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COOPERATION WITH PRIVATE AGENCIES IN TURKEY

A, GENERAL %
B. MATERIAL SENT FROM WRB OFFICE IN TURKEY

1, American Jewieh Joint Distribution Committee

2. Emergency Committes to Save tue Jewish People.of Burope -

3. HICEM _
4. International Rescue & Relief Committee
6. Jewish Agency for Palestine

6. Vaad Hahatzala
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Organizrtion Hsp:usentatlvses Bnpaged in neli,. and Hescue -

Activities in Istanbul

The following list sets forth the agencles and their
representatives in Istanbul, pe-manantly located there.

1) lieuben Hesnick represents the America: Joint Listribu-
tion Committee.

a) firectly or indirectly engages in emigration from

Turkey to Palestine or from occunied countries via Turksy to
Palestine. For these purposes, it makss the necessary trans-
vortation arranpements or provides the funds therefor.

b) Provicass relief for refugees in Turkey or in
ocennied arsas either in funds or in kind, directly and
indirectly, under Treasury license.

¢) Provides waintenance for refugees,while in transit
from countries of emigration to countries of immigrationi

2) Chaim Barlas represents Jewish Agency of Palestine,
officially represents the Jewish Agency in Turkey and is in
charge of thei% activities in that country.

3) Lr, J. Golden heads the Palestinlan office in Turkey
of the Jewish Agency. Uirects a speciél office for assisting
legal emigrants to Palestine departing from or travelling via
Turkey.

4) Leder, Jewish Agency, delivers such assignments
in Turkey for the Jewish Agency. 7

5) Zeev Schind, Moshe Averbuch, Ehud Ueberall represent
Palestine organization interested in special émigrat¥5n Trom
occupied areasrto Palestine, specially matters relating to -
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shipping.
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# 6) kanachim Bader, Venja Pomeraniec represant Palestine

et

orpanization Inter-sted in speclal reli.:f asssistance to people :
in occunied arees.

7) Jacob Griffel rapresents Agudath Israel 0%4Palestine,
and United Statss, anc the Vand ilmazalah of United otstes
interested in assistancs, emigration, and proviiing relisf for
Urthoror neopls in occupied areas,

8) Joseph Klerman revresents the Vaad uaazalah of the
United Statz:s and Palestine drganizations.

¢) Ludwlg Kastner represents the Vaad ~aazalah of
United States and the Bratislava Jewish community.

10) Davis Schweitzer represents the fdias-Ica emigration
association (Hicem).

11) L¥on Denenberp revresents the Internstional Hescue
and nelisf Committes, the Jswish Labor Committee, and is a
correspondent for the New York Jewish Daily Forward, interested
in relief an3d emigration of intellectuals, anti-Wazi refugees,
scholars etce®ra in occupied countries.

12) url Jabotinsky represents the United States fmergency
Committee for the rescue of Jews in surope, interestel in the
emigration'of people in occcupied aress.

In ad’ition to the forsgoing there were present in Ankara
or Istanbul for longer or shorter periods at the end of June
and first wesks of July:

13) Dr. Joseph Schwartz, ~uropean chsgirman of the Ameripan
Jdoint Distribution.Committee. '

i
14) Dr. Judah liagnes of the Hebrew University, Palestine, : j
who is a member of the Middle fast Advisory Committes of the - ’ f» i

JDC. ' : ’ ) ;
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15) Harry Viteles, a member of the hiddle ocast Advisory

s

Committee of the JDC,

16) sliszar saplan, @ mambar of ths itx=cutive and Lressurer
of the Jewi:i, agency. ' .

17) Izok witrani représants the Pulgarian vepartment of

the Jewish spancy.
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Kow, after the liveration of a flumoer of countries in Burope
from the Nezi regime,) more first-hand informstion is coming regard-
ing the fate of the Jews in the different countries, The informs-
tiosn which reaches us generally confirms the former reports
regarding the efforts mede for the extermination of the Jews in
Lurope. About five million Jews have been exterminated oy the
Germans in the varilous European countries during tne recent years
and 1t appears that only one million Jews will have survived after
the war, this being the most treacheroue massacre ever recorded in
History. Through miracle and thank- to the victorious armies of *
tne Allies, the lives of these one million Jews have been sgved
out thelr condition 1s still most deplorszble. They have no work,
no houses, no food. ALl they hed 1s now in thae hands of "aryansh
and nothing 1is Lelng returned to them in 8pite of the declarationg
given to this effeetl in tie press, through thée rsdio or otherwise, .
They have still to live in most inhuman and unsanitary conditions -
ten, twenty and thirty souls in one room - ag thelir houses have not
been returned to them; they have no work because tiley cannot get
Dacik their tools and tneir shops. Although their personal ssfety
1s not threatened they are facling disaster through hunger, disease
and deterioration. The only hope they inspire is to emigrate and
¢ find for themselves a new home where they could lead s productive
life &nd feel they are really safe.

Only small portions of the Jewish comnunities have survived
and these protlons will never be able to continue their normnal life
in countries where most of their brethren have been massacred, Out
of a former Jewish population of three million in Poland, it is
reported that only 90,000 have remained in that country. The same

- fate is shared by Jews in a number of other countries in Europe.

In actual fact, 1little has been done to rescue these people.
Palestine was almost the only country which contributed, and only
to a small extent, to the rescue of Jews. 15,000 Jews entered
Palestine during 1944 and about two-thirds of these were from
enemy countries or from recently liberated territories. Enormous
difficulties have been encountered in the way of the rescue work.
No transportation facilities were made available for carrying out
such vital tasks and, in additlon, it was necesssry to remove all
<inds of difficulties regarding entry and transit visas. The
procedure had been cumbersome and it was not till the beginning of
1944 that it was slmplified and errangemernts were made for the
grant of Palestine visas in Turkey to Jewish refugees who succeeded
in reaching that territory from enemy countries. But, alas, the
arrangements were made too late to hzve any real effect for the
rescue of masses. Only a few thousands could benefit of these
facilities. =
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The last blow to the rescue work was - the instructions issued
oy the Palestine authorities in Decemper 1944 according to which
the above facllitles were to be abolished. The Turkish Government
was officlally informed in December 1944 that the former procedure
will be discontlnued and no visas for Palestine will, in future,
be granted 1in Istanbul to refugees from Europe. According to
these instructions the Palestine visas had to be obtained in the
country of origin. Further restrictions on thesway of rescue work
were made through the implementation of the ruling that no more
than 1500 persons were allowed to enter Palestine per month, as
from October 1944 from all countries. This is the reason why only
3000 persons entered Palestine from the liberated territories of
Roumanis end Bulgaria during the months of October 1944 - January -1945,
The scheme of 1500 immigrants per month was primarily intended for
the first three months of October — December 1944 but till the
middle of February 1945 no change has been introduced in the mstter.
In view of the cstastrophic position of the Jews in Europe, these
restrictlons cannot be understood but for the probable intention

- of extending the period for the use of the 11,000 immigration

certificates still left according to the White Psper 1939,

To appreclate the actual catastrophe some information is
given below regarding the position of the Jews in the Balkans.

Roumania: About 310,000 Jews live now in Roumania (The former

Jewlsh population in the present territory of Roumania consisted
of 500,000). The actual administration remained almost without
changes and therefore very little can be expected for resl
improvenent of the situation. Sufficlent would be to mention
that the former chief of the Police (Yonescu), who is responsible
for many a crime, 1s 8till in office and that General Carlaou,
military commandant of Jassy at the time of the progroms when no
less than 150,000 Jews were massescred, i1s s8till the military
commandant of this district. The greatest part of the community
is a charge on the very few Jews wno have still some means of
subsistance but these can do very little for their brethren
because they again have been victims of the nazl regime. The
leaders are too busy with political problems to tackle the problems
relsting to Jews. o

It 1is estimated that over 200,000 of the Jews living in
Roumania have no hove of being "absorbed" and the only solution
for these people 1s immigration to Palestine. About 94,000 have
been released from forced labour camps, concentration camps and
from jail, 18,000 have returned back from Transnistria. There
are 3,000 orphans from Transnistria who crave for assistance.
There ere in the country also 20,000 refugees from other countries
mainly Poland and Transylvania, this figure includes 3,000 of the
Bor labour camps.

The Palestine Office at Bucarest has thus far registered
30,000 persons who desire to proceed to Palestine. Registration
had to be stopped as there have been no practical possibilities
of sending even part of these people 1o Palestine. Only 600 have
crossed Turkey since the imposition of the new zmestriction - they
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left Roumanla in November last and were suosequently held in
SBulgaria t1ll the begin:uing of January 1945 - and from then
and till the present day not a single Jew could come out of
Roumania. ’

Bulgaria: The position there ie ¢ omparatively better. There

are about 45,000 Jews in the country. There has been no

physical exterminstion of Jews in Bulgaria profier, but no less
than 3,000 were sent by the former authorities to "unknown
destination" from those parts of Macedonie snd Thracs which had
been annexed by Bulgaria. Nothing has been heard from them since.

The conditions of the Jews now in Bulgarla is deploravle.
They are suffering froam hunger, cold snd lack of clothing.
Despite the many promises, nothing real has been done by the
Government to alleviate their condition. The first batch of
1,000 pairs of shoes, alotted to Bulgarian Jews by the Jewish
Agency after Mr. Ben Gurion's visit there (December 1244) will
reach its destinetlion only in the second half of this month.
A further batch of shoes and clotihing 1s being sent oy the
Joint Distributlon Committee and is expected To reaca Bulgaria
shortly. 3ut tnis 1n 1tself is not sufficient and much more
has to pbe done, and urgently, if we desire to alleviate the 1lot
of the Jews in this country to an appreciaocle extent. Ninety
oercent of the Jewlsh populstion is craving for immigration.
Owlng to tne new restrictions none succeeded in leaving Bulgaris
for the last two montns or so.

: very

Xugoslavig: Of the former Jewlsh population of 80,000 Jews only/
few tnousands heve survived. The estimate given with regard to
tne Jews who still live in this country is cire. 4000 of whom
370 live in Belgrade. Aoout 1,000 form part of General Tito's
forces. A certain number found refuge in Italy and from there
several hundreds found their way %o Palestine. 4Almost all
tnose who remsined in this country desire to proceed to Palestine
and althougn there are no practical possibllities for carrying
out any immigration from this territory, the Jewish Agency,
realizing the anxiety of the people has seen ltself obliged
to apooint a local representative for immigration affairs with
the view to making the preparatory work as soon as conditions
become more favorsble.

While 1t is the declared policy of the Russians not to
intervene in the internal affairs of these countries, neverthe-
less the attitude of the local aubhorities (with the exception
of Poland, where no government recognized by all the Allies is
yet functioning) has not been wery encoursging in sofar as it
concerns emigration. Representatives of the Jewish Agency's
Department of Immigration heve not so far been granted
permission to enter these countries despite the great - efforts
made in the msastter. . .

2




The numoer of pergons procesding to Palestine from these
countries aes 1liu sctual fect peen reduced recently o uauUgLL,
because of the heavy maculnery s regards entry vermits to
Palestine.

*
fne imuedlate task should be to send to the Jews ol these
countries food and clothing; at the same time mesns and ways
should be fouad for allevisting tlhneir lot fundamentally tiwougn
lhelr peing transwvlented to Palesvine where vtney would lezd &
productive life.

