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Agency ., (DESEREGEED.)

Secretary of State,

Washington.

ERIS Y /44

1493, hugust 15, 10 p.m. P ¥
AT LA T O SRR SRS AT 0
FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN
Ankara's TO. 133
Three hundred ninety-five passengers from the

/ Ll
SS BULBUL and five from the illfated MEFKURA arrived

in Istanbul by rail from Cherkaskoy. THEy WErE quartered
in & echool in Istanbul. They were brought over the
mountains by oxca?t from Igneada to Vize, a distance

of about 40 miles., The women and children rode, the

men walked, The remainder of the trip'was'madc-by

trucks to Cherkaskoy and thence by train to Istanbul,

The MEFKURA survi?brs report the foliowing information
msganding the skaking of MEFKURA: _ Shortly after :
midnigh§ on hugust 5 the MEFKURA was approached by
three surface craft of t..e length of two railway cé;s
with flat shallow draft bottoms and armed with small:
cannonuand machiﬁé guns. They Were r;nsidéfadftb,ba

German.




- -2~ #1493, hugust 15, 10 p.m., from Ankara

i . s

German boatsrsincE they had silhourt:es similar in
appEaréncs to thQSE boats which had »een SEEn in
Constanze harbor, The three boats opsqtd fire onrthE‘
MEFKURA With cannon and machine guns, 0pg of the first
shots landed in the ﬁachinsry room'of MEFKIRA -exploding
the machinE?y. " The ship ﬁas set on fire by incendiary
bullets, A largé number of passengers were wounded

on the boat its;lf bybmachipa gun firﬁ; otheErs were
caught'invthz flames . or injurzd'by'bifs of flying

machiﬁery,~_Many passsngéns~dohnsdilifs PTESELVEDS

and jumpgd- oyerboard, -T@?

upon,thErpasséngersﬂﬁ .‘g“th y*wsrérfﬁAthé;wéttv."

aphiﬁE.gﬁp}firE,dgnt;nusd-"j -
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=3- #1493, hugust 15, 10 p.m., from Ankara

voyage with the MEFKURA survivors aboapd toward
Istanbul. Tt came within. 300 meters of the Black Sea
entrance of the Bosphorus but was unable to antﬁr the
Black Sea on accoudt of the stérmy seas, It salled
back along thE Turkish shore” to Igneada before: safE
anchorags was found,

The numbEr of passxngsrs from thc BULBUL are’

approximately 395 includlng\214 mEn, 157 WOmen and

44 children’, Among then WEDPE’ two pr rnant womEn and

two childrsn who had dEVElopEd pnaumonia who WEPE




irtanbul, su ust 15, 1244

gear Dobi

g moraling, 1n my talk with you, I ref rred

£ members of the crow of the £. 5, Bulbul having .
smace contact in bthe Slack Sea with the nebulous enemy,

“he -Lory now, as told to me, indlcates thnt nc
guen conbaet netuslly osourred; that the members of the
crow, on mm roelving danger of attack from armed boats
which wers res.orted to be 30 meters away froa the
Bulbul, entered & 1ife hoat and disappeareds ‘The Ceptain
attepted to do the zeme thing but was viithheld by
younger refuv,cos who threatened him, This is not e
very pretty story but it indicates why it was not possible
for any members of the crew of the Bulbul to determine
the noture of the attacking ships.

Cordially yours,

I. A,Birsehmann

fiobert Kelley, Zsquire

Charge d!'Affaires, a.l.

¢/o fmerican Consulate General
Istenbul

7
Y




Ia. mey

Un tmm spemlal a ramen
Jes 397 Jgraélilics - réfugiés qui
lvmmt dté debatqués -a Tgné -

u motor-hoat-«Bulbuly lequel n.vmt
616 attaqué B trois- repmses en Mer
{Noire -par_un- sousmpmin. inconny,
\Le Croflssant Rouge’ 1es -a. inatallés |

(Suite en Abme page 38Ne col)

ILi ]our«ao 4‘0’:‘{“"—
1 lﬁql&" o

' Bulbui,,et les oa-
: danses dn"“Nafka:
“3\ “ ré, quo. ;'e]ette

| Uné femme aytmt
igue Adg;:
SRR |l 71 huspxtn g ]
i veillance d’wn\e sage-femn
Jirotivait.: parmi: ces - réfugh
Nemnena $¢° melttiont-en rouls: dans’
quelqu.e{s jourg pout:la. Palestine.”
= P(u:mx les. nnuffragé& xbréah!ﬂ’s du

et e




August 14, 1944

Mr, Kelley:

hr., Payrman telephoned to me this morning to say
that he hsd informetlon from Istanbul thet 395 refugees
from port Ignesda hed now :Irived at Istenbul end thet
he hed telephoned to the British Embassy suggesting
thet arrongzements m now proceed for their further
traneport by \giﬁ/%ﬁ\ﬁyria. He said thet he now under-

stood thet ¥ir. Barlas would pey for thelr transportation
from Igneade to Istanbul.

E.L.F.
i
{
\
co: i L
Mr, Hirechmann? Tetanbul, ,
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"MEMORANDUHM

on the Conversations with Bfllbdl Passengers

Interviews with several of the Bliiblll passengers who arrived'
in Istanbul on Monday morning, August 14, at about 7 o'clock indica-
ted the following.

The three ships, the Morina, BUiblll and Mefkura left Constenza
together on August 3, 1944. They epparently sailed under the
auspices of the Rumanien Red Cross., The Morina itself, when it
arrived in the Bosphorus, bore indications of having had red -
crosses painted on its hull in various places, and I am informed
that the SH1blll likewise wes so painted. The three ships were
escorted through Rumanian waters as far as the Bulgarian border
by what was described to be two Rumanian mine-sweepers. They
travelled in single file, first two refugee boats, followed by
a Rumanian boat, then the third refugee boat and a FRumenian
boaet bringing up the rear. <Thils escort.left the refuges boats
upon arrival into Pulgerian waters. Thereafter, the three boats
salled on their own, the Morina, being fastest, first, then the
Bliib#ll,- end bringing up the rear, the Mefkura., Because of differ-
ences in speed, the ships rapidly drew away from each other..

One of the Blilbill passengers told me that he saw in:the drawer of
the captain of the ship a permit issued by. the Germans anthorizing

the departure of the three boats from Gonstanza, 1nd1cating tha

route which the three boats were. to. follow and 1ndicating a time
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ihe Mefkure, shortly after midnight, August 4th, was
approached by three surface craft deseribed to be about the
length of two rallroad cars, each wlth flat shallow-draft
bottoms armed with some small cennon and machine-guns. They
were alleged to be German boats similar in eppearance to boats
which had been seen in Constanza harbor, snd the three boats
opened fire on the Mefkure with cammon shot and machine-~guns.
One of the first shots flred landed 1n the machinery of the
Meflura and the machinery blew up. The ship ltself was set =
afire by incendiary bullets. A large number of passengers were
wounded on the boat 1tself through machlne-gun fire. Others
were caught in the flames. There were life-preservers on board,
not of very good quality, which the passengers donned and went
overboard. <LThe attacking boats continued their machine-gun fire
ubon the people while they were in the water. The sea was
quite stormy, as a result of which, despite the fact that the
passengers had life-belts, 1t was impossible for them to =msave
themselves.

Five passengers and thres of the crew were rescued. the
five passengers included a Rumsnian girl, by the name.. of Herta
Welss, a Hungarisn couple by the name of Phillip, end two Polish
men. Mr;. Phillip is a pregnant woman. The members of the crew
saved included the ceptaine.

A story whiech meveral of the people told, which may. or may
not be true, and ié&ged mayghavédor%g;nated from;ﬁbq}égme%séuipe?

is tqrtheﬁeffectathatzdegs'werezturnea:ldésg;iﬁ¢xh9fﬁ§tér §£tﬁé:

~gttacking boats in,drderlfurthén,tp hapassafhe;§é§séﬂ:é#§;:zf¢,
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struggling in the sea. The Bllblll at that time was some distance
away from the Mefkura and it was not until towards day-break that-
the survivors could be seen in the water and brought aboard. The
Phillips, for example, were in the water for over four hours.

Upon their arrival in Istanbul the two Polish survivors were
taken to Balat hospital, one suffering from burns on his body,
the other with a leg injury. The other three remained with the
Bliabfll group.

The Bllibdl 1tself came within about 300 meters of the Black
Sea entrance of the Bosphorus on Saturday, August 5, toward
evening, Because of rough- weather 1t turned up the Turkish
coast in order to find a sheltered anchorage. <'he boat was in
the vicinity of the Mefkura when 1t was attacked, but the passen~
gers say that they heard nothing of the cannonade and saw only
a bright glow on the horizon. During the very early morning, 1%
hove to when approached, some say by two,others say by three armed
boats. The Turkish crew of the B#l1blll, with the exception of the
captain, immediately left the ship in a life-boat. The captaln
himself, I am told, was advised by the passengers not to trytbo
take: similar action. The armed boats approached the “Hibill,
some say to a point 30 meters away,‘others 8ay 800 moeters. The
captain told the passengers to keep below decks, and holated the
flag of a Turkish cargo-carrier. I have no clear‘ekpianation a8 -

to what tranéﬁf:ed, but orders were given for- the:: sngines to

start up, end the Bli1bldl salled awey towsrd the gulf near Igneada.
The passengers with whom I spoke knew no reaso why the j:’ﬂlbiil

§




® " [

(There are inconsistences here in terms of time, which I ecan
ascribe only to the great excltement and tension which prevalled
among the refugees in Istanbul who, because of thelr ordeal, hed
lost all concept of time and dates. I shall try to stralghten
this out.)

There are several counts glven as to the number of passengers
on the Blliblll, one count 1s 214 men, 137 women, and 44 children
for a total of 395, I don't know who made this count, so that
I am unsble to learn up to what age the passengers are regarded
as children. Of the 395, 393 are supposed to have come %o
Istanbul, while two women remained behind in the hospital in
Igneada, one woman in childbirth and the other a woman doctor
who remained behind to care for her. Another count is 405
passengers, & third is 408, and a fourth 410, The exact number
will be known only after the officlal lists are made up for
the Turkish Police.

The refugees were brought through the mounteins by ox-cart
from Igneada to Vize, é distance of about 60 kilometérs. The
women end children rode, and the men for the most part walked,
carrying their baggage with them. From Vize to Cherkaskoy they
travelled by camions, which were provided'there,rand left by
train from Cherkeskoy at epproximately two o'clock in the
morning of August 14, and arri#edrin Istanbul at about 7 or 7:30.

The Bliibill, I was informed, is a ship of sbout 150 tons.

