/%;;a}. s wnifF Respecd do Pelieiq g
AN G_ff\ ,//j\DQr(.r- 57 Z:V'ac az»?s!c\,\ 7y Thi
/s
S 2 e, [M,.( . .

VoS

. o . LT
{ N ASecf";'-V:\IVSMJ(‘:'(,}V‘:AG_{:g e










EVACUATION O
SACMED Cable
MéioFandun to His
o owler re:

' Cable #2874 from Bern. -
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JEWISH REFUGEES -AIDED

- -
6]i0 More to Go to Palestine by
Way of Spain \\ﬁ

b By Wireless to Tae Nsw Yoxx Trms,

MADRID, July 21—Tentative
plans for the transfer of some 850
Jewish war refugees, temporarily
quartered near Geneva, Switzer-
land, to Palestine next month were
announced here today.

This group will be in addition
to the 350 who took passage from'
Barcelona st month, About 1,500
refugees, who have been quartered
in Geneva for several months, are:
being taken overland to Barcelona|
and then are being sent to Pales-’
itine -by boat, - i

All these transfers are being
handled by the Jewish agencies of
Pj&stine dnd the American joint

disjribution committee, s !
'he remainder of the refugeen‘lln
Ge}’!eva. will be transferred dirept
from Switzerland by th W}‘r
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American Consmlate General,
<, Zurich, Uwitzerland,

Harch 18, 1945, 7 ' 7

Hn

N

vear Mr, white:

At the suggestlon of the local representative of the
United Press I wasg invited/ by the Swiss Army to take part in
2 tour of inspection by Anglo-imerican journalists of refugees
camps in the Montreux area, While this is not strietly Treasury : o v
work, I gladly accepted the invitatien in the beljef that the
e . . secretary and you may te interested in having a réport frqli' me
- ) = ok this trip, . . o
R - - - B
The trip.was arranged by the Préss and Radio Division 6f -~ - R
. : " the Ywiss Army. - Ho effort was spared to create the best possible - e MR
impression on the Anglo-Amerigcan correspondents who, as guests of . —_
the Aemy, were served first class food and fine drinks, On the
evening preceding the tour of inspection army officers and the
conmigsioner for refugees read reports on their work, It was
i vointed out thet on February 1, 1945 Switzerland sheltered spproxi-
\[‘ mztely 104,000 refugees distributed ss follows:

o3

Civilian internses 35,000 - -
Militery internees 25,000 - i
Civilisns vho are .
not interned 4k 000

. The journalists were invited to ack questions and the .

science Honitor referred to embarrsssing reports in the press ofy,

. o L .- - the left to the effect that in the early part of the war refugees

- © ... 7 - iho-entered Svitzerlam\ illegally were sent back at night into -

oy T Germany and that wr, Fothmund, Chief of the Federal Police in charge

=TI - £ 7 of aliens, had publicly admitted issuing orders to this effect,

1, personally, recall such incidents distinctly, A few

months before my departure for Switzerlend I gave Luxford an excerpt
from one of my reports as Vice Consul ealling attention to the fact
that refugees had been sent back forcibly across the frontier. Dr,
Rothmund contended at the time that Switzerlend could not absorbd
these additional refugees., This was before the collapse of France
when the total number of refugees in this country did not exceed 1,000
as compared with 104,000 refugees and internees at present, Dr, Rothmund
has meanvhile resigned as Chief of the Federal Police and begi
April 1, 1945 will serve as the General ropresentative of the Inter-

vernmental Committee for Refugees in london, headed by Sir Horbert 3
Emereon,

Curt Riess, author of the book "Sabotage", who represents here
the Hewspaper Enterprise Association, added another embarrassing
moment when he pointed out that to hie knowledge no Itallan Fascists
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who entered Switzerland illegally were ever sent back., A spokeeman
for the Federal Police denied thzi Italian Fasecists were coming in
illegally. However, no serlous effort was made to deny the charge
that refugees from Germany had been sent back across the froutier,

The refugee camps in Hontreux and Ceux wiich we vigited
consisted of iwo large hotels which had been closed for many years
-owlng to the decline in Swiss toprist trade, VUsually two families
occupied one room, In one of the rooms, no larger than the ome I used
for my offlce in the Treasury, vwere 2 beds and -2 mattresses (with )
bla.n&ets) on the-floor, This room was oceupled by 2 families eomprisi.ng
& persons, I was told that each family ncu}: beds-or matt—resaes on-:
_the floor =ad thet 2 persons slept in each bed or on each matiress,

In- another, somewnat: smeller room were 2 Fanilies'mmnriamg T persons,
The refugees in theee hotels, numbering 1670 oe} sons, were Zlonists
who h:d been transgported from the fermen camp Bergen Belsen near
Hannover, They were mostly Hungarian Jews and all were agreed thet
the Hungarisa H#azis, after Hitler took over, wesre more ruthless and
brutal then even the Jestapo,

lone of the refugees complained about conditions in these
hotels, In fact some told me that by comparison with Germany and
Hungary, Switzerlznd was for them like paradise, What worried them
most was leck of news from reletives zud members of immediate families
from vhom they hed been separated forcibly., They were also greatly
worried about rumors that they would soon be shipped to Algeris in
srder to make ro - m in Switzerlend for other refugses.

B The wishes znd hopes of the refugees wers stressed in- the
address of their President who, while repeatedly expressing gratitude
to the twigps officlals, made an impassionate plee Ffor permisaion to
remain here 2 or 3 more months in the, hope that the war might then
be over snd they could elther go to Palestine or their old country.

The majority definitely preferred Paleetine., He pointed out that some
of the refugees, especially those from Yugoslavia, had been transported
from place %o place during four years; that they were physically and
pBychically exhausted,

Col, Hunch, the officer in cnarge of refugee camps, expressed
sympathy for the asaf plight of the uprooted refugees, in particular
the curtailmeat of personal freedom, separation of families, snd un-
certainty about the future, However, he declared, the refugees had
been admitted into this country with the understanding that Switserland
could offer transit facilities only; that Switzerland could not accept
more refugees unless those already here could bs transported elsewhere,

One of the refugees, e young men, showed me a plcture of
himeelf with dbullet wounds in the right shoulder, He was pleced
before & firing squid with other Jews in p cemetery in Polsmd
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ané buried there, However, the shots were not mortal snd at night
ne managed to dig himself out and escape. This picture is enclosed,

4 young Jewish physicisn from Belgrade, who was in charge of

a nospital ward in the hotel, was especially bitter about the possi-
bility of being shipped to Forth Africa, He kept shouting that he
would never go to another inﬁernment camp, be it that the Swiss first
put him in shackles, Before he became oxcited on this point he told
me that ot his insistence refugee patients were now getting the ‘game

. _iood as regular hospitsl patients, Froviously they lad b’a%n given the
some food a5 other refugeesa - - o L emen T -

i One old hotel at- Wontreux now shelterss125 refugees.who
were brought here récently from the notorious Theresienstadt Camp, .
The lesder of this group of Jews showed me some spoecimens of so-emlled
Ghetto money with which immates of the camp were paid for thelr work,
4 specimen of this money is enclosed and a translation of the German
text is attached as of possible interest,

in elderly men, who had been the President of the Jewish
community in Breslau, told ms that after leaving Theresienstadt he
nad mede some notes which might Iinterest me, He read to me the fol- ~
lowing from » small notebook: o -

ibout 120 inmates were kept there in rooms 12 x 1§ feet,
This went on for 20 months. The Rabbi at Theresienstadt had
told him that on June 15, 1943 the inmates et that camp numbered
43,800. From July 1942 to September 1943 no less than 27,750
jnmates died mostly from diarrhea, Im Octoder 194%,-11 . trainloads
comprising 18,300 persons were shipped in cattle care to an unknown
destination. Husbands were soparated from wives, children from parents,
Hothing more had been heard about these unfortunates,

Regpectfully yours,

/8] Walter W, Ostrow-
U.S, Treasury Bepresentative

The Honorable
Harry D, White
Aseistant Secretary of the Treasury,
Washington, D.C.










June 19, 1945

Dear Mr. Leavitt: o
The following message for you from Reuben Resnik was - -
recelved through the United States Hmbassy in Rome under :
date of June 15, 1945, as:your Ho, 39t - .. -x-. .
© "Latest errangements for former Bergen Belsen
end former Therssienstadt refugees presently in
Switzerlend provide for first group of 740 to
arrive Itelisn cempe last week in June. Similar
number in second lot will proceed directly to
Palestine snd will be accompanied by 180 certificate
holders now in Switzerland after the group is sent
to Italy. ¥We are also preparing for the transfer
of a small group of twenty Palestine subjecte who
have just come from camps in Central Europe to
Italy.® .

Very truly yours,

{81gned) Plorenss fodal ™

B'J,oi'ence Hodel
Assistant Zxecutive Director

%r. M. A. Leavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committes,
270 Hadison Avenue,

Hew York 16, New York.

e

RBflutchison: 6/19/45
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DRI~690 Rome

This telegrom must be

peraphrased before being Dated Junc
communicatced to anyone

other then o Governmen®

L.;ency. o .

Secrchary of Stdtc

Yashingbton
[S)

1627, June 15, 5 Deme
s ;AVITT LJﬁC FROK REUBEN
7 ¥

Latest arrangements for exBerpenBelsen exThercsien-
stadt refugccs now Sﬁitzerland proyide for first group
of 750 to arrive Ttalian camps last week 1n Junce réécond
lot of similar mumber will go directly torPalcstinerand
will be accompanicd by a group of 180_£éftificate holders
10w in switzerland alfter the group is sent to Italye. We
are also arranging for the transfer of a small group of
twenty Palestine subjects who have just como bto Italy fPOQ

camps in Central Zuropc.
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chac’on's

Date of ﬂovemcnu from Sw:.tzerland of first convoy

Ve
apvroximately 1,000 r(uugees going to L.”—)T{A Canps in
7 V2

southern Italy has nov definitely been set by SHLDY
¢=4 and G-5 as June 4, Second convoy will follow two

wocks later. Both groups are to go via Im.rsulle ub

Taranto.

HARRISOHN ¥

. seenwity TeRTIRE

DECLASSI‘FXI‘D
State Dept. 1-tior

R+ Wil Parks lale







DEPAF(?)';MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF -
» *'CENTRAL SERVIGES ,

STATE i ”_JltuEEGRAM . TELEGRAPH SECTION _ ¢
Ui, : '

CENFasw o™ St A ' :

19507 2 pu ) 53 . <

Bern
r ust, e
* berfore being Dated iny 1, 1945
® to nnyvone
Governnent - RAeeld 3115 a.n., 2nd
e
v

S oy,

- FCZ CD'YER OF UWBR

& G5 ronorted on anril 25 that
: : N - T ot
rees o be cvhcunted from Switzerland
) ’

= Philinncville to southern Italy,

1loce ot sorts of Bori, Brindisl

~§% Ls T ic heve hnd te ~handon sccond target dete for

dermriure Tirst c-.nveoy fron Suitzorland of Ury 2 since
-

e

T oruthoritics hnve not yet given their final agree- -
%o transit thesc refugecs. First groud will

not bc ~»le lcave now rnuch before ey 8 or 9.