SGresce! Cnly 7,000 Greek Jews (includins 300 orphans) have
survived cui of the formerly prosperous community of 20,000.
Very few Jews llve now in Salonica, where the Jevish Community
numoered 50,000 pefore the wer. It i: in Athens that most of
the surviving Jews are concentrated. DMNot a single Jew has yet
peen estenlished in work in ihe whole country and thelr condaiticn
1s desperate. Host of ine Jews there are on the point of
starvation. Tnere ls an imiediate need for food and clotvhing
but the I'irm desire of the few who nave remained is immigraticn
to Palestine. Here too the tendency exisius Dy the local
communiste to obstruct any Jewish emigravion. Because of the
disturbences in Greece, the contact witn tiitls country pecsie
nost difficult,

Hungary: 1s s country which is still in the process of liberation.
The Jews are malnly concentrated in Budapest and tals town has
ogen the target of the greatest bombardments. There were

850,000 Jews in Hungary before. According to recent informatvion
only 120,000 appear to have survived in Budapest and probanly

only a few in the othner parts of the country. As Budapest
suffered most from war activities the position of the Jews there
may obetter be imagined than descriped. It appears, however,

that the lives of no less than 8,000 souls have been saved through
the fact that they had immigration certificates for Palestine

in hend. About 65,000 were saved through the protection given

to them by the Internationsl Red Cross. Only recently, 10,000
Jews were deported to Germany and nothing has besn heard of them
since. The remnante are crying for help.

Never before had Jewry faced a disaster in the present-day
dimensions. All efforts of Jewry should now be centralized to the
rescue of the one man who has remained alive out of every six.

A united effort could grestly contribute toward the allevistion
of the conditlons of the remnant of Israel in Europe. Every day
counts. Relief work should be carriled out in dimensions that
behoves the calamity and without the least delay. Envoys should
be sent by the J.D.C. and other relief organizations to the
various poverty-stricken centers in Europe with the ohly aim of




distrivuting food, clothin. and escentiel needs for the rescue
of Jews who msy yet be rescued. Slmultaneously ceaseless
efforts have to e mede for removing tpe artificiel restrictilons
lmposed on the exodus ol the people winod see thelr only uope

in estaolisning themselves in productive and creetive life

in Palesvine.
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liow, afler the liboration of o number of countries in Hurope
from the Hagi regime, more Lfirst-hend information ig coming regar-
B ) ding tc fute of the Jows in thoe different countries. The informetion
Waich reachics ué generally confimms tie former reports regerding

RO

t.ie oflgorts made for tie exteraination of tihe Jows in Lurope. Avout
Zive nillion Jewg ave been exbterminstod bsy the Germang in the various
ouropean countries during thoe recent yeaxs and it appears thct only
one 1:illion Jews will have survived after +the war, this boing the

108t treacicrous mussacre ever recorded in distory. Through miracled
and thanks to the victorious armies of the Allles, the lives of

these one million Jews have been saved but their condition ig still
most deplorsble. They have no work, no houses, no food. All they

hed is now in the hands of "Aryans" and nothing 18 being returned

to them in spite of the declarations given %o this effect in *he

Sregs, tlrough the radio or otherwise. They ave sti]:l to live imn
most inhumen and uwnseniiary conditionsg - ten, twenlty and thirty
Souls in onc room — a5 treir houses have not been returned %o them;
they have no work because they cannot get back their %ools ond
tiielr shops. Although their personal safety is not veing threatened
they are facing disaster through hunger, disease and deterioration,
Tne only hore they inspire is to enigrate and find for themselves a
new home where they could lead a productive lifer and feel they are
really safe.

Only small portions of the Jewish communities have survived and ’ E
these portions will never be gble to continue their normal life in !
countries wiere most of their brethren have been nasgacred, Outb of
a former Jewish population of three million in Polsnd, it is reported

that only 90,000 have remsined in thet coyntry.
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e saio fale ig shored by Jows in a numyer of othcr countries in

In actual faet, 1ittle 28 been done to rescue these people.
Palestine was almost the only country w:rich contributed,and only
to a small extent, to tio roscue of Jews. 15000 Jews entorcd Iales-
tine during 1944 ond about two-ti:irds of thiecsc were from enemy coun-
tries or fron rceently liberated bterritorics, Lnormous difficulties
save veen encounterod in the way of the rescue work, Lo trens:ortation
facﬁilities were made available for carrying out such vital tasks and,
in addition, it was inccessary to remove all kinds of difficulties re-
garding envry and transit visas. The procedure had been curbersome
cnd 1% was not till dhe oegin. ing of 1944 that it was simdified and
arrongements were umcde for the grant of Palestine visaes in Turkey to
Jewign refugees o suceeded in roaciiing that territory from enemy
countries., But, alas, the arrangements were made too late to tave any
real effect for the rescue of magses, Only o few thousands could bhe-

n

nefit of these faoiliities,

e last blow to the rescue work was—the instruetions issued by
tho “alestine authorities in Deocenber 1944 accord ng to which the
above facilities were to be abolished., The Turkisr Government was offi-
cially informed in Decenber 1944 that the Fformer procedure will be dis-
continued and no visas for rPalestine will,in future, be granted in
Istanbul to refugees from Rurope. Aocorﬁngrto these instructions the
Palestine visas had to be obtained in the country of origin. Further
restrictions on the way of rescue work were made through the implemen-

tation of the ruling that no more than 1500 persons were allowed to

enter Palestine per month, as from October 1944 from all countriess

X
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Tnig is the roason vwhy oniy 3000 persons entercd Falestine from the
liverated territories of Roumnnia and Bulgaris during the months of
Cotover 1944 - Jenuary 1945. The scheme of 1500 immigrants ver month
vias wrinerily intended for the first three months of Ostober -
December 1944 but till the wmiddle of February 1945 no change has
been introduced in the matter. In view of the catastrophie nosition
of the Jews in Lurope, these restrictions cennot be understood but
for tiie . robable intention of extending the perliod for the use of
the 11.00C imuigration certificates still left according to the
Whive Paper 1939.
Do ecoppreciste the actuval catastrophe some information is given
selow regerding tire osition of the Jews in the Balkansa.
¥ Roumsnia: About 310,000 Jews live now in Roumania (The former Jewish
posulation in the pmsent territory of Roumunia consisted of 500.000)
e actusl sdministration remained almost without changes and there-r
fore very 1little can be expected for real improvement of the sgituation.
Sufficient would ve to mention that the former chief of the Police
(Yoneseu), vho is responsible for many a orime, is still in office
and that General Carlaou, military commandant of Jassy at the time
of the progromg when no less than 150,000 Jews wWere massacred, is
still the-military commandant of this distriet. The greabtest part of
the community is a charge on the very few Jews who have still some
means of subsistance but these can do very little for thelr brethren
because they again have been vietims of the nazi regime. The leaders | )
are btoo busy with political problems to tackle the problems relabing
to Jews.,
It is estimated that over 200,000 of the Jews living in Roumanisa

have no hope of deing "absorbed" asnd the only solution for these people ;

is immigration to Palestinae, A‘_Dout 94.000 have been released :t‘rom
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forced labour cauips, concentratlion camps and from jail. 18,000 have
reburned vacik from Transnistria, Therc are 3000 orphans from Trans-
¥ nigtria wio crave for assistence, Therc are in v country also 30,000

refugeces Tron other countries mainly Poland and Transylvenia, this

figure includes 3000 of the Bor labour camns.

e Polestine Uffice at 3ucarest Las thus far registercd 30,000
nersons wWio desire so proceed to -alestine, Rogistration rad Lo be
pped s there :ave been no praotical possibilities of sonding
even yart of these pcople to ralectine. Only 600 have crossed Turkey
gsinee tine imposition of ¥he new restriction ~ tioy left Rownmania in
ioveuber lozt and werc subsequently hold in Bulgaria till the begin-
ning ol Jonuary 1945 - und frow thenand till the oresent day znot a

ginzle vew corld coue out of Rouwmania.

Bulgarias The position tncwre is comparziively better. There arve
agbout 45,000 Jews in tie counbtry. Taere ras been no ;;‘.rixysical exter-
minatién of Jews in 3ulgaria proper, bubt no less than 23,000 were
sent by the former authorities to "unknown destination" from those
parts of lincedonia and Thrace vi:ich had been annexed by Bulgaria.
Fouhing has been neard from them since.

The conditions of the Jews now in Bulgaria is deplorable. They
are suffering from hunger, cold and lack of clothing. Despite the
many promises, nobthing real nas been done by the Government to alleviate
~treir condition. The first bateh of 1000 rairs of shoes, alotled to ' : .
Bulgarian Jews by the Jewish Agency after Mr. Ben Gurion's vigit there i 7
(Decenber 1944) will reach its destination only in the second half of
this month. A further batch of shoes and clothing :Ls being sent by the
Joint Distrivution Com:ittee and is expeoted to reach Bulgé.ria Saorl'bly. .
But this in itself is noet gufficient and fnuch Jiore has to be done,and. {
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urgently, if wo desire to alleviate the lot of the Jews in this country

to an appreciable extent, ilinety vercent of the Jewish populstion is

Mo

craving for immigretion. Owing %o the new restrictions none succceded

in leaving Bulgaria for the last two months or so.
&
Yugoslavia: Of tie former. Jewish populstion of 80.000 Jews only very

few thousands have survived. The estimate given with regard to the
Jows wio otill live in t:is country is cire. 4000 of vhon 370 live in .
Belgrade. About 1000 form part of General Tito's forcem. A certain
nurber found refuge in Italy and from therc several hundreds Tound
tucir way to Yalestine, Almost all tiose Who remained in thig country
desire to proceed to Falesiine and although there are no practical

: vogsivilities for carrying out any imisration from tnis territory,
tiie Jewisn Ageney, realizing tne anxlety of the people,nas seen itself
ooliged to appoint a local renresentative for, imnigrction affairs
with the view to mcking the praparatory work as soon as conditions
vecore norc favourable,

Wnile it is the declared wolicy of the Russisns not to intervene
in the internal affairs of thoese countries, nevertheless the attitude
of the local authorities (with the exception of Polend, where no go-
vernment recognized by all the Allies isvyet functioning) nas not been
very encouraging in sofar as it concerns emigration. Representatives
of the Jewish Agenoy's Department of Immigration have not so far been
granted permission to enter these couvntries despite the great effortr
made in the matter, '

The nuriber of persos proceeding to Palestine from these countries

¥ has in actual foact bDeen reduced recently to naught, becsuse, of the hea~
vy machinery as regards entry permits to Palestine,

The immediate task should be 4o -Send %o the:-Jews of these countrieg -
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food und clotning; o=t tho same timo meonsg end viays should be found
for alleviating their lot fundomentally through their being trans-

planted o relestine where they would loed a yroductive life,

Greege: Only 7000 Groek Jews (including 300 orphans) have survived
out of tirc formerly yprosverous communityyof 90.000. Very few Jewg
live now in Salomnioca, viere the Jewish Comnunity numbered 50,000
before the war. It is in .Athens that most of the surviving Jews are
concentrated. llot o single Jew has yet been esteblished in w rk in
the wnole country and their condition is desperate. iiogt of the Jews
there ere on the point of starvation. There is an immediste nesd for
food and clothing but the firm desire of the fow who have remsined is
lmrdjretion to DTalestine. Here too tac tendenoy exists by the local
comnistAY to obstruct any Jewigh enigration. 3ecause of the distur-

donces in Greece, tie conbact with this country became most difficult,

Hungarz: is a couniry ¥.ich is still in the hrocess of liberation,
“he Jews are nmainly concentrated in Budepest and this town has been
tire target of the greates;bombardments. There were 850.000 Jews in
Zungary before. According to recemt information only 120.000 appear to
have survived in Budsroest and probably only a few in the other parts
of the country, As 3uds;est suffered most from war setivities the po=-
sition of the Jews tncre may better be imagined then deseribed. It
apiears, however, that {the lives of no less than 8060 souls have been
saved t.rough the faet that they had immigration certificates Ffor
Falestine in hand. About 65,000 were saved through the protection
given to them by the International Red Grossg, Only recently, 10.000
Jews were deported to Germany and nothing has been heard of them finee.'