I am advised further that 1t was reconstructed to contain 240
berths, but it earried 405 passengers;' '

Upon arrival in Istenbul, ‘two pregnent ‘women who. were on the

A
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boat were teken to Balat hospital, as were two children who had

developed pneumonia., The two mothers of the two children were

sent to Balat hospltal to be with them.
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An Officisl Cerman Stutement.
In the Juestion oI the Sinking of the Purkish Vessel “KERKLA".
Berlin, 11 ( Redor)- The R3C has been spreading reports thet
a Germ'yn submurine had suns in the Black Sea a refugee-boat; "Merkla",
under Turkish flag, with 277 Jews on board.
The Intemational Information Burseau leerns from
the Command-Jost of the Uerman Forces that the sbove-mentioned infor
mation is altogether invented. The International Information Bureau
pas been suthorized to state offieially of behalf of the High Com-
mard of the drmy, that " no German submarine can be made resbonSalﬂle b
for the shipwreck of that Turkish boat. There argﬁcerman submarines

N
in those sea-areas nor were there ever any there. It is certain thet

i

we heve here before us an infringement of Internation Law, caused v,(l?i )’ﬂ'
Ay
by Soviet Russia M. »

) A ‘(ﬁf

( Universul, August 13th ) .
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) Following report has been issued eoncerning the 40 tons m%%aﬂﬁa

motor-hoat " Mefklre Y,

un the 1-3.8.944 at 20.30 in Constanza's port the 3

Jewish fugitiv-boats "Morona","BulbWl " and " Mefktee " were
preparing to leave same port,

Pirst started "ilorina "; then followed Bfilbul; then we
departed i.e. "iiefkure ", after 15 minutes our machine showed &
little defcot and it took us an hour's time to put it in order. Our
boat was accompanied by & rumenian officer and 3 sub-officers. e
re-examihad the ‘defect of our machiné; when I remarked gome distance o
off a black line. Addressing the rumenian officer, I was informed by
him that this was a germen surveyor boat in the port of Constanza

called generally " Lems ". Finding it my duty I informed my colleages

88 well as the passengers. In the morning thc rumenian officer vith

his fellowmen left our motor by the &ocompanying boats and returned

to Constanza.
The motor-boat "Morine " was near me. There was a goft

wind and. we followed the same direction. ‘hen the sun went down, the

moon appeared and we were 83%ill on the game way. In the nighé‘at

Z2.10 I perceived the cracking of a racket o¥er our motor. Finding
it my duty I drew the stop alerm and I saw 300 metres off agein a
black line. I suggested &t once t6 our passengers o put on thé

safety girdles Lxactly at 2.15 fire came ouk of the back of the

™ e sy

ship. Then a piece fe:l intorthe water, The fire grew fiercer and

pieces of wood flew over us #plashing into the Sea. The mashines too

eaﬁzz*t P
Ffes

AEEE gt o

were soon on fire.

i Y270 3 .
: I could 'nt sge the ééggéngéks taking’ the safety-boats,

Mraparaniet o PR S
| I Jumped into one Wbk my two fellowmen Kemal and.ﬁaSSah.r~Then from ‘\\\§




IAv]

I .

fellow~uen
the sufety-boat L sull PuBEBHEeTs jumping into the sea and some in

bousts. The sea was all over on fire . I then sam exactly the subr-
werine 100 and sometimes 50 netres turning avound us.

1 perceived also uen st anding on the uppermost tOP of the
subumrine , inspeeting to their right end left. Then the submeriné
turned to the north. Firing aguin it disaprcared. After some time
we perceived other fire gsignals from the sea.

wnowing thut the 3 boats hed to keep to the same direction
I weited end efter two hours 1 Saw wyplpul ¥ erriving. after some
time the same submarine appeared again near us, but not for & long
time, It aisappeared again. 1 i-.ediately iformed Puylbul. Of course
g paniec started on the sam® boat. I took a 1ittle toat of the motor
BTbul and saved my 5 fellowmen, for my briginal boat was sinking.

A woman and u man, as well &5 & irl and two men , wnich swam
gceroached to a ;ieeé of wood, were saved by us and we brought them
to tue " Bulbul." At 16 h we arrived t0 the Bosphorus, but owing to
a storm in tese waters, we Wwere obmiged to return & Igniada, ON the
6¢8. 44, , informiBg suthorities from thés place about the

accident of tie " wefkure", Authorities have immediately issued
orders to expediate the jewish emigrsnts by trein, helping them

end when I asked for help, they would aswer Ie that 1 shoularbersent

to prison, because I was the csuse of this unhappy event.rlt is

only due to a certain gentleman that I was left free.

Kgzim Turan

o
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fhe foll rwing eable s WRB 8. 2 ~

X
Fleass duliver paraphrase of the following message

*

to Dogtor Jossph Sehwarsz)” 242 Rua Aurea, Liebon, from

Ho A. bLeavith of the Amerlean Jewzeh Joint Distribution

Committee: A
QUOTE [teference sinking Matknm‘/ve have taken posl-

tion togethe.r with WRB oconeerning future eailings which

they have ée:’hled to Hipsechmann that we will fully support

Hirscnmann't’ decision after consultstion with Embaesy

and privates organizatione involved Stop Théy will neces~

earily have ‘30 take intc aecount the real rigk to refugeea

of remaminn vhere they are as against risk of cea voyages

and preaumal"'ly private organizations deal:\.ng with this

problen wAli inform the refugees of this risk. Uy ‘o'm

b SOETTINIUS
L ; _AGTING
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CABLE TO LISBGN
From War Hefugee Board to Norweb.

Fleass deliver the following messsge to Doctor Joseph
Schwartz, 242 Rus Aurea, [isbon, from M. A. Isavitt of the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committees
"Reference minking Mafkure we have taken position
together with WAB concerning future sallings which they have

cabled to Mivachman that we will fully support Hirschman's
decision after sonsultation with Eabasay and private organiza- ,
tions involved Stop They will neceassrily have to take inte
acccunt the real risk to refugess of reasining where they are
a8 asgalnst risk of ssa voysges and puumbl& privete organi-

sations dealing with this problem will inform the refugees
of this risk,."
THIS IS WRB CABLE TO LISBON HO. X3 78

10150 a.m.
August 10, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sea'y) Abrehemson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedmen, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Filss

. S k ¥
F‘H‘odelzjtljl .8/737.0’/41‘;;35(]- g&w iz, %ﬁﬁ&%m
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I August 11, 1944

Hemorandum re. the sinking of the S.S. Mefkura. !

Commander Robert Dunn, who 1s acting in the absence
of Captain Trammell, informed me of the following today,
which he had received from the British Naval Intelligence:

The Mefkura was not torpedoed but ran into a rock
at midnight of the day noted in the newspapers, This
occurred slther at Igneada or somewhat to the north of
Igneada, on rocks which sre close to the coast. There
were no life-boats nor life-belts on the Mefkura, Six
passengers and two of the crew were saved, and are now in
the hands of the Turks. The Turkish authorities have the
full story on the disaster, It will be necessary to see
the Vall to secure the proper authorization for interviewing
the prople when they arrive with the passengers on the
Bulbul (which means "nightingale").

The above information wgs supplied by Mr. Mares
of the British Naval Intelligence., Commander Dunn promiced
to request of Mr. Mares a copy of the full statement of
the British Intelligence when they have completed it.

- o -

h o

I, B, ﬁirschmann
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THE_agitiss SUN
AlG 101984

!Turﬂliﬁt_aﬂlgee Ship |
Sunk, Ankara Says.

: ! London, Aug. 8 (/P)—The Ankara

‘ radio said today that a Turkish
motor vessel carrying 292 Jews
from l(lloélstanta, Romadnim to Palesi
tine, had “supk outsidestereiteriz
lwat.e!’&""' The broadecast said that
five passengers and two crew mem-
.bers were saved. -
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oo CONTROL J0PY,

2475, Tenth, 5 p.m.
FO; LQAVITT/FROM PILPEL/WRE 151, JDC 53.
//REubEn Resnik cables Yreports on 88 BULBUL/gnd

38 MAFKURA“étill uncleer because bad communication.
Present report SS WMAFKURA lost with 310 pessengers, ©
rescued including 2 crew. 60 children aboard. Present
official report but not final submarine gunfire, butb
struck rock theory also advanced., &t agency request,
we arranged transfer and rescut remaining KAFKURA
passengers and S5 BULBUL passEngers who came Igneada
where boat held, Following donek. Food sent passeEngers
disembarked being transferred over impossible road by
horsecart to Sergen, thence lorries to Cherkeskoy WheEre
board trains, expect arrival here Saturday morning,
lodged on boat for day and will leave Saturday night
for Palestine., Hirschmann fully informed and approved

: /
all arrangemmts. Sahar Adom coopErating:;/ :

NORWEB

WMB

FECRPTAN
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AUG 15 tpeg

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following messege for you from Mr. Pilpel (JDC No. 53)

hae been received through the Americen Embassy in Iisbon under date
of August 10, 1944t

"Reuben Raesnik cables ‘reports on SS BULBUL and S8 MAFKURA B
still unclear because bad comrmunication.

Present report 835 MAFKURA
lost with 310 passengers, 6 rescued including 2 crew.

60 children
aboard. Present official report but not final submgrine gunfire,

but struck rock theory alaso advanced. At agency requesat, we arrenged
transfer and rescue remaining MAFKURA passengems and SS BULBUL passen-
gers who came Igneada where boat held. Following done. Food gent
passengers disembarked being transferred over impossible road by
horsecart to Sergen, thence lorries to Cherkeskoy where board trains,
expect arrival here Baturday morning, ledged on boat for day and will
leave Saturday night for Palestine. Birschmann fully informed and
approved all arrangements. Sahar Adom cooperating'.™

Very truly yours,

82med) 3. W. Pehlo

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

¥r, ¥, A. Leavitt, Becretary,

Anmerican Jewish Joint Distribution Committes
270 Madison Avenue, ”

New York, New York.

W\/

FH: jth 8/14/44
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2476, fuagust 10, 5 p.m.

FOR LELVITT FROM PILPEL WRB 1syo JDC 55,

Wish advise 308 S8 MLRIN. passengers left
Istanbul for Palestine /ugust 9. 38 BELLLCITA/re-
ported to have left Constanza, iugust 8th with 150

passengers of whom 120 children.
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Dear Mr. Leaviti:

The following message for you from Mr. Pilpel (JDC No. 55)
has been received through the Americsn Rmbassy in Lisbon under date
of August 10, 1944:

"Wigh advise 308 S8 MARINA passengers left Istanbul for
Palestine August 9. SS BELLACITA reported to have left Constansa,
August 8th with 150 passengers of whom 120 chiidren."”

Very truly yours,

{84¢gned) J. ¥, Pabils

J. W. Pehle
Executive Diraector

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committse,
270 Madison Avenue,

New York, New York.

FH: jth 8/14/44
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éﬁﬁitollowing War Refugee Board 97 ia for Hirsd
Please refer te your Nos. 1429, Auguat 8, 1437, August ﬁ.
and 1445, August ? (War Refugee Board Hos. 118, 118, and 122).
The Board dseply regrets the sinking of the refugee ship =
HEFFURA gnd the attendant loess of 1ifge. The Board is thankful
tha% the ships BULBUL and M4RINA arrived safely. The efforts
of Kelley and Hiraschmann in this connectlon are greatly
apprecliated.
The Board will appreciate such further information concern-
iny the sinking of the MEFXURA ge gan be furnished consiatently
with security requirementa.
With }aspaot to poeeible future voyages of the Bulgarian
or any other boate, as mentioned in your No. 1445, the Boara
will fully support a decision by you after consultation with
the Eobassy and the private organisations involved. Ve know
that your decision will tske into aecount the relative riek to
the refugses 1f they remain in Bulgaria, Rumanila or Hungary ae
the c¢ase may be as contrasted with the risks of sea voyages.
We also sssums that through the appropriate private organizations
the refugees themsslves have been rullj informed of the riaks

involved in suoch voyages.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 ‘j’h.

