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WRB'S 455 March 16-

Meny thanks your ‘belephone cell Mar'




—2—#1739; Meroh 23, 5§p“mn;3bf¢ﬁ Bern -

be moved. on as oromptly as' o 8h: ey of-bonceivable

arrlval in- Swltzerland shor_lJ of unk N numbers of new .

evacuees. Katzkl could perform most val’ b xéervice as

1/RB. llaison man to hand%; suoh matters now ﬂnd in future -

_w;th SdnEF in Fran

y Q’in Caserua and UI\:RRA

Y(VZI had someone to do‘thls outslde work who could

'a5313u mne- 1n Swiuaerlard for a ‘k or two from tlme

I‘could continue sw1ng1rg tne Job at thls end

RS

~to tlme
wiuhout need of your sendlng .‘Speclal WRB man to ﬂSSlstfi
me--full - b1m° here.

'I'snall*discus ‘fhis whole que~t10n rlth Katzkl

ﬂna UOuld appre01ate your Oplnlon. D1ease xlre ne 1n’

'Parls.

% H;mirsom'
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US URGENT - 0 & %

FMLEG.TION

Bori
1121 o
TR ‘}L;RPiSON i v
“s no word has been recelved from McClelland since
liarch 8 1t 1s a°sumed that he has gone +6 Paris.
In order to: enable the Board to ‘be prepared for the
sltuatlon whlch nay develop -An Sw1tzer1and, 1t is roquested
Tthat you reply at once to: thc follow1ng questlons-.
4 (l) Have uny trucks been acqulred for dellvery of Viar

'Refugee Board food parcels Ain eneny terrltory°

;v" . ’ N S (2) ¥nmt are. the prospects of evacuatlng detalnees

from unemy terrltory to’Sw1tzer1and9

(3) ;111 Intercross‘use returnlng PO; rellef trucks

L ] ) for evacuatlon of detalnees 1n Sw1tzerland? : o e

i The above is RB 465.

i CHESON-
(icting) ) S
AGLW): : : e

L & taté ‘Dept, Letter, 1:11:72

By R H PmLs Dnto_S_EE__l 8 1972 i
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Phe. esble Poy YMelleilend 1a 1URB 459,

rlgpee &eliveﬁ Bhe L0llowdng mesgang o Isere SteriNesy,

HAJels, lontreus, vom the Vead rl_nfw‘.:zslez tnerpency Committs,

UOUE T Ingornad. fiucks enrrying food pvid wedicrtlon for

prieoners of vy in Bepuony siny-be pveilsble on return tripe

for Breneports refugeen $o - Suitzerlend,. le request. you

“internationslNed Crose and consult lieClelland,

ﬁ B
S L - : S eREW
T e et o (Acting) N
, : — : T "

L S Tar 'Rﬁzi&i}\f;l((%fj, S S : 5}#;[’ Sl
iy o oEBfRo/abs T e .




o
ONILE 70 AHERIGAR Lmiﬂ*iéﬂ :mm: ma aeccm.mm FHOU. AR RM‘LIGEE TOARD
”leasa deuver the following measage ta Ieaae Stembmh Hi,jefs. Montreuk,
from the Vead fohategle Imergency Gomittee. = R T = ’
JOTE - INFORMED TRUCKS CARRYING HOOD AMD MEDICATION FOR PRISONERS
COF VAR IN GRRMANY WAY BE AVAILANLE GN REVUHM 7TRIPS JOR PRARSPORTS "
REFUGLES 70 SWITABRLAND. WE RRGUEST YU APPEAL 10, xwmmxo.m
'KED GROSS AHD CONSULE CCLFLLAND, UNC;JO‘I‘E y ,
3 ¥,
THIS 1S WRB BERV GABLE NG. 459 -
. :
&7‘-7 M bL %‘“"/ /é/‘/‘ff( :
165w
L © - Marchié, 1945 g . — P,

S Y Chenmcey. (for the. Sec'y) Hezin; Géﬁn;";DdBois?,':iéasfdn Hodel,
. Hutch;.gon, Mccormack O'Dwyer Files.:;, : I ' é.e ' . N
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- ‘Mr. Bunam left .. attached message.
"to oe transmitted to Sternbuch-and -
,f ‘asked that the contente of 1% also
’ ve sent to McClelland from the Board.
i A
\A’:'
— e e il S e e s e e SEL # -
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 uswch 16, 1945

» ‘Dear Sirs:

The following message x‘or you from Leon Kubawuski -wag- received
thzough the United-States ﬁnbassy in Paris under date of: March 10,
1945 -

~ WHave tried to ascure lmnediate snd dimt conferennes -
Jbetwesn Swies Government and Internaticnsl Red Cross and
- 'proper Jerman suthorities concerning lerge-scele repatrta— :
tion gnd release of civilisn detainees and feeding programs
until they are relessed. I saw Yon Stelger, President of ~
the Confederation and Yalked with Buriherdt twice. I had
conferences with seversl people and obteined simultaneous -
representations to the varicus Faticnal Red Cross delega~
tions. Although eppointed Swies Minister to France,
Burkbardt, for your confidential informetion, is soon: going
« to confer with Bimmler. At the sawe time Swiss Minister
: Barl, es protecting power, 19 requesting an interviem with
Himmler. - Burkhardt end Steiger have assured me:that there -
. - will be no limitation on the number of refugees admitted
<7 : f ~into Switzerlend. I understend that the Germen Oovernment .
S " hag-agreed, in principle, to allow repatrietion by rational-
.ities of clvilisns who are unemployed and that egresment has - 7
S . .plready been reached as to the first pationality. It le: el
Burkhardt'e expectation to get Oermsn Jéws out as-Intereross
o protegees. -Civilians in northern aveas are to be assembled
- ‘at-Insbeck and Swedish Red Cross requested to eend a ship.
T -1t ie antlcipated that evacuation from southern areas can‘ = . ..
“o- 0 o be effected “in part on return trips of trucks taking food
Thor il bo POWSS Except forwa.rprisomars. ues of -trucks is pro-. .- L
,‘mm T food-transportation:—- Sit\muon req\nm olosaf-fw—* i

: — g SUCRE contact of our European ofﬁces with Rc uges




) . o ) - ~
- &=
‘1 am sure ybix»,will regard the foregolng message as extremely
confidential. e i BT : A
Very truly yours,
William O'Deyer-
Executive Director
Dr. Stephen'S. Wise,
- Dr. Nalmm Goldmenn, .
World Jewish Congress,
1834 Broadsay, - -
New York 23, New York, )
o . - - LN .
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~Pollowing is-a close parophrase of a mossage
i/

acccpuea from Leon Kubo"iuzkl, WOrld Jew1sn Conpross,

3for uransmlss1on to tho Dehurtment for thc luutcr's

aco¢u10n rcraraﬁng onward GOuVeyanco 1n whole",f*

‘or in. nﬂrt to the war Rcfugce bobrd fg{_@ggﬁg;g_ﬂ_v;; 3

ko Frunco,
. - DECLASSIFIED
: suue etter; 1-1172

ByR.H.Par Date_s_E_E_1871972": 5




211152, Merch ‘10, 10 p.i., from Paris

'!” 7to,Frahco;,ié‘prooocding sdoﬂitb'confer with Himmlcr.

‘hs protecting Dowor Sw1ss Wln*stor, Berl, 1s 31ma1-A%
v : 3 Fak

%,5‘ NI g
tancously asklng Tor 1nnorv1ow w1th Hlmmlof.,,I'havc

H ) gassurances of Burkh rat and °tolger tth the numbow

of refugccs a mettcd 1pto Swwtzer1and Ulll not be
limited. ‘- Germany’ has ogrccd 1n prlnclplo, I understand,
rrto repatriate un mplovod civilian: populatlonn ccordlng

to natlonalltlos and th t'flrst natlonglltv hes,—'

already been agrood unon.

Ty

Burkherdt oxnocts, \Wth

out” as_IntornatioLal
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-~ WORLD' JEWISH CONGRESS
CONGRES JUIF- MONDIAL - » CONGRESO JuDIO MUNDIAL
N - L1834 ’BVR’Q'A"I_)”WAY )

NEW YORK,-23; N. Y.

LONDON R
55 New Cavendish St;,”W 1
GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM ST T . ) ) o o H
Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 471

MONTREAL E
1121 8. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

CaBLes: Concress, New Yorx

: Feb rizery 20, 1945 E TeLepHONE: Clrcie  6- 1900

In your "reply'ia'ie‘ase' refﬁéritb-#zili., :

Brigadier General Wm. 0Dy

i : Wiar Refugee Board, . g A :
: ) Treasury Building, & .-~ Al
) Washington, D, G, : :

Attgn'tionf, Miss Frances Hodel

Dear< Sir:

From varioue. informstion we received recently we
learned that Jewish refugees who arrived at the German’
Swige border were not abdle to enter Switzerland’ un-
lesg their relatives or friende in the United . States

of America could ‘arrange for. financial .guaraniees
"for thems Such arrengements coudd only be made after
the -elapse of ten days or more after. their receiving.

8 cabls-informing them o+ the neceesity ‘to mske "such
carrengementg,. o e e e

. L -1 beg-to.eall -your atvention ito: the fact that Jewish
. < refugees &s long ag they have 1o’ stay in -Germany: are
I R . -in:great-danger. Therefore, I take the-liberty to
o0 .-suggeet-that the Wer ‘Refugee Bverd induce the Swiss
e = ~Government 4o admit.such refugees without any delay, i
:"Bhould.the- Swiee Government insist on certain finaveial
' : provisions for their sdmittance, I em sure that. the
~‘War Refugee Board wWill bhe able 10 offer o golntion ;.
- -and. that- aleo: the Jewi sh Community in - ‘Switzerland will -
e ready to be,of aseietance in such cases,. s

2008 —
hig:

w1 would-appreciate-—to
RURELIRUE PRIy enou, o-.lend ug yo
S e ost.presging natier

~know whether you widl ba-
~val gtance-in ¢

g ,T'!iankmg you:




WORLD. JEWISH CONGRESS
1834 BROADWAY .- 7
"NEW YORK 23. N. Y. 3

N N -
Brigadier Genexral Wm. O'Dwyer
Wer Refuges Board - s
Preasury Buildge -
Weéehington,; D, Ce - E .

* Atfention: ‘Miee rances Hodell = . " MOT.IN THE AlK MiajLs
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LO'XJZDGI‘I
1282 T -
.me folloving for Sip. ‘Ierbert mmer onv'fx'fc)m O'Duyer is™

1

- PRI IIAN Y 1

VR 44, , .
% nave received your meaa%e “of nebmmry %h, R S
<meet to.eome ‘co L.onwn ehortly anu vill notii‘y you in
i . ;faciv nee as %o .J,})'DI‘OFi'L.te clate of my arriva,l, The matters
, N E nentioned in your cable can be 01 cussed at th:n;’ time..
t : E e e;mnrule, e*nce tue am_fee OL‘ our 1nforre_tlon coneerning

the. re"ng,eos o - arrlvinb in uvi‘bzerlencl ln Pom;ell noGleana,

‘gest tlwt yow: o -
ar:ﬁ_mge to ho.ve your re\‘rocentd.tive i vaityer.hn& ulscuss

~ bhe vc;rlcms moblers involved ith ‘icClellJnd a.nd o‘btain

GREW ‘L
OTIHG)
GIN)

CDROLASSIFIED © T T o
3fate Dept.. Let!,e)., 1- 11 72 ,' Ex o . e

A By R H Parke Daw_s,gp_18 19727,;1




Bi VOER BosrD

xmm, r&am, RROE MIPYER, wan A

:{ hma veceived your mm,ﬁ ef ?abru&r; 9th, I expact aa coye to

Imd:m :sm;rtly’ ard wi.’u, nuﬁ?.fy yau ﬁn advzmca ag $ 1 appraximte date of
"y arrivn

i‘he mttars mn%iamé in Jnur cabla dan he di&euasad at that
Yine, Esaun'hile, singy Qm sﬁmrce ”-f

max- inrnmﬂtzm\ cam;fsrfning tha z‘efu-

: !mrmv‘ g a{wlﬁllnnd, the Hoardty repre~

'g,eﬁa now avreiving in ?s&tsarl&'zd"

uw&aﬁ.\m in Bem, 18y, ;Eszmts um ymt arm;s;ze to h&ve ycmr represontstive

in Bwibemrlond diacumx tha v&x‘*aus pwblme

,n‘wlvad with ainGlﬂlland

and obtain a1l detsiled. inx‘nrzmtion o hin

e x,hm RO b4

e bhmmuyf (for the SBU'Y). Akﬂim (-Ohﬂn Drury, D“Béibikgﬁ'ﬁﬁ"-“e 3
" HodeX, m&oranok,'—r 'mum‘,' Flos LT T
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,_\: Or S:AI: i 'rgndon

| HEBALOIQ4R - { Dated February 9, 1045
| pto - ‘
H

Do/
L»ulﬁéfimformﬁr

4 'Rec'd 12:05 p.u.

