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BLOOMINGDALKE'S
NEW YORK 22

EAECUTIVE OFFICES

October 24, 1944

ir, John VW, Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
vashington 25, D, C,

Dear John:

I found among my papers the enclosed

letter which, for reasons of expedition,
. I felt it desirable not to put into

the mail at the time, and to bring to

you directly,

Cordially yours

//
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Ankara, October 4, 1944

Dear John:

’ e
Mr. Joseph Klarman, representative of the Revisionist
movement of Palestine and correspondent of the Revisionist
paper "Hamashkif", Tel-Aviv, the "Jewish Telegraphlc Agency"
of London, the "Jewish Times" of London, and the "Jewish
Herald" of Johannesburg, employed his imagination and wrote
the statement bselow which appeared in the "Hamashkif' of
September 13 and probably in the other papers listed above:

"Mr. I. Hirschmann, representative of the WRR to [
Purkey disclosed in the mlddle of August that it o T T
was his oplnion that emigration from Balkaen countries
1ls not necessary any longer. Wlith a liberated
Bulgarla and Rumania 1t is evident that the only
function of the WRB wlll consist in pressure to be
put on the respective govermments, including the
. Hungarians, to improve conditions for Jews in their
countries,

"This change in Mr. Hirschmenn's policy means that
instead of efforts to save Hungarian, Rumenian and
Bulgarian Jews and refugees in these countries, they
wlll have to stay there and walt for the results

of his endeavor to obtain for them equdl rights,."

Since 1t 1s a complete distortion of the truth and a
mlarepresentatlion of the policy of the Board, and in view
of the fact that 1t 1s entirely probable that such a statement
w1lll be or has been picked up by other papers here or in the
United States|for republication, I have issued the enclosed
affirmative statement covering the Board's policy with
respect to 1ts program from its heddquarters in Turkey.

I deemed 1t desirable that you should be informed about
this.
Cordlally yours,

Hifschmann
pecial Attaché

J. W, Pehle, Esquire
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington 25, D, C,

Enecl,
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in ¢ stetemant lssu«d todey by dre Ira ~. :drschmann,

)¢tel - oor -s-entetive In rturksy of oy ar sstugoe Soard of tho
Jnitd wbobes, norocelTirmed the solic, of tihs oard, stating:
Tie lmoortont noliticel end wmilitory cvsats which have
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tiomably served Lo elr itho condition of tne stricksn Taws and

ot o tinoritiss In btros: countriss. Littls i{s inown, as yok,

of th  concitiong of i Javisl pooulations in thase countri s
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whe s:0vsvad so sor 1y in ths last few yasors, butbt the revocation

laws In Bulgarlae, Inltiat«d by the %ar iwefugse

sanov Gov .rnront, anc tha catsgoricsl reine-

rights or ell citizans In iumanla, in thoe new

sistic s eprsament, $1121 un~u:-stlonsbly nrovide the basis for

Lhrss 2ows Lo ¢ -:obabllis’ thome lvos eBs oitizons in thair own
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oubtodly, thers will be 2 difficult, convulsive

psriwu'in v ic. ti:o Jawlish citizens #1111 r:suire a&ll ﬁhékhzlp
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glng, we hopq, t;¢ sventusl return to
a naw nommal lils Tor Lrs Jewiash citiééns in thass countriass,
#0 not in the alirhtest depree slber the voliey of the bar
fafugs  cosrd &5 s=t fortn by iresidsnt scossvslt in his order
of Januar; 22, 1644, Th> rescus of 2ll eitizens in dangér of
dsati, whonver t-ey ars and wherevsr they ars, will:be aided
by thu rspresentativass of_tuis Boasrd, 1t israssumad thet the
concdltions in dulgarle snd Fumanis have been amsliorsastsd to s .

point #hurs thers is little dengsr of saunihilation from the
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Istanbul, 21.9.1944

Undar £he headline 'hadlcal cnange in oollcy of Lhe Vier

tefugee BQara ranorts thm HuVlSlonlSU paper . ”Haxash&lf”' R

e, l. nlrschmann, raprGS)ntatlve OL:

to Lur&ey B e

aisclo sed in thet mlocTe oi August, LnaL it wag hlS oplnlon, Lhut

smig_ ation. fvom Balkan couvtr S

only functlon of -the qu w1il con41st 1n bressuve bO be out on

tha r>snoct1v~ povafnmwnto, 1n01ud1n0 the dunrqudnu, to improvs

conQ1Llons for Je WS 1n thelv countrlg

E

1s change-in &

ll-ll

. nlrschmann's DOlle mnans, that 1notead

of fforts to save: ﬁun&arlan, ﬂuxanlan and Sulaf 1an Jews and

Ve shall be‘dellghted to: pubiisn,an,aufhorizédréfatement in

the Palestlne Dress.rb, e ¥ e Ll
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«~nkara, September’ 29, 1944

T0 TEX AVBAZSLDOR:

e Nl de

wttached ‘1e the Summery Report which T have written:

&t your suggestion to teke baok with me to the United

States, .fter you bhave edited it I should appreciate it~

if you would direct someone to copy it for hektograph

g0 thet it can be complete for our signstures snd reedy

for me to talcsr along with me on Wiednesday morning,

I. A, Hirschménn




Pl

ankere, October 4, 1944 - e e

Lutject: Forwarding summary revort from
ir., Ira ~. Eirsehmann, Representative . ,
of the war kefugee bosrd, to kr, John )
Pehle, ixecutive Director of the
«war Refugee Board.

The l.onorable . .
The Szeretary of State, i - '”
Washington. :

hove the honor to forward herewlth a -summary-revort. . . e
cpom r. Ire 4. Birschmann, Reprecsentative of the War. - ... . R
Refugzee Board, to Mr., John Pehle, Zxecutive Director of ... . — - .- 02 =0
ths viar Refugee Board, Washington, covering efforts made ™ -
by kr. Eirschrnann end the zmbeassy to rescue oppressed
mirorities from axis-cccupied Zurope, :

-

Respectfully yours,

pelocure:
Tenort e gescribed.
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" ankara, Turkey -
October 4, 1944

Mr, John W. Pehle, Ixecutive Director
vwar Kefugee Board
YJashington

Deer kr. Pehle: L o e

The following is a swmmary of the operations of the War
Kefugee board in Turkey from the date of my second incumbenecy,

June 18, until my aeparture on October 4, 1944, Most of the

muterial condensed herein has been fully elaborated in my
report dispetched to you by smbassador Steinhardt on September . T TR
11, but I deem it desireble to offer a resume of the Board's
operations in a final report, which includes the ag?ivip;ééw“ - :‘,:;,.W

in Turikey up to and including October 4, immediately prior to

ny departure for the United States,

l. Joel Brandt.

Following my interview of Joel Brandt in Cairo,_a,repgfﬁ'
was submitted to smbassador Steinhardt and dispatched to you
Lodalt fo o
on July 3, covering Brendt's rapresentatlone~én Turkey and

7#h€feﬁ§¢ef~iﬁ-0&lr0. No further action WaS taken in thls

matter, following the receipt of telegrams of 1nstruct10n from
the Department. . : - . . '

2, Coordination of Organigational Activifies in Istenbul.

Due to the influx in Turkey Qf nﬁmﬁers of‘gebresentativeé,
of various relief and rescue égencies, a;situgtibn had.ariSéﬁ”ﬁ
which resulted in confusion, overlapping ofkeffOrts, éﬁbarraSsé
ment to smmbessador Steinhardt, and an ﬁnfavorable rédétion in. .o i
the Turkish Foreign Office., At Ambassador Stelnhardt's inltlatlve, 7

a single overall committee was organlzed whlch 1ncludesr

T DECLASS]’FTED :
-Btate Dept. Liter, ?1 3

3 : BYVR‘II:PEI;:; Siie “>L")l8 7”7'




ey

L eprecentatives of all interested agencies in Turkey. This - "
cermittee hus nct on -gewygral occasions, for the purpose of
interckanging informetion,

Ir addition, a small working committée, which includes
the lcading representatives of the most active orgenizations
here, wes estebllished .to deal with da&ato—day problems. Both
cormmittees were established unéer jlar Refugee.Board leadership, : -
and continue to sct under our direction. This procedure’
resulted in the concentration znd definition of the activities

of the various orzanizations, tnd nlaced the Uonsulate im

Ictanbul und the drbdazsy in Ankere in a more effective position
t5 1lznd their ais and influence to the rescue work recorded = or— oot

tercinsfter. st the seme time, it added-to the effective

liaison znd cooperation of the imbassy wit@wthéﬂfgrgigthéggién T F i

o+

Difice in heseimatters.
3o huumania,
L, Two informal conferences with Mr. Alexandef'CretZiahu,
Rumanian Minigter to Ankara, led to the following;rééults:,
(1) The Rumanien Government, and pafficularly.Mahai

Antonescu, Rumanien Vice Pre51den’y01 the Coun01l ‘of Ministers, : i

wes informed again of the outraged Oplnlon in he United States

with respect to the treatment by ﬁuﬁania ofrthp miﬁorities .

and Jewish citizens in that country.' hs the result of ourm

rspresentations and the stated de51re of the Rumanlan Govern-

ment to win some measure of good-w1ll 1n the Unlted States,

it became apparent that a relatlvely more humane app;;;ch té

the problems of the Jewish Deonle in Rumanla ‘was resulting;
{2) In connection with the foregoing, Mr.- Crpt21anu

was helpful on several occa51ons “in securlng 1nformat10n for

me relating to Jewish affairs 1n Rumania. Impejus wasﬁglven




~entered Rumania with the tacit consent of the Rumenian Govern-

B

to the general reiéxglion of strictures against the Jews, - s e
Triz abatement manifested 1tself in a willingness wnd per- .
mission on the part of the Rumanian Government to condone - | .

the clandestine entry into Rumania‘qf‘refugees coming from

Lungary, and to grant transit facilities to Hungarlan refugees.,

It was reported thet approximsastely 3500 to 4000 Kungarians

ment during this period, in spite of an official ediet. 1°sucd

by Baron von Xillinger, German ¥inister to Ruman1a—(sxnce

deceased) to exescute any refugees who have succeeded in

escaping from Hungary into Rumania,
B, Wwithout the strong representations ofrhmbdssador . -

Steinbardt, the War Refugee Board would not have bebn\able o
to succeed in its operations in bringing 267@ persons. who
arrived in Istanbul by sea from Rumanisa durinéhfhs period

of Januery-iugust, 1944. These refugees arrived without
Turkish'tr;hsit}visas. Such visas were issued’;p—them upon

their arrival, enabling them.t:"ontinue thelr emigratlon

without delay to Palestine, Par of the arrangement made by
the Aﬁbassador with the>Tdrkish:Ministry of Cémmunieations
resulted in the provislon of special tralns t0: transport
these refugees from Istanbul to the Syrian bordera o

“Ce In the instance orytheﬁMefkura disgster,rtherTurkish
Foreign Office instructed the Turkifn Red’Cresoent'to céré'm"~' R
for the safe arrival of ths Mefkura survivors: end the Bulbul
passengers, who were oenuitted to proceed overland from Igneada
to Istanbul under Foreign Office and Red Crescent auspices
and protection., In view.of the apparent dangers 1urk1ng in

the Black Sea, it was essentlal that the passengers of the ’




—4-

BUlbHll were ot exposed'to further dangers of sea trahsport,
and were provided with the m®ans for their removal to‘Istantul
by land. :

D. Preliminary steps were taken to secure perﬁission to
dispateh Turkish passenger vessels to Constanza for the
evacuetion of refugees from Rumanie; The change in the political
scene during early iugust, especizlly the‘Turkish-German
diplomatic break, brought.this initiative to a halte
4. Bulgaria.

i, Jewish population in Bulgaris. There areigbput,”,//f

45,000 Jews in Bulgaria, " About 12,000 to 14,000 Jews have

been deported, mostly from Thrace and Macedonia,

B. The exchange of Jewish Refugses for Germaﬁ'Netionels;if'
on July 6, 1944 an exchange of 113 Germans for 283 —‘.I—ewbils—l;?l; :
refugees took place in Istanbul, under the auspicés of the
Turkish Red Crescent. The 283 Jewish refugees were"éhoéen
by the Gestapo from a list submitted by the Jewish Agenby. Ve

are informed that ‘there are three to four thousand suphgex—

change certificates still outstanding,.

C, Rescus by land from Bulgafri 408 persons, 1ncluding

4% children under the chlldren s scheme, entered Tu {ey from

Bulgaria during the first six months of 1944. The Turkish’

Fo 21 Offlce, at the intervention of the British and Amerlcaﬂ

;mbd551es, agreed to admlt all refugeee~t;‘e£ter Turkey in 7 ¢ T

transit to Palestine. . AN éi' :”Wﬁ,,Ti,rl , S emee ]
D, Severel informal conferences were érranéed thfough '

Simond of the International Red . Cross with hon81eur Balabanoff

Bulgarian Minister to Ankara. The apparent de51re of the— :

Bulgarian (Bagryanov) Government to w1n the good—w1ll of the

american people at that time and the’ ‘obvious impediments Y



D ) . = ft? .

the way of sea-tram®port of Jewish refugees from Bulgaria, R .
suggesled the possibllity of saving the JTewish population
within Bulgaris, instead of continuing the svoradic efferts
to bring out a relatively few victims,

With the ald of imbassador Stéihhardt, Balabanoff was
pressed during these conversatioﬁs and through the intervention
of other intermediaries to the elimination of the Bulgarian

anti-Jewish laws and the immediate, complete reinstatement of

the Bulgarian Jew1sh population to its former;rlghts and

libertles° These views were placed before the Bagryanov

Government, Altrough it was reported at one timéyrthrouéh,f,;

most reliable source, that this question would be considered

secondary to the major ones under dlscu851on77at~the specialif"i:
convocation of Parliament on August 17 we succeeded in harlng

the guestion included on the agenda, On nugust 28 the famed
Ilrenberg anti-Jewish laws were formally w1thdrawn. Thls
constituted the first revocation of anti-Jewish’iegislatiqn 7

by any axis country or satellite, since thernefariOUS eampaigns

preceding and follewing the wa

During the conversations above-mentioned;,a statement

in writing was securedAfrom Balabanoff settlng forth.that
the Lagryanov Government was categorlcally onnosed to the antl— ' é
Jew1qh activities of the precedlng Bulvarian government ; and

promising thsat steps would be taken to annul'the anti—Jerﬂh Lo s T

laws at the rfirst opportunity, - Perm1°s1on to- Dubllsh this

‘statement was also later, secured from,Balabqnoff. : : ; '4%

E. The steps in principle taken by’ the Bagryanov Govern— :
ment in connectlon with the reinstatement of the Jew1 sh, Bulgarian-

population were 1mplemented and enforced’ by'the sueceeding_
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Sulsaricn Governments. Of September 22 the present Georgleff

SJovarrment issued the statenent queoted below, in the radio

and prese ’ ;:
"(1), The sulcurisn Government takes a positive attitude

regarding the establichment of achwish‘State in Palestine,
"(z). Tre Zulgarien ¢ ozﬂrLﬁent fas no objeéctinn and will

ruke no difficulties for troce Jews wio wich to emigrete to

atine, =megpurding than as Lulcarien citizens who énjoy

full richts, th: Jovernment will reguire of them_merely that

~ply witlh all laws oT regulations obligatory for nll

citizens of ithe country.

(3} The Government hss annulled all’gxc;§s§y§”¥9W§'off
enti-Jowish c?;ruoﬁer, Such an exclusive law wes thax;estub——
liehineg & surtax to the extent of 20 to 2b54per cept of the

value of all dowizh nroperty. This tax, belng the résult of
= ) [

discriminatory against the Jews. .The exceés

0]

& vizisuz law, wa
amournt will now #be returned, but because of Bu1gar1a's aif-

ficult financisal situation, such -amount will be transferred

irrto a etete loan of definite maturiiy.

"(s), The Jews now algoj full equality of;

1live under ths veme conditions and in freedom &8 do®other

sulzerian nationals,

“The following procedure will %e applied t: the prdperty
felsely sold and confiscated: : * l N S -
"Pronerty, firm rights, and othérfassétS'spill'QWﬁééfgy

the State will be returned to the Jevws. There wiil}femainc
to be settled tke question of aséets about wﬁidh 1éga1—obiigé— ;
tions have arisen between the State and prlvate 1nterest that

is, where property or firm rights have been transferred to

third parties, or where other 6bligatory ;elationS'have—been
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created during the course of the last few Veers. The -
solution of th;g mroblem is a question of time., The Govern-

7 meﬁt will find the means to solve it in such fashion as rot

to disturb the truditional friendshib and mutual understanding

between bulgarians and Jews, The Government is being assisted

in thie matter by Jewish people who have confidence in it,

The Government will solve the problem in accordance with na-

-tional relations between a democratic State and its citizens,
"In cases where fictitious property transfers have been

made by Jews to Bulgurlans, such property will be automatlcally

returned to its lawful owner, In cases of fraudulent trans-

fers, tke public authoritiss will make- investigatlons and WilliT

proceed in favor of the injured party." T B

o

Fo On sugust 283, agreement and permi Lon. were-secured LI
- B B \\77 .
for the Bulgerian vessels Vita and,gl;lg—to make several voyages

to carry refugees from Bulgaria to Istanbul;+‘The realization
of this scheme was interrupted by political,evéhts‘in the
Balkens.; Ultimately, the Vita was sunk,'repoftedly"pn,ﬁugust

24, while en route from Baltehik, Bulgaﬁia, to,Bdféas, to

embark passengers at the lat%'f port,r The voyage of the Pirin

is now uncertsain. Thus far, @all emigraﬁioﬂ from Bulgarie has'

taken place via raiifead;

5. _Hungary.

Ao A flow of refugee emlgration from Hunoary gave promlse
of fulfillment 8s a result of the;nronouncement ‘of Regent.
Borthy on July 18, 1944, © It stated that Jew1sh Deople 1n

certain categories and under certain llmltlng condltlons were

to be:permitted to emlgrate to Palestﬁ e Sweden, and elsewhere. o %

The Board assisted the Swiss Legatlon 1n+Ankgra in the
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arrangement for 2200 pgpole to have all of their documents

put in order for emlgration to Palestine., Transit through
Rumanie and Turkey had previously been afranged for them by
the American smbassy., Bulgarian transit vises were also in
tke process of obtention. The Rumanian Government, through
Cretzianu, hed agreed, in priﬂciple,'at our request, to permit
the Iungarian refugees to remain in Rumania for a brief per-
icd, until transportation could be arrenged. Meanwhile,

irvestigations were made as to the feasibility of transport-

ing the refugees from Budapest vias Bulgaria to Istanbul
(Transylvania had become & scene of Russian military operations)i— rm=rr e

a8 result of Nazi interference none of the Hungarian refugees

to date have besn permitted to 1eave by this route.: - :~¢

e . T

B, Through Simond's intervention, an informal and con-
fidentiial interview was held”with Baron Thierry, Gounselor of
the Hungarian Embassy in ankara, 4 broadening Qf the cate-
gories of Eungarian Jewish people Who might be perﬁitted'to

lcave Eungery was sought. Baron Thlerry informed me at that : i

time (august 8) that it would be ‘8

dVlsable, before requestlng . .

further concessions, to determlne whether the

contained in the decree could succeed. He expre?sed some .
skepticism regarding the pr&ctlcablllty of Regent Horthy's plan. . ,é

C, 4 small but steady stream of Jew1sh emlnratlon ‘had

o

a

i

» teking place cldndﬁstlnely from Pqngary 1nto Ruman1a.

o]

=3

I:tis required the development of complicated but secure under-

ground agencies. It is estimated that '3500. to 4000 persons

entered Rumania in this manner.: Several huhdred of them have

already reached Palestine, via the Turklsh3boats saillng
from Constanz&a., The Rumanian authorltles, thouOh aware of thls

movenment, did not interfere w1th:it. ) - SRR ) . : e
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There hes been a sporadic movement, which we have

encouraged, of refuzees from Greece 1o Torkey by sea; This
has +taken place on a more or less informal basis, as oppor=-
tunity afforded. Neverth?less, oince October, 1943 approx-
imately- 900 Greek refugees have.entared Turkey in this manner, o - '77?'~
ond with the aid of the Turkish suthorities have been expedited

to Palestine. Inguiry disclosed that this movement from

Grzces mizht be accelerated and augmented if the Turklsh

authorities woula be w1lling to designate a specisl base from
which refugee rescue operatlons might be speclficallj unders T s S

taxen, At our request the Embassy, dlacuqsed the mattar w1th S

~ the Turkish Foreign Office, which agreed to- issue the ‘neces sary,,,,'f

e

instructions, With this as=urance;»inqu1ry 1nto the practléﬁ‘

cability of establishing a buSS was made Dby Bhtzkl at Izmir.
. Informed opinion there was that the establlshment of -a-specisal

base in Turkey at this time’to direct the evacuatlon of

o

refugees from Greece 1s not feasible because of 1ndications

o? early evacuation of Greece by the Germans.r Tt

7. Turkey.

Reference has been made prev1ously to jhe cooperation

of the Turkish Foreign Offihe in 1°su1ng Turkish tran51t visas
to refugees who entered the ‘country by sea° A number of other
proposals were made to the Turkish Forelgn Offlce by the S
American FEmbassy, the British Embassy, and both Emba531es

jointly, in which the cooperatlon and73851stance of the ?oreign

Office was requested for the purposer T expandlng rescue

activities from Hungery, Rumenia and Bulgarla. In order to

consolidate in an overall agreement the varlous understandlngs

with the Foreign Offlce, it was agreed that the Mlnlstry of
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?or?ign «ffairs woul% %§sua Turkish transit visas to any
number 6f Jews who might apply for them at the Turkish
Consulate in Sudapest, who weré'in posseésion of any one'éf
four different documents, as enumerated.in the agreement,
Similar instructions were to be sentfto the Turkish Consulates
in Constanza and Burgas, authérizing them to issue up to 400
viees betwesn them every ten days to applicants, bearers of

similar documents, A4t first, the Turkish Foreign 0ffice

desired to limit entry into Turkey_from Rumania.:and Bulgaria

to persons arrivingrﬁy ship;rbut this was subsequenfly amended
to include rail tfansportation, until such time as 1t couldfgi*;:?f=f~Wf<%~ R
be demonstrated that voyages by sea could be made with; some e
degree of regularity. The Foreign Offiéegglsoigﬁﬁér@qék,iéw7
reguest the Hinistry of the Interior to admit into TQEEE;“‘
without delay and without reference 1o Ankara,ény ﬁersbns
arriving st Turkey's lend borders without Turkish visas, pio;
vided such persons were in possession of one.ofryhéifourftybés
of documents referred to above. ' :

This broad concession on tbe pdrt of the ‘Turkish Foreign ’ R

1

Office can be attributed also to & ae51re on the part of the

Turkish authorities to cooperate w1th the Unlte States

Government program in the work under the aegls of the War
(‘a{f/(rv/ 'C S
Kefugee Board and to the confldencefln whlch 1t Ambassador
Steinhardt. : AT 7 -

8. United States Vlsa Instructlons. 5

Instructions have been recelved by the American Consulate
General in Istanbul, as a result of War Refugee Board dlS-/
cussions with the State Department, uuthorizing the 1°suance

of United States visas for Which adv1sory‘approval,hadkbgen o ) : b
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Jrantgd subsequent totguly 1, 1941, or the renewal of visas
actually issued since that date, but which have expired.
These instructions applied to visa applicants in iAxis or . . -
AXxis-dominated countries, and were to be icssued under certaih
circumstances end conditions. ‘They were subsequently amended

to include specified close relatives of .merican citi%ens ‘
or of zliens legally admitted into the United 3States. The : ’ ) B

Turkish Forcizn Office has been informed thereof, in connec-

tion with tre issuance of Turkish transit visas, and euch N T

prospzetive visa~holders have been included among the cate-

gories of persons to whom the Foreign Office instructions,— -—
reletive to the igsuance of Turkish transit visas réﬁerredrto
wtbove, avply. Developments in the Balkans, un to the preQent

time, heve precluded any substantial activ1ty to 1mpléﬁén1rthe~4~~—~ e

intent of . the State Department's instructions,

e
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“he rapid und radical political and military changes
in the Balkans since the capitulation of the Rumdnian - ' . )
Government on nugust 23, 1944 has fundamentally altered the V
rossibilities of rescue through Turkey, It was hoped, when
Rumenie and Bulgaria beceme "liberédted areas", thatAaccessﬂ
to these countries would be avallable without too much delsy,
and tkhat information regafding the precise status of the

victimized populations of their own countfies, and those who -

hed immigrated to them, would be available, For reasons well

justified such has not been the case. e S
Rumania hes become & field of militery Qperations. ,Atﬂ

the present writing, sporadic fighting is continuing in Transyl-

venig, which promises to become & major battle~line of théf\\*““"*"W“**W""
Ruesians. Tor the present, this has sealed up the poSsibilities

of emigration from Hungary through Rumania., o information

has been forthcomigg from Rumanis, except an occqsiona}*

letter from Zissu,‘represeﬁting theijewishvhgency,'aﬂd

Filderman, of the Joint Distribution Cémmittéef Filderman -5
has urgently rsquested basic supplieskzér an impoverished

Jewish population., Since the' Board's definitionrd? r activi- e
ties precludss relief work, we have'n?t pursugd:an& e}fOrtsx

in this direction, although nmbassgdo% Steinﬁardféis aiding;

at the approved time, the efforts-of ?assmag,ithé:?épresentative
of the Joint Distribution.CommitteeQIto ent;r Ruméﬁia7éhd'””%t
Bulgaria for the purpose of surveying the si;uatidh for the

purpose of introducing relief operations..




i

- Iy Eulsoria, a few pewspuper correspondents and
irforral revresentatives of Palestine agencles succeeded
ir arriving in Sofia., Thsy renorted & city; formerly popu-
lated by 300,000 people, reduced to a skeleton of some
45,000, The promize of the Sagryanov Zovernment to the
wmbesey wnd the War lefusees board to revoke the.anti-Jewish
laws wes kept by the Seorgleff Government, In addition, the -

rirhts wnd properties of the Jewish population are being
e -

rzstored us repidly s poseible, undsr fairly chaotic con-. T

Undsr trz above circumstancee; it
inz thot the me jor prozram of the war

[}

through Turkey, is coneludinz. There

1oreticne in Bulgaria, humanis and also Eung&ry

wier ths latter is liberated., The possibility of any further :

appzers to be playing a dominant role, and in which our ‘efforts ; :

must be i'idad entirely by the repre’entation of misslons

in Dulgarie and Rumania and, it is hoped, eventually Purgarj.