Zreonrntiona this cnd Tor movencnt nre wrocticnlly
comzleted so thet First convoy of ~bout 1100 can dopnrt
~a goocn ons vord ig recclved from SHaEF., Herbert is in

rzoulncr cont-oet wit: thenr via Lrny »hone from »nnertssc.

HARRISCH
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s april 20, 3 Peltsy from Bern,

2rE being evacunted with Exception

They are nainly Hungarians,
8, Czechs, Yugoslavs Poles and former GeErnans
2 2 E ks i

fEP vou informeqd of “progress this meveEREnt, . %

~ e, T T

HARRISON
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MCCLELLAND - _ ST

6, uarch 24.
zctorily now for
Jewishn refugees from
frow Switzerland

2 Africa and perhans

making all prelimihary

Sl L VA itran wacludns formation of convoys, supplying . ¥

e 7 Pioirone. 2nrs, cfdiesl perzonnel, ete, and move 1s being

~1th 3T.ET g-4, -5 and UIRR. with who: this A

digcussed in Paris at end of

First croup of cjpproximately 1100 persens is
5CaT wied 1£2vE GEneEva on or 2bout Jay 2 for Harseille,
Seenud rroup of sinilar size should depart mid-ilay, #

It sy DE neEsegsary send a third, smaller group

LA oo
ADTED, EL

uEes of all notionalities represented within

.these special



3 pei., from Bern,

PEing Evacuated with EXcEption

¥ are mainly Hungarians,

s, Czechs, Yugoslavs,

Poles and former GErmans

you ‘informed of Qrogrgga:thisvmpvgment;”,:

HLRRISON
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2452
The following fopr lienn ip URB ol,

Reference your 2872 Jof ilerch 40 1946,
o Follouing ls text of instruet‘ons for"grdea by UHRRA here -
vo thely uondon mission, gns"cr¢ng eﬂuloﬂ" roiaea by you°
<UOTE hovement respongibility of military. After
conversetions with ¥RB we urge that UNRRA Verssilles should

offer SHALLP pgeinst specific reguest supylementory medicel

——————

bnd velfpre personnel for core refugees en romte. If UNRRA

;epsonnel not obtpinsble thester, we will reaueat help ~
_[talicn mission. Uar Peperiment inforie us movement csnnot
be arrconged before April 16. Please inetruct Paris;
Responeibllity clearing ei;gibillty ofjéroup of refugees

URRRA esre 1s funetlon of ipenington or its representetive.

iR, representrtlve voint neprest departure responeible )
i}cﬂotify you of movenent snd pscertain all individucle properly )
_,______hkbng to group clepred. Washington will appoint displccoed
persone representstive at Uern for this purpose earlliest.
You not obliged nor cuthorized accept ony yroups of refugees
not clegred. UIMUOTE
Since

' DECLASSIFIED
8tate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
10 1972

By R. H. Parks Date, SEP <




=2= #2452, Herch 29, 8 p.m. t- Tondon

Since we assume you will eoon be with YeClellsnd, he will
cdvige you of exmet strotus of this evacuation ns worked out

between hinself gnd the nilitery.

a2

P

o T C T (agrINe)
’ e ' ()

o . R - - Lo -

YRE: MMV KG BC
3/29/45
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GABLE TO AMEASSALOK WINANT, LONDON, FOR #ANN, FROM WAR NEFUGHE BOARD
tefevence your 2874 of March 29, 1945.

Following iz text of instructions forwarded by UHEBA here to their
Lordon mission, answering questions raleed by yous

4UOTE Movement responsibility of militery. After conversations
wlth WRB we urge that UNRRA Verssilles should offer SHALF against
specific re uest sup;lementury medical and welfare persormel for cave
refugees en route. If UNRRA pe: sonnel not obtuinable theater, we will
te.uest help Ivelisn misslon., %sr Depertment informs us movement '
cunmot be urrenged befote April 15, Please Logtruet Paris, |

-7+ QUUYEs hesponsibility- ciesring eligibility of group of refugces
UniKA -qare iz function of ‘Hashingion ‘or its. represuntative, “UNERA -
representative point ueurest departire responsible notify you of move- -
nent sno «scerinin ail indivicusls properly belong to group cleared.
dushiington will appoinst displaced persons represcnbt:btive st Bern for
tois jurpoge earliesi. You not obliguted nor authorized sccept any
“roups of refuyees not cleared. UNGUOTE

Since we sseuze you will soon be with #eCielland, ne will advise you of
exact status of this evacuation us worked out between himself ang Lhe nilitury.

4415 18 4%5 LONDC: CABLE NG. 61

10:30 a.m.
warch 29, 1945

hiise Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison,
ticCormacx, O'Dwyer, Files.

Pg&%‘;mckxu 3/28/45/0—' y J/
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BOLPC Lre been A0 Lwd Giiet SHABE op of'tne'opiﬁibn

b * Toya g - e, e RS T i . =
Comrll 15 i g < DO0BEsivie date Tor hovemeny of

sroune of refure2: 'si1 Switzeriend to UBRRA Bemps.

GRTV
(Actine)

DECLASSIFIED
State Depe. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date, SEP]. 9 1972
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SLBLE TO HAR- 160H AND HOOLZLLAND, BERN, FROK WAR R-FUGRE BOARD

Board hag been sdvized thet 8HAEF 1s of the epinlon
that April 16 iz sarlisst possible daie for movesmsnt of

two groups of refugees from Svitzerland to UNARA camps.

_THIS 1S W3 BER! CAHLE HU. 476

9120 a.m.
lkarcin 24, 1945

hiss Chsuncey (for the Sec'y), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison,
wcCorzmck, O'Dwyer, Files.

w 7 FHina  3/23/48
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reading only by special B Dateﬂ./gmrchVZO, 19457 ~
arrangement. ( i) ”
Rec'd 9:45 pen.

Secretary of State

Tashington | | eg?{{g%ig@?\{ 'A

:"?872,7March 20, 7 pom. L N

FOR OD.YER FROM HANN

TLondon office UNRRL has apbroached me concerm-
ing refugees reccntly arrived in Switzerland from
the Resienstedt and Bergen-Belsen whiqh sre to be
cvacuated to Fhillippeville and southern Italy.
UNRR/L. points out that it has becn unablé to dater—‘
mine status of matter and accordingly would like %o
know what arrangements are being made tqﬁobtain
trensportation from Merseille to destination and
when it is planned for refugees to arrive in Mar-
seille and depart thérofrom.

UIIRR/, states that it cen provide doctors,
nurses and wolfarc vcrkers for the journey from
Hderseille to destinstion but asks whether board is
able to recruit such doctors, nurses and welfare workers
to cecconpany rofusces Sﬁitztrland tcluaracillu and points
out that 1f possible such doctors, et cebora, should

)

y accompany

DFC‘TASSIFIED
st Lotier, 1-11.72

TR bue§ER 19 1972

Stat.,




/ p.ite from London

sccompany rcfugees to final dastinction rather than
to Herscille where they would be rceplaccd by UHRRL
versonneli.

It is undor?tood TIRR4A Washington discu;sing

mattor with board. -Hewgver, I would apprcciate. an.
3 N - - -

arisvor at eerliest possiblc date so that I can ad-

vise London officc of UiRRL.
Roepoatcd to Bern for ileClclland and for such

B

information s hc can give on points raiscd.

WINAHT







Ny

OUTGOING . = DIVISION OF
Lo U GO i .7 -CENTRAL SERVICES
T RAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

(5o

ALELEE A EOT ‘ ;)L,é gq E; @ ]% "’é“ ﬁ AT
. LIAISD; ' i i i 0-,3 o #

1n7s

; '. N -
Lo Folloving for Horeison ond feClellend ie URD 467,

e g S S it
_VIth respeet To tne nenddny evecurtion of the 1872

© refugees from Scrgenbeleen ond Y80 of the 1210 from . -
nercolenctads, URPBA Lepe fzg recuecked the Bocrd to arke

1L . o¥rllsble to them oufficlently in odvenee of actucl evecue-

tion infornption with res;ueci;' $o weproture dave together
tzitiz tnto o0 tile compvelglon of bhe grcups"‘fo be zelvc—,ouéted
vith recpeet %o netionclity (declisved or ot;ner-;--fise), nd

if¥ sicteless, Uilet thelr nationsllty vee before; e, sex,
puysicprl conxlition; cnd eny othg} information per"qinent to
documentotion; this, so thot the doard nsy be in « positien |
to notify UliRia here ne for in pdvance of aetucl eveooustion

c8 poselble, . B

RTARY N 3
'f‘,h‘_ft TIVNIVU

VRULILVLG Vi Sup
3/14/48



AlRGieam To #IRlois
cwrluil puask

R 2 comal wse LbT2 rofugees fron Burzen
ireereslensledt, Lnvie is vepested Ior JOUr jEeRErsl ipn-
an iucosdn, belegr-m irom Yhe URLHA roprezentutive at
woi€ u¥eilebos W bhe Board on Huroh 33

CBUTE L. ve Lrdorrec cnlll_peville of finatington's 106 Lo Rome
alai auded “nae engeslink  cemmrations sovsible edditionsl o fugees, .

Bad rweent ¢ eriecee cutlined in PR rRpl Lhree below, how-

2iCrtwva clear nogu- lmprovenest exobeénge of iniorantd % if Keeny -

Chivn sllvctively, suwrongly recopaens, bherefors, ootlon ol
“ih Fowr helow, o e T e T .

Lesr than .4 tuurs notice given of recent srrivel of L5
Billpreviales 2 stroteier esses, reseinder in bad
GHELF rRndled Crucs France asd esborics bhes ot doroaellles,
Kea AFH, cvamunicale LG8 and ohakF substencs of follow=
lons  In urder Yast _roper iislson cen rollos through
L e penhad BRO. LLLon regoegted e et Mull uncere

wolh 020 ang her Refugee Bosra,

b Lols sres {rom norlis mot deslrable, ug a
¢ oorUURiLied ronexlotent Keany, Rose in
stion AFHG suie 23 U0 SRar cublice o poaly Lo raceive s o celling
icawes in (0} Y.lez,

eenaln, s orefugies |
4 iuley b &l 53

(B)  AFE 2 Ceiny stould be slgmalied oa Sar inFudvsnoe i posnible
ey Iy ELTes won6itist, ez, bypes of illne s, {u5dly compos;tion.
23 L okpeeLive cubsl notlon niad deba:kebion rointi, date of arrival in .
Orver i oailow Keety So siynsl grelerved destinsbion Lo iight of abilivy
Lo reCedVE oid aaRei€ ln acCoruunos with bis limited ressuress.

(e} anere foilewn sezent eelling copmcilys 7,000 southern Tialy, <,000.
Chilt,oviches v ol odluly cas,. subjeat w aj rovel of AFHGe Keany
Poa chacues AFH. posslollily ruising goilin.s with coosibaent wilitary
od,01y rollony, socommu.ntion stores, adaitional :BOples  Fu will nolily
Fead o dl ZepUdibse

Aol wilitery cronle Do rouested not Lo inilicie movement to UNKRA ipe
siaiiutions @ilhoul Clrsl eiearing eilyibllity rofugevs UikRA care.

