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JEWISH REFUGEES AIDED 

6jio More to Go to Paleatine~y 
Way of Spain \ 

~ By Wlreltll to THr Nsw You: Tmu. 
MADRID, July 21-Tentative 

plans for the transfer of some. 650 
Jewish war refugee&, temporarily 
quartered near Geneva, Switzer· 
land, to Palestine next month were 
announced here today. 

This group will be in addition 
to the 350 who_ took pa8sage from 1 
Barcelona. last inonth, Aborit 1,500 
refugees, who have been quartered, 
in Geneva for several months, are: 
being taken overl_and to Ba~el_ona ! 

l
and then are being sent to Pales.' -
tine by boat: · 

All these transfers are being 
I handled by the Jewish agencie.!l of I 

I
P~9l,stine and the American joint 

~ijbi:~~~~~~:~~ti~e~ refugee1~ln! 
Gepeva will be transferred dire\~t/ 

1
trdfn Switzerland by the Wf\t 
,R~~~~.:B~~d_.:_ _--. ~~ 

li.,-

.,. 





~:ear J.ir. ~lhi te: 

American Conaulate General, 
Zurich, ~witzerland, 
.Marah 18, 1945. 

1-

At the suggestion of the local representative of the 
United Press I was invitedfbY the Swiss ,\rmy to take part in 
a tour of inspection by Anglo-American journalists of· ret,ugee 
C8liiJlS in the Montrewc area, While this is not strictly Treasury 
work, I glenly accepted the invitetien_ in the be.l~ef that ~e 
:;ecreta.ry and you may be interested in having a. rllport from me 
on this trip, · 

The trip. was arranged by the Frees and iiadio ·ili vis.io~ ,.of. 
'the '.i>~iso A:rlily. -No effort was spared -to create the best possible 

impression on the Angl~-Ameripan cOrrespondents who, as gnests of 
the Army, were served first class food and fine drinks, On the 
evening preceding the tour of inspection army officers and the 
co·mmissioner :for refugees read reports on their work. It lias 
-,,ointed out thet on February 1, 1945 Switzerland sheltered approxi­
mately 104,000 refugees distributed as follows: 

Civilian internaen 
Military internees 
Civilian• who are 
not interned 

35,000 
25,000 

44,000 

fhe Journalists 1tere invited to ask questions and the 
'•cience !-loni tor referred to embarrassing reports in the press o:t:_,: 
the I..eft to the ef:fect that in the early part of the war refugees 
.who ente:red SWitzerl~ illegally were sent back- .at night into_ , 
Germany und that JJr, Rothmund, Chief of the Federal Police in charge 
of aliens, had publicly admitted hsuing orders to this affect. 

1, personally, recall such incidents distinctly. A few 
months before my departure for Switzerland 1 gave Lux:f'ord an excerpt 
from one of my reports as Vice Consul calling attention to the fact 
that refugees had been sent back forcibly across the frontier. Dr, 
Rothmund contended at the time that Switzerland could not absorb 
these additional refugees, This was be:fore the collapse of France 
when the total number of refugees in thie country did not exceed 7,000 
as compared with lo4,ooo refugees and internees at present, Dr, Bothmund 
has meanwhile resigned as Chief of the Federal Police and begi~ 
April 1, 1945 will serve as the General representative of the inter­
Gqvernmentul ColD!IUtee :for l!efugeee in London, headed by Sir Herbert 
Elberson. 

Curt Riese, author of the book "Sabotage", who represents here 
the newspaper Enterprise Aoaooiation, added another embarrassing 
moment when he pointed out that to his knowledge no Italian Faaoiata 

\ 
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who entered Switzerland illegally were ever sent back. A spokesman 
for the ?ederal Police denied th"-t Italian 'Oascists were coming in 
illegally. However, no serious effort >-I&S made to deny the charge 
th;;t refugees from C-<>rm&ny had been sent back across the frontier. 

·the refugee camps in flontreux and Gaux. \i,J.ich l>e visited 
consisted of te.-o large hotels which had oeen closed for many years 

\--

·owint;; to the necline in Swiss topist tra.d.e. IJsually two families 
occupied one room. In one of the rooms, no larger than· the one I used· 
for my office in the Treasury, >~ere 2 beds and 2 mattresses (with 
blankets) on the -floor. This room was occlip1.ed by 2 families dOmpris:l..ng 
8 ·oersons. I· 1i&S told that each family had 2 beds· or ma·tt.r~sses on· - -
the floor anf] t!u.t 2 persons. slept in each bed or on each -ma.ttress; 
ln- another, eometiP.at- Bmaller room \1ere 2 familie~- e.omprising 7 pel-sons. 
The refugees in the oe hu tels, nwnbering 1670 pe}'sons, "ere Zionists 
who h,~ been transported from the German camp Bergen Baleen near 
Hannover. They were II!Ostly Hungarian Jews e.nd all were agreed that 
the H'i.m.garia~ 1-ia2i~, &iter Hitler took over, ~ere more ruthless and 
brutal than even the ~'<>sta:po, 

!•one of the refugees complE.ined about conditions in these 
hotels. In fact som~ told me that by comparison >11th Germany and 
Hungary, Switzerland ~<as for them like paradise. l1hat. worried them 
most """ leek of ne·<Is from relatives end members. of immed.iate families 

~ from "hom they h,-o.£1 been separated forcibly. rhey were also greatly 
worried about rwnors tlta.t they would soon be shipped to Algeria in 
~rder to ~e ro ·m in Switzerlrnd for other refugees. 

'::he ~<ishee and hopes af the refugee_s were stressed_in the 
addr.ess of their President uho, while repeatedlr expressing gratitude 
to the c'<'iss officials, macle an impassionate plea for permission to 
remain here 2 or 3 more months in the. hope that the war mi!?Pt th!ln 
be over and they could either go to l'alestine or their old country. 
'l!he majority definitely preferred Palestine. He pointed out thnt soma 
of the refu~~es, especially those from Y~oslavia, had been transported 
from place to place uuring four years1 that they were physically and 
paychically exhausted. 

Col. Hunch, the officer in cnarge of refugee camps, expreaaed 
symp .. thy for the se.f plight of the uprooted refugees, in particular 
the curtailment of personal freedom, separation of families, and un­
certainty about the future, However, he declared, the refugees had 
been a.dm1 tted into this country with the understanding that SWitzerland 
could offer transit facilities only! that Switzerland could not accept 
more refugees unless those already here could bs transported elsewhere. 

One of the refugees, a young man, showed me a picture of 
himself with bullet wounds in the right shoulder. He was placed 
before a firing squad with other Jews in e. cemetery in PolMd 

--:c~-
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and buried there. Ho>~ever, the shotl! were not mortal &nd at niejlt 
he lll8Ilage<i to dig himself out and escape. This 9icture is enclosed. 

,, youn;; Jewish physicie.n from :Belgrade, who was in charge of 
a hospital ward in the hotel, was especially bitter about the :poss1-
b111 ty of being shipped to North Africa. He kept shouting that he 
would never go to another internment calllP, be it that the S>Iisa first 
nut him in shackles. Before"he became e~citad on t~is point he told 
~e that at his insistence refugee patients were nQw getting th~ .saE0. 

jooa as regular haspi tal patients. Prtwiously they had lia\n given the 
same fooU as other refugees.· · :z.. 

One old hotel at l>\ontreux now shelters/125 refugees lfho 
were brought here rec~ntly from the notorious Ttieresienstadt Camp. 
7he leader of this group of JeHs "howed me some specimens of eo-called 
Ghetto money with which inmates of the camp were paid for their work. 
A snecimen of this money is enclosed and a translation of the German 
text in attached a.• of possible interest. 

An elderly man, who had been the President of the Jewish 
co!lWlunity in llresla.u, told me that urter leaving 'fhe>Ssienstadt he 
na.d made some notes which might interest me. He read to me the fol­
lowing from a small notebook: 

About 120 inmates were kept tliere in rooms 12 x 15 feet. 
'!'his went on for 20 months. 'fhe Rabbi at Theresieneta!lt had 
told him that on June 15, 1943 the inmates. e.t that Cll!DP numbered 
43,800. From July 1942 to September 1943 no lees than 27 ,J50 
inmates died mostly from diarrhea. In October 1944,,11 trainload!! 
comprising 18,300 persons were shipped in cattle cars to an unknown 
destination. Husbands were sol?ara.ted from wives, children from parents. 
nothing more had been heard abont these unfortunates. 

Respectfully yours, 
I 

/s/ Walter w. Ostrow 
u.s •. Treaeur,r Repreaan~ative 

The Honorable 
Harry D, White 

Assistant Sacretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, D.C. 

- -:._ ----. 
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June 19, 1945 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

-· 
The following mas11114:e for you from Reuben Resnik was 

.weceived tbl!ough the United States Iilnba.asy in Rome under 
date of ·June 15, 1945, as ,your llo. :)9: ·:-

''latest arrangements for former Bergen -Belsen 
and former Therasienstadt refugees presently in 
Switzerland provide for first group of 74o to 
arrive Italian camps last week in June. Similar 
number in second lot will proceed directly to 
Palestine and will be aocompanied b,y 180 certificate 
holders now in Switzerland after the group is sent 
to Italy. 'lie are also preparing for the transfer 
of a small group of twent,y Palestine subJects .who 
have Just come from campo in Central Europe to 
Italy.• 

Very truly ;yours, 

[(S1gne4r:noreno~ Hodol "' 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director 

>l.r. t.l. A. Leavitt, Secretar.r, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
270 Madison Avenue. 
New York 16, New York. 

/?31!" 
RBHutchison: 6/19/45 

---.:._:-, 
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This telogr~_l:'. must be 
pc.ro.phrascd before being 
communico.tcd to anyone 
other th~_::!. a Government 
L,~ency. ~1'tlHL~ 

Secrc..-:~fl_r-~r af St[!tc 

-1627, June 15, 5 p,m, 

Dated Juno 15, 1945 

- ........ ,~ 

FOR i10SES L;:L.VITT LJ])C FROI~I REUBEN RESlJIIC 

39 
1 

Lc.test n:->rangmnents for ox.BerGenBelson oxTl"lercsien-

stadt -.rci'Ut;cos now Slv~litzcrlnnd proy~de for f'irst g1'loup 

of 750 to nrri·ve rt;,lian cnm;os last week in June. Second 

lot of similar number uill go directly to Pnlestine and 
,-

will be accompanied by n group of 180 _,qeri;ificnte holclers 

now in SvlitzerlDDcl after the group ~s sent to Itnl;;·. Wo 

are nlso nrrangin:;_for the transfer of a snnll group of 

t;-renty Palestine su!Jjects v:ho h8.VG just como to Itc..J.y frorr\ 

camps in Central D.1rope. 

KIRK 

'.iTD 
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Distribution 
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arrant;cccent. 

· -' " ·. Be.rn ( )JO· (' /';/ jt.J ~ 
~a~~d _tray 24, 1'~15 {C JJUPt I of true 

b:f sp4945~l 2S AM a . Rcctd, 1:20 p.m. 

Secretary of St~te, 

~-/ashinct on. 

. 
287~, ~~ay 24, noon 

DC/L 
~ I ,._ ·, ~} 

Cn\,TR~l nopv u~l! .. U lL" ' 
I 

~- " - -
FOrt T I ::;.::e=R Or' ·.'iP.B FROi'.i lc!CCL:SL'"AlW 

LcgatJ.ont:::; 255_5, i.lay 1. 

Date o:l' novement from Svlltzerland of first convoy 
/ 

ap~}rozir.1G te-ly l, 000 refugees going to UlJRTIA Co.nps in 
/ I 

southern Italy has nort definitely been set by SI-Ir.:=:~F 
I 

G-4 and G-5 as Jun8 4. Second convoy will follow tr1o 

Ylooks later, Both groups arc to go via narsoille t.b 

Taranto. 

HA.RRISOll ' 

~.' rpw:·c"S t~'J I :~::,s~~,-~';t; ,,·s· ' '''-;:. 
f _, . 11.. ·"':. _, .. r.:-1:"' t. _J • 
·--~- -=~.;_:- ___ _....,..-..------------.... --

DECLASS!l'IIID 
Stnte Dept. l .·f: ~•·· 1-11-72 

F·· rc .tl. f':.tl i;.s lJa: ' __ SJj~_1 'l 

- ~- .--~-.... 
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3crn 

/~ ~/.:: /4) 

( (. '~t :·.-, 

Do.too. i;Jay l, 19~5 

) 

2555, l1n.y l, "9 --,.n. .. "":~~TRbl copy 
' _-.;.~.; =-l.,_ti~,:-~ Gf rCfucc0_s to be cv".cur:.tcc1 fran SHitzcrlnnd 

tlc~-,..-,rti_'rc firot c ·.:'1":!0~' fron. s~Ji t z:;rlr!.ncl_ of li!"'y 2 since 

cuc~lctcJ so th~t first convoy of ~bout 1100 c~n dop~rt 

''-~ G')Cll ;---_;, Fare. iG received fran sFL;.EF. Herbert is in 

:tLRF.ISCI" 

··_:3 
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P:.ID4t!q ;.pril 20, 1945 

(~J::-,:Cv~ OC/L 
~EC 1d 11:10 p.r~. 

t:~.-,rrn.l_~~~ll; r_~iDCLlSSEd in F~ris ~ t EGd O_f 

thESE SpEci~l 



of DutcL nc:tionals. ThEy arE tJainly Hungarians, 

Ru:~:;nl;:.";s, CzEchs, Yucoslnvs, PolEs and formEr GErl:lans 

'~7ill kE'Ep you informEd of' :progrEss this UWYEnlEnt. ~ 

I:LRRISON 

--~ 

\ 





• 
DEPARtfMENT .; 

~F <l 
STATE J 

l'':: 'lUSt '--.E 

~---I' ;::::::::._1_ ::;E:f'JrE bEing 
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~~ D }::na;J:C£dflMP:t;i~'.+20, 1945 

REC 1d 11:10 p,r,,, 

flC/L 
.. -, ~ -. ,. \; 

.. CONTROL COPY 
DEi_J _x·t:.-:: ~-!:;is 1205-; .. Ii3 'S 476, l,Iarch 24. 

;( 

}2_-:~:1::> ~:;_'"'E sh:=-:.pin~ u.~) S':'.ti:::fo.ctJrily non :for 

:·.·:_;.,~ --. _o!~: s..:_'Eciul Gro;_;_ps of' J~v1ish rEf'ugEEs f'ron 
/ 

c··:~~;: -~!::l2e:::-::. c:::d -t~-~~ rtEsiE:1stndt froc: Sv;itzErlo!1d 
I 

r::. _lr.:-_:.<_; .. "-~~.::rs, '~c~_ic:::tl pEr2;::)nnEl, Etc. and movE 1s bE~_ng 

'~:::·-~ .. ith 3::1'~'::~ G-4, G--5 o.nd U~:RfL.~- Vlith n!1-o:: this 

S;:.:r; :; __ s. c:r.·-up of' s i: .il:-tr sizE should dEpetrt mid-I.Iny. 

It ll~:r bE ~E~Essary sEn6 a third, s~allEr croup 

l:J.tEr. !1E:f-~l~~EEs of' nll n8.tionnlitiEs rEprEsEntEd \Jithin 

. thESE spEcial 



ti.ESE 3lJEcial c;rL'ips CerE bEing EVf\CUC!tEd Hith EXCEption I 

oi' Dutcll nationals. ThEy arE tminly Hungarians, 

Rn:.~n:'.c·•1s, C:ZEc'1s., Yugoslctvs, PolEs and formEr GEruans 

Hl.RRISON 
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1945 MAR 31 PM 4 20 

LC!JDCN 

D·' ,, v; L 

LIAISON 

{ ~,.cj___..e.~ 

CQNIHUL 1111fl 
2452 
The follOl·Jing fczo ll!'nn ie l!!Ul 61. 

Reference your 28?2 d'f' tlr:roh 20, 1945, 

Follouine; 1s. text of inat:r'Uotions fo~n.-rdeu_ by_ UllRRJ~ here 
-:r 

;;o their I-oondon mission, ensuel'i'fl{;· cruewtions rpilieil by you:· 

-~UO'l'£ 1-lovement respo'!laibili ty of m1litcry. After 

convcraptiona Pith \-Hill ;~e ure;e ·that utlRRJ~ Verer:1l1er. shoulil 

offer :Jllw;;F egeinst flpecific requer.t c:upplementc-ry meuicrl 

,2 ~ ersonnel not obtninc,ble thcutor, ;-;e \!111 reouetlt llelp i
;Jlli t;elfvre personnel for cere refu{';ees en route. If UNRRA 

-r ~ 
" ~ . t~iNt mission. Har uepnr'Gment in1'orr.1o us move1uent cc.nnot 

., 'd 

;)~e ttr::::~s::::~y ~:::r::~ e:~::::l::;t:c:r::
1

:; refugees 

·;- ~ ~· NRful. cc.re is fv.nction of i; ashington or 1 ts !'elJresente.ti ve. 

;:, .c ~ .!RH ... repreoentrt1 ve yoint nent'est Qepn.rture responeible 
f-· +~ (.; 

;:; ~ ;: otify you of IJOVer.;eht ,,nd P.scertnin all int\ividu£1~1! properly 

'----~ng to group cle[l_red. v:ashington \·rill appoint <11splroed 

persons representetive nt Dern for this ~urpose earliest. 

You not oblieed nor c,uthorize<l accept r.ny groups of refugees 

not cleared. Uii~;.J,UOT:t:; 

llinoe 

. DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Leller, 1-11-72 

By R H. Parks Dntc S£P ~ ~ 1972 
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::lince He aoeuma you Hill eoon be ~Jith ~~cClelland, he ~-Till 

c.dvise you of exact str.tue of thieJ evncuution ns ~rorltaCI. out 

bet~1een hiweelf and. the o111 tery o 

mill: ~!NV: KG 
3/29/46 
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GRE.W -; 
(ACTING) 

(Gim) 
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CABLE. TO AMEASSAOO.I< l'ilNAIIT, LO!lOON, FOR t.UNN, YI\OM liAR l{ljFIJGl:E 00~ 

Follodni> is text of instructions forwarded by UNRRA here to their 
Lorillon mission, answerinb GUestiona raised by you: 

·.;UOT!. Movement Nsponsibill t.y ,,r mill t&.ry. After convcruations 
ni th i'iftll we ur;;e the. t UNRRA VsrsodllGS should ofi'er aJIAl.\F again at 
Bp<>cif ~c r<.< ,uest sup, leroentu.ry medic"l 1.wd welfar& .oJSrtlonnel for care 
'eJ u~;ees en r em•'-'• if U!UlRA ,,e, sonnel not obWnable theater, we will 
H.,u.,,t !:elp It&lian mi&sion, Vi"r !JeptU·tment infor-ms us m.ov11ment 
cunnot h, '"rr.,n,;mi be.fole April 1!), Pice.ae il>l!t.l1lct P&ris. 

