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MINUTES 

of e. meeting 
of the Operating Group of Relief Organizations 

at the office of the War Refugee Board, Istanbul 
October 9, 1944 

Those present: rlerbert Ke.tzki, Mordecai Kessler, .David Schweitzer, 
~hud Uebere.ll, J, Goldin, and Mne.chim Bader. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 a.m. 

1. Mr. Bader reported the receipt of telegrams ,?rigine.ting 

in Bucharest, requesting that steps be taken to'modify the Turk­

ish Foreign Office agreement relating to the issuance of Turkish 

transit visas by the Turkish Consulate in Rumania. to Jewish people 

emigrating to Palestine. 'l'he present agreement provides for the 
11> 

issuance of 400 Turkish transit visas every ten days for the 

voyage by sea from Conste.nze. and Burge.s, to be divided between 

the Turkish Consulates in those cities. The request was that 

this arrangement be modified to authorize the issuance of transit 

visas for land travel from humania, 

There was full discussion regarding this suggestion, during 

which Mr, Bader suggested a formula that the modification, 1f 

requested, orovide for the issuance of transit visas for land 

travel to the extent that the 400 visas authorized every ten 

days were unused for see voyage. In this way, he proposed to 

avoid requesting s rsdicsl ohenge in the agraoment whioh, 1f sought, 

rni!tht oreoipitste s reoonsiderstlon by the 'l'urk1sh Foraign orrioe 

of the entire agrenmont. 
In view or the fnot that there 1s no inl'ormet1on sva11Rble 

in Intnnbul aa to the aotual sit.uet1"n in Humanla rngat'dins em1M 

grnt1on, the possibility of trnnsportat1on by sea, railroad, eto., 

the meeting t1eo1ded thn t efforts should be mnde to aeo\ll'a fuller 

dotn1ls hntnre mnk1ng Any requellts of the 'l'lwkieh F'ore1gn Of1'1oe. 

·' 
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2. As a matter of interest, Mr. Bader reported that the 

Bulgarian Government will begin shortly to issue exit visas for 

children emigrating to Palestine under the Children's Scheme. 

'rhe Je>wish Agency in Istanbul rega,·ds this information with all 

reserve. 
3. Mr. Katzki reported briefly on the steps heretofore taken 

by the war Refugee Board in relation to emigration of Jewish 

peop 1•' from Hungary. 

4. In behalf of the War Refugee Board, Mr. Katzki expressed ,.. 
hie thanks to ldr. Schweitzer, who is departing from Istanbul to 

Palestine, for the advice anci aid he extended to the V/ar Hef'ugee 

Board in connection with the program it ilas been carryinp out in 

'l'urkflY• 

'l'he rnAoting was adjourned at 12:00 noon, 

' ·'') ';·1;' 
n)'>/ (, ''.~ 

t ... '( -' )-J- ~ 

Herbert Kot~ki 

HK/b 

- ,--
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MINUTES 

of a meeting 
of the Ooerating Group of Relief Organizations 

at the office of the War Refugee Board, Istanbul 
October 2, ].944. 

!. 

Those present: I. A, Hirschmann, Herbert Katzki, Ehud Ueberall, 
Mordecai Kessler, David Schweitzer, Mnaohim Bader, and J. Goldin. 

The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. 

1. Mr. Hirschmann informed the committee that he had been 

recalled to Washington for consultation by the War Refugee Board, 

as the result of the changed situation in the Balkan area. He 

had asked the committee to meet in order that he might have the 

advantage of any last-minute observations or suggestions they 

might care to make which he could carry with him to hashington. 

He. expressed his thanks to the members of the committee for their 

helnful cooperation, advice, and assistance, which they as repre-

sentatives of their resoective organizations and individually had 

"xtended to him durine: the time he was in '£urkey, He assured 
-,t< 

tnBm that the work of the War Hefugee Board would continue in 

Turkey, and aclvised them that Mr. Katzki, who has been vested 
';vfJPI,)ttt' 

with full oowers and who has the ~ of the American .ilmbessy 

anc! Consulate General, would continue the War Hefugee Board pz•o-

groms in this arnn. 

<!, lJr. Goldin I'eporte" that :•lr, Bader and ne had obtained a 

letter from Bulgarian MiniHtHr Bnlabonoff in Ankara, officially 

confirming the stotementH of policy which hod been broadcast 

recentl~· OVOJr Hadio o..~ot'ia, !'elnting to the treatmflnt ol' Jewish 

oeople in Bulpario, Thin letter covered the following points: 

(n) 'l''"' BulgArian fronti"r authoz•itiHs have been advised 

of' thn nuth•>l'izotion of th,-, 'l'urkieh oovernmnnt to pe1•mlt the entt•y 

l11to ruri!"Y r·,r 'ltnigr•ntion to l'el•>stine of all Jewish people 

pr•eeAntinp themB'llves et thn Hulgnl'ian frontiot•, 

(b) 'l'ltn l.lulp;lll'lnn Ooverrunant l:ns authorized tho Bulcerinu 

Lo1f.ot1on in L>.uohnrest to isaue .. 'ulp:nr•leu tr•nnslt vlsnu to any 

upplionnt. ln Humnnill who wiaho!l to tl'llVol thr•uur,h t.>ullf.BI'lll en 

routrl lo fnlr~ottno, This lnatruotlon to tho Bulp;nr111n L·:gntion 
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likewise authorizes the issuance of Bulgarian transit visas to 

Jewish people from Hungary and Poland, 

(c) The Bulgar~an Government has issued regulations 

contemplating the return to Jewish people in Bulgaria of properties 

which had been expropriated, and for payment of compensation for 

properties lost, In addition, funds will be made available for 

the re-establisr~ent of Jewish schools and social institutions. 

3. Mr. Bader, based upon information which he had received, 

expressed his opinion that the present bulgarian Government would 

not be strong, and that one should not depend solely on the off!-

cial statements made by Bulgarian authorities as an indication that 

the problems of Jewish people of that country have been resolved 

and their uifficulties terminated, ~he problem of reconstruction 

and rehabilitation will be very long and drawn out, Altr,ough pro­

mises have been made to the Jewish people, a very large proportion 
'f. 

of the latter are without resources, 'l'h:i.s may continue for some 

time beforo the >ulgarian Gover•nment itself is in a position to aid 

thAm. i•'urthermore, the future of Jgwish people who had lost thl ir 

positions is obscure, as the promised reinstatement of Jewish 

neople to their former economic status is very complicated, ne 

sug. este<~, therefore, the need for continuing emigi'stion and pro­

viding: nssistance to the Jewish people while still in Bulgaria, 

He rec"mmen<led considers tion of the adv ls ttbili ty of extending a 

loan to thn Bulgarian Oove"nment, BP<~o1f1cally to assist it in 

oarrylng out its reprl'!snntations concerning the l'ehnb111tat1on of 

'l'hora has been no l'BC'lnt 1nformnt1on from Humnnla, 'l'he post-

tinn of Humnnlnn Jewry ltliiJ be tho snme ns thllt of Bulgllr1nn Jowry, 

tn Mr. !lnd"l''s on1nl.on, it mny be neoossary to take speole.l stupe 

for •Hn:grstl.nn of rerup.oes tn thllt rountry 1 fot' the 'l't•nntntl.at.l'lnn 

ohllrlr•en, ~to, 

M!'. Budo:r rotlot•totl the.t Mt•, l{t'lllll!t 1 ,TnWlllh i1~onoy t•ept•oaontntlvo 

ln Budannst, ndvlllod th•l 1ntownoblonal Red Ot•oeli tiolep,to thet•e 



that, of the former Jewish population in Hungary of 800,000, only 

200,000 persons still remained ~n rlun~ar~, _ Infe~entially, despit~ 

the assurances given by the Hungarian Gove1·nment, deportatic~_ns did 

continue, as the figure of 200,000 is substantially smaller than 

the estimates which had been made during August. Most of the 

200,000 are now in camps or in concentrated areas, subject to 

the dangers which attach to such a situation. 

Krausz recommends that the International Red Cross establish 

an observation post in Budapest in order to protect the lives of 

the Jewish people in Hungary. Mr. Bader's friends in Genava are 

attempting this, and he suggests that perhaps Mr. Simond, the 

International Red Cross delegate in 'l'urkey, might be approached, 

In the meanwhile, the national Red Cross or~nizations affiliated 

with the International Red Cross should support the request for 

a Budapest observation bureau, in which conne9-tion the United 

States, Greet Britain, and perhaps also Sweden con be especially 

h'llpful. 

Mr. Bader, in behalf of the Jewish "gency, expressed !Iis 

i<"tR.E'T ~ that Mr. Hirschmann was leaving, and the hope that ~ s 

departure will not be final. He expressed uis appreciation for 

Mr. Hirschmann's grAet interest and support in the resoue work of 

the AgElnoy from the Bnlkan area, without wh1oh much lass would 

hove bean nccompliBhed. 

4, Mr. SchwAitzer seconded Mr. Bader's expressions wlth rof­

erenoo to tne aid Nor, •lirsohmann has givon in 'l'ut•key and promised, 

ln behalf of t.ho oc•nunitten, full support to Mr. l{atr.kl <lut•lny, 

~n·. tllrsolunann' s absence. He thought it 1mpot•tant thnt Mt•, Hirsch­

mann interpret to the lerget• post-war ot•ganizntlons, suoh as 

UNRHA, and t;hn Into1•goverrunant1tl Oomr:ti ttee, tho p1•oblems wllloh 

wlll al\lst ln t.he Ball<ona end the need fot• Meiahnoe wh!oh will 

arise when mllltBt•y opel'!•tlons oensn. ln hl.ll opl.nlon 1 tho Wnr 

11ef'ugee Bollrd llhould not torm!note its e.otlvltles oe soon es an 

erea booornes liberated, in atl'iot oonat-ruotlon of its terml.l of 
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reference, The War.Refugee Board, as a vital organization, 

should alter its policy so that its-influen~e and ef~ectiveness 

can be continued in post-war work. 

5. Mr. Goldin reporten that he had been approached by indi-

viduals among the three or four tr.ousand 'l'urkish nationals who 

have been repatriatc'ld to Turkey fr.}m France on the subj1ect of 

their early return to France. Many of them had substantial 

interests and resources in F'rance, which made them anxious to 

return to that country as soon es possible. 

It was the opinion of the meeting that the question of 

imoroving the C·~·nclition of Jewish people who have already been 

saved is of minor importance when compared with the need for 

rescuing persons whose llves are still in danger. 'l'he question 

of the return to France of repatriated 'J:urkish natbnals in 

'l'urkey should be deferred until more urgent matt~rs have been met. 

G, Mr. Ueberall expreaaeo the appreciation of t'hll grouos he 

represented for the cooperation nncl support whir.h Mr. rlirac•mtann 

ann the War R .. fugee Board ext.enderl to them. The work of rescue 

or Jewl ah o•1onle from countries under Nazi pressure, especially 

dunftary, is not ended. In od<·ition, !'egular emigl'ntion from Bul­

p:edo and ltumll!11R musL be suppol'ted. ltlthOtigh the exorossod policy 

of t.he v.a!' Hefugee Boord is the rHscue of pBrsons in ln\Jlllnent 

peril of rlfloth, t11n wot•l< o!' the Jnwish 11f1"noy does not ond there. 

11'" J •wish ltp:enoy still lws tho 1 oak of <Jmigl'otion to Palos tina, 

enrl Mr. IJ •bnt•ell re<1uestod thnt Mr. H1rsch11\!1nn explain the si tun~ 

tlon to the ~.or Hafup:ao Bonrd in 1\eshington, so thnt the Boord 

nnrl t,hn Uni tor1 Stntoe Govr~!'runant continue the it• int.o1•aet in nor• 

mnl Rn>lf!.retlon fl'om liberated arena tn Pa'iaabina, 

7, Mr. tih•oohmnnn pt•omiaad t.o inform lntareeted af~·moios and 

cl!'olas in tho United ~tntos or th~ vlowa eXPl'OBRud nt thle meeting. 

llo eug(laBtad that n tnemot•!mdum be prepnt•ad by the ng,nr.:,t rooraaan­

tRt;lvaa at the moat\n!', Bottillfl forttt bho auggest\onn tht~y hlld 

matle, eo thnt he onn httVI'! thtn in wrl t1n~ f'ol' l'<lfryrnnoo !>Umoaos 
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in Wasr,ington. He stat_ed that, at this stage, it is important 

tnat Washington be informe•i as to the views of people in Istan­

bul who arA close to rescue and relief problems, and he promised 

to impart this information. Mr. Hirschmann again thanked the 

committee for thAir cnooeration, and expressed his continuing 

interest in their activities. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 

at 12:15. 

tierbert Katzki 
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MINUTES 
·\ 

oi' a l<>eeting 
of the OperO:Ung Group of i'elief Organizations 

at the Office of the War Hefugee Boarcl, Istanbul 
September 4, 1944. 

'l'hose present:_ I. K. Hirschmann;·-QhairlllanJ crtorbel.!t l~atzki, 
Ghaim Bnrlas, Dl'• •:;liaso, Chnrl!9S Passman, l\lordecai iYcJSsler, 
David ::;chwoi tzor, C:hud Uebm'all. 

'rhe meetinf:\ was called to orcltw at 4:30 p.m. 

I. 1.1r. i3a;•lan rer)orted the following: 

A. tlis trio to Ankara on August 2·~, was in connec-

t:lon wl tl"l rout:ln<-> affairs of th:1 Jrmlsh 1\gency, ,c;specially 

regr~rcHng tho omi[':l'!l t:lon to .'ales tine of oOQ chilc(r.m in 

iheso trans~t vi~as ere tiain~ r0n8wed. 
r '-J. . • 

B. ·A recent tele(',rru:• i'rom ;)UlJ•ariu I'el)Orts that 

tl1' SS ::'_i tn, onn of' the ships Vlhloh VIHS to be us,Jc' to' carry 

em1.grantG l'ron !3ulgaria to Is Lro1bul, itnd be on sunk. 

Q. 