Conclu51ons.
&S ouserved in my two previous reports, the estab11sh—
mwent of the Wwar Hefucee Board and the dls@atch of representatives

to Turkey working with the sympathetic and resourceful gid

~mbassador Steinhardt resulted in the rescue of thousands

Hh

[e]

of refugees who were admitted into Palestlne. Itvis doubtful

if these refugees would have been permitted td'enter'Turkey
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VaDd pfoceea to Palestine without the operations of the
arbussedor and the Doard representatives on the scene in . -
Turkey. It beears repetition thaet it 1is regrettable that
tre sourd, which bus demonstrated its vitality and the
success of its operations, wus not created a year or twofﬁm.

“here is no doubt from the evidence at hand that additional
thousands of refugees could have been saved,

It is evident that the mere exlstence of the Board and: : =

its representatives in Turkey acted as a catalytic agent in
spurring the morale of the destitute and terrorized citizens_ —— -
i1 the Balkans, who had reached a low ebb of existenbe; It -

is consistently renorted by numbers of refugees who' hagd- - -

corme through Turzey that the existence of Eﬁé’B¢AE&%£HE”tﬁéi;‘lWw;;a‘;rﬁb,,__ﬁ";;”
work by the wmsmbassy in Turkey was known throughbuy the Balkans,
and thet it provided for the victims a ray of hope which
resulted in lifting their own morale and an eleventhfpohr
self—sustaining‘foort on their own‘bart.‘ In retrdéﬁect, and
as a nrecedent, the establishment of?the“WEriRefugéé Boardrﬁ
cen be viewed as a sharp and vita}i;@ig inst}umepévfér'reSdue

ir the face of tbe meéhanréms brought to beé: ip

against non-participating, innocentipopqlat@oné.

The example is cited of thq.ab;naonmeﬁfrofgihe disgase—
ridéen Trapsnistrian cemp, thrdugh>fhe iqgtiative of tﬁé'Board
with Cretzianu, in March, 1944, Severgltfhougand'of'thé N
children released from this camﬁ have péssed through Turkey

into Palestine.
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P o The final phase of the Board's program in establishing

- & supplementary Brozrem of saving the populations within SN

their own country, instead of attempting the sporadic rescue
of small groups during the closing days of the war sh;ﬁid
ulso be emphasized, While there is reason to believe that
the anti-dewish laws ingBulgarié,Hfor example, would have been ] ' 7 ::Ti
revoked at some stage 1ﬁ the libefatiohvof these countries
after their capitulation, it is stated on high authority from

the Bulgerlans themselves that the Jewish question was con-

w

idered an incidental one, and wae to be treated et : T

convenient later hour. It is believed that every day in whic

the 45,000 reinstated Bulgarian Jewish citizens were giﬁén

back their freedom is a day .won for freedom.. .

Finally, as a blue-print for*péace;*fhé”irecgéggjf§§f"7'i7_

tablished by Bulgarils in making its first bold and drasmatic
steps in the direction of the freeing of thé firstfvictims of
the war, the Jewish population, is one that may not be lost

in the fall of the other satellites, and in“Germany itself.

Respecﬁfﬂlly:submitped, s e

Ira A, Hirschmann
Attache
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’ lstanbuly, Brd.e oeﬁ%emeef l

v/ . :
ar. fra .o 2icschaann o - . . - -
ssgeial avtacné
war aciugee woard
dusnington.

Desr wre dirs ¢hnu,n,

leuve for nasningtoh and-;

situution. True, the

@ilit&ry;r)d pollulcal lleld chdnb

or the other country arc. out of'tne w;r} Jou were Wi ncss to~the

culimination of & tusic, torminutci'in'théASfrict senSe of -rescue,

with"fhc"re tgnrat13n of7all. rights to “the onressea 1n’bulgaria{

The tenseness,of the Jtu tlon Wth moved; those

h01r1¢1ca by tne lﬂﬂLJaﬂ trcatmnnt OL hedlplecs Y tlns, to its very

depths; which glompucd the creuulon OL tue V soard -for. an
of ‘nopé of

rou first faced

By

voilse-

At the chtlng to dQJ, the last befor

i
H

ture, somé'of us toox occus 1on each Lrom,n1",wn D01nt of v1ew, tp,
express tnc need and to 1mpres< upon you _the urgencJ of eAplorlng

‘frescuo of brohon and ahattered

'11 hdyb ior the Tull regllsatlon o)

'1ives, o1 uomcless'oeople,rpf rameless’orp ax‘; btlll 1n conccntra—

tion= camps, stlll'cxposcd'to tneiuhroat of depbrtatioh;~ﬂlearly'the

your depar;
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. . ; by .
ressuc o those ~-who are threatened wvathi-their Tives is, in @ seénse, . 7 T
ali Clide ; i S - K
cubstunding in the offort of rescue'dirécted from and through

surgey to —uwlestine, nowever, &nd in its complbxity by itS‘VCTy,hﬂture,

made more uompicx by the umltltuuc of . orbanluat1ons onbabed 1n “tho work

by 1imitca means or phy31cul 1301L1t103, wai the uanulvocal defanltlon

0i thu Jub .niu5e9=Joard oi résecue to doply o all who are ‘in danger,

thus dloolpatlno fears - und doubts.

tub necessaxry unifieﬂtion and coordln blon oi tnc ef¢ort.an1° prlnclple

o “‘”*tnv‘uxtrmatn*rethzn tc

Since the terms of. references of'thefW.R,B.f@oVnéquOrrespond
'any~longer~tOvthe~ﬂew~situationa~&oesmitwmeanmthét the'tasks“of the
« board have blrcudJ been. fulfillad and ‘the reasons for its  exis tencé exX~

FE t
i, hausted ?

In Roumania, not all anti-Jewis] laﬁsihave; as yet, been

abolished. ~The'Waitin"?rooms ot phylbntrop1c 1nut1tut1on there,are

now, MoOTe tngn evur. Orouded w1th.deu1 peoule, hose- okiutence nad

been rulned and’ ulth no otner dlternative than living on

! B SR
charity.- Uprooted‘refugceu Lrom ﬁuCOV1nd and other former ﬂumanlan
[

provinces. are quelng at “the aoors of Lalbdtlne >m15rat10n olflces ‘through~

]

out Roumanla‘. eiqgeeg from 4ungarj and “oldnd are 1o"ter1nn éVdrywncre
V'Q

pale and: hung

y, haunted from street to treet anu posqe bed b{ tne con-

o
stant fear of b61nb thpde 4nd asked for a po sport thev not pousess aﬂd

do
for &n audre 58 tney not: nave. Thousands of orpnan chlldren from fo;mer

Lransnlstrla anu otner btdrvatlon camps are wanuering ubout,~name1e

“ _ abaudoned an drlvon au athhlng by thc 1nstlct of Subblstlng:at &ny

! g to another.'

price, ehang1ng'from»one wayfoi,dog—

- ' Vow— a3 Lo uul5ar1a. In Iact "hat good ha“ it done to tne

- Jewu tnere that all rlghts havc been de Jure, regtored £6° thcm 7 o/
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Phe 2.V Jews whwo in aay 1943 have bcen eypcllod from otla and scatter- T T T

ed over zo places of conccntrution, how will they be dble Lo rooovertﬂ“lr R Y

nousZes, businessess and weans ol existcnée, morely on” tho bas1s and

strength of tne governuents order that cvorytv1ng plun e;cd  '0ropr1atcu

or purcuaated in public auction d“ring tnc;iauf tuo yeurs,'vdn bc rcclulm—

“Lawb oi this Klﬂa, by meduo of wnlch

g¢d without furt1 LOamhlltle

& wovernment tn(t ournuo_ tuall has no-funds.is trJlng to hlrk from

(e LLg)JﬂuhLlll ¥ ani Labk'o" fE—

life, ~ould not thuv )erhupb vrir S fric-

tions Lotween ueus, c1u1m1n5 tnezr prorelty uack on onc hand @nd ﬁulg':i:

Tluﬂb, o huve, ;C*Tétﬁrn it, on tue -0 5hOT % ;njornaulon regelvcu,irom

tatives in

. .v T . B . . . 3 \\
preveiling there auong the rcturnlnw Jens w1th no~rooi ovcr thelr
LoLds, with no wmeans to ub 1\t ony wiﬁlout tnc u11bhte°t 1dea a to
now to start agsin eurninggsbmc bread fo one s wife anu unlldzbn, ‘nor-

us to wherefrom to obtai@,somg Clo ﬂlﬂb to uh1eld “them Iron u7ld "ht

4

now on ‘tnu ture snold of winter. = tnls 1 how most uuluarlan Jevg Ntanu .

row, wuile the wewst of tne countr ib Jublld",.1tn Joy over - tne. llbera— R

tion from tyranny. frue, the uovarnment is PL mising, - Jlno—'ely—and in

ngchemes

good faith to inctudp the dahb 1nto tne gcucral reconstruct

now under uOu»lde&tiOﬂ.

thea tnis is 1oyl 0“u10ﬂ of" 1Jpr0V1ub onc'%fbtwndaru of 11v1no, a1t

pernaps is

1ives und i nealth oL tnouaaﬂdu and tnouuands of nuung ncople.

o

Then tueru is Sulll tne ne D Lntcr {unaary.rﬁ reporu datcd a&p.

fr tne rcdrubcntat;ve of the” ch1un,dgency in uudaocst to tho repre—

scntatiVE'of ﬁhe;Lngernatlonal Red Cro s -sums’ U tne oo 1t10n oi the

Jegws in uuﬂbary as 'foliows; i Of 800 UOO Jows tnbr are only ZuO OOO

1eit ‘The! magor Jgrt of those are kegtt n'feiunce camps and forced labdr

camps. Sta rv&tlon, cold unn d1bpa1r prevall in: ull these canpo, no ﬂatféf’ : : g,
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T e , :
to wiicu OF the two types wny of thew belong, :

'oreovor, th( uﬁééftafﬁty

and the permanqnt fear of deportation'that muy—oom0ualong'aﬁ any-moment, .
drives people oruas ‘WJ&LLlHD fox rcbouo to come, those unfortunate h@Mun
beings have constantly in thein m1nd the- pieture of'wh-t has’ haopenca

on previous occasions, when suqn@rosduc,wué hopcu for but 1never came

-rpemovt has! DCCn cone 1udcd

true. M The report furbher suys: U Ant

Lbetween huUUMLluhu aud tnc_uurmuns unde’r ”hluh oven the Lemulnlnb'dcws

s st -

trying to isake the dang serous cscape to JoumAn1d or'

to be left din the lurcn now ¥ I

uews,'huo bn 3@

4tH, we ucllnltcl""xﬁdﬁ'it”

THE e is wo need

stilkl raging cotustrophé, -the vorj cuuastropna whlch

watted to avert or et least - winimize by ercating the
anrpointing you « :special dttduhe- } STe is‘ﬁtillrmuch/thut cai- e done. and
s IR/ S : : Sy T K .

has to be aone. 3pecifica 1lJ the ;oil011nu immedigte measures should

i

be considered s )

1. uunﬁ Ty rne Unitéd ﬁatiqns'should‘immedi&tely aobilize gll Aeans . of

: TR : S - R
pressure 1n tu01r xOVer, ottt to cowpel the . dunfarian Joveraaeoi Lo SUL

tae dungariid uovernment w1tn”cilect1ve uanc%ionﬁ H

ze Pae 89iss und’ 5wedis “,JOV:

witn ¥ie ntcrnatiogalAgeafu;oss; they'cregte a control co

be sent. out to dungary to

further deportations Take place.

'uovernments 1oh

It is surmised thet the Hungarian and Ge

1mu1d no- 10nger

far, have provcd %eluctémt td'any’cbntrol~of73uch Klnﬂﬁ

Venture to oqpose to 1t i+ the demuad ior sucha control lo aouompdnled

by tnc tn:Eat that tne ”ed Cross Jould oever relatlono w1tn HunvarJ and




Gorueny snd thus leave Gorisan snd dungarian infcrests, ¢it ”ﬁ"'and"war? e
refugees, turoughout tie z\llied lorld no 1on{,or'm-ot<,ctea.' SEIRE .

e ROWsenis: Lho‘ﬁoumanianréovCrnmont ,hould e rwently requlred flnully

and uO“)letely to uabolish dll remnznts "r antl Jew1sh 1051 latlon.

4. The JOVcruqonts in uouuhnlu und buluarlu An vunur¢l i1l ‘e urged fd

fucilitaeto &g fur as pouu1ole Lhc cmlglutlon oi Jewb hlllln‘ to cxlﬂxauc

frowm tnose. countrics. |

FIgy)

Tthe unlLe& U»Llonb wl;lrgidjandﬁ,ﬁwmwﬁ [

T

i dosediste and urgent cusure,:

fucilitate the~évaauaﬁ§onrbyréoﬁbaféhtfbdalré ot FoTigees rom otHGT

GOhhtflGB now 11v1nw in Rowadiiia and buloulla,,dS yell,?S 01 tﬂc uufo:—;;\“

tunate Ornhan:childncn from ranun1 trla-

o “t»d;n all uhl an followln

e ex1t\p0581blg

R

&) pressure on the rGLDuGulve ututes in ord

b} the release oF s0ie of the now seized boats,. 5o that*tﬂey serve for

the transportation o‘ reiugccs,

¢ 4llied Ucoupation Authorities in Rouisania’ and

¢) the apdproval-of t§
ulguria 0f the cumigre +10n of the people in quest1on- : T ;

dG ol dou Juar P P 1rsehmann, tofmﬁ“e Jourvclx the 1ntcrplcter o
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

September 16, 1944

dr. John . Pehle

Executive Director .
Tar Refugee EBourd

Treasury Building

Tachington, D.C.

Dear John:

I @m enclosing a letter which I brought back
for vou “vom Iral

1though I #id not stay in Istanbul as long
as I had orlglnallv intended, I did stay three weeks and
spent = considerable amount o? time with Ire, and would
be only too happy to tell you anything that you might
like to %now akout his problems.

I expect to be in ashlngton some time this
veek .and ill call you.

¥ith my kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

CBewdt

Irv1ng H. Shermen
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istanbul, August 30, 1944

Dear John:

I am selzing the opportunity of Sherman's return to .
write you personally, although by the time this letter reaches L T =
you the contents will probably be obsolete in view of —the '

- rapidly changing situation in the Balkans, Under separate
cover I have forwarded to you my report covering rather o
- fully the work of the Board's representetives in Turkey o LoTTE
from June 18 to August 19, 1944, Since then Rumanisa has
withdrawn, and as I write today Bulgaria 1s on the edge.. - e =
The situation in Hungary still cells for urgent sction. . -
Taking each of the countries separately, the situation, as - T
it appears from here today, is as follows:  — T -

l, Bulgaria

The Bulgarian Government, in its broadcasts and announce-
ments has repeatedly referred to the question of the re- :
instatement of the Jews, We have been informed today, and

N as telegraphed to you, that the anti-Jewish laws have ‘been
completely wiped® out by decree. This is extremely gratify=-
ing as we had set our hearts on this as part of the steps
to be taken by the Bulgarian Govermnment at the first possible
moment, The fact that 1t has done 80, even before it is :
able to achieve an armistice, is an indication of ‘its concrete |
desire to satisfy the urgent request of the War Refugee Board,
and the record can so state, .

I believe, therefore, that our program designed to
(a) concern ourselves with the reseie of the 45,000 Jews
from within the country instead of the trickle from without
seems to have been sound; (b) our insistance upon the com=
plete revocation of the nefarious anti-Jewish laws seems to
have been justifieds Putting the 45,000 pedple back on their
feet 1s in itself desirable, of coursse, but I know that you -
will agree with the larger aspect, namely, establishilhg a
precedent and a blue print for the return of the rights and
gself-sustaining dignity of human beings in.advance of the
Governments'! cepitulations I appreciate the Board's con~ - . --
currence in my program to thls effect, which has been confirmed :
by Ambassador Steinhardt on his return in the ‘last few days,

L
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i
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In the meanwhile we have determined not to relax in
our program of evacuating Bulgarien Jews and children
wio wish for emergency reasons voluntarily to depart, As:
soon as the circumstances permit, it is my intention to
go to Bulgarle or to send Ketzkl with & view of getting
a first-hand pilcture of the situation as . it relates to our
program, We are working closely with Passman of the JDC
and wish to assist him also in introducing an emergency
relief program there, Reports reaching us indicate that
the 45,000 Jewish citizens are in a rather precariovs state,
and notwithstanding the impending .withdrawal of the r estric-
tlons against them, experience has taught that it will be R .
some time before the rights, economic possibilities shd. -
mechanisms for the.return to normal 1life will be possibles.
We hope to expedite this within the framework of our - - i — = e
jurisdiction. - - - S

2« Rumanis

We have very little information of any authencity.or

clarity at this writings Our view 1s not to press, in any.
unusual-way, -the Rumanian citizens to evacuate, especilally .o ...
since all concentration camps and restrictions (as reported :
to me by Cretzianu) seem to have been abolished by the new
Government, and we may expect that, with the United Nations in

- control, the pressures which compelled the Jews in Rumenia |

! to emigrate will be relieved. There are, however, in Rumanis
Poles, Slovakians, Hungarians, ete. who should probably be ]
assisted in their exodus, and we exped¢t to introduce measures g
to locate these people and assist theme. Rumsnia still offers,.
in our opinion, a real possibility for ald to the ‘blighted
Hungarians. Although fighting 1is proceeding in Trangylvania,
which was the route through which refugees travelled:clandes-
tinely from Hungary to Rumania, we are not exeluding the
possibility of finding some means of ‘continuing and possibly
accelerating thils movement, It will, of course, have. a mich
better chance of succeeding if we“can.get somebody into
Rumania, and we plan to do so at our-first opportunity. 1
discussed this today with Ambassador Steinhardt, )

I am interpreting the function of the Board's represen=
tation in Turkey as being not terminated wuntil every possibility
for rescue and salvage through the Balkans hes been explored .-
and activated. With the opening of the two countries now:. -~
we should enter them and exploit their possibilities until the
problem seems resol ed, 1If the Board does not :cncur in . i
this I should appreciate hearing from you. = It may be necessary :




S

to secure your help with the State Department or the
military authorities in authorizing us to move into one

or both of these countriess 1 do not exclude the possie-.
bility of some resistance In this efforte At that time we
shall telegraph you so that you may take the appropriate
steps in Washington, provided that you egree, -

The question of transportation from Rumenia has
become complicated since the turn in events., With the
principal ports in the hands of the Russians it--is—not —
clear at this moment. whether a real transport by sea wili
be possibles There were four boats aveilsble in Rumania -- :
Smyrnie (Greek), Alba Julia (Rumenian), Salsheldin (Purkish) - = T=— -
and Milka (Bulgarian). We are without information as to
whether any of these or any othér boats may now leave . . s e
Rumenla. War conditions likewise have anarled up rallroad I
traffice ' -- 3

e Hungary

Hungarian reports reaching us todey indicate that the

Germans are resorting to extraordinary pressure to exact
the last pound of flesh, What I fear at this writing is
the last minute convulsions of the Nazis which might exert

- a steel=llke grip on the victims and take an eleventh-hour
toll, We shall do whatever 1s within our means and
possibilities from Istanbul, but such informastion as we f
have indicates that the Germans are unlikely to permit the
evacuation of Yews from Hungary vla the Balkans to Palestine.
We had made arrangements for transit from Hungary via |
Rumania and the Black Sea, should the Hungarian Jews be able : .
to leave, but the possibility of this 1is now doubtful. i i
liganwhile we are exploring other possibilities, . ’

4, Greece

I telegraphed you today on the number of refugees who
had been rescued from the Greek Islands into Turkey in the
last several months, We have been working on the Greek
rescue program for several months here but I -did not: report i T
to you until it was possible to open & new base under the
Board's auspices. The "Kayaks" had virtually ceased operat=.
ing due to the absence of a base in Turkey, and we heve been
working with the 0.S.8. and the Turkish authorities to- i
secure an extra base exclusively for our rescue operationss
It seems that this has finally come through; and we are now
in & position to undertake thls operation in that area from
a base under our control, provided it seems feasible, in.:-
order to snatch as many people out of Greece as possible ‘ )
at this moment. You will undoubtedly have heard from me by .
telegraph regarding this by the time this letter reaches you.

