Turkish port of Igneada, which is
on the Black Sea close to the Bulgarian frontier.

At this point, it might be well to describe communicé-
tion difficulties with Igneada. This small port is located’
in a Turkish military zone, -and consequently private. communi--
cation with ittréﬁ travel .to-1it bY"unéuth°?i2§d}ﬁ§r§st; -

especially forelgners, is prohibited. As: s mabter of fact)




the only means of communicaﬁion, one'whieh, we are informed,
sven the authori%ies must use, is by telegram to_%irklareli,_
b; messenger from Kirklarell to another-town closer to Igneada,
and by tel:phones from that town to Igneada. Thnere are no
rscognize¢ roads leading out from Igneada, and obviously no
transportation by rall.

Wr. Katzkl advisec me of the above from Istanbul in
Ankara on Sunday, August 6, at 10 p.m. 1t was deciced to
take the following steps:

1. To request the Turkish Hinistry of Communications
to telegraph to Captain Mustafa of the B1pbl which, wes had
lsarnec, was in Igneada, instructing him to hold his ship in
that port.

2, To secure svecial permission for several rspresen-
tatives of rescue agencies from Istanbul to proceed to the
scene of rescue in order to offer assistance.

3. To secure psrmission and to arrange means to send
food, mecicines, and other emergency requisites to the scene
for the rescued, The Turkish Red Crescent or the ‘urkish
Army, it was believed, had & post somewhere in the vieinity
of Ignsada.

4. To request that arrangements be made to bring the
passengers from the B#lb#l by train to Istanbul, in order
that they would not be subjected to further rigks in the
dangerous waters of the Black Sea. ’

5. Permission for the Antalya Ageﬁcy to send lorries to
Igneada to remove the peonle from Igneada to Kirklareli.
Aeting for the War Refugee Board, in connectloe with all ef

the above, I offered to defray the expenses.

. Mr. Packer of the American Embassy submltted the above

requests to the Turkish Foreign Office, “and in due course the

captain of the Bﬂlbﬂl received hlS instrh'tiins, permission

TR
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‘was granted for the people to come o%érlaﬁd, and tne Turkish
Foreign Office agreed ;o place the rescue operations exelu-
sively in the hands of the Turkish Red Crescent, which would
assume responsibility for assisting the rsfugees and super-
vige their onward trensportation from Igneada to Istanbul,

During this time, and until the arrival of the Bilbdl
passengers and the survivors of the hefiura on konday, August
14, there was no factual information as to precisely what had
occurred to the mefkura, It was assumed, on the basis of the
unofficial and incomplete information rsceived from tns police
on August 6, that ths sinking had teken place on Suncay,
August 6, and that rescue opsrations were proceeding on that
day. Bfforts to {ind someone in the vicinity of Igneada who
mignt immediately proceec to that town to make a first-hand
investigalion were fruitless,

On honday morning, August 7, representatives of the Antalya
Transportation Agency were cispatched from Istanbul to Igneadas,
as were several lorries with food which originslly had been
purchased to glve to the passengers in Istanbul. The Turkish
Hed Crescent at about that time likewise sent representatives
to Ignsada. Upon the arrival of the Antalya representstives at
"Kirklareli, ths nearest large btown with railroad facilities, it
was discovered thet there were nd roads through thé ﬁills to
Igneada, thus making transportation by truck from Igneada %o
the railroad impossible., Conssquently, 60 or 70 ox-caris were
rounded up and sent to Igneada %o transport the passehgers.A
The trip from Igneada began on Wedneéday, Augusﬁ g, by ox-cart
and forwpart of the way on foot for the men."The people were

"brought to Vize. From Vize they were brqught by tfuck to

Cherkaskoy, and by train from Gherkaskoy to Istanbul, where
the Bilbill passéhgerS'aﬁd the MefkuralgurQiﬁéré;'fiveiPQESQn;

gers andrﬁhréa crew;:éffiiedaon Monday, Aﬁguét,i4; It was




I 'o

only then, when it was possible sp speak to the Mefkura and

od1blll people, that the facts became lnown.

The thres ships, the Morina, Sdlbtll and ] Mefkura, had 1eft

Constanza together on August 3, 1944. They salled under the
auspices of the Humanian Ked Cross. The Morina itself, when
it arrived in the oosphorus, bore indications of having had
red crosses painted on its hull in various places. The thres
ships were escorted through Rumanian waters as far as the Bul-
garian border by what was described to be two Humanian mine-
sweevers, They traveled in single file, first two fefugee
boats, followed by a Rumenian boat, then the third refugee
boat and a Rumanian boat bringing up the rear. Tnis escort
lzft ths refugee boats upon arrival into Bulgarian waters,
thepcaftsr, the three boats sailed on their own, the Morina,
being the swiftsst, first; then the Mefkura, and bringing up
the rear, the Bl1blll, Because of differences in speed, the
ships rapidly drew away from each other. One of the Bdlbil
passengers stated that he saw in the drawer of the captain of
the shin a permit issued by the Germans authorizing the dsnar-
ture of the three boats from Constanza, indicating the route
which the three boats were to follow, and inclcating a time
by wﬁich the voyages had to take place. According to this
passenger, the time-1limit had eipired by ths time the boats
were undsr way. 7

The Mefkura, shortly after midnight, August 4, was
approached by three surface craft described to be about the
length of two railroad cars, eachwith'flat shallow-draft
bottoms, armed with some smaillcanhon and machine-guns. Théys
were alléged to be German boats similar in appearance to boats

which had been sesn in Constanza harbor, and the threé boats

ovened flre on: the Mefkura w1th cannon shot and machine guns.

One of the earlier shots landed 1n the machinery of" the
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Mefkura and the machinery blew up. Th% ship.1tself was set
afire by iﬂcendiary bullets. A large n;mber of passengers !
were wounded on the boat itself through macﬁlne-gun fire;_

Others were caught in the flemes. There were life-preservers

on board, not of very good quality, which some of the passen-

gers donned and went overboard. *he atbacking boats continued

I their machine-gun fire upon the people while they were in the
water. Yhe sea was quite stormy, as a result of which, des-
pite the fact that the passengers nad life-belts, it was
impossible for them to save themselves.

The attack on the Mefkura occurred at about 0030 o'clock
on the morning of Friday, August 4. I'ive passengsrs and
three of th= crew were rescued. <‘he five passengers included
a Rumanian girl, by the name of Herta Welss; a Hungarian
couple by the name of Phlllip; and two Polish men, Bank and -
Axelrod. lirs. Phillip is a pregnant woman., <%he members of
the crew who saved themselves included the captain.

Lhe Bl1bfll at that time was some distance away from the P
! mefiura and it was not until towards day-brebk that the sur-
vivors could be seen in the water and brought aboard. The
Phillips, for example, were in the water for over four hours.
(Upon their arrival in lstanbul the two Polish survivors were : ) !
taken to Balat hospital, one suffering from burns on his
body, the other with a leg injury. *he other three remained
with the SUlbdl group.) '

The BHlb#ll had also received a signal to stop, esarly in

i i the morning of August 4. It hove to when approached, some

say by two, others say by three armed boats. Y‘he Turkish
crew of the Bilbldl, with the exception of the captain, immed-

itately left the ship in-a life-boat., The captain himself was

advised by the passengers mnot to try tOftake'siﬁilgp acfibn{

il’,lt;

The armed boabs appgpaéhed the Bilbdl, éqmé—sgy'térﬁ b

30 meters awey, .others say 200 meters. The captain told the




passengers to keep below decks?'and éoisted the flag of a
~ Turkish cargo—ca;rier. After a sho™t while the demed boats -
departec as suddenly as thsy had coms.

The Bllbdl came within about 300 meters of the Black
Sea antrance of the Bosphorus on Saturday, #ugust 5, toward
zvening. Bascause of rough weather, it turned up tne Turkish
coast in order to finc a sheltsred anchorage. It was now
apparent that the Mefiura survivors were already on board
the Bdlbll when it arrived at the entrance of the Bosphorus,

(*his corrected the impresssion that the sinking took place

on Sunday, August 6, nsar Igneada,)

Gonclusions

At my suggestion, a special meseting was held in the
office of the War Refugee Board, Istanbul on sugust 23, for
the purnoss of zaxamlning the captains of the Mefiura and Eﬂl;
bdl. There wer2 pressnt during the entire examination kr.
nerbzrt Katzkl of the War HRefugee Board, and kr. Ch. Barlas
of the Jewish Agency; and for part of the time, NMessrs. Charles
Passman and Reuﬁen tesnik of the Joint Distribution Committee
and Moshe Averbuch of the Jewish #gency. The inquiry was con-
ducted through an interpreter. o

As both captains had besn examined-previously, the ques-
tioning was desipned (1) to establish the creditability of the
version of the sinking as given by the Mefkura captain; (2) to
clarify certain points which sesmed to be questionable.

The object, from the point of view of the War Refugee
Boardé, was to determine as ﬁsarly as poésible the circumsﬂances
leading to the disaster, and whe?her or not the disaster was
avoidable. This was designed for purposés'of formuléting its
own policy as to the feasibility in principle ofifurther sea~
trensportation for réscue work. EOtheriméﬁtéfs, réla%ing to
the safety provisions for paésengérs aﬁd:ﬁhéicrgahizatidn'of
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the voyages, were not the subject of the présent inquiry.

The captain of the ﬁefkura was requested to repeat the
history of the voyage of his vessel from the time of ita
departure from Constanza up to the moment of his rescue by
the “H1blll. He had related this on a previous occasion, when
the War Refugee Board was noé represented, but wnich had
subsequently been reported to the Board. In summary, and

without entering into particulars, the version now glven

varied from the first, and from the reports made by surviving

lieflkura passengers, on so many fundamental details as to

c¢rzate doubt regarding the creditaebility of important elemesnts
of the Meficura captain's report. The impression gained by

fr. Katziki from tnis examination was that the captain probably
lost his head during the incident, and while one cannot ascer-
tain the extent to which his acts or failure to act were a
contributory cause to the sinking, we are not at all convinced,
based upon the ceptain's conflicting testimony and that which
the survivors reported, that the disaster was unavoidable,

Respectfully submitted,

, A\ Hirschmann
peclihl Attache

September 14, 1944




Y Exhibit (a)
R R iFORT

ON THy SINKING OF TaE M/V "MHFKUR&“.

The m/v "MSPKURZ" was reported to heve been sunk in the
Black Ses on August 5, 1944, betwsen Achtapoll end Igheada,
at a point variocusly ostimated batween 7 and 15 miles off the
coast, with roughly 320 passengsrs on board. UThis repert is
belng preparad by a commisslon of three persons designatod by
agonciesn mteresged in the rescue of Jews from occupied arsass

Mr., Chaim Barlas, Jawlish Agency for Palestine
i Istanbul
Hr. 3aul Meyerov, Hombor of the Palestine Rascue

Committae, Istenbul
and My, Reuben B, Resnik, Americen Joint Distributlon
Gommittes, Istanbul °

The report 13 to be made avellable to the interested organiza=-
tions and Government ageneles concernsd With this mattor.

1 ‘I’BE VE SEL'

he RE" a wooden motor~caique of- 120 tons (40
registerad net tonn) was built in 1929 with a motor of 75 HP,
It 1s cleimed that 1ts motor was chenged about thrse years sgo.
It 1s reglstersd in the port of Istanbul under No. 684 end in
" the pert of $1le under ¥o, 127. It 15 steted that 1ts motor
was exeminsd on June £1, 1943 &nd that permiseion for navigation
was offegbtive untll June 21, 1944, I ia slso reported that the
"HEFKURE"Y left Turkish watera on Hay 13, 1944,

2) THS CAPTAIN:
& bost was Oparated by KAZIE TURAN. Captai.ni, and & crgz
1 ;3.9

maritime gervice aus an ordinary
"y E‘IE'?'URE” 19 1953; 1954; 1936 and 939 as:
g, 1¢

&




. W

master of Constenie and were given the sgilingrorders, a cepy
of whioch 1s sppended to this report, The "MEFKURE" end YBULBUL"
folbwed a ecourse set by the "HORINA" but lost the "MORINA™
somaetime during the seeond day bacause of the latter's faster
spaed.

Abgaerd the "HORINA" wes a pilot ordered there by the
fumenisn navel euthorities, and the Csptain of tho "MEFKURE"
cleims that on his boat were two Rumanian petty-officers. The
Ceptain of the "MEFHURE" elaims that the PHORINAY left the har-
bour fiprst, the "BULBUL" seecond, end the "HZFKURE" third. All
boats salled at what he estimated to be spproxiuataly & knots
on & north-sasterly courss,

After being out one hour motor trouble developed an the
"MEFKURZ" but the boat was not delayed since 1t was towed by
one of the throe Rumanign motor torpedo boats whioh wore desig~
neted to escort the three motor-ships to Bulparian waters, The
repalrs on the motor wers completsd within one hour,

The captain of the "HEFKURE™ olgims that the bost continued
to sall unevenbtfully t11l 5 a.m. of the morning of August 4,
1944, when they sighted a black objoct sbout 300 mstras off tho
storn of the m/s "HIFKUR:", One of the Rumanisn seilors idenw~
t1fled this as a Germen petrol boat, A% dawn, the Rumanisn naval
msn eboard the "BIFRURE" end the other boats wers taken off by
the Rumanian motor torpedo bboatss The eaptain of thHe "HIFKURE"
oleims that ho continued to follow the ¢oursc set By the "HORINA";
hs continued to £6llow that course even when- the mpon rose.

The esptain of the "MSFKURE" eélaims thet on August 5, 1944
at 1:10 Rumanien time (2110 Turkish %ims), He observed a rooket
explodo sbove the mast of the THEFKURE", (A1} ths survivors
agree that when the rocket exploded; it was betweon 12130 and
12:35 Constanfs timo). After he detormined: thef the rocket wes
not fired from his own boaf, the eeptein of tho "MEFKURE" ek fms
in & report submitted (copy of whieh iz attached heroto) that he
ordsred a stop aignel holated end that he 'stopped his motor -

! irmadiately. .According to provious intorviews it is not elear
: [:1:] tc—whathei;hg ‘indica L3 3

ted by signals or otherwlse that hs hed
08 b9, end the

rod navigasion
roaket waa fived
put on iife .
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black object behind the "HiIFKULZ" commenced to fire, The

first shell foll into the scea sbout 15 meters from the stern

of the boat to the atarboard side, the seeond shot was fired
closer to the boat,but did not strike the boaty the third

shot firsd immediately afterwards struck tho boat on the stare

board side and coussd considsrabls demage of ths points where

it strucke, Some of the survivors claelm that the boat was struck
near the caeptain’s cabin and that the bost begen to burn immede
iately after 1% was styugks. Thors 1s sgreement that immediately

- after the gun-firs, mechine-gunning began eand that the larger
gun~fire continued, ceauping more demage to the boal end inereas-
ing the blage. %ho British Naval expert identified tha larger
gun-fire es coming from s 20 m/m autometic canmon using the
sxplosive type of missile, (Attached hersto 1s copy of a repvort
of the British Keval Sxpert, loaned to the inquiry committes

the British Naval Attache in Istasnbul,) It 1s claimed thaet the
firing continued for roughly fifteen mimites end that the ship

was elmost eontirely ablage shortly after the first feow shpts
wore fired,

The attpcking vessels were identified by the t}ritish Haval
oxparts a8 submarines snd some of the survivors think that they
might have been p atrol vessels about thirbty metres length, The
eaptain ldentifled tho attecking voats ss submarines,

It 1a claimed thet the gun~flre asontinued at ‘a violent
rete and that the maehine—guming was even almed ot poople whe
had junped overboard.