,.,,, d c tur' ·.'J'£1 t.lnno r.!l' •VI in·· LCCl L-·<1 t••n L U1" ·r.,lj•,t''-' tlon :d. !.11 Cl­

·t.lnu In ,_.;ue)Jnl'oot-I'IIHJ·eomp1:lenL.::•, Gf' a l'tWUJL ol' whir>~: '''1'• 

I1·J' I (_;J';'} l~/. i fHlU, Lfl 

Lll!)_ r.'Jt'i.L.i r.t· PVt'oo. 

il, ,1q. J'•'l' ·1'1''H 1 1 l'• H!•nt.J-1111\• t.~' h•l'• l'~U!'~!iPJl 01' 

n'l ;t\]-_lrl:~ l'd.nl_.-i_ld~ \_.() '\.'-_1\;_,~f 1'11' ,1·\'.'i~\f~ ''·'0_1.\ • \• t.IH'!lltlf'• 

-() f' 1' I !1 r.q "I '~ !l p ,, ;!n i ·' I 
,, r· ~. l' ''l l I 111 lll H !' dtl ~-~ I. I , .. ,, 

.. j' I.JtP' I ft P! I :f\ p11nL• ,, l'f' ;-,] ]·:;' ·i' ; • \' ~' 1-~ ' " I .l l"t·· .,. J,q· ;n,, /l 

" ~\ . , ' 
, . I I• ,. '(~ f_d:~·, IJl•i i' I!P \1\01 '111 1\!; 

,i ,.-.. ~H }1!' •11(':; ll ' I i i li \l :':· n :· n I I I 'l\1 I :: \, 
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orp;mlizations i_:1 that countr-y, ~r. 0ratiano told a one-sided 

c,:tory, and de.cision shollld .be reserved rC>r:arding J,·r·. Zissu 

until hC> has opnortunity for ronortinp; his vorsi~n of events, 

Referring: to noint ..: above,I>•r •. nirscbmsnn .reported tliat 

l\ir, :'assman, i.;r, Katzld and h•-> haC' .. had .a lone: conferenc.e witi:i 

il•r, Brotiano, who described in some d,,taU 'the clash of per•-

scmal itios wh:l.ch hac\ tak,cn (>lace· in Jucharest and which, ·hrj 

said, had been the l'esult in substanl;ial roeos\J.r., of tho auto-

cratic (lnct arbi trnr;~ oc tions of r •. r. Zissu. ''•l'. liirschinann 

state<~ ·thet the 'liaP Hefuge0 Board will not cundon<e Bn;r sue!· 

attitudes, anc1 tl1nt it will r•ofuso its nice, ~inoncially-or-

jn any othrYr 1Nny, to p:bojoct.s which re1'1·.3Ct P·Jl'S6nnlit~ clastl(~S, 

"artisansl:ip CH\'.1 Pivull'Y to th·.>· d9trlm,Jnt of' tzt·,, obj.-,ctivo of 

rc>·sc<H actlvlt.i'>:>, nnrl ar-; not d·~mocrat:ic t.n thoir eoncc•;tl.on 

li. Lliscu:Js.lon wns hricl i·orm·cl.li1r·: th·• polic;1 to be 

•tiC.·.; of l;ho Vinr Heru,!'r"Jn BnnJ'cl, .:_y::-,iC':I ltnl L!l<. Jt.:· oet~.lvit.\.t.~r:. 

~ 1 !I ' 

J n\ t_) I U 1 ' I i IJ • } 11- I' 

:; I .:.~> ,-,1 _qnP-;=_ llll I l \l L; f· '· (! f ~' 1 l l l_ l':; I 

p. ; ' I' ' " 
,. l•• ' I " t I II' I ,. 

U;n l. fl'' !-hlll :!•!• I nq Ill• f l ' ,f. l .. I " n·· !!!l ! ,. l! : 
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will a,ll, without exceptlon anci \~ithout discriminatlon, be - -
~ivan Palostine 6ertificates. ~o this 811d, refugees will 

iHlVfl pr•iori ty in whatever emigration mov0ment from ttmnanfa 

talws· 1}lace. 

C. Dr. c.liash formulat8d the J'ewish Ap-.oncy _oositlon 

as foLlows: 

"Unless some gen8rnl statement is made by the Humanian 

f<ov.ornmont in b0!<Bli' of rd'up;eos in that countr;u and the 

chilc!ren i'rot:o i'rnnsnistrin, the v:ill. be rewarded fiS Lhe first; 

charge ·Uc10l1 the: ,;mip:rn tion work of' the J '3~vish 'Agency. Uther­

wiss, 'tlYJir emic:rntion DS V/i·Jll os that of' humimlan nationals 

will be r0p-arcled lis normal and voluntary ,
11

• 

D, ,.;r, i'nssr.1an staLed tnat the JoJ.nb Distribution 

Gommi ttc•'l Y1111· no.t flntince tho wovonvont .~1' shins l'i•om .~umnnla 

Ol' an~)'VIiJOrP olsF> unl•1s~ tlw ,Jolnt DisGrlbutl,on Conu11itt·.10 has 

n u:JGSUl't..) o( contro1 in suctl ppo}:;cr.n. 

fo1' f.it'! n\'1lC\lnLl~_lJ} l")l_ ,I;:Yttn -···~o·JJ-, .i 1'!" il_j,· 

ltiPl'OV·tl\lt!llL ~.It t.lpi :'IJ Lllr_;t.\,ql 11!' l.t • ,_f :.~\ 

I l .. II ,. II· 1''1 ' 1 ., ... t'{j I " l'' " ';~ 

.. n_~- '1'11 :_; ' 
,,:, ,. I " 

,. e· Ji':_l I ,. I I ' ! i 

.• 
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of tmnporary anci. em·Jrgency l'cJli.of for the ,Tewish oeoplo in 

Bulrraria, ... 
IV, ll.r, Hirschmann made reference to r.worts which hav·~ 

boen recol.ved in Istanbul l.ndicntl.ne: that tho Jewish Ag·.oncy 

renres:cntativ·~ in !3udanest, Kraus, i1ad ta.·:en cert.ain st;eps 

which ilerv"c\ to· block the Jl\3Chi:ti1isw wnieh ·had baen establishee 

for n1ovinF ·illnfar•ian J"ews to Hunwnia. Wl', >Jarlas stat<Jd that 

tlH cirewastanc•Js WC";I'O s.ucfl that i'raus 11aci no alternative, 

Bt S:4G p.m. 

:t• 
ilE)I'b·:}·I't j\fl.t?u-; i 
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1, J:lurlas' tall( with Cr, (/ C~~---
Also, th•; results of his conferenc.>s in An:·, urn riuri.ng ~ ~~--

thn courso o1' hts last trlp there, Y-iJ:v--
2. A·.:l: Barlus -ubr>nt the contract vthlch h'3 has wit.1 Hntalya, ~/ 

ih has never rboort)•< tllis lh nny oi' the nwetlnr;s. .j~t-1----
/ 3, "·hat doe~_; th Jc>wish Agency pronoso <loin[!, about ttL; j'if;f'l _ 

···i situation in Humnrita as···rencirtod by J:lrati[mo, ospBoiall~.- wltl~. ·, 

obs tJ<nc LJ.onis t tnc tics of' l>il', i.is su 

~-~ 
\,... . -_ - . 

J·owloil ''gonoy ·or'0]5bso doirig uboll.t .tho 

rHnci'imi.rwt:ton in U1 .I.Clollmlco or col't.U'.tcute:>, I(PruHl 1 ficnLinc 

nctlvlt.t 1~; fru;· Ll111 !nJ:zn11 CtH.tni:.J•.l ·:.1, 

u. iJu.l.rPI l.fl, \u v.i~J\'1 tlt' Lh.~ !HJ!.l .... Jowl :~!r J.tH"n, 'll'•d)~--~'1;, 

rJ(l. n 11 ·L \'l1l1'r·nnl n l' :.~e,_t,.J l)l'.ql ('Ill ;_n1\. oJJl.: noL n1 ~ml·rt•··t.l. ·11. 

Ull ·;·; l 'll ()1.' Lh-· I~'Tfll~li"Lii•Jl {li' 11' ,-1\tJr'~l}J~I'll IIP~_,I-)11111;- 111 \..lJ! J., 

hf~ \ ni' " i. I-ll .i_ :~ l'"l:,nJ.nn I " fi•l'llt. Jn l.JliJ 

:~qel 1 f)U r;: '1!1 I ' 1'f I. I !,111 jl:J l L l ,. I 1\ 1!-• !Ll.'; ut' 
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JviiNU'l'J~S 

of a meeting 
of ltepresenta_tives of Relief Organizations 

at the office 61'"-the War-Hefugee-soard 
Istanbul, hugust 25, 1944 

Those pres-3nt: I, A, ···irschmann, .. erbert Katzki, Irving H. 
Sherman, for the War Hofu[~ee Board; Heub•~n Resnik, Charles 
Passman, litordecai Kessl·,•r, f'or the Joint Dif;tribution: Com­
rnltt<~e; Ghaim J3arlas, J, Golden, Saul i<~eyerhoff, l'.ioshe 
Averbuch, ;~hud Uoberall, hmaci1im dader, Venja Pomeraniec, 
for tl1e Jewish J\gency; Leon Denenb:org, ror the International 
rtescue and Heli.ef Committee; ,,;ri Jabotinsc<y, f'or _the .~mer­
gene" Comml ttee for the Hescue, Q_:['_.l_<'lvll_[!_{l People in ,;uroc;e; 
Davia Schwoitzer, for the tiias-Ica .[<;migration Association 
(Hie em); Jacob Griffel, J oson-n--klcarman, and Ludwig Kastner 
f'or the J\gudath Israel and the Vaad- i•aJwtzalah. 

lJavid Zymand of tho ,Jewish Af!ency was preR<:nt by invi­
tation. 1'\{iba Levinsky am. ~liezer Ledrn· Vl<->ro unable to be 

pres·;nt, and simt thoir. excuses,-

'fhP meetine: was called to orcier at 4:lb by 1-•1', llirscb-

mann, as cnairman, 

IV•r, . ,irschrnann · ooened the mactlng b:; welcoming JVJ8Ssrs, 

I' assman, <'os:Jl<~r, hleysr,bof t', u,bo_roll, 
~~-- .. 

1'\_im~rl:uiioc; and ;;11er-

man, who nod arrj vod fn Istanbul lmbsoqu·~n t ''to the !H'evious 

to\o''tlng of repr•osontntlves of poli•>f OPft.l nlz.ations, Jul.-; 10, 

rt." exnr·JBfl'·''' his p.-,gt'')ts uL Lho ci'JPI1l'tur<i of 1<11'• ._,chind, who 

""I'• 1ilrschmnnn- 1•ovlowo,, bPloi'ly !;11' uctlvltl<3S or tilo 

;,or•- HofttP:·oo do!ll'<' l'cJPI'•3G-,nti,-Llvns ln ls\;onbul subsqqu-,nt to 

·'uly lu, Hn<1 \;l,o ••oscuo WQt'lt w tell llfw b''"ll accoltipllslwd by 

tlH vurtous nv•mclns nlnce \;hn t dnt", tmnut' 1.11-< J'ollowinp: 
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Istanbul and Pale~tine, -. 
(c) Negotiations and dis.cussions with the 'I'urkish 

authol'ities culminatinp: in the broad a,.recment on the part 

of tho 'l'urldsh I•'oreign Office concerning the :l.ssuanc.3 of 

·rurldsh transit: visas in riungal'Y, ''nmrinia, and aulgaria, 

and the entry into ~Url\e'Y in transit of refugees traveling 

b;v land and by sea. 

(d) 'l'he present situation in Hungary in consequence of 

the nromulp:ation of \July 18, 1944, by the HungEiry Govern­

ment, with refernnce to the emip:ratlon of Jewish oe'6nle from 

:tUnf111l'~l. in c "lrtaln ca tnp;or•ies \and unrl•>I' ·certain\ condi'tions. 

(e) 'l'ransncn•ts whicil hnv•e nassed through ls tanbul on 

the 3:S !S;a_;i;_bols_, !:'2_:t:_l.l1'!_, tilil_[)_ll_],_, and ov,3rlancl, 

(i') Projects wh:ichharlbeen submitto. to;itho \;nr ilof'-

UP,,JO Bou_r•c· I'--:pi0Hfh:!ntntfv·)s fb_r -consicleT'a tiOllJ not_bbiy b.'·' hi!'• 

C<roiJ.'J'ol roro omivr·n ti~n t'l'om ioumnnla, und b:y "'l', _.Jnb··,tinsk:,• 

11 n i ll f~!;; 1 I I' 

f f •_l_i~ L ~ -,•·-1 _I I r• '-I\ lo 11111 

-~. 
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others from both those ·£_ountries_ SQ lone:_ as it a~ pears thgt t 

their lives aro in dnng~r because of racial, religious, or 

political beliefs, Although oresent information is to the 

effect that the G.•:rrnan authoroities in ouclnunst hav·e not 

sane tione(' tho dn'>artur<3 of j. ewish oeopl•) fr·om Hungary, des-

·1i te tlw mtblic :n•onCJuncCJment of f\dmiral .iorthy, c:f'i'orts 

for their ovacuntirm will continu·J in any rr:anner a.nd i.n an:1 

dir.·:c tian· wrd.c~1 se 31ll foasl.ble. 

uurin£~~ ·,the. 6iscussion. whtcr· followed J.o~r, 1.1ir·Sch1:W.nn 1 s 

r~evi••m, I;,,., Ueb•)I'Dll madn tho follo~Jinr- o:);\rv'ntionr,: 

(1) lt must no~ be nssuined th&t :i.t is dith0I' too lnt,, 

or tnat too s:'ort n t:Lme remains l'or tno v:·cuation of 

n:'vet'lta:• e o·f wh:r tc1ver' op 'ortuni tL1s •. ,n.tst. f'or •vucun f.tnr; 

oeoplo from i'unwrdo \~ofor•e ctnle·rntion b·ocbt ... ;s imposslbl.o, 

s.•onJ.•. !;!:A 1Jntt.e Nal·.J.o,-s in eohtroJ ln L.i·tnl. country rlr<Jem lt. 

(2) Vil··llo tV) lnfor•~twl;lon L: nvnl lnbl P••t·'"' inr' i;l!n 
"?-;-· -- . 

I t. •; . .\ L l h 

nl;hnr U!'~nn !-.o ''!Jti('.ll tl ··:•l!.~·~ • ( } • 1 j • ~ (' ' '. :• •1)1. i Lit r· l;" 

--·t:lt.i~ 1'}1-lll Ot' ·vjq •1Llf•.rJCj}I_\V}I• l,n nlj 'lJ' t~fiU!ll.t•i 

·.t r -,., L· 

t:;;· • " · ,, n lt>.i L.i L l ., ,_ 

- 1--l'-• l'l.t•:t(~ •nn:ll1 inf'oJ'nnn \.-11 r1-• ·Lin r1l l.•t p"f·~t·L l.•tJ 1 

Ill'•' L1, 1'<11! II I' !'1'-

t\lf1L1v-~-- !1· \';!1·.~-·JII,,n·l, ,__j·-~:,lqn, 1'---pf.uf:nl, 

.• 
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in Ist.nnbul cut·rr,ntlv inforuw of ~.lJ J.nfcir-r•intion _which mip,ttt 

cotll'J ·into l;':e oostnssion of' tl>'l .r·m3ro-sonttotiv0s of tlH> reliGi' 

orgf\n:lzntions lr;r :, ~'ll<'•- wiiiclY mig:tt 'J<ev;; o llenr•ing unon or 

would nroviciB f.r>osh noints ·of vL~'II in tilcl •.:8v-:locom;nt or 

11u:·1Hn:i. n Hflcl dnlp-ur~ln t~--'~ si tunt:ion must be clos_ely obs_crveO-, 

nnci thnt, in od(tition, full nt.tonl.i:>n J:ol.l:-:L be li'<:•ct·.><• upon 

u,- nr·. bl 'm· of l:unp:ary. 

