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SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

1493, h.ugust 15, 10 p.m. ., ,, ,,. v .. ---:-~~....,-.-.,_..... .......... 
FOR PEHLE \iRB FR(]<Il HIRSCHMf,NN 

Ankara 1 s NO. 133 

ThrEE hundrEd ninEty-fivE passEngErs from thE 
~ SS BULBUL' and fivE from the: illfate:d N!EFKURA.arrive:d 

in Istanbul by rail from ChErkaskoy. ThEy wErE quartErEd 

in a school in Istanbul. Thcy wErE brought ove:r thE 

mountains bu oxcart from IgnEada to Vize:, a distancE 

of about 40 mile:s. ThE wome:n and childre:n rodE, the: 

mEn walke:d, ThE re:maindEr of thE trip was madE· by 

trucks to ChErkaskoy and thEnCE by train to Istanbul. 

ThE MEFKURA surv:i.";;ors re:port the: following information 

m1!gal'lding,' thE sll:nking_ of MEFKUHA: Shortly aftEr 

midnight on August 5 thE MEFKUlli~ was approachEd by 

thrEE i!iUrfacE craft of t .. E lEngth of two railway cars 

with flat shal.low draft bottoms and armEd with small 

cannon~,and machinE guns, ThEy WErE r >nsidErEd to_bE• 

, \ Ge:rman 
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Ge:rman boats since: the:y had silhoue:t ;e:s similar in 

appe:arance: to those: boats_ which had ;ne:n se:e:n in 

Constanza harbor. The: ;thre:e: bo91ts ope:~e:d fire: on the: 

MEFKURA with cannon and machine: guns. OnE of the: first 

shots lande:d in the: machinEry room of MEFKD'HA ·Exploding 

the: machinery. The: ship was s e:t on fire: by inc mdiary 

bulle:ts • A largE numbe:r _,f passe:nge:rs we:re; wounde:d 

on the: boat itse:lf by; machine: gun fire:; othtz:s we:re: 

caught-in the: flame:s_or injure:d·by bits of flying 

machi;,_e:ry.- . Many pass e;ngE:rs · donne:d life: pre:s e:rve:rs 

and jump,E:d ove:rboa;r>d. The:machir;_e; gun _fire:. ciont~nue:d 
. - ·. _·.·. ·, . 

upon. the: passe:nge:rs ¥(h.iii; t-~~y ~e:rE: in thE. wate:r • . . 
~e: .:.se:a·w.a;s:C~totmy.;. o'the::.'wise:'':i,t i::l be:;tif:y.:e:dth~ta·· 

_:__~; ......__ ' ~ . ,. . ,:•'t ~ 

larg e:~1 ~~~f:j ilf"P.'af~ ~.~1~~s·c.~~gh_t,_liff~·~~si~·· 
~c cO.r~,ing. to_BUL:SU:L 
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voyagE with thE MEFKURA survivors ~boa:r;d toward 

Istanbul. It camE within.300 mEtErs of thE Black SEa 

EntrancE of thE Bosphorus but was unablE to ~ntEr thE 

Black SEa on accoudt of thE stormy SEas. It sailEd 

back along thE TurlrLsh sl:lorE·- to lgnEada bEforE. safE. ' . 
anchoragE was found.-

ThE numbEr of pass:EngErs from' thE EULBUL arE 

approxima t ElF 395 including, 214 mEn, ~:37 womm and 

44 childrm•. .itmong thEn viErE two.~pp:.:~fiant 'womm and 

two childrEn 

takEn Bal~ t hosp~tal,; 

thE two chil,dr E:n 



' 

';" lr.; :1arn!.ng, in my ·;,alk with yo"• I l'<~f"J'l'ed 
to ,;,enbers of the crew of' tho ~::. s. Bulbul hov'cng 
::wC.·c contact in the ·,-nacl-: Sea witl"- the nebulous enemy. 

·.:.'htc !~·)r7 now, as told to ma, ln<:icaton t'<nt nc 
s"ch contact r.<ctlw.ll·y occurred; that the members of the 
c:·ow, on :r:e roelvinB dan..;er of' attack from armed boats 
whlah were rr,~:orted to be 30 meters away fro,•! the 
Bulbul, enter·~d a life boat and disnpp~_are_<h '[he- Captain 
attCL1pteJ to dO the csame thing but 'IRS Ylithheld by 
youn...:;cr refut:,o'JB w)•o threatened him. This is not a 
ver";; pretty story but 1 t indicates why it was not; possible 
for an-y r::~embers of the crew of the Bulbul to determine 
the nature of the attacking ships. 

Cordially yotu•s, 

I. A.Birsohmann 

Hobert :Kelley, :!:squire 
Charge d'Affaires, n.1. 
e/o American Consulate General 

Istanbul 

,?/ ,-11 
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Augu et 14, 1944 

Mr. Kelley: 

lvr • .>-'uyr~an telephoned to me this morning to say 
that he hud inform&tion from Istanbul that 395 refug8e1l 
from poTt Ie:nec.du bed now 'r-rived at Istanbul e.nd that 
he had telephoned to tho British Embassy suggesting 
tht:.t o.rr:::ne;ements~~ow proceed for their further 
trane:port bY- Join to )3Yr1a. He said thr.t he now under
stood that 1r. Barlae ould pay for their transportation 
from Ignead to eta ul. 

co: 
Mr. 

ELP/gm 

i 
Eireohmannr 

\ 
I 

\ 

' \ ' 

v Iete.nbul, 

E.L.P. 

'), 



M E M 0 R A N D U M 

August.ol4, 1944 
_) 

on the Conversations with BHlbdl Passengers 

Interviews with several of the Bftlbftl passengers who arrived 

in Istanbul on Monday morning, August 14, at about 7 o'cloc~ indica

ted the following. 

The three ships, the Morina, Bdlbftl and Mefkura left Constanza 

together on August 3, 1944. 1'hey apparently sailed under the 

auspices of the Rumanian Red Cross. The Morina itself, when it 

arrived in the Bosphorus, bore indications of having had red 

crosses painted on its hull in various places, and I am informed 

that the Oftlbftl likewise was so painted. The three ships were 

escorted through Rumanian waters as far as the Bulgarian border 

by what was described to be two Rumanian mine-sweepers. They 

travelled in single file, first two refugee boats, followed by 

a Rumanian boat, then the third refugee boat and a Rumanian 

boat bringing up the rear. This escort left the refugee boats 

upon arrival into oOulgarian waters. Thereafter, the three boats 

sailed on their own, the Morina, being fastest, first, then the 

Bftlbftl_.. and bringing up the rear, the Mefkura. Because of differ

ences in speed, the ships rapidly drew away from each other. 

One of the Blllbftl passengers told me that he saw in the drawer of 

the captain of the ship a permit issu!!!d by the Germans authorizing. 

the departure of the three boats from Oonstanza, indicating the 

route which the three boats were to. follow and 1ndi.eat1ng a .time 

by which the voyages :had to :take pla,ce~ Accor~}~~t<)ctpj.s~pass-; 

anger, :tfl:e; tiine-lilJ1i t had. expired by' P:qe ,time the c b,o.ts 

under way •. 
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'.i:he Mefkura, shortly after midnight, August 4th, was 

approached by three surface craft described to be about the 

length of two railroad cars, each with flat shallow-draft 

bottoms armed with some small cannon and machine-guns. They 

were alleged to be German boats similar in appearance to boats 

which had been seen in Constanza harbor, and the three boats 

opened fire on the Mefkura with cannon shot and machine-guns. 

One of the first shots fired landed in the machinery of the 

Mefkura and the machinery blew up. The ship itself was set 

afire by incendiary bullets. A large number of passengers were 

wounded on the boat itself through machine-gun fire. Others 

were caught in the flames. There were life-preservers on board, 

not of very good quality, which the passengers donned and went 

overboard. 'i'he attacking boats continued their machine-gun fire 

upon the people while they were in the water. The sea was 

quite stormy, as a result of which, despite the fact that the 

passengers had life-belts, it was impossible for them to aave 

themselves. 

Five passengers and three of the crew were rescued. '.i:he 

five passengers included a Rumanian girl, by the name of Herta 

Weiss, a Hungarian couple by the name of ~hillip, and two Polish 

men. Mrs. Phillip is a pregnant woman. ~he members of the·crew 

saved included the captain. 

A story which several of the p(lople told, which may or may 

not be true, and 1I1d(led may;have.ori,~fnated i;'rmn i;he same source, 

is to the effect· that. dogs were :t;urnea loqs_~ ii:L,the wll.ter by the 
. - ... -

attackingboats in order f'urther to ha:rassthe passengers 
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struggling in the sea. The Bdlbftl at that time was some distance 

away from the Mefkura and it was not until towards day-break that 

the survivors could be seen in the water and brought aboard. The 

Phillips, for example, were in the water for over four hours. 

Upon their arrival in Istanbul the two Polish survivors were 

taken to Balat hospital, one suffering from burns on his body, 

the other with a leg injury. The other three remained with the 

Bdlb{\1 group. 

The Bftlbdl itself came within about 300 meters of the Black 

Sea entrance of the Bosphorus on Saturday, August 5, toward 

evening. Because of rough weather it turned up the Turkish 

coast in order to find a sheltered anchorage. ·.che boat was in 

the vicinity of the Mefkura when it was attacked, but the passen

gers say that they heard nothing of the cannonade and saw only 

a bright glow on the horizon. During the very early morning, it 

hove to when approached, some say by two,others say by three ·armed 

boats. The Turkish crew of the ~lbftl, with the exception of the 

captain, immediately left the ship in a life-boat. The captain 

himself, I am ·told, was advised by the passengers not to try to 

take similar action. The armed boat.s approached the "'--llbdl, 

some say to a point 30 meters away, 'others say '200 meters. The 

captain told the passengers to keep below decks, and hoisted the 

flag of a Turkish cargo-carrier. 1 have no clear e:Kplanation as · 

to what transp~i!ed, but. orders were given for the.' c8ng1nes to 

start up, and the.:Bftlbdl sailed away towS::i>d the gulf near Igneada. 

The passengers witb.. whom I spoke knew nQ rea:sonw,hy the i:lfi:lo~tL 

was. not 'fired upqrt in the same mapner ae #as ttl~· MetJtil~S.•' 

L ·-~--'-----' 
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/'' • -4- • (There are inconsistences here in te~s of time, which I can 

ascribe only to the great excitement and tension which_prevailed 

among the refugees in Istanbul who, because of their ordeal, had 

lost all concept of time and dates. I shall try to straighten 

this out.) 

There are several counts given as to the number of passengers 

on the BfilbHl, one count is 214 men, 137 women, and 44 children 

for a total of 395. I don't know who made this count, so that 

I am unable to learn up to what age the passengers are regarded 

as children. Of the 395, 393 are supposed to have come to 

Istanbul, while two women remained behind in the hospital in 

Igneada, one woman in childbirth and the other a woman doctor 

who remained behind to care for her. Another count is 405 

passengers, a third is 408, and a fourth 410. The exact number 

will be known only after the official lists are made up for 

the Turkish Police. 

The refugees were brought through the mountains by ox-cart 

from Igneada to Vize. a distance of about 60 kilometers. The 

women and children rode, and the men for the most part walked, 

carrying their baggage with them. From Vize to Cherkaskoy they 

travelled by camions, which were provided zhere, and left by 

train from Cherkaskoy at approximately two o'clock in the 

morning of August 14, and arrived in Istanbul at about 7 or 7:30. 

The BlllbUl, I was informed, is a ship of about 150 tons. 

I am advised further that it was reconstructed to contain 240 

berths, but it carried 405 passengers. 

Upon arrival in Istanbul, two pregnant women who were on the 

- ;:..·-·-;_----~~------· 
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boat were taken to Balat hospital, as ware two children who had 

developed pneumonia. The two mothers of the two children were 

sent to Balat hospital to be with them. 
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An Official German :3tc..tement. 

In tJw ;),uest iou o::: tile Sinl~ing of the Turkish Vessel 11 MERKLA 11 • 

Berlin, ll ( Rc..dor)- The EEC b&s been spreading reports that 

a Genn-.n submurine had sunn: in the Black Sea a refugee-boat; 1111erkla 11 , 

under 'furki:sh fl&g, ·•1ith 277 Jews on board. 

The In te rna ti anal In for mat ion Bureau learns from 

the Gomr~and-2ost of the liermun Forces that the above-mentioned infer 

mation is altogether invented. The International Information 3ureau 

l,lu.s been authorized to state officially of behalf of the High Com

mar.d of the .Army, that 11 no German submarine can be made responsable f 
'·.JY 

for the shipwreck of that Turkish boat. There are German submarines 

" in those sea-areas nor were there ever any there. It is certain that ~IY' 

we have here before us an infringement of Internation Law, caused .~~ ·\<-,.1 
'ltl ... ..--; .~.r 

by Soviet Russia 11 • 

Uni ve rsul, August 13th ) 

-
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Report • 

.... ~------------

Following report has been issued concerning the 40 tons '11ZJf1A4\tc 

motor-boat 11 Mefk'llre "· 

vn the 1-3.8.9~~ at 20.30 in Constanza 1 s port the 3 

;iewish fugi tiv-boats "hlorona", "BUlbUl 11 and " 1!afk1tr:e " were 

preparing to leave S&Je port, 

First started "J.'lorina ";then followed Bulbul; then we 

departed i.e. "LiefkUre "· After 15 minutes our machine showed a 

little def6ct and it took us an hour's time to put it in order. Our 

boat was aocompanied by a rumanian officer and 3 sub-officers. ·;{e 

re~examih&d the defect of our machine; when I remarked some distance o 

off a black line. jddressing the rumenian officer, I was informed by 

him that this was a german surveyor boat in the port of Oon stanza 

called generally " Lema 11 • Find:l.ng it my duty I informed my colleages 

as well us the passengers. In the morning· the rU!IIeni an officer r1i th 

his fellowmen left our motor by the accompanying boats and returned 

to Con::; tanza. 

