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Australia 

Canada 

costa Rica 

Dominican~­
- Jlepubli.c 

1U Salvador 

Guatemala 

Honduras_ 

~ 1ficara,_:ua 

Paraguay 

!'eru 

Portugal 

Spain 

Ho. o£ 
CHILDRBl{ 

150 

1,000 

1,6oo 

1,000 -
2 000 -

~:- L ~ • 

500 

100 

100 

50 

100 

100,000 
families 

50 

300 

500 

CONDITIONS 

Provided all cost borne 
by -~ Refugee Board 

Provided all cost borne 
by \~ Refugee Board. 

Prefer Fr:"ench and Belgian 
nationality. 

Rl\.,j 'i>RENCE -

Airgram 66 - 2/24/44 

nemorandum o£ conversation, 
dated 2/15/44, between R.A.G. 
Robertson, Department of Ex­
ternal Affairs, and American 
Ml.nister. 

A1rgrant#390 -- 6/16/44-

cable JJ240 :.: 5/i9/44 

Airgx:ain 1116 - 4/lJ/ 1+4 

Despatch #15Jl: 5/4/44 

Despatch #1104 ~ 5/15/44 

Polish and French national- ,\irgram 165 - 4/2:]/44 
ity. 

French or Belgian 
nationality 

cabl~ #271 °- 5/5/44 

Despatch #2093 - 5/13/44 

cable #666 - 6/28/44 

Despatch /f494 - 5/lo/1.4 

Cable #2479 - 7/15/44 

Total. 5,8,s§l children plus 100 families, 



New York Post­
AUG 22 1944 

:&iss~-
To Admit·~ 
Refugee I 

~·~(#tildr.en r 
. I The Swiss government today 

opened 1ts borders to the chil· 
_ dren of war-tprn countries aml 

announced that any c}J.ild undel 
14 will be admitted without pass· 
ports or permits, according to a 
Berne radio broadcast heard here 
by NBC. 

The young refugees, the an· 
nouncernent said, may remain in 
Switzerland until it" is safe for 
them to return home, and; m~Y 
enter from France, Italy or Ger-­
many. They will be cared for· by 
the Help for Children sectiOn of 

I
, the International Red Cross. Ad· 

1 ditional funds are noW being 
1
raised by public subscription. 

Previously the Swiss provided 
, three- month "vacations'' ~om 
'wa~to thousands of refug.ee· liil­
. dre , but this practice was · an­i do ... d suddenly on Aug. 6 o this 
yea without explanatiOn. Ai the 
present time, however, the Swiss 
are caring for many French chil­
dren evacuated from war zones. 
Exempt Distinguished Jews 

At the same, time the puppet 
Hungarian government"' which 
was vigorously attacked by the 
_U. S. and Great Britain for adopt­
~ng Nazi racial policies, today ex­
empted from certain anti-Jewish 
laws, Jews who had "distinguish­
ed. themselves" in the fields of 
science, art or economics. 

A wireless message to the con· 
trolled Hungarian Press from 

1 MTI, official Hungarian news 
agency, and reported h~re ·by the 

:FCC, said that all cases. of 11CX· 

I

I emptloos" woul.d be-submitted to 
Regent Horthy lor decision. 

· A group of 320 JCwJsh men, 
women. and children who were 
the 1irst permitted to leave Hun-
· gary when that- government re-

l lax~~!ts ban against the~111ig. ra.· 
tion of ·certain catego es of 
Jew (has_ reached.~as.e, )wltzet:· 

.

1

1 Jan the ~wtss .. Telegraph g. ency 
rep ted today, for ·tnt nmcnt 
In ~ .refugee cain~~ Basic •.. __ 
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SWITZERLAND OPEN 
Ta-YOONG OHIWREN 
Welcome Is Extended to Those­

Under 14 Fleeing War in_ 
France and-Germany 

Children under 14 years old in 
France, ItalY and. Genliany whose 
lives are- "threatefiea. by' militarY 
developments" are _being- admitted· 
freely .to' S~tz~rl_and, ac_~qrdiJ.!i to_-.­
a B~rne-rad1o announcement -heard' 
he-re yE!st~rday by National Broad.;. . 
casting Company monitors. . 

1 In a French language· broadcast 

I, from Switzerland ~eard ~Y-United 
States Government- monitors, it 

J was reported further that 1,250 I 
refugee children from Paris and 
Lyon and 150, from Marseille had 

. arrived "safe a~d well" in Haute­
Savoie, FranQe. 

"The Swiss Government lias let, 
down immigration bars ·for child 
victims of the war," NBC ,quoted 
the broadcast as declaring, "Any 

, child under 14· can Cross· the .Swiss 
f border from France, ltaiy or Ger· 
!many at will if he ·feels hi~· life· 
threatened. The peri~d of refuge 
will last until return is safe." 

Expenses for care of the. c~ildreil 
.vill be borne by the Help the Chn-­
:lren section of. the International 
R.ed Cross, supplemented by pub~ic 
lUbscriptlon, the anouncement de-. 
~Jared. Previously the Swiss Red 
:!ross has been able to bring about 
10,000 children a year into the 
~ountry for stays of six weekS .to 
:h"ree months. These children, who; 
~arne 10,000 at a time, were na­
:ives of France, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Yugoslavi.a, ·alt!J.Ough 
Jafe passage for ·many 'Children 
from the last three countries wAs. 
almost impossible to arrange,· it 
was reported. · · , 

Chosen either by"~tors 
or~ors in their -own· coun­
tries, the children heretofore ad-· 
mitted to Switzerland had been be­
t.WP.Pn R Stnrt 1?: 

- ~--~ 



.~,.~ew York Post 
· NUV 28 1944 .·. 

Jewish OrphaM in Swlberland 
lavlied to Relllri to fr111te 

. l'arls, Nov. 28 CONAl - ,Th~ 

m;
ch government has notifiet 

Je "sh organizations that Jewi~ 
dren . of foreign nattonallt: , 

. ;~~e 'i'i~~ ~;r~e~~~lt-' 
ted to France regardless. of their I 
citizenship. _Many of these chil· 
dren have been orphaned and .will 
have il9 Jrrunedi_C!_te~ relativ~, to 
who!Jl to return. ~ · · -. 

- .-.~-. 

--.-· 

' 

I-r 
i 
i 



-Toa .Ill'~ aeor., t:. \v~ v' 

·. Frail Dr. J. s. ~ecllwl 

AUG8 M 

Pal'eUant to our recm CODYer~t1CIIl1 I all nla!tt!Jig to JOil 
a ollll0l"8te ~~Ugp~~tlon ae to haw Cubl oan aoat efteotiw]¥ a8111llt 1D 
the retupe JII'IIPilll• 

On Mq 22Dd Snretal7 Hall WOI'IIIId the Amerioall-Allluaador 1D 
Cuba that "the War RetugM Board baa 3ut beo Woraed bT the Jo!Jlt 
D1etr1but1GD CCIIDi~ that it 18 prepared to preDtee the lla1Dteilanoe . 
ot 1,000 oh11dftD a. ... ~~q bo lldllitted to Cuba." Mr. Bra4ea wae 
also SlltOl'MII that tble 8UIIftD\H 1IGIIl.d be made eft~tiw -~-a · 
weltare p&"O&ftll, UJIIlv the ll'a8p1cte• ot tba Ba111ma~o1Dt ReU.et ec.aittea. 

Vader date ot Ju1¥ 17th linda.,--addl'eeaed the SeoretarJ ot State 
ae toll.olra 1 · 

~ 
J.AbrahuiaGDIOBI 8/2/44 

/J/. _- F ~~•-. ~-+ .. ~ 
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· ~ }P:a~;;;:f~~}j~[~~!~H~~:~~J~~~t: ;,~~~~:i~~~~~~:f~~~O!~:t~944' . 
· •..::-nt-{-_J. &•.:: ~~iti.erlhlld on -r)r ~:.l~e:l·~ ~ru~il~!ry 1,- -l~LJ/*. 

~ ~;~J ;.Tlt'~~:~~-:~rrr~~~~~~~;c~~~~e:~~~~~~~r~t~: ~;!i~;:~~~r;i~~en, 
J.~mlory i-,1.")41;, only. b.it"N<Jen '/00 and _l,GvO could lm consiliert;d· 

. 11,; d1.;ibl» for ·:i•>•w i.s autllol'i:zed by ·tho~ Dcpnrtmeiitt ~ N,£~ b'.ll. • .­
·uudor rcft-rutlC£:. 'lho recoLuuond~t.ion. wn.$_. nt;,je t!:lit tfu.~·~rcstriCtion 
ret;!!.n!iuc_; tLC de t.e of-=-~n~_ij.- ~H: :· romoVet:.t -{:~.u-(r~ t-h<~ t_ --'-viia.tS: bt:·~ -·lit_a:d,t} -· ~ 
n\~:!:.~le.:ble ·tJ-v alJ. -~U~lifie~ _cl_1ildr:~m- ~nd~r--_di~teen:-y9i1ro- Of~~lltic~ 

Tt:e ~1ollni ,_._~t:.'-:6-ti~notl- t.he ~~.i;viabp.lllt.y =-g_r -auch n~t1on an-u uo 
i.J::'vi7.t:d i t.u i c,:.rr;:;\:nt::~tivC --i.n- .t:·J~_ Dep..irtL"leJlt 1 t1 ~fl.ble No. ~iJ~). 
-:!hi.br.\ June .L), i•J44,_ w DT..·l-n.- r:r:e LBtit>.t.ion'!! c&bla Ho· "i-;.297, 
'"'''~fid ju.ly 6, lW .. J.., l:·eplhd, i:.;niever, in pet·t, that) "Tho belief 
J.,h••t ar,uurunce &. group oi" rciug.ie. chil<inal_!lould n•Jt. lltoy in 
::;wit~ci·lai!d ·~hen· the war iu vvu1; W~'lulri enc·ow;_age-- t~o S"«i;..\S ~o 
<.<dolt addition&l ~.dult r<'f"U,;Bos motlv!lt.t.d our su;>geation, con­
taium~ lti L.;;_;,,t.ion' e roen11age- of .ll&y 16, Number '.)107, to_ tho· 
effect k •. t .;,ur Unltud St."-tee lmmi.,ratlon visas be ll!lld6 accosiliblu 
to·ull eliglbl<i r<>fU£"" ohilur<ill in S"itl'erluni.i at t)lis time, 
n'tr.~j:'- t.llan limo.t.in:; via"o t ... tb-):se wr.o ho.V& tmtere<1 cc,untry. since 
Jnmwry 1.• · 

In tnt• l.i.;ht of"t;·.il> 1ht"ora .. tivnl und of t.''"' !lt.F.tllm"nt. con­
-~uiqcd in t.h'-' LtJ,:~<tlon's cubl& Uo. 1.5')0, d .. ted July ~15, l'JJ.4, thut 
t;;e "total nulilbcr uf vitmll L.sued under thu px•escnt autllvrb~tion 
·oJ.ll ;:rob"b~ not exo.,ed fivt. hundred,_ Lllll Bo~>rd rllcownondp that 
Lhe uopartnent authorize its conaular officor·11 in switzerlum1 to 
iDBue ilil•I~it:rntion visruJ to all ollj~iblc rei'ugu; clllldx·un llithout 
1''-' 1~!lrd to tbe dlite of .their ent.l')' into tlli-.t cOUOtl')'o lt. io lllflO 
rfJcow•ond<Jd ·- ttill t. a silll1lur alllendtoent. be made to.· t,,e inutructi<ma 
to cCJr.sulil_l' officers in s.;-•dn and l'o1·t.ugul wbo ure px•asently 
au"thoriz_ed to iasue up to 1,000 Villus to. ;;\l.n!.ii].cd cilildr.:>n in 
tt.o:u· countrielii · .. 

Y&tandishaar 7/19/1.4 
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WAR REFUGEE BOARi:F, 
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~eplyii~g L~i;atio~' S 4297 ~ _ :.:fUl~r-; -6 __ ,-_:B~~:t{- :~~ -- X:~q\l~Sting Depfi.rtm~nt 
of- _S:Lc..tl;: to . a~thor~ze _C?!lS~ult:r off;:!-c~rS _ Swi tzet~~t~~d --~-? -ips~e i~ie;i;_:t~On 
visas t_o all eligible -refugee children without regard Ciate of_ entry­
into _-th&.t:::c9u~1try. Nb qtheli_-_ch~!Xlge·-in;_c;onditions set forth in nepa.rt:­
m8rit ~ s--89~; li"i.rir~h ).8·-~ is _contefnplaie·4-~ 



_::__~ .-

-Replying Legation's 4297, Jul.y 6, Board is requesting Department 
of state to authorize consular offioere.Switzerland to iaeue iuigration 
visas to lill eligible refugee children Without regard date of entry 
into that country. -No- othe.r _ chl\.nge,_in conditions set forth in Depart-
mer.t.•a .8911 -llarch l8t is -!l()I!templat!!d• · -
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- · o-·~·'";rov;··a.ft<intioil t~ ~><Ued t0 the fact thsd;- t{,o u,.~cial 
0.uthgri:w.tbrui ~Jont; t.o Aroui'lcan coilfluull' offlcerf.l ih 
t1fit~"rlund.1 Sr!lin,- nnu Po:rt~G[i.1. --t~;; issue- .bf.~1i!rati¢n --vl~iil"e 
to- l'afugeo children r.ho havio "ntored thoni.L cc:\:ntr.te,, ·!'rom 
}~r'~'loe--s~nce Jtmuuy~-~-, 1)41~-,>o;il).. _~A-~~~1~ i?)l. Jnn_e )Oe In 

., ~bb ~0rQlf3ctl.oii, r~;~f•mn1co. is ttade\to the J;<i;.·arbent' ,, -tela--

~!d:id~o.:n19~Ji~ :}{:~~t'l~ ~2 ~~I~i~~~L lO.Xi · •1f :-,riJ. 12 to 
'I he lbtll"-' reco;"'a~Jidi; .- tiu>{: tifa -~i:i:>ve-mimtio~oi .nuth,ri_~•­

tion:: brJ -e:>:t~ndE:d t~l Jtni{?-_ J~),-_191}5~ ._all~ -__ -tliai-~Prll .. Ot"r-1~~ 
cnnoulcu·- vfficers-bo l<.'l .lnf-.;rc.!Oc! pram;.~tly, --

:_'f: 

•' , 
-"'"'·\ '·\\_,'-

p' 

_[· 
'~-L ~-~-(._1,_.::_ 
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TOt_ }.i~e \Ya_rreri 

-yt:u:i i. ~, ~ lt ~: P~ill~_~. 
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·.• •.. : .. !our .if'l;t):\ntioll lr; ruiJ.}cd tO ~ffiefooct :tJla1o tJlB SfBCie.J.··· 
• uu'tho:rizi,>:t:~oil~cctj•mt. tb;:l\~ri~ Cl)psulm' 61'fic~:rll~Jn .· ""-

. ev1itzeflaiici~· :o}fiiil; a.hd:l'ort.ugnl to il3sU:e' :tmini&rntion virmt 
· to :rM'ugoe: childron who hnve entered tho.,;e :countriell from· 
J.'riuico since Jnnunry :t, _19M, \111l;ex{i:re on Jun·r·;30 •. In. . 
thie <'onriection, · reference ill !!'.ode to the Derortmomt' e tefe.; 
grn"'a No. 891_ of Mtii·ch 11l to Bern, J;o. 1008- of Arfil 12 to · 
'Abdrid, IJ1ld 1017 of .~p:ril 12 to Lia~n. 

l'he i'on:rd · i·eqommel}dll tlmt tlni above-mc:nt~oned author•, 
h"tions be m-:tended to June 301 1945, and' tllat appropriA-te. 
controlar officerr; be eo info,nned PJ:OJ!lptly,-

- . [ - 7·._-- - ~--- - -- -. ~ : - - -

It :i.v fu1~ther :roc~mnll.lndod t!Wt 'tho inetruction!i b~ .. 
amended so n1' to c·ove:r children who ehAll be tiiide:r _eighteell 
yenl'D of' age at the ti;Jil of lllsllance of the viilns. · The· 
{!UP.l'anteee of the United ftawc Committee for tlte Core of 
EuropoonChUdren, Inc., giv~n toi·l'..lld ~pproved by the 
Attorney General, rrovide in_ part !U! follO'IIS& 

0 i'hnt o.:rrtmgements .hove been Ol' will lXI redo sntisi'acto:ry · 
to the Committee f'o1• tha 1111pport and care of each eaid 
child during ita etay in the United StRtes tmtil it 
reacholl the age of eighteen, and for such further· period 
no tho llttornoy General: mny require.;• 

'i'he f!oa:rd y;ould eg reclilte. being informod if thill prop61ml 
ie. not fensiblo beCRU~O Of laW 01' regulntfoli to the ·contrnry~ 



______ ,_,-

June 2C, 1941. 

officers in fwitz<n:land, fJidn, Rnd Por,turn1 to isF.Ua 1H1ll"igra,. 

tion vim1!' to lC'fufC<">t·~.ildran, who -h~ve -e,1t-iireif tlioF.<l co\lritrieB 

from l'rtll;CB since ,Jantu\iy l, '19/,i,;:'i;ll:j_: Cl\1'ire On .)"l.Ule J~~:_In 

thifJ connoc't.lon, reforonC!'" is rr,!rle t~cthO !JeJ'nrt,;,ntiF. tel!ifrPI~fl 
- - --

No. 1191 of '.lnt·ch l!l ·~ Bern, no. 10d8 ~f ilrx.'h'12 to 'ladrid, 

•md 1017 of Arril 12 to Liebon. 

'the Bovrd w:tehc~ to recounnend that the nbovc,•tnentioned 

nuthor·izntlontJ be extended to Jupe JO, 1945, rind the ll)Tl'Ofriate 

con~ulnr ofl'icorB EO infon1ecl. 



-.Tune 9, 1944 

-~-- :~-·'·-. ----~ -,. ~ 
. .:.-'rQJ~:, -.<:JJ:x,:_~_ teeser Q~'--> 

·- ''·'="-":~,::·:~-

~I;'}~_(iilt' -iiylet~-r;~~tidi~:f{~~- ro~-· 

Y:ith reference to the_ qlieetfoh of the !Joi>inicnns nccc,pt­

lng ri<fusee children,_ it appe~rtffrom the Emoo~syi s atta:~hed 

d;-~Jl~tch, llci>TfW Of ~day 9i 1944, that the next maye is Up 

- - -

I llU(;f:Oilt, therefore, that'.lcOormJ>ck_ ;tilke :Uf, with f!arrtin 

the quodion of the Der.-!ll'tment of St..'lte autho:ri:.~ing Jun~riean 

' .'4-
coneUla:r officerfl in [v;itzerlllnd to ietue villll.D in helmlf of 

the Dominicans and Uurt of informing thn fJominicnne of our 

wiD1nenef's to perform thie function ibr thorn. 

'·-· 

\ 
-~--~~~ 
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t EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE; BOARD 

OFfiCE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TO: Mr, Lesser .. 
FRa~·: Myles Standish 

HONDURAS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C •. 

Will take 50 children but has no representation Switzerland, 
hence visas cannot be issued, Embassy requests clarification 
whether children expect to remain in Honduras permanently or 
to· return their countries after the termination of war~ I 
suggest we request Honduran representative· in Portugal be irist:ruc.;· 
ted to issue the visas to children there, · 

Ambassador has not approached Cuban Gbvernmen.t and is await-:­
ing confirmation that JDC will underwrite welfare program through 
Joint Relief Committee, Habana, We have written to Leavitt re­
questing statement that JDC will underwrite, Reply not yet 
received, 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Dominican Government will accept minimum of 1,000 children 
up to 16 years of age and a maximum of 2,000 •. Dominican Govern­
ment will underwrite all costs, Telegram going tO Cuidad Trujill.o. 
reouesting confirmation that Dominican representatives, Switzerland, 
were· instructed necessary visas. 

NICARAGUA 

Nicaragua! Consul, Bern, instructed to issue visaa for 100 
children in same manner American visas are being issued. Tel-egram -
being sent expressing appreciation, 



'"'-'"~ ~, ::l\. -~-•<'- -
. .-- '~ 
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Report received states Urugua.yan Under Secretary for, 
Foreign Affairs reacted favorably Embassy's,approach and 

~promised expedite consideratio~ of_~tter, 

EL SALVADOR 

, Eniba:sily reports that S.Uwdorean Gove:rnmant "views with . 
s:flllpa thy ari~ iii· principal is iii- agreement'jri.th suggestion'~- put· 
"wishes to l<novi whether the cost of the bUilding, the feeding, 
and edu-cation, etc., .of tlre 'children would be borne by the- WRB_ 
and finally all the expenses which the Board would be willing 
to meet for more or less 100 children."· Ambassador further 
states that Foreign Minister made no mention that the Salvadorean , 
Government expects us to defray cost of building, 

My recommendation is that we let the matter die as far 
as El Salvador is concerned, 

In the light of the above replies, and the fact that we 
can take no further action vis a vis Switzerland until Swiss 
Foreign Office gets concrete information from its r.!inister at 
Vichy, I suggest we delay telegram to Bern at least until vie-. 
have received reply to our telegram to Dominican Republic and 

''"'"'""~ ""'~ '""" •••• ·~eu~~ 

i 
i 
I 
I· 

I 



. J!.. 

<'ecrHtary Cforgenthau . April 11, 1944 

J. v;. ?ehle 

We first heard of the Liar,ch 2 cable·on S!ltul'day, .~ . 

. ~ · :.lB.r ch li :oi' ~fi>ndey., VLRP ~h .lS wh<Jn··tl~~rge \\'~rren sugge'il tea· -

to Lesser that we might reconsider our propose.d cable· t'o 

l;ern (sent over to :.:tate for transmittaLonFebruary 21) 

in the light of the Intergovernmental Colllillittee's report 

and recoilllllendations that it embodied. Warren safd tlil).t {t 

had only reached his desk the day before. ·,~;-e had· not seen 

an~ such cable and a~ter making- ~ thorough 'chec~, ''larren 

was advised that no such cable had been sent over to the 
·-......'-: 

Board. Warren thereupon undertook to have a copy sent over 

to ~1!, but when none was forthcoming, we sent a special 

mes~enger to State's code room to get· a copy of i~. 

attention has been forcibly called to this situation. 

\ .. · 
( \,<· 

")•'' 
'"''t_l.. 

LSLe'e s er: als 4/11/44 

\ Warren's 

l 
I 
I 
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i'.:.'J.~T~.~-·.1::1 ~n df.IC_t~c_,,-; :)~·--.1-r t1 ~.;t,_;~...'{ 
.:.::• :··~;·:Lie•.! vi.::ur:- J~.a~~· l:L· 1..-~. ~-'J:~ ,_, 
1
.: ,~·;:.i· .. J. ~-l:;-;lti'ir.!'j -~bcrof-:.;o." ~..r.{!e:· tLL:; -1r:Htr>:ctiot r.r~,: 

-:::~v f;t.U .. l ·-=r.r:,,r :G -~'t;:.~r!J r_,f uc.;:;_nt t.!.·~ -h1t.,(. ·,.;J·-~:1 ~luci~ __ :.-~::-:· 
¥1.,_-,~·~: M-:'~: l_•.':Jt:J. .. It i;c t;;~e in-t-Jentic''~ 1)f t}.-"' _:_ .... _,::-::r't~:ttct~tJ ::;_;__-

;?ct t-:· th_? :t'-I'YV.;. 1~J1•.:;, to u-~!.d.:~n m .. r.:l~t~· ..... ;rfl:'CIJ_n t:,,_\ ":~..::?tu- i'··" 
!~5-:J.i::. ,J•:.ur ~-:;. •~0'1!'::: 7it:a:J 1;-;suo:l :;:nn·,.:.~;'lnt· 'to t~;i;, -i.l'iat.cuc-L.lc,J; 
;-.Eie.r tho qUota 1'0r th!s :,:eo.:· ml':l ·to ~rr:pt!Ht thi::: ;::·o~·-::·::= ::--..: 
~~e.~J' until ot .l~m.::t 6 rjOl1th~~ n.fL,~r tL~:: Fr--;t~t>;:t h:H;t!l ~t.i_<;:: 1 
·o,1t.rwen Gcwm~ny :-:P._l t!.~ Dn:J. te~ ~t~l te :·· }JPV•o c;1~ft ·JBCI 'l1n!:.l _ it 
J.:; intend~:od thnt chi"ldr-:-n t':! v.Lo!Tl. \'il~t·i ::•:'·! ; :~ ;t:r.:<.~ in :~.:.:·:~:;··1~:. _ 
v1j·~}-. tLj_.'l ·~i.r:~\tf' 1Jct1on. ··-~~en_:·.:: d ild_ra~: v.f,c! t·:; t.:- 1Ht<:l".'\.;:, ,·.--·1\CJ: 

li~ j'f""lfJ:'1; of eco_, i':11J: ;;:cntt1n 13 tt, ho1(i ~1 ~:;t:~. UtrL11- tran:>:··-11'· .. 
t;d~icn i:~ P.YB1lrsP1:0 to l:h·: Uni tr~d St.<i_ten. :;;-:· :-·-:.Lni..PH~·;:e, t~~f? 
~·'.JT' -Fo-tr.~~ R~J.<>:llfJf:-9 n:; ~ er-t~ !E~nt nd'.·r~::·:,-:. C'~-~:1·· .:1 _j__;):_t:!.:,_u _r;_r_t~-2_tHi1-

j;::~::u!~'~~,;., {~~. ~!;~~:· r;;"~~;t]J~n c::~.,,\l~~v~t~::t ,/;'"~i;~;'~ t.~;::·~ . 
t-6~r.r,l-· 1---trV·dny -ir~ tf-e tn+:.erim -·(lsfrir;r ·tCJ '-Jl:f:nin n.g~ci~§SfF1ftfi 

_ State Dept. Letlot•, l·t1·72_ 
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By R. H. Parks Dnoo~ 19 1972 
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8ecretary l!orgentha:u 

J. w. Pehlp 

. ARRl. 1944 

You ..;ill~e l~t~~est,~d in a:·-cabl;·~that was -ai~pat~n;d 
·to. ·the :.ii.ssi:on in1Switzerland authorizing. tlie issuance of · · ·· 
four thousahd zisas for immigration to(the United States 
to refugee children arriving in Switzerland from France 
during the first six months of 1944 •. ·· 

. . 

.. 'l'he purpose of this atithortza.tion is to give 
Switzerland some concrete;guarantee that the refugees she 

·· receivet) will riot be left C)n her handa after the wa~,and· 
thus to encourage her to receive additional refugees• In 
view of the present absence of ·aniflleans of transportation 
between Switzerland and the United Sta,teli1 it is of the 
utmost significance that the Depar-tment _o_ f Sta-te has agreed_ 
(and has so advised the Mission) that these visas are to be 
renewed and replaced, subject to the quota lawt~, as they · 
expire until at least. six months after the termination of 
hostilities. • ' 

It is equally significant that the Depart1aent of State 
has agreed, and has issued the :necessary instructions, that \ 
the issuance of these visas_(and their renewal and replace­
uent) is not to be subject to~the "advisory opinion" 
procedure which more often then not results iii interminable 
delay, o~ the much7criticized securit,r test Which frequently 
results 1n the den1al of visas :solely because thev.ould-be 
immigrant has close relatives in enemy-controlled areas • 

./ 
Guarantees for the maintenance of the children have 

been approved by the Attorney General as adequate to authorize ' 
the issuance of the visas. The only problem in this con.• · 
nection ~11 be children Who reach their sixteenth birthday 
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before transportation facilities are aVailable• 
for the support of such children Vlill have to be 
individually ·before renewal or replacement Visas 
issued. - . · · · 

Guarantees 
arranged 
can be 

Arrangemer1ts ~to.nrpvid-~ yisus for a thqu1aJ1a t.'~:fugee 
_ children/r~(leiv~d in,&pil:n~are now going·.r_orward•·: - · 

0 

• 

1'1I!_!;l'l1 ·<·" c,:o-:- ·_- '·''' - - ,}?;-. 

- Y:c;_ ~­
LSLesser:als 8/30/44 



In reply plEia.se 
refer to: 323 
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7l)~S !s"~~:o -~B.P*!lcY, ·l_eu¢2-:o-re.Ce~rt -~f_i~~~~-~c:;~i?d~-~~ 
yni{'~~;,r_--__ ·Your·-~t~.t·t~r:· Or i-i~l~ct.-·r~r.-).9~-~f~- _'1-llotinr:-_f;Jr~-fru~ --

Er •. Louifl ~;._:. ,;;niegle--r. 

l; _,,. Fehle ~ 
.:~ctin,~:-; ~:xecnti Tr~ _l;ir~ctO:r. 

CounsPl, . 