H
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As I wrote in my report to you, I have had an
especially smooth working gréup with which to operate, .
The Embassy has been completely cooperative, Ambasgsador
Steinhardt's return is welcome., I only regret that we
haven't been able to bring more victims out of the
Balkans, but I believe I can say with confidence and
candor that, looking back, I cannot see any other device
that might have been used from here to have Increased the
flow. 1In fact, 1f anything, I may have overstepped-—my-— T
bounds somewhat. Judging from one of the telegrams,
the State Department was somewhat critical of my pressure
on the Bulgarian Government, and Ambassador Steinhardt T T e
has intimated that he had received the same impression
from the State Department., I hope that the Board was in
no way embarrasced by my conversations, and I can see no. . .
reason for regret on my part for the steps which I under- . E
took with the enemy, On the contrary. - T ’ B

As I see the picture here now (and it changes radically
from day to day) I personally should be operating here from
four to six weeks longer, although I shall not leave until
I consider my part of the directlon in the work completed.
- When I do request approval for my return, you may be

- assured that I have determined from all the aspects of the
prozram as sden from this part of the world that my work 1s
completeds This, however, should not preclude the continuance .
of it in certain phases by Katzkl and the secretaries. He
is an exceptionally able fellow. = Sherman, coming along at T
the time he did, was helpful with.advice and certain suggest- i
ions,. :

or.the

Again let me thank you and your agsociate
I appreciate

support and the encouragement you gave me, which:
very much.
With kind personal regards,i

Cordiéily yqyrs,' : -

John W, Pehle, Esquire
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building : S T
Washington, D. C. . - e IR SN F —
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b © " 'EMBASSY OF THE "
UNITED STATES or-' AMERICA

Istanbul September 14, 1044 = G

: . . N B

Dear John:

The Istanbul newspapers of today carried an item with
-a Washington date-line,, which referred to.,e press release
issued by Mr. Patrick Malin on the subJect of the:post-war
plans of the Intergovernmental Cormittee in .behalf of dig- .-
placed populations. in Furopes -‘Included in this statement. : " :i-
was the information that there.were between one and two million
persons who may not be able or willing to return to their . =
countries of origin,. and for whom, in consequence, -other
arrangements for permanent settlement.will have to be mades

Having been rather close to the scene 'of refugee activity,
and having partilcipated 1n operations connected with it in-
the Balkans, I naturally have a deep-seated 1nterest in ‘what
will happen here- after the warg— .- -

When the emergency rescue phase of the. refugee job ceases,f» N
after the war, it will not be possible for me tco shut - off my R
emotional interest in this humanitarian problem, and even after
I return to my business 1 do not’ ntend to 1ose interest inW' L :
what is happening in this ' fields ; ; o :

I I amﬂf’king this occasion to writeﬂfo you on &’ matter‘ina‘_vww-;ﬂ;;;h

this -connection which has been disburbing me for some time.
Events in the Balksens appear rapldly: to be coming to.a conclu-
sion, and one may hope that in the not-too=distant future -,
problems of displaced personsg in thls area will shift from
the stage of acedemic discussién and planning to:that: of-con~
crete work. While ‘I am.not fully informed of what the Inter-
governmental Committee has been doing or -the plans 1t is "~
making, 1t appears to me to be incomprehensible that. at this
stage of affairs that the Intergovernmental’ ‘Committee isg:’
without its. own permpnent representative in Istanbul familiar-
izimg himself with Balkan conditions in” terms iof the task of
the Gommittee, collecting information Yand: performing such
preliminary and detailed duties as might now: be possible in.
order that no time wlll.be 1ost when i1t 1§ ‘able and neécessary.
to function in.this reglon.” Perhaps such delegate 1s already
here, but--1f, that is so g certainly do; not. know about it. ‘1

In view: of ‘the close relationships which exist between
the War Refupgee Board and:the Intergovernmental Gommittee, I
feel that I Should bring this to your. attention. :I am sure
that the matbter is under consideration,’ notf only for the- - e
Balkans but. for other sreas as wells Neverthelsess, for-the:
sake of ‘our common cause,. I thought that- you would:be: interested
in the views: of someone “at- thls point adaacent to the ‘Balkans,

With warm personal regards, -

'bordially 3

- : T ) Sp. 1a1 Attache
J. W, Pehle, Esquire ' :
Executive Director
War- Refugee Board - ) v : o
Treasury Building [ : TR P I G

- Washington, D, "C." ) : . ~ : '
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EXHibIT Ao L
T '

inutes of ‘an Infomal I.eeting : -
‘ held ‘on Tonday, July 10, 1644, S
" at the office of the Q.V.Is, Istanbul, ' -
of Representativea of Relief Orgunisations in Iatanbul

Those preaenty I, A, mrschmann, Herbert Katzki Chaim
Barlas, Joseph Klarmen,;Reuben Resnilk, Ludwlg x{astner, o
iliezer laplan, Uarry Viteles, lri Jabotinsky, ‘Izok I'itrani,
‘Judah Vagnes, Zeev Schind, Lavid Sclweitzer, J. (olden, :
. Jacob Griffel, Joseph Schwartz, Leon Uenenberg, Leder,
rnachlm Bader, loghe: Averbush, Akiba’ Levima:lryn

Loon The meebing was callel. bo order 8t:4:456 pomo. by TiPe_
ST As hirschmann‘, as ueprnsentative o.f.‘ the: vap- Refugee :

“Boards. . T e R T

At the outaet, 575 P Uirncl’nnann explained that the entire

: mesting was . lnformal and 3ff {lo vecord, and requested -that == =

no ‘reports be made by. the representatives of the z'espeotive
~ —-opranizations -to Luelir ~hepd’ officsa-until- such: time AR o
definite acoon\pl"thent.a ‘pould Le report:ec}——r e

!Fz'a utrscou.mn expla ined that he' had called\the meeting;
~pursuant. to gup-estions made by Ambagsador Lteinhardt at an
informal lunchwuon conference, whltch he aerranged in Ankara

on duly 2, 1944, A number of people now ‘present had likewise
been: preaent ;t Anbassacor uten.nhardt’ s luncheon.

, For the benefit of those who were not there on July 2,

o Eres Wmschr.nn recapliulated briefly some.of  tWie things con=~
“cerning whith the Ambassador had spoken td the organization
represcntarives, The Arbasiador urged that the relief
orpanizaifond coordinate thelr efforts for the rescuing of
persecutoi peoples, TIndep Such. as competitive
“bidding for ships, independ: ith various .
auchorir es without regard to vwhat othersEmipht have done .
vefore, conflictinr" ‘reports- and pr'ojecus, 11 ‘made very
S@i1gfies hothe work of the tmbassy in-its relatiouships; with
the inilvidual organizations, wilth nash*ngton and with
“officjals in Turkeys A1l this had an effect disauvantageoua i
o st whom .the several arencies tried  to serves. The

- Apteraedor had,- themfore, ‘suprested: that the work of the

opggiitations, all of which wms directed -£0 the same end,
be ;oordinated, perhaps throush ‘the establishment of & -
cog nltlee upon which would. be represented all the ar*encies
JinTuricy ‘engared in refugee relief work, :llowcver, recog-

n’zin: that such a committes mizht be too Jarge and unwieldy,
tae sAbassador had- su;i-esbed, further, that a-smaller opera-
ing cormittes be created which would te responsible for the
exetutlon of the cay~-to-day work involved in the resous and
2elief prograws. . The admiassador also proposel that both
srmittoes operate . undér the-leaduirship of the War Hofup o8
dcam ‘and its special ‘representative, Lr. nirschmann.

- In accordance with the hmlassaaor's sugp estion, kr,
hlrschmann had - called toaay's meeting together, -~ Iurther-

more, he wished to take advantare of the prescnce in Istane
bul of 1, !agnes, LUr, -»chwartz and @ r,}aplan, all: qi\ whom
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had hac wide sxpeoriencs, agg whose J dgment and advice
would ke most helpful,

I're ilirsolhrmnn went on to explain the great and -
sympathetlc intercst of the Unltex States Government in
pefuree rescue astivities, wrich hed been exemplified ln
part throuch the creatlon of the “ar Refugee Board. tre
Hirschmann had heen sent %o Turkey by the Eoaxd both ko
inltiate rescus projeots and o assist the aspenciles alresdy
in the field in those programe wpom which they were working.
te reforred Lo the many ways -in which the board can bhe -
halpful to the private a--encies, end called upon then to
make uge- of him o the fullest extont where his aid and
that of the Doard might be of asalstance. He briefly
autlined the problems in Igtanbul and Buchsroest, the point
of oripgin of many of the refugees now passing through
Turkey, and then asked for suggestions frow the floor &85’
to the manner in which -the work in both centers wight be - -~

coordine ted in order Lo achlieve mgximum-reaultso

L. i minea Stated that he had studied the dituation in ———

Purkey at Cirst rand for 8 nurber of days, and had spoken
with a great many people. He felt that, -although there may
be room for lmprovement in the work uvp to this point, 1t =
waz wise for all to withhold judgmont at the present timéo .
1g. is hin own feeling, however, thet accompllshwents~have: "7
been very rreat, and the worlk of the orpanizations very mist
petter than he had been lei to expeote. Uras l'arnes then
outlined briefly what he hac learned dvring bis various.
conversations concerning the position of Jewish pecople in
the Lalan counbtries, and emphusgilzed the scope of ‘the -
problems which, 1n nis opinion, made all the more necessary
concerted sotion cn the part of the relief organlzatlions,
ile pecommond .4, thereéforse, that the roprosentatives of the
various organizabions form themselvea into an advisory :
committee which would meeb from time:to time o report, advise
and surpest progrars aid plang of' .agtion foa smalleyr actions
committee, to be createl, which would conduct the day=to=-0ay
otk 15 smaller commiites, however, need ag take
instructions frow the.layge? aivisory commltbes,

velng guided by it. Ue askes Tor coordination.and ecooperabion— -

behind the var Refugee board and Fr. tiirschmann. Coneerning
the distribution of places on the Yosts coming from fumania,
he suprrested as a solutlion to the problems in Bucharest that
the passengers be deslinated, ohe-half by the Zionist repro=
sentative, and one=half by sn apolitical person,

R T ; .

Dr. Lchwartzs stated that ‘thought should ke given »% this
meeting to the mechanics to te set up, and not Lo the desige
_nation of résponsibilities, ' He agreec with what Lr. Yagnes
had sald, vut did not like ‘the concept of, an_advisory L
comittee. In his opinion, there should be ‘zenepal dilscussions
aad interchanpge of information and views among the apenoy
representatives, btut the ropresentatives should not be
ecrystallized into a formal advisory £roup.. e preferred
that everything be done on an informal bRslsSe Lre ichwartz
then made the follewlng sugcestionsy’ :

1} 'The representative of the war Sefugee Loard gshould
¢all the people topether whenever te thinks they should meéet,
ox. when their advice ls necessarye be pointed out that more
formal éreanization’ mirht resuld in complications: arising:
out of the fact that o number of the representatives, being.: .

d
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Palestinien, were Lrlitlsh subjects, and consequently 1t wmight
be erbarrassing for £%n 1f they wers tied up too closely
wits an American organization, the “ar Refuges Loard. Thelr
actlons might be construed as being subject to smerican
control, s :

2) The Joint i.istribution Committee could not formally
gle itself up with a mizmed group, whlch included agencies
interested not only in relief, but also in politieal work.

The JLC i1s non-political in character, and is interested
sclely in humanitarian work. ' Therefore, it does not want

to, nor can i%, become involved in political matiers.” flow-
ever, the JLC would be very happy tc reet with representatlves
of any orgaanlzation.elther at the call of I'r, »irschmann or
at that of the other organizations 1f they think 1t
desirahle.

e recommended,. thercfore, that the smallfﬁdrkinn =

committee be made up of the representatives of agencles
eifectively working in the fleld of resculng people or the

reliaf of peovle in occupled countries. The JLC would be—— ——

very gilad to partieipate In such a committee, provided lts
make-up were satisfactory to it. . o

Ae vr. schwarts saw 1t, the work in Istanbul dfvided
iteelf-into three sectlons: - T e e

—

a) The rescue of people LY providing transpor-
- Pation. T
b) The relief of people in occupled areas.
e) ‘Providings for rescued people while in transi
‘throngh Turkey. : s :

e su~rested that the smaller committee be-made up of .
representatives of the Jewlsh sgency, the JIC, and “minority"
croups, even thourh thelr participation in the work 1s srall
because they are nevertheless ingerested. lie su~gested. a
working committes of & waximum of five people, keepinz the
number small for the sake of settilng thlngs dons.

I'r, »aplan opposed the conception of an advisory -com= -
mittee, and thought that such meebings should. be in the form
of conferences, a8 more closelygcharacterizing.their works
0f course, the principle of 811i the opranizations is to save -’
as rany psople as posslile; -and the function of the conference
would -be to put workable ideas bherore the group. ilg ‘bouched
briefly on the matter of the selection 'of emlgrants, and pointed
out that some of the organlzations, such as the Jewlsh Agency, --
have responsibilities toward ifalestine which rust guld. them
in makin: selections. - ‘lherefore, this question cannot be . .
rerarded as a simple ond. iie recommended: thal dlscussions
for the improvement and expansion of the work te talien up
imme.iately alter today's nwebing and that the orcenizations
intensify thelr efforts.. - . : = L

Ip, Larlas su - csted omluting all . lscussions havin  to

do with the refugee pogition in Lucharest, and that this -
meetin, should conline itself to the questlon of organization.
iie thon ht that the .ar kéfugee i.oard should call meetings

of representatives whencver three organizations requeaté@
them. : : i : : segTi T F

I'r. Jehotinaly stated that he had been studyine the
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situation ror upwards of tWe ronths and that during this.
ner.od he hau underteXen no projects at all. In hls oplaion
the coopsration o ferci by the ~meriecan Libassy had Leen
good, an¢ he e pressed 4ls expectatlon that, with the
presence of I'r. Jivrschra:in, tho cooperstlon exteuded through
the L-bassy and other channeols will be even hettoer. ile algo
thought that the rescue work done bty Yessru. Schind, Avere
bueh, and others whom he mentloned by nare, had been -
exeellent. e thourht, “owever, that the question of the
distribution of places on bvoats cannot be the subjeet of
dilscussion,; as this 18 related to that of responsibility £or
determining who is or who 18 not sultable material for
ralestine. e thought it important that, 1n setting up
the smaller commitbes, due rerard should ke had for assistlag
non-Jewish refusees, s was (le:: the proup ha’ met, since
it broucht the vralief and rescue work undcy United. utates

zovernment-susploege - ) ) P

At this point, i'v, ulpschmann in vesponse to & question
defined the purposes of the two DProposc - committees ag LTI
follows: the larxger .~rouvp would e infovmntive, and the
smaller group would make operqting Geclslonss. . ... .

T, tenenberg was of the opinion that ths tlme hh
arrivel wkhem all the organizations shoula ccoperate anu\wongg_‘
toretherg aad that everyone ghould partieclpate in the work,
avoldin; "monopoly".

. r. -avlan surested that v, dlirschmann assume the
poupoasil 111ty for desiznating the smaller overating commlties,
to consists of up to flve porsons, nol counting Vr. iivschmana,

. who mould serve ag chalrmen. The neeling unanipously .

aceceptsed this proposal, o S -

¥r, Hirschmana accepted this resgonsihility,,sayinp ’ :
that he will deslenate a committee a:ter full:discussions : e
with those present. : B :

The meebing was adjonrnel at- G:LS—ﬂﬂﬂ'

Herbert satzkl




— umxrnie haé perrission to carry jpeople from Consbtanza and
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Iinutes 8f an [nformal Feeting
of the Operating “roup of Hellef Orranizations -
held at the imerican Consulste,. Istanbul
July 17, 1944.

Those presents I. A, Ilirschmann, derbert latszki, for war- ' =
Refugee Loards Joseph Lchwartz and Reuben Resnil, American . .

Joint oistribution Committeeg illezer iaplan, Phaim o T : :
Barlas, end Zeev uschind, Jewlsh' ryeneyy Lavid chweltzer, . : e
Hias=Jce Immigration sssoclation. ’ :

The weeting: was callex to order by 'r. Lirschmann at
4,16 pem, ne welcomeu the representatives prerent, and.
stated that ke 1s not repardli; those presont as forming .
either a forml or informal commilttse, bubt his.only drsire—,, B R
1s to get work doney-and the-claracterlzatlon of the- T —
~cotinrs, of which this was the  flrst, can be developcd )
later.

Rumanife ir., Schind advised the prroup that there ara S e
st1l11 three Turkish boats at Constanza, and.the Liypnie, & - - . .
reek hoat, walting to carry refupees from Constanza-to--. .. — ‘— o> o L 3
Istanbul. The 1ast news he “wms was to the effect - that. che e et R e A

3 now awalting the completion of some technical details.
before undertaking 1ts voyage. The three Turkish boats are .
ready to leave at any time, bu} in addition there are three L
Lulparian boats in Varna, the 110&, the Vlta, and the lirin, ' T =
which likewise can be sent fror ¥Yarnma to Constanza to carey
people to Istanbul., The Lilea has dcfinite permisaion. to
go~to Constanzg for this purpose. . The question now arises
as to whether or not any of the three boatas should te sent
to Sonstanza to be kept there in the event that erigration .
again tecomes possille. In his opinion, the [ilea should be
sent to CGonatanza, leavinc the other two boais at Verna to
carry refurees from Lulgaria, should this become poss*blea
It was his view that, because of the reported ungertaln .
political. situation in humenia, 1t. mlirht be well ‘o concen~:
trats thiere the largest number of available-boats; to move
people as rapldly as opportunlty afforded. . in any event,-
even 1f erigration by sea from bulgarla should become possible,
it would tale several weoks before arrangeriontg could.be . -
rade for {illin: two boats, so ‘that-the third, the Iilea,
could Ve spared., Ln addition, the shipping situation. in
Lul, aria 1s not as acute as it 1s 1n iumenia, since- there is
a nr er of smell boabs ;roing to Varna each veek from Lstanbul,
"~ to carry rerchandise to: bulgarila,

Fr. :aplan stated that therw was some difficulsy with ! S B
regard to the imyrnie. !T. Gchind and his friendﬂ'ﬂay that: - C ;
the departure of the boat :ls depsndant only ‘upon the prepara=’
tion of passenger liets. d4ecording to I'p. Zissu, 1% is not:
posslble for the & Smyrnie to.léave at alli. iry iaplan. stated:
that two cables had Leen sent to Zissu, stating that the’

Smyrnie rwust sall, and indieating that perhaps it micht be )
acvisable to conditlon any Giscussions concernin- the o X
Rumanian boats upon the departure of the Smyrnis, He ‘asked - i
whether 1t would e Rpoasible; through fredﬂ cl:annols, to S ]
. determine what is ﬁo?d%n« up'tho omxrnie, either thraurh . L*'
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& rildermann, or througglchannela available $o I'rs uipschmanns
' I%t should also be debeymined whether the dlscussion. of.

N Rumenien boais has aeny reality, or whether the entlvre dis=
guasion is without foundation. .

In iI've Schind'a opinlon, and according to information
he has, 1% would btake at leskst two months to put the Humane
ian ships in physical oonditlon to sail to isbtanbule =

r, Nesnlk stated that Lt is poasible to send additional P e
Turk sh Loats dirsetly from Isbanbul to Rumanis, and surrested S
that periapa the Turkigh i'inlster, vho had just returaed to
Rumania, richt be helpful. e foresces no dlfficulties in
ortalnin thre necessary Turklsh permits for the boatd to go
dlrectly %o -onstanga. wuch boats could le made avallable
through the same ohannels as are those now beinw:uuedo
Llscuasion then eonsued-as %o the person or ageneJ - - — —4
rosponsivle for the £illing of the zhips in Consteansa, The E ]
discugsion developed that it was entirely unclear as %o
whether this responsibility lay with Zissu,; the Rumanlan
Government, both together, or with the opganisation Orat, -
whileh has prepared the boats whlch thus. fap have .come from
Lonstanzao

e .~aplan reported that Zissu states exnlrditlv\épd : S -
Fildermenn in part that, after the three Turkish boats now in T

Constanza had left, only Rumanisa ships can be used for

carrylng refupees.

Ligougslon was then had as to the advisability of

sending sdditlonal Turkish boate Lo CGonsbtansza at the present

~btime, desptte Zissu's wessa- es concerning lumanian suips, .
on the rpounds that the actual ‘presence of addltional boats
might exert sufficlient pregsure to rake thom accepiteble for
uge. o dceision was taken as to thisy  The question then
aroge as to the ranner in.witich pressurec micht bea wplied LT
on iissv Lo remove whiabeveor obatacles het ‘may. be ereating
to the vovement of The ships, 1f, indued, he: s creating

v ) any. .-Ts -aplan suated that he will write a stronf lebher

to ir. sissu on’ the subjJect, of w:leh a copy will be made
ava latle to ir. ulvschmonn.  -Ers hirschmenn would:consider
waether or n‘t, and by vhet weans, he woulu attempt the
same thinge.

Fr. lilrsclmann renorted that he had written 0 o
Charre/dA{falres -elley eoncerning the Turlkish ship Anadolu,
whieh couvld ~o to Constanga if Turkish perr’ssion were -
received. iie had aghed irs felley to foll~w. this up wlth
the Foreirn Viflece. -1t was -declded that lU'r, Larlas and
I'rs Resnick should make inquiry into the Fenersal questilon
of sendin: further Turkish shins from Lstanbul to Constanza :
with Turkish permission,. . R

bBulgaria. L. Sehind suggested that' steps be taken to
arrange for the release of people now in bulgaria; of. whom
a large mmber are roady to depart for transport by sea to

Istanbul, in the sawe mapner as do those cominy here from . A4

. Rumania, Turkish boats ars.available for this: purpose, - ! T

since several go to Lulgaria each- wee with cargo° T R : T

P B e i .

'r, .aplan's: 1n10rmat§on is that bulgaria does not : ! g

oppose the exlt of Jewish le, but that 1t ap*ears that
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the Turkish consul has been obstructing it, e su:gested.

that ir. ..irschmann’ Wave the Turkish Foreign Office inferm —
the Consulate in uLulraria that the Turlish Jovermment 1s : -
ready to close its eyes to thie fact tha people-arrive.by : - S
ship te Turkey en r:ute %o Falestine, wilthovt being in : et TR
poesesslon of [urkish transit visas. dppareatly, the ’ B
Turkish Consul has informed the Lul-arlan ~overarent thet .= P

he opposes t:e departure of Jewish,people to Iszenbul under
thesc circumstances., in &ddition, the Turkish Torelrn
Office should advise the iulparian overnment of its attitude
concerning the arvival in lstanbul of people without Turkish
transit visas.