By R. I Parks Dam_S_EB_]. 8 1972 ) ' ;
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=2e #0694, August 10, 5 p.i., Lo liixra

The forepoing bas been diseuesed with the JDO here and it

is in agreement.

STEOPII:,
{acting. |
(e

WRB: MMV : KO MNE SE S/CR
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Cable to Kelley, Ankars, for Hirachmann from the War Rafugee Board.

Please refer to your Nos. 1429, August 5, 1437, August 6, and 1445.
Mugust 7 (Wer Refuges Board Nos, 116, 118, and 122),

The Board deeply regrets the sinking of the refugee ship MEFKURA
and thz attendant loss of life,

The Boerd is thankful that the ships
BULBUL and MARINA arrived safely. The efforts of Kelley and Hirschmann
in this connection are greatly appreciated.

The Beard will app'reoiate such further inforrmation ooncerning the
sinking of the MEFKURA ms can be furnished consistently with security
requirements.

¥With respect to possible future voyages of the Bulgarian or any

other bosts, as mentioned in your No. 1445, the Board will fully support
& declpion by you after conpultation with the Evbassy and the private
organisations involved, We know that your decision will taks into account
tne relative risk to the refugees if they remaln in Bulgaris, Pumania or
Hlungary &8 the case may be as contrestsd with the riasks of sea voyages.

Yo also assume that through the appropriate private organieations the

refugees themsslves have been fully informed of the risks involved in
such voyages.

The foregoing has been discusped with the JDC here sand it is in
agresment, '

THIS IS WRB CABLE %0 ANEARA NO. 97

2320 p.m.
August 9, 1944

Mias C}_muncey (for the Seo'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedmen, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MeCormack, Cable Control Files

[OURPE P
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STATE 6/ TELEGRAM—\ \\ AND REGORDS:
CONTROL ngpy "7
MJB-917 & PXlkara’/ /,:/7:‘

This telcgram must be
paraphrased before being
communicated %o anyone
other than a Government

Dated Jugust 10, 1944

Rect'd 5:01 aalg,, 1§?h R

agency. (RESERLEHEY , -
(i
o>
Secrctary of State, n~ !
)
Washington, =
S
0

1%71, Lugust 10, midnight

FOR PEHLE VRB FROM HIRSCHMANN. iLnkarats lo. {29.

The 308 refugees‘who arrived Istanbul aboard vessel
MORINA procecded on ,ugust 9 by railroad from Istanbul
to Syriaf/ Included in this group were 177 children up
to the age of 18, of whom 171 were orphans Trom
Transnistria¥% the remainder were with their parents.
Included also among the refugees were 31 young trainees
for Palestine (Chalutzim) mostly Rumanian and 36
revisionists, the balance of the 308 compriscd refugees
who had arrived in Rumania (18 Polish and about 25

Hungarian) and Rumanians,

For your information we have learned that approxi-
mately 1300 orphans from Transnistria are still in
Rumania and I am attempting to secure vpriority for theﬁ
in whatever additional emigration from Rumania it may
be possible to effectuate,

KELLEY

BB RR :
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' 01N 313 0909 Asw9a
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE ) \" '
CHILD AND YOUTH IMMIGRATION BUREAU
JERUSALEM

No.. .. ... Istanbul, 9.8.1944

Mr. Katzki

War Refugee Board

Péra Palas

1STANBUL

Dear Mr. Katzki,

Hereby I want to convey to you the
final composition of the children's group,
which arrived on board s/s Morina.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely.
./r.
3 i’
y !
5 \ )
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“ LIST 0¥ ClilwateN o ataiVa) R vt
B/8 0 wOdLlidn " 3/8/8944
AG s HITHOUT FadsNIsS Jilin ransNio
Boys Girls Total Hoys wuirls Total 5 Total
1926 11 4 15 - - - 15
1927 13 12 25 - - - 25
1928 13 9 22 - 1 1 23
1uz9 21 12 33 - - - 33
14930 i1 9 20 - - - 20
1931 8 6 14 - - - 14
1932 5 <] 11 1 - 1 12
1933 - 5 5 - - - 5
193% 1 6 1 2 - 2 9
1935 2 2 4 - - - 4
1936 1 3 4 - 2 2 6
1937 1 1 2 - - - 2
1938 1 - 1 - - - 1
1939 2 1 3 - - 3
1940 1 1 2 - - - 2
1941 - 1 1 - - - 1
1942 - 1 1 - - - 1
1943 - 1 1 - - - 1
1944 - - - - - - —
91 80 171 3 3 [ 178
- + ; J Bad
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Sun, Ankaa Repurts
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[ tortepr—wEtir's, ! The:,”
isafd’ that; five’ passengers and two

lerew members werg-saved,




The aiiisie Hun

“AUG 9 1944

287 Refugees
Lostrorr-Shi p‘—"_'

London, . Aug. 9, {A. P.).—The
Ankara radlo said today that a.
Turkish ‘motor vessel carrying

§*from -Constanta, Roma-
Palesﬂne, had. sunk -out

i orial-waters: The broadd
cast sald that-five SEngers anl
itwg.uMembersp‘%viemEv §

i
g




Karasularumza. sokulan mllhyetl ‘meghul deniz-

T 1le {ic motdriimiiz millteci yahudi yiiklii o-

motdriinde 307, ikinei hareket eden H,uLmu moto-
-riinde 410, son olarak hareket eden Mefkixe mqlo-
riinde de 320 muhacir yahudi vardi

Yolun' yansinda iken hava birdenbire bozdugm,

altilar, bir motbriimiizii daha batizmuglardir, Hadi-{*
se § agustos cumsx‘tesxyx pazara baghyan gece saat
os glinii Kdstenceden- ikiger,

larak hareket etmislerdir. Tlk hareket eden Mmmo ’

Mechul 'bir demzaltu Karadamzde “bir- motordmuéu batlfdl
iginde bulunan 315 Yahudi miiteci boguldy, .~

A'dan motorle1 zorlukla yqllarxﬂa deyam eds{nlmxs-
Ier; Kilyos onlerme geldlklerl vaklt Boealamlya bag-
. lamlslaxdn' .

er e u-
__vaf!ak o]mus, digerleri' §lddetle esen - poyrhz yii-
MOstan geri dénmek zofunda kalmiglar-
dir, Bu arada i Limandereye gelirken
bazi demzaltuar tarafindan’ kovalanmx;sa da, mo-

l " 48r Limandereye siinmis, . bir . miiddet - bek]edxkten'

.. .(Devami Sa: ;

Sz 7. de)

1 Kara gulanimzda
‘bir hadige -

(Bl;; 1 ineldi).
. sonra 2

Melkare motoru ige Zerve agxkla-
‘rinda iken milliyeti mechul ug deniz
Lalt jle karstlagmistir.

Motbrun yolunu kesen denizal-,.-
tilar, derhal top ategi acmiglar ve
bir kag dakika sonra motgr ‘l&l}},
mlslmdu‘ . B
= fret6rin iginde bulunan 320 mil
teci yahudiden ancak 5 kisl- kisrta-
mimis, 315 kigi bogulmustur. Alt ki
silik. milrettebatin da dérdd bogul/
mug, ancak ikisi kurtulmustur.,
rettebatin -{simleri sunlardir! :

Kaptan Kazim, Mustafa; Mehmet,-
Ahrnet Mahvnut, Mustafa

dgrendxglmxze gére, kaptan K&
zim bogul nlar arasmpadlr.,

Vakadan haberdar olan’ K

“tdsrile -sigortahdind

H i F 1 ln A
P f s i {

sjatd

e F LNl




SUMMARY OF CONTENTS

SQOUKCs: VATAN, August 8, 1944,
No. 1225, Istantul,

AN EVENT WITHIN OUk TExnITOKRIAL WAToRS
An Unknown Subrarire Sank One
of Our lMotorboets in the Black Sea
Causing the death of 215 Jewish
hefugees
Submarines the identity of which remains unknown
have on August 5th, 12:0% P.k. sunk another of our
motorboats. Of thefhree motorboats LOKINO, BYLBUL
and KEFKURE, carrying on board 207, 410 and 720 Jewish
refugees, respectively, who had left Constanza on
august Zrd, the LORINO succesdzd in entering the
Streits, the BULBUL took refuge st Ineada, whereas the
L'EFKUR# wes sunk by 27 unkncovn submarines opposite
Zerve. Only 5 of the 220 passengers and 4 out of the
crew of 6 were saved..... The agency in cdrarge of the
transporation of these refugees has requested the
Covernment to grant authorization for their transpor-

tation by land,
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Motér Mechul
‘U¢ Denizaltinin
Hiicumuna Ugrad

: Memleketimizden gegergk Fi-
listine gidecek olan yahudi miil
tecileri Késtenceden geriven
Mefkéire, Biilbiil ve Morino ad-
It motSrlerimiz, kara sularimi-
zin digindy ve Bulgarlarin A-
gatopolo_liman; _yakmlarnda
milliyeti mechul ii¢- tahtelbain-
rin tecaviiziing ug 1r.

Sahilden beg mil agikta sey-
reden bu motérlerden Biilbiil,
icindeki 4 i jle Igneada
ya sifmabilmis, Morino, evvel-
ki gin limanimizg elmistr.

- Tam isabet alan I\I’;Is‘_iﬁ_g{e tein

j dekilerle birlikte Baimmgyp) 8
isilik lr%iﬁettebatm Taltist. ve =
180 miiltecinin ancak besi kur-

‘t labilmistir, - o -~

(Sonu Sa. 2, S, 9)

tineadaya. ;lljanlan miilteciler o-
tobiislerle sehrimize getirelecek'er.
dir,
$imdiye Kadar Gegen Museviler

ara, 7 (TAN) — Orta Avru-
Pa ve-Balkanlardan ayrilmak zoiun-
da kalan Musevilerin memleketimiz,
den transit olarak gegmelerinde hii-
k@metimiz insan? diisiincelerle hare.
ket etmig ve miimkiin olan biitiin ko-
avhiklarr géstermistir,

RO N—

i

ecen sene ve bu sene Almanya,
Bulgaristan ve Macaristandan bir{ ~
cok yahndi gocuklar: memleketimiz.
den gecerek  Filistine gitmislerlir, -
Son zamanlarda 1828 yahudi maruz
DulRdEg skantidsn Kirtalmak
: maksadiyle vize aly@gt_jggﬁgﬂgm’lsggt!. 8
mize gelmisler’ ve: bunla vizéleri
-memicketfinizde Yapriarak Filistine ||

ey

itmiglerdir, | dre— h
e e )

£
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SUMIARY OF CONTLNTS

SOULCH: TAN, August 8, 1944,
No. 2189, Istanbul.

177 PASSENGERS ON BCAI® THEL NEFKUkz
WeRs DROWIeD

The iiotorboat V.as Attacked By 2 Unknown
Submarines

Our motorbosts leFKURs, BULBUL ard KOLINO, which
were transporting Jewish refugees from Constanza, were
attacked by 2 unknown submerines outside of our
territcriel waters in the vicinity of the Bulgarian

with 400 pascsengers on board

port Agatopolo. Of these motorboats the EULEUL/took
refuge at Ineada while MORINO arrived &t the port
of Istanbul the day before yesterday. As regards the
IuFKURE which was sunk, 6 out of the crew of 8 and
only 5 of 180 passengers could be saved.