Two of the members of the cerew wers killsd by mashine
gun~-fire, The ceptain and the repaining four membsrs of the
erew left the "ME‘&‘ KURE" in the only lifeo+boat aviilablo, and
remained thore until the cabptein thought that. tho dinghy would
be stiacksd by gv.n-fire. :

It 48 wvariously eatimatea that between ferty and sixty
persons jumpsd overbosrd and that the remainiug pasgengers on
the "MIFKUREY lost thelr lives ¢ithor by being ‘burned to daath
or heving gone down with tho shipy.

It is estimated thal the PUFRURE" rsmained above 868 m
a burning condi.tion betwasn ‘20 and 50 minntes. :

B&oat- bf those who 3umped owsrboard drmmed before they had
gons yory.fari  sboub tweniy to thirty of those who were in the
. Bea z’emai.ned t\hera for abeut four=five hours, - Of that group-
: s YBULBUL" sbout. 4330 opr 4345 Beis
a mese wh esae glong with them part of ti
3 he SBULBULY by currants on e rafter
RE@KBBE PO
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All of the survivors claim that the bomt was overcrowdsd
and that there was & limited agresses from the bost, Another
aifficulty was tho leck of means of communlcation botwason the
passengers and the esptaln and the orew, slnce the latter two

could not apeek aeny of the slx or seven langusges spoken by
the pessengors.

In this conneection, a representativs on bohalf of a group
arranging for the movement of the vossela handling refugee
traffle, Indicates that instructions were given to thelr PEPTaw
sentative in Constanfa mot to overload the vessels. The pressge
ure of demends on the part of the refugess, it was reported to
him from Oonstanpe, made it nesessary to scecomodate more than
was originally intended,

The attecking vessels were not clearly identified by eny
of the survivors; all agre: that thers were three, end some
claim that gun-fire osme from all of thems Two of the survivors
claim that the boabts wers Germen. All of the survivors olaim
that the thrse boats wers photographed by Gormsn navel author-
ities at the time they left Constenga.

4) SURVIVORS
here were B survivorss

1 ~ Joseph Axelrad, aged 33,
a8 native of ESnletin, Foland,
who reseived burns end other tnjuries,

2 - Joseph benk, sged 38,
from Kolomsa, Poland, '
who also received burns end injuries,

3 - Hilde Wurmbrand, aged 23,
a native of Rumentia,
uninfursd and e poor swiwmer,

4 - Ledlslav Plilop, aged 22,
- a neblva of Hungary,
hs was ons time @ well known amateur swimwmer,

his wife @

6 - Veronika Vera Fillop, eged 18
who wes 9 months pregnent, and .
who is now in Igtanbul expecting her ehild,

All the survivors reached ths m/8 "BULBUL" st woughly 4:45 a,m.
on Migugt By 1944, . After boapding the "BULB Ty thoy sailed
with 1t-untll the mouth of the Bosphorus whers heavy weath
‘provented its entrange, and the "BULBUL" rsturned: o Ign




-

on August 6, 1944, where all the passengors ware disembarked
and then taken overlend to Istenbul, wherse they arrived on

August 14, 1944,

5) CONCLUSIONS:
a) Fects ao not clearly indicabe whether the
1y FURE" was sunk as & result of a deliberste attack or as

a result of the negligence of the ceptain in failing to
a signal from a patrolling ship.

b) A British navel oxpert, on the basis of interviews
with the eeptain, ocomss to the following conclusiont .

",... All evidence shows that "MAFRURE" was sunk on
August B, 1944 about 13130 local time, sbout twonty-
five miles N.E., of Igneada by gunfire from ons or
two (or possibly thres) submaerines on the surface.
The gun ussd was probebly e 20 m/m automatic csnnon
with explosive missils,

it 1s evident that the skipper of "MSFAURE" lost
his hoad snd sbendonsd ship at the first hit; his
statement vhet he received no warning 18 therefors
discountsod in view 6f the statements of

1) tho captain of the "BULBUL" (a steady wif~
ness) thét he saw a red rocket fired on his
starboard bow &t sbout 221350 a% approximatoly
the point where "HEFIUBZ" was at the tlme.

2) othar survivors of the "BEFKURZ" who stabe
that the enomy vessel made lemp signals in
the Girection of the ship; and fired a ved
rooket sems :

We could nob ostablish bhe ldentity of the attacking vesgels,
although some of the survivors ars willing to stete that the
vesssls wore Ceormen, - o7

¢) It is clear that the "WEFKURE" was ovaverowded,

| a) It 1 olesr that the céptain absndoned the ship
before all passengers were given the gpportunity to leavs o
bafore ho mads efforte te‘proviée:fag:bheigﬁsafetyivz e

and fato ewalting refugess in enemy -
5-0f grrenging transports
irsumstances beyond the
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Deutsche Krilegsmarine 0. U,, den 3. August 1944

BESCHEINIGUNG

Der tlirk., Hot~Segler " o r 1 n a" darf sur esinmaligen
Fghrt von Punkt 43 Grad 43 Hin., Hord, 29 Grad 08 Min, Ust
das frele Seegeblst zum Bosporus befahren. Lie oben sngegebene
Laenge (29 Grad 08 Min., Ost) darf unter der Gefshr der
Voraeniung oder Aufbringung nicht nach Yesten bersehritten
werden, Auslsuftag 3.8.44. Dlose Beschsinigung hat mit dem -
BeBe44 um 24.00 Ubr ihre Gliltigkelt varloreﬂ.

Kapitaenleutnant (S)




Istenbul, 22.8,1044,
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Exhibit (e)
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Report
of British Naval iéxpert
made available by British Naval Attache,

1. Further interrogation of the captain of "MEFKURE"
and "BULBUL" took place today.

2. All evidence shows that "MEFRURE" was sunk on August 5th
about 1,50 local time, about 25 miles N.&. of Igneadas,

by gunfire from one or two (or poselbly three) submarinss

on tho surfacs, The gun ussd wes probably e 20 m/m automatie

cannon with explosive missile,

3., It is evideont that the skipper of "HEFRURE" lost his

head and abandoned ship at the £irst hit; hils state~
ment that he recelved no warning is thorefore discounted
in view of the stetements of

a) the captain of the PBULBUL" (e steady witness)
that ho saw a red rochket fired on his star-
boprd bow &t about 22:30 at approximately the
point where "HEKUREY was at the time.

b) othor survivors of the "MEPKURE™ wno stete that z
the enemy vossol mede lemp signals in the diree- j
tion of the ship, and fired @ red rocket,

4, According to tho eaptain of the "MEPRUREY that attacking
vetigel ceme up from sdasterny firing as she came, padsed
by the stationary vessel to starboard, stillifiring, angd"
ecrossed shead of her, Fire was thon opened on: the dinghy, ;
in whioch were the gsptain snd orew of the vesasl,s They . -
prampt%‘y jumped out, and the dinghy was hit three times end !
asmashed, : -
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Sayl 1533/7759/98225 8/9/943

AGCELE
SURZT

16 Beynelmilsl iparetler konundaki (V,C,A) gurubunum
Inglitere hilklimetl tarafindan.

(Durunuz. Filike meyne etmeyiniz, Geminizi batirmayiniz,.
Telslz kullenmmayiniz, Itaat otmezseniz atep agacagim manasinda
kullenelecegl Inglitere bliyflk 1p11liginin 1s'arine atfen
Harielye Vekalotinden bildirilmistir, -

Keyfiyetin denizoilere 1lani rica sderim,

| HONAKALAT VEKILI N.

Cople
' fade intornationel des signgux, Communication de la

part du gouvernement Br;t.aniqﬁe:

Los signaux (W,0,A) sigxifsénm Stopezs Ne descendesz
pas de ohaloupe, Ne soulsw pas votrs nevire. N'utilisez pas
votre TyS.F, S1 vous nfobeissesn péé nous férona' feu, Commmni~
eation falte par l'ﬁmbassade Britaniqua par voie de notra
Ministere des - Aﬂ‘, Mx’angeres;

‘Priere da- cammniquer aux,mnianx maritimss,
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I, as oaptein of the motor-achooner "Heflure”, of 40
rogister tons, entered at Istanbul herbour under number 684
and roglatered under nmumber 127 at the port of $ils, delivey
the follow!.n% report on an atbaek from an unknmown submarine
which took place betwaen Antspoll and Ignesda:

August 35, 1044, at 8430 paite, the motoy~boats, "Horina",
"Eﬁlbﬂl", and "Meflmroe", the latter under my commsnd, salled
from the port of Gonatanza. Befove welghing anchor the csmptains
of 411 three motor-boats, were ordered to .wisit the harbour
mastor of Constenza, who told us that geiling orders would be :
given to us by a captain who would sell with us on the Morina,
and that in omse we d1d not kesp to these orders, he would not
be responsible for the consoguenceoss

. The “Horina" ghead, the "Biivdr’ sscond, and I sb the rear,;
seilsd at epproximately 5 lmots on & north-easterly eourse, g
Aftor fiftesn minutes we detescted a minor engine trouble, which
we repaired within an hour, bub diring this tims we did not lag
behind, Ono of the Bumanien mokor-torpedo. boats, which I forgot
to mantion ebeve, took wus into tnw! m bhat we ‘wera nef. left
behind the obher two boats,

Thus wa kept. seiling untll: 6. a.m. with ue: and our comradss
were a fumenisn mon-somifasionsd offiper, &nd thres Humanian -
privatess Goming on- deck aftsr ropairing the ongine, I saw a
black ohjcot at & distarss of 500 meters from our stern, Asking
the Rumanien offiger mbout it, he told me thet this was "Lems”
1s:0, Gormen, snd that 1%t was patrolling )
offieer and privates 1a d 1ifesbalts on, en : tys

1 gave orders to my orsw and padaengers thai they should be ready :
to put on the soia at any moment, B dawn the Rtm 3.__ o:t!.aér , I
aﬁg the privat.es‘ smharked on tha | wn 35 > ol :




.whether they wers all.rights OB sesing that the 1ifs~boal bad not

‘boat) agein opened cennon snd wachine~gunwfire, . 1% sank the 1ifs-
‘boab end pessed botwoen the burning wragk end the 1ife-boat at d'

P

interproters and signs. At 2,15 shaerp the objeot bohind us
started firing, The first shell fell into the sea 15 m from
our stern, to starboard; the sscond ons &dvencing neereor, the
third hitting our ship to starboard end pileces of wood flew up.
At the seme moment, gum, and mechlne-~gun bombardment started.

I at once oxrdersd my crew to lewer the life-bomt, and told the
rost to assemble end ebandon ship. 1t 18 untrue that I wasted
even a second, but the firing contimred violently and the mach~-
ine-gun-fire confused us entirely. I sew that part of my orew
had jumped into the water, boarded the life-boat, aund I, too, -
jumped into the water, boarded the boat that was elongaide the
ship, and ocut the ropes by whioh 1t was attechad, with a imifs,
At the same time I looked evevgﬁhera for my shipmates Kemal and
Hasan who were not among usj called out to them to joln us,
but they did not appsar,

Sines it was understood that they hed beon wounded sither by . 4
shells or by the rain of machine-gun~fire, end therefore left
behind, and that 1f we tarriesd any longer to £ind out about them,
we also would succuumb to & similar fate; 8o we took off from ths
ship at oncs. Wheon we were sbout 20 to 25 m, from the drop ladder,
1 sew that thé fipe hed cegssd, whereupon I told my crew thet the
enomy would change their target. I ordsred them to undress, jump
irb the ses, and scabteyr, I myself jumped into the water from
the starboard-side of thélife~boet and found myself submerged
bafore I hed gone five msters, but wlthin a segond the waves
bhurled me to the surface sgein., Upon oxaminabion I found that I
was without wounds. Trying t6 rebonrd-the life-boat I saw thet a
sepond shell was aimed at.our life~boat, aund machinegun~fire
started at the same time, Twisting round the bow of the life~boat,
I swem gway end saw that tho firing submarine had not dived but
waa shooting at our ship, aiming &t the wabereline, Flve mimites
hed passed before our shilp, flying ths Turkish flap, senk. Re-
approach! the lifewboat I say that it hed been hit in- three.
places, but had not sunk, so I brought baesk to it an oar which was
floating about fifteen metors sways HNow the submarine left the ]
place from which she had firsd passing the:side of the buralng :
wreck st a distange of 50 m and wont .on about 100 shead of hor.
I ab onoe Yefh the boat end Swam to my.five shipmetes to £ind out ;

Sunit,. the -aubnarins  (H00 m- awey from us bnd 200w from the life-

£ 150 m from uSy -As: 1t passed -us, I tould gee elesarly -
8 tuwo poople on desliy: one efty oRo porson’ £
erot .
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boen given, Ve were now at the bow of our life~boat whlch was
floating in a submerged state, then ‘five of my shipmates boarded
"1t, end I clung to its ralling neked, az God hed made mae, As I
Jnew thet all thrss motorboats had selled in each others wake,

and in my firm belief that Allah never failed ln his miracles, I
was convinged thet the Bllblll, which was behind us would pass us
elther BOO meters to starboard or port. I comforted my comrades
to the best of my ability by saying to eash of them words that
wors meant to raise thelr spirita. uventually I waw that the
submarine was again approaching us and as before, I told my orew
to jubp into the waters After I had stayed in the water for five
minutea the submarine withdrew and we reoturned, After some two
hours wa heard the engines of & motor which provedé to be the
*5ii1pil1". She stopped about 700~800 m awey from us, snd I thought
thet her stopping wes due elther to her sseing us or the wreck,
but yet egain she sterted her engines and ageln epproached another
500 m. The wind was favorsble for her approachs -

When we hed ateyed by the 1life~boat enother 10 to 15 minutes
I told my crew thust we should not expest that the "Blibul" was
aware of what had heppened and would approaech us. 30 1 swem to
the Blliblll to tell them that they should stag where they were and
I would, after boapding her, heve shipmates rought on bosrd.
They sgreed end I jumped 1nto the water and swam to the far~off
boat shouting. On seeing me the grew and passengors beceme oven
more exolted. They brought my shipmates from the 1ife-boat,
pulled two Jewishipmigrents (whom I knew to be husband end wife)
out of the water snd reseusd two men end a girl who werse hanging
ontc a floating boom. Around us we could ses nothing cxcept a
fow pleces of wreskage from our Ship. About 4 p,.m. wo spprosched
tho Bosphorns but could not entér because of the unfavorable
weether, congecuently we wors obliged to taka refuge at Igneada
wWhere we enchored on the efternoon of August 6. I applied to the
Distriet Offtcinl and to the Gendarmery ehlef, reforring to the
presence of & “oustody-official" on my boat, end -asked for permis~
sion to go ashore in.erder %o reliovy to:g sertain sextent, the
enxiety thet wes bourkg to have srisen in Igtenbul and other places
concerning our fates - . '

But. T wes told that it was strletly forbidden for these Jews '
who were in transit, to go ashore at eny time or place, send that-
sineo I balonged %o that Jewlsh transporis thorefore my going -

ashore .wes completely out of the gquestion. L .