1,p, ..:il-~-~l'l·lUJl stnLH.-1 tJ,r\t nll worl< r:1unt. cont;_i_nu n:~.- Ll1ou··n 
~! 

011··\l !.- tJw nllocnd;l<:)n J.mpt">Ve, u,., ,. 

!>I' J!·l /!''i!!J, •· lJilfl::;j 

\.() '-' •\'' i ~;J \ 

f., I. ]' 'I I. l II Jl_l:·'l\i. I I'! ll !l i \. V \ :111: 1_ II /1 ~~(' 'I' fl! IC' n 'i t.n \.: i 

n,-,. ld fli (lt!'lp '• 

.. I "ll 't'l' ' t 1; (~ I } :. ; : I f IJJ . 'J 1 ~ t 11 • :' I \ I 1 ; \ ! ' i ',nl1 >18 whlci: 

l.n,· ., t'•JJ'L !' f:•l';<t.l h''t:<\n·:~~:, L1" ln··•1.i,~· ·;1-·:-:: 
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August 25, 1944 

::. ~ ' . -
Weloome and introduce newcomers,._-.., Messrs~ 
Passman, Kessler, Meyeroff, Ueberall, 
Pomeraniec and Sherman (protem.) Mention 
Shind has left. 

--~ 

lo Review of events that happened since last meeting: 

(a) Efforts ££litically 

(1) Attempts to bring pressure upon Bulgarians 
to take fundamental steps regarding the 
Jewish citizenry. (This problem is still 
·in process), 

(2) Efforts to have Rumanians,permit Jew~ to 
-89 -into Riinguy. 1i. · · n • . . t ,, . ,, 

~ l ·r\.·: \ ~ · . ·I, , .- • 1 {•,- • ...._ 1 : r _; • J ..,; ' ' • ,. 1. 

(3) Relationship with Turkish people'on 
transit visas, travel, etc. New code 
(Exhibit A) for Hungary, July 18 decree, 
Inability of Germans to permit Jews to 
.leave. 

.• 

,,) 

(b) After last meeting-we left for th'e Kazbek ~<: ':~­
Since then there arrived the two other boats,~ \Yi' 

iL ,,_. v{"'l and the sinking of the Mefkura about·:which 
'· ( , ·" ,.. , , . , we have the final reporty Read this ,report. 

'··"• 
1

' • (Exhibit B) ·'/ 'lo,vo\"'v·.~to•<<~, · ,j,.,,, 

' '\ 
•• ~\, :~ •• •• : ,.,~. 1 L. ,.I: '-( 1) Group of _43 -oh.ilqren ·from Bulgaria, 

" . ., \., I ~2) Decision to koep up oUI' rescue work in thls 
" ,l, · ., field. (Exhibit 0- Telegram No. 694) 

i• 

2o 

(c) Numbers of projects of various kinds that have 

(d) 

been submitted! 
(1) Griffel 

(2) Danube boats ( Jabotirisky) 

(AI a-.-)--

Vle.r soars in Tut•key. 

Ohllnging soenel 

(o.) 

(b) 

(a) 

Bulgtl.rio. nnd Jewish quoation 

HUnlaniiln dof<:10tion 

Smyrnie, Salahaldirt1 and porhepa Milkll1 <Jonatanu, 
nnd AlbA JuliA t1•om_ numanla. ·Information . 
:reoo1ved todAy from'Kolbthat tho Salahaldin 
iiLaboUb to leave Wit_h 1 1 000 piiiiiHmge:rllo 

(b)_ VitA and Perin front BUlgnrll\ 

( o) Movement f1•an llungu•y 
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4. Open me~ting for new suggestions. 

5. Position of.the Board that we are proceeding in 
our program of rescue without cessation until 
we have information that the situation does·not 
require it. · 

(a) The condition in Hungary is as bad or worse 
then it was before. 

(b) Bulgaria is a belligerent and the situation 
there requires attention until political 
moves indicate otherwise. We have managed 
to include the Jewish question as a major 
issue in the platform of the Bagryanov Govern­
ment's apparent desire to withdraw from t~e 
war, 

(c) Rumania is still an open question. If· it 
becomes a battle ground similar to Italy, 
as indicated by Gretzianu that it will, we 
may have very serious problems of rescue. 
Our decision is to watch and wait and to 
i'unct:l.on. 
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Au~ust 26, 1944 

Welcome -and 1ntroduoe "flewoomars "-- Aleeln's, 
Passman, Kessler, MQyaroff, Uebarall, 
Pomeran1eo and l3hHrman (protem,) Mention 
Shind hoe loft. 

lo lloview of avonts tlmt happened slnoe last mootlngl 

(n) J•;rrorts E.Q.],_!j;tonlty, 

•1 • 

(h) 

( l) Attomp1;s to b1•;nG Pl'Oarmro upon Tiul;:.ur:luns 
to tnlro fundnmentl.\1 otopa ro(3arding tho · 
•Jewish oit.tzenry, ('I'hln problem ls st.tll 
tn prooo~o), 

(2) l>ft'ort o to hnvo Hnmrmlnno porml t Jaws to 
go ~.nto Hunr.;nry, 

(~i) Holntionsh1.p wl. th •rurkluh peopl~ on.­
traneit visne, travel, eto, No¥1 code 
(i!llthLbl.t A) for Jlun~.ory, July 11..\ doOl'oo, 
Ine.bl.11ty of '1crmonfl to p'n'c'i t Jows to 
ln9.Ve>, 

~rtol' J.P.at· mor.•t..tng w0 l·Jft f'ov tl>a Kr.sbek 
t>lnce thr,n t.hur•) f)rrtvocl the tv10 other bouts, 
nnd tho rJ' nktn,~ of the Meflrurn !(1;-·)\tt whloh 
wo hnvo tlvl f.'innl rMlOl't, lend ·thl (< t>oport. 
( t~xh t M t 11) '' · 

(:l) liroup of ,13 oh.tlrlron from '1\tl_,nrta, 

(P.} D00J nlon tO ltr~op up-our rOE\01.\0 \',.011 1< ·j_r_~. ~.·~·o~r 

f1.oltl. 

(o) tlulllhorn of' projoots or Vlll'l•mH lclnclh hhot; hove 
bo gn Stlln.t t t od : 

(l) ca•Hfol 

(£) no,mba 11onl.o ( .rnilol: l.n1.1ky) 

(~1.) (nonu) 

<lhri'l ~:l.ll, t!O'll1<1 I 

(o) JlnJ._jnl'ln .ntd tlqwl1!h qU•J:d:l"n 

(h) •:n,unt\lnn tl,Jfool;) •11 

(H) !'tl:fl'lllt.l, :··tilnhultlJ.n, tllld fHll'hllpll.l~1llu\ 1 1Joncd;nnllll1 
ntul Albtt ,Jul:tn l'i•01n Htutltlnio:• lnformnt I. on 
t'oo~Jl.VOll toclny fl'Oifl Kolb thnt ilto f·hh•.hnltHn 
to nhbut t,(> lonvo w.t th l,ooc pHnumtft,ot•ll, 

(h·r vn.n '""1 i'c!•lt1 fi•om '1\l;,.ni•fn 
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4. Open meotinc~ for now sucl,~ontions, 

5, Position of tho Board thnt we ·n1•e prooGod lng in 
our prosratn of rosoue wlthout ooseation 1mt:tl 
we hove lnfoi'lllntion thnt the altuation does not 
requivo 1 t. · 

(a) Tho oond!tion in Hune;nry is aa bad or worse 
then H: wno bofo1•o, 

(h) Bnlt~m·in is a bellit;;oront nnd th·~ situation 
, there requires nttention untn poUtionl 

moves lndinnto otherwise. l'lo hnvo mnnn;;ed 
to include the Jow13h queot•on ne n mnjor 
ieoue in the platform. of tho Ilngrynnov Oovevn­
lnent 'R nppnrl'nt··dosi.ro to withd1•nw from tho 
war. 

(o) llur.utnin is Bt:l.ll an open quost.l.on. If it 
baoomee a hattlo ground similar to ltnly, 
llB incliofltod by Ct•otzinnu thnt 1t wlll, wo 
m~'J' hnve vory serious problom1.1 of I'osoue. 
Our d ooin1.on is to v1e.toh end wait n!ld to 
ft>not ton, 
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1. !'urther intet'l'ogation of the captalr,s of li, ,,J<l\UJu~ 
nnd-BtlLBtlL took placil today, 

2, All evidence shows that W~l<KU!m was sunk on August 
5th about 0130'loeoltime,about' 25 miles N, !,,, of 
IGNEADA, by gunfire from one of two (or ~1ossibly throe) 
submarines' on the surl'ace, 'l'he gun USEJd was probnb:cy-
a 20 m/m automatic cannon viith ex!Jlosive missile, 

:5, It is evident that tile skippc'lr of the ;,; ·J''i(IJii'ii loat 
his Lead and nbandonnd ship at tiN fil'st hit; his state­
<::on:t t.hnt; hi> recotvod no warning ls theroforo discounted 
in vi ow of ti"~ · ~ tatem·mts of 

(a) tho cop Loin of tho HllLBIJ'L' ( n st9ady wi those) 
that he saw a I''3d roolcoJt. f'irod on his · 
stnrboox•cl bow at about 2230/4th at 
npnroxirnately tho l')oint where ,,;,,.F :un;,; was 
at thB timo, · 

(b) othor survlv·c1•s or tho i.i.·:F'i\UH"'; W··o state 
that the onnmy voss•Jl n.n~le lamp signals 
in th' dlP'Jotion of the s'htp, Hnd firnd 
a rod rockot, 

4, AooOl'clinv to tho ctiptnin of the i~.·;I'':IU:Il:; thr, nttncl<ing 
vossol camo up frnm r.tsLol'tl 1 i'll'lng IHJ ahe ohm.,, poooc>d by 
tho :ltnl.ioiJUI';i V•iOfh>l to otnrbourd1 still fil'ing, l1}1d 
c···nsoo<1.nht::ad or hot•, ·i·tt·o wnst'i11m o 'Oil>d,on tho ·a.tnghy, 
l.n willoh VlcH'n th':' oa-,tliln nnd ox•.:w o1.' L'w_ voon•Jl, 1'hey 
rn•otw>tly .iump<>rl 011t, nne' t;lr·o rHnrhy wns .hit .thr·•o timc~s 
unrl n:mslw· ·, 

22,1•,44 

llFI'lN;::t{·IFll 
H!nlr Pt·i,l f ctft''·· 1-1 l •7\J 

11\' I! II I'..;·J:·· flni ... SU?..J :( mn 

/ 



~.-- : ~ 
::'"""""-· 

I ' ''i 

"l·'nraphras~ of -'l'al.~gram-:t€fcoivorr· frmY~ 
VitlS'llngtrm as No. 694', J•ugilst 10, 5 PM 

Hirschmann is aant t;,., following telagrar,, (WHB Gabl ,, No, 97) 
fro:· -tho Wo.r liefugna Board, 'l'l'w followln!~ is in roi'orenoo to 
tho -mbnasy's tol.}gro:.1s Nos, 144:0 of ••ugue~t ?, 1429 of i•ugust 5 
and 1437 of August 7, ·l'; H} ainidng of' tw) rafugHe ·ship •.: ~l"KUhAi< 
wit.11 t'"' loss of l:l.vos wb:l.ch Pesultocl is Pogl•otted by thr.l 
Hoard, though tho ao.1 o lll'rival of the ships LiA:.Ii~A and BULl3\iL 
is vor:. mcouro.glne. 'l'h•) t>oard gro:Jatly opprocie:Loa the 
.~,rrorts of Hirschmann and E"llay in connootLn with trio nbovs. 

Jlny.informotion in addition t•J that. which has ulr•3o.dy 
b.;mi furnished O'lllcHrninr, trw alnld.ng of tho f,;;o,'PiWHA will b<J 
upproolfl t.:v: by tho i';ar ltofugoa Boord, thoueh .1 t is opprocluted 
tllut fl•JOUri ty I'l1C:U1.NltnOl1.tB mPy prevont ttw .. eonr11ng of· oertnin 
~~Lolls, · 

\ 

· .. ith ref'·Jr.n~c,~ to tho ,,mbO:aay 1 s t»l:·'lgrGF•'No, ·144-"', tho 
\',m• Hofug'o Boord will fully ~o\tppor•t t:~o· -: ;1ol.sion which you 
ncuk" wlth r•osp•>ot to posotblo futux'•'J voyo[I3B or· tho i:l•.tlenrlan 
or any otlH>t' b'1ots lndlc•·tod ln ttJ;· tolorr•au undrn· ·r-_,f.,r.moa, 
nftr)r you h uvo consul ted wl til tho or! v uto di'fP n1 zationa 
lnvolvCI' and \'.'it'• tl'a •:.mbnrisy, 'l'lt•J ··onrd knows tho.t the 
daolsion which y)n wlll ret{oh will tall~ into O.ocount tho 
c<JJ:tpnl'l.lti.vo rlslm Lo •tn> X'Hfug11os of tuo 1:\nc~;r•tnlntios of' 
B•lU vo~·ns•JD. or the p~rlJ D of' r•omoinlng .in'liunp:ni·y, "unwi11a 
or· <><Jlgn: ta, 1\s tho onae mn:,· bo, it trJ tHlSUnH-Hl that~ tiN 
r<Jfll~oon thomuolvofl hllV b•30n warno·•, l;hroligh th,J approprlnto 
nrivnt.,:~ •Jr!~nntzotic>rls• of t''" t•islt:3 w loh lnioh voyl.lg•HJ 1nvolv •, 
.L'IlO ,! G !JOB bll'll1 tnt'ormad of' th• BbOVo_ Ullrl O[tl'fl•>:f· \Vl th L;lB 
atnLtMonta ubovu, · 

!lOOm) 

/ 
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l'arapht•USG of '1'e1Jgl'EllU l\SOOived from 
'liusill.ngton !HI No. 694, "ue;us't io, 5 I'M 

Hirschmann is sont tiJ·o following telegram (Wl\B Oabl•l Ho, 9'7) 
fi•o· tho Wur hefugue Board, '.Lho following is J.n r13forence to 
tho . mbassy 1 s ·tol·Jgro1ns Hos, 144h of Au·t-,ii::;t '7, 1429 of August 5 
and 143'7 of llugust '7, 'l'••e sinldng of' tln rafugo<~ ship :-·.,:FKUHAlf 
wit.h t'>.i1 loss of livos which resulted is regretted by the 
floard, though tho sn1 o arrival of the ships !;JAJilNA ,and BULBUL 
is vot·:. mcnuruglnr.:. '1'ho t>onrrl gre1utly appl>·ecia"tos the 
qf forto of llir.schrnnnn and 1\•.Jlloy in connocti·~n with the nbovo. 

