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A, GENERAL 
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Organizrtion h3p""'sentatlv8s '"nr;aged in ne],i..,~' and Hescue 

Activities in Istanbul 

'l'he follov1Jng liSt S'cts forth the agencies and their 

repres•~•ntati ves in Istanbul, pe "manently located there. 
~ .. 

1) Heuben liesnick represents the l•merican Joint l.Jistr-ibu-

tlon Gonuni ttee. 

a) Lirectly or indirectly engages in emigra.tion from 

~urkey to Paleetine or fran occupied countries via Turkey to 

Palestine. For these purposes, it mB.kes the necessa.ry tre.ns-

portfl tion erre.ne:ements or provides the funds therefor. 

b) Provi~~s relief for refugees in Turkey or in 

occuTJied e.reas etther in funds or in kin•~, directly a.nd 

indirectly, un6er Treasury license. 

c) Provides 1r·aintene.nce for refugees. while in transit 

fror•1 countries of emigration to countries of immigration. 

2) Chaim Barlas represents Jewish Agency of Palestine, 

officially represents the Jewish ll.gency in ·rurkey e.nd is in 

charge of their a.ctivities in that country. 

3) JJr, J, Golden hea.ds the Palestinian office in Turkey 

of the Jewish Agency. 0irects a special office for assisting 

legal.emigrants to Palestine departing from or travelling via 

Turkey. 

4) Leder, Jewish Agency, delivers such assignments 

in Turkey for the Jewish Agency. 

5) Zeev Schind, Moshe Averbuoh, Ehud Ueberall represent 

Palestine organization interested in special emigration from 

occupied areas to Palestine, specially matters relating to 

shipping. 
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6) ~nachim Boner, Ve~ja Pomeraniec represent Palestine 

or['BnlzAtion inter .. ~tecl in special rell-:f assistance to people 

in occupied are2s. 

7) Jacob GriffP.l rApresents hgudath Israel o.r;_ Palestine, 

anr' United ::Otat-es, anr· the Va.-1d .iaazalah of United 0tates 

intere•ted in assistance, emigration, and provi Jng relief for 

Urtho~o~ neople in occupied areas, 

~=>) Josqoh 1\.larman re0)resents the Vaad llaazalah of the 

United ::OtntJs an~ Palestine organizations, 

\'·) Ludwlg KaE;tner rtepresents the Vaad ,~,aazalah of 

Uni.ted Jtates and tbP. BrAtislava uewish comraunity. 

10) Uavi~ "'chweitzer represents the riias-Ica emigration 

association \Hicem), 

11) L_fbn Denenberg represents the Internatlonal Rescue 
"!-·· 

anri n°lief Cormnittee, th8 Jev1ish Labor Committee, and is a 

correspondent for the New York Jewish Daily Forward, interested 

in relief anrJ emigration of intellectuals, anti-Nazi refugees, 

scholars etcetlra in occupied countries. 

12) ~ri Jabotinsky represents the United States Emergency 

Comrnittee for the r-3scue of Jews in "urop9, interestEd in the 

emigration of people in occupied areas, 

In ad''i tio:-1 to the foregoing there were present in Ankara 

or Istanbul for longer or shorter periods at the end of June 

and first W9eks of July: 

13) Dr, Joseph Schwartz, ~uropean chffirman of the American 

Joint Listribution.Comrnittee. 

14) Dr, Judah hiagnes of the Hebrew University, Palestine, 

who is a member of the Middle Ji;ast Advisory Committee·' of the 

JDC, 
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15) Hnrry V]tl'l•cs, a llFltllb<er of th'' i· .. j_ric1le c.ast Advisory 

C~~cittee of the JDC, 

of the ~lfnvi:_i, "g-enc-y. 
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\ Now, after the liberation of a numoer of countries in Europe 
from the Nazi regime,jmore first-hand information is coming regard­
ing the fate of the Jews in the different countries. The informa­
tion Kh!ch reaches us generally confirms the former reports 
reg&rdinG tne effoPts m.cde for tne extermination of the Jews in 
Europe. About five million Je1·1s have been exterminated oy the 
Germans in the various European countries during the recent years 
and it appears that only one million Jews will have survived after 
the war, this being the most treacherot.~s massacre ever recorded in 
History. Through miracle and thankc to the victorious armies of o· 

the Allies, the lives of these one million Jews have been saved 
out their condition is still most deploreble. They have no work, 
no houses, no food. All they had is now in the hands of "Aryans" 
and nothing is oein~ returned to them in spite of the declarations 
given to this effect in the press, through the ra.dio or otherwise. 
They have still to live in most inhuman and unsanitary conditions -
ten, twenty and thirty souls in one room - as· their houses have not 
been returned to them; they have no work because they cannot get 
oack their tools and tneir shops. Although ti1eir personal safety 
is not threatened they are facing disaster througn hunger, disease 
and deterioration. The only hope they inspire is to emigrate and 
find for themselves a new home where they could lead a productive 
life and feel tney are really safe. 

Only small portions of the Jewish communities have survived 
and these orotions will never be able to continue their normal life 
in countries where most of their brethren ha.ve been massacred. Out 
of a former Jewish population of three million in Poland, it is 
reported that only 90,000 have remained in that country. The same 
fate is shared by Jews in a number of other countries in Europe. 

In actual fact, little has been done to rescue these people. 
Palestine was almost the only country which contributed, and only 
to a small extent, to the rescue of Jews. 15,000 Jews entered 
Palestine during 1944 and about two-thirds of these lvere from 
enemy countries or from recently liberated territories. Enormous 
difficulties have been encountered in the way of the rescue work. 
No transportation facilities were made available for carrying out 
such vital tasks and, in addition, it was necess&ry to remove all 
",{inds of difficulties regs.rding entry and transit visas. The 
procedure had been cumbersome and it was not till the beginning of 
1944 that it was simplified and arrangements were made for the 
grant of Palestine visas in Turkey to Jev1isl1 refugees who succeeded 
in reaching that territory from enemy countries. But, alas, the 
arrangements were made too late to have any real effect for the 
rescue of masses. Only a few thousands could benefit of these 
facilities. 
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The last blow to the rescue worl~: was - the instructions issued 
oy the Palestine authorities in Decemoer 1944 according to which 

! t.he above facilities were to be aoolished. Tl1e Turkish Government 
was officially informed in December 1944 that the former procedure 
will be discontinued and no visas for Palestine will, in future, 
be granted in Istanbul to refugees from Europe. According to 
these instructions the Palestine visas had to be o·otained in the 
country of origin. Further restrictions on thet,way of rescue work 
were made through the implementation of the ruling that no more 
than 1500 persons were allowed to enter Palestine per month, as 
fro~ October 1944 from all countries. This is the reason why only 
3000 persons entered Palestine from the liberated territories of 
Roumania a.nd "Bulgaria during the months of October 1944 - January ·1945, 
The scheme of 1500 immigrants per month was primarily intended for 
the first three months of October - December 1944 but till the 
middle of February 1945 no change has been introduced in the matter. 
In view of the catastrophic position of the Jews in Europe, these 
restrictions cannot be understood but for the probable intention 
of extending the period for the use of the 11,000 immigration 
certificates still left according to the \'/hite Paper 1939. 

To appreciate the actual catastrophe some information is 
given below regarding the position of the Jews in the Balkans. 
Roumania: About 310,000 Jews live now in Roumania (The former 
Jev;ish population in the present territory of Roumania consisted 
of 500,000). The actual administration remained almost without 
changes and therefore very little can be expected for real 
improvement of the situation. Sufficient would be to mention 
that the former chief of the Police (Yonescu), who is responsible 
for many a crime, is still in office and that General Carlaou, 
military commandant of Jassy at the time of the progroms when no 
less than 150,000 Jews were massacred, is still the military 
commandant of this district. The greatest part of the community 
is a charge on the very few Jev1s wiw have still some means of 
subsistence but these can do very little for their brethren 
because they again have been victims of the nazi regime. The 
leaders are too busy with political problems to tac~le the problems 
relating to Jews. · 

It is estimated that over 200,000 of the Jews living in 
Roumania· have no hope of being "absorbed" and the only solution 
for these people is immigration to Palestine. About 94,000 have 
been released from forced labour camps, concentration camps and 
from jail, 18,000 have returned back from Transnistria. There 
are 3,000 orphans from Transnistria who crave for assistance. 
There are in the country also 20,000 refugees from other countries 
mainly Poland and Transylvania, this figure includes 3,000 of the 
Bor labour camps. 

The Palestine Office at Bucarest has thus far registered 
30,000 persons 1~ho desire to proceed to Palestine. Registration 
had ·to be stopped as there have been no practical possibilities 
of sending even part of these people to Palestine. Only 600 have 
crossed Turkey since the imposition of the new_:eestriction- they 
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left Roumania in November last and were suosequently held in 
5ule;aris tlll tile begin,•ing of January 1945 - and from then 
and till th.o present day not a single Jew could come out of 
Roumania. · 

3ule:;aria: The position there is c omoarc.tively better. There 
are about 45,000 Jews in the country, There has been no 
ohysical exterminstion of Jews in Bulgaria proPer, but no less 
than ~3,000 were sent Dy the former authorities to "unknown 
destination" from those parts of' Macedonia and Thrace 1~hich had 
been annexed by Bulgaria. Nothing has been heard fro~ them since. 

The conditions of the Jews now in Bulgaria is deploraole. 
They are sufferin~ frJm hunger, cold and lack of clothing. 
Despite the many promises, nothing real has been done by the 
Government to alleviate their condition. The first batch of 
1,000 pairs of shoes, a.lotted to Bulgarian Je1vs by the Jevlish 
Agency after Mr. Ben Gurion 1 s visit there (December 1944) will 
reach its destination only in the second half of this month. 
A further batch of shoes and clot!1ing is being sent oy the 
Joint Distribution Committee and is expected to reach Bulgaria 
shortly. 3ut this in itself is not sufficient and much more 
has to De done, and urgently, if we desire to alleviate the lot 
of the Jews in this country to an appreciaqle extent. Ninety 
oercent of the Je1dsh population is craving for immigration. 
Owing to the new restrictions none succeeded in leaving Bulgaria 
for the last two months or so. 

very 
Yugoslavia: Of the former Jewish population of 80,000 Jews only/ 
few tnousands h&.ve survived. The estimate given \"lith regard to 
t!1e Jer1s who still live in this country is eire. 4000 of whom 
370 live in Belgrade. Aoout 1,000 form part of ~eneral Tito's 
forces. A certain number found refuge in Italy and fro;n there 
several hundreds found their \-Jay to Palestine. Almost all 
those who remained in chis country desire to proceed to Palestine 
and al thougrl there are no practical possibilities for carrying 
out any i;n"ligration from this territory, the Jewish Agency, 
realizing the anxiety of the people has seen itself obliged 
to ap)oint a local representative for immigration affairs with 
the view to malting the preparatory work as soon as conditions 
become more favors.ble. 

While it is the declared policy of the Russians not to 
intervene in the internal affairs of these countries, neverthe­
less the attitude of the local au:bhorities (with the exception 
of Poland, where no government recognized by all the Allies is 
yet functioning) has not been ~ery encouraging in sofar as it 
concerns emigration. Representatives of the Jewish Agency 1 s 
Department of Immigration have not so far been granted 
oermission to enter these countries despite the great efforts 
made in the matter. 
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'.~'he numoer of personc: proceedins to Palestine from these 
COL.rlcJ·ies :1PS iu 9ctt.tal fc.ct Oee,·J reduced recently -.,6 u&ugut, 
oecause of the heavy mac~inery as regards entry permits to 
Ps.lestine. 

,.. 
The i•n":lediate task should be to send to the Jews of tnese 

countries f.:J:Jd and clothin;:;; at the same time means and ways 
should be f'ou:1Ci for alleviEctin,; tl1eir lot fur;damentally ·chl'ouc)1 
their oeing 'Cransl)l&.ntecl to Pales·c~Jie v:here tne~· 1-IOUld lead a 
prodJctive life. 

Greece: Cnly 7,000 Gree!<. Je1;s (includin,; 300 orphans) il&.ve 
survivej out of tile formerly prosperous community of 90,000. 
Very few Jews live no~ in Salonica, ~here the Je1-ish Community 
numoered 50,000 before the w&r. It i: in Athens that most of 
the surviving Jews are concentrated. Kot a single Jew has yet 
been estaolished in worlc in che whole country and their condition 
is desoerate. Most of tne Jews there are on the ooint of 
s tarvE<.tion. Ti1ere is an im •. iedia te need for food ~no. clothin6 
but the firm desire of the few who nave remained is immigration 
to Palestine. Here too the tendency exists by the locccl 
communists to obstruct any Jewish emigration. Because of the 
d isturba.nces in Greece, the con te.ct wi tn ti1is country oecs.:.1e 
most difficL<lt. 

Hungary: is a country which is still in tile process of liberation. 
The Jews are mainly concentrated in Budapest and tnis tov;n has 
oeen the target of the greatest bombardments. Tnere were 
850,000 Jews in Hungary before. Accordin~ to recent information 
only 120,000 appear to have survived in Budapest and probaoly 
only a few in the other parts of tile country. As Budapest 
suffered most from war activities the oosition of the Jews there 
may oetter be imagined than described.~ It appears, however, 
that the lives of no less than 8,000 souls have been saved through 
the fact that they had immigration certificates for Palestine 
in hand. About 65,000 were saved through the protection given 
to them by the Internations.l Red Cross, Only recently, 10,000 
Je'I'IS were deported to Germany and nothing has been heard of them 
since. The remnants are crying for help. 

