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'DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE ;· 

Ankara numbEr 9o .. 

Ankara 

ThE Turkish SS KliZBEK which dEpartEd on July 6, 

from Constanz!l::_for ~_!an~ul with 739,rEfugEES in""~--

'eluding 251 childrEn arrivEd {ri Istanbtj.l Saturday 
f" }W I 

EVEning July B. I infor·mEd Mr. KE1Jpf1~n Ankara 

of thE impEnding arrival of thE :vEssEl [md he:' in 
l 

turn informEd thE Turkish ForEign OfficE. 

WhEn thE KAZBEK 'succEssfully concludEs hEr 

voyagE,- ydu~YiilFb-E immEdiatEly:-infor~Edc.-

KELLEY-

LidS· 

----·-. --. ·-; 
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DEPARTMENT 

-------~ OF c 

INCO~*K~~~~-~ . 
TELE·.·.GRAM _ -~ co· .. MMUNIC!'TIONS - .·-V STATE 

NCB-931 
This telegram must bo 
paraphrased before being 
comnunicatod to anyone -
oth0r than-a Governinont 
y;gon:ct•~ :::::()li!iliWB:JJi'l?l!lil L ::-' ---

S0cretary of_Stat e, 

\ AND RECORDS -·-· ~-

froEl Con stanza:, arrived at 'tJ:w ontrbnce of the Dosj_)horus 

this morning. The I.Iinistry of' For13j,5n Affail's h£\s alrcH;!cl,y,_ 

at my •request roq}.wsted tho. Minisr.ry of Colllr:lunications0 

___ anc_cd other-interested Tu;IHdsh Governmonto). J,Iqaienci()s 

to take all ne~ossary liMusures to expedite tho landinc 

and trrmsit of· tho rofuc;oos throu[;~- ~lirkey to Pales·tirio. 

vnm 
EDA 

KELLEY 

------~ 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I IN.CO~ING ~~~~-p 
TELEGRAM . COMMlJN.ICATIONS 

AND RECORDS · 

' 

EOC-505 
Distribution of 

I (i_+1r-;t.1 r·· t 
Anknrn v V ·J 

truE rEndinG only by 
spEcial arrangEmEnt. 
l· -n. 

{/ 

DatEd July 7, 1944 

Hashington. 

12~, July 7~ 1 p.m. 

AnkGrn No. 88. 

REfErEncE is ma~1E to thE Embassy's 1216, July 

transmitting mEssagE to LEavitt from Schwartz 

Embassy's 121P, Jul,y 5 for Y/nr REfUgEE 
·// 

of rEfugEES on thE fivE ships now nt Cohstunza , :~ -· 

and I should likE to urgE thE nEcEssity for thE 

transfEr to SwitzErland of thE funds rEqUEStEd in 

Swiss francs. 
LMS 

KELLEY 

-~--

0 
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STATE 
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FBM-107 
/ CO-NTROL COPY 

Ankara 
Distribution of truE 
rEading only br,spEci~l 
arrangEmEnt, (; • f) 

DatEd July 5·, 1944 

REc 1d 7:40p.m., 6th. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

j,. 

--~--·;:..----
- ·~------;-~ 

:. [ 

/ 
Il-l~ . -- --·---· 

--2.0J:U-, July 5, 1 p.m. 
---- --------~ ... -

FOR THE WRB FROM GHIRSCHMANN ANKARA. No 85, 

PlEasE dE 11 VE r follow:l.pg mEssagE to :MosEs 
' 

------ ---~ 

Eavitt, AmErican JEwish Joi'rit Distribution .CommittEE, 

EW York, from JosEph Schwt,rtz, 

/Your ~EssagE rEgarding ~800 1 000 rEcEivEd. REmit 

mmEdiatEl~ 500,000 Swiss francs·to Sal~yEr to bE 
'-------2 

spEnt upon instructions frQm Lisbon. Total cost 3000 

~assEngErs to bE EmbarkEd ¢n fivE ships now Constanza 

two million Swiss francs plus 260,000 Turk pounds. - . --·r~ 
'I!hErEforE prEparE rEmit additional ~soo,o·o.o Swiss 

francs SalymayEr instruct~ons as abovE. ~Vlll advisE 
) _./ 

lattEr concErning rEmittancE Turk p~unds. No furthEr 
/ 

appropriations nEcEssary at this timE EXcEpt for past 

voyagEs MILKA and MARITZA and rail transportation Istanbul 

Haifa concErning which alrEady advisEd you and about which 

will sEnd morE dEtailEd figurEs l:ttr. I' 
KELlEY 

WSB BB DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter,-1-lh72_ -- -

By R. H. Parks Dnte SEP 18 197L 

·-'------ --·----------
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JUt 12 1944 

Dear Mr. Leavitt! 

The following oonftden,lah meeaage to~ you 
from Mr. Joseph Bohvartl vas reoelved fro• the American 
ll'411ba.aey at Ankara 11111\81' date of July 6, 19441 

"Your aeaaage re~ar41ng $800,000 reoelTed. 
Remlt lmmedlately 800,000 Swiss france to 
Saly Mayer to be spent upon lnatruotlons 
from L1abon. TotAl coat 3000 paaaengere to be 
embarked on five ehlpa ~now Oonatanma two mllllon 
Svtse franoa plua 860,000 'Purk poUIIde. 'lherefore 
prepare remlt additional 1,500,000 Sw1es franca 
Saly Mayer inatrnotlone as above. Ifill advhe 
latter concerning remittance furk pounda. No 
further appropriations neoeaaary at thia time 
except for paet vot..-,.• MIUA and ~fZA ud 
rail tranap9rtation Iet~bul Salfa oonoernlDB 
wh1oh alraad, adTleed JOU-&nd about wh1oh will 
send aore~ detailed flguree later." ,. 

:.~ 

Mr. Moeaa A. Leavltt, 
Seo:rete,ey, 
~erlcan Jewish Joint 

Dtatrlbutlon Oommtttae, 
270 JladUOil~ Ave~~·, 
Dew York 16, llew~York, 

OJ.'-" 
JIIB'rowler:agr 7-B.l44 

~· 

(Signed) .r. w. Pehle 

~ J. w. Pehle 
Bxeoutlve Di~sotor 
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.; 
LISBON. 

CQNTROL COPY 
' ' 

;( :1.90\3 -
Pleaae deliver e. paraphrase of--the following li~Ul oa'bfe --- ~ -

no o -47 -to--RobeXtt-P-1lpef.- 242 rtua-Aurea 0 L1eb0n~--=-It-'1if=-- c___:_:__.:;~ 
>( . ------~-

from V.oses A. Leavittvor the Amer1oanvJew1eh Joint Dis-

tribution Committee. 

QUOTE Fox• youl' 1nt'ormat1op, :follol!ing 1e "mesea{j;e 1 
i ' f ' 

sent to &ahwarts in Ankara concerning progrrun for rescue 
j 

of 8 1 000 persona f1•om Balkans~ 
• ' - - c 

INNER Q.UOTE \ihlle ou:r nnanc1al e1t11atlon baa: become 

extremeJ.y cr1t1ca~:: due .ur~eno~ s11;tUt.t1on \gO see no alter­

native nnd therefore agree underwrite proJect up_to·thl'ee 

million dollars o~ assumption that ~O,OOOappr~p~1at1on 
just approved no•.>/1ncl\.'.ded in t}\e larger sum Stop S1noe 

J• ' . . ' 
- ' . .. . - . . -~-

assistance from .oth~r qL<.~rter£'1 necessary we expl:or1ng 

poss1b111t1e& ~.illi vi1ll.keep .you advised Stop vie do not 

unde:retnnd you1:· reference regarding commitment ~eoo.ooo 

~r. 1,600 refvJgees B.:rT1Ved Pv.lestine 'since we aseUIIled their 

tl'D.llEIJlO:rtat10I1 al.ready provided' t'or IND INNER l.i.UOTS: 

UktQ,UO'lli: 

WlUh~iMV:OMH 
7/3/44 

HULL 
(ar:.i) 

DECLASSIFIED • 
state Dept. Letter, 1''11-72 , 

B~ R. H. Parks Date~ 1:8 1972 
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OABLE 'lO LISBON 

From w&r nerugee llo8l'f1 to · ~rweb 

Please Jleliver the foUotd.nli.mesS&ge to &obert_Pil~~~: ~=-"-~--~~~~--c-

242 Rua Aurea, :Lisbon, ,n>om lbae$ A, Leavitt_ ot the Amerioan 

Jewiab Joint Dietribtition Oom1ttees 

"For your intol'IJlation, follOlll.ng is message l sent_ to 

___ ~SrJblrartz...irLAJl!W'i oono8ril1Jjg progra- ror resolie or a,ooo­
persona fl'OIII. Bal.lcanst 

-----~~- ---

QUarE Wbile our ,finano181_ situation has become extremelY 

oritioal due urgency situation we see rio alternative end 
-- . . ' ,_ . ' 

therefore agree undei'write project up to tln:ee million dollan· 

on assumption that &soo,ooo_appropriation J'!8(~1'0't'8d now 
' "_ {"'-':::,.,_' -· 

inel"decl in ihe laraer lllDI $t~P · Si.:U,e aaai~- ftoia otQ.e~; . 

quartel'a neoeaear;r _we .xploring polaibil.1ties _end 11.11 ke.p 

1(1U &dv1Hd Stop \f.IdO not \mdfrstand ;fOUl' reference' l'egai'ding 
I . -- -_ - . . - ~ . 

oommitolllent $61)91 000 tor 1,600 retug•a ~1'1'ed Pa141ettne lfinc» 

we asiJUiaGd their traneportatiOJA already provided tor 1IHQ1D'fB 
.- - ~ 

THIS lS WlUl OABLil ~ LISllOIWOo..;,;..._ 
47 

11&05 •••• 
JQly 1, l!J.M 

FH:db '7/1/44 

--------- ---

- -~ 
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BBIAJ!RAL TEXT OK .T)];IE GRAM SENT 

FROM I 
TOI 
DATED I 
NUMBER1 COPY 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO STEINHARDT. 