Hebr.e~~-2~!~>:i~':ltl. 1''1.'! ~~~w!a~&r_~n t 
Aid Society, 

1117 11 1°1 Street r l,. ,-,. t 

"1/ashinp.ton, lJ; 0. 
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1317 F Street. N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

NAtional 6120 

LOUI5 E. SPIEGLER 

COunsel 

ABRAHAM RocKMORE 

Assistant Coupsel 

ISIDORE ll£RSHFIELD 

Counsel Emeritus 

NATIONAL 

'OFFICE 

425 Lafayette Sti99t 

New York, N. ~-

- -:... __ _ 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

HfBR!Ul SHHT£Rin6 AnD lffiffii6RAnT H~c 
(HIAS) 

~-- ~x~2J-­
W. ,, 6 .. ~-..,.;...._--­

. FilingAiithoriiy 

S~J~~---~ _. 
No. Ans. Req, ---~:::::Z.. 

l•laroh 13, 1944 

11;rs. ~lorence Hodel 
.~·ar Refugee Board. 
·rreas-ury De_partmen~t 
.:ash in~t on, J. -c. 

:Jear Mrs.~ Hoae1 1 
.. .·-_.', -- • -•- r 

TJie Jollowin~ is the ·text 6f' a cable which the. 
HIAS-ICii.·rece ived from its affiliate in Riod_e· 

"LJ.:DRATIOH COUNCIL AU'J'HORI:;;ED FOR 
:nc~XI'I'ARL;.:.; ffii:ASOSS ENTRY Iil'l'O ~ZIL 
?l V3 ~M,;_llhl_j .rn·:,lsH: .H.itFUGEJ!: CHILhm!N 
FBOE FHA~TCE 

v' 
JEWISH COLO"'IZAT ION ·JiSSOClAT IoN'.'· 

I thought th-is infor.nationmight·he.of interest 
to the ."eir ReftF~ee noard. 



. djfi;~ .. Memorandum 

To Mr. J. ~·. Pehle 

UNI!Jdg_T~sl4~··. txT 
. iij · _·_ . I .· . r i •ATE: • • • 23, 1944, 

1/1 ~'0/fp' 1!/.P/'ifv'i;, ' , 
FROM ~!r. G. L. ~lar:r•en 

SUBJECT: 

.':l.o_ 

Telegram no. 18tll, September 18, 1942 to Marseille, 

France, a copy of •·•hich is attached, •·•as n!peated.-t_<:! Ltsboi:r-

as no •. A-2Zl ,-: Dece~ber 2€; 1942 -··•ith the follo•·'ing"·additlon~l 
~ '..~~-:-_, .. --

11 Al t~sugh t_he de'[elopmenti1 in France· have .altered 

the si tuatiar. there •·•ith respect to the children, the fore-

going ir.formation regarding the arrangements made for the 
- ._ -· 

children and the procedure to be follo•-•ed, "'ill E>erve as a· 

guidance in the 1Psuance of visas to the children at Lisbon. 

Telegraph request for quota numbers and aubsequentiy tele-' 

graph brief report of visas issued." 

'1ffiB: GL1-Tarren: i4CC: KG 

::-:..-
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AMERICAN cmJSUL, 
D~C. 

~~SEILLE, (FR~NCE), September 18, 1942 

1851, Eighteenth. 
X 

The Attorney General has approved arrangements made 
.-' 

by the United States Conimitt:ee for the Care of European 
__ , --.. -

Children, ~Incorporated, to bring to the UpJ,~ted States:f:[>oni. 
" ~ . . ~ .. . .. ~ /. 

· ~Franc_e one~ .thou.sand ·Eurf?pean~. chHdr_!li'!• - _-.. ~ 

- The~ children •. ,i·ll have assurances of support . s·atisfact:>ry 

to the Attorney General and as·the corporation mentioned is 

not one operated for profit the Attorney General. has held 

that the children ~'ill not be subject to explusion on account· 

of-any payment of their passage by such-corppratiqn. 

Although none of the childr~n •·•ill be sb:teien years of 

age or over, they ·~ill hot be subject to exclusion a: a· unac­

companied children not coming to join their parents·, as the 

Attorney General has prescribed and approved the conditions 

of their entry in accordance •1i th the eta tutory authority 

vested in him, 

The children ~rill be of German, Austrian, Czechoslovakian, 

Polish, Russian, Belgian and Netherlands nationality, and some 

of them may be stateless. Those "'ho are not in possession of 
/ 

valicl. passports and can not reasonably procure valid p_assports, 

may travel on affidavits of identity and nationality executed 

by their parents. or by their guardians or custodians, 't>'hO may 

also execute their visa applications. As the la;·r requires tre 
. I 

presentation of birth certificates only if .they ai'e ava:!.lab"le 

it-
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-2- #1851, September 18, to Marseille, 

it is not believed that those childr'en~•hoare hot ih poe~ 

session of birth certificates should be refused visas- on that 

ground. Hor,,ever, some available _ev_id!l_nce regarding the 1ia.t~­

and plac;,e of the birth of each chH~ shou.ld_be required in 
=-· ~; 

_- order that. _YOU _may have a basis -£6r dete_r'mnuryg; t_h;e,- pf'ope:r< -

[; 

-quota nationa1-ity~~ "":-

·The l'lepartment is prepared to assigri block allot-rrients 

of quota numbers to you so far as the quotas permit, for use 

in issuing quota immigration visas to the children, upon 

receipt of requests from you giving-the number- of the children-­

under each quota na ti onal1 ty ,.,hoeec vha applic-s.tiohs sh~ll 

have been approved, 

The advisory opinion procedure is hereby ,,afved in the 

cases of the one thousand children con6erned, As ail oflhose 

"'ho are of enemy national! ty ,.rill be under fourteen years· of 

age they >Till not be classifiable as &lien enemies. Paragraph 

58,47(i) of the ~·ar-time visa regulations therefore "rill nbt 

be applicable to them, 

Those children who are under fourteen years of age need 

not repeat not be l'egietered or fingerprinted 1••hen visas are 

issued, Those ~rho are fourteen years of age or over must be 

registered and fingerprinted in the usual manner before visas 

are issued to them, 

Representatives of the Committee ~rill furnish you te 

nameS Of the children to be included in _the or~. thou simd 

concerned 

})_ 



-3- #1851, September 18, to Marseille. 

concerned and must present suitable- me.dical certificates in 

support of the vi£a applications. Physical defects 1~111 -not 

necessarily preclude the issuance of visas, but nbvisa should 

be issued to any child Mho is mentally defectiVe or- has a. . ·. 

loathsome or~ dangerous contagiou_s disease;- or_ i's. 

-·--.The 'childreri ;,,111- probaJ:ily sail on 'speci_ai sh-ips in 

groups of approximately f'1 ve hundrecl. each. Notify- :Department 

regarding your needs for possible additional-· tempoi'ary clerical 

personnel, 

The requests for quota numbers and reports of vie<ifl issued 

should be subini tted by Lyon and Nice- through Marseille· as ... 

central office to insure keeping the requests for numbers ,;,j_ thin 

the prescribed total. 

Repeat by mail to Lyon and Nice. 

HULL 

811.111 Refugee Children/91 

VD:RCA:HR Le A-L 

.,; -
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FEB 261944 

To: ·,:r. Stettinius 

From: J. 'I!. Pehle 
~ 

. Attuciled is tlie' taX!: ,of a cable which. I strortgl:v'urge be sent 
to \linistar Harri.<;.ozf•at· Bern .with a:ll ;)o'ssibfe 'di~at:ch• ·'·.·~:: 

_It has bj'en. rellB.biy reported that- there are many thousands of 
Jewish cliildren; stateless and of a variety of:naj.ional,ities, in hiding 
in f'rsnee 11ho are subject to deportation to Poland. The parents of 
these children have already been deported· or are being detained papding 
deportation. This Goverpent has already assured the Swills Government, 
through. the Intergovernmental Committee, that it is prepared to receive 
five thousand of these Wlildren if the Swiss Government can arrange 
·•ith Vichy for their release from France. (Airgrrun #13285 from London~_ 
January 14, 1944, and enclosures), It .11ould seem;- however, ·that--t'he · 
Intergovernmental Committee considers the question of a~-yl\lm in 
:Owitzerland for these children as 11 comple:nantary. to the main issue·," 
i.e,, an approach qy the Swips to Vichy. l~ would further appear that 
no action in contemphted pending " determination by the 87riss whether 
to make such an approach, and if' such an approach spould be.made, its 
outcome. Past experience with approaches of' this k'ind would indicate 
tne probability of intermnable dehys while Vichy consults ;vith Berlin• 

In the meantime, a number of these children are arriving in 
Switzerland by their oun efforts and l'lithout the aid of Vichy exit-permits. 
It is our understanding that although the Swiss are not turning back aqy 
refugee children that reach their borders, no organized effort to bring 
these children into Switzerl<md in large numbers is f'aasible unless the 
Ewiss have some assurance that the children will be evacuated after the 
<7ar. Ths intention of the attached cable is to extend such an assurance, 
:.t lea::;t. with respect to not more tha<l five i;hous:itrld children entering 
Switzerland !'rom Fr,mce between Jnnllilry 1, 1944'nnd four months after 
the cable is sent. - · · 

A& matters no~ stand, Yisas m81 be issued to children arriving in · 
Switzerland from France (No. l(J7 to London, January 51 1944) ·but in 
view of Switzerland's geographical position, ·~he issuance of such visas 
·nould not constitute the assurance that Switzerland requires, unless 

. .; -

--: -_ -~ c ' 
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t~1ere i::, also so1ae commitment to renew or replace such visas as they­
ex?ire until at least such time a~ egress from Switzerlanu is 
;:ossible unci )ract.icable. Of course, tb& commitment <'ontained in the 
attached cable is .;ubject to the applicable immigration laws ,,f the 
l·~Iitee: ~tateL ;J,il0. z~ny a:-.Jendr:.~entE th~reto _that t~le Congress m8.y enact. 
I h.ave no ;;.:oubt that tL.:: 5rrir.~ \':ill i:-0 liriderst·a:~ld c-it, and I am___ .-
neverkeles5 confideilt t:u1.t this oill not detract fro"' its adequacy.· 

T:he at.taci-ied Cah.J.-e ·goUla m3.lie :_-t.~iG~ a~vi~~ory __ op:J.:nio~ _ pi'o'?e~':ll-.~s_-- : .. · 
_unn_ece-~sa:ry· in_ cu~~9~ion. ::~th t~~---15$U~~ee ~ot_ok~h~s,e _Vi~a-s.: ~-rt·.~:t&.-~-~-
0Ur vie!w _that~ till"~ wol?-).u go -a lon~ -;;s.y to~ard. ·e~pedit,i~g -thif.tr _ 
issuanee 01n<i· conseq10ently .tmrard ~avin;, the lives of a large number' 
of chilctren. 

_ . In vierr •:>f the ::.·c ,_;_,.,_,ce of the forthcomi!J£ economic negotAations·· 
ilith ·the [>'iiss at nhich t!-,e reception of child-refugees by Switzerland 
11ill be ciscussed (!io. J:'7 from I.onjon, ,Jo.nuary 1.3, 1944), I urge that 
tne annexed ~able be transmitted immediately. 

fSignad) J.w. Pehla 

LSLeaaerzala 2/24/44 



PROPOSED CABLE TO (J.[!HSI'ER HAP-RISON AT BERN 

The followiiL_; special instructions are issued ;mriuant to Part 
58.55{16) of the Re€,1llations of November 19, 194]., as B..'!lended, regarding 
c.lians entering, and shall remain in full force aud effect unless 
specifically revoked: ·You .and o.J.l othei· permit-issuing authorities in· 
:: •.vitzerland are ,Jtereb-.t instructeii to- issue in the. aggrej5ate, withou& 
regar<i to the availability of mear.s oi: transportation to the.:-UnH.ed' -­
~:tate~, up- to five-thausand .immigration vis[is-'tc refi.ig~.e children !,'i,om­
France. #no have .arr:i,v~d ith Switzer.la!ld .since Jan'¥U'l~ 11 1944 ;o_f,,.,ho -

·shall arrive in Switzerland within !'our months 'ai'ter'the date· of-' these-
- instructions. Such children m01y be of any nation'l.lity or stateless, but 

no such. chj.la s_haJJ. have reached his· or lier sevi._ntfienth birthw.cy;. You 
are further instructed at appropriate times to renew each- iffirndgration -
vie:a issued pur<ua.'lt to these instructions a11d to issue new illlllrl.;,-Tation 
visas to -~11 aliens to -ho;n immigration visas have been issued pursuant 
to these instructions, it being the intention of these instruct_icins ti1ut 
each alien to r.hom an immigration visa 113 issued;;:>Ursuant to these 
instructions sh,-.ll hold an unexpired immigration _visa at ·all times until 
at least six months after the termination of the present hostilities 
bet;;een the United States and Ger=ny. liew .iLlmltir:J.Hon visas shali,be 
issued to aliens to shorn immigration visas have been issued pursuant to 
these instructions and immigration visas issued pursuant to-these 
instructions shall be renewed without regard to the-- age of the _alien- at 
tr,e time of such renewal or the is:;uance of the new visa. 

L 

Please advise the appropriate Swiss authorities of the contents 
of these instructions and inform them that it is this GoTernment's 
earnest hope that the Swiss government ~_ill promptly take such action, 
uirect and indirect, as will f'Ccilitata anti expedite the movement of 
children from France to Switzerland. You ma;~ ulso inform the Swiss 
government that the \Yar Refugee Board will undertake to arrange for 
any financing that may be necessary to provide maintenance for refugees 
from ene~ oppression arriving in Switzerland. Please report Swi6s 
reaction and any developments that may be of interest. 
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TO 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTEit OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

IIAYI 

Febru"~>'J ~22, 1944 

I!l cr)~1";18~::.i·:m -~.-lt:t· -!:.he att.:J.c:-wd pro)ose:l CR.ble, our att~:;~tion 

~:~~:~~;~.~~~~~;~~~~~~-:~~de~~~~;:: t~~ 't~~t~~;i~:nci~~~:g!~~ r ~-i~h!:~~ t~~don, 
~.., .::'1-~l-_)_-::ur~ .J:.:- ::ir:_;r.::.rn -~~l];~Jj from Lon~o:Q., :::~ted Janu;::.ry :14, 19L.Jr• 
In .::o:.~ lsttrJ::-, ti1e Int!"::rgov·er~;:wnt-:tl ·commit-teH st~t~~: 

nT:l(_~ Commit.t-1e has recGivEid -as·pm'<ince~ from the 
Gr;ve::-:1f1tJ1r. of t~'1P. United S-t.-ates- of~Airl€-I-:tc·;;. that· ;ft--_~fq~d 
b= >rep':!'ted t~) :-ec>?iV~ 5,000 -Qhil~lr~-n,- th~- n.ge -lim:i.t:be.t"!)g 
~JUc'tEt::n Y83.I'S f:;r childr'3!1 haVing _t!)e_ nation~_lit.i or:-a 
r!>Juntr·-J ·:iitll ·:;hi::h :.he United Sta:t;.es· oi'- Ameri·c::._ :is_ nov1 ·ry_t· 
.Y'll', ~nd sixteen -.rs::~rs for other cilildr6!:ri. T-he! _Committee 
fl..rt:-.er ho ... Je2 that some other Govel .. iU-:tents will renew ihe 
n~f~r:: ·:;f .uzy·L1m .':hich were mn.Ue in _the summer and nutu .. "lll1 

o£' 1~,¥~. If, ther~fore, t:'1e French authorities \;/era prepared 
to ~;r--:nt the ngce;:;S3.iJ facilities, arr.-:-~ngemontS cou~~1 be :Jut 
in h :..nd ::':-;r tr:1nsporti~g u considerable number _of children 
t.J !;l~ •. ~es <:Jf ar.ylun b-,t way of Portugal or oi_:,her:,·i~e. It· is·, 
~ •. :.,>::-r3r1 .:_;ossi.bl·~ ~!l.~t the French authorities migi1t be more 
.;illinL to ,.:;ive tLe n£~ce:JGA.l"'Y f~cil:ities if Yoill .. Government 
·uer'd pl"'&!1n.red to :~iv8 asylum to some, at· any r::te, of the 
chil-Ir~n, 'JY' i:. m~y b(_;;l r]ifficult ~t one~ to find othel"' places 
·Ji' asylu1.1 for c!1ildren bet-ueen t':le n.ges of fourteen· nncl 
?-ixt...?en, 0r :~.g1.in, tr;msport to Switzerlnnd ffiqy present les? 
5i.':'fi3ulties, ·.i1;ile, therefore, the efforts of the Inter• 
gover:-~aentJ.l Commit tee ~:lil1. be directed toifmrd:> ~ tdcing full 
Oo·lv;,ntJ.ge of places of asylum other than Snitzerl:mcl, I am 
desired to as}~ - first, whether your GoVernment is -willing to 
a:'f')r:l asylum to some of these children and, if. so, t::>how 
:n·1ny, 'lnd ue cond, Hhat assiatn.nco ·uould the SwiSs Government 
r ~ .ruir3 for this purpose? 

I ~ 
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11 Sinc:8 thG ~~i;_e:::tion of a;;--ylun Ln S'fritz~rl:I~d j};­
c·J:::~;l!3::J.C:':1.t::_~ .... .f t:J the :n_:-! in issue, namely, an_ ~ppro~v~_h· to 
t:.e ::"rt:=ne:1 a1..:t~:.o:-itie~ ·:;itl~ the object .:~f _gett~_!ig_· e::it 
f,~e!ilities, ~~ncl tr£ ~::~.ttr;:r i;; pne of. greRt _tu~ge~cy,-·I 

!:~~~~~;:~~ ~:·~!~~~-.~!f e~~~~~·-:1~~~~-:~n:~~~p~~~e~li; ~~e the 
c ~·.-:1plt:m·~ii~~~~J .rue::;ti'.1n." · 

It ;.ill :: l ... u be noi_.·:d t!iJ:t i~ .Z.hc Intergo\re_rnmsnt::.l ... Cora.ilj.tt-:::·e'-s 
~-'_:tt~r t~1~:: ::.be li;nit vi' cl1il·-.r:m ·:>'ho art: n~ti::m::.ls Df cm1ntl. .. i8s :·?ith 
-.--r1iea. t~~~- ""Jnited St.'l.tes ~-? n:J·_-.- ".!. ·vn.r i-:: -rourtRen ··,hereas the pio··)oried 
.:(~~~le ;;,:;}~e5 no lifferentiati')n b~t'·.-een ~E!ti-:m:;.iit;-e~~ in _-fi>:_i·;lg ihe:.. ·'1EB 

_li.~:::...!_ T~_, t:.iXt-9r.n. I di.~CtlSE:c·-~ the fotU .. t8en yenr -old age· :J.i;TJit on 
c;~ • .Ll~l··~·-1 ·J-. c.:~LdJ- :t·~-:.ion:~li~;-/ .. it~J ~-~r. Tr.s.~i_e_!.·•z of. tl1c _-f:te.t3 DepRrtJ_Tieri~. 

;i ;-~ri::~;~}1,~ ::;:;11~::~~;:g~::~~tililiZi~;:;J!:l~~ft;:~. 
L.L·.t the ;-~istir.c.!.._.iJn -.-~~~C; :n!:.de in some ngree~ent be·Vaeen :~tate and ·Justi•:!e 
T'.0-:2..·"-.ti!l.~ t:J thi:-: ::!.C.t.tcr ·:ill~h, t~: 33.i:l, ViaS not -r~cl:.1·ced ·to tiJ•iting. Ec 
·:.1 .. .J ~o :.~te:i JV~~ ttmt :-. d.istincti::m is :mule in Title _:;o_ U.S. Code, 
.::ec~lon ::.:.1, uhi:!h c: ... i ... thori4e;. the President to int·era enemy ~li•:)nc 11 of thn 
·1..-.;-. J:-:' :Jurtet:.!~"! yer-.. rr=. :-tn'.l u.p-:;n.:;:·l. 11 Mr. Travars :1lso _told me t.hn.t he 
~~l~ :veU.. ti_w.t-'- l.)Je A,:Gri•:!J.~l. '1.':-t;:.(,_cit-,.ie[; in S1)G.:t:'l ·had been_ inst.ru?ted ~Ot 
::.J ·~L:;er:J.1il:13.v8 .'J.G~l'!lSt C.hl.lar-en of eneray natJ.ont-tlity bGt:teGn tne ages 
..-f ::' .Jl;.rt<:!-:n ;;n:3. sixtBen, _,_.Jr0videl1 t.!F.:y were fi:.1ger-pr,i!1_tecl. ·;nJ t~1e- ot~.~.er 
:.c.::.~--:-.2-:'Jle vf L:1c Ali~~!"\ :i.e~i.:;tr-::.tion ·\ct ·.,':J.Z complied ·:iii.h, .and the · 
,_·--=-:C a::..t-issuL'lG anthori t,y had no reason to believe that S~"i.Ch child,ren 
. er•,; •i1.ngerouf.:: -:-_,.:.- ti1e nati;)nal safety. 

-\ 



'"'-,,: -,·:.i~-::. :=.:.;c~:':.·~~- ·-:::.:t::_---J.~~ti·)~lc c~:r2 i;::;stwd T~;-:~;~v .. ?i.t--to ?~--:Pt 
. ::.. *5.)(1-~) -::;:· t::,-- ~- t_Y :::-r'-.i·~!':.:-~ )f ~iGvr~=--!~bsr lJ, 1}/~1, as--.:lm~nd~d;~,-~r?g-:-lr(1;i:1g 

~-~:--"!.: ~-1~ ;-:-.i:-~._:, .:.::..:. ;::_~.:-.ll ;~:::-:-,-=i:1 i:1 i\ql :'.or~::e :-t.n-1 Gf.i',:=-ct .unless -
_ : ·_ :-- t,,_,__:_ ;_J l' .=- -.. - ~::t:.·l: _ ::.1; ··.11 ::~,~:...,;=·-- _ -~J:T.:Li.t-i::::sEinz ~~.1,lt1lo~:-i:~ies _in 

·:-~:-:~--~ ~:_;__~~- ::e:::-~~:: .. i:·1::L~·~c~e~J -:~.) ::.;:;::l<:e ln t~!e ~~:.;~-r,~fS-Si.t!3-~ ·:.;;j_t~1:oUt 
. -~-:.--:' ~-:-~- ~\·-~l: __ .~Ll.:.~.j- -.. ~~- · E ,_,; ~r.:-.. n.3:-J01't::.·.ti-6n-{o t:le-·U_niiecl_ St).taq,: 

:, - -,: 

1 

c;:;~~-,::i'~:~:c c -:~';X~~~:,~ t;l;~cc :; :1n11~~ 0 :·;:~u~~~ c;~;~~h~\~~1~ ~f:~~~= ~~0 
::--.-.-~.-;:~>:;;-~::.:'~ ;t~~r t:1'.' dEtt-~ oi' ·tn·e-Se ins-ti•:...C·t.LiriS: 
':"~;.c;__· -j-_ ~i l:i2·~: :1. :.: -~- ~­

---~ ::· -i1·J EL·.--.:1-~:i::-:r} "i:'~~--~ 

.r~-~- :..: -~_..c.~ .)..__;ri;-.. .-t:~ t i ~.e-s to 1 ... ::-:-'!e,-·: e.s.c:1 i::wii~i--a-t.ion ·}.:i5~--: iSsii8d · 
... -~e.:·~ ·Llst~·Llctl6tis-- -"i:l:-~ t) iss:1o new i:nl1it._?-~rtti0n~-vi;:,:s.s_--to a1l 

: ..,_.:._ --·-..f' -'- ~ -=---;'lr:J~1 .:.i:-.. :ni.,_;r-.:..·Gi'J!l vi2,_:_::; :-.::7::;:: been .i;,;suell--_Juii:a.ia.nt, trJ .thef:ti 

_ _,_ .10 .. : -: ,-, l:-:.:Ji:..._:.::.:.l·:..n ·,·i~- l.:., i::.;ued 1)U1'f_;u:lnt to t."he:::·e ilist-..·0.ct.ions 
... !_l ~1~l·i -~:-, :~~" .:.' · ·~~ i;. ,__:_ ,"tiJr, ~:i.-:-. ·1.t ~111 ti::tcs until ::::.t 18.-•.st 
:-:·:.-:: --::zt.!~--~- :1~·t--· t. t-.. T:tl.:1:.~..:.-=..~ .. __;f :.;.- ~Jres.~!1.t ~oRtillt-te-s b_st:::~en 

-!:nit::.:~ :-:-t.-::.t-;~· ~~-:"!0 G.-.:--' .... !-~:,.;·. !·le;i 
'"' ~J_i.-:-:1.:: -'_.._) .-· ~I:J.J. ..:...:-.m.::.~r.::;.ti(;;-: vi.::.::.;_; 
;i~_:t,· ... l..:_:.:·::i_·Jn:--. ·::..n . .::i ir:'.i~1i:_;:::·::t2.•Jl'! ~ri.:·- .: 

:: .'-·-·- ,:..J.. f'fjt_.ll'_:: 

i.::uaigr.:~tion .. ,i.s3.r_; ·c~i~-::11- b·~- is~·•1.:-d_ 
:.-:-,•r:; bec!1 i.-::~:ued .Qhl·su:!.nt .-t-.'J- t:wse 

][".-,_._, 

t_~t: ·::.t:;:e .Jf 
ne· . .t .. \"i2 : .. 

Plf'!~ .2::: -~-:-~v..:..:..::·:: :. -::.e .,l."'L:.rar:~i2.t:-;; s-.;i,ss :t.Uthor·itic~:n of t!1e -conterif:::; 
): .. ~ .&::-.:; i~~.J.:,_ .. 't.;.C_.._,iJ:IE- -::C. in.f-::>-:,;n t'it::-::1 tl:r.at i·:. is this- GQv;:;:)_'il~ent' s 

-:-- ··-:<::-.:~ ::J_;~ ~-·'.::~~ -t-:1~: ~-~-;is:.~ .=_;o\ .. ~L'n:tc~t. ·:;ill ;>r·:>~ptly ~::-:..l:-3_ $uch ncti·::m, 
I.: ... ::c:-.. ~ :-.-=1 i:~-=.-.:..:::·.-;;c~, ~~~ .-..:.11 f.::..cil.it"'~t-s ::-.. n...-: e;~_p~dit~ t:w ::1-.:;\re::Ien:. of 

c:h:. '!..iT_., :'l~o-- ?r- :1~~~ t:J S;:l~ze:-·l.t-..-:'"1. YJu :n1.y .'J.lao infor:n t.ht:::" S-!i.tss 
:..: JV, i~ -1:-n.:::1L. t!-l~t t.J: ·::·:.::.· ~-.:..:·u.;~~~ Ec..'l~~-~ .:lll un:.lex·t.~k~ t9 arr:inge- for 
1.--:j· ~.:..n-."1::.-ir.i_. t:t:-'.t ;'.···:,r b~ n-:ocess.·'..::::,· t- ~)rrnrid~ ;:nintem'.i1CO for r~"!ug•:es 
f '.J ·..:·:-.l::. :;_;_J~)";·~-~=~~i-Jn T."l'"lv-~:1u i:1. E'.:itz,:;rl.·nd. ?lea3e ].·aport' Srdss 
l'·=::-:.:!ti·)~ ·· :.i ··ny -:1·3'-v--~lolJ':l" !T:.~: t:-l['.t ~-: J- bt: of intJJ:""·3Gt. 



- . ···~ -
.~;. 

-~ 
5'?.:? 

z• 

~ -· 
.. c. 

0 ~ :z w 
<=. 

:h ., --
t; i < 

:;; ~ 

"' 8 :Ii Q 

~ .,; 
~ 

~--

rdtLf-JI 
Februacy_l7, l9li4. 