QUO'il:.• ""B.oJOnaibillty cl.,aring eligibility of group of refugees 
Unf·RA qare iB !'unction of· ~a,.hingt.ou or its repre~..---t.t.tive •.. ·UmiRA 
:'.;-r~Coe,ntative '"oir;t. lleart'st depal"t.Ur6 resf.onaib.l.t; ·notify you of :nove­
~et~'t t.:.IW ..:.sC_er~~-.o.in 4\:i.l indiviC.Uf..ls ;)roperly belong "to .sroup cleured. 
'''-'rhin;;ton wi.L.i. "Pi'"lnt diaplace<i persona rq,reb<>nt .. tiv" at Bern for 
t· iz ;.urpoae oarli«st. You not obliguted nor auth"rized liCcept aey 
;:ou,.o of rni'u.t;o>es not cleared. Ul•C;UO'Il!. 

'"ince W6 ~BS\Ule you wil.l soon b.e with r.lcClelland, il& will adVi6e you of 
exact status of this evacuation && worked out between himself and tho lililitury. 

'dl .3 I 5 ;/RB LOliXr. CA.!lLE ilC • 61 

lO:JO a.m. 
:.mch :8 , 1945 

--1'-

hliee Obanncey (for the Sec'y), Cohn, Du.ilois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison, 
liocCormac~, 0' Dvzyer, l!'iles. 
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·::Mil.t. TO HAt\ lDOtl MID KOCLiCLLAND, m:!UI, FROM WAh JhFUGEE BOAhD 

that Aor1l 16 1" ea:rl1eet possible daLe for mo'feaent. ot 

two gro~ps of ref~geeo froe Swllzerlan4 '• UNrlftA camps• 

9:.30 a.m. 
i.·tarc.i:l 24, 191+.5 

',.iss C!JB.unce;y- (for the Sec•;,·), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison, 
... cCorwack, () t D.v;yer, Files. 
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DEPARTMENT 
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Jl:ID-1315 
Distribution of true 
reading only by special 
arrangement. <T g,-n 

Secretary of State 

rlashington • 

'287£, March 20, 7 p.m. 

FOR OD.IYER FRO/! I'1~HN 

Rec 1d 9:45p.m. 

~""''T"0l nop-V liUn. r\u l; · 1 

-London· office UNRRJ, has approached me concern-

ing refugees recently arrived in switzerland from 

the Resienstadt and Berc;en-Belsen Vlhich are to be 

evacuated to Fhillippeville and southern Italy. 

tJl'IRRf, points out that it has been unable to deter-

r:Iine status of r.wttor and accordingly would like ;;o 

know what arrangements are being made to obtain 
"'~ 

-r I 

I 
r: ., 

. i ,_ 

~if 
I 

.- i 
' I 

r 

tr£msportotion from Hersoille to destination and 

Vlhen it is planned for refugees to arrive in Mar-

seille and dopc,rt therefrom. 

illlRRi, states that it C8n provide doctors, 

. I 
I 
' l 

nurses and r:e;lfar~ v:crkers for the journey from 

;.rarselllo to clcstinotion but Elsks Vlhothor boord is 

able to rr;cruit su.ch doctors, nurses ond Vlolfa:ro noriWl'S 
:~ 

to .-:_ccoapc.ny r~Jfl_1;__;cr_:G Switz(:rlnnd tc 1.k.:t:·:JL:illc. :tnd points 

out that if possible such doct orsJ · ot cetorn, should 
• j 

nccompany 

Rt;;t.· ~RC_L~SSIFIEl) 
- '··:'·· L..Ni.cl',l-11-79 

~. 

-, . ·. : -:'" [ht<e$_£/2 ] Cj 1972 

-:~<W: > 



.' 
-2-7,2872, Uurch 20) ? p,n .. f'rom London 

c.cconipnnJ- rcfugc~s to finel dG::;tinction rather than 

to lft:.r soillo \'Jhorc tho:y Ylould be rop1accd by l;'HRRL 

_per sonncl-. 

It is under ~t oocl U:JRRJ, Hashine;ton discussing 

nattor 1Nith board. -HoY:cvcr, _I wou~d appreciate an. 

arisn6r at oerli_ost possible date _so that- I c_an ag--

vise London oi'f'icc of' lJlTRRL· 

Rc.peetocl to Ec.rn :for i.IcClollend and for such 

infornation 2s ho can sivc on points raised. 

\HNJJ!T 

HJF 
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' -"OtJTGOING 

19~5 . ".i I ;:.1 II 45 

:JG/L 
Uidso:~ 

J..,. 
DIVISION OF 

·CENTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SE;CTION 

. n 4 J?L_/ . 
W(Jr ~0 .r-· 

CONl~~~IJ;~~-· 
} 

~ho follm:irJ0 for llQrrir:on ~nd :~eClelldl<'\ is \:~<!J. '44.7 "· 
->. 

· . .-:c'lih reEpsct -to t!l-9 -~)enlilnf: evP.ci~rtion rir- the 16?2 

.:;vr,1l~ble to <;her,J ouffic1ently in f'.<lvc.nce of :~ctucl evr.cuQ-

il' st:r-tGless, 1:11et their n;::tionr-lity ;•ro befor·e; r~•;e, sex, 
-~-:_ 

puysic.~l oon•:Li. t1on, end l·.ny othel' 1nf:JY'f:1r>.tion ~1er'tinent to 

u.oour;oentction; this, no the.t the iJonrd. f.'Jt".Y be in 1: )JOsiticr. 

to notify Ui-iHlb here :'\C 1'::-r in P.dVN1co of nctur-1 ev"ou.r..tion 

cs ]J0081bleo 

i:fuJ:i!:N::.G 
3/14/46 

Wth'i'i'Ii:liU3 



A:h.CnJ.fr1 L. ~ll'tf._,'i,Ul l"ihi·~ . .;.;:..;,)N; nJ'\1.; i.i..~C .... i.~~-m-hL, tlLJili,. :Ol'ol;.'l.i-Lt\LAlifJ, .H:£)1'! i:l/Ji 
_ 4-~· Uv .... i i1v.f,;lLi 

:":.i~i~ 1~t-:J~OCL :. -. • , C ':i (·.V .. c.-.<~- -·fi .;;:f l..:.tl -b72 rOfUgt5e:J froid rwr._:t:f~ 
B"~ l.u"'n .. ;.J l-210 f-;·ur· ·_,_ n~rt::uiun~tl .. ctt, t.nt. e; i.P l't-:f<t.-f~ttld .: _;r your ib-~nt:~.r-u.l 1J-l­
_-.;.-.;·.xtl;.•II t1 cc,.y i~:.. un. i:lt:{);'l;ir<.~. t~-.Lf!t~r--lll 1 rom t.hu Ul(f M r-opre.,;en'tu:tl-v~ at 
:__:r..,lt·rto ~; ~r1, w.~.~~ .-;,;, .... ._;c hV:;i.l;.Q_e t--.J t:.t: Uoud on Mvrob 31 

·.UV'I't l. !--~ l:...:..vr::ec - :o-.~...l.l:i-·<.:viJ.~e of i'-iual;ington•::. 10~ t:.> Home 
ao.i{;. ltoJt..ec. c~A.(: t.i<tilj:d,J../;.1. . • ~pn_r.-~t..-ions ;:;-ot.>aiblt; adc.; tj unul !''t fu::;oea.. _ 

;.;_ • }j.-.c_ !'f;CCC~ ~ _-erleCO$ (.>Ui_,.llneQ 1D ill'.!"fiti.~·hph l.~JI>t!C _-bt~lOWt how-
k'i'"'::, ~foGiCt t~o·a Gl..Ct.!' n ~----il:l~~r-o\·~ne-nt, exob;tl.nije of inl>Jr,-;t.t.ioi_l" 1-~ l(u~ny 

-...~.r~~-~c_;._._ .... r.. ~.r::-t·-ct!.·It..i.; .. ;:..\.ron,~l.y 7"'(~~-0ti:t<fH~~, Lht• .. nl1.\:tc& 1 .':ct!..vn ou.t,-
_._..tnc,u ::.:r. .t",:,,=_::~: h _f--..-)\.\1~-b*lo~. _ -.7' · 

). Le-{i.f. tbl.\tl •-4 a,.,u.~-., not-ic-e a:iV!,t! o1 reycent, ~rrivt;..l uf J..50 
~1'-'-H•,_ r l.-;..n Jt:noo-- t.. I !:.:.lit_.~ -svi .... l.th ;~~ r>t.r-otcL~-:r ctuH:-a 1 rff.:::::~iru::!er in htuJ 
,·or.~·~· ..... •.il-l. ~iHJuJo :: ... ;-.;•.:.' lr;;:u .,c;-tJ~~ l't'tince l:.:.~ct f';~:~;bnr~~;~<l tb'i!i c. t H:-rceillun. 

J.- }1l;.V.e: ;;:.&~(G-11 .'1-.fh.•., C(J~.MHtiiC~.\...~ \...C-8 (~ll\1. oJ~ :!}'Ub-tJ1,~rl~(t l)i. fOllO\'i­
in~ .. tor ~l.a·.;r .~..t .. ion. In vr-d-t1:r t,n.:.t .-l"UJtcJ· .i.L.-.inon Ctin follo~'l t.!u-ough 
--·i~~-. D;-J-.LY, to.!~! .-( l_t;.:..~ .... :-; ll'D. ~'~"-'-=--li. -~n .n.·~ut:~te.~ 't-i:? l..r;rt. ru.tl \lfil.Cl·­

.;>t...;nc.a.:., .1.: -... •.• _ '-l':.. ~h '.:CLC ni:..t.; b;r He1 u,;;ce i:iOt.t.l"'\-:l, 

(e.) ,.jt;n;ln~ .';..;, >~u.fu",;_t;-~ L-1tc t ••. _~4i ut·¢L f;·~~ nort..U no:. t1~:}it·-.~bl,; 1 ~i.t; a 
_._r-:~t' .. { •• -ul(- 1 t:ut. iJ. .:.·~ 1'! '~'!; ,.:-tul1l1,.-i.t.'li f.l()ftt~.x.int-43Dt Kt.:any, F.o.r'c iii. 
c.~ ... • .. -~ -:..":.or. Ai'liii .. H~. ';(li..Jl :«~r ;_.__.t.icfl ~J l'ta ..... y Lo rocolvc t:.i-o t-o ct:.iling 
:.nc ic..:... ;.tFJ in (C) ~-h lc;.. 

(t) Al'l!·, o.;,.J ""·CCV' &touJ.<l t,;. uign;>llou "'" i141: it•'mJ\'nr.oe c.r. pO~>r.ib.Le 
--1.4.. , •• ,-, .-nyt..;i;.;, . .L •.on.G::.t.i.._r_., <,,_.z, t.y_;)(··s ..:.i. i.Unu 2-" f:H3:\1ly corq;rJ.s .. t..ivn. 

--a . o.:;vcc·Ji '11.. uJ.tJ::-:. .-... t.!.v:4 t~.r..d Job;;; i\ .... t.iun t)o!nt.:~• d.nte of u~·rivh.l in~ 
ur~.-.L>r t;:, f.>J.lvf1' Kl·t-:rty ~o !>lt)lll-l v,rr.f0rrcd deutinu.t.ion J.n light of ~bilit,y 
1~.:.- ;·ccfdv£, .. •L\' iJ:;..r,.,_ • .i..<:: .:n ~ccon.unoc\ with uin limited rilaO'urcns. 

(c) -J.~.\.J{· ro.lt.•~M _·l u.--.:t!-nt. t;f;ilinh c;·r"'·"cit..ys 7 1 000 twuthu.rn Iti~>...l.)', ~,ovj 
. 11ili,. '·rl..l·. " " ,,, "~,.l,y .·co;,, aul>Jeot to Iii ,.J·oy,,l of Al"ll(.lo K<•eny 

1 ~-"- .:l(.)Cil.:·:j Ai'H-... 1 .u~:h:bU.l~y n ... i.uin~:. uollln._.s wl.th i;Ot:~it..i!~Ut mi.L.ttu.ry 
~'.l ly ~- - L~un;,;- 1 '-• .:coar-.. u· ·-'' t.ion otore&, auit1l t.10I•f~ol ... oopl.t;-. t·t-1 ?Jill noti.i.'y 
y .... ~ ,: : < ;-.ult. .•• 

A.t..l. ~1.4! t:..ry , .. r.oulu be t't. ,ucut.cd rtvt L-J in!. t.lti\..U .tno\l'c~ru(ft-.t to UN!tRA in­
:• i-a.:...i.J.f .. u1urta1 nt \.ii:JU.l. !.'1l'tt1. Ol.tt.urind V.i. ~hlbill.ty J·o.CUi,;.t:tit~ Ul~HhA Cl\l'U• 

!). lt :.u rcco~;.o(,utloJ t.c.t~.t. UNi·.ilf., il1 ••• hlo.!.'>t.on flA r<::lf•Onull,iJ.it.y for 
clt;8.renct.. e : f.l.t..T·-iH' fQur {a) a"..- 1:o!.r.t h~!.·.r•,ut. O'Jc~Prtu~·e. For inetnnotJ, 
U~c 1-.A 1·l' ... o:;t<(·l. Bt bil.U..Jr' ! .Jf' LtOVtn:..ants ~.n·1~1ru1.tiur; 6H.AiJ' th{~O.tt•r. 

··=- -~ 
._._"--.;;~ 
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6. hep rc.in,; _.:::.r.:....t-,rh!Jh rou.r (A) l'£a.:o;~lL~ud effort keep l-efugees 
.. '#litzerlnnc. ot..Lr·rinb sup:~lit:B uno eXJ.;C:HtLs lf necessary porEJ_ .. lfHle Govcrn­
,:J.cnt u!" .:J-rli Lzc_ .la.no. 

7.. tL., eH.f, _;;CJ;<.,;..r -11.:~ .vu, ,tt...Lt;·:e .. s, Tii£ t.i: .n, r{nn::..-:;oe~ey agree with 
V!L' i.;.n t;:;_Olil5· i.lli""UV~ h. 

Yuu wi.i..~.. 1lOt..c UJluer nu.t~fncr .:; c..bove 't!.Je shor-t notice ~~iven U.NhP..A ,,·ith 
res;>&ct. to t.n0 Ul.:.i'fl _. vf '\.ue 150 at r'hilippeville uni:l also tlmt· 22 arrived 
ln poo1· :-'hysical cond:!.tion. UNh.ItA ht; c, -t.t ... ere.l,Ol~e, h:n::i rc<q·uCsteo. t.ne-_noard 
L ·.::.b...<e i...'i -.fJ..:.~~t. ~,...., i..:,tw. ~u.:-.L'.i.cilrntly in ¢.1Uvuncc oi act.U~_l eva,~uation 
itt!.'orHoi".l Li·- n \,~·-..n _: Lb~-·CC;l-_ ·vc :-bj;~r (,11.!-_f: aU·t.e tOset-hE/r .Nfth' data- on .. the cOmposi~ 
tion of t:~e: ~;)."_OUi--o tG ... u evli.~W-;.ted ~-.itll rcf;;IJect t,o .natior.a.lity (declared. or 
Otlm:nd.::te), .:1~G. id.. btt.:\..eiess, whc.t their nationality was befo:re; 666, nt.X, 
lJbyslc~.l condi L-ion, · ~---e:.a any o~ner iru omc.tion pl·rtinent to doC1J}tteritnt.ionj 
i..:,is, oo tu~t. t.;jr;. .Bvt....t~.o .uc.y be in-a rosit.-icn t.o noti.l'y UtHlli.A f'_ere in advsnce 
Ol t.:.CI..-lil .. l C:VhCU.ti."\.ion, 

~~rmack:~· 3/10/45 
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UNITED NATIONS 
Rl'LI · F A>,l.l R.lnl.iL~lLITATI<;N ADMINISTRATION 

1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 

Genoral dilliam O'Dwyer 
Executive Directar 
War Ref'ugee Board 
Ilo~ ?-426, ~easury ·lepartment 
((asnington 25 1 D; c. 

Dear :;eneral O'Dwyera 

Ml.roh 31 1945 

The attached copy of- Cable No. 66 from Caserta is believed self­
explanatory. ''le have inetrocted our military liaison officers 
m1d our representative in BPrn to attempt to improve the notifi­
cation procedures in such cases. 

It would be appreciated if you w: uld similarly undertake to have 
your representatives work out procedures which ~ permit satis­
factory ndvance notification and consideration of problems of this 
type both here and in the .field. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Herbert H. Lehman 

Herbert 11. Lehman 
Director General 

\ 
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INCOMING ThLEllRAM 

Caserta (Repeated to London 26} 

Di: DJ 22 February 1945 

\_ 

Received in UNRftt. 
llJ15 p.m., 2:7 February 1945 
God a 

1. -::e informed Phil.ippeville of Tiashin ton 1s 106 to Rome and ·asked mi.ke­
esaentiB.l preparations possible additional re.t'ugees. _ -;;,-

2. Bad racent experience outlined in paragraph three below, haflever, 
-indicates clenr need improvement exchange of information if Keeny is _to 
function effectlvely. ·Strongly recommend, therefore, action outlined in 
paragraph four below. 

3. Leas than 24 hours notice given of recent arrival of 150 Hungarian Jaws 
at Phil.ippeville. 22 stretcher oases, remainder in bad condition. SHAl':I' 
handled across France and embarked troem at Marseilles. 

J,. Have asked Al<'HC< oo,unur.icute G::S and S!IAEF substance of follol'ling for 
infor.nation. In order th .• t proper liaison Clll1 follOIT through With SHARF, 
this repented F.RO. llaaidngton req;19sted to ;;at full understa."lding of this 
w:i th G-.c/1 <: and ar Refugee Board. 

(a) '-·e· dinfl of refu5ees into this ure~ .from north not des_jrable, as a general 
rule, but if other opportunities nonexistant Ketmy, Rome in cooperation A!o'IIQ 
~.nd with &ir notice is ready to receive up to ceiling indicated in (C) below. 

(B) AFHt, and Keeuy shoula be signalled as far in adVlUloe as possible number, 
physical condition, nex, types of illness, family composition, AJ.uo prospective 
Blllbarkation and debarlration points, date of arrival in oraer to allow Kaeny to 
signal preferred destination in light of ability to recei~.and handle in 
accordance with his limited resources, 

(c) There follows present ceiling capaoityJ 7 1 000 southern Italy, 2,000 
Philippeville. Use of ftaly camps subject to approval of M'HQ. Kaeny will 
discuss /.lo'IIQ possibility raising ceilings with commitment militart supply 
rc.tions, acoomodJttion stores, additional people. •'.9 'IIi 11 notify you of results, 

All military should be requested not to initiate movement to UNRRA installations 
without first clearing eligibility refugee a UN!UIA oare. a. 



r 
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5. It is reeommended that UtiHRi,, ;:ashin,atm fix responsibility for elearanee 
paragraph four {d) at point nearest departure. For instance, liNRRA personnel, 
at SHAF:F for movements origin~ting ··HA!lF theater. 

6. llegarding paragraph four (A) recommend effort keep refUgees s,n.tzerland 
offering supplies and expenses if necessar.v persuade Government of Switzerland. 

71. Keeny, Hendrickson, !OatthelTS, Rhatigan, Xenthaky agree with the foregoing. 

Lehman 
Fellel"* 
Jackson 
Mmehikov** 
ilendriokson 
Corson 
Heehlerl-'* 

*'l'o- note the information or take necessar< steps with respect thereto • 

..f- *>>Resoonsibility for i.ntiatin£: appropriate reply. 