The Jews who were Passing in Trensit so far

inkera, 7th (TAN):- Moved by humanitarian sen-
timents our Government extended all possible facilities
for the passage in transit through Turkey of Jews forced
to leave centrel Eurocre ard the Balkans. O0Of late
1828 Jews have arrived in our country without having
been able to secure the necescary visas. ..fter
accomplishing here all the reauired visa formalities

they left for Palestine,

Bier

i
i
'




- : - . -
: = = . . E s -
: -
¢ £
. p
.
o gldy
Oweiheune.
. 8/e/44 Ao
L ORANDT I .
|
, jnferims’ by the sntalys Ageney
[ b ive 5 who had felephoned from rirlarell,
‘ .
‘ SRRSO -5 301 waanla on tha iafkilea, of whom only sl wars .
fosy and two craw menbars.
1 fEy horsa-dravn eorta s boling proenrzd in ¥ivklareli snd
s vieinlby to enrry Bhs neaonle overland from Ignsada to 2 -

antalya peonle in ing to szenrs vailioad

Lroad,

for the eaTigans “hieh rAVa basn prowmised by tha
£ 3 = J

D
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S
»
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1 durkish Hes Crascent 18 helping in thss
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\ Le “Mefkure transportant
Ty ® j ',
—320 réfugiés juifs a éte—
coulépar trois sous-marins
————— . \
315 personnes ont été noyeées
Le 3 Aont, les motor-boat de canon de trois sous-maring
AR e oy . L 1
e oot o R e tii..tfﬁgﬁé'i"i’i’fi ,
viel w7 MY 8} Dy seu t -
mant 4. 307 10'a0 S5 e Ve84 den 6 mainy qu o
fugiés jhifs, qui:devaient se
rendre en Palestine, - En - dépit
‘de la tempéte, I6 ¢Morino» a

'pu entrer au Bosphore, tan- h s
is que les dqux‘-hutr;s ont Le gouverneur  ds Kirklareli|

3 averti a immédiatement - dé.
8 bl de rbrouat b fu)  mnitoment e

L biil, poursuivi “par des sous- d'gneada. L'agence- de trans- |

e ! ifogins POrt a demandé ay _gouverne- |
vty e "% ot ottt 5"
PRIPOr Eiaiaaakay B orter lés “rétugics “juifa :
la & 13_'“ da: fo\:t:.r 8 réfugiés juifs par :
Quant- au. tMefkares il .a Le motor-boat ¢oulé: et gon
coulé en qu tlques: minutsc au équipage étaient assurés contre
large de-Zavré; dous les- coups-les risques de guetra.

Aus 89
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ankuare, JAugust 8, 1944

Lear Mr, Berry:

I should appreciute your arranging for en introduction
of Mr. Kutzkl, assistant to Mr, hirechmunn, wpeciul Hepre-
sentative of the ivar Hefugee Board, to the Vell &nd head of
the Turkish hed Crescent in Istanbul for purposes of offering
any uesistance that nuy be deaired in connection with the
reecue, transportation, feeding, elothing, ete., of the
refugess saved from the ill-fated Mefkurwa end the 3., 3, Bulbul,.
kr, Hirsehmann asserts thet the Wur Refugee Board stunds ready
to defray all expenses conmected therswith,

Cordially yours,

Hobert F, Lelley
Charge d'aAffuires, a.i.

Burton Y. Berry, Hsqe.
-meprican Consul General
Istanbul

I B
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G oG W e o
R _ J
S E w//‘%” TELEGRAM AND REGORDS
e ONTROL oom
Wl &,
FRIR5g 8 M 4 A2 PLATN o /
Lisb
oow\w,ui\‘\‘““s sron S/
A \LW&%" Dated August 8 1944

(LIAIS0

Secretary of State,

Washington.

2449 Elghth noon

FOR LEAVITT FROM SCHWARTZ{QRB 146 JDC 51,
///gsgrEt advise that of three shlps which lEft
Constanza with total approx1matﬂly 1050 rEfugEEs only
two ships MARINA with 315 nasssnaers and BULDUL with -
500 arrived safely. SS ‘MAFKURA was sunk by submarine
action near IgnEada'w1th about 250 llVES 1ost and

VErYy> wa surv1vors. SS uULBUL landsd at IgnEada

with approkimatElyi

O passEnnErs we sEndlng posthastE

food SuppllES thESE passsngzrs and also thoss few

rEscuEd. REnsnlk may procesd Igneada order arrang:

-dlszmbarkatlon BULBUL passzngErs and tazlr ovErland '

transportatlon all of whlch compllcatEd viEw faCu
thls mllitaﬁy arEa. 315 MAPINA passsngzrs leav1ng

for Palzstlns today.///

NORVWE B




Daar Mr. Leavitt:

~ The following nea-ugc‘gor you from Dogtor Schwarbs
(JD0 No. S1) has been received through the Americsn Ewbassy
in Lisboni .

“Regret advise that of three ships which left Constanss
with total approximately 1050 refugees only two ships MARINA with
315 passegers and BULDUL with 500 srrived safely. 83 MAPKURA was
sunk by submarine action near Igneada with about 250 lives lost
and vory few survivors. SS BULBUL landed at Igneads with spprox-
imately 500 passengers wo sending posthaste food supplies these
passengers and also those few resoued. Recsnik may prooesd
Igmenda order arrange disexbarkation BULBUL passsogers snd their
overland transportation all of which ecaplicated view fact this
ailitary ares. 315 MARINA passsngers leaving for Palestine today.” .

- -Nery truly yours,

(Btened) 3, W, Pasia

J. W. Petle -
- \ Exscutive Director

~Amarican Jewish Joint Piwtribution Comsitt
270 Madtacn dvenus, I
_Hew York, New York, ‘

= - - FHodel: jth: 8/9/44 W el
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.. CONTROLGORY .

1044 RV
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18] R L
- Lo o Inkara )
i lhﬂﬂA b&%gram mist be &y
; paraphrased before boing Dated Lugust 8, 1944 - b
i ’ commmmnicated to anyonc .
: other than a Government Rec'd 11:11 peme

Ty agency. ( NBS PRI Be)

Secretary of Stato,

Washington.

1452, hugust 8, 5 peme

EMBASSY'S 1445, fugust 7,7 p.ri., FOR ‘PEHLE VRB
TROM HIRSCHMANN .

Ankara Noe. 126, 7 7 _

7 The Turkish For01cn Offlce has acccptod our
rocommendation that tho bﬂssengers from- the BULFUT
should be: transportcd ovorland by auto and rallway

_to Istanbul.' The Turklsh "Rea Crescent is supervxslng

this movoment and othor steps are belng takon in

connection w1th the ohcrgency. I have agreed tﬂat URB, 7 7; ]
: Ulll defray exponscs 1ncurred in these oporatlons and
'I belleve that: thls undertaklng on our” Durt has

"'holped expcdlte reliof work.

~ C ) KELLEY
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Times @ Theral

AUG & 1344

246 Die in Smkmg
OF Tk Refugee“‘ﬁ“s ip -

LONDON. Aug 7 (UP) -—The
Berlin- ‘ragdio,- quoting . & Teport
from Anknra, sald that a Turkish
ship carrying 250 Jewish refugees
from?} :Constanta, Romania, " to
Turkey sank early toda; that,
- of “the passepg

<.




» ' Siye New Work Times.
' AUG 8 1944
TURKISH SHIP TORPEDOED

Ankara Gives Details of Lb¥rsf
Jewish' Refugee Craft

By Wireless to THE New Yorx Timcs,

ANKARA, Turkey, Aug., T—The
100-ton motor schooner Matkura
which, with two other schoners,|
each carrying three hundred Jew-’
ish refugees, left Constanta, Ru-
manie, for Istanbul last Thuraday,
iwag torpedoed yesterday in the
Black Sea by an unidentffied sub-:
imarine, According to one report:
irecélved here, only the captain and
ifive members of the crew were
saved,. o _

One of the three schooners ar-
rived here safely and the second
put: in at the small Turkish port)
of Igneada,. about forty-five miles: i
from Istanbul, to escape :a storm.!
The Mafkurs was heading for-the;
safety eada when she was’
torpedoed. |

Genhany may have openéd un-
declared war on Turkey with the
sinking of a Turkish .ship yester-
day, seven milés off the coast of
Turkey, according to the Overseas

NewapAgency.
Thit .is “the significance of. a

briefjeable received by the agergy N
toda{ through~ private chann§ls

fromTurkey, disclosing that a sHip

that had previously been réport]

“sunk” had actually been attck
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Selon des.ranseignementa parvoﬁuu a 1;Ambaasudg;

1., Ia Pollece Puwmque & informé 1'Agence Qﬁibe que
le navire MAFKURA & 668 torpilld prds du Port Ignenda et
qu'actuellement on péprte sedours aux naufragfs. La gare
de ohemin de fer la plua prés dé Port. Igneada est
Kirklareli, Joute aette réglon est sone militaire.

2. la navife BULEUL est mouillé sux environs
d'ignanada ot on ne aait pas s'il eat parti our &'il se
prépare & partir pour istanhnl. A .

On o demandé & 1'Amhnsa;é; dtobtenipt

&« La permission, par 1é;nt6r@£d1a;fa du Buraéu
"fie Communioations, aé t816grachior au 'qanﬁm'q uua‘snpﬁ

du aﬁnsuz., 1ui donnant va;am que 1e mvire ao.u:
ra;gerri”lfancrb- ‘ .

' be La permimsion spoisle povr plusisura pepsornes
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naufragés. L'Agence Juive désirerdlt envoyer, dans ce - - -

but, Honsfeur ielwel Jumeraniec, demtionalité

palestinienne.

| 6. uf peraulsalon d'envoyer, 4 Ll'intentian des
naulragées, des medlcaments ei cluautres arkicles e
premidre nlcossit8. ovu pourralt peutedbre demender,
& ootte fin, le goncours du Jrolssan’ louge, otg dans
oe cas, un fonds spdclal seralt mls & la AizpRaition du
Crolssant ilouge.

4, Lz permisslon de twranarorbaer 4 Istanb:l paor
chomin de fsr les passagers sur 1 navire EULIML  pour
leur 8viter le voyage dans les eaux, qui sewblent dan-
gerouges, de cette reflon.

0. La psrmission pour 1'Azence Anbtalya d'envoyor
des camlons & Ignemda pour emmcner les naufragls

d'Igneada 4 iiriclarell.

Ankara, le 7 aofit 1944,

ELP/afH/gm

R




¥ — Y TR S CU e e

[Le tramsit ds réfo-
»gxes Isradlites par!
i3 'I‘urqalte

!315 émigrés sont arrivés hler :

{ Lo momr noat etk
ssfenre!am

N _._..,_i

e




«uet 7, 1964
domorandum Loy My, Puckors

bk Kubeki telophoned me lust night ot wbout §:30 P.K. «nd informed
ms of the following:

l. the “wrxdsh Police notified the Jewish .genoy thet the o, . huskure
hd bewn torpedoed neur Port lgnewGu wid thet & 1e86uing operution wus now
going on. Tho neurest ruillroud atation %o Port Igneudu is Kirkloreli.

This entire arex 18 o militery zone.