Please deliver the following message to Dr. Joseph 
Schwarta; c/o American Embassyl Ankaral from Moses A. Leavitt 
of the American Jewish Joint D stribut on Committee! 

:~·-·~c 

"Regarding proposal finance evacuation from Balkans we 
arrived following decision after serio~ consideration. 
While we appreciate your Magnes Resnik recommendations 
in view risks involved we believe responsibility for 
boabs operating wUhout safeconduct should be shared by 
War Refugee Agency and Joint Distribution 
Committee. situation we ready accept 

Board is prepared to assume 
to concurrence of Steinhardt 
therefore program up to 

$800,000 for and hope amount can be reduced 
by refugee participation Jewish Agency. We prepared pro­
vide 500 000 Swiss francs. Cable to whom francs should 
be paid ln Switzerlandl Alsocable banking instructions 
for remittance to Turkey or Pate&tine as and when sums re­
quired. Essential that .. refugees be warned in advance of 
risks involved in such voyages and assume Barlas wil~ p' 
instructed accordingly. It is essential that arrangements 
be worked out whereby Resn$k and Hirschmann will be kept 
continuously advised of all plans of Barlas for such trips 
and that Hirschmann Resnik approve each proJect. If pos­
sible we would prefer making our 1\emittances directly to 
Resnik for him to pay out as ·and when required by Barlas. 
We cabled Resnik to give Hirschmann his complete whole­
liearted cooperation." 
'"" 
~IS IS WRB CABLE TO ANKARA NO. 66. 

rJ 

L,.J . \-".) 

rt) 
r<.l 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, lSEP2lB 

1972 By R. H. Parks Date __ 
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CABLE TO AliKARA 

Froa War Refugee Board to Bte1nhardt. 

Plean deliver the following JDUaage to Dr. Joseph Sobnrt.s, 

o/o AaerloaD Bllbaaa;r, ADlcara, trca lln.ea A X..vitt. of \he Aavioaa Jniah 

Joint matl'ibution ao.d.twa 

"Regarding proposal flnanoe evaauat1on from Baikaa. we arr1wcl 

foll.cnr1ng deoiaion aftv Hl'ioue o0118iderat1on Stop While w 

&J11111'8oiate your Jlapea BuD1k reeomadatiGDa in v1ft ruu Snvolw4 

1n1 bel1eft HIPOUibWty for boata operatins without. aate oondaot. 

should be sbaNcl by \lU' ~ Board .Tnlah Agency md Joint D1etl'1• 

bution Coad.t.tee Stop lDlight. p:nnnt. llituation • reaq UotPt 

responsibility and War lle.tbpe Boarclb pnp8J'e4 to~ auoh 

reaponaibillty aub,1eot to oonO\U'l'enCie of ste!Dhar4t and HJ.raohmalm 

Stop We approw therefore PI'OP'alll up to taoo,ooo tw 2,600 persona 

• and hope aount can be reduoed by' re1\Jaee part101pat1on Jewish 

Agency Stop We prepared provide 5001 000 SlfUa ir'OIJ Stop Oable 

to whoa france ahould be paid :ln SwitlflrlaDI. Cable wo 'blllld.raa 

instruotione fe l'Uittan• to 'f\llby Cll' ~atlne u Ul4 1dlea nu 

Hllliz'ed. stop lluential tbat re1'tlpu be WU'IIeclln ll4'nlloe ot l"i.U 

1Dvolva4 1a tuoh YG7aiU and aa111111 Bvlu, 1d.U be WVIloted. &IJOOH.­

iagq stop It u euutial tlla\ UT811&tl181lte be 1Drlr.ef out 'lrhenb7 

Resnilc and ~ w1U be kept aont1auoul7 adv1Hd of all piau 

a£ Bllrlaa tv 8UOh t.P1pa and tllat. ~ ~ aJIIII'CiQ eaoll 

pro3eat stop If poaa1hl.e ,.. 'ftUld PNftl' JIIJd.Dg caar ralttaaaa 

dJneU7 to lelldJc tor h1a to pq out. u al14 wba ~ by hlba 

stop We ca~Ud llaailc to giw lii.JIJolmiiDJl bla OOip\N ~ 

THIS IS WAR REFUGEE BOARD OAJlEE TO .ANit.ru. NO.ss • 

••••••••••••• 
June 29, 1944· - 12:45 p.m. 

.,. 



JUN 3 o 1944 

Dear Jlr. Leavitt• 

I have reoe1V.d your letter· of June 23, 1944, oonoarntng a 
projected progrBill to evacuate same 2,600 re.f\lgeea !rom the 
Bal.k&M in amall boat• which wUl travel without. OUIIall Pie 
0111duot. 

The War Ref'usee Board, subject to the oonOUJTenae of 
Alllb&aaado.r Steiubarit and lfr._ JU.recbmau., 1a prepared to .. aoolate 
itself w.lth the Jewillh Agenoy and t.be Joint D1ttiribu\ion Ota­
mittM in the responllib1l1ty of operatiDg auoh a reaoue PN8J'IIl 
by the use o! ehlpe travelling 'Ill. thout Hfe oonduot. 

The Board 1e not prepared. at this tilDe to ~ to Anan­
o1&1 paniolpatS.on in tbe prograa. ......... 1 ebiU bt pbaee4 
to d1eouea this question wl;.th 70U at a ~ttr da'Q 1lhen the. 
reoCIEielldft1one of Alllbui&Cior S~ 8114 Jlt. IIU'1Cihi8D 
have been received. 

lurlllWlt to yw:r reqUitt t!le BOQ'Cl hu fOl"WU'Cled 'through 
its faoilit.iea your ••pge to Dr. ~~ on thill progaa 
with une change in language wlllcoh I oleved ~ the telep)UIM 
with ;yvu. A oo,y of the •••11• as sent la POlo114 fer 7lJ\U" 
recorda. · 

lfr. Mlaea A. Leavltt, 
Seontuy, 
Aaerioan Jm.h Joint .. ~v.- OoalaltMe, 
rno Jl.tSill• Avuue, 
... J'Wk, .. t.n. 

- ·· .. , . . !~ ·'44 
~L '""'/~-·~/ 

Jt~-~h-~ 



CABLES, "JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 

~=-----'----- ----~----

PAUL BAERWALD, Chairman 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG. Honorary Chairman 

JAMES N. ROS-ENBERG, Chairman, Boord of Directors 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN. Chairman. National Council 

FRANK H. SULZBERGER, Vice-Chairman, Notional Coun61 
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MOSES A. LEAVIIT, Secretary 

June 23, 1944. 

1~r. John W. Pehle, Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

,) %~7' fl" 
~l-'.) ~ 

Dr. Joseph Schwartz, our overseas director, has cabled us that the 
Jewish Agency has projected a program of evacuation of some 2,600 refugees from 
the Balkans to be transported on small ships to Turkey and sent from there by 
railway to Palestine. It is proposed that these ships will travel from Balkan 
ports without German safe conduct, The Jewish Agency estimates that the cost 
of such a program would run to about $800,000, which sum could be reduced if 
$125,000 thereof were to be provided in Switzerland in the form of Swiss franca. 

The Joint Distribution Committee has given very seriouihonaidera­
ticn to this proposal and believes, in the light of the situation in Turkey with 
which you are thoroughly familiar, that the J.D.C. should participate in this 
project and assume the risks and responsibilities involved in these boats trav­
elling without safe conduct. We hope that the War Refugee Board, on the basis 
of its knowledge of the situation, will likewise come to the same conclusion, 
viz.: that, though there is a risk, it is necessary under present circumstances 
for such a risk to be taken. 