! Aftor vecoiving orders from the Ninletry that the Jows might

" go ashors and should be trensported by lend to ‘Istenbul, I end my
shipmated were, of course, #1la0 permitiod. to lend. ~Then on
#ugust 9, we wers on our wsy from Limenk8y to Ignoada, tho Key-

mlem (adninistrative hoad) of Vizo, who#ia neme-I-did not know,

same, to superintend. our tren
s wlbh. ps . ¥o ‘gtbt'

sportetion.  After gresting the
nd politeness, he presented us as-the
re"" o the dootor of Demirkdy.
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keymakam was entrusbed with the transport of the Jows. The

next day I told the kaymakem that we, too, had gone through

this disaster, and asked him to give us 8ll help possglble by
supplyling ue with a oarriege with which we could go to Vige.

But I was told that tnis was impossible, Demanding a second time,
I ssked whether he was preferring these travellsrs to us in our
plights they wore Jewlsh emigrants and, as such our guestsj but
we, not only children of this ecountry, having shared the seme
fate but gone through things a thousand bimes worse than they.
Upon this he enswered that he hed no means of traansport for us
on that day and that we would have to stend back bessuse of them.

While the keymekam went on horssback to Vize after having
told me that I was frase to go to Isteanbul by whatever means I
1ikked, District 0fficial and Gendermory Commandsr ordered me to
be teken into eustody and to be brought to Iatsnbul under gene
darmery supervision. All beceusse I was responsible for the death
of 300 passengers and two of my erow. ’

I fezl relieved in being sble to place before your Zxeellency
for your judgement, the troatment thet is levied by Turkish offi-
ocials to the children of thils country. Ve have gone through dis-
aster during which we faced death:gt overy moment, I can leave it
to your Exeelleney to understand thet I have not willingly brought
about this ovent and to decide if such terribls things eould be
purposely brougnht about on human belngs.

Under the order of the keymakam we stayed for thres days,
hungry, unsheltored, at such e lonely place as Igneada. Thon
Er, Haydar Dog, one of the notabllitles of Igneade known all aver
dhe world, 4id his uttefmost to extend to.me &ll possible help,
scbing like a fathers He phoned to the Vali of Kirklarell, Hr.
Kezim explaining the situation in all its detalls and succeoded
in getting us free, On horseback snd mules, for which I had to
‘pay myaelf, we errived st Vize from where we moved on in the
morning of August 14, and errived ab Sirkeel Station at 7:45
psis Todey when delivering to your Ezealloney this report, es is
my dutys I request, at the same time, thet moasures should be taken
at negessary quarters to prevent sueh simpller troatment as I and
my shipmates had to undergo during thils misfortune, o

Gaptain of the 40 tons motor-
gchoonery "Mefikilre”, belonging
. to the port of Fils :

. Keeim Turan
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" The Committee appeinted by the Rescue Hostza
resident in Istanbul to determine the naturse and sauges
of the sinking of the m/s "Hefkure" makes the i‘oilowing
Mteriuﬁ roport on the basia of 1nt;ox'vuéa with all the
5 survivors of the ship: ‘
That on or sbout 12,30 a.m,, August 5th, the m/s
"Mefkurs" was attacked by & boat or boats with misgella-
neous gun~fire as & result of 'whioch the n/s "Heflure" was
Bunk,

S

Fupther investigations are procceding and all

factz are being fully explored. In due eourse the £inal
repert will be submitted,

" This interimereport has the unanimous concurrence
of all: membera of the Commlttea, - o ¥

. Istanbul 16/8/1944 ' |
Chy Barles

‘8, Mayerov

Reuben B, Resnik .




Exhibit (f)

Gopy of trenalation of letter from one of the survivors of the
Hefkura, and addressed to Mr. Reuben Resnik of American Joint

Distribution Gommittee, Zstanbul, Turkey.

My dear friends

don't mind for this addressing, and you, my imknown brother,
who 18 going to translate these lines, don't be surprised ab,
don't consider it as a Middle or South East Europesn sentimentalism,
but do understend, that he was the first man whom I have spoken to
frenkly after six months of suffering, effort and hiding and he
wen the first msn, who made me relste our little tragedy, between
so many g:geaﬁ Jewish tragedies, It is about the "Meflure” end:-
now I wonr't keep time any mors and I'11l start in medle res,

We caught sight of the thres little ships at Censtanza on the

2nd of August, but I must tell, it was a fenrinl feeling, bscause
I foupd inconceivable, that such 11ttle phaky baves could master
the waves of the ses, But let's drop the metter of e¢ritiolom,

We were delighted even of that, because when I escaped from
Fungsry, 1 got away from the sure death, therefore I had nothing
to lose, We left ab ' o¥elopk in the evening, The “"Heflure”
has taken the lead, behind 1t the "Bulbul" and in tho last place
the "Morina", Besides ths crew of the ship a Roumanien officer
and s setlowr, who sgcompenied us as far as Varne, wers on the
deck of the ships Round of us Some’ Rumsnisn-vedettes following
us 8s long A8 we were on Houmnnlen water; Coming to fne opon
see the "Morina® left us behind end looking bsekwards, we did not
seo the "Bulbul® either, Tovards dewn I wae sea slok, I was
lying the whole day on the decky. My wife, who wes p egnent the
oth month, w»= now, during I am writing these 1ines, the dootors
are busy: we ave waitlng for-the bearing in minutes ~ ~ was lying
with hep mother snd my 1ittle brother im law in the c¢abin of the
eaptain. On Friday gvening I was adking the firast Offlicer ~'=
his neme was Hesem, poor manm, he algo porished there =~ '~ when
will we get to Istenbuls He looked wp to-the sky end saldy 7411ah", -

It was just midnight, when I looked at my wateh ‘for the last time, -
Soon: T heard a detonabion and saw a ved rosket diasolving above

ny ‘heads We did-no y what it was, but we even could nob
meditate to ) 186 may be 2 minutes after the - .
elattoping of hine: go - I-run Lo .
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the eabin 1s full of gunpowdér, the atmospheric pressure mokes

us ghudder, my little brother in law cries #louds "a hole 1s

in the floap", my wife rushed cut of the eabin, so did I and
gumpad into the ses, While running we shouted to the famil;

coms, come do not remain®, Emerging from the sea and loo

up to the ship, keeping on shouting "come, come", o flawe

comes to the front from the cebin, The machins exploded underneath
it, My mother in law, my little brother in law perished in‘that .
place, I took off my shoes in the sea, we atripped ourselvss
naked, They ® ntinuously fired the ehip, we swam Férsp awny,
This dreadful spestecle, which appearsd %hﬁn to our view, we'll
never forget in our life.

Three sghips surrounded our little, miserable baro, the top of

which was alresdy burning. The not even humen crles of our =
unfortunate, hopeless brothers on the front of the deck, the

souds of the permanent firs of machine guns were to be heard..

Cne of the ship goes quite near %o the stem of the ship and keeps
firings The vhole ship is already on fire. Its mast breaks

into flames and the fire 1lluminates the leg, marked with the

red oross,

The waves dragged us awey fyrom the proximity of the ship and we

saw glwags Jls8s and,losss Finelly only points remeined from the
"Mefhure", The ses brought volces from everywhers: "Hilfe, segitseg,
ama Jisroel, eja ddver, tov Clenum, bisd arcem” and I with my

wife tried tomiintain ourseélves side by side,

Shortly we eaught a glimse of a swimming head, Ib was a young
‘man, 8 Slevaquian rafugee; named Jeremis, He also recognlzed ns,
we gwam side by side, and discussad stuttering, what we could do.
He had & Xnife, which ho pressed havrd in his hend, 43 we bhad -
no 1lifebelts, we sterted to search after sorpses, / we found
plenty of them/ snd cub the 1ifebelts off, which were good at
Jeaat to kebp warm, because the asa was yery very cold. S¢ came
the night slowly Lo an end, . Wé agreed shouid we not be able to : i
stend the sen any longer; we'll open our weins, hecsuss for a :
person, who knows how to swim, the most horrible death ia to got

drowned for en sbsclute exhaustiem, - . .
ught sight at onse of a
¥y wife who 1s very
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waeiting for the bost, which we were supposed to bring for hinm,
After a miserable guarter or half an hour we reached the ship.
We wore drawn upstairs, but they refused sending a boat for
anybody, though there were at least 10 to 15 persons more, gwim-
ming in the proximlty of 200 moters. They were frightened for
the three ahips had atopped them too, only they did not fire on
them, 8o they were not willing to remain od this plece, Ve
woeped and crled desparately on the ship, but partly bscause of
the panie, partly because nobody spoke Turkish, / the crew did
not lmow but Turkish/ we were not able to atEain our object in
anything. We could not:make understand what wo wanted. Besides
that strong waves came Into being and the dark points, which
wers probably living or desd persons, diseppesared from the horizon,
Recovering oitr senses 1 asked how many persons were saved out of
the seos, I came to lmow only then the sad reslity, that we are
altogether & Jews, saved out of 3250 unfortunste brothers,.

To da¥ woe are alraeady rather guiet, for the humsn belng can
forget- every shudder and bepsuse, after all I am walting in e
heppy excitement for the birth of my boy or glrl, vho I guess,
will be a-chempion of swimming, &s he swam during 4 hours and
o half in the gea, 10 to 12 daya before his birth, .

Brothew, don't mind my illegible writing and excuse also mz
confugsed gentenvcess I feel aghemed to confess, that I finished

my studies as & lawyer and that I have written once, long ago,
the short Sunday siories in the paper "Tiszentul” in Debrecen,

Ladisloev Fuelap
September 5, 1944

(Translated from the Hungarien)
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. Istanbul, August 31, 1944

Dear Sir:

1.) Concerns the shipwreck of the Turkish boat "Moflkure."

I am bringing to your knowiedgg the information which I
have been able to obtain from the itish Embassy relative to
the catastrophe of the Turkish boat "Mefkure", the boabt. which
was transporting Jewlsh refugees from Constanza to Istanbul,

- Three ships, as you know already, left Constenze in the
followlng order: the Morina, the Bilblil and the Mefkure. The
two latter vessels followed each other closelys In the middle
of the night the "BU1bll" received an order to stop; this order
was given by three small armed surface bWoatse. The commander of
the"BU1bU1" obeyed at once; the three surface boats reﬁarded it
and then went away. Shortly afterwards, the "Mefkure" received
the same order from these three ships which appeared suddenly,
The captain of the "Mefkure" seemed to have lost his presence
of mind, because instead of obeying, he tried to escapes
Imiedlately the patrol boats opened fire with light cannon, which
after having caused some destruction, set the boat afire, It is
noteworthy that this occurrence took place during a moonless night
and in a heavy sea.

I am not repeating to you the details relative to the number
of refugees and other circumstances whiech you alreadyfkgow.

2.) Departure from Hayderpaga of the'JéWish refqgeee for Palestine,

I was present on Tuesday, the 15th of- August 1944, at the
departure of the 381 Jewlsh refugees who had. arrived An- Istanbul
upon the Turkish boats "Morina' and "BUlblil", plis 4 of- he 6
survivors of the ship "Mefkure',. At 10i30: the. refugees were' gathered
together in one of the waiting rooms at ‘Haydsrpages . The: epecial
train which took them to Palestine was at’ the stationj i
composed of six coaches, third ¢lass: but- confortable; and in which
all the refugees were easily able to.find placés,  The :Turkish :
police head. organized protection which up until. “the departure of .
the refugees was not rélaxed, At 10:45 the b
left. the.walting room and ‘took t@ﬁir places
This was not accomplished with/88Me orying

C festablished, thanks -to
and the understandin of the Turkish: C
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The refugees did not appear unhappy, and many appeared
gsatisfied with their stay in Istanbul, The 111 and the
wounded alone will remain in Turkey at the Israelite Hoaspital
until their complete recovery.

In conclusion, 1t was the spiritaf helpfulness of the
Jews and the action of the Israelite Committee, in favor of
their co-religlonists, which struck e the most forcefully,
and I believe we will never have any orgsnization diffliculties
in the case of new trensports, and the Jewlsh chariteble
socleties will be .in a position to undertake no matter what task
of this nature, '

Please accept, Dear Sir, the assurance of my warmest regards.

Anmexes: 2 regus,
' 1 note de frais
Ltqs 205.~, solde des
montants regus.
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Iataribul, Avgust 84, 1944

- Dear Mp, Peliles

The enclosed olipping from "La Turquie” of
Augnst 23, 1944 relates t0 the recent steps taken
by the Turkish Government in oonnestion with their
disposal of the vemaining Germén netionsls in .
‘Turkeyes The sibtuetion connested with individuals
. who were ordersd to retwrn to Germany égainst their %
will seems to have cleared at this writing. The :
internment of the remaining 500 Germans, we ars . )
informed, 1s the lsat step thet the Turkish Govern~ .
ment is taking in conneotlon with this problem _
unless theére Bre some new davelopments therein, . -
I am sendmg this information by pouch inasmuch as
1t did riot seem to wavysnt a telegram, and in order
to make ths resord: ompleté,

You will also be interested 1n the enelosed

slipping eovering your statement of August 22
sonnected with the Weflku#a sinkings It is interesting
to see the way & story originating from Istanbul
goes half way 8sross the world and back and still
retains 15 froshness, You ¢sn &lso sse how importantly

o story from the War Refnsee Boa ‘f»lu treated In these
parts- : o

Qordxany }Teura, o

G Y Hirachmann
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Isteanbul, Septembey ° , 1044

Dony lpr, Barlass

Thank you for your letter of September 10 :
in which you have included a report of the commlssion "
set up on behalf of the rescue committees in Istanbul '
on the sinking of the 5,8, Meflura,

Ve are considering the inclusion of a eopy of
this report in my ovn report which will be submitted
to the War Refugee Board in VWasghlngton.

CGordially yours,

I. Ay Hirechmenn
8pocial Abttache

Mr, Chaim Earlas
Mislr Apartments
Istanbul

IAHsBiVH
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IQWEMENT “  INCOMING DIVISION OF
% TELEGRAM COMMUNICATIONS

cbm//&”’ STATE . y AJ AND RECORDS

X
GEK-11 Lisbon
This btElegram must be M
i ~ Dated Septx-:mbr.r 5, 19

paraphrased before being

communicated to anyont

other than a Government Rec'd 1:05 p.m.
Agency. { ‘

ey e A PR

Secretary of State,

Washington.

2739, September 5, noon
X L
WRB 1'78 JDC 64, FOR LEAVITT FROM PILPEL,

Following telegram received from REsnlk-
—
{?). For Joseph Schwartz jolnt fuhd Lisbon from RESnlk.

e

MEFKURE .carried 320 persons only 5 of whom survived.
7 o)

The BULBUL carried 400 persons: the MORINA 308 persons

|
’ 147 following are best figures now available: ¢the
! or a total of 1028 psrsons.
The assoclates 1ntEnd o pay thE full and regular” i i
fee for all passsngsrs who 1eft on: NFFKURE on - the '
basis that they- do. not w1sh to ralsE an 1ssuE which .
may antagonize ppzratlng cqmpany, L

) I‘haVE‘diSCuSSEa thsrmattgréfui'




»2--#2739, September 5, noon, from Lisbon

" Another problem in connection with.mEFKURé is‘a
request from the owners for an additional sum of 15,0007
Tufggsh pounds from the associatsé. The boat was
insured for 25,000 and“ there is a decided willingness
on thE part of the associates to make a favorable
settlement in ordéf not to impair future relationship .
with the shipowners.