!larch 17, 1945 

Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

. · The following message for you from Dr. Schwartz was· received. 
through the thllted Sta_tes Embassy in Rome under·<Ja.t~ of March· 
lJ, 1945: . . 

"We have information that about 1672 Bergen llelsen 
internees now in Switzerland will be transferred to 
Philippeville but their transfer will take place 
before the middle of April. Of the 1200 from 
Theresienstadt, about 700 will undoubtedly be taken 
to Ferramonte which is now UNHRA camp in Italy. 
Approximately 500 Dutch nationals will be allowed 
to stay in ·switzerland until their repatriation, 
which the Dutch Government has guaranteed, takes 
place. I have requested Linder to ask the Czecho­
slovak Government in London to give a like gqarantee 
for their nationals which nun')ber over 90 in the 
Theresienstadt group. • 

Very truly yours, 

I.a .. / -/-Lr-u.cv<-<- ..J..fo.J._,_..l 

F.l.orence Hodel 
Assist~t Executive Director 

Mr. M. A, Leavitt, Secretary, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
2'10 Madison Avenue, 
New Ynrk• 16, New York. 

,; 

~Hutchison: J/17/45 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

DSE-962 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

Ron1e 

DfCtod Eccrch 13, 
-:Ll-:j s t.:::J.cgrn.r'1 rtu~t bo 
p:·.r~-~·h:!:'~~scd l::c.forc· being 
cor.liiil.ll"lic&tc-d to c:n:rone 
cthor- th;:;_:rr u Gsvornrilont Rcc •d ·· 4:03 
le.£onc:. 

4 1_1.!":1. 

' - :ro L~.i.VI'i1'l1 JDC FRCJ- SC~~)i.RT: a 

f'ror_"'l ~3crcc.n Belson nun Sviitzerland Pill be ~~love:-Li_ tc 

i:; n·.-- 1.-r UJ.JRRA cc.mp in It2~-~·. Dutch n.~~tionnls c.r~our!ting 

tc ~.ppr0Xi!Y!D.t-_;lJ' 50C nill be r::crmittcd to rcmC.iE i~-:! 

'rh-:::-T"c-;sicnsta_dt group. 



3/9/45 

iJ!iss Florence Hodel, Assistant Exec_D.ir,, War Refuge·e J;loard, Rm, 241(1, 
Main Treasury.Bldg, 

-:r 

FX 39034 - 2 copies paraphrase 

\ 

.. .:.~:: r: .. ~:c ~ ' •.· . 



l!. S. S~G?3T 
JHITISH SSCE1' i~RlGUTY 

FX ~9034, ~· L'arch 1945 

-From: 

To: SHAEF Main 

icepe'ited: AGI;, A.R for G CA G 

The following message W'iS 

received 8 March 1945. 

3ubject: Transportation of Jews to Philippeville from Switzerland 

ltef: i.\SL 510 

l, ·,;e have been advised by !lr, .l!cClelland, War Refugee Board 
representative in ~eneva, that the Government of Switzerland is anxious' 
that transportation be '!l"dnged at earliest possible moment for 1,6?2 
Jews of Hungarian origin as well as approTimately ?60 additional Jews, 
part of a group of 1200 from Holland. The balance of the Dutch group, 
or appr~,:,m'itely 440 persons, will stay for the time being in Swiss 
territory until the Government of Holland reaches a decision regarding 
their ultimate landing place, 

2. The authorities in Switzerland prefer having the evacuation 
take place in as large groups as possible, if practicable in one or two 
ur>its, However, if it is not possible to provide space to ship such \ 
large groups to Philippeville anC other areas from French embarkation 
ports, it will be satisfactory to the Swiss government if the evacuation 
is arranged to take place in four or five smaller units. 

3. If, as indicated in paragraph l of S 80652 dated March 1, this 
matter bas previously been cleared with the Government of France, we should 
like tc have inforrration as soon as possible regarding anticipated dates 
of asseinoly at French ! .. editerranean port referred to in MEL 510, which it 
is asked that you review. 

. ·~ . ' , .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority of 3'C,S 

:·:h.· · 'rt '.: ··-:, .: ,_ 1 Oii 
f .·•' ~-'•. ·'• :=-. (,. r-~: 31 n.rl3~. 

J e.±ter. 7-:_S::.:-'-7~2lo--...,. 
?y &/tiP rd-.J!~£__()_~972 

· .. ;·1·1~ -=-·:J:..:: ~\-?1' '''I0'f n.: 1 :; c ........ 
· -.., -~~ ,p...-~ ·~t ~""?r; • !, •.1 • 1V.n~ ~~-.D 





-

TO Miss Hodel 

FROM Mr. ;ncCormack 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE March 10, 1945 

On l'oednesday, March 7 ~ l talked with Major Taylor of the war Department lion­
-cerning_the ma.tter referred to in your memorandum to me of March 5. 

·_ ·-:--· -?' - . . ·- -
Major Taylor informed me that when be raised the question with you as to 

wh~would bear the cost of the movement of the refugees across the Mediterranean 
together with food, medical assistance, and maintenance at au;y-stopover, that 
he was merely raising an academic question. Since the theater commander who 
would be involved in this evacuation bas not yet raised with War the question 
as to who ia tQ bear the expense, Major Taylor felt inclined to believe that the 
War Department would do so. However, he pointed out that it was not inconceivable 
that when the Budget Officer in the war Department finally got around to approving 
tnis expenditure, the Budget Officer would look to reimbursement to War for this 
expense. Therefore, Major Taylor thought that it might be pract.i_cal to clear .. 
informally this ll8.tter with UNRRA so that if reimbllrsemeht to War should become 
necessa~, some arrangements would have been made, if only on an informal basis, 
_for this reimbursement. 

\ 

ell# I? ~McCormack:ar 3/10/45 

c:..-q'!l: . 



!larch 10, 1945 
Mia:; im.1el 

un uednlJsuo.y, l.lc.rch 7, 1 t11lkea with 'lajor T"Y:lo.-_,.of tne 1'111r, Depurtment con­
Cerning ttie mattei r21"trr-e,_. t-J in your memorundum -tO -me- of ·MarCh 5• 

!lajor Tbylor 'inlormed mt- tL<>t when he raised tne <;Uestion with you as to 
who would bear tCte coct of tht .novernent of the refugees across the Mediterranean 
to,;ether with food, medicc,l aosistance, and maintenance at any stopover, that 
he was merely raisin,; an acc..demic -,ue;;tion. Since the theater commander who , 
would be involved in this evacUhtion has not yet raised with ftar the question 
as to who Ll to be,.:· t::.e expens", Major Taylor felt inclined to believe that the 
~ar Department would do so. However, he pointed out that it was not inconceivable 
trmt when tt.c Sud:;et Officer in tt,e, war Dop,.rtment finalJ.¥ got nround 'to approVing. 
tnis expenditu,·e, the Bud,;et OL'ic:er would look to reimbursement to \1ar i'or this ' 
expense. T:;erefore, Llajor T;.ylor thought that it might be }>ra.ctical to clear 
ini'orr.Ja.Lly ;;;,is >l«ttu 'Pdth UN;-,ru\ ao thut if reimbursement to War should beco•ne 
necess,.ry, some arrangements would have been made, if only on an inforlllal basis, 
for this reimbursement. 

@}~)? 
~McCormack:ar 3/10/45 

_.,; -
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U. S. SECRET 
BRITISH SECRET 

FX 39034, 7 March 1~45 

f'HGEG 

To:-

Repeated: AGr,AE for CC"C 

PRIORITY 

·\t. 

The following message was 
received 8 March 1945. 

oubject: Transportation of Jews to Philippeville from Switzerland 

1, We have been advised by Mr. McClelland, War Refuge_e Board 
representative in Geneva, that the Government of s~~tzerland ·i~ anxious 
that transportation b~ arranged at earliest possible moment for 1,672 
Jews of Hungarian origin as well as appr~J~tely 760 additional Jews, 
part of a group of 1200 from Holland. The balance of the Dutch group, 
or approximately 440 persons, v:ill stay for the time being in Swiss 
territory until the Government of Holland reaches a decision regarding 
their ultimate :~nding place. 

2. The autnorities in Switzer.Land pre.Cer having the evacuation. 
take place in as large groups as possible, if practicable in one or two 
units. i!owever, if it is not possible to provide space to ship such 
large groups to Philippeville and other areas from French embarkation 
ports, it will be satisfactory to the Swiss government if the evacuation 
is arranged to take place in four or five smaller units. 

J, If, as indicated in paragraph 1 of S 80652 dated March 1, this 
matter has previously been cleared with the Government of France, we should 
like to have information as soon as possible regarding anticipated dates 
of assembly at French Mediterranean port referred to in UEL 510, which it 
is asked that you review. 

··•) i ~:~~~:·· ~l'·; ON 

'~:·:··~ ~ -:3 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

\' 
INCOMING 

TELEGRAM 
DIVISION OF 

tENTRAL \SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SECTION JB-234 Cnserta 

Dated M2-rch b, 194:5 

Rec'd 3;09 p.m. 

Secretary of State 

•;:nshington 

830, L!'lrch 5, 11 ? 

The :follov.ring has b6'en received- from Bern 

3vii s s Government would lil{e to evacuate 1672 

i-funge..rian Jewish refugee Zulus approxiGEtely 760 other 

Jews out of group of 1200 v;;,o rccer:ot1y reached Snitzer-

lnnd-f'rom Theresienstadt, as soon.as pDssible. 

Rcmnincler of 1200, thnt is sorle 440 Jcv1s CJf Dutch 

r:.ntiont::~lity, will ste.y teL:.l_Joro_riJ.y in Switzerlr!.nd 

pe;nding decision of' Dutch Gove;r!lDc:nt regErding their 

ultiMnto dastin~tion. 

these 2522 refugees in as l~rge units ns possible they 

rrrc. •;;i~Lling move then ·Ln J:'Ol1 P or f'ivc smHllor incrc~:~ents 

if" shippjn~ spnce .for :Jnc or trro lr.rger units is not 

f'.Vr i lfl_blc fror:i Frc~r.ch port of' er~bE~I'l{ation to north 

Africa 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, S f}>7i 

9 1972 
By R. H. Pou:ka Date-



-2- ]830, funrch 5, ll .from Cf'_sertr:. 

Africa to Allied authoriti<Os. 

\­
}. 

:Kindly acl.vise therefore hov: shipping arrnnger.1snts 

-::re r:orking out and Swiss '!Jill ndnpt evacurction c_c-

corGingly. It would be helpful if you could sugg<Ost 

or set some fut~re s~ili~s d~to for 811 or ~2y p~rt 

of' this gronp of ref'ugees. In cooperF~t ion with S':Ii s s 

v_:ho nrs 'Hillin£ :f?ur_.cish trnins for trfl..nsport throur;h 

~:::vECUE:.-tion c2.n therei"orc t2.ke plr.ce ~-s soon ns 

rlRriti~·c trcnsport is cvPil2ble. 

-~-



5 • . ~. 

~ -. .;,_-: ·--~ ,-,.- __ ,--~ 
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- ... 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT \t 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER·OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DAn March 5, 1945 

ro 1fr. ~fcCormack 

FROM Miss Hodel 

. {. ( ;.,(./ 

0'1 February 26, l.lajor Taylor (War Department extension 6432) 
telephoned concerning the two groups of re.fugees we are trying to 
evacuate from Switzerland, Major. Taylor· raised the question o~ 
who <Woul<i bear the cost. of tre movement, including tra'lsportation 
across the Mediterranean and food, medical ·assistance ·and· main­
t'Onance at any st.op-over. He stated that it 'was very questionable 

. vmether. the 7iar ·Department could bear this expense. 

T'ne JDC has turned down our request to underwrite the expenses 
in these eva.cuations. They have suggested that UNRRA be requested 
to bear them. 

Will you please call Major Taylor and obtain from hill; accurate 
information concerning the items of expense involved in these .evauua~ 
tiona which the 1lar Department prob11bly will not assume, Will you 
also prepare a draft of a let~er to Governor Lehman requesting tllat 
UNR'tA assume the financial responsibility for these evacuations to 
the t~~ camp at Philippeville. 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

iiS-1872 
Dist:L·ibution of true 
r-.::e>f"in:_; only by specie"l 
P.rc·ex,~;~ knt. (-- l'l) 

Secrat~ry of S~ate, 

1:::·75, 1'12-rch 3, 2 p.m. 

Bern 

Dated ii2.rch 3, 1945 

·: ?i.r~;-~E~'- ~~4:TAfC_1
-l 

.. --tC.L. -.. 
LlA!30N OFFICE 

The Yellowing tale~rHc h~s bQen sent to Ca~ert~. 

S2, ~I~rch 3, 2 p .. ::t. 

~_ir.d.ly de:livGr follo~·rinf:: J,lCSs~.c:c to BriG::tdicr 

G-5 .A?HQ J:"ron EcClcll~_nd of 1'7\.r Rcfur;oc BoP.rd: 11 St·riqs 

rcfu~.:;;:;s plus 'l..p~)roxim...,t~ly 750 other -~cn·Ts out of R;rou~J 

of 1200 ~ho rocently rcqchcd Switzcrl~nd from the Re-

sic ns -~ , c1 t "18 soon 'l_S po s si blc. Remainder of' 1200, thR. t 

is sorL 400 J e1~s of' Dutch n~_tion~li ty, Hill st:oty tempo-

r~ri~~,- in Swi tzcrl.qnd p..:nc!.in:; ~. c1ocision of Dutch Gov-

thccu 2~ 2 ref'u1~,s in qs largo units ~ossible they 

~ro willin~ movu tho~ in 4 or 5 smallor incromonts if' 

f'l'OLl rronoh port of' "nb'l.rk~_tion to North -~:i'ricn to 

"lli . t' iti DECLA~SJ!T•:!> 
.h. -ca -·.U nor 08 •stateDcpt.Letter,l-ll-72 

SEP 19 1972 
By R. H. Parks Date_ Kindly ·,dviso, 

'~' .~ . 
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"i 
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-2-'.'13"5, MA.rch 3, 2 p.m., froB Born, 

Kindly qdvise, therefore, h01·1 shipping arrqngements 

in;:;ly, It l'lould be helpful if you could suggest or 

set sono future sP.ilint; d~.te for nll or any part of 

this group of refugec·s. In coopero.tion ~Tith Swiss l'lho 

r.re· l·Tillfng furnish tr~.ins for trq_nsport th:r~ugh _F~n.ncc 

l·Jc l·T~ll r;ct corresponding number of refugees to French 

port of embqrkn_tion, 

Evqcu'ltion cqn, therefore t,_kc ··1ln.ce as soon A.s 

Dccritirne tro_nsTJort is 'l_Vqil'l.ble,. 

"-epce1.t to \VRB in WA.shin[;ton. 

H.-LiiR I SON 

JES 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT \< 

INTE:I'l OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE __ 
1-farch 3, 1945 

I 0.?-i an infor~Bl conversation 1,..;i 1:.:1 Hr. Georse i·!cCr,_ndlish 
o: ... ~::::>,__:..;,. re:--~e.::._~'.linr- tis. re,··Jcst fo:::- 2f>ii tio-:-:..cl informr-:.tion on the 
tV!') re:~usce gro-:;_...-:.s ~Y~ 15'?2 anf_ 1210 th<tt the Ul[P.R}_ has ::een as~-.:ed 
trJ ~ro~,-1-:le fecili tie~ f'or U!JOll their evacuat-ion from S,.li tz~;rl:1~1U.. 

:::: ,-::-<ve {,_i::l Wh-~ t r-encr;:Jl in'£ormE_7,~!.0TI 8DDEa"red in OU1' fiie 
~d.-:1-::- Tef'::;ect--to_n-;,_t.Lcirt~iit;~, ee:e, S'?.X, ·conditi?_'h~of health;~ ~t~c.,-­
P!L;:;_ inr:i-:.: ~~d P~-~ ~ ?:e e.;:'J<~c~ to receive more dB+,ailed inform2tion 
Qn t~ese ,-p.nl3ral f:~bjr:cts from our reuresentetive i:1 Dern. Ee "'-'as 
i:::I"or~;.,:_-(' t!'-.c::. ~u:J:J!l recei-nt a: ".)ertir.ent info:-r.l:-tion, the :SoarJ. would 
co;t~·mr .. icate t':-:i3 data t~ Ll.: -.::':l.-1. 

\ 





.,~.-

ro Jlis s Hodel 

FROM Jf.rs. Towler 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE .!larch 2, 1945 

j,·"':l.:::JR.ANDUJ.: CF' TF:.i.}·;PHCNE COJVr:RSATICN: Mr. Georg!§ McCandli8h - t.!Nl~RA_ 
(Exten'sion 95) 

·-J!' 

l!.r, McCandlish called to ask if we could furnish them -,ith more 
detailed inforl'lati6n cor~ernir,g the composition of the groups of 
refugees in Switzerland to be evacuated to UNRRA camps. 

Concerning the groups of 1,672 and 1,210, he said it would be hel;>­
ful if we could inform them as to: 

(1) Composition with respect to: 

(a) Nationalities, declared or non-declared 
(b) Ages 
(c) Sex; 

( 2) Present co10dition of health -- (In the case of the 150 
exchangees, 22 persons arrived at Philtppeville 
on stretchers); 

( 3) \'lr:ore the refugees cam" from and hovr they were brought; 

(4) How they are being billeted ~~d who is maintaining them 
at present, 

i7ith particular reference to the 1,672, he asked if we could give 
them any late report as to what is being done with them. TI1eir 
la~t infor@ation is that they are still in Switzerland, and they 
woull like to know as far in aci·.mnce as possible when to expect 
their arrival at ?hilippeville. Vfuile they of course had earlier 
general notice to expect the exchangees, they received from the 
Army only 24 hours actual notice of the time of their arrival. 
They would appreciate it if we would pass along to thP.m any word 
we receive concerning the departure of this group from Switzerland. 

Mr. McCandlish inquired if we had received lists of the names of 
these refugees and if we had sent them to Central Index. He said 
he had been informed that such lists were appearing in New York 
newspapers, naming PM. 

\ 
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liotE on composit.idri 

nE~~~h;)_n~E!~G= f-r~Om _j?B- .,-,·c_r~ ·:in- _8-tt~t-~ ol: ~cu0e:_ -un_0-!3-rrio_urisl:unt--nt-, _three. 
~w.~_in_; aied. _ c.v.rin~_ t_neir _ f~"L.t:.~ 1ltJ.'~. ~-- ~:c:.vE, ~E~~:r~:~-~~~-~~~~~-_t_u :~~~i6~~-:_t~u'S 
2tvur:-.L-io-n' is- far- i·rom con,fiu~c.- to -BB. but= G~:mn_on-_to--_a.:LlJ~c-qnat: -_~bncentr<?--
t>.lvrt c<:,.::1~:s ~n- dt:~ol·,te-t Y..-Grk conl,Pu~ies.l1 _ _ _ 

(744from B<;rn) 

11 All EI_;E:; ... ~ _aw ..... ~99~i:..L elc~;:;_sC:p _u-rf-:_ 1~:~iJre:: c~lt,-e·a f~l: t.hl:>liE?- ~~)e!~c~I~tr-.;::.~~ __ Of 
-in"LellEy_tua,_l~ _ ~-n~ _ -~:._1'9-~-~E~~ot~~_l-: 1::1~~~--:~-~- :rtl;h_t-.tv_6lY-- hi-c;h_• 'J;he- .n&:jo_ri ty, ·are 
_buq~<:..riant._- -_ii)_C_..LLtGiri.:i ~-:t:l ~oqs: -i·l~:um_-'l·i--i.:~\Sy1 v:_,ilia.- ~o;h-0 -<-i6i~Uli:_Ed.--l:!,ru,1ailitifi. 