2., ihe b, b. Bulbul is unchoredsemmoewhere in the viscinity of Igneedu
and it 418 not kmovm whother &t hss left or iz prepuring to depurt for
Iatanbul. '

“hat hos been csked of us without dolay {at

{a)} Permissien through the Communioations 0ffice to telegraph to Captuin
Hustapha of the Bulbul instrueting him to keep the bout ot snohor}

{v) Yo grant apoeisl permission for several people to go to the scene
of rescue to assist, *he Jewish ~gonoy woull like to ssnd Mr. Helwel
Paneranise, v Palestiriong -

{e) TPeormiseicn to send food, mediciues snd other emorgenoy nscessities to
the goens for the roscued. Forhaps the Hed Cresoont eould be usked to
sseiet in this, opd I'will sue thst a spuolel fund i8 given to the liod Crescent.

{d) rrenganents to pring the pusesngers on tho Bulbul by train to
Istunbul so that they do not risk the.ppiently dingorens wotors in that ared.

{e) Mr. Ssbgki and the Ggenoy representatives bave been in toush with the
~abalya sgenoy, which is propered to send Luures to Igneuta Yo roaove the
people frem lguests to Kirklavell. Premfuzsicn 1s rewuired for thia.

1 am confident thut the Lurkish Foreign Office will ussist in this life
spd deuth situstion. "

Is ne Birsolinues

Foie I tm now informed by snether call from Kebtzki ab 10:;.5 Aslls that the
1a8t pews Aritbling in is to the offest thut thos@ passengers rescued from
the Huekure ave baing trausferred to¢ the Bulbul. : :

Y YUL 8163ED ; ) - H
OBIGNAL . . ‘

=]
=
r
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August 7, 1944

Nemorandum for kr. Pucker:

1. The pumes of the two individuuls who wish to travel from
Istenbul to the ~yriun border with the refugees who huve urrived on
the v, Y, Marine and those who expect to urrive on the Muskuru and
the Bulbul are David 4imund, & Palestinian, und oun Diego Buchholz,
an srgentinien, Lpr. Kutzkl informs me thut they will require
authorization from snkara.

2. No aubhorization bus yot been arrunged in Istunbul, Katzki informs
me, for the plxoing of food on the boata.

I, «#. Birschmann

|




«ugpst 7, 1944
wegorandun for My, Pucker:

sy, Kutzkl telephoned me lust night <t ubout 9:30 F.R. .-nd informed
mo of the following:

1. Lhe Turkish Police notified the Jewisb .goney thut the u. 5. laskurs
hud besn torpedoed neur Fort lgneuda und thet o resguing operaticn wes now
going on. The nourest rullroud stetion to Poxt Igneudn is Kirklereli.
1his entire sres is u» military zone.

2, 'fLe o. v, Bulbul is anchoredssmmewbere lm the vioinity of lgneada
«nd it 13 not knovm whether it les 1sft or is prepuring to depart for
Istunbule

“hat hes boen asked of us without delsy ia:

(a) lermission through the Communicutions Office t0 telegraph to Captuin
Musseapha of the Bulbul instructing him to keep the boat ut anchor;

{b) Yo grant specisl permission for seversal people to go to the scens
of rescue to ussist. Yhe Jewish -gency would like to send Mr., ielwel
Pomeraniec, u Palestinianj

(¢} Permission to send food, medicines snd other emergency nescessities to
the seenp for the rescused. Perhaps the Hled Crescent could be asked to
sssist in this, wnd I will sece thub & speciel fund is given to the led Crescent.

(a) .rrungements to pring the passengers on the Bulbul by train bo
Istunbul so thut they do not risk the upphrentiydungereus wuters in that ureu.

(e) Mr. Katzki und the Ogenoy representatives have been in touch with the
~ntalys sgency, which is prepured to send Luures to Ignoata to romove the
poople from Igneubtu Lo Kirklareli, Premiussion is recuired for this.

I sn copfident thut the Yurkish Foreign Office will essist in this life
and death situution.

Ie o mﬂcmm

P.a. I B now informed by snother call from Kubzki ot 10135 A.Me that the
1:at news Aribbling im is to the effact thut thoss passengers reggued from
the Maskurs aye being transferred to the Bulbole e




Minutes of Gonverasation with
Mr, Ilit£4 Kirdar, Vall of Istanbul,
August T, 1944

In the conversation were preasentt

Mr, Ch, Barlas « Joewlsh Agency
Mr, H, Soriemo = Jowish Community,Istanbul
lr, H.S9ipahioslu - Antalya Ambari,Istanbul

We informed the Vali of the disaster of the /S "MEFKURE"
whieh sunk at Inigda,

The Vali knew obly about the 4/S "BULBUL® which arrived =
to Iniada and was astonished to hear the news,

We asked the Vali for assistance in the following three
questionss

1) permission for two delegates of the Grend Rabbinat
t0 go to Inlads to remdayr moral help to the
suyvivora,

2) permission to tranaport the passengers of the
BULBUL, sbout 500, gi train to Ishanbul, taking
into congideration the dangoex of torpedoing the
boat on the way to Istambul,

3) permission to send food to the pessengers of the
BULBUL, while they ave 4in Iniads,

I ezplained that the Antalya is charged by the Jewish
Agenoy t0 deal with transportation amd supply of food
t0 refugees in transit,

The Vali ssid that 4t is very difficult for civilians to
go 4o Inlads which 48 comeidored military sons, but
promised to 2o his best im tha linés of ouy demand,

A mamorandum shonld be submitted tzmediately,pointin}
our demands in writing,

In the meantime the Vali emdled, by telephone, the
iiinister of Interior in Ankava and expressed his hope
for a favourable gettlement of the nmatter, : )

/ ;;?/i
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. Lo lr, dirsermarn frorm ir., FYatzki

: ¥ .
h: following swamerizes the voyeg~ of the Lorins.
.

it e o e < ke

T we cra advisa? bhet all thres boats, the horing, tha BHIBYL ana -

the baflllrs left Con tanze tog:thaer on Lhs avaning of ausust B. ‘ithe
baflairs € £

€
<

the frabasb of ths thras boats, arcived in Blydkdars,

il Gt gnet o dnsids L Sleelk Lea ontrence of the Losphorus, about

1

2 a'elae’ or zo in the morning of sugust 5, Ths morina we- hsl: up

Hilivdere to awsit ths arrival there of h: obhsr bwo hoste, =0

gnbvl, bogsthzr, *ou

, imal 1% bhyes could cors o own to Galata, I-

“novr ethanh- the ,:1'{1]‘11'!1 and the 1 g I"kﬂ‘f"%. lia “-Ol"i_lj__ I8
N%‘MU»"\ a “-UJ-O oW

Bﬂyﬂkderqﬂtu Goaluta and avrived st the lether nlies shout 5:30 o

hugnigt 8, Fand was secnr - 89 nat on board at ebont 7 Derm,
ihare ara 30F o:onls on the iorina, of whor sbout 170 zre echil-
Sren, 07 fhass all but abhent 23, whn spa wlbs their parants,. are

chilaan fron 1dnqnlstv19

&

-
-
o)
]
&)
- J

pronorbinn of the passangars of the iorina wa

ssnorts, This arose out of the fact that, in the rush of denarture

at. Con~tanze, meny of the passnorts bslo..

ware f2livared to tha Bd1bll) and-vice versa.

rrange other nese=nort Zocuments; and—a,single collective

listing all tha namgs of the nas nnn- g was lssied : !

Passport Control Ufllco in Istanbul and. visaed by . 5
then for Palestine, urklsh tran31b visas have not ynt beeﬁ—r sce iv'd
(2:45 p.,m.); the police auth rities being buroened w1uh the orepara-

tion of documents for: Garman repatrlates from Istanbul.

. - Tha -po lipe at First orooosed that the Morina naSSQDAergkplus

those of the ljﬂlb”l; “%1r_,was exns cted on uatuvaav nlght b sent

1 of f tognther from Is Lanbul tOOmy monpay. ',ié,hOW‘ls‘iit

,ef~orts are be1ng made by the ' ‘orga liiationsﬁhef to‘

Dassenp@rs off from l\tahbnl tomorrow, August 8. Une of the dilf-u

lGUlthS in Lnls connectlnn 1s th fgfeat aemano
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indaed wlll be abls to leavas tomorrow is unknovwn st this
\

is b 1lng woriksd on now,
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_La tempéte en Mer Nowe ‘

La tempete qui 'sévit depuis quel-
ques. jours: en Mer: Ndire ne  ¢'est
pas non: plus:apaisée hier. Elle a em-
péché: les: motor-boats de sortir hors
du: détroit et a obligé: ceux qui se
trouvaient en-cours de navigation de
e réfugier dans les-ports.

D’autre part, le motor-boat «Al-
#ah Kerim» 25 tonnes_appartenant i
[Ibrahim: Reis a donné 4 Kilios con-
Y tre des 1écifs et a &té mis en pitces.
De méme le motor-boat « Cherefi

station dersauvetage 2 Kilios et a 4té
{obllge d'y ancrer. On n’a- heureuse-
'ment & déplorer aucune perte humai:

— -

fBahn » a fait eau au 1arg° de la

ne au cours de ces deux- accidents |
mantlmes.

Il nous revwnt par aulleurs qu'on’
n’a pas encore deé nouvelles des mo-
torboats «Bulbul» et «Mef\kure» qm
avaient appareillé de Constantza a-
menant. des réfugiés juifs en notr

port. (o Yapotibqpur €/v¥]

7"5'{""“
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New York Dost
| 246 Refugee Jews ___|
| Drown as Ship Sinks
'London JAug. 7 (Reu-(er)—The Turkish steamer Merkl.ire, which
was on-its way from Constanta, Romania, to Turkey with 250
Jewish refugees, sank in the Black Sea today, saild an AnKara report}
to .
"All but four of the passengers were drowned, said the report,
This is the third disaster to ships carrying Jewish refugees from
{Nazi Europe during this war. More than 750 were drogl{ed when

the Stiumg sank in the Black Sea in 1942, Nearly ~their ’ . y .
lives on the Patria off Haifa, in Palestine, in the same year. 3

-
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DEPARTMENT ~ INCOMING W ® DIVISION OF
— OF ~ % COMMUNI
STATE TELEGRAM AND REGORDS

EOC-507 Ankara
This tel=gram must bE
pa b 4 before being Dated August 7, 1944

co icaltzd to anyoneg
othir than a Government Rectd 3:59 a.m. 8th
Agency.  ( i

Secretary of State,

Vashington.

MOST IMIEDIATE

¢l 6 W g onywg

l%ﬁB, August 7, 7 p.m.

FOR PEHLZ, WRB. FRON HIRSCHMALNHM.

Ankara Ho. 122,

The Turkish Foreign Office has informed Embassy
that both the BULBUL and the HEFKURA were attacked by
an unknown submarine 5 miles from the Turkish shore;
that the latter vessel which was also subjected to
gunfire, was sunk by a torpedo and that only 5 of the
205 passengers were saved; of the Turkish crew of 8,

6 were saved. The BUL. _1 was not damaged and nont of
its 405 passengers injured., The Embassy has requested
the Turkish Foreign Office to obtair permission for

the landing of the passengers of the BULBUL and their
transportation by automobile and train to Istanbul,

The Foreign Office has informed the Embassy that all
possible aid in the emergency will be furnished through
the Turkish Red Crescent, the expenses for which I have

promised




-2-#1445,August 7, 7 pem. from Ankara.

promw’aed will be paid by us.