The remmants are crying for help.

Never bofore had Jewry faced s disaster in the inr,esent—d.ay dimen-
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sions. A1l efforts of Jdewry should now be gentralizod to the rescue
M.

of\oio_ men viio has reuained alive out of overy six. A united effort
could greatly contribute towerd the alleviation of the conditions
of tie rorment of Israel in Zurope, dvery day counts. lelief viork
girould oo corried oud in direngions 4fhat benoves the oalemity ond
witieus Yho loast delay, Invoys should be sont by the J.,D.¢, wnd
ouwuer velief organisctions %o the various poverty-stricken centres
in surone withu the only aim of distributing food, clothing and
essential needs for thc rescus of Joews VWiio mey yeb be regscued,
Simmlvaneously cesselogss efforts have to be made ‘or removing the
artificial jrcstrictions imsosed on the exodug of the pcopie viro
gsec their only hoie in establishing themselves in rroductive and

creative life in Falestine,

16,2, 45,

J B,

i
i
i
{
!
:
|
i
s




' bt cacakilinmy & v ERed e by

DEPARTMENT - Y | :
| 7 oF W lNéOléIING > DIVISION OF
. JSTATE TELEGRAM * GOMMUNICATIONS
, t" AND REGCORDS
/
MS~-366 Jerusalem
This telegram must bEe
paraphrased before being Dated October 11, 1944
communicated to anyont .
other than a Government XReetd 5:42 PeM,
anency . @ﬁEBTREG@EDJ -

Secretary of Siate,

Washington,

lﬂ9; October 11, 4 Deum. ,
FOLLOGING LESSAGE FROM JUDLH LLONES, HENE&ETTA;%
8z0LD, CilARLES PZSSMAN FOR JOHN PEHLE, WaR REFUGEE
; BOARD: |
W4s members of Middle Sast advisory Comslittee of
LJIDC, we bhave Ceen in intimate contact with activities
of ¥War Refugee Board in Turkey and Belkens fhrough its
representative Ira Hirschmemn end” two of us hEVEVSpEHt
~ somebime in Turkey at different periods.
we feel de=p obligetion to express our grotitude
and WE are surec gratmtgdz of ‘211 people everywhere for
megnificent efforts rescuing Jews and restoring Jewish
political prestige in Eulgaria and Rumenia.,. The action \
of the United Stateg Government in initi&ting policy of

rescuing persecuted and homeless in midst of =1 1is

historic step in long Lmerican humane tredition and we-
urge fervently that this instituﬁion;now happily estebe

( §ouE activities

D) 1ished be permitbed to contimis
ey u./ls. B i 3 ) )
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-2~ #149, October 11, 4 p.m., from Jerusalem,

and to this end we pmsag that the term end conception
of rescut be interpreted broadly and generously in

accordance with the needs of the thouseands requiring

rescue,!

PINKERTON
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" Copiles to:

Mr. Pehle

Mr. Abrahamson
Mr. Friedman
Mr. Lesser
Miss Hodel
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
Political Department
Jerusalem

P.0B. R
Istanbul, Sept. 30, 1944

Dear Mr, Hirschmann,

With deep regret I have learned, that soon you
intend to leave for the states. : &

During thie past period we have had the opportunity
to work with you in meny important matters in connection
with the fate of the most unfortunate of the Jewlsh
people in occupied Europe.

We recognize the fact that you have had a very deep
human understanding towards our goal, But it is not only
this., In this few lines we would also like to let you lmow
that your friendly co-operation was always welcomed as
extremely helpful,

Your support to our cause was so great and we could
approach you so freely and without ceremonies that you
have proved that still in the hearts of people exisis
the wonderful thing "democracy".

It is really a great souvenir that you have left
among us and you can be assured, that it will be carried
on in our hearts for ever.

Yie hope, that our paths will meet again in the not
too distant future,

Cordially
yours

14
(5igned) G, E. Ueberall
P,D. Representative,
Turkey

Mr, I. Hirschmann,
Istanbul.
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
Immigration Department
Jerusalem
P,0.B, 92

Istanbul, October 2, 1944
Mr, Ira A, Hirschmann
Speclal Attache

Istanbul.

Dear Mr, Hirschmann,

It is with deep regret that we heard of your
return to the U,S.A,

President Roosevelt'!s order for the establishment
of the War Refugee Board, as well as your designation
as hls special delegate here - the place where the
innumerable attempts to save our unhappy people were and
are being made - was of historical importance,

You were one of the main factors and pillars
of these efforts and attempts, The conditionless devotion
to our common goal and the simpliclty with which:-you were
always at our disposal, will never be forgotten,

We wish and hope that your leave~taking from us
does not mean a leave-taking from the work you undertook,
It is a sad work, but also the most important and serious one

. which decides of the life and prosperity of our Nation.

We feel confident that you will be our interpreter
with the U.S,A. Government with regard to the necessity
and directives in the next phase of our work.

We shall continue our efforts during your absence
and you can be sure that it will bs in full cooperation
with Mr, Katzki,

May we, Dear Mr, Hirschmann, ask you to accept
our sincerest thanks and the assurance of our egteem,

With best regards,

Very fruly yours,

(Signed) (81gned) .
7’
4
Dr. Joseph Goldin Mendel Bader

Y
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T frd T. Jebotinsky o
0 Emnrgeney Committes
P to save ths Jowlah Poople of iurope
Y Washington, D, C.

e ~ Lstanbul, cept. 28tn 944
Mr. lra Hirschmann -
var L:fupeo Board
Istanbul

vear Mr, Hirschmann,

1 am happy to announde that ¥r. Josepn Klarmann, who has been
sant by the bmorgency Committoeo to Bulpsrls, has been ablo to deve '
olop a very succassful activity. #As no doubt you have alroady been;
informe , «r. Klarmen as rnceiveﬂ on septembar loth by kr. iymo
Kazasoff, klnisbar of *ronapanda, who handed him a ‘,doclaration in
th2 name of the bulgarian Govsrnment, Tthils declaration which was
relasased to bthoe nress and ovear the raclo on. -zptemboer 22, 1s the
first of its kind contalning both en expression of sympathy with
a Jowish . ltate and the delalls o the practical restitution of"
jewsh rirnts dnd property.

T:1s declaration was ths rssult of a protracted psrlod of
spade work, carris out by tho Emergency Committes in Turksy. It has
far r-aching vr:mults net only for tha fete of the Jows of Bulgaria but
also for that of those ol tho n:iguboring countriea, Thus in the
last faw nays thore ls conslderabls agltatlon in this country for the
rastitution of tre varlix{ L also hop: thet 1t will open s possibi-
lity ivor a similar step of the rumsnian Gogﬂrnmant. A corrgsnondant
of the tmergency C-rmmititse, r. Sraga Rosing hag, I understand, been
rocelivec by tre King but I don't know 1f ho was ‘abls. to use thd
occesion for our purposes for he went to Humenle as & private Jour-
nalist - however Mr. Klerman is plaming  to proceed (o fumanla as
soon as he will havs =3tabllsned tnhe machinery nsc*aoazy for the
practical exploitation of tn: tazasoff dselarrtlon,

I do not hnaw 1r:this netivity oin: be tormed "saving ‘the- Jew=~
ish People of wsurope” - -the Bulgsrilan # end humeniuns claim that,. as
far as they are concsrned the Jewish F:ople has dlready boon saved =
but 1t is certainlya relis{ asctivity ond,'like any manifestation of
the inportancs set by the Jaws;, 1t may have sglutary sffects- 1n the
st111 oecoupad parts of burope. oo o

1 hava therafore the followiny request of the ﬁar Refugee Board.

P authorize me’ 1o finsnce. lr, Klarmens trip. and activitias

" out of funds which my. Committen was permittsd to send. under your

supsrvisiong ™’

Sinceralv yours,

B anotinsky
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CABLE 0 KHLLLY, ~ANKATA, TOR HIRSCHMANY FROE WAR RWPUGHS noinj)
The War Refugee Board concurs in eondrniong indliented
in your 137 of July 20 (VRB ¥o, 100), Your efforts to
coordinste She sctivites of nrivate organizztions are
aroatly amwreciated,

8.
This is Yor Refugoe Board cable No.

e

9400 aome
July 26, 1944

Miss Chauncey (For the Secty),

Abrahemson,- Cohn, DuBois,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, stewart,

Gentral Files; Cable Control ‘Files

'7/éé/44;

._m;-;l.e,dmazi/., _,arksﬂé’

Friedmen, Hodel,
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Secretary of ltate,

Washington,

ECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIUYS)

1322, July 20, 4 p. .
X Pl
FOR Pehle WRBRD FRUM HIRSCHMANN
ﬁ?gzgawggﬁslgg negotiation between thE Jsﬁzgh
Agency and the Vaai/haazalah rEprEscntativ;s rzlativs
to an insistent demand by GP{E;El of the Vaad Haazalah
that a larger rEprEssntatlon of Ag&ggth IsraEl and
Vaad Haazalah refugees in Rumania be includsd in the
contemplated voyages of shipé from Constanza toA
Istanbul, I have advised Grigle that we will fiot
(repeat not) intErposs.any'objectiSnvto his taking
Independent steps to sccﬁ;E shlps to bring from
Constanza to Istanbul’ thE rEfugEEs in Whom hlS ‘organization
is Exclu31v51; 1ntEr€stEd.
A sharp différEncE hQS'gfiSEn and Griffel
threatened to transmit,tslzgrqms and lEthrs to. his
organiégtion in the UhitEa Sgatééfﬁfgfhflj,dsmanding
wide puﬁlicity:for'his'ééntE§Pi§pigf éh:ailtgsd
monopoly of thErJEWiSh Aésnéy ih;fﬁf'mattEf.- tur
Efforts havz bssn dirEctEd towards Effecting a:

compromlsz but thE JEWlSh AgEncy, whlch i EffEct

: controls . i o
L- DECLASSIFIED 2
! Stﬂte Dept Letter, 1- 11 7
SEP 18 1972

By R HV Parks. Date_____..