__ }-~;:~-t._i_~l !~t}~ i-y ·:~-~ ~ :_&- -r-~1>lilt.~--ol~''~:V i~~-.r:tf\-:"'_::alhi~t.T~.-t-~U~-·bu~.., ~---:.::u:..r;---:,..c~~i-G6 o:-·:f.'£:vi __ 
-~~~o-v-: 7-.:,::::-_-_5.nci· Y~:~v:3ib.v~ ~ 

- - ·-- -~--""'·::- ---~ ~-:,-· _ ___;~- ·:·_·-;;:_::~-~~<' -_--:,_~·::_;.-;_.-/~~,-£ 

9"'\i; s e~~ vnc,~,;'{~f~~h l:c~rd·~~i~~!1;~t:~e~b!~~"~~eJ =~f~h- ol'socniztc~{c~::.sc · · ·· 
;=,-:,i~.L- -o·~-iiE1 c-- -£-~~~jui_r~ _1~1.: .i..~~i yes -~~lr_t~.;uy -~he: e.~- _-:,1oai.. ._·Ji -..:,~,Em -rll:.L1-,bi..::tn 
L: •. 3.:.>ill-t-U tH<.!.L ti:E:-j \·:quJ.c: ·uc-_u.L~IDitteu. :c:.ltJ1_o~0h -_nin::1e- qf· tfitm f~ctu~lly possess 

~:~:.~:~~~: ~-~~~~~ ~~; t~~11~~-~ :~:~~ ~~-~ ~c: C1:~01.· ~,·: 
0l8 ~~t:~l-l•1if~,~:e\l_·n,·~~~l~;;~':l:·::~.--~.v~_1_fl;~l)orll~c.~~~u 

_z;..:.t..i6lJ. __ ~~i:.L:~;i;_IL L_i:::;.t.- C!. ?c.:.lo..sLilit' '-· ..... _ ._.,,_~,~..... ... .L uumt.= ~ ... •. ·'= ..... ~u 
r.::t.~!·J::.'ul."- -{G'Yc.i..) ::.:·rum rit-i:n) -

cl<-ns~~~I:;~t:~:;\~~;,"~~l';e~:::;~~~s~R, ~~!;t{~~~;c:~~ ~~0u~~o;,~~~~~~~iii~-~~.,i=~~,;-~ · · ' 
~~l~~~"~c:~~p~;.~' ;,~:=~ ~~~~~"o';'<t~~f, -~~x~:- ~~~~l~~£~;~:1~~: ~~"-~iih~y~~~o 
in c..i;~. Amon;:: tne }~u whu_ l1r~vc r€<~Cht:d. ~~.::itzir:i&r!ci" Ure--Ceftniii rtiJ)bio- lind 
o:-f::r r Wt!fLbc:.. s of :Lin:::- yrii_,h~{:l.l convoy_ Qf; 1200 which- uCtti_{:o. . ..:ly ·t .. urneO;· uu1;. to 
()t; compo~Ed of 1690 1 :E ::.·.sons • 11 ( 551'1-fi·om ilt-rn) _v -





-SACMED cable. 

Thie is the substitute Oeo:Dge War;·en developed today 
for our longer draft sent over yesterday. 

Warren tr~nks ours is too long since Sacmed cable was 
only 11 lines. This covers basically what we want. 

Major Taylor will try and get it out today, 

-::--! 

•·Jif' 



.Luvr, tuici- -J[.,C r(-_p1·8ient;;_::.tives -are no_t_ cOmplt:tf=~Y- .im·or!r,ed~ GhiE·'{ 61' 

~;~~~,',~r-·~~~:l";.j~~~:~,-~~n~~c~-%-~~;s~~ria~aroi~l~:~~!~t~~:u~~-~~:;sa;; --~~~0"" 
~t..<:~~ini; 3-'-'_Ii~s -}'~{!E:I_c.~ __ -l·o.~.l~:C~~~s_ ~)~-~.?~"r-~~-·-~o-~l~} .. n~-~~- :_i.ra:n_;-~~9i-_"L_~"Li~-l~ :to 
} :~er:C_~ ;c;;rt--yi:_ -_£;h&rl-:<i.t.j.on·.- -~~~-·itj.~iJ--1-~:c_~~t;n -c_,iTfCe_ ~cJ)~€_:..:~o_ cl?-t.e --to 
_-~~c.i..t.-~·;:t:j_n~---acEu_iss~bi.ii_ty u;~_ ·iny u±-:·sroup--tq :?c:-1~-~i..inC.:.~.-----

.it .-1.-~., --~:O~-i.-:l~~i~(.c_---r~]J;:;oltn:.£ly neceusar::i -~b l·emov~;-group 9f ).672 and 
1;~1c1_ -~·rl,J'--1. S'i>it.~-8l-lbJ~C. ~!n;;,eUif-_"te~y _- be_Cr.tise-:or: preb:::~rc i)·um :S'IIif!s _;~1).9- -~i! 

~ ~~~l~c :~ '= -_ ~?:~6~/'L-~~;~ ttii\6;;~ ~;,.~~e~0{~~1;~;~{~~r~in~"ti~!~he~u~i~i b~~~nce -
-_ ;:~Y;1~~ib~~n~lti~~~upG~~hp11~~~~~~J.~<o~ok:1I~t~xQ~i}~rt~{g~~l1;11~~i~,,~~ :~~~rly• 

-,::rtrr~:~t~~i:S!:ii~i~ii~~rrJill~ig~~§1;~;w~~:i~~ .. 
.. -

!ft"'fr~'l 
·--t_"~'t."'b-~f<J:~ ~~-tr-L-L __ ;· .... 

--i· 

·''-'- '/ .... _, 

\ 
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must-- ~Ja~}u,L_Si_z'E: th<.-t-t ~fi~eet;t~r- _~yaCli?-tioil-Gi t)Oth &rott~J·s qr -1670-_::=.::n;t:·:).210 
-- __ - - c-- - -._-.• - - -_ _- --- - . -- ' 

Fe±'ti£-~~-e;; ~·e_~eft~~Y -E;_;~~~;iy-En·- i~: ~~-;~~~~~~iurl~ ~ii~iJ.~-~·~_tf,,_e-~~1;1 ~it\·1 ~:r---s_··.-\i~-s_-. 
~ --

l~~rv~~6}ei¥::n~-i'-i-~:_j.-~${~-~~-~1C~ _ t~lbt~9b ;-~ _ot&,i~l!ir?-- t-;_~·urr~P~~ _ -~\l~h ---~y~-6\.tE;~tiQp; 

- conLr~C,ry >"-o u~sll:ncitc;s; r:• v:~~\10;ti; "iven:{j~t.h~~~,~~~~'ect by~:f;{is,-G6've:i·Jijn&nt ~ 
:Lo _ _g-~~.-rt-?e-flii-nd-;:_-~.-~~-;rf:t.: ritt in _j eoe~rt.iy )\li-·tht.T b:cir:lit-;6iO-no_ o~~ i~·E:f4~~~·s_ :9:¥; :_tiW~bs. 

~ ltn:y_ cJy~- or IGC 1-if::ento_ ·.'1~10 ::\..-In·o:fii_le_d --;i-0u ~thtrv.'ise~ must. he misinforin-eci. 
~--- • 0~ ~.: -·· :_ - - -, ·:_ ___ : ,- -:::- : - _- .,- ..'- -

ti'i8rmor&, i.t. _:i·~-- i-5-·i~~~- ~-t:li~_l·e:--t--O~---ti·~in·,~uV€~ri1).!;~t-lt_ tv- }lai6 -s:u.Ch !~~u~cep· 

un:Jc.:l'_- :=..lliEd·- "¢~~1-t~bi/ __ Do·t.h- for; "Lheir ~6t;~:ib--l-~-~ ~il~-~lli:~.:~l~ce--Vc~iue cu1ci ·iU 

'·( ~ (..t_~.: { ~·-
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) 
,c._·'tl 
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RELIEF AND. REHABILrTATIONADMINISTRATIC>N . . .. · - '">\ o-

-~1344 -~ CO-NNEdTJ6UT- -AVENOE--

_ General 0 'Dwyer 
·war Refugee:Board 
Washington, _D. c. 

~ _-...: 

-y.t ASHINGT~N~:-26;-. D~- (:. 

.. -

Attention: PauLl!cCormac:(t 

_ 'tn _ ac:co~da~C:il ;'i/itb." o#;telephon,ec:conyl!~saj;i9~ 
2f>- A·pr:i:l' 1945,- I am sending· you the attached -
copy. o("ce.ble -273 from Ilome, ab( our re!>lY~-

r 
_ omes M._ Cooley, 

Deputy Dir<?c.tor_:_ 
Division lm Displaced Person~· 

Enclosures: 



f 

We have requested and G-5 AFHQ concurs that all. the 2001) refugees 
from Switzerland be sent to our Southern Italian camps where we 
have adequate staff, excellent medical and hospital facilitie·s, 
closer supervision no problems with local authorities less expense 
and proximity. Destination point prefer use Philippeville little 
as possible hoping eventually close it unless end of war conditions 
require its use. We have 2 convoy teams of 4 each or more if 
necessary ready report Marseilles on notice to accompany refugees 
to Italian camps. Notify immediately if needed and when and to 
whom to report. Preferable refugees be brought Taranto Bari or. 
Brindisi, 

:r· 



NUMBER: 

TO: 

DATED 

',~.:{ "~~~ ... ~· .. 
,!\~~.: 

- ,~-

c 0 p y 

290 

Rome 

28 April 1945 

Agree your 273 use Itali~ camps preferable Philippeville. 

Will noti~y at once any data teceived here. 

\ 
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Cabl.o from Rome to London O.ated April 2). (UN!LFtA) 

Vie have re'iuested, and G-5, AFHQ concurs that all the 2,000 refugees 

:re>I!l Switzerlanu be sent to our south~rn Italian camp where we have 

aoe'luate st!iff, excellent m~dic.,l_ .. nu hospital fu.cil):ties. Closer sup:er­

.vis:ion ~o i'rQblem \.fi..r.h lo_cul ~athorities let1s ~~p~nse __ ~q~-!-1~-o~m~ty~- _ 

_ l)eotinut.ion point _prefer us& Pnilipveville little as vossible, hoping 

even:.-J.u.:-...ly close it \.i.nless end o1.· wa.r cwditionS re.quire its use. "fie-

hetve t.-;,o-,;onvoy tt;;W:O .Jf 4 eacil or more.. If necessary, reaay report 

:Aarstill~ on noti~e tv o.ccom,_;~ny refu.;e&s to It-alian camp. Notify immediatezy 

i:· needed ana Vlh&n "-lid to whom to report. Pref<Jrable refugees be brougl'\t 

Turanto, Bctri, ur Bri~o.ii3i .. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REf:!ABILIT ATION ADMINISTRA 1"!0N •. 

t ~44- CONNE¢TiC~T -·AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25--, D. C. 

~ ·b1ri·-·_8ael.:-~_oi~~~(a:c;~-op;r:_~_of :n recmY·t c?-ble: f·y--f.ose 
'.7~-iic>o >:~e::nl~ ·:·i t:·1 ~:.ovi::_rJ __ :n.t:..;- of __ l:'-ei\iGe.e_-_.;J:cp.lps. 

I br;lieve that you h .. "'~'-:'e -P-lrcu.ci.y_ -rc,r.~·ne(:__ from t!li':'­

OI'r-ice- the __ -C~)!ltents of cab!e-G6_-_f_ror~~ 'J~os_•,~r_to~~ 
-PE.TB.G~·5._Ph- [j .;:~~0:~:· 

-- · · ·-< · · it -:i ~ ,r~ecohaena.ed · t}i£.tt 'lilff.?~t. l_:c7.£~ni;ng ~6i1, 
fi;.;; resPo-llS{O{li tY: fqr Cle;:,:r2_:Q.(e p-ai-?-6:fa"Dh 

· f<>ur (d) at !)Oi,1t ;;~c·.i·eut dc~~?,~.= ... -~o·.·r.]?o"!.·_ 
ix tv-.n.Ct;, J,~.:..:~~~A L~Lrs-onnel 4t ....-. ...n.J..:.I.L' .... 

1 . .-uvc.ru!...;:;:.~.ts ori6 .:.:..·.~.i:_~i-~& -S~i.L:.:F tileat(.;r. 

-z~~ JA .e~ l41/r 
:thn!:llus' .i;I. C_ooley: :r I 
Deputy Director 
Div~::._ion ·-o_il DisJ:..l~!.ced Percon3 
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-_,_ __ _ 

.22 J.!arc;_. 

1. R~~l:lo_:lsi_1..1-i1:i t/ clcc:r.Qi:ns o_ligiG~_l"-i ty __ s:ro.u.p of tC.f-~s~e~ UNF.RA 
c_ai·e, rc: Caserta- 66 pal~ag-~aph .. fi ve, ic- -t>unct~~:n qf_--_·ifa-~hirigt-mL.or 
-its repl~Gs.::ntr:~i-;c:. UKH.RP. repl"es~nt~~tiv_e po~~l_t-!:P.ni_e~;~_-.Q.~pE;.rt·o.re 
re~p?1~siblc _ rtotify __ -:(ou __ ~f _Ul_~Ve;~~en~: o1~d~ --~sp_ert~:iA ~~--1- in:li '~~d.uals 
pi-0pe:rly tofJns -ta·~~l"(ru.p· cler:l~td~ -- Y/[fel!i.-~_~tot_; ·_..-dJ~~--~~~-:o:~:~:~,~o 
DisplP-~;ed- ~t:r~--~ns _i't.;'Pre$<':u_te.~i'!e at ~B~ec;t:J._1 fo-r .t::1;\s purpo~e e~~i·lie;::t-, 

·· You--~ne-f:.Di1li&att?<f- 11_9r· ·auth.GX.:rze·u l:t~_cep t ·a1;:( gr:o·..rpt Oi~._-l.'t;:fu::;~¢:~ =r\ot 
cleare·d. · 

. _- :_ . 

_- ~.: .- _ W~~)~ _¥te:t:~~-ee __ Borird, _ Ir... t erc;o\r'errtf36n tal p-0mff,tt-t'¢f, ~ .A-r;~~;I -2-~-t~·uJri ti ~s 
-~vtified aboVe ste..temcnt. 

2. Please reper..~.:; to _Caserta.. 

-' 





UNITED NATIONS' 
RELIEF A!'-lD REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

t 34~ CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C, 

General Vfilliani _ o 'Thwr 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Room 2426, Treasurynepartment 
Washingt6n25, D; C._ 

Dear Generai O'Dwyer: 

The attached copyoT Cable No~66::from Caserta itl bel:i.evedseif':,;7o<_ 
. explBnatory ;)1'fe liave inirtructed-our militi!l'Y li<!is<m of'f'icers --• 

.. :~~~;{'~f-~~!~:'~!a~!v:u~h~:~~t 'attempt·Jo: iifiirov~ .-t&;J~notHi"·. 

It would be-appreciated -u you would similarly undertake to have 
your representatives work out pi'ocedures which_will permit satis­
factory advance notification and consideration of' problems of' this -
type- both· here and in the field. - · 

Sincerely yours, 



, 

__ \__ 

').~\. 

Recefved in UNRRA 
llal5 p.m., Z1 February 1945 
Code \ · 

FROitl1 Caserta (Repeated to London 26) 

NUllBF.RI 66 

DATED a 22 February 1945 

1. ~e inforroecl Philippeville of f.ashingtonta 106 to Rome and aeked make 
esaential preparatio~s possible additional ~fugees. 

2. Bfd r&Oent eJtperienoil: outliried in paragio;q,h thre_e below, ho~ver~ 
indi_aa~a clear need improve\llell~~e of :lll1:oJ'll!!lti?n. if _Keeny_is to· 
f)motion effectively. · Stl'ongly.reoommelidi therefore,·· action outlined in 
paragraph- four gelow. 

· ). Lese than :/4 hours notice given of recent arrival of 150 Hungarian Jews 
at Philippeville. 22 stretcher cases• remainder in bad condition. SH.A.EF 
handlell &arose France and embarked them at Marseilles. 

4• Have asked AFHQ communicate CCS afiCi SHAEF aubstance of following for 
information. ln order that proper liaison can follow through with SHIEF, 
this repeated :mo. ;yashington requested to get full understanding of this -
w1. th CCAC and \\'at' Refugee Board. . - - . - . 

{A) Sending of refugees into this area from north no·h desirable, ·as a general 
rule, but if other opportunities nonexistent ~enny1 Rome in cooperation AFHQ 
and with fair notice is ready to receive up to odling indicated iri (C) below. 

(B) AFHQ and Keeny should be signalled as far in ~dvance as possible number, 
physical condition, sax, types of illness, family composition. Also proepe~tive 
embarkation and debarkation points, date of arrival in order to allow Keeny to 
signal preferred deatination in light of ability to receive and handle in 
accordance with his limited resources. · 

(C) There i'ollowa preaent ceiling oapacitya 7 ,ooo southern Italy, 2
1
000 \ _ 

Philippeville. Use Italy Camps subject to approval of AFHQ. Keeny will 
diecuea AFHQ poasibility raising ceilings with commitment military supply 
ratione, acoomodation stores, additional people. ~• will notifY you of rssulta. 

All military should be requested not to initiate movement to UNRRA installations 
without first clearing eligibility refugees UNRRA care. 

:j 
l 
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5. It is recommended that UNRRA1 washington fix responsibility for clearance 
paragraph four (d) at point nearest departure. For instance, UNRRA personnel 
at SHAEF for movements originating SaAEF theater. 

6. Regarding paragraph four (A) recommend effort keep retugee11 Switzerland 
offering supplies and expenses if necessary persuade Government· of Switserland. 

?. Keeny, Hendrickson,.llatthews, Rhatigan, Xan~haky agree 'lli.t'1 the foregoing • 

DIS1jUB!JTIQN. 
Lehman 
Felle.r * 
Jackson 
MenshikovH 
Hendrickson 
Corson 
Hoehler ** 

.- ..... ·J!> 

liTo note tho infol'lll!ltion or take necessary steps with reepsct thureto. · 

**Responsibility for initiating appropriat.e reply. 





UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. J. \'/, Pehle 
Exe~ltive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C~ 

Dear f.~r. )'ehle: 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

30 January 1945 

Reference" is me.de to your letter of>January 16th req~~stfrig 
admittance to ·lJNR.'lA ts Refugee Camp at Philippeville, Algeria; of 
1672 refugees,.mostly Hungarian Jews from Bergen Belsen. 