5. Ib ta recouuended Leub Uik, Buchlogton [l vesponsibility for
clearsnce .oracreph four (@) et ,olRt nesrest Ggpuriures  For instunce,
UM BA el souncl &% SHARF far nove-ants originuting cHAEY theater,




6. Keg:relng srugreph :our (4) recomiend effort keep refugees
~wuitzerlenc oficving supyiice una expens. s 1f nocessary porsusie Govern-
ot of Swiuzo:lana. :

7. fiewy, nencricgeon, sultiess, Riztl,.n, Kenvoaky sgree with
vio Loregolng. URLUULE .

You wiis n0Le unoer gwianer 3 above tue ghort motice jiven UHKEA with
respect Lo tne arzdvi. of Lue 150 at rrdlippeviile and also that 22 arrived
in poor physical condition. UNKHA he s, ‘tueverore, hus requesiec Lhe’ Board
Lo mése wv.Dicbaee o buelk wu Lieicntly in wavence of acuvucl evacuation
ToArrormaiitn viai 1c W Cephrlire gute LOgether with date- on'the composi-
- tion of tle .roup: w6 evacualed with respect to uationality (declared .or

oblierwise), and i sleieiess, what thelr nationality wes before; LES, 80X,
vhysicul condivion, "eno sny olher iniormetion pertinent to docwmentation;
L:is, 80 Tuel Bue Bowiw asy be in.a ~ositicn Lo notiiy UNRRA rere in advance
Ol «Clunl &VaCualion,

Wlee 2 LOSCSB Bl Catl o yr>

7:3d @.9
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UNITED NATIONS
RELI'F AND REHASILITATIUN ADMINI STRATI ON
1344 Conneeticut Avenue
Wiashington

¥areh 3, 1945

General <illiam OtDwyer
Executive Directar -

War Refugee Board o
Room 2426, Treasury hepartment
.. ¥aghington 25, D, ¢C, -

Dear ieneral O'Dwyers

The attached copy of Cable Ho. 66 from Caserta is believed self-
explanatory. Ve have instr.cted our military liaison officers
and our representative in Bern to attempt to improve the notifie
cation procedures in such cases,

It would be appreciated if you w uld similarly undertake to have
your represantatives work out procedures wiich wild permit satisge
factory advance notification and consideration of problems of this
type both here and in the field,

Sincerely yours,
/8/ Horbert H. Lehman %

Herbert H. Lehman
Director General




INCOMLNG TELEGRAY

Received in UNRRA
11:15 p.m., 27 February 1945
Code

FR- A2 Caserta (Repeated to London 26)
HUMBRR: 66

DiT Dy 22 February 1945

L]

¥ vu

1. ¥e informed Phillippeville of ¥ashin ton's 106 o Rome and asked make -
essential preparations possible additional refugees, . -

S

2. Bad i‘soent experience outlined in paragraph three below, hUﬁéver,

" -indicates clear need improvement exchangs of information if Keeny is to

function effeetively. ~Strongly recommend, therefore, action outlined in
paragraph four below, i

3. Less than 24 hours notice given of recent arrival of 150 Hungarian Jews
at Philippeville., 22 stretchsr cases, remainder in bad condition. SHAY
handled across France and embarked trem at Marseilles. i

4» Have asked AFHG commnicute (0B and SHAEF substance of folloving for
information. In order th.t proper liaison can follow through with SHAFF, -
this repested ERO. ¥ashington requested to yot full understanding of this
with ©CAC and “ar Refuges Board,

(a) Serding of refugees into this ares from north not desirable, as a general
rule, but if other opportunities nonexistant Kenny, Roms in cooperation AFIQ
and with sir notice is ready to receive up to ceiling indieated in (C) below,

(B) AFByY and Keeny snould be slgnalled as far in advance as possible number,
physical condition, sex, types of illness, family composition, Also prospaotive
eabarkation and debarkation points, date of arrival in order to allow Keeny to 1
signal preferred destination in light of ability to receive.sand handle in )
accardance with his limited rescurces,

() There follows present ceiling caspacitys 7,000 southern Italy, 2,000
Philippeville, Uss of italy cumps subject to approval of AFHU. Keeny will
difouss AFHQ possibility raising ceilings with commitment military supply
rztions, acoomodation stores, additional people, e will notify you of results.

All military should be requested not to initiate movement to UNRRA installations
vithout first clearing eligibility refugecs UNRRA oare.




i

5« 1% 1s recommended that UNmR:, dashington fix responsibility for clearance
paragraph four (d) at point nearest departure. For instance, UNRRA personnel
at SHAFF for movements origin.ting -HAEF theater, N

. . 6e Regarding paragraph fouy (&) recommend affort keep refugees Switzerland
offering supplies and expenses if negessary persuade Govemment of Switzerland,

7. Kseny, Hendrickson, atthews, Fhatigan, Xanthaky sgree with the forsgoing,

DISTR (BUTI N ’ ’ -

Fellers . . . - - R S -
Jacksen . - T T S e

Menshikovs ) N T PR

Hendriokaon - . . ) - ) AR —~__ o
Corson - . o -

Heehlers#

S

"~ #T0 note the information or take necessar, steps with respect thereto.

#*Reanongibility for intiating appropriate reply.







March 17, 1945

Dear Mr. Leavitt: M

o _ .. - The fqllor)gng message for you from Dr. Schwartz was received
o ~ -+ - through the United States Embagsy in Rome under-dats of March -

13, 19451

“le have information that about 1672 Bergen Belsen
internees now in Switzerland will be traneferred to
Philippeville but their transfer will take place
before the middle of April. Of the 1200 from
%, . Theresienstadt, about 700 will undoubtedly be taken
- to Ferramonte which is now UNRRA camp in Italy.
Approximately 500 Dutch nationsls will be allowed
to stay in Switzerland until their repatriation,
which the Dutch Government has guaremteed, takes
place. I have requested Linder to agk the Ogecho-
. - slovek Government in London to give & like guarantee
for their nationals which nugiber over 90 in the
Theresienstadt group.® -

Lol Very truly yours,

~:é,‘ R ‘/4'// '%/M’ll_mu_u j‘é“/éL/

Florence Hpdel
Agsistant Executive Director

Mr. M. A, Leavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
270 Madieon Avenus,
New ank. 16, New York.

v

%mtchuon: 3/17/45

e




DEPA%‘;MEN.T INCOMING DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES - )

STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

Rome
cgram must be
cd before being . Dated

2 Government Rectd

Egoncy, (eaewsmedbmng

ot approximately 1672 in.

{L - fron Borgen Belsen now Switzerland will be moved to

Philipreville but tholir movement will také'placc befo

rid April. Of the 1200 from Thorcsi

o

nstodt aporonim-

- : atciv 720 will prebably be moved to Fer

tz

i3 now UHBRA comp in Italy. Dutch nationals omountin

ct

o tpproximataly 50C will be permitted to reomoin in

Suitzorland until tholr vepitriation which is

I
L7 Dutch Governront tokes nlace, Hove osked Linder to
apnreach Czechoslovak Covernment London to give similor
fu - rintec for thelr notionals numbering over 20 in

Thoresicnstadt group.

&5
<
D

KIRK



'3/9/1.5

Hiss Florence Hodel, Assistant Exec Dir., War Refugee Board, Rm. 241Q
: T Main Treasury.Bldg. C N

®

FX 3903L - 2 copies paraphrase




PRICKITY

The following message was
received 8 March 1945.

FX 39034, 7 Varch 1945 - e S
e T . 8 - ~ - - - '

‘From: FHGEG - -

To: | SHAEF Main

repeated: AGLAR for CCAC

Subject: Transportation of Jews to Philippeville from Switzerland

kef: MZL 510

1. ‘e have been advised by lMr, McClelland, Var Kefugee Board
representative in Geneva, that the Government of Switzerland is anxious’
that transportation be iarranged at earliest possible moment for 1,672
Jews of Hungarian origin as well as approrimately 760 additional Jews,
part of a group of 1200 from Holland. The balance of the Dutch group,
or approximately 440 persons, will stay for the time being in Swiss
territory until the Government of Holland reaches a decision regarding
their ultimate landing place. -

2. The authorities in Switzerland prefer having the evacuation
take place in as large groups as possible, if practicable in one or two
urits, However, if it is not possible to provide space to ship such
large groups to Philippeville anl other areas from French embarkation
ports, it will be satisfactory to the Swiss government if the evacuation
is arranged to take place in four or five smaller units.

3. If, as indicated in paragraph 1 of S 80652 dated March 1, this
matter has previously been cleared with the Government of France, we should
like tc have inforration as soon as possible regarding anticipated dates
of assemoly at French l.editerranean port referred to in MEL 510, which it
is asked that you review.

DECLASSIFIED . et sl

By Authority of a3 Qs Lol s C
T S Cuas
lettee, 7-5-72

iUni oD
oy bl - DEC 61972

R I

L







EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE March 10, 1945

Miss Hodel

FROM Wr. vcCormack
-

On Viednesday, March 7, 1 talked with Major Taylor of thé War Department don- -
--cerning the matter referred to in your memorandum to me of March 54 o
Major Taylor informed me thst when he raised the guestionm with you as to .
who would bear the eost of the movement of the refugess across the Mediterranean
together with food, medical assistance, and maintenance at any -stopover, that -
he was merely raising an academic question. Since the theater commander who
would be involved in this evacuation has not yet raised with War the question
ag to who is tQ bear the expense, Major Taylor felt inclined to believe that the
Wiar Department would do so. However, he pointed out that it was not inconceivable
that when the Budget Officer in the War Department finally got around to approving.
tnis expenditure, the Budget Officer would look to reimbursement to Wer for this
expense. Therefore, Major Taylor thought that it might be practical to clear . -
informally this matter with UNRRA so that if reimbursement to War should become
necessary, some arrangements would have been made, if only on an informal bagis,
for this reimbursement. ' ' : .

JQ\W\
v 'V'

é)McCome.ck: ar 3/10/45




March 10, 1945

Miss nocel

" - .
Br'e 2cCormack ; T .

" On nednesuay, Mureh 7, l,:t;qlkeq with Zajor Taylorsof-‘\.qe,weazj' Depurtment con- -

"' cerning the matter referres to in your memporuandum t6-me ol Harch 5. '

Hajor Teylor -iniormed me toat when he raised tne yuestion with you as to
who would bear tne cdst of the movement of tne refugees across the Mediterranean
together with food, medicel asslstance, and maintenance at any stopover, that
he was merely raising an scademic wucstion.  Since the theater commander who
would be involved in this evacustion has not yet raised with War the yuestion i
2s Lo who is to bear ine expensz, Major Taylor felt inclined to believe that the
Viar Depurtment would do so. However, he pointed out that it was not inconceivable
that when the Sudget Officer in Liie War Departwent finally got around to approving
tnis expenditure, ths Budget Oriicer would look to relmbursement to War for this
expense. Therefore, Hajor Tuylor thought that it might be yractical to clear
infornaily wiis axtter with UNRIA so that ip reimbursement to War should become
necessuary, someé arrangements would have been made, if only on an informal busis,
for this reimbursement. .