Any inLol'mntion in ndc1i tion to that wrJ i.cih has !;!J.l'eadJ' 
'tliJon· i'nrn.lshod c•mo·•rnin(O', tho stnid.ng of tho t.li':Ft\UHA will bo 
npproolo ti.ld by tho liar Hofugoe Boord, though 1 t is approo1atod 
t.llut· Boourity x•,wul.remeiltS '''"Y prevent tho srmc11ng of certnin 

<''ll;olls, 

\, l th rel' >1'.)110<' ·bJ th'ii . ,.Jnbns sy 1 s t. tJloe;rllln ,No, 144 ··'• tilo­
'.'.m• Hofttg 10 Bonrd will fully r.uppol't t"le. e<Jol.sion whl.oh'.· J'OU 
mok" w:t.t;h rosn·10t to posslble futUl'<'l vo:;og;13 of tho L\ulger1an 
or uny oth•n• b•Hlts indlo••t•Jtl i.n tlw telo·p.x•uu und<H' r·,f-•ronoo, 
ui' t·ll' you huvo oousul tfH:l with tho p1•1Vnto Ol'f'II niz.at:tons 

. 1nvolvw !lnd \·.·tt!J the ,;,nbu,sy. 'ffi.) ·onrd knows thut tho 
-llooJalnn whtoh J't:llt wlll reH6h will tnk•) into aoriount tho 
oomom•nt..1.vo rlolts 1;o tnn .I'••JfHg•J.os of tnn uno,,r•tnlut:los of 
B•Jt\ vo;tagtlB OI' l;hs p•.•r·IJ 11 i.>f' I'emnl.nln1:. in llungnl'Y, ~'<unl!lnia 
Ol' "ulp,l\1·lu,· 1\ll the Ofll1<1 mo;: lHh_ It ls' l\B9Uilltlc1 \,hnt l,h•J 
rnfugoiJB tholllnolvos hnv·· boon waPno<t 1 Lhx•tmgh th"' uppt'opl'into 
•Jrl.vl\to •)l'l'!llll:tnl;i(•rlfl 1 of' ''''" t•lslta w ioh nuoh voyogus involv ·• 
Iho .1'•0 hull br1nll l.nJ.'ormM1 of tb" ubovo ilml llf.•.ro.,n wl th t •• ,e 
otnl.·li>IOlltS nbt\VQo 

.~. 
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l•'urther interrogation of the captains of l/J@'lilli~J~ 
and BULBUL took place today. 

All evidence shows that Mb.'V,KURE was sunk on August 
5th about 0130 localtime;about 25 miles. N. ~:. of 
IGNEADA, by gunfire from one of two (or .possibly three) 
submarines on the sur race. 'J:he gun used was probably 
a 20 m/m automatic cannon with explosive"Jllissile, 

It is evident that the skipper of the Jlir•l<'lillftE lost 
his head and abandoned ship at the fil•st hit; his state­
ment thAt ho received .no warning is therofor•o di.scount.ed· 
in view of the ~tutements of 

(a) tho captain of tho BllLBUL.(a steady witness) 
that he saw a r•o_d r;oclwt rlred on his 
sto.rboard bow at .about 2200/4tll at 
aporox:lfnately the oolu t wller•o J.h,,F\,UHf~ was 
at tho_timo. 

(b) -othei• sur•vlvcn'S or the ra.~l''l\IJHI~ wno stut•e 
that the en.;uny. vessol made lnmo tdr;nals 
in .tho di I'ection of the shlp, und i'irou 
a ,r•od rocket. 

,!, 1\ccor•dlnr to tne- cHptQ.in of \;he hli!a•'liUHJ~ tlw attacidng 
VO!Hlol camo up i'l'olll UEH•OI'Ilo l'iPillf1. lllcl she onm.~, nnssnd by 
tho stntio11!ll',V vessol ho starboard, ntil.L rlr•lng, and 
Cl'ni'lSotl· nhoad or her, l•'ire·was thnno·•onud on ttte' dinghy, 
ln which WAI'o tho or.btain .. nnd ci·-~w oi' tt10 vessel. They 
nronm\;ly ,lumped out 1 ond the dl.ii.f!J'Y wns hl \; \,lu•eo timns 
nnc1 t1JHl\shoc! • 

22.n,44 

/ 
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MINUTES 

of a Meeting 
of the OperatinB Group .of Relief Organizations 

at the Office of the War Refugee Board, Istanbul 
-August 21, lszt4, 4:45-p,rti, ·-

'£hose present: I, A, Hirschmann, Herbert Katzki, Heuben 
hesnik, Charles Passman, Zeev Schind, l!:hud Ueberall, Chaim 
Bar las. 

Prior to the meet lne;, Mr, ;;chwei tzer tBlenhonffl to say 

,, 

that bocaus<3 of other ene:agements which he had made and which 

he wasnot able to cancel, he could not be present, 

hlr, ulrschmann opened the meeting by requesting inf'orma~ 

tion concerning 'the investigation of the liiefkura sinking. 

tie. re>)orted that the United States Naval Attache 1 s office 
- '\ '-

was not able to mal'e anyone, available to attend the examina­

tion which would be made of the resncctive captains of the -::;".fkttra and the Ll{('!:_~!.l!· . e reoortod, hownver, that the 

British ~nval At~ache agrood to make available to him a ~6py 

of· their report when it ha,s been prenared, 

Mr. Bnrlns stated that the examination of the two captains 

wns eXI)•1ctod .to tniw nlace within. the next fCJW dnys, uuch 

i)c:nminotion should not b<3 marla: solely from ti1e t;echnlcal 

uoinl;.()f-vlow; whlch lill{'Jd; bo t;bs.~ of' t.he NRVol Jlttacho, but 

fr•om tho. poinLof view,of the Poscuo or·vru1tzntionn, in.orcltn• 

Ills own vlow wns 

tlwt beotH:nlo o.f tho lnst-ml..nuto '1'0dlstJ•l.butlon ui' t;he. naasnn­

f'"l'B umoue: t,h:l Llu>'efl bonts 1 such liato 'might; not bn !Wnllnbl., 

ln "Umnt11o. "'J hlmu,lr in !lOlH\111[:' t;o Uuotwi'•JBt th• 111.\loiOS or 

Lh" !HHR.\ll nnsU!'.Q.!'ln.o, DOBO'ltlf!n!'Bt so ~hut l;l!l'nllv n nt'tH)•lflB 

o[' ~llmtnl\l,[on thn nnnrnn •lf' Limn• ''II ;,·tiacf,l•2.flil_~I,:Q mlftht; IJq 

JJH.J.Ith•y lt!lrl b•H)l1 lilOrlO b·• lll'!l'!bOl'il {)[' tho .lf!l,~\llh•ll oi"Wl.Ait 

~lll!lmunlty p,j'f·;·"''''tnv l"'";t•f;n Liinl l3u lJodloo 1\nd.bn.,n \'lnnlln<l 
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ashore along the Black Sea coast, It appears that this report 

is not true. 

Althoug" l.lr, ::;imond of" the International Red Cross seems 

to question the report that the Mefkura was sun\{ by gun-i'ire, 

dlscussions with the i'ive survivinf( passengers definitely 

indicate that this is true, 

lvlr, Schind statet'i tl1at one of .the l3ritlsn naval officers 

said that he woulu make an assistant available to talk to 

the captains of the Bi!lblll and the lli<c,fkUr•a, 

h:r, Hirschmaru1 introduced tne subject of' the telegram 
,. 

rec .. dvec. by l';ir, .oimond from the Inter·national hed Cross 

delegate, 1\olb, in Buchal'est, by readinp.: the ·;telegram of' 

1\ugust lG to the meeting (copy attaclied to these minutes), 

with raference to ~he status of Mr. ~issu in emigration work 

and t>~.e nrooosed saiHng of the Alba Julio •. ,., Simond wanted 

to rel)ly~ on tfie pl'()Cedinp: t•·riday or ;;,aturrlu;y, "~gust 18 or 

lP, but hn hncl dissuad(ld him from doing so until. the matter 

coul<l be dlscilss<Jd among tf)e reprosontatives of thll relit\f 

o·r(!nniZlltl(:Jns, h:J>, l:lal'lal:)-r!norted that h'l hnd cabled 

~lssu oon.l'trmlng thnt he Wl\S the l'epi'es3ntutiv(l or tho 

Jowlsh·Afwnoy>Hnd tnnt fie hns.Pl_o1~ n.ouv9i~ l•·· ,;o whnl;ov.•r 

ls iHJCf)fl!lll1':: wltl1 l'cl"lll'•' to '"''' i;utJln sil.\tntlon •. "" thinks 

thnl; z;.tssu J•oqltlror n· stl'ongU),mlru. 01 Ills Jns !\.I on ln 11ls 

0 nnnbln "" llltJw:ll:w tho hub ln mntLor', ·' · \IU'i 1: :vloml 

h<I', oltnoll" t.-'. lid'or·m l\o]b V· Lhn nf'f'ent ~IH•t. ll S'-ll I,, tilf' 

r•nni'"nontoLiVi1 of Lit··· ,r..,wt.nh 11f'i111c:: l11 ornlt'l'"l;lnn n:nl;t;er·s, 

of ~ol'o i'nflrllllfillo 

.. ·wl nh ll(•nno~·, o:nl'lnll llilnll]<l lnnl.l'll<Jt 111m s • 1Cli'icnlly nfl 

/ 
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discretion, but he shouldbe informed that the Orat is not 

to be elimTnated until ·a"hother organizatf"on.has ·been estab;_ 

lished through which shins can be) sent, It is this function, 

namely, whid10rat now snrves. Mr. Barlas stated that·hc is 

sending a second cable to Zissuordering the prompt dispatch 

of the ships now in Constanza. iie agreed to make copies of' 

both wires ·available to fior, ·Hirschmann,· 

Ivtr, hesnik stated that the JDC had received complaints 

about the·· Orat, but neverth.elass 11ad advised i•tr, l<'ildermann 

that the Ora t should go ahead with its work.. nowever, if 

comolaints continue, Bnd the flow of pe~ple is impedecl 

because of the u.iffin'ences in leadership,. the question !Jhould 

be reviewed. 

~!r, l'assrnan reoorted that u>Jon the eve of Ills (feparture 
r• , 

from Pal"stine to Ist,anbul wires wei•e r·eceiV•3d by ii•r, l\.aplan 

from Zissu vin Swi tzorland to tho efi'Rct ti1at if Zissu is 

not ~ivan full contr•o'r· or elnigration work, the flow o1' 

r8ru~oes wilL stop. 

fl•r; i:lcil.l.t1d vto<J .. or tlw opinion tltnt il' hir, Zinsu r •• pr•J-

son ts· tho ·J ow ish Agoncy, : rmd ls doing his. wort{ properly, he 

.~ 

ls obliged to work. with W1o O~nt and fo make e~ery 0ffort Lo 

Bl'lnrl '"J IsLflnlml :t•hose,Slil••~;~ whtch nt·a nov/ r:•orly nncl nvalit·bl.fJ 

in C>nf1t.nnzo, t•r,.Z.tasn oP]Hi.l'flnt1.:i _dP.sJ.r·"s t.·,. ·•llmlnnt;e 

lnvolvlry". tll" ot.nt.us c>.f' vori.c•liB ,Jowls,· li('fJnc:, "''o 1•, 'or• 

Uv·\r• t•osp.-!(.\1,1vr,, or'r'nnlzntlolw in not. on ln \"htch I" ol'n 

lntijp!·-.·re 1 hut. i~>nt. Ill·· fpt ... ,.ntH . .' or Ll•o \'olli' l\ofuvon ·<'onJ•rl 
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lilr, Barlas analyzed the telegrams be had received from 

Zissu concerning the proposed voyage or tl~e Alba .Julia, 

'l'he orouosals were based upon tbe trnnsoortation of 4000 

passenr,ers. l'his would cost, according to the oroposals,_ 

two hundred million lei, plus 20 million lei for insurance 

of the equipage, plus 30 million lei for other internal 

costs, ~his would aggregate 56,000 ~ei per person, or 

13 pounds, -'-h~ insur•ance of the boat would. cost additionally 

12 pounds uer uer'son, If the numbar of passenr·ers were . . ._," 

reduced to 3,000, ttJe costs per passengers would b~ l? pounc;s 

ulus 12 pount:s, 
~yv~,--.J 

\,1>.. ~~ uroposed that five milll.on Swiss francs be 

--de')OSi ted as an l.nsur·ance guaPe.ntee for th•3 value of_ the 

vessel, in the evnnt that it is lost, or alternatively that 
:l-

ins~roricn bo p~rchased with,insurance companies. Accordirig 

-to htl', tim•lris, Lite uromlmn PU to would- be 12 p<Jr cent, _Jiccor-

rllng l;o the telegrmn, it v1oulcl b.·, ooS)Jiblo for• tht·J ~ Julia 

-~o lnave wl.td.n- t;eil doys, U' !'1.hanc1 nr~ details l.lnd nccessDr;y 

-mdohol'lzntionB c(,ulrl b~ v.I.Von inunodiatoly. 

i;•r, lilpsohmhlln w-as of t.ho_ opinl.on thct \.his question or 

the• ,JDG togclohor• 1 um1 sugfuJstoc' tttol; tills b•J donn subj<Jc\; 

ln Cons Lunzn, anti tho jr.l;).cn wtll-- "'' d opR ''t Lrw •~l!c,l'\;ly f'I't.>r• 

Vut·nw t.o GnJ,(tl,!>nr.n, In Od•ii.LI(•fl, tL j_,, coitl;ili!IP.lu.t-.,_,, t·-I,ut. 

two· ll<ltHt.lnnu.L .. uoiiLs be s-.nt. J't•nm l•JLt\nbul rot• th•J IJIIbOJ>){UI.l<'ll 

of" 1'·-·f'l\f'".l'"S ln HUIIIOillO, '' r•,Jil.l'BOIIJOIIIHI iJmiliiOLI) z.tlll ti>O 

l.nlllnT'Innc'l of' lno'!lnrr l;ho-·HJ'>'le l't'cml hHrnnnl.n nt-. Ln·' nnr·ll·>nt. 

tinBR:lbJ.-, Jll;>t:\OllL_j_ IJ<J tli~ \; til•• \·illY W•lli.l.'! l>" "l··oJ' ('"p l.lw 

pf!-('ltr-o·Hl I'J'OJh lillllf;lll':/ \n i;!JfJ -ov·Jnt thnl: t.hn SrJV '!'t<l ot'OtltHJnd 

-~ 
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Hungarian rei'u~ees be permi tteri to remain in Humania until 
. . 

their onward voyage is possible, it will. be necessary for 

the good of the work in general to move them promptly. 
~ 

Under such circumstances the way vrou.ld be cleared and boats 

available. 