-2~ #1322, July 20 4 pem. (SECTION. ONE UF TWO SECTIUNS),
from Ankara 5
controls the distribution of certificates to¥Palestine,
limits the issuance of & th certificates for Agudaﬁh
Isracl people to a cuota of six per cent affEr‘priority
has been glven to children, refugees from ot/;r countriss
and young trainces. In as much as the British Embassy
has stated that every szisg,rcfugzs reaching Istanbwl
would bﬁ given a PalEstiﬁg certificate, we could
percieve no grounds for requesting Griffel to rEfraih‘
from taking independent actlon 'in securing shiés.,
Espeeclally was this so aftErth had been informed that
there would be no difficulties placed in the way‘of
his people leaviﬁg Bucharsst and. thaﬁ thE JEWiSh
Agency was dlsinclined to alter: 1ts p051t10n Elthsr
with regard to the quota allotEd for Agudath IsraEl
mEMbErsS Or MOTE EspEcially rEgarding thE allotmEnt of
places on ships for whlch thE JEWlsh AgEncy makEs
arrangements. In thls connEctlon SEE p01nt two bslow.

Ybu arE 1nformEd that thE dlffErEncEs abovs

~statEd haVE beEn composEd by mE and 1n thE connsctlon

I haVE take thE follow1ng positlon as rEprESEntatlvz

of the WRBRD:
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- CABLES: “JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK . v . TELEPHONE: LExington 26200 .
- P . b
THE AMERICAN JEWISH

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, Inc.
270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

PAUL BAERWALD, Choirman B . Vice-Chairmen I. EDW/IN' GOLDWASSER, Tredsurer
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Choirman " GEORGE BACKER ISAAC H. LEVY . ALEXANDER A, LANDESCO, Treasuror
. 8ERG, Chairman, Board of Direch JAMES H. BECKER WILLIAM ROSENWALD ) N
JAMES N, ROSEN « Chaitmon, Board of Directors 1. EDWIN GOLDWASSER WILLIAM J, SHRODEK EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Assistant Treasurer
ALFRED JARETZKI, JR, M. C. SLOSS MRS, H. B, L. GOLDSTEIN, Comptroller
ALBERT “'s “i‘;’:é:;"vc"“’c";‘""' N"'I’:""’ C,"Z""' y ALEXANDER KAHN JONAH B. WisE ISIDOR COONS, Director of Fund Raising
FRANK L. SUL . Vice-Chairman, National Counci Europeon Execulive Council
MOSES A, LEAVHT, S 1
_—_— BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ : . ecretary
JOSEPH C. HYMAN, Executive Vice-Chairnan Honorary Chaitmon Chairmon LOUIS H, SOBEL, Assisfant Secrefary

Jady 13, 1044,

to your atteation a letter from Mr. Leo Gallin, Txecutive
isht Yelfere Fund of Ims Angeles. It réads as follows:

£ 1 slould Yying
of T United J

"4 nuaber of our contributors hiave crlled us. sbout a wire
rgeney Comieittee to Seve thr Jews of Tuvome!, which is 2,
$207,000 for z project in cosnecction wit alleged réscue sctivities.in

nLim n'Z.

W11) vou nlerse ~ush to us a1l available informafion on this and nther nrojects
of the Committes, some of . ers snolke of negotintiony with JDC nre-
ceding this drive which they olding. I am perticularly interested

in official —ecords on ithe entive: subject.! : SR

I “ave sent e, Gallin our exchenge of ‘covrespondence with the Tuergency Comnittiae.:
e do not ‘mow vhether the Tm ney Committee peonle in Turkey have Zone'over Hheir
“rojéct with My Resnik and Hr. Hirschmann, since. sye have had no further word on
this. : T :

Sincersly| yours

e e Y

RS
Josevh. (.. Hyman -
Txecutivde Vigce=Chairman

JCHah
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CABLES: "JOINTDISCO™ NEW YORK ) . TELEPHONE: LExington 2-5200

o«
v -
JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, Inc.
) 270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 15, N, Y,
& .
% - ‘ -
PAUL BAERWALD, Chairmon Vice-Choirmon - 1. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treasurer
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman GEORGE BACKER . ISAAC H, LEVY ALEXANDER A. LANDESCO, Treasurer
JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Boord of Directors :Mé‘ggw": BGE(E’:LK;@ASSER wtt:m ff’::;‘g&? EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Assistant Treasurer.
ERT “EBERMAN“—U‘ Navonal Council ALFRED JARETZKI, JR. M. C. SLOSS ) MRS, H. B. L. GOLDSTEIN, Complroflor
. . i . it i %
BE ~rarman. Nafonal Gounctl ALEXANDER KAHN JONAH B. WISE % ISIDOR COONS, Director of Fund Reising
FRANK L. SULZSERGER, Vice-Chairman, Nationol Council . .
Evropean Executiva Council MOSES A. LEAVIIT, Secrefory
_— BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARIZ h ) ' :
JOSEPH C. HYMAN, Executive Vice Chairian Honarary Chairman Choirman LOVIS H, SOBEL, Assistant Secrelary

July 6th, 1944,

¥r. John W, Pehle, Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,
Weshingten 25, D. C.
Dear John:
In accordance with cur talk yesterday, I am enclosing
herswith copies of correspondence exchanged between the Emergency

Comnittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, Iuc, and the Joint

Distribvtion Committee.

M. A, Leavitt
Secretary

NAL s;mh
- enelsy,




Dot
-~ i "
WASHINGLON / -
c EMBRGENCY COWnITTEE TO SAVE TH& JEWISH PEOPLE O BURGEE - ' /
V] !
P 2317 16th Street, N.K. / e
¥
o JWS 1944,

Mr. Joseph C. Hyman, Vice-Chairman

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

270 Madison Avenue ! %
New York, N.Y. :

iy dear hr. Hyman:

In accordance with our arrangement, I &m sending you a resumé of the various

points we discussed during our conversation, attended by yourself and Mr. Leavitt
for the Joint Distribution Committee end my associates, Peter H. Bergson, Gabriel
Viechsler, and myself. I want to tuke this occasion, as well, to express my ap-
preciation of the cordial and candid spirit with which you and Mr. Leavitt discussed
the various problems we considered. I believe we reached & very basic and sym-
pathetic understanding of the purposes and programs of our -organizations in relation
to the tremendous problem we are seeking to solve.

The chief object of our conversation was to find a means of co-operation whereby
the Joint Distribution Committee would find it possible to &llocate part of the
necessary funds for getting large numbers of Hebrew refugees out of the Balkan
countries in connection with the plans formulated by Mr. Eri Jabotinsky, our re~
présentative in Turkey. The specific project presented for your consideration
involved a sum of two hundred thousand dollars and is the first of a number of
large scale efiorts to remove Hebrew people from the daenger zone end to take them
to places of refuge.

In the course of our discussion you made it- clear thet the principles on which
you exre operating are as follows:

1. As an American organization, you feel .compelled.to”work. through the:
officisl channels of the War Refugee Board and the Americsn Ambassedor ‘in Turkey
and are therefore limiting your financial support only .to those prOJects that are
authorized by the War Refugee Board.

2. Since your funds are limited, you cannot guarentee the suppori of-
-all the projects aspproved by the War Refugee Board,. but-will allocate such ‘funds
as your budget permits to those that you regard as most practlcal and effectlve.
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1944,

reanizations
1ls purely on
aged in earrying

. S - P . - 2
gating po. Inviaicus Gistinetions betveen the vario

fjclg:lﬂ Eﬁﬁc&tind these funee, juaging the vao

its gna not on tiie basis of the organ

ernhesized the fuct thut csriain o tions in Tarkey co
Ver sefugee Boved but, by thelr very nature, csmiot be
cucy of the vur Hefugee Bowvc. Lo fecl thut it ig nec-
2, ant the octivities of the Bosrc by underteking these
tions. your ctiention o ths fact thet, before the war,
ticns, under the direction of Mr. Jabolinsky snd other Palestinians

rafora

gimilar
vho are now members of our organization achieved greal success ard were responsible
for the immigration into Pulsstine of wore then thirty thousand Hebrews from kast
Europesn countries. This work, © out, was performed with tne practicsl
cooperstion of the Polish, Ruwiuni:in, and Caechoslovakien Uoveraments, and rsceived
gist nce of Turkish =ano Ureek Governments. Ge stress tas fect tnat thne. chan-
e develojee in carrging out tiis work cun now be utilized cgsin by our revre-

e note with regret tist your bucget Tor thase activities is limited aud tiat-the
funds e believe the Joint Distripution Commitiee should allocsts for the orojscts

en may not be aveilsbls. But ve urge upon you further consideraticn

s and we trust tiat you will instruct your revresentatives in:Turkey
ible mammer with ¥r. Jabotinsiky so that our combined efforts

we h:ve undert
of our propos
to cooperzte in every poss
y cchleve the maximum results.

ially yours,

gignéd Johan J. .ba
ecutive “Vice=Chairman
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June 15, 1944

Dr. Johan J. fmertenko, Executive«Vice—Ch&irman,

Energeacy Coumitte: to Suve the Jevis, Peoule of Europe,
17 ~ 15th vireet, NV, .

Vashinrton, D.C. ' %

vy cear [r, Smertenko:

Ye wish to acknowledpe recelpt of your letter of June 8th in which you summarize various
points of the discussion at = meeting at which were present Np. Berpgson, Vr. Vechsler, r,
Leavitt and myself, .

You rsfer in your letter to specific progrems of rescue and a concrete project involving
the sum of {200,000. WNeither Wr. Leavitt nor I has any recollectinn of any diseusgisn with
respact to a concrete sroject. The problems, as outlined primarily by Mr. Bergson, -related
to the-general principls of securing financial aid for projects to be initiated by your
Committee, and there was no reference to any immediate, concrete plan, : D

There is another matter thet T would like to make clear. Weither Mr. Leavitt nor I indi-
cated that the vor® of the JDC vas carried out directly through the agency of tné Var
Refuree Eoard. Let me give you our position as we tried to make it clear to you and to
your associates: :

JDC is prepared at any tiue to consider concrete proposals purely on ‘their merits and

not solely on the basis of whether one organization or another may be engaged in the execu~-
tion of any such slans. The specific proposals, however, would have to be considered by -

the representatives of the War Refugee Bosrd ang by our ovn representztive in-Turkesy, examined
as to their feasibility and practicability, and upon the recommnendation of the Var Refugee
Board and our own representative, we would be ready to, give consideration to our finencial
participation in such project or projects. ¥hile there was a good- deal of discussion, our
position is to-be reparded as set forth in'the present communicetion to you,

Sincerely yours,

. Joseph O, Hyman-
CHimh Executive Vice-Chairman
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Kre doseph G Hyman - . e 36, 1964

204 be offioially suthorised by the Noard, it was known to axd approved

Wy ¥r. Pehle. My 1 aleo pefnd cut that onss belere & aiullay projess,
Juvelviag the 8.8, Sakeris, wdertaken by M, Jabstinsky wae twmed down
by e Jolnk Ristribution Comittes an fmprastion] and ihat despite this
laek. of support Mr. Jahotinaky whe #ble t» tronspory 2,400 Jaws ¢o
Palestine in the esme sg»o»_.t.w; ey ¥ )

#a Lexvently hepe that we eam atdll gain your sooperation in
this spapifie jostanse as well as A% bther undertakings, duk this aceperation
wiat be aedd on the widerstanding that we plan 0 wes every pessible means
Yo expand ressue activities, aiding e My Refuges Boavd whersver we oan
and supplemsnting »mu, astivities wionaver wo £ind ¥he means $o do so.

o Stuserely yours,

(s58)  JabAn 3+ dmertesks
Rasantive Vies-Chatrmn




June 30, 1944

Prof. J. J. Sworbenke, Executive Vice~Chalrman

Emergonoy Comalttes to Save the Jewish Paople
of EBurope, Ince

25 vast 4hth Strest

Rew York 18, NH. Y.