·_:-;: e--_:..:'T:\7:.: FO» TH;;; FIFS 

Le: Ci1ilart'n from Fi'anre to the _£'P_·. ted 
States 3.nd Other Cotu1trieS. I 

Various a:Ltsmpts rm:re made._ comrnencliig. ill- 19f;J. ~t :1942 to aid· a 
r .. _•Jf):-.1;{ _estimated fi,ooo to 10,000 refuge'e children-fu_Franc·e.~_-Al;>out­
:WJO c[,ildren we).'e -wi tl} _ ChriBt:\,an f~lies 1 __ a'iP i~ .w~- ll.9P_~d thct johi:y 
co0.d _be able- ·to escape detect:j.On. The. rest·-WSt'e _s,flid.\ t<L·be ·in ·-gr~~t-~ 0 

d8.nf::cr. '!'he .. -g~neral ~rocedure followe~ Y~th- r~s~-e~t _-to ·_g_~~t_\ng- ~~e~ .. __ ; .. 
·i:,-,o-the United 3tates was for the ·united States-Committee for the Care 
cf l:>J.rO!)ean r.Jhildren, Incorporated, USCGEC~- -_215: F~urth AVellue~ ·new York, 
::a-.-c Yor',:, to make coru:.itments to the Department of Justice that the 
c!-,ilclr<en -.-;ouJ.d be oared for when they arrived _in -the ·un:ited States, and 
for applications for :i.mrrlig-.cation visas to- be filed ·with the apni-.opri~te 
i1J.1lerican Consul in 7rance. In this way,- f9r.- ex:ample ~. arrangem8nts we_re ~ -
rr,c.de in J:arcr_ and April 1942 whereby 50 refugee cr,ildr-en under 16 years 
of a~e, or in the case o~ childr?n of 

1
enerey- na_tionali:ty, und_ert.he .ag~ . -' 

of lL years, .,·;ere granteu such v:1.sas.~ -=- _ o -- • .-_--- - ____ • ... " .. ·-
In the Fall of 19!~2, the Attorney General ap1\roved ai·rangements 

:oade by the !JSCC_ii;C to bring to the United States . from Frmice, 1000 
;urooe&.n children. At this time, it was indicated that the children_ 
·.;m_-lcJ be of }enr~an, Austrian, Czechoslovakian,·t-_Polish, _Hl:lssian, DelfP.:an 
and :;et:Erlands nationality. Some of them would be 7s:tateless~ All tJ:!ose 
of ectemy nationality will be under 14 years of age.2. Instn>ctions to issue· 
visas ;·rere cabled ~o the ap;>ropriate consuls on 18 September· 1942. ' ' 

Lat<er intelligence reports received indicated.that there-were at least 
G::>OO chi:i.aren under threat of deportation, with or without their parents. 
The USCCEC indicated that it would raise (;;h,500~000 to cover costs and 
serve as 13uarantees for the immigration. of these chilch·en to the United 
States, and requested the Department to mal<e the necessary arrangements, 
including the issuance of a public announcement of its decision to grant 
asyltun to children in unoccupied irance. In this connection, it was pointed 

y Unless ctherwlse indicated, all material in this memorandum was taken 
from the file, "Refugee Groups - Children From France to the United St_~tes 
and Other Countries." 'l'his file was found in the Visa Division of the 
Department of State. _ 

2/ Letter of 'J February 1942 from the Attorney General to the~Secretary of 
- State; letter of reply from Asnistant Secretary of State Long to the _ 

Attorney General (not dated); cable no. 2119_ of) i.iarch 1942 from Department_ 
to American Consul, ">!arseille, Frat1ce; memorandtmt_o_f-~3 March 1942, of a . 
cvnl'erence between· J,\r, Harrington cif the. State Department arid J.!r.·. Robert­
Lant' of the USCCEC; le~ter of 3 Harch 1942, from A. !.lo Vfarrein1 Chief, V:j:sa 
DiVlsion to USCCEC· cable no. 112 of 13 April 1942 from Depart.ment to L~sbon. 

}/ Ho. ld5l of 18 September 1942 from Department to JAarseille, France. 

. .; -
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·:-·1:~ t.r.~t Polish chiLlrRo e3ca~Jing tl:xough Soviet 2ussia Ymuld be- given 
;,...3 __ 1~,~ i1~ ;-:c::.:J""a; th<:.:t, 3JCD !ir-?.:~k refur;ee chil(iren Yiei'~- ·in the _Belgi~D:- Cong·o; 
... :.~- t tl1e !Joni:-tica~1 :_:_:e:?:J.~Jlic had offered tr:J.nsportation -and. a~ylum to 3500 
::.:1~ ·.l~~-·..:!!1 £'ror:t J.•'rance; ani ~!1c..t -~an_ada -~..-as consi~lering asylu~n- for- seycraT 

:~'~::~~;~:l ~~e;:~;1~~:;±J'-i)l:d by J.3Cl3S.-:i, ::cDonaJ.d and G«ort;: L. iiat:ren, 

~ :~;::~:1~rg;~~~:;:i~l~~l£~~~mt;~:fi~!:;1i~i' 
.ri:!:3cli8 sili.l,..lren v;cs i_;eiiig-.1~la~1e ~.-.-"ithin the limi-ts o£'-~the -inun?.g-ration __ 
ia-.·~. 11 

~'l1<J pr::;ol-3 .. 1 '•i<1s ta~~e!l up by Cnd8r 3ec:retar;y' ·;r~lles -wit.h the Pr85~den:t., 
__ ._._ t:_-,.~ ~-cllc-::;inc is .~_::os ~stant ::.>e·:;retary .dr'3cl~inridge -LOI).g•a ine:-;lOranduEl of: 
.-:.:~t .::: • . :?.:].l.zs iL.['Ot'!!l8d h!_:n had transpired at this confe:re_nc;~e-: 

-~~~~--. ::elles advls.--_;-::1 iile toda:t that-_the Pi~esideht 1~ad given hiS 
;_:tj!~3ent, t.o receive u~1 to S·JOO chll·:lran .. but desii-8d that ·-tl).er_e be 

• !E: )U'.Jll::;i.:.y in coa·v~ction- there;dth. 11rJ 
_,:£!}e. follo-.<ing is the texL of a tcle~;ram se!lt on 7 oC-t.Pb~;r ·19h2 _to· I.~r. JameS 

_ .~J~::al•i f:t'OI:!. J .. r. Su'lrrEr ;-;-elles, Acting Secr8taY.y of -state:-

"~'fie Precilent autl1orizes me to inform you that he- aliproves 
t!1e 'ie~~sicm to p·ant visas to 5000 instead of 1000 destitute children 
novr in i.;'!·:::.:1ce. Ee does not ·Jeli8VB it lesirable, hovreve1~, that any 
?U-olic sGate:nent be ruade concerning t 11; s uecision on the part of this 
~~ovS!rnr.1~nt. I sho•_;]_j appreciate an opportw1ity of' discussing with 
:r:J 1J. a.n::l .:r. ,/ar·ren at yot2"' early convenience certain det.ails·con­
cerni:le; this question and the question mentioned in yotU" telegram 
to !"lle of Se.?te.'Jher 30." 

'f:j·-~ te~e.,:ca.r: of JO :.>epte!JOer 1942, ii' gcrHiane, was not included in the files 
<::::-_;__,_, i':.!1sj. 

-'jn 3 •Jc!:tober 19~~2, il..ssistant Secretary Long yu•ote to the Attorney General, 
~s~:i.n[; for a:.::m.rances that satisfactory arrangements would be made f'or the 
admission of o!lc )000 children for whom the visas were to be issuecl at their 
;oort o: entry and for their care and support in the United States, The 
).ttorney :Jeneral, on 22 October 1942, advised that such assurances had been 
~:;iven. The a~:propriatc Consulat.es were advised of these arrangements on, 
or about, 24 October 19!12, although all cables of advice and particularly 

4/ =.etter of 2:1 September 19"2, from USCCEC to Under Secretary Well~s, c ~ 
2/ :.:emorandu'7! of 5 October 1942, by Assistant Sect;etary· Breckinridge L()!'g! 
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tcw3e to :?ranee, were not contained in the files exa'llined.~ It was indicated 
tll· t Pierre Laval had advised the Embassy at Vichy that the child.r_eri would 
be a:'_lowed to depart from ?ranee, id that a first group of 500 would be 
~-ol·---! t.o leave in the near future.§. It might be noted, pa~erlthetically, 
ho7cav;or, ti;at wD.en th,e JDC at Lisbon had requested the Spanish Embassy to 
assi..st. in_ oOt2.inine t;cansit vtsas throuei1 5pairi._ for 1000 ch:i,J..dren_ theft in 
"ra,ce, the la1;ter found it necessary~to cable for further~(or initial) 
instruct-'--ons :l.J 

~ ~-~-;.t_ ~d~·-p?irl-~,. hC:r;;evt?r, _~he :o:rhole_ ~~tt~r of. the ~e~~g~e chil~en W~s B/- -
ev:.t.:~r(G.LJ J..t:oypecr,.-_lo.~,r;el.y. oeca~~e -o~_L-!1;8 l}Uras:ron o.I. Vlcny ~Y. the Hazl~·-=t ·:1as in~cateJ. that represm1tUtives -of ·th?~Ai~8iicalr 9hi~d··,'Ie1tar8}~~~t:tey-­
":Etd ·arrived it'1 -LiSbon Op_ 21 ~over.rber 1?42 to- ai:l in ~he rem_oy~l o.:f ._r~fugee -
,:::~·1ilj_r"en in .i?rac.ce, _and Yfere then trying to find soine neutr:al.--or'-irench 
re~iei' organization to get the children across the Spanish:b-or'dei"• _ The­
:c~_)J:esentatives also yfishcd to enlist the aid of the Swiss Legation at ViChy 
~6 arrange for the release of these children to Spain. -Th6 ·di~posit,7· oh Of -
-r.~J.Ls ,,1atter. is, -p~rhaps, best indicated by the following quotation:2. -

~ "" ;o *The.'!- would also lll<e to enlist the aid of the~ Swiss 
L'ei_:ation at 7ichy ill arranc;i!lg for the release of these ~childJ'en 
to S-Ja.L-rt. They Uava be,:~n a9-vised that if their ~qmrr5.tt.ee ~at 'lloue 
_-vlisi:es to have tr.e ass__;_staribe of the Swiss authorities it- shoUld 
di.oc•1ss t!1e matt,er with the Department. 

"Since some time will nrobably elapse even in the best of 
circwnstE:.nces before the release of an~,r children from li'ra~~e ~auld 
no·.v be arranr;ed the members of the group are interested in endeavorine 
to ~et certain refur-:ee children out of Spain. They state that they 
ikcY<e telegraphed the De::>&.rtment asking that these children be included 
in the blanl:et visa assurance if the answer is favorable they hope to 
send representatives to Spain to discuss the matter further vdth our 
Embassy and the Spanish GOvernment. [So in the original.] 

~Cecoleno. IJ97, ~24 Octooer 1942, 5 p.~. from Department to American E.'1lbassy, 
- ::a-irid. 
7/ See cable no. 1598, 22 October 1942, 8 p.m., from J,[adrid to Department. Y This asswrrption is based on the absence of any substantial material between 

.:)ecember l, 1942 and 3 December 1943 in the files examined, It was confirmed 
by a statement of i.\rs. Crowe, of the Visa Division, Department of State. 

2/ Cable no. 1674, 25 November 1942, 8 p.m., from ~'ish, Lisbon, to the 
Secretar; of State, 

'-..:---
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u•rhe r:!etiOers of the newly arriv~,:;d American group vrho ate 
!~~-o:.:._1_rally a:.n:.ious not to remain idle in Lisbon for any length 
ol t.:!..me Cil.'ld t"!1e Le~~ation is doing all in its power to_ aSsi-st­
:.::.:.:::: in. ;LinUing some worthw'nile work to wfiich they can tUrn 
t!v::!ir ener;_:ies. 11 

·.;n l Jecember 1942, t~1e President'S:" 1.1.dvisory Conrni:ttee On Political 

,;;:~~1i~E~~i:~f~~~i~f~E~I~~~~~~ril~~;~ . 
~_ .. rc~.:!C'3 -~--r-..}.o~:' to ·-Bhe cn:cut;<ition.of s-Ctut.heL'n t"ro.nce and -_the exit- visaS.:had 

:;::::~: ·,-;.::_·t,~l.i>-!·.-n. ~~~-'~ :.l~at·e ,Wep)lrtment vraS ~s~:::·~d to as-certair~_-t.J~-ovgh_ the 
.=.·::iss if ·;.~l1e -French ·;;ould pm-·mit any children to leave, and if the situation 

~,.;.:.:_~iclt::n~:;l~- :w:::.efu). to warrant havinE; escorts at Lisbon._ A ni8:~gin,al. _ 
-n-;:~~ (h1 ti1is le~::,er indicates that one of its YITiters, Er. George L! ;Yarr-811, 

-:.:-:.1-:_:;_; .::;!1 _.i· • ..L~~:_~v2rs of the Visa Division to :::lisc'.lss the mat-C:er. Yil1at waS 
=-~: __ ;, :·;:;;....-:.; IlC•t ir.t··l.:_cEl.ted, nor is there E~.n:r ev..:..d"'3DCB t~~~t anythif?-g __ furth?r 

;.:n 25 Eove:Jber 1942, Hr. George L •.• -arren called !Jl<--Eli~{--~. --COult~~~, 
•Jf_ t>~e· ~lisa Div-ision of the State Department, on the f'hpn~~ I-Ie -said he-_!Hid­
r8t>~i.ved a re?o::.._...t. indicatinb thd.t 200 refugee childJ:~e~--hciQ.<reach~~--~:Pai-n, 
:trd---~·:'ere in !Jrlsons, the conditions in which -.·,-ere 'iery-bad• _:In ·rna.ny--cases 
t: ... ere ·;:.3-re p; .re!1ts with them. 'I'he follo•:ring are, perhaps, the lnore in.terest­
::..ng G~·:ce~~;.t.s from a ;:1emoranrl-J.E1 of ti1is conference; prepared-by-CoUlter and 
ad:ice~::c:·...:. to ;.~3lstant 0ecretar-J Long: 

11 ~ •. ..r. i::..~:.'..vers i1ad told ~i.I'. ~ia::·ren that the arrangements relating 
Lv ch i_L .. J.I~en covered o:-.:.ly those whose parents had bc:en deported from_ 
? .r·;..J.ace. ;.:r. 1iarren said that he had not previously nnders ~ood that 
~:tis 1·estriction existed - tnat tiwre had never been 5000 cases of 
c:_t: .. l·.Ten of deported parents, althou,:~;!l in practically all cases the 

E..:.r..::.rts were subject to deportat,ion. 11 

~;1·. L0n;; ~1e:·1c::.leJ. the following note in the rna.rp,in, alongside this paragraph: 

""";''-'ally deported or about to be def)orted - to save the children 
:..1s far as possible - but not to break up families Wlless they were ·to be 
<lerJOrted, If any children can be f40lt out of' France they may be admitted 
her<o," [;;nderscoring in original] ,10 
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, ~·"- c~--:>le na3 d.ispatd·1e:d to 1.!adrid on ~ :Je~em~er ~1~2 ~a-sking ~9~- ~e-~_a~ls 
~ne 2JO ~:efugees rer·orte:l to have reacned 0p8.1n, ll/ ana a follow-lJ.!) sent 

·J!l 2~ :ec2mbe~ lS-~2 •12/ ~To further commu..llications appe~red in the file --on- _­
,. c~ Sc>.'J~ect. 

~L =-~ :.:ove1:-h~r 1~1 4-2; th': .~ttt.o~ney General Yli'ote to the_ Secretary .of __ S:tE~t-e_ 
:--:!.:;:'c~rr~n~ ~;ep.erally to t!1e ~):robleTil oi' l'efugee children, ·and -tp~ -~)ropos_al· wh_:i_ch 

~:~~~;*1·1~fl~~;~~£~~!~~tr~~ili:~;;J~~~~;~~r:~" 
s:~.le • .::::. ·rl1lS let~el~ ~.-:as never ans·;mred. A drafT. let.ter had oe~n nreoared -·_ 
.:-~.,_~:::h st.:.:S8d -11·j\i9 De-p:..rtment 11&.~ no objection to receiV~i.Ylg tl~8 _l~_e_f~g-e~ _chil_; 
_:.:'2:i. _ i'ror:! t~1.s cotL"ltries nen~ioned in- those cases whar6 _the parents h3.ve been 
J.!.~ G..!'a a·;_:;~)_'_-t to Oe- cieport.ed to enemy occupied ter}:'itories, 11 !!!,/_Th.i.s~w-as k-illed 
-T;_! a ':~t::.:o~--- .• tl'.t:: irom f'.ssl stant Secr2t;_l.ry Long, 15; the gist- of whiqh · 1l3J? that 
L(l_-:=:: _r.:::·.--:_;I ~u~lr~t:::·iss from ·uhich -we were interested in _evacuating rafug8e't were 
:.~:cs2 .~l·:Jm vrhic!l the2·e -_.r::!.s dan~·er of tl--ie 2..,efu~:ees being--_ depprted. 

~;:::'o:."e 9:;:0-::::.rking UC)On the second phase of. thiS: p~<;:tqre_, __ \'li,1iC1~ pccU.?:"'-red af~~X: 
r:~-~:..:-2..:· oD~ yaar 1 s del:].y, it mi~.::·ht be well tv not.e -:IJhB.t_ dlit"irig--l9~l?_ a,Jl"'Y'_o:;.ches 
l;c.·_~ be.::~~l 1:1ai~ -tv va!'ioas gov.~rnm~nts to give asyl11ffi_.tO"·cJj.ild":r_ef~ge8~/~:-- ~-he-· 
~-.Jllovrinr fl:;.:.-1 of.fer0d h3.vens, variously con-;Iitioneci!_---: ArgeD-tin~;_:-uP to--1000 
,,..-~sas for chilci:.~e!1 'JlY.ier 14 years of at:e, visas to b~ Va_l:ld uJ1tli end of_ 1943; 
:."'.IS ~re.li.s., lS') Jevd.s:n rei'"J.gee chil·lren from Vichy Fre.nce -betv'reen 7 mid -li-J-_ years 
o£ a;:_e; ~~ana,.la, :1dmission of SJO c~il:iren under· 18 years-_Of age' non-immigrant 
ste:.'::.:.:.s, f:Jr t:1e .ltt:'ation of t.he -a<J.r; Chile, aqnlission of a sr~all nwnbe1~, 
pv .. .-~:iiJle to ·Je exte~:1.Jed to 1000; Palestine, 1000 certificates for tmaCcompanied 
c-[J.i::..ire:-. -Jn"ler ld; South ._._frica, tempo2~ary stay to 200- Youth Aliyah 90rtificate 
;!o3.:.i2r3, if no YJ.~.;~port available to Palr::stine; United Kingdom, m1limited number 
::~avint,: n·)3.r relrl.t.ives (meaning moth~r, fa-i:.h:::r, grandparent, uncle, ~~m~, brother, 
vc· s.C:.tc:r) in the CJnited Kinc;ciom; and the Un:lted States, 1000-5000 visas for 
:·":i'U&':!:J c:,.;_luren l"rOln Vichy ;.''ranee, Uf-' to 16 years of_ az.e foi:.· ·all except ·enemy 
c..2.ier.s, -.-Il-12;:-e r~~c limit is 11-~. year2-. 'i.'hls/:ofriS reported as h~vin-g beel1 e~-tendad 
t...::: t.::1:J--A~ esca?in~ to S;>c.in anJ Porta~:al.lO _ 

On ; Dec9r.1ber 1943, the British approached the State Department with 
rec.p~ct to 6000 children in France. Mr. Leavitt, of the JDC, evidently de­
slreci to remove them to Switzerland, vrh:lch :ilnposed the conclition.that they 
be movec~ after the WD.r. llr. Tr2.vers, of the Vi~a Division,_ in. a memorandum 
tc. l..r. Lon(; wrote "I mention"d that we could not agree to accept them here 
ofter the war as we could not answer for the future especially as there might 
·,.., a chance in the :Lrru,,:lgration laws, 11 The possibility of havinr; the British 

·11/:!o. 1374, 1 ))ecemher 1942, 3 !J.m. from Llepartment to Badrid (repeated by 
- mail to Lisl.)on). 
12/Cable no. 1489, 24 December l;Ju2, 6 p.m. to 1,:!\drid frqm Departn1ent_~ 
13/See Exi1ibit 11B11

• 

Tii/See EYilibit "Gil. 
13'/See r:xhibit "D"• 
!S(See next page. 



.,_.-

- 6 -

l?/ 
2..:::::iGT1 m_.~nbers, i.n the Pale3tine Qu~ta for post -rlar entry· Yf_E!-t?~-als'o di~c\1ssed-.­
Cn 29 i.Jecember 1?43 the !3ritish advised th~t tfieY could n6:t_ assign _-_pOS~-war 
q>..wta nw,_:_bers for ?;.:.lestine because they could not tell- if it ._would- be _ ~ -m~ndate 
at t~-~at time. Fu.rtl1ETIJ:ore, the British- stated that they-could_hot tie-·up th8s~­
n·Jlnbers -;·:hen ti1e:r;G was no certainty of the children availi~g themse~ Ves. o_f- th~m 
E..fter tne war.l8, _ 

~:e~rt•.-hile, t[le bxecu~iv8-- Commit_-Lee of the IGC met ·an _4- January -1944~ i~-. - • 
Lor.~lon!_ Tl:Jis _J?ro~lerri _-rf&.S: one_ ?f- ~he l]latters on -:i:~S <ige~4~~-~ --~-h~ _.a!?~)r~~c4es 
S:JC•:;-=sted. W•ere: (1) ,G,.nva:SS. the possibilities ·a!' getting 'the chiidr>end.nto .· 

. ~~~c.e~;tltf,i~~· ::~~;c~~~:& ~~,;~n~~!rn~~~~~=e!r~;a~~~:~}~;!iba~~: {~~b~~~~-~ . 
·an;l c/ici'Y GovermrrerJs. "'itl]. an offer to take 500 children; (2).oto 'p3t then! 
t-:> tl""<'e. pt(lel' co)lltries of asylum, througl\ Spain and Portugal; (3)' to get 
t~-~ ch.:'~l..ir8n to Switzerla11d, rrhiph would be conditioned_ o-n -gettiirg--th6 consent 
of cne of the asylum countries to take the children after. the war; (4) except 
i:1 the caEe of Eire, to have the S1•;iss Govsrl}l11E;~nt approach- ·the Jfichy- or German 
~o·,-~rn.'1ler:t oc the granting of exit permits .19/ : 

~=ec.rr.-.-tile, the financial guarantees neceSsarY -for th~ entry of the -5000 :. 
:C-:::f'c1;;ee c::-iil,_l_ren into the United States he.4 .b6en given~ ?Of ~n~ St~te ~hac?- adviS_8d_t. 
Lon~on that this Government W&S prepaied to ·:afflrilj--it~ -·origina~_ off:B-1' rind :e:~_t8nd-~­
it b itcch>.Je: (1) tll'e isswomce of )000 iffimigration yi,;as to German;'i\ustriRn; 
Czec:-!cslova}:, ?v~ish, Russian, Belgian, NethB:i'la~~~- Qr st~teleSs :children, -1'fho--­
were to cc,me fro;: u:::cupied ?ranee; (2) the age limits were.l6 for chilcli•eh of 
non-enerr(t Grigin an:l 14 for cilildren of enemY origin; __ -(3) the Offer covere~ 
c!-::.J.:_~rer. corr.ing frorr, ar.:;rrk~ere in 1"rance, and _not mer~lY _from Vichy Ji'rance; (4) 
a:_-:e lirnits -.-iere t.o apply :Lt the time of the issu~nce "'of the visas, regard).eSS-
c,i' -.-;het.~'-:;1/ ~,isas Y/cre issued in Switzerland, Spain or Portugf:ll• 'rhe cable con­
cluc:ed: -1; 

117he question of receJ.Vl.ll£: chl.ldren from ~·witzerland after the 
·;;r,r ;·rv1ld :le:oend on the future status of the various quotas and we do 
not i'e.-..:1 we ca.n make any post war commitments. Hq~uever, every effort 
:rill be made and it is believed that a considerable number of children 
could be accorronodated tmless there should be some ·chrn.1ee in the law. 11 

Ib7 .hru1ex to ;.1ernorandwa entitled 11 ~lcfugee GhJ.l;.:l.ren in. France ~ I.!emorandtun 
- IG/ .. u::/ll.l7th Decc•ubcr 19!~3" in Ag'mdR for mecl;inr;·of Executive CotiJ!nUtee 

of the L"fltersoverrunental Cont!Jittee, hth January, 1944• 
17/ See uenorandw.1 of 3 December 1943 from l.ir. Travers to l!:r. Lone;. 
'DJ/ ::emorandmn of 29 December l9h3 from ;.;r. Travers to !Jr. Long. ~-
19/ Ar;enda of meetLng of J;;xecutive Connnittee of the IGC, 4 January 1944. 
?.Oj Let:;er of .30 December 1943 from UnUed States Committee for Care of Em·opean 
- Children to the Attorney General; memorandwn of 30 December 1943 from Hr. 

·~ravers to Mr. Lone;; letter of confirmation from the. Attorney General to 
Secretary of State, 17 January 1944• · 

21/ Cable Eo. l'J7 of January 1944 from Departm~?nt t;oliondon-. -Exhibit "E". 
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22/ 
3:-wrtl:r thereaft.er the following cabla was sent .to Londw1:-

H:~ .. .-Lfori;-1~.;~::._-Jn rec.~ived from the Joint ilisti'-ibllt:Lon Committee 
ln:lic:~~t3s -::.!Lt thP. ~;lisht o£' Je-;rlsh children in l*l:·cinc~ ~fs -gro~-fi.l1g-­
-H-:.r3,3 ~o:;1ti.nually. In lJep:1rLnent r s telegram- Decemb~1, JO yOu Yi:j.Il 
not~ :ie :-~Te -.• -illinr to do every~h:Lq:z pos~ibl8 to ·ac~ept children_ 
in t:~:;.._s cc, .nt.~- an:l ;1~pe IGC vfill mal'CB every effort -~o- ·a-rrarig~ 
s8.t..:...:3i'St.ct.::.ry ;~aai--:.J.ht9es-:-to Switzerl.;:;.nci-wb.ich-..,.dll enable theiu to 
ae~_;~~:.t a . _!.2..-'@ional ci1ll.-J.ren in Srd_tzerlan~~ ~~- : 

l'ii8 .. ~_ ;JSJ.Y!-~~::.rJ·- 19+.i: r.tEfeti~g of the -E):ecut~;e Conunit-tePJ <;>f-:_tl)8- -In((..;•hls-

-~~~~~t~·~-~-:~r;~-:~i~~~~~-~JY:~: ~~!~~~:~~;ll~~\-~!:~;~;~ -,~~t~~~t~~ii~~~~6~~-~~~~~~~~na-j 
-~-~-. -."!ine.t1t :l~d not ·h2v7 -the c_?-ble under re_ferenc8 -~\Jqve-,~~Pe d~d_ ina1ce the·- "-~ --~---
.:-:·='..l::r.·•ln;:::- stc:,tem.ent:...l . 

11 'fi1e ;;n.Ltei St.:i.L.es Uo~.r·~rnment is of the _opinion that _ 
8'E:.:·:--t~2.q; ~·: •. :.;si~Jl~ s!~o-.t2._,j_ be done to arrange __ for the_ tranS:f8_r 
of 1·efugee c!-illd . .:.·eE from France, vrh~re t.heii· .condition is be...:­
conin·c procre3si ~tely ;ro:"se. \'fith regard to -suc_h chi-ldr~il, I 
arr. instr<Jctel to st3.te thJ.t if they- can be mqvaci in _the·_ near 
fut,rre and if tile J8int :Oistri!nttion .Coin:nittoe~ :.C?;t'- .otlier. org~---;·­
.i.z.r·~t.lo:13 ar·(~ ;·.-il2.i!1t, to fing,~1ce their. journe·y·:-t9 the United: Stat~s ,_ 
the L:n_i_;~ed ;jtates is prep3.red __ to accep~ 5bQO __ cli:LlclreD..u 

~:o :..:..fF~r o.:i'..;..:.·..; oi' c:~:;~, l·..J~ ·:,ere ~~·.:n·thcoming, altho-ugh ··the ,A;r_>g8nt.in~ .-lunbassador 
in.l..:..c:;.r..c:J. i1: iFJ.;:l C.3~~e..i h:i_s G-ov·~rnment -gp.fjthe!' it· ,was preparec,l t?. renew~ it~. 
o:·i''}r ci' l/~3 to :;:r;c:.:!ivc l:JOO Cilil,.l.l·e~!Io ans...-;er· hadj at that time, be'eri 
:..·· ...... :;_.:1c-Jr.Ji.r.:.G~ 

T'le Jritish an:l American Gov,,rnments had agreed to place the mutter of 
the :'.·c;fu~ce Sf1lldren in France into t!le hands of the ·IGC, · and it Tras aut.hor­
iz-2-l tCJ take th.; follm•Fing s te~'s: ( l) to moye the Swiss Goverrun~nt to apprOach 
the Vichy and German authorlties for the grunt of e?D-t pe~mits; (2) to nego- ' 
tia.te with the s~·rlss Government for the grant of tempor~ asyltun to sor.~e of' 
the chlld.:::-·en; (3) to ce.rrJ on ne.::;otiations with th9 Portueuese Gove1~runent if, 
~-:.nd v:flen, where is a definite pros_:1ect. of getting the c;:hildren into Portugal; 
als~ ~;;ith the ::banish Gov'3rnment in rei:'~'rd to transit facilities; (4) to can·y 
on n<::Jtic,tlons with the JJC or other organizations in regard to the maintenance 
::cd "cransp0rt of the ch'cldren; (5) faiJ.:ing ol;her arrangements for the cost of 
;,,a.Lntenance an::-1 t.ransport, to suJmit proposals to the Bx8cutive Commit:tee. The 
;,rc~,o3al made to the ComClittee had contained one other objective - to continue 
th<o d'-scur.sions with the Goverrmtents of the Argentine, the Dominion of Canada, 

22/ C:c~,J.e no. ll~5, 7 J'muary l)h;4, 3 l).m. to London from the Department. 
2J/ 'Jraf\, L:inutes of IGC Executive Committee, 4 January 194h, section 3, ]_),2, 
?i_/ Idem, 
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::.;·:·-~ -:.ne t:~:.:.--Je:l :L'.-~es of it..merica, and al$o Tdth the -~e-rrl_sh~ Age-ncy -Fpr 
... ~al::s-si~-:7!, ·;iit,h the o·oj~·:::t of arra!1.::ing for the a,syl.UJll of-t!1e· 9hi~dren. 
_:.t th•_:: re--~'.lest of tile Sritisl1 G:_-.~rel'Thilent this ·was_ alnended· tQ- have_ the TGC 
con:.Iuct the discassions with the Dritish Goverl1.!aent·, .vfhich_-Ydll haVe·it:s 
Foreign Qlffice discuss the matter ·wit~ the- Colonial Ofl'ice· and the Jertish 
-~,:;_;ency. 25 · . . 