The motor-boat 11Morina " was near me. There was a soft 

wind and. we followed the same direction. ·,hen the sun went do·.<n, the 

moon a~peared and we were still on the same way. In the night at 

2.10 I perceived the cracking of a racket o~er our motor. Finding 

it my duty I drew the stop alarm and I saw 300 metres off again a 

black line. I suggested at once to our passengers to put on the 

safety girdles Exactly at 2.15 fire came o~ qf the back of the 

ship. Then a piece :fe-'.1 into the water. The fire grew fiercer and 

pieces of wood flew over us splashing into tp sea. The mashines too 

were soon on fire. 

I could 'nt SEle the 

I jumped into 
~44t0 

one v~ my two 

Mlr1-t· #WA . 
~ s6as taking the safety .. boat~, 

fellowmen Kamal and Hassan. Then from 
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fell o ,-,-men 
the safaty-boat 1 sa»> :j§~i:f!f15~~rs jumpinr, into the sea and some in 

boats. ~he sea was all over on fire 
I then GUm exactly the subm-

w<-rine 100 and sor.1ctimE.8 50 !letres turniYJg around us. 

l percoi ved also men standing on tho uppermost top of ths 

sub,;J.Urine , inspecting to their right and left. Then the submarine 

turnoJ to the n'Jrth. Firint· CJ.6t.dn it disap]:oared. After some time 

v1e perceived other i'ire sigmlls from the sea. 

x,noYiing thut the 3 boats he.d to .Keep to the same direction 

I waited &lld &fter two hours 1 saw 11lmlbul 11 arriving. ";iter some 

time the sarne submarine ~pea.red again ned.r us, but not for a long 

time. It Ci.isappeared again. I L ... ediately iformed E\llb'lll. Of course 

tl panic started on the sams boat. I took a little boat of the motor 

B1bUl and saved my 5 fellowmen, for my briginal boat was sinking • 

..\ wou1an and a rnan, as well as a e:irl aai two men , vihich swam 

accrotJ.ched to a deoe of wood, were saved by us and we b1·ought them 

to tile 11 B\llbll.l. 11 At 16 h we arrived to the Bosphorus, but owing to 

a storm in tese waters, we were obmiged. to return a Igniada, on the 

6.8. 44, , informi~g authorities from th~s place about the 

accid.ent of t:be 11 1/lefk:Ure 11 , Authorities have illllllodiately issued 

orders to expediate the jewish ewigrants by tr11in, helping them 

and v1hen I asked for help, they would aswer me that i shoulCl be sent 

to prison, because I was the cause of this unhappy event. It is 

only due to a certain gentleman that I was left free. 

Kazim Turan 
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52 \ For securitY rea.MUS t!j~ 
_,. • t6xt of tnis mess._ge )llust 

• ...,.._.., • ., . b~ closelY ~~rd.ed .. 
-""··~-

./ 
J..ISBON. 
2238X' 
The :f'oll. l'>wing C&b1U iB WIUJ '76. 

;< 

Please, c'lrtliver paraphrase ot the following message 

to Doctor Jorn~ph Schwartg;(242 Rua Aurea, Lisbon, from 

l-1. A. Leav1 t'H ot the American 1 Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee: 

~UOTE lleterence sinking Matkurav,;e have taken posi

tion togethfu' with WRB oonoern1ng future sailings which 

the)' have lltdlled to Hb•sGhmQiln that we will tullJ support 

Hiroctunann 1 .r,' decision after consultation with Embassr 

and pr1vat•1l •.Jrgan1zationz involved Stop They will neoes

ear117 have ' to take into aooount the real risk to refugees 

ot remairiinl!1 where they are as against risk ot sea vorages 
! 

and presu~tJal~·ly private organizations dealing with this 

problem wU.li. inform the refugees of this risk. UJ~OTE. 
I 
J 

;, 

·-,k. 
. ·!{ 

WRIUMM.V:KG I S/CR 
8/l,.}./44 --~ .. 

{t ... 

·l: 
· .. _h_L,_ 

sTr::·n~:uus 
AC:riN() 

(GW) 

·Jf:,' E • ! 

( 

· _-_ • ])E:CLAssmtEb _ •.•. -.•. 
stay. Dept. Letter, 1·11•72 

. /Bi~it~arl<sba~5Ef-i8~197~ •-•' 
. - -· ---- -----··-- -----~-
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CABLE TO LISB~ 

From War Refugee Board to lornb. 

Please deliver the tollolr1ng 1118esage to Doctor Joseph 

Sohwartz, 242 Rua Aurea, Lisbon, !roa M. A. Leavitt of the Alaerioa 

Jewish Joint Distribution Camalttee• 

11Referaae e1nldns lla.fkure ,.. baYe taken position 

together 'ld.th WBB OCIDCid'llinl .fUture aa1J.inge which they haft 

cabled to llll'eohllln that we wlll tully npport Hireobman • e 

deoieion after ooneultatlm with B'llbaesy cd pr1vate organiza

tions involved Stop They 'W1ll neotaiU'Uy have to take into 

aooount the real rlelc to ntugeea ot l'Miln1ng where they are 

u against riak ot sea Yoyape and pJNtliUIIably private orpni

latione !feaUng with this problea Will 1ntora the ntugeee 

ot this riak. n 

1JUf, IS fiRB CABLE :W LI8Bill HO. ti8 76 

10150 a.m. 
August 10, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seoty) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois; Friedman, Hodol, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MoCorme.ok, Cable Control Files 

- -"'lLA/ 
FHodel:jth 8/10/lfis ~-
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August 11, 1944 

Il!emorandum re. the sinking of the S. S. r.!efkura. 

Commander Robert Dunn, who is acting in the absence 
of Captain Trammell, informed me of the following today, 
which he had received from the British Naval Intelligence: 

'rhe Mefkura was not torpedoed but ran into a rock 
at midnight of the day noted in the newspapers. This 
occmTed either at Igneada or somewhat to the north of 
Igneada, on rocks which are close to the coast. There 
were no life-boats nor life-belts on the Mefkura. Six 
passengers and two of the crew were saved, and are now in 
the hands of the Turks. The Turkish authorities have the 
full story on the disaster. It will be necessary to see 

~In\'-'-' 
([i'-frY ... -1\'- :·.._ 

~VI">_,_,., 

the Vall to secure the proper au_thorization for interviewing 
the prople when they arrive with the passengers on the 
Bulbul (which means "nightingale"). 

The above information was supplied by Mr. Mares 
of the British Naval Intelligence. Commander Dunn promised 
to request of Mr. Mares a copy of the full statement of 
the British Intelligence when they have completed it. 