We have sent the followine; cable to the Chief of the UNBRA Mission 
in Italy: 

11 Advised by >War Refugee Board that Swiss authorities request 
immediate evacuation from Swiss territory approximately one 
thousand six hundred and seventy-two refugees, mostly Hungarian,,· 
recently arrived in Switzerland via Germany. ·Pending reply fr~m 
Foreis~ Office regarding permission for majority to enter 
Palestine War Eefugee Board urges refugees be sent to Philiuueville, 
has advised War Department, and requested it to furnish nec'essary 
transportation. 

11 Also, fifty to seventy-five refugees, holding ad hoc Latin 
American passports which do not authorize holders to enter 
countries in \'/estern Hemisphere, will arrive in Marseille from 
Switzerland circa January twenty-seventh, War Refugee Board has 
advised War Department and requested transportation to Philippe­
ville. War Department has advised SHAEF and SACllED to provide 
transport to Philip:,eville or alternate camp to be determined 
in consultation with tfrnh~ representatives in the field. 

11 1/e are asking London to check with S!IAEF on screening, composition, 
arrango;uents for trans-portation, health and welfare provisions 
enroute, apnroximate dates of arrival, and to advise Keeny, 

11 Advise soonest whether facilities, uersonnel, food, etc. are 
adequate to accommodate these addi ti.onal refugees. If not,can 
you arrange locally on an emergency basis: if so, over what period? 
See our 38 re supplies we now programming for Philippeville. Do 
you recommend Italian camp in preference to Philippeville.n 

\ 
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Wa shall be glad to infor<n you of whatever further action there may 
be in this matter. 

Sincer,ely ·yours, 

j :·.~c \/ ~·---::: : .... , 
l!erliert H. Lehman 
Director General 





JAN 16 1945 

Dear Governor Lehmmu 

Reference is made to 711Y letter of January 12, 1945, advising 
you thw approxi.rnal;ely 1352 Jewiah refugees ~m Bergen Belsen l!ily 
have to be moved from Swj.tllerland to Philippeville pursi!ilrit to the a: 
agrpement of AFHQ and -UNRRA, referred to in l!AT 43?~ to Jiold·ths 
Ph:l.lippevUle 01111;1p in .reeel"VI!, tor- 81)!ergmciea _that may .arisa as _a 
rslil.Llt of the arrivaL of large nUmbers· of refugees iJi Switzar1and; 

The· fol,l.o\nng oable has just been received by the War Refugee 
Board from kolnrell D. .1130lelland1 its representative in Berna 

"Reference is made to Department 1 s cable No, . 49 of 
January 3, WRB 34. 

•The substance of this cable was communicated to 
the .Swiss authorities. Appreciati9n was expressed· by 
the Swiss for the Board 1 s prompt efforts to organ ills 
the evacuation of the Bergen Belsen group trom Switur­
land. The hope was expressed by them::tbi.t, pending a 
reply from London regarding permission tor the ullljority 
of these refugees to enter Paleetine, anangemente coUld 
be initiated for the movement of this group. to France, 
inaBIIIUCh as they will have to proceed there in an.y case, 
regardless whether PaleStine or North Africa is their 
destination. It necessary, the Swiss Federal Railways 
are prepared to .furnish trains for transportation to the 
French port of embarkation. 

"The federal police desire to correct an ollieeion 
in their recent oOlllllllllrl.cation with regard to the nUIIber 
of the re.fugeee comprising the group. They n01r deeire 
to include the first Hungarian Bergen Baleen convoy 
oomprieing approxillately 320 peraons. In this connec­
tion aee Legation's cable Ho. 5517 of August 23. If 
thie group ill included, the total would be 1672 instead 
of 1352.• 

?--
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In view of the fact that it will prooably take some time 
before it can be determined whether the lllembers of this group 
of 1672 refugees referred to ~ McCleUlmd's cable will be 
admi.tted to Palestine, tks;dlU:flixhaa;<iect'ded to take advantage 
of UNRRA•s offer to hold open Philippeville for emergencies that 
llliiY arise. Accordingly, pending a final decision regarding the 
ultimate destination of these refugees, it has been decided to 
move them to PhUippeville. 'lhe War Department has been advised 
of the foregoing and has been requested to arrange for the 
necessary transportation. 

It will, therefore, be appreciated if appropriate instruc­
tions were sent by I1NRRA for the reception of this group at 
PhilippevUle." · 

. In rte-,r of the necesl!itY" 'that .this group of rei'l!..gees .. be. .. 
. evacuated from Switzer1mii:t as- soon: as possible, I wolild ajlpreci- · 
.ate being advised of the action taken 1n this matter. 

Honorable Herbert H. Lehman~ 
Director General, 

Vecy truly yours, 

!Biv.n-:><ll J. W. Pel!llt 

J. w. Peble 
Executive Director 

UnitedYNations Relief & Rehabilitation 
Administration, 

Washington, D. C. 

.\ 





JAN 12 1945 

Dear Governor Lehmln 1 

Reference 1B litade to my letter to you of November l6, 191!4
1 describing ' possible mov-eMnt ot a,ooo refugees t}m)ugh - -

SWitzerland. Reference is also made to M4f 43$ of-December 4, 
1944, .. indicat;ing that AmQ 'lind UNRRA" have agreed to hold the -
PhUip~ camp· in reeerve for emerpnc'iee thilt ma;y a~se as-. · :_ 
a reiiUlt of the arrim Of' this group of refugees in Siritzerhild• 

The Vlar RetuPe BOard has bun aclvised b,y its represen~tive -
in Bem that a;wroxtmate~ 13$2 Jewilh retugeea tram Bergen•BelHn, 
the majoriv ot 'llhom an H~~n&arian, recen~ arrived in SW:it1er:und 
and that the SW:iea authorities are requesting thilt they be eftOUI.tecl 
fi'OIII SW1ss terri tor,y as eoon u po .. 1ble. Dlaflalulh u it has been 
reported to the Boal'd thilt the ma,1oriv of these refugees mq llm 
been promised admislion to Palestine, the Board is endeavOl'ing __ 
through 1tlll repreientative :In I.Gadon to uoeriliin the ~ ot 
this report. U it proves 1mpost1ble to obtain their admiuion to 
Palest:tne, it will be necesiary to ~ tht111 moved eleewhera, pro­
bab]¥ to Philippev!Ue, pursuant to the agreement reterm to in 
MAT 43$. 

You will be adVised as soon as aey turther infol'!lllltien 11 
rece1nd :In regard to this group of refugees. 

Very t~ ;yours, 

''!1vnE"" J. W. Pellle 

J. w. Peh1e 
Exeoutiw Direotor 

y' 

Honorable Herbert H • IAiualll, 
D1reotor Oeneral, 
United lfation. Relief & RlhabU1tatim 

Administration, 
VfUhfngton, D • 0 • 

u:-

__ ,.-
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UNITED NATIONS 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director~ 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25 • 
D. C, ~ 

Dear Mr, Pehle: 

t 344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

21 November 1944 

I~have yorlr letter. of NOvember 16th relating to the prospective 
~emigration of 8 0000 Hungarian Jews and to the possibility or a 
request that they be housed at Philippeville, 

Thank you very much for advising me of this situation, I am 
having an inquiry undertaken into the situation which will arise 
if such a request is made, 

~~ ""'i~s, • .~ ~~.~~_, l\...~~-
{~9:'andric ~ 
Acti~ Drrectar neral 





Dear Governor Lerillan: 

·· T'n9 "f<>llowing is the substance of a message received from 
j:cCielland, .• ar- Re-fu,oee · representntive. in ·.Bern, -Swi t.zerlandt~. · 

11 The swiss-received a message from their Legation iri Budapest 
on the 27th oi' Octcib1!r which st<,ted thatan agreement had been arrived 
at between the Governments of Germany and Hungary according to which 
ti1e emigration of about g,ooo Jews from Hungary would soon be author­
ized and that by the 15th of fiovember this would have to be carried 
out. 143Ms of transportation to the frontier of Switzerland would 
be furnished by the Gernmna and the Hungarims. 

"The f'wiss -Political Department on the 31st of Dctqber in­
structed its legation in Budapest th&t these refugees would be 
received in ~witzerland, this instruction follmnng approval by 
F~deral Council and in order to offset any possible use by the­
G,rr.ums or the Hungarians of lack of readiness on the part of tho 
c01ias as an excuse not to a:i.low these people to depart. __ The de­
cision was i.n line with assurances which in August vtere-'given to 
us. 

"All pertinent information with regard to documentation, com­
position, and ultimate destination of the group was requested 
urgently by wire of the Swiss Legation in Budapest on the 28th of 
October and a~ain on tho let of November, since it is not clear 
whether all of the 8,000 are holders of Palestine certificates, or 
whether only a part of them hold such certificates. 

"November 1 conversations with Chief of Federal Police and 
with representative for relief and refugee affaire of the Political 
Department reveal that the SWiss are concerned seriously regarding 
the practical difficulties which are involved in receiving and 
housing a group of this size, even temporarily, at auoh short notice. 
~witzerland has received more than 25,000 new refugees during the 
past six weeks, they pointed out, (chiefly woman and children .from 
Valdossola in Italy and from the combat zones in Frsnoe) while, on 

___ ,..-

\ 
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the other hand, only 8,000 people have departed:- 2000 French 
civilians and 6000 military escapees. It would be difficult to 
solve the problem·of.:fUel, blankets, and housing sufficient to 
properly take .• care of 8,000 people in winter; in addition, many 
of the refUgees may be clothed inadequaj;ely, Accordingly~ the s·. 
Swiss are amq.oits. tMt steps be taken as soon as possible-for the -.-_ .· 

' evacuation o:f such ,Hungari!lnre:f!lgee_s. 'Ehe.i/racticability of _ · . 
i'urnisldilg furisa,·trains :for the transportation ·at· once ·to Marseilles 
or to some other French seaport of all those who are eligible for 
emigration "to Palestine is being looked into hi the Swiss. There­
fore, it would be wise if thE> board at once could study the problem 
o:f obtaining one or more ships for Palestine; in_addition, the Swiss 
would appreciate any efforts which could be made toward evacuation 
to North Africa or some other territory of Allied choice of all or 
a part o:f those who are not destined for Palestine. 

"Radio Budapest, evidently reversing the decision which was 
reported in October 24 telegram from the: Lejation, repsa_tea severi4- .· 
times during the evening of the 29th of October and the morning of 
the 3oth of October, instructions addressed_to all HUngarian ·authori­
ties, the army, and the police, to the effect that protective· docu­
ments or £oreign passports should be respected and that :fUture Jewish 
holders of such documents should not be sent-to ~ompulsory labor 
service; and, in addition, that rights of extraterritoriality should. 
be enjoyed by foreign Consulates, Legations, and premises of ICRC. 

•Now it seems probable that the majority of the 50,000 male 
J ewe reported as being deported as labor are being sent to li'EIBtem 
Hungary :for work along the Austro-Hungarian border, onifortifica­
tions there, 

•It is very difficult to believe that the release of S,OOO 
Jerrs has suddenly been decidild upon in view of the recent intensified 
anti..J swish stand taken by the Szalassy regime aa 11811 as the consis­
tent refusal of the Germans to allOII' the dsparture of even the 
initial group of 2,000 holders of Palestine certificates, 

"'fe will keep you informed llith reference to this matter," 

Should the rescue of these refugees be effected, it may be 
desirable to use Phillipsville as a temporary haven. I deem it wise, 
therefore, to give you advance notice of this possible need, Any 
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comments which you may have thereon will be appreciated, A copy of 
McClelland 1s message has also been sent to the War Department and to 
Ambassador Kirk in Italy for delivery to Governor Cochrane and AFHQ. 

.. 

Honorable Herbert H: Lehman, 
Director General, 

Very truly yours, 

lvfiJf#-~ 
··. · · J. w. Pehle -,.. 
Executive Director 

United Nations Relief ~ Rehabilitation 
Administration, 

Washington, D. C .• 

~ 
LAahd ll/8/44 

t.C,.f. 
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,})~~ fDll )~!~A~?-Jl!~2SH(;C: ~:,::n 
r~cciv<Hi l June l:Jli'j 

. ·r!·d.-~ is _in·_n.tlUit_ior.. t: -l_n_fo!'mr::tion~--g-i_yci~~-rn _ _?.:-v 23?3t:;-, ··,~-·-c(h9!~ 

-t~·!"~e;t':i ve~n,~:.~!~r-~~~t~.~- <'nt:r';:~1t;!;£;,~~ ;:;;;:'~=i~~o~~~c~e: 
(TJhfZ-r-,~-~~-t~tl.;i~ii~t.8 _i::l_ .8-.c-Co r{·\ai:icO .._:;i_~h~1;tf4( -~-f -t(.it.~:-::'fi;:;_ ~-? ~:;;_e~:~?-itine:nt.· 

-_/--

7'50 nle~r-,~ fnr f•.d~Cb;.i~n into :'Elr.·,,tine. 
ryf t.'~it ::ro'~!.~J ._,~--:-.:ri~e. ' 
1. 

;>. 350 fr'"' l'•ach<>alo-v~kb. i:e;:}-YtL>tiGne. ,,ro n·11l 'being 
carried on l>et;reen Government of ,:.i\11tierltii<iY,.nd··Uovcrn­
;a.:::nt nf ·:znehol'-lov-akir. 1~~gan1inb :tr~_i~ b:I'VU_p. 

J;bo·;.t ]!50 :'er~l'1ns:i:·!'J.<Jr,e orieilt vv.ries. r-.uG vJ1or,e fint-.1 
d(:t!tination hnr,: r1:t hr:H-;n daci_Cied. 'C3:ais ~;I\Jl_\:~) ·coen not h'i~h 
tiJ enter i'tslestiue. 

/ 
4. 350 wltose origin is Hr.llland. iie~uti;-:tiOJ:t9. •) z:a no~· being 
carried ··Jn bo t\_-:ef\:n DovErrunent- Of ~i\:li tzerlu.ncl t. ilCI i~e therlands 
:.:Overnmeilt r-e-t;e.rdinc; this ·~rbup. 

:I'iw ,/'-llthoritio~ in ;)wi tzerhml "'OUl<l; lil<ii to move the third group 
to ~n Ul'!l!iA CCC>lp iT~ tho ~o«th of Ituly ,t: the and of t1-.i& month. 

cc: 6/9fl~5.1·:eoers. 01.-.s~er-r.old, ::e'lr.hey, !\r?nz (3), hoffman (2), 
:-:i•r. G 1Hrien, '· llebl,ard, Miss Hodel 

DEC LASS IF IED ·· 
By Autl1m•ity of .,j( S 

~MJ;~.fi\e!ff.~~~?( , .. 
· By~_D-...to~gj2_ 





.·.y_ .-

: ~..,- .. 
l. l'm~ill8i;-n v!aa :i.Oc~i V<'d- hi ctlhw tniu dat.o fl;<.m '0Nat lt'if,}hU'w 
~ntrfineo of Jm1S into l~loutJ..n-:1.· ·lfow(M}l'~ <mtlK>rit:l,l!l!.l in:mi~SII.'.l"lJ\nd 

_ rioolf statu tl1<1t uJ·,t;t] tr"nsport<>tion to f'a}asLire 1fJ i;'UaMI~tee<'t tt.ey · 
~.ni'.(lf aok trat thlo i£1'Clllp lllf.!V\'1 th<'l oo;mtry. 'l'herc£o1'C1 cancell..Qtion 
is to.!!ll': ll';&dc; •Ji: preuGnt tran~~portation arrllJ1&<:!llrmt.a to Iiat:r • M do 

•...... " .. _ .... ,;; &:'Qoi, · imr.m aiwctl;r the nud.o<Jl' of yeraona invo1.vcct, · eitiC<!l p<,;misaion l1.~e 

< x:{}~i{}f:;J1~f~>~!1~v!~~~.!:~'\~~oii:/:i:~ t~.,r~~:~]x:.:: the a;;e ()£ "~--to l'omin in 

. _ _::!:~~ ;..;:..' 
2. :•e Sb)u]d lilW to have you iumu1. Ml1 lMtructi.OIIBt in f;h<!) li&ht of 
tooaa chlln,;;ad cirmm:atanceu. 

c.c1 J:cnsro. ;,J.as~Jel'.:llr&._ Gold,. fi'o_ns {:J), l\oh:"Jdt ()), Gunter, \<Jl!mey, 
l'ollack; liit.m i:.Od(llt ~'• llebbnrd. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority oriC S ... 
~d.~~dE:.Z/ .... 
· B:,_~-~I· ,, . m:.c ·· _s 19n· 
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S-79319· copy No, 30 

MAT.510 3Z 

GOV 206 36 

P},~,_._~,.; Jnrilr.;-1.,~ rcGr:i?t. (li thr~ n1Jovc coru1tUi~cr•.t1onR h:..- cr..dcn·:H~:·K·nt !n -ulC 
euuce ·n·ovirJ.ud bP.l._--!~-·._r:m~ tc_tu:r.n t.:) Gor1bt1ie{t Ci"\'ll Af",....trn C-:~r.n-!1U.ne., 
Roor:, ~)B~-9:~:-i:---lJentucOn. dtifJ.~Unt~j- \"/~shin{;ton-, 2~. D.{;< 
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WAR DEPARTMENT . 
1 

CLr;..,SJF:IED MESSAGE . CEN1 £h.. 
INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

·-r~l~IORIIJ:Y 

:r ~ f:~t.:~::c··?tilr:-· ;H~iJrd[f\_10_Y.-t-$r.[.~- ~41Xied I~~~{perlff.iof., __ ;·;:·:~···- ~ o~~'c-e~~ 
·,, ~- -~.,S:~1.:1-n_,~:-~)JBFJ3.~J :i..."!.l~~: F:.'aricc ~ 

To; 

<· 79319_. · ~T t.o .for• ·a ' .-01 /1 ""·'"· · ·.··;. '' •·" ···, '"-n-"· 
)}?:·:~-!-:;~_ ~tct~J- .. ~q:~_vf~<-:-}~- ~-lktJ~t01lan.:i- -Ht1l'l ~~:~~~-~~?- -~-~--~~f~~!~ .. _.:_l -~~-~~~~f~£~~i:~Ii~­
/tr·.~;;~~-!:' To-r- 3C-'3-i COM -Z-Cl'J~~ ElfOU_SI1:r-~SHfiEF "J.liS~1ioi1· -F~~::): ~--~- E:~Jif(El~--

."if~;~~-~/.:..,01' q-5, -cciiC/L fY.Otil S!-DH~~ 3-h\in ~i..~n_e_C~ ?1~--;c::r.. -._;-:J."te 

ln::n•e:t' :r-equ;)sc;od to ou:~. S 7T~9~ 31 J:en .:' < :;rr,0 ns 
f'o1l0'.·.