-~;f:i'~};;:t!f1!~1~~J~;l~l~¥:E~;i~~~~~~i~l~1~~~T 
::.r~ :l<;tn.~-:~r- c:f' de~)(n··tc~.:_on c-r 7.-};ose pa!·ents- hacl teen d(3I)_ort8d o 9r ~;-ere j.n 

_.._ · i.l-,£~:-~::-1 .- ·~~~~" It~c -2.l:=o acte~ the Swiss if 'they_ we:re- !)!'epa~ed ·t-o g:i:'16 

=~· ; ~!~. ~:: :-~~!:~z~~- ~~~~~e t~~i;~~:;~~:~c~ft~o th~o~:,r:~~~' ~~:~l~l~:r~:~:t·~~o~~!~~3.g7• 
" ;::r' :--:::r- t;::' t.:!..is J.::t~-?-r t;:.s J-et ar~-,.;::a~~l?:::l in the files examined.--

C·r1 iS _Januc.:.l':; 1;;~~' :Gor:!don v:as advised by the -Deg~_rtment -that the JritiSh 
_":rt-:::..,:::-n ·::::~fice ·;;il: not.. i'i:--.·.~- it ~os:-siCle to as-s-ir,n ·nU.mb_ers-_tO chilrl!:en -in 

·-t---=.;~,'.:.]_tuc:;.-·l.:tlL1 t·-=. ~~~rm.it them to enter- PalesGine after tte v;ar. The c~b~e coi:!.~a_i~;?.· 
tZ1e f8llc-vri.r_g s~1:tences: 

- .. --
11'l.'!-:e l'":.!:resc:~·~~.c.. i.:::.ve c.f tile ~-ritish -Eri1bassy s_t_ate:d _the.-~- nO: oil.e 

::::.o-c:: -<-.-::tLer ~~1 :..~stiLe Yim~l6 continue to .be a,--:Ol'itish -mandate or the 

: ~~~~~ ~;c;~~~: :~~~~i~L~:s :~:11

~~=~=~~:~~:~~~[:~~~: ~~==&J:bi~:r. 
-_'l1e rer l v -.·,-e.;_; t.het this was true, but the-British do not desire to 
tis -..~:)- t~~eir !T;_.rl:l .. ers when the child.ren mieht not even- wish to proceed 
t.--=- ::;c.iestir:e ~.:·tcr the Yi3J.·.u 

.~.· . .-.e 1·- --t-~.::;;:;:;.:.lor -.-.-as requcstc.J. to &Li:.eJ:J.pt to obt8.in a rccohsideration- of this __ 
fJ:;-::,iti:::.,n c..ncl :1C..V6 the i-3ritis!l authorize ntm1bers to be allocated permitting 27/ 
clL~:;__-J:~2n t.:.~ ;:mt8r Po.l2stine -.-,itbin the total allovmble under_ the ;,}lite Paper.-

:::::t !n,;._:!1t 'ce noted th:-~t the objections referred to above v,r0re ·presented 
on 25' _)eca:~J:er 194.3 by Lr. Ha;;rter of the i3ritish Lmbassy to !~r. 'l'rnvors, of 
t!1e Visa Divlsion. 2~t this tim~?. LT. 1'r&.vers had prepared a ca.Ole to Winant, 

~cieo, 
20/ CabJ.e no. 3h2, 14 January 19,14, from Lom\on to the Departnent; Dispatch 
- ;;o. 13285, 1h January 19;!1.:, i'roP.l London to the Department -· Exhibit "F" • 
27/ Air;ormn Jlo, A-83, 19 January 19q4, 7:20p.m. from the Department to Loridon. 
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28/ 
___ .,.;_:~::.}.~- :=;-;;:nt c.~_:t c!'l 7 Ja~-...1.:-~r~- l;l..__,_~~, --Trh:i.9h cor .. tained the fOllOyoing as t}iC 

:o1.:·c :::CJrl·:;- c.o 1:-=:i:::n t.he -.uriti.sh L.;ovcrnmenf. is not 
".!.':t:· .·_!··:t::::_:-~~ :;'...:..:-.:~-:-:l'S to be 2.llccated permitting chilCTen to 
~~·>c:::.' =--~l:=:..J.:.i.~_·.:: :.1.,1'-~ ho-}B you r.:::t:-- c~-~u.s_e then:. to rec-onsi.~ler• 11 

- - - !· ~ 

f _ o ;,PI . . n 
(!~•·j.~C 
:fJos<>Ph H."r.rurphy / :) 

""ZJ'{" .:ie::: 1":..:.. tz-.-:_;t•:!--·2.'2-.---- ---
:?c;:.j _t-.c •. :C<: .• o·cc .. J!,_LI~ 1 and draft cable are cont.a.ined in Exhibit 11 QII. 
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_ _l_'• Y=~·_-:.-- _-::; -'~l-~T;:r-~ V::·Je=;:1onecl from :·:ew York to s·a,r that he ·haU-
____ .·--:!-~i. <- ~.----:~:-'-l:.'t: :'_: .:..::..C!~-L:i::~_:.- th:;it there .s.re 200 rei'ng_e~ ch:il~l.ren 'who_ 
--~:;;;; .c_-::,:.:.c:.-.::::. ~;_--;:-. ..:.r::. .:..11'2;_~ r.~!.-·2 t;.nderstood t.o be in pi"'ison, _probably- in 
~"::.n.y c·.=s.·· :ti""C!i a ,-c-.:.:·~~It. L'be conciit:i.ons in the p_l:isons :are said to 

;_,-_: I r:: -----~ -~· 

__ • .':.·3-·r:;.-s tc-ld : .. .r •.. arren that -the- -~ ... r1:angernent !elatine 
~ _ ;::: __ _.__ _:..::~r_;~-: :.:::.-~: _:r ~ c. . .1.~: tho~;e ·rrLose ~;s.r·errl:.~ had ·oea!l- denort&d-- from·" 
___ :-_~;~. ~-~· •.. a1·r-;~·; 3cti:.i. tl-:·.;.t :1s· had not pf:e~iciusiy _mldeiS-tcOd · tl-iat · 
c..·.:..2 :ce::;t.:·~ :t:...vr~ e::_:__::;i_,r~_i - ti:·1c..t t~-1e:.:·c hG.d nev_~r- .b§8n~ )000 cases_- of­

c.:>.~~ -:r::;~ cf "i•=·-:-ort.c:-; ~Y .:::·eni.E, alt.:::.ough i:r .. pr0.cticall~/ ali of the· cases 
~_,[,·; -y_·.:;;:::.':..:. -.m1·e sub~ect. to ,i_e(·O.i~t::::t:-ion • 

. ~, •.. arr~n stated that, -.-.rir.J: a restric-tiori liti.iting the yases wpich­
t_:;,_n t.:: t::o:!sider(.d to these ,)f c~·tiJ.dren 1'li1ose parents· have been: deported 
i':r·:_'!!"• :.r·i.rtc:e, t.i.ere ;·Jill be noti-::·lng to be done regarding the children 
i.I .>-. .: .. in c..nll t.h- .t i.i' there should be no other· course fom1d possible 
·:'1::-i"c.L·e :.__~r~cB::•bf~r lS-ti! it vd.ll be necessary to have the ·persons who - \ 
rt:cr:: .• tl~; -.-.-ent t:.' Li:-uon to cts..;~_st the children, return· to _the United StateS. 

::r. ,,BYren s2..Ld. tl::d:. he h~d aif;-lied for a prj ority fOr 1-~r. _S_chwarz, 
\...!---:·..:: :;_·.- :·-rr~:J·:.:;t~ .t_;_vo :i.n LiE bon, us he can e::.:-plain the: situation better if 
be :3-0'.n c )~~.e here in !Jer2on. 

I underst:.nd from .. :r. ]111 of II! that it is douiJtful whether a 
~Jl·i::.rity _will be r.val.lable lor l.~·. Dc.:i:Jwarz. 

i t"olt1 :.'r. o~arr·en thc.t if he can obto.in for us the names of, the persons 
in °'0ain who are there wit!: their children -,,;e will be glad to expGcli te action 
ir:.. theLc cases, in the usual manner, though not tulder the special Urrange-
I 1ent .fur cft_!_ldren. 

ok 
bl 
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·.!_'o c.vvid t;:.:·i ticisJ!t :;;hich ~nichf resUlt_ 'i;f 'th~-- iritei·eSted_o_ or£0J1izatis?I_1R 

::i-:.::cJ.l dl2een7-inue t.l:.~ir e.fforfs- o:n behGtl_f of ~ne: c!1:L_ld:r:-e_n,-: ?-hd in_ order 
thc.t th?' ~Jef)-~•rti:H::n:t '>'.is!;B:s to lx} -?.s h~l~~pul-_as_~Os~i~lei_it i=·s 

-t~-.~.::, :.;.~! _-ul: ... ent.·cite_c:::.C m~d~--~~ -~he ~ase_s- _in '~ihich _anbliCc"t~onS 
a~_-('::~_Uy_ b~:~::n I:~;ei~l8~~--~~1(~ iti ot_hei~ C<}~es,- up~n ,r::e~~e~pt-_R.f~-~nforJ)Hitipri 

from the uorisu1 at Do.'h:eli:ma and.that arrc,rl;;eme11ts ·be J'iade t~~t~~t~~~ial· ok 
cc.~~~~s _- C0_l~~-;_~18l~~d _-_l.n~~e-~·~:tJ.-J'<~~V_:t/i1:J>~0i::,-·;i~t~_f.:.s_-:_aiiq ~t~l~_ -Q_'?['-r?-•- _ o~ ·.-

-~~~:r:~~~~~!i;~r,:~~~;t:'~r~;2;~,K~~i4~'tu~~J;~~ig~~~~!.:."u"'::r -()r vil;enii , .. 

-· >:.·_ ·--.:-e~ ~:i·e---.,~-sait-ii-i-6 ~a ... -r~PO:i~--r;- Ir:dm :.~a:~[x·ir..i..- r8;;;ardih~-; ~-thR:--rifli_ge~s --~~~ 
.:::~-c~luJ -be ··2.i•:isable to send a ;_ftu·t1"i<'..:r ~able _~to_-advise the '-
CC!"!Z'JlS t:: tc~eD"'aih th8 --hrii::cis of" i!iCli'{Ii:iue..ls ~'to .the JJepartm(n1t. 

l':Qvember ?_7, . J~~~-2 __ 
- ___ l - ·._ 

joht r~~~l ,;~~r·~;c~,:"~~~~o;.e~~;~~~:~~ ~o;;P:~~;~~£gs~r~e~~rn~h~;.Y c:~NI 
"~: =~~t~~~~;-,~~e:2:i~~=~:c;e~;:~~~~a~~~e:5f~s;;ih!e0~r~:h~tf~is~u~~~~~{~~···· 
- and hc..ve not been. interned. The;:,r ai·e t'r;:ring :~p: det~.=n~hin_~- \'l!1?tl~er the· 

·;j_c;h;; -~~·-.r·~rr.ment mi~tt be disposed to Li.trust -:tl:e_lrc.nsp6rt;· of- the 
cfl~lJ.r;o.:n t.c 1..~r~ :.Jpan::.s~:. Oo!'der -tc. 'the r<rcnch arid E_;rriss··rt\!d Cr6Ss OT'gairi.-

-·- • .j·c:.'.!Ten s:..tid th:.t l~I'. 1.'1'<. ~ers had·_· 1ncl~cnted sev:.:rc,l days- ago 
t~1~~t ~t mi:_::ht lie ti1,1c to inq~re Yr'"tlether the s-wiss Gpve:rrunent was- _disposed 
to take ·Lf---_e :;;a.tt~r U) 11.-ith the ·v~ch~y- G-ov0rrmmnt and J,'J .... Warren askE:d 
"if!i.ether the l)3pc~rtmE-:nL ha::.; aL·ead.r or would be disposed to apl)roach the 
.SHies Gov•}t·zm!ent on tfte s-:Jbject. 

'llJ: :ij3C: L:JG 
/i/ weg 

/s/: ;;iiot "• Coulter 

Eliot_ B. Co1dter 

ok-­
bl. 

- -·.;_-
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The 

O.?~'IGE. Qr_·THE-:-~~T~OltHEY pJ;E£!:F:AL 
-~\i_??h~n,~~cn~,_--D;_ G. 

L8-t.·-to 1~~t._tprn8r.-Geher<iJ;·-
12-7-42 . •. . 

This --rrifl rrjfer·-~c- ~;>'"our~ fi·~-~- vD Sll~l-ll i(e.fueee Chil~lren/70 
Er1d_ 93, re~ar-cling tl:e qu_estJ..Ofi- 9-~ :issu-ing Vi~as- -:to_ 2~e-fl1gee -Cl;ildr.e1i 
2..:;! ·=·,r~.ac&. I refer ~1~ pa1=·t;icul~:t~ to ~y -lette!'G :t~ ;i{cu-_ of: 0~pte_n_~b_~i, --10! . 
15·£~2 rrn.J: October ~' l9~L2, 1'{.i1_tch- ~J;eG;ite_-_- th~ ~hation~l_ities -of- __ t~e- Chi;:l_.d!~P._:_·-

-·wi:..OJ!l ~i1e y-nitecl States Co~j.ttee_ -for-. the~ -Cc:~-.~~~Of; Eiu~ojeal?- Dh:Lld~en,_ .. ~he\-~-"·· 
des·n·eci tc _b~ing to the -Uni=te-d-~t.2~t~s_. In .yo"ur ).et-t§r _tq J[le :pf-J)~-~·o_bE:r_:-8-,._~~ 
J 942_ you ii~fon!:.Gd me -that --~hE'(_fl~~Sid8_nt' )1~-:d- a!?~:ro~_~d--:~\ -lJl;~p~~-~1- "~_hc::t ~1:!"11~ -:---'-­
number- of suph chilril'en be inC:re,aSed_ tO _a:_ f.o\r.;1- ~Or~ f~iv:-e=-~-tli:?us8.Pd. -

It i'i.?.s coilteng_)lRtecY{ I :~-Bl;i.t~ve, -at· t~ie-"'.oUtSet of _tl~ie·se nec;otia~inns_ 
thc.t all oi' the chtJ.dren in C!UC--~~c-iO_n- _1You.ld -9ome fi~orii _.i?rance • 

i1lt!vJa~<fl tl:.e citildren -are ~o Oe o{ thf~n~tionalities · refe~red~ to 
in my aOove-;-.~nntloneti let.t.ern, al1Cl ~re- to Oe _limited in numb.erto f:iVe· 
t~Jousa.nC., it is nm·r-1esired to accept chiidren .fror.1 the follo-rdnr heJ1\ed 
cowlt.ri·30 ~-11 ~.-::..:ition. to l.'rc:..nce .: 

S1.1ain 
?~rtUt.;al 
Snitze-rl.3.ncl 
bpanish Horocco 
French_ f.-!Orocco 
Al;~efia 
Tunisia 
Turk\lY 
Iran 
Iraq 
PaleStine 
Syria 
Egypt 

~'i:lll ~ro:u "k:i.ndly int'onn ·me ·whether this modification 6f our p1~evious 
arrangements- and W?ders Gan_dings ;is ?.gr-eeci.ble to yOu? 

- -.-. 
::· .S~J!:9_~r_?l_y __ yo~l!~ ,, 

/s/ b'rancis Biddle 

Attorney General 

:,,; -



EXfEBr.r 110 11 -------

.~· . 

~·.-J.~ .-~Jr:u .. :~~:r ~- :..L-t t9-!.~L1.uy:.~ ;:,~-u:er:.4l: ~ -~-
.. --..-;--;_ .=- ,~.-:·-

. -.. -t,:; 
- . . . -. - - . - ~ 

--~--_l~e.;;\::1 .. _ ·ty,j~_:~·--,~~t;t~r- oi_"_:i:J~_\;-~!71Pe~~-:_l), -l9h2 -c~()[;.q-~r:;~~ng --~~~r'~~s1~t,~'l&~f £~~t~;~~!~gf;;;,e,,~~~=:l1d refu[iee children_ t 9 

~~he _:_;e~:;artr.:cnt has- no object~~!~ t~ ·rece~VipG .t~1~_ J~~t}.l.Ge~ 
(:.::.".1:!-I'e::-.;. i'rc..m tlle co·.l:!1;::.ries nit:nt:i,Ci~1e~"l -=~t.!- YJ?ur_--,fctt~r ~n- those- · 

---_ c·?.-:;es _·;;~1FJ:!."'8 tl-!<;- par:ents ;-ta,.re 0Be!1: or"'·- .ou.je __ ~aOC~t-__ ~-~ -b9-: ~e_pq;r--Ged 
_tu e'iiemy oCC'<J{ l2d ~erri torieS. ~ ~]19 -~_n-~~i"'•3GtfJ_~_ 21~~S(irlS -Jrtay _ 

~:~:i;::~~i1~;~-~~~!f~~!~~a~i:~~=~~!~3i~~·!t~~~~~:f~l:~~~!fic-:~·-
i3sue vise.s may b2· stat~Lo:1ed:; fl~l-.ili~}1:)...n_~(.ey)~U.ene_E( t-h_a~~- s-~fis­
fuc!:.olJ- ·art"'o.ngcmBr"tt,s arc being made- for thG -f:Cans~)ol .. tatiOil 
of the c:n±l·l:en to the United Stites. 

You may be interes·r~ed in knor:ing that a~Jpropriate 
inst:.·ur;-:::..icns have nl:::-e~:.-:1;:,:- ba.on sent,- to t.h8 American. Ehbassy 
at ~.:c:·.·:lrld to facilitc.te the :issuance oi·: visas to l'efugees 
in ~pain. 

Sinc,::rely yourG, 

F'or · thB .Jecretary of Stata 

·:rhe iioEo:cc~ble 

i<'ran c::Ls Bi ~ _;le, 
i~tto1~ney Uencl"'.::tl, 

Dreckinridge Long 
~\ss:i.stant Jecre·t.:.;py 
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Visa-DivisiOn 
~·'eb 16 l943 ~ 

_j)ep.it·tr!fent of Stite 

'l'iv! co;u1t.ri-es I,iei1ti-onad-~iii :th8 -i';t:G_qrney Gelr~raT•s. letter'" 
~H·e 3_!.JE..:!.n, _ ?or~!.lGal, Sv.~ltzerlil}d}· S!_:a:n~Sh -4?~"'o:~eo, ~··r~nch E::>~occo-, _ 
n.l;}3ria, ?•J.r;.isia, Tur~:ey, Iran, Irac1, -~al~stin~, ?,;;tr~a; :and ,...Bg~~pt • 

.. ,~ -:~_ 

- ~1 t:l~ :f~.rs_t t-:;:. o.~ ~-ht_t~-,s·"'e~-c-_ .. ·_dc·~ ~.·, .. ~,~~--I~·:_ .... i1,~,·-•_ .. -.Zl1.p~~~~.~ .. -::-o'.-~.-~-~,· ... ~.~-·a1f.:.~:o~~ _sane.-nd+. 
::~rt_;_c·~l::.rl~-- ir.. Jp~.Ln is ..., ~ ~ .'::o: •· " " ..... :~ ,.... " " ~ ..... 

back into ?ra>"l.ce so thzt G-ertTI,nri:t~-C~~i-__ ~'?~ :_h_olr..l;_9£'_- :t_h~l~ -~al-td- send --t~_e!n 
to har·l le.bo:~., in the east or -.-.-ors-·3.: Ii 'Ti5s-- DeCfic:is_e-~-of _that_ -sitlt.:-J.ti0i1 
in t.i~en uJiocc~;ieci.\:;oul:.:hern ~·'ranc~~ :ailui'-_~~- ~SlJ-a\~- ~~~-d~- P9~-t~ga~·-{1~a~-- -th.G 
occa3ion a.ro:1e f'or our takirl~ the __ st~:p_; to:-~ry _a1_1ci .:s6.ve_.t-hB chiTdren 
·,·r~.J~e pa1.·ent..-s ..-r~uld be sent east· ~nd -H?'JJ.tL ~lfe·n :G_herl1Ge 1.vcs b8 . left-
t.o a i:.er:c~_ble fate v:ithou.t p1.arUi3:-ns_- ot f~lili~3-• 

"-'"'-in 5-rritz.:~rland the~t situation d0·3S not exist.- . rl
1he SYliss have 

r.::ce::..vcd. r.Itli~e ::~ IliJJ:lbcr -of ~~:efu6ee§ -fr~)!rl l"rai1ce -b:.l.t have not returned 
t~le:-,; to l':cQnce e.nd do not tl1J.'Gaten. to ~--.eturil them. 

In tne othor terrl-t.m:·ies mentione~, and eptirely _diff8:r·ent situ3.tion 
2:-:lsts ;.i.l:.h the !JO:Jsible excep·i:..iOn C?~ ~:;an:Ls~--- ].l'?ro~co 1·rhich- I am \·dl~ing \ 
to i:c-:clu·:ie :!.n the srr:ne r~eperal c~~~~~~ory-: ~s Spain and-' Portugal, ~ bu.:t-- in 
all the rest of the J·:.frica:t countri<:fs ~nentioned thD persons there are 
eith~r Uei1lnd the funericarJ. lines 01~ bchin:l :-t;.he :British -lines~ They are 
not' ;uhjec t. to \jel5m .... tation. They are hot sitbject- t6; pers8cu-~ior~f. ~£hey 
are not in dan:·;ar. As a matter or· i'a~t, -t.he-.bmeric~n.Army--has- taken 
iJ?.rticuJ_;:,r pa:.ns to provide its_elf. witb t_hc=_prOv~s;i.Ons tq, r~licv~ the 
citu:1t.ior of tho3e in need, and. 8.r;co1;,ding to the- American· standards 
r.nd as fc,r as the m.i.lh:.a1ry mrt,hori ty p·cl1ni tn, these people will be 
c:iven enl:,il·e !'rol:,cction. In other u<Jr'ds, they are not in danger and 
i.iheir children are not in dan~er. 
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~n the c·o;_mtrie::; oi "·~sia ·.- ~lu·lc~Y; ·~.1 .. ~~1 ~~q;· PalGst.in~, an~ 
SJTia. - -·~h~;~~ ri.i·~ assi.1l:ilated. ·_t.o the. p~~pl c:= ·.~1~.· th9_~ C0\1J1t.i'~~~·. ?.f · Ai';r~is~; 
'i!:.:";r ~~·e _ i11 .ter.!'~~o.:>:,:.: :)l~o:t.-act_~d 1~~/, .'or o!.:.cu?ie~· Oy, ~h~-.United. i·!a~iQ~~ 

c•:~\~~~~~~~r~j\;,t.ilf~~~ii!!~~!~fii,':il~t .. 
under but-_ tr1,-;: f60':l i·s. R~~u,e.lly: in Irati and ·bein.~~ dlstY.i~!llted .• ,· Pales-
tiil.s 0:.::cia <J.:c·e n,]t r·J~)ortc·~~ t--:;' b::; s!v:rt. of food li}:e are0.s _of Iraq 

an-i 2:r<:~n. 

;;n..::.0r ti~~::>e c..Lr.:::·CJ£lS~c~~c·iS;--- ariJ if it, is -1~e-~~.s:5~ry ·at tnis <iate tO_~ 
-:ce:::--l:r ·t,::. t08 let t·~r of t~1e~ A tt;o:rney-· Gr;;nera:~~c I· think· :i:t> sho:1ld · ·o'~( made 
clc~~:r: th?-t the rcc.s~:;~~ for ou.-r.:~~-~1~:si,~~ ~·J ~ ~~~(~ .. ·~)~·~ chi.l&ce~~- i~O::~:.~:~?·~~~: ·· ... ~ .. ~ 
~~\i;~' ~~:~:\;{~o-,:~:~~ !~a~~~:~~dr,;t~;:n c:i~inf~~~;r i';:i~~:s},;~~db~~ause -~ -~. 
rf~t'..L!:·:.-• .::,_t t.c ·.r:~:c:1-:-tn cvnt.l·<?l 'ahd. :~~!1t.<t8 ·~G:.;.Siti~i·il ·~:~xr·vf)O·;. but .. ti1at: .. ~Iil~' 
t.!1o.:::a ·-:.i.r.":! c'lrc 1J;;:;=.+ .. :;:.nce2 j~lsil_f~' ·Gh~.- ~.eP.ai~.i.:.t~o:h· of ··C'ntl(~~~n .. ~l'OI~~-i;.h8ir 

~~'·;i~8 ~f'·~;;e ;,;-::~~t~h::·~i~;~r~~~~~~e!h~!~~f~~~;i~~cla~~;e0~:!/~~~~~!;; 
.. 1 tra.::.t.~::ent t.l·1·"! 21U.t...!.vc3 oi'· tt~::. o 1·her +P.rl"·itoPiP" art""> b<"in'" ";"lffo···J·d 
t:!-:.8 D.stu~l :levelor;uEmt t.hf!.t ~tl~~it v~{v:Ll~~.,~~;~diti~ris-·~T'e'""' b8~~~; .. --.. _.. 

:i rc~.~,~·rD.te.J. 

: (i) ,,. L. 

-'1<. 



.,_ .. -. 

'o'·•<C~~·ii',:r,~'let C, '!' fl'C!:l ,c;:; FSl<: oi v~ to ref,;gee 
CfJ __ .l --1'~:!1 r<&f.~*r~"!_f.:~-- _t6:_~i~~- y~n;t-.·· :~c299_,_~_-ty~~~n~y;f~V_?h:th,---- ~·~--i~:=:~ __ . 

· .~JE!~;i~\i~;~~~~;:C[1~1~2Ji;~~1~~~~~tL., .. 
~_q_:f.-.,2-~e -~~Y'- .cf'J_:J_~~.r_-Hrf N!: ~"90.P..:-21!:~~J:(_ ?:I'i~~i~~-a!lS _ fc·_L11--~ELS!!: ::,-~?-1~~ rJf · 

f'oi;:~+_f~·o"-•e- -<:..~~ er1erp•,- Or·i ,_·;yl·;-. 'l'fte_ ~5oV_t.n·ru-i_ent -~s -!:-rre.:::-2-red -_ 
r~J~"ey;~;~;;~i~-~~~£kt-ii -t~l5.s- bi·£(;1'-.to -ch:Llc:_rRn of .o:~bov8 ·n~t.icnalities· 

~esi:.:in0 art~,'"·:.ch~rE:_ in ___ ~rance ai1-~ flot· ~~:crGly: Vichy, ~-·r~tnce,- as lonr; 
2.s th9 .yotas cone;:;2·nzr.J. are not e.::-~1austed.. ':L·i1e· --~~<.B lin~:i Ls -ctf)ply 

l.sst_"cancs_ of ·iJ.:;~;I~~i·.:-~tion- vis~.~~- r:-.~z.:-.rcle5s 
suc-~'1 visas &r<:: i3~uo·.~ :Ln--s-:iit~et!-~~1d, <~r-~a:~IJ:J:-:6r ?ortu~'=!-l. 

Ii' i:: is DOS2--iGle- i'or :tii'-:l=,-~!~1l~~·er; j~-~ -~l_·:;_c).re~-for "'the·.:_­
---- _ ~·- :~t~~r.:-:s -:i fl_ 1-.hg cu;;i~-):=lr<="~"L-'f'rCl:z _1i8ar-:_ ~~.l~-~~~e-~-~~~Gf~~: ~t-c:t1..iS-- Of 

:~'.:,) ~;--,s -:"fo•J.lC "'.f.}'.il'liLu~ us c. tCi r~~G(~~'' ::)_ t}_lC-_ entire ·nu.1:bc_r_. 