Ntr, Hirsclunann read a meHioranclum dated August·l4 

c~mcerninr; railroad transoortation from "ul_E,ari~ ~---lie 

reoorteci that according t·a this memorandum movement from 
I 

riulgaria may 'take ·place via railroad should it become 

apnarent that the Vite.rod the <'irin are unable·tc.f engroge 

in a shuttle service between Burgas and Istanbul, 

!Iii', Barlas reported ipat ne had received teleerams 

to \;he effect that 140 children were reaciy to come from 

Humnnl.a but that the '.Curkish-Consulh~d refused the necess­

ary visas, _interpreting his inst-ructions as meo'nlntr that<: 

ho is permitted to [.':rant visas only lor sea travel. 'l'!Jis 

matter has rioW boon claririoct. 

1.,r, llarlas report<>d further th"t he had sent 1,000 

Pales Lln'l ceJ•tU'lca te- confirmat.tons to '"'ul• ru•ia, t<J be used 

as a ~oasis foP 'l'urkish tNmsit visa ripplieatH>ns. !'or ovoJ•­

lnnd t.i•ovn1.,. 11nrl t. -~tt bo-th· __ '-'UchnPont rmc.l l>uun'HJfl\; lwei bnen 

odvlsed c.t' t.f1e genet·al ovol·nll Of',l'e•ll!l•·n\; ccrw·.·rnlne. Tul'l<inh 

i:.J•nnntt vlsn'' wldch hn,; bnnn mn"'' b,,- t.l!o l'ttPJds" l'•.H'n.lfln 

1•11', .:>ohlncl ho.d l'nc<JlVnd o 01b.Lo Lhpt. 1'·\tlf'{ll'l.Bn ott\chor-

-l dr1's w_0uld ni>l. norm_l_l-, l•lto V l tJ! nrHI .:.'Jrln. t,, J.·>nv ,,.,J.,·ol'1.n 

commun·i t.:; '''''< lnv. Lhn (; Lh•l niHJ~IllllVOl'H nt··· J'•lndy !'or t.tw 

.. )-!'J.!! 1111d !H• _lh_inlrn o.lrnL ,,,.,._. wlll bo n!>Jn t.o """··I'L ahol'tly, 

ln hlt1 uul.nlnn, P•:<JJJ]" l.n IJ<_tlrn)•-lo nt•n ~~t.tll pr•nnfll'<J<l t.n 

/ 

-~ 
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condition of Jewish people .in ·that country will be ameliora-

ted. 

l>lr, Hirsclunann advised the meeting that the order on 

the nart of. the rlulgarians which had been holding up the 

departure of the Vita and Pirin has been cancelled. 

lv•r .• hh•sc'llllarin reoorted briei'ly on the. poll tical si tua­

tion in Bul[aria, insoi'ar as the Jewish peoole there are 

concerned, rie had.l·et it be kn-cvm to the.Bulgarian author-

ities that as far as the United States Govarnment; is concerned 

they· desire that emigration from Bulgaria tak~ plo.ce on a 

voluntary uesis, arid tha.t it should not be.a· forced emigra:-

tion, because of the failure on the part of the i:lulgarian 

authorities to eliminate the anti-Jewish la\'i.s._ ln his 

on inion, the numbel' of' Jieoble who will want to .f'!migrate 
' - - -.---l- -

from uulplU'iR will be substnntially reouced, should. repre-

sentations concerning the elimination of tho anti~Jewist• 

laws be cnrrlecl out. (~uite possibly, however, the young 

poople mn;o/ s_tlll wont to emlgr~te. lri the mean\lnile, tho 

Unit9d ::ltatns Uoverruni'H1t hns 1'oo\1ested ilmbassadot• Harriman 

ln J,losc61V t~::~ males such roprescJtltatioris us mlght bB r,.,a-sible 

toe ilnllst· thri 8\.tpuort or tne hussinn Ociverl1lll·,nt in oorrundinp: 

i;he Bnll't11'iuns to tole·,· nmoU ot•n t.ir1i~ s L•H>s in L tH J'·•ln tionships 

toVIfll'dfl tho .Jown. 

J,ir, !Jnrlns SUfU•es ted ti•nf_slrfeo tho lllll<Y (;•wnt•nmAnbt 

l>nlt· ci'tt:iol·'"d t;,n Rotluns or th;., sot<.•lli.to·countt·les ln 

Uto\ our•iil. now to '!l.l)nt•ove .t11e not.loll tn,;>~n by t.ho Ul.JlJ',IlJ'ion 

,,,,v !l'lll!i•ntl., ··!lnhld tt chonpo tt:i 'pollo:i In thnt. eonnoot,Lon. 

ln tid 11 comf<'ln-_tlon. i>-~'• ld '''"-'Jw,nlln lt\tllont•HI l.iint Lh<l .idH'. 
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Mr. ~arlas stated.that he had received a telegram -. 
to the effect that 2195 persons are ready· to leave Hungar:v 

and are in possession of rlun(i;arian exit and human ian transit 

visas, 'but that G-erman consent for the departure of the·so 

peonle is still required, 'l'h ., organizalions in Hungary are 

pursuing thls matter further, 

l~tr, Passman Pl'osented the offer made by r'alestinian 

transportation companio&· to mar\e avallable 400 lorries for 

tr•ansoorting rei'uge•3S, lhiR was discusssd in. the meeting, 

and the gromeral inmress.ion was that complexities arising 

out of the sho·r~age of gasoline, the necessity l'or crossine: 

military zones, tr•uv•ylL•g ti"lrougi1 Axis countrles, mip:ht. 

make such a proryoRal unfeasiblo. lt wns decided thnt this 

offer s: .auld be inves tip:ti ted fur thew us· tq~i ts practicability, 
. - .-. i 

ro.r, 0chind, ·who exoect•1ci tob•o o<Joartlnr,,·ror• l'aler.·.tlne 

on 11\W.liS t 24, took occasion to axuPeBS b.lu tbnnlw i'dr tho 
. . 

assL't·onoo trncl cc•oiJHl'Ht.lon wi1lch liB hod recelVtJd l'ront \XP 

\'inr H i'ur;ee_ ll··•·l'rl ln oonnoo~ion with thnL nurt or the 

l;roollf'lJnPtnl;lon or l':>l'ug<'h'B tn w••i.cL h•' nnd his- ns8nclnt~s 

t!onl'ti wntd.<l· t\nut.lnu" it;o fl'ionclly ·Jff'ol'~s \11 colltdJOJ'I.\~l 11 

wlt.ll ·oiB Ull!luc.l!ll;os who wll.l J'nnnln ln 1·\;nnbul Lo 0'"'''Y 

nu~H\1 1 ·J· lltm lf lJ~~--l ·cu-Iil:.ltu_tln-,:,.-- R-9!:\_~.s-~uoon 91' tnn '1H\1' llol'u,.rnt_l 

i39t1_1 1(l nnn -n~f\{ •r.l, )ti_t \.t_l t_;,~t-l ilJ~l Cf)linor.ll·'f\ ln l!PJ·:·tt\11'1 

t_ll,i[Hll'll!.-1-=- PL ul-1:· P•'-• 

., 
<•'l'loo>t'l. ,-,n(h;d 
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At tachmnnt_t;_o _ _k:l,_nu t_es. 

Les corr.,spondants des institutions .iutves, qui ont 

ma confianoe, m'ont montr~ le ttiHigrru'llne qu 1 ils ont adr0sse' 

a Istanbul, et me d"mandel}t de l'apnuyor>'Einer>giquement, 

Je vous prio de vou1oir bien faire con~ren6re i 

Istnnbu1, qUA 1 101tA'l' dolt gtre cefinitivement ecar·te, et qU0 

RUBIN, ~ontr~ 1cquel exi~Le~t des priefs·s~rieux, dolt etre 

cone;6di~; sans ct.-, telles rnosures, 1 1 emirtra tlon ju.t ve sera. 

grav0ment com9romise, 

La qu,~stip·n doit ~trH •)l1GPH V>s mains.de !It, ZISSU, 

qul. Hst tin homme integra et aopuyi3· par le Uouvernemcnt. houmain. 

Cod. d' aut ant que 1 1 or( pr~voJ. t 18 prd~:,ain passage d 'un gl'iuld 

' 
11011\bt'O d I emir:rei3 hOll[':l'OiS, 

L' ol'i'l'f!tmn•mt :du ba teuu J\LBJ\J tJI,Iil se pi'Bpare n t ·aora 

uti1tsn nottt· 1 1emlp-t'nl;lon .iti'squ 1n Istvnbul. La ~aoaolt(J <ie 

Lu C1U'"-•tlon <:lo 1' nchnt; rl-•s t1oux bat•;aux roumui.ns 

flt;_utlonllull ''nnB .lo not•l. ri 11HLnnbot.l •1st do 11::Jl\VOtiu il 1 1oi•([Po 

du -Jou.~·, 

nutt•o 'l'f'lllol.Omo ,Itt \.J' pouvnn\; ['fll'nnl 1.1' \111•• sonuuo <leo b ntllliuns ('I) 

fllf,j,d; •iu_flfl'tl't'lof o 1111 Fi\IJli •:, 

l.nlb 
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MINUTES 

.of a Meeting 

_.,.. .,, 

of the Operating Group_of Relief Organizations 
in the 01'fice of Mr. Barlas, Attgu1lt 17;- 1944, 7:00p.m.~ 

Vn!•N 
'))1·~! {II(.; 

. ·~r''f ,('~ 

'!'hose present: I. A. Hirschmann, Herbert Katzki, Zeev Schind, 
heuben nesnik, David wchweitzer, Chaim Barlas. 

Ivlr, Hirschmann opened the meeting by sug;;;esting ti1at it 

would be advisable at this time to review the projects for 
--------- --.~-~-"··---"""--

evacuating refligees from humania by sea, in view of the 

Mefku~ disaster.- In this connection, he alluded to WRB 

cable No,· 97, Mr. Bar las reported that a small committee, 

cons is tine; of htessrs • i3arlas, hesnik; and. i1iej'erhoff, is 

investigatinp: all tl1e facts, as far as they c·an be ascer­

tained; rep;arding the sinking, and that a full report will 
..;l 

be made upon the conclusion of their ir:ivestirwtions, In the 

meanwhile, it is his opinion that evacu~tion by sea from 

Rtm1ania must contine, 'and he has alreacy wr1tten l•'•r •. Zissu 

to thn t eff'ec t. 

!VIr, i<esnilr stated that the f•ioflm£.!! survlvol'B ani! the 

HllJ,bJ\l passengers with whom he- spolre felt that tho- danr\ers 

of sea t.rimsDorta1;ion W<H'o ora tty s tr•ong; and that HOllie thine 

nor'A oueht to be ·done tn t<H'IIIS· of safet;v if movem'mt; b:; n·Jn fs 

to ·1:1on l;inuo, If IttUnmi .I an navol oscort.s or th" bon to uo to 

Bnl~,al'illn wotors c.:•ulr, be secur•erl, wily could 11ut slu•llur 
-,. 

nni'n t:v mo!lsur•es bci tnlwn l'o},' the vo.v nr,o boy on< thn 1. 1ioin VI 

'l'oltW'l'llP•B whIch t\o hod sor~n nnd whlch VI•H'n bel n,, son!; \;o 

;.,p, Uchlnd nolnt.itl o1d; thrit 1-!weHLlflnl.lons of l.hn dtHIHl'-

1.1'>1' OJ'" n·ol. :v"t c''!nnloto. Jnf'tll'lllnt.lon \.htw f'nt• to hnnd wns 

t.llll t t • o J.,ofl!Jl.!'.\! i;Pnvoll rnl w I \;hout llp-l!bo nnd l!il1t wut•nllll'-'' 

(to.;,. i.h•• nt<tuol<hw boni;u .l.hhl. t.he_t!.<.J.f.d.l!.l~Q sto•· .ltn onvlnr>rJ 

- rmd nt.nwl by _VI<ll'n <ll!!_t•eyn_i·llo<i, J t ls lHn-,or·tnnt to I< now wl"•thnl' 
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similar sj.gnals to stop_were recei~ed by_ the Billbtll and 

·exactly what the circumstances were under wnich :i. t did stop 

and subsequently_ continue il;s voyage, 

·rhe thrae rotugee boats were escorted b;,• ~umanian vessels 

and sailed under G.3rman permission, under snecific instruc­

tions as to route, J:hese are .factors which have a bearing 

uoon the investigation, ·~he insurance companies are also 

cbecldng up on the facts, 

I·;Jr, Barlas suggested that an effort be rml.de to secure 

tite assistance of members of Lhe American and i3ritish 

Attaches offices in conduc tine; the inquiry, J>n• •. i::icr1ind was 

of the opinion that until the investie;ation was finist·•ed 

there should be no change in policy regarding movement by 

ship,_ Perhapspeo •10 ,.in humania wil~ b0 unwilling to travel 

by sea, but: this would be their decisiol"\' and not ours, It 

is only by rnovinf•· poople from humimia that it. will be possible 

to assist· r-3fUp:oes- from llungnry ·who will be d<)p~ndent upon 

hu111anian t.rll.nsit facil :ttl.erJ, · It c;houlri uo rio ten that the 

~.£!'.!'.!!!:~was the first sldo whJch was a casualty after olght 

otilol's had sucoessrully oom•JlotEJd tneir• trJns to lsl;ll!Jhul. 