Sécreﬁary of staﬁE,% : . R 7» .

Washington, - - 4.

1411, Ninth
* T '
: FOLLOWING FOR*URB PROM EAERSO\ Io
SN

"We have SEEn prEss rEports that about 1,200

JEWS haveg: 1LSt arr1th in Shltzerland fron ThEPES'f stadt

(SRS S T
and . “that - thE party 1ncludEs bEtWEEh 500 and bOO JeEws of
Dutch natlonqllty.‘ It 1s furthsr rsporte at another

party of 550 HErsons fron berElenutadt is Expfctad

osfor 1nformatlon rsletlhg to EXﬂct numoers dlstrlbu—

“tloﬁ‘by‘nathnallEj nuMDEr noidlng VJIEH‘PaIeqinE T -

LT any 1h rEnﬂra to the partv.

lrlst Tyou know qny rElEvant 1nforr tlon TE - rEcElVE




e

e ,'#1411,}Ninth,'v ‘fr'om" London's.

well bE found that somE of'tﬂs Dutch Natlonals gven if
they have protsctlvs documEnts for othsr countrieg *¥ill

wish t0o-: return to Hollqnd and ‘t thErEforE SEEMS Eszntlal

that ﬂ1ErE should bE a- full 1nqu1ry 1nto the ant cEdEnts

and wishis  of membErs of tha groups bEforE dEflnltE plans

are. made for. thElr futurE.‘ Vg also thlnk 1t 1nDcrtant
that we-:should taks ths same: llnE 1n our approaches to
tha SdlSS Govsrnmsnt Especlﬂlly in- VlEW of thE ASSUrances
mhloh have bEEn ssveral TimES glVEn to-the Sw1ss Govsrn-
'mEnt that thEy Nlll bE rEliEVEd of the cost of malntenancs_

EslrE and 1f thE Sw1ss Govarnment accepts

CWINANT




. .
5
- lear ."a"z‘. -Le.’:'vitt; S TR .
The LOllG\'_n i me:,:-a;re for yoiur fI'OKu Hal 1¢ Trobe wng
receiy

thiroagh t* e Americen ueg(u-on in Liabon uudm date ¢ 7
of Januwry 29, AG45 ¢

i :
7. T)utcman:- German—— e

".TDC 155. Sa]'.y )
neticnsls grriv

}'eryv;v;brx"u].’:\,' 7;,rour5’z 3
C?-}&/‘-"’. L i Fr e

.Florence Hodet
atant Executive Director

Ty R
) A':xc i(‘cﬂ Jes.u,,h Jo1ntr.)1 ‘_tribution Comnittes;
270 Madison: MArenue ;- = :

Hew Voru( 16, Hew Yoz"




UEPARTMENT . INCOMIN  DIVISION OF
INCOMING CENTRAL SERVICES.

. F T R .
s-ri'rE: TELEGRAM © - TELEGRAPH SECTION

0:C-1240

e

fE¢1G 5506 a ., 30th

Secretary of State,

washington,

216; Twinty-ninth

WRB 297, JDC 155 58
e . :

man-national s arpivid Suitzerlonad,
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%3, Queen's drive,

Londoz, Heb. e

_W}th the Cospliments of the .
et AGUDAS ISRAEL._WORLD - OEGAWISATION -

- ' R [ IR0

“JOSEPR

“UURTHT

. "KNOLLER
. "KNOLLER
'KOR.ETGOLD lee,

We have received cabled advice of ‘the arrival last weck

in Switzerland of the following pcople from German internment caingsd

ABRAEAM Siegfriéd, Heiti

ABRLHIY. Gerda, Baiti
LBRLEM  Hans, Hai‘ti
;,m?fﬂm Henry; o

ABRLEEH - Ruth, “Ha

ADE‘LSEERGER Clothilde, Paraguay -

4DLER. Ilee, - Equador

_BING Frandiska; Equndor’

BING Pelix, . Bquador
BRILL " Berend, _UsA
BRILL Scra, oL USL

BRILL: fbrehain, Uss -

ELIAS Androw, USL”

ELIAS Pinelopi, . USh

ELI/.S -Panagiotisa,USA

FREUED Jesn, " USL

FREUND Dolli, “USL :
FULDLUER - Rachel, Paraguay
FULDAUER . Johanna, Paraguny .
FULDLUER . Salomon, =~ Para guay
COMPERTZVOET Milliy USA
COMPERTZ = Moses; Usa
COMPERTZ -~ Simon, . - . USA

HAAS - Erich, ‘ Equador.: =

HALS Harga, Equador ' -
HASENBERG Heinz, ~ Eguador .
EASEWBERG +Gertrud;. Bouador:
H_ASENB_:RG irene; " Equador®
HOLLANDER Sara, Honduras
HOLLANDER Gerda, Honduras.-
HOLLANDER: Paul, Honduras
ICHENHAEUSER Lda, . Equador
ICHENHARUSEK Betti, Tquador
ISHER SAllls,, Ush

IRIOW: - Tuise, USA:

 IRION = Guenther, - USk:

JOSEPH “Julius, . Uruguay
JOSEPE .Pelicisa,  Urugnay
JOSEPE - = i S Urugiiny =
JOSEPH- Uruguay.

o OSL‘PP

'Lv(iuador B
Bernhﬂrd, Equndor::

;KUCHE NIBISTEn IDa, S

rKUm'GOLD “Mlaxrlene,

o R ﬁTai{o’b,ﬁ Hethe

Etiﬁé:d'or;—?v TR

CUPHILIPPR Maryi L

* SONKBNBERG ~Giscla, :

- LEDA-, Marion),

LLKGER: Maria, Bolivia
LANGEL - Luita, Bolivia
LANGER Georg, Bolivia
LOEVENBERG. Lucie, Equacor

IuEYEn Elkan, USL
HEYER® Sophl e, . UB4L
- WEUHAUS Siegbert, . Honduwxcs
HEUOAUS - T on1 9

Fonduxps .~
Eondv ros

- NEUEAUS “Curt., US[‘
NOTOVI 77 Samuel

" HOTOVI®Z i Helens,
PHILIPP. "Herbért

“PILICZ’ fellfllba,
PILICZ: Wanda; ;
PLAUT, Felicitas, : Germany

"PLAUT: (Fusband) Chiceso

CPLAUT Fad"'sea, S Usk i}
~ REISMANE - Iréney~ -USA~ —F ~
REISAU,I‘TN Polak, USA ,
“ROSEBOOM  Abreliem, - Equeddr
ROSEBOOM . Karoline; - Bquadc
- ROSEBOOM -~ Ml exander, Equeadox

" ROSEEBAUM [ Annemarie, " USL.

ROSENBLUM U Selma;. .- UZL
ROSENBAUM . ‘Dord, S
ROSENTHAL . “Gertrud, < Egquador
 SARFATY ° Bonni’, Ne’cherlu_ld
SARFATY “Jeanne . Nétheirland
SARFATY .. Jooet), - Wetherlcad
‘SARFATY = Jotti, Netherled
*SCHACENER * Kiwka, Uruguey -
LAV - Max; . "vKuadoz,',

Metay Equador
SCHLAM - Juttay Equudo“
SCRMELKE Freida, USh-
_SOHMELKE: Moshe, “TgA.
- SCHMELKE: Rita,.: USA’.— 4

© SIMON - Werner; . Equador -

SIMON

Heleéney:: Bquador

Berta, £

Abralinmm Netheriy
wRG - Pen) ar
SONNENBERE . “Sabin

: E%qur‘,fL_fosCIth USA-:
KIWiy Leopold USA o S
Malwing. - STy statelesu -t
= LEDA: Gue.nther,f Statélesr

‘Statelegs ™

17, sa ng Pafaguay -

LES B Ruth i Paraguay. o e

LESSINGER :]uargarate, T HoAd
LEVY Jakob frou Ierl:m'*




o - N -
N 1
- 2 - iy .
Funny; Honduras - ; CIFAT LA Dr, Goieky roragiay.

“alther, Farajuay LIEVER  frje, Far

LE Lotte, . N . Co <o xidl

LEYLID  Ruth, RINGER  Salcmon,
: LEALD lirjam,. : “ormer
- } rene,

Hetherlea:
: 3 Lotte, - Paraguay : 7 -
_STEINACHER _Sabiney Paragiay. . o . SR . . 7
B - STEIRACEER Hans 5 Paragusy - - - -

STE
SUSS
. BT SSHLE
SUSSHANT © Peter;

o TREFF Dora; USA .0

WSS Tilly. Ush
W . Frie drich,
-Hargarete, - Equador.

. Eduador

Equador

VLNLEUZEN  Henri, . Unlmovm

3

‘Leopold,:
BINBERG - Hedwig, ;
ENER - Margarete, -
L Mdrjan,

- Eva,

VIENER  Rutua,
VIFTER Rosa, USA
YJOLE - Jakob; US4
WOLF  Jenny, “Usi
_WOLF Marie, USL .
- WOLF- SCIT7AAR Sara,

WYSENBEUK - Rosa,

ZIEGER Hax, - USL

WYSENBECK Sisgbert,

WEIL - Siegbert, Paraguay
WEIL “Nanni, " © araguay

Paraguay .

Paraguay . S E

Faraguay o

Parageay

Paragusy . e
Paraguay Ca ) e

"?JSJ“L e .
Wetherlanad
Netherlana

ZAROMPT 4yigdor, Honduras
ZIEGEL . Aron, Germany

KAISER -Jerika,: Paraouay !

- KAUFMLEN - Recha, . Equador - (died on rzzrriwi‘alv) Bt
VINER Earguﬁerij;e,no,,tj_onality,unkndwn (diéd on arrival)- .