~Pe Leohuwapts su-gested pursulns the question of ineresg=
ing land traffic- from tulrsaria to Turkey by inereasing from
nine to twenty the number of transit vizas authorlzed weelly -
for ofla. A&n additlonal -argurent mirhd be -used on the
grounds that no refugees-are arriving frov liunra¥y, for
which nine visas weskly had likewise been avthorized,

- Fr. dlrschmann referred to the reluctanss of-the cs -
Bulgarian Government to permlt refurees to come to. Igtanbul ' ~ -
on the rreunds that Shey are Bubjeotedftortoofﬁany'}62 ST e e
investirations upon thelr arrival here; ite thought tt-might ———
ke helpful if assurances could be riven to the:bulgarian -~ . o oo SELID ~
Covernrent that no sneh interview would take place 10 ..
Istanbul, so Tar as refupees sre concerned. ’

Nl

Er. illpschrann stated that, in & merorandum which he
had prepercd for transmission %o the bHulgarien Covernment,
he had suggested that priority be iven to c¢children and. .
young peoples, if em gration from Lulgaria were permitted.

,\ue had done %tids in order to overcome bulrarian objections
to erigration on the rrounds of -2 interviews, :

Ur. schwartz opposed emlgration Iimited to specific
caterories, since more people tt an - just children and youths
vant to leave Lulparia, and theirideparture riay not be
opposed, . cE R :

sunfary. Tr. iaplan- reported that Tuprther-eclandestine
movement of refugees in Huapary to tumanla, according to
inforration he had just received, depended;upon'finances.
~ He, in behalf of the Jewish Ageney, and <TW :Zchwartz, are
consulting together on this question. DUr. Lchwarsz indlcated
that finances provided no protlem at the moments . i

I'rs Laplan thourht it important’ that movement -from liuncary
to Jdumania be augmented, through strensthening of appropriate
local orpanizationa. - flthouph Humania offlcially has decree’

- a death sentence to anyone assisting such movement, in B
reallty they apparently are willing to.ta%e no notles of 1t, i
Waturally, complications arise in Dueharest, where decilsion
must be teken as to whether avallable places on bosts should.
be plven to people already in humanla or thoge comla~ from ;
Eungary, since all aré anxlous to leave. ir, oching reported e
that there are already fifteen hundred funrarian refugees. in
Rumania who could beé hrousrht to Istanbul, werc /shipping. '
facilities available,.: = s ED ST

I'r, chind peferred also to the group of six hundred. s
Jugoslavian Jewstin filuiary, thé[age,i;?égascsa;oafof,awissr o o
Schutzenpasse, and which rirht -be repapded @ a . croup for -

N
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emigration° Apparently, & timeelimit of July lst for movine T
them out of Hungery has been extended Lo Lupust 1st, and the 7 —

mattor should be followed up. -

r, .aplan referrel to a scheme »ut forward by the e
Swedish Yinlster in iudapest, by which Swedish visas of s = :
limlted number amd to certaln categorles of Jewish peaple .
might be lssued, if a guarantee Is provided the Swedilsgh
Sovernment thot sueh people would be removed from Sweden
within three years' time., This matter shouvld also be
looked into and follwed upe

I.r. iaplan referred to & letter he bad just received
fror rudapest which Indleated that tens of thousands of
pergonsg conld lte saved Lf the cost of their maintenance eould’
Le talien over. Je is. pursulng the matter, in. orderghn,aecnre
rore inforiation.

I e lilpschmann referred to his conversation with bpe -~ T oo
wpilffel, and advised the proup t“at the .ar tefuges .oavd, ’ :

as rcpresentin . the .nlted &btates “overnment, has adopted . .
the principle that it cannot dlscoura ‘e the sendin~ of ships
by individual private ageneles, 1f they have responsible . =~ . = . __
projects in hand, iic had tried to concentrete all ship  —
questions into one ehwmel, but apnarently all necessary T e e T T
agreerents oould not be achieved.'

Both I'r. aplen and ir. chwartz expressed their
apnroval of the ldea of pericdic confersnces similay to the
prescnt one, and felt that much good could. come of ther in. -

rms of cooperation and coordination of the work, - Zach el
that better understandinc and cooperatlon had been re:ached
in behalf of thelr respective orwanizations as a vesult of
thelr personal telks in Aatanhul. .

- ¥r. alpschmann ernlained the presencs of ﬁr. uchleitzer,
saying: that he. had boen invited in-order—to prasent the point—— -—-——
of view of en outslduy, that ls, one who is neither Jewish
srency nop Joint isistribution Cormmltiee.  He WLllahe invited:
to subsequent reetings.

The meeatin . adjourned ét:S;lS Perie

Herbert Katzki
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Orpanization Representatlives - -
incaged in Helief and tescue ‘ctlvities
in Iastanbul — - =
Tha following llst sets foxth the aprencies 2nd thels ’
reprosentatives in ITatenbul, permanently locabted Lhers,
>,—-4

1) Reuben Resnlck repreconis bthe Ameriean Jolint
Dhabributlon Commitbed, S .

a) lirsetly or ilndirectly enpaged in eralgration.
from Turkey to Palestine or from ocoupled countbries vie
Purkey o Falestine. lor these purposed, 1t makea the
aecessary btransporbation aprangements ov provides the fundsg
thoralor, .

- v). Provides velief Tfor refuseés in Turkey or.in
pecupiel aveas eithep in funds or in ¥ind, directly and
indivectly, under Treapury licenses,

o Provides waintensnce for refugees while 1n T
46 from countrles of -emigratlon o countrics of
sration. - = g S

- ) Chalm barlas represenis Jewiah hgency of -ralestine,
iolally cepresenbs the Jewlsh Ageney, in Turkey-snd ia in . .
< ghely achbivitles In that counbtrye.

3
b

3% upe Jo tolden heads the lalestinian offlece in
Turkay of the Jewlish azency. Lirects a special office for
assisting leral emirrants to Falestine departing Lrom or
travellin via Turkey. ;s :

4} Leder, Jewlah i

: ~ency, hos speolal assipne
mente 1 Turkey for the Jewish./ Coke

NCY « Lt

5) Zeev ichind, I'oshe Averbuch, . Lhnd Usterall ropresent
Palestine orvganigation lnteévested in speclal emigration from
. oocupied areas o Palestine, specially mathers releting to’
shippinges : R *

8) Unachim Bader, Venja Pomoraniec represent Falestine
organization Intercsted inispécial relief assistance %o
poople 1n ooceupled areas. e R LA :

| %) Jacob riffel represents Apudath laracl of ¥alestine :
and United itates; and the Vaad flaazalah of United Skates R
Anterested. in aspslstance, emlgratlon, and providin--relief T T
“fop Urthodoxr people in occupled-areds. .

3) Josepk Kiapman reprégénth the Vaad #Hegezalah -of -
the Unlted btates-and Falestine organizations, COT : :
9) Ludwig fLastner represents the ﬁaad'Uaazaiahrof o
tinited vtakes and the Lrasislava Jowish communi t¥.. ‘ : g
. 10) Lav;q 6chwe1£2er,fepfeseﬁts'the ﬁiaa—iéé ,
emigration assbglation {udcen) s : , S
D:\-; - : 7 t e - A
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31) Leon ienenberg represents the Internasional
Resaue snd keliel Committee, the Jewlsh Lakor Committee,
snd is & correspondent for the vew York Jewlsh Lally )
Torward, interested in rellef and ewmigratlon of Intellectuvals,
anti-¥asl refufees, scholars, etcetera, in oeccupled . -
gountries. - - c

12) Lyl Jabotinaky represénts the Lnlted Diamtes
merpency Uormithtee for the rescue of Jewsa in iurope,
interested in tue emipration of peodle in ocoupled arens. . - S,

in additien tqﬁthé foregoing there were present in
Ankara or Ltsbanbul for lon er or shorier perlods at the and
of dune and first weeks of Julys ' -

13) ir. Joseph Lohwarts, .uropesn chalrmen 6f the :
srcplean Joint vidstribution Lormitiec. :

14) ir. Judab lagnes of the uebrew inlversity, Palestine, - o Tmee
who is amember of the i'iddle i.ast Advisory Gommitiee of ~ i~ ,
the Jil. o S et o

18) -arry Vitelss, & ﬁember of the ﬁiddle;tast;AQVia;:ﬁfew B “";'f T
ory Lommittee of the JIC, " . e : )

e e e e

18) Tllezéw kaplan, s merbor of the rxecutlve and
Preagurer of the Jewish sgency.

17) 1Izok Iitranl represents the pulparian Depaftment
of the Jewish %wency. B

July 10, 1944
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LUIURATION  STATISTICS

Rumanias

sumkey of versons who arrlfed in Istdnbdl in transit

3
from Rumaniae

Jenuary 1944 -

T sbhruary -~ ,T 12

I'arch (1) 252 -
april  (R) 567 o

I'ay (3) 340

June

. . g - I
Totals IZ73 persoris

"(1) n/srﬁilea

(first teip) 239
Railway ” ' 13
Total: 262

FTB) n/s ‘aritéa (first trip) 234
n/s

163 including 130 Trana-
“nistrian chlldren.

Lellacita

n/s Lilca (second trip)
Railway : . B
Totals 667

{3) n/s Iaritza {second trip)“318
" Railway ' 22

Total: 340




i

+ &

ERATLIT L B e ‘ BE >Rt

Paraphrase of telegram sent to . .
v o Vaphingtom on July 5

The follewing is sent {rom Hirschmann for the WRB.
The information telow is based upon prelimimnry investigetions
concernins the stoppare in ley and Juae of refuree movemaents
to Istanbul from Constangza.

The tul:rarian authorities withdrew permission to release
ships to be utililzel for refurcocs, becnuse of the sinking of
“ARITZA. Vhe rermens claimel that the tonnape was needed . for
military neeis, and the Lulpariens feared to lose any more
small ships, oSlnee the Turkigh overnment does not degire %o
operate ite larpge shins in forelprn watere, a move was inltlated
to obtaln small Tupkish ships which, under an argeement; bee
tween the “eyman and Turkish .overnments, were engage’ in
carryins merchandise to Varna, tulparia, from Latanbuls-- Ve

have bsen informed by the Jewlsh Ageney that-arranyements have
been wade by 1% to transport refugees on one f(reel and four
Turkish ships on their return voyspes to lstenbul fiom Conw

stanza. ‘ollowlns is the aprroximate number of persons Lo B8 —— =it s

ascoomodated on the ships now pesdy at Constanga for sailin-s:
The areek 5% SIYEYA 1200 passeongersy -UAVIEURA 18Oy -I'ARINA 3803 . - .o
GAZELY 4503 HULEUL 380. If the above wenbioned Iive-shlps,. the N
first of which is daily expecied to sall, complete theim.. --- - -
"~ yoyeres successfully, there is reason to hope that themg~and
similar ships will follow under like cenditions. in order to
break the deadlock now delayiny the salling of itlese veasels,
watzki and I are conferring with reprecentatives of the Jolnt
vistribution Cormitiee and of the Jewish igency. e have
Ambassador o toinhardi's assurance that hisg personsl undeps
standine with Cevad Asikalin, Seeretary fenczral of the

Fovelen Office, will preclvde any difficulty in permitting
disembarkatlon at Istanbul for passengere without proper

papers syl in walking arrancements for traasportatlon %o
Palestine via Turley. = '

sn Jovern-

The reorganization of the control of the Rumar
ment over this so-called illegal transportation is an additional
factor causing the delay in the rovements of the dhove- .
wentioned ships. According to information which we have
received, an inter-i"inieterilal Committes for Immigration has -
been established by the Rumanian. ‘iovernment and among representa~
tives of several veparbments of the Govermment is inecluded one
Jewish represcntative, Zissu; reportedly s pvich man and a close
friend of iJlcal snltonescu. ihe formation of this new Commlittee
has interrupted previously made arranreménts for securlihg the .
exit permits wrich people leaving Humania are required to have.
It evidently required an interim period: in order to ‘establish
nev contacts. iHeportedly, children and adults over 45 are. to
be permitted by the uumaniens to leave the country and this
plan hes allegedly been sccepbed by the termalse «any ol
refupees have come fror roland to Humanila 1llecally, and some
from idunsary aye now arriviag.’ ‘ o IR RRREE ;

Of the 2600 refugeeé mentiohédzabove, an appreciable
number will be children who, due to the efforts of.the RE
in Uarch of this year, wefézga;easad frpm,Transnistriga

! Ly i 2
Schwartz in Ankara hes been infbpped of the dete 1s.

It is rocorwended by Ambassador iteinhardt and me that the

prograr which was-ibrbppsed in ‘your 64 be’adopted with jolnt
{participation in the_,gqug 163 ity ‘Hy “the WRE, since our

Ts : ‘ S Y o -
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The Lulgerien rovermment stands today in the position
where it can create 8 prioeless measure of rood will withe
out, as I see it, siving up anythine fundemental, by teklng
the essential stepe withoutb delay to abrogate the scandelous
antleJowish lews and to pemnlt us to announce 1% forthriphtly
to the world. hatever sacrifice on lis own part 1o necese
sary at thls time for 1L to do 8o, 1 an econfident that the
sceles will wolgh hesvily in its own favor after the decision : -

is snnounced.

1 have promised Balsbanofl’ and you that such a step
would be aoralded with the widest publiclty throuchout the
United States {(and britain), whieh I shall teke it as my =~ .
especinl task to diseharge. The evidenoe 1 the instance.of the -
ebholition of the camp in Transnistria by the Rureniens 1p
with you. 7The step 1 am sugreating would olicit- publielity
and gond will of & manifold nature and 5COpPe. -

Thers 18 another aspect of the subject which wo Alg= 7T T
ougsed and whieh shnould be re=onforced with Lthe Bulgarians. R
It is my seise that this may wall be no-bime -for-plaming.... .

largo-scnle emigration movements cut of @ country like.. ... . S
Fuleeria 1f the present povernment of Bulgarias is as sound. -
and ferward-icokingy in its detevrinatlon to roconstruct _its
country as is indicated. The Jews who have boen redusced by -
these two laws to complete deprivatlon and inqbillty Yo carry
on any legitinate work must be put on gheipr fest, not for .. -
themselves alone as wulrarian citizens, bud for the enormous
con.pibution that they will make in helping build the new -
pulgaria. It ls a strange parados which hlstory relates: bliab
the depressediand depleted Jewlsh populatlons have without
exoention rebounded in the countries where they found them=
selves and become valuable citizens in building the wealth

and cilture of & eir communities Considering the history

of bulparia, the Jows as an indigenous parh of that nation,
roselved relatively fair treatment which they: njoyed until
recently when this latter record wae smudged gong of the
blackest pa~es in Dulgarian bistory. with any faly chance af
economic asslstanse, rehabllitation and sustenancs, the Jewlsh
people should qulekly beooms ensential and useful partiecipants
in bullding the new natlon, : EREEES R

Why send them ln lost groups to sirance landa if, as the
"inlster of thelr country asser:s, they will Hepadually” £ind )
themselvos back in the position of respect and.responsibllity R
vhere they were before the war. It way even he that the Bule - - LT
garian Government some months hence may find itself in the .
positlon of beckonlns for the retura of ‘thesc solfesaome cltlzens
whom they helpsd to deport to Falestine at great o pense and RREE: B
inconveniense, I trust that you are not. burdened by 1y overe - L
emphasis of the point, but I insiet thah the step ge ars L i . ;
sugresting will be of even preater advantage to Bulgaria than . o
to those who will be saved. . i E il w : e

One mors points --1 think the leaders of the bulgarian
sovernment should Fnow that:L.shall expect to-hold: them . .' -
* pesponsible for that witlch Lalsbanoff sigaed. .hile he wrote - ’ E o
somewhat lees then he 'reported to me verbally, his letter 18 . - S

cateroric in aasertl ?v{a) the government will ameliorate
: : Dhey - TR o .

fogi )
s




_msa' : . : : Ags

-~

the situation of the Jews andscease all forme of persecution : . )
without delays (b) transport will be.facilitated within all - T T e
possible technical means. The letter roes further in its . -
implications, but speaking for the war Refugee boarxd I repeat
that we ahall never be setisfied with these conversations and .
reopresentations untll these two laws are revoked. +n the meanwhile .
the povernment can be completely lax in 1ts enforeenment of them. .. >
Hor will this be sufficient: Raporta comings eurrently
from iul-aria indieate & state of economic depravity on the i
part of its Jewleh eiltizens resulbilng from these laws, whabi - T
is the rood of permitting people Treely to leave their homes B S
10 t7ev have nowhere to 1.0, nor means of securing funds except
by iwmoral and 1llegal reansg 1f there are no poasible avail=-
able rethods of reconstruscting thelr lot or their dignity as
human heings? keasures must be fouad at onee to supply them. R
with food, the neoessary means of livin: as decent cltigens, - :
and economic asalstance to reharilitate their .buginéssesn,
thelr far 1lles and thelr homes,. :

I propose to oifer through the asslstance of srigting
relief agenciea, now represenved in Turkey, alenr, with that
of our --overnmént, such means to rohabllitate this nopulation L e e Ty e et
as possgibilities permit. Jbvlously 1% 1s net too mueh $o " e -
ask thet the Bulgarian Government permlt this .end-agsist .t in - oooo 2707
" eVery .possible ressonsble way. They have decimated the popds— - ... . ..
lation. -.e do not ask them to revive it but only to permit
others to do gso without let or hindrance so that they rey
contribute towards the wellbeing of their own country..

I hope to hear that the forthriiht and sincere steps
sugrested hercin have been talken by the Bulgarian Goverament
4n ofder to fortifyiits positilon among the humane natlona of
the world and vo win back the respsot and pood will .of our
people which they had so scrupulously built in the last helfa : :
century and which they have so sorely 1ost in the 1aat blaek: -
War-yoars. : s

".1

ith thenks for your kindnqea and friendship;

Gordiaiiy;féurs,

I, A, Hivachmann
Special Attach@ =

P.S. 1If the Bulrarian “overnment s seek1n~ rethods to -
demonetrate its sinoerity in Yeing helpful in this situat: on :
connected with refugee movements, we are informed, that a . o roo
munber of refugees, possibly: ‘up to 2,000, will be- 1eav1ng
Hun-ary in the next few daya. - ¢ have requested of the - -
Rumanian “overnment that they perm:t these refugees to enter
Rumania in transit and we have been informed :thet the Rumanians-
have agreed in principle to this procedure. Obviously the
Bulparians would not at tﬁig rtime wish to- sot up a blockade
agalnat these refugees in- the Laceuof their reopresentations.

It will therefore bve neoessary for éﬁqg)to ngree to permit
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these refurfées to oome through Bulgaria and to provide for B —
them the necessary transit facilities out of Lulparis to i L N
Turkey without delasy. The above will gpply similerly to . R '%
refurees who will be leaving Humanim (vwho do not arrive from - :

Jungaxy), end for whom transit fmellitles through Bulgeria

will be required.

RIPYI S .

Dr, Floyd H, Black
Pregldent R o
Roberd Cellegs ) e
Hiear .




EXGLELIT & H . ’ R
-t o e
rommunication received on the 13th -
- __of July 1944.f%om l.r. AL, Cretzlanu, Rumanian
I“dnister to Turkey, written on behalf of Uahai-
Antonesou, Vice Iresident of the Couneil of
. . Finlsters. L .

T wish to inform you that an inter-ministerial . .

com:ission hes been constituted since ﬁhs beginning of

the month of lay, undcr my chairﬁanéhip, for the purposs:
of organlzing officlally end effielently the emirration of
the Jevs. iruring the scssions of this Jommlisslon ﬁeésrso

¥isoher, 1 1ldermann and “immer, the representat%¥§§*qtm e

the Jews of foumanisa, heve been‘congulted; as well as the

Conmlssioner for Jewish Affairs. These persond have

Jointly established the practical méﬁns'fé}forggéigjng e e il e e e

the Jewish epigration, cither with the help_of.mediﬁmgs;ze,-,;;,;:"

T

— e

ships flyiny & foreign flag (which have recently effected
transporta), or with ships of rreater tonnage thet tﬁe
Service raritimerﬁgehcy may charter to That effeot.

™ vgpe declsion of the povermment has been,officiélly

communicated Lo the buwlss, bwediﬁh,vTurkis§, rortuguecse
Leratlons; to the Lelarates of the 1?ﬁerhaﬁigﬁa}vhedicrbéa
Commiﬁteej as well as to u;s hminenéé the Apostéii@ duneio
at bucharest. 7 l ) : i

"PThe 1nter-m1nisteria1zcommiséian18yin £ull ectivity.
I hope that the International 6iganizationg; wgich‘ﬁavé 77
dealt with bhe question of the Jewlsh eﬁig;'ation, will arsrs‘ést S T
in giving their fuli support.”" : )
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Copy of telegrarn: dated July 18
1944 ,®addressed to the Rumsnlan Legabion,‘
Ligbon

" Three days ago & shlp, flying é noutral fiaé, 1eftr
Constanza having on boapd a }arge nunbey of dewish refugees,
Tures other veasels, ghigh aré in the port of Cpnstauza'wilim
follow,

Several months age the question of obtaining é ﬂqrﬁan

guarantee for the safe passage of & neutral vessdi in_the

Bleak Sea was raised, but negotiations wers~auapendsua

A m;nlsterial oommittea, over which I presidsg ia.
handling the gusstion of Jewish amlgrat:on and 18 cfaﬁininr
the possibility of faciliiating the depapture of the emlpranta, [

by using Rumanien ships, “**'*f**"”"\”<!\L
I'fe 1ildermann, irs Zissu (dewiah Central) and the
Comnissioner Zenerasl for Jewish guestions discusaed the matter
wlth me several times.:
) I veg you to refute all Lalse information circulating

with.respect Lo I'pe ~ildernmnn's case. Bhe 1atter enjoys

full freedom anmd is collaboratinp with the Jewish Ceneral,

with a view of organigzing, Lopether wi

155 3N 51asu, the "

' emigration of refugees. L

¥r, ©ild.rrann’ s son, who has been- in France_ sinoe the
outbrealk of the war, has’ aynarently béen deportad o Polando
‘I have personally intervened on ‘nis behalf wzth the uerman

fovernment and was promised thatlhe would be set at'liberty.

(81fned) Fihal Antoneseu
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e July 21, 1944

Dear l'r, Zissu:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you on bohalf
of the victime of the war who aro desperately seeltlng: ) )
refupe from fiumania. I undenmstand that you ave plving your o ) L
devoted efforts to assisting them, and in this respect we T T
have a comon interest, - ’ . o

ray I 1dentify myself as the speclal representative

of the uiar iefugee Loaxi of the tUnlted Litates of imerlca,
This Loard was created in Janwary 1944 by e special Order
of I'renident Roosevelt and consists of the vecretaries of

State, .ar and Treasury of the Unlted Lbtatess Vur orders
are to 1n1tiate amd spgist in the rescue of people who are
seeking havens of refuge, whoever and whercver they vay be. - - : :
A8 of this date and by virtus of the powers vested In me -~ & 7 TEEET T o=
by my Government, and with the cooperation of existing rellef
agencies such as the United Ltates Joint- uiﬂtriyption )
nilttes, the Falestine Jewish nfeney and others, e have hnd‘~4*~444~vf~,j
some partial euccessg - ) 7 B At ettt

Ry - =

I am -nforned that tho mmenisn government is not |
opposed but in fact is helpinr Lo facllibate, through its
inlsterial Committee, the transportation of refugees from
Rumania vie sea, and that followin:. the sucesasful. voyape
of the S, . Kasbek there are four additlonal vessels now
prepered GO ombaArk. vur Government i watehing with great
incer.st -hei plans for the quick movement of these veasels,
and may I urge that nothlng Le done to obstruct the lmmed=
late embarkation of these four ships, ap well as the movement
of other ships whether they carry & humanlan flag or any
ot1er flay, provided pnssa .es ave arranged without delay..