Tijr~ .::;;;ticm c.i l~.::r..:~;i_vin~-~ 
f.i't.er t:!-1t-J '::c:c r;onl-l. 6.e~;enti. on t.£·1~ 
'FJ:)te.s and i"iC •lb not. feel that :·-,;.:e 

ch1~1(~_; .. Bn f~'(',r:: -2~-rrli;;zerl~Dd­
.fuiul--r:: st&tus~o:: .ii1G VG.i·ft:t1S 
cO:n make a:il:{ p~st-·u3.1~ · c0f,~;di..-

:--J9!rGs. iic;-;;ev-::or, ·J~.rcr~~ 8:.(·cr~lr ·;;ill be mp.c!e ttn(t:i.t :i.E believed 
-t;i:;.1_:. ~ cor::::i·_ ::2\.:J •• l€· ntl.!;,bc-r cf c!::::.l.~r6n cot..ild be .ac.cobr;;odatecl 
·_:n2_'<:.:;:o.s there ;Jbcul: :Je ·::>or::.e char:.: ·c i;·J the l<.t.Yr, 

12/J0/~3 
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~-~J.Dj'2~t! -_ -~ -·i~~t:e·r~~~:N2~-r~1i~f~rc~i:~l!-~f.t~~f~€~~, _§!} -t~I:ifil~e~~-~f-~?ii~~c::~~-: -~-
- --=· ~-~C·_-__ 0!:,.-j_ss_ 20'.refm.l8Et. 

l."n.ls::: _1~!.-;~c of January 10, l9l.j-4 -the t:·ebas-5-J·· ~-~On\'"8:)~~~---\ci::t,he Di1~6ctci:t,--: of_ 
"Gns- .=..r1t.-:r:_ vv~l E. tiJnte:.l Go. L d t:tc.0 on re.i'uL<3e3 tt.G -DSnurtment 1-s :re-siater,1ent.- ·· 
;)~· th~; '..U"'~~ene1r of t!~e remcv~l of- J6wis.h.~ C_h]JQ.~"'el:~.:fr;~:nfr' iianp~-, . ~-S: S_~:t _ f6-rt.h 
ir. the :Ue~J3.rtment';; tclscran~ no. 1~5, Jt~nuary: 7, 3- y_.TI.. The- $:n~baSsy- -ha_s 
ncr.-.- rsc.:e:i.ved from the Director his rePl:r- in· the -matier, i:.ogeth6r v.i.th its 
er:cl::J::l_Ts, cuoies o.f ·..-~hich &rc enclosed here1·r:Lth. '.!;he ·-.DePart.inent ·will 
note that th8 .. Lir0ctor h~~s ask8d- t.hc Srd .. ss Goverrunent: .to_ Jnn.ke ·-an ann-roach 
tc the i•'rench au.thv:!·ities and i1as als·o asl::ed ~~~nether the -S-wisS Oov~·i·runer~t 
ls lJreparecl to t22~e sone chilci~ .. en c.nd wha~t. as$istance it Wt'uld reqUire· therefor; 
n..t t~n0 s£1rae ti;:~e tho honorHIJ'" Deputy Director; of the Intcrgovarruae1_1ta.J.: Cmnraitte:e, 
Dr. i~u.lllf;ann (·.-lf1o is Swins), has. just. l9_ft London for Switzerland, and ;·rill 
d2.scuss thP. question mOre fully tYith the ~wis~- c.utho~ities. 

The lettzr enclozeci. with this despatch vras briefly referred to in the 
3.rni)assy 1 s t<e:lesrram no. -342 of January ll.~, addl·-esse:d io th~ D8]?artment. 

:.{espectfully yoU~rs; 
l•'or -the- Amhas_s~dor i 

/s/ ·;;, J. Gallman 

Enclosures: Counselor or: Embassy 

l. Copy oi'-let.t<or (IC/216/96) of January 12, 
1944 frau the Directm·, Intercoverrunental _ 
CorT .. i ttee. on refugees, to- the iimeri~-an .. Em1)8.ss;r; London. 

2. Copy oi' lett<:r (IU/216/5'6) of January 12, 1944 fpom.the_ 
·Dir8ctor-, -Intergov;.n"'~~nt~;l Gb::-~:~Y~e.e_-._c?_rt-X?l~gees,_. t.o_ t}1~ SvriS~· 

CG:J.Z Chc:.rge d'Ai'i'ail'eo at London. - · ·· · - · · · - -
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lia ;teEent· s~r~~::t, 
-London; s·s1.1 •. 

.::.z·-t.I-~2_ ~-~:uss.- ~~c=-tion }n the-- abs_e!;_~~ __ of th~--=:ir:.i.~~er_. _-):-9t~---~:Q,~~ .-.?~·e ti1~:~- I 

:~~~~~~-~~~s ~~;~~::;~~~~~::~:{~'f,:~'~rl~~;-::~~;:~r~~;:~a~~·'}:I:~!~::~~~qti~~\ 
the f:i.rf.t st.ty·-~shall be -t-akei~----~t ~-OPG"e~- ~-;·;-.i.tl:_out .. ,a; t~ Iv~-'fO:i~··tHb· _i~-esUl t -o{ 
nc~ct,:L9.tior~:· l'GLtn·,;ine ~Ghe- ;se~_ond· ~'-e"qu,£!,;;:I,~ ~·._:".;:: '6~j~~:t/\;~s -~t~~ ·&v?_{d. riS~ mitch 

?~ull1f:aru·: is l<3av_!_n~ fer .:..iwi.t.:-:<;Cl"'land ~O!,~OJ:"':r'OYI, 3.!:(t. •Jn ~-d~;. &r~~-Lv~l vrlll 
ct c1-~c,_.:: t<:>::e tl1e ;.;.~;..-~l ... er u;-o -.,·,-ith t.t.e S:r;is:::: Gov~~rmncnt, 

.. :1·, Hoo-n:.rd. !-..>uc~:nell, Jr., 
;~Jnbass;y of the Urd.tetl Jtc·.tes Or A:nu3riCa, 
l, Gros-._,· en or {~q"J.r>.re, 

~"[ .1. 

Yr~;. · sincerely 
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-?I''J".r:ious _;::.:tt.el-1?t·s-~ ?i~Vo~ · 2"0t-.:'-'c.~··c-=~~~;.i;;-::~~ij:- :::~71.<:?-f·e_ ~f 
-Jn ;_,,~~~:,_1~ df so:~e :lf ~ti--le- c:i·L~ .. 1-:'J.·Gn ;;_n ~u~~:'i·;..,:;_:;n-. 

-0-f 1?4 2 ii!.-;:'0:!.5'J_::-·e;, n-•?2'8 t!...i~en ~1-y !chr;_ ir'.:3aC!~ :: 'l ... 'lV:.'_t,~'C:~ <"~f/-i!l3t. ;.for:::i.[!:rl· 2'ei.'n~~'JS.S 
-_1,~-:.~ :.;_;_c;-.;l::..r, the::~ of ..:.:enran a[d _ AtiG_tri-~:m -_ ~;ci;iib {n _:their t~_i:l~i ~ory. 
~iJ.·3 :;rl·~;_l t~, bot~~ :1ie:1 an..:l_:~~oJ_11!3l1, __ :.{::8:!:·.3 ~::~~-{-Oi~~e~:L to _fi-~rri?..ny ind ·f.he:cq- ~-.-_er2 

~.::,~::.uJrts ~f ·;;i1ut w:1s ha~=:~··en:~~nz l:P~~l'l:n--c:--.t~_lg~~~~-1•-:- -z.:r:_rort.s ·.,.;,~-re·--,?-CGord~ 
.Ln._~lJ .~nE.i•:, h•)-1:,;-J o_~--~·icip.ll:t a~:.<l_ bY-_?ri"',r~-~lct:e ·q~6B:nis?..ti8nS, toj)er-:_:n.l.adG -t_~1e 

~~:~::~~:~ti:~~ ~;~, r:;"~,~8 <)~~:~~~" a~n:~~:;;;~;cl~~rdl11}t~~"f~ot~,,~{~~~ ;b;;:i;i~";~~~~;~Jed, · ~ 
~';~~~~=~. ''"~~t:{:',;~~;:;: -~~~~'""~:;~~;, t,f~i:~o:~i~i'"~g;~lt t.~1·~~" nr;;~~ ~~-- S~~hexLt 
.-.s!"'.J.i.,..:.s, a.n·.~ ·)rep::r~c.:..tio-~-IG 7re:. .. e i.n tl':~d_n_ tq ~ .... t i:.hG c~1~~:U·~n --o'-..1.t _of -l·'rci.nc;-e 
C.;J.·i tr<l:~,s~;crte:t via s-~)ain e.nd Por&•.1.~al t_o _the cn:_teJ- ;.3tite-s of ) .. ,lt-3ricu, 1/i:)en, 

~~"," ~;~~~s~;;~~~,~= ~~;".~"~~~~:~:~~m~ol~~:::i,,~;~~ ~~;;~z;i~~a~~~~i~f /~~~:,~!fr;~~· 
t-;-,e '·•:,r:::lts - _;_~: :f:1ich ~r·J:U"' fJo.~n~rnnent p;_·:;:·ti.cipc:t;..!·.~- - -.·rcre unsucC;es::ful. 

2. ~-(1 •j"j__{;-.: _;:,.:f t,!l<J i::_re:J.t. dan. er L'J 7i~ich t.~e. chllclr'ml a..re ·at;ai·n e:;-:poSe-1, the 
~n--~ ~r~-vi~r-r:J:L.:r:·v~l Co;!-!lfli..t.t~.:e con3i•.lers it t.{D ·Lu';:;t~nt -l!UJ;,anit.:;,.r~-~n ·du_t.y to :r·~ne:~"; 
-r.~v:: ~~.:·.ccrts t"cJ s·__._·-.re Ghese iMocent vlct~Iil~ of the -:~o:f.. -'l'he ~_xe~~tiv~- G91:U:Ii~.-~ee 

~;~ ; '- ~~:~~e~~.~~~o~;: o~!1~o::;'\,~~~~~~~~Y,;,t 1i~l+ tlj';c~~~~t~~~o~ "~t~O~±~~t ~~r~~t±~~o:~ 
v.-i:~ic"n -its as:-i ::sC.;:J.nee is !~e.:lne:::t.,.;d is an- Ul?iJio~tcll. t.o- ~he- l•'i~cnch .aut.ho~--t ti.es 
·::ith a v lm"f Go obt,aining ·t.-:1e net:ess5.ry .fe.C:n.-itie-:1 --fo1~ the c!1il1fci~1 to_ le~ve 
7renc~1 !J;:_;rri.t.ur-y. For L.ho qrc:.50nt. pu.rpos~3, the Intei""'~_;ovnrmm3nt?--J.:-COl:t:f!it:tee 
h£,s i.:. 'f1:..Ed ci~;il·-~.cen un(].er sixt~.;en yP.D-h3 or -a;3e_-w!1o arc .. thcJ11S8lv8s .in_ danger 
of de;Jo:rtation, or ·;;llose ~;aren:.s hD.vo been ('i.Gf>Oi .. _tec.l or are_in Similar J.~nger. 
The crea·~ :;VJ.jOl""'ity of these arc :Jl'obabJ_y Jct'lt;, but_ thcire. are cert.ainly some 
non-Jerrls.1 ch:i.l'...:.rcn in ti1e sarric I1lit!:ht. 'fhe efforts of_ the_ ·rntert;overrur.ental 
Cma:-rt.~tt.ec roln~je to sueh -e:n.LlJ.rcn inc wh:.ttever -part of Frnnee theY may he.· 

7he Ghar.=_:e ·l'.hl'fa:l.:ces, 
~;1is3 Lsi~aGion, _ . 
1·3, ;.~ont~gu. Plr:.ef:, -~'[ .. -1. 



. -·~ 
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.' 

-·\~.-

the 
:.:ni i:.e:..t .:it:a-;:,e::; ,}.f' i:!.r!-,~~TLCa-.::tJi~t -- :_:__ t --~-~~1-~id---,~:;-~:..!.)!,~eii2.i;:e-ct_-to'--_t~CeiVe: S ,-o6q 
C;1il.-.lr·<Jr:~ t~l.c-- li~~e_-ll!}iit (;8ilA!.~- foui:teen y;.~;:.:.f.."i.;- loi-- _911.q_-~t .. _2n:--h8.V;bilg t.Jie 
:<:.G ~oEalit;:;.---o: £ -.:::y_:_;-,;J--t:,- -...-it11- ·;l-:n{Ch -ti-1e--;_;tli;.:G'.~ State's ·of_--J~in8ri6:J.--:is --ho·N--
:c.t -,-;:en:,. :2:~cJ_ s{:~t~~'~!:- -·~rc_:~:fs- _fol~ ~ Ot~t8r: c_J-r~_2..:'~~,31_1_-.· -The G;n)!~11t~e~e:.-f\trtrl~l~> hOlJes 

~~"~!,~ 0;i~;~l~~,,~_Q_~;~~~~:~n~i i~~~. ;oei~~ . :;~:~~f£~~~ ~~,~-~~:!:~'"'~~~~o::{t~c,';aie 
,-,-er~ 2:·-3!Je.:.·•.::r1 t? ~..::rc.n __ ::,- ~_h2 -r!~-ce~S_:::i .. :r I!J_c:t~J.i~te~·, -:~n·~~ai~geW.9 __ ~~? ~0!1~-d. pec_-i-.:,rt 
:_?1 ·\a1,:d _fC::r-_ t!.·c.-.ns;_;or·tin}{-fl:-c~:~.t-~i-i8r~iJl¢ m~r.l?e~· of _chi~~-Jr2r( t_o p.J.:f·-~~es--- -?_f 
s.syllJJft o·.r-.-r?~~T 0~ T\rrt·.:::~B-1 _or· ·othi;:1--ft~se •. - :_ I_:i!_:·is, '-::,rpy;~y3_r:; --P~-3~_iQle. th~,.t ·the 

,-~~l[~!~~~~r~~;~~!im11~i~i~i~~~~li~~~Jl~i 
~~0~~~'~-,~~~~-~'?~L,~~~~:"~f"~s~-~i'd:~'-;~~/t~:n °~Yi~~~~~~:;;:,t':"~8d~:i;:~ --~~1!sk ,- . 
:'lr:::t, ·:..-:!;~t::E!!~ _Y·-·:ri' Gqv.::::·::_TLHJrtt.- ls v;~J:liri;s.:t'?.- D.ff_~rU._ as~·luin_ to_ S01:ne of these 
c:1-i~- _:_..:.·.:~n ar:d, ii' 3-c:, to flov; [:9.ny, and· ~(~cond ~ i.:;ho.t ·a.:.;s~_s {.r.1nce Vio\lld the 
~-,-;-~ .. E~G ...:o·:?.rTimsmt ..c'':!·-pJ_ire fo::::· t~nis pu.rppse? 

Sint.;e the -·ru"·~;:;;:..ic11l of aa:;,-l~_:lil iu Si..-f~tzc:!;·l~ .. nd j_s ~~om:1Te!;-{ei1t-~r:Y: to :t~~ 

;, ~~t:.~, e~lie~·~{i~:\:~;:·o~~ll ~~c t~~~~in~~-~~~~h~~ii~~:~tw~;~e!~;/'~j:~!n · 
-,)9 ~.c3.t:J.f-~ if yu·.u· f..io7~;'!:·ru.Emt c0-:1 ln\:;~;~-- ti_1~_:--2.'J)1'oac~l ::~-) soon. a~- bol1\i-Clj_i·8ir~, · 
.;.EJ'::!~ .. 8;~det:+Jl:;.- -of 0~1e e-oi::~·1e;~;en.ba.r~/ .·.iu:-s:::tiOri. - / 

~­
Your obet."ii8Tit ser:..van~, 

:Jirectoro 



·-"_,-
r-

:; : 

_ : i~:r. :_ -E~y{~;-O c·crt{fut-upon me~--~Dclay -ind· st-at_eCL -th~'.:t he-· -h£~.d- :!'e·c-eiV-8d-
.. _,1:~l\S:h!1-~ltif}!1·J'rqm:·-~~~ 13~i~~s}:! --Jfor:~ig;ri 09flice_ to- the effect --t:h~t it -\,_otD_d 

be iJr.pos3ible to assi§,11 ntunberS -_ :t_Q chil~Jren in SwitZCrland to permit' 
tihem t·o enter PB.lestine after the-·-riG.i_-.!~ 

Ile st;.:teJ thc:.t ·no -.o:le kne·w ·Y(nether -P~lt;S-~_ii:•? -'Y;,;~d ~?m1t.i:nue_ to_ be 
e. Bi..:-itish ~1- and 2.. t e or d{d-hB h:nOw.the-citt.it~tde_·f;hiCh rrould be taken 
concernli1~ ii!m.d:;;;r·ation after ihe ·::;;18.!'"~_; 

_, -- :_ ' ~- -- -::_ . 

I m~r~tioned t,h~;.t it· ro::ts my_ -t.l.I1der3t.~niliiig that t-hC lli-;,US8d- numq~~,~; ·;rm .. 1ld 
be nr::'.de G.v:~til2.ble ·even aft:'~r ~he--e=<:_0irP.tio.n_-qf~t_1toe ~.liiite,-Pc.t::?er. ---HEr ,~statecJ.-. 
that. -t!u;.t vr:..;.s so but t~:IGy did -~ot. d~sfi"~ _-_-:tG -'~ti~_=:.-~~- t!}~~-~- ~:u:m~ers .when the 
children mi:;~nt not 0v€:n de sir~ to fJ;r'opCr~d to~-Pai8stin8 aftf3r -the war. 

I have ci.rafted the attacli.ed. to-i8rtr·~·un bui:.-·aru_~llot. _quite cert~in as· tO 
t.he ~:_esirability o.f th2: la.s~ sentence:. :[o;lld y:.nt' give me Your reaction.· 

VD:Hl~'l1:cav :rs:L~sg 



-~ . - -

·,,;s -<.:r~e -riil~·~r;.~-:· t:::, 2·::... ~~v.:::_.r;rf.-hil'~:3-i-J<:Cal~lc _ty._ ?.c-c(:!~) L c!~il:h~Gn in _this 
-- - -

rtill !~.:2--::z evcl:r. 
. • .. -

C':flc~~t -tCJ :~';,r-i•b.:1~~~ · s:J.t.~.s~i\-:t.i~)i~~-
-----

12/30/hJ 
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;p---l()RftJ!<Cll'l 

It is :-¢-~--:portecl th-.s.-t- i1;~T~': are- ten -t1~Cn.tt.::_t~c"i _Or- Ir.ore JF-:::..rJ·! _ c;hild:=-~£~, 

~;:t~~~;:c~.n~o 0~e~o~~t~~~ ~~c~a~f~~~~!;~;s 'T~~ ~2~:!~f/~/i~:~:. ci::~Erriri 

~i:.~~~ik~iftijj;g~~~;~~iJi~g:~&iEti~~~[~~ 
--;~~;:~:c~~:~dle~JC~/i,~!:~;r~r.JL;~l~{~~ ~~1~i~:-~J.~c~~~~fTo"il?;;,;;:l;~~~ --
nc~. C.vn·:. ·so ~,_lrE-o::.fy} ·but ~~tBl~-'~:nce_B- ·cf··evqCtiE.fir.n after ·the 7.-a!-.: Cr;n 
on-ly ~iv~n by a CQVer~ i6n ~Q\ .. crn:nent •· - · 

It-_ is rec0:r>.::-:<8n.u.ed V·tat irt:r::<:>r:iate _ stsp~~ 1)8_ ~t-::~icen t-o ---~E:oClU'E- -t~w 
•· = r~e~i utcJ~. ··t:y tl~e -fi_tu.Lc De)al·t:I;E;nt 7.0 tlK=-,IIegcl-t1i-JTI:-:&t -3-~:?.'h-':Pr:_-.::?._- ·c~~l~,-

.. '.::rJb_o3yir:g t:-_r: · thout)·it 6f tt·o ;_,_nnc.:ed ciraf~!-·~· >~,_tr;~~(-~DE:~"'&I_>i:Jr.~ .. n:tt· o'b~e~(i;;..~i1S, 

. E!I~~i~~~ · ::~~~~;~~~;~~!~~~!;;~~:~~::~~~~~l~~l~if;~~~~f:!~i~~~~~: i~~=~·~c.l· 
__ :i"oveT-n:·:ent· •:.-ill ·:Lcce~·~t rr..Or--11, as CiSti~;&t.d.Ghe6.-:frci::i -~E.gT:l/ ,~SE-;u_;_~.~-nCes­