Please deliver this to :‘4is's:Hodel L
along with the manils envelope,




' - ,'V'Swi.ﬁg;:j},ahd -

<./  Please transilt for Ysr Refugee Beard the following nossage from
Js Btole, New York, in identinal fora b seonrately to dhe folloaing. percons -
in Bernt -E: ¥, Rimensborgor, Schwelsorlscher Geserkachnltsbund, - -
’onbl joustrassa 613 Robert Bratsehi, President ol the Union of Ruilwsymen, :
Effingersiraese 19 Yrs. K,a'gii;?uch‘smnu,{5‘¢h‘ssizari.sehe,'Arbai'eerhufe, care
of Swiss Trade Unlon Conter, Yonbljoustrapge 61y «nd i, Grundbroher,
Secrgbarlat Interastismal Typopraphors Ualon, Laugeatraase 36

- - Yo : S - - b sks
. SUOTE 4 War NMofugee 89ard sonsisting of Hecvetsriés Stabe Wap
Treasury hes been azpointed by President Ualted Htates o gave cndangerad
refugees all parte world. -John Pehls : TeotoT. " This insugurases sutirely
- new polley and-offers facllities saving thousands Jives.  Labor ovenant -
-the Fred World the Unitarien Servies Comsittes _obthexr humsnibarisn oveani~ -
setlons eooperoting to full.” We need your assistunce in sevuring
“information about gondltions snd in organleing rereur maehidery in neutral
- and secupled gombries,  All necersary funds will e provided, - Ylease
glve warmest repeption teo thoms who. will appresch you, ~ Estshlish contacts
" -other lands. Becurs coopeistion’cus friends svexyehere. Send imuedlately
comments and suggestiong, I delegates coming to International Labor
- Gonferance provide them with fullest information. - Gommunicate with me
through thie gerson who will conkact you #lth-this neseage, ¥e. ave eounting
on-you in thie . fimal vigorous: effort. s save may vas. . UNQUOTE -

. ..o Please-trenenit _amy responges oy Anquiries with roepect to this = ~
aeasage to the ¥ay-Refugee Board through the snme cliannels as you recelved.

- bhiy mosdage. . You willy, of- courss,  contdet the: sersong abgve named

b any ‘mepesges fron then to Stols to the Far Retfugee

and-arrengs. to Lrang
“Board through such.

ols,

hig cabls is not minbered as 1t 16 being dispatched thréugh-a
onfidentlal channel,: and. we were aske

O
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No. 14413

“Subject: Memoranda on Refugees -Avising
From Kullmann's- Vistt to Switzerland.

The'Hohorablé RO AT
- 'The Secretary of State,
Washington, :

I have the honor:téfinform,thespepartment that Lord

Winterton, a’s Cheirmah‘ofrthefEerutive‘Committea of the

Intergovernmental Committes ‘on. refugees hag requested an

opportunity: to talk,withv"AmbassadorwWinantwon;éubjects

growing out: of the recent: wisit to SWitzerlanq of Drp,

Kullmann, Honorary Deputy Director of the Intergovernment-
1/ . 8l Committee on refugees, and to ‘enclose “herewlth copies

of the;memorandavﬁhich'dccompqnied;Lord'Winterton's request.

It 1s éxpected'thgt:theisubjeét matter-eontalred in
these memoranda will«beirefbrred,toﬁin;1ster,gommunications
growing out of Lgrd'wintgrton’srballvaftenfit‘takes place.

: ‘The-Dirébtbf and-Chalraan haVe'particuiarly requested
that the . secrecy of these-papars,be‘cargfglly respected,

‘Respectfully yours;

JRC R c “For-the Ambassador: :
R S P RS S LM T Gallman s
g B o . ‘Goungelor: of-Embagsy
'%ﬁclosures;' : e T e RS
1 1/ Two: copies of the rollowing: o T
Lo 1. Lord Winserton .to the Ambassador) = - .

= March 10,1944 (255/T12).

2. Sécret;memorandbm”oniRefugéébchildrén;
AnTFrance, March 1 1944 (1¢/216/986)

oL Py H Wi Emerson, oty oo . :
.87 Becret ‘memoraridum’on Réscue,Concealment. =~ - v -
i _3n§jPﬁ659rvaﬁioh'df‘Refhgees-in'théiﬂccgpied‘r

R ) N
: . . N
Y BASSY CF Twg

-",Lorngon » March 11,1944

-

zang- §§&1?5l,li—t,e;:CO-Lln;triﬁﬁeqffE,u!?OP,ﬁ?r March-1.,
1944 TR L

by HiW ., Emerson.: B : B
—rahslati6p~of'réporbs:receivéd'inTLondon;—
‘ebruary, 10,1944 from the_Jewish National ..~
;Cémmittee,gresidingrin_Warsawkl PR E e
‘Secret memorandum dated itarch=10,1944 by~ - -

LEmersonsubmitting definite. proposals - -
~the:Governments::
1d-the United States.

“Dept. Letter, 1-11:72

. Paris Date_ SEPC 81972

P
o
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" ENCLOSURE No.1/(1) to des-

pateh No,14413 of March 11,

- S 11944, from the Embaasy at

ol L - London, Englangd.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GOMMITTEE On REFUGEES

_Our Ref.: 255/112 ... _ = . B s N

Your Ref.: : ’ S ara. Regent Street,
3 » : “. . ‘London,S.W.1.
a 19th-March,1944,

My dear~Ambassadof.r o

_“As. Chalrman of the ‘Executive Committee 4T am
enclosing -three Membranda by “the Director arising
out of Drp, Kullmann'sfvisit to . Switzerland. Two of

America, It woulg clearlyube"prémature ‘fosbring’ -
them beforeithe’EX§Cutive Committee until they have
beeri- considered by the.two governments , While,  there-
fore., T ‘am sending ‘a copy to the ‘Foreign Orfice ask-
,ingrfor,considérationjof the proposals by the Bpit-
-ish Government, I have'instructedAthé Director. not
‘to- circulate ‘them at this,stage:to the' Executive: \
Committee, Before I instructed the Director “to make
Specific propogals, T thoiight 1t desirable to take
some actionfasrBritish representative:and I “shoulgd
much appreciste an opportunity of an e8arly ‘talk with
Your Excellency In ordsr to explain how “the matter
stands,.” . o 7. : . ;
Sincerely yours,
“iWinterton =

ﬁf 7315 Eicelieﬁbyifhé?Héhquréblé;Jéﬁn GiibértEWinanti'

- “Embassy of thngnited,States of 'Amerida

:&gﬂﬁyanQh:Squane%iW:i;i?iffrw - A




. Enclosure Q;l/ (6) to despatch
No0.14413 of March 11,1944 from
. the Embassy at London,Englang.,
. - MEMORANDUM ~
The - Chalrman has asked mé;,:in pursusnce of ‘my two Memoranda
of the:1st March, 1944, to submit definite proposals for the con-
--sideratlon of.the.Governmeénts of. the United Kingdom and Uniteg
States"of‘Amerdca. : Lo
My ‘Proposals aréjns”fdiioWS;.”'
RS TiE ;
(a) Assistence to be,utiliseﬁ'insideVSWitzerland on behalf of
persons who;are¢giVen—temporary asylum there,

" Help to the Swiss Go#érnﬁéntibylailoWing,additiopal imports
of food and’clothing‘into §witzerland in‘accordance: with the
number  of persons to:whom*asylumris.giVQQ, : : -

(b) Assistance to private op anis&iigggiwhoﬁhavel uaranteed
5 the malntenance of groups of refugeas inside Switzerland.

t
The organisatiods,conﬁérhedf&péﬂprov1ded'with the necessary
) financialvresourcesilargely by funds d.in’
- ' the Swiss public,'but;pqrtlyvby asslatance from Amer
’ tions and,.in particular, th ‘Joint&Distribution"Committee. The
assistance-here required 1s. the grant ol licences to the Ameri-
can ‘orgenisations concerned for the remittance. of ‘the necessary
funds. Hitherto, the licences have been obtainable, and it 1s T
-proposed that they should COntinue—toVbev,adQ available. If they
: can'be,made,availableiét_the official rate,; (as™apparently has
been . done ‘in one or.-two récent cases), this' will be of con-
siderable value to the organisations concerned in helping them

~to conserve thelr furids forgother“burpbses;'For the present, a t
--any rdte, the -Swiss organisations,]with the help of.‘the American
: organisapions;Lare,well able to cover the -1iabilities they have

”5incurréd,:and'therefiﬁﬂng‘necessityifcr the Amerlcan: and British
“Government's;, for : he. time béing,;to;giVé‘direct finaneial assis-

e : ftancq?fbtfﬁhigipurposa.“j

,,,,, R e LR S S L P O S S

,Oggfétiohs'butsidé Switiérlandlwitﬁ'Switieflénd—a

s 'a-base.,

el rThéSéipperaﬁionaihﬁv

e beon hitherto partly on a cash basis

EX5) sigly the former répresenting something

»8:-credlitibe
Hé-tota :

onthe present cdsh scale, @
nt;fif%thernchssaryi
iéistércglphopbséd ares-

=2 7(1)-The’ grant of the necessary: icéQCes,enabling}them_tor” :

- :ﬁ:hbtaih%id}Switzgplaﬁdiébr%éome?other~neutral~countpy;f'"” s :
-~ rthe nebéssgryjfoﬁeign'eichangelforvbpergtions,1n¢cth@r

‘countrl »2:64g 7 Roumantan "1el. for operations in . vl

Roums; 'thefliceﬂéeS'bping:subject'to the necessary

to?ensﬁre’that%the'dollgrS'br,SwisS“francs,:

a8 the case iay, be’; " doino ¥ ‘of“the -

“for. the benefi




B : . (11) Here again 1f the 1icences can be granted so that !
remittances can bs converted at the offiecial rate,
the voluntary organisations would be berf'ited ac-
: cordinglyo

It is not proposed for the present at any rate, that
the “fmerican and British Governments should make any grant for
Vﬁcash operatlons.’

(b) Credit Operations.'

(1) The scale of these, at present is not exactly known.
- : ’ Since.the beginning of -the war to.the endc of 1942, they in-
volved roughly eight million: dollars. They are probably now on
ia scale of about three million dollars-a yéar. My information
is-that these might be lncreased to -a maximum of twenty million
-.dollars, but this would. obvio®sly: talke a considerable time.
I'.would'propose -that the Amerlcen and British Governments
make a provision:jointly, to the Intergovernmantal Comnlttee, -
of - four million.déllers:in the first place, in ordsd to ex-
tend these credit operations; thus. raising ‘them. to.a possible
~annual limit of Seven million dolbars, the position being re-
~viewed 1eter. : o

(11) If this proposal were accepted the actual sum of
four million dollars could be-either:given at once to the
Intergovernmental Committese, to be held by "1t in:suspense

" account, to meet its liabilities dfter the war, or:the funds
could be provided after the‘war:inaccordance with the lia-
bilities actually incurred up to a’. maximum of four million
dollars. ' 3 ; ; : .

7 (ri1)- The Intergovernmental Committee would be-in a

~position t6 make-the necesssry arrangements:with the“orgenisa-
tions and individuals carrying.on the ‘operations:in Switzer- - ; .
land to extend them up to theg : escribed limit. : :

(iv) The operatlons could ‘be defined onthe’ following - L
~1ines’y=:The ‘persons.to whom assistance should be extended ,
- £ would be:-thosé:who had had’to leave, or might have to leave,
“theirs countries offiresidence on‘account of ‘race, religion or

= .. opolitical ‘bsliefs; and-who were:in ~dangeriof-1ife-or liberty.
. : . S “The majority would be "Jews-but there would be others. The. y
‘*At4*~7¥4\~4-;;44k4‘llll,_;i;,5,lobjectfof the operations would be. the esc¢ape of persons to- ’

‘neutral_ countriss oT other ¢ countriés ~of-comparative-safety; - . .~ .
~rescue from:internment camps; coricealment inside occuplied or -
Z-satéellite: countries, including .the provision ‘of “f alsg ‘docu-
- ~.ments, etci, ‘and the preservation ‘where necessary, of- such
s : - !persons in concealment._ B : ;

R apable ‘of “use *as a means of currency, and 30 place foreign -
Sk exchange. at the disposal:of ‘the’ enemy. The: ‘form:of. repay=:
‘ment: - hitherto agreéd:upon has been -the’ payment of e ‘fixed- num—'

- “ber of dollars: aften the.war. The. difficulty about receipts:
night be overcome either,:(a) by :a.form which made ‘1t non=:-

b) by ‘ah ‘arrdangement under whichl‘eceipts ;

= regard. to - each transaction, but-were-placed-in.
‘safe deposi in‘Switzerland itself,'and were not handed ovar

|
i
e
|
i
!