We believe that it is also of importance and significance for the 
War Refugee Board to participate to some extent financially in-this project. 
We do not, of course, make this a condition sine qua non of our participation, 
but we would deem it to be of great value from the viewpoint of the War Refugee 
Board, as well as of the Jewish Agency and the J.D.C., if the Board could see 
its way clear to make a grant toward this project. 

As noted above, Dr. Schwartz has advised us that if 500,000 Swiss 
francs were made available in Switzerland, the overall cost might be reduced. 
We are of course prepared to provide the approximately $125,000 required for the 
purchase of these Swiss francs and hope that a Treasury license will be issued 
for such a rami ttance. 

In order that we lose no time ww wish to send Dr. Schwartz imme­
diate approval of the project. I enclose draft of such a message and would~ 
appreciate your good offices in having this cable sent; through the fa·c:l,lities 
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WILLIAM_ H. SCHWARZSCHILD, Ri~hmond 

MURRAY 'SEASONGOOD, Cincinnati 

EU~TACE SELIGMAN, New Yor;. 

BERNARD SEMEL, New York 

ALFRED SHEMANSKI, Seattle 

I. H. SHER-MAN, New York 

SAMUEL SHORE, New York 

WILLIAM J. SHRODB!., Cincinnali 

MENDEL B. SILBERBERG, Los Angeles 

ARCHI,BALD SILVERMAN, Providence 

M. C. SLOSS, Son Franci'lco 

ABRAHAM SRERE, Detroit 

JESSE H. STEINHART, San Francisco 

EDGAR B. STERN, New Orleans 

HENRY M. STERN, Rochesler 

HORACE STERN. Philadelphia 

HUGH GRANT STRAUS, Bro_okfyn 

MRS. ROGER W. STRAUS, New York 

FRANK l. SULZBERGER, Chicago 

LEON C. sli"N:sTEIN, Philadelphia 

AARON TEITElBAUM, New York 

JEROME I. UDELL, New York 

F. FRANK VORENBERG, Boston 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, f.lew -York 

MAX M. WARBURG, New York 

DAVID M. WA~CHMAKER,_ B.oston 

ADOLPH WElL, Monfg_omery 

FRANK l. WEll, New York 

HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 

MOSES WINKHSTEIN, Syracu'le 
JONAH B. WISE, New York 

DAVID P •. WOHL~ 5~·- Louis 

MORRIS WOLF, Philadelphia 

HARRY ZEITZ, Brooklyn 

IN-THE ARMED FORCES 

ABNER BREGMAN, New York 

WILLIAM W. GOODMAN, Memphis 

MARCO F. HELLMAN, New York 

HAROLD F. LINDER, New York 

EDWARD_A. NORMA~, New York 

LEWIS l. STRAUSS, New Yotk 

MORRIS C. TROPER. New York 

EDWARD M. M. WARBURG, New Yorlc 
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of the Board to the American Legation in Jerusalem, provided you approve 
the references made to_ the Board in the cable. 

I would be glad to discuss this matter further with you, should 
ymu so desire and look forward to hearing from you with respect to the two 
requests raised, viz.: 

1. The association of the War Refugee Board in the respmnsi­
bili ty of the boats sailing without safe conduct; 

2. In the decision of the War Refugee Board to participate 
financially. 

It goes without saying that the refugees to be transported on 
these ships would be duly advised of the risks that they run and that such 
instructions will be given to the Jewish Agency. 

anc. 

ses A. Leavitt 
Secretary 



/ June Z3, 1944. 

Cable to Dr. Joseph Schwartz, c/o American Legation, 
Jerusalem, to be sent through State Dept. 

Regarding proposal finance evacuation from Balkans we arrived 

following decision after serious consideration stop While we appreciate 

your Uagnes Resnik reconunendations inview risks involved we believe respon-

sibility for boats operating without safe conduct should be shared by War 

Refugee Board ,'Jwish A.gency and Joint Distribution Committee stop Inligh~ ' 

present situation War Refugee Board is prepared to assume such responsibility ,(}.---•t;-7 
llt '-!•-·,• £..-':-;}· 

and we likewise ready do so stop We app-dve therefore program up to $800,000 ~-/-

for 2,600 persons and hope amount can be reduced by refugee participation - -·JJ-v,.:.r, 

Jewish Agency stop f. . d!t9\li!'iUFi'M\lli£n$l-':"~l!i'tJ1b•":!~ Ym:- •Rofe g-... 

RpRN FOP' 'l.IMoir 'dMeiaio• r 1 di g] stop We prepared provide 500,000 Swiss 

francs stop Cable to whom francs should be paid in Switzerland. Cable also 

banking instructions for remittance! to Turkey or Palestine as and when sums 

required stop Essential that refugees be warned in advanoe ·or risks involved 
' -~ 'i::--

in such voyages and assume Barlas will be instructed accordiniiy stop It is 

essential that arrangements be wtlllkeli out whereby Resnik and Hirschmann will be 

kept continuously advised of all plans of Barlas for such trips and that 

Hirschmann Resnik approve each project stop If possible .we would prefer making 

our rl!!};.tances directly to Resnik for him to pay out as and when required by 

Barlas, G.top We cabled Resnik to give Hirschmann his complete wh<hehearted 

cooperation f 
-.; 

Leavitt 
Joint Distribution Committee 



ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROt,;: 

TO:' 

DATED: 

Secretary of State, 

AMEMBASSY, ANKARA 

June 30 

NUMBER: 588 

v .j 
TO STEINHARDT AND HIRSCHMANN FROM PEHLE. 

The following is text of message just received by JDC 

from Schwartz who we understand is en route Ankara from 

Jerusalem: 

QUOTE Discussions here indicate possibility rescue 
additional 8 7000 from Balkans at approximate cost two 
to two and half million dollars. Obligations incurred 
connebtion approximately sixteen hundred who already 
came out approximate $600 7000. View urgency situation 
commitment will have to be made very fast therefore 
important you- indicate., immediately whether you willing 
underwrite up to three·· million dollars for rescue pro­
gram which otherwise cannot be undertaken. View present 
emergency situation recommedd you send blanket authoriza­
tion with understanding we naturally shall make every 
effort keep costs to minimum. Meanwhile you may wish 
your end enlist aid War Refugee Board other American 
bodies. 

Advise urgently. UNQUOTE. 

Board extremely interested in above proposal and ~ould 
:4 

apprec~te immediate report and recommendations from you. 
~ I 

-~~~avaikable, please include a breakdown by purpose and 
' ,--;. ·--

.-~l{lii§lmt p§ contemplated expenditure of large sum being requested 
:.-:Jv..'1~ .&;:.. 

~l'-; theEogram. 

THffi IS WRB ANKARA CABLE NO. 68. 
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

1972. By R. H. Parks Date..sE.e-18 



CABLE TO STKLNH.ARD'l AND tiiRSCIUaD FROJI PBBW 

The following ill text of ••ua• jut. reoeived by .me ti'GI 
Sohllal't.s who we underatand ia a route Anker& fl'om Jerueal.ella 

QliOl'l Diaoueaiona here indicate poallibWty reaoue additional 
s,ooo ll'aa IJalkana at. IIPPI'o2dllate coet two t.o two md balf 
llillioa dollars. CIJUgat.ione illcurred connection approJL u ely 
sixteen mmdrad 'llho ai.read7 came out approx1aate $6001 000. 
View ura•DOT eU.uation coaltllln\ 111U baw to be IIJ.da veq 
taat. therefore illportant 7011 indioate ,_diately w!utthel' 
you willlng underwrite up te three aUlioa dollar• tt# re1eu 
JIZ'OIP'all which othei'Wille omaot be uncltl'tabJh Vielr );C'elent 
emergency situation recCilllllltlld you ••nd blAnket authodtat1on 
1'li th underatanding we naturally ahall lllab every effort 
kHP cone to lllDSaiDl. llitamlbi1e nu ....,. wilh your en4 
eDlillt aid War Refugee itoard other Amer1ftn bodille. 

AdYille ur~. UIQ11011 

Board. ·~ 11st.erelltad ill aboft propoaal • cl110ulcl 
IP preoate illllllecliat• r~ and reooanenc!aUont .t\'oll you. 
If avat..labl.e, pleiiH lnolude a b~ by purpoee and •ount 
or oantemplate4 ezpenditure or wa- .,. W.q rell\llllted for 
)he prosraa. / 

T;liS IS l'iRB ANKARA CABLE NO. 68 

10t45 a.m. 
June 30, 1944 

W.ss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Iaughll:n, Lasser, llann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control 

Files 
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ORIGINAL 'J:EKT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM 1 Secretary of State, Washington 
/ 

TO 1 Amcona.ul, Jerusalem 

DATED: June 29, 1944 

NUMBER& ll9Y-

Please deliver the following message to Dr. Joseph 
J -

Schwartz, o/o American Consulate, from Moses A. Leavitt 

of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Oommitteea 
r 

"Regarding proposal finance evacuation from 
/ 

Balkans we arrived following deoiaion after 

serious consideration. Wbi~ we appreoiat~ your 

Magnes Resnik repommenoations in view risks involved 

we believe reapona1b1l11tt for boats operating with-
>;/ 

out safe c.ond.uot should be lbare.d by W~r Refugee 

Board Jewish Ageno}' and Joint Distrlbu~ion Committee. 