Never before had Jewry fa.ced a disaster in the present-day 
dimensions. All efforts of Jewry should now be centralized to the 
rescue of the one man 'l'lho has remained alive out of every six. 
A united effortcoulcl greatly contribute toward the alleviation 
of the conditions of the remnant of Israel in Europe. Every day 
counts. Relief work should be cs.rried out in dimensions that 
behoves the calamity and 1·1ithout the least delay. Envoys should 
be sent by the J.D.C. and other relief organizations to the 
various poverty-stricken centers in Europe with the only aim of 
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distriuutinL fJod, clothin~ and essential needs for the rescue 
of Je~s kho m<y yet oe rescued. Simultaneously ceaseless 
efforts hEcvc to be mc>de for removin 0 ttte artificial restric-Gions 
imposed on tr1e exoclus of ohe oeople wi1o see their only uope 
in estaolishin[ themselves in productive and creeoive life 
in Palestine. 

10. ~ .. 4t:. 
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How, af~or tho libonction of o. nunber of countries in l!:urope 

from ·cltc l!::zi regime, J:c~ore first-hc.nd il1fon'!C.tion is coraing rogo.r-

clinG t.-o f::cto of t1te Jews in t!to differen-t; countries. ~-ho informution 

l'li:ich roac:w s us gono1·ally confirms tl:o fo:;_·mor ro:[;orts roga~·ding 

t.:o of:L"iorts r.>mlo for t~'e oxtor:Jin:::.tion of ti:e Jov1s in ;~uropo. About 
:it 

::.'ivo !.lillian ;;-ows ~:avo boon exterminc.tod by tho Gen1w1S in the various 

.bm·o~Jean countries <luring the recent yoa~·s and it appea:;_·s tho. t only 

one Lillian Jews rlill have survived after the v1ar, this being the 

-~ost treac:_orous m:.cssc.cro ever recorded in riistory. Through miracleS' 

and tl1anks to the victorious arnies of the Allies, tho lives of 

these one 1nillion Jews have boon saved but their condition ill still 

most deplorable. They have no work, no houses, no food. All they 

had is now in the hands of "Aryan&J" and nothing is being returned 

to them in spite of tice declarations given to this offec·t in the 

:;;ross, "clron;:;i1 tho radio or otherwise. They j:ave still to live in 

!:lost inhtu!!all and t:nsa"li tary oondi tiona ten, twenty and thirty 

souls in one room - as their houses have not been returned to them; 

t~1ey have no nork i.Jeoause they cannot get back their tools and 

t:,eir shops. Although their personal safety is not being threatened 

t:wy al'O facing disaster tltrough hunger, disease and deterioration. 

Tile only hope tl1ey insl;ire is to enigrate and find for themselves a 

new home Vlhere they could lead a l)roduoti ve life and feel they are 

really safe. 

Only small portions of tb.e Jewish communities have survived and 

those p0:ttions will never be able to continue their normal life in 

countries vihere most of their brethren have been massacred. Out of 

a former Jev1ish population vf three million in Poland, it is report,ed 

t1J.c;.t only 90,000 have remained in that co\i,ntry. 
,-
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.:~urope. 

L1 o.a tunl f:::.ct, little .. :,B been clone to rescue theae people, 

;_o:J.lostino \'io.S alJ:wst t!1e only country vl,:ioh co!'ltributcd,o.nd only 

to a SI-tll o::tcnt, to t~:o rescue of Jews. 15.'tilC:O Je\7S cmtorod ::·ales-

tries or frou ruoontly lib oruted terri torics, l:no:cmous difficul tics 

~:uve 8 eC!l enootmtorod in tlw Yio.y of the rescue work, l~o ".;rc.nD ortution 

fo.oitili t:.es were 1::o.de avc.ilab le for carrying out such vi tc.-1 -tasks o.nd, 

in o.d(li tion, it nus ;wcessar;,- 'Go remove all 2~inds of difficul tics re-

gc.l·din~- en'c1·y c.nd t:L·ansi'G visas. The )rocedure had been cm.i'o ersome 

:J.ncl it nas not till 'ciHl Je(5ining of 1944 that it was sirn:blified and 

arro.l:[;ol:1ents llel·e w:;.de for the grunt of Palestine visas in Turkey to 

Jenis~J. refu:;-ees Yf:1o suceeded in roacl1ing that terri tory from enemy 

con.."ltrios. But, ul:J.s, the arrangements were r:mde too lat'e to i:ave any 

real effect for the rescue o::' masses. 0"1.l:; a few -t;:,,ouso.nds coulc1 be-

:lr,fi t of these facilities. 

Tho last blow to the rescue work was-the instructions issued by 

t!10 C'alestino authorities in December 1944 accorili. ng to Which the 

a·oove facilities were to be abolished. The Turki!h Government was offi-

cially informed in December 1944 that the former procedure will be dis-

coc·:tinued and no visas for ?alestine will,in future, be granted in 

Istanbul to refugees from Eurore. Accoriling to these instructions the 

Palestine visas lwd to ·oe obtained in the country of origin. Furt!.1er 

restl·ictions on the way of rescue work were made through the implemen-

tation of the ruling -:;11.at no J:Iore than 1500 persons were allowed to 

enter l'alest:ll:e per month, as from October 1944 from all countrie~. 

- 3 -
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T!lis is the rouson v1l1y on:Ly 3000 persons entered :i?alostine from the 

li-ucrate<l territoriea of Houm._'l.nia and Bulgaria during the months of 

ootoller 1944 - J~.nuary 1945. Tho sc!Hnne of 1500 immigrants :per nfonth · 

vras ~::::i:·JC.l"ily intended for the firrot three months of October -

December 1944 lnlt till the hliddle of l!,ebruary 1945 no change has 

·o eon int1·oduoed. in tho rna ttor. In view of the oa tastrophio })osition 

of t11e Jews in J..;urope, those rostric tior:s ocnnot be understood but 

for t;ce ::_ robable intention of extor.ding tho I;eriod for the use of 

the ll.OOl: ir:Jr.:isrs,tion certificates still left according to the 

-.. ~lite I'apor 1939. 

To upproois. to tho actual c::. t::.s"cro:f)he soJuo informu tion is given 

jelovi reg.:..~·ccing t1:e __ .osition of the Jews in the ::3alkans. 

Houmc.nia: About 310.000 Jews live now in Roumania (T'ne former Jewish 

po~mL: .. tion in the p:asent terri tory of Rounnnia consisted of 500.000) 

T:.1.e actual administration remained almost without changes and there­

fore very little can be expected for real i:~provement of the situation. 

;;>ufficient would ·oe to mention that the former chief of the l?olioe 

(Yonescu}, vrho is resr>onsible for many a crime, is still in office 

and that General Carlaou, military commandant of Jassy at the time 

of tlle }Jrogroms when no less than 150.000 Jews were massacred, is 

still tho military commandant of this district. The greatest part of 

the community is a charge on the very few Jews who have still some 

means of subsistanoe but these can do very little for their brethren 

because they again have been victims of the nazi regime. The leaders 

are too busy with political :problems to tackle the problema relating 

to Jews. 

It is estimated that over 200.000 of the Jews living in Roumania 

have no hope of being "absorbed" and the only solution for these people 

is immigration to Palestine. About 94.000 have been relE)used from 

- 4 



t -

i'ol'Cod le~bom: c:.;.:.:)s, concontr&tion CD.l:lllS e~nd from jail, 18,000 have 

rctnrnod bac:c i'rotl Tro.nsnistria, There o.ro 3000 oriJhans :!'rom Trans-

ni:3tria n:co crave for a::wista.110a, ~'hero aro in 'olvEI coun·b~·y also 20,000 

refugees :Cl·ou o·:.;!wr countries me~inly Poland and Transylvania, this 

fi;:;m·c includes 3000 of tl10 Bor labour oam);ls. 

'l'l1o l'alos'cino Gffice o.t ,3uoarest lcc,s thus far registered 30,000 

~·ol·so:1s nho desire to ,1·ooeod to _a,lest~ne, Roeistration !<ad to be 

stopped c.s tltoro .·c,vc b eon no p~·o.otioal ~ooss ib ili ties of sending 

ovo:: "'art of 'cllooo :tcOOlllo to ?nloctine. Only 600 have crossed Turkey 

SinOO t~;e inpOSi'viOll Of 'uilO ll0W roGtrictiOl1 - t.t0~7 loft rtOUl'Jania in 

:..:ove•,Jber L:.st o.ncl •:;oro suosequontly :wld in 3ulgo.ria till the begin-

ning of Jc.nuary 1945 - :.;.nd fro1.1 tlle)1.aml till t'i1o :;resent iic.y ::cot a 

sinc:;lo ;Jet/ Cv ·lcl co,,lc ou'c vf lloumunia., 

Bul0o.ria: '?rlO llOSition t11c~·c is compa1·c.tively better. Thoro are 

about 45,000 Jons in -:.;~,o country, ?,10~·o i:o.s been no ~;hysical exter-

uin1:1tion of Jews in Bulgaria :;_jroper, but no less than 23,000 v1ere 

sent 'by the former authorities to "unk:no;m destination" from those 

parts of Iliacedonia =d Tllro.ce vJLioh had been annexed by Bulgaria. 

:t:ot1ling :C1o.s b eon heard from t11.em since. 

1'he conditions of the Jews now in Bulgm:ia is deplorable, They 

are suffering frora :cunger, cold and lack of clothing. Despite the 

many promises, nothing real ;'laS been done by the Government to alleviate 

- t."eir condition. The first batch of 1000 r·airs of shoes, alotted to 

:tlulgarian Jews by t"''ne Jewish Agency after Mr. Ben Gurion 1 s visit there 

(December 1944) will reach its destination only in ·bhe second half of 

this month. A further batcl> of shoes and clothing is being sent by the . 
Joint Distribution Com,ittee and is e:x;pected to reach Bulgaria lh ortly. 

But this in itself is not sufficient and rnuoh .. raore has to be done,and 

- 6 ;... 
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ur.:;ontly, if we Cl.osh·e to alleviate tho lot of tho Jews in this country 

to an alJllrooiablo extent, ~iinoty 21ercont of the Jewish popul&tion is 

craving for innuir;rT.tion. 0Hing tc the now restrictions none succeeded 

in leaving Bul;:;aria for tho last two months or so. ,. 
Yugoslavia: Of t!tc fo1-mer. Jewish llOllUlation of 80,000 Jev/S only very 

fe'\7 thousands have survived. T"ne estimate Given Ylith regard to the 

JeviS Yli'-O ::;till live in t:•.is country is eire. 4000 of vihom 370 live in 

Tielgr&de. About 1000 form part of General Tito 1 s forces. A certain 

mEioer found r efugo in IJcaly o.nd from tl"!.ore several hundreds found 

t;wir v;o.y to i.'o.leatine. Almost all t:1ose Who remained in this country 

desil·e J.;o proceed to J?ales·0ine and alti10ugh there are no practical 

-,ossii.Jili ties for car1·;ying out any immi;:,·1·ation from ti1is terri tory, 

ti1e Je\'liSil Agency, realizing t:no anxiety of the people, llc:.s seen itself 

o·oliced. ·bo appoint a local re:yresentative for, iEnnigrc.tion affairs 

wi t~1 ti"!.o view to i:tking t:1e pre para tory work as soon as co ndi tiona 

·oeoone mo1·c favourable. 

\Tnile it is t'1e declared. )olicy of tho Rnssia:ns not to intervene 

in tho internal affairs of those countries, nevertheless the attitude 

of tiw local authorities (with the exception of Poland, where no go­

vernment recognized "by all the Allies is yet functioning) has not been 

very encouraging in sofar as it concerns emigration. Representatives 

of the Jewish Agency's Department of Immigration have not so far been 

sranted permission to enter these countries despite the great efforit? 

made in the matter. 

1be number of persons proceeding to Palestine from these countries 

has in actual fact been reduced recently to naught, because, of the_ hea­

vy rna.ohinery as regards entry parmi ts to Palestine. 

T'ne immediate task should ·o a to ·send to the Jews of these oountri~ 

- 6 -, 
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footl . .::nd olot1ting; cct tno sauo timo aoc.ns and ways should be found 

for ..tlleviatin.::; their lot fundamentally t!1rough tl"leir being tra:ns­

:plantocl to i'ulc:::tine \'licoro t:wy V/oulu lead a f'roduotive life. 

Greece: Only 7000 Grook Jews (including 300 or}Jhans) have survived 

out of t;:o for:~orly :uros,oorous oomr:mnity,. of 90.000. Very few Jews 

live l10\'l in Salonioa, r:1:ore the Jewish Community numbered 50.000 

before tho war. It is in :.thens that most of the surviving Jews a.ra 

concentn;.ted. llot a single Jew has yet been established in vo rk L, 

the whole country ancl their condition is desperate. i.lost of the Jevls 

t'-:.el'O ere on ~.;l:e point of sturvation. 2.~nere is an immediate need for 

food. u.nd olot:ling -.mt t::e firm desire of t~-,e few who have rerauined is 

L!!::i._;:cc. tion to i'alestine. nero too tno tendency exists by the local 

oom·.:v.IliS~~ to obstruct u:ny Je'i'tis!t euie;ro.'Gion • .Jeoo.nse of the CListur­

D:::.!JOes in Greece, tree contact \'lith this country became most difficult. 