III

£

Relations between cash and credit transactvions.
“The facllities for credit Tansactions, and therefore, the
necessity of cash transactions vary from country to country,
For instance, it is easy to.ralse credit in Bungary because
there has been little persecution of :Jews and practically no
confiscation of Jewish property. Thers'is a bilg Jewlsh popula-~
tion.. It is-very difficult to. ratse-credlt-4in Jugoslavia be-
cause ‘there are:véry Tew Jews left, and thoase there are have
very few assets, A uniform: practice ‘¢annot., therefore, be
applied-to all: countries. But-:ln &-‘country. whers ecredit can

be raised, it 1s undesirable, unless:all operations can be

put on a cash-basis; to-carry oncash:operations to an extent
which will”undermine  credit, This iga matter -which will need
watching-in the.issue of ‘licences; but-the organisations con-
cerned are 'allve to:this matter and-are-in the best,pgsibion,

- to adviss, . % N

LIV

: - Similar operations'fromrbéSes_otherathan”Switzeriand.

I understeand that some of the A1lisd Governments ang,

in particular, Foland, are’, with the agreement of the American

and British Governments, financing opérations of the same or

similar character, partly from their ‘own resources and partly

from resources made availdble by volnntapY‘organigtlons. It

woild seem that the only action required here 1s that the
faeilities to such Governments should beextended so, far as
_pogsible. -~ 7 . S : : -

HooW! EMERSON )

Director.




MEMORANDUM- -

{Allied, statelsss, ‘and ex-eneny. -
refugees in Switzerland..’ (Statug’
- Of projects .as diselased by files ..
of Visa: Division, Sta ©: Department. )-
I. . Negotiations between American, British ;

Governments respecting the problem in genergl.. -

U

After the fall of Mussolini on July 25,7193 and ‘the Allied -
Armistice of September g, 1943 ‘many refugees fled to Switzerland .
from Italy and from-that part .of France formerly oecupied by Italian
troops... The following documents. relate’ to:these refugess and also
discuss:the broader question . of Anglo-~Anierican-Swiss poliey toward
the reception of refugéss by Switzerland. = ° S i =

L. The eéarliest -documeént in the Tile is ‘s telegram from Winant
to. the State Department,” dated September 9, 1943 in which: reference
‘1s made to-earlier messages from the Department to the American -
Embessy, London, which are not identifed.  The telegranm refers. to

~an:inforaal meeting in the office of: the Director of the Inter—~ )
Governmental-Commithee on Refugees, which was attended by ‘the ‘Embasgy,
the Forelgn Office, tie Director, and the Vice Director.  The follow- -
ing personal-suggestlons were presented by.‘the  Director for the
consideration of the State Department andithe Foreign Office. - The
suggestiong stated that prior meisages Trom. thie Department raiged

two questions which are ¢losely relateds (1) The safety of refugees

and Swigs @

in Italy proper, and {2).-The safety of refugees:. in-portions of :France = .

formerly occupied by the:Italians.- The ‘unconditional surrender of .
Italy has changed-the-position in some respects.  The situation 1g -

o= bevber dn that (1) direct-negotiations with. the ~Ttalians: now can.— o .

take.place; (2) it is-in ‘the interest of the Italidns to satlsfy the
wishies 'of the Allies;-(3) it ‘may be-expected that the territory in- ..
Italy-oceipied by the Allies will ‘expand; ‘and (4)! the prospects that - -
Swﬂ;zarland,will—hav‘e: access-to countries not oceupied by the enemy;

CiC are improved.. -This may have an iimport'antrinfluen'ce,‘on’r the attitnde -

- of the Swigs toward giving asylum to refugees. -On"the: other hand, .- -

““unconditional” surrender may complicate matters-becaise (1) ‘the ‘Germang . -

: -~ will ATy bo-conitrol- as much bf,:Iﬁaly,asz,they,can;g? (2)the Germans . .

On*the-basis of “the:above, ;ibhé'féﬁlgeés in Italy 'fcm; be aided by. -

. will control departments of France hitherto controlled by. the Ttalians:




(1) ‘encouraging or bringing ‘pressure upon ‘the .Itslians to assist
their eseape; .(2) ‘encouraging- the Swiss to give asylum to refugees
from Italy. ~To be'effective 5 -this mist include assurance regard-
“.ing food supplies:and assirance that Switzerlend will be relieved
of the refugees as soon as pogsible. The latter might take tKe
form that, as-soon as possible, the Allies will take back into
Italy the refugees from that country in’ Switzerland. -This assur-
ance should be confined g returning “the refugees:to-Italy and not
3 o transfer elsewhere because’ (1) other places are needed ;for other
.refugees; (2) it is easier to return the refugees: to Ttaly; and
(3) if the refugees are:returned to:Itdly it will be eagler to solve
. the problem of their: eventual dispositidn. . The Director made it
“s+'elear that the above. suggestions related only to foreign refugees
in Italy. : EREE .

: ‘2. 0n Sépiémber 24 Huil sént a'_tel'egramf:tor the Ameridan ‘Embassy,
London, in reply: to ‘the above. He stated-that in view of the military

situation in Itely the’ Ltalian Government could not take steps to
insure the safety of thé' refugees in -question. Heénce there remained

“the-sole possibility (un:l_ess the refugees  could’ escape to Spain, which

seemed unlikely) of their crossing to Switzerland. - Before discussing

- with Washington agencies the Director!s proposals for facilitating
the refugees! entry into Switzerland,” the.Department deemed it advis
able o obtain & definition of the Swiss Govermment's attitude toward
. ‘the- recephion and maintenance-of the refugees.. It was suggested tiat
- -Fhe: Britigh Government instruct its-Minister ab Bern %0 approach the

- ~ .Swiss Governnent: at-the some time that: the American Minister makes his )

- ‘approachi”

T T T R T0n"September 27 3y, Winant replied to  the- Departme
: - - that the Foreign Office proposed to send ABN instruction:to the )
- British Minister ir Beta along the following 1ine: (1) The British
. Minister should, after. consulting the American Minister; inguire of -

' [t2lian. Arnistices- (3) fhat-was the number of refugees:and prisonsrs’

&5 stating —

& Swilss Government how many refugees were: in the country before the-

——admitied after-July 252 (3) Vihat-assurance -would: the-Swips-Government
_ - need or‘expect from the-Britich-and Americ
GloLoTiTrhreceiveand: mz@intain’;femg'eés?f The Foreign-0ffice felt that the- two

tates are anxious t6 do anything. to encourage Bwitzerland to receive

- and Taly:

an- Governments in. order to. .

minlsters:should point out. that furnishing: any- supplics-to. Switzerlend
vould-be difficult st “the ‘oment, but that Great Britain and the United

“refugees; gince it s the only country of refuge for persons “in:France




—

.. %:°.0n October-5, Bull’ telegraphed the American Embsssy, London,
that the Department had ingtructed Bern to:cooperate with the Britisk
Minigter along the-lines suggested, but that 'a distinetion shoulc be
made between refugees from persecutich and:others vwho should be prose-
cuted for,having'perseeuteé:those'preséntly atterpting to escape their -

Jurisdiction. ~On.the same date Hull telegraphed the American Legation,
Bern, the import of.all the above maésagesrand'reférred to Bern's 6103,
September 30,. copy or which ig.attached, “Inlight of the informetior
contained in. the September:30 message, Hull ' steted that the American
VanﬁVEritish'MinisterS'might,wish\to Sﬁ?mit recommendatiors for o dif-

ferent course. of action?thahjthét,prgposggﬁgkgygiiiﬁgﬁ

} . "5, On October 11, thgtBritish and “American Minis@érs communicated'
with the -Swiss Governnent “along” the line“sugcested by the British.

6. 0n October 15, Hull telegraphed,Bern;requesting,complete
information respecting :the inflix of réfugees ‘into Switzerlend, stating
thet groups within the United States were bringing pressure. to aid
‘these people. S DonheinTEe : B

. T 7. ‘On: October 20,  Harrigon replied ‘to-the Department that the
: request. for information had been submitted to the Swise Governmeni.
He: steted that the number of refugees of all categories in Switzerlend .
) on October 12,-1942 wag officially estimated at: 61,462 These included
©T T 355500 military internees (including. 20,685 Ttalians and 10,500 Poles); : - /

~ - 8,200 temporarily admitted emigrants (principally Jewish refugees); and i

26,000 other civilisn refugees. Escaped” prisoners. of war-aré.interned

in camps-and separated from civilisns. Civilien refugees (gpart from

emigrants)’ are placed in camps, institutions; private: homes on farms,
ther residences, ‘and in only 4 few cases are allowed
liberty of movement. o T . :

- “schoolsy o
. unrestricté

. 8 i 8. :

On-October - 27, Harvison wired the. Department—that on October.25 = ~i . . ° = -
the'Swiss,Gevefnment'had'givenfa preliminary reply to.the questions.
asked by the Department pn.Octqber}5,,—The»Sﬁiss expressed a lively:
- appreciation of the United States Government!s interest in. the problem.
= .- ~There:were: 33,000 refugees in Switzerland prior to the Italian Arm~" -
istideEﬁVThésé,ipclﬁde 10,500 -Polish military internees and 78 British ; ;
. >fintefnees;who,entered,in June 1940, plus-civilian refugees of whom . - S e

h

TR T, 950 (Wmostly from central Europe) entered s itzerland before “September -
B A S 1,;1939-m,§inée§the,war;andiupitp,Janqary,l,—1943, 9,400 refugees
e T ~entered the- country - subsequent. arrival:of Civiligns,hgs been at
S T TR T e ratetofr 500 ko, 800 ‘per month: . Counted among 14,000 civilisn refugess = -«
B T ““who entered from. ‘the beginning of the ‘War to. the énd’o£4Augustﬂl943




are about 3200 Germans (90, Jews), 3,200 French, 1,100 Dutoh, dnd
3,700 Poles. o b e AT

e Tie AW

In addition to 3,300 refugees’ in:Switzerland at the beginning
of September 1943, the country ‘has given ‘shélber to many who could
depart overseas before the total oceupation of France (vefugees: from
central -Burope). or ‘be repatridted (29,500 Fredch soldiers. interned
from June 1940 to February 1941, 8,500 civilisn refugees in June

and-July 1940, ete.).

The change of . the Italian Government in July .25, '1943'1ed to

no.great increase in” the. muber of refugees in Switzerland, the
August figure being 7705 but. the:Armigtice. of September '8 caused

8 new influx of more’than.29,000: - This brings nearly to 63,000 the

" number . of refugees in Switzerlend today. - Of the 29,000 vio came
since Septerber 8,.there are 20,500 Italian soldiers; 4,000 Italisn

“eivilians - and prisoners:of war-released from Ttalian eamps, includ-
ing 1800-1900 British, 300-400..Greeks, “700<800" Yugoslavs, 200 French,

h ~ ete, . T

Needless: to-say, this number-of refugees his placed great .
burdens on Switzerlsand which become.greater ag their stay -lengthens. '
The Swiss Government hoped that:'it would soon-furnish a survey of

. the problem with an éxplanation of the various measures which ‘would
assist that Govermment in.carrying out”ibs taske.: i -

’.thebDbépér"r,mé‘nt i:elegrébhed the American’
ubhorizing :them -to transmit the information con-
e message to the Director of the Inter-Governmental

; 9. . On November:.13,

. Embassy, Tondén

. tained in“the &
Committees.