The ideal slbuvatlon that could be' created wenld be 8 goscalled
“ppidpe of ships' at this time, which would contemplate not
a8l ne the sumanlan ships, whicl, we understand,. you can ke
instrumental in orpanlging without delay, but other ships,

s0 that & constant flow of refuree traffic mey continue
without inserruption durins these months, when every day 18
critical for those whose salvation e have at neart. -

I -am also informed that there bave arisen a numbef of - R
questions regarding those who should be ehosen to make these: e -

voyagea to safe havens. In this connection, way L say that

1% i3 not the province of my “overament to male or -influence

such deteruinations. The bases for these -cholces are not our

special concern. e are dceply interisted, however, in not. - N b e

-permitting this guestion in any of itas asnecta to interfere

wilth the prompt emtarkation of these and additional ships by
even so much as a sincrle hours  You undoubitedly are more
conescious of the acuteonesa and dangoer of the situabtion for
these innocent citliszens than we ean be from here, and. you

will Torerive me for emphaaizing a'ain the essential importance -
of not permitiding anything, aspecially of “Jurisdictional or
teohnical nature, to stand in the way of the 1nnediate release
of these vessels. :
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. July 21, 1944¢

‘ Nemoréﬁﬂgﬁ of conversation held : B S
at 12:15 pom., July 21, 1944 with Ly, Blaek

Fursuant to my proevious conversation with Lr. Bleck )
and the memorandum dated July 13, 1944 which.l handed te him
covering the backpround of the successful liaisen between >
Crotzlanu for the Kumsnian overnment and myself, and the
request for simillar asaslstance of the Lulgarian “overnment
for the release of Jewish refugees, Lv. black visited me and
reported as follows: ’ . .

1. He had reason to know that L would te riven favorable
news through balabanoff, the Eulgarian iinister,
when I mcet him-within the next few caysy

2, fhat Lalabanoff hes mad. the request'tq'éqg>me;;:;

3. That in his recent vislt to Lofims he was informéd of a-
reversal of the policy of the-Lulgarian Jovernment with L : )
regard to winprities and Jeéws and that he would geelt - T T TR e s
every possible means of winnins our good will tarough
efforts -connected with the release”offrefugeegg— T

1 was inforred that the head of the: police -ln.bulgariaq —. “ ~ oo T -
lasue. a siate: ent (not publie) in which he stated that—the- .. e e S
Jovernment wlll iacilitate all police perm ts neeessary for
t»e reloase of refurees, 4

In the latter eonnection it ig-dmportant to remember
that while the bulgarian Joverament may aprove -the relcase
of refugecs fyom Lulcaria, enormous complexities of:a tech=

~pleal nature vill interfere, Six different types of permits
are required before a person way leave theo countrys  They -
are vax, military, police, ete. In normal times these permits
were available at lovernment hoadquarters which were centered
in Sofim. ©~ince the severe bombing of bofla the. ‘overnment

offices have been moved to various%citiea and 8 hecessapry
cortificates. . .

for a citizen to travel considerably to secure I
In addition, wany of the forms have been loat 4 Athe “bombing - -
and tre movine, There will be much obstruction and delay
in any authorization for ¢itigens:to leave the country. .In-
addition, transportatlon facilities are strained to the utmost,
slac dus to the bomblng, and 1t will be a difficult matter
for evacuees to reach Lurgas, the ons possible port-of debar-
kation. R A Nk BN

The best possible solution is- for children to be riven
priority and placed on the boats and trains. They will not
require certificatos of release. It ‘is possible 1in this E
connection that parents may not be willinge to soparate $lemsclves
fro: the ehlldren, especially sincé the announcement has veen
nade that no further personal or physical persecutions will take
‘pPlace 1n .uliaria, -There are, however, hundreds of children
wvio are without parents or homcs who should be corraled and
sent by boat and ra’'l-to istanbul and :ialestines ;

In ry propoased eeﬁﬁérsaﬁion wibh‘ﬁalabanbff I am . to
request -of him that: B EEEE e
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I am confident that, in your broad hument tarian
efforts (whioch will te remembered lsng afier these difficulb
days have passed) you will manare to bring into your couieils, . S
on a productive and a cooperative level, the services which : =
Fro “ildermann can render with sklll and effeetiveness. ix,
Flldermann 1s also regarded with deep respect by the croat
apencies operating in the resous fisld, as well as by the
ropresentativey of the Jovermment of the United Ltates: 'Cep~
talnly, 1t would Le unfortunate not to utilize fully hls
sxperience, sincerity md representative power,

Again may I offer my assurance of our hish regerd for
your efforts in tie fleld of human welidre at thls crucial ~
time in the history of all peorles, bub especlally for the

vinoritles and the Jews, who ave sufferins 86 norely.

. Feithfully yours, -

To fis Uirsohmann
Speclal Attache . Lot
Tnited ~tates of Amerioce

Pobe I have just read a .copy of th@ lotter fram I'pe Lo '
gaplan of July 17 addressed to youiand wish to assept that - . =T
I subsoribe completely with the viéWs zpressed by him, .

|
S0
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- Isbanbul, Aupust 1, 1944 e

Dear Ly, Black:

Pursuant to our csonversabtions I am confirming several
of the polnts which were oconcurred in by you and me In our
discussions relating to efforts to rescue victims of perse-
cution ond oppression in bulrarié. ‘ -

Phe conversabtions with and reporta from ralabanoff for
his government were enouraging as first possible steps. -
liia lettor written to oimond for our povérnment, whilch has
been transmitted to .ashington, is confirmatory of the above.
Sut I believe that you will agpes with ms that the pulgarian
novermment is not- going far enough at this orusisl hour on ) e
thess mattera. [ am thorouphly convineed thabt- the rovernnent .- .

@lll take whatever possible steps are available to expedife-——== =
te release, within teechnical possibllities, of their cltizens
who heppen to be Jewa., .rom information at hand, conflrmed

by you and ialabancff, these steps at this timé ocan resuvlt : . T T i
in only & pitifully small crancipagion. . : ’ . .

I am bothered by two aspects of this problem: a) thet —— . . Ll
few refugees will be able to leave Bulgaprls in the next Impoge ... .. o oieeeeete oo
tant weeks amd months; b) that the lar Refupee Board, watching T e e
da’ly for specific sets of large refugee movenents oub of T
bulgarie, will have no choice bub to interpret these nerative |
results as a breach of faith by the bulgarian Covernment la - -~
the faee of its verbal and written veprescntations by Balabanoflf,

Consid ring the acute political situation today, the
desire expfossed by balabanoff for hig ~overnment to mwake
sueh moves wiich would win the rood will of the United States
Ccovernment and 1ts neopls, we stend today in a position
where the fortuitous first steps in a program. which ‘could be
produstive of food on &ll sides could Be unwittinely miscon=
strued. I thersfore made to you todey tho propesal which I
believe is the only solid and satisfactory move that shovld:
be offered by the Lulgerian Sovernrent without drlays namely;
conerete steps to revoke and abolish forthwith the two
notorious anti-Jewlsh laws on its books. in‘asserting the
above I am not unaware of certain technical and political .
obstacles whileh the foverament in Lulparia today way find 1t
necossary to overcome., iut these sre days wren I preaune to
supres” that governments will persist ‘only by told aad forth-. . - :
right steps, especislly with relation to the onward swesp of - - e o
Allie viectory, and 1f they wish to find themsolves in some - SR T
ronsure of rood rrace at the reace Iable. . . :

sa you lnow, L nave ho authority to spesk in comnection
with the latter, but i am charged with a special responsibility
and can offer now a specific opening for the food will- that T
will result fror broad strokes ip tiie dircction of humanitars
lanisr, especially es related %o rofurees, which will not )
promise but’ fulfill a poliey wiiéh:will negate that of a -
Pormer povermment in ruthlessly corrupting.a helpless minoriby -
of its own people, and which will ‘e designéd’ concretely to:
rehabllitate trese victimized merbera of its own cibigenrye

§ . S 7
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i,  ue should :ive me in -wfitinr & statemont of the present :
attitude of the Lulgarian Government on the question of e

winopities and Jewes ; ST

2., Information concerning Lrsganoff's pecent meeting with
the Jewish authoritice and-bis staterent.

Iy understandin: ias that they are to be :

tpeated 1like all Bulgarian citizens within =

the framework of the Bulparian law which - LA

st11)l conteins the two! anbl~Jowish lavsg ; B
which are severe ard which redvce the. Jews o Sl o
to economlc parliahsg : . ' -

3, lie will state the pésition of the bulgarian siovernment
’ rogardin: its willingness to permit Jewish refugees o
leave the count¥y. .

1 will request of Lalabanoff that ho authorize rie~to:
gend & specific telegran with uie own quotation on Lhe
above s iesbions, and also snform hiw of my intention Lo -
&ilize this for pocd will for tho prescnt oulperisa Joverns - T T e _—
sent in our own rovernment and for publlelity $o our people o
in the Unlted whates. AT T

-

- Avrangerents sghould be made for me to:‘,aeﬁ,,,balabgria;‘ﬁ,W,
during ~imond's absence in Switzerlend. e~

I. Ao -IRSCIUANN




W

i
7
LXHIEIT X 7 \’,.. . 7 . /—@t‘iﬁ
- Composition of #&he Lxochange Group '
" which srrived in Istanbut 6/7/1944, ‘ C L
From bLi :tileBbLiLH ‘222 psrsons {72 mgﬁ and 150 women)
1-10 10 e o
11 - 20 3 L 19
21 - 30 - 1 20
31 - 40 -8 12
41 - 80 D 3 - B
51 - 60 - A . Com _
61 - 70 21 ' 20 LT *7
71 = 80 8 1 — g e e
8L = eos == - —;___VV,'-\,;,;;_,,, e
Total - 723 150 T e e e
liationallity )
sellan® - 4 99'
“t1thout uatlonality- 76
Poland 10) ' : S _ - T
Russaisa 1) | .
Paleatine - 2) #
I:ivers 34) — A
:Qotal 222 7

From VITTEL 81 persons.




EYHIDIT L S
Persohs . R —— o @ e
“@ho_srrived in transit in Istanbul - ‘ -
) from ﬁnfggpu e T
Jenuary 1944 2 88
February . 53
liaroh (1) 131
April 17
ey T 48
- Totals ' 508 : ) ' o
(1) ?“roup of children under ohildren's emigration Af";vfi',ff T
schenes . - S limnl 46\*\*\”\ _—
Hﬁméar of fari;ies: -85 '

Totals

381
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- survey of Lvents - Vo T
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On ilarch 20, 1944, the ‘erman authorities ordered the
satablishment of the Central Council of Jews in Hunpary, -
and named the members thereof. They issued instructlons
that the Jews mipght not change thelir placs of rosldence, -
travel, nor move within the confines of itudapest, o

The firat anti-Jewish proclamations on behnlf of the ) T
fdungarian “overmment appearsd on iarch 31, when Jews wewe forbidden ST e
to employ non-Jewish domestic servants, without distinction as to )
the age of the members of the houschold or the domesties, Turther
orders provided for the immediate atriking of the neames of Jewish
publlc officlels, entortainers, and journsliats from their
respective professional assoclatlons, the oxolusion of. lawyers from
the bar, within two months, as -ell as the weaylng. of a yellow
star ten centimeters in diameter on the outer clothing (fivmiy-
sewed on). All these orders wore cnpoted ‘on-strictly raclal
grounds, and permitted only very infrequent excentions fop : .
meritorious seprvice in The war. S e T T e

On ipril 8, the dsy on whioh the Jewlsh badpe was to.be worn.. ., -
for the first time, those wembers of the abeveementioned catogories .
of exceptlons, as well as Laptimed Jews warried to Aryans, were ... . . -

exerpted from wearing the star, as well as from wost of-the
restrictlons comected therewith. The vehiocles, telephones, and =
radlos of ti-¢ Jews were taken away. : B

H

Lven those Jews who, Lecause of thdr militery Glstinctuon,
had not lost thelr rank, were not exempted fror wearing the
star--gtrict instructions were given on this polnteeand were
forbidden to wear their uniforms. :

On April 7 appesred the deerse forbidding Jews to hrave1, 
after which they haé no right to usg automobiles, and could ho C.
ever: ride in public conveyances without police permission. i

On April 14 appeared the deoree withdrawins ﬁruﬁgisﬁs"
licenses. N . : :

On April 16 all Jewlsh fortunes wore confiscated.  Valuable
oblects and securities vere to he deposited. Permission was
glven to take 1,000 Pengo monthly out -of the blocked accounts,

On April 21 Jewlsh shops werc ordered closed, thelr fur-
nishinrs and stocks were confiscated,  Anyans were appointed 6o - R
head a few businesses whose continuance was beld to be in the
public interest. . : -

On April 22 a'ﬁoﬁerﬁment'déonéeAcouatituted theé union of
llun -arian Jews, in plece of t-e Central Council of Jews .
appointed by the erman aubhorities.

On april 23 food rations for Jews were dlminished, - the:
susar ration was decrcased from 1040 gr, to 300 ¢re-monthly,
and there were no exceptlonsd’ fregnant and aurein- mothers,: -
as well as infants, receive the sarme ratlon, whereas these

: 0 LT
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catepories among the non-Jows are able to pet mdﬁy timea

the normeXl retion., Inastead of fat, the Jews receive 300 gr.
aegams oll per capita monthly, and even Jewish heavy latorers
récelve no suppleront. fhe Feelkly reat ration of the Jews
is 100 (7. beel or horse-mcaty pork and veal are simply not
to be bought, :4ilk is :iven only to pregnang women, -inTants
and children under three years of age, but evén herc the:
amount is 1ess than that of the non<Jdews. Aocording to the
decree the Jews do not : et thelr respectlve portions on
sundays fror the milk atatlon, . PR

On April 26, t-e Glamissal of Jews from aoademic posts
was ordered. <¥he ulsmisssl is to Uo accomplished by the end of
ray, with the exception of a few persons sclknowledged %o P
be economlcally importent. :

On Apxil 27 eppearel the deeres deslignatin: the homes
and places of residence of the Jews. Lven hefore this, after
Budepest was bombed, Sewlsh dwellings had been requisitloned,
The Central Couaecll had. %o provide 500 lodeings within 24 -
hours. The Jewa wers charred with turning thel r brothers oub
of doors within a fow hours, snd those aisledged in this manney
_were compelled to leave all their furniture behind In theiy - oo
homes, as well as the bed and table linen vequired by those o
moving in. hen 1% appeare: that 500 dwellinua 4id not stand
ready for disposal at the stabed time, 1t was ordered.that. . -~ 7
500 wore dwellings be handed over vwithlin 24 hours, and two wembers . =
of the Jewish touncil were taken into custodys they were-foreed ~— -
to sit in one spot with thelr faces turned to the wall until the =~ — "~
Jewlah communlsy handed over the keys to the 1,000 dwellings,

The dceree provided the basls for the sendin; away of
Jews from towns with less than 10,000 porulation, and the .
ereation of rhettos in cities with over 10,000 pepuletlon. -

ﬁWOn the eame_dhy permisgion to ecarry weapons was taken away
from the Jewss : e

On Aprill 30 appeared a deeree on "uaferuardiin: Yungarian e
Cultural Life fror the w~orks of Jewish Zuthors', in accordance
with which the works of Jewish writers had %o Ye taken out of
leniinr libraries and public libraries and macersteds

On the same day B review was ordered of the distinction
earmed duvrin- the occupation following: the former world. war.

on ray 2 Jews were forvidden to ﬁisit,pﬁblicybaﬁha; 

On Yay 8 the profit-bringing licenses,; such as shopkeepers! .
licensea and tavern licenses were taken away from the Jewse - e e e
Since these licenses had already been taken sway by sarlier -
decree, this new prohibition fell on those categories which had
previously been exempted, that is, those who sacqulred merit
in the war, war-widows and orphans, as well as thoss baptized
Jews _who, on account of ‘the new decrees on racianl grounds,
were now accountad Jows, : ' S WL

On Yay 13 the categorieg of éxceptiona from the anti=Jewish
decrecs were revised, after Wiish the: various ordera pormitted
only very rare exceptlons. In‘bénggquence of these new regula=
tions the only exempbions. veré for thdége of sreat wilitary . .
importance, 755 war-1invaliqs)’ unter;révolutionaryractiﬁitles,
1A - f'f_rn'é : . : N - - ';
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fitting behavior during the occupation (after the first world g )

war), while baptized Jews marrlied to Aryans vers e;-ampted only -
from wedring the badge, from the prohibition egainst tiavele
& ing, end from the prohibitjpn sgainst employing Aryan servants.

. On l'ay 20 the premises of a:.few Jewlsh entreprencurs were o
also)cloaed (heirdressers, imns, restaurants, hotels, pgarares, o N R
etCo) e . .

On the same Jay Jews were foxbidden to visit inng, resw ' e
tavrants, cafes, end amusements parks, with the e..ception of
certaln specifisd places, -

Ix. . i T

The .sedzure of Jews had already begun on-larch 19.
+ithout any kind of decree which would have forbidden travele
ing, every Jew who sppeared at the station, whether polng on
a Jjouraney or arrivin: from ons, was arreasted and taken to. jall . .- -
and from there to the ocsmpat istarcasss: About 2000 persong -
were lnterned in this-wayy they were crowded Ants the Llstarcsa
intermment camp which was intends( for.-about’ 800 persons, aml -
which already had earlier inmates, so that the “overwhelming - _ -
majority of the men lay on bare ground, and in individudl ~ - = - Tl T e
barracks there was not even space to 1ie down. On account of : ) ’
the fact that in a few days the people became-lousy;-everyone - - =l
was shorn and disinfected. The commandant of-the camp-dtd—— -—- -
him best to improve it, but the overcrowdigg;;g;ﬁ;&p_am\p;;,_ R
vitiated -these exertions. : - L . .

—

Chlldren under 15 yoears old were let out of the camp,
togrether with thelr mothers ard prernant women, as woll ag T
women over 55 and ren over 85 years old. The remainder stayed
under errest, without any regard to whother they had wanted
to fly t:e country, were golng to work, or simply went to

. the,statidn to megt soreons,

on Tay 20, 250 prominent Jews were arrested, who were
taken first to the bullding of the hubhl dinleal Sem:nary, and
later to sistarcsa. irom this time oh-the building of the
Rabbinical leminary vwas & cellection camp. ilére the. Gentral = ]
Counoil of Jews had to colleet those to be'arrestediéthe,listv . !
of whose 1awes was glven out.from time to time by - the author- -
itles, Lo -thle category belongred various journallsts excluded
fror thelr sssocimtions, about 300 lawyers, snd countless
other people summones for one resson or anotieér--for crxample,
affer doenunciatlon. They were internod without determining

whetlier they were uilty or 1nnodént° :

The man-hunt in the strects begen.  Jéws were interned . ... . . .. - "o
without rhyme or reason, und.r the most diverae ¢ircumstansess g
The order on the wesring of the yellew star-left room for doubt -as
to whether it was also to be worn in offices ‘and shops.. Luring .. ) :
the first two days, those who were found inithese places without R o
the star were taken to Jall and finedj later they were interncd, .
A1l those who, later, weore picked up on the atreet, were interned on the
ground that they were eithe;g_;,;f,\ot wearing. the star, or not wearing it
according to the regulations.' cfp Sy PR PAEIE

A few lerzen spldiers npoker;nf{/sﬁbpg ‘and ‘homes and simply

. arrested those who resisted thém,
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Politiclang, prominent'persona,and those who played a ’
part in public alfairs, were taken inbto custody and holg iIn : S
- - cuatody 1a most varlod nluses (in tho ce;lggmggggbﬂgﬂat5144-44444444f*
Astorin, in the Royal Acadeny of Selance, In tho priason of
# the courtlbuse of tha Budarg

2 reglon, In the Schwabeunvorg, ST o
etel) . Latel a comp wos seg up on the lslangd Csepel; at
presant there aro five such campg, - Poople are internod 4n
thece as woll as 1n three other camps in Budapest which
proviously had served fop rafugcaes. :

Since the Jewisl hoapital vas conflgcated for an 85 camp
hoapital, the patients had to he taken to two charity hospltals.
Tt ova . happoned thut those sent by the doctor 0 tha hospital -
wore brought back into the camp by Ehe'aubhoritios.wiﬁhout‘ P
another moedicul axamination

On Aprll 15 began the Interomant of +
at largs. ‘hose visitors who appesred at

for the monthly prolongation of thelpy raege
simply arrested thera and

began to arrest foreign

he refugees st1.11

the police station
idence norm! ta ware o . -
bronght o the camp,  Laterthey . & : N
1o their homes. Ssm s

English and Ameriocan Jowg ware brought tn a separate juil,
. The trhvel-pvohibition oxpliasttly abateq thab'ih WA S -not
forbldden to ride on the Interurban traing op. the strooteay
Belleving this, the Jews from ihe Qutsltirts of ‘budspesteroda.
calmly to thelr place

8 ol work and back, and on certain days
these, btoo, wera nrrasted and trken aviny . T T

Along about the lastk dnys of Mareh thero beuwan the
lntermmenta throushout the lengtn of tha land,  The overwhelm-
Ing majority of those Jaws prominent in public affairs, as.’
well as those who concernad themselves with political 1i7ta,
wore intarned, The reasons siven for the intornment were .-
that it was to be underatood that those concorned listned”
to foreim hreadeasts or were engaging themselves 4n Communist
propaconda activities, Thils wan algo. the excusn Given in
the cese or orthodox rabbls,

‘the nunber’ op these interness
was bzbveen two or three thousand,

Theae intornces wers taken 4o Jail, as woll as toicamps
in Guranﬁ,storgo, Ragykanjzsa,_ﬂncgtopolya,and Tiazen yorgy.
‘The degortation of internces bogan on April 28, on which
day 1,170 persons from Kistarcsa, 400 from: the jail, and .
214 refugecs from the bullding of the Rabhinieal Seininary wepro
transported, Thig transport conaisted of men and women between
16 and AQ. .

On the ssme day those persone betwesn 16 and 60 weps - - - i
deported from the camp in Nagykanizsa, as well as the whols
camp of Bacstopolya. The transport from Hlagykanizsn consdateq
of at least 2000 peraons, that from Bacstopolya;of about
1000 peranns., : T

Iz,

The coneentration of Hungarian,Jews'began on April 16, . : I
1944, Everywhere and always 1t oncurred 1% tho'same manner, -
First, the praciplitate concentration in the shotto, then Fa
after continuing deterloration of conditions, the concentra-
tion in brickyards, in cour tyards without water on bare  ground;
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the plundering of all waterlal possesslons of the Jews, and then %D R
Jbrutal questionins accompanlies by groass bodlily mistrestment to - =
find out where valuable obleets were hiddeny and lastly deportation:

70 people in one ra‘lroad car, mith one bucket of water as ; .

provision for the journey. ‘e camot deseribe in detail the progress " ——
of concentratlion in all places, althourh the date are at hand, but

we will rive a brief account of the short life.of a few characteristic
concentration camps, ’ .