Hungary: is a coun-~ry vrc ich is still in the ;1rooess of li!) oration. 

~"'10 Jews m·e :::uinly concentrll.ted in Buda}>est o.nd this town has been 

t110 tare;et of tl1e sroatest;bombardmonts. There were 850.000 Jews in 

:=.ungary before. According to- recent information only 120.000 appear to 

have survived in Buda]'est and probably only a few in tho other Ilarts 

of t!"le ootmtry •. As 3ucLa;.est suffered ;~1ost from war activities the po­

s:'.tion of tho Jews there my better be imagined than described. It 

ap}cears, :10v1ever, that the lives of no less than 8000 souls have been 

saved t":rough the fact that they h&d imr:iigra.tion certificates for 

Ealestine in hand. about 65.000 were saved through the protection 

given to tllen by the International Red Crosa. Only recently, 10.000 

Jews were dej?orted to Gerlll9.ny and nothing has been heard of them since. 

Tne remnants are crying for help. 

1Tever before had Jewry faced a disaster in the present-day dimen­

- 7 -
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;_;iona. -~ll o ffortu of :iewry nhould ll0\'1 be oentrc.lizod to the rescue rr;. 
of one Ltn \·: .. :o .~lS.S ro::,;;.inod c1li VO out of ovary six. A united effort 

of t!io ror:u1c.nt of Isruel in :_;urope. Every d<::.y counts, i::elief 17orl~ 

ot;;,or ~·oliof Ol'[;'C.icL::c;.tions to tho vc.rious poverty-stricken centres 

in ~Ul''O_)o r.rit~i the o1:l~,r c.in1 of C.is"'vributing food, clot:i.1ing and 

esse1c.tial needs for t:1o rescue of Jews Wilo nc.y yet be r oscued, 

SiLml to.neoualy ceaseless efforts have to be mad.e :!'or removinG the 

w:ti:t'icial frostl·ictions ilii,,osed on the exodus of the people vho 

sao t:1oir onl;~r ''O~'e in es·bablishing themselves in :croc1uotive and. 

creo.tivo lifo in ?alestine. 

16,2, 45, 

J .l~ .B. 
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This tElEgram must bE 
paraphra8Ed beforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
a:~ mcy. 1-i'tEBTl'ligq;'I;;D,) 

SecrEtary of StatE, 

-,_·;ashington. 

I 
JErusalEm 

DatEd OctobEr 11, l9'i'1 

~REc 'd 5:tl2 p.m, 

1~9, OctobEr 11, 4 p.m. 

FOLLO-:inW LESSJ.GE F!\plvl J1JDi.H Ll.Gl;ES, Hr::NRIET1'1, 
I I 

SZOLD, Cl~I.RLES Pi.SSEJ.N FOR JOHN PEHLE, ·a;.H REFUGE-E 

BOi.RD: 

11 J,.s mEmbErs of MiddlE East .ndvisory CommittEE of 

j.JJDC, wE havE bEEn in intimatE contact with activitiEs 

of ·;iar REfugEE Board j_n TurkEy and Be.lk&ns through its 
/ 

rEprEsEntativE Ire. Hirschms.lm c.nd'two of us h2.vE spEnt 

SOJ'lEtimE in TurkE'J at diffErEnt pEriods, 

;·.;E feEl dr~p oblir;o.tion to ExprEss our grr.titudE 

and VIE arE surs gratitudE of ·aJl pEOpls EVErywhErE for 
·1 

magnificEnt Efforts rESCUing JEWS anr} I'EStc;'ring JEWish 

political prEstigE in Buii:garia and Rumania. ThE action 

of thE UnitEd StatEs GovErnmmt in initiating policy of 

rEscuing pErsEcutEd and homElEss in midst of ·:r is 

his to ric stEP ·in long .l.mErican humanE tro.di tion and WE 

urgE f Ervmtly that this institution nbvl h&ppily ES te.b-

( i~,_~·,J 
10

/•J. ""-'"lishEd bE pErmittEd to contin']f::r~\~ijri:tsou~ activitiEs 

Co,ct .. ,Jl ·!.n llR.~ 
d C>.ct }, .._~ ~.i1 lJ.L(I.><f;:,,y, 

e.nd to 
./ 

~-~--~--~·- <---..,.-- ..::_!..;______-. __ -------
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-2- #149, OctobEr 11, ? p,m., from JErusalEm, 

and to this End WE pih:E:ad that thE. tErm llnd cone Eption 
~-

of rEscuE bE intErprEtEd broadly and gEn:Erously in 

accordancE with thE nEEds of thE thousands rEquiring 

rESCUE, II 

PINKr::RTON 

RB 

IMS 
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
Political Department 

Jerusalem 

P.O.B. 92 
Istanbul, Sept. 30, 1944 

Dear Mr. Hirschmann, 

With deep regret I have learned, that soon you 
intend to leave for the states. 

During this past period we have had the opportunity 
to work with you in many important matters in connection 
with the fate of the most unfortunate of the Jewish 
people in occupied Europe. 

We recognize the fact that you have had a very deep 
human understanding towards our goal. But it is not only 
this. In this few lines we would also like to let you ~ow 
that your friendly co-operation was always welcomed as 
extremely helpful. 

Your support to our cause was so great and we could 
approach you so freely and without ceremonies that you 
have proved that still ~~_the hearts of people exists 
the wonderful thing "democracy". 

It is really a great souvenir that you have left 
among us and you can be assured, that it will be carried 
on in our hearts for ever. 

We hope, that our paths will meet again in the not 
too distant future. 

Mr. I. Hirschmann. 
Istanbul. 

Cordially 
yours 

/ 

(Signed) G. E. Ueberall 
P.D. Representative, 

Turkey 
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THE JEWISH AGFJICY FOR PALESTINE 
Immigration Department 

Jerusalem 
P.O.B, 92 

Istanbul, October 2, 1944 

Mr. Ira A, Hirschmann 
Special Attache 
Istanbu).. 

Dear Mr. Hirschmann, 

"" 

It is with deep regret that we heard of your 
return to the U,S,A, 

President Roosevelt's order for the establishment 
of the War Refugee Board, as well as y_our designation 
as his special delegate here - the place where the 
innumerable attempts to save our unhappy people were and 
are being made - was of historical importance, 

You were one of the main factors and pillars 
of these efforts and attempts, The conditionless devotion 
to our common goal and the simplicity with which,you were 
always at our disposal, will never be forgotten. 

We wish and hope that your leave-taking from us 
does not mean a leave-taking from the work you ·undertook. 
It is a sad work, but also the most important and serious one 
which decides of the life and prosperity of our Nation. 

We feel confident that you will be our interpreter 
with the U.S.A. Government with regard to the necessity 
and directives in the next phase of our work. 

We shall continue our efforts during your absence 
and you can,be sure that it will be in full cooperation 
with Mr. Katzki, 

May we, Dear Mr, Hirschmann, ask you to accept 
our sincerest thanks and the assurance of our esteem. 

With best regards, 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) 

Dr. Joseph Goldin 

(Signed) 
I 

Mendel Bader 
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A;r. ln1 Hirscnmann 
War i\,fUf"cD lJoord 
~!-~~ 

Gear ~ir. Hirsobmnnn, 

./ 

iEri ~· Jabotinslty 
lm~t1rgono:r Conu~i ttae 
the> J•JWiah People of i~ur•opo 

Wns~lngton, D, c. 
·.!i• istanbul, -:apt. 28th 944 

.( 
l om hn:'PY. to announce that i'i.r. Josapn Klarmann, who has been 

s"nt b:y th'l ~m,>rgenoy Committe.-, to 13uleorin, h!lB been abl~ to dev­
elop a v0ry successful activity. As no doubt you have slroady boo~ 
:tnforme , <t'. Klarman i'lDS ro_yeive•,1

, on sopternb;1r 19th by J,ir·. ',ymo ) 
• Kazasoff, Ministt'lr of ,~ropaganda, who handed him a declaration in 

tho3 nmne of thd bule:urlun Govcrnnwnt, '.l'hls doclalation which was 
rol,ased to l;hn Dross un•,! ovc>r tho rar:io on ,•;ptember 22, is the 
first of its ldnr; containing both en exp:C'ession of sympathJ' with 
a jewish tat.~ anti thr" details oi' tiHJ pr•actical. restitution of, 
jev-mh rir!1ts and pr•opnrty. 

T,is declaration was th~ rasult oT a protracted parlod of 
spade wor!·:, car'1'i'1,' out by tho .u;mox·gonoy C;mmllttau in 'l'urkBy, It has 
far• r ·aching r • :•ults nr:t only for tho fot,, of th') Jews of ilulgar•ia but 

<' also for tho t o l' those of tho n ,ig<1borin[~ countl'ies, •rnus :!:n the 
laot faw cnys tlnro is consF,orr.bLJ agitation in this country for the 
r·3stitutlon of tc.e varliid 1 also hop:., thet it will open a poosil:5i,.. 
lity ior o similar ste;J of the rurn:.mlan Go'VJrnment, 11 cor·rilsnond;Jnt 
of tho ,e,merg•>ncy c-,nnd.tteo, r. Sruga Rosing has_, I understnnd, been 
roo<Jivoc by ke Kinp; but I uon' t know if h!l was abls to use the, 
occasion for our purposes for he went to l1umariio as a pr1 vate jour­
nalist - however i.lr. Klarman i.s planning: to proceed Lo rtumonia as 
soon as he will huv,, 'lstoblished tho machiner•y necess111:y for the 
practical einloitatlon or tn) tuzosoff daolar~tion. 

I do. not kncm if this activity can be tornwd "saving the Jew• 
lob Peoplo of '-'urop_e" - the Bulp;tn'ian s and humanluns .olai!il that,, as 
far as tbc'Y !U'e concfJrnod the Jcwisl:\ r',,ople has already been saved -
but it is certainly a ro.1lL1f ac'tivity vnd, like any manifestation of 
the_ ir.1por-tanco sot by the Jf!Wc' 1 it may have salutary affects in the 
still ocoupsd parts of hurope. 

I havo therefor;e the following request of the \'far Refugee Board: 

•ro authorize me to finance. l·ir, -K1arman.s tr•ip and activities 
out of funds which my Corilm:l.tte'.'l was pernii€t-ed- to s"nd l.mder your 
supervision. 

Sincerely_ yours, 

ss, b~. Jabotinsky 
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mrMt~Aft.t~lm'iHll 'ilh@ tJ.i\'}t.'h'ithm ~r Jil!f•S:~at® o~~mhtr.,~lo!M !l!l!'ID 

llill'l!lat'J.f ll!PJ:!!!'ID®i&t!lll'lo 

HULL 
(GIDV) 

--DECf,ASSIFIED, 
.~~~'ie Dept, Letter, i-li-7\ 

8 1972. __ 
By R. H. Parks Date S E p tt · 

.. 
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'i'ho \vnr Refugee lloarcl concurs in conc~:r·ninn<· ·tnO.icntntl 

in ;rom• 1~~":' of J1,11y :;,o (URH Uo, 100), Your efforts to 

;~roatly a;mrociatcd, 

u. 
Thi" is Hn• Refut;oe Board cable No. ----

~·Bois Friedman, , ) Abrahamson, Cohn~ uu • 
Miss Chauncey (For the Sec y ' antral Files, Cable Control Files 
Laughlin, Lesser, ~. Stewart, C 

7/25/44 

HOdel, 
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1322, July 20, 4 p •. ·(sECTiuN UNE uF T~VO SECTilJlip) 
>( / 

F0R PEhlE VIRBHD FI\LIY' HIRSCHMANN 
Ankara No, 100 ~ 
AftEr WEEkS of nEgotiation bEtWEEn thE JEWish 

/ 
AgEncy and thE Vaad Haazalah rEprEsEntativEs rElativE 
. ,--
to an insistEnt dEmand by GriffEl of thE Vaad Haazalah 

,_-
that a largEr rEprEsEntation of Agudath IsraEl and 

Vaad Haazalan rEfugEE·s in Rumania bE includEd in thE 
/ 

contEmplatEd voyagEs of ships from Consta~za to 

Istanbul, I haVE advisEd GriffEl that WE will not 

(rEpEat not) intErposE any objEction to his -;aking 

indEpEndEnt stEps to sEcurE ships to bring from 

Constanza to Istanbul thE rEfugEEs in whom his organization 

is ExclusivE]; intErEstEd, 

A sharp diffErEncE has arisEn and GriffEl 

thrEatEnEd to transmit tElEgrams and lEttErs to his 

organization in thE UnitEd Stati:s hrgEntly dEmanding 

widE publicity for hiS contEntion of an allEgEd 

monopoly of thE JEwish AgEncy in thE mattEr.· Our 

Efforts havE bEEn dirEctEd towards EffEcting a 

compromiSE but thE- JEwish AgEncy, which in E:ffEct 

controls 

_DECLASSIFiED _ 
Statiibept. Letter, 1-11-72 

___ '"\ _.- . _ " SEP 18 1972 
By R. H. Parks Date~ 
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--~-~·---~--~'-----~-=-·-~~·---e=-~1' 



-2- #1322, J11ly 20, 4 p.m. (SECTION vNE OF' TWO ,SEC'riJNS) ;. 
from Ankara 

co'ntrols thE distribution of cErtificatEs to, PalEstinE 1 

limits thE issuance: of e lh cErtificatEs for Agudath 

IsraEl pEoplE to a c:~10ta of six pEr cEnt aftEr. priority 

has bEEn giVEn to childrEn, rEfUgEES from ot~r countriES 

and young trainEEs. In as much as thE British Embassy 

has statEd that EVEry JEwish rEfugEE rEaching Istanbwl 
r/ 

would bE givEn a PalEstinE CErtificate:, WE could 

pe:rciEVE no grounds for re:que:sting .Griffe:l to rEfrain 

from taking indEpe:nde:nt action ·in se:ouring ships. 