ST 10. “: 0n "November 19,  Harrison communiceted. to he Depaxtment: -
_the contents of a note from the Swiss Government, dated November 16, .
< containing further information and replying to the’ questions which
. itish'and Aerican’ Governments.  The note. )
{ greater muibers of.refugees’ from bellig-
§ ogition, and " . ==
offer anything. =~ ~ 7 T ¢ : i
: - v wigs :Government 1s
- ntain ity.. The-large mmber of refugees in - s
.. Switzerland congtitute an ungtable and.in most cases’an unasaimilable: - 7 -
: . UL mii T elementi. s Théy all know: that Switzerland can give only. temporary )
e T e e L5 - rasylun-while awaiting repatristion: to countries of. origin or emigra-
g R S ere: they can make’ new homes, It ‘would be of




great value. if. the Swiss authontiee were . certain that as soon as
eircunstances would permit; the Ameriean Government will lend its
cooperation in- aesunn= thelr departure. s

Sm.ss authorltles are concerned abou’c, keeping the z-eﬁg,eee
orderly and quiet. . Policé:control is not enou,;,h. The most effec—-
tive way to combat demoralizatisn is ‘bo- keep -tHe refu,ees at work.
But. this is possible only:if the stable population is not unemployed.
If native labor must be employed on public’utility works to lessen
unennloynent, refucees can’-no lonber be glven suéh work.—

The extent to whlch Swiss indus‘bry can be kept active depends upon
the possibilities of importing “and exporting. A reduction in forezﬁn
trade resulting in unemployment. would have grave reperéussions on
the increasingly serious-problem .for Sm.'bzerland of receiving and
caring for refugees., .The Swiagd Goverment would be grateful to the
-American Government if it would give- sympathetic. consideration to
this aspect of the question; the importance of which from a moral
v - and"practical standpoint :goes ‘beyond ‘material: changes involved in
caring for the refugees. :These changes are not negligible. Apart
from gifts in-cash (over 12,500,000 Swiss francs) and in kKind- (clothing, .
foodstuffs, loan of buildings and grounds, maintenance of refugees .
by individuals free of- charge), Swiss expenses and advances for
refugees exceed 100, 000,000: francs. .. ‘These expenditures inérease
daily and by. mlllione each month, . Should this be prolonged, addi—
t:.onal flnances wn.ll ‘be necessary :

To procu:ce warm clothinb 5 etc. for nearly 63 OOO refu,ees,
30,000 of ‘whom®arrived within a few weeks in a destltute condition,
] . . ) : -1t has been necessary . to. draw on ‘stocks set aside for Swiss c:.villans . : -
e e e s L and fope the Sw:Lss ~Army., EE i e e o S

. 'The ‘increase in 'I:.he nunber: ox refugees :meoses an :Lm.reas:.nel.r
. -greater burden on food supplies., “ The Swiss Government hopes: that
<. 7~ in-case. of -need it could meke supplenentary pu.rchases and -that the
SRR American Government’would- license ’t,he pu.rchase and transportation -
. bl ST TS b textlles and- foodstuffs. LT : a i e L

bn December 9 Hull telegro.phed the. Amerlcan Embessy :Ln
: i ransmit -the import of - the above tele- -
'o the D:Lr'ctor “of” th Inﬁer—Governmental Cormm.'btee. G -




£

12« On December 13, the Dep'artment’redeived a telegram from
Wiilson, Algiers, steting. thet Harrison'in Bern-had récommended aic
for 26,000 Italian civilian. and nilitary refugees in-Switzerland 5

“.and that funds be raised among Italians in the United States by pub-
1'Lc subseription.. Wilson concurred: in Harrison's 'recominendatio_n.

13." On December 17, Hull ‘gent ffozth;e,Am'eriéaxi Enbassy at
London. a suggested reply to the Swiss note: of December 16 vhich was
reported in Harrison's message of: November—19- ‘The suggested reply
. expressed the appreciation of: the United ‘States Government /for the
--generovs reception which the Swiss. Goveérnment has extended to.
refugees. The United States looked forviard-to the time when these
. refugees may be repatriated and it would lend: its- cooperstion in
“every feasible way to the achievement of this end.’ The United States
also apprecisted. thé burden upon -Swisg Tesources which.resulted from
the care of refugees and would give sympathetic coneidération to
propogels. of the Swiss which Would ease -this burden.” The American
N “vr and British Goveérnments would'give as favorable conslderation as circum-
' stances permit to reqitests for adéitional imports of ‘foodstuffs and
*textiles through the blockade; ~Reference was made ‘to’ the Department's
telegran. of Oé¢tober 15 in which'it was mentioned that relief organi- .
zetions in-the United States desire to assist. A substential -amount -

of money is aveilable in the United States if the Swiss Government
desires to use 1. .o o LTI :

Z3The -gbove. ,meésage' vsjaéf';‘epeatéd “to"Bern. .-

D ) Vo On Tanvsry 1, 1944; “Hull telegraphed to the :lime'r:_lean Lega—
. o ' “tionm, Bern, referring to Bern's 77275 December 9, which-is ‘not in the
B R -+ e file. " The Department assumed that’ the :suggestion in the final pars-

graph of that message: ie Magistratils .and mot the Legation!'s 1n view =
of -stetements made in Bern, 7262, November: 19 (ot in the file), from
“which the Department gained the-impression that the Swiss. Government . L ;
preferred.to handle.the refugee situationitself and would not welcome - IR
-, unsolicited outeide assistance.,  Thig impression was: strengthened by. - -
.Genevels ;373 November 24+ (Copy of Geneva's: 373, November. 24, is

]

i -atteched hereto.) — -

)

“the D part{mgﬁt'.?ﬁfiéé's'ag "ot October 15, there exists
T e - od States both the desire and:the’ funds to-assist refugees - .
R ~in Switzériand. -The American Red -Oross ld ot taking action for the B

resent, in view of Geneva's 373, Novembeér 24.




>\'\ - :;.

‘The Department, pursuant to Bern's 7262, had discouraged the
transmission of funds to Switzerlend. for refugée assistance although,
- 'as will be noted from the Department's message: of December 17, the
United States is prepared o ass;Lst the Smss 1n thls matter in
every feasible way. : S

In the followmg cases, most of which were flrst cleared w:.th
the Swiss, funds either have been transferred or authorized for trens-
_ fer: - (1) §10,000 for Yugoglav. refugees by - “American Friends of
5 Yugoslavia through Intercross; -(2) $21,000 for Czechfrief‘bg?aes from -
the United Czechoslovek Relief; (3) %73 000.-for expenditure by the
American Committee for Chrigtiand Rei‘ugees, (4) u.nde'bemlned, but
unsubstantial,” amounts from French-North Afriean funds in the United
‘States for French refugees, to be expended by ‘M. -Deleusse.  In addi-
t:Lon, the Polish _American Council has been &duthorized to transfer
$120,000. per year for the ass:.stance oi‘ Poli<h mihtary 1nternees.

K It is open to question whether a public ca.mpaign in -the. United

- " ‘States for funds to assist Ttalian refugeés would be desirable st
this time. -However, sources probably could be found from which funds

¢ could be obtained if the Swiss Government desires. :The-Department -

wishes to have the Swiss views'on the matter, as well as Bern's

comments~on-the entire question of remittances from the United StateS'

to Switzerland for rei‘ugee rellef.

15. On January 5 » W:mant sent -8 telegram to the Department, .
;- - copy of -which is attached hereto, - stat:mg that the message of = ..
= S December :17: from the Departuént was: communicated to the British -who
T 7 ‘propose a modified draft6f the: reply .to the. Swiss note. 'As will be
cbaerved. from the attached document, the British modification does
except that "1t takes the :f.‘oz'm oi a: joint note from the British and
American Governments and ‘expressed the hope that the refugee problem o )
-would;be discussed at the forthcom:.né Lordon economic coni‘erence. L - : - ,

- T cemle L ~16s On Ja'ua.ry 20, Hull ‘notified the. Amerlcan E‘mbasey at London
- T e __thatjhe_mndifled_ngje prepared by the British was acceptable. It :
S i jas suggested that the British Minister in Bern might wish to sup-~ -
-port-the note:to-be. ‘presented:-by the American Minister rather. than
Lo e - ‘present.an identical. note 3eln has ‘been instructed to delay pre-— e
e : - f—eentation of—-the-: revised -note until- the British Minister, after - - .-
Tt having received instructions from his Government; has. discussed the
matter- with the ‘American: Minigter in Bern: On January 20; the
- .revised note wag gent to ‘Bern with instructions Yo delay presenta— -
“tion- u.ntil thex British M:I.n:\.ster discussed the matt.er., ! Bt




17. oOn Janua.ry 28, Harrison in Bern wired the Departmcnt
st&tlng that the Br:.tish Minister had received the same note except
that it ‘omitted reference :to the sympathetic. dttitude of relief
“work organizations. Harrison asked 1nstructions ag: to whether such
reference should be made. "

18. On February 2, Hull 1nstructed Bern to 1nclude t.he above-
mentioned reference s:.nce the Br:l.tishrha.d egreed t.hereto. :

II. Negotiations between American and ‘British Gwerﬁments
respecting reference of problem to Inter-Governmental
Lommittee. )

" 1. -On December-8, Bucknell in London sent a telegre.m to._ the
Department setting forth a note of December:3 from the Foreign
s Office.and asking for- instruetions. ' The rnote stated: that the
- British-feel that there is a'case for handing to the Inter-Governmental
Committee the problem presented by civilien refugees,-allied or state-
less; in Switzerland. : This would fall within the policy of lighten- .
ing the Swiss burden.. However, neither Allied ‘military refugees
(escaped prisoners, of war), nor mllitary internees:in the :striet
“sense (e.g. British and Polish Division) should fall within the
‘Committee's ‘sphere-of -action:- The note. reguested thie London Embassy
~to-get the. Department s views on this.  If the Department agreed,
the British and American Governments could cooperate in drew.ng up
‘a reference to the D:Lrec'bo : . :

’ 1nstmeting the ‘American Embassy, Lonuon, to collaborate with the
—Brltlsh in dr&v.mg up-a reference to the Director of: the Inter—»‘

- i R : 73. On Jam.mry 18, 1944, Winant telegraphed the Department, R o L R
T Ry referrrng—to—his—letter of-December-17- (missingfrom-the file)-and—' -l S

S E cAnstructions of“the Depe.rtment, dated December 16, t0 :collaborate = .- - - ) .
with-the British in makihg-a joint Feference to-the ‘Inter-Governmental - C ;
Comnittee.  (Copy: of Winant's-cable is attached hereto.) " Winent i .0 ) S o
: reported- thet the following -reference was suggested by the Britishs S ; . . F

T *’(l) The- Inter-Governmental Committee’ will be asked .to’ care for state--

less persons a.nd ex—enemy refugees in Sw:.tzerland, refugees of Allied




nationaln.ty should be cared for by those gcvermnents y but there would
be nothing egainst anmy Allied govemmcnt sésking the help or advice

of the Committee; (2) Any Swilss request for exceptional blockade
facilities for the maintenance: of refugees should be addressed. to

the British and American Governments. The Inter-Governmental Committee
could not handle this matter. . If:the :Sviss need financial assist-
ance, this should be done through 'bhe Inter—Gwernmental Comm:.ttg‘e.