We are being requested for a full payment of 1028 .~
passengers on which thére has bésn ;n advance of Swiss4
francs 400,000, As yet there has been no rEquést made
" of us for the shipowners claims, :

Reports indicate that'arrangsments art being madE
to have the remaining Turklsh boat in Constanza SELAHALDINTi
leave within the next Tew weeks, It’is Estlmatzd that

this boat will carry about 400 passengzrs. ~i' y boaj S




~-3- #2739, Septembér 5, noon, from Lisbon.

jmmediately,
, . s )
If a relaxation in the Bulgarian shipping
restrictions occurs there-is th;vpossibiiity of M{lca* ' .,
going to Constanza,
The most . recent military operations the bombing, of
Constanza and the Russian campalgn in Rumania may

seriously affect all these operations, Vo =

I am seErving es a member of a commission of .. Y

three to investigate the MEFKURE siﬁking'ﬁhé;our'
preliminary findings are made on the basis of full

interviews with sufyivoré, énd'iﬁdicats that miseellancous f}

gunfire is the cause of the sinkihg.1,$urvivofé:;

report that there ﬁa;‘dEfEcﬁivéﬂiifé séﬁiﬁgfsduipmsnt
1limited means of Eg»'rj';f-:rsié{,:‘_i:‘i"'o_iﬂ?*iﬁhé.,‘bvc;J‘aA’c,t‘iv.ne.xbil‘j‘.ﬂty: b6
communicatg,withftbgfqrﬁﬁ bECAUS ofglégguagsldifficﬁif'

It is announcgd thet if the BULBUL he

to -asaidt inthe vesouf;2

S Uy W




Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Mr. Pl.;pol was received through
the Aserican Lagation in Lishon usder date ot"sapt 8 1944
~ #Phg-telugrea below was roéol.\ro&fmma

"Fo) WS oint fund Lisbon. 147 the following ave the st
r 'Am‘w:;tm:'xmzwﬁuw u‘iag’p:zh
cul: ‘perscns by m'mi Total 1038 perscns.

. tanded by thaiassociates tint Shey Wikl pey the  ful
&uu 02 ,b‘z. sasithes tw "




"It 1s indicated by reports that arrsngements ave being
offeated to have SKIAHALDIN, the remmining Turkish boat in
Constanss, leave within the nsxt few weaks. This boat will
CAXTY sn estimated 400 passengers. This vessel ws not
included in origioal. scheme. ThaMbutmmm

Efforts also are being mads to undt'oaddnlml Pupkeish
vassele 4t least from have. Additionally there is a Rumanisn

vecsal ALBA IA which could carry 4000 passengers and this
boat ie ltutﬁx‘to be awailadle. It is sonts ted that the
boat will bé used for Rmgarian group. tely will follow

dstailed :)bott on this questiou.

4 s relaxation in the M lh&pptnc restrictions
oc apounsuuy exists that m &0 to Constansa.

bombing of Constansa and recent military dsvelopments
“‘l'pn the campaign of ths Russisne in Ramenis my affect
seriomy all of these operations.

the siakiag of the KBFCILA snd our prelinisasy ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁi.s’““
. o and our
are based ea full interviews with the ¥Yors, end they
}:d:uupo“ t:::ﬂ;mm e t 11fe & ln;h:gﬂ t

8 » vors: e puent was
defeotive znd menns of exit from the. vessel 1imited, alto
inedility to c-n&ute ‘with the ‘vesssl's crew dus to
langusge dttnanmr. '1s stated that had:the BULNOL made
an effort to help in resgus 2 or 30:othsr people might
have been saved. There i befng made available to interssted
private and goveraental eﬂbhll ¥ & led repors:®

© & We. Palile
mmuvs Mrector

Mr. M. A, Loavits,
Americsa d:whh Jelnt Distribistion
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SEP1 RECD
ISTANBUL
HERERAKR 31 aolt 19446

Cher Mensisur,
10) L ONE

Js porte i votre connaissance les rensei-
gnementa que J'al pu obtenir & 1'2nmbasesads Britannique, re-
lasifs & 1a catastrophe du btateau turp "Mefkure®, bateau
qui transportait des refugiés juifs de Comstanma 4 Istanbule

Trois Lateaux, comme vous le savez déjh,
quittdrent Constansa daus 1'ordre sulvanss le “Morina¥, le
-mwv et le "Eat‘kure'- Ges deux derniem navi.ren se sulvaient
de tris yrh. At milieur de 1a nuity 1s 'B&lhﬁl" regoit Ator-
dre de ssopper; cet ordke est dcnné par 3 potua nav&:c. de
asurfsce arméss Le commandant 4u "Bulbil” obéit nuédhtenus.
les trois navires de surface le ;urnn:.i.ﬁnt'yui: .'éutgunt.
Peu aprée, le “Hnt‘kure‘ rcqoi,t ie nﬁu ordrs de_ g .3 tx-eh nh= -

vires apparua bruqumnt. x.c eapuaiu. du "mkm“, luut




par une nuit sans lune et par groase mer.

Je ne voue répdte pas les détails relatife
ay nombre des refugiés et autres oirconstances que veun gon~
naisses déjh.
2+) Déps

ai susistd le mardd 15 aofit 1944 anw
départ des 381 refugide Juife arrivés X Istanbul sur les
bateaux turos "Morina* et BULDUL™ plus 4 des 6 suryivants du
bateau 'ﬂltkuré". A 20«30, lel'réfusxén sont rassemblés dane
une doa'-alleq_é‘nttento de Haydarpsjaisi:ain apéodal qui les
emmenera oh PalQntiné eat @n garej 11 se gompose de 8ix waw
gons de 3dms clasme male confortables et dans leaguels tous
les rorugiéi pourront trouver facilement places La polige
turque a'orgkniag un acrviée d'&rdie ﬁui Jusqutau dépars des
refugids ne ee reldohera pas. A 10-45. les rerugién deux par
deux sortent de la salle d'ﬂttonte ot prcnntnt plaon dans
eur compaxtiment. Gela ne va pas wana quelques oris et un i
peur de déaordre. mis 19 calna se rétablit tréa raptdanent

srace A la bonne orsania&tiou et 1a eumprﬁh na onvde la polt-

vren pour 1a durée du vj age aanta enf épof

consiatent en paina. paatﬁqual. fromagal: . q
en quantité nutfilante.
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lite juequ’a leur rétablimsement eomplet.

En conolusion, oe qont lteeprit d’entr'aide
dee Juife et l'action du Comité Israélite, en faveur de
leurs coreligionnaires qui m*ont le¢ plue vivement frappé
et Je orois que nous n'aurones Jjamaie de difficultés d'or-

anisation
dans le cas de nouvesux traneport et les Sociétés d'as~-

aheianeer Julves soront A mime d‘*entreprendre ntimporte
" quelle %&che de ce gemres
Veuillez agiréer, oher Monsisur, l’aseurance

de ma considération tréo distingudes

i 2 regus,
1 note de frais

Lige 208e=y 80ide des
nontants reguds




Istanbul, August 31, 1944

Dear Mp, Mares:

Please forglve the belated acknowledgment of
your kindness in sending us a copy of your report
concerning the sinking of the illefated S. S, Mefiura.
It 18 greatiy appreclated,

Cordially yours,

I, A, Hirschmann
Speelal Attache

Lieutenant Commander E, Mares, R,N.D,R.
British Embassy
Istanbul

“13M4q
et cur o,

,idV%(M)
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PARAVHRASHE 01} THLJSGRAM 1. 5CIVED
FROM: American imbassy, London
TO: Seoretery of State, ‘ashington

pAT@:  sugust 24, 1944 | Eml“‘ Rm_ ‘a“pY

NUMBHR ¢ 6858
| Y

~ .
Joseph Schwartz sends the following for Moses Leavitt,

—

Jﬁé, for the 'ar Refugee Board: _
Since the sin-ing of the UAFKURA Hirschmann has wired
that he now conslders it essential that 0ll shlps leaving
Balkan ports for Istanbul have safe-conducts He presumably
has been in consultation with represeﬁtatives of the Jé;ish
Agendy and JDC. although ve must leavs the final decision
to him and our representativaé in Istanbul, you msy be sure
that the Emig;ﬁtion Committee in Rumania is thoroughly alive

to the dangers 1lnvolved and prospective cmigrants have

been advised of those dangers.

JINANT

DCR:VAG:MK  8/26/44 ' : /

DECLASSIFIED 1 - . :
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-
1972
By R. H. Parks Dafeg_E_u 8

AN N3N 5 it 50




Dear My. Leavitt:

The‘tztlgwxu u:hn:p for you from Jo::yh Schaarts
s receiv hrough American Bubassy in London under
date of August 24, 1944,

"Since the sinking of the MAFKUBA Hirsoheann Las

wired that he now considere it esssntial that al)
ships leaving Balkan ports for Istantul have safe
conducte. He pre 7 bas been in consultation

vith sntatives of the Jewish Agensy and JI0.

Al we must leave the final dsoision %o him

and our Fepresentatives in Istanbul, you say be sure
that the Dxigration Oommittes in Bamanis s thoroughly
alive to the dangers involved and prospeotive emigrsnte
have heen advised of those dangers.?

Yory truly yours,

(Bignes) 7. w. Pahia

J. W. Petile
Executive Director

Nr. M. A. Leavitt,

Secratary,

Apericen Jewieh Joint
Distritution Cometttee,

270 Madison Ayenve,

Hew York, New York.

e

R 7@;@:‘: 8/28[44
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AUG 28 1944

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following mensage for Jou from Joseph Sohwarts
mruotv.dthrmehommm&udonmer
date of August 24, 19444

"Since the sinking of the MAFKURA has
wired that he now considers it essentis] that all
ships leaving Ballan ports for lstanbul have eafe
condusts. He presupably has been in consul tation
with representatives of the Jewish Agensy and JDC.

we must leave the final deoision to him
and our representatives in Istanvul, Jou By be surs
thet the Emigration Committes in Rumanis is tho ¥y
alive to the involved and prospective enigrants
have been advised of $hose dangers. " -

Very truly yours,
(8%mmed) 3. ¥, Pakls

Je W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director

Mr. M. A. Leavitt,

4
Americen Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes,
270 kedieon Avenus,
Now York, New York.

Brury 8/28/4k
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Report of the socident AUE24 Ry P iuw“jkfl’r i

I am the Captain of the motor-boat "Mefkiire" which is
registered at Istanbul herbour with the number 694 and at the har-
bour of Shile with the number 127 woelghing 40 toniletos. I oan give
all details referring to accident that happened between Ahtapoli
and Igneada by the attaok of an unknown submarine,

Agoident: Un the third of August 1944 at 20,30 . these three motor-
boats the lorina, Bulbul,; and mine Hefkfire left the hurvour of Con-
stantza full of Jewlsh refugees.

Before our departure, we three capteins summoned by the
principal of the dockyards of Constantza's harbour, to follow the
instructions of the officers who was in the motor-boat Morina. He
mede us understand in omse we didn't sail the route he bhad advisged
us, he would take no responsability in case of any accident. i

After leaving the harbour, Morina the first, Bulbul behind |
it, and I being the last one, we were gelling at dowe at awbout five
miles &n hour by north-east wind. After 15 minutes having some littls
damage in our machine we took am hour to arrange it, but we didn't
stop from our sailing, &s one of the two Roumanian attack-hoats,
which I forgot to mention before, took us-tow-rope and didn't leave
me behind my friends,

711l 5,30 in the morning we ocontinued to sail just as I o fd
explained at the beginning. In wy boat and those of my friends we
had one Roumanisn petty-officier with three Roumanian soldiers. Af-
ter arranging the defiency of our machine, we went upsteirs and T
found thet behind our boat st 500 metres in the direction of our
stern there was something like & blsck object, When asking the Rou-
manian officer he told me that it was The Lems, meaning Germen and
that he was searching all around the Place. The Roumanian officer
and soldiers were wearing life-belts. I too according to my duty,
said to my friends and passwmgers to be ready with their belts. At
down the Roumanian officer with the soldiers went on board the at-
tack-boat whigh came with us, and they left us, By the direstions
given to us at Counstantza, I with the motor-boat Bulbul began to
follow the orders of the officer who was in the Morina. The Morina
was in front of me. He was going just with the south wind, I too0
followed him; the motor-boat Bulbul which was behind me was coming
the same way. All day the sea was calm and the wind was blowing
lightly from the west; thus we reached evening. After sunset with

. the moon we were still eontinuing our route., At 2,10 I saw & rocket
: bursting at the top of the mast. A% first, 1.agked my friends whe-
ther it was thrown from the boat, they, answered "nél. At this mo-
ment as it was my duty, I signaled with the flag. to t¥y and §top.
I stopped my machine. As I was preparing myself to make another
8ign with my mirror and the one thgtflead'td}the'stern;,I;sgw;a,,m
blagek object gt about 300 metres, that was' coming- towsrds s, with
the help of the interpretér and with my:signs I-adviged my friends
. 5o put the 1ife-bely and to the. passengers to be: in the gdme posi-
tion. It was 8,15 sharp, when & black object burst into: fire which
was behind us. This was_ a. cennon, The eannon-bgll fell in the direc-
tion of the stern part. of the sta t

the;sea.vmhgrsgoond cannon-he,;

- rgotion. of the main part of ¢
-began blowing about, In: th
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the grape-shots. I saw some of my friends Jjumping into the boat.
I instently Jjumped too and with my pooket lmife I oubt the rope :.:
whioh was tied to the boat.

Two of my comrads Kemel and Hassun were not in sight;

I couldn't see-them even searching around and I begen to shout for
them, They didn't come. We thought that they were wounded by some
cannon-bsll or by the grape-shotthat were raining over the ship.

If we walted any longer we understood thet the same 1ot will be o
our and so quiokly we left the ship. Being at 20-25 metres out from
the ship's ladder we saw the fire stopping; I understood that the yo
goal would chenge; 8o I ordered my friends to undress, Jjump into the
see and be soattered.

I from my pert jumped from the right part of the boat. I
was not yet &t five metres away when I saw that I was dragged all .-
along the water, mounting and descending. I inspeoted myself whether
I had some wound, but I hadn't. | continued %o row. At this moment
with the firing of our engine I sew a second ball kmocking my boat.
The firing of the grape-shot was ocontinuing. The sub-merine seeing
thet our bost was not sinking yet, he oontinued firing the upyper part
of the ship. Before five minutes I saw the ship all in flames, the
Turzish flag sinking slowly. Our boat wes in holes but hadn'$ sunk.
At 15 metres from the boat was the single row left. I took it near -
us. At this moment I saw the unknown submarine leaving the place,
passing the burnt engine at about 500 metres from the ship. I went
near five of my friends thet were in the sea and agked sbout their
heslth. From the 300 boats only one was left end even this one was
gsunk by the sub-marine being 200 metres away. Then he passed between
the ship and the bark. He hed 2 persons at his side, one down and
one ahead the tower, one at the right, end one at the left parts.

A men was busy with & telesoope, searching all around. :

The sub-merine was going towards the north. He stopped
firing and went out of sight. We saw two lights making signs one
another.