,.,r, Dchwol t7.oi• i'ol L .tlJHt .nooplo .ln i!LmJUniu tn•o ir; pos:;esaion 

or all the Tnol;s, nnd- Lho;, wlll decide as to 'III<Othel' 01' not 

the:; w:l.slJ to tl'avel by s._!J_u, 111 1,he moE11ll'lhtl•J 1 tiJEJ;r_ niust be 

r.tlven :L•10 ounor\,unl.ty Lo mttl\e t.hnlr• own d•wl11lnJJ .ln Lhiu 

i,,,-, lll!'sohn·,rtrw rmnnu_nl'J 7-fHl t"e ''oel.tl··n hy ~tn!-:lrw I,,_,. I. It 

wns llf!I'ootl by all nt•oermt .tn "rtnel_,,le ao to the n""'' J'ol' 

c(J!l\;ln\t.lllfl ann··I,!'H1Sll0t;tntloiJ, lioi'IOV<!I'J thin loo<.lo to St~Vfl;l\1 

quuotlonol first., wiHtl. onftl;y "'''-'VI.fllons cnnllo tnl:on l'ol' 

_l'HLul··•·-vo;!nf"'nl ruwi'n· L:r 1 l'ot•_ wh<tn nht•l I 1.hn shl"r, h·' JJIIJ<ln 

RVI!Uiibli:J, fot' muno.niollr>1 ilul1 ndono, or• ''tlllf'l'l'll'lll'l! tm•l t.hlr•clly, 

who\ ,Julti'{Gtl t.• '' dw,rit•l;ui•r! •>f 1h'l ~~'Lrl.!.!.Q• !!.!.~~.iJ.iJ.l. nncl ::~Q~IJ.:J!· 
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Mr. ::lchind stated that it was- iliipossiolc to answer the­

last question definitely,-but it was the opinion of his group 

in the absence of other information that the dele.¥ was the 

result of internal politics, He can only hone that, b_e<;Jause 

of various steps which have been taken, such discorci will not 

arise in the future. Zissu,. l''ilderrnann, and Petrusca all 

were involved in the dissensions, Some of' the dela:y s may 

have occurred because of the metHO'ds of' financing transports-

tio~, which involved the choosing of' people w,ho are. in a 

position to pay sufficient ~ums for their passages to cover 

internal expenditures which must be made inftumenia, 

If the .llellacita or other Bulgarian boat can be sent 

at once tu Constanza, this ,;hould be dono, '!'his will have 
. . . . . 

a good moral effect even if it must sail with a small 
·.\ 

number of people. Indeed, orders have already been ''disnatched 

t0 Constanza thut thei:>aluhaldin be sent off, carrying any 

number of oersona,, however smn.ll, who are· wU linv 'to m!ll<a 

the trl." at t11is time·, ln a _coblo f1•om Buchoi'est, dnted 

I\ugust 14, i•ir;· ::lchind' s grouu V/HS ncivisect that nrrongemonl;s 

for tne rebuilding ,.,r tl•e Salnhaldin nrc polnl( on, 1mrl lt 

will. be r•etH.\y to mnke tlw trip within tile ri•1x\;. few rlr•ys, 

l•lth th1!:!.l!!YXO:~.• 11 lwwlae_, pr•er>tu•ntlons for• accornociatlng 

oosstllll'<ll'fl m•_e f~ol.nv !'tn•wn!ii,, ln til B or>lnlon, th1 wor•Jc munt; 

p:t' .on b·rHH\tJB•~ :nt thin moment \;IJ'Jre- tn no ol.lwr nolutinn t.o 

li;J•,"Hellnl.lt _wa.a ol' '"'" op.l.hion thnt u> t·J tho Pl''lllOnt. 

tlmn bi er•o \'11-l!l no fncbor• lti lhn. 9'ttunt.t-on wltlol· ;•ilonlcl l'l\\100 

-..._ _,: 

lllla•aiwtnr• "'tnilpmnllt wno ,nnh onLlnf'ooLol'y. ll11n Vl<ll'O 

nnf'!'l!1lnnt."ln·munhr>t' 1 but; dnt'tcl.,nt In· qtwllt.y, 'l'!t~J··~ Wol'n 
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could speak 'l'urkish, and neither the captain nor the crew 

membBrs knew any other language. f•leens of egress from the 

boat were lil<ewise inadequate. 

According to l;,r, Scbwei tzar, the version of some oi' the 

people was that it was impossible for toe. ~o•efkura passengers 

below decks to g•et out of the hold. In his opinion, .clarifi­

cation should likewise be secured of a current renort that 

lb per cent of·the passengers must pay for the voyage in 

order to cover in t0rnal expenses, or the departure oi' boats 

is dAlayed. 

'"r, Bnrlas stated that any refugee can leave nwnania 

without paying transoortation, .and that u 1 to the pres<mt 

timo no refugee has been ,required to oay.t i'or his voyar~e. 

/lir, Hirschmann th6upht it advlsable to,--vii tllhold; .judgment 

ui1T il ti!A-fu :rr-:r;:;)ort -or the Tnv ,estivu Elnf• conuni t teH b•3 

Nlcelveil, but that; in the mnam~hiln all efforts ror; S•Ht 

transnoi•t shotild cont;lnue. l'ho oosslbllltles that oscorts 

bo s·ont. \'1.\.t<~ t•to boi?.LB who are ubJ.e to intot•npeL languag•3B 

!'oum\ 1 thnL oll pessonF Jl'~· mu:.t w·1lll' th d I' J.ife.·btdts ot: oll 

t.lme,J 1 t.hnt. no>\. morn l.lmn one sh.l'.' shoul.·i· tJ .. eli Pou\;cJ nl; nlly 

.lll \.ld 11 eomJnotlon 1 tns tl'\to l.tulll!- l_lllVo nlPond;, hoon 8c•nt tn 
--- -

iluohtH'<lr. t. t-., ;Jinbal'k no n\OI''J t.n1111 400 pnsr• 'Ill',,.,, ·'ll Ll•·l 2!l!.oJ~<!._.I,_l_~, 

on wh loh 1 t wn OJ'ir:l.nttlly D lnnfl'lll \.n :l'lfl'i u<lU, 

f.;p,_ CTH•nclui\lll1il A.llBilllR•A lntt'•H'IIood !'·'!' ilocunnl<in tht! 

ninllllc1)', tu vtlHol• _\.l;o:.c)JJ\l_!Lill; pWnn•HI!''ll'O ·c: "'" t' c•ll VH<i l!ll<.i 

rJhoil<ll''"-' _In lrl ••n\>'11, 
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in the matter of organi-zation. ii.r. tiarlas thought 'that the 

refugees were sa tis l'ied and that everythinf!' went all right, 

It must be taken into· account that the local people who 

assist0d in the work at the- ,lewish school where -the Deople 

were shel to red· were v1 i thout experience in the matter. ,,-,r. 

hesnik~6inted out that the school facilities wero noL set 

up for the kin6 of service which was expecteo. of them, and 

that in his opinion the matter was handled satisfactorily. 

hlr, Sc··1weitzer stated that on th3 whole. 'the work was 

d. one satisfactorily, but was of' the on inion that there was 

substantial room r~-r improvement in terms of the organization 

oi' the work :ln providinr medical assi!;tonce and oLher ty>Jes 

of aid, "1 thoup:h the 'Jin:lnr:-room was Wfilll organized, thel'e 

was substnntial room for imor•ovement 1n otfwr nr·n,-,cts of 

the wort,, 

!liP, llil'schmnnn, to sum up,- felt that lt was important 

many of whow hllVe llnd exp•Jrlr;nco in the movement or l"':t'ngo.~s 

!.!]·. d h•sct•mann t·nquHs ted inl'ol'mn tlon '''ll ·fll'• ill I·' LiH• B l;n t.un 

o(' th, S;:__, ~.h~.~ 1infl _tt}~!.l~• 1u1'• ._)o.Jinr' J'nlHJl't;od thnt he nnd 

nt1nt;_ ot·~hn•f\ t. ·, 1i\ll'f-!t\B "u !Jil¢n:qu"" ". t. ~nn br:H' t-.n t'nv cl~~1Hu·tttl'•l 

""L wnn wl tt~tHtt "'"'lN, I·'"• I'Pl'lnn1 <Jxn-,rl onco ln obmmunicn­

Ll.ng wLLit-t.he ol'!'lci.!LI. ,towloh ill'h!l_o;. J'O\Jl'>lllRtltnLiV<' \11 

l3ul.f1BI'l0 ]\ i{nV/.l.fln l'c1iiti.liJOIC without l'OS•'>OilSilo lJtn 1'"'"'·-•ll f'Ol' 

l.ho_ nbormoo of t•onll<HI J n not inw'I/IJo 

,.,,._i,lolr fi·•til\1i1 1 hnnatwn.nt' llle )o\_tl_tlmr_r\ <il!lnnt-n•, -YI'Jl''! 

---~lltn'lllllnv '·" !.nh" tn'l_ -i•fuli --or \.11•• _o"'' vr~~,,-,,, na oqJ•hnps 
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for example thl'l refugees who had entered Humania, In any 

event, this matter io boing followed up closely, and if no 

resoonse is received within the next thre-a-·or-·I'our-J:l.!ly_s_, 

other steps will be taken, 

Mr. Harlas then read to the mectinp: a letter dated 

1\ugust 12, Hi44., which he haci received from the British 

C:mbassy in Ankara, sununarizing the t'"rms of- an agreement 

which lwri been marlo by the •rurldsh l•'oreign Uffice with ref­

er•.:mce·· to the issuance of' 'l'urkish transit V;iBae'' to applicants 

thorofor in rlungary, numailia and tlulgnria, f\110. who- were-in 

poasession of certain documents as a basis for suoporting 

their rc:ques ts, 

In the above connectiQn, i·~tr. llirschrnfMln read in i'ull 

the .mtire toxt of' the trilefl'Om V1t1ich w!ls sen,t by the t>ri tlsh 
- .. c. 

~mbossy· in J\nltUl'H to the l•'oreign Uff'ice, Lontion, aitci wh:lch 

gnvn ln detail ti•e te.i'ws· of' tho u_greenH3nt. ue ro~Joryed t. ot 

l!e hod us;wd bit•;- ;)tmond oi' l.::o ll'itornaLional i!ed CPosn to 
,--= 

:l.n!'orm Intor•cr•oOfJ dnJ.oe:o t.os in "llungur•y, liumnnla nnd JJulgorin 

ol\ t:he 'l'urll'ish tPt~nsit vion·!'ncl.l:ttlos now mn<le noss:tblo 

lllO coni'.l.rmotl.ons to t.hn .Jow.l(lh • ''nnoy t•onr•en:Hlt.ul:l.vo in 

uutc:tu•l.n 1 to dtJt<'l'llll.n•~ Wh"tlv I'"'' n<>L lt. wllJ. tJO nosslbla 

l'nl' ~,,.,. lloldot•s l.i•Ol'!lol' to _opoos t.ll • 'l'up,;lsh bor•tlm• vlll.l•<Jut 

ri.u•t.<·OI' ndo, os n I;·•BI: o• t•·o pr.lflf'lb'll.t.lus umltJI' th., 

np.t•r)qll\nnt,.- Jnntt•u··•trnno hcul b•Jen·-,L~~' "'tcoo" l.J.' c nbl-1 unct 

t-•tll•ll' to Bt\tli11l•i!l\; tu onnt u· t;.ll•otl f!l'"'"' of GUll t•.,f\11'·'"" Lo 

i\ll!llllttl.n · ot• Ull t,.,; •·I n .no n 1'111'\;l•nt• l>nrJ t, 
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tho agl'oement, apnarontl~· moveme.nt from the su telli te coun-

tries was to be confined to sea voyages, on· the -Pirin and 

!!_i tu, and ti1Ut on these f!:rounds I'f.'.ll entry into 'i'ur•key was 

to cease. 

lllr, Be.rlas renorted that this nart .of tl1e agreement has 

sinco been mnendod, and that lan<'t traffic is to be kept open. 

'l'he uPl ti sh J~mbassy agre6d to sent a snecial memopandum to 

the l"o:··cJiga Office on ~he subj0ct. 

mr, Barlas ra1orted further that he hod a message fPom 

Sr.•i tzer'land the. t two groups of children snould be -~eavJ.ng 

shor•tly from '-'ulp:arin. he e:xo·cctnd to investigate 'this 

matter i'urt'r•·3r in ilnlwrn within the ne:x t few c'•ays. 

"i_th l'CJf'arri to hunga_ry, ,,r, -Barlas re·>ortcHil+thot wor•d 

had be•in rooeivod ;fl'Ol'l ·KPnttS and i\Omly, a Jewish ''g~ncy lelHIOP 

l11 J3\t'•Hpust, by l1•tLer, wh.lc· J.,ort tm1 <•oys ago, whici1 

inciieu.tr,>Ll thnt, i'l.rst.: ·i\rmw iu optlinistic as. to p·osslb.Lll.ttes 

l'oP -<31.1_1lrn"' tlon i'I'om nunp:nry; socond: Komly r•opol•ts -t-at 

t1ltlloup:h ~'"3- JiUilf'!IPinl1" nPl't,od in pl'inc:t•,lo, l.iloy ilnv•' t;nlum 

n" c\l,0ps t·.o ;1ut l:IJ·-.l\o nJ•.tnc\Dlos l.l;t;o nctlon, 

LJ•mwtl., il• I.IHHJVId. ll; n<~vlsnb.lo l;hol; nl.'"'" ll·• l:nlw11 L·1 

,s,~l}lll'·: f'I'·'O -~uHl\l.lf~'-' t~Pl'Clllp;h 1~\lll{:_Hl'ln i.l~ lJO!Jll_!f Ol 1illf-'f't'tnn 

,Jown.- ::dmuJ(J-:t,J-tfJ t'nclJ\t.;,. no ~n_ctq'•l·:, 1.L \',-onl(. Lhrii1 h.-. 

n .;,,1\Jle Ln \)1•\n. 1'11!•l.h·'l' "'''''"'Ill':'- tn_ llui1,~~ll'Y 1•.'1' \'".\"' :tn <•I 

,.,, ur ' •U f't• .. ,, t;hnl. c •iihtl'Y.• 

th:l1 ' holn 1· II\' il\l'LLnr tHHJ.ttl .. JRHt tho n:·,ll111 wnu 
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Minutes of on Informal li:eetinr: 

held at the American Consulet;e, Istanbul 

July 17, 1944 

'l'i:ose oresent: I, A, rlirschmann, Herbert Ke.tzki, for \oar 
,,c,fugeP. i3o8r:'; Joseph :3ciowart.z an·· neuben Hesnick, American 
.Joint J strlbution Conunittee; "le· zar !(aplan, ·Chairn darlas, 
and Z.e <V .ochlnc1, Jewlst• Agency; ··avid Schweitzer, !lias-lea 
l~riprntlon Hssorlation. 

n. n:. "e wel come• the repr"s'-•nt,.tiV>'lS present, an stated that 

. ) ~,, 

h · l::: not "egarciln[' those pr,,s ·nt as form;l.ng eitiler a formal or 

illf'nrlt nl con:·: 1 tt.n_,, but Ills only r'·)Sir•c v.·as to get worl< done; 

on· t.J, .. ch:q·r>ct. riznLlon of tl.e mo.;t.l.n["• of wi.ich Lllis was the 

Ll11'·•n •·tl',. isr1 boHt..s 1-1L --:on2tnn2.n, an Lhe UJ~;lrni, o Gl't'!Oi< bo1 t, 