: s On February 2, Hull suggested to London certaln modif‘ica—

5 . tions of the reference propoged: by ‘the Britishi {Copy of Hull's
telegram is attached hereto.) . Briefly, the revision clarlfied two
points: (1) The Committee should ‘not. be expected to assumé responsr—
bility for providipg material aid, ‘but it -may act in a ednsultative
éapacity; and (2) ‘The Committee should be the agency through which
activities on behalf of refugees in: Sw:.tzerland shoula be cleared.

s

B Afté.chments;
NOTE: Hie ';gg Docmnents_ 7 ) ; R o
o f, 1. ‘Bern, 7727, December 9y ik o ' o

. . "2i..Bérn;. 7262,: November 19. "
B T T3¢ “Letter from London da'bed Deeem’ber 1’7.
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Attachments for: Memorandum .of
February. 14,1944 entitleds

"41lied; stateless; and ex-eénemy
refugees in Switzerland. (Status

ot projects as disclosed by-files .
of Visa Division, State Department.)"
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» 7 ‘ 'LOHDOE
xDaﬁedeanuary15, 1944
~Reé'd 9155 p.m.

Secretary of State,

WéShington.' Gy Ly =
98 Fifth

ne communicated Lo 1<o:r*e>1gn Offlce draft pro-'

Dosed in Department's 7977 December 17 mldnlmht
and uave*q replv dated January 4 oroposlnv'd
modlfled draft as follows for Jhlch Der artment's
aDproval 1s recuested as soon as'P0351ole 1n
orcer: tnkt Uorelrn Offlce mav instruct Brltlsh
n1n1ster ‘at. Bern to coucert acblon w1th AmerLcan
"1n1ster-,

Governments are -

uerlcan ano Brltlbﬂf

i "The

- aware of and reatlv appr301abe the benerous

—;recegtlon extended by the Sw1ss Povernme t




'amention was made of the fjmpathetic attltude

: Uﬁi—ted ;s' tarte's" on', ;

=98, Wllth from London R 7
g‘0vermnenus. ars consclous of tne burden upon Swiss
resources whlch has resulfed from the care of such
refunees and w1ll be ﬂlad to rflve symaathetlc

con31derat10n to' euch pronosals ‘a8 the . Sw1ss Coverit

5

ment may wish tb«make,tGWQrd'easdh&*

'Switzerland.
The Swiss Government may be assuved thab the
Govermnents of tne Lnlted Vlngnom ana of Uhe Unl‘red

States H111

e us favorable coqs1derat¢on as may

,be oermluted by the 01rcamstancee to reunSUU Lor

the purchase and exuraordlnary 1moort throunh bhe

blockade of additional supplies of food stuffs

1n Wthh

art of varlous rellef

“the
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-3= 98, Fifth from Tondon -
Delegation's visit to:TLiondon fo’ discuss with re-
' preser}tativeys of - her-tv[g'—"gbx}e_rnmerits' any further
questions in' connection with the refugee problenm
which the Swiss Zovernment may!wish to rafse.".
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B A EE N 11 % 5 (E ' v R

T Genevar T — -
Dated Novémber 24, 1043

S ' . Ree'd 3430 a.m.; 2€th

ﬂecretary of>%tate,

“aenington. ' 7' ' : ; : -

_zna, Twenty-fourth. -
Aﬁpoa Agcaoss FROM JAMES.  + R Ty A
365, Your SF*’SQP

3 RN RN T,

Internees St Michelstgestel Ruuenber asaimllated
and eliglble for relief ‘ Camp v*sited by~lntercross.
33 Yugoelavs at: Komarqn Hungary definite status IO"S
Camp “ecterbork Holland.. 1s transit camn orinelpally for
Jeve. Interoross cannot visit or s@nd rellef thls camn.
Only ‘information here concerninngohannq Hart'received~
1n inauiry emnnatlng New York last year mhich etated
ahe deported October 1942. Intercrose irquired concern—
1ng her to° Jeuieh Councll Ameterdam on July 30 19 ‘
Intercroes unable make direct 1nqu1riep concerning
- }4~;”;;i, nfdenoﬁted neonle

Your SW588




- #173, Twenty fourth from Genevar

: m;BSLCF for delivery clvillan “onulqtion uithuaria.

Paravicini hqé oabled 'against 95909 Dackagee
Jccording uRIPadOLV hqnila manifest (after deductlng
ZBOC cartons food parcels dischqrﬁed Shonan for 11‘.3\].13'3
and 96 cases: uomens clothlﬂg for Shanghai) 2 46 packf

qgee were loaded TEIAMARU for: hanila."ﬂccording

) receipt dated November 8 1sﬂued by Lieutenqnt Jap—

Aneee. Army ranila received actuzlly 215f8 packa es
g

whereof about 200 1n loose coniiticn' vlll revert on

I

receiot furthﬂr 1n10rmatlon reouested from Paravicinl.

Your “584 minant well’ orisoner SUu_awluft
Fivﬁr nobltled Hovember 8 Londoa adviged some Qgpe.

Tour ‘81579 ‘ et

AMCTOS8 acceptéﬁce pyéSeﬁﬁ?s}tﬁatién'forwarded
Eglérq;thiresepvntxone staﬁed'yéur—cable. 7

'Your ““571 L 7 o 7 '

tisractory conaign drugs 'Joint "ﬂlief Com-

i ngx: gv 549 :
Qﬁis§Cr6§s reporus approximately 500 civilian :

Czechp refugeee Switzerland. Swisecrosa feels for—;

vardinv dollare mentloned ner month 1f used purchaae -

textiles here wlll have adveree effect on s'all reserves

- 7 ::,,— s o : » done




8 -3- #373, Twenty-fourth, from Geneva . : ; . N
done diatrlbution'by ﬂvisscrocs'itsélf' owisscross
etates not necessary ‘send foodatuffs as refugees
receive same rations as Cwigs. ,Alep suffioignt;medical 7
supplies Svitzerland. ¥ill advies further after talking
Kopecky: -
Your sw :50. My 362, i

Swisscroas renort reiteratea responsible 3wiss
authorities doing all posalbln ‘“nd SwiqscrOSP con-vi

duct:ng collection clothing other 1temv'favor .ef05

gees ‘military 1nLernees. -If reouested by National ' : f{
‘qea Cross Societles Bvisscross nilling helo ‘those™

societles aio ‘thelr reepective natlonals nom Jwit—

zerland but at ‘thie time Snisscross 1tself does not

reques L aid- from -any Nationzl Red Cross ociety

Snisscrocs 0041t10n that proolem ‘n above all al

problem ror %wityerland and its omn organization :,7 -
aithout honever, nrecludinp the Dossiblliuy that :

eventc misht necnssitqte Snisscroaa requesting ouLQide

*f aid}' lmoossiblﬂ,ar thiq tlme to secure more detailed

TR {nglnfornanon evich-ag " rnqueated your S”“o




cdnce first 170 neccnd 184 port exp#nses

. #37'fﬂTwenty fourth from Geneva
Your sw34g. ' ‘
'uateat reporf Intercroes 3°legation Greece ang-

"ere your oueatione concerning 5171 hospiualizeﬂ ex-

soldiers (one) yes (two) 'the hospitallzed exsoldiers .

are distinctly qeparateu from civil 1nvalida and cared

zor in eeparate establisbments' (three) hospitalized

exsoldiers receive normql rations enjoyed b{ eivll | s

population in adcition to aFP Intercrosq Jxet ror~f

warded long report concerning hOSD.rulllﬂﬂ and’ 1on;;

hospitalized Greek soldiers in breece.i&. -
L Mv 28e, “etail fiuures .irst and eecond Trans—

1tlantic tri“q C=vitas "1th analysis received am

fornarding. Figures first trip vary somenhat from

thope given my cqble. Operqfinv Pxpenses in thoueands

%misq francr crew first tric 109 ‘ae cono crio 98 qocial

inrurance 1yment@ firrt 11 ﬂecond 19 renairs ana up—

'*koe* firrt 51 gecord 23*fu91'firnt 95 eecond 87 1ncur—

first 7?

ﬁal first 748 secbnd 810

- %{," SR T L LT Redrern :




N

447—5:7#gaé,wi;enty-fourth;7from Geneva

Redfern lettér number: 77 Intefcroes prefers.
as offieial title-in English 'International Committe

‘of the Hed’ Croas"ﬁ Sugpest complying ‘their wish -

and thiq tltle be used partlcularly in 'The Red
Cross Newe and POm Bulletin' :

Intercrosa reports approximately 1700 Yugoalavs
FOWS Norway considered PO”S uruer convention and on

aame footing holish POwS 1nterned Norway. Latter

vigited by Intercross delegate andrlntercross able
gend relief. Iugoslav POWG Norvay need food clothiing
and while not visited on. last trip Vorway by Inuer—
crose de egate nn expects visit next trip.' Do you

authori.ze Iornardihg relief theae people.r Intercrosq

has 1ust he‘rﬁ fron camp leader 178 som'?2100 Amerd-
can Drleonere there some ot nhom traneferred from

qtalag 74' Clothinp situation satisf etory according




-8- #373)-Tweuty—fqufth,,from Geneva

“xtremely qerioue shortage freight care exyper-

lenced here- all this monLh :lnEePCPOBB doing 211

sible nith competent Sui,s herman 1uthor1ties.

W11l keeyp you 10qted

rirst carload containing :FP arrived Rumania

second containing food clothing

Bulgaria 1&ft here’ Vovember 29""'

DA

;ﬂsofm'w . PCHE




 TELEGRAM' RECELVED
CPLAIN
.Bern

¥:Jated September 30, 1943

Rec’d 8._ y.m.' ¥

Secretéry of State,

Ya shington. v . P Y
61G3, 30th.

Legbtinn's 5237, oevtemoer °3

- Federal - Counc111or von Cteiger head: Feuerel Deuartment
,Justiee and Police ‘informed Swiss Farliament nenteuber 29
that 21,8507 “refugess. From 1taly Yneluding 960 eccaped FOUS
arrived Switzerland eince September 1%.7 Total refup°a°
from gll:countries fiow. 57 V&4 Prs sviously. arpivals
~averaged: 30-dally now SOO : Despite rumors: no boruer
’1nc1aenfs occurred :

~2
w
O
(e
O
=
I
o
o
5.
<

'

T-TGQ%/GQGT'HVM "

“Friree. veeke: qu:rantlne 1 { -
ag: jrist. tyshus: ltnouy 'no L»ce yet notea ] .
withocapscitys oqtinﬂ 3 mxllion frante:  -srmy. .
“supplied 20500 blanxetc algo’ anuelclotn>b EOCAs.f'Ttnllanh
Torotobs usedl construotion work: woodcutt;ng ‘road bui;uiﬂg
uuarries where wost useful

) Fllltary considerat*on requ4re removal Lfrom- southeru =
St - -frontlier cantons of -recent arrivels from Italy ae soon-ag
oo .. posslble. From.legal  point of view Gletinction must be -
: ‘made.between- military Ainterneés whoee ‘stiatus Ls defined inv’

T TETT R ",1f'w¢ub¢1hcbluuaL Tew political~refugees to-whom- “right—ef- asylum
VU i = tended under certainsrules.and-panicky ‘civilians who'
Ve—ﬂo PFFFOD ol re" ~here “Right-of“geylun and:Swiss’
ontinue: toimotivate: Swise author~
who TUEt: also “be mindful Tof dictntes of : nntional :
"fety and prpctical posslbilitiee : . :

 HARRTSOR




¢ . o . TELEGRAM SENT

e P . B IR : ; 'fFepruary 2, 1944

L S - PLATN
-Department L - —

AVEVBASSY
LOFDON

829, secona'

Conoerning terms of apnroacn to IGC Dlrector ‘refierfed

to in your 452 January 18 Departmentf'uccests that the

',words QUOTE_seeklnr tbe help or. adv1ce -of: the Committee

UNQUOTE in last seqtencefof paregraph»numberea one be
cﬁiﬁged }te'read'QUO”ELéeekinﬁ”infermatidﬁ'aﬁd: advice from the
' Committee ﬁFﬂUOTW' It 1s our v1ew that aoove chanve makes
glear that the COmmlttee i's not expected to assume
respons1b111ty for prov1a1n naterlal ald but it may actr
‘in'a consultatlve capacitV.vl

rrhe fol]owinf' addltion is suggested at the end of 1ast

*EuCI/L BHSWE
Mre Pe11




Ty

- - - R - - - s =
R
—_— - @ /e
- - e’
IFR o CPLAIN
London e
; A }Dqt Ed Je nuary. 18, 194¢
Rgc}d;6.37 p,m.'
SeEcretary Qf Stétﬁ, e R e *

Washington.