We were buried in the water at the head of our boat.
Pive of my friends Jumped into it. I was undressed.

By the order I kmew that 3 motor-boats were rumning in
the same direction. With my great faith in God, I was sure that
"Bilbul" will pass at either 500 metres from eur right or 300 met-
res from our left. With all my power I was attemting to raise the
moral of my friends. I saw the sub-marine ciming onoe more towards
us., We stayed 5 minutes into the sea till the engine went far from
us and again we came %o our place of gbode. = ’

After 2 to 2,30 hours we heard & sound coming from a
motor-boat. It was Bulbul. He stopped at 700-800 metres further
just in the same way we had taken. I thought that this: stopping
meant -the finking of a dead body or perheps some of our ruined boats-
The motor-boat started sgain his machine to sail and he eame at
500 metres near us. The wind was so sirong thet it was lesding the
machine. After being 5-10 minutes in our boat: I told my.friends that
. the motor-boat Bulbil lmowing the real faots of the event, will not
want to come towards us., So I told them to remgin and not stir from
their place.that I'11 go swimming till the others-and onge being in
I'll come to fetoh them. They instantly agreed. I jumped into the sea
I.went to0 the far motor-boat and begen. to- shout: Whern. the sesmen )
and psgsengers saw me ., their excitement deepened, I took my friend
f£rom ‘the. bost. Two  Jewish refugees whom I lmew;they were: husband -
and wifg; “were ot sea I took them Bwo boys and & girl: were. at the .
upper mwast of -the ship we fetoh them £00,0nly the: pidces of wood: -
and the ruins:of: the barks were visible elliaround ms. The: oap ain .
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//////;f the motor-boat said that he'll continue to sail and we went at
16 o'cloock we were near the cannel. The weather was bad, we gouldn't
enter; we ought to take refuge at Igneeda. The 6 th of August 1944
in the afternoon, we anchored at Igneada's harbour. I wanted to go out
and relate the event with the help of the protect commissioneer. I
asked the destrict chief (nahiye mudurtl) end police-corps to let me
out; but they told me that I was in the same position of the Jewish.
They ought t0 pass in transit from here and that at every momeft they
had perhaps to be forbidden of any relation and that I too couldn't
go out.

By the order given from the agency, the Jewlsh passengors
had the permission to pass by land and come to Istenbul. Then of cour
ge I was allowed to go too, with my friends they got us out. The
9.8.}944 going from the harbour village to Igneada, the kaymakem of
Vize, whose name I don't know, came to look after the groupe he reve-
reﬂiy met us, then he acknoledged the representative of Dgmirkdy's
kaymekem, the Dootor Eshbexr Vieyder of Demirkdy thet we were the sur-
vivers of the motor-boat Mgfkﬁre. The kaymakam was busy to send the
Jews. The next dey I asked him to help us, as we $00 passed a great
event and if possible to give us a caasbh to lead us to Vize. But he
answered me that it was impossible. I begged once more not leaving us
behind the other passengers in this mornful day and if they were Je~
wish refugees guests we were as them Turkish oitizens and had suffered
thousand times more then them. But the reply wsa "To day I can't send 5
you with any vehiecle and to day I consider you less then them."

The vice governor (kaymakam) who told me I was free and might
g0 to Istsnbul which way I liked, while hs went to Vize on horseback,
he ordered the ocivil ohief of the distriot (nahlye mudtirt) and gendar-
mery {Jjendarme) at Igneads, that I was %o be watohed and sent to Istan-
bul, &8 I caused the death of three hundred passengers and the loss
of my two friends in the sea. I feel & satisfaction to expose to your
Highness the treatment which we Turks received by & Turkish chief, we
who have seen disaster snd whose death will always survive in our me-
mories. Becaupe I explain to your Highness that I have made this acci-
dent of my own will, &s I oould not have had the courage to do such
terrible crimes.

During 3 days according to vice-governor's {(kaymekem) order
we stayed without food and shelter in so degert. s place like Igneada.
The well known Haydar Dag helped me. He calles the governor of Kirk-
lareli t0 the telephone explaining him the whole gituation and he sef
us free. We mounted on horses and mules, I payed the journey for all
until we reached Vize. We left Vize in the mornipg on the 14 th of
August 1944 end ocasme th Sirkedji in the evening at 19,45. '

_As it is my duty I made the whole report of the event of the
many pasgengers I passed; but giving it to you I recommend thet such
terrible story might no¥ happen once more end ybu must do everything
to prevent from now. :

With all my respaots
Captain of the sunken motor-boat Mgfkﬁm

Registered at Shilé's harbour”
weighing 40 tonilatos.

X8zim Turan
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VU-Us?  RAFORU

igtanbul limaninin 64 sicil ve $ile 1i aninin I7 bajlama sayilar
1nda kay1ltli 40 rusu- tonilatoluk ''MuFKURE' adindaki motorlu bombarta yelken-
1iginin vapt=ni olduruudan shtapoli ile l#neada aralarindsa meghul bir deniz-

att1 tarafinl:in vukubuian tanruzun vukuati berveghi 2010
Lo i 1 ghi zir arzolunur.

uadise: T—:.8.944 saat 20,30 da Kgstence iimapindan yahudi muhaciri yukld

olarak lorina, BULBUL,ve ben /EFKURE adlimotorunla hareket ettik hareketimizden
evvel rdstence Liman reisinin davetl iizerine iig sotor kaptani bir araya
toplanarak gideceXiwisz yol hakkinda Liman reigsinin MoRINA motoruna verilen

S

bir ylizbaginin gosterece’1 yoi iuzerine hareketinizi ve bunun emri hilAfina
seyrettiziniz takiirde vukua gelecek hadiseden kendilarinin mes'ul oimiyacak-—
1arina deir izahat tebellileg ettik.

Rihtindan giktiktan sonra MORINA ileride BULBUL onun peginde
penie en gerile olarak gin qostugu,giindodugu kerte,giindofugu poyrazi t:hminen
beg mil seyrelerek devamediyorduk,I5 dakika sonra makinemizde ¢ikan ufak bir
4rizayl bir sa:t sonra yaptik bu yapma girasinda yolumuzdan kaluadik bizi list
tarafta arz-tmeil unutiuium 1ki riimen hucum botundan bir tanesi yededgine

alarak arkaiaglarimlan cari birakaadi.

Sabaha k -dar yani 5,30 kadar yolumuza tigt twrafd: Arzetiifim
gekildie devaa ettik.Bizde ve arkadaglarimda bir Rimen xiigilk zebit ve g tane

rimen erleri vardi,Makinemizin noksanmni ikmal ediyp yukariya 91kt1ktan sonra
ceminin arka tnrarinda 500 metre kadar kig¢ istikametimizde giyah bir cismin

oldusunu goriim,Ve Rumen subayina gordufu=dan bunun 'LEMS'' yani Alman oldufun% |
oralards devriye dolagtiZimi g6yledi,Rumen subay ve erleri Cankurtaran yelek-
1srile sarilaydi.Bende vazifem icabl gerek‘érkadaglarlma ve gerekse yolculara
yeleklere her an ig¢in sarilmig vaziyétte bulunmalarini sbyleiim.Sabahln alaca
karanli¥inda rumen sybay ve erleri bizle beraber g:len hucum botlaripa binsrsk
yanimizdan ayrildilar Kostencede verilen diréktif Uzering ban ve BULBUL
motorlari MORINA da bulunan ve yolumuzu tegblit eiécék yuzbaginin rotuya -gltuey
bagladik, ’ kR

‘ MORINA motoru benim ntimde idi,Tam kible rilzgarina gidiyordu
banie ayni ruzfara peginde bulunan BULBUL motoruda benim gittigim yola geliyor
du.Gindiizin h+fif deniz ve orta halll esen batl ruzgan;;ne'g}{g@, ettik, Akgan

gilnes battiktan sonra ay ¢iktafl Piz yine éyni'yoiumuZa;dévamfeaiyofduk;GQCe

saat 2.10 gege motorun direkleri dstinde bir raket patls gihiféﬁﬁﬂﬁm;EGGéla

arkadaglarima bunun gemidenratlllp atllmad1§1n1*éordhﬁ{héylriiedi}é?'Qianéa




Va=ifom olmn Dur filamasini gektirdim.Makinemi stop ettirdim,ikinci bir
igar-te intizar etmekle iken aynamla ta kKi¢ ayna istikametinde bir siyah
cismin 500 m-tre kadar vesgi izde oldufunmu' gdrdiim,érkadaglarima can kurtaran
y-1°%xlerine sarilmalarimi ve yolculrin da hemen bu vaziyoti yapmalarini

gerek terciisan merekse kendi igaretimle bil :irdim,.Tam saat.2.I15 dakika gege
arkasizda bulunan cisimden ateg ¢irkti bu bir topdu bu top mermisi ge:inin
sanc:k vig owuzludu istikametinin I5 metre d-nizine digti ikinei top mermisi
bir parga :iaha yakin lgiincii top geminin bel igtikametinde yani sancak bel
sigtikametirden vurdu, Ve tahta pargalari hav-lardz dolagmiya bagladi bu sira-
da hem %or,top arasinds dehgetli makineli atiglari basladar ben hemen arkadag.
ima sindaly gekmemizl ve diger arkadagima d= bir birimizi ¢adirarak bir yere
tonlanip semiyi t rk etmemizi soyledim,Bu sirad: benim bir saniye bile bosg
vere vaklt gegirmean doiru dezxildi glinki ateg dehgetile devam ediyor makineli

ategi blsbutin bizl gagairtaryordu,

Arkadaglarimin bir kismi ‘denize atliyarzk sanlalza ¢iktiklaram
gérdim,Bends hemen ~eminin yaninda bulunan sanlala atladim ve gaka ile bagla
buluran sandalinp halatini kestik bu sirada aramizde buluniiyan arkadaglar-
1mdan Kemal ve Hasani gbzlerimle aradim gibi bairarak gelmeleri i¢in ¢agriyo -
rdum.Golmeiiler bizd= bunlarin ya topla veyahut yasmur gibi yazan makinell
ategile yaralanarak bir tarafta kaldiklaraini bekledigimiz takdirde bizim ie
akibete usriyacnfimizi anliyarak derhal gemiyi terkettik,geminin yaninda.,
:0=925 mesre kadar geminin iskele omuzluk istikameting agildifimiz bir sirada
atigin durdudunu gérir girmez arkadaglarima hedefin dé£1$ece§1n1.derhal
gsoyunup dsniz- atlamalarini ve daginik olarak denizde bulunmalarini sgledim,
Ben kendim sandalin sa? tarafindan denize atladim,ve beg metre gitmeden
vendimin sulara .ark oldufunu gordim bir saniy: slirmeden beni igine alan
deniz bir‘enbire yine suyun yiiziine firlatti kendimi yokladim bir tarafimda
y ra yoktu,Ben yine sanlaldan agilmiya g¢uligiyordum,bu siradz motorumuza
yapilan ateg gibi sandala da ikinei toru isabet ettirdizini e@rdlim bunun
arasinda makinelil tiifek ategi de devam etmekte idi,Ben sandalin bag tarafin-
dan dolagarakx deniz~ lodru agilmga bagladim bu sirada gemiyi ist tarafindan
ategliyen deniz alti cemlnin batmadifini goriince ategini yine gemliye
gevirerek g-minin su kesimine ates etmiye bagladi beg dakika siirmeden gemi
atesler iginde Tirk bayraiimizin -lalgsbanarak denizs gomildugiini gordiim, Bu
sirada sandalimiz ii¢ yerinden yara almig oldufu halde batmadizini sandalin
yanina sokuldusum zaman goérdiim ve sanialdan IS metre uzakda denigze dilgen
bir tek kilredi de sandalain yanina biraktim.,Bu sirada meghul deniz alti ates
ettif1l yerden ayrilarak batan motorumuzun yanik ankazinin sag tarafindan
takriben 50 metre kadar uzak gegerek geminin ileri tarafina yiiz metre kadar
gegdizinl gordliim,ben derhal sandalin yanindan denizde bulunan beg arkadag-—
1min yanlarina sokulmaga ve onlarin sihhatlerinin yerinde olup olmadiklarim
oZrenmek igin gittim,bizden 300 sandaldan ise 200 metre uzakta bulunan deniz
altl sandalin batmadigini gériince tekrar top ategi ve makineli ile sandali
tamamen batirdi ve geminin yanik enkazile sandalin arasaindan bizden I50
metre kadar digarimizdan olarak gegti, e

. Deniz alt1 gegerken kesinde iki, kule dibinde ileride bir saz |

ve gollaris yiwe birer arka tarafda yine bir kigipin1bu1Undu§unu en {ist /* i

kulede bulunan iki gahsin bir tesinde tanesinde dilrbiin olduZunu ve diifbiinle | -
etrafa bakdiginm iylce gordiim, S T P S

, } Deniz alti gimale yol alarsk yine ateg:aqdigi yérde bir parga
tevakkuf ettikten sonra kayip oldu.Bu sefer .deniz tarafimizda bir 1gifin

parladiZani bagka bir.a1gikla liprrtil halinde igsaretleéegti¥lerini  gbrduk; -
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Biz buraia sulara g¢:lilmis sandalimizin baginda idik, Beg arkadagim sani,
ala girdiler hen sandalain kipeste anadan doima giplak bir vaziyette kendimizi
idare ediyordum,

35 motorun ayni rota ilizerine seyretti<ini bildidim ig¢in ve
allahimda mu01zeqin1n hi¢ bir zaman igin eksiklik kalmadiZina iman ettiZim
i¢in pegimizie bulunan BU BUT. motorunun bizim ya 500 metre sa¥imizdan veya
300 metrs gsolumuzdan gegece-dine iyice kani idim,Arkadaglarima teker teker
elim 2n kaldidl kadsr maneviyatlaraini yilkscltme kabilinden sézler soyleyerek
avuyordum, Janizde bulunan ieniz altinin bir aralik gine yanimiza yaklagtifim
gérdim, Pvvelki styledisim gibl arkadaglaramin hemen i:niz: atliyarak dagilma-
larini séledimy ve denize atlatip beg dakika durdukdan sonra d=niz alti bizden
yine uzaklagti biz yine oldu.jumuz yerc -c¢ldik,Tahminen iki veya iki buguk
saat sonra bir otor sesi iuyduk bu BUrBUL motoru idi,Bizim bir parga yani
yedi gokizg yuz motre kalar geldisimiz yol idzerinde durdu,Ben bu drugun bizlen
bir ya leg,veya enkazin gdril:rszk duruldufunu zan eldiyordum,¥otor bir parga
laha makinesinl galigtirarak bizim beg yUz metre uza-imizda durdu,RUzgar
motoru biz: #-tirmek igin kolay esiyordu,Biz sanialda beg on dakika laha
duriuktan sonra ben arkadaglarima BUTBUL motorunun bu hadis nin hakikatini
anladiktan sonra bizim tarafa gelmesini Umid cdemedizimi anlsyinca bznim
wotora yiz r-k -itmemi ve onlarin la yerlerinden kimilidamamalurini motora
giriikten sonra hi-amen bunlara gelip -lacafini sdledim razi oliular ve denize
atladim ve usakta bulunan motora rittim ve 8 -slendim,Beni s~gren gerek gemi
wiirattebat? ve sereksw iginde bulunan yolcularin heyecanlarinip bir kat daha
artti laim ~orilm, Arkaiaglariml sgndaldan alidaim,Denigz'e bulunan bir kari bir
koca bildizim k° yahudi muhacirini de buniardan baslk: geminin box kalasi