Jyirecyhaza ’

April 16, To Vyireryhaze, and Simapuszta 12 kllometers BWaY,
were brotght the Jews from 46 surrovndin: communities, In . -
Nyiregyhaza itsclf, 41280 Jews already there and 639 from the
surrounding country, that is, 10,759 persons, were crowded FI
together In 123 housecap The floorspece of these 123 houses, counbing
kitchens and halls as well, amounted %o abouy 9668 squere meters, -
so that each person dld not hHave so much 28 a8 square meter to hime
sglfs «ccording to orders; each person could take with him, in -
addlt on to the clothes .on hls back, two sets of underelothins and.. ... __ —
s packet of 80 kllogramas, which had to hold food for two weeks. - - "
Unfortunatsly the Jews in the provinces were driven togethe?r su
suddenly by the rendarmes, that they covld take nothing with them
at all. «n exsrmple ls the case of the Jews from Hyirbator; who .
were taken to oimapuszta. On .peil 21, irlday night at 11— - 7 vomeT T
o'clock, they were taken from thelr homes by stranpge gendarmes, and - :
at about 1 or 2 o felock at night wore loaded infarmwcarts -ouk e
of other villares and brought to ~irapuszte with preat brutality. -

~ ~Yay 1., ¥The situation hes strikinply deberiorated., Trom —— -
those streets d.slgnated as the rhotto 1n Nylresyhaze the

people wero broucht to iadopuszta, vhere the arransenments for
provisions are very bad., They requested covers, straw sacks, and
especianlly straw, so that at lesst they can proteet the old and
the sick from lying on the tare rround. ’

.. Fay 5. Those Jews from the svrroundin: country concens-
trabed in {lylregyhaza were taken from the city to the faem of
Earon lolnar, where they wers put into frightfully erowded tohacco:
barna. In the whole place there was only-a sincle well, 150 .
meters' distance from the canp, where the Psople could ecome and 0
to get wat er only when accompanied by a renderme. The most pitiful-
part, however, is that the inhabltants of Yylregyhazs 1tdelf, who-
after. ;ross 1ll-treatment were placed in the phetto, whigh they had
almost completely furnished, were foreed on adccount of the new '
decree to leave it. T : .

Lay 7. In early dawn the camp' at Hyirjespusszia, like the -
one in Limepuszbs, was surrounded by genddrmes, 80 that from now
on nobody can oconie near the campe. The people are starving, . -
every cay they ret 100 pr, bread and as many bebns. They have
no woney, amd only those clothes which they have on. - o

Lay 8. the transporting from- dyiregyhage keeps on. .
l'ore of the mewbers of the Jewlish Gouncil and the front=firhters are
now there. In .yirJespuszta there are §till 5666 peopls,. crowded -
together in the space of a few squere meters. - Treatwent is like that
in the concentration camp. The camp is-all the more unbearatle,
beeause the only well is berinning to _pet fouled. The water 'shortage
in Simapuszta is even rreater than in dyirjes. Todsy the camp:at
Larangodpuszta is besinnine to be filleds. - R
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.8y 10. The vrunsporteation by “arungodnusata L0Oe8 Ol
‘the Gapacity of the tobaeoo burns there ls not gresbor than '”
. 3000 persons, bubt on ..y 10 they brought thers a lurge :
T numbver of people iun oonditions of dungerous overorowding. - . ———. .
. The oamp has absolutely no water, sinoce iLhe sttempt to dig
a well was unsuccessful. .althourl the suthoritlies allowsd
the bringing of urgent necasslties, the gendarmes tool all .
necessities away from the people ut the entrunce of the camp,
even the sreater yurt of the food, In tie camps of &ima-
‘puszta, ‘Jraulapos and iylrejes, the dally food ration pes
eeplta is 100 gr. bread, 10CG gr. pobatoes, and 10 gr. oil.

4y 13, .onday in the early mornlog Lours, the Tlrvst - ST
5,200 people, among them old people, lavaiids, infants;
sregnant wowen, were pubt 70 per car into rallroad osars xiuh
sress bodlly 1ll-treatment, the surrounding populstion kept
compleuely ot o dlstance, 10 £o to en "unknown dastination".

May "2, In bthe’esrly morning we learned by telephonic
roport that the number of those shipped off is-over-945600+ -
rhere ars no longer concentration cumps An dyirjes und larans
god puszta, in imapuszte tiere sre still 760 peogle, in : o
inrﬁbyhﬂaa there are only the members of the Jewish Couneil ~ o oo —
Left, : !

JaY 28  wven the 760 Jews rrom hyiregyhaza Iefﬁ in B
v&mﬁpuszre were vukeh away in rallroad Ll TR

June Go xhrougn a btelephons conversatlon *ith the
poilos we learned that ell Jews from dyirepyhaza and the
surrounding "pusztas® ars slready tuken away, ambny tlem
aleo the Chief uabbl Dr. usla vernstein.

aunmacso

~ wpPll 30.; YThe Jews from .unkeocs, about 15,000 soulu
were confined to 12 alleys. The Jews belonbinb to the komitat
bereg, about 0,000 of them, wers oconcenbrated in the bricke
yards of Xallus and bsjovies. .Since they ooculd take neither
money nor food with them, the camp: is Pitiful wnd ocetustzro=
phiec

way 1. .The German loldiers broke inko ﬁhe chettos,
durling wilol many lives were saorificed,: lord same of three
cases ol typhus. Un sgopunt of shorbtrges: of medlolne and
food, the conp is horriblea Qne dootor and one enLinaer -
committed sulolde, ?; o _; : _ i o

LAy 9. Two members of the Jewish Gouncil wers shot, the
others serxiously illotreated'

sy l4¢. 7The situasion in the ghetto in the oity, and
especlally in the ttg,briokyards, ‘has narkedly deterlorated ‘
aince wunday morying The Jewlsh functionariss und the Jewish ’ : SR
auxiliary police were forbidden %o leave. bhe ghetitos, 1. 6.
the owinps, which Leretofors Lad been allowed. . The briokyards
Wwere surrounded by- camp police, and vith this bepins the :
transportetion 6f those coricentrated tlhere. ~Families viere not
sepurabed, employables and unemploysbles wers put intorrailroad
cars under the most dreudful eircumstances, uocompanied by - 3
terrible atroolties. Un .onday a fresh transport was sent on -
ite way. ‘the nunber. of :the members of the Jewish Gouncil was
reduced from 12 to ©O» S iES sl

L umyas. RS
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= .2y 18.. _The_lurger oamp, where approximutely 1%,000
persons were orowded together, was complotely emptiad by~
ednesday, after the. transportation which begun on Sundey.
The transport--70 to 80 persons per oar=~was gsent in the - ' i e —
alreotion of KmeBa. Those transported might take nothing
with them, thelr betber slothes were tugen off them, aznd
esch raillroad ear had only oz bucket of water. .‘These Jews,
tormented to death, tried to break out of ths sur in
vatoraljaujhely, ««nd 36 of them luokily lost thely lives in e
this way. <The smaller camp was also llguldated. Those C
_ersons brought from .unkacs to the ghetto nwiber 7,000.
The Jews fron .amkaes, who were brought to the ghetto, were
trunsferred under éifficult conditvlions to the empty blgger
samp early in the morning of the 17th. The elroumstances. of -~ -
the transfer wera oo brutal, thut sone persons atteacied the - :
Jolics vith imives. ilereby Tive Jews lost thelr lives. )
Those balonging to the ocuategories of exceptlons, even thoee
dootors tranaferred here from the .lnlstry of the Intezior,
underwent the saue fate. . ... e N e

Jday ©0. ‘e received the followlfiy shabtering inforustion:

n, mnkaos, uuszt, [ngyszolloa are empty. -“The Jews were-all - T T e ,ﬁ,;ﬁﬂ
transported away." ' I ]
ilagyrv arads : A

- . L8y 3o -In-the very early mornlng the ghetto placards— -
appeared, and already at 5 o'olock ln the morning a debectlive
acoompanied by u polloewan tool all veluables {rom the Jews,
ané gove them 15 to 20 minutes to pack the most necessary. .
clothes, bedw-linen and provislons for 14 days. In one room:
16 to 18 persons were orowded together, the windows on the
street were boarded up, bthe ghetto was surrounded.

Jay 11l. The guerd on the surrounded ghetto was streng=
thened on the litk. The police on duty there were replacef by
gendarnes, so thet it was impossible t0 approach the ghettos
»8 an indlcation of the strictness of -theiwateh, those - :
streets, one side of which belonged to the ghetto, suoh us
for example sertesz, szacsvay snd Kepuelnus slley, wer atched
by the gendarmes, whe sllowed the Christlen inhabitants to go
only on bthe sidewalks Thoss so-culled rich Jews, or those
considered rich, were without exception arrested.  They Ifound
theaselves under arrest in the police station, und in the -
Gendarmerie of the olty, whers they lund to undergo deyllilsh.
treatzent. ‘through this wmeains they tried to get them to tell
wi.ere tiey had hidden their slleged valuables. :ihe Jewlsh
vounoil was likewise arrested. 4 Ll R

Jay £4. The "little ghetto", where the Jews from thie sur~
roundling ocountry were concentrated, 1s now completely empticds
The people, tormented half to deatliy were pubt into:ralliroad
cars, 70 each, ‘lhe lurge ghetto was more strictly surrounded
and tho snguish oontinued. o B R

sy 2bs  The entrainment po@tinuas; Magyvarad Lsfempty’
of Jews. e , :

nessa. e . P S ER AR
~oril 28, .leven streets were assigred to the Jews of
Lassa as a ghetto. On the B0th of .pril these wers reduced

to thres. rlnelly, however, “tie réater part of the Jows of
L T Laeesa
o
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nussa were tuien cznd pluced in the brlckya;d, : /%Djff~~

- - ' «.ay 2. dihe fateof the 12,000 Jews 1n ‘the briokyard is- e
cotastrophlic. .omen, ohildren, wnd old men are, lndeed, .

- - gheltered under a roof@in a drylngerotm of tle briokyard but
t.e poor people, deprived of all thelr possessions, cannot
be protected tiere, as the drylng-rooms huve no side-walls.
winoe the deportees had to leave thelr homes, which luter
were oompletely pluncered, very suddenly, they ceme to the
brickyard without the barest neceseitlies and vithout pro- B
vislons. Unly 80 per oent of the deyortees had provisious. : '
vrinking water was brou.it once dally in the clty spriokiing
aurts. : ‘ : i o —

LAY 8, krom u true old friend, a yromlnont personality,

vie received the folloving lebtter: "For sowe hours L wma out

of the lorrors. 7The comaunlty kitchen needed ue for a certsin
work, und I ocame-out for a short time. I am afraid I cannot
stanﬁ it for long, for we are sufferins beyond desoription.

we lie In tihe dust; have neltlher straw-mutiresbes nor covers;
and will freeze to deatll. ~The plase is seclel; I Ao ot gee
any way out. Lo nobt send wme anytulng, we don't get it anye
way. F¥or some days we still huve somebhlng to eat, how 1t
will be luber on, only God snowss rthere are aboubt 15,000
~8rsous iere, The csommunity-kitehen nov gives us, after lons
walting 1a Lline, « sort of soup=liguld, But who willeontide "
us to support this institution?  The cormmnity viontt be able
10 G0 50, 4 have not esten for days, and hope—im-~this way to - -
- shorten my vay. %we are so nsglested, that we do not look — == "
human any mores. 71here 18 no possibility for cleaning anything.

we have not tuken off our clothes sinee. coming - hers. Hest

greetings to you all, pray for us that we shall dle soon."

Juy 15. Yhe first eight barracks of the camps vere
~ ciptleds with thub begen the lust stage of tie suffering
of the Jews-from sussa. kirst 4,500 persons were put into
rellroad ocars. The men and boys were completely -undresasd
under the open sky, in front of the cars, so thut they might Ll
hide nothing, The women snd glrlsg were exwmined in the same -
way by the gendamaees in the barracks, The four weeks of
concentration have so completely ruined our. brothers, that -
ei ut of them dled when put int¢ the oars. ih each car were
gut, with terriryinb brutality, 70 o 80 garsons.

say 18, fThe evacuation is boing on. —Iheiaonoentramion
camp was completely cut off from the outer world by the
gendarmes und poliscemen. - wven the members of tihe Jewish
Uouncil were not asllowed: uO approach the oamp.

.ny £0s In the evenlng, at 6 o'clogk, tne members of )
the Jewish Counocll were arrested, -~ Those’ bhristians who helped ‘
the Jews in some way were also pub - into’ cars and taken away T et
together with the Jews. :
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. June 7. In Kessa tiere are no more Jews. In the same or -
similer circumstanses the whole Fewlsh population of ‘ungary,
¥ ,with the exoeption of Budgpest, wae soncenbrateds bDurlng the :
next deys the orders relative to sudapest were made publlo, B . T
h and tiiere was no doubt what fate was ln store Tor the lasd

city 1ln usungary whioh up to thabt time was not yet subject to

concentrsblon, at that time the following citlies wers

completely ocupty of Jews: ulunkaos, Ungvar, Noreyszesz,

dagyszollos, huezt, learamerossziget, uWagyvarad, Sasybenys, : ==
Beszterce, soloszvar, .mrosvasarhely, Szatmarnemsetl, .Jatliszalke,

Buja, Bavrcs, Jacstopolyw, UJvidek, bzmabadks, wedts, wombor,- e
.urakoz, Gyongyos, muturaljaujhely, erosputalk, Lullagysonlyo, S
uzaszregen, uepsiszentgyorgy, leeso, aknaszlablna, uaaykaroly,

¥elsovise, sugykanlsza, uassa, ves, myiregyhaZa, idswerdse

Ihe population of- the followlng oltles, togethor with
the Jewlsh populstion of Lhe surroundlng sountry, was concenw - -
trated in ghettos und will be deporied in the next few Quyss 2
hDﬂdTOM, Gyor, Lunaszerdshely,” Misknlo, rezfs T

there. follow the statlstios on our brothevs degorted I
from eash lndividual clity: T

Lubgarpathid: T o LT
_sunkass L 85, 000. souls,
- -7 7 lngvar: ' o ,lm 000 )
Heregszasa . 8,000
sagyszollos 8,000 "
szt 12,000 "
ilaramaroszi= -
get 15,000 . - .
Felsoviso - . 5,500“*" ‘**‘f—*“:i* ***** e
™ Teosnd 8,000 r“,’ : .
.&naszlatina 3,500 %o T
lza - : ) L.9,000 - " 106,000 souls
Transylvanias
sagybanya 14,000 souls
Beszterce ‘ ’ ; 8,000 "
solozsvar 18,000 ¢
waT08Vusarhely - 6,000 "
Wagyvarad - 25,000 . "
Des - 6,000 7 @
wzilagysonlyo 8,000 - "
HZABTeLeN ) 5,000 . o . B
Sepsiszentyyosry. 3;000 ol 94,000 80Ul T
Upoer .ungarys '
wuS8a 15, 000 souls )
vatoraljuujhely, .
P varospatal - . la 000 "

Gyongos Yors s.ooo . 35,000 souls
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Upper ‘resoning =
o L
sdyirecynaza . 18,000 souls
wlgvarda =18, 000 "
.atiteszalka 12,000 "=
wzatmarnoaeti 25,000 7
Jdugykaroly o..B,o00 o 75,000 souls
woUuth uun; arys
nagykanisza t 7,000 "
duja 8,000 "
Hares 2,600 "
pagstopolya : - 4,000 “
ujvidek, nzabale
sa, ~enba, oom-
bor, .iurakoz 5,000 " 285,000 souls

¥rou tie 15%h of .y to the 104k of Juneg- thiere were
in all 355,000 Jews deported Lronm LLiungary.
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on Lhe basis of voliuble informwtion, 90y of
tho Jewa deported frem uwngery werse taien to :
wuseieliés in Upper wilesls. - - - 7 .

.6 e in posaession of an oxaoh desgription of
tle wzbemuisution ownp, ausshwitz, Fron our deteiled
protoool relative o tHis, whioh is well outhentloated
and conflzied from several sOUress, we are only ¢iving
a short exbruct. The protocol wea taken word for word : -
from Gthe Gevosition o two young sSlovaklan Jews. One
of thom was baisen on »pril 13, 1842, from e ooncene
prabion camp of Szered bo angohwitz and fyom %here to
Hizkeneu, and the otlher oane on dJune 14, 1942, fzrom
the oamp uear ilowsky to Lublin, and from-there_%o.
ivkenau and laker bo .usohwitz. 7These two deported
slovarisn Jews succeeded, after loag preparation snd )
superbuwman exertlions, in esdaning, and vhey are noew IR ST
nevbrol tOTPLiLOIY. . P BRI

]

*in .uschwity ve were broughi dlreavdy to-a bipg. - o
 barracks. On one sldes of the bagzreeks v hed o BbTip .o - - oY
© 7 “and give up our olethes und valuubles. In this_state
wo vent ©o & nelohbosizg berradks, where after belng ERE
somplebaly shorn we wore disinfected uith Lysols | Lash
one received s nunber ugon leavimg the barracks. The
nubers began ab 46,600 :ith thls nuwber in cur hands
we vere drivon to » thlrd barracks, vhere, as a slen
~ of oug whodssion, the nunber vias tattooud on” the left
breast in bhe most brubul menner. ¥rom there vie were
driven, & huudred at a_time, 1nto & cellar, and bhen
again into a barracks; wiere we reoceived the clotiios
of eonviots snd wooden shogs. [hese clothes wers belien P
from us on the semeé afternoon, and we reselved olé '
o e Pagued husslen unifoxms. . Thus we wers Brought to

o pBirkensite :

"ihe eump commandant; of ausehwltz supervised the.
work eump of sirkensau and sarmanse; the susll farm of
the ocump. Ehe prisoners were provided with consscutive
nunbers scecrding $o their enbry iato the gamps b the-
tiie of our esoupe, in the beginning of April, (1844, :
Lhess numbers smounted to 180,000, - Leter 'the pumbers .. - 7 S
were tabttooed om the Lelfd food. .lthough The treadnent T T TR

of the
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of tie prisoners was the sume for all, still they were

differentisbed woocrdlpy to nationulity wund cutegory of )
the ‘orime’, by meuns of different colored trliean;les wWhihn L2l o
different letters on their outer ciothing. (rertinent ' A

detulls are to be found in tlis original protocol,.)

Un the grounds of the camp ab auschwltz are tiue vorkshops :

of the D.i. (Germen nrmoment t.orks), of the flris of .xupp L

and biemens, a lurge faotory of the BUil. under construction. —

nere many of the prisoners work, ; .

nMhe aotual grounds of the camp cover u surfuce of
500 by %00 meters, surrounded by a double rov of ‘conorete
pillars and high tenslon wires. issetween the two fences,
about 150 mevers epart, there are watoh-towers about flve-
meters hich, whioh are provided with machine-guns snd
searchlights. in front of the lnner elestric fence goes
an d6rdinary wire fence. any disturbunce even at this - - —-
fence ls answered by Tiring from tho wabtéh-t-rrers. . This
gystem of guarding is sulled the 'lititle chalb of posta'.
Ihe caup itsolf consists of three rows of houseg. .soross )
{ron these stunds the blg ohain of posts, which surrounds — ———-. = . .~ -~ -~
the whole eamp in a oircle of about two kilomebersy with
wateh~towers 150 mebters apart. -On the-camp grounds, .be=. . - . . _
tween the little and the biy cheln of posts are~the. . .
various worlishops ond laboxr areas. The little ehain of

poste 1s puarded only ut night, and ot the ssme tlme-the . =
oleotric current is turnsd on in the double wire fences.

«n the mornings, when the garrlson of the little ohain

of posts goes off duby, the towers of the biy ohaln of

posts are manned DY suurds. It is nearly impossible to

et through both 6halns of posts. The gusrds in the big

chiain of posts ure rellieved: only ofter tlie number of

prisoners infthe 1ittle chain of -posts is confirmed.

Yhen an osdaye ls mede, sirens are blown, ond with the

help of s men znd bloodbounds the fugltive is hunted for

three duys. .fter three duys the sesrch is glven upa- S
If the fugltive s caught alive, 'he is hanged 4n the . - :
presence of the whole cump. Uub 1f only his.corpee is

found, it is brought back to the entrunce of the camp:

and a.tavlet is put in i%s Land with the inseription:

‘iiere L am.*® ) '

",.hen we ot to Blrkenau, there were furnished a

* kitehen sebt up for 15,000 people, two oompleted houses,

and ode under construotion. : Laoh bullcing ie .about.

200 sguere metors blg,and 400 %o S00 persons are:orowded .

together in them. : el et il e e e

-vhree deys after my arrival I was.sent with 200: -
olovakian Jews %o work in the baw of auschwitz. Our
living quarters were still in Birkenau, Twice a day we
5ot something to eat. lioontines a litver of turnip soup, -
and in the eveaings ©00 gruuws of bad breed. -orking con-
tions were the worpst and nurdest luasinable, so tiab most-

ey - ‘ ' :

3.
o

of us™
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of us, vieakened by hunger and unnourishing £oo0d,
ooulc not stand upfunder it. Out of our working
group, %0 %o $5 people dled dally. wuany vexe
sipply struck down while working by the. fCapos®
{overseer). ihe deficlenoy resulting from thls
was dully mmde up from those left in Blzrkenau.

- hen Lhe second hruansport arrived, aftver l4 duya, .
out of our trenepori of 850 persons only 160 - —
people were left im the so=gglled. 'siekk housota

7o it were brought the unemployable prisoners. : — . )
we oounted about 150 dead daily. The corpses were - R
delivered %o the ausohwlitz oxematorium. L )

».t the saie time begen the go-culled 'Selectiont,
.very week, .ondays snd thursdays, the pLtandortserzt
determined the numbey of prisoners who were to be
sassed and thelr bodiehurned, 'Ihose pelected were.
londed on a %Etok, which brought them-to-the ——— -
‘nelghboring sirkenwald. hoever a¥rived there alive
was gussed and burned in a pit. In the slok houss, ] - R
the notorious 'Hlosk ilo. 7%, about 2000 people dled N ————.—
woekly, of whom about 1,200 dled a ‘natural? death, . , :

«nd about G600 Hhrough 'beleotlon’ LT R

- i!.ri the orizinal protoool there follows here ..oz .-
very oxast information on the origin, number, end—— . ..
identlfylng punisers of the deporiescs.)
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Report of a hungarian deportad
woman Irou the extermina=
tion cump

In .unkuoe we wers brought in terribie-oiroum~
stunces together with other Jews from tlie -vieinity,
to o brickyard cutside the elty. There were a few

. tipousend of us, who had mostly o iive- in tle openo. .

& Tirst we received absolutely nothin, to eab, und

had to maze oub with the stooks we prought with us

and paoiets sent by friende iivinz in .unkaos. Luber

they opened w kitohen, Trom which we gob Just emough

to xeep us from sLarving. ‘'he men were baken out to - ]
work, they had to do guite pointless and worthless— .. ... =

labor. hey wore soverly beaten and exersised for ~ —
hours. .umong others, a iungarian-officer behaved
himself very brutully. .