"Lth reference to an inquiry made by the Turkish
Foruign Office regarding the carrying out of our plans
with regard to the 2 Bulgarian boats VITAV;nd PIRIN&{ I
have stated that we desire to proceed without delay in
carrying out the rescue program for refugees from Bule
garia. Your views on this point would be appreciated '

As soon as further information is av:ilable you will

be informed.

, KELLEY
WMB ' ST .

- . ¢

JIM




|-Telegram

AUGT 1344
IReporf 250J.gsj:.

‘ANKARA, Aug. T.~The Turkish
ship Mefkure, catrymg 250, Jew-
ish refugees:to Turkey\from Con-
stanta,  Romanis,8ank: in the,
Black Ses’ yeszerd Y. bl lass - of |
all £.the passengers, saldl
Teports rea,c ing here; There were
no detafls.’

;
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Thye Washington Post
y ;\ue"iJ 13944 Pos

246 Jewish Refugees
Lost With Turkish Ship.
Ankara, Ag. 6 (/).—The Turkish
ship Méfkuré, carrying 250 Jewlish
réfugees to Turkey from Constanta,
Romania, sank in the.Blac
eaily today with the loss of all but
faug of the passengers, There weré

2




" @he Foening Sfar
| AU 7 1084

Jewish Refugee Ship Sinks

| ANKARA, Aug.'7 (#)—The Turk-
isky ship Mefkure, carrylng 250{few-
sk refugees to Turkey from [Con-
stghta, Romania, sank in the [Black
Seff yesterday with the loss ®f all
buf four_of the.passengers, accord-~
ing to reports reaching here, There
were no details,

v
B e eemem e e e e
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AUE 7 1944

250 REFUGEES—_
LOST WITH SHIP

LONDON, Aug. 7 (Reuters).
The Turkish steamer Merkure,
which was on its way from Con-
stanza to Turkey with 250 Jew-
Ish- refugees, on board, sank in
the Black Sea early today, said
,8n Ankara report to the German
D.N.B. news agency. All the pas-
sengers with the exception of four
were drowned,

{This s the third disaster to
ships carrying Jewish refugees
from Nazi Europe during this
war, More than 750 were drownec
when gthe Strima sank in fhe
Black]Sea in 1942, Nearlyf20¢
lost tHeir lives on board the P§tris
off ifa Harbor in the same
vear) -
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; v/_DEPARTMENT % INCOMING \\\k DIVISION OF
‘ ' STATE

OF ~ COMMUNICATIONS
TELEGRAM
RE W\

P&HHWSL‘ AND REGORD
DEPAR"\'Q.I'(“"W \‘YT (..'\‘; £ f’; - : ;'N' A
: NN APTRA
BAS-478 PLAIN  / Ty
o UG & PM 2 24 ‘ /(\ ;j’ :
Lisbon” \ #.:iV 7 “LJ
ALRE \.HO\JS .
QDKT,REGDRDS Date? August 7, 1944
( LIAGON) Rec'd 11:33 p.m.
Secretary of State,
Washingten, CUNTRUL BOPY
L4
2427, Seventh, 1 p.m.
X
TO LEAVITTVFROM SCHWARTZVMRB 142, JDC 48. »
>

’/@1sh advise SS MARINA arrived Istanbul August S
with 315 passengers mostly children. SS BULBUL and
MAFRUK expected arzive on 7th. Total passengers all
3 poats about 1080,,all of whom will leave Istanbul

August 7 by special train for Palestine. ,
,»/v/

NORWEB

JJIM
Wi




AUG 10 14

‘Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The following mesasge for you from Dostor Sohwarts
(JDC No. 48) has been received through the American Bubassy
in Lisbon:

"Wiish advise 98 MARINA arrived Istabbul August 5 with
315 passengers mostly children. SS BULBUL and MAFRUE expected
arrive on 7th., Total passengers all 3 boats about 1050, all
of whom will leave Istanbul August 7 by spsocial train for
Palestine. ™

Very truly yours,
182emed) 7. ¥, Ponis

J. W, Pehle
Executive Direotor

Mr. M. A, Leavitt, Secretary

Americen’Jewish Joint Distritution Comittes,
270 Madison Avaenue,

New York, Bew York.

FHodel:jsh 8/10/44
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be clesely wearded.
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Dated August 7, 1944 J‘

IS /
R ./
Rec'd 2:14 peme
’ =
Secretary of State, iz: !
= Pt
Washingtons Z ?7:0'
o R
o] =
MOST IMMEDIATE e -
ser w7
1437, Seventh. 23z i
. ' % zZ
Reference Embassy 1434, August 6. el ™
FOR PEHIE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN

Ankara number 118,

The Jewish agEnéy Istanbul was informed last

evening by the Turkish police that one of the three
boats carrying refugees from Constanza to Istanbul,
the MAFKURA, which had on board approximately 300 '
passengers, had been torpedoed by an unknown submarins
near the port of Igneada on the Black Sea about 45

miles from the eEntrance to the Boshporus.

The BULBUL
is standing by at Igneacda and assisting in the rescue worke

The Turkish Foreign Office has been requested to

expedite arrangements for the rescue, safety and comfort
of the passengers.

Additional information will be

forwarded

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R . Parks Date SER-] 8 1972




~2- #1437, August 7, from Ankara.

forwardsd as soon as availables

As reported in telegram under reference the MARINA 5

safe Istanbul with dpproximately 340 passengers including

190 children from Transnistria and its passengers are

scheduled to proceed by rail from Istanbul toVSYria on’

Tuesday August 8.

“WSB . S -
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Hier matin le motor-boat,I
«Morina> jaugeant 49 tonnes!'’
et rattaché au port d'Istanbul
a amené 315 Juifs de Cos-li
tanza en npotre ville. Deux(’
autres motor-boatale «Biilbiil» |*
ot le <Mefkore> effectuent]
aussi le transfert des Juifs de §
Constanza.

Le «Biilbiil> qui entrait dans
3|le Bosphore en ayant & bord ||
. |400]uifs a été surpris par latem-
2Ipéte et a demandé du secours,
I Tandis qu'un bateau de sau-
vetage s'apprétait a aller 3 ga
rencontre la tempéte s'est cal-
mée et le naviren'est pas par-
ti. Le y«<Mefkare» arrive lui
aussi en uotre ville avec des|

réfug,rié‘sx Juife.dg Toravt

il\‘co-a Ikmanﬂévrs#;
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august 6, 1944

MiMORANDUM

In a telephone conversation held ut 11:45 between Nr, Birgohmann in
ankars and Mr. Katzki in Istanbul, Mr. Katzki stated thut there wes smnehbihg
out in the distance which could be seen with u glass and which might possibdbly
be one of the refugee boats now delayed by the storm raging over the Bosphorus.
Up to now it hug not been possible to get a boat out to investigute, but
efforts were being made to engage a tug for this purpose.

Nr. Katzi further stated that all three of the boats started out together;
that the one arrival had the fastest speed, the Bulbul the second, and the
Maskura was the slowest.

The storm 1s still so violent that it is belleved that even if the boats

are undamaged they will not be able to coms in now.

—————

A TRUR (4. T
OF 435 81655
ORIGINAL

e




_i,;""DEPAg‘T:MENT Y INCOMING “ DIVISION OF

. COMMUNICATIONS
STATE ( TELEGRAM \\ AND RECORDS
( ARJ;#?;}} STATE

, NCB-214 PLAIN BUNTRUL C
1944 AUg 7 M9 o7 hinkara® : 'UPY

Dated Lugust 6, 1944,

COI\,‘\(,’. (-IP\ ¢
ARD rE CO{EIDJSHS Rec'd 6:18 p.m. i /

(L:AISON)

Scerctary of State, . S

Washingtona

MOST TiMEDIATE.

1

IS
PN

24, Sixth, =
FOR PEZHLE RB FROM HIRSCE!ANN.
Ankara No. 117.
It now appears that information furnished to me by

the Jewish Agency from Ié&anbul with rcgard to the

arrival of the threo vessels in Istanbul was inaccurate.

Only one vessel, the MARINA, with 340 refugcces has

actually arrived in the Port of Istanbul. A sccond

vessel 1s reported to.be outside tho entrance to the

Bosporus.

KELLEY

WID

2




august 5, 1944

. emoramdum for nr. Hirschmann :

.r, Katzki telephoned at 10:55 4.ie He furnished
the following informationt

the warina has joined the Bulbul. Both boats are
lying at Puyukdere which is the point at the juncture of
the Bosphorus and the Black Sea at which incoming boats
are stopped.

At this writing it is not known how wmany people are
aboard the Bulbul or the larina. ihe exact hour of the
arrival of the Bulbul nor of the Marina is not yet known.
The Bulbul arrived during the night,

Some of the representatives are going out shortly
to board the ships. they will return as quickly as possible
@with exact information.

r. Katzki does not believe any additi onal information

will be available as early as 1ll.o00 o'tclock.




August 6, 1944

¥Mr. Katzki telephoned from Istanbul this morning
at approximately 3= %fifteau to state that the boat
Bulbul has arrived in Istanbul, and that 1t is being
closly followed by the toats karina and ¥askura., The
threethips are earrying 1,000 to lloo refugees.

¥r., Katzki asked that Mr, Packer be advised

of the sbove faots and requested to arrange for a telegra
:: telephone message to be sent immediately relative teo

a food license and also medicaments for the refugees,

He asked thet ¥Mr. Kelley be contacted in order
that he m ght get in touch with the Foreign Office and
arrange for transit visas, He further requested that if
possible an agreement in principle be obtained frem the
Fbrei.gn Office permit ting a member of one ef the J ewish
Asen;éin to ascompany the train as far &s the Syrian
border,  Mr. Fatzki stated that if mecessary the

neme ‘of the person designated to accompany the rafiigeens

woudd be furnished,

" He asked that Wr. FKirschmann telephene him.

& TRUR COPY
OF TUR sigNmp
CIGINA L,

——

e




" why there should be sny difficulty in arrenging for
~.such a person to travel on the trein. I sald that I

 August- 5, 1944

Subjeot i Refugwes from the Balkens. - - -

Participents: Mr. Kemsl Aziz Payman, Direotor General
. of the Department of Oonsuler Affairs,
Ministry of Poreign Affairs, and
Mr., Paoker, First Beoretary of Rmbassy,

Place : Ministry of Forelgn Affairs.
Date ¢ August §, 1944.

: I oalled on Mr. Kemal Agiz Paymen et the Foreign
0ffioce this morning and left with him the original of
the attached memorandum, adding that sinoce it hed been
written informetion had been received from Istanbul
that the 53 BEULBUL had now arrived at Istanbul and
that the other two vessels named were due very soon,

I said that in additlon to the food which the refugees
needad I also understood they needed medicianes,

Mr. Payman eald that the diffioulty concerning
the food was a purely formael one apising out of the
fact that the refugees had not been offlefally ad-
mitted to Turkey and ocould pot be until the Turkish
transit visas were issued to them. He said thet es
800N a8 themse woere issued they ocould buy food without
dj,i'ﬂaultz in Turkey, He said the geme thing appiles
in respsot of medioines.