‘?'My dear Jr, Smertenkor

1 have for acimowledgement your letter of June 26th with roferenns %o
a project wnlch you atate was the subject of Alscuasion hetwesn us at
our meobing on Tuesday, June Gth. Tou udvise that this projoot was
proposed to you by Mr. Hri Jabotinsky and relatod to the rescus of sov=
eral thousand Juva. i )

Neither lr. Leavitt nor I reoall eny reference to tinls or-to any other
spacific project, ner do we reeall that this project wag atated to have
boen disousaod with our ropresentative, Mr. Remik, in Turkey. e still
do not Imow exactly what this plan conelsts of; and we have had no word
fyom Nre Roanik on the matter. In the msantiiw ix the light of your
lettor, we hove commnicated with Hr. Pahle of the War jeftges Board who
‘advises us that he knows of no such projeot asthat describsd by you, nor
has he approved of any such soheme submitied by Hra Jabotinslye. :

Cur positlon is precisely the samws as indicatod %o you in our letter of
June 15th, and requires no restatement, :

ginocerely yours,

JOBBPK Gy Hyman e
Exe‘m_xuw s Vice=Chairman

Jcihds




EMERGENCY COMMITTEE To Save The Jewish People of Europe, Inc.
25 We 46th Ste, New York 19, N« Y.

&
¥
July &, 1944
Mr. Joseph C. Hyman
Exeoutive Vice-Chairman £
Joint Distribution Committee '
270 Madison Avenue
- New York 16, Ne Y.
My dear Mr. Hymans
It would be futile te prolong the debate as to whether you_ds or do not recall
our disoussion of the project propesed by Mr. Jabotinsky. What matters is that
we should like to have your oonsideration of this prejeot, and I am therefore
setting it down as simply as possible.
Eri Jabotinsky, now in Turkey with the approval of the War Refugee
Board and the State Department, has reported to us that it is possible
to take certain measures whioh will result in the immediate rescue
of several thousand Jews in the Balkan ocountries. He estimates that
§ the cost of the specific projeot he has under consideration-will be

about $200,000 and he asks us to provide him with these funds.

Mr. Jabotinsky has a recerd of accomplishment in the evacuation and
transportation of Jews from Europe. He was in charge of similar,
aotivities before the war, and even after the war was able to take
about 2,500 Jews out of Eastern Europe and transport them to Palestine.
This was done by chartering & Turkish ship, the S.S. Bakaria, gotting
her to a Rumanian pert, and obtaining the necessary clearances %o
enable her to reach Palestine. -

Now Mr. Jabotinsky has been able to re-establish his previous contaots
and to ascertain that, with due consideration of the difficulties and
- uncertainties of the present situation, his efforts- in this partioular
cage will be successful. Knowing Mr. Jabotinsky's character and
acoomplishments, we are confident that his conclusions are tantamount
4o assurances that the plan is practiocal and feasible. ~ In view of
these faocts, we appeal ta you to provide part of the necessary funds
for putting this projeot.into:operations -

These are the bare essentials of our proposal, and I am certain that you will find
Mr. Pehle wholly in accord with the idea that Mr. :Jabotinsky ‘be .given every g
facility for expanding and. carrying out resoue-operations. < That was the purpose
of his trip to Turkey, May I point out that while complete: suocess oanned be-
guaranteed by anyone before.the project is undertaken, the sum of-$200,000 re-
~'quested will be needed only if the project is successful ? The 'sum invelved in
the -preliminary work is small -and -wholly insignificant "in view of the :expested
results. - Certainly, a few thousand-dollars ought not. to stand “in the way of ~under-
taking an operation which may result-in the saving ef ‘sovera)-thousand lives:

o LR - F
“Sinocersly-yours,

(sgd) Johan;J1;Smertenko;:ﬁxeoﬁpi§g,Vioé-chqirmgﬁ;




July 7, 1944

Dre J» Js Suertonko, BExeoutive Vise-Chairman
BEmergency Committoe to Save the Jewish Poople
of Burope
i 26 Veat 48th utrwat .
New York City

¥y dear Dr.~'Smesf§pnkox

1 have for aolknowledgment your letter of July 3rd, in which you advise
thet the projsct submitited to you by Mr. Lri Jabotinsky requires
$200,000 in order to roscus several thousand Jews. In the absenge of
R any further information, the mere applioation for §20C,000 does not
soem to us to constitute a project on vwhioh we onn pass at this ends

Dre Joseph Js Sohwarte, our . European direotor, is at present in Turkey,
and we are agking him to report to us on his discussion with Mr. Eri
Jabotinsky with respeot to any speoific plans or programs regarding

this $200,000 request. We ars also asking the Vay Refuges Board to
gommunicats with their representative in Twrkey, Mre. Ira 8. Hirschmann,
on thie matter. ’

Sinoersly yours,

Joucph Ce Byman
-Exesoutive Vice=Cheirman

JCHRP
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2Py
FROM: Ameriaan Consulat:'e"%eri'e'ra‘l, Istanbul B
TO: : Saeretury of SW?Q IW?SM“_&&OX}A.

LTy July 6, 1944
$ {UNBER? 55 5

I'ollowing message 1s for Leavitt WRB, from Joseph

s

Sehwartz. _ *
/Your cable Wwag received by Reanik and he will give
. Hirschmunn full cooperation. At the present time efforte:
are belng made to coor‘ﬁinabe the various agénoies' activities,
The mbossador and Mrechmann met to disouss this'subject.
Full information as to progress made will be Torwarded to

o
YOU..&,,

BERRY, R o
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JUL 12 1999
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Dear My, Leavitt:

The following confidentinl mensage for you
Trom My, Josenh Schwartyz was received from the american
Consulate Genarsl, Istenbul, uwnder date of July 6, 1944;

"Your cable was received by Fesnik and he will
&ive dirschmonp f£ull cooneretion, At the present
time efforts are being rade to coordinate the- various
agencies' activities, e Ambassador and Hirschirann
mat to discuss thig subject. Full infermotion ag to
broaress made will bo forwarded to you," :

Very truly yours,

(&5 mmady 3.9, Pahle

Jd, Y%, Pehle )
Executive Virector

Hr, Hoses 4, Leavitt,

“ecretary, )

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committas,

270 Madigon Avenye,

Hew York 16, Hew York,
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paraphraged before being Dated July 35, 1944
communicated to anyone

%
other than a Govermilent Rec'd 4:59 p,m.. 6th., /Md
RESIRICEED

Agency. (
‘Eb( DEPRRTHERT OF STATE
X Secretary or State, !
JULY 1944
Washington, |
DIVISION OF f
! 7 COMMUNICATIONS & RECORDS !

£017, July 5, 2 p.m,

FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM HIRSCHMANN, ANKARA
NUMBER 86,

For your information a luncheon conference was
arranged at the invitation of Ambassador Steinhardst

“on July 2 to consider and coordinate plans for the

expansion of the work of rescuing refugees from the
Balkans, Among those present:were Ambaseador Laurence
4, Steinhardt, Counselor Robert F; Keliey, Ira A,"
_Hirschmann special representatlve of the War Refugee
Board, and his assistant Herbert Ketzki; andgthe
following representatives of organizations5ehgaged

in refegee rescue WOrk' Joseph: Sclwartz and: Reuben
Resnik, American Joint Distrlbution Commlttee- Dr,
Judah Magnes and Harry Viteles, Middle East Advisory
Committee of: the. American J01nt Distrlbution Committee-
Chaim Barlas,,Jewish Agency, Jacob Griffell Agudath

Israel,
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-2- #2017, July 5, 2 p..., from Ankara,

Israel; Vaad Haazalah, and other orthodox groups;
Zevgehind, Histadriith; end David Schweltzer, ‘Hicem,
= : It was agreed among the organlzatioee that over-
lapping and duplication of effort noe‘exists and that
greater results will be obtalned by coofdinated efforts,
Ambassador Steinhardt pointed out the .unfavorable re-
action he had received from Turkish_high officiale "
to counteract confusion resulting from numerous indi-
vidual organizations approaching these officials fre—
quently with similar or conflicting projecfs; also
the difficulties placed in the path of the repﬁesenﬁe-
tives of the United States Governmentrin'dealingf
effectively with the Tufkish Goverhmeefdae a reedlt
- of these conflicts. 7 ‘ R
An agreement was reached to form an over-all
coordinating committee 1nclud1ng erl effective agen01es,
now represented’ in Turkey.' The commlttee 15 ‘to be
directed by Ira Hirschmann, War Refugee Board repre—'lfi
S sentative and his assistant Herbert Katzki 7
‘ It was understood that® all efforts of indlvidual
organlzations, especially those related to charterlng of;'

ships, would ‘be pooled into a 51ng1e coordinated effort

in which all effective agencies w0uld be afforded an’ e

'opportunity to: partieipat ;f

‘We''are “sure " -




-

o ;

-3~ #2017, July 5, 2 p.m., from Ankara,

We are sure that you will take advantage of
Ambassador Steinhardt's 1mminentir;etum to Washingtoh
~ to learn from him at first hand and in detall the
' cureent situation existing in Turkey with regard to
the refugee movement, . '
When the . above mentioned commlttee .is formed
in Istanbul and operating, we willykeep you -informed

of its program and developments,

; B - KELLEY
JIM:EEC
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CORRECTION %
BE . Jul 4 '
perephcacis nefors bosng | DEPWTHENT O S1
other than & Geveryoacar | JULO 1894
agency. conn w&m&m
In cable from Ankara 2017, July 5,2 p.m,
F‘OR WAR REFUGEE B()ARD
Delete serial number "2017" inéert w21,
DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND_ RECORbS
; .
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D-EPARTMENT OUTGOING
ililsﬁ;ributm of tyus | & LEGRAM . g

reading oply by special Paltlo
arrvangemento (~~W) Mol UF s ME e ..

o

DlVlSION OFR
17 ‘w.”J
AMEMBABSY, oommt ’w&%
ARKARS v“”"
'?gg’ )golkw&mgg for Jtoinhardd Ao WAB eable 83 and rofore
to Ankagra's 901 of Jume 1. .
Obrovvatiens of Fopoign Office Eseretary Genorsl secm
vholly retionsl. Stwongiy folt by Board that the bagie
task of x-‘a‘mmmﬁ sha larzost poseible mumbers of wafvgaes
in onemy territory must not (ropoet not) in any way be
# :,; Anterfersd -vrim by ditforsnces of epinion ba'swsn private
remga& organigzations. The eocordinstion and suparvision
by the Egbasey and Hirschwenn of all rescus activities in
7 Turkey towarde ageurones that mgeh pr&va?.e refuges organiza-
* tion mpkes A%s most effeebtive oontribution %0’ thc ovex‘all
oo program, the avoiding of uancsssgary wpueation of aotiuties,
2% subown, wAll prove poscible we eamemsly hopt. Thoe maem«-

mné&timﬂ of the Rubasgy and Hiroehoein will guids rm Boaa\ﬁ

; i
YR MUV IKS - . K& o osfon RS
. ) DECLASSIFIED : B

) Etate Dept Letter, -1-11-72

/1' By R. H Parks Date_S_E_LJ- 8 1972
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CARLE TO ANDASSADOR SYEINEARDY, ‘ANEARA, TURKEY, FEOM THB WAR REFUGHN BOARD

Pleage rofor to your No, 993 of June urn.j"

Suggestion of the Scoretary General of the F¥orolga Office appears
entirely reasonadblo, . '

The Board fesls stréngly that differences of opinion betwaen prfnh
refugees erganisstions must not (repeat not) in any way interfere with the
basic task of resoulng the 1argess poasible numbers of refugoes in enomy
torritory. It is our earnest hope that the Imbasey and Mr, Hirsohsann will

be able to coordinate and supervise all rescuo activities in Turkey to the "

axtent nesessary to assure that‘cach private refugee organisation makes the

moat effective contribution to the overall program, ﬁqiMng unnecensary
duplieation of astivity, ete. Accordingly, $he Joard will be guided by the
Fecomssifations of the Eabassy and Nr, Hirechmaun,

This is Var Refuges Roard Oable o Ankara ¥o,_ 53 .