Espe:cially was this so afte:r he: had bGe:n informEd that 

thErE would bE no difficultiEs place:d in the: way of 

his pe:oplE le:avirlg BucharEst and that thE. JEwish 

AgEncy was disinclinEd to altEr its position EithEr 

with re:gard to thE quota allote:.d for Aguda th IsraEl 

me:mbe:rs or morE E:'spe:cially re:garding thE allo,j;mEn.t of 

place:s on ships for which the: Je:wish Age:p.cy mak£s 
' 

arrapge:me:nts. In this connEction ·se:e: point two .bElow. 

You are: -informe:d'that thE diffErEnCES abOVE 

statEd have: be:tn .compose:'d by me:< and in thE: connEction. 

I h~IVE tak? the: following position as rqire:se:nta:tivE: 

of thE WRBRD: 

WTii 
·,WFS 

'KE;LLEY. 

'~- .... 
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EVELYN t~. MORRISSEY, Auhtanf TreasurtJr 

MRS. H. B. l. GOLDSTEIN, Compttallot 

ISIOOR COONS, Di1ecfor of Fund Raising 

MOSES A. LEAVITT, Secrela1y 

LOUIS H. SOBEL, Au/sfonl Secrelary 

I t'>Ju·~~ht· I s .oulf! 1V'in1·; to ;r-nn~ Elttentinn P. letter front Ur. Leo GtJ:'lin, :Sz~cut:tve 
Di~·~cto:-." nf ~ ... ,:; United Je,.,.J.sll ·::elfe!'E Fund of Los AngelAs. It rr-~O.s FJS follows: 

11 .A HlJnlY~· of OlU' contributors ,_L'='Ve c...-J.1.Fd ua Pbout A. wire e.::-J·,-apl for the 
1:-!;nert}?ncy Com;r.i t tee to St'va t.Jv Je\'.'S of ~U""~'O:Je 1, '.':hicl.l is asking, I 1)eliev~, 
F:1J~ut $201,}'100 for 2. -project in connection nit~L Hllegecl rescuP. activities i.n 
t.he :Sf.'li::[.'ln~. 

w,;ill :to"J. ·,1lc·· se ""l'.sh to n!1 ·"'.11 2.VP..il:~ble infor•mn.tion on t;1is nnd othel~ :Jrojects 
of ti:e Comndttee, some of ''.':t.;se follo•:.rers A"0oke of negotiationS ·.vi th JDC ·nre­
c::dine tllis d.rive w11iC1

l t:~ey are now hold.illg. I Am }.)2XticulP.rlir interest~d 
in officiP.'. ·"ecords em tc;2 e;,tire subject," 

·~Rve sent 10'. Ga.llin ou'!:' exchpnge of co-rrespondence yfi th the Eni6rf'!;ency· COmmittee. 
~.:e do not 1-:nor1 ,~·:1ether t:1e '!EI!'lergency Committee peo~ile in Turkey he.ve gone over their 
·~r0j8ct r!i th Hr·. Resni~{ nnd Hr. Hirschmann, since ~7e haVe hE:d no further worcl. on 
this. 