I asked about the trensit visse for these peopls.
He sald thet he had already given imstruotions that the
Tuykieh trensit visas bg i’ag%ga immediately to the
refugees on board the 88 BULBUL, a® well as on the
other two vessels whioh were due., He telephoned while
I was with bim to Myr. Maby of the British Embassy and
informed him thet the 83 BULBOL lied arrived and asked
that the Palestinian visas be lzsued without delay,

I then aaked My. Payman whether he kiiew enything
about a requedt fyom the Jewlish Agefioy to permit a
repressntative -of the agenoy to travel on tho refugee
train from-Istanbul %o the Syrien frontier. He sald

that he knew mothing ebout it and that he did not know

understood some offioial in Istanbul ha
that permisaion would have to be-grante!

bafore a Jewish A@nﬁ&t@gﬁeﬂeﬁtﬁtﬂé W0
on board the train, My. Peyman maid
Minis 14 not. offlclally req



- B e

be handled through the British Consulate Genexal at

lgtenbul, He added that 1f I oould furnieh him with
the name of the Tepresentative who was to 20.012 the

traih he would de glad to arrenge for permission to

be granted. I told him thet T would phone My, Maby

:g::erning this mattery I have sinee done so} a

pProposed Jewish Agonoy repredentative through our
authorities in Istanbul, I would let him know,

I expressed the Imbassy's ggpr olation of the
granting of parmission for the BSLBﬂL. 88 MARINA,
and 88 MEVKU% t :

reply to my question es to the situation with Tespect
to the two vessels 1n Burges, he mald thet he was
awalting information from Mr. Eelley vefore sending
the necessary tele raphie authority to the Turkish
represeptative in Bulgaria,' I 8a1d that I would speak
to My, Selley about this, {I have since done 80

Later thig morning Mr, Paymen telephoned me to
say that he had been in touoh with the Direotor General
of Customs who had immediately issued instruotions to
Istanbul to permit food to be made available to the
refugeas, He sald that as ooncsrns future gases of
this kind he would ba glad to handle them in the Same
manner if the Embasay would keep him informed as to
the arrival of boats,

When I t0ld him that the Embassy had information
that the 88 MARINA had elso arrived at Istanbul todeay,
he sald that 1t was true and that the thirg boat, the
38 » bad also arrived.

fuiA
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On attend 1l'arrivée & Istanbul dans un trés Proahe
avenir des trols bAteaux, 98 MEVKURA, S8 BﬁLBﬁL, ot S8.
MARINA, avec un total d'environ 1,080 réfugiés &
bord, qui auront besoin de ncurriture pendant le temps
qu'ils se trouvent ern Turquie (A4 peu prés 4-6 Jours) .

On dit que le Direoteur Générsl de la Douane 4
lstanbul n'est pas 4 mlme d'autoriser la livraisen
des vivres aux réfuglés, soit en Iatanbul, soit en
Toute par chemin de fer d'Istanbul Jusqu'd la frontidre
tureo-syrienne, sans autorisation gp‘oiala du Hinistére

des Dousnes et Monopoles & Ankara.

On a suggédréd que l'autorisation devrait couvriy

pour chaque réfugié par jour et par porgoune les ertioles

ei~dessous indiqués, ou leuy équtvalent:

2 oeufs
8 congombren .
50 grammes de fromage
100 grammes d'olives
10% Sitron 4 lami
grammes de so
300 grammes de pain
£00 grammes de raieins
-1 bofte de thon en copserve
1 pastéque
180 grammes de tomates
Du lait pour tous les enfants se trouvant & vord,
4 valson 4'un 1litre par Jour. -

Ambassafde 4'AmArique
-Ankeva, le 4 dﬁstqiﬁii»
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1429, August 5, 1 p.m.
X
FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIRSCHMAN [, NO. 116, =
x
Three Turkish vessels the BULBUL,” the MLRINL

and the MAFKURA'/arrived today Istanbul from Constanza

carrying approximately 1100 Jewish refugees, This 1is

the largest number of refugees which has ever arrived

et one time from the Balkans, 4s soon as Mr, Kelley *~

learned of the arrival of the vessels he informed

the Turkish Foreign Office which made arrangements

at once for the issue of transit visas and for

special tralns to transport the refugees to Syriae.
Lrrangements are also being made for food and

medical attention for the refugees on their arrival.

Ls the Board has been informed these vessels
chartered by the Jewish Agency have been subject to
numerous difficulties as a result of which their

departure from Rumania was considerably delayed,

It was only

DECLASSIFIED -
. State-Dept. Letter,-1-11-




~% 1429, Lugust 5, 1 p.m, from [nkara

It was only due‘td the prior eraﬁgemenﬁs‘méde’by
Lmbassador Stelinhardt with the Tufk;sh.Foreign
Office, the insisfeﬁt pressure exercised on the
Rumaniens by the boardfa representative and the re-

peatedvrepresentations made by Mr.lKeiley‘at the

Foreign Office that this deadlock was finally broken;,?<“
and the vessel permitted %o sail from Constanza during
a- time of important polifical events. . .‘;~ -

Data regarding the “erugees, their sex, ages,

RB:WSB:
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ioferring to tho expected arrival of the boat Blapdi,

carrving epproximately 500 passengers, and to make preperation
for the fseding of th-se noople while in Istanbul and en route
by retlromd, Mr, Brod svoio with the Chief Lirsstor of Cuatoms,
Istenbul, about the dslivery of food, “he Chlef ~irsctor of
Customs stated that he willl not authorizs the delivery of food
to tha refugers bither in Istanbul or on the treins without

specific authorization from ﬁngara. Conseguently, we ar: agked

to arrange for such licenses.

ihs 1lcense should be broa? enough to cover the period from
the arrival of the bost in latanbul herbor until such time as
the refugoes arrive at t e lurkish-°yrian frontisr., ‘he poriod
of time in whiech ths rafugess will be 1in Istanbul 1s problematle, i
depensing unon the walting period until rallroad accomodations
for the onwaerd trilp ean be sscursad. #pom Lstanbul to the Turkish-
Syrian frontisr via Konys, whioh 1s the usual route, is three and
om-hnlf deys. *t 18 suggested, therofors, that the license be
secursd on a per capits and psr dey basis, suthorizing the
delivery of food for the necessary numbar of days which, @s
mentionasd :bovs, must be indefinite.

On & por capita and per day basis, the 1icen§ge should

coverxr
for each passenger?
2 eggs .
2 cucumbers e
50 grams of cheese o
100 grems of ollves ’+JV

| 7 1 lemon vrp{? :
: 7 g S |

[

LN
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100 grams of salami
300 grams of breed
i 200 grems of grepes
A 1 tin of then fish
1 karpuz (watermelon)
150 rrams of tomatoes
milk for whataver c¢' ildren are on board
at the rate of 1 liter per day.

The licenss mist be sacured from the Ministry of Customs
and Monopolies, eni must be addressed to the Gen~ral Lirsctor

of Customs, Metl Bey, Istanbul, In order to save time, the

permission should bas riven by telephons or tslegrasoh,

TR
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Dear lr. Leaviti:

The following messzge for you from Dr. Schwarts has been
received through the American Cansulste at Istanbul, Turkey, under
date of July 20ths

QUOTE The following is a statement of cur acsounts
in connection with the rescus program up to the
pregent deate.

QUOTR ° The stesmahip MARITZA and the steamship MILCA,
asch having made two voyages, brought 1,074 passengers
at a cost of $453,220., Pour Turkish boats-and ane "
Oreek boat, on which it is estimated approximately
3,700 passengers will be carried, will cost £752,720.
Of these five boats the steamship KEBBC has already
arrived with 755 pasasengers. The total cost of all of
the above ships is $1,205,940. Againat thig amount we
have already underwritten $800,000 and the Jewlsh Agency
has promised to participate to the extent of 207 with a

. possible inorease 44 25% from funds collected by
Palestine Yishuv Egypt, Scuth Africa for these purposes

. but not from the regular fundes of the Jewlsh Ageney nor
fron any funde collected in the United States of America.
Thus the aganey participation in the above boats will be
st least $241,188 or possibly $301,485 leaving an addi-
timsl smount %o be appropriated us for thess purposes of -
oithor $164,752 or £104,455.

QUOTE  The total cost of land tymspertation from Istanbul
40 Haifa and maintenance in Istanbul and sn route from
Dacambar 1943 bthrough June 1944 fop 2,719 perscne is about
$287,730 againet which we have paid here $30,000 ssat by
¥irelman plus $10,000 from our own fAmds plus the request
wo made to have you travamit 50,000 %o the British Passport
control office Istmbul., This leaves balancs to be pald on
this acgount of $197,730. I shall advise you within the
next. few days-gs %o the manner of remitting this sum. The
ebove flgures do niot inelude tragportation from Jstanbul

to Haifa for 755 psssangers who arrived on the stessship

KESBEC, Thase figures will be included in the July accounts.

L
4“““‘“ )
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QUOTE In addition to above thers 1s snother project

for three opportunities md two Furkish vessels with a
total gapacity about 2,000 passengers oceting approxi-
mately $507,300 of which we are asked to provide 80%

or possibly 75%. I shell send dotells of this projeot
later; meanwhile would ask that you authorige me to procesd
with plans maintenance and transportation to Eaifa of the
above 5,700 passengers will ocost approxzimately $420,000
exaluasiva of the cost of rafugees arriving frow Bulgeria
by train., Hirschmann is fully gdvised of all of the above
projects. UNQUOTE .

Very truly yours,

M & 9. 30210

J. Vi. Pahle
Exedutive Director

lr. Moses Leavitt

American Jewish Joiab
Distribution Committes, Inc.

270 Madison Avenue

New York, New York

FHodelsms 7/25/ MW
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| FROM: American Conaulaveﬂaénerdl Jerusalem”

TO: Becretapy of 3€5tﬁ’“ﬂﬂ&?iﬂ‘}an
DAT . D: July 0, 1944
NUMB. ¢ 101

X

There arrived in Palestine on the night of July 14, 738
refux@ges mocstly from labor camps in Trensdnieetria’ They cons
sleted of 2¢0 children, 1 women, and 2Y4 nicn and treveled
to Istanbul from Rumsnia on Bulgarian stetmer,KOSBEKr/ 281
exchanged/internees errived on July 10 from Bergen Belsen camp,
Hanover Yrovince, and it ie atsted by officlial of Jewish
agensy that more Jews w@re recelvedfhan there were Germens
gent but substitubtions arc made for meny of the Jews on the
e¢xchange list, Néwly arrived inbterneec s:y that within the
next four weeks ancther group of 300 is to leave Bergen Belsgen,

It is understood that there is a program for bringing
some 9,000 from Rumanla and that they have arranged transnor—

tetion for this number,

PINKERTON

DECLASSIVIED
State Dept. Letter, 1:11-72

By R: H. Parks Date_ QEP 18 1972 . o
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Secretary of State,

Washington.
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428, July 20, 9 a.m. e W

" v . '