CRJ't':• ""0''1" l'ro. Constenzn nn· ls now nwnltinp· t.lv1 complotion 

t.nrhnl rnl tnlls b•1i'Ol'A uncqp\;!lldng .tt.n VOJ'Bf"'-'• 1'118 

t.l·•·'~ l''lt'l< 1 nh ho•·t·-s "'" J' n.iy to l•nvo nl; nny tlmn 1 but ln tJ<oC: ttlon 

4!1(1 1.· 

lr pnt•r·y P~f'l ln I:P l~t.nnbul. 

tc- f'() t.o Const;nn:+n f'oP t.t.tn :"~UPnnn,~. fh, question now tll•lsns n~ 

In I In uplttlon 1 tl.o h•llo9 Bhould b .. 9<lllt to 

,, 
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Constenza, leaving tha other two boats at Varna to carry refugees 

from l3ulf'Bl'ia, should tLis become possible. It was his view that, 

b··causa of tho ri'!Dorteri uncPrtain political situation in r:umenia, 

it mtc·ht be •r·oll to conc~ntrate th·,re the largest number of 

a·· llPblP. boats, to move peoplP. as rnn:lc'.ly as op•cortunity 

nfforc1··<1 , In nn~ "V·,nt., •:ven if emigration by sea fl'Om l:lulgaria 

sl·ould b8com•3 possibl·'• it wouh: talne sev ·ral w·>olrs b.efOL'e 

ar:·anp: ·t::ents coul be 111a··re for filling two boots, so thet !".be 

8itn~>tlon in ,.U)f'Pl'1.n ts not ns acute as it iR in uun:ania, since 

t''"l'e i ,. 11 ntunb·'r' of' mnnll bo11 ts roinr to Vnrno •·l,•cli ww·k from 

1:3tanbnl, h., Cflri'Y lli•)reliEitl•ds.e Lo Bulr;nrJ.n, 

lf'ft~ulty wlth r'Rgur~ 

to coll·."·l. tl1)11 nny 

I Si'll~~si :'118 ·~l1IH'·?J',, tnr 1.1.·· •LUJ\!1111 1111 boPt.s upon l;hn ·0~11Jf'tUI'n of' 

til' .0.n.lr:n t . ''" n ~lr'l · wh .... t,/1 "]' .I I \'.'.1!11·' h·· poss J.b1 'l, Lfll'OUgll 

fl' :'1911 ('hllllll·~ l.r~' f.rr ., I 1'111111 "I \11 I [, Lol lnr up t;h,., ::J.'l..Lrn-1 , 

nf "I; .. R•-1nn bnnl.<t hn~ t~n:; !'(.}Allty, OJ'\';} .,tf,,.n• tho ~,nf;LJ1·i d1ncusR1011 

ln wlLlnl!l. roun<lnllryn, 
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In l11r. Schind 1 s opinion, on<:> accoredng to informati0n he 

has, it would take at l·~ast. two months .to out the Humanian 

shins in physical con<iition to travel to Istanbul. 

Mr, iies.[liCI{ stflteci that 1 t is posslble to. send adr!.i tional 

'l'nr\dsb boats rllrFJctly from Istanbul to humania, and sugg0sted 

that pol'haps the 'J\u•ldsh minister,. who l~ad just returned -to 

Humania 1 m:lght be holpful. He for•3Se·;s no difficulties in obts.in­

lng the n0cessary 'l'urk.te.h permits for th.~ boats to go directly 

to Constonzo. "uch boats could be made available through the 
.,~ 

some chnnnels as ru•e,.thos8 now b'dng used~ 

Ulscussion hl1nn ennue~ O:s to the porson or agAncy respbnslblA 

for tho filling af the shins in Coristonzo, The .'iscussion 

··levol<)•:io' thnt; tt wns cmtlr•Jly unclcllU' as to v1heth•'r th:ls 

l"Jilp6n:db 1:\..1. ty lny ~11 tlLZls su, the riumrmion goV·J1'l1lllent, beth 

bo(.,·.•t;lvn·, -Ol' w:U;h the ot•r::en1z.ntlon Ornt, which hos PI'•l'por·>.·:· l;h" 

bo!lt·.D wh tch tlms ftu• have r.otne 1'1'0111 Gonstnn7.R, 

l•h·-, 1\npll\11. -i•opoi'I;od tl1i1Vt.!.ArH\ nt.ntad Axpltr.itly ~nrl 
•Ht" " . 

l'll'el'lltnnn tn port thnt, i\111. thEi-thi•oe 'l'nt•ldsh bonLn now in 

l.!!<J\IAfllon wns Lhon l!1H1 nn t;o th' nh1lsnb:t 11 t;; of' smvlint~ 

w 1 'tl;tnnn1 l'iil'ldsh bents t.o Gc>tlst'!.lll?,n -n-h the PI''1Snnt l;tm,, 
\~---

'lt'Pt t;-· 7.1.nsn 1H m-·nnngos oon•)er•nf!;p, -.. unHmlnn f!h~pn, oi1 tho 

ft1'01Pl · '' thn\. i:.hc>- nc tunl pt''''"'IHl • ,_>f' B•'•' l Llonnl. bon ts might 

"l'nl'l·. Hl!!'l'lc-1 111l: pr•i.'l:H!l'•' to 'mnlu• thnln "t''1"''·tnll1B fot• UA·l• 
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to the manner in which pr.-Jssure might be ap:olieci on Zissu to 

rc3move what"lver obstacles he may be Cl'•)atlng· to the movetm;nt of 

ths sh11)s;· i-f, indeed, he is creating any. l'itr. Kaplnn stated 

that he w:tll write _a strong letter to Mr. Zissu on .the subject, 

of which n copy wili ·be made available to ~~r. Hirschmann. i11r, 

tlirschmnnn woulcl consi•'ier whether or not, anoi by what···niC:Jnns, 

h0 would attempt the samA thing. 

Mr. liirschm!'\nn repartee: that he had written to ChorgA 

d 'Affa tres li.ell.ey concei•ninc: th13 'J:urkish ship ~c,1olu, which 

col.\ lei -go to Cons tanza. if 'l'urldsh pGrmission VI'Jl'filo received, 

lle had nsked "'l'• 1\elley to follow this up with thB ';li'oreign 

Officc:aPlt VIUS cleci-:,ed \;hat Mr, l3arlas an<i lYlr, Hesn:!.ck shoultl 

malcA inquiry tnto t\18 genet•al qUGS tJ.on Of S8~l<iil1g fUl'.ther , 

'l'urli lsh shtps /rom Is tf'nbul t_ci Cons tanza with 'l'urltlsh pennission. 

llttlp;ari!J,• l•ti'• 'lchln•i. ouggestecl that steps b<J token to 

r>J•qmg0 for tin 1'••\~oaS<-• ol' noopl(, how ln t1\ilghl'ia, of whom o 

lm·e:• mtmb"r pr·• l'•'ari:l to_ r1eptn·t fot• transpoi't bJ soH Lo 

lsl·.Gt1bttl
1 

ln the st.llJtCJ· mnnnor tlfJ 'o~~ th~~~"llo11d ng IP_I'~l ft•om. 

Huntnntn, '1\u•ltish bonts ni··~ nvt\l.lt>b.lo f'ol' l;J·.J.o ~>ltl'l1ono, Hine~ 

seV<•rn:J, go l.o llulftHl'lf' ''Ueh ·w<3olt wltli~ont•go. 

htr, l\ttnll>n 1 s lnf'ol'UlUtton la_ that Hulgnl'in <6·~8 not 'JDPOS0 

th" ,;d t of ;Jewl ah peoplo 1 but Lhnt J.l; nppol!l'S t·.hnL tl1;~· 'l'ttt'ktsh 

consul hns -u•>Ati ou!ltl•Utlblll(t J.l., 11·} SHt\l'-;,,ut·Hi tlud, hc~·._ ti_lt•n_chmt.HIIl 

lwv·• 

i3ulgrll•ln tlt!lt- til•> rut-:~ah v.ovrii'll' ••nt I!> l'·•Jul;,· to olon~ lt-s 

·•:i'A~to th" fll~ctlf~tt. n·~•iJPh'!'J'i'lv" by nhh l.o tn-I'It••Y •m .1·onto 

\.o i'Hli,rtln,-.. 1·:! tho11.t h-,lit't' U(fi,:;n,,•,arilon oi' i't~t;\il.,l\itl•utiJJlt• 
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visas, Apparently, the ·rurkish consul has informed the 

Bulgarian govi'>rnment that he, opooses 'the departure of -Jewish 

·people to Istanbul unr;er these circumstances·. ln addition, 

the ·rurldsh fo'oreign Office should. ar<viso the Bulgnrian 

governwmt of its attitude concerning the arrival in Istanbul 

of people without Turkish transit visas. 
S(.i'I•Nt:\ri'z . 

JJr, S:ehw&L~ sue;e;est•'ld pursuing the question of increas-

ing lan-~ traffic from Bul~eria to 'l'urkey by iricr:-)asinp; from 

nine to twenty the number of tr(lhsit visas autr1orized weekly 

for' ::iofia;- l•n a<lc~i tlonal argument might '~e used on the 

grounds that no refugees ar0 nrr·lving from iJUngery, for v1hlch 

nino vl.sas W•Jolcly ha·: l:tkowl.st~ b•_•:-)n nuthorl.zed, 

Mr', J·i.trsclnnann l'ef(ll't'·'<; ·i;o 'thn t"Jl_uctancn- of the 

lJulgnrian f'OVorrun-Jn t to p•H•ml t 1'!3i'Uge<~il to com<J to Istnnbul 

on tho gl'otm6s that· _tiJuy !ll'" subjocto•.i to too nwny G-2 

ltW1Btip;otions-upon tholt' !ll't;lvnl hero. lie tholvllL lt mip,ht 

h0 helpful If' n n_sul'encM' coul··- \Jo e:J.von to - t!u_, tlulgnl'lnn govnrn­

mr·nl; t.hat no such lntnl'Vlov:s :wol,_tl•:' to)(e plnc-, ln Inl;onbul, so 

Pl'''pnt•- f'ol' l;rnllStnl!•sloll Lo t.h" BulgnrJ.nn r_:_~'lt<:_!'QlH".lll;, lw hu•; 

s-\I['F'ost.•' · thnl~ ,,t'l_ot•Jty bo glVIlti to oht'lrit'•m !\11<' youn~t- poopl ~, 

t r r\)\\! f',l'tl \;loll_ fro·· ti'll('n !'I!\ 1'1'1\''1 P'l'i'mtt ,,,,(i. i.o hu: ::oll<)',hl11 H 
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~r. Schwartz op"\)osed emigration limited to specific 

categories, sinc" more people than jus.t children and youths 

want to leave Bulgaria, an<1 their <'eparture may not be opposed, 

Hungary, Mr, Kaplan ·repartee; that further clandestine 

movement bf refugees in Hungary to riumania, according to 

information he had just received, depenr1ed U()on''finances. 
· .,,, rt'Z 

He, in behalf 'Of the J.owish Agency, anc! Dr; .~EI'l', are 

consulting tog•cther on this questJ:on, 
-3..:.'r-yt(.•.C'.lr7-

l!r, Stcfflr.e~ in6icl:'ted 
/ 

that financ0s vrovl.d09f10 _problem at the moment, 

llir, 1\aplRn thought it ;tm:)ortont that fmovemr<nt from 11uneary 

to i'umania b•3 aue:m0nt0i, ·through strongthnning oJ' approprinte 

locnl organlzat:tons, Jl). though "Umania of:t:':tcially has cl ocreed 

a rleeth scJDtonco to anyon'' ·assisttn[> such .•:ovement, in I'•)ality 

thny nppnrontly nl'e wilJ,.lng to _take no notice of it. Naturnlly, 

compli<'ntionfl_ or•lsn Jn lltichnr~Cst, wllAl'e 6'lci.sion tllllolt b:.1 tak<Jl1 

nn to wlwl;h 'I' nvnllshlo ·•lac ··fl on boHt8 ahoul•; lw t':l.Ven to 

tvot\.1 ·• nlt• ''-"'Y 1 n iiunwniu Ol' J-.twsn c;mltig .fronl ihinp:ary 1 r1incn 

HJ.I' (1 ;/ f'I_('I;')•'Il hltn ·t··•·i bliiJf'fH:lm) l'•.o!'It[' ,.,,, :tn utliJIDt\lB 1'/ho 

cmtl•' b··· hJ•ot.tgh\; Lo .l,,l;nnbul, .,,.,, . .., shtl)•l.ng fnnLtU;'lAA IIVP1lnbl~, 
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minister in Buclapest, by v1hich .:iwedish visas of a liniited munber 

nnr1 to c0rtaln c.!lt<lfories of Jewish" peool•o might bo issued, if 
~"-~-'-'f'~~~ 

n guar11nt<c.e is provic'.eci the ::;we.dish govornment·"that such people 

would be remove<t·from._,Sweden VIi thin t.hree yeors 1 time, 'l'his 

mat.ter should also b•c• looked into anri followed up, 

~~r. Kaplan· r·..,fer·Pecl to H lotter he bac} _just -:,received from 

Bu···ep··st which in·'icatod that tens of tbousands of persons 

coulr' be· sr.vc,ci if tbo cost of their maintena.rice coulri be taken 

ov--r, rJ.3 is pupsuine; the nwt;tc,r, in orc1er to s,~cur"' .more 

infor•mat.ion, 

Gr:tffol, anc" ·a·'vJ.s0·' .tlw _group that tlHl_ \,or "·lfUe;•1c' ·Board, ris 

·~ ' 

pl'ineipl"cl thnt' lt; cannot. dtscourag" tho ::wncllll[! oi' shir)s by 

lncllvtfual rrlynte avencies, if they &8ve Pesponuible proj~cts 

l.n ,-hvrl!i_, ''" ·lrnr1 tl'lec1 t.o concentrt· t·· Dll sh-ip qucwtlonB into 

Ollnc·C[w•mnl, but HtJpHr·:-ntJy Dll lli'O•-lfJHDl'j' fl['l'C'8111'll1t8 OOUlcl 1l6t 
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Minutes -e- Jcly 17, 19.44. 

of view of an outsi(er, that is, one wl~ 1~ neither Jewish 

Agency nor J"oint Distrl.bution Co1iurd.tt0e. :tie vTi11 b0 invi tod 

to subseqU(3nt lL<J<~tlne:s. 

i'he me·~tl.ng.;_ncjourner' ·at 6:15p.m. 