In light present situation War Refugee Bc)ard is . 
prepared to as~me auohresponsib1lit1 s.ub~ect to 

concurrence of Steinbs.rdt and Hiracbmann IUld '!1'8 

likewise read}' to do so. We apJ!rove the:t\ef()re 

program .up to taoq,ooo for 2,600 petsons .'llnd hope 

amount oan- be reduce~ b1 re:Ngee partici.J.19.tion Jed!lh 

Agenc,-. We prepared provide li9Q1 000 $,~~u :t::i>ano$. 
. ~· 

Cable to whom francs shOuld b8 paid 1n SWltZGJ:'~Ii,d• ' -· .• - -- ·-_.J -- . 

Cable also banld,ng 1nst:Noti~:ais t9:r.~~t/~~ti.Qe ,to 

'l!.ul'ke.,- ott Pal.e•Une .as artd w~11 -'~ ·requi.l-~!1-.. · 

DE~ . ·Esae11tlal that re~s~•• b$- wa,tl~,!i/lil a~Svti.lto~.~ 
State Dept.".:Letter, \;,11·72 . . . ·.·· .---~.-. ~- ' . ., ___ ··_·~_' .. ·'._·_·. -~·-· ~EP 18 1972 · · · .· ··- · "'" ··· 

By R. a P~is Date- • ' .,~~;d;vJi.tf!~.,"~c-

·. 



,$Ji>. 

,A)).~' 

- t.'-if}' // 
risks involved in suoh voyages and assume Ba.rlaa 

will be instructed accordingly. It is esaent ial 

that arra ngementa be worked out where by Resnik and 

HirsChmann will be kept continuously advised of all 

plana oi.' Barlas !'or• such trips and tl'.a t Hil'sobmann 

Resnik approve each project. It possible we would 

prefer making our remittsnoea directly to Resnik for 

him to pay out as and when required by Be.rlaa. We 

cabled Resnik to give Hirschmann his complete whole­

hearted cooperation". 



'"· 1-, {!> 

fi, ;, >!. 
q. t-;o- F;, 

"' ... ,( 

/ ·• 

CABLE '1'0 A11E!UCAN CCNSULATS, JERUSALEM 

G :1:- to ..... • 

Jnr;c 27, 1~'1..', 

Please deliver the f'ollcnring me11age to Dr. Jc»uph sohwarta, 

c/o American OoniiUlate, fi'Olll lllsee A. Leavitt of the American .Jewilh 

Joint Dl.etributicm Ocxamitteea 

"Regarding proposal finance evaouation from Balkans n arr1 ftd 

' foJ.lcnring UOieit:ll after 8U'1CIU8 OC?llllidefttion Stop While ... 

appli'IIOiate your Jlagllea Resnik :reclllllll8lldations 1nvin rieke involved 

we belJ.eYe reeponsibllity for boats operating withOut .. re conduct 

lh011ld be shared by war Refugee Boari .Jewillh Agenoy and Joint Dlatr1 .. 

buticm COIIIIittee stop Inllaht pretfen.t eituation War Retusee Boal'd 

is prepar..S to aeewae noh reeponeibil1t7 nbjeot to oonGilrrence et 

steinhal'clt and Hirsohlllrm and • Ukewiee ready to clo 10 Stop lie 

approve therefore program up to $8001000 tot 11600 persona and hope 
; l i 

aaount can be reduced by refugee partlclpatie Jn.Leh Apnq &top 
/.· 

we prepared provid8 5001000 &dee trance sto, Gable to Wh!li; ttance 

should be paid in S'lfl.turland. Gable &leo banldDg wtructionl tor 

reid. ttanoe to 1\U'key or Pale1Jt1ne •• md 'lihen euu nqu;ired Stq» 

Eenn1dal that retuaeee be wamed iD adftnce of l'itdtt iDvolUil 1n l!loh 

'Vlqllgea end amuae BwlaiJ WlU be iuk'llcttd •oombnsll' Stop It ill 

eseen~ that arnnglllllllltl· be 1101'hd Gilt whereby Rllftlk end Hit'fei!Mlm 

w1ll be kept continuuu.elF actd.a .. tf .U plane of Bar~• tor coh 

tJ'ipe end that HiraobUDa a.dJc approw Hob pl"03eot atop·rt polfi'bl• 

• wGillcl PHtv -.lcissg CllU' l'llllltttaacet ~ to BIMD1k for h1Ja w 
PAl' wt ae. md wtum nquirefi by BU'lat ftop We Ol!ble4 a...n; to 

pYe Hil'•abllalm hie aoplete 11holth..,... tOtHJ'at.iimil 

Miss Chatmcey (for the Sec 'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBoi.s, Friedman, 
t!J2t.~ Hodel, Laughlin, lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control File~ 

·~ ;jf Vr;;l. l!!~m.e/44 .. 
. ~- ·<' 

~.l:-.--_ 



ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, 

TO& Amembassy, Ankara 

DATED& Ju/ 29, 1944 

NUMBER: 584 

Washington 

CONTROL COPY 

CABLE TO STEINHARDl' AND HIRSCHMANN, ANKARA, FROM 

J. W. PEELE, WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 

Schwartz recently cabled JDC aa follows-fran Algieraa 

"Magnes Resnik adv.iae Jewish Agency urgently requests 

immediate decision following proposal transportation to 

Istanbul. Utilize MILCA MARITZA_ similar ships without sate 

conduct which impossible obtain order transport 2600 persona 
from Balkans • I ~ 

Agency requests we ~asist finance coste 

estimated $SOO,ooo exclusive participati~h paaseng~rs but 
: ~~~~ - -

agency believes possible reduce cost if part payment halt 

million Swiss francs be made Switzerland. It we caiJDI)t 

participate this project agencT aaka we provid~·swiaa francs 

as loan deductible f'rom any ot_her funds payable agency-. 

Magnes committee recommends (l) our immediate agreement 
. . -~--

principle participation abov~ transportation project for 

each passenger arriving Istanbul anduna'!>le pay- subject 

determination our representative !l'ur~w• (2) we tiil,anoe 

.fully- all transportation projects 'Which may secure saf'e 

conduct with possibilities re1mburaement by passengers with 

mean~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept-. Letter, 1-11-72 2_ 

By B. B. Parks D11te...s£EJ- 8 197 

-J 
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.,eens. Our own view we cannot assume respoLs~bility any 

;'.<lnLer placing people on s'Iips sailinr· without safe conduct 

t:SJ'ecially since recent sinkinf' i>iARITZA en route Constanza. 

efur,ee Board ready assume with Jewish :,,enoy 
~ 

responsibility this project \he should participate payment 

transportation costs those actualJ:t arr!val Istanbul. View 

labre amount involved sue:~est you discuss with War Refugee 

Roard poss!bility their participating financial costs. If 

you consider this advisable view all above circumstances reply-

here anc Lisbon." 

With approval of Board JDB has sent following answer to 

g,,hwartz in Jerusalem: 

11 liegarding proposal finance evacuation from Balkans we 

arrivec followinr decision after serious consideration. 

While we appreciate your 1;agnes Resnik recommendations in 

view risks involved we believe responsibility for boats 

operating without safe conduct should be shared by War 

,,efugee r'oard Jewish Agency and Joint Listribution Com-

mittee. In light present situation War Refugee Board is 

Drepared to assume such responsibility subject to concur-

renee of Steinhardt and Hirschmann and we likewise ready 

do so. We approve therefore program up to $8001 000 for 

2,600 persons and hope amount can be reduced by refugee 

participation 
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psrticipa tion Jewish Agency. We prepared provide 500,000 

Swiss francs. Cable to whom francs should be t:aid in 

Switzerland. Cable also banking instructions for remittance 

to Turkey or Palestine as and when sums required. Essential 

that refugees be warned in advance of risks involved in such 

voyages and assume Parlas will be instructed accordingly. 

It is essential that arran~~ents be worked out whereby 

Resnik and Hirschmann will be kept continuously advised of 

all plans of Tlarlas for such trips and that Hirschmann 

Resnik apcrove each ;:-roject. If possible we would prefer 

making our remittances directly to Resnik for him to pay 

out as and whm requirecl b:' Barlas." 

We will await report and recommendations ~trom 'fOil on this 

matter. 

'r:.IS IS WRB ANKARA ~ABLE NO. 64 

HULL 
(GLW) 

c 



/ 

CABL!1 T·~ ~TEINHAR!Yl' 1\. D ;,~H~CH.HJIN, ANKARA, '~ROi.\ J. \\. PF!1J..I<;, 1\AR ;·;EFUGE:E 
3.J~JUJ. 