4

%

JMcCormack;ap 3/10/45







U. S. SECRET
BRITISH SECRET PRIORITY

The following message was
received 8 March 1945,

FX 39034, 7 March lE,’L»S
rrom. FHGEG
To: - ' SH&EP iain -

TRepeated: - AGGAR for GCaG

Subject: Transportation of Jews to Philippeville from Switzerland

Eef: M3l 510

1. We have been advised by Mr. McClelland, War Refugee Board
representative in Geneva, that the Government of Switzerland is anxious
that transportation be arranged at carliest possible moment for 1,672
Jews of Hungarian origin as well as approximately 760 additional Jews,
part of a group of 1200 from Holland. The balance of the Dutch group,
or approximately 440 persons, will stay for the time being in Swiss
territory until the Government of Holland raaches a decision regarding
their ultimate Zanding piace.

2. The autnorities in Switzeriand prefer having the evacuation .
take place in as large groups as possible, if practicable in one or two
units. iiowever, if it is not possible to provide space to ship such
large groups to Philippeville and other areas from French embarkation
ports, it will be satisfactory to the Swiss government if the evacuation
is arranged to take place in four or five smaller units.

3. If, as indicated in paragraph 1 of S 80652 dated March 1, this
matter has previocusly been cleared with the Government of France, we should
like to have information as soon as possible regarding anticipated dates
of assembly at French Mediterranean port referred to in MEL 510, which it
is asked that you review.







DEPARTMENT
OF
STATE

G

I

INCOMING DIVISION OF
CENTRALSSERVICES

TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

34 Caserta -

J 2

Distribution of true
reading only be special
arrengenent W)

Secretary of State

)

Dated Harch b5, 1945

Rec'd 3109 p.m.

Yashington

830, Harch 5, 11 %

Y > . -
The following has been received from Bern

&z,

rdh 3, 2 p.E. : . R
; . - -

TG ATS8AGE TO BRIGADIR

KIFDLY DELIVER FOILOTI

CHARETS SPOFFORD, ASSISTANT CHIEP OF

RESS

STAFF,

CindK--5 AFEQ FROM -MCCLILLELED OF TJAR REFUGET BOARD: -

Swiss Govermment would like to evacuate 1672

Hungarian Jewish refugee Zulus approximstely 760 other
Jews out of group of 1200 wiio rsecently reachedVSwitzer-
land -from Theresienstadt, as

soon as possible.

Remainder of 1200, that is some 440 Jews of Dutceh

porarily in Switzerland

nationality, will stay © 3

pending decision of Dutch Government regarding their

ultimatc destinction.

“hereas 3Swiss authioritles would prelfer cvacuate

these 2522 refugces in as lerge units as possible they

willing move therm in fovr or five smaeller incroments

space for onc or two lorger units is not

aveileble from French vort of enbsrkation to North
E
Africa

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.73

EP 19 1972

By R. H. Parka Dabﬁ_——




-2- /830, March 5, 11 ¢ from Casertz

Africa to Allied suthorities.
Kindly aGvise therefore how shir
& working out and Swiss will adapt
It would be nelpful if you could‘suggest
~ dote for all or
In cooperstion W Swiss
trains for transport through

get corresponding number of rel

y el o
berkation. L+

can thereforc teke plece 2s s

KIRK







EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ke

W AR REFUGEE BOARD
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE  March 5, 1945

I, HcCormack

FROM Miss Hodel

- V"»{_‘r’,‘\;»L/ 27

On February 26, Hajor Taylor (War Department extension 6432)
telephoned concerning the two groups of refugees we are- trying to
evacuate from Switzerland, Major Taylor-rd sed the question of
who sould bear the cost of the movement » including transportation
across the Mesditerranean and food, medical asdfstance and main- --
tenance at any stop-over. He stated that it was very questionable

" whether the War “Department could bear this expense. i )

Tne JDC has turned down our request to underwrite the expenses
in these evacuations. They have suggested that UNRRA be requested
to bear them.

¥Will you please call Major Taylor and obtain from him accurate
information concerning the items of expense involved in these .evague-
tions which the #ar Department probably will not assume. i1l you
also prepare a draft of a letter to Governor Lehman requesting that
UNRRA assume the financial responsibility for these evacuations to .
the UNWRA camp at Philippeville,







——

DEPA%T:MENT INCOMING - DIVISION OF
; «  CENTRAL SERVICES
F %
STATE TELEGRAM *  TELEGRAPH SECTION

Bern

nly by special Dated larch 3, 1945
t (" /)
Rec'd 7:23 ».m.

FrAENT OF STATE

1375, March 3, 2 p.m.

ne Tollowing telesram hes been sent to Cagerta,
52, iarch 3, 2 p.m.
Zindly dcliver following messnze to Brigadicr
nernl Chnrles Spofford, Assistont Chicf of Staff,
G-5 AFHQ fron licClelland Wnrp Rofugéo Board: "éWiss
Governmont would like to ovrcunte 1672 Hun;qrign Jewlsh
plus approxim~t.ly 750 othoer qows out of groun
vho recently reached Switzerlond from the Re-
‘At as soon as possible. HBRemainder of 1200, that
Vo
1u 400 Jews of Putch nationnlity, will stay tempo-
rariiy in Switzerland pending a deeision of Dutch Gov—
cranent regarding thelr ultin-te destinntion.
veng Bwiss authoriti s would orofer cvacuate
theso 25672 refunecs in ag large units Dossible they
“re wiiling move them in 4 or 5 smaller increments 1f
sinipsing sprce for 1 or 2 larjer units is not available

froi French port of crbarkation to North Arrica to

. DECLASSIFIED
“5 Btate Dopt. Letter, i-11-72

SEP 19 1972

By R. H. Parks Date” = Kindly =dvise,

Allicd ~uthoriti




e

L
£

—~2-:71375, March 3, 2 p.m., from Born,

Kindly advise, thereforc, how shipping arrangements
arc working out and Swilss will ~d~pt cvacurtion accord-
inzly. It would be helpful if you could suggest or
set somc future salling détc for all or any part of

this group of refuge;si In coopération with Swiss Who,j,

are’ willing furnish trﬂlns for trﬁnsport through Frﬂncc

we Ulll #et corresponding number of rcfugces to French

port of eanrkwtion.

Evacuatlon can, therefore tnkc nlace as soon as
noritime transvort is-available,

Repeat to WRB in Washington.

HARRISON







TREASURY DEPARTMENT:-

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

i

DATE_
Harch 3, 1945

an informgl conversation wiih Mr, Georse iteCandlich
niz recuest for zéditional information on the
572 and 1210 that the UIERA has been aszed
¢ unon their evacus¥ion from Switge

ormeiion apneared in our file
asx, ‘condition’ of health; €te.; .

jects from our representative in Bern, He was
® nertinent informs-tion, the Board would







0

FROM

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ' ' : ’
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pate - Narch 2, 1945

#iss Hodel

kKrs. Towler - : .

B ]
FREEORANDUL. CF TELEPHONE CCUVERSATICN: Mr. Georggé NcCandlish - UNH_;B_A»
) .- : o " (Fxten'sion 95) SR

¥r. MeCandlish calldd to ask if we could furnish them with more :
detailed informatién corcerning the composition of the groups of
refugees in Switzerland to be evacuated to UNRRA camps.

Concerning the groups of 1,472 and 1,210, he said it would be help-~
ful if we could inform them as to:

(1) Composition with respect to:

(a) Nationalities, declared or non-declared
(b) Ages -
(e) Sex;

(2) Present condition of health -- (In the case of the 150

exchangees, 22 persons arrived at Philippeville '
on stretchers); '

(3) Vrere the refugees came from and how they were brought;

(4) How they are being billeted and who is maintaining them \ o
at present,

With particular reference to the 1,672, he asked if we could give

them any late report as to what is being done with them. Their

last information is that they are still in Switzerland, and they

would like to know as far in advance as possible when to expect

their arrival at Philippeville. While they of course had earlier

general notice to expect the exchangees, they received from the

Army only 2/ hours actual notice of the time of their arrival,

They would appreciate it if we would pass along to them any word )
we recelve concerning the departure of this group from Switzerland. #

Mr. McCandlish inquired if we had received lists of the names of

these refugees and if we had sent then to Central Index. He said ;
he had been informed that such lists were appearing in New York :
newspapers, naming PM.




HOLE “on ‘com|

7,£6E7uufx conyanle
o : (744 from B In)

posSESS
Frali mola .
orgenis .

cuner mwembezs: ol Lie UT;bLucl convoy: of 1200 wivichi: aot yiturned oux-to
e composed of 1090 jersons. (551F Trom Bern) 3 o v







1/o4
SACMED cable.

This is the substitute Geopge War:en developed today
for our longer draft sent over Yyesterday,

#arren thinks ours is too long since Sacmed cable was
only 11 lines. This covers basically what we want.

Hajor Taylor will try and get it out today,







i06 “inTorned-Fou viherwise must be mis

Health of incividuul refugces will be enui

nined Before- evacuation: and
those - f'ound- too, i

Tiafias | Holever, Hern 1

igsl: condition of
siest tris

portiof 1210 refugees, is faiz

evious: group.of
1670, 15 been 'in’ pwilzerland: dong enough to have recupelsted:
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WASHINGTON 25, D C

_General: 'O'Dwyer Ll
.7 .iWar Refugee Board
7 Washington, D, G. e

Atten'b ont’ Paul’MoCormack

26 Apr:.l 1945, "I am’ gonding- yot
able 273 i‘rom Roma

£BHomAS M. Géqley, II s
Deputy Directo s
k VDiv:Laion on D:.splaced Peraons -

Enclosures:




5
Hy

e

CoPY

N
NUMBER : 273
FROM: Rome
REPEATED : London 83
DATED : 23 April 1945
RECEIVED: 23 April 1945 - 11190 a.m.
Clear®

-*Re London 48,

- Lo

We héve requested and G-5 AFHQ concurs that a1l fhe 2500 refﬁgées o

from Switzerland be sent to our Southern Italian camps where we
have adequate staff, excellent medical and hospital facilities,
closer supervision no problems with local authorities less expense
and proximity. Destination point prefer use Philippeville little
as possible hoping eventually close it unless end of war conditions
require its use. We have ? convoy teams of 4 sach or more if
necessary ready report Marseillss on notice to accompany refugees
to Italian camps. Notify immediately if needed and when and to

whom to report. Preferable refugees be brought Taranto Bari or.
Brindisi,

YT




R
L

‘«:g‘:‘\‘
coPY ‘
NUMBER : 299
TO: Rome
DATED 28 April 1945

Agree your 273 uge Italian camps preferabls Philippeville,

Will notify at once any data received here,







Cable from Fome to London aated April 23. (ULiRA)

Ve nave requested, and G-5, AFHQ concurs that all the 2,000 refugees

srom Switzerlana be sent to our southern Italian cump where we have
> . .
anequate stuff, excellent medical ana hospital fucilities., Closer super-
. & - B b ) o

vision no problem with local suthorities less expense and proximity. _

,‘Destinanibn poinfrprcferruse Euilippeviile liﬁtle as poééible, ho?ingrr
eventau.ly closé it uﬁiess end of war cenditions require its use. Tie’

have two-convoy team uf 4 eucn or more. If necessary, ready report

serseillc on notize tu accompeny refugees to Italian camp. Notify immediately
i: needed ana when and to whom ©o report. Preferable refugees be brought

Turanto, Bari, or Brindisi.