June 13, 1944
2:10 p.m.

iliss Chauncey {for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, ‘Gohnjy -DiBoisy: Friedian, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, hann, Stewart; Central Files;  Cable Control Files’ '

mmko 8B e SRS




THE*UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON
Tt

June 12, 1944

Dear John:

I enclose herewith a copy of a memorandum
vritten to me relative to Steinhardi's cable 991
of June 1 vhich impresses me as making a very
sound point. I thought you would like to have
the memorandum for your consideration, and, if
Nr. Hirschman has not already been instructed
along the lines thereof, that you ma} wish to
cable him in this general tenor.

% . With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Mr. John W. Pehle,
Viar Refugee Board, L
Executive 0ffice of the President.
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(COPY: D)
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June 7, 1944

To: U - Mr. Stettinius .

From: NEA - Mr. Murruy

N I believe that Ankuarats 991, June 1, 5 p.m. from Ambussudor
Steinhardt to the War Refugee Board merits careful attontion.
The Secretary General of the Turkish Foreign Office culled in
fmbassador Steinhardt and complained that there hud been an
influx of individuals representing various Jewish organizations
and that there was apparently no colluborution between them.
These individuals, without informing themselves &s to what had
been accomplished already; proceeded independently to approach
the Turkish authorities with verious suggestions. They seemed
bent on "outstripping their rivals" and did not hesitate to
resort to devious and illegul means to accomplish their purpose.

After emphasizing the desire of the Turkish Government to
¥ cooperate to the limit of its ability, the Secretury General sug—
gested that the purpose of the War Refugee Bowrd could best be
accomplished by centralizing all future requests of the Turkish
Government through a representative approved by the Embassy: The §
Secretary General said the Foreign Office would not receive =
multitude of other individuals. Anbassador Steinhardt had no
alternative but to agree that in the future a1l requests of the
Turkish Foreign Office should be made by Mr. Hirschmann, or in-- - .____
~ his absence by an officer of the Embassy . ’

¥hen you next see Mr. Pehle, you may wish to point out to
him that it would be desirable for ‘the War Refugee’ Board to
emphasize to all the interested Jewish agencies the fact that
Hirschmann and/or the Embassy is: the WRB spokesman- and ‘that it -
would be most unfortunate for individuals or private agencies in B
Turkey to step out of.this framewerk: Unless o disciplined -~ 3
front is presented to the Turks, ‘the aims of the War Refugee ‘Board -
will suffer. -

| Wéllece Murray -

NE:GLIones: M9 NEA
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for the Sec'y) Abrahiamson, A’E,zin,:Bengih,.thﬁ;, Dulois, -
ton,  Hedel ; Langhlin, Lesser, Luxford; Mann, Mannon, Marks,

‘Hisw Chaune
Friedman, Ga

heCormeck; Pahle
Filea.” - ’

‘Bargoy, :Budth, "Standish; Sftm;a’rt,&Wéihs:i}éin » Mo Da ',"?hi‘ce’f,;
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VARATRASE OF THELEGRAM g y y
FRO.: Americen Zubeesy, Aniors Q;

TO: Secretsry of Statg, “ashington
DAT-D: June &, 1G%8¢ ¥ ]

You are acted to iunform the Unlon of Orthodox Rebbls
of the UBa and (eneds, ARsbbles ¥. L. Silver, Ierael Rosenberg,
Vepdnatrain bunergency Commliiee, Rsdble Abrahism Kalmenowitrz,
Arcn Yotler, ¥ecpudas Israsel VWorld Organizstlon, and Jacob
Roseniieim 1o sasver to thelr cable vhleh I received today
that Llit a“ditlon %o ereriing my own efforte on bhenslf of

-~ 4

the Jerieh victime »f dNarl mersecuticn, I have neen
rendering &néd w1ll eontiaue to render svery voesible ald

- . -~
to sesre. Yaatner, Klarner end Grifel ond that 1T le

0}

asrsuaed that my continuilap «fforts ere knovn to them.

STEINHARDT

g - V'}Q\

DCR:VAG:HL

6/10/44

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letler, 1-11-72

By R. 1. Pm;kstntes_E,u8 1972
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Attention: Rabbis Abraham Kalmanowitaz
and Aron Kotler.

Guiitlonens

Ambagsador Stelnhardt has requested tnab
in response to your recert cable you be adviged tlat
in addition to exerting nis own efforts on vehalif
of tiie Jewish victime of Nazi persecution, nhe has
beer: rendering and will continue to render every
possible aid to iessru. Kastner, flarner and Grifel
aiti that it i3 assumed that hie continuing efforts
are knownt Lo them.

Very truly yours,

R J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

e Vaed Yahatzala Emergency Committes,
132 liassau Sireet,
New York, New York,

i
| -
Qb/ — FH:lab 6/13/44 ] - i
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Bi*7ing o toe 1iwited number of veeeele sveilehla withnout

lnereseing the number of veseels,
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Jun 3 194

Dear Dr. GQoldmanng %

The following confidentisl message for you from ¥r. Barlas
was received through the American Fmbassy, fnkara, under date of
¥ay 10, 1944:

"It is my understanding that without my knowledge or that of
the Ambassadér, Griffel, Kastner and Klarmann sent a cable to
the Vaadhahatgala Emergency Committes of 132 Kassau Straet,
Hlew York City, in which they requested that $200,000 in Swias
currency be placad at their disposal at onca, oclaiming that
in the last five weeks they have suceessfully arranged for
the ses transportation of about 1000 persons and that it
would be possible for them to enlarge the movement with the
money which they requested.

"ou are informed that the movement they referred to was arranged
4 solely by the Jewlsh Agency with the active assistance of the
Ambassador,

"The persons sending the cable have taken no part in arranging
for this movement and no funds are required by them. HNoreover
it 1s indiceted by their cable that they are not familiar

with the secret arrangements, of which you have baen informed,
that the Ambassador made with the Qovernor of Turkey, to allow,
on a restricted basis, a continued illegal movement.

"My work will be undermined, I will be in trouble with the Turks
and chaeos will result if funds for rescue work are sent from
America to enyone who asks for money. It is urgently reconmended
by me that unless requested by the Arbaseador, s represaentative
of the WRB, of the JIC, or myself, no funda for resciue work be
sent to Turkey from the United Statas.*

Very truly yours,

TabTe

J. ¥W. Pehle

Executive Director
Dr. Hahum Goldmann,

Arerican Zionist Emergency Council,
342 Kadison Avenue,

F}R’g{agoﬁa}zz Hew York, < —

i
|
|
i
|
i




VARAVHRASH OF DETHORAS 1ECEIVED B .
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1 : CFRus hnerican Fnbnesy, Aniare ” : ) AR
90 veeretary of State..hashingtbu '
faxidy 3y 10y 1944

i dhy 848
X

Foil@wing s for wiii'e atteation,

it La requeshed by ﬁn;i;;of the Jewlsh Agency that there be

transaitted Lo Ory Nohwa dolamann of the “ionist

Snergency vouncll the
following aeysugel

it is ay understanding that without my wnowlsdge or that of the
= . . .
Anbagsacor, urixfel, Lastuer and flarmenn sent o cable o tihe
P ® .' . ) : . N B
Vaacushatzals duelgency Uommittee of L72 iassnu strest, few Yori uity,

- v
in  hich uhey recussted that )QJ, QU in.dwiss curr ney he. D]ﬂced &t

7 - their dis.osal &t once, ciaimiu that in the last five weews thF, .ave
i ) guecceasitlly arrangei for tae sea treuswort;tlon of abouﬁ 1080 narvssns

auws thtiit eoulc be possible Yor them to enloyes the aovemezat with the

money wnich they raquested,

fouw acs inforTQd that the sovenent they refsrred‘to wa s &rranged

éole‘y by txe Jewieh Ageﬂcy with the "ctive usyistanc‘ of tap Aoz

the oz T SONS sending the cable have *"en a0 ncrt in Plfmﬁrln for

o

h15730V&mEﬁt dnd no fanis ure,required'by them. ﬁcreovér i¢.is indicatéd
b; tuelr ugbjs that they are not familiar‘with thérseérét'érrangemeﬁts.-

- of whlch ,0u ‘naye heen’ inforwnd, that the Ambussador ma« with ths
'éoﬁernof of Turxey. to allov. an 2 rest:;cted'basis; a;continpei

i1leeal




illegd ilovement,

‘ Ly work will e
cheos will vasult if
who @8xe for uaney,
by the Aab&usudor 2,

funds for rascue wory

LR a0

unternined, 1 will be in trouble with the Turte and
Mgds for rescue VATl Ave sent from tmeries to anyone

It s 'vutl: r°aom1ended b, me. that uqle%s TP’léﬁted

TENT R trtlve of the Wi, q; LnL Jut, - or.

be,v it o Turtvey fTPu tue United otatec.

LR SHIEN I

51548,




- WOBLD JEWISH CONGRESS

: CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - +*+- CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N, V.

LONDON
R . 85 New Cavendish St., W 1 E SN
& . ) ’
i GENEVA
- 37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES A
Corrientes 2024.9¢ '

JERUSALEM _ June 1.
Vaad Leumi, P, 0, B, 471 . e 19}4[1
MONTREAL '

1121 St. Catherine St, W In reply refor

MEXICO CITY - to No, 72
Sonora 174.4

..CapLeg: Congness, Now Yonk
TureriloNe; LONGacre 52600

Mr. lawrence S. lesser
War Refuges Board
Treasury Bullding -
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Lesser:

Referring to my yesterday!s _le'bber‘oon'baining the
toxt of the cable from Mr. Bar 8 received on May 23rq
by Dre Goldma » and to the conversation we had today

B over the phone, I would be extremely obliged %o you
for letting me have the nessage previously addressed
by Mr. Barlas to Dr. Goldmann, and which isin your
bosgesgion,. . : s )

» T need this text for dir negotiations with the
Vaad Hahatzalah, - ) T

Sincerely yours; . - ... - e

: -
/Dre Ay Leon Eubowitzki

AIK:bg Head, Rescue Depar'l;nep'b
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R EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
I _ W AR REFUGEE BOARD
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE

Mr. Pehl : )
7o Mr. Pehle X June’ 2, 1944

mom L. S. Lesser

You will recall Griffel's request for —200 000 from the Vaad
Hahatzala for rescue work. : The £01lowing is a cnb1= that the WIC ™
received from Barlas:

12420 REFERRING CABT.E MAY 10 TRANSWITTED THROUGH "AVENI
STOP GLAD INFORM YOU AFTER- CONVERSATION WITH GRIFFEL
KLORMAN THAT THEY ACTED BOMAFIDE BUT WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE
ARRANGEMENT ACCORDING TO WHICH THEIR ACTION UNNECESSARY
STOP MATTER THUS SLFLLED AVOIDI‘\IG FUTURE CONFUS ION" .