452, elghteenth

e iy 1Etter of Decsmbsr 17'?[A'

We raise a with Forslgn OfflcE thE 1nstruct10ns

contalnsd in Dznurtmznt’s 7946 DEcrmbEr 16 qnd huVE o
received from ForElcn OfflcE thE follow1n0 rEply rE- L §

quzstlno DEp rtmant's agrEEmEnt on terms of.golnt * -

aporoach to IDtErCOVErnmEnt“l CommlttEE dlrector'

’ - : ;' ,'  "PlEnsE rEfEr to th t pQrt of your 1Ettrr to me -

_nstructlonsj

of DEcEmbEr EntEEnth whlch d'5ls Ultt

s rEcE;VEd by,thE Ur ltEd»StatES tmbassy~from thE~St €

DEpartmEnt' collaborats w1th ths BrltlshrGovernmEnt'

f rEfErencE toz hE DlrEctor of

in- drawn)c up tErms




';2- #452,‘Eightéthth;ﬁfrbm}Lohdon

or comment thE follow1ng tErns of rEfErEncE' i

"OnE. ThE Int;rLOVErnrsntal CommlttEE to bE

askEd to be thE uathfrmuy»to _ool after and bE rsspon-

gible for tnE carr cf staujTEss pErsons and EX~- EnEmy

rsfugszs in" Swwt criands: Though the adv1cerand;hslp

of thE Int;rgov:rnmbnt l CommlttEE rEprEsEntatlvc would

'_‘undouthdly be- valqﬂbla PEngdlng rEfugEEs, in genepral

WE fEEl that thoss of ulllEd nationﬂllty should be
looked aftep by ﬂnd bE thE rEsponslblllty of thEir
rEspEctlve govErnmentsw rOur rEason for thls is’ that
'AlllEd Governmsnts are most anY1ous to bsﬂr and are
: 1n fact bELrlng PESpOnSlblthy fbr thslr own rEfugEEs,

's'potent al supportErs when their

'looklng upon tnem

‘rESpECthE countrlss arE lleratEd TherE would “of

COUPSE,A £ no'

—'[ﬁsklng thE nElp or«adv'c:lof thE CommlttEE

'1ng agalnst "ny AlllEd GOVtanEnt

n connzctlon

w1th 1ts,r£fugEEs but WE should prEfEr ourselvas not

'to dlsturb thE Ex1st1ng practlcs.

i rEfugEEs ought WEE




oy

-3~ #4652, right Eghth,' ﬁ;om L;)'n,dop v

thE DEpartment hcrE to Whom comAun ications on this

ﬂnd~tnt qUEStlon could .conveniently

subgect,arz addrEssEd

‘be hundlad in congunctlon wlth thE Economlc Warfare

V'DlVlSlon of your'hmbasuy ThE Intzrgovcrnmental B

policy toward Sw1tzErlend. WE agrEE, howsver, th v

the Intsrgonvzrnmentﬂl CommlttEE would bE a useful
sourcE of informatiocn rEg“rdlng the numbzr and- nEEQS ﬂl‘*

L/
. N /.mu( o Hedait {;an wrlevet Lidienj be B N r»wznl; o *L”'“L";"" i
of thE rEfUUEES’w«‘JJ}ohu Jmmfu)mpfuj“gbqu. lornicttir fomes Ao N

"ThrEE. Ir: 1t 1s nEcEssary to hElp the S‘lSS

'financially,'a partlcularly dlfflc'lt problzm in prEsEnt

ielrcumstanczs, thE Intergovsrnmental Commlttsr should

E ,bE thE channsli hrough whlch flnqn01n1 hzlp ﬁo;bz




S Pangphrase g7 téiegraﬁ Mo, 2004, Hareh 30, 3 pem., from
P 'Bern, T e : N

Wgkhayéfsent}the_fbll?winggéelegr&n to Hadrid:

Wi'th refefenceito‘your'MarCh’27,38 P.m., classes

“of refugees described belovaill;be allowed to . enter
-:.Switzerland; - - A R

Political refupees (these‘”ndérstood,to,be defined
-as fugitives whojar0~snbjeqt;indivﬂdually to -arrest op
imprisonment‘because offpoliticgl beliefs); éscgped
prisoners,of'war,»desertérs; SWiss,;overdmggﬁgusually
does notvturn,downrhelpless~individﬁalsf(childfen under
six and pareﬁts'éécompanying ‘them:: pregnant~w6men, the sick,
the aged ang close relatives of;Swisa-natidnals. In.
-so-called "heartbpeal! daSes=humah§_diécretion is
exercised. ol LA e

| _ included about
100 desertersj 200 escaped~prisbners,oﬁ war, 700 French
(Alsation non-Jews): 200-Polish andHOther;Aryans, 100
Dutch,non-JewS;'BOQO or- a1l hationalitites {telegram to - . -
Department,rmarch'2, 1779)

©Swiss boliceiare Instructed that pérsons dencrted
Be. permittoqd bosreturn o ¢ 18y nce;theylcame,
-Same. way “thev came. iz ',5,nat;is»secfetel‘,
ﬁb,reduqe ris L T :

Under  hiimane ébnditiqnslLgdmiﬁted;refugcés~arej

T : ﬂ’"legaIIYfiﬁtérned’pursuaﬁi'tb‘newﬁfederal‘depree'of

s - ,'Iarch'lZ;;1945?iSeeiqur 1997,”marchx29,~notfalways inooo A ' !
- R . CUes S campsy Ifrabléébodied,;fhey are. required ‘to perform - o

Swork of,generaliungullnéSé.»,THeir<valgables are -
S ) j,fsubjecgrtb'sequestrétion;td_péyﬁéXpense of upkeep - S .
T and prbvidengndsifor éventugl}%migraﬁipn.~ I T SR

- Repeated to De;

VhtsqﬂlXéﬂ ) .
' HARRTSON




--Relief. are greatly inteérested in )

"+ fer 20,000 Jewlsh children from Ge

- ence was made to: London 4095, -June 21,1943 which was not found in -
- made ‘on“how. they ‘may. be promoted

~:corigindl Swiss pla

“fortheoming Anglo-Am
. does not-disclose th

i

= Februsry 14, 1944 :

- MEMORANDUM
Evacuation of 7100;000" Children Fron
Occupied Arsas ts Swifzerland, (Status
of Project:as DiSclosediby’Filesxqf
Visa Division, St&te Department.) -

1. .'The earliest documsnt in this file is a telegram dated
August 12, 1943 from’ Stone and Lehman in*Washington to ‘Riéfler and
Funkhouser, American Embassy s London, which states thati sometine
previously the British Fmbassy in Washington through Noel Hall re-
ported~that the:Swiss Government had responded favorably to-a.
prelininary approach relative 4o recelving -in-Switzerland up-to— -
100,000 children: from occupied areas for a limited period.” .The .. ~,
British suggested. that the Swiss select” the ‘childien ‘on the basis. '
of need without reference to political or racial ‘qualifications.

" The “telegran states further that the possibility of & similar
scheme for sending children to Sweden has been discussed. with the
British. . It was stated that the Stdte Departiént and 0ffice of ‘Forelgn
of :
‘the. World Jewish Congress, to .trans-
ermany. and’ occupied territaries
* (primarily-Poland) to Sweden for ‘the"duration of the Wari. -Refersuce

was made to the fact that the latter plan had been discussed by the
British Minister in Stockholm with the’ Swedish Government.. (Refer-

this plan and in the proposal
Mr. ‘Adler-Rudel,.representative of

“the file.) ' The telegram stated that the two Swedish plansiare under
active consideration in Washington ut.no final.decis  has been ;. -

r'?}Thé téiegra

stated furfher that -thers 18 no reason why the’
n-should ‘not bé pressed. (Nothing ‘was found-in-
thesfile concerning this plan, ) ‘The Briti suggested that negoti :
ns o this efid be transferred to London in oonnsa dofi with " 7
erican-Swiss War Trade Negotiation (The file. "
e date of this conference.) - The original. Britigh -
proposal-called for permigsion for Switzerland to import additlonal
: ng ‘eompensate ‘for any supplies
) earing. for:th
d-Governments-must-make-
Swiss franés
ne* propo




oy

to finance these arranzements it would Probably-be necessary to mske
a siailar stipulstion that:the Allisd Govermments must-arranze
directly with the Swiss for acquiring francs against blocked dollars,
The Swiss Government would be asked to:approach the German Government
and ‘to assume responsibility  for selection of thechildren, their
transportation to Switzerland, and pogaibly the cost of their mein-
tenance in Switzerland. ‘The Allied Govern'ments*eoul’didefray costs
outside Switzerland. S SRS

‘Riefler and Funkhouger were,instrudted to. discuss -the ‘above plan’

with MEW. -The telegram concluded that-OBW had ro.objsetion ‘provided

) -a satisfactory plan for selecting -the children was adopted: Copies

¢ : of corresponderice with Noel Hall: (not found “in the file) Veve being -
sent to London air mail. . ) o T

2.  On Seplember-24, 1943, James W. Riddleberger; First Secrve-
tary of the Embassy, London, wrote to Hull,  enclosing: copy of a -
- letter dated September 16 from Mr, Dinzle Footy Parliamentary Secre-
tary ‘of MEW, to.Thurnheer, Swiss Minister, and copy of Thurnheer!s
reply dated September 24.: Copies of these letters are attached
hereto. : Lo ; :
It will be observed that-iir. Dingle Foot gives the following
formal assurance on behalf of:.the British and American Governments:
(1) -These Governments heve learned with: satisfaction’ that the Swiss :
" Government Would, if-eclreunstances allow, . receive  children from. - - -
-“occupied areas; . (2). The British and: Anerican Governmentvs will zive
#faeilities for extraordinary imports’into Switzerland to.feed and - -
- clothe the children;” (3) Facilitiss of this kind: can'be’provided for - ..
: .. - 7.100,000 children, or morejik) is suggested ‘that thy Siiss Govern—
B R SR ment-may wish to- deternine ho n. ~be secar :

+_the_children:shall-be accommodated .

before: the-other. details; sucn ag. imports;:ete. are_congidéred: T . -

S In reply, &dit;él‘hmmhe,ét/sfafedj that he had communicated with R
‘his Government on the subject and that hev_rhoped,‘to}' report: soon,
although conditions .did nob promise: rapid developments. :

LT 3. '—Qn'DreQémberVZSF ;7“1943',;1' State Départ:nén},, fgtei‘depa_r‘tmen_tql' . St ) ‘ ) f
= - memorandum ‘£Fom Brandt “to; Travers™(copy of which is ‘attached) notes - :
S s or dlelabove Gorrespondence ‘and suzgests . I that a tel Tam be sent o

"-London injuiring:as to the status of  this matter.: Heférencé was




4. On January 13 the State Department received a telegranm from
Winent, London, which refers to London's: 239, January 11, which is -
not in-the.file,: .There is algo a bencilled.notation, "See telegram

o London Nov 381, Jan. 15, see teleg. drafted by FEA 2/2/44." HNone
of these telegrams hag been- found;, The telegram of January 13, copy
of which is attached, sets forth & telegram sent by MEW to the British
Legation, Bern, on January 12, ‘of -whieh the Economic: Warfare Division
in London was not informed untilﬂthe ‘telegram had been dispatched.
This telegram instructs ‘the British Legation to. request. the Swiss
.Government 4o approach the Germansas soon asg Possible for permission
in prineiple for children to- leave occupied ‘tervitory. : Thé British
stated they would be happy if the” inguiry-included Jewish children
from Germany and elgewhere. This would.eléar the ground for the
fortheoming discussions at the. London-conferenges ~ - -

: 5.  On January i, 1944 the State Department sent a wire to -the
American Embassy, Londoh, 'requesting then to ascertain the status of
the project.and report as soon as possible. " (The file.does not dis-
close whether such report has:been made.) - S -

: 6.  On February 3, 1944 Hull sent a telegram to the Ausrican’ —
Embassy, London, ‘referring to the above telegram of Jamuary 13 and
- . the Department's. 381, Jenuary 15, which is-not in the file. In
’ the telegram of February 3 the London Embassy was ingtructed to
- 77 assgociate itself with the Brit¥ish representations whioh it 1s’ assumed ..
: have already been madé. t0 -the Swiss Government s-in-view of the forth-
coming economic -¢onference at London. ' Tt was" suggested that the -
London Embassy discuss thé British position.with MER ‘and Anforn the
American Legation in Bern of the -background, Ve :

_*htbachments.