1
H ~ ?-1fl~·: 510 c:or.ce'!1n:tng projec·ted·mo,reli;eqt: :·;::~. <~ J(:;t:':L811 

~efur,;:e•::s S~-i-I·:?zE-:rJ.and to Philj~~pevi~~e -iS ~~bjC(i:; t;lcC:~ellnr:{i. 
~)le.u:~~a ad".ri.28 5.f S\·Ti:1s desiro, th:ts_ movc;:tnent in c:·;· .. ~n:.'i.t or-
·i:-~ rm3ll 1nc:r-or.Jent~J, :if lattm', indicate id.ze. :c'flq!wst 
3Gla8- J.nfo:r,m~~ ti on pr-cceodi:l$ pfn:nf.i!1aph.) · 

Tr293 is Gi\l .. IlJ .. 55'{ (1 Peb 115) C()AC 
:ledu(J0d f':i"om ~:OPSI~CHT~'l' to SECRET by 1-IDGI•lC. J£nd 

1\GTI ON;- CC11C 

Ii'll!'O GC/S 
PEqLAS~IF~Ji;D:· s 
By Author I t:r of_.:J:..::C.:::.;.._...._ __ 

le..ti~r . .ri:.:.S::~Z!l--_ 
ASF 
O.PD 
G ·2 
i\dm K--Ing 
:>ll'. l-!oGlo;{ 

cy_SLg __ .. ___ < ' ... .MAlL-G--1973 

GU·--Il-1 .. 166112 (16 Feb lf5) D~.'G 16l600A 

.\)' 
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WAR DEPARTMENT . 
. CLA;:,SIFIED MESSAGE··CENTt:R 

INCOMING-CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

3l'!C~ TOT 

~u·~-.:' · <~I).:Z:iec~ · 
- -~-~:_=~.- iX,)4£;Ii~%3'•~5.P"':·!·•Qas.e:(b'1:..L IJ;S:}:l"~.: .•. · 

. -. -~-

B. Phi1lipeville accomtnodat:i.on wl.ll .be tised. 
U:i:·~{fi.!\ -.::.O::J.CUL'8 ~ 

D. Couimunirntt1.on ctw.nnels McClellant! toUE Mihhte:r' 
)3,,pt· Lo ::n POI.AD <~o G-•:; Hnd UNRR1\ Ill<'HQ and reverse. 

2' Fo~ SI-UL!i:l~, r~1a:I.n·. This tUlSliers :yoq.i' SL·76728 
:&L!at·.; 26tt1. ihH!Uest you repeat all signals to r-!cClellarid 
t<.., t1;:i_::, -?;J:•J:~:·l~riarte:~s l.re 1'~;_cip:Pocat:tng'~ 

AGTJ.OH: COAC 
InFo: CC/S; ./\SF; OPD; G-2_; Adm Iang; 1'-il.• ti50Cloy 

rtl'G 2'{210611. 

DECLASSIP~" 

J.C.S. 1-..,rU/,.~ ~ '';)7.:. :zj 
:a,: 3LR. . MAR 6 1973· 

End. 

3 ') ·--. c N . L 
·. . OPY o. c: I ) 

THE_ MAKING OF AN E'XACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN .<·) . ( 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 'c~ . 
CLASSIFIEO .. MESSAGE ~CENTER 

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

''f•rc.ii-1: =~Up?·en1e Headquarte-r~~ Allied F~pedl t.l onnry.Fo;:>ces·. 
i;JR1.1i. Ver;.>RiJ 1E:;,, · France. 

-"-. -_-

26 ~~mjm:>y 1945 

_ ··s,-~ 6128. Th~ rere-rence.i~ .. ~IX 26126 'dat~<t 25 ,Janu.nr; 
J91i5. J•.FHQ fciz•. 1\lexan(!er fore FHGEG repeat for information 
t:o l\Gl1fl!Lfor Combined -.Chiefs Of Sta·ff'; UKBa,ee' Section; 
SH!\EF Rear fov G5 and CCAC/L;l\JilMSO for;o Br·itieh Chiefe. of 
Stef'f 2igned Etsenhm1er cite SHGE, · 

: . : . ·._ -~-

No Contii;ental location for• HungaX'ian Jewe, "leaee. 
2ay if' ?hillipev1lle ~accomcoodD t.ton ie now available and 
t.:l•iN:'IA 1-1illing to accept reeponsibili ty. ~raneportation 
p~•oblem involved is D01~ UDder consideration· at this Heed-
qunrters. · - -

ACTION: ·· GCAC 

INFO: CC/S 
.A SF 
OPD 
G·-2 

GM-Il'H?6648 

Adm King 
MrMcCloy 

{27 Jan 45) 

End 

DECLASSIFIED ·· ··· 

By Authority of J"CS 
lt..±~trr:l:_S'-7~. 

lly SL~ · Dr:~o MAR 

bTG: 261845A pa. 

61973 
-...... 

I 

. ~ '1_(). ' 

• . COPYi;r;~i:)/l' 
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORB!DDEP 



~. S!:C!IZI 
BftttiSk 8F4BFT 

. The foll0111~. message 11811 

- receivcd·l·FebrUary 1945 

(S 7?298), 31 January 1945 

From• 

To a 

Repeated I 

Subjeot1 

Refers 

SIDE 

AFHQ and u.s. Hinieter, · &'llitserl.a!ld 

CaLC !or information 
- . 

Plan !or Tranllterring to Philllpevi.lle trom 511i.tzerland 
1672 Refugllllllo 

IIAT 510 

Please have Wr. Jlo Clelland not.lty 1111 1t the govlll'llllent o! 
Switurlazld will* to have tbNe Jewieh retup,. tranltported 1n 
small .S.ssd groupe or altogether. U the f~ u the oue, 
adville 1111 regardiDc the mabe:r 1n fiiiOb unS.t, u well u Allied 
Force illledquartera who have uked wo to be advilled on the •tter. 

DECLASSIFIED 
B\ Authority of .:fC. S 
_ \t:\-tu1~ 7 . .L.I6=..-...... 
llv SL'i. D<.:t~ MAR g 1973 -

__ ,_.-

:--.__ . 
'· 
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Wf-\R DEP/-\RhYlENT 
c:tJYSSiF!iiO---~ME:s-ST-\csE·-~- c-r~NTEf~_ 

H T(-;C)H\f(~; -c::~~~lils:3JFlErJ 
CCAG- .DJ-~T-~J-IYG'£10~\: 

~- -

G-Ot!;J~:n~H] Cl_t~.r,:;~S- _-9 r :3 ~~i{i· 
eoH[!):Ll1.od _{;ivil- -Afrntx'~l-

COmm:~.:Shtie 1!:561 

-_25 ~-l~:~n~a:~~?-~r J-9i}j· 

. m:r~"~~~~f~6ij}'~y;;1~~~h~i~-~kf!,1;gfG{11·c-Lo~~1bY.Y F;,Jre~.s~· 
--6/~:~~~~~-;~~iid)>(o::.r~~r~~Brt?.Ji~j:-~~ ~A\J.~¢-~ ·:-~_F?r.e_e---~ ~~0~:t~_-~;t~~n:::\~0~i>_6·~--~--Ci~~ie:!.:.t.0._~ · r·tf:}.:f =--

o- -~~ bJU~clh.':T~i:~!}; -~Gefi-t;;!:~G.~-: 
-,. :")Dd_OTI: Dn.gJlln:T 

- -:·- -: •_-:_-·-. _-_-· .. --- -_ 

.Un-i~cec~ ~I(~:o.g(1o:n---:~a~10- --~~~~c-ti~l~; --

J-!<.:;fi~ql~-;:p·;:~e~7 (~;. Cci::uunicri.t:rc.nJ-s )zo:n~' 
~~~J1-1 QPB_;:?:_!1 =-~'l~?_f.~:Gc:-~ f)"i.' -_c;cq:t~t:tt.-:l.or~n .. }\::;{c-:~_S..: -I'-'J:a:nc(~ 

' . - -. 

·r.J)_s!J~.-Qtt~_- }!q:f.nr!.llf~·tqn~ ·n. c. ,_,:_-· 

... C·OV206 ·i·b · >~i:fJ\EF .. lt1-:t:i.11-_f-6x' SJiJ}~ ~1i~1- TA~\i~,- i.;.3~~ ~: t_9_~jj_1 13XB.ii"::\c_~~:-~· f'vx· 
.::-··n!JEG .f'.Pr)m .COS c.:J::~(: CCL\G. iG:lJtiGtoC:r- :l.n:("~:t.Tl&.tiqu ·CQ!\C/J,~ 
Col!Illl,J.ni~at.tc.\Xl zon~-c :E.TOUS/\; l~)~d IHS p·DS!."' <.; 'j···t~~ lW)- i)'""l';''-1 ·;.,· •) 

~liAEF Hss·e, a~d DJ::;r:i l)asJ·' to·- Be::~.~ 5tis ·:\i:~;;~~ ·;;J;·J·t1~~~d -;~~ 
f?.J~J. fld~{J-:C~.GD00S ~ R_(!~E:Ji r_[l.pjq. J62:e t;_lJ~/1.' 1~35 .. 

. ' 

~~~ ~~n~~ ;~r.~.~~ i.~~r:~~~;~ n~:~ 6:~g V;~~~~fi~~:~~O~-~ ~m Q~\~~ ~~;,~~g~;~~3 · 
~tho no p,r.•e i..!X~c1-~:~1 :.T'cood '(,;:1 ~ do_ns:;.:s ·c. w~:Jjilff of }i\J.tigs.J;r_:,t_an 
.J(·r~Yfj _ fl-:om B!::n.1 gop. EeJ~son; · th~·_mu,joY1 i"C~~v: -of" ;-:bom , __ ,;t:lJ.' 
y.JJ:ob&bJ.y ap1~l~!" tnTGntn~.IJ.;/ i~or adm:i.si~:J.,Oh- -to Pa18sttnG. 
\·J .:_11:-·EE:fugoe. Boz~~):d EH.1gfiost:o . th:it 'CJ'.'.ey · b_o m6v~d to_ 
~~h11:!..ppqv:L~.le.} {\1ge:;..,;Ln; _l,;efugos cam:9 __ undol". UHR_Rf.\_ 
o~~~r~.t~.on-~- but ·1~91:~J.d do_ub_tless ~onaJ:d(:n.?- 00t?.t1nente). 
loco:U.oD: upon l"ecolumenclatlon of SC.~EF or SACi•lliD, 
Of f:J.i:at :i.rnpo1"5~u!fce ls t.l:~;eil" 'evacuat.ion f:<.~om 
S~J:ttzerland. s·u1.zr&·_J:i,ec1e:r-,al 11 f.l.i:~~.;ayS ~:'((3 I)J~epai:ecJ 
t_o furnish tJ:!l:1.no f'or ·tra'nSp<:n ... ·l;c:.tlon ·to. Freneh Port 
cf'_ .E_labarkfl t:Lon l_:f n.ecoat-181';1. llax~ Refue;e·e Bon1,d 

.. / 

D"ECLASSIFIED . - .~.~··U~ ~ .. ~t)L''') 
!",. tlo -7·/' 'll'l'.l',~lh:~ '1. - . ; 

J.C.s. Regrading Memo ~1!. -::-~= . . ~~ · ... : , ·•· 

. By SL{{ -.·Date . MAR· :p1973 - .···COPY NO.~G)b 
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN . ...., 



\ ~ 

\ 
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cc/s 
OPD 
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Adm; .King 
~,Jr. I•JeCloy 
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~·- . " · ,.,_ 'titt'erttiona· CQlonel-Gearhiirdt. 
·~---~. -_ - ·-- .. - -.- _·:-.o:~,r·:~':io--~- -- :f---~ ··; .. 

--I!onr· ifr~ ~-uoQl~y-,_ - --·~·:-0'- --··: 

. - -tiWie iB r~~rdod to you h·•rawittl a copy of 
.a onble ••lil_~, h11D just ·~J,en re~ivod frOlll tl!o ~;ar ik.fll{lee 
Board r.epra_oontative_ :lli llam, fnitilerland, ociritnti•ing in"­
fOrt!ntioo which he ry<HI rllquested .be dN<Im to th" attenUon 
of the ·awroprJ.at.e mJ.lgfli\V authoritios, 

'.rri o.Onneotion with the l:int paragraph of the lll•-
-~~-ploood \l.libl,ei _it uill 'b.,-~appreoiat(,d :l!' yo:/ wHl' l>dvioe the -

1:lo!!rd o! thil viewa of~ th<J i1r.r Vopartmant conoll_rnin~ the 
proposed l'eplyto·ll9rrt 11'Hib•,455 of,.innuary 2;2, l<J45, _a 
cppy o.f n!lioh wna tJent to Colaml Genr!Jardt f6F \b1· Depart­
mutt cle•·rn:!ce on Jpnunry 25, 1945 • 

Vor;r truiy yeurs, 

• ron•nwyaJ:­
'--"0) Vjil1.J.3-

(~)gne: 

ll'Uli .. ro 0' l.lwyer 
;!:XooutiVe Dir~totor 

llonor:wlo Joh11 J, IJoOloy, 

looaiatmtt ~eorotary of ·:ar, 

1(11 f'.lOBuf'&. 

Ffhhd 2/3/4S 

: ~ - _---





----'\ ---

' 

-JAN 21 

•I,-wiehto tliankyou {or your~ietter of .-· 
January 22, .. 1945, _c.orice~illg'the evacua-tion ,of 16'/2~c 

;. r-efu~eea r:~ .. ;~~zer:~.e· _ . "•----•- _ _ • • _ , ;.; · - __ , 
~.o.· i.!Cciii'iiand has been advised to oplilriluni.:. 

__ cat'e lrltho Lteutehant- General A. ,Jo:., Gra_s~ett lind _ 
• )3rigacficr Ger!eral Charles M. SpoffOrd in the manner 
suggan~~d-- bf--yc?ti. _· 

r!~A'i!e~r3~ -_-... -- -
. - - ···~·· "~",.· --J • - ll. Pehle 

Executive Dl.ractor 

Honorable John J, McCloy, 

AaaiAtm t fleoretary of \1ar, 

Nhhd 1/24/45 

.·._co-
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WAR DEPARTMENT ,!\_ 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

Mr. J. w. Pehle 
Executive Dlrecto~ 
War Refagee_Board 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

1?, January 1945 

Executive Office of the .President. 
-· • --washington---25> · D. c. 

.:-
De a!" Mr •. Pehle , 

I -have your letter of 16 January requesting th8.t-.SHAEF 
arrange transportation for 1672 refugees from Switzerland to 
Philippeville, Algeria, and asking the name of the SHAEF official 
with whom Mr. McClelland, your representative at_ Bern,_ should 
communicate on the arrangements. 

Cables are being sent to SCAEF and_to SACMED, asking whether 
tr!\llsportation can be arranged, but indicating· thi!.t· con~ide_ration:· 
will be given to the accommodation of' the. refugees at some_ other -
camp than Philippeville_ if SCAEF or , sACMED so rec_ommends ~- _ , ~ 

It is believed that Mr. McClelland. shOuld establish commun­
ication through diplomatic channels with Lieutenant General A. E. 
Gressett, Assistant .Chief of starr, G-5; SHAEF and Brigadier 
General Charles M. Sporrord, Assistant Chief of starr, G-5, AFHQ;­
We are advising SCAEF and SACMED or 1lr. McClelland • s connection 
with the matter. 

As soon as reply has been received, you will be advised. 

Sincerely yours, 

JO~ 
Assistant Secretary of War 

--... ·-





' ~.:· 0 ·'.-

~ i~ -

Reference is made to my letter of January .3, 1945, advising you 
that approllilaately 1.352 JniBh refugees from Bergen Baleen may have to 
be moved from Switserland to Phllippeville pursuant to the.agreement 
of AFHQ and UNRIIA, referred tg in MAT 435, to hold the PbU1ppaviUe .· 
camp in reserve for uergencies that may arise u a reeuU;-of the · 
arrival of l~g~ nw.b.ers of rei\tgeee- in~Sllitaerland, - ' -

· 'The follo$tg 'Oabl6. ~e jU:St tie.; f~~v~d ~ thi War Re~ee· 
~Beard from Roelrall D. J(cQl~q~ its representative iri. Berni 

. •Reference £a .aCl8 'to Department's cable No. 49 ot -
January 3, WJIB 34. 

"The substance of this cable was coiDIIIIDlioated to the 
Swiss authorities. Appreciation wae expressed by the S!dss 
for the Board's prOilpt efforts to organile the evacuation of 
the Bergan. Belsen group from Swit.erlsnd. The hope was ex.­
prea·sld by them that; pending a reply trom London regarci.ing· .. 
permission. for the majority of these retugeea to enter -
Palestine, arrangements could be initiated_ for_ the movement 

- - . of this group to France, inasmuch as they will have to prao. 
ceed there ,in any case, regardless whether Palestine or North 
Africa is their destination, If neosesary, the Swiss Federal 
RailliB:VS are prepared to furnish trains tor tranepo""tion to 
the French port ot embarkation. 

"The federal pollee deaire to correct an omission in 
their recent coliiii!U!I1aatim 11'1 th regard to the number of the 
retugeee comprieing the group. 'lhey now desire to include 
the first Hungarian Bergen Belsen convoy coaprising approxl.,.. 
mately 320 persona. In this connectioo see l.ilgat1on1a cable 
llo. 5517 of AUgUst 2,3, U this group is included, the tota1 
woUld be lh72 instead of 1.352. • · 

In vin of the fact that it w1l1 probabq take 8011111 time before 
it can be dettll'lllined whether the mabere of this group of 1672 ~ee 
referred to in .lfoOlell.eflclte oeble w1ll. be admitted to Palestine, it,:· 



; {_. 
.,-'· 

>·ft; .... -

been 
~has/ decided that the entire group should be moved to Phllippe..me 
pending a final decision regarding their lil.tillate deet:lnation. Accoz'd.;. 
ingly, it will be appreciated if SCHAEF would arrange. for the. transporta­
tion of this group to·Phi11ppev11le pursuant to the agreement referred 
to :In General Hildring 1s letter to me of December 5,. 1944• In tliis _ 
ccnnection, your attention is directed to the offer of theSwiss Federal 
Rall118ys to fumish tra:lns for this purpose. 

To facilitate the actual movement of the refugees from SWitzerland, 
it would be appreciated if ·you ·would advise u8 of the name of the SCHAEF 
representative llith whom Yr. llcClelland should colllll1unioate regarding the 
details of this evaouat.ion~ -~ · · · ·- · -

··a,;verilor. Lehman is_ {ll.ao_ beipg ad-vi~ed of. the contep.ts. of lJ,cClellanl_lJs 
cable in 'order that arrah'gementS 11!11y be· made to receive ·tlie grdup''at . ·-· 

· · Phllippevllle. - · . __ ·--

In View of the. necessity that this group of refugees be evacuated 
from Switzerland as soon as possible, I would appreciate an early reply 
to .this letter. - · 

Very truly yours, 

IB1~edl J. w. Pehl~' 

. J. w. Pehle . 
Executive Director 

Honorable John J. McCloy, 

Assistant Secretar,y of War. 