1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE

WASHINGTON 25;D. C

espon.,l oi llty “or clea

Tance pars, ‘
e (d)"lt uo" Hure,

Deputy Director -
Division-on Disuls s,ecl Pcrso‘lo



deceptany gro

aeibal Couiifs

. ) SYar Hefuzee Bodrd, Intergove






i

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE :
WASH]NGTON 25, b. c e

| 1 O'Dwyer
Executive D:Lrector T
War:Refugée Board R

Room - 24265 Tréasury Department
"Iashmgton 25, DG s S

'Dear Ge eral O'Dwyer-

V'The attached copyr-rr .

It ‘would: be appre01ated 1f you would slmllarly u.ndertake to have .
. ) i . your representatives work out procedures which will permit satis~ -

_ factory advance notlflcatlon and cons:.deratlon of problems of thJ_s ;
L type both here and in the field, e i,

S:anerely yours PR

LB © 7 Director Qeneral




INCOMING TELFORAM .

Hecei;ved in UNRRA
11115 pem.; 27 ifebruary 1945
Code :

* FROM1 - Caserta (Repeated to London 26)
NUMBER 1 66

DATED: 22 February 1945

1. %e informed Philippeville of hashington's 106 to Rome and asked make

essential preparations possible additional refugeess - - .
2. Bgd regent experience outlined in paragraph thres below, howsver, .

" indioates clear need improvement. exchange of Anfoymation 4f Keeny is to -

- funetion-effevtively, " Strongly-recomnend, therefors, sction-ontlined in-

paragraph- four below. . T .- o T

'3+ Lesé than 2, hours notice given of recent arrival of 150 Rungarian Jows

at Philippeville. 22 stretcher cases, remainder in bad condition. SHAEF
handled soross France and embarked them at Marseilles.

4+ Have asked AFHQ communicate CCS apd SHAEF substance of following for
information. In order that proper liaison can follew through with SHAEF,

this repoated FRO. “mshington requested to get full understanding of this- = .-
with CCAC and Yar Refugee Board, CEROL L T

(A) Sending of re.ﬁgaaa into thié' area from north no'b:dé‘sirabie;’aa' a- general
" rule, but if other opportunities nonexistant Kenny, Rome in cooperation AFHQ
and with fair notice is ready to receive up to odling indicated in (G) below,

. SR :
(B) AFHQ and Keeny should be eipnalled as far in advance as possible number,
physical condition, sex, types of 1llness, family composition. Also prospeotive
embarkation and debarkation points » date of arrival in order to allow Keeny. to
signal preferred destination in light of ability to receive and handle in
accordance with hia limited resources. ' :

(C) There follows present ceiling capacitys 7,000 southern Italy, 2,000 '
Philippeville, Use Italy camps subjeot to approval of AFHQ. Keeny will
dlecuss AFHQ poseibility raising ceilings with commitment military supply
rations, accomodation etorss, additional pecples %o will notify you of results.

All nilitary should be requested not to initiate movement to UNKRA inatallations
without first clesring eligibility refugees UNRRA care.




5. It is recommended that UNRRA, Yashington fix responsibility for clearance
paragraph four (d) at point nearest departure. For instance, UNRRA persornel
at SHAEF for movements originating SHAEF theater.

6. Regarding paragraph four () recommend effort keep refugees Switzerland
offering supplies and expénses if- necessary persuade Government of Switgerland,

7+ Keeny, Hendrickaon',,uatthewa, Rhatigan, Xanthaky agres with the foregoing.

o L
b
e @

- DISIRIBUTION.
Lehman )
Feller *
Jackson
Menshikov ##
Bendrickson
Corson
Hoehley ##

#To note the information or take necessary steps with rea;ieotrthdx‘eﬁét-,

##Responsibility for initiating appropriate reply.







UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

30 Jamary 1945

Mr. J. Y. Pehle
Executive Director

War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D. C7 - »

Dear ir. Pehle: 7
ety N o e EUEN B e .
: . Reference is mede to vbur 1etter of’Ja.nuary 16131. requestlng T

. o : -. .. admittance to” UNRRA's Refugee Camp at Philippeville, Algeria, o:t‘ - R

1672 refugees, mostly Hungarisn Jews from Bergen Eelsen.

We have sent the following cable to the Chief of the UNRRA Mission
in Italy:

. ‘\L WAdvised by _War Refugee Board that Swiss authorities request
. imnediate evacuation from Swiss territory approximately one

. ’ .. - thousand six hundred and seventy-two refugees, mostly Hunganan,' . S

recently arrived in Switzerland via Germany. - Pending reply from
Foreign Office regarding permission for majority to enter - g
. Palestine War Refugee Board urges refugees be sent to Phllmnev:.lle.
hes advised War Depariment, and requested it to furnish Tiecessary
transportation.
3o
"Also, fifty to seventy-five refugees, holding ad hoc Letin
Americen passports which do not authorize holders to enter
countries in Western Hemisphere, will arrive in Marseille from
Switzerland circa Januery twenty-seventh., War Refugee Board has
advised War Department and requested transportation to Philippe~
ville. War Department has advised SHAEF and SACMED to provide A"
transport to Philipweville or alternate camp to be determined
in consultation with UNRRA representatives in the field.

"We are asking London to check with SHAEF on screening, composition,
arrangeaents for transportation, health and welfare provisions
enroute, apnroximate dates of arrival, and to advise Keeny.

%Advise soonest whether facilities, personnel, food, etc. are

adequate to accommodate these additional refugees. If not,can

you arrange locally on an emergency basis: if so, over what period? =3
See our 38 re supplies we now programming for Philippeville. Do

you recommend Italian camp in preference to Philippeville."




oy .

W¥e shall be glad to iaform you of whatever further action there may
be in this matter.

Sincerely -yours,

. L~ e o B
A A T A R
HerWert H. Lehman :
- Director Generdl







Dear Governor Lehmang

Reference 1s made to my letter of January 12, 1945, advising -
you that” approximsgely 1352 Jewish refugees from Bergen Belsen may

have to be moved from Switserland to Philifpeville pursaant to the

agreement of AFHQ and UMRRA, referred to in AT 435, to hold-the

" Philippeville Camp 4in reserve.for emergencies that may arise as.a .- --
résilt of the arrival of large numbers of refugees In: Siditzerland. - -

. ' {hé‘tquéﬁhg 'Voibrle has just been received b)" the War Refugee
Board from Roswell D. MoGlelland, its representative in Barn: -

" "Reference is made to Department's cable No. 49 of
Januvary 3, WBB 34. :

*The substance of this cable was communicated to
the Swiss authorities. Appreciation Was expressed by
the Swiss for the Board's prompt efforts to orgsnige )
the evacuation of the Bergen Belsen group from Switmer=.
land. The hope was exprassed by them:that, pending a
reply from London regsrding permission for the majority
of these refugees to enter Palestine, arrangements ooiild
be initiated for the movement of this group. to France,
inasmich as they will have to proceed thers in any case,
regardless whether Palestine or North Africa 1s their
destination. If necessary, the Swiss Federal Railways
are prepared to furnish trains for transportation to the
French port of embarkation. :

"The fedoral police desire to correct an omission
in their recent communication with regard to the number
of tho refugees comprising the group. They now desire
to inolude the first Hungarian Bergen Beleen oonvoy
comprising approximately 320 persons. In this connege
tion ses Lagation's cable Mo. 5517 of August 23, If
thie group is inoliuded, the total would be 1672 instead
of 1352,"




" evacuated from Switzerland as soon as possible, I would appréc
- -ate being advised of the action taken in this matter, .

-2

In view of the fact that it will probably take some tims

before it can be determined whether the members of this group K

of 1672 refugees referred to {.% Eccleé%@d's cable will be
adritted to Palestine, the:Rieardxhas/decided to take advantage
of UNRRA'8 offer to hold open Philippeville for emergencies that
may ardse. Accordingly, pending a final dseision regarding the
ultimate destination of thess refugees, it has been decided to
move them to Philippeville., The ¥War Department has been advised
of the foregoing and has been requested to arrange for the
necessary transportatio;x.

It will, therefore, be appreciated if appropriaste instruc-
tions were sent by UNRRA for the reception of this group at o
Philippeville. ) o o T o

" In Vew of 7t,he—gaces§i§;y_that—.thia group of refugess: be: -

Very truly yours, '

{(Blemed) J. W. Pahle

J. W, Pehle .
Executive -Director.

Honorable Herbert H. Lehman)

Director General, -
United'Nations Relief & Rehabilitation
Administration,

Washington, D. C.

T i W feln
mmmsa&‘ Wﬂ %







AN 12 1945

Dear Governor lehmani

Reference is made to my lettsr t6 you of November 16, 1oLk,
describing § possible movensnt of 8,000 re! 8 through L
Switzerland, - Reference is also made to MAT 1,35 of. Decenber I, -
19LL, -indicating that AFEQ‘and UNRRA'have agreed to hold the

* Philippevills Camp in reserve for emsrgensien thit may wriss as: " -

8 result of the arrival of this group of refugess in Switmerland. - V

The War Refugee Board has bsen advised by its repressntative - -
in Bern that approximately 1352 Jewish refugees from Bergen<Belsen,
the majority of whom aye Hungarimn, recently srrived in Switserland
and that the Swiss authorities are requesting that they be evacuated .
from Swiss territory as soon as possible. Tnasmach a8 4t has been
reported to the Bosrd that the majority of these refugées may have
besn promised admission to Palestine, the Board is endeavoring
through 1t® representative In London to sscertsin the assurasy of
this report. If it proves impossibla to obtain their admission to
Palestine, it will be necesasry to have then moved elsewhars, pro-

_bab! ;o Fhilippsville, pursuant to the agreemant referyed. to dn:.
KAT .

You will be advised as soon &s any further informatisn ia
received in regard to this group of refugees,

Very truly yours,

‘[1gned) J, W. Pehle

Jo Wo Pohle
Lxecutive Divector

v
Honorable Herbert H. lLehman,
Director General,
United Hations Relief & Rehabilitation
Administration,
Washington, D. G,

7 ~
MMarksnlf 1-11.15, o4
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UNITED NATIONS ) .
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

21 November 1944

¥r. J, W, Pehle
Executive Director.
War Refugee Board
Washington 25,

D. C, )

-

< Dear Mry Pelile:' - .t T siilew o

- T-have yoir letter of November 16th relating to the prospective

emigration of 8;000 Hungarian Jews and to the possibility of a
request that they be housed at Fhilippeville,

Thank you very much for advising me of this situation, I am

having an inquiry undertaken into the situation which will arise
if such a request is made. -

: / Veps truly yours,/
, (R q\ﬁndric
Acting Director Géneral







Nov. ,b,/?ely' ,

o N | - .
Jear Uovernor Lehman: . E -

“ The ¥ellowing ig the substance of & message received“ffomrﬁw

¥eCielland, .af- Refugee representative in Bern, Swilzerlandt.