I. A. Hirschmann 
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THE SUN 

.tdJG 1 n 1944 
1Tur~gee Ship 

Sunk, Ankara Saxs . 
: London, Aug. 9 (JP)-The Ankara 

!
radio said today that a Turkish 
motor vessel carrying 292 Jews 
from Constanta, Romania, to Pales· 

~~~~rr.ad i'fi~P~r~~~~:st tsai~ts;~:1 
1five passengers and two crew mem
. be~·s were saved. 
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Lisbon' 

DatEd August 10, 19~4 

REc 1 d 7:05a.m., 11th. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

/ 
2475, TEnth, 5 p.m. 

~ / ~ 
FOR L':::J. VITT FROh1 PILPEL V/RB 151, JDC 53. 

/REubEn REsnik cablEs 11 rEports on SS BULBUL~nd 
SS MAFKURA~till unclEar bEcausE bad communication. 

PrEsEnt rEport SS lflAFKURA lost with 310 passEngErs, 6 

rEscuEd including 2 crEw. 60 childrEn aboard. PrEsEnt 

official rEport but not final submarinE gunfirE, but 

struck rock thEory also advancEd. ;~t agrncy rEquEst, 

WE arrangEd transfEr and rEscuE rEmaining I::LFKURJ. 

passEngErs and SS BULBUL passEngErs who camE IgnEada 

whErE boat hEld. Following donE. Food sEnt passEngErs 

disEmbarkEd bEing transfErrEd ovEr impossiblE road by 

horaEcart to SErgEn, thEncE lorriEs to ChErkEskoy whErE 

board trains, ExpEct arrival hErE Saturday morning, 

lodgEd on boat for day and will lEavE saturday night 

for PalEstinE. Hirschmann fully informEd and approvEd 

a 11 arrang Em rn ts • Sahar Ad om ~ oop Era t. ing
11 .J 

NORi"iEB. I 
WMB 



AUt: 15. 

Dear Mr. Leavitt; 

The following message for you from Jfr. Pilpel (JDC No. 5.3) 
has been received through the American Embassy in Lisbon under date 
of August 10, 1944: 

"Reuben Resnik cables 'reports on SS BULBUL md SS IIAFKURA 
still unclear because bad communication. Present report SS llAFitURA 
lost with .310 passengers, 6 rescued including 2 crew. 60 children 
aboard. Present official report but not final submarine gunfire, 
but struck rock theory also advanced. At agenq request, 1J9 arranged 
transfer end rescue remaining JfAPKURA passenga15 and SS BULBUL passen
gers who came Igneada where boat held. Following done. Food sent 
passengers disembarked being transferred over impossible road by 
horsecart to Sergen, thence lorries to Cherkeskoy where board trains, 
expect arrival here Sat~ morning, lodged on boat for dq and will 
leave Saturdsy night for Palestine. Hirschmann fUlly informed and 
approved all arrangements. Sahar Adorn cooperating'." 

Very truly yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
Bxeouti ve Director 

Mr. II. A. Leavitt, Secretary, · 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
ZJO Jfadison Avenue, · • 
Hew York, New York. 

~/ 
FH:jth 8/14/44 
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('' STA.TE 

RJ,-557 

Lisbonv 

D8ted :.ugust 10, 1944 

Rec 1 d 6:48a.m., 11th 

Secretary of State CONTROL COPY Washington 

2476, ;,ugust 10, 5 p.m. 

FOR LEl,VITT FROM PILPEL 'iiRB 150 JDC 55. 
y 

Wish advise 308 SS MJ:RINi; passengers left 

Istanbul for Pales tine i.ugust 9. SS BELLJ.CITI, 
1 
re

ported to have left Constan?.a, ;.ugust 8th with 150 

passengers of whom 120 children. 

NOR WEB 

RR 

~-
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MCI4a 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

The f'ollcnrlng message for you from llr. Pilpel (JDC No. 55) 
has been received through the American Bmbaasy in Lisbon under date 
of August 10, 1944: 

"Wieh advise 308 SS IIAIUN A passengers left I still bul for 
Palestine August 9. 58 BKLLACITA reported to have left Constanaa, 
August 8th with 150 passengers of llhom 120 children." 

!lzo. ll. A. Leavitt, Secretary, 

Very truly yours, 

(l!ignel!) iJ. v. Pehls 

J. w. Pohle 
Executive Director 

American Jewish Joint Distribution OOI!IIIittea, 
::no .lladison Avenue, 
Hew York, New York. 

FH : j th 8/14/44 
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'l 
l'base rehr to JOtu:• Nos. 1429. A\!g\lst 8, 1437. Auguet ~. 

and 1448, Auguet 7 (~ar Refugee Board NoG. 116, 118, and 122). 

Tbe Board de8ply regrets the sinking of the refugee sb1p ~ 

l.J£Ff.UIU. and the attendant looe of l1fe. The Board 1s tbanktul 

tba~ the abips BU~U~ and MARINA arrived safely. The ettorte 

of Kelley and Hirschmann in th1a oonneot1on are greatl7 

a,Jr~reo1atod. 

The Board will appreciate auoh fUrther information oonoern

:int:; the a1nk1ng of the MEFKURA as oan be fUzon1ahed oons1etent17 

with eeourity requirements. 

With re~poot to possible future vo7ages or the Bulgarian 

or aD7 other boats, as mentioned in your No. 1440, tbe Board 

will tully support a deciaion b7 you atter consultation with 

the Embaae7 and the private organisations involved. We know 

that JOUr decision will take into account the relative risk to 

the refugees 1f they remain 1n Bulgaria, Rumania or Hungar:r as 

toe case mar be as contrasted with the risks ot sea vorages. 

We also asaume that through the appropriate private organ1&at1ona 

the refugees themselves have been tully informed of· the r1ska 

involved in such voJases. 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 'i'he 

By R. lL Parks Date_sre_1 8 1972 
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I 
The foregoing hau been discussed ~ith the JDO here and it 

111 in asreem~~tnt. 

wRB:MMv:m 
8/l0/44 

3TE':.''l'DITT:; 
(Actiny.' 

(GBrlJ ' 

SE S/CR 
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Cable to Kelley, Aill(ara, for H1rsohmann from the War Refugee Board, 

Please refer to your Nos. 1429, August 5, 1437, August 6 ·' and 11.45. 
August 7 (War Refugee Board Nos, 116, 118, and 122). · 

The Board deeply regrets the sinking of tl1e refugee ship Ml!.'FKURA 
and th3 attendant loss of life. The Board is thankful that the ships 
BULBUL and MARINA arrived safely, The efforts Qf Kelley and Hiraobmann 
in this aonneotion are greatly appreciated. 

The Board will appreoiate such further information oonoarPing the 
sinking of the lliEFKURA as oan be furnished consistently with security 
t•equirements. 

With respect to possible future voyages of the Bulgarian or an;r 

'A. 

other boate, e.s mentioned in your No. 11.45, the Board will fully support 
a decision by you after consultation with the Embassy and the private 
organizations in~olved. We know that your deoision will take into account 
the relative risk to the refugees if they remain 1n Bulgaria, Rumania or 
Hungary as the case may be as oontrasted with the riaks of sea voyages. 
We also assume that through tho appropriate private organisations the 
refugees themselves have been fully informed of the r1Bks involwd in 
suoh voyages. 

The foregoing has been discus11ed with the JDO here and it is in 
agreement. · 

THIS IS YIRB OABLE I() ANKARA NO. 97 

2t20 p.m. 
August 9, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abr~am&on,.cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Files 



\ 
\ 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS/ 
( :_)/ '- ·- . ;·- {l 

c / /. ,d 

;~);;( /~~ ;:~ : This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
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other than a Government 
agency. ~e~~I~WBB,. 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

1471, J,ugust 10, midnight 
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Dated ;_ugus t 10, 1944 

Rec'd 5:01 a.r~, 
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FOR PERLE rJRB FROM HIRSCHMJ,NN. J,nkara Is No. 129. 

The 308 refugees' who arrived Iwtanbul aboard vessel 

MORINi( proceeded on ;,ugus t 9 by railroad from Istanbul 

to Syria; Included in this group were 177 children up 

to tho a,;e of 18, of r<hom 171 were orphans :~rom 

Transnistria1 tho remainder were with their parents, 

Included also among the refugees were 31 young trainees 

for P::tlestine (Chalutzim) mostly Rumanian and 36 

revisionists, the balance of the 308 comprised refugees 

who had arrived in Rmnania (18 polish and about 25 

Hungarian) and Rumanians. 

For your information we have learned that approxi-

mately 1300 orphans from Transnistria are still in 

Rumania and I am attempting to secure Driority for them 

in whatever additional emigration from Rumania it may 

be possible to effectuate. 

KELLEY 

BB RR 

'- j 

~ 
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:1 CC<' .;r ~·ro: l ·, tt1r:b 11 
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[: t. t.r·f~ tow;. .. r 0 t, o ;in;;> '-"Ju;,'n t locc lly, 

_ _,. ,,, ~'· ,,_ t r 

t: nus~3 :r!f. o s ···:ill \ · Oro ~r=-- t to t: ~ to~,_·,n of · ... t ·~r~~J13~<0J', W1•_; 

~, cJ '0,J:}! 0 will b ,, lodge on oom< ;od i:)US boat~ in J. tan':;ul nuroor. 

or8e-curts, for food, oto. 

ilK 
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/ 'n~,IV' T,K; n·11;,•;, n1J::l,o;, 

,UIII C.,.,, 11'.,U'l ri::JW.,rl 

THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
CHILD AND YOUTH IMMIGRATION BUREAU 

JERUSALEM 

. ,_ ·, 

No. lstanhul, 9 .8.1944 

Mr. Katzki 
War Refugee Board 
Pera Palas 
iSTANBUL 

Dear Mr. Katzki, 

Hereby I want to convey to you the 

final composition of the children's group, 

which arrived on board s/s Morina. 

(. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely. 

~/'J<-1 .J 

·,•!:.;; 
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l.l:3'.i.' O~i l~ i l.cuJlL>N mu 1\.•L-lV .•. J uN r'Ahlci .... 

J/:3 " .,.Q,{Ll" " J/ti/'344 

----------------------~---------------------

AG,, >VI THOU:;' l--.uL~NTci .ll.la .J:.!Ul.>.:t.Nl.J 

Boys Girls To:~al li\.l:f3 ui1·.1s Tot.ai ;;;. To tti1 

--------------------------------·-------------------------------------
1n6 ll 4 15 15 

1927 13 12 25 25 

1928 13 9 22 1 1 23 

1929 21 12 33 33 

1:!)0 ll 9 20 20 

l'J)l 8 6 14 14 

l9:i2 5 6 11 1 1 12 

1933 5 5 5 

19)~ 1 6 7 2 2 9 

1935 2 2 4 4 

1936 1 3 4 2 -2 0 

1937 1 1 2 2 

l'J3d 1 1 1 

1939 2 1 3 3 

1940 1 1 2 2 

1941 1 1 1 

1942 1 1 1 

l':J43 1 1 1 

1944 

-----"' 
91 &> 171 3 3 b 17S 

~-------~-------------------------._-------------------------~--~ 
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New York ~-Telegram 
AUG 9 1944 

Sbip.'~lh~·-292.JeWs-•··~: 
sunk,.: Ankara Repor_ts 

/··, ·_. -:·-:, _,.:.. ..·:·:· . 

1 ~~a;~;x~;;:~~.;~-~':."l~i%'a:~& 
1radio ·sai<l ;today.~~hat ;.a :'J:'Urkls)l 
'mo.tor··. vesseL· carrying, 292:' Jews 
!fro~,~:-· c;~nSt.antiJ;,··. ,-~~~tiia; .. __ ·:. tO 
Paiestliie, haci ._,~unk ou.tsicie .. terrl~ 

:;t;~81tM1~~:;/~~ss?::~;:1:"a~~~ · 
]ciew·_m~iilb~ts wer:~:ii~we_q,~--/_·_ .. · ·.)' 

'"'--[ 

t 

1 



mh.e ...ar._r. ~un -AUG 9 1944 

287,',Ref\Jgees .. · 
Lost~i~' 
· London, . Aug. 9 ~A. :p;).'--Tlle. 
An)<ara radio said today tha.,t a 
Turkls.l;i· ··motor vessel carrying 
29lr J~Ws 'tram Constanta,. ~Pma· 
·nla, .to P.!!J.es~lne, had. snnl\.ol!t· 
1
si<l,e'tert'itarlal·waters. Tlle•l;lroad
\ gast sal~.thaHlve PI!§Slflav~ l'nd 
tw~emb~rs we ~a; · 



'lf Y. . ·' . . ' A"T': , ' . , ,, , ... , .... ,u•: ., .. '''('· ,: , .:, ' • '" .,, , 

'1"Drt JUiariUJt2dl'::a1riiWif 
Machul 'bir denizalti J$£\r~~ani#de. ·-~if.:m~tiir~mozu- b~~trd•-

icinde bulunan 3'15Yahudi mU:te.ci boguldy, 
Karasulamruz.a .so.~u-~an Jl!illiye'ti -meghul de?!~~ .. ,·~?~ ~otorl~r Z?~l~)<l,~:Y.OllarJ\1~ deVilrn edel.>ilmi§-

alt!lar, bu· motorlhnuzu daha hatJrmJ§lardlt; Had•· ler, K1Jyos on(enne gel_dJklerl vakit·B.ocaJam1ya ba§· 
se 5 agustos:cumartesiyi pazara baghyan gccc saaJ lanp§~a~·dtr.' ·· . ··•. .--.. : · ·i 

~2 de olm\t§lu ~s glinii Kostenceden iki§e.r. · -~u motiirlerden Mor)no, Bogaza girmeije I{IU· 

saa a 1 e ii> motoriimilz mUJteci yahudi yiikl,U o- .vaffak·olm·u~, digerlei-i' §iddetle.esen poyraz yii-~ 
lara~ ~areket -et~i~le~dir. ilk hareket e.~_--e~ lll~_~.o' _zund~;n, Kt~y?S_t~n ~eri -d~~~_. e~.z--cir_-··unda kalm~§lar .. 
motorunde 307; tkmct hareket epen IUUlllU. mQto~ du·. Bu .~rada~ulbul motopt Ltman_dcreye gehrken 

-rtinde fiO, <son o1arak hareket eden~ mqtO- bazt clei;iza'lhlar -faraft'nda·n· k~V~Ianml§Sa da, mo~ 
rUn de de ill muhacir yahudi vard1. · tor Lilh~ndereye sJgmm13,. bir .mUddet · bekledik.ten · 

Yolun· yimsmda- iken !hava birdenbir_e b~ztlug!lll1 ( :f('~~: . ;,,::-.; ~PJY.tini,~~-: J.~it- 7 ~~J 
· · · ara -4ularlnnzda 

. bir'· hadi~e 
(B.I& 1 la~4t) 

sonra l&pead.ilYJLilUca etm!§\ir. 
I Me!.!<lire mo!OrU ise Zerve ·a~lkl;:'\ 
' nnda !ken milljyeti me~hul Us den!J 
1 alh ile kar0118§m10hr. 
' MotorUJ} y.olunu kesen de.nizal-.. · 
t1lar. derhal top atll§i agll)!§lat V£ 

I bir kag dakika s.oP.ra _mot!!l'li -~ 
rnl§lardJr. · 
~'rll'n iginde bulunan 320 mill
tee! yahudjil_en ancak 5 ki§! kilrta· 
rtlmJ§, 315 k~i bogulmu0tur. Altt Ri 
§ilik ll)ilrettebatm da dordii bo&t!I . 
mu01 ancak ikisi kurtulml!§lll1'; u:. 