~ 1/15/45 
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Reference.!;\ 1!'1 mur-~e to my let~er -to yoH -of-·liOvem~~!' ;tG.~--1944,_ 
dascribinp- .a no·:::"'i ble ~move_mf"nt" of 8 ,00~'1 -ref~eas~ through"_ nwtt"ite!-:(~Jtg;~:: 
::e·{e'i-F.:nc~ l~ fl-2.-$n_ llk"\cle': t,; MJ.~'"i"- 4~55 of J?~cembe!' 4, 194_4. ri!t~1--tn_._MITJo.r: · · 

··· •}en,reLHJ,ll -'ing's :t~tter ·b·m~ o( :>;,c:·rober ~5, 194.;4~-·irYdicQ'ti~:th,;-t 
•.. nn_ ·<:m<l Ulif.<A have ngreed to hold the Philipuevl.lle Camn in AI!:eria 
in re;PTVE fnr- eJne~reflci_6_s·- th~t mr.y a.rir.e -~s -.-.._ resu-lt o'f- the a.r~ivai 
of thio gronu of' r~fugees in :·,1 tzerland enol alno: that SlfAiq will·. co.:. 
operate in arran~;in,e; for their tran•portation across Frnnce and into 
Algeria. 

The •"~ar Refu,:cee .Board hns been advi•ed by its rHpresentP..tive 
in l><>rn that approxim'ltely 1.>52 Jewish refureea ffoinllergen"Belsen, 
the nwjority of whom are Hungarien, recently arrived in ·switse~lMd . 
and th;t the ~.;,isn nuthori ties are requesting thl\t they :be evacu!lted 
fraiL ;;wiss territory as soon as possible, InAsmuch as it has been­
re:>orted to the llo<•rd thnt the m-.,jority of thesil refugees. may have: 
be"n promised admission to Pnlestine, the lloard is endeavoring 
through its representnt1ve in London to ascertain the accuracy of 
thin reuort. If it nroves ironossible to obtain their admisoion to 
.!'nlesti~e, it \iill b:·. neces~"~Y to have them moved ~le'ewhere, probAbly 
to J'bilinneville, pursuant to the agreement referred to in MAT ~:~5. 

You will be advioed as soon as any further information ·is 
received in regnrd tn thin ~rouo of rAfugees. 

Honorable John J, McCloy, 

~·~~· 
1.1 j'- a,.A , ~M fln --- / 

..R1 MlW:agr l 3/45 

Very truly yours, 

J. W, Pehle 
Executive Director· 

:}_ 
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r'. ---~ _'_~_.- - ·_- _._,_~-~~~ !"ri;·)~;:~.~~~!;t 1v,n _J;_b;_ ~ --~-!'{_(,:~i~'n~~ -e~:u~~ t~i-("r~}{c:ric_;~s_;, ~~ri:'-tm 

.·JHi~f11~#~!1f:ff!~1:i:~!~l!fj:#~lgf:i[ii.i;f);~?~~;~~rc 
--- nv.h!!'!"lf~7 !1tl:!!-,~ ·r·~f''~? __ -tQ t~fc: in :;h:r' l~~y--~J-_(f~!tl!.,bi~~~-~!1·-_--t.hi.--., r,jJt~;-";'- ?---,._ -' 

-;·tth r-r:.r:JJ:::-(1' t.0 ·the i-nl~~~~t!.nn· :1ni~·lt~ ~f tl"T··c·..',:t~ .• ,n e;f 

-~hi;: ~r'l'J"~ it 1xi r.o};t- 0., ,;;_1;-0--t,~..)---EJ,Vn :1?r.;r-d 1 P· ~~)H'Gfl•~zdJ·t·i":(' 
m_ '-:1\ iP .·;ni· 1 :_.,r~ t:::w'n-11 ':. ···1 tf.·l;~lt-tr.h ot"fi01!•l~ t.'J ~1.-::-tt!r:o-.!nr- ·A:•,f.:hcr 
t,:h_,-- yrP-t;.- ---:z--r !-.~tt;.o'lll,:: bu. !l~1 Mi tt~(\ t n ··fllJ!f'l'.t~.tH'•. 

Hi us Gh~unney- (for_ thn ~;tt_c! y) Jlokart..1ann~ Akv.~_n, t~i1hn, :,rury·, lh\~\oi ~. O~;·,otnn, 
Hor!cl, H•,rkn, H~,c~rr.~-·ck, P~hl~, J,"ilH!). 



J}.riJ-91 - . .- - . 
Diottibtition of tra0 
rending on! y by vpaciul · 
arrangor-·ent-. w-r 

~~-· .- .-,-:_-,:-:_:i~--

j_iJ<.r//J:iaiiif!iiiie/:?~ i.~j);,;;:._ 

Rec•d l:.f;55 p.r'. 

ai; tnpp;i .to be l!bl<.J to ·ropoyt tl'nt. approximately: 

J.J55 poraono ba:U.noo. ot tt•~' r'Un,~nd.an- Jertl! i.ri cni~p 

I,)XIirj{im~laon ro;rt wuTrl i*itzerf:and dcU-ing night o£ •. 
.. 

Docenbor 6 to 7 liaVi.ng crosoed riont1,cr nt, st. ;.\arg~~th6n.~ 
71·.ey oru at prenmrt teuporai1.l;r bousou r:t:fnr st~ noll •ri1der 

WIDDI.E 

RH 

u1ea ChawiCe{.(!;,i' thct i;Q~·fy)'Abraham3·.ID, Ao~rm4nn1 :Ak!&in, Uolm, 
tl'ury, ·p-..lJloi.a, vri.edioan, oaaton, U<Jiinl, Marke, I!AJuwn, uoCorMack 

Pohle, !Iiles 
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WAR-DERARTMENT 

Q~t:'ICE OF: TJ:-Jf::: Gfii~EF Q~ STAFF 

- CIVILAF:_FAIRS_DIVISJON 

WASHINGTON 25 

I!Oil1t--
5 i:ecember 1944 

· i~~-~:-_J:oh_l~"--7;.~ -PeJll·~-i-· 

lk) 

- Execi.>._tJve-J>i.i:e<rtor~ -
Wa r• Refugee'-Boatd;-' 

_;::~i!i{}~;~17ct';p~f i<lie Pr~s}d.int~- ·;;- h~l'>:<.Jclf:E _ __ _ _ 
· ;.,i>/>v:'•'~ /;ale / Jf'~U .. 

_ With further refE)renbeJ to your-letter of_ 
Kpvember 16, 191J4 ~ Mr. )lcCloy, concerning,possible 
movement of--8_000 Hungarian Jews ·through Switzer-la.nd, 

• _I nov:. enclose-a copy of r.lAT 435,
1 

_dated 4d)ecember 1941-~. 
TJ-.is indicates that AF.aQand _UN'J<RA representatives in 
Italy M'tfl agreed .to hold; the Ph__i:!,ippaville Ca')lp in·­
JI.lger~a- in r_eserve for em~fgencies: such e.'s n-.ay>be _pl~e-
Sen~~(f-_by, ~his-~_gro~~-- ~ f_~~liunr;~.~iall_- refugees.-~- ·- ., ·-

- • The last pill;<\gra]Jh of the ritessi0e refers to co-
ordination v;ith.SHAEF regarding- tre.nsportation across 
~'ranee and into-Algeria, 

Sincerely, 

,/ 
J, H. HILLrRING, 
J,!ajor General, 

DireCtor~ Civil Affairs Division~ 

44;~~y/~~ 1 Inci: HAT 435 

"THIB DOCUMENT CONTAINS IRl"ORMATIOli 
AFFECTING !IUI> NAT~·1N.\L 1JJ!l,'l!:N3i!: OF ·fdB 
0~1 T!,.U STATE~ Wl Ttull :rus '· >AN l iiG OF T'lE 
F~ I _ :AGE 1.'· , U. S,_C, 50: ~l <tni 32, .'l'Hl! 
TflA,, <1"-;JS.UN Q] THID.REV•:!,L"' ; ~• 11'3_COII• 
TENTS IIi ANY MANNE3 '1")' I U::AUriiU!UfuW . ' 

:PERtlOH IS ~BOHlBl'N:D-'" LAW," 

Colonel, GSC, 
Executive , 

. .,;. ---



<---.:=-_ -· . 

--\, 

3~ WAR DEPAR1J~1Efff~ 
cLI:\'L_.;lF"!Eo -•MEssA:Gt-et::NTE.t( 

·a Q T.9.'1,' 

l"RIORITY 

•-;Jt~f-D\3par tme:P:t"~;'';:''<~c·~c:;;,-. 
-- - .-- -- ·-,_-- ~ 

--N1~: ·: F'K 63()j)t ·• ···?~,;,1iik; 

To AGHAR fol' ccs f'or-IJGAG repeated f~r ·iritormati~n 
to Central Di_str_ic t UK ~ase Section London -for Br11;:Lsl:! .. Chief's 
or~ Staf'f' and HQ COMZONE_ Nain ETQUSA _signed Wilson F1Cb30ll+ 
cite FHGEG this .is I<UIT lf-3!) rem:> l·/X 66772, -TAM 362. - -

.. - '·'/' 

- 1 •. It h:;!,~ bi;l~~ agreed by UNRRA Liaison representative -
• ... ,9.-qd• b-y, J-Iugh J1;1ckson, speoial:-represe~tatt'.[e UNRRA •no~1 here·.;. -·­

that Phillppeville camp ))e used to ineet _ ewergency needs. s.iiiih • 
•'-S 'Ghat created by possible mo~ement· of 'Hungaria,.~ .J_e1~s. 

2. UNRR!I has not yet take.ll. re~pons:Lbilit'yfqr any 
Italian camps, 1ihich cannot, :l.n any case hold. additional 
8,000 displaced persons unless all presentYugoslav and 
other occupants evacuated, 

3. Further study requlred of:pziactlcability of bringing 
large groups of. displaced persons into. Italy in vie1~ of 
present conmiittments respecting repatriation of' Italians 
f'rc>m Greece and other countries; .as well a.s care of' displaced 
persons coming 'to Italy ae~ a result o.r mil! tary operations 
and e<Jacuatlons. · ·- · · · 

. ~ . . 
4. Remainctel' of Fedhala popula'Gion, numbering 234 

·now at Philippeville and contemplatetha·!; such persons would 
in futurebe sent Philippevllie exceptwhen·expediency or 
necessity dictate use oi' Fedha.la.. It has been urged that 
Fe~ha~a camp also be held in reserve ~and understand that 

CM-IN-4238- (5Dec44) 
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Ul'HRA Will_ do ·sa. 

~). SH.,-~~.EF has been prJ7is~d a.nd he ~Jill coo:rdlna.te 
p · 3P..S ~rL ·ch them. 

End 

).'J' ... _.'":."!'!. ~ .,.~ r ~~-""":·:::/• . ~ ~"' !.~·! ~-,r-~)')~-

[~2JLf-. -":~~~~~:E ~} 

non uu~ 5200.9 (9/27/58} 

AC'HON: CCAC 

HlFO CC /S, J\SF, OPD, G-2, Adm:tral King, r.fzo ll!cC loy 

CM··IN-4238 Is Dec 44) 0052Z m/m 

COPY No. 
Gi 

THC MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 

\ 
.\ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

) 
~/OFFICIAL:- BUS-I~ESS 

.~ ... 

TO: 



.pr- .. t ,.-'<- .. : ....... -.·- ( __ ,_1 -::'· -,,-:· ·-· .. "-;. 

RETURN_THIS RECEIPT I,MlviEDIATELY T6: 

-;~~.Y\. ~~f AI~:- ~t1¥l~Vjt.; 

__ .. /)~ :-:-~-~~~-~!;;rn~m ri-~t-6, 

Serinl No.} 0 501!5 
File No. -,-------------------,----------- --------------------------··------------
or Subject 

lf Addressee: 
li. Mr. Johri W. Pehle, Exec Dir., War Re ea 

·.;'"" 
_- ----~~--~---~-~~-~~~------ ------ ----~-----~~~~ .,. 

. Date -----~-§--~~~-~!9.~1!----------'--~------~ 
with:·.,.,:. __ ,:~ .. -~ ... : ........ -""":: .. ioclosure(s) . 

--~------:~~-~--,~'-~:.:.~do~sertl~nt(s)\. 
• .i 

~
'i .Board, Bm. 21!Sfr linin Treatim-'y. NoTE.--llhcct 2 (addrcssco's copy) to·be retained oi'' addressee. · :· _. · · · ·.· 

;g~··_:··~~-·-~~~-~_-a-~-E:x:ec::.O:f:f:1:ce::o:f:P~-r•_e:s:1:de::nt:::::::::::~~(D·U~P~L~IC~A~~~E~·)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·-~]···~--~--·,_~~---_.·-,·. w: D., A. G. 0. Fonn No. 9'JG, 16July UH3(Scc AH ~~). CLASSIFIED D!)CUr._IE~T.!iEC~~~,'f. ·16--30304-l lJ 
. " ~~ . . . . : .. . .,; : }'/. .. :.·.- ,:-;,' -~· .-. -· . . . . .. ' 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

oFFicE: oF tHE A.ssisTANT sEdRETARY 

WASHINGTON-, o·.c.-

_ '/!~~ c~'! ~~k'C·3f-- :t_c_· ~cc-~~1":;- --~QVi~B~ b~ :~a~lco·-ft_tl}.-(_;t1v~_ "J.I_:rti·~~~ 
'Cc'l':t"t·~~~k;;~~i)~oat~~~c~12'~ihl~!T,~,;:~ ~::~rl~("if,~;:~;.~~!· ~{:~d 

i~~~gm:Ji:€~'~g;;g:;:i::~;;r~~~;~~g:~b-
tin;:::'Gion. ~ihen :1:~eply :'t..S- r_ece_ivecl i'ror,l -;~llO '.!.1hna~or =-- .<Jhall 
oJ? cOu.rse l;o ·:l~H-l -Go ::wtii'y -~rpu. 
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NOV 1 r:. 194J~ 

Dear Mr. J.!cCloyt 
~iii 

, ~~he ·f9llolring i!Pthe !!Ubstatti::e · gf a J~es11age r<liaeiv~dU'rciin' 
McClelland, ·;var Refugee representativec iit: Bern, SWitzeriandi · 

- -·-· __ _ 

. . . . . . - --. - I 
"The Swiss .recei veli a massage from their Legation- iii Budapest 

on the 27tp of Octobor which stated that an agreement had been 
arrived at .between the Governments of Germany and H1mgary according 
to which the emigration of about 8,000 Jaws from Hungary would soon­
be authorized and that by the -15th of November this would have to 
be carried out, !leans of transportation to the frontier :of Switzer-' 
land ;rould be furnished by the Germans and the Hungarians~ 

"The Slde~ Political D"partment on -the 3l'st o-f October in-, 
structed its legation in Budapest that these refugee! would be 
received in Switzerland, this instruction following approvBl by 
Federal Co~mcil and in order to of.faet any possible -use by the 
Germans or the HIUlgarians of lack of readiness on the part of the 
Swiss as·an excuse not to allow these people to depart. The de~ 
cision was in line with assurances which in A-t}guat were given to 
us. 

"All pertinent information with regard to documentation, com­
position, and ultimate destination of the group was requested 
urgently by wire of the Swiss Legation in Budapest on the 28th of 
October and again on the let of November, since it is not clear 
whether all of the s,ooo are holders of Palestine certif1cates, or 
whether only a part of them hold such ~ertificatas. 

•November l conversatione with Chiaf of Federal Police and 
with representative for relief and refugee affairs of the Political 
Departmant reveal that the Swiss are concerned esriou11ly regarding 
the practical difficulties llhich ere 1n:volved in receiving and 
houeing a group of thie size, even temporarily, at such short notice. 
SWitzerland hae received more than 251 000 new refUgees during the 
paat aix weeka1 they pointed out, (ohietly women and children from 
Valdoaaola in Italy and from the combat aonen in France) while, on 
the other hsrid, only 81 000 people have departedt- 2000 Frenoh civ­
ilians and 6000 military eeoapeee. It would be difficult to solve 
the problem of fuel, blankitte, and housing euffic.i~~ t() j)roperly 



_-;~ 

-~~·-·· 

-2-

take care of 8,000 people in winter; in addition; many of the refu;_ 
gees may be clothed inadequately. Accordingly; the _Swiss are anxious 
that steps be taken as soon as possible-for the evacuation of such 
liungarian refugees. The practicability of furnishing Swiss trains 
for the transportation at once to l&lrseilles-or to some other French 
seaport of all those who are eligible for _emigration -to Palestine is 
being looked into by the Swiss. Therefore, it would be wise if the 
board at once could study the problem of obtaining one or more· ships 
for Palestine; in addition, the Swiss wollld appreciate any efforts 
which could be made toward evacuation to North· Africa or. some other 
terri tory of Aloilied choice of all or a part 9i ·those who are.-not ' 
destined for P ,J.eirtine.. -. · -- · - · 

-·0Radio 1ludapestr evidentLy··re\Tersing- the<c!eci,Siori _wh:j.cll:.·waa __ 
repori:edlll October 'U, telegram i'r'om tl\e Legation; 'rep-eated several 
times during· the.. evening of the ·.29th of OctobQr and-,tha morning ·or ·' ·-
.the JOt!;_ of Octpber, instructions addressed to. all J!ungarian··authori-
ties, the army, and the police, to the effect thc.t protective docu_-
ments or foreign passports should be respected and that future _Jewish 
holders of suc!i documents should not be sent to compulsory labor 
service; and, in addition, th"t rights of extraterritoriality should 

-be o;njoyed by foreign Consulates, Legations,' and p:r•eliJi?es. of TCRC. 

11 Now it seems probable that the majo):'ity_of the 50,000 male_· .. 
Jews reported as being deported as bbor are b~ing· sent to_ western 
Hungary for work along the Austro-Hungarian · border, ·on -:fo~ti fica.:.-_ 
tiona there. \· · · -

11It is very difficult to believe that the release of 81000 
.J ems has suddenly been decided upon in vieW o:f the.,recent intensified 
anti...Jewish stand taken by the Szalassy regime as well as the consis­
tent re:fusal of the Germans to allow the departure of even the 
initial group of 2,000 holders of Palestine certi:ficates. 

'~Ye will keep you informed with reference to this ll!B.t.ter." 

If the refugees mentioned herein should reach -8\Yitzerlimd, it may 
be necessary that they be removed therefrom promptly. I think it' wise­
that the app~opriate divisions of the War Department and Army be advised 
of this possible need for transportation and accommodation. A copy of 
¥£Clelland's messabe has also been sent to ~~bassador Kirk, the Uriited 
St?tes Politicsl,Adviser in Italy. It has been Suggested to Ambassador 
Kirk that the t:NRRA representatives and G-5 sections might wish to give 
informal preliminary consideration to this matter. 
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Any comments that you may wish to:make ·on this matter: will be 
appreciated. 

.:,_-: 

.. . 
'l(r. John J • MCCioy) ·· 
Assistant Secretar,r of War, 
Washington, D. c . 

very truly yours, 

.J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director' 

62 j) /) . 'I,(J;:l. 
n;a;cfl4~ LA:hd 
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TO a 

transmittlld •. 