Schwartz recently oabl.ed JDC ao fol.lAIIn !rom Alg1eraa 

nMagnees Retmik advise Jewish l'l{eno,y urgently req.esta immediate 
decision foll.owing proposal transportation to Ietanblll. Utilize 
W:LCA MARITZA similar ships without safe conduct which impossible 
obtain order transport 2600 parsono from Dalkane. Agency requests we 
a"sist finance costs estimated $800,000 excluaive participation 
passengers but agency believes possible reduce cost if part. payment 
half million Swiss francs be made Switaerltind. If 'Ill! cannot par­
ticdpate this project agency aa1<:11 we provide Swiss francA as loan 
deductibl.e !rem ;my other funds pa,yable agency. llli&fl88 oQI!Jillittee 
recommends (1) our immediate agreement principle participatign 
above tr~1eportation project for each paesenger arriving Istanbul 
and unable pay subj.tct detern•ination our represmbti ve Turkey, 
(::1) we finance fully all transportaUon projeotu which may eewre 
safe conduct with poso1b111t1ee reimbursement ~~ passengers with 
means. l":ur own view we m>unot assume reapansibi,Uty aey manner 
plaoing peopl.e an ships eailtng without safe conduct especially since 
recent sinking .MARITZA en route Conatanu. However if War Refugee 
Board ready assume 'With Jewish Agenc; respau1ibility this project 1RI 
should participate ~ent transportation costa thoee actuallt arrival 
I st&!lbul. View large Bll ount involved IJ\lflgeet you disouss w1 th War 
Refugee Board possibility their partioipating finanoial coste. lf 
yau consider this advisable vi- all above ctroumetances reply httre 
and Lisbon. n --/ 

with approval. of Board JDC baa aent folJ,OYJing answer to Scbwans 

"Regarding proposal. finance evacuation from J3alkana we arrived 
fol.lowing deol wion after serious oons1derat1en Stop While we appreciate 
yo-·r uagnes Resnik rec0111111endations inview risks involved 1RI believe 
responiJibllity for boats operating without safe conduct should. be 
shared by Wer ne.tugee Board Jewish Agency and Joint Distribution o­
mittee.Stup Inlight present situaUon War Rei'ugee Board is prepared to 
assume such rtJBpone1hil1-ty wbjeot t.o concurrence of Ste:lnhar4t ud 
Hirsabmann and we likewise read;v do so 1\op We approve tllt!l'efozoe pro­
gram up t.o $aoo.ooo for a.600 pol'aone and hope uount. ean be rednoed 
by refugee partioipation Jewieh Agency St.op We prepared provickt soo.ooo 
snas fi'anoa St.op Cable to llhCIIII tranoe ehould be pnd in SW:it.ftl'larut. 
Clable also banking inatruot1one tor ~ttanoe to iul1t8T OJ' Paleatine 
as and 'ilhtm fliU!lS required Stop Es&tl\~al that refUgeu btJ 1IU'Iled in 
advance o.r risks involved in au.oh VOfaieB and &illiWIB Bvlaa will be 
inevuet.eci aecordin~ stop It. is --~ tllat ~ang.enta be 
worked out whereby Retnik an4 H!.r&obaimii 1t1ll be kept ~-~ucusly 
advised or all plana ot Bulae fOI' aoh. ViJI8 and that lU.)!flohmlmn 
Rellllik approve aaoh project stop I! poa1ble a would pretei' IIIAldng 
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our remittanoos dirootly to fteanik for him to pay out Ae an.i when 
re<jui.red by !larlaa." 

We wi.ll await raport ll!1d reoommendatiuna from you an this 
matter, 

.c•- ··,,·'>:r' ;-...Ta~n~~:--; r:c1:.n, ,llPc~-:;, ~-rierlJ-an) ·:c:1e-
:-~t.tl.'lai·L_, ·:r·1tr.s.~ :_cs~ f:e)~Js c.-,~·,trr::: r~:::_r<::. 

~~,/ ~-P~-
\H. ~ WFHalab 6/Zl/44 



ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

TO: Amlegation, Lisbon 

DATED: June 29, 1944 CONTROL ~OPY 
NUMBER 1 1864 

From War Rerugee Board to Norweb, 

Please deliver the following message to Robert Pilpel, 

242 Rua Aurea, Lisbon, from Moses A. Leavitt of the American 

Jewish Joint Distribution Committee: 

"For your information and tm t of Dobkin following is 

text of message I sent Schwartz today: 

'Regarding proposal finance evacuation from Balkans we 

arrived following decision after serious consideration, 

While we appreciate your Magnes Resnik recommendations 

in view risks involved we believe responsibility for 

boats operating without safe conduct should be shared 

by War Refugee Board Jewish Agency and Joint Distri­

bution Committee.~ In light present situation War 

Ref'ugee Board is prepared to assume such responsibility 

subject to concurrence of Steinhardt and Hirschmann and 

we likewise ready do so. We approve therefore program 
.I 

up to $800,000 for 2,600 persona and hope aount oan 

be reduced by refugee participation Jewish Aganoy. 

We prepared 

DECLASSJFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . 

By R. H. Parks Date~18 1972. 
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We prepared provide 600,000 sr,t.s~ francs. Cable to whom 
-- I ,, , 

francs should be paid in Switzerland. - C-iith'~ also banking 

instructions for remittance to Turkey or Palestine as and 

when sums required. Essential that refugees be warned in '\. . 
advance of risks involved in such voyages and assume Barlas 

will be instructed accordingly. It is essential that ar­

rangements be worked out ~hereby Resnik and Hirschmann will 

be kept continuously advised of all plans of Barlaa for such 

trips and that H1rschmann Resnik approves each project. It 

possible we would prefer making our rEmittances directly to 

Resnik for him to pay out as and when required by Barlas. 

We cabled Resnik to give Hirs•hmann his complete whole• 

hearted cooperation'" 

THIS IS WRB LISPON CABLE NO. 42 

!( 

Jil1lU, 
(GIW) 



,. 

/ 

? 

CABLE TO LISBI.lf 

From War Refugee Board to Norwab 

Please deliver the following message to Robert Pilpel, 

242 Rua Aurea, Lisbon, from Moses A, Leavitt of the American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committeea 

"For your inform«tian and that of Dob.l<.i\.1 following 1B text 

of message I eent Sohwarta todaya 

'Regarding proposal finanoe evaouation from Balkans we 
arrived following decision after serious oonsideration 
Stop While we llppreoiate your Mllgnes Rellllik reoOIIlllledations 
1nview rieke involved we believe reaponsibillty for boats 
operating without safe oonduot should be shared :tv war 
Refugee Board Jewioh Agency and Joint Distribution Ooll!lllittee 
Stop Inlight present situation War Refugee Board is prepared 
to assume suoh responsibility subject to concurrence of Stein­
hardt and Hirschmann and we likewiee read;y do so Stop We 
approve therefore program up to 8800,000 for 21 600 persana 
and hope amount can be reduced by refugee partio1JlA't.1on 
Jewish Agency Stop We prepared provide 5001000 Swi•e francs 
Stop Cable to wham frm cs should be paid 1n Switurland. 
Cable also banking ~atructione for remittance to Turkey 
or Palestine as and when IIWII8 required Stop Essential 
that refugees be 'I'IIU'11ad in advance of risks involved 1n euoh 
voyages and as81l1118 Barlas will be instructed accordingly Stop 
It is essential that arrangements be worked out whereby R8tmi.k 
and Hireobmann 1'lill be kept oontinuou.aly ad:vieed of all plane 
of Barlas tor auoh tripe and that Hiraohmann Relinik approve 
each project Stop If pgesible we woul.d prefer lll!iking QUI' 

remittances directly to Rellllik for him to ptq ou.t as and when 
required by Bar las stop We oablecl Rellllik to give B1racbmann 
hie eomplete wholehearted coopvation t " 

'fHii IS WRB LISBON CAEJil NO.__!!L • 

••••••••••• 
June 27, 1944 
~126 a.m. 
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CONTROL COPY 

Fort wAH .REFUGEE rlUARD FOii .. 110SES LEAVITE~ JOINT 

DISTrUoUTION CO,'JllllTTEE· NEW YORK FROM JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 

~scussions here indicate possibility rescue 

additional 8,000 from Balkans at approxime.te cost 

two to two and half million dollars~ Obligations 

incurred connection appr~ximately sixtee~ hundred 

\vho already came out approximate 4J;600,000. View 

ur 6 ency situation comm1tm~nt J will have to be made 

very fast therefore importe.nt you indicate immediately 

whether you willing underwrite up to three million 

dollars for rescue program which otherwise cannot be 

undertaken. View present eme~gency situ~tion 

recommend you send blanket authorization with 

understandin~ we naturally shall make every effort 

keep costs to minimum. Meanwhile you may wish your 

end enlist aid War Refugee Board other American bodies. 