"The Swiss received a messaze from their Legation in Budapest
. on tie 27th of Octobbr which stited thatan agreement had been arrived
at between the Governments of Germany and Hungary according to which
the emigration of about 2,000 Jews from Hungary would soon be author-
ized and that by the 15th of November this would have to be carried
out. Xeans of transportation to the frontier of Switzerland would
be furnished by ths Germans and the Hungarias. -

"The Swiss Political Department on the 3lst of ‘October in-
structed its legation in Budapest that these refugees would he
raceived in °witzerland, this instruction following approval by
Faderal Council end in order to offset any possible use by the: '
Germans or the Hungarians of lack of readiness on the part of the
“wlgs us an exeuse not to ailow these people to depart.. The de-
cision was in line with assurances which in August were’given to
us,

"AlLl pertinent information with regard to documentation, com-
pogition, and ultimate destination of the group was requested
urgently by wire of the Swiss Legation in Budapest on the 28th of
October and aain on the lst of Rovember, since it is not clear
whether all of the 8,000 are holders of Palestine certificates, or
vhether only a part of them hold such certificates,

"Hovember 1 conversations with Chief of Federal Police and
with representative for relief and refugee affairs of the Political
Department reveal that the Swiss sre concerned seriously regarding
the practical difficulties which are involved in receiving and
housing & group of this size, even temporarily, at such short noticas,
Switzerland has received more than 25,000 nevw refugees during the
past six weeks, they pointed out, (chiefly women and children from
Valdossola in Italy and from the combat zones in Franoce) vwhile, on




the other hand, only 8,000 pecple have departed:- 2000 French
civilians and 6000 military escapees. It would be difficult to
solve the problem of .fuel, blankets » and housing sufficient to -
properly take care of 8,000 people in winter; in-addition, many
of the refugees may be clothed inadequately. - Accordingly, the
Swiss are anxiois. that steps be taken as soon as possible--for the

) ";evar.cuation .of guch Hungarian refugees. ,the,,graéticgbility of - . .

““furnishing Swisgitrains for the transportition at orce to -¥arseilles
or to some other French seaport of all those wno are eligible for . .- -
emigration to Palestine is being looked into by “the Swiss. There-
fore, 1t would be wise if the board at once could study the problem
of obtaining one or more shipe for Palestine; in addition, the Swiss
would appreciate any efforts which could be made toward evacuation
to North Africa or some other territory of Allied choice of all or
a part of those who are not destined for Palestine.

"Radio Budapest, evidently reversing the decision which was
reported- in October 24 telegram from the: Legation, repeated severa] ~
times during the evening of the 29th of October and the morning of -
the 30th of October, instructions addressed to all Hungarian-authori-
tles, the army, and the police, to the effect that protective” docu~
ments or forelgn passports should be respected and that future Jewish
holders of such documents should not be sent {o compulsory labor '
service; and, in addition, that rights of extraterritoriality should .
be enjoyed by foreign Consulates, Legations, and premises of ICRC. ;

"Now it seems probable that the majority of the 50,000 male
Jews reported as being deported as labor are being sent to western
Hungary for work along the Austro-Hungarian border, onifortifica~
tions there,

"It is very difficult to believe that the release of 8,000
Jews has suddenly been decidad upon in view of the recent intensified
anti-Jewish stand taken by the Szalassy regime as well as the consis-
tent refusal of the Germans to allow the departure of even the
initial group of 2,000 holders of Palestine certificates.

bl (-] will keep you informed with referance to this matter,"

Should the rescue of thase refugees be effected, it may be
desirable to use Phillipeville as a temporary haven. I deem it wise,
therefore, to give you advance notice of this possible need, Any




comments which you may have thereon will be appreciated, A copy of
¥cClelland's message has also been sent to the War Department and to
Ambassador Kirk in Italy for delivery to Governor Cochrane and AFHQ.

oL Yery truly yours,

S WL Peble .o oE Lo
Executive Director

Honorable Herbert H. Lehman,
Director General,
United Nations Relief & Rehabilitation
Administration,
- Washington, D. C.

?f@r@w»———-zr

LAshd 11/8/44

e










350 fron Uzechoslovainls, & tistions ore ot heing”
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destination hae ant been-daciged, ‘Tails STOUL G084 not Wish

to enter Falestide,.

. . . - s

Ly - 350 whose origin s ilslland, Seivtlztions s e now being
carried on botiesn Sovernment of Wwitzerisnd gixl ietherlends.”
ioverament regerding thls sroup, ; -
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"PERSON S PROHIBITED BY LAW."

Tos " AFHQ and UoS. Minister, Switserland -

Repeated: CCAC' for information

g,

Uu84Ca 503 31 and 32,

Subjects Plsn for Tranaferring to Phillipeville from Switgerland =
1672 Refugees, N

Refer: MAT 510

“'ﬂ

Please have Mre Mo Clelland notify us 4f the goverrment.of
Switserland wishes to have these Jewish refugees: tramsported in
small sised groups or altogether. IXf the former is the case,
advise us regarding the nmber in each unt, as well ss Allled - -
Force Headquarters who have asked also to be sdvised on the matter.
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o +iBoard repregentative in Bom, Switzerland,. oon atning in<
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+~of %he appropriate :gilitary authorities, - -

nuaction with-the. last paragraph
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Willlan O'Dwyep
dxsoutive Diractor

Honorable John J, HaGloy,
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melogura., .







) - a1l wiah to thank “you for yo
'January 22, 194), cfmcemin
fugess: fr

and has been adviged ‘to  communi=

‘cate wi Lieutenant Genoral A, K. Grassett and : -

rigadivr Geni rel (’ha‘les M. .;poffordrin the manner
_'eqted ; : ) 3

Executive Director :

Honorable John J. llccloy,

Aasiﬂtmt Seorotary of War,

Mishd 1/24/45







WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON I:l C.

i) anuaryf 19 45 .

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Executive Director -

War Refagee Board

Executive Office:of the Preuden‘b
T Ha shmgton 25, D. C.

Dear L.r. Pehle:

I,have your letter of 16 Ja.nue.ry requastmg that: SHAEF .
arrange transportation for 1672 refugees from-Switzerland to -
Philippeville, Algeria, and asking the name of the SHALF offlc:.e.l
with whom lir. McClelland, your representatlve at Bam, should
oommunicate on the arrangements.

Cables are being sent to- SCA.LF and 'bo SACMED askmg whether -

tranasportation can be arranged, but ind:.oatlng that cons;\.der&tmn"*; L

will be given to the accommodation of the refugess at some. ther =
cemp than Philippeville if SGAEF or S.AGMED 86° reoommends. L

It is believed that Mr, MoClella.ud should eatablish commun-r
ication through diplomatic channels with Lieutenant General As E.
Grassett, Assistant Chief of Staff, G5, SHAEF and Brigadier |

General Charles M. Spofford, Ass:.s’ce.nt Chief of Staff, G5, AFHQq "

We are advising SCAEF and SACMED of ¥r, McClelland's comnection
with the matter.

‘As soon as reply has been received, yqu'—yvill‘:ber sdvised.

Sincerel}; yours,

JOH 3, MocLo¥ ¥
Assistent: Seoretary.of War







© o

AN 16 g5

Dear M. MeCloys

Reference is made to my letter of January 3, 1945, advieing you -
) that approximately 1352 Jewlsh rafugees from Bergen Belsen may have to -
- I : be moved from Switzerland to Philippeville pursusnt Yo the agreement =
- R of AFHQ and UNRRA, referred tg in MAT 435, to hold the Philippeville .
' : - Caup in reserve for emergencies that may arise as & remult of the. .
TN e e arrival of large nusbers of refugess. in .Switserland, [ E

“The following cable has just bean received by the War Hefugs
- Board from Roswell D. MoOlelliand, ,its:repraumtatij_e_'m—nem;: T

© . "Reference Is mads %o Department's cable No. 49 of
- . - Jenuary 3, WHB 34. S N
"The substance of this cable was commmicated to the
o 8wiss suthorities.  Appreolation was expressed by the Swiss-: - . el
. - for the Board's prompt efforts to orgenise the evacuation of - - : - g
the Bergen Belaen group from Switzerlend. The hope wag ex~ °~ - - - S e T LT e
pressed by them that, pending a reply from Londeén Tegarding i .- i
permission for the majority of these refugees to enter -
Palestine, arrangemsnts could be initieted for the movement-
- = -of this group to France, inismuch as they will have to proe-
©  ceed thers in any case, regsrdless whether Palesting or North
Africa is their destination, If nessssary, the Swiss Federal
Bailways are prepared to furnish trains for transportation to
the French port of embarkation, B

N "The federal police desire to correct an omission in -
T their recent commmication with regard to the number of the
refugees comprising the group. They now desire to include y
the first Hungarien Bergen Belsen convoy comprising mpproxi-
mately 320 persons. In this connection see Lagation's cable
No. 5517 of August 23. If this group ig included, the total .
wolild be 1672 instead of 1352.% ) B

In view of the fact that it will probably take some time bafore
it can be. determined whether the members of this group of 1672 refugees
referred to in KaGlelland's cable will be admitted to Palentine, it~




L -2e

been -

BOE¥S has/decided that the emtire group should be moved to Phﬂippevine

B . 7 pending a final decision regarding their ultimate destinaticn,. Accord—. .
ingly, it will be appreciated if SCHAEF would arrange for the -transporta-
tion of this group to Philippeville pursuant to the agreement referred -
to in General Hildringt's letter to me of December 5, 1944: . In this - .
canngetion, your attention is directed to the offer of the Swiss Federal
Railways to furnish trains for this purposs, -

To facilitate the actual movement of the remgaes from Sﬂitzerland,
it would be appreciated if -you would advise us of the name’ of ‘the SCHAEF -
representative with whom M¥r, ucClelland should communicate ragarding )the
datails of thia evacuation. S ;

e . ,_ Govemor Lehman iq o being advised of .the contenta of HcClellan 's:
* " cable in order that arrangementa may be: made to recéive the gronp at
" .. 7. Prldppeville, - . .. . . .

In view of the’ neceasity that. this group of refugees be evacuated
: from Switserland as soon as possible, I would appreciate an. early reply -
- " to .this letter. o X

é’ ’ ’ o - - Verytmlyyourgr,_} =

(Bigned) 3. W, Pehls ™

‘J. We Pehle=:i .
Executive Director: :

Honorable John J. MeCloy,

Asgistant Secretary of War.