J.merimm J.<(:lg&.tion, oorn 
Secx-etacy of stat<il1 iiashinc;ton 

~-.: . : - · .. 'fl~~ieG ~o$.veil <IJ~ella!iiie troro:thtd.ri.egat:l.i>n'irt 
fulde})ost ·on tha 27th or iJntobor v!li~ch iitat.lid tlu.'t. m1 o..f1r.o~nt · . 
hl!d ~'"'m· ~>l'I'i veil n:t between the CovorJ!meut~> Qi'-Gortlrov liil<:f · · · .· 
ilulliJlU'f aocordfn:i t,O which the· e.~1~rot.ion of <iboUt• tl,OOO Jewe . 
from llWlf,acy· would soon b., autllorilled and th~>t. by the l5th'of 
NovGIIOOrthio would have to he C!lrrif.'<i outl llc!IM oi' tre.ns­
portntton to tho frontier of <.'ilit~Jurlnntl w'>uld be furnished by the 
Oer11Wlt. and the llungo.rlana •. 

'.the Stdsa Politiclll l)Qpwtlnent on the )lat. of oct­
,ob>.sr instructed its legation ill wdapost. that t.lume· rotu.geos 
wo\tld·be reot<ivod in llwitziu-land, this inl!t.roction follidng 'c: 
approvnl. by fed<'ll'&l i.!ouncil and in ornc:r tO oi'fat)t. aey pOBFiibl&-· · 
WIG by the Clorman8 or the Hungar.I.Ms or lacJ( of rcndineao on tho . 
part of thn Jwias all an o.;u:uao mt to l.lllVif ~tiese proj)lc to def.>urt, 
'i'he deoiaion was in Uno rdth Mourancn which in Au,uet. were 
given to UB (see tnoSGa.!!6 dated Augunt l2 from tho Leg&tion1 
1iUmbcr !i248). ' 

All port:lnont inf'ol'll\1\t:\.on with rG;;!U"'i to 
documentation, compou1tion1 ll.ll<l ultilrll)tG dest.inntion of tho group 
wes N-:tuestod urgently b1 'lliro of thl.' flwioe Legation 1n &Ida­
pest on tJte 28th or October end ll8.tdn on the ll!t or Novembor, 
e1noe it .ln not clear wh<lt.her ull of tho 111000 AI'G holders of 
Paleatil'lu oortit'ioateo1 or wllet.her onl¥ a pnrt of thorn mld 1Juch 
cert.Uiaatea. 

Nuvembor l oonve:raa.ti.ol18 Tlit.h Ghii!f of I'odoral 
l'olice and with rei>reoent.ativo tor reliet and refll8eo a.fte1ra oi' 
tho ]'olit.iclll. Depa.rtlllent rwolll. that the SWiae nrc ooooerned 
.lleriouel,y roaardillB the practical dif.tioultiee which aro in­
valvod in roceivinc tmd llOwdfiC a t:f'OUl' of tlds eiu, oVl'ln 
t811p0ra:ril,y 1 a~ such ahort Mtice. Swit.t~erllln.i lw.s received more 
than 251000 nw refugou during tho piV:It oix neekn, thor point.ud 
out, ( obi!)fl,y 'I'IOillCR &nd Childl'flfl i'ro.11 VeldGSIIOll\ in Ital.1 111¥1 fl"'OO 
the combat zones 1n ?ranee) wldlo1 on the ot.hcr lwv11 onl,y a,ooo 

ld1ee Chauncey (for the ;;cc '1) Abrahn •• "lll0n1 i.cl<ll!'llll11l11J _J\k111in, Cohn1 ll&'IU)'1 
JJuBoio, Frledlnan1 Gaoton, llodol, L$aacr, t<nrk111 ·lJ.annon;·McCol'!llllck, :Pehla, Fiba~.. 

DECt.A~!SIFIEIJ·· " .. 
state no.,t. I.dt<or. J·~r~ 1 9 1972 

By R. H. Pnrko Dn\6~ . 
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people h.:.ve depnrted1-. 20\10 French civillan.s t.md 60()(): mill t'ar;r 
oaae.peoo. ;t would im dif.t'iault. t<:> ·,mlve-the 1-lmb:la:o.:.<>f':fU~) 
bls.nkot-s, a.u£1 housin.:? a_ifficinnt. to -pt-o}ie_f.lY- :tffi.~e-=Oli'l'"iLOf- ~a,OQ9 
poople in wintol'J in tldd.i.tion1 ·r.mn;r or thu . .retugMsm!ly .be clothtld 
ioodeqnatoly. Accordingl;i, tho ~A'IillB are ~uou:it that l.!t'i\p;e h<J taken 
as ooon as jlO~Giblu -for ti~ ova~~~J~~on of_, t:mCh~Hun,adrl~n -refu-'~eG~-. 
Tho practicablll ty of i'tmrl:!'h.i.ng ::.wiqiJ t.roJnl.! l'>:<r tli''· t;r:;,"~f.'<>!'j,~ 
tion .s.t ortor: tiJ i~arsoillos or to S(Ji.W .Othf.-i;r f:r~n!.!}l sQr.~.r;~n·t ,}f all 
thooo. who are_ ,;lig:ibla 1'or <>•:tl.lfr.ntion to i'ale!$tih<LJ.s t,;,itig lookod 
into by t\1a i>wias •.. Therefore, it wou.ld bo t;i:;o H" t!m board at once 
could titlU!y th>1 ·pt'oblo."l of· oht!J.inirl!i on•l or rc>":>ro nhiP•' fot'. ·· 
Palostinej 5:n ni\d1l;ion, the $vlia6 ;muJ.ctofi{>J}l'<iM.C~tO an;r (rrfortB 
which GOUld· b<i- E<ldO · i;.;'HJU'd OV&Cttllti;.,lyo to f~:.rth Afrlcv.: OK liO,.,j,j 

~·· · ot.o.ber t~n~rltor)r oi' ·ir.l'l.ied chofr!e of t.u: tir-11 part. !>f thi.;se wttQ , 
-r\r~ rn_t. d&J:it.in.:!~.tt.-rf~r·"~~~e.~tiJ"C~.-: - · - - -

. . 

. . i';ruiio il\laaptmt1- av.iAatitly ol'GVo1;,:ini; :th" ,\e•;ision 
whiuh.wm> r•cport.ed in Parngr'nj)ll 1 of Gctobo.-.~!4 tclet:rm:. fl,U! 
th" l.cgr,tt<.m1 ~-iwuber 7049, repented several t:l.rn<ia durillfl tlie 
evmliJJ& o£ !;lw 29th of October and tha morning of th<'l JQtll of 
October, inetruction.n nddressed w ill Hung<il'ian nr.t.lmd.llea1 
tho arnw, and tho pollee, ·to too effect th~<t pr~tenttve dot:aht<mts 
Qr fol'!lign pUDeport.o !lhould be respected and that i\1ture 
Jewich holdoriJ of r.uGh documontu ah,uld nut: be soot to co<<'i­
pullloi1 .labar sorvirwj nnd1 in addi~ion1 t!mt Mt;hts of®<­
tN.to!rdtoriillty ahou.ld bo •mjoyod by f.orai{:1d!on$Ul>lt»!f;i 
Legations~ and prtlfniaoa of I~W~\ · 

Now it rwema probable othnt tho majorley of tlw 
501000 male Jews reported ae being dq>orted M .lllbar (ace 
11Glllffiliil f'x·om th<l Legation dated l)etohl'lr 25r Nu.n)lor 7000) LU'I!l 
boin,:: eent to weat.arn lluncar-J for worl~ ru.ol'\rr tho AMtro-HungarJtm 
t>.n·urn·, on forti.i'icatir.ma there. · · 

n ia voey diff.lcult to bol1avo that the roloase 
of 8,000 J(q•;s lmiJ suddenly hr,um dec:ided U[>On in view o!' tho r~ 
cent inl.inni.fied anti-Jcvlish ntund tl.lkatl by the Szal.MIIY rc:~gimo 
ne well <-ll the oonshhnt rarueol of' tho (;ormnns to aUow the 
depar-ture or oven tm. initial gNup of. ::21000 holdars or 
r$~aatina certificates, 

i<e niU lteep you informed ¥11th l'(d'urenco to this 

Hr.llft!50ll 
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Note: on composit.iun and conU:.tion ci' -1672 refugees froni BB 

"Exchailgeen fro:n BB ~·:ere in state of acute_ under~bu!i~hl:nent, ihree 
Iiavin;i:; died durinb tneir 3tay Iler&. I I1ave _6~c-rjr- te·a~'?I?- ,tO --_b~li8ve_ ·thifi -
~d~ua1.ion is i'ar ircm CO!~fictE:i to BB but co~on--t_O :~11 <.ierlnaD. _conC8n1?ra ..... 
tion ~~n_t,:s ::.n: i:!eJc-_·i_,t:f: \"Ivr~ comp8.llieS.!1 

(744 from Bern) 

11All C:.b0S anu soCi_c:....1. · t.!~ .. .:.B~i.:o5 u::ct:: r~pre;s~nfteci ~lthouc:h, perce·r~ta.g~ of· 
iat.:::·llectuqls a.no_- v!ofessl.::mul_ meri is rclUti~ely hi~h.:- · _'rh8 :ffiaj~~!ity ·ar:~~:-_ 
uillli£aTitiaL ir:c~u.;,.;,_iu:~ ;-L:..!";:.<JIHi -.f!!:Otl ':tre.n~ly~ul:i-8.-=- Who- aCqu.J,:i·-~d Ruroaniarli· ·.::·:-­
ll';.li.itoliali ty- ~~ a_ rcsul:t;;--·or- V iEnrna ·urbittu:tion J)~~ -ihel'e al·e· a.:tso a few 
/olE.;ji -~)~_~y<:<:~ .an~J--YU:r~~~~ys.~---=---__ :i.,: 

11p:l-.! . .. ilt:~P ·:-(-~·'.l,;n-c.::-- i.rr ... Hn~l~d L..l go ~~ P#ie~-lil~:c ~.ome-~s y~uug woi .. kers-_. 
o~1~C!:· :.c -.:1.:.. vf:_~-=:.._:cn J.·lOnf::: t::... v:r ~:·I"OI!linf:nt ~.!lemb~:r.-5_-of-- Jewish. -or~~:uliZi.t.~ons-, 
.~:.ill o• . .:!f::::· t .. join h.:..it::::t.ivei:i eilrt.:l:!.UY :t.he1·e. Mosi oi tnero· hac.l been 
L..s~u:.:eU. L;:.:.t. ti1.,::y w!--ulc. be a;,l!nltteu &.lthough none -Of th~ni actually posse~s 
-?ale:~:ir:(· Ct::l :._.: ic:.: . .-t£s or e·-1uivetlent docwaent. 0l1 other lmnil--.t!uiy all- hOld_ 
d.0Cu.rtEnt~ issuf=d by hun.:;D-~·ie.n Red Gro.;s or an intc·rnn._t.ionB:,l_ Jew~s-n Orgnn.i­
zution ...lt.at.in~ Lht;.'i.. tt fu..:_t:: Liue certifieu.tc in their ·name iu. -uvuiluble _at 
lcil.&..nLul." (;3;dC from Bt.rn) 

_c -- ; • __ --

11Qll AUbUS"L ;2:1 t.f.t.:ce_ n.r-rived in Swit~criuni ;}~6_-0f·_~-5-0o }Judg~i:i~--=-Jew~--: 
t1 i:.I:Sft:.r:c·~d to ct . ..rn.p of Dt:=rt::enbelsen .~ho .. wei~~ to- he: unc~tJU.itionf:LLly .r~l~a.Sed > 

by til~ Gtost~.po •• :frHoSC J.'COple lip,O&ar'-to be j)rincfp!Uly fl'Oill Budapest· and 
KolorN£,r and a1·f" mi.l_ed bl'VU.P of bot.h ;:texes raniing- frOID inO--i-9- 'eTghty-tvo 
in E.r_;t~. ALivww i..~.~ ;~U Vi! G ~.u.vt- l'tLCht>o 0wit:.;~erlar-~.d. Hl:-~ certl.!.in ru.Pbis and 
o:.-r.t 1' :ncmbc::. n 0f t.at· L;l'~t_;..:.uc: . .l. convoy of' 1;;:00 w1tich·-~;.ctua.~~Y turnEd out_ .. to 
r_.t: compu:,e-d of 1..6'-)0 1•f:30U}!.n (S?l'l fror11 Bern) · 





. -k. 

:MEJ.IORANDUJ.! FOR THE FliES 

Major Thomas R. Taylor, Civil Affairs (War EXt.. 6432) 
telephoned today to advise me that under date of January' 31, 1945, 
SHllEF had wired to li:C1ellimd asking him whether the group of 1672 
Hungarian refugees were to be moved out of Switzerland in one group __ 
or in inoramen.ts; l!cClelland also was advised that the channel of-
oonimuni-cation was .from ·SHAEF to G-5, to Ampolad, to Bern. · 

CCAC has _been aQ,yised that SHAEF seiit ·a "foU~-up· to -. _- -
uMoCleUarid ~r date of Februaey 16, 1945/not having b;id ireplj -

to t~e_ mes,age of Jll¥u,ary }lst •. ;. c __ .. - . -_. ·c·,_. ;.;_< :_>_ ... -·-

~jor Taylor suggested ti:lat _the-_ Boafd eabl" ·Moci~lislld. 
advisillg-him of .the. foregoing. · · · · - · · ·· - -· -

ftt 
·--·-



-~_.-. 
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General O'Dwyer, 

Hiss Hodel asked th,,t 

9repare ttis memo for your 

informatio1i: · ·_ 

y. 3:~3 i:lr~ 
3/9/45, 



OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1-!EHORANDU!-! 

\--

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENf~t - -
\_ 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD_ 

WASHINGTON 25, o: C. 

_February 9, 1945 

To: Genelliil 0' Dwyer_ 

.-From: 

--,:- ;:,~ -:~ ..... -

Sub;Jecti Sumrde.ry.ofe~erit~ !eadini "lip .to ll16veD;iint 'a:f .i6i2Htingari~ ·. 
Jews t))rough .S>ritzerland to North.Afri¢8. 

Nover.ber 1, the 11ar Refugee Board' >ras advfsed by Hr. HcClellp~nd 
in Bern that Hungary an.d Germany had agreed to the er.1igration .of 
about 8,000 Jews from Hungary, Until t'lis time, the Germans hB.d 
denied departure of an initial group of 2,000 even though holding 
Palestine certificates, The Board learned from>it 1 s representative 
in Ankara that through the Jewish Agency:repr_esentative in Buda!)est 
exit perrni ts for the 2,000 Palestine certificate holders would be.· 
secured, '.fuia information >ras cabled l:lcClellend asking fpr verifi-·' 
cation and if correct to inform the Swiss GOvernment thatcthe United 
States 11ould do everything possible to seclu'e tlu! progress of. this 
group to Palestine, 

november 10, HcClelland advised tlie Board that the Swiss govern­
ment had no news from their Legation in Budapest. regarding· the de­
parture of the s,ooo but it did appear .that the balance of the 
Hungarian Jewish group from Bergen-Belsen would. soon be sent to Switzer­
land, '.fuis group consisted of approxime.tely 1300 persona, · 

!Tovember 15, the Board cabled Caserta of the po-ssibi-11 ty of -the 
movet1ent of this group of refugees and asked that Governor Cochrane 
of UNRRA and G-5 Section, AFHQ. be advised for their prelimine.ry, in­
formal considera.tion since it might later prove necessary to use the 
Philippeville ca~ in Algeria for these refugees until their entrance 
into Palestine or other Allied countries could be arranged;· 

November 16, Hr. Pehle ~rrote Hr, HcCloy of the War Department 
with reference to the above information and asked. that appropriate 
military authorities be advised, 

November 25, Hr. HcCloy replied stating that the '.fueater was 

being advised that UNRRA had agreed in principle to the reception 

,; -
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and care of this group at an appropriate UNRRA ciurrp arid that arrai1ge'-• 
menta should be made by the military to provide transit to' the group 
through France and across water to bring them to. their ~destination:-

December 5, General Hilldring ~ll'ote Mr. Pehle 't~t lJl!RRA ~repre­
sentatives and AFHQ. in Italy had agreed to hold~ the Philip!leville camp 
in Algeria in reserve for this group. · 

December 7, l!r, McClelland advised the Board that 1355 Hungarian 
Jews from Camp Ouxergenbelsen arrived in Switz~eriand on December~6 and 
7 - crossing frontier~ at~ st. _Hargarethen- and that lhey were housed 
temporarily at st., Gall. (Board cabled McClelland asking,~if thi~s~part ~ 
of 2,000 group referred t 0 e~ly - no conf'i~ati_on~) ~ ~ ~ 

· "·_ Decemb:er 28, Hr:-i.tc.oiepand c!l<lbed that ~elegat,..~oft~e Chief'~i 
Fede!'aJ.~~Polic·e ·had visited :Plae<!_ ~where_ these ·refugees ·are hoiieeif~ ~- It 
was learned th.at all 1:hese J:"efugees intend~ to gO to Palestine. Hos~t 
of thel!l h-ad been as"su.i.·ed ;f admittance though none actually nossessed ~~ 
Palestine~ certiffcates or equivalent documents. HOwever, th"iw'all 
possessed documents stating that a Palestine certificate in their~ 
name is available~at Istanbul. 

January 3, the Board cabled !-!ann in London tha_t in view of the 
report of the Swiss Federal Police effcxts should be made-~~t6 have 'thiS 
~group admitted to Palestine rather than to. Philippeville and-asked 
that this matter be taken up with the British' immediately; -

January 3, Hr. Pehle again wrote 1-!i~ McCloy indicating that -
the Swiss authorities were pressing for immediate evacuation of~ this 
group and that the Philippeville camp mi~1t have to be used while en• 
deavoring to obtain the accuracy of a report that thEl~h!<d been promiSed 
admission to Palestine, . · 

January 12, HcClelland reported the Swiss had expressed hope-that 
pending reply from London regarding permission of this group to enter 
Palestine that arrangements might be started for transit to France-
this trip being necessary regardless of their Ultimate destination, 
Palestine or North Africa. Also informed the Board~ there was an omission 
by the Swiss officials with regard to the number comprising the group. 
They now desire to include the first Hungarian·Bergen-Belsen convoy 
which consisted of approximately 320 persons - making the total 1672~ 
rather than 1352 as first reported, If necessary the Swiss offered to 
furnish trains for transportation to the Francy port of ~embarkation, 

January 16, Hr. Pehle wrote J.lr, McCloy, incluc1ing the abov_e 
information and stated that, in view of necessity to evacuate this 
group from Switzerland as soon as possible, a decision had been reached 
to move the entire group to Philippeville pending final decision re­
garding their destination. l'.r. Pehle asked that SCHAEF be advised 
and asked to make necessary arrangements for transportation. Gov. 
Lehman was also advised of this decision and asked:that arrangements 
be made to receive the group·at Philippeville. 
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February 9, the Board was advised by Stale that arrangim!ents 
for the movement had been made- only-detail to-be decided_ was 
whether the entire group should be moved: at one time,-_.Jloth UNRRA 
and the War Department are in agreement that the group will be 
moved to Philip:peville and transportation will be available for 
them 10 to_l5 daye after arrival at ~mrseilles, JDC-will_be con­
sulted CO!lcerning cost of maintenance while in J.!nrseilles~ 

- ~ 