~rinle bulunan bir kigz 1k1 arkedi de .enizien alirk etrafimiz ia bizimy
batan geminin ufak talsk enkaz | veya pargalarindan bagka birgey gorsmiyoriuk
motor kaptani yoluna ievau e‘lecefini soyleii ve ievam ettik.Sa1at I6 raddler-
inle bo.rza yaklagtik havanin muhalefetile bugaza giremedik tekrar IZneadaya
siZinmamiz wmecburiyeti hasal olaralk §.8.944 tZleden sonra Isneadanin liman
dninde domirledik,Ben lisaray gikmama Istanbulda ve difer taraflarda bizim
bagimizi~n gegen hadisel :rden doZacak merki bir dereceye kadar izahe etmek
ba¥imindan motords bulunan muhafaza memuru jelaletiyle Nahiye hudirliglinden
ve Janiarma komutanliZindan rica ettizZim halde benim de yahudiler meyaninda
bulundu:umu tranzit olarak regen bu yak yahudilerin her an igin ihtil&tdan
men olarak bulunduklari bakimindan dolay: benimde -digari ¢ikmama imkf olma-
A1any soyl:dil:r,

Yahudilerin vekaletten gelen emir iizerine disari gikma ve
digaridan kara yoliyls Istanbula gelmeleri enmri geldikten sonra bittabi beni
de arkaiaglarimla b rabsr digari gikarttilar,9.8;944 giini yolda liman kgyiin-
den Igneadaya siderken ismini bilmedisim Vize kaymakam kafileye riyszset -
etmek Uz res gelmig onlari kemali ihtiram ve nezaketls kargiladiktan sonra
bizim batik MEFKURE motoru felaketzedelorinden oldufumuzu demirkdyi kaymakam- f
liZine vekalzt ed=n Demirkdy doktoru bay Egber Keyder tekdim etti. Kaymakam
yahudilerin sevkile megguldu, ¥rtesi giinii kaymakam beye miracaat -ederek bizim
de felak:t gegirdigimizi biz2 ds ellen gelirse yardim kabilindeén bir araba
bularak vizsye naklimizi rica ettifim sirada bunun imkani olmadigdini,ikinedi
bir rica eisrsk bu acili giinlimiizie bizi bu yoleulardan gerimi tutuyorsunuz
bunlar yahudi muhscir misafirleri ise bizde bu vatanin evladi oldugumuz- gibi
onlarla berabar iedil onlarin gordiigii felsketin’ binlerce fazla51n1 g0riip
gecirdik dedigim zaman bu gin ig¢in sizi hig bir va91ta lle sﬁvk ermem ve . |
bugiin de sizi onlarian agagi tutarim diye soylemlstlr .o -
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fenim serb.ast olduzumu ve istedigim taraftan Tstanbula gidebilecegimi

styleyen Kayuakam b2y atin lizerinde Vizeye giderken I¢neadada Nahiye miidiiril

ve Jand-rna vomutanina benim UqQyliz yolcunun olisiine ve iki arkadagimin denizde
© ylool.ouasiua g:bebiyet verdisim bakimdan nez-ret altaind. bulundurulmemi ve
Janiarma ile istanbula gitmenl emretmig ve gitmigtir.Bir Turk amirinin felaket
gﬁr@n ve §.lnd her an i¢in gozil Oniinden gegiren biz tiirk evlatlarina kargl
vaptl ;1 bu muamsien n takiirini Yiksek Huzurlarinmiza arz:tecem e kendimde bir
Crahlik his ~diyoruia.

Ginsi ,ben bu haiigeyl kendi isteilnmle yapmadi 1 1 ve bu gibi
se1l1r bir vay 'mh insanlar tarafinl-n yapidip yapilmiyacasinin tak tirinmy yine
v{jks+=k husurunuza arzaelilyorum,

U¢ £ .n ‘aycakan beyin eurini infaz bakimind:sn kendimizin ag ve
aglk n=rede y .taca 1mlzln tesin edilmedli .. iineaduda gib: issiz bir yerde
kaldiktan soor= : ‘nead.da egrafindan ve alecce taninan raruf Haydar Doz bana
elind-n gai”% i insenlafa ve ins -nli an her tirlit idapetti-si biiyukliu bir
babs gibi yanti,d1riklarcli valisi ¥%z1:a beyi tel:fona g¢uasrarak vaziy-ti butun
acikly 1l aniattt ve bisi gerbest pirakdirdi . Bizde dereti kendim tarzfindan
varil-rek bsy .- v & tariars bu.o. o Vizeye g21dik Vizeden I4,8,944 sabahi
hareket etor ok ika-e aqat IJ.%5 1: sirkeci istasiyonuna giktix,Bu ginde vazifem
olan Su Vak' riporunu Yiksek huzur'ariniza derin saygilarimla sunarken bu
telaket ig.nl - genirdifam baza aci hallerin diger arkadaglarima yapilmamasi
jein lézim gel:n makamati aliye nezdind tegebbiisatta bulunulmasini en derin
saya1 ve hilrm:atleriale rica ad:rim,

3ile limanina basli 40 rusum tonluk

batan MuFKURE motoru kaptani

Kazim Turan

A
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MINUT. 3 .
.

of a Meeting
of the Opereting Group of Relloef Organlzations T I
at the Offlce of the War fefugee Board, Istanbul
August 21, 1944, 4345 pem,
Those present: I, A, Hdirsehmann, Herbert Katzki, heuben
hesnlk, Charles ’amsman, Zesv Schind, shud Usberall, Chaim
Barlas.

-rior to the meetling, ir. “eiweltzer tzlephoned to say
that boecanss of othor engayements wnich ha had meds end which
he wasnot abl: tu cancsl, he @ould riit bs nroadont,

are lrschmann ovnsned the meatling Ly recucsting informa=
tion cencerning the invastigatlon of tno wof rupa sinking.

‘e reuortes that the United statos Laval attache's offlce
was not able to me<s aayono availesble to attsnd Lhe sXamina-
tlon which would bs made of ths ressscetive cuplains of the
mofiura and the BHibdl., e revortud, however, lnst Lhe
British Kaval Atiache aproed to mage availebls to him a coDy
of thair report when it -as besn nrevarad,

“r. Barles stated thet the exemination of the two captains
was sxnoetsd to tass place wlthin the next faw days., *~uch
examination should not be mada solsly from the tschnical
colnt of view, which might bo that of the Naval Attvache, but
from the point of vlew of the rascue organizations, in ordasr
to determins the foasibility of continued rescus work by sca,
He stated that he had cabled to ir. Zlssu in Buehaéjjizgho
names of ths passengers on ths lefkura, His own view was
that because of the lasteminute redlstribution of the passane~
gors among the threo boets, such lists might not be available
in Humania. de himself 18 sending to Bucharest the names of

the Blbll end liorine pessengers, so that through 8 process

of elimination the nemes of those on the Mefkura might be

»determined.

Inquiry had been made by members of the Istanbul Jewish

community regarding reporte that 130 bodies had been washed ,/W/L
E EL. R
4 .
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- aéhora along the Bleck Sea coast, It appears that this report
is not true. - ' ) )

Althoug ir. ~1mond of the Infternational Hed Cross seems
to question t's revort tnat tha Meflura was sunk by pun-fire,
discussions with the five surviving passongors definitely
indicetle ti:at Linis 18 true.

iy, 9chiné stetsc tuat one of tne Britist navel officers
said tiat ne woul. make an assistent avallsable to talk to
the captains of tha Bdlofll anc the s flura,

Lr, Hivschmann introdvesd t:o subject of the telsgram
raceivsc by ir., -imond from the International hed Cross
dnlagate, Kolb, in sucharest, by raading the telegram of
August 13 to the mesting (ocopy attachsd to these minutss),
with rofarence to the status of Mr. Zissu in emigrstion work =
and t:e provosed @ailing of tho alba Julia., Simond wented
to reply on the preceding c¢rlday or aturday, “ugust 18 or
19, but he had dissusded him from doing so until the matter
could be dlscussed among the representatives of the relisf
organizations, kr. Barlas renorted that he had cabled
Zissu coalirming that he was the repressntative of the
Jewish Agsney and that he has plein pouvoir tc do whatevar
1s necassary with regart to the Hubin situation. Hs thinks
that Z41ssu required a strengthening of his position in his
relationshins with the Government and thaé he is aquite
capable of handling the Rubin matter. iz had advised
¥r, Simon¢ to inform Kolb to the effect that Zissu is the
representative of the Jewlsh Agenoy 1n emigration matters,
iy, Sghind expleined t:e status of ths Orat for the benefit
of Mr. Passmen, In his view, 1f Zissu is to represent the

Jewish Apency, Barlas should instruct him specifically as

to what to do and thet he should not be given entlre
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diserstion, but hé should bs informed. that the Orat is not
to ba eliminatsad until anoth;r organlzati&n has bsen estab-
11shs~ throvgh which 813 can b 8ant, It 1s this functlon,
narly, wnldiOrat now s-rves. kr. Barlas stated that oo 1s
sendine a s~eond cable to Zissu ordering thas prompt disvateh
of the shise now 1n Constanza. -:e agresd Lo make coniss of
botk wires availabls o ., idirscimenn,

wre o3snlk ctete thot lhe JJ2C had rec.:lved complaeints
ebout tre Jrat, "t neverthel:ss ned advised ke, Flldzrmann
that the Zrat shonld wo ahsad with 1ts work. sowevor, if
comnlaints continﬁc, «nud the {low o' people is impedeu
bacansae ~f the ifferencss In lsadershlo, the question should
ho raviewad,

kr, Passman reported that upon the eve of his departure
fror “alsstins to latanbul wires were received by Hr, raplen
from Zissu via Switzerland to tha effsct that if Zissu is
not given full control of emigration work, the flow of
rafugees will stop,.

fir, Sehind was ov the opinion that if kr, Zlssu repre-
sents the Jewlsh figenoy, end is doing hls work properly, he
18 obliged to wori with the Orat and to make evary ofiort to
send Yo I[stanbul those s..ins whileh ars now roady and avallshle
in Constenza. bWr. Zissu spparently desires to eliminate
tne Orat, 7

Mr. Hirschmann emphasized that internal questions
involving the stafus of verious Jewlsh Agency people or
their respective organizations is not on in which he ean . . ‘ |
interfere, but that the interests of the War Hefuges Board
can only erise if such disputes rssult in a bloeking of
emigration work, iHe aske that these dirferences be

compoged outside the mesting, and the final steps taken

be reportsed at the next meeting.
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lr. Barlas analyzsd -the tolegrems hie had réooived foom
Z1ssu conesralag the vroposed voyegs of ths Alba Julia.
Y ~ron-gals ware bHased apon éha transsortatlion of 4000
passangers.,  inis would cost, aceording Lo the aronosals,
two hundresd million lei, plus 20 =illion lal forp ingsuraice
of the souinags, nlusg 30 million 1lsi for othar internal
costa, *his woul agpregets 56,000 181l o3¢ ne -ann, op
13 pounds, “r» idsuruces of t. 3 boat wild cost adiitionally
12 pounds osr person. If the rumbsr of n8836NC-3YS ware
reducad to 3,000, t s costs Per »assangsrs would be 17 pounts
slus 12 poun e,

. B=was oroposca that five million swiss franes bs

i33981t=d as an lnsnranes pgusrentee for the value of the X
vessel, In tne evant that 1t is lost, or elternatively that
insurence bs ~urchased with insurance comvanies, According
to wr, parlas, tne nremium rat; woul® bz 12 por cent. Accore
ding to th: telesgram, 1t would b~ nossible for ths Alba Julis
to lsave wit-in ten days, 1f finaneing detalls and nscsssary
authorizations could b given Immeliately,

hr, Hirsehmann was of tha ¢pinlon thet this qusstion of
Pfinaneing ought to be datermined by the Jewish Agency and
ths JC together, and suggested that this be done sgbjact'
to revort at the next moeting, ‘ '

fir, Perind reportzd that the sglshaldin and Sgyenle are
in Constanza, and the Miles will be departing shortly from
Varna to Coustenza. 1In addition, 1t 1s contempléted that - : :
two edditlonal boats be sent from Istanbul for the embarkation
of refugess in Rumsanie, kr,Hirsctmann smphasigzed the
importance of moving the peonle from Rumania at the earlisst
possibla moment, so that ths way would bs elear for the

refugees from Hungary in the event that ths Several proposed

pProjects be realized. Although he will propose that the.
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Hungarien rafugess be pormitte: to rsmain in Humania until
their onward voyage 18 possible, ig will be necégsary for
the gond of the work in genaral‘to move thom promptly.
Under such clrcumstences the way Wouwld be cleared and bosts
avei iablsc,.

t:r. irschmann reed a memorandum deted sugust 14
cone ~rninge rallroad trensoortatlion from Pulsarie. e

reaortec thet according to tris memorandum movement from

vulparlia may take nlace via railroad should it becume
ep~arsnt thet the Yiteamd the :irin are unabls to engrga
in a shuttls service betwssn Burgas end lstanbul,

iy, Barlas reported thet ne hed receives tsl.e; rems
to t e effact thal 140 c:lldren wsre rea:y to core from
amania but that the ‘furkish Consul had refused ths noosss- =
ary visms, Intsrpreting i:is inmsiructions as meaning that
he 1s psrmittad to grent visas onl; (or sea travel. <rhis
matter nhas now bexn clariried,

<r. Barlas reported further thst hs had sant 1,000
falestine certificate confirmations to “ul:aria, %- be usad
as a basls for lurkish transit visa gpplicetions for over-
land travel, end t:.at both ~uchaerest and Budanest had bsen
advised of the gensiral overall sagreamsnt conesrning Turkish
transit visas which hed been made by the Turkilsh queign
Oftien,.

fr, Schind had rece¢lved a cazble that Bulparian suthor-
itieé would not permit the Vits end 2irin to leavs Bulgaria
becauss of the Mefkura disester, £ rscent arrival from
Bulgaria brought a message from Joseph Levy of the Eusse
ecommunity seying that the passengers are ready for the
2irin end he thinks that they wlll be able to depsrt shortly.