At approximetely the same tlmo, the Vaad Hah'mbzala recewed
the following cabls from Griffel: Lo

"CABLE BARLAS FROM ANKARA TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR BU(‘HIM :
COLDMAN AGAINST OUR PROPOSAL SENT YOU PROVOKEDw SUNDAYS JENISH
AGENCY VAAD HAMATZALA MEETING GENERAL: OPPOSITION - STOP v

MIS (THIS ?) CABLE TISSUED BECAUSE WAS COMPLETELY UNINFORMED

RE¥ OUR AGREZMENT WITH CON IPEI‘F‘]T FACTORS  WHO ARE ENTRUSTED BY
COMPETENT - INSTITUTIONS THIS RESCUE YIORK AND ACTED IT TILL. -~
NOW STOP BARLAS REGRETED AND DECLARED. HAVING RECTIFIED CABLE
THUS WE ACTED BONAFIDES . STOP WE REMARK:IN:MERITORIOUS RESPECT
ACTUALLY OPINIONS DIFFERENCES BETWEEZN. BARLAS HIS COLLEAGUES
BECAUSE BARTAS ATTITUDE FINANCIAL WMEANS ONLY POSSIBLE JEWISH -
AGENCYS CEANNEL STOP. - ALL PRECEDED RESCUEWAYS EXCEPTED .= - -
PROPOSED VALUELESS STOP YOUR FIRST AMOUNT. OTOMANBANK UNTOUCHED
WILL -USE ONLY ¥FFECTIF RESCUE WORK - _STOP- RBPLA’T‘.LHG PROPOSAL
PLEASE WIRE DECISION": .

T have asked that Megsrs. Koalmanow ;t,; anu K\,J“O‘\‘.ltdkl s.Lt down
and work oub & joint nesssge. to both Barlaa and. Criffel.” hls the:"
hove sgreed to do. L
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TAI‘/RU TY2L5 BEYOGLY. 11.8 17 2115

VAAD HAHATZALA EI/IERGENCY COI/HVII’I'TEE 152 NASSAU STRELT = NEW YORK

CABLE BARLAS' FROM ANKARA TQ WAR REI'UGEE BOARD FOR BUCHIM COLDMAN

AGATEST OUR PROPOSAL SENT YOU PROVOKED. SUNDAYS JE*JISH AGENCY VAAD

HAHATZALA MT‘E.TING GENERAL OPPOS ITTON STOP MIS CABLE ISSUED BECAUSE
S ' WAS COMPLETELY UNINI‘ORI“ED RD OUR AGRERMENT WITH COMPETENT FACTORS WHO

AR ENTRUSTED BY COLPETENT ITTSTITUTIONS THIS RESCUR WORK AND ACTED Ir

TILL NOW STOP BARLAS REGRETED AND DECLARED HAVING RECTIFIED CABLE THUS

“WR ACTED BOT\TAFIDBS STOP VE RWNARK. IN MERITORIOUS R“bPECT ACTUALLY

OPINIONS DIFFER F'I\TCES BETWEEN BARLAS HIS CO LLEAGUES BEC AU JSE BARLAS
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_ TAF/ RU TY 215 VAAD P2/50
" ATTITUDE FINANCIAL MEANS ONLY POSSIBLE JEWISH AGENCYS CHANNEL srop

oW

ALL PRECED?RESCUEWAYS EXCEP‘I‘ED PROPOSED VAIUBLES& STOP YOUR FIRST
AMOUNT OTOMA.NBANK UNTOUGHED WILL USE ONLY EFFECTII‘ RESCUE WORK STOP

REPF‘ATING PROPOSAL PLEASE WIRE DECISLON
IACOB GRIFFEL LUDVIG KASTNER

JOSETF KLARMAN

PASS
CD. 27
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330 WEST 42rd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

iONDON
55 New Cavendish 5t; W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P, O, B, 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

<,

In reply refer
tos - No. 67

Mr. Lawrence S. Lesser
War Rafugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Leasart

Pursuant to our last conference I am sending yoﬂu herewith

CanLes: Coﬁmqs, Niw York
TorerioNg: LONGacun 5:2600

May 31, 1944
%

thg/text of the cable Dr. Goldrann received from Mr.

Barlass

72420 REFERRING CAH.EVMAY 10 TRANSMITTED T}I}iOUGH

AVENI STOP GLAD INFORM YOU AFTER CONVERSATION WITH

GRIFFEL KLORMAN THAT THEY ACTED BONAFIDE BUT
WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE ARRANGEMENT ACCORDING TO WHICH
THEIR ACTION UNNECESSARY STOP MATTER THUS SETTLED
AVOIDING FUTURE CONFUSIOR® :

ALKtef

Sincerely :youz-s o
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SWAY 30 1944

Mr, Xra A, Hirsohmann,
ofo Bloomingdale's,, : »
Lexington Avenue and 50%h Street, ) ~
Nov York, New York, . : ’

Dear Ival

Zhank you for your letter of ’ May 27, 1944, wnolosing s letter
reoeived by you from Jasod Rosenhélm, Prasident of Agudas Scrasl.

1 agree with your opinion that deaiston in this matter shonld
be held in abeyange until you or Kasaki have had a chance $o Teview.

p it

the situasion in Turkey.

Baclosed for your information iw a copy of a letter whioh I
_have sent to Nr. Rogenheim, e .

fingorely yours,

(81gned) 3., Peale

J. W, Pehle,
Rxecutive Birestor,

~ Bnelostre

o7 TEFIbbE & 5/30/M o ‘ SO o
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MAY 30 1944;3

-~

k
- :
Ny, Jacad Bosenhetn, :
. President, yd
~ Agndas Larael Worla Organization,
226 Veat 97th Street, :

New York 25, Hey York,

Dear 8im

Rp, Ira Birgohmann, Speotal Reprosentative of the War Befuges Boara,
Bas transnitted 4o me your letter of May 2y, 19y, :

Mr, Hirachuenn 14 returning to Tankey tn the noar fature to reguse
. his work for tho War Rofugeo Board, X en instruasing hie ¢o review the
- MAuation vaised by the various Gubles from Messrs, Griffe), Enstner,
KlahfEan and 38 Upen his arrival there, I think 14 vould be -
xiremely unfortunate for any steps to be taken to comply with the
requeat of Mr, Grifrel un#il Mr, Birgohxsnn has had an apportunity to
- dlaouss the master with all interested Persons, : N
Iz view of the interest ang aotivity of your organisation in rofuges
‘#atters, I an wure you uaderstand the negessity for avolding any duplies..

$ion of effory. between various private organivations, As soon &8 & Tapors

18 recoived from My, Rirgchmann, I g4 Sonfidens that & dectsion oan be
®ade which wil) AT a nost efficy

ent refuges resens progras in Purkey,
® War Refuges Joara intends ¢o 1eavs no stone untiirnea %o achieve the -
7 | $he resaue activitiey of private
-ofgantsations operating tn she field,

* v , Vory traly yours,
- : (81gned) 7,m, pente

7. V. Pente,
Exacutive Pireotor,

T




BroomINGDALE'S
NEW YORK
oL

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

tay £7, 1944.

R

Yr, John ¥, Pehle
war lefugee Board
Yreasury Bullding
vashington 26,b, C,

Dear John:

The enclosed letter 1s _for your 1nformafion“
and that of !r, Katzki.,

iy opinion is that any recommendation with
regard to this appaggntly confused gituation
between these Jewis¥ Rescue Agencles should
remain status guo until Katzkl or I .arrivg——
‘in aAnkara, and I am writing to:lir. ¥ogenhelm
accordingly., Perhans you would like to

write to him also,.

Cordially yours

- :
“ighiret I. &, Hirgchmann
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MONUMENT 2.3543 ama

SR DMIN, DRSYE-PTNN

| » l o4guclaa ﬂmas[‘ World (ngaﬁézation

THE UNION OF UNIVERSALLY ORGANIZED ORTHODOX JEWRY .
{ WORLD-AGUDAH OF ORTHOROX JEWE INC,)
S

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE: LONDON - BRANCH OFFICcES: JERUSALEM AND NEW YORK .

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
} i 226 WEST 97TH STREET
s NEW YORK 25, N. Y,

May 24%h,1944

Mr., Ira Hirschmann
o/o Bloomingdale's
Lexington Avenue and 59th Streot
New York City ‘

. e
Dgar Mr. Hirschmann:

Following my letter of yastorday, I have to inform you that -
we received tody the following open cable from Messrs. Griffel

Kastrer and Klahrman in Ankaias

“Gabie Barlas from Ankara to War Refuges Board for Goldman
against our proposal sent ‘you provokedSunday's Jewlsh Agonoy-
Vaad Hahatzala meeting genaral gpposition. Stop.,” This cable :
jgsued because completely uninformed re our agreement with
ocompe tent factors who are- entrusted by competent . institutions
4his ‘rescue work and achieved it t111. now. Stop. Barias re--:

s gretted and declarsd having rectifisd his cables Thus we~
aoted bona fide, Stop. We remark ‘in-meritorious respect actually
-differences opinion betwesn Barlas his colleapgues becauge Barlas' '
attitude financial means. only possible Jewish #pency channels.
Stop. #11 previous rescus-ways dcoepted proposad: without value.
Stop, ‘Your first amount Ottoman Bank untouched will:use only
affactive rescus work. Stop., Repeating proposal please wire
. dscision. UEE P . ;

Tt would be interesting to kndw whether indeed Mr. Barlas has with~- - :
gravm his former accusations,and adequ%a cooperation could be estab- s
lished between the four differont Jewis organizations endeavouring . R

in Ankera for the rescue of Rymanfan and Hungarian Jews. - ; : :
It. would- certainly-be advisable for the War Refuge Board and ?or the R
Ambassador himself,; to use their influsnce in that/ direction. ST ’

I remain,




ORIGINAL TEXT OF TWI.EGRAH SENTO"V
3

i

FROM: 'Seuretary of State, Washington e
Toi X;urican Enbassy, Ankaira
DATED; Vay 2B, 1944 . M T Yt
HUMBER Y 467 o
£

_— ‘
. . =
The VYar Refugee Board requests that you delivar the fdlloQing
message to Mr, Jacob Griffel. Hotal Gontinontal. Beyoglut
“Your oable concernin@ additionsl 200,000 dSZIar% received,
Belleved here that Aifficulty consists 1£ shortage of shipping
‘rather than lacgk of money, and fenr competitive bidding for :
shipping without 1ncre&sing“to§al of persons rescued, Therefofe;
necessary youn submit plans to Amefﬁcan Embaséy anévconsulf
‘Bé;Lns and ﬁesnik cabling vour Joint recommendation through
;'Embnssy.
e : L
View Hungerian sitnation it is suggested here that Hungarian
Jdews ba informed to leave cities and hide cbuﬁtryside near
Slozakian and Yué;slav bordgrs. V;;d Hahttzals nmer‘encv Comaittae;
Habbi Abrabham Kalganowitz."
" ¥or -Andbassador? 'Fir;t paTAFT;ph of foregoing relates to 201 f?om
Consulate Gnneral in Istanbul of May 8 and to your 848 of bhy 10,
Would appreciate if, after hearing 1nterestad narties, you wou1d cqble

T s your advice,

THIS 15 WRB CABLE T0 AMCARA NO, 40 .
X

By . erifr’az'u.. Dm.e GFP I 8 ]J7Z




CABLE TO AMERICAN. EMBASSY,. ANKARA

The War Refugde Board requests that Jou deliver
the following message to Mr, Jacob Griffel,'Hqtel Con~
tinentul, Beyoglus &

GUOTE  Your ocable conasrning additional 200,000 .
dollars received. Believed here that diffioulty consists
in shortage of shipping rather than lack of money, and

fear competitive bldding  for shipping without ineoreasing -

total of persons rescued. - Therefore, negessary you sube
mit plans to:Amerioan Embassy and consult Barlas and
Resnik cabling your joint recommendation throngh Fmbassy .