Advise ur~entl~~ 

PINKERTON 

M BB 



JUN 20 1944 

Dear Ur. Leavitt: 

The following oonfidential message for you from Dr. Sohwarts 
was reoei ved from Algiers under date of June 15, 19441 

"S&ction onea Returned here from Italy sooner than expected 
order try meet Nann acoordanoe your request. F~ct proceed 
Cairo Jerusalem Istanbul soon as dieouesion completed which 
hope will not require more than two weeks utmost. !Qlet point 
out transportation difficulties cause long delays trying to 
carry out instructions which arrive last moment. Result per­
sonal investigation now consider it most important Greenleigh 
proceed immediately Rome leaving Perlman southern Italy. Allied 
Control COlllllliesion at our request supported by Inter-goverDIIIental 
Committee representative Italy has indicated approval Green­
leigh's appointment and transportation. Suggest he apply pass­
port immediately prooeed. Rome least possible delay as many 
urgant problE!Ille here. Kessler wiehee retum h0111e in about one 
month therefore 1111ggeat you engage SllllUel Fithaohl\~for eervioe 
probably Uiddle East area leaving definite assignment open time 
being. · 

"Section two• !.!agnes Rellllik advise Jewish Agan(!J' urgently re­
queste immediate decision follawing propoeal transportation 
to Istanbul. Utillae W:LCA IWU'lZA eliiUar lhlps without safe 
conduct which impossible obtain order U'ansport 2600 persona 
.from Balkans. Aganey requeate we asaist t1nanoo ooete uti­
mated $800,000 exoluaive part.icipatiim paasenpre but agenoy 
believes possible reduce ooet it part JN1111811t half millian 
Swiss trance be made Switaerland. If we oannot ·participate 
this project aaeno.r alike 1111 prortde Swise trance 811 loan ct.­
duotible .from IUlT other funde pa,yable agency. l!agnes committee 
recomm61'1de (1) our j,mmediate asre-t prinoiple partio1pation 
above traneportat.ion project tor each passenser arriviDS Istan­
bul and unable pay aubjaot de~U'IIina\ion our repreaentaUve 
Tlu'key, (2) 118 finance tully all tranepottation projaote 'ltliah 
1DJQ' eeaure safe conduot with poesibilitias reillburaainent. bt 
paeeengera '1'11 tb means. OUr OIJll view '1'18 cannot. aSIIUile rupcmsi­
billt.T any manner placing people m ehlps aaillng without nfe 
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conduct espeoiall¥ sinoe recent sinking llARITZA en route 
Conatanza. However if 1'1ar Refugee Board ready a&8U1118 with 
Jewish Agan~ responsibility this project we should participate 
payment tranaportation coste those actually arrival Istanbul. 
View large amount involved auggaet you diaouss with War Refugae 
Board pou1bil1ty their participating financial coste. If you 
ooneidftr this advisable view all above oiraumetanoes reply here 
and Lisbon. 

"Section threea Have set up two central oommittt.ea Naples and 
Bari to oover southern Italy with subcommittees outlying dis­
triota and Camp Ferramonti and Santa YAria Dibagna. Monthl.T 
budget for aupplamentary relief maintenance eohools, work-
shops, diiiJlen&ariee, et eet.era, $12,,00 plus one time grants 
84800 establish workshops camps and $2000 equip hostel Naples. 
Alllo $2000 grant for twelve month period Naplea Jewish com­
munity to reop8ll religious school synagogue oanmunity medical 
service. Above budget only southern Italy which has approx­
imately JOOO refugees chiefly foreign but does not include 
Rome where now 8000 to 9000 local Je1r11 2000 refugees of whom 
l40Q(,from Fr8llae, Yugoslavia, et oet.$1'&, 600 from Northern Italy. 
Hnve set up emergenay grant 2,000,000 lire for immediate relief 
to msdmtem Rome through !Ieath Cote Smith who proceeding there 
ne~ If clearance 9,000,000 lira Palestine immigrants not 
immediately possible pleaae remit immediately through Cbaae 
Bank J,OOO,OOO lire Banco di Napoli Naples aocount American 
Joint Distributioo. Committee for Joseph Sobwart.B or !laX S. 
Perlman." 

!lr. Moaea A. Leavitt, 
Secretary, 
Amet:ioan Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

:no .lladiaon Avenue, 
N- York.·Naw York. 

tJ6/ t/ FHslab 6/20/44 

Vary truly youra, 

J. w. Pohle 
Exeouti ve Direot.or 
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Rec 1 d 7:56 n.m,, 16th 

FOR ';f, ll REFUGEE BOAllD FOil LEi. VITT JDC Fll OM 

,\CKE:1M:.llN No. 30 
f 

Section one: uoturned hccrG 

~~ 
·;~~-

from Itnly sooner~ 
t'hnn oxpectod order try meet Mnnn o.ccordnnce your 

r'equest, ExpGct proceed Cairo Jerusalem Istnnbul 

soon rrs discussion complctud which hope will not 

require more; thR.n two weeks utmost. Must point out 

trnnsportntion difficulties cnuse long delnys trying 

to crcrry out instructions which arrive lnst moment, 

Result personnl investigntion now consider it most 

importnnt Greenleigh' proceed immedintel0• Rome 

lcnving Perlmn~ southern Itnly. Lllied Control 

Commission nt our request supported by Inter-governmental 

Committee rcpresentntive Itnly hns indicnted .upproval 

Greenleigh' s appointment and transportr-.tion, Suggest 

he npply pnssport immedintely proceed Rome least pos-

sible delny ns many urgent problems here, Kessler 

wishes-return 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, .1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 8 1972 
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-2-#2024, June 15, 2 p.m. from /.lgic;rs 

wishes return home in ~bout one month th'-'refore 

sugg'-'st you cng~gc Samuel Fithzohn.for service 

prob~bly Middle East arcn leaving definite ~ssign-

mcnt open time bein~ 

Section tvJO:/l'llegnes Ilesnik advise Jewish 

/,gcncy urgcntl; requests immedir:te decision 

follcwing proposrl trnnsport~tion to Istanbul. 

Utilize MILC:. 'MJ.IliTZ.',~ similar ships without safe 

conduct which impossibJ J obt~in order transport 

2600 persons fran B~lkans. Lgency requests we 

nssist finr.ncc costs cstimetcd ,;>soo,ooo exclusive 

perticipntion passengers but agency believes pos-

sible roduco cost if port pn3~ont half million 

Swiss frr:ncs be made Switzerland. If we cc.nnot 

pn.rticipct e this project ugency asks we provide 

Swiss francs as lonn deductible from nny other 

funds pnyc.ble ~gency. Megnes committee recommends 

(l) our immediate egreement principle participation 

above transportation project for each passenger nr-

riving Istnnbul and unable pay subject determina­

tion our representative Turkey, (2) we finance fully 

all trro.nsport!'_tion projects which may secure safe 

conduct with 

.. 
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-3-#2024, June 15, 2 p.m. from J,lgiers 

conduct with possibilities reimbursement by pas-

sengers with means. Our own view we cannot ns-

sumo responsibility Qny manner placing people on 

ships sailing without snfe conduct especially since 

recent sinking M.u!DZA en route Constanzn. However 

if W::'.r Refugee Board re~dy assume with Jewish Lgency 

responsibility this project we should participate 

pr..yment tro.nsportntion costs those l'.ctunlly arrival 

Istanbul. View large amount involved suggest you 

discuss with ;~inr Refugee Bor.rd possibility their 

po.rticipnting financial costs. If you consider this 

advisable view all above circumstances reply here 

and Lisbon. If] 
~Section three: Hnve set up two central commit­

tees Naples nnd Bari to cover southern Italy with 

subcommittees outlying districts nnd Camp Ferramonti 

and Santa Marin Dibngna. Monthly budget for sup-

plementrry relief mnintennnce schools, workshops, 

dispensaries, etcetera, ~12,500 plus one time·grants 

~4800 estr.bli sh workshops camps P.nd $2000 equip 

hostel Nnples. ,',lso ;!>2000 grant for twelve month 

period Naples Jewish community to reopen religious 

school 

. I 
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-4-#2024, Juno 15, 2 p.m., from :~lgiers 

school synagogue communit:,' m8dicrcl service, ;_bovc 

budget only southern Italy' which has npproximotGly 

3000 refugees chi0fly foreign but docs not include 

RomG wh0rc now 8000 to 9000 local JcvJs 2000 refugees 

of whom 1400 from Fronce, Yugoslo.,vif'., ct cotorn, 

600 from Northern Itnly. Have set up emergency grrmt 

2,000,000 lire for immedintc relief to rasdmtcm Rome 

through Hcc.th'cotc Smith who prococdtng thoro next· 

dnys. If cler.ro.nco 9,000,000 lire Pnlestine immigr:l.nts 

not immcdintely possible please remit immediately 

through Chf1.se Bnnk 3,000,000 lire B'Cnco di Nrc.poli 

Nf1.ples account l.mcricn_n JoiYlt Distribution Committee 

for Joseph Schwartz or Max s. Perlman. ~ 

WSB 
NPL 

CH!.PIN 
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1560, M~y 23, l p.m. 