Sinceo·elc}.r:=~. (~~ 

J o senh ; H~X\.an 
~~~cec~ti - Vi9:e~Cl~e.irman 

JGH:mh 
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CABLy;l "JOINTDISCO" NEW YOR~ TELEPHONE: lEKinglon 2·5200 

v 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE., Inc. 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 

PAUL BAERWALD, Choitmon 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Board ol Dlter:tors 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Chairman, National Council 

FRANK l. SULZBERGER, Vice-Chairman, National Council 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN. E~er::ulive Vice Chairman 

Vice.Choirmon 

GEORGE BACKER 
MMES H. BECKER 
L EDWIN GOLDWASSER 
AlfRED JARETZKI, JR. 
ALEXANDER KAHN 

ISAAC H. LEVY 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
WILLIAM J. SHRODER 
M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE 

European beculiva Council 

BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ 
llonaraty Chairman Chai1mon 

July bth, lfl44. 

Hr. John W. Pohle, Executive' Director, 
~~ar Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear ,To!1n: 
f 

' I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, TreaJurer 

ALEXANDER A LANDESCO, T!eaJurtu 

EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Auisfont TreaJutet. 

MRS. H. B. L. GOLDSTEIN, Complroffer 

ISIOOR COONS, Direclor of Fund RoT5ing 

MOSES A. LEAVITT, Secretary 

LOUIS H. SOBEL, Aulslanl SeC!eloFy 

In accordRnce with cur talk yesterday, I run enclosinr; 

.I herewith copieA of correspondence exchang:ed between the Emergency 

Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, Inc, arid the Joint 

Distribution Committee. 

MAL:mh 
encls, 

S~~ yours, 

( /~--
/ 

M. A. Leavitt 
Secretary 

-_-.. -
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WASH.li~G'lUN 

G ENili.RGE:NGY GO!m,·,IT'l'EE '1'0 SAVE 'l'Hl!: JEWISH Pi!:OPi,J<; 01•' 
lJ 

p 2317 lpth Street, N .Vi. 
Y. 

Mr. Jo~eph C. Hyman, Vice-Chairman 
Americ<m Jewish Joint Distrtbution Committee 
270 MRdison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Till'. Hyman: 

In accorde.nce with our arrangement, I em sending you a resumll of the var·i9us 
points we discussed during our conversation, attended by yourself and Mr. Leavitt 
for the Joint Distribution CorrimittE!e and my associates, Peter H. Bergson, Gabriel 
Wechsler, and myself. I want to take this occasion, as well, to express my ap­
preciation of the cordial and candid spirit with which you and Mr. Leavitt discussed 
the various problems we considered. I believe we reached a very basic and sym­
pathetic underst~ding of the purposes and programs of our.organizations in relation 
to the tremendous problem we are seeking to solve. 

The chief object of our conversation was to find a means of co-operation whereby 
the Joint Distribution Committee would find it possible to allocate part of the 
necessary funds for getting large numbers of Hebrev1 refugees out,1of the Balkan 
countries in connection with the plans formulated by Mr. Eri Jabotinsky, our re­
presentative in Turkey. The specific project presented for your consideration 
involved a sum of' two hundred thousand dollars and is the first of a number of 
large scale ef:t'orts to remove Hebrew people from the danger zone and· to take them 
to places of refuge. 

In the course of our discussion you made it clear that the principles on·which 
you are operating are as follows: 

1. As an American organization, you feel compelled to· work through the 
off'icial channels of the V/ar Refugee Board and the American Ambassador in Turkey 
and are therefore lindting your f1nancial support only.to those projects that are 
authorized by the War Ref·ugee Board. 

2. Since your funds ·are lind ted, you cannot guarantee the support .of 
·all. the projects approved by the Yiar Refugee Board, but-:will allocate such funds 
as your budget permits to those that you regard as most practical and effective. 

,. 
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Juno f!, 191.1. 

.J. Y'1u {1rt: lt~~~l~:· .. no inv1dicu~-; G Lst.iilct:i.c,ns bc:t.F·een t·,"l.,.S> v:-:...ri~JU~j or6nnizut~cns 
ill 1·-~ fjt-:lL, 1\1 r~fP~..i.)~i'".tin(.., UJ';ose func.s, ~uu.,;;in,_.., thG v.-.ri~:u.5 }-1-·o_ .. c.cals ~urely on 
Lneir h: .. -'1'::.. ts -:-nL~ uot on ti.a basis uf th·..;: c:ct;hlJit;a.tion·:\}iJ<:,t is enget~e(;. ir:.. C[lrr;ring 
i:.!.•.::m ,-.n .. d .• 

You \'.il.!.. rt::c;~.LL th:-.t. ;-,·,._; er. :ht.Siz.ea t.!le ft~ct t"n:tt csl'i.r.in o·y2l'CLiol!S in T"iJ.rkey L:.o 
:::~ve i..:"IC ("1~ _·.rov.:;l c .... tr.c r;LI' .i.efuc;e€: DIY.!.'·~ but., b,_ ti"Icjl' very C!<.iturc, co.pnot be 
c~Ar~·ieL .. l Ci.:t t~!l'(i It), r.-te i..q_,C·t!CY oi tht?o L;_,r HofUt1E'C Do:· j"'(,. ~- feGl th(:t it i.t~. rJeC­
.._:;~;s:.:.r:,~_, t!!e""!.."'efol'·:-, tG 5".u:~:.lc::L3nt t.l~(: .:-.:ctiv:ltiea o~· tLe Bo.:.rc bv underte..king;'"t.her:e 
)ri vht~. C)ero tio~H:i. .:- ~ •. L .... cJ. your :·:. t-tet1ti(ln -!".o t.h:: f~.ct tk: .. t: before the \'H'.r, 
~:imil~r O!JCl'H ticns, unC~er the direction of ~.~r. Jabotinsl;:y 1:~.ncl. othsr ·Pe.lestini&.ns 
,·.ho al'€ nO\'" :nc.tnbers of our or£"ru1ization achievect great success un:l V\'ere reoponsible 
for the inu~ti 0rc-ltion into P<-ll'.:;;:;tin·.: of tltore thc..n thir·ty thm.lsE..nci Hebre\";"S from ~lst 
Europcc:.n cctmtries. Thit> work, ;"e ~Joint:::G. out, v;an tvn·formed -:rith tfle Jractical 
coo;Jerr.tion ·.1f the Polish, RtUiH.Jli~n, ::.nd C~echoslov~:.kiu.n <..ioVE";I'ntlen~s, t-:.nci rsceiveG. 
t~1e c:ssist !Ice c"'f Turki:..:h .:u.1u. i..tree1c li~;verr111ier.tc. ~·.e strest~ tne fc.ct thi.tt tJ.1e chan­
nt::.L:::.; ·,·.e c.ievelo~1ect _in chrrying out tiliE viork Chll no~' be utilized ;_;_;_;,iin by our repre­
sEntr.tiv·o;;. 

·~·.e notC! \Litl-:. ~eJrc;t L-~·.t your btK~get for th:;sc .:.1.ct.ivities iG l.intitec"! anCt t~at tfte 
funds ·.-.e believe the Juir!.t DistrioutJ.on Comuittee t~LoulO. allocHti:; for the ~n·oject.s 
'.·.e 11.:-,re undertn."i:::en mr.y not be aveilE,ble. Dut. we urge upon you further consider&tion 
of our propos«.ls c.nu ;:.; trust t1v.t. yoy. will j,nstruct your re,,reoentatives in Turkey 
to coo9er,~te in every _;?Ossible manner rii th l.T. J.::tbotinsky so tJ·~at Our combined. efforts 
;:·ic~y .::..ci1ieve tile :maximum rc;sults. 

signed 
/. 

Johari J. 0mertenKo 
Executive Vice-Chcirman 

JJS:sb 
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June 15, 1944 

Dr .. Jotw:t .r. 2mt~rtenko, iixecutive Nice-Chu.irman, 
E.nerpeoc;)' Co-•unitte:" to Suve the Jev.is: Peo,,le· of Europe, 
2517- l5t!1 ~Jtreet, ~.1~., 
~·."CJBilinrton, D .G. 

'.:j C:ear Dr, Smertenko: 

:• e v·lsh to ackno·:.ledrre receipt of yom· letter of June 8th in v1hich you summarize vari::.us 
,Jobts of the discussion at !'. meetinr at which were present lflr. Berpson, \lr. 1''echsler, :.lr, Leavitt and myself, 

Yo:1 l'efer in your letter to specific prof"re.ms of· rescue and a concrete 
1
)roject involvinv 

t!1e sum of ~200,000. Neither Mr. Leavitt <~or I has any recollecticm of any discussion v1ith 
resp=c t to a concrete )reject. The ,)roblemu, as outlined primarily by ;fir, Berp,so11,_ related 
to t:1e· reneral prbciph of secilrinp financial aid for ,Jrojects to be initiated by· your 
Co<lllllit.tee, End there was no reference to any immediate, concrete plan, 

T;1ere is another matter thet I would like to make clear. Neither ~ir, Leavitt nor I indi­
cated t~at the v·or:-·. of the JDC '':as carried out directly throur,h the arency of the V.'ar 
0\efup-ee Eoard. Let me f"iVe you our· position as we tried to make it clear to you and to 
your associates: 

JDC is prepared at any t.i·ue to consider concrete proposals purely on theii merits and 
not solely on the basis of whether one orga.11ization or another may ·be enga!'ed in the execu­
tion of any ''UCh ;Jlans, The specific proposals, hov~ever, would have to be considered by 
tile representatives· of the l"ar Refugee Bo&rd and by our ovro representative in Turkey, examined 
as to their feasibility and practicability, and upon the recommendation of the V.'ar Refugee 
Board and our own representative, we would be ready to ~:dve consideration to our financial 
participation in such project or projects, While ,there was a good deal ·of discussion, our 
po~ition is to· be rerarded as set forth in the present communication to you, 

.JGH:inh 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph C, Hyman 
Executive Vice-Chairman 

- .... 
:--
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June 30, 19-14 

Prof, J. J. Smrt&nko ~ Exeouti ve Vioe...chnirman 
Ellllllrgenoy Committee to Save the Jewish People 

of Buropo, Inc, 
25 ··est 41lth street 
Uew York 19, H. Y. 

I have fo:r aob1owlodl)emont your letter of June 26th with ro!'erenr.a to 
a projeot which you sri;!:\ to YltiS the subject of diGo:)SlJtcn· ·botTIOon us at 
our moot inc; on Tuesday, Jun!:l 6th. You tldviGo ·thu.t thin pro ,jaot ms 
propoaed to you by l'r, b.'l•i J1\bo~L,s;,.,r und r•oln.ted to tho rasoue of sov­
eral thouoan.:! Jmla. 

Nei thor Hr. LGavitt nor I l'aonll ru>y rcforene~s to ti.is or to nny other 
specific projeot, nor do we reonll that this project was stated to have 
been diooussod with our representative .. Mr. Rennik, ill Turkey. __ l~a still 
do not know oxaotly what ·!;hill plan conoistu of.~ and wo have had no_ word 
from Mr. Roanik on tho mttor. ln the rnaantimo 1r, the li&b.t oi' your , 
letter, we have oolli!lUlliov.tod with llr. l'<lhlo of ths War l\of'w;ee Bonrd who 

· advisoa us that he knowa of no auoh projaot aathat desoribed by you, nor 
has he approwd of any suoh solwme subndtted b:r 1\h'. Jabotinsk:y. 

Our position is precisely tho samo aa 1ndioatod to you 1n our letter of 
Juno lut:h, and requires no rest.teoont. 

JClltde 

Sinoerely youre •. 

JouphC. ~ _ 
Executi,_ Vice-Chairman 



EMERGENCY C01WITTEE To Save The Jewish People of Europe, Inc. 
25 w. 45th st., New York 19, No y, 

Mr. Joseph c, Hyman 
Executive Vice-Chairman 
Joint Distribution Committee 
270 1~dison Avenue 
New York 16 , N, Y, 

1ty dear Mr. Hyman 1 

July 3, 1944 

It would be futile to prolong the debate as to whether you.d~ or do not recall 
our discussion of the project proposed by Mr. Jabotinsky. What matters is that 
we should like to have your consideration of this pr•ject, and I am therefore 
setting it down as simply as possible, 

Eri Jabotinsky, now in Turkey with the appl'oval of the War Refugee 
Board and the State Depal'.trilent, has l'eported to us that it is possible 
to take certain measul'es which will result in the immediate rescue 
,f several thousand Jews in the Balkan oountl'ies. He estimates that 
the cost of the specific project he has under consideration will be 
about $200,000 and he asks us to provide him with these funds. 

Mr. Jabotinsky has a !'eoel'd of accomplishment in the evacuation and 
transportation of Jews from Europe, He was in charge of similar. 
activities before the wal', and even after the vml' was able to take 
about 2,500 Jews out of Eastern Europe and transpol't themvto ·palestine, 
This was done by chartering a Turkish ship, fu.e S>S, Sakaria, getting 
her to a Rumanian port • and obtaining the necessary clearances to 
enable her to reaoh Pales tine, 

Now Mr. Jabotinsky has been able to re-establish his previous contacts 
and to ascertain that, with due consideration of the difficulties and 
uncertainties of the present situation, his efforts in this particular_ 
case will be successful. Knowing Mr. Jab6tinsky 1 s character and 
accomplishments, we are confident that his'conclusions are tantamount 
to'. assurances that the plan is practical and feasible, In view of 
these faots, we appeal to you to provide part of the neoessary-~unds 
for putting this project into operation. 

These are the l:nre essentials of our pr<Jposal 1 end I em certain fu.at you wil.l find 
Mr. Pehle whol.ly in accord with the idea that_Mr, Jabotinsk:ybe given every 
facility for expending and onrrying out rescue operations. That was the purpose 
of his trip to Turkey, Uay I point out that while complete success c!lnno':i be 
guaranteed by anyone before the project is undertaken, the ·sum of $200,000 re­
quested will be needed only if the project is successful? The sum involved in 
the preliminary work is small and whol.ly insignificant in view of the expected 
results. Ge_rtainly, a few thousand dollars cught not to stand :in the way of under­
taking an operation whieh may result in the saving of several· thousand lives~- ,. 

·sinoereiy.yours> 

(sf$d) Johan J, __ Smertenko, ExeauJ;i;,e Vice-Chairman 
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July 7, 1944 

Or. J. J. Smortonko, Exooutive Vice-Chairman 
l>mergenoy Committoo to Sava the Ja11ish People 

oi' Europ;;-
26 Weat '15~h <i~NH 

New York 'ity 

11y dear Dr.- ·smer¥~nko ' 

I havo for aoknowledgment your letter of July 3rd, in whioh you advise 
that the project submitted to you by Ur. Eri Jabotiuaky require& 
$200 1000 in order to rescue several thousand Jews. In the absenoe of 
any further information, ~.a mere application for $200,000 does not 