Mim ,s of an Informal lv1eeting 

held on 'l.~~~ July 1:Q 1944 

at the-Office of the_O,W,I,, Isj;anbul_ 

of Hepresentntives of Relief' Organizations in Istanbul 

Those present: I, A, Hirschmann, Herbert Katzld, Ohaim Bar las·, 
Joseph Klarman, Heuben 1\esnick, Ludwig Kastner, C:liezer Kaplan, 
Harry Viteles, C:ri Jabotinsky, Izok lltitrani, Judah J·,Jagnes, Zeev 
Schind, David Schweitzer, J, Golden, Jacob Griffel, . Joseph 
Schwartz, Lfpn Denenberg, Leder, t\machim Bader, Moshe Averbuch, 
Akiba Levinsky'. 

,The meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.m. by Mr. I, a, 

Hirschmann, as representative of the Viar Hefugee Board, 

At the outset, l1lr, Hirschmann explained that the ehtire 

meetine; was informal and off the recorcl, and requeseed that no 

zations to their head offices until such time as definite 

accomplishments coulcl be reported. 

h<r, lilrschmonn ·~:x·J.ained thot hA had cRl10!i)d.th8.mA1ting 

pursuant to sue:ftes t (ns rllfl.de. tiy Ambassador ::>teinllm;>rJ t at an 

:tnfornlfll lunch·•on confm•once 0 whl.ch he erra.nged ln 1\nkaru on 

.July 2, 1944. J\ number of pnople now .. rres"nl; had HkcwliSf' been 

hir, ilh•rJchnwrin r'r'cnpl.tnlotnd lwtnfly l'on;n or the thl!ws co·:"' 

c•.H'lll<i" \•(;J~Il thn Jlmbn~:lllt10J' hnrl ·spOi<AJl· \;n .\;)1,, 0.1'[10illzntl on 

I'0Pl'•1~~ .,nL~>L-l.VflSt 'l'h0 J\lf\lHlS_sn·-;ol' ltl'g""-~1 t.hi1L Lhq l'ol i n.f' orr.nn~­

znl;.lon~ t'OOl''' !iJ~d·'3 1;1>~'1.1' eff'ot•1:.1> J'ol' t!J•J l'"SCll.tl!p: of f.''~l'fl'H11ll;n 

n•·nplo~l. lJHtrJP'>nt1AlJ·I;_ 1-1.ol'.tn•1 1 rmcl• {18 ''ntnpel;ll;lv' lil.d<lnt• f'ol' 

f.\i ln~, 1n•lr~·1nfl· 1 ont r1 nllH'l't_!}lqff Wt\;1 V!-1 1 .1--,lln nut~hn1•rt~·18S vilUt-nltt. 

nf~ nc~ f1l :H~t.\_vy_ntfJ[polln Ln !·.f,(IJ-l')·- ·nhn1·; Ll~rJ Hr~V,~P-01 Hf:.~'-\IH~l-nrt- t.Pt~,rl 

t;n fl1"'l'\'_f1• .. J1h"'!_-AmhnrH.tndol' }pl-,~,--Lh,,l•nl'oPn-t .~\lgfiHlf;pt'~ t~hnl:_ tho 

001. n 
~----~~----~---·-~--
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of a conuni ttee upon whl.ch would be r"presented all ~the agencies 

ln 'l'ur]{ey ene;!'lged in x.;~fugAe relief"':work. H:owevor, recoe;ni zing 

that such a conuni ttee might be too large anr1 unwieldy~, the 

Ambnssnrlor hnc1 sugg:ostP.c1, furthr~r, that a smaller operating 

con.Jrll tteo be ere a ted which would be r0sponsible for the e:xecu tion 

of the tlay-to-r'!ay work involved in tho rescue and relief 

proe;rsms, 'l'he Jlmbnssndol' also proposed tlwt oath conunittees 

ope1•ate under the le!ld•'lrship of the har Hofugee Boarcl onrl its 

sp•eclal rnpres<3ntative, lvh', ·Hirschmann, 

In aceorclnnce wlth the itmbessar1or 1 s suggestion, l'iir, Hirsch-
-"'. 

mann had Callecl tOd!ly 1 S meeting togethP.r., l''Ul't}1,,rlll01'8 1 he 

vlisher1 to tnk0 urlvantagR or \;l1A prHs'-mce in Istnnbul of 

Lrr, t<~agn•3S, i;r, Schwartz nnrl Mr, Ka:.>lan, all of whom had harl 

wido experlenc0, anr' I'Jhose judgmcm\; rmd ndvlce woulc! be mo:;t .. 
holpfuL' 

Mr, ll:l.rf.lchrnnnn wont on to exploi11 tho greot ,;n 1 t;ympathHtic 

lnt•H'Hst of' th' liilited "t8k'fl Oovr3I'mnent ln refugen rescue: 

ncl•lv:l.tloB, willch hacl~ bnrm <JX~otnpl:l.r.lor 1 :tn ptll·t~thl'oue;IY the 

Cl'•lntlo<. of tho Vinr• fi •fliiJ,nn Uourcl, ~11', llirnclunBnn hn•l bonn snnt 

to 'l'ul'kny by thn ·~om•rl hot.h too :t.nltlnbr' I'OSN\O pro,j-ee\;fJ~ nnrl ~to 

r<ssl >Jt. \<ilfJ !lficllio:I.'H' !dJ'nUil,V Iii ~tho rtolr1 l.n I.!JO!l8 IJ!'O('l'['llll' 111)011 

wi~,f(;h l;ll,";l w.,,,. V/tll'ltlnr; li" J'oJ'nri•"' t.o u,., l'•nhy \vnyn ln whJ eh 

,_n 1tp_1.n ~' 11 ' I'illllY nf t;·l~" l't1f'11rP-·n IH_r•.J pnnPtn[cbtl!·tlttth '1\u_'l<·~-~,, _tlnrl 

l~h"l-l nnJ(n_rL·f'flJ' :n~ge.nrd~r6rHl f't''.11n tho -_rloo.t• tu( t~o- Lhn liintl-Hot' l.n 

nchtr1V,... p:n·-·tnntn _1~-~"!nJll_t?t 

f1,., f,inrnrvt ,,-[.,o\;1\rl ~iho>l; i ,, 1111<1 ·;il.li<llrHl th" • t\;~U;;tTonin 
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all to withhold ju-';gment at the present time. 1t i~ his own 

feoline, however, that accomplislEnents have _been y_ery r:reat, 

and the work of the or(\antzations very much h.Jtter than he had 

been lecl to expect. JJr, h1ae;nes then outlined briefly what he 

harl l'larned durin[!" his various conversations concerning the 

position of Jew.tsh people in the_ Halkan countries, anri ·~mphasizecl 

the scope of' the problem whl.ch, in his opinion, made all the 

more .necossory concerted action on the part of the relief 

oreanlzl<tlons. He recommencled,-.thereforB, that the representa-

tlves of tl1e various ·organiz,ations form themselves into an 

advisory C0Trllllitte8 whl.ch WOUl<; meHt from time to tim'e •to report>' 

adv:l.se anrl suge·,osl; ·nroc:rruns !lhrl plAns of ac);ion to !l smflller 

!lctlons committee, to b·~ cr.'Jated, whJ.ch would conduct the rley-to-

r'ay worlc, 'l'hiL' snwller commi~tne, however, ·neednot tako 

instructio···s from tlw larger ndvlsory connnltte~, olthoug)' b·dng 

gulclred·by lt. lln nnknr1 ·ror c'oorcllllAt\on and coopr;rfll;l.on behlnd 

s(Jgi:>;'"'L·'<l n,; n ·<oluLJ.on to i·.h·• pr•oblnmH ln Uuchru·.c,st 1.\,ot-. Ll>e 

'.'WJBOilC:«J'S h·' rloolynnh-"1' on·•-1••'\.f' ·i.'Y' L\HJ 't,\cinin\; , .. ,,,i-;;,n,nntnl~·tvo, 

~ll''llt".itl,~ \-,0- 1;11-~ lllDCllBt11r•'_l \.n l) ~~nt tlpt '-lll<; no!. J·,,1 til•-• flnHiftH11lotl 

nl' l' '[~nrq,~;jhilll.l '}~\. lin Ill'''"' 

. . 

-~!JP'_!_V __ (~l·- h;.~_-_th' Jih_:; !.}:!!. !dlt)_'l_l• 1~'-' -.1-, 1}1'. ·;,-)! 'll 

r_H'FPrd-;-t·t-ttJ_It !-'~rid l''·nll !l!.!'!l -.,_1lr1t~t~\pl·:~ nl'.t .. 1nr ·11. .- r t! 

~------------~--~~-~~-
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\'101'0 Brltlslt fiUbjBcts-; oi1<1 consoqu·,mtl;j it ml.g1-,t be<llnbai'h•ss­

ine; for l;hon• :l.f l;llny Wl'lr'' t;io<1 up too closnly w:tt;h on AmeJ•icon 

'l'heiro octlonA nlle;ht b8 

cons tru.~cl a~; b•.1:l.11[ 'ntbj CJct to Amnr•lcnn centre> 1, 

?.) Til • Joint; DlstPlbu\;lon Committee coulcJ not. for-mally 

tic; t\.s.~Ji' up '-'::Ltll A m:IY.w· [';I'<•UP, which lnoludad ogonol.os· 

interested not only l.n l'••'\J.of', bnt fll~•o :ln poJitl.cnl wor•k, 

'l'he ,li)Q I.R non-poll\i:J C!ll l1i chlll'UC(;nr, un•' :l~; lnl;er ·~Ji;orJ Boltil,y 

.i.n llumfmltnr·tan VIOI'i<, 'l'her·•for•o, 11; does not W!lnl; Lo, nor cnn 

:l.t, b•.•com·~ :l.nvolve<l :l.n poJJ.t:l.cAl mnli;Bl'S, However; tl1<l JDC 

zpi,Jon olt;h·~r o\; the cnll of l<lp, hlrDchmonn Ol' ol; Lhot of tlw 

ol.ltor OP('flll!Zntlor"' lf t-h•':i hh:l.nk J.\; rlesi.r•ablo, 

ue 'l'ocon;mencler.l, Lbnl'" f'n t'H, Lhnl;- I; !I"' nmnll vJO'f·lcfne; co lll!i .t t too 
- . - ·.'1 

b".' wurl·· 11~~ r1[' 1~11·} l'OP1''3~.1·)ntr,t1v•-::l nf fl.l_-';"n0J·~n ~~['_[' •r.ti.''(lly 

wcn·l<lllt-~ ln t.l,, f'·1r')l•l nr· 1'··-·HCl\1!~('. 1 ·~op'}t"l or· Lh-' l'!linf nf'' P'·!Oi"Jll~ 

1 ,., 1.1 1""' '-'"" L I,''"-': 

fl) i'l··~ l'ODf11\·" 1•!' ·=·nn 1 P hs pt•ovt- 1 ~~C 1-.,•!liH\'•nPl.nl·.ton, 

h) l'h ···II •I' nl' pnopln I•· '<(\('llnlq·~ Ill'''~"· 

r:) I'J·•-•·'1 lll!r rr-l!' , ..... ,,,,,. !tnf)!l]" wh1 I·• t·n LI'~IIU'LI. 1.\.l'•llll'il 

llll'i '':l• 
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cour•se, thA Pl'lnclple of nll the organ!zatic:_ns is to save as 

many peooln os poss:l.hle, .e.nd the function of' tho ~onfer<ence 

wou16 be to put workable ldeos beforA the group. lie touched 

briefly on the matter of' the selectlon of' emigrant~, end 

pointed out that some or the ore;anlzatlons, 8Uch as the Jewish 

Ag·~ncy, havo responslbillties toward Palestine whlch must guide 

th•Jl<\ in moking selec tlonro. \'h0r<-1for•e, this qu.ostt"n cannot 

be ree;nrr'e fiS n slmple one, J·Je r·'lconur.enoe(i that discussions 

fOl' the lmprovement nnrl oxpflns lon of the ·work be taken up 

lmPJecliflt0ly nftor tociay 1 >11l\H•1ting nnr> that..the'orr•snizations 

intenslfy tha1r offorts. 

~r. Haplns sugrestecl omitting all discussions having to do 

wil'h th0 I'ofue;ee posl.I;J.on in ,;ucharost, and that thii,; meeting 

shoulc1. confi.riH .1 tsolf.' to tire question ol":,~ore:Bnl.zntl.on, He 

thoup:h\; that _tho \\nr H.,_rugee Bour'rl shoulf cnp. mer,tine;,s of 

1'•'1-'l'AS-•ml;n ~I ves IO,Il~,nAvor l;hri'e orgnnl.za I; ions reqtw:rtod them. 

J,il', ,J nbot.l.nnky '-' t.n t:'rl Lllfll;- i"'' hn<1 \)BFJll .,_, Luciy1.ng., the 81. tuo­

I>J.on f"nl' nnWPPclS nf" hvo n•nn\;h'l Rll'; tJ,nl; <-ui•lnr.: tlr!.,-, !''·'J•:I.ocl l1_o 

lilnn n-rr~~t'C!(l -b.Y t.h,__, Hmnt•:le.t-Hl I.!JIJ1bPnR;~ hhs bnt1h -t~on;~, Pll• lrn 

nxnl'·'-~~v,_'( l1)__n p_xnor,bp'l:JQil.-(~l~l~-~1;, __ wi Ll1 t;11n Jli•q:·.conc.D 111' 1••1'• il1J•nriiJ;.. 

At 1.1·1·• ,l,!tr1. 1 ,.,., 
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r'efined the purposes of ,,two proposed~cinnmi-tt<Yes-a s-fo-1-Jcows: 

the large group woulc~ bo informativo, ;n,, the smallP.r group 

would mAke oner•u.ting dec is ions ,Jl' i.ir, J~enenbere was of the 

opinion thAt the time hoc1 Rrriv•od v1ben all the orgenlzations 

s·houl'l c·ooperr>te and v:orl{ together, an•' that everyonG should 

part:\ c:lpnte in tb ro work, avoiding' monopoly." 

l\,r, ri.apl1m sue;f'este<1 that ilir, Hirschmann assum0 tho 

rosponsibili ty for desir:nating the- smRller oporat;lng conuni tt00, 

to C')nsl~.t of vp to f'lv~ pGr~Hons, not counting J,.r, liirschrnann, 

who would ser•ve ns chairman. 'l'he mee·t:i.ne; unanlmomJly accApter' 

this proposal. 

W1~. liirschmann acc0pt0d thl.s responrd.b:llity, saylnp~ that 

he will claslgnDte a cormn:t ttee nft0r full ·ritsclHIS:lons with 

those !.)r•esent_. 