THIS if.'RB <6 JDC '1 FROM SCH':LRTZ FOR LE:,VITT. 

B:crlcts' ::~dviscs fifth bo'l t ~,1_-_RITZ,-.' rrrri vod Is to.nbul 

cn.rrying 360 r-.;fug<>~S from Rum'lnin· len ving by train 

for Pnlostinc immodir·.tcly. 

NORWEB 

EMB 



MAY 25 1.944 

Dear Mr. Leavitt1 

The following message for you from Dr. Joseph 
Schwartz·was received from Lisbon under date of May 23, 1944• 

"Darlae advises fifth boat UARITZft.' 
arrived Istanbul carrying 360 refugees 
from Rumania leaving by train for Pales­
tine immediately. 11 

Mr. Uoses A. Leavitt, 
secretary, 
American. Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

;;no Jtadison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 

Very truly yours, 

J, 1'1. Pehle 
F.xecutive Director 

-_; . ./" 
. ' 

FH:lab 5/25/44 
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,.,_01 .. : Secn·tury of State, ·;lashington 

T•:: American Embassy, Ankara 

viiTl:-lJ: l•'ebrUHry 26, 1944 

,; Ui.J3Lh: 14 7 

The following, for your information and guidance, is the substance 

of a letter sent to the Secretary of State on September 9, 1943 by the 

British Embassy in 'liashington. The British Embassy has recently trans-

mit ted a copy of' this letter to me • 

i(ecently it was decided by the Government of Great Britain that all 

Jews, in the future, whether children or adults, who managed to leave 

Axis d<'minated territories and entered Turkey since the border between 

Bulgaria and Turkey was closed last Spring, will be permitted (after a 

check for security purposes in Turkey) to go to Palestine where camps 

will be provided for them and where for security reasons, they will be 

checked further, If found satisfactory, they will be gradually released 

as legal immigrants and will be permitted to enter Palestine against 

the half-yearly current immigration quotas. The method of transporting 

these Jewish persons will be either by sea or rail as may be decided 

upon by cooperation between the diplomatic mission involved ~ the 

Government of Great Britain. 

Jews who are able to enter other countries which are neutral will 

also be in this category, but those persons who escape to te=itories 

where they find a refuge of safety will, under normal circumstances, not 

leave there. Under these arrangements, Jews who are, at the present time, 

in Spain, Mauritius or Cyprus will not leave there (excepting if, in the 

case of Spain, plans may be made to transport them to Alli~c~nt 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·79 

By R. H. Parks Data_£ 1 R 1W? 
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territory in North Africa, as is hoped, for such time as hostilities 

shall continue) ~nd orrRard passage to Palestine would be considered 

cnly in cases deserving &peaial consideration and for ;nore particular 

reasons. 

It is 110t intended that the number of persons, for the period 

ending :w·ch 31, 1944, admitted to Palestine under the proposals out-

lined above shall increase the total number of immigrants allowable 

for that period. 

It is ;nost escJe;·,tial that secrecy be maintained concerning these 

proposals and lila Majesty's Government contemplates no public announce-

ment of them. However, in strict confidence, the Palestinian Jewish 

Agency will be advised of the plans, 

To l\.r, li.'YI'on C, Taylor at Washington, D.C., a letter si.-nilar to 

this one is being written. 

It is assumed in view of the policy indicated in the letter, that 

the Turkish Government now has sufficient assurances that_refugees 

entering Turkey will have an ultimate destination open to them and will 

be willing therefore to lend full cooperation in measures designed to 

increase the flow of refugees through Turkey. However, if such is not 

the case you should immediately advise the Board. 

In the interest of the refugees themselves, you shoul.d respect the 

British request that this policy be kept confidential. 

This message from Pehle for Hirschmann. 

STETTINIUS 

cca W.ss Chauncey, Mr. Paul, Mr. Gas~, Jf:~. White, ~. Pehl.e, 
Jlr. Luxford, IIi-. DuBois, Yr. E. N. Bernstein, Yr. Stewart, Mr. Ie88ft', 

Mr. Friedman, Kiss HQdel, llr. Poll8k1 llr. 1\uldy, Jlr • .Abl'dBmaon, 

Jlisa taughlia. 
). 

( 





EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Istanbul, December 19, 1944 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I thopght JOU might be interested in seeing the 
enclosed photographs which were taken of the vessel 
Salahattin, which carried refugees from Constanza to 
Istanbul. The three pictures will give you some idea 
of the circumstances under which these boats arrive in 
Istanbul, and the extent to which advantage is taken 
of all possible space on the boats to carry people here. 

The three photographs of the railroad cars were 
taken at the time one of the children's transports 
arrived in Istanbul, proceeding to Palestine. 

The photograph of the tram was taken outside the 
Istanbul railroad station, just as a matter of interest 
to show how the children in a group were transported 
from the railroad station to .the hotels where they were 
accommodated while awaiting onward transportation from 
Istanbul to Palestine. 

The photographs, especially those of the Salahattin, 
are strictlJ for your own use, and strictly for the records 
of the Board. They are not to be publicized. 

With kind regards, 

J. w. Pehle, Esquire 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Encls: 7 photographs. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jv_w JLJ'{l; 
J 

Herbert Katzki 
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Dear Ira: 

l wish to thank you for your letter oi' 
November 25, 1944, augr,estinJ that the l'lar Refugee 
·ooard isRue a press release on the arrival in 
faleatine of the refugees who sailed on the :c.~. 
Salah at tin. 

On reflection, it appear5 to me that it 
is now too late for such a release to be of much 
value. 

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann, 
Vica-Presiden t, 
3loomingdale 1 s, 
New York 22, N. Y. 

ft)J ~~ .~ 
VIIV ~ FH:hd ll/28/44 

SincerE!lY xours, 

/// ~,[ 



EXECUTIVE OFfiCES 

BLOOMINGDALE'S 
NE'V YORI{ ·~2 

. Novu~ber ;~rs 1944 

i•:r. John '.i. Pehle 
Executive Director 
'iiar Refugee Board. 
Treasury Buildinf, 
1/ashin~_ton 25_,_J), __ c.-

Dear John: 

I learned only by acciclent that th8 B. fl. 
Salahattin had arrived on the 6th of 
Noveraber. Having spent some r~onths on 
the job of m•essing for the debarkation 
of this s!1.iD I \'Tas 'natur&lly pleased to 
hear that it finally had arrivedisafely 
in nort, a.nrt. that the refugees had pro­
ceeded to Palestine. 

Since there is so mtch gruelling effort, 
as c'OU lmow, in [ettinf; one nf 1;hese , 
shins t:1rongh, and knowing first-hand 
that this would not be possible without 
the "ar Refugee Board I feel. strongly 
that news stories should tell the American 
people of the success of these efforts. 
a story now is lat·e; but so!'lething still 
l'lay be done with it: I aqr ·enclosing a 
suggested scri])t. · 

The real news on this vras when the 
Salahattin arrived in Turkey in OctoblJr. 
Since that is nll.ted now the story would 
havH to be built around their subseouent 
Brrival in l0alestine, and the expectation 
that other ships are still to follow. 

iah :ret 

CordiX. lJ.ly ·Y.· ·.ours 

r~~~ 
I. A. Hirschmann 

---------- -----,-~~ 

- ----==-- ·~==c. _____ _ 



Five hundred e.nd forty-seven.refugees, the first to 

be freed by Rumnnia' s breaJc vTi th Germany, have arrived· in--- -~ 

Palestine, according to 11.n ·announcement from John ~~ .Pehle, 
I 

Executive Director of the '·!aP Refugee Board ir) i·Tashine;ton./ Among 

the arrivnls 1-Tere-tuenty-four young Hungarian je'l'rs '"ho escaped 
.. ·-------·------·----------

from slave labor in the copper mines at Bor, Jugoslavia, and._. _ -
- - --- ------- . ---------=:.__ = 

Join-ed-llnrshnll Tito's forces. After perticlllpating in' several 

hntt:j.es with the Nazis, they left for Rumania vrhen that country 

brolce Hi tl! the GerliJans. 
'· 

The Turkish si1ip Salahedd1n, car.rying refugees from: 

'C.urnnnia to Turkey, encountered severe storms in the Black· Sea, 

wns blown off its course, and nearly capsized~ Passengers 
~ ~ 

included refugees from Hungary and Poland who' had. succeeded in 

reaching Rumania. Among them was It zchBlc 1-iueller, vTho left 

Poland only tvlO months ago, having bribed Axg a Ge7man officer 
his last valuable possessioli'; 

with tktxzxaxtxpl1H!!X0XB!l1UI: ,. a diamond r-ing, to carry him 

out of the Harsaw -ghetto in a mUite.ry truclc. ·, 

---------· 



AMJI:ti.BASfii 

J..ISBON 

29'71 
I( 

The cable below is WRB 1~3. 