B o e W CQuit ALl







Ky dear Mr, ¥cCloy:

Reference is mute to my lebter 4o you -of Hovember 14
deseribineg a nossible-movément: of 8,000 refugeas through Jwl
Zefa%ancs {g a° 0. made to HAT 435 of Deeepber 4, 1944; & o Hafor

“GencTa) Bill: Fing's Yetter balte of. nbér-5,- 1944 T indtest ing: that:
AFHY ‘and UNFUA have agreed to hold the Philipneville Camp in Algeria
in referve for emerkencies thst may erise as e result of the arrival .
of this gronv of rafugees in ‘witzerland and also’ that SHAYF will ol
operete in arranging for thelr transportation across Frnnpe and:. ‘into
Algerin, : - - =

The dar Befugee Board has been advized by its representative
in Bern that approximately 1352 Jawish refurees from BergencBelsen,
the sajority of whom are Hungarian, racently. arrived in Switserlsand . &
-and thst the Swiss authorities are requestingfthgﬁ*thgyvharsﬁaquatéd_1'
from Swiss territory as soon as possible, Innsmich as it has -been ™
renorted to the Board that the majority of thease refugeas,may have:
bern promised admission to Palestine, the Boérd,iS‘ebdenvpring,‘
through ite representetive in London to ascertain- the ‘acouracy “of
this report, If 1% nroves impossible to obta{n}thé;rﬁgdmission to:
Palestine, it will b~ negesasry t0 havae then moved elsewhere, probably
to Yhilipneville, pursusnt to the agreement referred to in MAT 435,

Tou vwill be advised 28 soon as any further information is
-received in regard tn this eroup of refugses, .

Vory truly yours,
raspned) 7.9 s

J, ¥, Pehle
Exacutive Director-

Honorable John J, McCloy,

Aasistant Jecretary of War,

7 74/4%{%@* 1/3/45
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Fehle, Files.






WAR DEPARTMEN
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
SnE c1vn_ AFFAIRS DIVISION: =+
WASHINGTON 25

0 With further reference £o your: lauter 6T P
Fovember 16 IC'U' Iz';r. '”cCloy, concerning poss:.ble L
Jev-s through Sw:.tzerland

ulca‘ces that AFhQ and UN}(RA representatwes in-
Italy havea : ili

The 185t parpgre o ; ze refers to' co-
ordlnatlon viith. SHAEF regardlng transportatmn aeross-
France: and into Algeris. - D

Sincerely,

. A
+J. H, HILLIEING,
Major General, .
Dlreetor, Clv1l Affairs. Division,
P s
ol: AYJ. LAUX
5 Inq’-la B ME : ) : cRolone\ GSGC,
7RI wigls DOCUNENT CONTAINS mvommmn . Executive
AFPECTIRG THR NATINNAL DErENIZOF ¥d48 :
ONITLD STATES WITuid 108 ~aN[¥G OF TUB
CEt1GAGE A% ,.0, 84 0. BO3 ¥l aad 32, TN
“DRAN. 56,00 /03 THE REVS4 37 i 2% 173,008 .
TENTS IN ANY MANNER T9 71 USAQLHORIZAD ~
"PERSON 18 PROHIBITED b1 LAW."




PRlORI”g

- ~*epeated for~ information
to LentraL DLSurict UK Easo Secuion London for British Chief
_Jof Staff and HQ COM?ONE hain ETOUSA sfgneu Wilson FX. b3014
Ciue FHGEG this. 1s MAT i L '60772 TAM 362.-

10 gh Jack@ong special- 1"ey)J:'esenu,a\‘;i
thei Philippsville Camp be tsed To®
=i that created by possible movemen

: a UNRRA has not yet taken responsLbili ¥y
ItaWian camps, ‘which cannot, in any ¢asé-hold .additional
°8,000 displaced persons un1ess all esent Yugoslav and
otan oecuoants evacuated. ! ' :

3. Purther study requfred of practicablility of bringing
large groups of displaced persons'into: Italy .in-view of
present commitiments respecting fepahriation of Itallans
Irem Qreece and other countries; .as wyell as care of displaced
persons. coming to ILaly ag a T'c-)sujt of military operat1ons
and evacuatlons.

4 Remainder ‘of Fedha1a populauion numbering 234
now-at Philippeville and contemplate that such persons. would
in future be. sent PhiJippcvllle except -when” expedlency or
necessity dictate uge:'of Fedhgla. It has been urged that’
Fednala camp also oe held in regerve and ‘uhderstand that

CM-IN-~ bo38- ‘5 Dec 44
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PRIORITY

2 .

Frem: él]iedrForcézHeadéuarters? Caser%a, Itaiy'”

i pec 19iy

| Gr: o X 63014 CMAT B35 0
UHKRA will doc ‘sa.

Y. SHAEF bhsa besn odviged aund he will coordinaﬁe
rians wivh them. - - .

~-End

fanoll
a0 Wi 5200.9 (9/27/58)

ACTION: CCAC

ANFO 3 CC/3, ASP, OPD, G-2, Admiral King, My McCloy

cm~m~ﬁ238 (5 Dec Iy} 00522  w/m

<

Cory No.
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Dear M¥r, McCloys. -

&

al - ”—'ifi\é:fgﬁoiring, ;.g-—xthe,'guigstan"déf'gfi a;_!ﬁe{agggq £a081
.. KeClelland, “#ar Refuges representitive. at Bern,: Switgerland

. -"The Swiss received a message from their Legation in ,Btida/psst'
on the 27tk of Ootobsr which sbated that an agreement had been .- .

arrived at between the Qovernments of Germeny and Hungary- according
N - to which the emigration of about 8,000 Jews from Hungary would eoon
o be authorized end that by the 15th of November this would have to..

- \L - ~be carried out. Means of transportation-to the: frontier of Switzer-
land would be furnished by the Cerniang:and. the Hungarisns, -.: .7 7. -

"The Swiss Political Dopartment on the 31st-of Gotober ins
structed ite legation in Budapest that.thesse refugees would be ' - -1l
received in Switzerland, this instrustion:following approval by =~ -
Federal Couneil and in order to offset any possible use by-the -\
Germans or the Hungarians of lack of readiness on the part -of ‘the
Sviss as an exouse not to allow these people to depart. -The de-
cision was in line with assurances which in August were given to

us. :

R ) "All pertinent information with regard to dooumentation, com-
position, and ultimate destination of the group wag requested: .
urgently by wire of the Swiss Legation in Budapest on the 28th of
October and again on the 1lst of November, since it is not olear
whether all of the 8,000 are holders of Palestine certificates, or
whether only a part of them hold such certificatas, . :

“November 1 conversations with Chisf of Federal Police and
with representative for relief and refuges affaira.of the Politioal’
Department reveal that the Swiss are congerned. seriously regarding .
the practical difficulties which are involved in receiving and
housing a group of this size, aven temporarily, at such short notice, .
Switzerland has received more than 25,000 new refugeas during the . ~
past six weeks, they pointed out, (chiefly women and. children from :
Valdossola in Italy and from the combat gones in France) while, on
the other hand, only 8,000 people have departeds- 2000 Frenoh civ—:
ilians and 6000 military escapses. It would be difficult to solve
the problem of fuel, blankuts, and housing sufficient to properly



e

i

-take care of 8,000 people in winterj in_ addition; ‘many . of the refu-.
gees may be clothed inadequately.  Accordingly; the Swiss are:aniious
that steps be taken as soon as possible: for the evacudtion: of ‘such ™.
hungarian refugees. The practicability of furnishing “Swisé. traing .

for the transportation at once to Morséilles.or to soms other French
seaport of all those who are eligible for emigration ‘to Paledtine is =
being looked into.by the Swiss. Therefore, it-would be wise if the :
board at_ once could study the problen-of obtaining one or more ships *
for Palestine; in ‘addition, the Swiss wounld appreclate any-efforts | -
which could be madé toward evacuation to-North“Africaor: some gther:
territory of-Aldied choice of all or & part ofthose Who are not’
destined for Pulestine. ... . -7 " e T
-"Radio Budapest :evidently-revérsing the decision:wije
o “reported in October 24 telegram from the Legation, repeated séveral.
o times during the.evening of the -29tn of . October:-and "’ ths- morning of
. ‘the. 30th_of Uctober, instructiohs sddressed to.all ‘Hungarian authori— -
- ties, the army, and the police, to the effsct thut protective docu-. -
ments or foreign passports should be respected and that: future: Jewish
holders of such documents should not be sent to. compul sory labor
service; and, in addition, that rights of extraterritoriality “stould
~be enjoyed by foreign Consulates, Legations; and premises of ICRC: - . -

- o "Now it seems probable that the majority of the 50,000 male.
Jews reported as being deported as lzbor. are ‘being sent: to western
Hungary for work along the Austro~Hungarian’ bor

der’, “on -fortifica=- >

tions there. e

"It is very difficult to believe that the release of 8;000 .
Jews has suddenly been decided upon in view. of thesrecent intensified
anti~jewish stand taken by the Szalassy regime-as well as the consig-
tent refusal of the Germans to allow the departure of even the
initial group of 2,000 holders of Palestine certificates,

"We will keep you informed with referengé to thi}s g;t'ter."

If the refugees mentioned herein should reach Switzerland; it may
be necessary that they be removed therefrom promptly. I think it wlse e
that the appropriate divisions of the War Department and Army be ‘advised
of this possible need for tramsportation and accommodation.: A copy of
¥cClelland's messaze has also been sent to Ambassador Kirk, the United
States Political Adviser in Italy., It has baen suggested to Ambassador
Kirk that the WRRA representatives and G-5 sections might wish to give
informal preliminary conaideration to this nmatter.,
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Any comments that you may wish ',tc;;;zzi'ali;e" on “this igattei-;wilrl.:bsi
appreciated.- A S : :

. de W, ?ehle_ﬂ_
: Exgcutive Director

T 7M. Jobn d. MoCloy,” v T
" Assistant -Secretary of War,
Washington, D. ¢. =~




American Leg&tiém ‘Barny -
T Seoratary of Ztabe, .ashington :
2ATEDE - goveaber 1, 1944
Bdjti 7269 )
. ,_V'I’hsj.‘gll,t;ﬁi'rié tnaesages fyom kollalland for s ip 1 -

tranamitted. - T o

LT = Ths énies reouived a messnze-from thelr Legation'in
- fudepest ‘on thd 27th of Uotober which stated thek on sgroas S
hed buen- arrdved at betweeh the Covarnments:of Uormany amd
. iungery eocording to which the edgration of about 1,000 Jews'
fron Hunzary would soon be suthorized and-that by the 15th of
Rovenbop Uris would have to be carpled outl  Means of trans-. - =
portation to the frontier of Switserland would be furnished by the
Gernuns end the Hungerisns.. L - .

_ ‘The Swiss Politiesl Department on the 3lat.of Uote .
.ober instructed its legation in Ridapsst that these refugecs = -
would be recélved in Smitserland, -vhls instruction folleming..
approval. by Federel Councid and in order to offset any posaible
use by the Uermans or the Hungerinus of lacl of réadiness on the:-
part of the wiss as an exocuse mob to allow. these psople to depart.
The decision was in line with assurances which in Auvust were
given to us {Bee message dated Augunt 12 {rom tho Legation,

Huzoor 5248}, . : CoED o -

A11 portinent information with regurd.to .
documentation, composition, and ultdemte destination of the group
was resuested urgently by wire of tha Swiss Legation in Bude-
post on the 28%h of Cctober and again on the lst of November,
since it 1o not clear whether all of the 8,000 are holdera of '
Palestins cortifiocatoes, or whether only & psrt of tham held such
certificates, .