In his opinion, people in Bulgarie are still prepared to

lsave that oountry, despite reported prospects that the
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condition of Jewlsh people 1n thit country will be amellora-

ted. . = ) - - -

My, dlrsonmann advised the masting that the ordsr on
tha »art of the sulgerians which onu bsen holding up the
denarture of the Vita and rzirin has besn cancelled,

my, nirsc .mann reportec briefly on the polifticel situa-
tion in Bulyarias, insofar as lhy Jewlsh ~sonls there sre
concernad, e nad let 1t bs kn wn to the Sulgerian suthor-~
it128 that as far as tre Unltad otates Gov:i:rnmenl is concerned
they dssire that emigration from sulgaria tuz:> place on a
voluntayry h#sis, and thst it should ol bs a forcer emigra-
tion, becauss of the failure on tiz part of the Sulgarlan
authoritises to slisinate ths anbl-Jdewish lsws, 4in his
oninion, ths number of nsonle who will want to smigrete
from “ulgeria will be subst.untlally re-ucsd, should reprs-
sentations concerning the elimination of ths anti-Jewlsn
laws be carried out, wulte nosgsibly, however, the young
paople may still want to emlgrate, in tune meanvinlle, the
United Statss Government nas rocuested etmbassador Harriman
in Moscow bto make such represa;'ltationa as might be fseasible
to snlist the supnpoert of ths Hussien Government in psrmading
the Bulgarians to taks amellorating stovs in its rslationships
towards the Jews, ‘

Mr. Barlas suggested that since the Alliec Governments
had critioclzed the actlons of tha satellite countries 1ﬁ
oppressing the Jews, and had broadcast warnings to them,
they ought now to approve the action tskon by the Bulgerien
Govermment, should it change 1ts polley in that sonnection,

In this connectlion hr, Hirschmann indicated that the Gar
Vnefugee Board had already been informed of the advisabllity
of doing just that thing. 7
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e, Barlas state? - -thet he had Tsgelved a toelegram
Lo tho offT :eb Lhat 2195 persons are reedy to kosvs lungary -7 - —
arw ar: in prasecston ~f sunprrian 3xit and -uamenien transit

visas, but that “=ruan consant for ths Jeparture aof

21111 r - nirad, 1% orge izdlons 1o dungary are

< this umatter further.

o Pageman ovceatad the off s racs by elestinden
trancortatise eomornice to ma s ovelizbly 400 lorrlss for
tranzpovrtics r-fu-o.a,  mi2 was discusssd 1n Uoe mzeting,

i aression was that complexitis: srizing

out of the shorieps of prasoline, the nacesslty for c.oossing
piiitee zonza, treveill g througn Axis countrics, might
wmex s such £ nro-ssel unfeasible, Lt wos deeldsd tnrt this
offyr ¢« ould by invastipated furtrizr us to 1ts practicability.

wr, weblac, who sxpezetsc to be wparting for Yale:stlne
o Aupust 24, btook cceasion to axdress his thanks for the
agsiztancse and coonerrtion whieci. ha had received from ths
Tar s fugss Board in comnection with thet part of the
transvortation of refugse-s in wnieck he and his assoclates
are interestod, 3 exorasssd tne hopse that ths Yar isfugese
Board would continuw iss friendly eofforts in collaboratl n
with nls sssocletes who will rsmain in l:tanbul bto carry
an Lra worii.

tir, Hirac mann, in acknowledging kr, <chind's requsst,
assured him of the continuing assistancs of the Wer Kefugoe
Soard end asksd hir to tell his colleaguss in Palestine
that desplte allrobstgclas the agenciss in Istanbul wers
working hardqr then basfore.

There being no further buslness, the moeting was

ad journse: at 6115 pene

dorbert Katzkl

Telegrem attached




Attachmont to Minutaes >

.

ToLEGRAGH S HugU Di KOLB, le 16 A0UT

Las corraspondants des Inatitutions juivas, qui ont
ma conflance, m'ont montréd le t8légrame qu'ils ont ndrossd
a Igibenbul, -t me d:mandent de lapruy=r énergioususnt,

Js vous pris ds vouloir bian ralre CoUPTON. TS 4
Lstr.buly, aan 110UAT doit Stre ~4Pinitiver:nt bee:td, 4t que
RUBIM, cantre l2gquel sxistsnt des -rieflfs a%risux, cdoit %tre
congddisg; aans do toelles nosurss, 1'8r:iproilon Julvs sera
gravsm:al comnromise,

La gquestion doit 2irs zatrs Llas meilns de o, ZI33U,
gl 23t un boree intdgie ot ansuyd nar 1o Jouvarnansnt ~oumain,
Czci d'autent aue 1'on prévoit 13 prochain rassege d'lun grand

noxbro ¢'4migref hongrois,

Ltaffrétement du batasu ALBAJTLIA se prépare st sora
utilisé wour L'émigration jusqu's Istanbul, La cepacité de
trangnort sst de quatre mille persenines,

La quoestion de 1l'achat d»s deur batcaux roumaling
statlonnds <dans le port A!'Istanbul sst de nouvseu & 1l'ordre
du jour. Veulllez ise chbler dlurgenes ai ¥, dirschmen ou
autrs srganlsme juif peuvent garantlr une Somme de 5 millions (?)
vour ls voyage allor 2t retour de 1'ALBAJULIA,

Votre massage‘666 no m'ast barvsnu que ¢e jour. ORAT
88t rasponsable du nowmbre des passagers ayant pris olace
sur les bateaux quil furent envoy4ds par sas soilns, A

Je suis dans 1l'attente de= vos rensslgnensnts au

sujet du neufrage du HM-FKURE,

Kolb
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At my suggestion, a speciel meeﬁ&ng was neld in the

office of ths Yar Hefuges Board, -Istanbul, on Aupust 23, for

the nurposo of examining the coptalns of the mefkura and
Bllipdil. Trors wero present curing tha'entire examlnation
tir. ~arbert Katzkl of the Viar s~fugee Board, and r, Cn,
Barlas of t.»» Jewisn fAgencey; end for part of ths time,
Messrs. Charles rassman and heubon sesnik of the Jolntg
~istribution Comlttes, and lMoshe averbueh of bthe Jewlisn
Agency. Yhe inauiry was conducted throug: en interpretoer.
A8 both cantalns had heen examined vpraviously, toe
R ouestlonlng was dzsigno: (1) %o o=stablish tne crsadltapillity
of the version of th: sinking sz given by ths hMafwura can-
taln; (2) to clarify certain polnts whieh seemed to be .
questiconablo,

Ihe object, {rowm tke po'nt of view ol the Gar Kefuges
Board, was tc determine as naarly as possivle the clrcumsbances
lesding to tho dlsastor, and whether or not the disaster was
avoldable. This was designed for purposes of formulating
its own pollicy as to the faasibllity in principle of further
gaa-transporbutlon for rascue Word. Other matters, relating
to the saf:ty provisions for passengers and the org nization
of the voyagss, wers not the subject of the présent inquiry.

ihe captain of the Mefkurs ﬁas raq@asted to,repeat the:
history of bthe voyags of his vessal from tho time of,itéw
departure from Constanza up to ths momentrof iis rescue by I

* the Bﬁlbﬁl} He had related this on a previous occasion,

whon the Wer Refugse Board was not representen bat which

“hed Subseuuertly been raeportsd to the Board. In summary,

and without entering into Darticulars, the version now

glven varled from tho irst, ‘and from tha Taports mad~%' 7
surviving Mefkura passengers, on. 8o : many fundamental details
as to create g doubt regarding the oreditability of
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importent elements of the llefiura captain's report. The

impression gained by wr. ~alzkl from this pxamlnation was . - = —

that the capntain probably lost hls hoad during the incldent,
and whii: ona cannot ascortain as éo what extent his acts
o1 failurs bo act ware a contributory cause, we ars not at
all convine 4, .bessd unon Lo captain's conflicting testi-
mony am. thet wleli survivors reportea, that Uhe clsaster
was uasvoldebls, o
T capilain of the SUlbdl, 1t sesms, made a men better
improssion, s appoarsd objective in reportving avents to
the extent of his personal knowledge. +hile some ol the
Bdibdl ~assongsrs reports sdversely regercing nis conduet
during certain steges of th2 interception of his vessal,
ns gpparently acted in & much more rasponsible mann-r than
did tha masfiura cantain, when confronted by bthe same emer-
geney., In the [inal analysis, he brought his vessel through

a situation similar to that which resulted in the lisl.ure

disastar.
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of & Mestlng
of the Operating Group of Rellef Orgenizuatlons .
in tho Offlce of Mr. Barlas, August 17, 1944, 7:00 peme - -

Those prossnt: I. A, Hirschmann, Herbert Ketzkl, Zeev Schind,
Heuben n-snik, Davld .chweltzer, Chalm Barleas,

Mr, ilrschmann ¢ -msd the maating by sug esting tnat 1t
would be edvisable at this time bto rsview the projects for
svacuating rofugees from ~umenia by see, in view of the
Lofkura disester. In this connection, he alluded to WRB
cable Ho. ©%., Hpr. Barlas revorted Lhat a smnll committee,
conststing of kessrs, Barlas, nasnik, ena weyorhoff, is
{invostigebing all t.e facts, as Uar as thoy can bs ascer-
talnsa, reparding tho sinking, and that a full report will
be mada uavon tne conoiusion of thelr Investi-atioas. In the
msanwhile, it 1s nia oninlon that svacustlon by sss from
Rumania must contlns, end ha hes elrescy wrlbtsn Hr, Z1lssu
to that effect.

Mr, aesnik statsd that the Meflura survivors snd the
Bli1vlll passengers with whom he spoke felt that the dangers
of see transportation ware nratty strong, end that something
more ought to bs dons in tarms of safsty if movesmsnt by ssa 18
to continue, If Humanisn navel escorts of thas boats up to
Bulgerien waters coulc be sacured, why dould not similer
safety measures be btaken for the voyage beyonc that polnt?
Tolegrans which he had seen and whieh were being sent to
Rumenia to relatives in Rumania by Bﬂlbﬁ; pasaehgére,adviéed
agalnst leaving Constanza 5y boet for: the voyggg'torlstanbﬁla

Kr, Schind pointed oﬁt that—invéstigations of ths disas~

ter are not yet oompletegr Information thus far-to hand'was

that - tne Mofkura travelled withouﬁvlights,andithat:warningsf
from°the,aﬁtéckingrboats that the Eefkufé"s@@p’its,énginesr'

and stand by were &ié#égarde@. It 1s imébftaﬁb”to khdw whather
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similar signals to stop, were received by ths BUlblil end

exactly what the circumstances were under wiloh 1t did étdp
and subsequontly continus ils voyage. . .

Lne thrsas r-iuges boats wers sscerted by Rumenian vesﬁels
and salled undor Garman psrmission, undsr snseific instruc-
tions as to route. *hess ars factors which have & bearing
uoon tne investipation, “he insureance companiss are also
cuecklng up on the facts,

wr, Barlas suggested thst an effort be made to seoure
t::e assistance of membors of Lhe Amorican and Srltish
Attaches offlices 1ln conduocting the inquiry, ur. Scrind was
of the opinion that until the investigatlon was finished
there should be no changs ln polley regarding movement by
shlp, Perhaps pso le In numania will be unwilling to travel
by sea, but tuls would bs thzir decision and not ours, It
18 only by moving people from humania that 1t will be vosslbls
to asslst r=fugess lrom Hungary who will be dnpendsnt upon
Humenian transit facllities, It should be noted that the
hefkura was the first shi: which was a casuelyy after eight .
others had successfully completed thoeir trips to Istanbul,
wr, Schweltzer lelt that peopls in Humania arve in posssssion
of all the facts, snd they will decide_as t§ whsther or not
they wish to travel by sea, In the mesnwhile, they must be.
glven the opportunity to make their own dscisioﬂ;ih thi;
regard, - -

7 Mr.'ﬂirséhmann summarized the positién’by,stating that;it 7
was agregd by all present in pPinciple asito:the needrfof
oonbiﬁuing gsea transportation. However, thiéiléads‘to'sevéral
questionst. flrst, what safety pfovisipnsrcéﬁ Se takenqur
future vqyages;:,éecbnély{ for whom'shéilrtha}ships_bé'ﬁéde

available,Vforrﬁgmagians, Bulgarians, or'ﬁupgarians;Wfénd'thirdl&.

what delayed the departure of thefMorina; Bl ané=mefkura;vr
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lir, Schind stated that 1t was impossible to enswer. the
last question definitely, but it was the opihion of his group
in the abssnce of othar informatlon that the delay was the
rosult of inbernal politics. He can only hoﬁe'that, bhecauae
of varlous steps wnhlch have boen laien, such discord will not
ariss in the future. Zissu, Fildermenn, end retrusce all
were involved 1n the diasensioné. Some of tis delays mey.
have occurred becsuse of the met ods of finenclng transporte-
tion, whieh involved the choosing of peopléfwho are 1in a
position to pay sufflclent sums for their passaées to covar
internal expenditurss which mudt bs rads In Fumenia.

1t the Bellacita or other Dulgarien boat can be sont
at once to Constanza, this should bs donas, Tnis will have
a good moral effect even if it rmust sell with a small
mumber of neople, Indee’?, ordars have already beeﬁ disnatehed .
tn Constanza thst the Salanaldin be sent off, carrying any
numbor of persons, howsv:r small, who are willing to make
the tris at this time., In a cabls from Bucharest, dated
August 14, Hr, Sehindts group was advisod that arrangonents
for the vebullding of the Salshaldin are going o, and 1t
will be reedy to meke the trip within Fhe next few AByS.
With tha Sm*rnie,wl,kewise, preparationsbfor aceomodating
pessengers ars going forward. in his opinlon, tha work!musﬁ

go onh becsuse at this moment there 1s no -othey solution to : i

the - transportation guethion.

Hr, Resnil was of the opinion that up to. the present
time“trers was no factor In the sitgéﬁiénrﬁhich7shogld cauée
the stoppage of sea transport, waevér5>ﬁaximumraffbrts for i
éafety muat be  taken. uome survivors reported to hif tﬁat' |
liﬂe~sav1ng ‘squipment: was not satisfactory. They were
sufficient 1n number, but deficient 1n quality. ihere weﬁe

1anguuge diffieulties. inaSmuch as nona of tho: passengers
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could spesk Turkish, and neither the captain nor tho_ crow
members knev any other 1anguag§. ileans of égress from the
boat wars llkewiss inadequats, '

Accoriing to Ir. 5S¢ weltzsr, the vsrsion of some ol tha
veople waa that 1v wes lopossible for bne mefkura vnassengors
below docks to gt oubt of the hold., In his opinion, clarifi- .
cotion shoul” 1lit~wlss be 8Sscured of a curreht reszort that
1% pey cent of ths sassangers must pay for tne voyags in
order to covar intarnal expenses, or the dsparture of bosats
is calavard,

~1e Barles stated that any rofugoe can lsave numania
without peying transoortution, and that u> o the prssunt
time no ra:fugee has been rzquired to pay for his voyage,

lir. Hirschmann thought 1t advisazble to withhold judgment
until the full roport of the invastipating committes be
recelvod, but that in the meanwhile all efforts for sea
transnort should conblnue. ‘he vossibilities thet oscorts
be seant with te bosatis who are able to inbsrpret languages
sttould likewise be e! seked, Ir, Zenind steted tnst orders
havs boen gsent te Constangze thet cetter life-belts rust be
found, that all passengers must wear theéelr lifs-belts at all
ﬁiﬁes, thet not more then one ship shoulé be en roube at any
one time, that ceopls able to act as interproters ba prévidéd'
for tha ships, and that tho number of pesrsons bmﬁéfkéﬁ/on the
vessels should be roduced in order,toﬁaﬁoid,ovéfaofoﬁdiﬁg,7,
In this connoction, instructions have'already beén sent to

Buchaipest to .embark no mors Lhan 400 pasgangers on. the Salashaldin,

on which 1t was originally plannad to' gend 600.