::-·:,_n t~-tic f!l .. Etter. 



~~~ ___ -:---- ---

T!1t:· ~,)~-~':).,in;:;:_ s gt;c_i[~l instrtict,:!.·:)n~- :;;._r~: _ i_~~1::e~_- tJ_- ~·~y.:;._- :_.,-_,:t:-s;_~2Tti 
::.·.) ·-:.?:.~·b :;~_.s-5(16) -.J:· t~c----~%-~-i.:lu't._i_d-;f: qf :·:o:.ie·:1be:..~ _l9, l11,1, -~-s /i.'-'?!·iO.e;~, 

_ :::..~·: &:lr~i :1[:: ;_; ll0,:12_ ~:.nt'lir .lng, - _S~-mll, 1--r::::;'l:i:ifl -ln I\lll._t8l'ci.:: .~!l~C'r _c-f f_.-.::ct 

~I~~:i:~~~?~f'~~~i$~;\~~I~~~tFgf~~~~~~;~. ·. · 
. ~~l~6 °·~;~i~~"~~·' r~~.o~~q''~{z n:~~i~~::;_~~~e;:r:,"~~~~,~~,~~{,a~;: ·n~o~,'~~~'B . 

f:_u~t.!lt:r i:1ctrueted J..t -=~pprop::..•l:-i.t-s iJim-ep t._:J rrn~·:: G-·.~Ch -ir:l.;ui~l .. :::t.lcn 

. ~~~~,,.i~~''~i1,o~~{~~~t tL•o '~~~~s~.,~~~~~~~~~·o~~"~]\;~/::~'~ ~~';;u~:~'"'j~~,~~!~~ 
"!:,:: thes;;; ins&ruc-t.i•Jns,- i~ bsing t:-,e _ _:Lnt~!lt_:_i:.m Gi' t~--.1?~-·~ _tnf.:t._ .... ~.-~c-t._l.:mS 

o.<~C e;~~i~~~~~ ~:~S {;t; ~~~~r:;~:~:~:~{~~!~:~tgi~~~!~~~:;~~~~~~~:~:i,\t 
hJr.tiliti8:; bet-"·ta·_;~) t.··~e D_nff.-~:-l St.a.t.~::s 3..~;c~ GtJi~~ik~i.:/4' -}1e;·: L;1l~i;_;l .. ;..\.;t.jn:: 
~r.L~'j_::; s~·:ctll b.c, isr,;;el1 -:,,-, al5 . .:n1;_:o :,.y ·,·h,Q;-;· t~n~ti~i~;~J~i~n :;ti~?.-~:.~_·1-t;:.v:~ _b8PrC 
ii:~ued: .. JlU'E>U='~-:-:t (.·::> t:1.esH instruct.i•}115 :1.-:ld i;:~..fn~gr.F;.tiO~n yf,:;;.s.1f i~-~:::ue-d.­

tT:: ~ts.:-1-::.. t. t.h0ss inctr·u.cLi-:ms ~-;''1~:tll bE- J."e:-l~:Ja::l--_·!ithoq.t -r<){;~r~l t·) t})-e 
age Gf --!:.\i-3 ~linn r:..t the tl71o::: ~}r Sli.r:.:·! r~·n8·;:•:_•_l· ·1r the~ issu~.ncc~ ~)-r 
t~-.9 ne· .. - visfl. 

You ar~ ~lll .. t.he-r aut.hori?.8ll: ancl -i~$truc-G•3J- t.-·J- lnror:i the· S.-;iss 
g-J·..,-:.;:...,·:~:J·:.::1t .JJ" t.~1e cont•.;!lts :Jf ~h8r.-:e i:lst:cuCri:.l·}n~, <:l~nd ~·J •:;i-:-!.n~8ss -t:, 
-t)~~ :::..;1~-;E c.I")V9I'i.1ne~t t::.o::! earne~t- h:.>::_1.:-~ •Jf this-Gov:....-;·::··l;~.~·:lt -t~lat-_t.he 
;::.::i;-;s gc,-trer;l!K·nt :aill r~lux itr.; b-._)rUe:c ?ontr?fz. __ a~~- t~r:e s~1_ch- ot1~er 
·.:.cl.i·Jn a3 ~iill ·furt~l>JI' nnd r~.cilit~---t.~ the t?olnt.ry ___ of·-refug~,s c!tilllr-?n 
ln7_ .. :;. S·:rit.;.el .. l.?l.:-.~ frora Fr~1.nce. 
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The following special instructions ~re issued to you pursuant to 

Par.t 58~55(16) ·of the Regulations. of Nove!llber 19, l94i, as a'llen<le·d, 
l.'l.; . 

. iegarclil:l.g aliens ente:Pilig; a;{(I shall temain in~; ftill ~force ~and eti'ec£ Unless 

:> ··-· :-• . :~·-. ·o -.~:-_ - ---~----~~- - ...._ ___ : -- - : - -•• -. 

- -.. -. 

_ c~> specifically revoked: • You are he~eoy insf~~ted to issue,_ without regard·· 

to the availability of means of-trru'lsportatiori to the United States, up to 

. . -~ ~ ~ tWi->.,fya.~t et,;; ·. 
five thousand im.'lligration visas to refugee chdctren riaw in Switzerland ·or: 

. . ~ - . - - " ~ . ~ - ~~. . 

who shall arrive in Switzerland withlli-th:i-ee mori:tiis·'after the date of these 
-- - . -

~-~ instructions. Such Children may be Of anY ~tiOplil.ity- or Sta"tte~ess, but 

- ~ 

no such child shall have reached his or her seventeenth birthday. You~are 

further instructed at appropri~te time:erefte" eulo •m•s•MI!I:en dea -:---------

to all~ aliens to whom immigration visas have been issued pursum1t to the.se 

instructions, it beiilg thS intention of these instructions that each alien 

to whom an immigration visa is issued purs~ant to these instructions shall 

hold an unexpired immigration visa at all times until at least six months 



;.-::.'-.--, 

• _/ . 
/ 

- 2-

after the termination of the present hostilities between the United States 

and Germany. new immigration visas shall be issued to aliens to whOill 

immigration .Visas have been issued pursuant to these inStructions~ l."i.- • . - ---. • .• - • 

.. ,-f;:::~~~::::.:?~:l~ll_~~~ .-
..:......:.,;.~---~- - :-.. ,-0 

the issuance of the new visa. 

You are further authorized and instructed to cinfonn .the -Sllliss 

Government of the e<>ntents of these __ i~str1lcti~1is, and tci 'express t<l-:tne' -

Swiss Government the earnest hope of thi:s Goverrunent that the Swiss 

. --_.:_- ~ 

Government will4lllllilllli•-•••• relax its border controls and,., take 

such other action as will further and facilitate the entry of refugee 



··('-

(,.._f 
•{..,.{.{ ' ·~' ,-. 

i L-:,, yr:, , 
A. 

ne7.t yea:-_1 f, qt:. tu. t-·. tJ-:-Jver vj f l ~- ·Ued ur~unnt to tnih lnt:truction 
un_~~r -;:.:,;. ..... J;.;-.\r'.~ 1 ..... ..__··,.l. ·t·-:- ~.t tni. r.Jce .. :..: ea.cn yf!:J..' tmtil at 

~t t~ t!l._. V•l 1Jart;.lent 1 t· U1t.t:atti 'li tv a:--l~c.ien numbtn·s frtJ:n · :' 

:ca~fJ ~ix n :1th~ ~1.1-t. -i~ +..,.,;-!..:~ r!e~~·ati n •J' 1he !.)resett hostiiiti':'S bet>'leen 
t:~tJ i...:llt-- .• ~:·1~_-tt;- ~:· 31_ Ger"Tian;y. ThL.· jt iF int.enO that cnil~~ren to 

·nl-1~:>-"i;. Vi::::;t:; -l~~· ~--- ~:-W}Li.- :·. uv~u !D:. tn this i nEt~ruction #ill. corlt.tnue io -

{~;)) ... : ·"~.l:S}>s- -:U!Jtil.- t.~~-:::\?:.r-ta~-~-_-:_n- -t.•~ th.~· UD.i~~~=- Sta.;-~~~~~~~ t!v'~~~~a,Qle_. 
j; ·~, 

\J-!jj 

_., -' :_. 

_-. " .~ 

'11.. ~~ JA~< fi ' ' <i;,~.{ 

k \-Cl_(}_,_A.·{ 
v 

I Ctt' I 



B. 

Y<&t-"'' . ~·- e~ste~ce o; lr~onshi,Jf; c!e$cribed in Secti,Jn :58~48 
- --a-f--tfie ;;egU:i.atic>ns of Novecabe;r .. 19, · :)41, as ..;;"~!),<:'.l:J~l!.:~.-i:F-~·><;;;J..'"lg~mh 

'oRterin: ·:·.:- ~~~-~e~ ;~~~~;~"~~:~,~~~:~t ·~:··~~·"!'~ ~~cfgM;~ ~l~ . 
-±-ee-~~~~-· .. 'i:;-e~:- ac-;;~ vr~ut,'·---~-:'lJ"':'f;"ta~~t-~"t~-:;""-th:h~--tnf-trrt.'eti 6n·;._ 

' . (( / 
-~! // 

( <.L / i.: _ .. .t '·· 

/ u 



./ 

,-1 
-·v·lcUdti.:;n )i fkfunec Child-ren from f''l"s.nco to 

<lit.z<Jrlilrut. 

(l) .\, n ncn-;r"'""' J"'~" ,.,,., <.>e,.vrt.ed !t·o~ F:ra.nce, beginnlui> 
i .. ,;;,ly ,,_ ·'-;;ust l-;!J.,!, i.ha-y '"''r'' ,;'iven ti;•,; ~A.i<>n -oJ' t~kini' thodr 
;: . il. ~·:..n ·ith t:·:-J'!i ur l.e·~ving tfF:.·;~ behin(.; Nith Qhilt.;; C'lr~ ~:-rt~tHlizatiDna. 

~) ., 1-.y _.;_ tltEr,.l•.~ :.-..n-t,a;:e5. ex&rclHm tr,(• l;ttt.-er e:;:\tinnt '!-X:.d 
::-,· V~r . .!. th'·:n:.S•J.:'.i.ct chilt.trvn werB- l~ft.~ in ';:-!-t:· (':"U..£,t,0df ,:-'{ t)[ll'_:t i! l'UtL,iCI:il 

, ... :;i l- c"r'-- agr1 ~te'J .. hie:-. h· ... !~ bet.ltl. ::u.b'vc·~ti~::·ed by tf~f.> Jr.::int 
-:,~·Jbd.iC'r. o'o!lllli.tt<>e f r· ',1«ny yeor~. 

•, t •• ,,"~~~ '},.i !i~:~~;·~:~J ~;}!,~~!~!!~r~; 1 iii!:r~~' ;(~~;"~;!·~ i:;-:~;~:c~:t.r.u: 
-.e_r~ ~t:-f~t F;.d f _,-r:-:;.~(? _f:).r ·t··-Dnt:Jolvtu..~. 'l'!!etJfo chi l<irF·n h2iv~~ l)oen.,_· .:.-.nd 
-T~ 0-~inf l'"<•i-·-<ltleualy :'":•Jt.~~ht by t <i· ;,..: rr;;..uu: 1n'.: t~·eir .uge~1t.s. 

(l) -.rf',-.><tg,a :;ant.l~ t.o .:;rtnt, ..:.nru,e nit-.ber ...1f t.hB- ..,<; _;.t·teo;J' 
·::- .ih•r- n ~ t.i.~ eO$\r.lru ~::ti>-;:Laru f'tll thr.J.u.~:h t ·J. ~-1& rUjltEl'E.i .:.:f 
:.- ... t , :~i. Qtt het•lc·:.:a L~!'~ --.llie!~ J.r1.0~ Vicuy-l""rc.nco ir" h::·v2mbgr l-]1~~~. 

{ :.) r ... umbtil'" ;f t.oa&e ctailct._r{~~ hr,y-~ reH.e:>e-i."~ ~:ttit.tGJ'l ~::..1:..-, lrj 
t:l rkieH"!.i:,e .... J~;-~6. 

( ':;) Tr:-: .. : 1: re ·a.re<d t..,r:· -:•v· ... ct.:at'!' lurgc r-~W~b~r;: -.:1f -·~h1J 
~.;.. .. :.>t·to~~a' -.: ~ilr1rr-,n t. . .; Et.-itt· .. ,rl..mi., ";}t,t tile, t>:ia6 ;;.,_·.vi.~t'fL~atrt _is 
"--n <1111~~ t..- ·&ri-:G t. r~·ceiva -.... Uiti ·.-n--<:1 c:-dJ.~.trcn uuless t.vln~·r~~<Lt~ 
.. c.ot.r-~ .::·~t. 1r<"· ..... v'~n t,:."Lt tLI'~ chi.luren .rill rn bo, left in.~ .,dt.ze1·l o;d 
aft~~- t !C' ,.<,..r. 

('7) tinl·.!;16 t'd:~a c.:uil,.:;.r-?.n :u·~ I!I'Yac\.'aton 2ill11y :Jf' thvn f::!.ce 
G·~- ·.:·rt.ati-.Jn t•J :?ol;..nu !~tlo- deat.h. 

(8) 'rhfl f.>~illiJ g;>Vern:o"nt <>111 ,.cce t •w m ade,~.outo atWIJl'<l!lCO 
!, __ t .ot.c'' c\JJ.ldren ~~ it, will ,Jroi t ·-•! ll lw <nr»Ot;ated ai'tm· U,e ,, .. ,r, 
t ·-• it>n ... nc•· by thih .;ovar:111ent of vla-u t-> children of this clase 
n _,., in ctrit:a2l"h-".£'. or >!l,mftE>li' <U'J'lVe. 

~t ·Jncea 

(l) f<.•r,uErfJt tlla (ieor&tacy <>f Btr•tc to iveu& t.p..,cl:il inutx·uc­
tionb t.-J tn<> Mif.llion '"t Burn, pursu1.nt tu :>art ;8.55(16) :.-f the 
'•~>tt>.latione :.f !lOV9llibm• 191 19/,11 .n:! ot,her ""Plicable provid<.1n;; 
t·.er!>Of ruul Jf l•r11 1 to iHue, without T<lfi&r:l t;; tho awdl.1il>ility uf 



\-.-

.1_e •rw ·C'l' tr"ns .. ort.•tkn !-.. : th€' Uuitc<i. Stntet1 up to fiv<t th<>llBt.nd 
i:onit;r~tion vir.r;.s t.) rnfl~gl'e ehildrr.,n, .:-~· "n:f n<•tioN<>lity or 
str.tt-; lose, no:; lu f··ffit~oz·l&n:J, o?· ·.'iho ~·nnll ,s_rriV"n- in ii~itzerlan;J t"ithin 
t:·,ree ;:.:>flt.:,z. Ti"<f; Jip.:;j m t:h·Jtil~- b-.:: further inf;trLcterl tv iffEl,o at 
!. ,iilu::;rin.t<!!" t1meB_ ne·.·.· vi&'H' U. re~-:-l'lc& t.h~Js.;:t t.-_J_:;:at ·ax~:irf~, eo that. the 
cnih1rf'n t.: ~hom vi~a.?. artt iG;,U€:ct 1 7fill ·.\-t all t.imtlB- to .six. m:.Hll}-,s ~e-
_,_·(te!" ~l-~, ~~.ur t~ t,oruinate(! hol . .: u.ne:<; .. irW vi~a.s. In the firet. 
L~et \_.~c~ ;-. ?iw1.;f ~·h:Juh. n';):.. be i.r:.::-ue-d t:J c~h.i tdruu ~~~11-o:.- h:-tve r~a~:1ed. · · 
~v::.ir :-:~ev-:.;r•tet'Htt~~ b!.rt:l,~:q, :.;Lt JUlY- chil<J ~'J :ih.:1~ ;; vlH.:\ iii. itt~:wui 
&!·: .1\.'.l~-~l;~l"&coive :t. ne--.- .•n~ .)n ltt- ex~:lr&ti .·fi~ ·:,ft.h~ll~.~- ~ef~~rtl_ t·. ~l~~1 ~-hl-J.i•.~­
:..g.o} ~1t 't:~c iat-s-~· ,:;-ale. ~~- · 

( .J_ ----.t-~!t:- -~-.__&er.~:-t.iQ: i ~t~tt.o sAo-uG~-ru.rt.htn:~ _: !lci. --rn .:t..c:5t-s-d. t6-
i 'iHi. r:...ct- t .. f! ; iuti-m t--~- <~.dvl~...,.s· t~:!1 ~~·.-ds~ _ b -:vel"ti<:;ent Gf _hi"~- inr.t~t!Cti-onB-~ · · 
~:•U- t &Xt~re,~:: t.x EJ.!iJ•reat ho:1.:~ .·! thi:.: (},)vei·n·.1ent -lna.t, ~u tf1fi li(_:_t. 
t~ t;>r•.·;.. ,-the --?linE ~ JV~1rn~-cnt 'hill fin. lt :-;oa-~;ib-:.e "tl) ~rnla.x its 
.-·~·r'..:.or c: ..... ntrol!<. -:"'.:HJ. t.. tuke- t·n:ch ~1~hor i!Cf.,i~n. ~i• i.!l fur-t.-ner z!ucl 
fH,lLit t t.'e •mtry reful!"'· cht1ar•m into ;·;.,.it~<'rLnd.· 

l"Un:.i~:. t.·~· ~~upport t.hi~ ?f1t3T!ttion, ~u; ·,'fe-ll i~l! t.t1e n.,)prop:t"iat,e­
d-"'ll~:..r~;.:·lt~rJu f _ !" tnA :-~u_:'.'Ol't- ::•f .ti;~ C~lildren (both in f;:t"it?--c-1'1 c_mi :~t.!.ci. ·. 

t "u,litvr.: ;t,tes), '"'"' nv~llabl& from firivcct<l nrgtJ.niznti:'Jni<. c'.>rl'-
'~ .ur:r.tly, it .,iLl n.·t '~><.; neC'eH"<l"Y -t'c>r ttJ~ B<.>lli"J t'" dloeatP. .~ny i'tmtlll 
J .r thi, ,.roject ·,t thl~ time. 

L.·Leeser1als l-;t5-44 
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ilec;ardinr of'!'ers of visas for ren.wee children 

ArgentlL.e. tJil to OL.:J t}i.OlL!l.Ur..·~l v1san for C.-ildren U~td·3~ 14 JCD.l"~E 
ol' a;:;e, visaa vnli(! until ti·co anc of 1943. 

~:Ja--:l.Jle :Jf' tl-_o r:ecroo sti1ntl~_t;es that f;hese vians 
are for c:-.il:ren at .f)resent in C0'-,~onl.rntion camps 1~ ~urope. 

A us ~rF- ~liD.. 15C- ... :eYl!!J\ re f1!~ee ch!lC:~cn fron 'Jichy Prance ho tween 
7 c:,:-' :':. ·~ ~:oars of nr~e. 

C~mildn At:nisslon" of C>Ov c:~ilerer; und~r· 18 ·7ears of' aga Ul'?-der 
non-1:--unl·~rru:t status ro·:r t1-\A_c~1_tTation o·.r the war, und-doe~-n~t ~-­
cons~i~:·J-t-:e 0 basis f"or· --~-.r~-=~,~_-}id:r~l~sio~ o.C ~'ar·{.~nts 9r_;_?:!\_er _rQ:t~_'-tfYos 
u-tr .. Ft la ~.:.er dtfte.-

:.unber i-osdibly to be extended to one ·th6usrfnd •. 

Chile. Admission oi' a s~!all r.u~foer o;· childi~en. ~:o 
1nC:1ca'..1ons as to af:e, etc., available. 

!-ales t2.no • 
.. u-~~-~er fj. 

2!lilrlron cnr. nl~Jo c~u.nl.i ~·-_ .. tu1.:or cor•! .. l.f"1-cn tos -~~ra.L tflt1 
::;o 0.!.:-· re ::bors acod 1.~; to :-5.-:). 

o rD!:1tr~ct:on as to c -·tnLrJ of' reuidcnae_·~ i.o., 
cer';L'icn ~os available to <Jacupoo c:ciL·1•em rrotJ Cccu;_J.tod coun trioa 
.:r. :..o :-'.~.nz!..rsl ~:orri t.oP~-r ·-:Jf' :os~ern ~lU'o~o. 

South f.ft~ica. :B:-1porary s tn7 in t:ho ~·:nlon ,::ran tod to qoo Youth 
All yah. cor';if'icn t;o clolc'ot•a if no tro.ns_;>or: wero available from 
:.ouren~.~o ·:a.rqnog ~.;o c alust!.::!'~. 

•·o ini'orrontion avnilnblo ns to rarjt of. 250 vlaaa 
of '.on-:rnn.n.!L c· Drnctop. 

:,:--:~ eel l~lr~l~clon. ~·rllmi tee. ·:tLiiber ~:uvin{; near• rolntives tn the 
i...r'r.] +:ed !r. :c!rwl ( l~llleC, or ref:.tt:oes r1~o:n !:azl op1>roosion oi' onorn~r 
allorc or.~ ln.) :ear relativ6 beln;; dof'ir;od aa mennin!': mo~her, 
!'a tl:er• 1 ;·r•anc:-,Jnr·en t 1 uncle, nun t. • brot:hor or sis tor. Jovm .or 
non-Jo·ua, 

anc!. .:)wedon. ,_;onceseionn subsequen Ll;i 9xtor.dcd to :3pn1n, ?or tur;nl 



::,~;~~/:~~1:~~/' 
/..., n--. 

·"' .. , / ,·. \. 

1,: : 'T:: I (Con tinuec'!) 

.r..!.~ec: .';tatos of Ar.wrica •. u; thousn.11d- 5,JOO visas for re.ru,;;ee 
c'1lldren i':ro'" Jnoccu;;ied "·ranee. A;;a lJ.mit: lG years oi' age .for 
ron-er:e,,~. allons, 1-i years of' age ror enemy aliena. 

Subsequently concosaion extended to ra.ru-
·no c :~ l<•Pei. ;,., vin::; mnnn;:oc ~o escape into Spain anti i DJ' Lu,:;al. ·. · · 



Evacuation o! Abandoned Chililrl.\n !r~.m~ 
Jt'ranoe to Swltaerland. 

It h&e been P~poried thatt 

(l; '!'her.o ar11 thoaaunde. of Jewlsh ohilclron in ~·ranco 
who 'lfel'E~_ nhandoned by ·thQir pa.z•onb when the d!if~Ortation of 
nou-rrunoh Jews .from franoe was otdered. C>ons of tliflllO 
oh.ilti.ren are bolng "surrept!. tlously cartid tor i>y fi•ench · · 
l&ll!ilte.a, IJOMO 0:1'8 &'ll,M i Villi& S0111Ei organizO. ttonal care illlU 

_.Jtill ~thel',a are, flll'&;!l•;g fov themselves~_ .. ,.~ . -.. · 

(:? >·Theae children a.ro ::.ow hobg r·t)lGntle'!aly ·sought 
bj tJ•e J-eotavo· &.nd face depovtation and death unlees they -
oar. be evacuated to Swlhorlo.nd 1mned1ately. 

(~ 1 A nnmber of such oh1ldi•on han reaoh!ld ::wlt&oJ•land, 
but tl'a'! .>WiSil ;:ovcf'w.oont W<Hltll adCiq,tut& IJ.l$8\ll'l.iltl'leD tho.t auoh 
children, whe thar uow in ;,witaer land or hereaftnl' t\dml ttud. 
wlll bo evacuated. aftor the war, befal'e it will at;'ree to 
adml. t any e.dd t t1onal children. · 

~ t J a roco'lrr.tnd~d tt.a t tho ;~oard take thot following ~~etlon 
at onee t 

(1) ltiHJllest tho; Secretary of ;:)tate t(l issue special 
i.nst.-·,lctlone to the •:lssion at He~:•n to iouue, without 'l'Gga.rd 
to the l'iV'll.labiHt;y oi' means I'll tt•lulsportBtlon to tho United 
:..tatos, tl::> to fhe tLousand imlllli~NI.tiou. vhu to ro!u~_~e~e 
ohild1•en, of cny n.&tior,alit;,' ox• oto.tolesa, now in ::iwltzel'land, 

·Or who &hell lll'rlve in :)wibol'le.nd withln thl'oe .months. 'l'he 
c:lasion should bo i'urthel.' inatl.'uoted to laaue at appropriate 
tlmea new viuns to r>oplnoe tht~ae that expire, 110 that the 
childrou to whom vhu are issued will at all t1111u to six 
ll!On.tha o.ftor the Wtil' 1a tet'l'oluated hold unexpil•ed 'lia&l!l. 

{2) 'the ~leoretar1 o! State ahould further be roquuted 
to inetrunt tho Mlaa!on to adviae tht Sw1aa 20YtrnQtnt of 
hla lnabuot1ons and to exprua the earneat hope of thla 



:;ovtn•nment that, ln the light tiwrno!, thu i}wias gonrnMnt 
will find a JOGf>ible to rdax l.te bovdc•• contt•ola and to 
taki' &~oh other MtiiJn u Rill £urtlt1n• anti fudUtat~ l:ha 
entry o! i'Gf.h;oe {)t,il(lren into ;;wl t!lerltmd. 

. ; ·_.l"lll to · suppur-t t:d n ., l'~' ru tior;, IHJ r.ell 11t1 tl.c 
&J?ili'<J w la tfl , ·jnl'antoce f.;,r the au.ppot•t of the ohildreu (both 
in -<>itiloorfn•:u ard tile ;uit;ed ;;tatu},- e.l'e availt~.blll from 
;t.rl vete .J!'gt•vlze.tl<lnG. ~o•Isequently, it will-no-t b~ necnllo.l'f' 
i'l>l' >the 'l'oarrl to.c_llocll.ta .. any I'uuds fut' ~hrll i'Pvj~Q.t ·a:t_ ~t.lo 
time. · - · ·-·- ':'- · -.. ·- · 
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Dated Juno 5, 1945 

nee 'd ~0:25 u,uO 
;..;:y2!'~·;;t/·"''\.. 

(• 

Secretary of StatB 

. Washington 

3044, ·June 5, 10 a;ri. 
1 

DEPT ;~HD \IRB FROM Hli.RRISOU ,',J!D MCCLELLAND 

DBpt 1 s 1947 VIRB 529, June 2. 

-.;,.--

No (repeat no) US visas havB boBn granted rofusoo 

children adr,littod swftzorland since no children wore 

over presented to receive such visas. 

HARRISON 

EDA 

DECLASSIFIED . 
Statc.Dnpt, Letter, 1-11-72 

By R H. l~m;'" Dnte__s_IJ'_19 · 1972 
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1847 / 
lhl f-ollo~?il'lj~ foz· HG.l'rleon and McClell£>rtd from· 

•Ll- .•. en&. ·,;,~o ;{efv.C;ee B0<2l'd is l·:RB 529n 
t 

0.:;Y.'O 892 of ,:ar lR, f:':'\05 of July 2B r-.r.d 3194 

I 

r·&fu~:;ee ck.lH.ren ;_ drJi I: tea ~;o !.lui tzerlrnd <:ere 

DECLASSIFIED­
State Dept .. Lcttcr, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Pnl'ks DntoS E P 1 9 1972 
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CA3L~ 'l'C.. !-!AHR.l:._.(.;N Al-HJ MOCLi.Ll..AND, tl!:-.R.N, i''FlON DI!.FAH·rM.~NT AND \\AH 
:{Slf"lJG-.. ::~ ;-~0/lh .. IJ 

Hcf'erence De:,artmant 's 891 of M9rch 18, 2606 of August l, 
snd 3194 of ~Jeotember 15, 1944, 

D~:•pt~rtment !llld Board a.re des1rou.e of knotJ1ng whether l.l!lY l'efu~ee 
children ~<dmi tted to '-l\11 tzerland were beneficiaries of vis1;1s in-
foregoing osples l;lJid,if eo, the number a. · 

•.. .iE=:: Hip:~le (for fhP Sec'~.~), vorU1, T_'odel, !-!utchison, ~cCorme.ck, iriles. 

PJMoCIFH:hd 6/1/46 
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--rfEPARTMENT 
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Ds'f·r·\t!iuon 
l'eo.,Ilhg- only 
arrangement. 
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r 
i 

Refa:rGnco your 7589 of Nov<Jrober 1'1. 

Tt.e authol'h<\tion to d1ich you Nfer '•as ;.t;~n: fp~,J.he. "Out'-·, 

... pose .9f enc;ourag!ng 'S.t,.tsn ~!tll~ngneus .. to ~gotilve /r~t~·u~e·Ei :()hiloren ·, 

by concre'te U,S; tUiti~n ~aeurlng ~iwtr ~~~c~;tlo~;:" Ac~ord1~:!.~.~ . 

thtLautnor!zation 1••111 r~main in effect as long as t.eoassary to 

influence f.lwhm aetion r,rith raBpect to refugee Children .seeking 

admission to Swil;zerland to e11cape enemy parse.out1on. Whether 

in order to accomplish th.t.!.l pllrposs 1 t ~·ill be de_eirabl.~' to co11;;. _ .. _ 

tinue the author1.zation for a period bey;no. the time tfh0n ·flight 

fro~ enemy persecution is necessary. in a matter on ~hich the 
Board wouJ.d &ppreoiate your V10wm. 

~.-

or coul'se. vs.aas ig1.!1;.s<J. pur11unnt to t.h3.s autnor1znt1on ar~ 
ti!Ubject to the a!HluraYu~eB wl th I'al!peot to I't!placement cor.ta!ned 

1n ~PrH•tmant 1 a tl9l of Havch lB. 

t/RB:;-mv:KG 
11/28/4• 

STETTINIUS 
.. .-,--:'";'!~.~~in: 
(:i£:··; . 

. CONTROL COPY 
VD 

DECLASSIF!lill 
72 -Stnto Dl~pt.. Letter, 1-11~ 

Jly n: H~Piirb DateSW9 1972 .. 
. . - -

. -~ --
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Reference your 7581i of No•iembar 17. 

The Futhoriz~tion to ¥hioh you refer was &ivan for the Jlurpose 
of encouraging Swiss willingnes~ to receive refUgee children by con­
crete u.s. action assuring their ovacuction. Aceottlingly, the . . 
PuthiH·izc, tlon_ }/ill rer~ain in effect as long as necessary to in:f'luance. 
Swisu action '~itY res!'ect tn refugee child;en liea.king ridmission· t·<r 
Sw!.tzerlen& to escape eneL1Y persecution •. .!lhetlier.fn·_.or(\er- to __ .. 
accomplish thb }mrpqs~ it will be desirable to continue the· authori.-.: 
zd ion for R'j)OloiOd ·ueyo!l& the time t~hl!!J. ·:flight_ f'rom.- enenw :per~ecUt,io'!l 

. !::~::-~~~sSi'!ry, · :~~~-~~ m~~~r ml~wU.i-'ch thJ! __ -_'JQ~:::rd·=-· w?!QJ.A · -~PJii~:S~l_~~~c~yOUr~- -

\if' colu-ae, visas issued ;>ursuant to this l'.uth;,rizatiou a.r" subject 
to the c:ssur2nces Hith :resrect to replneeuent contid.ned in Department's 
891 of :;,rch 18. 

1tlss Chauncey {f'or the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Cohn, DuBois, ~'r:Lednian, 
3aBlmx Hodel, Lesser, Mannon, McCormack, Files. 

t'. S.:t. ~ 
BAkziniLSLesserlhh 
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FOR ':IRB FROM itCCLE:LIAND 

DEpartmEnt's 8Sl, ~:arch 18 

PLA.IN 
y 

BErn 

NovEm:bEr :J:?, 194'4 
..r...:.::. ~ 

REO I d 8 :37_:~ol'lo ~8th-': • 
.. 

. (--
~ :-;~,-~ ~ 

--- -e'-;.----

I havE rEcEntly bEEn approaoh:':d- by 6rganizb.tions ~ 

rEs onsiblE in SwitzErland-for cf(rE-of.rEfugEE:·ohHfu.tn ·-·· 
. ' .... / ... ·- _- . 

.::c.ioh arE anxious to l:now whEthEr 4 1 000 Ut~itt;d:.s::nt.Ean 

ljl~1~~r~,~Mi2rizEd in DE~'artmmt 1s vlirE u~dEr rEfErEtici: 

nill still bE availablE aftEr this viar~· 

Any information y·Ju could sEcurE: conoErnil:)g this 

HA.RRISOI!' 

DllOLM7/C'fT1D 
State Dc_pl. !.~~~-~:!', J-11·72 

By R. H. I\u:!~~ lJ;:t .. S~J~_j} ·:,c_7! 

'( -,. 
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FROM: American Legation, Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, 11ashington 

DATE: September 21, 1944 

NUMBER: 6248 
~ 

~~cC1elland sends the follot1ing :for the 1iar 
_ ·~· ___ _ ~ _____ . ·_k--- _____ ·_1.-~-..._,_-:;v:-..::_ _ _-<~:--, ... ~ 

· The· question- of bringing 5000- ·J"ewish cltildre~f to 
Swi ~erland from Hungary_ appears to be _-a metter on. 1~liich !·irs, .. 
S;ternbuch has been 1~orking person!'-lly and _~lhieh.she transmitted 
to the United States for the attention o{ the Union of Rabbis. 
On the 20th of .September· I discussed the matter .1iith her. 
14rs. Sternbuch says that a diplomat.1~ho ca.'Ole to S1dtzel·land 
recently from Hungary (~<hose name· she 1~as n:ot at' liberty to 