_1>leaU dell,ver paraphrase Of the fo:Uor;,ing-message -to--- - ------c_c-

v , . / . . 

Robert l'ilpel t:rom 1-1. A. Leavitt ot Amer:i,can Jewi:dl Joint 

Distribution Oomroitteet 
/ 

~UOTE Advise Saly MaJer we authorize paJment tor 
,/ 

~- ~aladhin pat!Hlen~ers. UNQ.UOTJL i 

wiUHllliVlKG 
ll/16/~ 

__ _,. 

.. /_' 

_./ 
' 

ST~T~'INIUS 
{ AYl t ~!.YIP':) 
( (llNi~ 

. DECLASSIFIED _ . _ . 
SijlteDept. Letter, l'll-'lll · · 
BiR-ltP~iJ·n~~ SEP-18 1972 



·.I 

•, 

Fl<"'•Se deliver tne following :ressace to Hobert Pilpel froru 

fi. J,. Leavitt of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee: 

((UOTE ADVISE SilLY h\AYER f.E AUTHOI<IZE PAYt{]ilfT FOR 
SALADHDI PASSEUGERS UllQUOTE 

THIS IS WRB LISBON CABLE NO. llJ. 

Sec•;r) Abrallai'lson, ;,.c}:er,ann, Cohn, DctBo'-~, I'riedw.an,­
~:c~;r::.s.r-k_, ~·tlus 
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November 6, 1944 

Da.o_r ll.r. Lea vi ttl 

The followine :nessa;Je for you from Robert Pilpel 
wua recetv'-"' through the A,,•~•rican Legation ln Lisbon 
undar d:>te of November 31 19441 

"111. l"ur~her out" 1061 SS Sn1adhin c»r,-i,d 
a(l!'l'Oxiro.ctf3l,v ?..7'i !lungarl•mll lncludint; ~~1, ;-ecent-
ly "'ler,s.,.; from prison camp Bot•, YugoBlavia, 
ap,croxim~>tcl:r 23.2 RumtUtinns, and 60 C21eohoslovaldms. 
Group ha.J 5 children, 133 wcmen, 1.09 men, and 
en~rnindi i'or Palestine Octohlr Jl." 

""""~~, , : •• :Pe:lll• 
J, W. Pehle 

Executive Dl re ,. l.or-

M..r. M. A. Lo~rvitt, Seoretn1·y, 
American JP~ish Joint Distrtbution 

COli1lllittee 1 
270 ll!ad.tson Avenue, 
Na~< ~ork 16, ·~,.-, York. 
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Secretary of State 

\'iashin:::;ton 

3852, Third, 6 p.m. 

PLAIN 
f 
Lisbon 

Dated November 3, 194( 

Rec'd 6:19a.m., 4th. 

itfrnLroP~~ 
X ' I 

FOR LEAVITT FROL: ?IL?EL JDC 111_ WRB 2j..5, 

Further our 106 stem>Jsbi:'IJ SELAHATTIN 'carried 

aplwoxima toly 275 Hungarians including 24 recently 

released from prison ca~p Bor Yugoslavia approximately 

212 Rumanians and 60 Czechoslovakians, Group had 5 

chi l6.ron 133 vwmon 409 ;·wn and on trained fbr.•'Pal0s tine 

October 31, 

NOR'.'JEJ3 
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DCG-F7 
Tllis tElc:y:-.c,t must bE 
1.JC-l"~2-~Jl1l"'~'.S E~-t l)EfOrE bEing 

co:.umlicc.tE( to :tnyonE 
othEr tl•::'.n c. GovErnmEnt 
:~.;_,cncy. ~=;:Y.tHIQTFD}J 

;1Ec 1 d 10:27 

CONTROL COPY 
~clOl, NovEmbEr 1, 8 p.m, 
x t F~\.0, i l~ •• TL.KI 'l'O PERLE ,-Li\. ,l":l"UGEE BOi.RD. ..m::._,L 1 s 

No. 

l'ursuo.nt to thE undErst:-md~_ng bEtWEEn ;.mbo.sso.dor 

f r StEinh::-:l~dt c-.nc~ thE Turkish c.utllc-ritiES o. spEcial 

rOcilro::cc1 t:c::cin \'/O.S m•:cdE ev::cilc.iJlE for thE tro.nsporto.ticr! 

' to tilE 3T~~ien bordEr of thE ,)O.:lDEngErS of thE VESSEl 

r :::;;,I:,_;,l::.T'l':l.ii (sEE •. nko.rl'.ts 175 1 '~ctobEr 30) o.nd thE Entil~c:: 

grou!_' c~.E:-)o-.rtcd from Isto.nbul f'cl' PalEstinE en OctobEr 01. 

STEil.JH;.RDT 

EEC 

.1-U&Mf!Wu u¥ 8Tt11i 
t DIVISION OF 
r NOV 2 -1U44 
r 
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November 1, 1944 

Dear Mr. Lea vi tta 

Tl!e foJllo"i.n:;: ~c~ssa~e fo1• you from Robert Pilpel 
was received through the Amer·ice.n Legt\tion in Lhbon 
under dil. ~o o: ·)at(lbor JO, 1941. t 

11106. Gtet:nsh.'.p f>ALADI!IN ardved Istanbul 
~·rom Constanza Ootob~ 28 <"r.,·:;r.L.t!?, ;;47 of 
whoa half from Hunguy. Group proceeding 
Palestine October 30.• 

Very truly yours, 

Z. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Mr. M. A. Le·vit.t, Secretary, 
Amaricen JewiAb Joint Distributioa 

Oollllllitteo, 
270 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New Yort. 

~ 

(~ury ll/1/44 



JlJ.I-467 1944 OCT 3/ AM 11 -~A.L 
Li_";"·bon 

CC/· .. ~;c,;".:.,,' !ON$ 
A;~u RECG!\OS Dated October 30, 194 1~ 

( LIAISOrf) Rec' i 6:2G a.m., 31st, 

Secretary of State 

1.-: e.shi nr·: to.1 

3301, T:J.irtieth, 
y ( r' 

FOR L::;1.VIT'l' FROJ.I PILP:SL JuG 106 mB 240, 
X 

r' 
Steans.lip SALADIIIN arrived Ista:Jb·J.l from Costanza 

October 28 carryinc- 547 of v1han half :Ore. m Hun[~al'Y• Group 

)1roceeO.inG :'alestine October 30. 

~,---



-~DEPA~;MENT - L'_ ·_) INCOMINt-~~)1(~-~~~ 
lffiQ 304 TI="LEG -~-,~~a - COMMUNICATIONS 

STATIJ'l1i~ tel ram must 'blr' li'A'M AND RECORDS 
paraphrased before being Dated October 30 1 1944 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. ~FSTJiliQi'l!IBr) 

Secretary of State, 

\>lashington. 
! 
f 

2079, Oc'tc.ber 30, 2 ~ .. m. ;>;1 
~ I ~ 

FROM KATZiCI FOR PEHL~ WAlt~ _RE~GEE' B0f,.RD 

.ANKARA NUMBER 11b . : ' -· ' 
( 

The Turkish motor vessel SALAHATTIN arrived in 

Isti:\nbul on October 29 carrying 547 passengers pro­

ceeding to Palestine fro111 Rumania, Preliminary in­

formation indicates that the group comprises 409 

' men, 133 women and 5'ohildren. Refugees from Hungary 
I . 

1vho succeeded in entering Rumania make up the 

majority of the passengers, including 24 Hungarians 

who were liberated from the~ labor .D):I,ne at B,or, 

Yugoslavia. It is planned that the emigl:'a~;t;s pro­

ceed by railroad from Istanbul to Palestine_ l;'i thin 

the next few days under the~general agreement be-
;![ 

tween the Ambassador and the Turkish Foreign O~fioe. 

Hirsohmann 1 s reports p~ovide information regarding· 
.r • _,-,~·;-

the 'assurano'€~:' 
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j. 

I , 
/ 

-2- #2079, October 30, 2 p.m., from Ankara 

the assurances given the Ambassador by the Fore:6n 

Office which we refer to here as the general agree-

\, 
I 

ment. The foregoing is for your information. 

Additional material will be sent by pouch. 

STEINHARDT 

ivTD 

- ' 

, tel . , : :: .:' vv 
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tONlROl coe~ 
CORRECTif\N 

FMH NovEmbEr 3, 1944 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
agEncy. (~~e~~lQ~eB~ 

R~ from Ankara dotEd OctobEr 30~ p.m. 

On pngE onE linE ElEvEn plEasE dElEtE 11 fourth
11 

and 

insErt "forc::Ed11 making linE rEad 11 who wErE libEratEd 

from thE forcEd labor minE at Bor, 11
• 

MJF 

CorrEction from Embassy, Ankara. 
~ 

DIVIi:>IllN OF COMMUNICATIOI~;t> AND RECORDS 