retteba{tn. lsimleri 0unlardll-! ' 

Kapt\in Kaz1m, Mustafa, Mehinet, 
Ahwet/Mahinut, Must,ata; . 

Og.rertdi&imize gore, kaptan Ka; 
, ztm !io~ulanfar arJlslnp~d,r;~ ". f_ 

·Vakadaif h_aberdar clan K!*lareh 
valisi, derhal badiseye ~li<onnt!f~·-' 

I 
ilk i§ olarak, lgneada:\''!-,•iii!Jt$n;'j';_!,1J·, 
btU motorUnun:-hlii:eketirti · menet- · 

m_l§tir. D.ige. 1{ ta·r·a.fta:~_.·_:m_:~r ___ .tii_··.~--~-~_-:'I;'Y·_: ~"-1 hudileri-'na1deden .a~ejjte;.:llli!(_(lll!~--
te milracaatla: bu'!l~rin~ k~ta_ ygl,u 

.ue naklimi' i.niii;~ad<i'isfemi~Hr:;;;c, . _.·_., .• __ :·--_· 
~efkure :~_mo\liriiiiliii' ·_ biiiitl_lw~si 

' hakk•nda ·tahkikatacdev:al'l'·:edUmek, 

t•~~tlii: ,~:r:u:~tt~h~t;:k~;o{~i~6f). · '" 
·•~sl"ire s!gortalldi~< ·' · : · · ' 1 , : 

~j<:,\4~ 
"•. r :_,·" ,;, [ 
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SOUhC~: VATAN, Au[ust 8, 1944, 
No. 1~25, Istantul. 

AN E.'V!i,;NT VIIT:IIN OUh Tliliitl'l'OhiAL ViAT.c.hS 

An Unknown Subr:a rire ~ttnk One 
of Our !.~o tor boats in the Black Sea 

Causing the :l.ea th of ~15 Jewish 
hefugees 

Submarines the ir1entity of v:hich rcr.:ains unknown 

have on August 5th, 12 :6(!) P .!1i. sunk another of our 

motorboats. Of the.three motorbo& ts LO.hiNO, B~LBUL 

and J:·:EFKDilli, carryinr on board Z07, 410 and Z20 Jewish 

refugees, respectively, who had left Constanza on 

:.urust Zrd, the r.:onn:o suc'"eedad in enterinr the 

C::traits, the BULBUL took refuge at Ineada, whereas the 

;.:EFKUR.Ji,; was sunk by Z untncvTt subrr:&r ines opposi to 

Zerve. Only 5 of the Z~O paEsengers and 4 out of the 

crew of 6 were saved..... The arency in dJ. arge of the 

trl'!nspoitation of these refugees has requested the 

rovernment to grant authorization for their transpor-

tat ion b;v land. 

B:er 
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Mef~~ure .. 
Jle"~lll Kitl· 
'BC»gu'ldu ... , :rAN 

Motor Me~hul 
'Og Denizaltmm 

Hucumuna Ugrad1 
Memleketimlzden gegerek Fi

listine gidecek olan yahudi mill 
tecilerl K1istenceden ~n 
Mefkt'ire, Biilbii! ve Morino ad
h !UQ!.iirlerimiz, kara sularJmJ
zm di§mda ve ul ar a~m A
gi!!opolo !imam yakmlarmda 
milliyeti meyhul iii(' tahtel!:ii!iit
rin tecaviiziine ugram~§ttr. I 

Sahilden be§ !nil agtk ta sey
reden bu motiirlerden Biilbii\, 
igindeki 400 mii!teci i!e ~ 
ya stgma/.>ilmi~, Morino, ·~vvel
KI:Jiiii11imanmitza gelmi§t:r. 

Tam isabet alan Melki'rre !~in 
; ~kil~:-r~!l~ batm-;'§;JIY R . 
Ji;i~ilik miirettebatinaffist. ~e i 

\
180 miiltecinln ancak .. be§i kur- il 

r
labilmi§tir. - -· - -

(Sonu Sa. __ 2. ~ii. 2 r 
!ineSdaya'.~;[a~Ila~millt~~~~~~ o-

tobiislerle sehrimize getirelec::ek'.er
dir. 

~hndiye Kadar Ge~en Museviler 
ara, 7 (TAN) - Orta Avrn-

pa Ve- Balkanlardan aynlmak zo1 un
da kalan Musevilerin memleketimlz1 

knmetimiz insani dii§iincelerle hare
ket etmis ve miimkiin alan biitiin ko
ayhklan gOstermi§tjr. 

~en sene ve bu sene Alm::t.nya, 
Bulgaristan ve ~.facaristandan b!r 
~ok yahudi ~ocuklar1 memlekeUmi2-
den gecerek Filistine gitmi~l~rlir. 
Son zamanlarda 1828 yahudi maru2 

1 l;;;ru;;aug;:t-Stktntid~urtalmak 1 ~ maksadiyle ~~~W.,.EJ~~U- '~ 

. ~:,:.~~~~!!~~-~v..::~~~~gJ.h~~~z~leri j 
m<:~?l,~l!:~fmi11l~,r,t~~ F1h•tine .

1 
~~-'.!!_!._~J_~~-'ll_M:._. _. __ .. _ .. ___ .. __ .,.._ .~ 

=. 

I 
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TAt•:, August 8, l 944 , 
No. ~189, Istunbul. 

l ?? PASSENG.l!:RS ON BOAI(]) TEZ !.1EFKU1(£; 
·,vaG DHOVi];U) 

The ~~torboet taa httacked Ey ~ Unknown 
SubiLBr ines 

Our motorboe ts I.:&'KUt(.C.:, BULEUL and t.:eluNO, v.hich 

were transportine:: Jewish refugees from Cor..stanza, were 

attacked by 2 unknown submarines outside of our 

territ:crisl waters in the vicinity of the Bulgarian 
with 400 passengers on board 

port Agatopolo. Of these rrotorboats the BULBUL/took 

refuf.e at Ineada while lv:O.f<.INO arrived st the port 

of Istanbul the day before yesterday. As ree:ards the 

l.!.ri;FKUIU: V!h ich was sunk, 6 out of the crew of 8 and 

only 5 of 180 paesengers could be saved. 

The Jews v1ho were Passing in Transit so far 

J.nkara, ?th (TAN):- lv:oved by humanitarian sen-

timents our Government extended all possible facilities 

for the passage in trbnait through Turkey of Jews forced 

to leave cent!'al Euro:-e ar:d the Balkans. Of late 

1828 Jews have arrived in our country without havir,g 

been able to secure the necesrary visas. :.fter 

accomplishing here all the reouired visa forr~alities 

they left for Palestine. 

B:er 
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railron~ stRtion at Viza (?) or c~rkRcita (?). 

/ 
·-------~-- -----··---- -~--



1,- -- --- - -----------. ·. Le ''Mefkore··· transportan. . 
·/--3~0 r61Qgles lolls a et ; 
.coulepar trojs SOIJS·~arins 1 

~15 personnes ont ate noyees · 
A I b de Cl!ooo de trois sous-marins 

Le 
3 901

• es motOr· oat ioconnlit. Ces 320 refugiea , 
lures "Morino"' •IIIilbUI• et juifs qui se trouvaient a bord j' 
•Me(kOro>' · ·qu!Uai~nt Cons· 5 seulement ont pu eire sau •. 
tantza, ··ah~rg~i·:re,pective· vt's, 4 des 6 marins qui com· 
ment !18 307;-'tlQ .. et 320 re• posaient !'equipage se soot 
;fu&"ies juifs, q~~c ~evaient s.e noyes. 1 
rendre en Palea_bne, · ~n dep1t · Oo presume que · Je ·capi· ; 

·de Ia· tempatfl,'l~· <l\1orin,o> a taine Kiizim est parmi ceux·ci. I 
, 'pu entrer au Bospbore, tan· Le gouverneur . dJ Kirklareli i 
' dis que lea deux ilutres ont averti a immediatement de• 

I eltl obliges de rebrqusser rhe· fendu Je depart du "Biilbiil, 
min d~jvant K1lyos. Le ~BUI• d'lgneada. L~geoce· de trans• ' 
bQI, poursuivi par des ,sous· .port a demande au_ gouverne· ' 
marins, ·a reus_si ·a se refugier ment l'auto~isatipn de trans· 
iodem\le iiLi[lla!ldere ·at · !ie pPrter les refua-ies juifi par . 
Ia a ·fgnolid(l/ · - · route. i 

Quant 'au •M~fkar~• il a Le,motor·bPat ci"Pule et son l 
coule eli qu ilque1. mioutec au equipage etaieot aisures contra 
lari'• de Z•vrej.ioul lea· coups lea rliquea de II'Uerre. 

. . 

e;e1, 1 

~nu.?r/~\ -"\ 



iUilcuru , .llllgust 8 1 19 44 

lie!ll' hlr. Bercy: 

I should appreoittte your nrranging for an introduction 
of lir. Kutzk1, aos1stant to Mr. hirsohmbnn, ~pec1ul !~pre
sentative of the ilar ilefugee .iloard, to the Va1i c..nd head of 
the 1\u:kish Had Crescent in Ista.nbul for purposes of ofi'oring 
lli\Y usslstanoe that mey be dlls1red in oonnection vdth the 
rescue, transportation, feeding, clothing, etc., of the 
refugees saved fran the ill-fated Mefkura and the s. s. Bulbul. 
Mr. Hiracbmwm usaorta that the <Jar llefugee Board stands ready 
to defray all expeneoa connected tberevr1th. 

Burton Y. Berry, Bsq. 
"llllll'i can Consul General 
Istanbul 

Cordi ally yours, 

Uobert F. !>olley 
Charge d 1At.ru1res, a.1. 

~:- ~ t • ' . ' 

~:A/~4~"'-
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~PARTMENT / INCOMING \ DIVISION OF 
, ,( '/ OF ,/ "\ COMMUNICATIONS 

·. __ ,:" STATE tAUI/oF.?i"-iE TCEOLNETGRROAlM "OP.~f . AND REC.O.·RDS 
QEI' !IRJI\""·'0H n·· l' 7 

F;.-1\& 8 pt! 4 42 PIAIN u: , f,J "?fh-1!.'/f 
Lisbon 

I i j/l 
DatEd August 8 1 194'~ ~ j 1 J 

k;f'~t;,-4; REc 1d 8:55 a.m. 
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SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

24491 Eighth, noon 
~ / 

~ 
FOR LEAVITT FROM SCJfl'iARTZ VffiB 146 JDC 51. 

/REgrEt advisE that of thrEE shi;s which lEft 

Constanza with total approximatEly 1050 rEfUgEEs only 

two ships MARINA witlJ.315 passEngErs and BULBUL wi'th 

500 arriVEd safEly. _ ,S.SMAFICURA was sunk by submarinE 

action nEar Igntad~ with about 250 livEs lost and 

VEry' fEw survivors!..::.: SS -BULBUL landEd a t IgnE ada 

with appro:X:irnatEly-500 passEngErs WE sEnding posthastE 

food suppliEs thESE passEngErs. and also thosE fEw 

rE:scuEd. REnsnik may procEEd IgnEada ordEr arrangE 

· disEmbarkation BULBUL passE.ngErs and thEir ovErland 

transportation all_Q:(__whjch complicatEd viEw fact 

this niilital"Y arEa. 315 MARINL passEngErs lEaving 

forPalE:stinE today./ 

NORWEB 

CSB 



... 

AUG9·. 

Dear Jolr. X..avitt• 

'lhe toll owing ~~~esaage ··pn- you troa Dono:r Boh1rlr1;• 
(JDO No. 51) ball bHD :received through the .AMricm lllbuq 
1D Liaboni 

ua.pet adviae that of t-ll¥'oe ahipa which lett Ocmat&Du 
with tO\el .P,roxillatel.J' 1050 :retu_.a only t1ro ehipa JWUHA with 
315 pa•l•aara •d BUIJlUL with 500 ll'l'i'Md aafely. SS JlAJlURA waa 
tnmk by IU-.:riftl actlon near lpeada with &boat llS() liTee loet 
m4 Te17 r .. IIQ'Yivore. ss Bl.JLBUL laaded at X__. with app:rox
h!&tely 500 patMDaara we ••&s poathUte too4 1\lPPllel these 
p&eMDSU'B azul. WO thole to' :rtiGU4Mi. ltDaaik 11*7 p:roond 
Ip..U order. &n'IDP d1a•bai'Jra\icn BULBUL p&IHagVI md thai:r 
OTerlan4 uaaeponat:Lcn all of wbioh OOIIPlie&Ud ft .. tact thb 
aillt.aey a:rea •. 315 IIAlllliA paeHDgereleama to:r l'alen!ne t~~· 

Vffl.7 trul.T tou:rt, 

(lfli!JI~l '· •• Niil 
J. w. Pehle 

keou.tiye Dinotor 
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DIVISION OF 
· COMMUNICATIONS 

AND REC~DS 

COHTROl~EY f/ ~~-, " 
,,, fl. noHS 

(JCl\;,\ \UI 1' ~1c(J\\Qb 
Lct-1-'.0 ~~~) J.nkara '"' / l if f::)<·l,rl-0 
Thi\.s\.l:e,~vegram must be 
paraphrased before boing 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
ag on cy. ( Mlg'*lfi:l8'!PEB<) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Dated J.ugus'G 8 1 1944 _.,. ·/ 

Roc'd 11:11 p.m. 

1452 1 J,ugust 81 5 p.m. 
'1-

EM.B/;SSY'S 1445, j,ugust '7 I '7 p.m~ •• FOR PERLE rJRB 

FROH HIRSCHMiJTN, 

Ankara No. 126, 

Tho Turkish1Foroigrr Office has accepted our 
- . . . . ~ 

recommendation that 'Gho passengers from the BULBUL 

shoUld be transported overland .by auto and rai1Y1ay 

. to Istanbul. The Turkish ~'Red drescerit is supervising 

this movement and other steps are being talcon in 

connection with the or.lorgency. I have agreed 'GJ.1.at HRB 

will dei'ray expenses incurred in these operations and 

I boiieve that this undo!ltaking on our pnrt has 

helped expedite relief work. 

'~-~ 
EEC ws~ 

\ 
\ 

\A 
. --·---~-->;_J._ ____ ,_ __ 

KELLEY 

. ·. 
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246 Di~ iJl Sinking -
nTTurk _R~fugee Sfiip 

LONDON, Aug, 7 tri.P.J.-The 
Beriln ·.radio,- _quoting. a report 
from Ankara, said that a Turkish 
ship carrying 250 Jewish refugees 
from~ ·C<iltstat\ta, Romania,··. to 1 
Turkey_ sank early todaY>Iilld.:1hal.; 

~~riS'Jl~ci.'f'!lr of the~:~~~ 



~lrt Ntnr i[.ork lllintt$. 
AUG 8 1944 

TURKISH SHIP TORPEDOED 

Ankara ~· Details o'f1:'1in-sl 
Jowis Refugee Craft 

BY Wireleu to Tum N&W YOilJC TUUI'I, 

ANKARA, Turkey, Aug. 7-The 
100-ton motor schooner Mafkura 
which, with two other schoners,l 
each carrying three hundred Jew• · 
iBh refugeea, left Constanta, Ru· 
mania, for Istanbul last Thursday, 

:was torpedoed yesterday in the 
1Black Sea by an unident{tied sub·. 
lmarine. According to one report· 
!received here, only the captain and 
\five members of the crew were 
:.saved. ~ 

One of the three schooners ar
rived here safely and the second 
put' in at the small .Turkish port 1 of Igneada,. about forty-five miles. 
from Istanbul, to escape ·a storm.! 
~he M~~u{g\. wa·s. heading for. the, 
safety eada 'fhen she was· 
torpedoed. 

Gerrhany may have opened un· 
declared war on Turkey with the 
sinking of a Turkish ship yester
day, seven miles off the coast of 
Turkey, according to the Overlleas 
N gency. 

T is ·.the significance of a 
brie ble received tiy the age~ 
1
toda through' priVate chann s 
,fro urkey, dfsClo,slng th~t a s !P 
that -had previously been report 
usunk" had actually been attck 

., 



!----._ 

Selon dea.reneeignementa parvenua 4 l'Ambaas&dQJ 

qu'aotuellement on p~te aeooura aux nautrag••· La gare 

4e ohem1n de fer.la plua prls du Port. lgneada est 
' 

e. .La uvllte BULBUL eat DtOU1Uf awe environ• 

4 1Igaoada et on ne aait pae e'il eat parti our a'il se 

b• X. pe~esion ap6o1al.e P0\11'" t>luat•u• peJ'¥om.•• 

-4• _ .. _.._ itndJie •ll. 1_e,~1t -4u . (\~vetaS<t':IU',_. ti*a~tl!' ie_a 



.-
·' 

2 -, 

ns.utrs.g6a. L1Agenoo .Ju1vo rl6airorii1t ~mvoyor, dans ce 

but, l<iona1eu1• .. alwel .'omeran1oc, demt1onulit6 

paJ.<~et1.n5.enuo. 

d oett., fin, le aonooura du Jl'oi.:~sm1': :tougo, ot9 dans 

oe cas, un fonds apeclal sarait m1a a lo. :Uspi»s1tio'1 du 

Cro1aaant ilouga. 

ahomin de fm• lea pasaagor.s flUl' l -. navb•o B!!I .. !"''L pour 

leur 4v1tor lo voyase dans los aaux, qui ae~blent dan-

13&reuaoo, do cotte reliiion. 

e. La per1niaston pour 1 'A;;;ence Antnlye. d'envoyor 

des oam1ons a Igneada l)OUX' OlTl.>:!!Cner loa naufre.g~a 

d I It;neada a 1ar1clarol1. 

Ankara, lo 7 no-cit 1944. 

ELP/i>FH/gm 



Le ~trii3if~de3 ~r~i1i~/ 