~ednesfay, the 17th of .iay this yeartw§,300 of us

were pscsed into 45 frelght-oars, 75 in @ Gare. e
were told in behalf of Lr, splegel, who ren tlie olign=""

- cery, that-the sartfoge wrodaja had set acslde-a-alllion-; .. "

sengo to onuble us to be taken inlund, to wLorotbegy
Jonseguently, we left .unkaocs in. the bellefl thut we:

were going to Lorotbagy to orKe &5 Ve pessed il
watoraljsulhely, souo in our car expressed a certaln
doubt, besause they mulntoined taat ve were solng in

the ¢irectlion of Xassa, not uorobbagye. .nd sure snough - -
W& oune to kessas There the cars were opened and

Jowish members of labor battellons gave us.wabter.

1hey told us that we should tuke as nuoh wabter oS ve
could stesk up, because we would get no more until
reanhing our destinetiom. This proved to be true..

.o traveled for three days without thie oar dcors being
oncned, 1 do not knov the‘direction'of,the journeys
~ Tew, vho stood by the windéw, salé¢ that we passed
araXat. Un caturday, .ay £0th, we arrived, after a:
foarful trlp. there was no statlionto be seen, but
taore qust have been one farily near, pinee’ tiere vere -
many railroed tracks there. Jesldes our trunsport
there were three other transports stunding on- the -
tracks, two from oubcarpathla, one from Ba6BKg. @ -
huad to et out. <1he baggage had to ba left in the
curs. ahis was taken oub-Dpy young people with striped
6lothes, - sucared with red 70lor. -.o wWers separated
into three gyoups: 1) uen, 3) Childless vomen ané
cilrls, 3) .omen :.ith chilcrens. - fhe two first-groups
were led off in a direotion whereé a few housed vere:

'7£o be,'
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. evening. X asiied a rallroud .mn, how I could et to
twungary, he asked me, whether I had papers. I unswered, . . :
0f courss. I asked for a tioket for Hzloyva, because . s T
L saw exestly tho enme mounbulng ss we have at home, -
and L sssumed frowm that that I was near home, They ==

angwered me that they ¢id not know the olty. I was

btagen to wn old gantlemun,. who also didnt{ wwwnt to- kuow T
anythlng about this oity. I wWes askesd, where the o T
statlon was; I naturelly unswersd, in hungery. They .

asked ma pgaln, 1f I had popers, I said { 4id. wince

1t was evening, I sald that L would look them up wund show

them next morning. Thoy were sabtisfisd with this, Lince

I nafurally wasn't golung to wait uantil morning to show

the popers, I went away from the stetlon in the-direstion

of the mountalns -on foot.- -k spent the nigh% in- the-woodsy
in the morning L came to & hunter‘s house and asked, how
I could get Lo nlovakla, I had besn told, in the meem- . - :
bime, that Llovukla was over theres 1 was reseaived dn- T T Tt e
on unfriendly way uné went on. Labter I asked peopls, :

how to pev-to sSlovakla, the dlrestlon was--poinbed out-bo - .=l o o
me, but I was told that in this direotion thers-fas-g - ool
border guard,; and one could only pass there with peperss. . - - —
L naturally asserted that 4 had these, bubt went Im~ .
“enother direstion. L ocame bask %o rolish berriiory.

Gay wnd o night & wandered around, until I saw farmers
working in & valley, who 0lé me, that I was on slovakion:
ground. L
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' trapalation : "
) 7 ' Budapest, July ls, 1944
fhe rresent .Gate of .ieasures 1uken by uha
sungurisn Government wlbh regard to Jews ip as follows:

T
]

% .
1., +The dlspatoh of Jews for vork abroad ls temporarily .
sus ponded. ‘

2, In wview of groposals submitted by the mzadleh x!ed .

sro8s, Lhe s,mibration bommiseion of Balestme, ﬁransm.u
by the cvies Legabtlon, as wsll as by the VY J.{efugee Board,

the Lungarien Goveramsnt has authorized the-emigratien of

o e

.Tm.s Lo ..meden, switzecland, Bales,tine and oth@r cpuntrias; .
2. 'io Lweden, uithin the aforementioned saope ‘of aotlon
of the wwedlsh ued Cross, Jews who will obtain from nd:ﬂo'the
ing of sweden uwedlish nationality may ewlgrate. -
“Fews who huve relatlves in uweden, or huve ned ooamercial
cunnections for come time with that sountry may amigrate %0
sweden oT xalsstlnee ¥ "
This oatagory includes petvieen 400 and 500 gersons.v
b.) «migration to Palsstine, vith the uasietanoa of
the I.mugra.tion Commission of rulestine and 1.11‘.11 the inter=
vention of the wwise Legablion abt ﬁudapest, hag been al~
thorized to several thousands: of Jews. 7
The above-mentioned persons nay emigrate to falestine
if they are in possession of an;"Immigration uert;fioate'
delivered by isritish authorities. '

On the basis of the above—nantioned ,.)roposals oi‘

Bo)
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the .ur Lkefugse Hourd, the imngarian Government has authorized -

’ the International Ked CGross to send Jewish children under 10

years of uge to relestine, 'fhe samo-Coumittee (Doard) will

be authorizs  to materimlly ald Jews igterned in lLungary.

aBlde Trom the above-mentioned conagasions-the'following

alleviations bave been asoorded with regard t0 the treatiment

of Jewe:

1. ‘the sending of baptized Jews for work abroad has
gousad for kthe fuituze.

s a.) The aspeolal adminiatration of baptized Jews hds

been entirustod to the "Counsil of naptized Jews“ orgunizud oo

-July 6, 19440 7 . ,' i\\‘ff\f~—«~~>%—~w%»~-;'—ﬂ;~———-—"“
be) Jews vho huve been baptized befors ;pgusﬁ;l,rlﬁél,
may remaln in the country but thelr segregation from nons"
~ Jemlsh persong will be ordered.

8o} ‘ney are entltlea o all the advantages of

pragtising thelr rellgion, -

A N ST
%, ae.) TFacilities grovidédﬁfb:rwith regérﬁgtd Jews

lomiciled at Sudapest villl ve apgiio@ble to béptiied Jews

outsids the osaplital. ’ | h : v
b.)'n revision on ﬁhe sﬁbjebf of baptized Jews seht

2

to work in Gernany 1is envisabed.
4, It will be established, us soon ‘as gossibla, who e
is-to be considered as & converted Jew and thab will be done

“ not oaly for Jews between 18 und ‘60 years but for all Eews of

all sges.

5. ion-converted Jews serving in,;ébor,8r0ﬂP55iﬁ fungary



will be replucdl by baytized Jews.

6. Gonverted Jews will be authorized to leave
their home on ~undays and rellglous hollidayse at Qa timav
whiloh will permit them Lo Satisfy the obligations of
their religlon, i 7 - N ’ o e

7. 1he folloving aré exenyt frém ﬁearing%a
Jewlsh star:’

ao) .ewbers of the fumily of ministers-ofa - R N

Christian faith (ééiétivea, brothers and sisters, vives
and ohlldsyen of rrotestant pastorao)' W:.,,,, 4”;¥4~~ﬁ<i\:—'W4h~~~4--~L”«_7T>f

be} Hearers of eoolesiastinal deoorations ‘fﬂpal}“gw":;W*'”Aﬂ**f::%?f:;:f;

64) Jembera of tue Order oﬁwthe Lolynoepulchreo i

B
1, 4.) Disoretionary right ls reaérﬁeé:by HeBekie the
Regent o exenpt a oertain number of Jews.l; » |
. 8 Do) Jews married %o a person of’ oﬁristlan fsith
‘will be exempt. v
¢.) Jews who wear oertain war decorations (Gold
 .edal of .dlitary ‘sravery, 6300)'
d.) Jews who have oartuin sgecial merits.
6.) rriests of ghristian oultsa

- e i . )
2. ihs dojarturefof Jews fdriﬁork'abféad”ﬁiii'bé
aone within oondit;ons r'~pectin5 the luavis of humanlty
and the aungarian red Uross will huve the possibiliity of

supervision.
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N 3, whe dlapatoh of urgels oi Toodsbuffs wlill be

authorized for persons lnterned in conoentrationibampe‘
turoush thie ohannel of the wed Cross.

Y Dudapest, July 18, 1944
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Mr, Katzki 1s communlcating with ¥Mr. Maxson, in B B
the Military Attache's office in Istenbul, in order i )
to attempt to have these questions enswered by courier. . . .. .. .
from Bucharest. - ' ST -
Mr. %.isner has Been'supplying information to' 'the L
OWI. .
- Rt
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EMBASSY OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMBRICA |

Istanbul, August 29, 1944 -

Dear Mr. Pehle:

For your information, and in the event that yau
have not already received it from other sources, we
are enclosing herein a translation of the Amnesty -
Decree issued by the new Rumanian Qovernment, which' -
relates in part to persons in Rumenia who have ‘been

interned or imprisoned on political groundﬁ.

spacial section decreeing the abolition of concen—
tration camps in Rumania,

We have no further information, up to this
moment, as to the manner in which the provisions
of the Amnesty Decree are being executed, but we
are pursuing the matter because of their connection
with the efforts of the War Refugee Board in behalf :
of oppressed peoples in Rumania.

Cordik: lly yours 5

/s/ T4 AL Hirschmax{n
I. A: Hirschmann'
Special Attache
Yr. J. W, Pehlé, Executive:Dirsctor
War Refugee Board :
Treasury Building ] .
Washington 25, D.:C. . 4

Enclosure

CC - Messrs. Pehle, DuBois, ,Abrahamson,—Friéd;{an,rIpsser

Miss Hodel

. We call your attention particularly-to-the =i - ---
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* amesty who, after January’ 1st,

" are by way of being investigated,

Translation kL Last 23, 1944

AMNESTY DECRER

Regarding Decree No, 3072 of September 7, 1940,
we decree: o

Article 1. Amesty is granted on all violations of ‘:1"
law provided for by penal codes, military justice codes and
special laws, brought to action (charged) or committed after

" January lst, 1918, meted out on political charges, whether
they have not been proved, are about to be investigated, or
have been definitely tried, without regard as to whether
they come under civil or military codes. SR

Article 2. Those persons do not benefit under: the

1934, have been guilty: of
intention or execution of political infractions, either as”
moral or material authors or accomplices of political murders,
mirders, thefts, perpetrators or inatigators,,of,arson, or--=

those who under the pretext of political ‘activity-have - . -
pursued guclh aims. ’ ’ o

© Articlé 3, Amesty is granted for infractions co

by civillans or army men after January lat, 1918, which are
provided for by military justice codes, whether they have not
as yet been discovered, are being investigated, or are now at

the examining magistrate's or have been definitely tried,
These are: a

Desertions, Article 545,557 of the Code .of Milltary: Justice,
Non-submission to enlistment, Article 542, 544 i
Destruction of military objects,” Article 558, 568 of the
Military Code, as well as infractions provided for:and
punished under Articles 569, 570,609, 611, 612, 615, 619,
617, 498, and 503 of the Mlitary Justice Gode. :
Also, infractions intended or committed aft
1930, and provided for by special decrees:

Decree dated February 26th, 1940, and ‘its amendments on
requisitions; the decree- for

‘esplonage of June 26th, 1930;°
the Jdeerees on Al=defense; the decrees which deal directly
with mobilization of the war,-1941-1944, as well as thoge -
provided for by military orders; regardless, as to whether they
are applied (meted out) to pilitary / fien_or.civiliang, ...

7/ Article 4. Anmesf.&-is granted: for infractions ‘committed
after January Lst, 1918, whether they have been discovered or

or are-now being tried, or
even if they have bean,deﬁq;itely Judged: * T :

or January 1st,

o

a) for the pesasants vithin the appiicatiéii ‘o'f preétation

“tax, agricultural mobilization, the practical application of

agricultural plans in war=time, as well as for infracticng of
public laws, ; ;

tted
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b) for workers in industries andemployees of all categories
for having supported their claims, on professional questions, or
for infractions of the application of the decree regarding
regulation in tdms of war,

¢) all infractions provided for by the law on religibn;
in relation to the persecutions of religious sects, and the
decrses having a racial character. .

Article 5., This decree applies to the pez'petratora, their
accompilices, and all”those who have. favored any-infractions,
ag-well as to any additional agcomplices. Those definitely
condemed will be restored to their political and civil rights. = . L
The Minister of Justice will see to the application of the - B
present decree. :

Bucarest, August 23, 1944. The President of.: the Council i
of Ministers, C. Sanatescu. The Minister of.Justice, Lucretiu : . -
Pataskanu. : ’ ; T




Translation . , fugust 23, 191;1,

DECREE REG:RDING THE ABOLITION OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS B e

On the basis of Decree No. 3072, September 7, 1940, in
conformity with a report issued by the- Minister of Justice,
we decree:

As from the publication of ‘the present decree, all -~ - S
internment camps created by any administrative order are
abolished on Rumanian territory. All ‘those interned will be
set free immediately without further formality., At the same
time, from the publication of the present decree all-admindg-_ .

trative orders relating to forced domicile are abolished, =~ = ' T T
Article 26 of Decree-236, dated February sth, 191.1, Decree ' :

Signed: The prosident of the Cowncil of M].nist.ers,;m e
Constantin Sanatesou.

i
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE o / '
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Istanbul, Avgust 5, 1944

Dear Mr, Abrahamsons

In connection with the fresh possibilities .
which now seem to exist for the emigration of : ) : ’
Jowish people in Hungary to Palestine, Mr, Katazki -~ : ST s s
has submitted to the Jewish Agency reprasentatives =~  — ~—— o oo T T )
in Istanbul the list of Jewish people in Bungary. - e
which-you gave him prior to hie departure, The e e
Jewlsh Agency representatives in Istanbul have i
advised us as followss :

"The 1ist is being checked by our
office and unless the persons mentioned.
therein have already been approved,
they will be now granted immigration

t

certificntes to Palestine,".

= Cordially yours,

' I. A, Hirschmann -
Speclal Attache

Mr, Albert Abrahamson ]
Asslstent Executive Director
War Refuges Board : &
Treasury. Department - -
Washington 25, D, C.-
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ANBRIOAN FMBASSY
Istanbul, Auguet 2, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle:

1 en snoluning herein a cepy of an interesting
report which I just received from the Jéwioh Aeoncy
represontntive in Xstanbul, B

1) Report dated July 7, 1944, ,including sbatis- -
tice on the situstion of the Jews from Holland, otc. - K
These figures were based upon informeiion reciéived by Hra, EREE
Gertrude Van ‘i'iJn. who was & lepder of the Jowish Refugee
Committeo in Amgtordam; Dr. PTéubes, a vateran-Zioniste; and

others, These people paseed through-lstanbul emong- the group -... N

exchanged for Geiman nntione.ls as reported te you in & apecial
_ eable ox the mubject, L

3) A .digest of reports regarding the situauon of
the Jews in Belgium,

3) On pages 3 and 4 of the report are some notes.
on the concentration casps in Hollend. FPsge 5 contains sone
_ .4 inpformation alout thie oamps in Poland,

I trust you will £1na these reporta of 1n€érést.

Y_ ra truly.

(8 I A, Hireohmnn -

I,A, mrachnann
Speelal Ategcho

Mr, John W, Pehle, Bxecuuva Di.raotor
“Yar Refugee Board )
Treatury Départment 5
HYaghington, D, Q. -

Enclosures.




3) Yumma ¢

Doparted to Poland . . . . . . . .., .. . 110,000

Istanbul, 7.7.1944 -

Situation of Jews from Holland etq,

(1nformation received by S .
=7 . Tg =

Internad in conc. o. Yesterbork, . e a il . 3,000
L # " " Bergen-Belsen . . . . .
Bidden , . .. ... SRR R SR

L e

Internees according o ;‘iéﬁality e

Double natiomelity . . ., . . . .. . .. 600
(Eng) -Holl,
Paraguay . . . iv e 4 aiels 180-
Englemd . ., .., . .0 e e e e e . 370
Emr-'u-;‘u-’uo'--:;.'ocn. 1860
Padestdne , | .o uTe. G0 o S8
Haiti, Poru and = ) ToE s
San Balvador 1) ..., L, ... .. ]
H 80

Homdurme . .. .0 .. L L

Jews remaining in Viennxi .

oo elee s 4. 180
K‘ddm'....i.-‘--g'o---7-.--9-3.000,
Misehldnge | ., ., .., .7, ;3" ey, 8,000
" Deported- to Theresienstadt e e WL 18,000

only 3,500 remained)
Deported to Poland,




- Mgeny of Reports
regarding the situation of Jews in
. whplaiug

: I there were about 100,000 Jewe in Belgium,
The majerity of them emmigrated (sim) to France aftor the ecoupation
of Belgium but HECCO came back after the armistice,

In 1941 the Jewe must prosent themsslves to the pelice
and wear the David atar, 43,000 Jewa, only 5000 of which are
“Belgian, declare thewselves, - o

The Germans appoint the "assoointion of She Jews of Belai =
to dofend the Jewlsh interest. -This aswoointion helped the german

suthorities by encouraging.end even calling the Jews %o present them-
velves to the police, or as workers for ohligatory work, They wore . ..
all interned in the camp of malines, then-deported about 1,600°at &

time, The Gérmans nlso hunted the Jews everywhere and in svery way,
Thue the nunber of Jews deported so far 18 no less then 27,000

A The Central Oommittes of Dofense is responssble (sic) for
-t : everything! concerning Jews. It worke and collaborates with the -
Belglan National Hovement of Resistance, 1% has two mub-cemmittess. .

1. Children's Commitbes. e
8. Hoclal Rellef Commistes

In the central cemmittes of Defence and n the children's
committee the msjerity are communists, CoE S

The belgisn authorities as well as the,ngtional ins$itu-
tions (Red-Cross, National Relief etc.) have been most helpful in
the renewal of identity cards for example and in many other waye.

Baportations.
First the Jews are concentrated in the malines camp where

they are allowad to get parcels. Sinee e certain time children and

veople above B0 yoirs of sge ars not deported but sra placed under

the care of the "mssacistion of the Jews of Belgiun®, In July 1943

and Qotober 1943 the numbor of deportees psr menth was 1500, Today

sbout 800 every i{wo months. At first about 200 Jews: ceuld escape frem
the tzaing every month, .but now this has becems izpessible,

£

) Ho news from those who vers. sent to Poland except an-
accasional letter telling of Eassacres. KHumberous letters
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from Upper-9ilagis where Jeve'work‘in minee, underfed, with no
medical gare. They are sent to Poland when they are too wesk
to werk,

About 15-18,000 Jews are laft in Belgiunm,

1. Jawe with p legal statug. (sbout 5000)

a) 3000 personal ef the AJ B,

®) 600-800 people above 60 yeare of age, taken care L
of by the A, J, B, - ‘*

o) 400 ohildren ,

d) 200 sick people living in twe jewish hospitels.

e} 600 Jeve in concentration camp of malinos., . -

I1. Jevs in illegal wpeitdon. TR L

A8.000 Jews are hiding, 1800 childrern wers hidden in
convents or in christian families by the chfdren's committee,
vho locks after them and has a monthly Yudget ef 1,000,000
Belgian Francs that comes frem the Joint through certain Bel.
glan banks, from a menthly colléction of money railsed by the
2 . members of the gemmittee, from contridutions from national
o Belglan institutions and from certain private donstors, -

L.000 ohildren placed in families by their parents, - -
1.000 children hiding with their parents T :
8,000 adults hiding, (3,600 in Brussels, 600 in

Antwerp 800 in the country)

The minizun sum needed to survive is 1000 francs per month
per persen, but the central committee oan give enly 300 to a
peresn plus & parcel, or 400 fros to aiceuple plus. twe parcels,
The number of those whe need help and cennot get it is augment.
ing every day. The Red-Oress and the Bglgien notionsl Helief
glves B00D feod parcels a month o the central coxmittee, who. .
has a monthly budget of 1,200,000 franes (Z00.000 being the . S
- nomn} monthly budget ef the A.J B, and 1,000,000 from the
Joins), . ’
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Barneveld

3
A% Dosthuchen 6 Jews, former members of the N,5,B, live freely
but cannet leave the oity.

in two castlen, Jews who had rendered service to
Holland in different fields were intorned under the supervision
of .a director and 6 assistanta who are antigermans, They are
not obliged to work, but must cook and keep the plece glean.

Shalaugim at Yesterhork

The first big group vwhich stayed in W, came from a Hi-hs ' T
Kibouts the 1,10,42, NMost of the Chaloutsim were saved from
depertation due te their producting work snd to their connec-
tiene, They lived in baracks (sic), worked out of the csap, -
in & breom factory in winter, and vﬂ.th peagants in the summer,
They continusd their werk of education, In September 40 ——
they had to lsave for Poland, about ten were sent in & csmp in
Southern Germany with all moce vho had eertificates fer
Palegtine, :

By Aspera ad astra,
i Hagtaxrboxk

Former camp for emigrants, who had illegally arrived frem
Germany. A&fter Gerasan occupation only for Jews, At the begin-
ning of 1943 all Jews of German erigin and all sthers fron 18
to 65 yeare of sge were concsntrated thére. A OGermasn cermander
(Deppner) vas appeinted besides the Dutch ene. The oamp was
enlarged and used as & Sransit ¢emp., In July Y80 young Jews
ordered %o go to work in Germany came %o Westerberk with ne
luggege except a rucksmek, ZThey had to get inseribed at the
Judenrat and deoclare their wealth, . In Auguet 600:Jews whoe had .
tried to escape from going to Germany wore caught and cpme to D
¥W. in terridle condition., Thereaftor depsrices were alloved to
take only 10 R H, TFrom a concentration ¢amp at Aumersfort came
350 Jewe most of whom were cenverted and 80 éf which wers pnesta
ete, Every week 2 convoys left for Auschwitsz,

Life and Cenditions at Westdrberk

The Jews thenmslves were in charge of the cantine and of
the service in the camp, as well as of the offico of "reclamations"
wers one could write a petitisn to be feed if sne vore a !orolgner,
s half-Jsw, or & diamond workey, The German commander bad a
Jew as an assistant. The camp had & special bedy of men aoting .
as peliqs (Gx‘dnungnumot) whe vere in oharge of keeping ordor,

transporting the luggage and kuping watch evey the gamp prison
(Btranm-uh)




Z994 very poor., 1In hv? dormitoriea conteining 150 places,
1000 Jevs wers packed vith one washstend and one 4.0, in every
dornitory. They ware net given any blankets, They had to Xork
tvelve hours a day plus hours of exercise, even on fundays,

For any small reason yeople were sant to the 2amn nxigen or -
S/baracks. Even here one could bribe the Germans with money

and diamonde. Somstimes the Dutch policemen weuld help a Jay

to escaps. The B4 Dutohman who watched the camp wers $hieves

or murderers freed frem pricen to become 88, Every tws monthy
the Duteh pelice would be chenged. Thé Ohaloustim t11led the
sarth watohed by the poliés, In June 1943 a *recreation® group .
formsd by 80 artists under the direction ef Max Ehriioch gave

concerts or shovs,

On the lat of October all the Jews working in camps oame

to Yesterbork followed by their families, Thue 12000 Jeaws cams N
and there was food for 3600 only. Hany died of hunger, ~— . . . . .