seem to us to constitute a proj_eot on -,lliioh:::_we oun pal'l3 nt this end. 

Dr· Joseph ~ • Sohwartr., our European direotor, 1e at present in Turkey, 
and w are asking him to report to us on hia disousalon with lllr. Eri 
Jabotlnsk:J with respeot to ~ speoitio plans or progl'&JilS regarding 
this tao01000 request. We are also askin& the war Refugee Board to 
oOJDanioate with their l'Cipresentative in Turkey, JAr. Ira s. Hlnohmann, 
on thie -tter. 

JCHdlP 

Joae&lh c. Hyman 
E:uoutive Vios-Chail'l!llln 
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Ji'ollowing message is for Leavitt, V/RB
1 
from Joseph 

Schwartz, 

/Y0ur cable wa~ received by Hesnik and he will give 
' Hirschmann full cooperation. Jl,t the present time efforts: 

being made v: 
the various agenoiea' activities, 

are to coordinate 

The mbaasador and Hirschmann met to discuss this subject. 

Jfull information as to progress made will be forwarded to 
youy/ 

BERRY, 

·f 
,, 



,, 

JUL 12 1944 

Dear Hr. Leavitt: 

The fo.llowing confidential meosnge for you 
!'rom ~lr. Jo•e,.,h Schwartz 1t1ts received from tho JLrnerican 
Conoul>~te (;en~rel, lot~nbul, under date of July 6, 1944: 

"Your cable wao received by Jlesnik and h"l ~till 
t:ive Hi rschm"nJ' full coo..,erption, At the preeent 
time effor·ts "-!'" being ••ada t,o coordinate the· various 
ll{~eHcieo 

1 
activities. ~'he Ambassador and Hirochrr,nnn 

met to diecnRe this subject, <'ull 1nformntion as to 
lJro('rP.nR mnde will bo forwarded to you." 

Mr. i-~osaa A. Leavitt, 
:~ocretary • 
American Jewieh Joint 

Diotribution.Committee, 
2?0 ~lndison i\venue, 
llew York 16, llew York. 

" EETowlerlagr .?.c.ll-44~ l/ 

Very truly yours, 

(HM,,.,n1 :J. w. Pohle 

J. H. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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1.F 1 EGRAM · ' COMMuNICATIONs 
~" ~~ 1.\ND RECORDS 

BJR - 47 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to 8nyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (~T!\Iarn) 

~Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

I viJ 

BGl?, July 5, 2 p.m. 

AnkarCONTROL COPY 
Dated July 5, 1944 

·Jt 
Rec 1d 4:59 p,m,, 6th. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

JUL ''I 1944 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS II RECORDS 

FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM HIRSCHMANN, ANKARA 

NUMBER 86, 

For your information a luncheon conference was 

arranged at the invitation of Ambassador Steinhardt 

·on July 2 to consider ~md coordinate plans for the 

expansion of the work of rescuing refugees from the 

Balkans, Among those present were Ambassador Laurence 

A, Steinhardt, Counselor Robert F~ Kelley, Ira A, 

Hirschmann, special representative of the War Refugee 

Board, and his assistant Herbert Kptzki; ahd the 

following representatives of organizations engaged 

in refugee rescue work: Joseph Sc.':.wartz and Reuben 

Resnik, American Joint Distribution Committee; Dr, 

Judah Magnes and Harry Viteles, .Middle East Advisory 

Committee of the American Joint Distribution Committee; 

Chaim Barlas; Je\dsh Agency; J_acob Griffell, Agudath: 

Israel, 



.. 
( •·' (, 

-2- #2017, .;ruly 5 1 2 );., •. :.,, from Ankara. 

Israel; Vaad Haazalah, ar.d other or~hodox groups; 

Zevschind, Hist~;~drath; and David Schweitzer, Hicem. 

It was agreed among the organizations that over-

lapping and duplication of effort now.exists and that 

greater results w~ll be obtained by coordinated efforts. 

Ambassador Steinhardt pointed out the unfavorabie re­

action he had received from Turkish high officials 

to counteract confusion resulting from numerous indi­

vidual organizations approaching these officials fre­

quently with similar or conflicting pPojects; also 

the difficulties placed in the path of the representa­

tives of the United States Government in dealing 

effectively with the Turkish Government as a result 

of these conflicts. 

An agreement was reached to form· an over-all· 

coordinating committee including e1l. effective agencies 

now represented in Turkey. The cof.miittee is to be 

directed by ·Ira Hirschmann,· War R-efugee Board repl;'e~ 

sentat:l,ve and his assistant _Herbert Katzki, 

It was understood that ali efforts of individual 

organizations, especially thos~ related to chartering of 

sh~ps; would be pooled into a: single coordiiia_'ted effort 

in which aU effective agencies wouid be afforded an 

opportunity to partiCipate. 

. - ~ --

_____ · _ ____:____ __ ~------=---------':___-~~---~' --~-----~~:::.:___:_~-~~-.. -
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#2017, July 5, 2p.m., fromAn~cara. 

We are sure that you w~ll take advantage of 
~ 

Ambassador Steinhardt's imminent return to Washingtoh 

to learn from him at first hand and in detail the 

our:eent situation existing il1 Turkey with regard to' 

the refugee movement. 

When the above mentl on ed oommi ttee .is formed 

in Istanbul and operating, we will keep you informed 

of its program and developments. 

KELLEY 

JJM:EEC 

>· 
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CORRECTION 
'"ij 

In cable from Ankara 2017, July 5, 2 p.m. 

FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Delete serial number 11 2017 11 insert 111217 11 , 

DIVISION OF COl'll'lUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 

JOPY 



~RTMENT ~r'· OUTGOING ~ ' DIVISION OF 
- O,fM& J1.mt . :: :i.!AGMMUNICATIONS 

ST'l~ributio of t:rm: TELEGRAM ' . AND RECORDS 
ru.ding only by spr;;oinl 8 k:£Wilo · 

{ =~:·· ( . [~:;;;J~'_f.CbwtntF'Bopy 
.AiU.~Al'A" 
535><' 
Tho tol1~1m~ f@~ Stgi~dt 1e Wftl @abl~ 53 and ratora 

to Ankar&•• 901 or JUne 1. 

O~e$!l"Vat1crw ot i'0:1."0181\ 0~!'10~ 6(11oret~a1"1 General 111eem 

'!:holl;v ratio!/i!lll., Stw&~ly tdt b;y Board that tlw bado 

tn!Bk ot J'&>IIICVAing :th"' l.~t'gmst poas1'ble m.aftl'be)l>ll ot "fv.tllte& 

in G~ne~~'~:r tGjll.'i'itor.•,y ~m,.l3t n~t (:NJ~&t not) in aDJ wa'f be 

i' into~t'illl'®d with b;u "i1'i'~:MIIl00B of opinion !1}ct'llf&en pr1Ya11Gt 

refuge~ o~~ani~at~ona, The coord1n&t1on and superv1e1on 

by the Euib~&SI.'If and lU.!:'IHihmaM of' all. l'DrJcue aot1v1t1es 1n 

'l'ur1tey t0'1!1!1i'd8 a~mU"&!lO$ that fiaCb. pl'iVate rllliuj&lllO organiza­

tion mak0~ 1t~ morot 9ff@ct1~~ oontr1~t1on to tho overall 

progl'~m. 1ll:w 9.'1i'01o.ing t)f umtt<~iUIMt;;!U"' ai:lpU.eation. of aoUv1t1u, 

et Q0f>OlJ'a 0 ~rill I;lll'\:1~1'1 lJI1:lO!!libl$ ~ aa:!l'nemtl;y hop&u 'rho reoom­

Qil~ti~ml -\lf' th~, ~-t<~~t;VJ&ly ;J.r1d !liroslmann ,..13.1 guidG tho BoalN'l • . , .... 

~!lUI: MMV: KG 
6/14/44 

·Tf~l) 

S/CR 

DECLASSIFIED 
State .Dept. LetJ~r,--1:11-72 

By R. H. Plirk~'Date..:sre....;. 8 1~72. 



,. 

1\: 
Pltaae refor to your No. ''l.of I~• tlrat. 

luutatlon of the 8eOI'etary GGileral of the 1orelp Offloe appeal'l 

eatlrelr reaaonablo. 

the ioard teele etr6-sly that dlfferencee·of op1nlon between prlYate 

refll&ee ••~UhaUona nat not (repeat not) ln P't vq interfere wUh the 

\a1lo.talk of re1oulng the larceat po11lble nuabera of refUgees la ••e~F 

terrltio17. h 1a our earnest h11pe that the lbibaeq aad Mr. Hbeohlla.Dn vlll 

b!t able to oo81'4lnate and llqlltn'lee all •••ClUJ aoU'flts.ea la fukq to the 

.neat aH&IAI'7 to aaftl'e that eaoh prl'fate refllcee ol'pnteaUon llllkee the 

•o•t etteotl're ooatrlbv.Uon to the oYerall pl'oll'allt &'t'ol41q 'IWlloeaaaq 

duplleatloa of aotlvlty, eto. Aaoor4lbc1F, the Ieard wlll ,; glided bJ t~ 

feeo ...... tt.one of the lllbaiiJ and Kr. H1reCIUaaa. 

!b.ll b War B.efqee Joart.Oable to .&akal'a lo. 53 

June 13, 191,4 
2:10p.m. · 

i.liss Chauncey \for the Sec 'y) AbrahaLJson, Gohnf DuBois'f :Friedman, Hodel, 
laughlin, lesser, Liann, Stewart, Central .Files, Gable Control Files· 

.m'Jbbk - 6f8/~ 



- --

De~r John: 

v 
THE,·UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1944 

I enclose herewith a copy of a memorandum 

v~itten to me relative to Steinhardt's cable 991 

of June 1 1'1hich impresses me as making a very 

sound point. I thought you vmuld lilte to have 

the memorandum for your consideration, and, if 

Mr. Hirschman has not already been instructed 

along the lines thereof, that you may wish to 

cable him in this general tenor. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. John w. Pehle, 
War Refugee Board, 

Executive Office of the President. 

', • .i 

., 
·• 

J 
j 

i 
-~ 

J 
1 
L 
I 

L -- 1~-



(COPY: !D) 

JtulG 7' 191,1, 
To: U - Mr. Stettinius 

From: NEA - Mr. Murray 

I believe that Ankara's 991, Jtme 1, 5 p.m. from Ambassador 
Steinhardt to the 1\'ar Refugee Board merits careful <>ttcmtion. 
The Secretary Gene7.1 of the Turkish Foreign Office called in 
f.mbassador Steinhardt and complained that there had been an 
inflmc of individuals representing various Jewish organizations 
and that there was apparently no collaborution between them. 
These individuals, without informing themselves as to whr..t had 
been accomplished alrectdy; proceeded independently to approach 
the Tlll•kish authorities with variou:; suggestions. They seemed 
bent on "outstripping theil· rivals" and did not hesitate to 
resort to devious and illegal means to accomplish their pm·pose. 

After emphasizing the desire of the Turkish Government to 
cooperate to the limit of its ability, the Secrett<ry Generul sug­
gested that the purpose of the War Refugee Bourd could best be 
accomplished by centralizing all future requests of the Tm'kish 
Government through a representlitive approved by the Ernbussy. The 
Secretary General said the Foreign Office would not receive a 
multitude of other individuals. Ambassador Steinhnrdt had no 
alternative but to agree that in the future all requests oi' the 
Tm·kish Foreign Office should be made by Mr. Hirschmann, or in 
his absence by a.n officer of the Embassy. 

When you next see Mr. Pehle, you may >vish to point out to 
him that it would be desirable for the War Refugee Board to 
emphasize to all the interested Jewish agencies the fact.that 
Hirschmann and/or the Embassy is the WRB spokesin.an and that it 
would be most unfortunate for individuals or private agencies in 
TUl·key to step out of this framework. Unless a disciplined 
front is presented to the Turks, the aims of the War Refugee Board 
will suffer. 

.,/ 
Wallace Murray 

NE:GWones:Ml'J NEA 

·., 
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-~i tf'j (:F - ~ -:~ s ·. 

. DKCtASSIFIED 
Sta~~-.liept. J;Ctter, 1-11-72 _ 

By R.'kParks D,-te SEP f8 1972 
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,, csu Chauncey (fol;- the Sec 1y) Abrahatnson, Akz;tn, Bern§i;B:in, Cohn, DU11oia, 
friedman, Gn~t.on, Hodel, -Laughlin, -Lesser-,- Lux·ro.rd, .I\1~ 1 - M_al:monp Marks,. 

- :t.cc,,:rumek, Pahle, Sargoy, S•:tith, Standish; Stewart,.0Weii:tstein 1 H, D. White, 
Nlu · 



-
\ ·, 

FRO' copy 
TO: 

DA'.i'· 0: 

that ln a~~ltlon to t~ertlnf my own efforte on behalf of 
?- / 

t·.,e Je•-:.i.ch vlctl.!:E· -,r Nt:7l 'X'r.~n~utl.cn, I hmre been 

renr1 !':rine enc: •··111. eont1 rw..; t:) rc!"!d.cr every r.oBtlble aid 
/ 

to ··ersrs. "sstncr, Klarner ;;nc Grifc1 r-nc that it lc 

&Psun6d that my conttnuin[ err~rts are kno~n to them. 

·l ,,~ \\ 

DC:l:VAG:HL 

6/10/44 

S'i'EI FHA'~_DT 

DECI.t-.SSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Pw:k;·Dateill...l 8 1972. 



Attention: Rabbis Abrahi!Ill Kalmauowitz 
and Aron KotltJr. 

Ambassador Steinhardt has requested tnat 
in response to Y<-'ur recert. cahlo ~")ll btt advised i...ltnt 
in addition to exert.ing r1is owr1 efforts on i:>ehalf 
of t;.e ,1 ewish victims of !:azi perseoution, he has 
bee~< renderint; and will continue to render every 
possible a.i.<i to i:eom·«. l:astner, Klarne1· and Grlfel 
ani that it i3 assumed tiJ<.t i11s continuing efforts 
are knovm to them. 

Vflr:J truly yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
1\xecutive Director 

J'lw Vaad !lahatzala Emergenoy Co11miittee, 
lJ2 :ia3S6<1 .'3tre.,t, 
tiew York, Nmr York. 

FH:lab 6/13/44 
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l ? tel tc t. ~€ '"·-'"·rlt.' Jt-·dp,h' 

//.l. 
~,r· Jt?'~~ r~-~~·- the Bc:_tFnf! Rn.:· M .<) fi""~ fl~eki.ne fun·~;~ for· t;1lG 

;>iir!J',loP.e, \,t if' b•··corn1nr 1nel'e.'.''1ng-ly ~artc,,~t f(>J" c;C' t<' judge 

t(i~·lf B.J-:ten1;: t•' ''':1.c: t':rir :rcc"'!•etlvc PCt.J.vitieA !l':ou16 be 
o,::~·--=·· -

fl":;:;crr t>W, 'i".e b'>Pr<' u;ny ''ill~·: tn beftr in milv' thrt ln till{! 
h) 

cr,nr,rc-tL>W t'•e Ce>!lt 11erely ten<'ls tn lncreel'e by c--nret1t1ve 

lncre'Pln~ the number of vessels. 

('T~('T .. ~~SSIFIED 

! 

t;t.q .. :J,;I_,~. Lette;-:. 1-11~72 

By R H. ?arks' .3-otG SE\::,) 8 YJ72. 



JUN 3 1944 

Dear Dr. Ooldmannc ~ 

'the following confidential message for you from Mr. Barlae 
was rocoi ved through tho American Jl'.mbassy, .lnkara, under date ot 
l'ay 10, 19441 

"It is my understanding that without my knowledge or that of 
tile Ambassador, Oriffel, Kastner and Klarmann sent a cable to 
the Vaadhahatsala Emergency Committee of 132 Haeaau Street, 
Now 'fork City, in which they requested that $200,000 in Swiss 