gies . israeliles ·par : 
. ·.Ja· Turq uie · 
{ S15 6~ Jgr6~ =i arri~~~.:hie~ 
;'m lo m_otor_ ~boar __ :-"Me_ lkdr$~' 
1W - <o.sran retar~· · 1 

I ~- ~ 
i' A ·Ja auite -,9fi~, fucmt~~s )ieco\"dees ~ 
, a~t- !Smeli'tes ~,fuyani :J,~s P~:Ys, axis J 
: ifje.<i,' (!:e ·. tmnJSttter. pai'•· r;'!l.O•re:-: :ter . ; 
: :rHoi1·e · poli~ aUer efu<i>a~ti~e, le -~ 
noli!bre· ·de'_ ceil il'escaplis;atigmjmte rl 

'dJit'jOur en' jout\ :Le'·tno!JQ;~boat .I 
.«;~{ot•in'a ,; di.{120 torime,S:qm t(ite!l ~ 
!la~t ji Coristantz,t··depuis :2 moi$ a' • 

j>ll}lep.r Jiier elfi,rijjh•e,·i>ort' 3m~mi-
i grants israelites,. Ges'- joui..s"ci: ~!~ 
· C'ontin'iuiront te'iiif' ~hemilii;'-po.titi ~Iil. . 
Pfll~~jbie:;· . ;,:•. •;;.[ , ... •. j. :: ,.' • 

'-L.e inotoi~~noat «"Bulbul::». ?'ttemcl 

r;;~~~~~~~~ift;}i 
te'S'. ~st 'et\•Fr:Jhrt,l;: On 

FnPit ,. -~. ~~'-~#t~·~~.~,, -.~J$W~( 
l!OliVP,lle,)a~:les~ns_, · , >. 

/:;;~~~~; 

--~ :.~ _:,. .. :..:__ -~---·-----



l<.1'1 IW.t!6.ld telephoned 1110 lllll~ nit)lt ~t t.tbout 9:30 P.U.. <:r<d in1'ol'll10d 
Ill> of the 1'oll owine; 1 

1. '!'® '.lurl\J.nh l'ol1oo notit'iod thtJ •uwillb .. guuoy tll<.t tl:l" ~· :;. U...ukul'!. 
ll<><i bt>t~n torpedoed neur l'ort lgno"na c.nd tblot ~. l'e80U1116 opWL-tiun li"-B nOll 
goiug ou. 'l'lw neeront r .. uroutl at .. t1on to Port lgnaud« iu lllrltl.l>l'el1. 
'l:b1s ant1re t\1'01:'< 1a u milit.ul'Y zone. 

a. 'l'ha ~. ». llulbul 1s unohorodfllllll.!llwhere in the vicinity of lgnuadu 
und it is not lrootm whether it !u.:e loft or is prersuring to aepnrt for 
Istanbul. 

<ilmt h"s been caked of us without. dol~ay 1111 

{u) Pemi!l.!lion through the (.)oo.mUll1oati01UI 01'1'1!.'8 to telograplL to Cuytu1n 
Mu"apha of tba Uulbul iiiBtruoting hUl to keO}l the boat ,,t unollor~ 

('b) to gr>tnt apooittl parillisaion for sevr.~1•u1 poople to go to the sceae 
of reccue to aneill\. 1-he Jawisll ,.gone/ would like to 31lilld lir. i1elwel 
Pomeranieo, u P&last1n1an; 

(e) l'el'lllioeion to eend i"ood, .lllOil1otnea ••nd other emorgonoy nsoe.ssttius to 
the eoeno for the rescued. l'l:irhnps tho Ilod C~soent could be asked to 
usoist in this, l>tld I.'.:wtll eae th~t a apeois.J. t'Wld 1a given to the Hod Crescent. 

{d) .. ..rraDgfllll.Gilts t.o ~Jring the paastulgera DD. tim .Bulbul. by tt'i.l1n to 
lstunbul so thtl.t tllay do not risk the "I>li&i'en'lia'Y ~1'SUB wutors in that ure<io 

(e) Jo!r. J:>:atl!lk1 and the ~noy rept't.lsentuttvaa b.uve been 1n toUGh witib the 
•-.ntalya •<SOliOT, wb.ioh to proJ!'ll"Gd to ll04 Llaurea to Ignenta to remove tne 
&eople fron Isneat.u to Y.il'kl.lireU.a P1.'eld.ua1on is 1'8QU1red tor th1So 

I o.Jl oolli'ident thut tho 'i.'unia.Jl FOl'eis,u Ottiae -w1ll ltSfliat 1n this Ute 
and death situation. 

P.A. I tll& JIQil 1nfoftllll4 b;y f.llletbr c~U tl'ollt K'u.t.zki at 10:15 ».14 t~t tlit 
last. neVIS dl-1bblill6 111 1a to tate orteot 'th .. -t thee• p~;:asongera raacud fi'CIII. 
the lll.ietua ue btlillB t1'ial1Storred to tho Bulbul.. 



•1\lgUSt 'I, 19 44 

l>~emorundum f'or lilr, l'uoker: 

1. l'he nwnsa or the two individU<>la who wish to travel from 
Istunbul to the W)'riun. border Ylith the refugees who ht1VE1 ~o.rrived on 
the ~. ~. Marinu und those who expect to ttrrive on the Mus~u und 
the Bulbul are Duvid ~imbnd, " Palestinian, und ~un Diego Buchholz, 
an •>rgentinifillo .lor. Kutzk1 informs me toot they will require 
authorization from •..nkara. 

1'/: 
)!i(' .·· 

,, .. · 

2. No t1uthor1zut1on bus yet been o.rrunged 1n Istanbul, Kutzki informs 
me, for the plt1o1ng of food on the boats. 



"IJ 

;...ec.ol'..•tlll lllll for bir, Pt.ckor: 

"'rtlllitzki teleplloned .till> lbsc night ~t ubout 9:30 1:',!.1. __ nd informed 
JW of tllo following: 

1. Hw TurKish Police notit'iod tbe J<~vtish .. goncy th~t tl!e ,,, ;:;, k...ekul't> 
hud blil<>n torpedoed neur l'ort lgno'-<lla und th<-t u l"e80uine; operath·n l'i"-B now 
going on. 'J.'ho neurest ruilroud stc.tion to Port Igneeda is Kirklo.reli. 
1his entire tirou is " militury zone. 

2. 'J.'t.o ,,, ;;.,, Bulbul is <•nol\oredsllllllllowhere in the vicinity of l.gn®du 
und it is not kno~m whother it l~<-s left or is preparing to depart t'or 

lLJtunbul. 

-'h" t hc•S been asked of us without delay 1 a: 

(u) l'ermisaion tllrOII{~ the t..:o!111llunicutions Office to telegraph to Capt,.in 
M~11phtt of the Bulbul instructing him to keep the boat ,,t anchor; 

(b) ".l.'o grant spocio.l perllli<Jaion for aeverul people to go to the scene 
of reocue to ussiet. :l.he Jewish .,gono.t would like to send IU'. •ielwel 
Pomeraniec, u Palestinian; 

(c) Permission to send food, medicines :,.nd other emer(lenoy necessities to 
the sceno for the reooued. Perhaps tbo Hed Crescent could be aokod to 
ussist in this, und I .will ace tW.t a special fund is g1van to the Hod Crescent. 

(d) arrttngwrumt~> to pring the passengers on the Bulbul by train to 
lsttinbul so that they do not risk the '-'PJJiiFen.tltydangeraus wuters in that ureu, 

(e) Mr. Ji:atzld and the Qsenoy representatives have been 1n touoh with the 
• .ntall'!t • .gency, which ia prepared to seDd Luures to Ignontn to remove tne 
people from Ignent11 to Y~rklareli. Pr5miosion is rs~u1red for this. 

I wn .confident thut tho 'l.'urk18h li'oreiSJI. Ottice will a.seiat iii this life 

aud death situation. 

p.f.. I wa uw infozmed bJ e.nother eall b-am K61tzk1 at lOJlfi A.lllo that thll 
last Dil¥111 drlbbliDS la is to tll.e etfeot thu\ those passeaaere resoued froa 
the Mois~ an being traDSterred to t.ho Bulbul. 

"' - r 
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Minutes of Conversation with 
Mr.LUtfi Ki.rdar, Vsl.i of Istanbul. 

August 7. 1944 

In the conversation were presenta 
Mr. Oh. Darla& - Jewish .Agency 
Mr. H. Soriano • Jewish Community,Istanbul 
Mr. M.S1pahiotlu - Antalya Ambari,Istanbul 

We 1D.tomed the Vall of the disaster of the M/S 11MEFKURE" 
which sUDk at Iniada. 

-.// 

The Vali 1mew ohly about the M/S "B1JLBUL11 which arrived "" 
to hdada and was astonished to hear the news. 

We aSked the Vali for assistance in the following three 
t,lUEIStiODBI 

1) pexmissioa for two delegates of the Grand Rabbinat 
to go to Iniada to render moral help to the 
survivors. 

2) permission to transirt the passengers of the 
BULBUL, about 500, t:raia to Is~ul, . taking 
into oonsideration t e danger of tor,pedoing the 
boat on the wtq to lstarlbul, 

') peJ'.IIiesion to send t'oorl to the pasaeage:rs of the 
BtmB11.L1 while they are in Iniacta. 

I explailled that the Antal¥& is ohused bl' the Jewieh 
AgenOJ' to deal with transportatloa 8Jl4 npply of food 
to refugees in traneit. 

The Va11 said that it is ve'q 41ft1,011lt for oivillans to 
so to taiada which ie ¢ons1dered mUita:q zone, but 
p:romised to do his -••t 1a the liit.ee of o~ a.e~ct. 
A ntellllOran• shOuld be sUbmitted tmmediatel.J' ,pota.ti.n!J 
OUI' 4el!l81l4a :l:a Wl'ltlJas. 

Ja the llleanU.lllt the Vaali (l(tJJ.ed, bf tltlephone, . the 
ld.aiatet o~ nt.ttdoi' 1a .-.. aa4 upxoeaeed nu hope 
to• a :favourable aettl.emeD.t ot the matter~ 



Ancmst 7, 1944. 
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-~b. o fol] ovd TI[ SlUCll•o8riz<-l,S Gh<l VoyB[q Of thn r .. orina, 

.. e · Y''' nr'vi.s ': n-.~t nll thre0 b0nts, th0 !:;_orine, the, i.liJ:ioHJ. :cmrl 

·insirl~ 1:}! JlAc~~- of the i.:ospllorus, aboJ.J.t 

nn\·r ~·~'nlJ L · th-:. -'i\ lh11! 1 n :-~(1 th;~ .!...£: f'ldJ·cq. 'l1bn l•-orina procRecler] fr·om ,·. . . ~ '~,·~";~ c1 (.u..o oy 
~31J_:;·1~Uul0:!:~,~f\..t,, ~, _ _..pl~1tl-l 8f1(J !""!!.':;iv8rl pl-. t.hr-3 lt:t·!,,:n· ~J[C8 :::bout 6:30 :)

1
}r,, 

pnss"0oroi·.s. 'l'I>J.2 Hrnse ont of t]~ 8 fBct t.!1Rt, j_n the r-nsh or· c:s:0a:(ltur-e! 

by th"' 0 ritisC, i'assport Control O.ffic.e in Istanbul and visRed by 

tl1em for P::d.0stine, 'furkish transit visas have not y0t been received 

(2:45 p.m.), the police authorities beli1e; buroened with the prepare-

tion of documents for.Gerl'lan repatriates from Istanbul. 

~~Phe l-)oli_ce Ht firs~ propos·~d that th8 Morina 11asSenger~ plus 

off top;8ther from Istanbul today, i':,onc~ay. 'i.'Lis_ now 

night, be sent 
.....v..":};v-,~{1..-l.(__ 

is i-aiJr aeti•Ha.l,: 

efforts· are being made by the organizations hArr:~ to send ·the lviorina 

passengers.'of'f from Istanbul tomorrow, August 8. One of- the diff'-

iou.lties in t.hls connection is the_. great ·clei11and fo)' ridlroad, a:ccomo

dations by 'i.'urkish people themselyes, who war1t to leave L<tanbul f'or 

other par;ts of ·rurkey •. v,het}ler_.or ri.ot, ii1 view: of t{,:-e con:gestio.P at 

the police plus the. demand 

and 

I 

I 
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_ L~ te'mp-ete en· Mer Noire- ~ 
La tem~te: qtii sevit depuis q~Wl-,:Bahri » a fait eau au large de Ia 

ques j<iurs:en IV!:e! ~oire ne s'est s~a~io~ d.e"sllluvet~ge a K~lios et a.ete • 
pas non·plus•apaisee hier. Elle a em- :oblige d.y ancrer. On n a heureuse
peche• les motor-boats de sorth· nors . ment a '<leplorer aucune perte humai~ I 
du: ·detroit et a· oBlige ceux qui se ne! au cours de ces deux· accidents .r

·trouvaient ·en·cours 'de nlllvigation· de maritim~s.. I 
e refugier dans les ports. ll nous revi~nt par ailleur~ · qu' on 1\ 

D'autre part, le m9tor-boat «AI· n'a pas' encore de nouvefles des' mo-
ab Kerim» 25 tonnes· appartenant a tor-boats «Bulbuh> et «Mejkure» 'c!ui 

.Ibrahim. Reis a donne-a Kilios con· avai~nt appareille de Col!stantza a~ 
tre des Jecifs et a ete mis en pieces. lllenant des, refugies juifs en notr r 
qe maine le motor.,boat « Ch~fi jlort. ~~~ ~1/'11{ / 

------··- --·--··- ·c. 

~i1/'r'·l 
?Jtrsm 
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New York Post 

AUG 7 1944 

12~efugee-. Jews~_ 
1Drown as· Ship .Sinks 

London ,Aug. 7 (Reuter)-The Turkish steamer Merkure, which 
was on- its way from Constanta, Romania, to Turkey with 250 
Jewish refugees, sank in the Black Sea today, said an Ankara report 
to DNB. 

·All bUt four of the passengers were drowned, said the report. 
This is the third disaster to ships carrying Jewish refugees from 
Nazi ~urope during this war. More than 750 were W1~!-when 
the ~ank in the Black Sea in 1942. Nearly · their 
lives on_ the Pa~ria off Halla, Jn Palestine, in t~.~-~a_me year. 

~ -. 



DEPARTMENT 
---OF 

STATE 

EOC -·:->07 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

Anko.r!l 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

1944 
This tllsgrum must bE 
par~;~cus~d beforE being 
cor::.:"'":ica:.c:d to anyonE 
oth~r than a GovErnmEnt 
A[lEiJCy. (~ 

REcld 3:59a.m. 8th-

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

MOST H.li.iEDIATE 

1445, August 7, 7 p.m. 
)( 

FOTI PEHL::C, WRB. FROLi HI~SCE!tc.lm. 

Ankara No. 122. 

~ 
:t:> 
c:: 
<D 

ThE Turkish ForEign OfficE has informEd Embassy 

that both thE BULBUL and thE i:!EFKURI, wErE attackEd by 

an unknown submarinE 5 milEs from thE Turkish shorE; 

that thE lattEr VEssEl which was also subjEctEd to 

gunfirE, was sunk by a torpEdo and that only 5 of thE 

295 passengErs wErE saved; of thE Turkish crEw of 8, 

6 wErE saved. ThE BUL _L was not damaged and nonE of 

its 405 passEngErs injured. ThE Embassy has rEquestEd 

thE Turkish ForEign OfficE to obtai~ permission for 

thE landing of thE passEngErs of thE BULBUL and thEir 

transportation by automobilE and train to Istanbul. 

ThE ForEign OfficE has informEd thE Embassy that all 

possiblE aid in thE EmErgEncy will bE furnishEd through 

thE Turkish REd CrEscEnt, thE ExpEnsEs for which I haVE 

promisEd 



/
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-2-#1445,August 7, 7 p.m. from Anll:ara. 

prow'nEd will bE paid by us. 

r~th rEfErEncE to an inquiry modE by thE Turkish 

For~ign OfficE rEgarding thE carrying out of our plans 

with rEgard to thE: 2 Bulgar:Um. boats VITA ""and PIRII~t. I 

havE statEd that wE dEsirE to procEEd without dElay in 

carrying out thE rEscuE program for rEfugEEs from Bul-

garia. Your viEws on this point would bE apprEciatEd 

As soon as furthEr information is a-,,ilablE you will 

bE informEd, 

KELLEY 

WMB 

JJM 



New York ~-Telegram 
AUG 7 1944 

i Reporf 250· .. L9rl: 
\~.f:ygee Ship 

BJJ the -AuOOi~·tfd Pre.l. . 
ANKARA'; Aug. ~:-The Turkish 

ship Mefl>Ure, c$TtYII1~· 250. Jew
Ish refugees:·to Tilrkey1rom Con-
stanta, ' Ia, . 'sank· In the . 
Black esterda;y ~ of; 
,all f.;the passengers, said 1 
.reports re . ~ng here; .Ther~ were . 
. no details. : · 



0~t Wnr;~ingt.on tll.ast 
AUG 7 1944 

246 Jewish Jl~s 
LoMwntt Turldsh Ship. 

Allkara, Au~. 6 (IP).-Tne·Turk!sh 
ship Mefk(lre, carrying 250 Jewish 
refugees to Turkey from. Constanta, 
Romania, sank In the, Bl~ 
early today with the loss ~f a)l but 
~~~ paa~etigers. ~~tr~ _were 