In & camp for training 85, experiments were made on Jews,
they vere buried alive up to the neck or wers fed on half a
liter of soup & dsy, They were all oarried te the hespital of )
Westerbork, All theses whom I caw had their flesh decomposad
and their benes showing and many had to Ye amputed (st:rot a
leg or nrim. ) :

Every Tuesdny or Fridey a train left with 1000 Jews for
Auechwits te Poland. 014 people of.99 jears of age, the sigk
28 well an the orasy wers packed in wagons and sent to W, Ip
May 1943 no Jews were loft 1n Amaterdam exoept thoge working for
the Judenrat. The jewigh quarter vas surrounded by the Germen
police and the Jews were sent directly te Poland,

8000 slck children were sent to the camp at. Vught; 50%
of them died there, tut three dnys later they were egain packed
in merchandise wagens, the 1iving and the deed together,

The led action tosk place. on September 23, 1943. Al3
the Jews were arrestsd and sent to Vesterbork including the
Judenrat. Only the Jows married to Christians wers left, In
Holland, offlcially, ne Jew is left,

Yosht

A% first 600 Jews (300 men and 300 wemen) arrived at the
former concentratien oamp of Vught as specislists te prapare
barracks for different induetries such as toxtile, diamant, i
leather and elsctretecnic (Philips). Mr, Biuth of the Judenras
want to Vught to talk ever certain questions with the eamp

authorities. He is respensidle fer having prepagated ths news
that the conditions at Vught were satisfactery. In reality
8.000 Jewe werk territly until they are sent further on,

There is no mediocsl oars and the men see their wives end
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c¢hildran only once every f}fﬁee? dnys,
Letter and Information about tha camns
In Poland

. About 1L 800 labters received from Paland throush the

Judenrat, from Honevitz, Lesnovits, HMen and women are

savarated, food i3 peor, work hard and treatment bed., Inmeny —— — - -

cnseg wa found out that the letters were dictated to the

expaditors. Xllagal lettars coming with the Westerberk-Foland

train informed ua that the deportees passed through Bremen, e

Bresleu, Berlin er Ausehnitu, The trip lasted threo days,

Sometimes the German Red-Croes would glve bread and ceffae

or soup or nothing. Near Bresleu there was & camp fer the

Jowa of Rotterdam and & big camp with stone houses near

Auschnits, o T L
The night before the departure of the convey it wae for-

bidden to leave the barack te prevent running away er hiding in

the camp, At 4 o'cleck in the morning the ones whe were lsaving

wors notified, ILuggage was oarried te the train by porters of

the "Voluntary Column", At first the trains were normal with

seats for eyeryone, and bede fer the sick and for people abovs

75 years of ‘age, After May 80 people were packed in wvagons

of merchandise traine, The sick 25 in & wagon got a bit of

strow tc sleep on,

|
|
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38.000 - 32,600 600 naturalized french Sews. “hese Joews : '

arrived with their relatives (altogether about
"..® 1600 psrsons). Therefrom came asbout 400 -

men and 200 women, wearing the sbove nuiibers,” ~— e

to the usual manner, in the camp whersas the

" other 1000 french Jews: women, old men, chil- -

dren, wsre simply sent on a nearby rail in

the Birkenwald, and were put to death by gas -

and burned. .

From then on each Jewish transport was handled in the same way. .
About 104 of the .deported men and 5% of the deported women were.
sent to the camp, the others immediately put to death by gas

and burnt, ) :

‘he putting to death by gas and the burning was ex=2cuted by
the socalled "specilal detachment" which worked in two layers,
“ay and night. During this time the -Jews were put to death by
cas ant burned at & number of 100.000.s The persons of. the
Spscial detachment” lived separately. Bscause 6f the corpse-~
scznt, which they spread, we were not left in contact with
them, They wsre always durty (sic), completely unpruned_ and
brutal. WL T T

“In Iebruary 1943 the néwly constructed crematory and thé'gasi**”":”"f’”v~— =
room were opened. For thes moment thersrars 4 crematories—in—
Birkenau: The crematories consists: of“three parts:— — - 725 7
B : T

a) burning-stoves
b) "bathing-hall"
c) gas room.

From the middle of the stoves a high chimney stands out, around
which nine stoves with each 4 openings are.- constructed. Bach’
ovening can contain three.normal corpsesy’ The capacity of the
stoves is of 2000 corpses daily: Nearby is a big preparation
hall which 1s constructed:as-to . give .the impression of a batning
establishment. The hall-ican containi2000 persons and as -it is
pretented (sic), there are beneath biigiyaiting rooms -too. From
here a door and some stairs lead to thefgas-room, which is
below, very long and narrow., On the wall of the gas-room are
applied imitations of showsr>arrangement,’ So:that the rooms
awakes the impression ofj a giant bathing-room. On the Tlat

roof of the room is' a window, '‘which is closed hermetically by’ o .
three valves. From the gas-roon, rails are leacing throlgh the -~ Co s

hall to thé stoves.,  The victims areilead (sic).into the-hall, C

where they are told.to. get a bath., -Thers they undress them-

selves and in ordor: (sic). to' strengthen their belief, ‘they get .
a towel and soap. Then they avre-dvriven into the- gasroom. -~After . ~ . = -~~~ . .~
closing th=z doors, the S3-men spread- through the valvés into the’ : T
room, a powderlike preparation out. of tins. - On-the tins is

the inscription "Cyeclone for combating .the nuisance"” &nd-they

.wear the mark of a Hamburg factory: Probably it is a zyan-pre- el
paration which, at a certain temperdture; -gets sort of gas.

After three minutes everyone is deads. o




T e R
Kassa, B ) - Yo i e )

April 28, 11 SEraets were assigne” to the Jews as a ghetto. o i
these ware Taduce” to three, on the 30th of April, At least™ T T T
the grzat:r part of Jews of hassa were navartheless sheltered |
in the brick-yard, - - E

lay 2nd. The fate of ths 12.000 Jews sheltersd in the brick-

yar< is cabtestrophel. ‘iomen, children and old persons are shel-
tered under a roof in a drying-room of the brick-yard, but the

poor persons deprived of all thelr goors, cannot be protected .

thers, as ths drylng-rooms havs no side-walls. £&5 ths svacuated

ha® Yo lzavs at once their-lodgings- which aftePwarcs were com-

nl=tely robbzd- they arvived at the brick-yard without the
slightest equipment and¢ without food. Only 60/ of the evacuated

got food. Drinkwater is brought there once .a day by the

watering-cars of the towm.

bay €th. From a true old friend, a high personslity, wpﬁggt

following letter: "for some hours I am out of ths horrors. The

community kitchen neaded me for o certain work, ‘ant I came out

for & short time., I fear, I can't stend it for long, for_we are
suffering beyond description, +wWe lay in the dust (have neither
straw-mabtress nor cover) snd will freeze to death.  The lodging .

is sealed, I <0 not sse any way onti %o not send-me anythingy = ==

we don't get 1t anyway. TFor some days we have still something——F ——

to esat, how it will be furtheron, only God.knows.  Here are " —
about 15.000 persons The community-kltchen gives—alre PQyﬂgety¢~4—~—0--4*~“’”
after long waiting in a line, a sort of soup-liquid.. But who

will continus to supvort this institution,rthe communi ty won't

be able to ¢o so, I don't eat for days and hope so to. shorten

my way. Ve are so neglected, thet we do not:lodk humanlike!

anymore. No possibility for cleaning. Since we.are-hers, vie

¢id not teke off the clothes. Bsstgreetings’™ to youuall, pray

for usy we should die soon ST T T

May 15th Th= first € barnacks of the Camp were émptied. vlthww, i

that begun the last steps of:the ‘suffering of.the Jews from R
Kassa., PFirst 4800 persons were put into.yaggons. .The men and )
youngsters were completely unerS§§d under the oppn sky, .in: front -
of tlkewaggons, so that they msy hide nothlng. The women and

girls were examinated in the same wey by the constebles in the
barracks, The four weeks of concentration, have so completely
ruined our brothers, that 8 of: them died ‘when put. into the

waggons. In a waggon were put,under terrlfylng brutalltles—

70 to 80 persons.

ey 18th. The evacuation is g01ng on, _The concentration camp .
was completely cut off- from the'outer world by the constables .. R
and policemen, Zven the members of the Jew1sh,coun011 were not LT
allowec to approach the camp. :

liay 20th. In the evening 21 6 o'iclock,” the members; of-the Jew- E—
ish council are arrested. = Those christians who helped the:Jews"

in some manner, were also put 1n waggons ana taken away- togéher

with the Jews.

June 7th. No-Jew is anymore ieft in Kaséa.
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* Bratizlave den 18.6.44 . S

5eit meinem lebzten Bericht sind drei bils vier Wochen verganger,: v
- - - .

keine groese Zelt, os geschah aber soviel sntascheidendes im-

Lebens das ung. Judentagms, wie nie zuvor. Bis zum heutvigen Tage

aind 400,000 iienschen depgrtiert worden pnd es wird klipp und
klar erklaert, dass an der vollkommeneﬁihaaumﬁng der ung.
rrovinz alchts gemendert warden kanu, da dieé beschlossene
Sache ssl. 7

rusr Budapest, heisst eéz dass nocl keine bntscheldung : o
ueber dessen Dchickgal gefallen seil, wir taeuschen uns jsdoch

nicht, mit vergebenen Hoffnungsn und sind auch hier auf das.
& &

Sehlilmmsts pafasst., btabel wird schon von #schkenas offén

zugepaben, fass sinz Selektion des deportierten lienschenmaterials
stattfinist un’ zwar: 1) Arbeltsfashige waenner ~2) arbeifs- ——==— - —— U

fashigs . avdchen und kinderlose Frauen—3) Arbeitsunfaehlge -

uné K{inder,

- \
vazrschisdsnen érbeiten zugefuehrt. Gruppe drel Wird im.beruech—m

tlgban cuschwitz vernichtet. Das sind die nackten'fatsachen.

..ir haben sainerzeit berichtet, dass ein VgrtfauenSmann
(Joel) auck #mit unsaren wmpfehlungen ausgestattafffnach;Kuschta
sntsendet wurde mit der Vollmacﬁg; dass gegeﬂ:gewisse %arén;;;4~f'

leistungean, aschkenazseitS'Gegsn‘éistuhgén zﬁg sgt wurden, die - .

unssrarseits in dem Yunsch zur: ulnstellung der Denortation zZum

3

husdruck kamen. ileser Hann xam dorthin an, verhandelte und 85

kemsn von ihm sehr Verheissungsrolle Jjerichte usbef einen voll-

it dlesem #ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁ

:rfolg in der Tasche und mit den Abmachungen in Her Hand, warde

kommenen -rfolg seilner halsey

or hier taeglich erwartet, doch haben sich die Umstaende unglueck—

licherwelse so gestaltst, dass or statt r tour,rselne hsise:
nach Hretz fortsetzen musste. Jetzt sitzt er, gewollt oder
ungewollt dort und wir hier, und Jeden Tag gehen weitare

12000 Jued. kenschen aus unseren Keihen. Inzwischen’ haoen §1ch‘x

éie Geschehnisse ueberstuertzt- wa§érueher aktuell war, ist '7 R ey

heute mehr kein Gegenstand von Verhandlungen vor siner mlnstellung
gmx
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H

3
der Deportation im allgemeinen, kann mehr keine Rede seiln. : Tl o] g
worueber vsrhandelt werden kann, ist dle Hettung eines klelnen ‘ T &
Peiles der arbeltsunfashigen wenschen und sinder und dié aﬁéeb;
liche Zusicharung dass den in der Arbelt uwingereihten also Juden
h nichts sustossen wird unc 1; allgemelnen die Verpflegung srhalten, - - i
vle dle sonstigen Arbeitskategorien dort. mitfdiesen kaergliohen
vasich 'rungsn musssen wir uns lsider zufrieden geben und alle ' L
wpePt sufwended, um wanlgstans auf dleser Linle das nackte
Leper zu slersrn, alles getan zu haBen._ In diesem 4usammenhangs
bast ht folgsnder rlam: '

In sschikenas warden drel Lager fuer je 10,000 fienschen

ieser arbeltsunfabhlgsn satogorien errichtet die. aber aussohliess—

licr won uns bezw, von ausleendischen Juden elngerichtet and
erhalten werden muessen (denn die arle igung in Auschwitz B 4_;5;

wuerds coch den Aschk. ausser den Gaskosten keine sonstigen

susgaben v=fursachen unc Graufgahlen koennen und w011éﬁ*ste*dochw

nicht). viese bLagsr ‘waetten die Bestimmung Durch@pngélager‘zu-h_,W«W;x,‘;v4k<4,“?v;

sein, mit <um =ndzweck, diese menschen nach »panienvoder;Lortugal
auswandarn zu lassen, sofern Ausraisem&gllchkeitsn nach ﬁrez,

_Afrika oder Ueb: rage vorhandeft sein’ worden und vchiffeybereit—

steben, Aigse lenschen weiter zu befoe»‘ern.

ist daher Iare allsrerste und wichtigste Aufpabe, slch . o

i

cureh »aly mit dem JOINT in Lissabon in dieser ﬂlchtung ins

sE

sinvernehmen zu satzen. An zustaendlger utelle um die noetigen
sinreisen und :eiterreisenoeglichkeiten Z0 verhandén, avt. zZu
diesem Zwecke Cie Unterbringung in Interlmslagcrn in bpanian,r
bis dle ioegliehkeit der binschiffung gegeben ist, die Versorgung
der henschen und Kinder mit allem ﬂoetigen, kurz es muessen “glle
mit solchen TranSUorten zusammenhaengende Fnégen gruendlich
bearbeitet un’ gewissenhaft organisiert werden. o : . : - gif
Im Zusammenheng mit dlesem Lroblpm sollen als erster )
Transport 1000 Henschen evt., divekt, von hier abgehen, in welchem
viele Prominente, Rabbonim, deren ramilien usw. eingereiht :
werden sollen. Diesen Transpoht'Wuerden sie auch zuerst.ln : : e 'ir
S : R
|
|

den deutschen Interimslager unterbringen und weiterexpedieren




gy

~-5=- . . : 7 T ) e - :‘:;’ o

sobald die wsinreisemoeglichkeit nach'der iberischen_ﬂa%?insel
gasio@frt.ist./yﬂenn &8 in muTrer moeglichkeit bestoehly waere es -
“ahar aeusserst dringeng hel dlesen zwel seglsrungen oder
rsendschaften zu intervenisren, dass dle Binreisebewllligung
sofort erteilt wersen, wenn nicht anders safin ein Aufrangs-

lapsr un’ koelnte auch das ii, K, elngeschaltst werden, Viellelcht

mussazte dle 1llfe der alllisrten Vertrétungen auch in Anspruch
penommen warden uné koennte darauf’ hingewlesen werden,. REEXX
dass all Adlese w«enschen sobeld als moeglich nach srez welier-~

fahran, denn “er grossste Lell besitzt Zertifikate. Y%enn bLeu-

sen cia sinrelse nach Iberien rasch erhalten, so moechtae das

¢azu beitrapgen, die Uebrigen in den obenerwashnben Lagern halten
zu koennen un’ wenn “lese welter so koennten diese frigch aus- 7 T wmeeries
gefuellt wsrden - vorausgesstzt, dass ss nicht zu gspaet- wird,-

Jedanfalls aber, wenn aschkenazselts gezoligt -wird, -dags die .

- . - i U e
~achez ernst angepackt wird, besteht mehr Buergschaft .und Sicher-
hait dafuer, dass dis in den Lager untergebrachten isnschen

erialten blsiben werdsn. :tlesen wichtigen Umstand wollen 5is

bei ihrsn Bemu,hungen und bel Ihrer: Arbelt urwaegen,' s_gilt ja,
omns sich in Uebertrsibungen elnzulassen, den hestfdes ung.

Judantuns zu ratten.

Nun komme ich auf ras Grundproblem def ﬁrhaltun B!

bager zurusck. -1ic erstan dieser=

nsoorta wsrden dlede hoche

aus Miskolc, GyBr, Romaromn, ursekudvar abgefertlgt, 1nsge°amt
12.000 Aenschen der fabegorie der Arbeitsunfaehigen., uie kommen
in Lapern an, die laut Behauptung niehts ahdprs als,otroh una
Strohsascke aus Papier zur Verfuegung haben. iy allen anderen'
Noetlgen ruessen wir die Lager ausstatten und uie menschen | ’%%”
muessen wilr Vprflegen. Den’lransports werden gleiQhVnggons 7 } -
mit noetigen Lebensmitteln sngeschlossen, d&mit die MénSchen
unverzueglich etwas Nahﬁmg zur Vei’fuegung.habénr. 7

Sowohl dile Aufgabe, als auch die—Verahtwortuﬁg'iétiséhr

gross, Uie Lage 1st im allgemeihgn bereitsfgeschildért; sie hat

sich nur verschlechtert und es wird Tap fuer Tag~aergef—ﬁna

schlimmer.



-

Lie wittel dle Sie uns zur Verfuepung gestellt haben, sind
: >
slativ fuer “icas unpsheure Aufgabe gering. #ir dprechsn schon_

'3 i

3 aichit von den Vernflichtun%gn, dis die o, fuer dls skizzlerten

N cusegen usbernommen hebsn, wobel wir alleln suf sfuch engewiesen

sind. =iy rechnen, ¢azz die primitivsts wpelsung pro kann bel

cuprunalepung rrelter Borachoung ungef. .50 fr. also monatlich .

N

ron Sfr. 500,000 erfordarn, dices muessen von such unter allen

. t . - . '
stasnden flott zur Verfusgung stehen, ausserdem Wittel, die : B o

wlr fuer an‘-re Zwecke evi. noch benostigen oder benoetigen

sollb=»n. ~1is zu baschaffen, pusg und soll dls erste ¢flicht sein,

wobrlt wir den genauen postfasihiigen Urt wissen werden,

goben wir lhnen diszssn an, “1¢ rusessn -ann fuer wedikamente,

<1tamins usw. usw. sorgen unc¢ -iese svt. durch Mithilfe des -7 I -
.. . verschicken. :is 2achs gllt sehr da wie erwaehnt die o )
sreten Lrsnsnorts berelts dlese hoche den 15. ds. nach die T R

B . . - 3 s te 2 i 5 Ty T
baparn cbpefertigt werden. mufen Sie zug dlesem4wecke eln
besond~ras nommittes ins Leben, es lst der wuehe wert; !daa

usben von HNindsrn zu ratten.

.
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N :‘1\‘({: R, Heveh 13, 1944
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6 Uf Bhe

I have +he nonor to forward hargwith a reporc E
from ¥ Yra A, Hirachmann, Representative of the
War Refugea, Board, to Mr. John Pehile; Acting Dirsctor
of -the: War ‘Refugee Board, Washington, rogarding
Y afforbeg which are being meile by Mr. Hirschmann and
RSt the Embas%sy to rescue opprassed minorities from
; A:)d g-occupiad Furops

Respectiully yours,

. ‘ Lawcence A. Stelnhards )
nc'_‘ oslrsg 3 :
Raport 84 dascribedo

' stP/mp

‘I.‘Q Dapar‘bment. in origin&l and hevt.ogvaph. g

: "cm Ghaun(‘ev, Abrahmnson, .Akz.in, Bematein; Cohn,

‘;meford, Mam\, ‘Marks, chormao
'Pollak, Ra:!.ns, Smi"r.h Standish




DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Leiter, 1-:11-72

By R H. ParrksVDute_S_VEE_l% 1972
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Glally. closed the door on :
Bklé}fiuc in my Cpallks with the Bratiah T o B TE e

shay, tnslpbed thet tha door oub of .
"bna Jnmde (3 Feumuy Abuhy
5 m‘ip no"mm Y

S S i
edn: reporhed That
vlsed by Nazi off
" refugse -exita LFU
‘duthorities no:
Bulg&‘is. wWah ©
‘suggestion of Aubagsados
wemaining-five:

in dmwaria ru.Lat.lng $o tha usom‘
98- i syaw with moabsrd of refugess who hed
1nsluding several men who had poo-
uions m t,mu counm*y and Whoss
1%

%ion proset,
- of Jawlsh ref
just sacapad

- ‘rnomly hsld

-i.b ] puu
3 ag. be.
















. __halted, Incidentally, I was told that a report was issued by

“to Palestines - I.do-not know the authority for this statement
. and refer to it only in the’ event that the War Refuges Board :
. may wish-to. check w:!.th 'hhe Department oi‘ Sta.te regarding its. e L
',varacityo : L i LT

. mavian Govermment by the Department: of {Btate,: as a consequence of
- whioh the Rumanians are alleged to haveirepatriated ths Jews de-

““ment hed allocated the sum of $300,000 to cover:the expenses of : i

”thoula.nds of Jewish rei‘ugees caught in the millat,one in Trans~
nistria-oan:only-be-achieved:at the moment by the willingness ==

1R -

ported from Trananistria to Rumanim. -After 6,400 Jews-had been
thus retuined, the Germans intervened-and the répatriation was

¥r, Long prior %o my departwre, that the United States Govern-~

the tranaportation of 5,00 ldrari from the Balkan

- on :bm ‘the present Rumanian Government to permit ‘the

-‘the newly appointed Rumanian Minister in Ankara, has.the Marshalis
‘gonfidence and is ideologically and: sentimentally opposed to 'the: *

,";thé beginning of -the war at about 900,000, is now oonsiderab]y k - ' ] '
. reduced bys: - 1) mass massacres of the Jéwsiin Bessarabia and ’ : =

“'portation, either direct or through Turkey to Palestine, which : . .
- for ‘the moment is the only country where provision has been ar- .
ran:,ed to accapt any considerable numbar ‘of refugeaso

: araily teld personally responsible ‘for the: policy leading %o .- . i g

. 8d in me by the War Refugee Board to deal with. the eneny;
. 'pect to spproach Mr, Cretzianu and possibly ‘othebs who ha
~. ngctdons with the. presént Rumanisn Government. . Pefora thes

" ments which could be interpreted as havingw bearing on the pre- -
. gent po]itical or diploma.tic situation between Rumania and the
- Unibed Stateso i - . ; X

- ‘ginning of ‘the war with Russias : The greater part:of the Jews
“-. from ‘Bassarabia and Bucovina.(about 18030
4_,Transnistria (tha area’ previously belong:_'ng 30" Ruasia)o of

release -of these people and for us then to find means of trans—

Special attention is again directed to ‘the man who is gen~ .

these extremes. - Marshal Antonescu enjoys 'a brilliant page. in
the anngls of -infamy.’ I have been told that Yr. 'As.Cretzianu,

Government's anti-semitic policy. At the proper moment, with
Ambagsador Steinhardtis consent and employing the ‘authority vest=
I :

talks you may bs assuréd that I will first consult ‘with ‘Ambas:
sador Stein}mrdt and uge: every-discretion not to 'make any, | igbate-:

' The Jewish population in Ihlmam.a, which was es'bimted at

Bucovinaj 2) the. annexation: of provinces" Transylvania. 10 Hun=
gary3 3) the flight'of Jewa from Bucovina to Russia &t the bae-

000) ‘were .expelled to
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