Hovemboer 1 conversations with Chiof of Foderal .
Police ard with representative for reldef and refuges affairs of
the Political Department yuvenl that the Swiss are concerned
seriously rogerding the practical difficulties which are in-
volved in recoiving and lousing s group of thle size, oven o
temporarily, at auch alort notice, oswitgerland has received more
than 25,000 new refugoes during the past six weeks, they pointed
out, (chiafly women and children from Veldossola in Italy and from --
the combat zones in Franse) whilo, on the other hand, only 8,000

Miss Chauncey (for the sea'y) Abrohanson, sckemmann, Akuin, Cohn, Drury, I
buliods, Friedmsn, Gaston, thdel, ,Leqee_r,_};éuﬁcs,ymnon! _HeCormaok, Pehla, -Flles, .
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- pesple have departeds-. 2000 French

ageepeoss it would be difficult to's

blenkets, znd houainp sifficient 40|

people in winterj in addition, nsny of Ehe re.!?u

1rm.denuauclv. ucgr&lnuw, tho uwms nre: ux s tha' st#pm B

Tha 'wuctmabill ,{ oi L*xmﬁ‘min': Snige fx"xj ag Loy By Lt
tion &b once to Harsedlles or bo syns other Fronth sw Nru of 41
ihwse. o, are 2 le for c.ﬂwrntmn to-rdlesting 3e teing looked
into by the twiss, - Therefore, it vould bs-iise if thr -board ‘at ! r\nce
esould study tiw problai of obtaluning one 2T 5ere i -
ralﬂat.ineg fnaddition, the Swiss woild

“ﬁuc"l uoum be L;de toward ovacaat.

: wh:h,b, Hie xcpcr!.ed in raragr‘uph T of us'tobor ’4 telegmm fz'em

the lepatisn, sumbar 7049, repeated:scveval times during {he
evaning of the Z9th of Uctober and the 'mx-ning of the 30th of
October, instructions sddressed o sll Hungarian authoelides,
tho army, and the police, to tha effset thet protective documents
ar forsign pussports should be raspected snd that, future-

dewlsh holcleru of ‘such documente should not-ba sent £o cow- .
pulsory labor services and, in addidion thot plchts of -éx-- i
tratorritoriadity ohould be enjoyed b') fmmipn Con.,ulat.as, S
Lagsations, and premises ol I Oy ...

Hdow 11 ovens pmbuble "timt hhé,mjdifita" of the
50,000 reale Jows reported as being deported ss lshor (see
neasags fyon the Legation dated Vetoher 25,- x\‘\mbar 7088)" eve :
~ bolng sent b0 western itungary for work ftlcmg *ho A‘s tro=Hungarian
varder, on fortificetions thera.

It is very diffioult to heldsve that the rolease
of 8,000 Jews hay suddenly heen declded upon in viow of the ra-:
cent in tinaified anti-Jonish atand taken by the Smalusey regins
as well =u the consistent rofusel of the Gemang to-allow the
depurture of even the initial pgroup: of P,Q&‘Q holders of
Fsleatine certificates,

76 nill leep you mformed with peforence to Lhis
sttt or.

Llmield, DOR3 LG 1 Git HARRTSON










"Exchengees from BB were in state of acute undernourishment three e
having died during tneir .:r,ay nere. I nave every renson 1o -be l:usve this
gituavion is iar iroa co nea to BB but common to tul German concent.ra— 2
Ylon cumpa an: o Thee work companieg.t -

('744 from Bern)

"All zges ana s0¢iwl clasbes uie repre.,enteu althoubh ercem}&ge of;

m,:.l.le"*' als ang gPofessionul men iz relatively highs: 3 )
i 2 om Trensylvaniaz wi}_o,a G
urbitrutlon bui:ther

to ge tu Palwtlne s6me- s Young workers

reminent members. ofJewish Ol‘ga.an[-t:lUﬂb, .
Join reietives ulrveedy theére.  Host oi Lien hed been :
£y wuulc be admitted elthough noné.:ci them z.c‘cually possess -

vrlicztes or equivelent documénb.  Om othér nand. -they - all hold. -

Red Crosa or an 1nuem&tlonal Jewish orgeni-
ine cel'ulilt nte! ‘in tueu’ name Caveilable. st
from Btrn) ‘ : : Al T T

i
r‘

-z
I.—,

"On pupgust ZL there nrrived in .mit:;ulund o1 500 Hung
tiensferred to cump of Pérgenbelsen who' were 10 Ge unconigditio
by the Gestepo.,.Taese people appearito be princi ully'irom bucmpest and
Kolosver and are mixed group of bovh sesxcs ranging {rom two-to elahtj-—t\lo
in egee Auung b 22U weo Lave renched Switierland ave certein rabbis and
ouer nembez s of tue b“.b;.“c_l. convoy of 1200 wiich-a L,tua Ay uurncu Sut.to
ve compuned of 16Y0 czsons. (5517 from Bern)

Badilniay w/elzon







_ February 19, 1945

- - : MEMORANDUM FOR THE FIIES -

Major Thomas R. Tayler, Civil Affairs: (War Ext. 6432):
telephoned today to advise me that under date of Jaiuary 31, 1945,
SHAEF had wired to McClelland asking him whether the group of 1672.:
Hungarian refugess were to be moved out of Switzerland in:one group
or in increments, McClelland also was advised that the channol oi‘
oommmication was from s-IAEF to 0-5, to. Ampolad to Bern. ’

ccAc has been advised that SHAEF aent a follmr-up to

e lh;)or Taylocr suggested that the Board,cable l!cclelland
adv:lsing -him’ of .the forego:l.ng. ) L 3 g :






General 01Twyer, 7
Miss Hodel asked that

I vrepare . tis memo for your

information,




WAR REFUGEE BOARD:.
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. - - :
_ Pebruary-9, ‘1945

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUN

Tos Genexnal Q'Dwyerj

. t,iFi'om:A 75 VirginialBastin -
e V-Sﬁ;ci,j/é‘ct':‘ Surmery “of “events iéédiné"ilp j:-o, movemént-'of 167 Hunga:;-ien“ D
. Jews through Switzerland to l\{orthtAir_‘ri,an e e

Noverber 1, the War Refugee Board was advised. by Mr, HeCleélleng -
in Bern that Hungary and Germany had agreed to the emigration of -
about 8,000 Jews from Hungary, Until tais time, - the Gérmans had

-.denied departure of an initial groun of 2,000 eveli though holding . .
Palestine certificates, The Board learned ,from:ri't,'é'feprésentatiir,e_ i
in Ankara that through the Jewigh' Agén(:yir,epr,es,eﬁrtative’"1}1].,B11gia§ésﬂ_"fA},
exit permits for the 2,000 Palestine certificate holders vould be.- .
secured, This inférmation wasg cable‘d—l;(cCléllahd‘askingjfcsr.,’veri,ﬁ-—“' PR
cation and if correct to inform:the Swiss Government ‘that” the United
States would do everything possiblé to securs thé prozress of: thisg
group to Palestine, T o S '

November 10, McClelland advised the Bosrd that the Swiss govern~
ment had no news from their Legation in Budapest: regarding the :de-=
varture of the 8,000 but it did appear that the balance of - the
Hungarian Jewish group from Bergen-Belsen would soon be sent to- Switgzer-
land, This group consisted of approximetely 1300 persons, o

November 15, the Board cabled Caserta of the possibility of -the
movenent of this group of refugees and asked . that Governor Cochrane
of UNRRA and G-5 Section, ATHQ be advised for' their preliminery, in-
formel consideration since it might later prove necessary .to. uase .the
Philippeville camp in Algeria for these refugees until their entrance
into Palestine or other Alliea countries could be.arranged; .

November 16, Mr, Pehle wrote Mr, McOloy of the War Department
with reference to the abvove information and asked that appropriate
military suthorities be adviged,

November 25, Mr, MeCloy replied stating that " the V'I'heater was
Y - - = -
being edvised that UNRRA had agreed in principle. to the reception




and care of this group at an appropriate UNRRAcamp and -that arrange-r . B
ments should be made by the military to provide transit ‘to° the .zrouvp
through France and across water to bring them to.their destination,

December 5, General Hill&ring mthé'VMi-.‘ 'Pehle-'th;t ”HRA‘;i'epfe-' -
sentatives ‘and AFHQ in Italy had agreed to-hold the. Phil Ippeville -camp. .
in Algeria in reserve for this group, P e 1 G ETT

December 7, Mr, McClelland advised the Board that 1355 Hungarian -
Jews from Camp Ouxergenbelsen arrived in"Switzerland on-Deceiiber 6 and

7= crossing frontier.at St, .Margarethen - and that they were Hoyiged- : -
Semporarily at St, Gall, . V(Boa;rd,cabled MeClelland. asking if this paré:
of 2,000 group referred to esrly + no confirmatisn;). - g

. ¥ Deceémber 28, Mr. McGlelland calbed that:delege
~ Federal-Police had visited place whers these refugées. afe
i .was learned that all these refugees intend .to ‘g0 to -Palestine, - Most. -
. of them had been assured of ‘admittance though nofie actually vossessed:
Palestine certificates or equivalent documents, However,: they a1l -
vossessed documents stzting that a Palestine certificate-in their
name is available at Isgtanbul, i e R

o January 3, the Board cabled Menn in London. t};a;t in Sr'j.revi'ofr fhev,
report of the Swiss Federal Police effats sliould beTmade. £6 have this .~
group admitted to Palestine rather than to-Philivpéville and asked . . e -

““'that this matter be teken up witn the British immediately, . -

January 3, Mr. Pehle again wrote Mr, McCloy indlcating that & =
the Swiss suthorities were pressing for immediste-evacuation. of this. :
group and that the Philippeville camp might have to ‘be used vhile en-
deavoring to obtain the accuracy of a report. that theéy hed beén promised
admission to Palestine, | R

January 12, McClelland reported the: Swise had expressed. hope. that
pending reply from London regerding permission of this group to enter
Palestine that arrangements might be started for transit to France —
this trip being necessary regardless of their ultimate destination,
Palestine or North Africa, Also informed the Board there was an‘omission :
by the Swiss officials with regard to the number comprising the"zroup,
They now desire to include the first Hungarian Bergen~Belsen COnvoy -,
vhich consisted of approximately 320 persons - making the total 1672
rather than 1352 as first reported, If necessary the Swiss offered to’
furnish trains for transportation to the Frency port of .embarkation,

January 16, Mr, Pehle wrote Mr, McCloy, including the above
information and stated that, in view of necessity to evacuate this
group from Switzerland as soon as possible, & decision had been reached
to move the entire group to Philippeville pending final declsion re=:
garding their destination, r, Pehle asked that SCHAER be advised
and asked to meke necessary arrangements for trensportation., Govy.
Lehman was also advised of this decision and asked-that ‘arrangements-
be made to receive the group-at Philippeville, IO :




February 9, ‘the Board was advised by Ste the t,ari;ahgen{eﬁts, .

for the movement had been made - only -detall to'be. decided was.
whether the entire group should be moved: at. one time,  Both :UNRRA
and the Wer Department sre in mgreement that the'group will be
moved to Philippeville and transportation will be available for

them 10 to.15 days after arrival at Marseilles, J'I)G'wil;!. .be con=-
sulted copcerning cost of maintenance while in Iviarseillgs;' )