· ~be ~tltning jlar 
-·· AUS 7 1944 
Jewish Refugee Ship Sinks 

ANKARA, Aug; 7 (11').-The ~rk
isisl}ip Mefkure, carrying 250 e.w
is ref1,1gees to Tur~y from on .. 
st ta, Romania, sank in the. lack 
s yesterday with the loss t all 
b four_of the. passengers, accord~ 
lng to reports reaching here. There 
were no detsilB. 

1 



·.Q[imtn;~11hmlb 
,..~,.,~uo•. •- ~-

AUG 7 1944 

~EFUGEES---_ 
LOST WITH SHIP 

LO!'<DON, Aug. 7 <Reuters>. 
The Turkish steamer Merkure, 
which was on its- way from Con
stanza to Turkey with 250 .{ew
tsh, refugees. on board, sartk in 
the Black Sea early today, said 
an Ankara report to the German 

'n.N.B. news agency. All the pas
sengers with the exception of four 
were drowned. 

[This is the third disaster to 
ships cE:c.rrying Jewish refugee.E 
from Nazi Europe during t hIE 
war. More than 750 were drownec 

when*the strlma sank In lh' 
Black Sea in · 1942. Nearly 20( 
lost t lr llves on board the P tria 
o!t !!a Harbor in the m< 
vear) 
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Date~ Aug~st ?, 1944 

Rec 1 d 11:33 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

CONTROl nopy washington. 

2427, Seventh, l p.m. 
X 

TO LEAVITTvFROi'l SCliWARTZvWRB 142, JDC ~ ,_. 
/ 7 

,, Wish adviLse SS i-iARINAV'arrived Istanbul August 5 

with 315 passengers mostly children. SS BULBUL and 

MAFRUK expected ar.::rive on 7th. Total passengers all 

3 boats about 1050,, all of whom will lea•Je Istanbul 

August 7 by special train for Palestine~ / 
// 

JJH 
wMa 

NOR WEB 



!lUG 10 19U 

Dear llr. Leavitta 

The follawing mesaage for you from Dootor Sahwarts 
(JDO No, 48) has been reaeived through the Amerioan Bllbaalty' 
in Lisbon& 

"Wiah advise SB lfARINA arrived latabbul August S with 
315 paaaengera mostly ahildren. SIS BULBUL and lfAPRUit a:rpaoted 
arrive on 7th. Total paaaengera all 3 boats about lOSO, all 
of Whom will leave Istanbul August 7 by speoial train for 
Palestine." 

Very trulyyoura, 

flU~ed} f/, w • .Pehb 

J. w. Pehla 
&ucutive Direotor 

.Jir. 11. A, Leavitt, SeOl'etary, 
American ~'J-.Lah Joint Diatribution Committee, 
:110 Jfacliaon Avenue, 
lin York, lew York. 
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1437, SEVE nth • 
'( 

REfErEncE Embassy 1434, August 6. 

FOR PEHIE WRB FROM HIRSCHMANN 

Ankara numbEr 118. 
y 

ThE JEwish agEncy Istanbul was informEd last 

EVEning by thE Turkish policE that onE of thE thrEE 

boats carrying rEfugEEs from Constanza to Istanbul, 

thE r.IAFKURA, which had on board approximatEly 300 

passEngErs, had bEEn torpEdOEd by an unknown submarinE 

nEar thE port of IgnEada on thE Black SEa about 45 

milEs from thE EntrancE to thE Boshporus. ThE BULBD~ 

I i r 

is standing by at IgnEaoq and assisting in thE rEscuE W0rk. 

ThE Turkish ForEign OfficE has bEEn rEquEstEd to 

EXpEditE arrangEmEnts for thE rEscuE, safEty and comfort 

of thE passEngErs. Additional information will bE 

forwardEd 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

. By R. H. Parks Date.sElW- ~ 1972. 

) 
.) 
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-2- #143'7 1 August '7 1 from Ankara • 

forwardEd as soon as available:.-

As rEportEd in tElEgram undEr :pEfErEncE thE MARINA 5 

sa.:E;E Istanbul with approximatEly 340 passEngErs including 

190 childrEn from Transnistria and its paBsEngErs arE 

schEdulEd to-procEEd by rail from Istanbul to S1,ria on 

TuEsday August s. 

KELlEY 

-WSB 



I 

• ~!~ JUJf! arrive! ~e 
e 

~~a I~ 
Hier matin le motor-boat,~ 

<Marina> jaugeant 49 tonnes 1, 

et rattache au port d'lstanbui 1~, a amene 315 Juifs de Cos- ; 
tanza en notre ville. Deux i. 

8 autres motor-boats le cBillbill•j• 
et le •Mefk6re> effectuent · 
aussi le transfer! des Juifs de ~ 
Constanza. ~ 

Le • Billbiil• qui en trait dans ~ 
a le_ Bosphore en ayant a bord 1 
. 400Juifs a ete surpris par latem-~' 
·e pete et a demande du secours. 
i- Tandis qu'un bateau de sau· 
.t vetage s'appretait a aller a ~· I 
It rencontre Ia tem_pete s'est cal· 

mee et le navire n'est pas par- t 
:s ti. Le 1 c Mefkilre > arrive lui ~ 

aussi en notre ville avec des' 
, refugie' juifa.k,. ~i...J., 1 
T - ---r~w· t ~co-al~an es nJ 

I 
i/(,/-<
f.11f.i. // . 



Mu\QR,JNDUM: 

In a telephone conversation held ut 11:45 between Mr, hirsobnllinn in 

Jilllwru und Mr • .Katzki in Istanbul, Mr. Kutzki stated th&t there was slllllehMllg 

out in the disttiiiOa which could be seen with u glass und which might possibly 

be one of the refugee boats now delayed by the storm raging over the Bosphorus. 

Up to now it ha~ not been possible to got a boat out to investigute, but 

efforts were being l!lilde to engage a tug for this purpose. 

Mr. Kutzi further stated th&t all three of the boats started out together; 

that the one arrival had the fastest speed, the Bulbul the second, and the 

Muskura was the slowest. 

The storm is still so violent that it is believed that even if the boats 

are undamaged they will not be able to come in now. 

~.; 

,, 

J 
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Dated J.ugust 6, 19~4. 

Roc 1 d 6:18p.m. 
..._.It, 

{ 

F'OR PERLE ,'RB FROM HESCEl.ANN • 

.i\nkara No. 117. 
1 

J 

It now appears that info rna tion furnished to me by 

the Jewish Agency from IstP.nbul with regard to tho 

arrival of tho throe vessels in Istanbul was inaccurate • 
.,-· 

Only one vessel, tho MI,RINA, with 340 refugees has 

actually a rri vod in the Port of Istanbul. J, second 

vessel is reported to.bo outside tho entrance to tho 

Bosporus. 

KELLEY 

WTD 



. ., ·: --

;,.ugust 5, 1944 

- emoraadlliill for ; .. r. nirscrur:a.nn 

,,r, Katzki telephoned at lo:55 i' .• l,i. He furnished 

the following information: 

l'he ;.;arina has joined the Bulbul. Both boats are 

lying at Buyukdere which is the point at the juncture of 

the :Eosphorus and the Black Sea at which inco111ing boats 

are stopped. 

"/J/til 
1/i't;/. 

At this writing it is not known how many people are 

aboard the Bulbul or the . arina. 'l'he exact hour of the 

arrival of the Bulbul nor of the l!.arina is not yet known. 

The Bulbul arrived during the night. 

Some of the representatives are going out shortly 

to board the ships. 'rhey will return as quickly as possible 

with exact information. 

~.ir. Katzli:i does not believe any additional infornlE.tion 

will be available as early as ll.oo o'clock. 



"'l. 

./(' /!! 

August. 5, 1944 

Mr. Katzki telephoned from Istanbul this morning 

at approximately kK ~fifteen to state that the boat 

Bulbul has arrived in Istanbul, and that it is being 

closly followed by the boate Marina and 1l&.eku.ra. The 

three!hips are carrying l,ooo to lloo refugees. 

Mr. Katzki asked that Mr. Packer be advised 

of the above facta and requested to arrange for a telegra 
or 
%a telephone message to be sent immediately relative to 

a food license and also medicaments for the refUgees. 

He asked thr.t Yr. Kelley be contacted in order 

that he m ght get in touch with the Foreign Office and 

arrange for t ranal t visas. He turther requested that if' 

possible an agreement in principle be obtained f'rom the 

Foretgn Office permitting a member ot one of the J ewlsh 

Agen~iee to aocompar17 the train as tar as the Syrian 

bordeP• ur. Katskl etated that if necessary the 

name of' the peraoa designated to accompany the ra~ ... 
·;-

wouht be furnished. 

~.TRUE COpy 
01' TU.R SlG~ED 
V::·GL'I.J.JJ 

He asked that 1111'. ltirachmann telephone hlin. 



/!'. /.-.'·-., 

Part1o1pantel Mr. Kemal Aziz PGJDUUl• Dl;oe.otor General 
ot the Depar~ent ot Oon8ular Affairs, 
Ministry of l'orelsn Atta1rs, and ·· 

Mr. Paoker, First Seoretary of Embassy. 

Plaoe z Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Date I AUSI1Bt 6, 194-i. 

I called on Mr. Kemal Azlz Pay.man at the J'orei~ 
Ottioe this morning and left with b1m the original ot 
the attached mem<n:andum, adding that stnoe it had been 
written 1ntor.mat1on had been raoeived from Istanbul 
that the 8B B~ had now arrived at Istanbul and 
that the other two vessels named were due very soon. 
I said that 1n addition to the food whioh the retuseea 
needed I also understood they needed med1o1Aes. 

Mr. Payman said that the 41tt1oUlty oonoernlns 
the tood was a p11rely fotmal one arising out ot the 
tao~ that the refugees had not been ottio~ally ad• 
mt.tted to 'l'urkey and oould not be until the '1'11rk1ah· 
transit visas were issued to them. He ea14 that aa 
aoqn as t~•s• were lesued they oould buy tood without 
dJ,ttioul tf 1n ~~key. He said the same thins applies 
1n reapeot t>t me4101nee. 

I asl(ed aboJlt the transl t visas tor tbese people. 
He said tJ).at he had alree.41 slven 1n•truot1ons that the 
TUrkish trant1t v1aas be 1a~Qt~ tmme~1ately-to tbe 
:retusees ~n boa:r4 the SS BtJLB1JL, as well •• on the 
other two vessels whloh were dU~h Be telellhoned while 
I wee w1t);l. . .:htm. to Mr .. _ fla .. b. y _of_t_ h:e ~it.1sh ~basay _an_ 4 
utorme4 blm that the Sl JOIJmL -.4 arrived and asked 
that the Pal.estUtan 'visas be 1s11Ued-~t)\out delay. 

I th,en a!lked Mr. ~-Whtther-bt.>icnew. anythlns 
abou.t a %'&quest tJ;om the <rewleb Ag~oy' tQ pei'JIIit a · 
repres~'tat1ve of th_e aseno1 to traV:e1 on the retusee 
train trW,!). I$t&Abul to t~e Syrian trollt1er, B:ct •at~ 
that httlm~ il9th1Ds about 1t a.Q4 that h1LUd not<know 
why there sho\Ud be any diti'loul_ty 1.n _.r~~ tor·· 
_su!)h a person to tra'i'el on the traln• - I. •a~ll that I 
understood some o1't'J.o1al iD Isttm.blll )lact ta~en the 'dew 
th~t perm!ss1oh wollld have t~. J~e: s~te~trt>1D .Ankfu'• . 
be_ t_._o_~ __ • *". -..._ ...•. -'.' . .l_•_ .. h A·. se_· ~_n_or r_ •_P __ :ree __ en_ ·_tat ___ 1v_• _w __ o ..... ·~.•_a._._b· e perznltt_ e4 on boar,4. tli.e 1lJ:ti.Jior Mf,. .Pa~ e:~~l"::J)f ;~p~•• .the 

fJf:ftj:i~Jl~:~1:!"ialP!:::~~!\tN(~t;t::,o~~t· 
a l'tC!U.e$•ii- " !to' &(u!gested the.t :Per~je ''t.h.e')iii.fter <Jo\114 

0 

.. ' . . . . . ·. l~icij~~4(ed . 
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be han41e4 through the British Ooneulate General at 
Istanbul. He added that it I ooUld turnieh htm with 
the name ot the representative who was to go.on the 
traib he would be glad.to arrange tor permission to 
be &ranted. I told htm that I would phone ~. Maby 
oonoerning this matterf I have sinoe done sol also 
that it 1 auooeeded in obtaining the name ot the 
proposed Jewish Aeenoy representative through our 
authorities in Istanbul, I WOUld let him know. 