currenqy be placed at their disposal at once, claiming that 
in the last five weeks they have BUceasefully arranged for 
the sea transportation of about 1000 persons and that it 
would be possible for thom to enlarge the movement with the 
money which they requested. 

·~au are utformod that the movement they referred to was arranged 
solely by the Jewish Agen~7 with the active assistance of the 
Ambassador. 

"The persona sending the cable have taken no part 1n arranging ~· 
for this movement and no funds are required by them. Moreover 
it is indicated by their cable that they are not familiar 
with tho secret arrangemente, of which you have been informed, 
that the Ambaesador made with the Governor of Turkey, to allow, 
on a reetr1cted basis, a continued illegal mova~~~ent. 

uuy work will bo undermined, I will be in trouble with the Turks 
and chaos will result if funds for rescue work are sent from 
America to anyone who asks for money. It is urgently recommendecl 
by me that unless requested by the Ambassador, a representative 
of the WRB, of the JDC, or m,yself, no funds for rescue work be 
sent to Turkey from the United states." 

Dr. Hahua Goldmann, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 
342 lfadison Avenue, 
FIHato~3}U Mew York. ~ ~ 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
l!:xecuti ve Director 

-----'\' 



::.ecretary of State, \;v.Dhington 

.;'oll&>~i:lg is for. ·ll\fJ 1 e attention, 
~ / 

it la retw,e·ste<t by .ilarlas of the J'owish Agency that there be 
,_.--· ----· 

tr.?..na ,,l tt.ell. Lo .ilr. ~<ahuw \}o'.Lutr.ann of' the :<.ioni at j;;,u;r ;;ency \Jouncll tho 

followinb .. le~llu.e;el 

/ H is "'·Y ·u.uti.e:cstancllnl~ that uithout my ~:no~:lec\ge or tht<t of the 
;.-· 

Ambass~::.<~ox·, 1.1-l•i:t':f(jl, fu--<.sttter a:od h:lar~1v.nn ~~e.:~t f!_ c~.Jll.£· to tile 

Vf~;~~.~~l:w.uzelc .. ~~.~.ei·&~::ncy 0oJlih1ittee oi' 1:2 .;·:HSG!\U .-itre6t, lie\·/ Y'6r~: Uity, 
/ .. -

ill l1ich LheJ rectttcsted thnt •i~~dOO,\JCO i.n .Jwiss curreney be. placed .:·t 

their ci.is_,o'S<cl at •mce, claimin. 'thnt in the last fiv€ •·:ee'.s thr.:1 :·.ave 

of Iillich .;ou ·~.ave been infor•~ed, that the 1\.;·lbE.ssador mad.e vrith ·the 

Governor of Turl~ey. to 'lllov'; on a l'estrl.cts[l_ basin.- a continued 

illegal 



ille;~a} movement, 

:,y llvl'k 11111 he tn;<' crLltnerl, I tll.l.l bo ~n trouble Hith the Tnr\:s and, 

ch;ios ';!\U •·~stt'! t: U f'lU·ln for l'fJr;CIII'l ll'lr.'r m:n ~ent _from l·.nwric~· to r.nynno 

Ylho cG'S fvl' !;J,)Ile,)', !t i~ '•l'C'j;e,ltly reoor,J,enrl.ed 1:>,; me, that unleRs rer,ne.r.ted 

t'")) :; 
0 

·-· 
(::,go 
~ . ,iJ Lt~ 

.l...i ::~ 
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LONDON 
55 New Cnvendish St., W .l 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BtrENOS AIRES 
Corrientcs 2024-9o 

JERUSALEM 
Vuad Leuml, P. 0. ll. 471 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 

/ 

WDHtD JEWISH [01\TGHESS .,: <· 

CONGRES .JUIF MONDIAL ••• CONGRESO .JUDIO MUNDIAL 

330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

, .. ·,_.,; •':., I I 

( 

CAnr.ns: CONGnuss, Nnw YoaK 
Tur.nrnoNn; LONGAcnn 5·2600 

In reply refer 
to No. 72 

Mr. lawrence s. Lesser 
War Refugee Board 
~eaaury Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Lesaert 

June 1, 19Ltlt. 

Referring to my yesterday's ·.letter. oontaining the 
text of the oa,l~le frain Mr. Barlaa received on May 23rd 
by Dr. (}oldmann, and to the conversation we had today 
over the phone, I would be extremely obliged to you 
for letting me have the message previously addressed 
by Mr. Bar las to Dr. Goldmann, and whioh is ,in yilur 
possession. 

/ I need this text for our negotiations With the 
Vaad Haha tzalah. 

ALK:bg 

Sincerely yours, 

-~ 
/' 

Dr. A. Leon KubOWitzki 
Head,. Resoue Depariment 
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TO Mr. Pehle 

FROM L. 8, Lessl'n' 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

June 2, 1944 

/ ,,/ .--
You will recall GrHfel 1 s request for :\\2001 000 from the Vaad _ 

Hahatzula for rescue work. The following is a cnhle that the '1/JC-
rr"ceive.1 from Bal'll\s: · 

''2420 REFERiliNG CABT.l<: MAY 10 TRA!!SfHT'I,'ED '!'!![tOUGH AVENI 
STOP GLAD INFORM YOU AFTER CONVgRSATION WITH GniFFEL 
KL011M.AN THAT THEY ACTED BONAFIDJ3 BUT ·:/IT!IOUT KNO","ILEDGE 
ARRANGE~I!ENT ACCORDING TO WHICH THEIR ACTION UNNECESSARY 
STOP MATTER THUS SE£TLED AVOIDING FUTURE CONFUSION" 

At app1'oximately the same time, the Va.ad Hahatznl!l received 
t!1e following cahle from Griffel: 

11 CAB!.E BARLAS FROM ANKARA TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR BUCHIM 
COLm1AN AGAINST OUH PROPOSAL SENT YOU PROVOKEU. SUNDAYS JKIIISH 
ft_GENCY VAliD HAHA'J'ZAI,A MEEriNG GENERAL OPPOSITION STOP . 
MIS (THIS ?) CABLE ISSUED .BECAUSE WAS COMPLETELY UNINI'OR'ImD 
RE OUR AGREE:\lENT WITH COl.t?Er'E!·fl' FACTORS WHO A.llli ENTRUSTED BY 
COm'El'EJ.IT INSTITliTIONS THIS RESCUE. Y/ORK AND ACTED IT TILL 
NOV7 STOP BARLI\8 REGREI'ED AND DECMRED HAVING ·RECTIFIED CABLE 
THUS \'IE ACTED BONAFIDES STOP WE REli!Ail.K IN l.!ERITORIOUS RESPECT 
ACTUALLY OPINDNS DIFFERENCES BETWEEN BARLAS HIB COLL'!:AGUES 
BECAUSE BARLAS ATTITUDE FINANCIAL l.!EANS ONLY POSSIBLE JEWISH 
1\GENCYS CHN!NEL STOP ALL ?RECBDED P.ESCUE'IIAYS EXCEPTED 
PrDPOSED VAI.UELESS STOP YOUF. FIRST JV,IOUNT (YriJ!.IA.lffiANK UNTOUCHED 
i'iiLL USE ONLY EFFECTIF RESCUE WORK· STOP REmATING PROPOSAL 
PLEASE WIRE DECISION" 

_./ 
I have asked that Messrs. Kt.Umanowit.J".-and Kubowitzki sit down 

and work qut <:~ joint r'lest:l?-ge to both Brirlc..~. ancl Grifi'f-·1, This. t.h~' 



'• ... 

y .; ,;;V 

/vi ' BY DIRECT WIRE FROM ·:~ ·~_oPS~I\VICE' 

\\t E s TE R N 1223 
,., 

SYMBOLS 

. , 

-Tills Is n (ull·rntc 
DL•Dar~ncr Telegram or Cnble· 

NT•OvernlthtT~Icrnm r::r~l ~h!~~~f~~~, 1~: UNI ON LC•DcfcmdC.blc 
dlcated by o, auhnblc 
lymbolnbovc or pre· 

NLT-Cablc Ni1ht Lcncr~. 
ceding the address; 

A. N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMa CARLTON .J, C, 'WILLEWER f'AIHIIO!!:NT 

"' 
Ship Radl~;~rram CHAIRMAN Of" THI! aOARD 

f"IROT VICI!:•PRI!:BIDI!NT 

'J'ho Ollng time t~hown In tho date Uno on tolegrnmll and day letters Ia STAND~ no TIME at point of orlsln, TlmootrocelptlaSTANJ?ARD TIME~t point of destination 

TAF/RU '):'Y215. BEYOGLU. ll8 17 2ll5 
? 

VAAD HAHATZALA. EMERGENCY COMMITTEE l32 NASSAU STREJ].'T NEW YORK 
/ . . ~ ~ 

CABLE BARLAS FROM ANKARA To· WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR BUCHIM COLD:MAN 

AGAII:ST OUR PROPOSAL SENT YOU PROVOKED. SUNDAYS JE~ISH AGENCY VAAD 
. . n·s 

HARA'J.'ZALA MEETING GENERAL OPPOSITION STOP MIS CABLE ISSUED BECAUSE 

. WAS COMPLEI'ELY UNINFORlo:lED RE OUR AGRE1%1ENT V/ITH COMPETENT FACTORS WHO 

ARE ENTRUSTED BY CO!.'PETENT HTSTITUTIONS THIS RESCUE WORK liND ACTE;b IT 

TILL NOW STOP BARLAS REGRETED AND DECLARED HAVING RECTil!"IED CABLE TI-IUS 

· WE AcTED BONAFIDE$ STOP VIE REbiAHK IN :MERITORIOUS RESPECT ACTUALLY 

OPINIONS DIFFEREI,TCES BETWEEW BARUS HIS COLLEAGUES Bl<JCAUSE BARLAS 



~6(S;;v,ce 
Thl' Is " full-rotc: 

Telegram or Cnblc-

r::r~d ~h!~~~t~~~,, 1~: 
dlcatcd by n eult~tble 
aymbol above or pre~ 
ceding the addrc&.S. · A. N. WILLIAMS 

. PRI!:8LDKNT 
NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN Or" THE: liOARD 

1223 

J. C, Wll .... LEVER 
r"IRIST VICI:•PRI!:BIOI!:NT 

SYMBOLS 

NT•OvcrnlahtTclcar•m 

LC .. Dc(mcdC.blc 

NLT .. Cablc Nl&ht Lcnu-. 

ShlpR•dloanm 

'l'ho f\llng tlmo 11hownln tho dnto Uno on tolegrllm!l nnd dny lottor:s.ts STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Tlrno of receipt ls STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

TAF/ RU TY 215 VAAD P2/50 

ATTITUDE FINANCIAL MEANS ONLY POSSIBLE JEWISH AGENCYS CHANNEL STOP 
. -~ 

ALL PRECEDED HESCUEWAYS EXCEPrED PROPOSED VAIIJELESS STOP YOUH FIRST 
. / :' 

AMOUl\'T OTOMANBANK UNTOUCHED WILL USE ONLY EFFECTI'F RESCUE WORK STOP 

REPliJATING PROPOSAL PLEASE WIRE DECISION 
.. 

JACOB GRIFFEL LUDWIG KASTNER 

JOSEF KLARr.M.N 

PASS 

CD 27 



'· .·· ..... 
\ ~ . 

. ·::· 

. .. ' . ~~ 
>.: . ~ :·. 

l!" 
·-}~;.;.:::.r-.· 

foNDON 
SS New Cavendioh St., W I 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corricntcs 2024·9c 

JERUSALEM 
Vand Lcumi, P. 0, B, .f71 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Cntherinc St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 
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/. 
WDBL'D JEWISH l:DNGHESS 
CONGRES jUIF MONDIAL ,•, CONGRESO JUQIO MUNDIAL 

330 WEST 42rid STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y, 

CAn~mu CoNGftBs_s, Naw YoftK 
Tm.urnoNn: LONGACIIn 5·2600 

In reply refer 
tor No. 67 

Mr. Lawrence s. Lesser 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Lesserc 

May 3l, 1944 
•\ 

Pursuant to our last conference ~ am sending you herewith 
the~ext of the cable Dr. Gol~ann received from Mr. 
•&uc . 

112420 REFERRING CABLE MAY 10 TRANSMITTED THROUGH 
AVENI STOP GLAD INFORM YOU AFTER COWERSATION WITH 
GRIFFEL KLORILUl THAT THEY ACTED BONAFIDE BUT 
WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE ARRANGEMENT ACCORDING TO WHICH 
THEIR ACTION UNNECESSARY STOP· ][ATTER THUS SETTLED 
AVOIDING FUTURE CONFUSION" . 

Sincerely yours 

/ 
Head 



... ' ,. 

lfr. Ira ·A. llll'tohaaan, 
o/o Jlooalq4ale 1e,, 
Z..xtnctoa 4Tenue a11d 59th Sbeet, 
lew Tort, Jlew Tort. 

Dear baa 

"'MAY 3 0 1!144 

fbank you tor your leUe of Jllr 27, 1944, enolod~ leUu 
l'eoelnd by ;vou fro11 Jaoob io•ohela, heddent of .Ap&ae hl'ul. 

l $11'11 With YOUI' GplDlOD that f!AjllOD 1n thl1 a&tter lhon14 
be bl4 ln abevanoe untll you or latlkl ha'Ye hal a ohanoe to 1'11'lew 
the eltuatlon tn lUrk~ 

lnolo•ed. tor ;voUI' i~tormatlon.le a oopJ ot a letter whloh I 
. ha'YI 1ant to Jbo. lo1enhela. ·· 

-lnolo.Ve 

Jlrtbbk 8 5/30/44 



,/ ... 
"*'• laQob Jloaenhela, 
heetd.ent, / 
~· larael World Or~&nlsatlon, 
216 •••• 97th ••••••• lew fork 25, lew rork. 

»ear ·stra 

MAY ,q 0 1944 
" 

. -· 
Mr. Ira 8treobaaan, Bpeolal l~reaen-attve of the War letu,ee lo~r4, 

Jaaa tran.nl 'ted to me :VOlU' letter of Mq 2a., 1944. · 

Kzo • .111.-aohmalm h retlU'nlug to l'uke7 ln the DIU' futlU'e to I'IIUII 
hb worJr tor the War llettcee loard. I .. lnetruott.nc -~ to rm.., the 

, tltuaUon l'ahe4 bt the varioue oablea from Mes~ra. Grtttel, latfner, 
l1ahtiai and JUlio 'll})oa hla arrlftl there. I tlatlllr tt WOUld ... 
ext:reae17 Ulltorftliate tor any etepa h be takea to COIIJJlT wlth the 
retueet of Mr. Ol'ltfel unUl HI'. lll'tohllau Jau hd. aa opportuU7 to 
dh011ae the 111atter with all lntereate4 pereoae. 

ln view of the lnhre•t and aoUntr of :vou OI'Ballh&Uol'l. Ia tet.,.. 
.. ttera, J am aure 70u uad.eratal'l.d the neoeaattr for avot4lac -., dupllea. 
UoJi of ettol't. llatveea va.rlout pl'!Ya\e or•anhaUon1. .lt tooa at a report 
11 raoelvad troa -.. BlraebaaDn, I aa oonfldeat that a deoleloa oan be 
llde vhloh will a11ure a moat ef1'~olant_"re~" ~eaeue prol{l'~. Ill tva,. 
the War Jletvc-e loart bteadt to leari no etot\e Uiltvnea to aohleve the 
fulleat poaalble ooor4Snatlon of the reoout aot!vltlet of prl .. te 

· OI'BanllaUon• eperauiiC la the tleld. 

~ f J'.BJ'Ibbll: .. 5/30/44 

ierr 'I'U1J )'ova, 
(818zledJ J.l. Rellle 

~!:'~,~~/ 
~rf y· · J-o .. v· 

&({ 
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EXECUTIVE OrF'ICES 

!.T. John '·'· Pehle 
.. ar I.efugee Bot;rcl 
'•'rectsUl'~' BuilrUng 
"nshington 2b,:U. c • 
.i.lear ,Tohn: 

l!ny 2?, 1944 

'l'he enclosed letter is;.f'or your information· 
and that of :·lr, KatzY:1. 

I 

;,;y opinion is that any r-ecommendation with 
regarO. to this appa1~tly conf.11sed situation 
between these ,Tewish Rescue Agencies should 
remain status auo until tatzld or I e.rriv~-.' 
in Ankara, and ·r &1 wri tint; to l.Ir. F:os enheim 
nccordingly, l'erhal)S you would like to 
write to him also. 

GoY'd.ially yours 

( 4--\../ / 
I. ,~. Hirschr~ann 

. ' . 
t ---~·~ •• ~. :-;·~-..!-~·-_____ :..___._ ____ ._ . 



MONUMENT 2·354:3 

.<_! 

il"~ 

.. ,~.,w~ mm~.. n~~?~-n,.,,ncn 
clf;ptda1- [/1-'lael 'Wo'l.Ld i[)'l:Janlzatlon 

TH~ UNION OF UNIVERSALLY ORGANIZED ORTHOCOX .Jf:WRV 
( WORI..P·AOUPAH Or' ORTHO~OX JKWB INC,) 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVEz l.ONDON • BRANCH OFFICESz JERUSAL.EM AND NEW YORK .... 

May Uth, li;J44 

Mr. Ira Hirschmann 
c/o Bloomingdale's 
Lexington Avenue and 59th Streat 
New York City 

/ 
De!lr Mr. Hirschmann: 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

226 WEST 97TH STREET 

NEW YORK 25, N.Y. 

Following my letter of yesterday, I have to .inform you that--· 
we received tody the. following open cable from Messrs. Griffal 
Ka.stner and Kla.hrnla:.n in Ankaraa 

"Ca.bie Barles from Ankara to War Refugee Board for Goldman 
against our proposal sent you provok~Sunday's Jewish Agenoy­
Vaad Hahatzala meeting genaral <pposition. Stop. '.£his cable 
issued because completely uninformed re our agreement with 
competent factors who are entrusted by competent_ institutions 

____ ::.tllill rescue work and ach ievad it till nevi. Stop. llarlfi.B re-
__ gre-t;:t;ed -and declared having rectified his cable. Thus we 

acted bona fide. Stop. We remark in meritorious respect actually 