reveal) told her that according .to info:rmation he had ):'eceivett __ c 

from 11 coapetent (!erman q~arters", _ -:!-~ convir..Cing and 9oncr6te~ Lu~Sura.Yj_..:. 
ces ·wore given by either_ the u,.ited States-or British .Governme_n~s 
that these children ~<ould be admitt-ed- to- the United Stat ~as,- - · · 
and to the British Isles, the Germans ,.auld certainly- permit 
5000 children to leave Hungary by.l:iay of S1{itzerlimd. -Ac-
cording to l~rs, Sternbuch's explanaH6n of the matter the 
question of the S"iss Government oonsidering as insufficient 
the guarantees given and sponsored by Great Britain and the_ 
United States that such children~uld be evacuated from Swiss 
terri tory did not therefore ariSi~- The fact that the S~qiss ·, 
Government has been given appropriate guarantees is fully 
understood by Mrs. Sternbuch. 

Reference is made in the above to the Department' s· 
September 15 cable No. 3194. 

HA . .llRISON 
DCR:EBH:l-IE!t. 9/22/44 

!Uss Chauncey (For the Seo'y) Abrahanso;,, .!tkzin, Cohn, Drury, 
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, _Lesse:r, Mannon, 
Marks, 1-l,cCormack, Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Cable Conhol Files, 

-- '.- ·:- ~'14: 

DECT,ASSIFIEIJ . -
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·79 

~y R. H. Parks D•teJlJ.P ... J 9 1972 
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li'ROM: 

TO: 

lJA'l'EJl.l 

,_ 
\ 

American Legation, Ber~ 
; ·-

Seonta.ry of State, il&ahington 

July 16, 1944 . 

4533 
1( 

l!tl_Ohll'e.ni ~wde the following for \'IRB and Viti& »bhiol! •. 

Legation's message of J•1ly 6, Nwnber 4297 IUid Department'• 

on11e.ga of July 1, lfwnber 2236, are the eubJeot of reference ln Legation'• 

measage of July 15, !Iumber(~~ 

HARRISON 

0-_.-.----
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DEPARTMENT 
,\J OF 
\Ji STATE 

I 

I 
LFG-949 
This tElEgr~ must bE 
pcrfiphrnsEd bEforE bEing 
cmmnunicctEc1 to anyonE 
othEr thnn n GovErnmEnt 
Lc,Ency, (f.!Zfli.t±t'J'f!!*) 

Washington-; l~~!-~·:,f~~~~f~1A . .Tf .f- · 
-~ ' .,_ij{jtl71941 . ~ 

4530, ·July 15, nco~. ~_'------~-N;.;.;~;.,J_..;.~~-:~_:~~-:_J_n:_~ ·_·· r,,-, _:_.-----
y:: • ..-----

CEnsus of rEfugEE childrEn at prEsEnt· in SvJitzErland 

for whom ovErsE~s Emigretion is c1EsirablE af'tEi." tl:lE 

war inclltc~ in;; thosE w:lll h:cvE :o.rri VE~c'C~ b~cth bEforE 

<:>n(: s ii1C E Jnnu:cry l, 1944 now cmnplE.tE. 

EntrustEd r1i th chilCrEn arE bi:gitininc;; sEcane!~ sk,gE 
- . ~ - - - -

involvin:; c,-,rEful sElEction chilc~ri:ri· b~sEc' ~~; v~:r;iotls 

countriEs of c_;E stin'"' tion. Unc~Er_sta_ix1a:1:\~.E cpposi ~ion 

is !JE ing E ncountE rEc~ honE VEr among ole~ Er chiL1rEn 

1~1any of r;hom ceo not nish to lE -cVE EuropE until in 

pos.sEssion morE prEci.sE informntion f~.tE~ thEir 

c1 EportEc: pf'.rEnts._ ExpEctcc' th~.t within t.\·16 months 

organizations will st,-,rt prEsEnting childrEn to our 

ConsulatEs for spEcial UnitEd SbtEs ilmnigl:''"t:Lon 

visas. Total numbEl' r;ill prob!.',bly not EXCEEc1 500~. 

UnfortunatEly :wnil-cJility thEsE vises hns bEEn ablE 

influEneE only slightly arrival morE chilc:rEn from 

FrancE for rEasons prEviously outlinEd~ 

HiiRnrsoN= 
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l•'HOMr 

PAHJ\PHRASE OF 
I 

Alllericnn Legation, Bern 

\ 
- --)' -

TOt Secretary of State, Wi~~i~~to~i 
LAThDI July 11, 1944 

'i. 
NUMBER1 4401 

-~ Iief'e;J:.enc,e is r•u,ai:l~- her~awitrr to' your Junv;J:3_ t13leg~~:­
_ no • -20?3, WRB 39,- .J.ast paJ"agrnpb, 

. . ' / 
I wns told b~ Minister Stucki, who was here for a 

-/ 
f<n-. days, that he hod preaented tho matter to Hochat and , 

V" 

I-nval repoatedlyJ and he promised me tllit l"ie-wouldprasa 

further for a reply of e favorable- natur_o,- i'he Minister 

ret;;rned to Vloby on ~'-the sixth of July, 

BARHISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
.. 't(t·-. --

State Depi: Ll'l ~et, J -.j.J_~·72 ... 

By R. H. Pa>h8 !Jub>_._$.~.P..J D -)972 



FRO!!: 
TOt . 
DATEDt 

.NUM!)ER' 

secr&tSley of~td~o. f.asa~et<m·• 
Amel'ienn Is\JgQUc\n;>'Bern . ; · 
Jun~Ll3; MM. · · 
2023''····. . .. 

FI)Ltl/.mro ·X/!)~ &cm.LM.tll) 

· . .:c:': ._·_R_ ... ;>•.,.!#k ..... ~pJ•~t··-·.·_-._._.·~.l_.-.. ~ .. ;_n·(JJ·.rla.·._~---,-' •. __ · .. _· .•. ·.··!·,·· .... :...s.·o .. ·._t
1
_.·..,o_· ... _·.·.· .• k·Ch~---·:··i_._,_· __ -..• _dre ___ n:..·····_·_ .... ·._·_~.-· .. ·-,..,.·_._vm .. ,· .. ·_ .• _o •. _.ft.· .• _·.~_·_.•._.·'·.: : .. Gllt~J!ft~~s~~:J:i~f~~!~lt~i , ···~ ""'~-U .. v~. ~W~~~-oJ..>>< 

· . ·<;f.;~ tnfx•Piiiili! for mii111l' • . . .. . .6Yi11,',~~- s:lD.OOci#nciper ·· · 
. - mbtlv~tititf f'o:t'(tll.'bel~_tlitr•autll~i;¥.~tton t!fillllUO.·-tMs&•vbae . 

1\tlJj tb.e'-~neOtU,'age~~Wlit a>~ ell autlitn,.illation lidght: @:vi) to •th$. Sr;:l.e~J 
llovoxo~Wallt to_ percl.t, acc0l~rtion 'Qt._ the ;elltf)'. 'l)t futd~~ional·· 
Childl'an. 'Wb:ll$ revl.IJing the J!lll1La1'7· l dstl!- miol."W.!:l'd ·might -• 

· acisuro tho Swiae tbat a~ vot'ilgea obildt'~ nqw .in S'ldtz$i>la~ · 
· vould not X'Olilllill th,e1'o aftGv thu w!li~ :l.t. wmud ·nOt £oelli! th$ 

. attention ottho S$e-.to .the ra~ti(l7leirl.p ootw$a,n the. · ' 
·. !IVBiJ.ability o£' ArilGdoiul Viflafl BJ'ui th!l ·Sdmisf.i!on t\f'·t,idditional, 
·alli~en~ · · · · · · ·· · · · .. · · · · · · · · · 

· .• · F~ youti -:lf!i~ttori; i~~t1~-~<llhelina ~hl\t ta~ri in 
this milthr by too Units~ St!\t\!Js :i,e beiug,~Qiltomplated Jzy 'I -· ·. 
nttmb$1.' otthe eovarmil@ts·in i.atin.Aint:ldca-.:. B~rdhopelltn.-· 
tho ncar rut.J:Wo to turriish you Witlltl\e: ®t!lilP 9.f J?.t.f..~ tf:014 

;:~d!~~i~!: !~! !ri!::ed~ts!!i!!J~:!~~ ~~; l; 
• ··., ".'--:-"}-~··-· .. .>._. ··--- •• ··,;:·-~--·;.-~:--·-~-·-_ -:·_·'-~"-7-,t-1:-::"-''~~--- - --·.-. 

. . . ri:~ ~te~ .colliJ\ll~tion' i1it~.:tliti biitiiaterfa!!d :ll~~priil~ · 
Swin &\ltllorities, it oppaiU'it v;~t.b, i!~·cJ.arii;i t!11it t~< ._. · .·_· · · 
lllOV&l®nt of <ihil41'11Q 'into S\'li~~n>l.t~M• !(Oi4d ll6 ·~~'(el.t)i'a:t.ed,: •. • . 
by isa~. of' ·Visas to oh!ldreJ:f flho :entmd p:dw; to Jan~;r. 1, ' . 
pleni!a ao l~oriii)i1i4' J.!oatd(•_·/;,· .. · > <C::.-;,,_._.·•.· :; .•• ·· .. ····•·-.··_.··_· •. ·.· . 

. lWt-eroMa Legation II! 2dlO~'.Ifay ;;, -.'Pi~a!le repwti .ft Llinioter 
B9l'llla hM l;'oc!l!ved eu,y addit:!.Ollal infOl'lllllltlqn ti'Olll Stucki at -
V:toby ragiu'd:tllg Ms,f)!'to~~ there;- • . -,-' •: r 

. ·-·~:,~ ;~~:~~~-io~·~w~u~~;;c,jJ;u-'.!• 



TO: Seoretm7 o7. State, \1s~hington CONTROL COPY 
DATED; 

~NUMJlm: 
~ . 

July 6, J.S44 
:< 

4297 

l .1 .• 
-~ -· ···:'~- -- .,__ . 

2023, :regardleen of &w.il~bUity o:r Ovil!l'li!OO.D oc1gl"ation v!l!al!, Sw1n 
./ 

autho:ritho llllve e.llfil31l allcnmtl e:lltry of l'enl/i;~lil oh1l~·~ (in prinoipl9, 

girls to 18, bo71 to 16) from ~·ana~, 

nw bGJ.i(1Jf Mmt aastU"~W(Jill.€\,t;I'Oup ot refu&~e e~h1ld3'm ~ • 

l<'ould not ~~~~ in S~t! tll.;~lMd wh\l:& tb.~ 'aai- io o7l!ll' :laaulll enootiraso the 
- - . 

Swh:t to admit t~dM.tiorml at',u:t.t I-~1'~<.Ja3 moti~ted OUS' m,,ggi:J&Uon,eon-

tainad in Logatton 10 mlla~e ot !~ey 16, l'i\llllbmo 310'7, to th<ll !.l:!:'Z~ot i.that 

our Unitia. tH;at0D irr.m,.g(atiou. v:\ti~~ bo nmd~ t\Goesm:!.ble to all ol1gtblo 

v1rms to thooe tf.uo have entilrctl oo1ll1.try flino~ Jammr;v 1, 

~otmd 1505 r0f\>;t;(1)oll ohUd.nn under 16 years ·have entfll'~n1 

Swi1HHlrland fl'Ol!l FrrulOfl without parantG bg~wson Je.nua;ey i tllld JtmG 7, 

Th0 upeet cow.it!ona in Haute Sm:voilll nnd Jura- arooo_ along FrMoo-Su1111i1 

bordl9l', Md Ollplloinll7 the diSOl'gmtbat1on at all re{Stllar trruuspol'tat1on 

in ll'ranoc, €\ro rcsponllib:tll for the emnllnnqo o:f thh ll1lli!bfl!', Theile 

conditions mclto it mont difficult to bring ohildron up to tho border-and 

to an inoroaeing o~~ent, they wUl probably continua to do so. The 

rate 11t wh1oh ohildr0n arr1v11 is pr1m~U.y decided-by tliGae t110 faoto:re •. 

IJAilRISON 

DCR/GFW 7-lQ-44 

DECT..ASSrFniD 
State Dept. Lcltol\ 1·11·72 

By R. .lL Pur!<S Dute S£P 19 1972 



TO: 

l!'ROM: · 

::::, •• ,~:~:::~;~~~~~ to;
1

Di2.f;J~~~~~~(·· 
· te1.egram .No.· 891. 

This is to inform you that provisions concerning 
/ 

issuance of i~igration visas to refugee children which 

was mentioned in reference cable has beehextended to 

1945, July 1 of that year. For issuance July through: 

October the nonpreference quota immigration numbers 

given qelow were allotted to Zurich: 

German 609 to 3008; Belgian 31 to 200J French 83 

to 382;Pol1sh 162 to 761; Netherland 81 to 360; and 

Czechoslovak 63 to 312. 

This is 25% monthly, Additional allotment will be 

made then. It is requested that you inform consuls and 

current information as to developments would~be appreciated 

by the Department 

HULL 

' DECLASSTii'IED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Dute_s[£J 9 .1972 

;-:, 
... t''·· 

_.-----
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGR&~ SENT 
/ 

FROH: 

TO: 

Secretary of State, ~Tashington 

American Legation, Bern 

June 13, 1944 

CONTROL car. 
• DATED: 

NUHBO::R: 2023 
l p 

FOLLO'iliNG IS FOR 11cCLE'LAND 

Reference la·et. paragraph your 7107, ~liy··l·s. 

- Bo e.rd fe.e is th:!l~ it he· t:s sua<~c ~- of .!i eas ~l~:r:~t)lldfe ~:; i~b.o· . 
·. erftereO:. Switzerland prior to January 1, 19~A •. vro_uWnot S:c.toiil'plisli' 

the 7urpose for "t<rhich visas were made available sincie trincfiial 

r:wtivating force behind the authorization to issue these visas 

was the enoouragem"nt such authoritati.on m:i,gb.t give to the Swiss· 

·Government to pe-rmit accelertion of· the en~ry of ac1a:ttioria1-

cnildren. l•lhile revising the January 1 date bacJ{~iard nd.ght 

essure th.e ,Swiss thet some refugee children now'·iri S~ritzerland 

would not remain there after the '1-:ar, it would,_not focus the 

e.ttention of the S1qies to the relationship bet•1een the 

P.Vailabil1ty of American visas and the admission ·f aail.itional 

children. 

For your information, action paralleling that taken in 

thle ·"atter by the United States is being contemplated by a. 

number of tl1e governments in Latin America. Board hopes in 

tre near future to furnish you vrith the details of offE>rs from 

those governments to the Swiss which, it is believed, may 

orovide for children 1mo entered Svri tzerland prior to January 1. 

If, after consul te.tion :with the Minister· and. appropriate 
· swiss 

·- ~ . 
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-2-

'\;,: 
.\~ 

81o.'ise authorities, it appe.srs wit~ll__some clarity thet ,the 

DVement of children into S~1i tzerland :'fkiu[d,:J:Ye accielEirated 
- - ;c--.\'"'"' ~- '., - _- - - -

by issuance <if' visas to children who'-Gri'iieto~d'wri~r to January 1, 

Dlease so inform the Board. 
E'G ll ;,'_ 

Reference Legation's 2810, May 3. 
~i; ~~T~ 

Please report if Minister 

Bonna h8 s received any acldi tional information from Stucki at 

Vichy regarding· i1is ei'forts there, 

"' 
r·ns .IS ~IJID- CABLE'To BERN NO. _ 39 _- , 
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~ti fe.- 1c t.h~t th11 tsr..tance.J oi vi.sar: to chi-l.drun iNho ·-enw.tt:d 
:.lYitzurlan.! ;.-1%io:r to J&.nl4ry 1,_ l'JJJ., wo·J.:ld 11ot. .fl:~oi!lrli,eh--tlie Jim~;--~e 
for which vilii'£ w-ore l:l!!de awd.hble since ; rlr.cl; <~1 ~'!.lV<->tins fOl'ce 
behlnd the xnthoz·iMt!vn to il>t-1HI th5toe Yi&e.IJ '<l!U' th{; encour~<t;<.,)l{cnt 
eueh ~uttot"iust_i__.~u. night ,g:lv.-, to the ~lfif:'=t tovi--~~nt t.o j ermf acc~l~n..,.; 
\1cn Gf' tht ~!)try_·~!_. tH!dlt~~tk~} ~hl.ljren. ~:-1 hil~ rc"V.tflJj·.1; tJl{~ •faHH~'l'i; 1 
dAte bu.tliw-~:rd :~~:tht nt-9-nr£- ~,,:-': n.~t:e thot- SJJnt- 1'~1 !.\:;_;~:* ___ Q_l}ll(tr~r~.~~- \ri 
-5-witztJr.la.nd w"u..ill :-1ot l~~Jsil:i ther<&t ~i"tr.;:r ~"i~ -c.·nzr_, ~~t-·tre-.. tHl_ ~ ... J;ft ff)~~~-lj~ __ tliu:. 
attention (~1.· th~t ~-lfiJ:c -t.o th~--~lntioncehil'~ ba:Wc.~il~--tb£:-_-~y;-i,U~O~l-~t~--O:t-
.tzer.lcJsn_.,-vlal"a 11nd th<·~ :dmiadon 'o·f ~d<li tioi~ child:r;;.:... · ~ 

by th~~~uf~~~ : ~~~~~;!O'i:J~~:~~~~t~:~~;i~~ 1~). :h~;~~t;;~"~li~1E~tv:~~~<ii· .. 
-~it.t£ in .Ln tin_/' ;h:,! iet-l_• . Ltotcl'C hojou-~ in ~h~-~ m~ar- i!\ltt~r~; io "f~:,;rn~t;h -;'tf\._·-__ -
with thu t!f!tn .U.t.: -~·f o:!€Y.t'c !'·r.,~1 thonn gOVi':nu;ent~ to the·: f.vilt·r- -whieb, 
1 t it b-:llev~ 1,. -~;j ·:_: .. ov~.dv J. .. m· c}JJ.ldren rt:.;o !'?lU::l·~d :-:v~.ilirt.r1~.n~! r:rlo!­

. to ,.f~ll\lt-l"y :. 

If"1 ~ ·:""ttq~ cu-;·-~i_lt-ut1on 'ni th tJn ~il.dt:t-1•1' Mtill U~TJ"Ojil't~W ~;W~f~S 
&ltthoritirt.tJ ~:t. Iii~: -!Wl't· w~ th t!'Oi:'it! cl'.·l"lt.r: t.h{tt. U.e ~ ... fVt::-;1-f·r:o..t --,,f __ <.:r._JJd:ri-n 
ill~- tW!t.scrlnr.O 'I:<PI}d bo<J ~cc-olt-t:rmV-ul r:y :.vri~i'Jticti. t'f _vftn_t~ --t·P _ch:S.!~'J:'!l'l 

·-whO 'tnt.a:rN! ;:r-.!.c.r t.r1 .. i'Q;rfunr-y 1, i'lt.t-~tH'"J co info!':?: tt c ·_!'o-?t~cl.. · 

1-f!:fe.r~r.c:, : '-\ 1'- ·~1·- !;
1 r: 2~:1c, ~~ .. ). ;:lt}!ltt' rgrort __ tf -'.Hj~jy~-~r -;i~!i~ 

~ Juu: r~cf:!V3 •1 fiYI.{ ""t-1.-J~ l.ior.!l] 1n.fo7r;~rt,,on t'r'ctti . tnck1-~t. ~~~i_,,!J~J· rt'}t_~~~l"(1t-_{i.E 
hi:; ~ffcrt~ t e·~ ·· • 

•••••••••••••• 
June 10, 1944 
3100 p.m. 
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JUN131944 

· __ 'fhll "fcill:mvbg confidential message for /rou 
from Mr. TacJi.J;ep.<i!"i' w~e received Uhd!!-r dat•tcot;:J~mll 8j_; --_:-
1944, through· the Ainerican Legation at ·llerni·~- - ----"" 

"In connection with your $10,000 app~prlation> 
we have been advised by our New York Committee 
of the misunderstanding. These funds have 
been used for removal of several hundred 
children fran especially dangerous areas, 
which is of vital importance. The use of your 
grant for any purpose other than rescue actiVi-
ties hao never been considered. 11 -

Mr. Adolph ileli, 
Chairman, 
Jowish Labor C~ttee, 
175 East Broadway, 
New York 2, New York. 

Fll:lab 6/13/44~ ._.--

Very ~ly yours, 

_ - - '1l rebJ.e-
tflitmeal :J • • · _ 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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Nh:BCh: 

•:·eric9D L~gution, Bern 

cc'Cr<it!ll'Y uf State, Washington 

J w1e 5, 19.44 

3657 
x -

any purpos'! o';'·wr than reacua activities has JVJI!eJ• boen 

contJiderod. // 
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'(fcn;tnr,y of ''tate, ''r;t.hln;;,top 

'-~F.: y 1 ~-:-.' -- 1 ~--!~ .• ~ 

~~--·Jl·-··~·~ 

- -- I 

"li' t':~ fo·flo·,·irll; r'el!f''.lTifl- 'r<i !lubrnlttl:<,l f)s.the: ex)~lr.nr~t1on, _ 

:_+f. or·~•,.r to ¢t!:'~'::.lrHl ~t,,r~ ''liglbllity;or _r,~chlldJor-,1iiei'-.•; 

illi!\A erJ1gr?.Uon Le oion,nhf•tionn offlcir.'Ily re!Jr>OnAible ' -- \' - - -- -_ .-

cr<'e, 1'•1 ~ "'P.-? ntnrteo e&rll' :n April 5nd it Ia eimed 

... t>tlco.l:-rly nt :?ecurJ,)g llf' ·;c.·ur•r•te t,nfor·;,at.lon C<G non~lble 

tJ,,l ,_._,erer,b·)uto ')f the child' a neor rel;$t1V€I!l, f,l~o the 

:>rf!ll.017ntlone :.re concerned ?P to the oilV1Bnb111ty of 

r,rolgrr•tlnf! children <>h·-·!!~ parentn hi>v11; bfrftn de'I:'<Jrtcc:1 to 

LH~ .,.9.'o't, but ~--ho cnrinot et th•, n»me t1i.1e ba oonnlrlered 

er> <1ecoaead, Tn f!ome_ oo.aen the nuelltlon thet•efore nrlneo 

tJhct,ror 1.t \.•111 W't he n(iVll!nble to ,.,lf.ln for "'wn1tlng 

rerlo<l nft-er co~l'llt1on of noat111 tlu P or '"nt11 1 t can be 

aet~;r'lllnod by v11rioue c~11rmr::lt~ •·l'<ether parent!' are ntlll 

1n 'c1,rore Mld •:he the r they~ nre s,ll_ve, No <loubt · nuch 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

t{a1t1ng 

By R. IL Parks DnroJi.IJ:_J. ~~ If: n 
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•··nl tlng W::'ui.~ be in !'\~'1 t7erleria in '>'hich Clil f'e liF!SUI".fl~P of 

m•;ter1r.!l HB!ll~tance from oversevs:fo_r cr•ildt•en- i"H,re '·:iuld 

bl' deelrnble. ~~lJ <:hl.ldren, unef!l.llvocelly el1g'1ble for 

S~i:ip•ntiOfl t,~ 1;;\8 .. nitei\ rt-·ttJ!l CJl'J] hegii) f>oceivlnp tl1e!r 

~~ 

:.· r-rrl~..-u~-~. t·:=ll"y .;:.r~oc _ ~ ... ~rnt~rt-_ --~.n~i.-.--~-!n~:ri-~r.nt~---·-ch~--;-ar~n 
-; --)!:r!ti~_r ~~-{[··'_ y-f_i:i~ft , ... --~!f~~(r~_._-t;~r~-,.f.i<l --r;-r•fcfr_ :-~~-_-:_Jt--n\tt?l"Y 
. . . . - - - . . ·--- '" ~--· - -~-{.,~ -. ~- ·.-...::...-, .. __ 

~ ~ { ~:;.~-r-e ~;; · lc;; ".:0izt~~i~1:a-Y1ri :) f' ·~h ~·: t <> : ''fhth ~ 0·",~ e "q rt it~1 'bil · ~ or 
o.f t .ece- :' ,500 between 70_0 end 

--..------ ---

-_ ·.,g~~\tf.::~- ~-~-r{~9;g ___ 9f ----~ .. s.rent·s, 

l 1 i)Vi l)nly_ ~no be ''On!il<leJ;'\_, :r.rr <cb;J.ndoned t-tnc conse.'!Uently 

in t:;c fil'rt lnPt<Jr.ce ,:lflbl.c.forrsrt'bf tht; 4,oe>C:v'1E>,:n 

'f t:;e LnUe<; '~tritf'i>. riot· only r:cll~f- orgenlzationa bl.1t 

cMlrr · utriorltl!O!l dc~lre r·:)Ft·,,~'r'e!:Jlgrshort'i:io~~~~ib~Htlea 

in '"":Kd;·· rc-t·u,yr;e • t'Dbl•oln CJfoin;;; aar:rurr,nces that thei"~ be 
~ 

re<iuced to r. e,-:Cnl:r.urn t'•c n;Jrnbr.r of, refUfN•" .lieb1e to rer:a1n 

on L:~F.1P :oande ~·.fter t':e -"'nr. Prom t'<e!r uoJnt of viel< this 

'b<JUt 3tJ(I p<Jt·antlu~~ .Jtw1el1 children under 16 entered 

''"1t?erland clpndentinely from ~·rnnoe bet•·1een ,Jt>nut~ry 1 "n<l 

'!ey 4, 11"44.- Hong with pr.rentf! or rclPtlV•'Il 11pprox1n:ntely 

125 more nAve entered, 1\lt~ough border r.or.trol measures 

on the Germnn-occup1er1 a11la ;1nrt1cuh:rly ln 'lnute !'avoie 

nre 
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sre beco::s1ng increaslng!Y ~stringent,- tllay crintlJn•e to errive_ 

1r•rfo£Ul;.rly 1n r.rmll t·roupll. ;Secause all ·movement· <Jf ·~ ereons 

nrc f:trictly. contpolJed lt if! ·protrrejlrively nton; dlfficult 

for orgnn1nit1oM effecting re!lcue; !.'r1mar1.ly t!H: Jewish 

'•o~uvre_, d<>- ''"lct•v.rn imx .LnftmtP,", ta 
!! " --- - ~ --- -- -

-r,trn~:-'~~nsi~.-nce or.t:ls "::or~er 6~ tne-F~~nd!-
·---- ~ 

·•· -"'~ese_i,~;';,l:l.iflt'ci/~<JVo'te:}s' nmr "Jo_IJ~~_irit~r~i~j)X ~; 

a!>--~; -g.;fi§f' route' ~hild~e_n ,,ho~~eceritly erl'i ~ed. 

w~ro t)r0ug'1t thr-;ufrll Dep>~rtment 

Nr•turel y, •··Hil_cmiline- m111tr..ry oper,;tiona, ,t.lli~ reRcue 

···ork 1>•ill ::-,.,come--more airncult:-thr-nn'J~-' lf not l:npondf!.e/._ 

t.- f!•ctor ln p;eneral ,-,.~;\(~trc••ill.o!;•er:nte i>Jore_ ~t_gnin!lt;t:M~-~­

errlva l 'or refuge~.s in fl~llt'~c;rlirnd thim 11n1 t~d iiileaiiur~~ 

of "refoulenwht 11 of -tl1e ~i·llss. 1 t: lo J!oubtful'-for th1a 

reP.~nn tnnt fl nur~ber nf children ~llgible for v1aai1 Hble 

to reno:-, Sv·1 tHlrland frorl France by July 1, 194? '1'11~ ·-;ooch 

?1X nuni:i.red. 

·>'OUl(i it not be pcr>t<ible., in view of tnc ernall \overall 

numbor or r~:fugee ant\ em1grt•nt children !lt ,.,resent in 

,,,.,1tferlend eligible for United steter; 1:mni.grat1on vhen 

(loclud1ng nrr1V91s-up J;o Hny 4, 19.!,4 '-' mrLx1mum would be 

l,f>OO) to conn11l.er our ylsli\s na available to all of tllem, 

1:-rovlded thin 1,1ould be in harmony H1t)il our lmm1grnt1on lrws, 

~atn:er thrill Junt to thoec VI'IO have entered the country since 

JRnusry 1._ 'fhe- number eligible w111 f•;rthcr be reduced by 

the fiJ.Ot that nt least lO:t of tneoo-:-ch1ldren -will ht~vo r-a_s~~d 
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,;')Ui'J cmistitute vulusble. H ;mall c;ortcrete ('i:lHt•re by our~ 
. ~ -

Govern-:u~nt !1Df1 .r:;riy 

talre l:n O!'<ier to ~,.~ r~ur·de ~ t;1e ~ sc'i ~ ll to F/ml t ;;rldltlonfll 

r<;fuget:s , .. •c•ulrf tiHi!l _be~ ft-;::111 tr. ter'. 

---~----~----~- ~ 
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PABAPliAASEOF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FRO ... : 'l'he Alli)rioan 11'in.!.ster, Bern" 

Tv: - 'fhe <OI!Oo·retary of State, ~la shingtori 

iJA'L.: ~~ay 3, 1944 

1J ~ ~~;j:;_.i;: - 2810 

,t· 
ClJNrROl GOPY 

7 
ln of'dur'' to- Clavlfy __ the'E!~ tuat(on · tJ)e possibi1Hycw13.s~ -

-t~scucosed _bl·-~~-~~{{h;i~~ist~;?r?JJ~~~~~()~t-~J!~i~~-1;e;,~{~~~T~~-
. _ .. / : ·-

for children· to-~come ·to ·:Swi'tzerlan(l. ( Hefers -to your -number 

lf59, Hfl2 nu)llber 5, d.'ited April 27.) Aacortliri~ to Minl"!te.r (":-: .- ~: . 

<i:!¢;zti:w., i~ m~s :·;if!un<ler.~tanding that ina.pptoad~iJlg the Fr_enoh 
;:,;',~ rv_ . -

·tfi'i1l£ster Stuok1 had attempted to se_CUPe g<'irte~rii permission :i'or 
f;;;;-/~~;. - -<-~_-_o··· 

. 't\gcehildren to dep9_rt from ~'rnnoe and hac1 not re_~,t~ict~d 'the 
-. "'~"': > w 
:r~u~st 1!8 exit permits for Spain orily. '.i?ePmiBs1oir_to riome 

-: -~:..,---
to :J·•i tzerland woulC. lvtve been inoluded 1f thi~ wePe true. 

-~evar~heless, ln or~er ta be lure, Minlete~ Bonna said he would 

inquire vf Stucki111ho laat week clepal'ted for Vichy, Uhildren 

t•&.v e "ean denie<l pePmisslon to come to Switzerland for a 

ten.porary sojourn ( rehabili te.tion) for eo•lle t l.frie now, '!I.e card- · 

lne to Nlnlster Bonna. 

Developments will oe reported. 

J'lOR: MPL 
5/5/44 

HARHISON 

·_. ___ < ·DBC[.AS.~~It:'fl~D .. -_· _: 
·stai·c u·(.~lt. Li.~u~r. 1~11~.12 · 

B;y ll. lL Parks Dnte.s£Ew. 9 1~7? 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