I exp~ssed the Embassy's appr§Oi~tion ot the 
srantin~_ot permission for the SS l'lULBUt

1 
sa MARINA, 

and ss .wmam to bring refugees from RWllania. In 
reply to my question as to the situation with respect 
to the two vessels in l'lurgas, he said that he was 
awaiting information from Mr. Kelley before sending 
the neoessary telegraphic authority to the Turkish 
represeAtat1ve in Bulgaria.· I said that I would speak 
to Mr. Kelley about this. {I have sinoe done ao> 

Later this morning Mr. Parman telephoned me to 
say that he had been in touoh with the Dlreotor General 
of Customs Who had immediately issued inatruotiona to 
Istanbul to pe~it food to be made available to the 
refugees. He said that as oonoer.ns future oases of 
this kind he would bo glad to handle them 1n the same 
manner 1t the Embassy would keep him infor.med as to the arrival of boats. 

When I told him that the Embassy had 1ntormation 
that the SS MARINA had also arrived at IstanbUl t.;)day, 
he said that it was true and that the third bo~, the 
SS MEVlttJR, had also arr1ve4. 



ELP/ra 

""J. -. 

On attend l 1arr1v6e 4 Istanbul dan. un trta proohe 

avenir des trois biteaux, sa .14EVKURA, ss Bih.Bftt., at ss 

MARINA, aveo un total d'env1ron 1,050 r6tug16a a 

bord, qui auront beso1n de nourriture pendaat le tempe 

qu'ils se trouvent en Turquie (A peu prta 4·6 joura). 

on dit que le D1reoteur G6n6ral de la Dou.ane A 

Istanbul n'est pas 4 mime 4'autor1aer la l1vra1aon 

des vivres aux r6fUg16a, aoit en Istanbul, so1t en 

route par ohemin de fer d'Iatanbul Jusqu'4 la front16re 

turoo-syrienne, sana autor1aat1on sp6o1ale du Min1sttre 

dea Douanes et Ji)nopolea i Aakara. 

on a sugg6r6 que l'autor1sat1on 4evra1t oouvrir 

pour ohaqu.e r6tus16 par Jour et PU' periJoune lea Ut.iolH 

oi-4esaoua 1n41qu68, ou .leur tjulTalentl 

a oeute 
8 oonoombrea . 

50 &r&llllll" de tromase 
100 &r8lllllltls 4 •ou.,.. 

1 ott:roa 
100 eremaea de aal-.1 
500 SI'Cliii!Ha 4e paia 
aoo ~ea de ratalu 

1 botte de thon en oopene 
l puttqQt 

180 PM,_ de t~t .. 
Du. lal\ Pour tous lea entants ae trouvant 4 bor4, 
l ral•on 4*un litre par jour. 

Ambataate 4' ... r4q~•• 
Ankua. le ·• uu• lh~. 
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Secretary of 

1429, Lugust 
-\ 

FOR PEHLE WRB FROM HIHSCHW.N NO. 116, 
.... 

Three Turkish vessels the BULBUL,.- the MLRINI,....-

and the Mf,FKURJ,"'arrived today Istanbul from Consta~za 
carrying approxima tel:· 1100 Jewish refugees, This is 

the largest number of refugees which has ever arrived 

at one time from the Balkans~ L..s soon as Mr. KelJeyv 

learned of the arrival of the vessels he informed 

the Turkish Foreign Office which made arrangements 

at once for the issue of transit visas and for 

special trains to transport the refugees to Syria. 

Arrangements are also being made for food and 

medical attention for the refugees on their arrival, 

As the Board has been informed these vessels 

chartered by the Jewish Agency have been subject ~o 

numerous difficulties as a result of which their 

departure from Rumania was considerably delayed, 

It was only 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept:'Letter,l-11-7ll 

.-· By R H. Plirks Date >SEP 1819t2 · 
--,----_·_-:---~-----'.---~ ' .. __ 



-:a. 1429, J.ugus t 5, 1 p.m. · fvom l.nkara 

/' . :v· 

It was only due_ to the prior arrangements m.ade py 

Ambassador Steinhardt with the Turki,sh Foreign 

Office, the insistent pressure exercised on the 

Rumanians by the boardr R rapre'senta.tive ancl tho re• 

peated representations made by Mr. Kelley at tho 

Foreign Office that this deadlock· was finally broken. 
; 

and tho vessel permitted to sail .r:rom Constanza dut'i!tg · 

a time of important polH.ical. events~ 
. . . 

Data regard+ng tho refug~~s, f,_}:J.e~±> sex, @.ges 1 . 

. ' 
organizational a.ffilih ti.ons and _otber pep?tirient in"' 

formation will f'ollow·. 
·.·,_· 

·.-·. =::---· 

EB:WSB 
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Aug1 2 1 1944 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

heferring to tho expected arl'ivs.l of the boat Bfilblil, 

carrying approxilnntely 500 passengers, and to make preparation 

for the feeding of t!~se pooplo while in Intanbul and an route 

b:i r!'•.lroad, Mr. t.lrod snok'' wit'~ the Ghief I~ireotor of Customs, 

IstPnbul, about the dellv0r:; of food. 'J:he Chief ~!rector of 

Customs stat0d that he will not autl-Joriza the delivery of food 

to th<J refugens either in I~tnnbul or on the trains without 

specific !.'.uthorization from i.rU:ara. Consequently, we ar·; aaked 

to o.rranre for such licenses. 

'J:ha license should be broac' enough to cover the period from 

the arrival of the boat in Istanbul harbor until such time as 

the refue:oes arriV3 at t e Turkish-.,yrian frontier. 'J.'he period 

of time in which the r"'fugeos will be in Istanbul is problematic, 

dapenr'ing u0on t'·e waiting period until railroad accomodations 

for the onward trip can be secured. l•'1•om Istanbul to the 'Im•kish

Syrian front!0r via Konya, which is the usual rout0 1 ia three and 

om-half days. •t is 3Uggasted, tharHfore, that the license be 

aecuror1 on a per oapi tn ancl per day basis, outhorizing the 

delivo1;1 of food for the necessary number of days which, as 

mentioned 'bove, must be indefinite. 

On a per capita and per clay basts, the licen~ta should cover 

for each passenger: 

2 eggs 
2 cucumbers 

50 grams of cheese 
100 grams of olives 

1 lemon 



100 grams of salami 
300 grams of bread 
200 grams of grapes 

1 tin of thon fish 
l karpuz (watermelon) 

150 p·ams of tomatoes 
milk for whatevsr 0' il~ren aro on board 
at the rate of 1 liter per day. 

Tb<'l license must be sacu1•ec fJ•orn the Mini!ltry of Customs 

and hlonopolies, un-; nrugt be address(Jd to the Gen,crnl lJiroctor 

of Customs, Meti l:ley, Iatanbul. In order to save time, the 

permission sLoulCi be l' i ven by telephone or talegranh. 
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Dear Jlr. Leadt.ta 

fhe foUmring message for you from Dr. Schwarts lwl been 

received through the American CQDsulate at Istonbul, Turkey, under 

date of July 2otha 

QUOTE 'lbe tollcnrlng is a statement of our accounts 
1n omnaoU.OP w1 til the reacue program up to the 
present date. 

QUOD . !be stemahip UARITZA and the s~ahip l4ILOA1 
each having made two voyaaes, brought l,f/14 passengers 
at. a cost of $453,220. Four Turkilsh boats and cne 
OHek boat, on which it is eat11lla.ted approxlaately 
)j?OO passengers wlll be carried, 11111 coat -4'752,720. 
Ot these tiTe \xlats the steamship KESBO has alre~ 
arrived with 7.SS passengers. The total cost or all of 
the above ships is $112051940. Against thiiJ uoUDt we 
have alreadJ underwritten tsoo.ooo and the J~ Agency 
has prOlllised to partic1p~te to the extent of 20-t with a 
possible increase 'tl~'2~ frOID funds collected by 
Palestine Yiabuv Egypt, sollth A.frica tor these purposes 

- but not from the regular !\Jnda of the Jewish Agency nor 
fr0111 azry funds collected 1n the United States of America. 
Thus the agency participation in the above boats will be 
at least $2411188 or posaibl¥ 830l,48S leaving an ed41-
ticmal amount to be appropriated us tor these purposes of 
either $1641752 or $1041 4.S.S. 

QU<Yl'K The total- cost ot 1m d tr~ ap~tton tram IetaDbul 
t.o Haifa and maintenance 1n Istanbul and en rQUts i'r'oa 
Dacamber 1943 tbrough June 1944 tat' 2,719 peraona 18 about 
$287 • 730 agairlst which we have Pll14 berG &10,000 pat b,y 
.Mirel.D!an plus ~lU,OOQ .fr0111 our own tlmda plus thll r-.queet 
w Wide \o have y011 trmam~t so,oOO-,-to t!le-Britieb P~ 
control oi'fice Ietm bul.. Th1s leaves balance to be pa14 em 
this acqount 9! $197, 7)0. I shall adnse you 'llithm t.u 
noxt !ew ~ ~s. to the manner o! remUting thie aum. file 
aboVt,t. ti&ur•.a c1q not. ino.luct. vm aport11U.on from. Ietanbul 
to ~a for 755 passengfl;rs who aft'i:Ytl(l an the atellulbip 
KBSB&Q. 'fllese tiguhs 1l1ll. be 1nolulltld in the July accounts. 
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QUarE In addition to above there is ~other project 
tor tnree opportunities a1d two Turkish vessels with a 
total oapaoity about 21000 pnasengere o~ating approxi
mately $507,300 of which we ue asked to provide 80% 
or possibly 7Jj, I shall send details of thi1 project 
laterJ meanWilUe wuld aek that you authorillll me to prooesd 
with plana maintenance and transportation to Haifa of the 
above 5

1
700 passengers will cost approzlmately tl~,ooo 

oxoluBiva of the ooet of re.fugaas uriving f'rQre Bulguia 
by train. Biraoblllann ill f\IUy adviaed of all of the above 
projects. UNQUOTE 

.l.lr. Ilona Leavitt 
American Jewieh Jo111t 

D1otr1butiOD COliiDittee, 
270 Madison Aftllua 
New York, New York 

FHodalams 7/25/ 44"f)Af 

Ina. 

Very truly yours, 

...., •.... ~ 
J. w. Pehle 

Exedutive Director 

·-~ 
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FROM: 

..z~~~ a ~.~ 
PARAl'H""sE or, ''i'o/!'!~;"'~:v.P- 'NTROL COPY 

Ame r·ican Coneulst-.e-0Gi!tn~Hlt, Jerusalem"' 

TO: Secretaf'Y of 'J.tA t.e,, !itlQ};illgt?n 
\u 1! ., . .c JIJf.

1 1 , 

DA":i:cD: july ill, 1944 

Nill-HL. : 101 
..\ 

There arrived in Palestine un the night of Julf 14, ?36 

refU!!@es mor.tly f1•om labor camps in TrBnfldniestrlaY They oon• 

si sted of 2t0 child.ren, :!Dl WOIDen, and 2?4 11t;n and tr"Vele d 

to Iscanbul from Humsnia on Bulgarian ste:mer ,K06Bi!.K( 281 
/ 

exchanged internees arr1 ved on J;;ly 10 from Bergen Bel sen oamp, 

Hanover Province, and it 1e stated by official of Je1·rleh 

ag~noy that more Jei•rs 1velre recei veq,than there •1ere Germans 

sent but substi tut3.ons aro made for many of tho Jel-lS on the 

exchange list. Nev!ly arrived internees soy that within the 

next four weeks ann,t{).er group of 300 is to leave Bergen Belsen. 

It is understood that there is a program for bringing 

some 9,000 from Rumania and t-hat they have arranged transpor-

tat1on for this number. 

PlfiKERTON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1_-11-72 

By R. 1L Parks Date__.S_EE_ 18 1972 
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Dated July 20, 1944 

Lpy··-+·"' A .. · .· "'-<.-" I 

oo~+t«ia co 
Rectd 8:31 p.m. 

Secretary of state,· 

Washington, JUL_:~~ _J, ~w1-~t~4 
428, July 20, 9 a.m. • \ 

TO,_, VLR REFUGEE BOJ.RD FOH I.:CSl::S LE:.VITT, JOINT.-" ~..-( 
DISTRIBUTION COU'IITTEE, FROI' JG3..::FH ;:;cmv •• RTZ; ~~-

1The following is ·a s ta te;.1cn t of our accounts / 

in connection with the rescue program up to the present 

date. 