TO W.R REFUGEE BO:.RD FOR L:G3E5 LELVITT, JOINT 0V’N¥

DISTRIBUTION CCEMITTEE, FROII JU3OIH SCHW..RTZ S \9”{2:////
/" “Phe following is 'a statemcnt of our accounts ///

in connection with the rescue program up to the present
date,

' Yy
The steamship MiRITZi and the steamship MILCAY-

each having made two voyages, brought 1,074 passengers
at a cost of 453,220, Four Turkish boats and one
Greek boat, on which it is estimated approximatgly
3,700 passengers will be carried, will éost 4752,720,
Of these five boats the steamship KESchhas already

arrived with 755 passengers. The total cost of all of

the above ships is $1,205,940. Against this amount
P et et A :

we have already underwritten 800,000 and the Jewish

Lgency has promised to participate to the extent of

; 20% with




-2«#428, July 20, 9 a.m., from Istanbul

20% with a possible increase to 25% from funds
collected by Palestingzyishuv Egypt, South ifrica
for these purposes but not from the regular funds of
the Jowilsh fLgency nor frdm any funds collected in the
United States >f America. Thus the agency participat;on
in the above boats will be at least 4241,188 or possibly
$301,485 leaving an additional amount to be apﬁropriatedfﬂ
us for these purposes of either 164,752 or $104,455,

The total cost of land frénsportation from Istanbul -
to Halfa aﬁd maintenance>in Istﬂnﬁul_and en route ffom
December 1945 through June 1944 for 2, 719 persons - . , L

is about ¢287 750 agalnst wnlch we have paid here

P X




3

-3-#428, July 20, 9 a,m., from Istanbul

for three opportunities and two Turkish vessels with

a total capacityrabout 2,000 passengers costing
approximatelf $507,300 of which we are asked .to

provide 80% or pos;;bly 75%, I shall send detalls

of this project later; meanwhile would ask that you
authorize me to proceed with plans maintenance and
transpoftétion to Haifa of the above 5,700 passengers
will cost appriximately ﬁéggiggg\fffffifszﬂfLﬁ?e cost-
of refugecs arriviﬁg from Bulgaria by tréih. H{;;;Q;;Qn
is fully advised of all of the above projects.ifla

[

P - - BEARY :
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JUL 17 194

Dear Mr. Iesavitt:

The following message for you fraa Mr. Pilpel wae received
through the Amerioen Embassy at lisbon under date of July 10,
1944

“JDC 28, WAB 99.

Istonbul informe us gixth boat stesmsr KESBECK
arrived Istarbul with 742 passengers, inoluding 263
children, of whom 200 PTransnistrian orphens, 206 womsn
and 273 men., Entire group achsduled depart for Pales-
tine by train today.®

Very truly yours,

SEleeadl §ow, Palitg

J. W. Pahle
Exscutive Direstor

B, Moses A. Leavite,

Beoratary,

American Jewish Joint
Diatribution Committes,

270 pdlsc Ayenue,

New Yorik 16, New York.

FHidb  7/17/44 \?b( <
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Secretary of State R 1 e
[EEREN .
Waeshington o o :
n, B S L
414, July 14, 10 a,m. Y

TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR LEAVITT JOINT DISTRIBU-
TION COMMITTEE NEW YORK CITY FROM JOSTPH SCHWARTZ.

Steamship KESBﬁE brought a totel of 761 passen~
gers. C£ea transportation cost Swiss francs 380, 500.
The cost of land transportation for the entire group
from Istanbul to Haifa plus cost of food furnished to
them for the trip will cost approximately $61,000. I Q/
am asking Saly Mayer to pay sea transportation from the & dji;
500,000 Swiss francs which we have asked you to send, ?i;j} k’
To him and I will send instructions for payment of the qlq

transportation and maintenance costs later date;//

BERRY
RR:BB




JUL 18 1924

Desr Mr. Leavitis

The following confidential messsge for you from Joseph
Sohwarta was received through the American Consulate at
Istanbul under date of July 14, 19448

“Steamship EKBRSBRC brought total of 761 passengers.
Ses transportation cost 380,500 Swiss franos. Cost of
lend transportation for entire group from Istanbul
to Haifa together with cost of food furnished to them
for trip will be approximately #61,000, I am asking
Saly iayer to psy ses transportation from the 500,000
Swiss franos which we asked you to send to him and
I will send instruotions for paynant of maintenange
and trangportation costs later date.®

Very truly yours,

(8ieman) 4. 1, peo.

©

J. ¥, Pehls
Exsoutive Director

Mr. ¥oses A. Loeavitt,

Becretary,

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes,

270 Madigon Avenue,

New York, Mew York.

B £ 72 o .
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Th%]follawing WRB cable 79 is fopy Hirschmsnn,
Please refer to your 1218 of July &.

The Board 3s highly pleased to learn of the Jewlsh Aganoy's

fucdess in obtaining five ships’ for evacuations from Comstanza.

ghi gln ey of the recommendation of Ambassador Bteinhardt and your-
% g}éae and in view of the fact that the operation of refugee
E %_ésv eyation shipe without eafe condust appears to be the only
% % %Pe : for rescuing appreclable numbers of refugses in the Dalkan
% ?; %Bl W Sea Ares, the War Refugee Board agrees to the program in
'QE é}uos‘e on and undertakes Lo varticipate in the moral responsi-

3

%1113 . It seems to us thal thie is & pr@toiablo alternasive
| —te—abmndoning refugees te thelr fate in eneay territory.
Although a Russian’eafe‘conduet may not be absolutely nec-
sssary inasmuch as the evacuation vessels ari not enemy ehips,
1% ie assumed that the Ruasian Government hae been advised at
least informally of these evacuation operations through ite
Anbassador at Ankara. If o formal safe conduct is later

dsemed desirable, it ie suggested that you contact Ambassador
Harrimgn directly. :

7 HULL

{ony)
WRBIMNV:KG nE EE S/CR
7/12/44 : - e ‘
- DECLASSIFIED
o ~Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

J?Y;It H. f&ksﬁbam_s;;u 8,1972
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OADLE FROM WAR REFUGSE BOARD TO AMDASSADOR STHINHARDT ¥OR HIRSOHMANH,
ANKARA, TURKEY,

Ploase refer to your 1218 of July B,

The Board is highly pleased to learn of the Jewieh Agonoy's
guccens in obdaining five ships for evaouations from Constanga, In
view of the recommendation of Asbassedor 3teinhardt and youreelf and
in viev of tho faot that the operation of refugee evacuation ships
without safe conduod appears to bo the only means for ressuing
spprecidaeble munbers of rofugses in the Balken Black Sea Avea, the War
Refugee Board agrees %o the program in quostion and undertakes to
participate in the moral recponsibility, It seems to ue that this is
a prefeorablo eltornotive to abandoning refugees to thelr fate in
eneny territory,

Alshough a Russian safee-conduct may nob be absolutely neo-
epssary inasmuch as the ovaouation vessols are not enemy ehips, it is
asoumed that the Bussion Government has beon advised et least informally
of thsse evacuation opsrations through its Asbaspador at Ankera. If a
formal safe condust is later desmed deeirable, 4t is sugsésted thad you
contast Ambagsadsr Harriman dlvectly,

This 4o VAB Cablo 40 Ankara Mo, __ 79,

2:45 p.m.

Miss Chs.mi;:ey (for the Seo'y) Abrepgmson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, HddeRk,
Iaughlin, lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files
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This telegrom nust be

paraphrascd bolorc beir Datcd July 11, 19é4
X conmunicatcd to anyonc C
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other than a Government Rec'd 11 17
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Sccrctary of State i
QULI 418

R '

PN HEGERDS

1250, July 11, 5 Dale :
: B .
FOR 'R REFUGES DO.LRD FPROH HIRSCIIL.NIT

Washington

e

inkara Ho. 94,

Confirming Embassyl!s 1246, July 9, 1 pens the
Turkish S8 KiZBﬁﬁ arrived in Istanbul Sunday, July 9,
carrying 759 rcfugees from Rumania, .mong thc rcfugces
wvore 265 children, 214 of whom came originally Trom
Transnistria, 187 young agricultural studonts of whom

”

20 werc of the fLgudah--Isracl organization, and 65 yofugocs
of other nationalitics, mostly Hungarians and Poles. The
remainder werc Zionists and_non—Zionists; the cxact figurcs
of cach group arc not Imovin,

Upon being informcd by me of the imponding arrival of
the KaZBEK, lire Kclley immediately requestoed the ifinistry
of Torcign ..ffairs to makc at oncc the nccessary arrango-
monts with tho ilinistry of Communicationsrfor the transpor-
tation of the refugecs to Palestine. Hr, Lolley was

assurcd

2 et L
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-2= #1250, July 11, 5 p.rs from inakara

assured that all possible measurcs would bo talon to
facilitate the departuro of the refugeos at the earliest
possible moment, . A

In conscquence, a special train wda made available
by the Turkish Statc Railways for t. 3 ontirc contingent
of 759 rcfugecos and they departed from Istqnbulronvthé
cvening of July 10 for Palostinorvia Syria, The British e
passport control inVIstanbul was most energetic and co-
opcrative in completing the_issuaﬂcc of the nocessary visas
_for Palestine without delay. ) -

The successful completion of the voyage of the S5
KAZBEK and the immédia%o departure of the paséénggrs for
Palestine are oncouraging,indications>ﬁhat.the deadlock
in respect to both,traﬁéporﬁatioﬁ and'governﬁental rod
tape, which'hﬁd cauéed;tﬁéjviftuél,éeééation orlthg reépﬁé

y and:June has been

of refugees from the Balkans during:

broken,
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Secretary of State,

ey

Washington,. ’/’/////5/« 1
(S
.‘“\3 R\ %
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2120, Tenth, 4 p & \!,E‘f““ﬁ“ '\QM» \

PR Fog\\(xsEA\[g@;,‘fscm/ARTz

sw&%gﬁeamer KESBECK

arrived Istanbul with 742 passengers, 1nc1ud1ng 263

JDC 28 WRB 99 FROP
X

Istanbul informs u

children, of whom 200 Transnistrian orphans, 206 women
and 273 men. Entire group scheduled depart for Pales-

s"/'”l/
gl M {/J’L
'![ N,

tine by %train todaye.

NORWEB

JIM  WFS
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Secretary of State,

JUL 171344 i

Washington. coan

404 July 10, 10 p.m,.
FOR WiR REFUGEE BO[RD-#%@QLLEAVITT/&OINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE NEW YORK FROM JOSEPT SCHWARTZT/
Steamship BCJ;xpected igjarrive here next ()
daysE{yom Constanza with 739 passengersy

It is important that you\should transfer at_.
least 500 swiss francgkto Salfﬁhyervgmmediately and
prepare additional 1,500,000 Swiss francs as soon as
possible in view of the fact that other shlps are

also expected to arrive very SooOms

BERR& VG/V ng/)r }/ H
(%) Lpparent Omission 1;’1‘r1‘44

MRM
WTD
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JUL 17 1944

Dear Mr. Leavitts

The following confidentisl mesesgs for you from Joseph
Sohwarts was received through the Amsrican Consulate at
Istanbul under date of July 10, 1944t

"Steamship BG is expscted srrive hers next (#)
days with 739 passengers from Constansa,

It 1s important that you should transfer
500 fwiss france at least to Saly Miyer immedistely
and prepare additional 1,500,000 Swiss francs as
scon &8 poasible in view of fact that other ships
are algo expected to arrive very soon."

Very truly yours,

(RSmmaG &, . Fuk o

J. ¥U. Pelile
Exeoutive Direstor

Mr. Mores A. Leavits,

8soretary,

Amsrican Jewish Joint
Distribution Qmmitigs,

270 Mxdteon Avenus,

Hew York 15, New York,

Q,ov‘ S
FHidb  7/17/04
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