NOTE: .. Missing -Documents . -
London 4095, Ju - i R
~-Copies—of correspr N with Noel Hall "~ —
* of British Enbassy in Washington.

ZTondon 239, Janus e S e
_ Departmentfs=381; “Januery ‘15, : e o T -
VTelégram'drafted'byFEA,Februai‘y 24 ’ : :
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Secretary of State:
Washington,

U.S. URGENT-

527, Thirt eenth o
CONWIDFFWIAL POR LIVITﬁD UIST?I

vOP D:PARTMEFT AND VEA

EmbassyﬂsyESQr

Septembéf'é4~ 1945,

Pollou1nr telegran was: sent by ”EU to Jritlsh

Le"ation, Bern), on January~12.

0w1ng to an over51"ht

PLATIN
'London
. Dated January 13, 1944

B Rectd 4:35 Pefle

UTTOE - ONLY

January ll and despatch 11556

LWD was noU 1nformed unt*l telecram had been despatched.




#3527, Thirteéhth; ffbmftoﬁdpn;

MPlease rggﬁeét}£hgtthe§iiﬂ§w:a§ a first step ;nd
as soon‘as poésib{é;éﬁéfoééh tﬁe:éerﬁans for permission
in pr 1ple for. chlldren to 1eave a:cupied terr1+ory in
this connectlon. We snould be alad: 1f they would include
Tewish chlldren from Germanv andiélsewhere»1n21x1s

Furope -in the enaulry.f

“Thls ould cl=ar the- rrouno and faci lltqte the,
fortqcom1ng alscu551ons. It will be unaerstood of course
thqt the selection of cnildrﬂn under such a scheme éould
~not be 1efttn tne Germans or to pupuet r*O’tlenz’n_nents in
occupied countrles.

7 "“or vour 1nformation! if _the: Cermans refuse e
igtena,to 1ve fheir'attitude the fullest publlcity
: arise when;jou spea& to the Swissi
'av31d any unaertaklnﬂ that the ™ matter
w111'remain secret."r .
v“?w israwaltlnvryoﬁr v1ews on:ﬂmbassv's 259 before

- approacnlnf if : Legation here., Please expedlte reply.

TN e

CWID
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VD - Hr. Travers
) . Obt”ln“d from Mr“.'Crowe of your - -
,“ﬂfusee let,tuv dttlcped coRY. .of 3¢
H
- 7 .
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{.CopY ) _ (U
THE FOREIGN SERVICE

. ' ' “of ‘the -
) : . _UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA

" AMERICAN EMBASS

No.11336

| o L0

BY_AIR POUCH -

P S XL A A7 Y Y

: Léndon{iEngland, Seotember 24 1943

Economiq*Waffare7(ﬁ;§ckadé)rSeries’No. 654

_Subjeect:- Letter from Mr.‘FQQ!’,,}_?arliementary
~Becreétary of o MEW, 4o M. Thurnheer, the Swiss
Minister; and»the‘reply_of,M. Thurnheer
~concerning. the poseibility of receiving in
Switzerland children from oceupied territories,

The Hohorablef s i o
--The ‘Secreétary. of s State il
Weshington; D.: C. : -

i

& I have the henor 16" refer to. the Department'e - E
telegram No. 4860 of August 12,1943, and to enclose &
copy ~of = letter eent by Mp. Dingle 'Foot to the Swies
Kinlster on September 16, 1042, and-a copy of.the reply
from the:Swies Minister, dated Beptember 18, 1943, -

s Mo Foot'e letter was sesr end -approved by both . -

Mr. Riefler and. Mr, Funkhouéer'before_its,despatch to the . -
i Swiee ¥inieter.and ia believed to be coneletent with the :

o L ) polity of —our government as set forth in: your reference

i : telegram, ~— "7 oo o o TR SRR TERE

Respectfully yours,
B LFor the Ambassador: - "
= E B . - B e b 863 :

’3f?zJame34wﬁfRid&iebergefff

Firet 'Secretary of -Embaasy
1”Epon6mib~warfag§ Divieion .= . =

o P ' -
+ HE T R S

- :(COPIED.BY VDiRUiGF) ' . -

LY T prerAssTED
H N R State Dépt, Letbe'l‘,;l;lj.-?ﬁ

7 ByRHPrksDnte§£.E,lg1g72 7 e




: (copy) B -
Enclosure No. £2:%to despatch No. 11336 of Eeptember 24, 1943 , .
from -the Embegsy at London, .England. = : 7
- S e o ~

CQPY OF LETTER -FROM T“” gy s- 4iN13TER TC HR. DINGLE FOOT

September 18th 1943.

Dear Mr. Foot Ui 7: sl e ?‘ﬁf

I thsnk you very much for your letter of
September 16th, Ho. T:550/C/28," and-have -resd with
" greet 1nterest the assurances contained thérein
concerning the British and ‘U.. &. Governments'e
. ‘views on the reception in Switzerland of children
. ' 5 from- the occupled territories who are surfering
' from the coﬁéequences of “the uar.

fons .

‘I have 1mmedistely communicnted on -the eubject
with the Swiee Goveérnment.: Although the present
general conditlone do not reem very rromi ing for
rapld developments, I hope-to be scon-able to
‘revert to this matter which;jae you, Knou, I am
followinp w1th aeep symputhy -

'Yuurs sincerely,

’(’u.!.gu n .f \.u.‘nhe—e—“; - A HC,

@
. p,
R o
RS

=




oo eoRY). _
Enclosure No. 1:to Despatch: -No. 11336 of September 24, 1943
from the Eubasey at London, Englend,” 7

- ) ‘Ref. No. = - L B I ~
. P BR0/0 28 : BRY

- DRAPT' LETTER 0 THE 841ss HINISTER FHOK MR. FooT

. You will remember that:garl;er-;n the year we -
discusced -together the'poseibility10£fchildren from -
occupled territories beiﬁg'rece1VEd,in(Swltzerland,,if
the necessary arrangements,could'be—made.;'I}then told
you informally that His Majesty'e Government would
-faevour euch an actlon, and was glad to Tearn later tnat
your Government, though;foreseeing,cer;aLn»difficulties,
were themselvea sympathetic to the:ides and would be
¥1lling tmmediately to-etudy,the_queﬁtion’on,receipt of
a formal indication of His*MajestyfsjGOvernmentls'vigys.

5 ; SENE T e T
It has always been'understood that any arrangements
made in Bwitzerland,fdr,such;g p&rpbee’wouldrbeTGOhy

: - trolled by the Swiss;quernmedtwltsplfiwéenmthe’6thér"
T ’ hand ‘it hee alsc alwaye -been understood that the. 8wigs
’ authorities could not ‘be- expected to embark on:any:.
exteneion scheme of thie nsture iffitvdependedientirely
upon: the internal rescurces of . Switzerlénd in present
clrcumetancesa, o : ) B v
he question has.since been discussed in further
detalil by the British end."Americar Governments, “and.I. -
&I NOY autﬁorize@ toaBsure You formally g& follows:

. 1. The British: and Americah,Governmentsfhave»,
learned with greatestjsympsthy and'setisfactlon‘thap ] :
the>Swiss’Governmsnt{would bé’glgd;VifﬁcirCumstancésv -

- alrow,'to.arrange fdr‘therreceptionfin Switzerlang - :
of children,from;the occupiedaterritories,who.aré,
8suffering from- the apy

ngequencee of - the' y

i TSI ETES : vernments would-
s . ,havejpleasur in'glving £ ”for-the-extraordinary
S R ’ it1mports,lnto”;SWitzerlandfthroughhthe“blocxade to Help-
Lo © .feed ‘and-clothe childrénﬂféceived,under~such an; e C
) S T L P i—arr—ﬁngement—,—fprb’v'i'ﬂded' ofcourse “bhat thé-selection or:

.. these childpen was acceptable %o them”and %o any. -
~-Allled Governmen;s;who'might_be concerned. - Such- . o

= need for the: use of children enjoying: - R L S 5 ]
- '7iCP-of"gggg;g;;ggppliesipﬁoyidedwae;the;gi§£;—_'* T ey
'ﬁ'orgéutsidefsympgphizErs;and,congign@d;fdr'thevuse.qr{thej . FR. .
I "—'116;guestéutp@whatevér;body?1nrSwltZerland—mlght be

7designated_byéthe,Swisg*authorities;as;organizerS'of;thé} Lol
cheme,. - T S RN et e i

o '713,




e

— . o0 -8i. Facilities of this kind gan be promised on a
scalé sufficient. o provide Tor up to 100,000
children, though eventual provision for a larger

-+ number need not necesaarily-be excluded. It is
--‘hoped however that the Swies authorities will,
if: sympathetic; procesd. forthiwith: to consider
““-the reception of .whatever number -of children can
.. be immediately envigaged, ‘evén though it be lees
:in the first lnstance “than -the figure of 100,000,
mentioned above.: : e o i

4. "It ls evident that.there are various questions
to be coneidered before-any progrbse'can.be,made,
as for-instance:the poee 11ty of -acoommodeting and
caring for the,childr@n;inryour cogntr e ;

nature-of: the importe  t6 ‘be providéd
- arrengemente- under which

leibnenecesssary, in so far &g
from-outeide Switzérland may .
regulired, and anieventusl approach:‘to.-the Germsn

Government»to,obtain,permissibn”

- for -the children
- to leave occupied territory.,-The_first'of,$kese
(eccommdﬁatidn),is,evidenﬁly a:mattsr which your
Government will now wich . to investigate vefore
- expreseing “an opinion about “the-second (import:)i:
~‘The British and American Governments: will then be
e E willing,torcon21der‘how the:neqessaryjsupplies.can
“-beet. be provided.  As regards. the finsncial queeticn,
: e-would-best be:discussed betveen’
Governments who uight be
point has:been resched = = -
plans. " Iothink you will
made wouldin. present :
( . frame-

P -
“.your Governwent and Allled
‘concernéd ; when-a. suitable
-An” the .Gevelopment of your
agree-thet any arrangement, .
- ; : “cums s eg heve-to fall outsldethe normal
Tt S S =Swiss financiel ire ations,

EERSES o) P we: should -be.glad at. any tiue: to -
open discussions. regsrding the blockade-and other
- arrangemen;"ihich;willgconcérnius,”as goon ‘as. your:
" authorities: are.in'a position to-formulate thelr
deeiree in this respect: and : 111 ‘arrange Torth-
‘with if you think 1% desirabl for the necessary

- inetr r g Legation at: Berne. -

- 3 it B