’ Mry” Hirschnenn sisdiminkk introducad for. diéousaion the
manner in whiob the Bﬂlbﬂl passangers were rcceived and
shaltgred'in Istanbuly . -ils statad nhat accoruing to reports}

redeived'b§aﬁim,_thefé'was substgnuial rgom'forAlmprqvemept
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in the matter of orgenizatlon,” Nr. Barles thought thnt the -~ ~
raofugess wore satlarisd and that evarything went nll right,
It must be taken into asccount that the loeal psonls who
assisted in the work at tho Towlsh gchool wharse tne neople
wers shalterod wirs w lthout axpsriznes in the matter. Mr.
ilesnil pointe out thet the sers0ol facllities were not éet
un for tne kinl ci ssrvice wi.lek was expectad of them, oand
that in hias opinion the mabisy wes nendle? spbisfactorily.

My, Scowsitzer stats thal on Tha whole the work was
done satisfactorily, bub wes ol the oninion that thore was
substantial room [ r improvemant in tsrms of the organization
of the work im providing meadiesl asslztance and olher tynes
of aid, «olbhough the lning-room was wnll organizsd, there
was substantiasl reom Tor lmorovemznt in other asnects of
the work.,

lir, oirschmenn, to sum up, felt that 1t was important
that the resresentutives of ke other organlzations in +stanbul
many of whom have had expericnce in the movemontjof rafugenss
ought to be given some rssponsibility where emergencias of
the oresnt kind asrose, a8ll in the intersst of ths task to
be performed.

fpe Hirsehmenn r.quested information'regérdlng the étatus
of the 85 Vita and Pirin. Hr, Sehind reporﬁgd.thaﬁ he had
sent orderg to Burges to prepere tﬁaééiboabs fdr departure
but was wilithout reply. ”Mr; Bprlas"expériehée in‘comﬁunicé;
ting with the officlel Jewlsh Agenc3 rapresentative 1n :'
Bulgaria likewiae ramained without- resnonse. The reason ror

the abSenae of replies is hot known. “erhaps Bulgarian

'Jewish people, beoause ol the Mgfl ura disastor, were

nwilling to take the risk of ths sea VOyage, ‘am parhaps
they did not feal the urgent pressure to 1eave a5 did kEm
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for exemple the rofufzees who had untarquhumunia. 1n any
svent, this matter iz b-Ing foilowwd up closély, and i no N
rospor.sn 18 receivaed wlthin the next,three or four days,
other steps will by taken.
Hr, Barlag Lhen road bto tre meeting & latter datsd
i ' august 12, 1744, which ho had pagelved from fho oritisn
obassy in snvers, susmerlziog the bopme or an sgro.ment
1c‘r¥ e boen wai-c by the Tursish rovelgn Vfflce with ref-
erynse Lo ths lssaegne: of sursxish franalut visas to applicants
trayatar iv ~unggny, sumanig and Juolpsria, oo e were in
aosssssion of ¢artain socumsnts as a .asls for susportiag
Hhalr »omiests,
- In t-o above connestl.n, sv. ilrschuwm read in full
the mtire text of the tslegram wiich was sent by the Dritish
swbassy in Ankare vo bhe forslgn U{fice, London, and whlch
gave in dobeil tie terms ol Lhe agresmant, e ravortesd © at
he had as<ad kr. oimond of tr.e Intarnational ned (ross to
= inforr Intercroes dolegntes in Hungery, rumenie and Sulgaris
of the Yurkisrn trensit visa facilitles now made nossible
undsr the agrasmenb.
sy, Barlms reportsd that he had sent @ test group of
100 confirmations o ths Jewlsh agoney repreSuntative ln
Bulearis, to detevmine wheibher or not it will be oossible ‘ ;
for tha holdsrs thersof bto cross tha Turxish.bordar withou§ » :
furtner ado,. aé a tsst of the poss;bili;ias und§r the
% greewent, Ihstruvbions had been dlsnabchéd Ey'cabie and. -
1ettsr t0 Budapsst to sent a flrat group of .600 refugees to
Humanlia or Bulgaris as g furthar tast.
Disousslion then ensued as. to the manner in whicn uaople
from Jungary oan be tranaported, witu uarticular refarence ' R S R

to rall traffic difrieultiaa.' 1t was: pointed out bnat, under
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the agreenent, apparently movement frowm tga gatellite coun-
tries wae to be conflned to sea voyages, on tie Pirin a;d
Vita, end Lnat on these grounds rail ontry inte Turkey was
to coease.

mr, Sarlas reported thet tinls part of tho agreement has
sincs boen amencasd, sud that land truffiq is to oe xeptl opan.
The crtbish .mbassy agres. Lo soni & speciél nisinorandum Lo
the Poraign Oi'vice on Lh: subject.

cr. Barlas re.orted furthur thel e had & weasago from
Svitzerland bthalt two groups of chlldrsn s.ould vs lsaving —
shortly frow “ulgacla. a6 expscbod bo lavsstipate lnls
wvatter furtsr sy ic onsare witihilon the nsat few Cays,.

~Llti: ropard to mungary, Lr. Barles rs:oitec that word
had be=n received fron xraus and homly, a Jewlsh 4gency leader
in Budapest, by letter, whic.. left bwn .ays ago, whica ‘
indicated that, first: Kreus is optimistic as to possibilities
for emigrstion from tungery; second: snomly reports8 L. .as
although ths liungerians agreed in princlole, they have taken
no steps to put these principles into metion,

mpr, Barlas has rescelved definité information that rumanlen
transit vises for Hungsrian rafugeeg have been arranged, but
hes no information up.to the presont tlme fegarding Bulgariaq
transit, He thought it advissble that stepsrbé teken to
securs fres passage through Bulé@ria iﬁ behalf of‘Hunéarian

Jews, Should this facility be ssocured, it would then be

poasiblé,jo bring further pressuraiﬁn,ﬂungaryifor—rélease'of

refugees from that eountfy.

There beinp no furtier business, thé meeting was

ad journed at 8;50&

v




WAR REFUGEE BCARD
Executive Office of the President
Washington ) -

FOR RELEASE HORNING NEVSPAPERS . RELEASE NO, 13
Tuesday, August 22, 1944. -

Details of the midnight attsck and subsequent sinking in the Black Sea
of the S. 8. Mefkura, 200-ton Turkish motor ship carrying refugees from
Gonstenza, Roumania, to Turkey were revealed today by John W. Pehle, exec~
utive director of the War Refugee Board.

Reports from the five survivors indicete that the ill-fated Mefkura
vent down under German shell fire., More than 250 ‘passengers perished,

"If anyone had any dubts about the German sttitude toward refugee rescud
operations, or anticipated a lessening in the Nazi progrem of exterminetion,
he now knows the ugly truth," ifr. Pehle declared,

According to a cable received by Mr. Pehle from Ira Hirschmann, War
Refugee Board representative in Turkey, survivors of the Mefkura stated that
the ship was approached by three surface craft near midnight August 5., The
boats were barges, about the length of two railroad cars s and armed with
machine guns and cannons. The boats fired both cannons and machine guns at
the Mefkura. One of the first shots exploded the machinery in the machine
room and the ship was set aflame by incendiary bullets,

The survivors said that many of their number were wounded by shell fire;
others were caught in the flames or injured by flying machinery. The machine
guns continued to fire upon many of the passerigers after they had donned life
preservers and jumped inta the water, : :

The five Mefkuras survivors and 395 pasgengers from the S. S. Bulbul; which
made the trip a few hours Yehind the Mefkura, are now'en youtc to Prlebtine by
rail, Mr< Pchle said,. The Bulbul passengers. rgported thet thoir ship wes not-
on the seene during the attack on the Mefkura; ~ Later the armed boats approached
the Bulbul and its engines were shut dowm, A4 _daylight %% picked up the-five
MefRura survivors,-who were' all that could be Found, A" ¢ vas raging, other-
wise it vas thought that more might heve boen roscied. - 2L K
armed boats did not fire upon the ‘Bulbul, whiech gonting

the Mefkura survivors to ‘Ignaeda; Tirkey.

Mr. RBehle stated that the emér:
ing both:jhe Hefkira survivors.and:
- to V:'L;z:e) Lo 358,
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‘Washington; Aug (&) 3
War: Reluge ! oai‘d sald.today res
ports: from- five survivors:indicated
that ‘the Turkish motor ship’ Mef-
kura; ‘earrying refugeés from - Ro:
tiania: to-Turkey; was shelled and
sunk: by German surface :craft- on
August 5. inthé Black Sea,” ..

More': than'» 280 passengers. per-
ished in the sitiking. The'survivors,
John W. Pehle,- execitive-director

‘t"ﬂn—blgqrd, smﬁ-—u&_now en
_foute. to: Palestin ot

Refugees Indlcate 1
l;'N“%La'l ~ p|
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STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
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LIG=496 Lish
Dilgstrisution of true

Q

reading only by specinl Dated fugust 21, 1944
orYOngEICnt, ) )

REc’™d 1:50 pem.

2500, fuzust 21, 3 n.nm.
no X —

Pollowlns is substronc: of tele rom zsnick

‘Doted fucust 16.

DASIENZETrs ~n¢ 5 survivors

arrived Galate Jugust 14, 372 left fov

Palestine fugust 15. Interviewed possengErs stn

of
m

following; first, nll survivors 14 FIUR. certoin shin sunk

1

Dy lncendiary bombing and sun Ffire /upust § ot

liost survivors ideptified ctbackers. Second, only ,ossible
Tor 40 or 50 to leave ship, 2ll others wounded or Hurned
' to death, Of whose wiwo Left onlvy 5 were aaved, a Hungorien
couple, 2 Polish men ard a Rumanion yonion, Thirc, thoseg
struggling in water VETE naching -gunned by 3 prtrol bhocts

vihlch attacked LIAFKUR:, fourth, otlers, perhaps 20 or 25

ishit hove beEen rescued if coptain ~Ff BULBUL had been.

willing to help, Tifth, loss of 1ife in part Gdue o

insufficient exits to dzcli from hold ond defective 1ife

; saving apparatus, . : ;7
i v

This is "R} 160 JDC 55 from Pilpel for Le avittj
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-2- #2580, August 21, 3 p.m., Cfrc. Lisbon

‘nancial infermation

Sgading detnlled report and
later. Resnich thinks troffic from Constanza will
Either ceagE or ot best be very small; this is end of

Resnickis information,

-~ .
Have ndvised Joseph Schwartz and alsc told him
s !
Barlas has notified Dobkin thnt Darlos congiders further
be B ‘ '

transports possible,
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August 19, 19ui

HEMORANDUN

TC: Secretary Mérgenthau

FROM J. ¥. Pehle

7 The attached cable from H@géchmann glves
the detalls of the sinking off the coast of Turkey
on August 5 of the Turkish vegsel WEFKURA, with
the loss of 24t refugees. There were only five
survivors.

If anyone needed further proof as to the
Gernan attitude toward rescue operations, here it

is. We are making the facts public, -
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Tye Washington Post
M8 17 1944

Turkish Ship Sunk
s, Say Subvivers

(delayéd) &
Turkish-ahip
5

o Turk:
refiigees; said tod
senfto the bottom by 5
thiee -Geman patrol oats.” . -
The Germian oraft attgeked-with-

ngers in the
abanddned ship,
——

m.d the !fn'v!voi‘l




NAZ{&SANK SHIP i St e
WITH 250 REFUGE Tho. batiom, by shelifire” trom

three German: pidtrol boats.
| The -German cratt “attacked
without warninj ‘machine-
Istanbul, Aug. 16 (Delayed) (A.|gunned the strug, shengers

P.).—Five survivors of the Turk-|inthe water when they abandoned

i%ﬁkﬂre, previously re- ship, said the survivors.
ported si on August 6 while
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‘L6 réolt des roscar*s surlafin-
‘tragique du “Mefkare®

Des chiens, jetés & la mer par les
hommes des sous-marins, attaquérent
ﬁ les sinistrés qui voulaient
{ <+ -sauver leur vie

Les réfugiés juifs dont la’

randonnée dramatique a été
relatée par tous les journaux,
sont enfin arrivés hier matin

par train en notre ville. Ils’

303 en.

gont au nombre ‘de
dehors des 310 qui sont arri-
vés par le moteur <Morinas.

Les rescapés du «<Mefkare»
nous ont fait le récit suivant :

“Nous avons échappé a une.

mort certaine. C'était - pour
nous délivrer des sppplices st
des calamités indescriptibles
que les Nazis faisaient pleu-
voir sur nos tétes que mnous
avons risqué nos vies en nous

.embarquant en si grand nom-

bre sur

moteurs.
Nous n’en avions ~pas le

choix. -

de pdreils petits

MTuRGue e 15, 1P '
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Rester en Europe ou é&tre
noyés dans les profondeurs de
la mer Noire, signifiait pour
nous la méme chose, . c'est
pourquoi nous nous sommes
embarqués sur ces trois .per,
tits moteurs furcs que. nous
avions - affrétés. Cependant,

4 mesure que la nuit avangait, |

la peur commencait i s’emparer,
des vieillards et des enfants,
elle augmentait au fur et &
mesure que l'obscurité deve-
nait plus dense et on dirait
que ces. vieillards et enfants

pressentaient le malheur.Vera}

it, . trois sous-maring sur-
girent d’on ne sait ol Les
projectiles_pleuvaient | autour.
de nous. -Un coup direct. oc-

cagionna un incendie - dvbord{’

(Suite gn page 4 coli 6y

o 1 g s
= Nelkire &

(Suite de la lére page)
du «Mefkire>. Je ne peux pas
vous décrire l'effroyaple scé-
ne. Toua cherchaient a ge je-
ter a l'eau et aller "a une
wort_ presque certaine. Tous
les efforts des capitaines des
deux antres moteurs, le “Biil-

biil,, et lé “Morino>» pour nous
envoyer des aides, étaient
empéchés par les mitrailleu-
ses des sous-maring. Ceux qui
purent sauter & la mer com-
mencérent i lutter contre les
vagues mais ceux qui ne sa-
vaient pas nager ont. coulé
avec le navire. )

Tant que le “Mefkare® bra-
lait nous pouvions nous voir
grace aux {lammes. Mais une
fois le mateur could, les alen-
tours furent plongés dans une
profonde obscurité et nous
n'entendions plus que les cris
et les gémissements de ceux
qui se noyaient. Les sous-ma-
rins voyant le <Mefkare,, cou-
ler tournérent le feu de lears
mitrailleuses contre nous et
non contents de cela ils je-
térent 4 la mer quelques
{chiens qui viorent 'attaquer
ceux qui luttaient contre les
vagues pour sauver leur vie.
Une dizaine de. personnes
ont été noyées en lut'ant con-
tre ses chiens. Oa ne voyait
plus les deux autres moteurs
fque les sous-maring avaient
commencé 3 attaquer.Ce dra-
i{me a duré quatre heures en-
viron car aprés on n'enten-
dait ‘plus aucune voix. Tous,
sauf nous ‘cing, #'étaient no-
yés. A l'aube nous avors -pu
pager vers la cote, Clest élor‘sé
que le moteur ~ <Bulbiil>=qaid
avait-réussi 3 se réfugier @'la
cote est venu nous -sauver et
nous avons - .pu.-atteindre - laj
¢ote ‘d'Ineada. Nous étions £93r

# Ineada. TR
. La ‘générosité du gouverpe-
ment- Ture, et -les~gentiments|
humanitaires. . manifestés. s par;

issant:Rouge gont les|
seuls héritages:de valenr 'y.:rme.‘-.g
hious fransmettrons 4. °nos- én
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