differences opinion between Barlas his colleagues because Barlas 1 

attitude financial means only possible Jewish .!>rg,enoy oha.nnels, 
Stop. All previous rescue..,ways accepted proposed without value. 
~op. Your first amount Ottoman Bank untouched will use only 
affective rasoue·work. Stop~ Repea.ting proposal please wire 
decision." -

.;/ 

It would be interesting to kriow whether indeed Mr. Barlas has with­
drawn his-former accusations1and adequaj;e cooperation could be estab­
lished between the four differont J-ewiSh orga~atJ.ons endeavou'ring 
in Ankara for the rescue of RUJnanJ.an and Hunrarian Jaws. _ 

It. would certainly be advisable for the War Refuge Board arid :Cbrc the 
Ambassador himself, to use their influence in tha direction.// . 

I remain, 



~'ROHI 

llA'I'EDt 

ORIGINAl, 

Searotnry of State, Wnahington 
( ., 

Amoricnn ~muusay, An~tra 

kay 25, 1944 

467 
j ... ~I II I':'. !·~ ~l'il.i ;,;. I 

'" The \'Jar Refugee Doe.rcl requests that you deliver tho following 
,.. ' 

masav.ce to l<!r, .Tncob Griffel, Hotel Continental, Deyogl\11 
/ 

"Yo11r cable oonoerninl!, additional 200,000 dollars received, 

Believed here thnt cliffioult>• consists in shortage of shipping 

ratlwr than lnok of money, and fenr oompeti tive bidding for 

uhip]J:l.ng 1·1ithout 1ncrenaing total of )Jersons ·rescued. Therefore, 

neoosae.ry you submit plano to American Embasay and consult 
I 

Bar be nncl Resnik cabling yo11r ,1oint recommendnt i.on throu{!;h 

/ ~ 
View Huneer1an situation it is Blic;&eated here that Hungarian 

Jewo bo informed t0 leave cities and hide countryside Mar 
I ,; • ,.. 

Slovakian and Yugoslav borders. Vaad ITalrctza.la Emergency ComCJittee 0 
~ 

Rabhi Abraham Kalmanowitz, 11 

- ~'or A:>b,•ssadorl First paragraph of foregoing relates to 2fll from 

CO!l!!Ulate G"'nernl in Istanbul of Hay 8 ruu\ to your 048 of Nay 10. 

ilould ap,preoiate if, after hearing interested TJartias, you \~ould cable 

UR YmU' arlvice; 

THIS IS ~'iRE CARLE TO MlKARA. NO,--iQ._, 

K 

HULL 



•• 

OABU: TO Al.!F.JUOAN llUBASSY, ANKARA 

The IVar Re.fuge·e Board requests that you deliver 
the following message to Mr. Jacob Griffel,-Hotel Con-
tinental, Beyoglul 1t 

,;UOTE Your cable concerning additional 200,000 
dollars rsoeived. Believed here !:;hat difficulty consists 
in shortage of shipping rather than lack of money, and 
fear competitive bidding for shipping without increaaing 
total ot persons rescued. Therefore, necessary you sub­
mit plans to American Embassy and consult Barlas and 
Resnik cabling your joint recommendation through Embassy. 

View Hungarian situation it ia suggested here that 
Hungarian Jews be inform,ed to leave cities and hide 
countryside near Slovakian and Yugoslav borders. Vaad 
Hahatzala Emergency Committee, Rabbi Abraham Kalnianowitz 
UN,~Ulil'E 

For Anroaesador1 First paragraph of foregoing relates 
to 281 from Consulate General in Istanbul of May 8 and to 
your 848 of .May 10. Would appreciate if, after hearing 
interested parties, you would cable us your advice • 

...................... 
Ma¥ ro. 1944 
2&00 p.:n. 

!d£1. f.4.il: 
BAkzin:jp 5/19/44 



... · 

:-' 
It ie eeeent1al that diffe~enoee of optnlon between p•lvate· retus .. 

orsanllationt do not (repeat not) la aD7 wq lntel'tne with the balle taP: 

ot ratoulng the larseat potflib1e n'\Uiber of refugee• froat e11.•q tellrhoi'f, 

At you know, tha. War Ref\~ee Board h trying to do R'ft7thiq po11i'ble h 

taoUUat!M.'efu«ee op$l'a'b1Qna in furlte:r aall lh Speolal ReplPttentathe, Mr, 

ba Blrtelhmanll, 1e ''en :retlll'ning to luJ-k•J' to re111111e hh work, tO\'& ·are 

nqueahd to keep Mr, Hirsclulwm Ml7 informed of ;your aoUYlUae and to 

teek hit guidanoe, It ls ov er.rnett hope that. Hr. Hl:reohllanJt will be 1Jl a 

poeltion to ooordlnate and auperviee all refu8ee reaoue aot1Ylt1ea ln lurke7 

to the -.tent neoeuoarv to atbure that eaoh.private ratucee ori8Dlaatlonaatat 

the mott etteoUve oontriwUon to the oYerall proptlll, aYoldlJII uuttt~QT 

duplloa.tion of aotlvltt.aa, eto, Aooordtnal:r, ln a'A7 oaee of ditail'teaent with 

other orpnilatlont oonoei'niq re1'11gee reaeue operaUone the 4eo1e1oa of the 

War Retugae :Board repreaedatlYe should 'be aoo..,tld 'bJ' you ae flul. 

J.Bia'bbk ~ 5/24/~ 

) 

j 
- s,\,r ~ 



I C!. . .-.. 1. 
y (( PAHAPimA::m OJ!' '.l'.EIJ~GIU\l( ili~Ci::IV.loJD 

. . ,...., 
Jlntoz·ican Consulate GeneraL, Istanbul 

'1'0: 8oorotary of atat;c;, \iashington 

DA'l'J~D: May H, 1944 

7 

' 
CQNTROL COPY 

li'ollowinG is 1:or Vuadha !Tatzala Emerg(mcy Committee, 
,/ / 

132 Nassau Street, New Yorlc, fl'Om Griffel, Kastner and ..--· 
Klarmann. 

You m·e info1•med that soa transports sta1·ted success­

fully, in the last five woelco a'loLtt ~>ne thousand persons. 

\'lith our help there is seen a possibility o1' enlargement,, __ 

l!'or this purpose we need two hundred 

m.ont. Action is crucial in the next month. 

sea transport you are aslced to :please send _,__.. 
free i~wlss currency at our disposal, 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parka Date S EP 18 

/ 



~ :.·· ' .· : . . 
. . '\ :: ·. 

., .. 

t.fay 15, 1944 

Gentlemen a 

The following confidential message for you was 
received from Grii'f'el, K11stner and Klarmann through the 
American Consulate General, Istanbul! 

nyou are informed that sea transports started 
successfully, in the last five weeks about one 
thousand persons. With our help there is seen 
a ;;ossibll1t7 of enlargement. For this purpose 
we need two hundred thousand dollar allotment. 
Action is ·crucial in the next month. To ensure 
continuation of aea tl"'ansport you are asked to 
please send this amount in free Swills currency 
at our disposal." 

Very truly 70urs, 

(4} rw~ 
· J, W, Pehle 

Executi'f'e Director 

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency CoJIIIIIittee 
132 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. · 

--~· f)5/ .-.~del1als 5/15/44 



.J;· 
:; 

TO 

Al 
'llj;. 

Mr. Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE May 24, 1944 

FROM Mr. Hirschmann 

I find this memorandum in my f1les relating ·?a M;-. Ja:c;, 
Griffel, Who is the individual·who recently requested $200,000. I 

/ 
am giving a copy of this to Mr. XatZki as it is my intention to have 

/ 
him work more directly with these organizations in Istanbul. 

Attachment 

; -



C 0 i Y. 25, D.C. 

In replv refer to 
\~ 840,48 Refu~ees/5075 

8<1,0. 48 Refugee s/5080 

Confirminc my telephonic converse.tion v1ith your 
secretary this mornirt£, we have received a telegre.m 
from Ambassador Steinharilt who states that he ha.s dis­
cussecl the matter VIi th }Ir, Be.rlas, heacl of the Jeviish 
Agency in 'furkey, who is also, as you Jcnov1, in charge 
of the trensit uf Jews to Palestine from the Be.lkans~ 

Ilri', Barlas stntes that l~is principal ilifficulty is 
caused by the lack of transportation facilities rather 
than tmv:ill.ingness on the part of the ·'l'urk authorities 
to cooperate, 'fhe il.mbassa.c10l' states that in his opinion 
unless transrortation facilities al'e D.ugmented by vessels 
espccia.lly chartered for the purrose, it is most unlikely, 
clue to the exlstinc; war conditions, th'at rail faciliJ;ies 
can be materially inereased. 

The Ambassador shtes tlw.t the Turkish authorities 
have repeatedly assured him of their desire to cooperRte 
but that under existing conditions the;)' cannot increase 
their ra.il facilities,. 

I am also very plee sed to inforni you that from .in­
formation just received from the ll.mbassa,dor, the Turk 
Government wil1 exert itself to the' utmost to a.fford 
pr,otect.ion to the several thousa.nd Jewish peopl~. of 
Turk origin who find themselves in France~ · · 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Stephen .S, Wise', 
World Jewish Congress~ 

Howard K. Travers 
Chief, Visa Division 

330 West Fo:rty-seconil Street, 
New-York, New York. 



c 0 ~) y 
25, D. C. 

In r-e 1•ly refer to 
VD 840.48 Refugees/5074 

Confirming my telephoniu conversation with you 
today, thf. Department has l'eceived a communic<·tion fr>om 
Mr. BB.rlas' at Ankara. stating that he underflta~ds that 
a vessel flyinr; a Portuguese flag which was chartered 
by thr. Joint Distribution Committee departed from Lisbon 
on ,Ta.nl.w.i>y 23 carryinr; some 700 refugees. }iir. Re.rlas 
believes that in view of the fact the.t the principal 
difficulty in rescuing more than a. lirni ted mmiber from 
Transnistria. is beca.use of the lack of transportation 
that he suggests that efforts be made to continue the 
charter of the Portuguese vesseJ. in order the.t it might 
proceed from Fo.lestine to Constanza and thus evacwJ te 
Jevd.sh refu,:;ees from Transnistria.v 

As I stated on the phone,, there is some question. 
in my mind as to whether the Portuguese Government uould 
permit the vessel in question to proceea to Constanza 
bu.t is is possible that you will desire to have Mr. Schwartz 
investigate at Lisbon. It is believed that the War Refugee 
Board will be functionint:; in the near future and if that 
Board or the Intergoverrmtenta.l Committee may assist, 
please do riot hesitate to inform me. I am also glacl to 
confirm that we h&.ve received information from Turkey 
to the effect that the Turkish Government ·will uo every­
thing it consistently can to protect tlie Jev1ish people 
of Turk origin who find themselves in France. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hr. Ifccises A. Leavitt'; __ 

Howara_· K. Travers' 
Chief, Visa Division 

AmericanJ Jewish Joint Dj_stributionGommittee, 
270 Ivia<lisonAvenue, _. -_ 

_ New York 16,- Nev1 York •.. 



PARAPHRASE 

I•'ROM: ANKATIA 

TO: DEPARTi.!ENT Of STATE 

No. 1~26 of Se~-~embel' 7, 1943, 4 p.m. 

'1 

ii.eference is muds to your -i726 of 10 p.m. September 4. 
Ho (repeett no) objection in principle is raised to the proposal 
oi' the Emeraency Conference to f;ave the Jewish People of Europe' 
concel'ning the sendi.ng of a representative to thi.s country 
for the purpose of inquirine;: concerning· practicable s£epG which 
might be taken for the release of Jews in countries under Nazi 
domination with the intention of removing them to places of safe­
ty. It may be, however, that the Department ViOulrl wish to 
indicate to the Conference and to'other committees in the U, S. 
which are motivated r.ith the same purpose that there are in 
'l'urkey several represer1tatives oi' various Jewish agencies try­
iriG to achieve the same objective. The Joint Distribution Com­
mittee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine both have representa­
tives ·here no17. I have been informed· b:t. these representatives 
that while the Bulgarian Decree, issued at the instance of 
Grabowski, remains in effect which forbids Jews from leavi11.g 
Bulgaria or terri tory occupied by Bulgariari forces, there is· 
little if anythi.ng 1'1hich can be accompHshed, because the rail 
communication between Turkey and Bulr;l!.ria constitutes virtually 
the only means of transportation from the BaDcans. 

STEINHARDT 



PARAPHRASE 

FROM: DE.PA](TMFWr OF STATE. 

TO: ANKARAJ 

No, 726 of September 4, 19/13, 10 p.m. 
~ 

The Department has been informe>d of the desire of the 
Emergency Conference to Save the Jewish People of Europe 
tha~ a representative should be sent to 'l'urkey and that 
other repreEentatives nhould be sent to several other places 
for the purpose of inquiring about practicable steps which 
mi0;ht be taken in regard to obtaining releases, from Nazi 
dominated countries, of Jews who remain in those countries 
and who are, therefore, subject to persecution, tbe purpose 
being that they will be removed to safe places. 

It has been called to tho Conference's attention by 
the Department that you are the representative of the 
general interests of the uovernment, and your activities 
as well a::: those of the Department i.n connection.with the 
subject matter of their interest has been related to them. 
The above-mentioned Conference is one .of a number of such 
committees which have the purpose at heart which has been 
translated il:to action by the Department in so far as vie 
have been permitted bl' circumstances. Representatives of 
this Conference have, hoi'lever, requested that an inquiry be 

·directed to you, to which the Department has·given its con­
sent, for the purpose of r.equesting your advice on the 

· question whether a temporary representative \•1ould in· any 
viay contribute to the extrication of persons in the categol"J 
mentioned from Balkan countries. The name of Hr. Ira 
Hirschman", v1ho was 'Vice President of Bloomingdale's Depart~· 
tnent Store in New.York, has been suggested in this con!lec:.. 
tion. Mr •. Hirschman states that he attended the .Evian C.on­
ference and that you.probably ·recall him.-

We have not consulted the milit;ary authorities, which 
we would do_prior to consenting to such a visit, even assum­
ing the availability of air prioritie's. 

Vie would appreciate your advice. 

HULL 