The s tear.1ship' Mf,RITZi," ~nd the steamship MILCJ,~. 
r·-:-

each having made two voyages, brought 1,074 passengers 

at a cost of (~453,220. Fbur Turkish boats .... and one 

Greek boat, on which it is estimated approximately 

3,700 passengers will be carried, will cost $752,720, 
r 

Of these five boats the steamship ICESBC has already 

arrived with 755 passengers. The total cost of all of 

the above ships is ~~05,?!0• Against this amount 

we have already underwritten ·::;soo,ooo and the Jewish 

J~gency has promised to participate t,9 the extent of 

20% with 
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-2-#428, July 20, 9 a.m., from Istanbul 

20% with a possible increase to 25% from funds 

collected by Palestin(Yishuv Egypt, South ;,frica 

for these purposes but not from the regular funds of 

the JGwish J,ge>J.CY nor from any funds colloc ted in the 

United S-tates· Jf America .• Thus the agency partic:j.pation 

in the above boats will be at least )241,188 or possibly 

$301,485 leaving an additi'mal amount to l;Je appropriated 

us for these purposes of either ·;~164,752 or $104,451:1 .• 

The to t.al cost of land transportation from Istanbul 

to Haifa, and maintenance in IsM.nbul and en route from 

December 1943 through June 1944 for 2,719 persons 

is about ~~287 1730 against ~1hich Wfl have paid here 

$30,000 s~nt by Mire:Ltnaf{(pJ;us ~10;000 ;from o~ own funds ·· 

plus .. the request we 4~d'e to have yo~ .tf.fR:Srrt\t 50,000 . 

to the British Passport)()n~~61 -~-trice tfli£~tul_; This 
- ' .. ':- .-,~ .. _ .· 

leav.es balance to~b\3; pat~ d~. ~l~~~!l~cotnt6f~i97;7q0t 
I shall · ad'\i:i:~e 
,··. . .. : :''· y· .. ' •, ,· .... 

rilannen.of ;remitting thi 

I 
.I 
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-3-#428, July 20, 9 a.m., fr·om Istanbul 

for three opportunities and two Turkish vessels with 

a total capacity about 2,000 passengers costing 

approximately $507,300 of which we are asked .to 

provide 80% or possibly 75%. I shall send details 

of this project later; meanwhile would ask that you 

authorize me to proceed with plans maintenance and 

trt;~nsportation to Haifa of the above 5,700 passengers 

will cost appr;ximately $420,000 exclusive of the cost 
~~-----~----

of refugees arriving from Bulgaria by train. Hirschmann 

is fully advised of all of the above projects. (!, 
/_} 

B~RRY 

RR BB 



JUL 17 1944 

Dear .llr. Leavitt1 

The follOWing meaeage tor TOU b.'CIIII Mr. P1lpel. wae received 
through the American Bllbaeay at Lisbon under date of July 10, 
19441 

"JDO 28, \'IRB 99. 

latenbul. 1nfOJ'llla ue sixth boat lttaiW' IBSBBCI 
arrived Istanbul wLth 742 p&IHJl8ere, 1nolud1Dg 26) 
children, of whom 200 'l'r&DIDil~iall Ol'Ph8118, 206 WOlliiD 
and 273 men. Entire group aobetluled dtpart tor Palee
tine by train today. • 

Mr. Jrotea A. Ieantt, 
Seo~tar,y, 
Jmer!oail iewillh io1D.t 
~~ution Committee, 

270 .,....,Ill Aftlllle, 
... td 16, ., fork. 

.J. W. P•~ 
lb:eouti'N nt.~otol> 
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Dated July 14, 1944 
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9
=

5cnNTRfll COPY 
Secretary of State 

~)til_ 1 .. 
Washington '.' 

(.\•.Ji,: '· 

4~, July 14, 10 a,m. / 

TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR LEAVITT JOINT DISTRIBU

TION COMMITTEE NEW YORK CITY FROM JOS7PH SCHWARTZ. 

~Steamship KESBtb brought a totel of 761 passen-

gers. Sea transportation cost Swiss francs 380,500. 

The cost of land transportation for the entire group 

from Istanbul to Haifa plus cost of food furnished to 

them for the trip will cost approximately ~61,000. I ~'r;/ 
If ~ 

am asking :Oaly Mayer to pay sea transportation from the~:>Y, &f-
~ /}v 500,000 Swiss francs which we have asked you to send V," l~(l &' 

to him and I will send instructions for payment of the 1/11 
transportation and maintenance costs later date~ 

BERRY 

RR:BB 
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JUL 18 1944 

Dear Jlr. Lea'Vitt• 

The following oontidential meeeage for you t:roa Joseph 
Sotrnrte 'IJ&II received through the American Coneul.ate at 
Istanbul under date of July 141 19441 

88taauh1p DSBBO brought total of 761 paeeengere. 
Sea t.raneponation coat 380,,00 Swiae trance. Ooat of 
land t.raneportation for antbe group t:roa Ietanbul 
to Jra1ta together with ooet ot tood tomiehed to tbaa 
for trip w11l be approzS.utell' 161, 000. I aa aeld.ng 
SalT 11aJv to pa,y na t.ri&QIIJIOrtat:l.oa fi'oa the soo,ooo 
Swiee t:reoe whiob • allkecl1011 to •• to bJa and 
I will eend lnet.ruotione tor ~t of lldntenanoa 
and t.r&nlpOl"tation com latv date ... 

lfr. lb ... A. Leavitt, 
Seoratary, 
Allerloan Jnieb Joillt 

Dietl'ibutl.on Coam1 ttee, 
710 1Ji1.41MD A.,_, 
.... lork, ... ron. 

FH: d~;rw 44 

Very truly JQure, 
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ThSf\~uowing l¥RB «ll,bio 79-is i'or"1llrschllcnno 

~ 

Please ~etor to your 1219 of Ju11 6o 

Tho Doard 1e h1ghl7 pleaoed to learn ot the Jewish Agonor•e 

-,...... t:uc<less in obtaining five ebips" for ovaouat1one from Constanza. 
o'c'">ri "' ~ ~In 1 ev of the reooDUUendat1un ot Ambauador Steinhardt and your-
n .,.. 

~ 2., ~ se
1
J' and in T1ew of tlle fact that the operation of retugoe 

"' cT so :;; ~- ~_tii'YI o at1on eh1pe without sate conduct appeare to oo the onlr 
'" cT ~ s me ~~ for rescuing apprectable numbers ot refugees in the Balkan 

" (I)'"' • '"' "' ., ~ ~ \'_Plt ~lt Sea Area, the Wa1• Refugee Board agrees to the program in 
0. 00 • 
· "' ~uoat on and undertake8 to participate in tho moral reeponsi• 

9 
,: cT 
~~lit • It oeoma to ue that this 1ft a pret•rable alternaUve 

te &bandoning retugeee to their tate in enemr territorr. 

Although a Ruse1an{eateioonduot may not be absolutelJ nec

essary inasmuch as the eTacuat1on veasele are not enem7 ships, 

it is assumed that the Russian Government bas been adY1sed at 

least informally ot these evacuation operations through ite 

Ambassador at Ankara. It a formal sate oonauct 1e later 

d•emed desirable, it 1s .uggested that you contact Ambaeaador 

Harriman d1reot1J. 

WIUHMMYZIG 
'112/4. .. 

1£ 

nuLL 
(GDV) 

S/CR 

DECLASSIFIED 
, Stat<!_J!ept. -Letter, 1-11-72 

.By R H. P.;,ks Date..s!e.J 8 1~972 
- j 
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OADLE FROM WAR REFUG~1E llOARD '00 AMDA8SADOR BTEINHAJU>T JrOR RIRSOHMA.lm, 
ANKARA, 'rullKEY. 

Please refer to ;rour 121.8 of July 6. 

'lhe :Board is highly pleased to le81'11 of the Jew1ah Agency's 

suooeoe 1n obtaining flve ohlpe for evaouatlona from Oonetan~ In 

viet.r of the recommenllatlon of Ambassador Stolnhal'dt and ;youreelf erul 

ln vle1.r of the fact that th.a operation of refugee evacuation shlpa 

wlthwt safe conduct appears to be tho only means tor reaoulng 

appreciable nwnbore of refli.IJoes in the llalkon Black Sea Area, the War 

Retugee Board agreoe to tho program ln question and undertakes to 

partlct.pate 1n the moral reuponelb1l1t;y. It 188JIIS to us that this b 

a preterablo 9~tornatlve to abandoning refugeea to tholzo fate ln 

Although a Russian •ete-oonduot mar JIOt be abeolutel;y neo-

811817 lnaBJDt\ch as tho evaouati:on veasell! IU'e not eneJD3' Bhtps, U le 

aei'IUI84 tbat the lluallaa IJovoDIIeat hall been adVised at least ln:l.'ol'li&Uy 

of thDee evacuation oplll'atlons through lte Alllbaaeaier at Allkara. It a 

tol'lll8l safe eonduot t.a later 4HIId 4ealftble, lt h nggeakd thsll you 

contaat Ambaaaaao.- Hill'l'lmaa dlHOtJ.r. 

2:45 p.m. 
July 11., 1944 

Miss Ohauncey (for the Seo'y) Abrah!lmson, Cohn, 'DuBois, Friedman, IJIIIH~, 
IaughUn, lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files 
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Dated Jul:' 11~ 19·Z 

ConfirminG Embassy's 1216, July 9, 1 p.n. tho 

Turldsh ss ICZBmc arrived in Istanbul Sunday, July 9 1 

currying 759 rofugoos from Rumania. ;.mong tho refugees 

nero 265 children, 21" of whom cur.10 or•iginall:,• from 

Trunsnistria, 187 younr; asricultural students of uhom 

20 nero of tho :.gudah--Israol organization, and 65 ~·ofugoos 

of other nationalities, 1:10stly ·Hungarians and Palos~ Tho 

remainder wore Zionists =d non-Zionists; tho exact figures 

of each group o.ro not l:noun. 

Upon bein~; informed by mo of tho impending arrival of 

tho IC:,ZBEK, IIr~ Eolloy immediately roquostocl tho I.Iinistry 

of Foreign :.tfo.il'S to Jiulw at once tho nocosso.ry arro.ngo-

monts with tho i.Iinistl•y of Communi cations for tho transpor-

tation of tho rofugoos to Palestine. Hr. Eolloy nus 

assured 



. ., ·~ - . 

... 

-2- 1/1250, July 11~ 5 p~m. :from :111ukara 

assured that ull possible measures \'/Ould be to.lmn to 

facilitate tho departure of tho refugees at tho curliest 

possible moment~ 

In consequence, u special train was. r.mdc available 

by tho Turkish Stu to na:llvmys for t: ) entire contingent 

of 759 rofugcos and they departed from Istanbul on· tho 

evening of July 10 for Palestine via Syria~ Tho British 

passport control in Istanbul was most energetic and co

operative iii completing the issuo.nco of tho nocossar-; vi so.s 

for Palestine without delay. 

Tho successful completion of the voyage of the SS 

Ki>ZBEK i:md tho imuodiato dcpnrturc of the passengers for 

Palestine arc encouraging indications that. tho deadlock 

in respect to both transyo:rtation and governmental red 

tape, which. had caused.tP.e virtual ccs.sation of tho rescue 

of refl!gecs froE1 the Ballmris during Uay and· Juno. has been· 

broken. 
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GEM-304 

Dated July 10, 1944 

Rec'd 3:40 a.m., 11th 

Secretary of state, 

washington. --·::=<i,W.--\ 
.. ~\\~~\~' \ 

....... ..--:. ·.\\~t.~ . . 
2120 1 Tenth, 4 p ;-'~\\'t.~l\" ~n[!.ll. \ 

;I 1,. '\.. ,-:~ \ 

JDC 28 WRB ;9 FROf PIL~~~~g§;~~~~~~~~'J'_J;.jScrr,JARTZ 
ixlilwl'~,,~ ,..--Istanbul informs u s~ '(; steamer KESBECK 

....... 
arrived Istanbul with 742 passengers, including 263 

children, of whom 200 Transnistrian orphans, 206 women 

and 273 men. Entire group scheduled depart for Pales-

tine by train today. 

NORWEB 

JJM WFS 
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Secretary of State, 
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404, July 10, 10 p.m. 

.;:2. pW Re/ R£-~ 
'\,>·~ tJ DIVISION OF 

~\i COMMUNICATIONS 
AND RECORDS 

en•,,.~,, u1·u, Jl~ .· ~any 
Istanbul v ._ '-' I 
Dated July 10, 1944 

Rec'd 4:18 p.m. 

~- -~:~ARHI:~A'!lj 
i JUL l J 1944 ! 
! 1 UI\';·.=.:'.Jr,. c;: 

:--~~~:· .. -··------~--·· --·· ________ , 

K r-ilfl / 
FOR Wl.R REFUGEE BOLRD ~EJ.VITT JOINT 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE NEW YORK FROM JOSEPT SCHWJ:.RTZ-:

Steamship BC/1 ~xpected ioJarrive here next (':-) 

i 
days '.[rom Constanza with 739 passengers, 

It is important that you should transfer at_. 

least 500 swiss fr~nc{to Sal~yervlmmediately and 

prepare additional 1,500 1 000 Swiss francs as soon as 

possible in view of 'the fact that other ships are j; 
also expected to arrive very soon. -t· U 

(") Lpparent Omission 

MRM 
WTD 

BERRY 
/oy ,;~/o .-
~ >~ ltl~ 

v 11(\ 

---- -------~-~------- .. --' 
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JUL 17 1944 

Dear Jlr, Leavitta 

The following oontidentt.l meaaage for ;rou tra Jouph 
Soh'llar\s waa received through the Aurican Oonnlate at 
Istanbul under date of July 10, 19441 

11St.e8111Bhip BO is expected arrbe here next ( *) 
days with 7'J9 paasangere from Constanu. 

It ia illportant tbat ;you ahoul4 tranafer 
500 SWiss franca at least to Baly aysr iaane41ately 
and prepare additional 1,500,000 Swia11 tranoa as 
soon as poaaible in vin of tact that other ships 
are also expected to arrive very soon." 

lfr, ., ... A. LeaYitt, 
leonUr;r, 
.&un0111 Jft1eh loillt 

Dletl'ibution o.d.t\_ .. , 
fliO --- A.,_,., .. 
leW ton 16, ..., fork. 

T<'H: de 7 /l? /IJ, 

Very truly yours, 

~-