View Hungarian situation 1t is suggested here that
Hungarian Jews be informed to leave cities and hide
oountryside near Slovakian and Yugoslav borders., Vaad
Hahatzala Emergency Committee, Rabbi Abrsham Kalmanowity

For Anbassador: First paragraph of foregoing relates -

to. 28L from Consulate General in Istanbul of May 8 and. to
your 848 of May 10.. Would appreciate 1f, after hearing
interested parties, you would cable us your advice,

WG L0 W CADLLS WOTANK

H0u 40 .

LLT T T T

May 20, 1944
2100 poto

Bakainidp - 5/19/u




I% 1w eosential that Aifferences of opinlon%ﬂwun private refuges
organieations do not (repeat not) in eny way intergere with the basie task
of resouing the largost possidle number of refugess from enway $erritory,
As you know, the War Refugee Board is $rying %o do everything poasidle %o
faoilisate-refuges opsrations in Furkey and Ats Hpsefal Representative, Mr,
Ire Eirgchoann, is caen‘returning to Turkey to resune vnu' work, !’on-ar‘ev
roquentad to keep Ny, ﬁirsohmn fully informed of your activities and ‘to‘f
seek his guidance, I% ip our esrnest hope that Mr, Hirschmann will be in &
position to Ooordlnate and snpervise all refugee resous activities in !urkoy
%o the ute;nt necenaa.x"& to assure thas qao,h?rlute refuges organisation: makes
the most effeotive consritution to the overall program, uvoiun; wanesessary
dupliontion of activities, oto, Asdordingly, s;z any case of diwéé-eni wﬂli
oﬁer organisations eonéqén;ns uﬁ_:goe rerl_.cui ppirat;oii the deghion of the

War Refugoe Board raprenéntaﬂve should be acoepbed by you as final,

JBFs btk ~ 5/24/44
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, (Copr
PARAPHRAZE OF TELIGHAN «'.C,:IVM) » A
TROM: American Gohsulate‘General, Istanbal
TO: Secretexry of Staté, Washington
DATED: Mas;:iﬁ, 1944 '

NOMRLR: 261 ' , ?gg%@ﬁ{ggﬂ g}ﬁgﬁ%{ '
" S— LY "
Following. is for Vaadha llatzala Lmerﬁency Committee,
132 Kagsau Street, New York, from Grirfel Kastner and -
Klarman;j

You are 1nformod Lhat goa transports started success-
fully, in the last xive weeks ahout one thousand persons.
qith our holp there is seen a nossibility of enl&rpement.—
For this purpose we need two hundred thousand dollar allot-

. b\—\o“
ment. 4ction is orusial in the next month, TowensureiPﬂ«“*
=
sea transport you are asked to pleaae send Lhis ‘Mqu% #g
o » ;

free Gwlsgs currency at our dlunosal.

SUTRBS

DECLASSIFIED .
State Denf Letter, 1-11x 72 E

By R. I Parks Date  J.LE SFP 18 197




May 15, 1944

Gentlemens

receiv

The following confidential mesgage for you wap
ed from Griffel, Kastner and Xlarmann through the

Anerican Consulate General, Istanbuls

"You are informed that sea transports started
successfully, in the laet five weeks about one
thougand persons.  With our help there is seen
a -osgibility of enlargement. For this purpoge
we need two hundred thousand dellar allotment. -
Aotlion is’ecrucial in the next month. To ensure
continuation of sea transport you are agked to
please gend this amount in free Swiss currency
at our disposal,"

Very truly yours,

[y Joolleod,

“-Ja ¥W. Pehle
Executive Uirector

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committes
132 Hasgau Street
New York, N. Y.

, | J .
, a{/ gl "W%delzalé 5/15/44,
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EXECUTIVE: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT e
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE. COMMUNICATION
DATE May 24, 1944
o Mr, Pehle

FROM Mr, Hirschmax;n

" -
I find this memorandum in my f£ilés relating ?c’) Mr, Jacob

Griffel, who is the individual ‘who recently requested $200,000, 1I:
. - :

am glving a copy of this to Mr, Katzkl as it 1s my intention to have

him work more directly with these orgenizations in Istanbul,

Mo

Attachment
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a1 7. i 25, DuC.

In reply refer to :
D 840.48 Refugees/5075
840,48 Refugees/5080

iy dear Rabbi Wise:

Confirming my telephonie conversation with your
secretary this morning, we have received a telegrem
from Ambassador Steinhiardt who states that he has dis-
cussed the maltter with Mr., Barlas, head of the Jewish
Agency in Turkey, who is also, as you know, -in charge

.of the trensit of Jews to Palestine from the Balkansy

lr, Barlas stutes that his principal diffioculty is
caused by the lack of transportation facilities rather
than wowillingness on the part of fhe Turk authorities
to cooperate, The Ambassador states that in his opinion
unless transportation facilities are  sugmented by vessels
especially chartered for the purpose, it is most unlikely,
due to the existing war conditionsy that rail facilities
can be malerially-increased,

The Ambassador stetes thet the Turkish euthorities
have .repestedly sssured him of: their desire -to.cooperste
but that under existing conditions they cennot imcrease
their rail-facilities. . )

I am also very plessed to. inform you-that' from-in=
formation -just received from the Ambassador, the Turk
Government will exert itself to the'uilmost. to afford
protection to the several: thousand Jewish people:of

Turk origin who ‘find themselves in France’

Sincerely yours,-

Howsrd K, Travers i o
, Chief, Visa Division o

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise) ,

orld Jewish Congress)y -+~ B . ;
7 -380.West Forty-second:Street; _ e
Hew York; lNew York. i ] )
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copry :
25, D.7C.

In reply refer to '
VD 840.48 Refugees/5074

¥y dear dr, Leavitiy

Confirming my telephonic conversation with you
today, the Depariment has recelved s communicstion from
lr, Berlas’at Ankara staling that he understapds that
a vessel flying a Portuguese flag which was chartered
by the Joint Distribution Commiitee.departed from Lisbon
on_ Jenusry 23 carrying some 700 refugees. Mr. Barlas
believes that in view of the fact that the principal
difficulty in rescuing more than a limited number from
Transnistrie is becsuse of the lack of transportation
that he sugpests that efforts be made to: ‘continue the
charter of the Portuguese vessel in order thet it might
proceed from Palestine to Constanza snd thus evacuste
Jewish refuvgees from Transnistria.

As 1 stated on the phone, there is some guestion
in my mind as to whether the Portuguese Government would
permit the vessel in question to proceed to Constanza
but is is-possible that -you will desire to heve ¥r. Schwartiz
investigate at Lisbon. It is believed that the War Refugee
Board will be functioning in the near -future and if- that
Board or the Intergovermmental Comnittee may assisgt,
please do ot hesitate to inform mes I am also glad to
confirm that we leve received information from Turkey”
to the effect that the Turkish Govermment will -do every-
thing it consistently can to protect the Jewish people
of Turk origin who find themselves. in France.

" “Sincerely yours,
- Howerd ¥. Travers'
Chiefy Visa Division

Mr. Hoses A, Lesvitty . BT : :
American? Jewish Joint Distribution Committee; n

870 Madison-Avenue, - ,
.t New York 16, New:York,.-
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PARAPHRASE

FROM: - ANKARA
TO:  DEPARTHENT OF STATE R

No. 1226 of Septembter 7, 1943, 4 p.m.

1 ;

Aelerence is made to your 1726 of 10 p.m. September 4.
Ho (repeat no) objection in principle is raised to, the proposal
oi’ the Emergency Conference to Gave the Jewish People of Europe -
concerning the sending of a representative to-this country
for the purpose of inguiring concerning: practicable:steps which
might be taken for the release of Jews in countries under Hazi
domination with the intention of removing them to places of safe—
ty. It may be, however, that the Department would vwish to
indicate to the Conference and to ‘other committees in the U, S.
which are motivated with the same purpose that there are in
Turkey several representatives of various Jewish agencies: try-
ing to. achieve the same objective. The Joint Distribution Com-
mittee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine both have representa—
tives here now. ‘I have been informed by these regresentatives
that while the Bulgarian Decree, issued at the instance of
Grabowski, remaine in effect which forbids Jews from leaving
Bulgaria or territory occupied by Bulgariai forces, there is-
little if anything which can be accomplished, because the rail-
communication between Turkey and Bulgsria constitutes virtually
the only means of iransportation from the Balkans.

4

w
]
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PARAPHRASE

FROM: DEPARTMINT OF STATE
TO:  ANKARAY

No. 7%6 of’ Septeiiter 4, 1943, 10 p.m.

The Department has been informed of the ‘desire of the
Emergency Conference to fave the Jewish People of Europe
that & representative should be sent to Turkey and that
other reprecentatives should bé sent to several other places
for the purpose of inguiring about pructicable steps which
nisht be taken in regard to obtaining releases, from Hazi
dominated countries, of Jews who remain in fthose countries
and who are, therefore, subject to porsecution, the pirpose
being that they will he removed to safe places.

It has been called to the Conference's attention by
the Department that you are the répresentative -of the
general interests of the Yovernment, and your activities
as well as those of the Department in comnection with the
subject matter of their interest has been related to them.
The above-mentioned -Conference is ‘one of a numbier of such
o committees which have’ the purpose at heart which has been
“translated into action by the Department. in.so far as ve
‘- have been permitied by circumstances. Representatives of
“this Conference have, howéver; requested that an inquiry be
“directed to you, to which® the Department hag'given its con=
“sent, for the purpose. of ‘reguesting your advice on the
“question whether a ‘temporary representative would in“any
- way contribute to the. extrication. of persons im the category
mentioned from Palkan countries. The name of. Mr. Tra.: R
- Hirschmen’, ‘who was Vice President of Bloominsdale's Depart=--
ment. Store in New.York, Has been suggested in this connec— "
tion. . Mr. Hirschman states that he attended the.Evian:Con—
fererice and that you.probably reeall himi .. :ii. .= S
¥e have not: consulted the military authorities; which
we would do prior to-consenting to such a visit, even as8Um=
ing the availability of air priorities. . -

Ve would appreciate your advice.

Offigial File Copy