~~~ 
-~~ 

FR~:M: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMJ32:R: 

secretary of State~ ,Washingt<>_n~_ 
• - - V"-

Al,{[,i];GATION, Be:rn -

liprH 2_7, 1944 ~ 

1459 

.ilL 

1- ~! -· 

Foii THE ATTENTION 'oF •rn~MINisT-R· ,-'-I'ffi:~!cicLELI.AND,v " . 

_ _ liirst par~~f.!P~:qf~your'teieerinn"Vl Apri~ 
-;l;io_;_D~ii5, .i~ -r,3f;~frr-e~-~t'o iiei¥w_ith;=: __ .-_ ~--

'"' f·wii dealre'1ll·arT:t'ioation' as to}wlJ.ether the Swiss 

Government's second apnt·.ocich -to Layallevwill consist 

of formal requests for children"'or request that the children 

ue aiio\VOd to go toSwitzerl~na: tempgrarily;- .Irt view ot_ 

the' non..;.objec:tion- of Filet Go~l~z{ithe. Wur Refugee _Board· 

is planning to reduest Eire .~nd Port.ugl.ies~Go~e~nmen~s ~or' 
_', - -·-- -

-~- parall~d-aotion artd the abov-~:·-·{1?-fO~_m~·tlon fS ne6~ed. The 
' . 

SWiss Government's proposed silcond•appl'oach 'bb~ioualyis 

within the framework of th~ orlginal intergovernmental 

Committee request for such action and therefore this Govern­

ment desires it. 

The War Refugee Bonrd will V/aloome any _addi_tlonal 

suggestions you may have for e:x:peditinc immigration from 

France of orphaned nnd abondoned oll.ildren subject to enemy 

persecution •. 

For 

DECLASSIFIED 
State-Dept. Loltor,-1·11·7~-

,-B:V R.'H:Parks Dale SEj) l;; _m2. · 

; 
/ 
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Fo.t' your .informntion ooheulai' .offloers in Spain 
-··. -

and Portugal have rece1VI'1d 111stru9tione similar to 

thonc transmitted in the Depnrtment•s- no. 891 for 

lssuence of 1,-00Q imrdgration · vlsP.a. C'.overnments -of' 

CPnt-<Tn nn<o A\lsti>alj,P. 1m~ nppropr1~te other Pmerioan 

F!VUbllos il-re"being np~roaohed ;rl.th the' suggeetln.n_:_ 
~~} thio'2f~hey ma~e :s~:&~l#r;~r{~r~ t() 

.·- -- ~ ~ __ ,-

•-,, ::_ :~ 6r2\i!dl]lg ohll ar'~n:~ -
~~; ~- J':!-FOPRG'irt~IJ-;:~~ \'IRB BF:RN CABLP. N-0; 5. 
l"nrr.:_._ ~ 

06~ d-. 
-..:'-. 

0 HULL 
: ··~. -· ·- .- .. 



\---)---·--- -~-~----

:rncu a J. w. Pe!ll• 

-~- ~-.-

-- - - .- - . 

· ·>.:.~-Tiler& is .. atbl~li~a~i~rJ}>~6t~iate ii!-~~- arit~~~mi?i{':.~: 
.. ·~ -: - - ..... ··- - - - -- -_ - -- - - . 

. de'!J'a,!:c:h 1': cabl~ .:to the American Legation at Bern{ .SWitaedand~, 

".~. 
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':L_'c. -~ ~,;-- .. ~_ \ 
~'\~:. 

<- ,~ ' : -

\- - ----- -- --------

}').li>eflr.s :roqwurt i'iltJt Golu to ier-u& tht> itltitruct'!.<)!l" to 

<-'l11H ~ec;&Uon ntVicliygi sugg~r;tj,(i:i.n firEipnr:lg:t·•ph you:r 

2Jl5 .;r 1-p·U 14~ Ill vi6W nou..,oJ:;j~oti.<ln fi1<>:t G.;>lu;<<>_ arc 

" llPlJro~chiuJ'_J'o:rt~:,g':'i~'~-"nd.-Urf> Gtivein~•entf.c:e'ith l'<>l{u;,Bt' fo1: 

fi.om' rr,;;-;(>;, -_ i>i. ;rilmned and d:ftndfllled ~hilaron subject- to 

~nc~ pGrsecution. 

}:Ol' your :bfo:t"M' tion COlWUltlr_ Offl:oerc iJJ_i.f:~ill and_ 

l·ortll{;~l bvt: :rroc.,fved :lr.struci;L;nit _;iriiler- tho<><'_,_tr.en:;­

:~i ttt.O r>q <-r-t:n<m't'~ -291 for iNUQilcr, ·1,6<..'0--l!illltlgut:tori 
- -\: .. - ·- - . . 

vivc.c. Covcl'lJ:n<mtE of Canr<da Grid hlr.t1·nHe snd ll{'r 1---oii:t:ht:e­

othGl '""rivan republics ar" being aJ>pt·OioiiJ:erl 11it.l:. e;ugeH-

regttrd.tne <::::d..ldr~n. 

~_-1.5/. 
!Jt;~ndieblloll 
4•:i'1•44 
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DECT./\.(:f!T!;-IF.D 
StntC Dt:pt.-L; ctm·,-1·11~72 

By R..H: p:U~'Du!iJ,Sf;_j?.:.J-:-;:~ 197? 
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[.~tV~(~ 
._;:,C 

'J' L'n[J 

' 

FROM: 

PA'UPHRMHc OF TELEGRJ\f~~ REC.EIVED 

Americca.n Legr.tion, B-ern~ 

Oecretary of StRte, Nashington 

- DATF:D: April 14 1 1944 

NUlmtn: ?31'5 . 
. · _i: -~. -.. · 

, _ b.~;,;,.,,~~ :,;;,p Lr1. -·;"';E _ 
;~1-) ·In coniplbnce '"i th j;he ~recueot, 
rr­
~"' :·: :noli!B I called on him ,t;erii l2 q nd he exnlalne<J to me 

;"~c,;.};ha.t 0:__~xlt r:er:aits for children· in question H&~ the 
.---·"J 

;,- -.;speca:l'ic rer;uest made of L1:1var by Ninister stucid:; 

':'he~fore, if yn_u should eo d~sir~~-Filet{:olsi/l~t relidy to 
instruct the Swis? Legatloh et·'.ffchy_to endea'ITor tO obtnln 

,,ermi s sion for children·· in ques~~on to come ,to S\•!i tzei'land, 

but he could only expect sn equally negati~e ans~rer in 

vie\~ of the flat refusal given~lnister Stuck_!] 

(2) In reference to your 1090, March 31, Nhile he 

!''-'~' no objection, l-lr •. Filet frankly did not believe that 

Lavel' n position ~·oulo be. morUfied by the eventual sum,ort 

of fo£tuguese ,;nd Eire Goverlllllenis. 

HARRISON 

· -· DECi.ASf>I!'l.ED- . -- ·­
Stftt~ D~pt . . Lett6r, ·i-·t 1-72 

By R. H. !'ntk< Datoill.J. 9 197Z 
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CO"'Y 

I'A"'.APHRASE OF TST.EGRAJ.I REC\;;IVED 

BETIN: 
: .. .· .. •- .. ·. I 

The Ame:->ic9n Mini-ster, -.Bern · 

The Secreta~y of Sthte, ~is~tngt6n 

DATE: April 11; 194<1 

·NllJ.iRER: 2236 
i ~ 

·advises me that unfortunately they have ji;st besn infor,llect 

tbat LB.VEal's decision t~ae ,;egativ~ in·spite ()f the ef'forts of 

.MinisUr Stucki!{ 1'he)' ''le!'e n~{ a·tte tb give me ·any rearons-
--- __ , ___ " --- ---- -

for such refusal because no expla!l.atton 'llas<giiieh. 

The Inter-Gover'nment8l Oom;nlttee ;,l_fi be adirlet:·:i ty the 

Political iie:mrtmen~ An"- tl"-8 Gwernments of Britain and the 

United States '.~ill be infopmed by the Intei<-Gov ePnmental COmmi;;tee. 

The Political Depart11ent in doin~ io wilJ recommend ihat steps 

taken to reply, in the very interest pf the cOntinuation of the 

contributtons of S~1i tzerle.nd in_ tr;~ing tci allevie.te the sUffer­

ings engendered by war, sl".nll be strictly preserved from any 

puolicity both in Eni>;lant1 and in America. 

DCR:;•iPL 
4/20/44 

HARF:ISON 

· s·tat~ ~~;!;~~~~~i·i.'i2 .:· 
By. R. H. l'"rk• Dulc SE P 1 9 1972 

~- =. . -



PJ\..li:APHRASE OF TELEGK'-'> RECEIVl~D 

FROJ;;: The Ameriol.l.ll JAlnls tor, }3ern 

'l'O: The Booretary of Gtil.t~, Washington 

DATE: April 6, 194L~ 

NUI.iBE:R: 2123 
7' 

US Ul\GENT " · 
·-_ .. --· 

.·o :The. foJ::@y~fi~~~~e £181!-~~ ),s r~tlln :·zu~i_g.11::· . 
. . ... ·. . . ~~ ;\;~11;:.~; the~~ "was fi6ici~here·_~·ccnife~eris; oi:visa ·. . -

···~· ··- · .. ~- ·· , .. "Ot:noers. from·:tne' Consulates at BasEil, Geneva and Bern• -U:;.ioi1 • 
· · ··r:rroduct1on uf the following- evidence· i:t is pl'Oposed to facili­

tate the issuiilg of imrnigration visas to the refugee children 
referr·ed to in Llepartment' s ntimber g91 dated March liS to the· 
l.eg!ltion at Bern, provided the Department has no ol;>jection. 

. . 

- l. .Date and J;la.ce of entry into. ::;wit~erland which coul4 
be contained in a state!Uent f_rorn the Swi:ss Fedel"al police. 

2. There, should ru.so be prod:uoe<l & birth oertlf'icmte 
but lf this is not available· the. abpve stateme!lt of Federal 
police shoUld include date and place of bil•th as given on entry 
into Switzerland (the Swiss Federal police will readilY give 
such statements since they are very coope1•at1ve). 

?'- t· 

3· Also a medical certifics.te frorn a doctor approved by. 
the Consulate. 

4. 1·hotog1•apha - three. 

~. If available, passport or other· t1•avoi document; \ 
however, if not available visa should not be denied because of 
this. 

6. Ten dollar fee. 

Upon reisauance only fees and photographs will be neces­
sary. It is the expectation that almost all children will be 
presented by refugee organizations to the Oonsulntes. 

It is 



2- :_- #2123 from Bern 
'-, l-

It is reported by Dr. Donald LmVI'ie. o:t' thiYMCA wlio is __ _ 
on the comoi ttee of refugee ort;anizationo in>Swi tzerlanc11 that 
since January 1, 191-l-•l- !lp!:oroximately 120 1•efugee childr-en under 
oixteen have ente1'ed :>vt3. tzerlar.d from l~l'ance, and _that the uiost 
optimiBtic .cstiJJA.'Ge is that before June 30 l!JSB than .1,000 
addi tionul mey entep. It io repof•ted by Dr.- LoHrie nlscr. that_ 
the authorJ.tit'w of -:Jwitzerlaml have been.most ooopei'il.tive-n.hd _ 
that last llOVomber li,_hoy COnfidOilt:Lally agl'GOd to_ aceep:t f1ft0(31l -
hUJ1drerl unaocompanie~lchildrnn but thnt there-4JD.s· been n: grent" _ 
1i1crcaBo,.in cli:fft.cultice •on: tlie Trench nido -0i' . the bprder~ - Be-.::­
caus'o- or. t1m ·>owid:tnens .• or: tile Gerroan_b(Jl'dOl' control· Lt is. lnost 
.~~;~z1bl:~:t~~;;~~ -i~~;~~~i!!i~;~~J-Xi~:i~~~i~fij. ;i~!~~yb·; ~ri2~t~i~ s 
in-. F'(;brufll'y to o.l:low _"pnsCJci's" w1tli chilO.ron to stay- for tneiity · 
foul' hom•=rr1n s·wi t~el'land and that. 1-t- is: not yet- certain thnt 
iw,:erican im;;;ir;r•a'~ion vl'c.:iio for these ell1lt1i'cn will be-rhluired 
by tllt- i;;y;isc:. !If! to the prr;sont tine nciiw have appl-ied,- · 

ooJHiea Ghaunoay (For the Sec'y) Abrnhmnson, Akz,in, Bernstein, 
Cohn, DuBois, Friedmnn, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, J,ieseer, J.uxford., 
Mann, !!.an non, !.larks, tloCormnok, !.!~rphy t Paul, Pclilt, l'iUle.k, 
Raina, flv.rgoy, 13m1th, f\ft.ntlioh, s .owo.rli, Weinatoin' H"'D' .Vn11te, 
files t 
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PARAPHP~SE OF-TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: 
__ - -:- -_:-~ 

The American· Minister, ·.·Bern 

'1'0: The Secretary of State, 1t18.snington 

DA'rE:_ April 3, 1944 

ilUHBER: 2

~··,. c •• .P"PNJRU~COPY 
-:_--_~': -- :_ --~v- -·- ~ ·-~--'~3~/?~:-~.:·-:..'{~--:::< __ --.:.--~-:::-~_-; :--> =-:-·- __ -_ -~~:;_- _ --~-:~~_;.-.;;_ _> · -, -- -~---'-
Loury, .Re;l.gher Anu:'oii&;a!lizat1<1ris ·:LritfS-re~t-e·d iJtollie: 

~~ _.-- ·'-"' .., ... -,-:;;.-_"___ :_ ·,..-:- .. - :,_. 

-;nov"rnent -frol!iA:'r>!-1:nne1of · refu~e_e chfln!e~1}lilve· altoea.df_ be~ en . 

not Hied informally al).d oori~tilt A t1on is su~gested Nt th the 

Consuls. Today at zurich the :Consul General is convening 
-~- ""• --

the Consu1s to sia:pUfy and organl~~- the rout1ne of the 

visa J.ssue -..1hich l}aturally >lilf be>,;iprked- but :~-11th the--; 
·. -- .·_ 

.,,elfare g!'oups' assint.,mc_-3 rd1d cooper'ltion.- This r~fers 
__ - ·. - .·. 

to you!' number 1089 d!:l ted ~larch 31', 1944. It •• ,oulil be or-

assistance to alJ of us here qnC' enable u~ 1> b e~ter oorre­
your , 

hte ou·l' efforta it/action on my number 1754 dated MP.roh 22 

could be expedited. 

DCRIM1'L 
1/6/44 . 

HAllRISON 

DECLASSIFffiD 
State DCpt..LCttff,-T-11·72-:. ,--

Hy. R II. l'<;~!ii DnteSEP t~) 1:-J72 

- -- - . 

\· 
\ .· 



--·. --.~ 
-, --'~::.:-.-·--. :.,.._,_ .... 

~ --y.{~i}.: r /f.~r ~~~~-~-'E'~~{~i::~A\t,~~~~(:~~Q·. ~'::J~~tt¥!~~-' ~ 
-.o::_-:.' 

-~1'1o~z~ . .,:;2)· cr.~l:d~c~-~~t h-9'(- :~·o?.' ~uc_h :!1·::1!; .P.~ ·poee_i~llf~ 

-::;t~.o:r~1ui to~~-f_;-~ ~~JS!:~'t,. -~Twl\:l;: "i_a.nd, ·f:.\~!:t-Bf:.:1l~iirt_~ l·i!.c~lv-~~1 

~f.;_: t:::z.t-~Y3.Cf" r}: f.:r("i}!i tint~~;;~ d. u~;C.f;~ {~- Uuvoizd:it·.lnt '·hli\t. 
_·"· .. · . :.·-- .- ·-: 

A:.r/:.•:t l~H-'Ji "t-'lii:~~ · 'it.tlJ~ bv P .. ~::J,·l,i!l~J.~·-: !Q~ >-\!}.-·h) ff~tt:.-;· 

_?t~l- _Hi?~ --Oftau~t~~;i .(R'e:t>UH-: '_S~:.~:-~~)o.)~iJ~~-~-~ _:Abi~bl.:\~;tpp.·~ ~!t:_t:h.';t 
:~~?.'~-f{tml~~~;-:~!.~~-~-: ?o~Jf-' · _¥~~-":: 1~~~~-~i-~·1_::.!·~\,·~-~--~J;~-~~-~,n~---~~(--~ --~~~~*r 
i!.h,; ·Vmi.,J., Ht;~e,t~»;.wi11i1; !l!~o '""ic~llli-,,1!~. 'L'i!itt.>;:ri; l!l•.'J.khr>\\,;;c 
ur.~,. t0.i>.Y>I:>ti. 11""\\"r"~:; l.fl!i•·k3 ;·. ~!d_ol'tl:;i.oli:, . >tt•.tph,t,· .IIA\.11~ 1".-,hl~:, J?liJ.l<ll·;, 
1.'i!:l.>1ri, f1o,i'lt/}g";' HrHtll~ l;lh~'lli:i'.~h.cJ)~~i\rirt> \li.'I~IJ~t~il}; 11;»· Jlhi~6, )l'U(•H 

i,j~~~i)1~£ .·'d~u 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBBR: 

~-' . _· ~-.. '/ _--. ' . ._ _·. _-~ __ .•. /f&/_. . 
-~\ ,_~ -· 
\ ~~ 

_ OR!CllNAL- TEXT OF. TELEGRAM cSENT 

Sll:CHETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON 

AMLBGATION BERN 

!I!AHCJ! 31, 1944 

1089 
~ 

,"'o: -, 

_:"'?'~-?-_-.·:~-~- -- --_- __ --. -_ ------ ---~-::_- ___ - .• _,_-.. _ -,;·---~,-~~~----.:-_---· __ -,..;_- -_---

___ p~ease -immedi'~J;telY inform Reigp_er, __ st.e:rnb)l_ch, Saly Meyer apdc . 
- . ' .. _. . ·. ·-·· --:·j::_ .. - -

other representatives in:switzerland of American welfave 

agencies of availability of Americad?crisa?" f~r 4ooo refuge_e · 

children. They should be advised. that'-nt~s information must 
... -····.:•.. . -~ 

be treated as extremely con;fid:enttal. ·, 

--~ nrucv,;:mvmo 
Stnto Dept. LoUM, !-~ 11~72 

By' i ~. l~ru·k~ D.nlo S [ P J D 1972 
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llarch ';!) ,. 1944 · 

__ .. -

To: -· ... 
J, W. Pehle 

It will lie appreciated if you will have 

the attached cable to Bern despr.tcnect at once• 

J.W.P. 

BAkzin:jp 3/29/44 
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l!aJ;"c_h 5-9 , 19 44 
11:30 _A.M; 

a-- - - _, 

Draft or:cable-tocBern .for-Minist~ Harrison· 
.,... ... _ ':' 

fromcj'far-"Refugee Board 
~:-;;- ... ' 

With referehce-toDepartment•s 

lmmedia tely inform Reigner; ·sternbuch, . Sal;r J.!eyer: and other . r!!pre .. 

sentative!( in Switzerland of American_ w,elfare ag .. nci~s_ of avaiiab:tlit.f 
,_ .! ~ 

·.of American visas_ for -4000 refugee chi~dl'eri;- They shoU.ld b-e advised 
-::·.-_:; .. -_· --

that this information ·must be treated as·. extr-~Jiiely confidential-, 
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Fnmr.: 

PARAFililASE. 01<'. TBLEGHAII S;~NT- ~~l '1 

Sooroto'y or SMo,, "•'hi"Btoh ' ~, •,~ ,··~ 
_American ,Le:,c:tio·n, Bern_,. _ _ •. _----~-- . TO: 

DATZD: 

~:;:h ''· ''4'' CONTROL COPY 
Following is from,,.'.lar. -Hefugee I3oal'd for liarris9n • · 

::._~ r~quest.·y~u-to''i.,hq'qi::f~ ofa:ppropria1i~ svriss :au~horf£fe!l' 
.·. · .. -ylhet~er ti1e;r.- feel t;iaf til~lt~fti~~n<t Oon~gotfi~L')f_l:-s: ,;{1;h · re ;a~d':. 

to th.; i~;~~i;1?§~o~, ·r.()r:::r.~·:r;;(;~ in S1·ii tzerlm1d~ O:i Je1iTfsh 'Sml .. -
./ 

other ct,ildren from ~·ranee, •:JoUld be- helpeu, by sini.lar approaches 
.. . , / . 

by tLe :C:ire and l'ortur~uese Governments._ If H is hol.ieved by 

the SV!iSS Government that such npproaches_l)y the ;.;il•e- and 

. Portlii~ucse Govorrunonts V/OUld aid arid Jiot' embai:'rass t-lu~t:r· OV/ll 

efforts, tho wisdom of thi~ Govermhon{'requesting th~ Govern:.. 
~ -=- - . "-- - .· ; ~ 

· Iil.ents of Portugal and Eire to associate the~:lse1ves wi tli the 

Swiss approach will be considered by the Boord. 

Fleuse cable results of your\inqairy. 

HULL 

·. DF:Cf.ASiJIFffiD 
. f!tnlc Ucpl. ·f.,!f."r, l·h\:J2 

· . - .:>~.:P 1~' 1']7? 
~.Y -R:ll.l'nrks Dato __ . ..__. · 

_..-·-



\ 

_ -Toi ~Mr. Stettiniue 

I woUld appreciate it -if :the annexed cable were trans!!litt·. d 

to !Uni~>tor llarrioon, Dern1 ail prdm?tlY as possible, 

LSLe11seraalS 3/27/44 

-- Pe.zy ·deliVIJi"ed by_ Mr. _Me,nn 



'\ ·"""-'·. 

., •... · .....•... -.· .. · .. ·· 
.' _-:. \:~---~ 

~~1 
-- ::~ 

?ROPOSF..D CAIJLF: TO 'U!IIS'l'ER liARRISON,_,BE!lN 

f!eferrln& to previoun cables exchanged concerriirig.the issuance 
h<.r Vichy of er.!t permits to Jewif<h and other children for ·refuae .in 
Sw.itzerland,t you are re,JllE!Ilted to inqUire ill!lllediately:of appropriate 
Swills authorities. whether the;Y. feeLtha.t their negotiations with •. 
Vichy would lk <tided by -'lpproach'es CJf governmontli of· Eire. and' PoJ:'t.ilgal.o ,_.,. '; .. 
If the Rwiss ·cotulider'that such approache&~.l>n hUlllanitai:ian. "gtoouniis · •. -: ,_. -, .. '-''"·'''C"··.:o:•-

.. c·· : wr)u).p .D()t '!Jllbaf'rhil'B •• their. OWJI ~ffo,rta and mJght !!'Xe~eiae I!J>tne~ bi>ne:fic-ial 
~infl:uiml!!l. either_ M~rroi'u-n or qn :VciC!Jl~: this G<.rii'rn:m;n(_:~l1. · .. -•. - -. - .•...• 
undertake to approac)1 'the govel'nmente •of' Ei~:aud. !:ortugal ncnordingly •. · ·_c 

__ ._;' ._ --

l'J.e~s.:-ciibl~ results ~of inquiryi 

·=-·-.. _:_ 
._..;l<>..u.i..o: 

LSLesserrals 3/27/44 
~c;·~. 
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FHOi.J: 

TO: 

~-:x~~~ 
. . ()-Y~T?i£lL~~~- ----------

PARI\PHHASE OF TELEGflAM. HF..CRIVED 

liW<:RIC!Ui· LEGATION,. DEiU! 

secretary o£ State, washington JUII f tn14 
DAT!;;C: ( J!.arch)4, 1944 -.....,_ -

trulm!m: 18'~r5 

1. A note was handed by r:m to 'J.!r.- i''llet-Golat 1n£orit• 

ing him of thB supst~nce of~ your tele{irnm of _Mlirch _18', 1944, 

nq •. 8_91 ~hich hn:u· also··bMn'·cbrnmunicated · tQ": Zurich Consuin:te~- _-.. 
""' - __ ;_·· - - --- - - _-- - ·.y;'--' ·_; _---- -~ -~ -- - -, -~-- - --:: - .: =--_ --- ---~- ·:· :~-~-':-

. - . . - . 

'Itrwa~ pointe¢ out by Mr. Pllet, after readfh.g my n()te 
---- ... - -

and stating that he v1ould make reply, ,tl1ut entry into Switzer.;; 

land was allowed for refugee childl•en.: Hr. Pilat also re-_ 
- - . -

called the· Swiss continuing desire to receivoehfld_reitfor pu:r-
. . 

-·• <poses of rehabilitation. - neferenct:t .w!is- made by:~hii'J to the , -. - · 

proposul of Dinglefoot that an l\_sylum ba givun to. 1001000 
. -_ . - . - ._ -

children as well as International ooverp.rnont Cor.tJittee for 

llefugees 1 request on behalf of Br1t1sl~ and United States 

Governments that attm!ipts be', DJade by the Swiss to obtain from 

Vichy permission for exit permits .for 5000 children and/or 

£or peru.ission for that" to come to Switzerland •. , This matter 

had been taken up b;y Minister Tuck! and upon his return here 

in a few days he would report the results·of his efforts. 

It was indicated by past experience that Gerrnan opposition 

has to be expected. With respect to financial aid, f;r. Pilot 

believed that there would be no need for this. There r:r.i!lht 

be a x~eed for woo•l, cotton, et cetera, for clothing except 

shoes. 
2. It 1a 
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2. It is stated h~ a :reliable tfuthtirity in welfa~e 

organizatiop far~liiar with {;<illeral f!!'OQl!JJt Of ootiiid re:fugees 

inSwitzel'land that heestimlltes that less thal\lOOrefugee 

children have rirri ved iii 8wi tzerland cfron France from Jaim­

ary 1 to data, This is· subject to confirir,&tion. 

Furtherm'tre,~ there= is some d()ubt wheth~r tHere will be· 
. . ·. : - . :._ :.· . · ... ····'/~S$&>_1"· . . .. .: •. :: ...•. •: .. :.:.:: .. : ... 

. a. J.lOBsibiU~y ·o£~1'?-lllnt e1orc tll1m J nr'i s eino!s: P8l"Cel1t!lg_e,-.of• 



r. 

TO: 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF 'l'ELEGRAl~- :RECF:IVED 

The American Consul: Zurich 

The Secretary :>f St11.te, Washington 

March~, 1944 

36 
)( 

·:-• 
CONTROl .COPY 

. With reference. to' 51mm1g~ation 'lrieas t.c)f': refute.e~::. 

·children fr<~m F:rance, the Consulate General has been pro­

vided by the Legation with a copy of Department's message 

number 891 dated March 18, 1944, The necessary steps are 

being taken by this office to have all consulates· 1n Swit­

zerland issue such visas and further developments will be 
reported, 

OCR:MPL 
3/24/44 

v/OODS 

DECLASSIFIED ""i! 

Stnto Dept. Lct-t-~r.-1·-11·7.~-

. By R. H. Fuiks Dnto'l££.~.13 1~J72 

,' 

\ 

I 
. J . 

I 



PARAbiRASE OF TELEGRAM Bl!:NT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

" TO: American Legation, Bern 

March 18, 1944 

8 a .., CONTRfllCOP~th 
Pursuant to Par~ 58.55(a) (16) of ~lie Regula:ti:Qiispf· · 1 -/> 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 891 
X 

. ., . --- . . . . ,.. . . : ... : / · .... ·: 
Noyembe:r; 191 1941 as amended .ooncer~~ng aliey_s_E!n:tr:ri~g the:~/: 

United States, th.e following ~pe~ial instrti~-tipris r~l~tiiig to 

the i~~uance of ·visas/ to refugee children' are issued-in a:n 
I 

attempt to cause the Government of Sweden to give refuge to 

additonal refugee children from France~ 

Authorization is given to Consular officers in Switzerland 

to issue during the present quota year-in the aggregateup · 

to 4000immigration visas to refugee children who shall have ar-

rived in Switzerland from France on crafter _J~nuary 1 of this 

year and before July 1 of this year. Specificinat~uctiona 

from the Department may ex:tend this latter date. The visas arE! 

to be issued without regard to religi~ nationality or state­

less status and without regard to the question of availability 
to 

of means of transportation/the United States. The children 

which this instruction covers shall be under 16 years of age 

at the time the visas are issued and of course are subject 

to the statutory immigration requirements of Section 3 of 

the Act of February 5, 1917 except that they may be considE!red 

to meet the publio charge requirements since the Attorney General 

has found that satisfactory arrangements for their suppo_rt 

have. been lil.adEf .. 
DECLASSIFIED 

Stnte Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 
. SEI) 1 'i 

By R. H. P~rks Dale~ \ 
19}2 
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have been made. 

With respect to the determination of questions under 

section 58.47 of the Regulations of November i9, 1941 as 

amended, concerning aliens entering the United States, no 

consider~tiori shall be given to the ezhtence of the r·elati~il- · 

ships desc!,ibed_in section 58,48 ,j;heireof. Du:ring.t}l"e same',:> •:_ 
... 

. -
are still ·qualified therefor .under this -instruction and who 

are still under 16 years of age at the date when such replace 

visas are issued. It is the intention of the Department, sub­

ject to the quota laws, to assign numbers from the, quota for 

next year to cover visas issued pursuant to this i_nstruction 

under the quota for this year and to rep.eat this pro.cess each . - . - . -· 

year until at least 6 months after the present hostilities 

between Germany and the United States.have ceased, Thus_ it 

is intended that children to whom visas are issued in aocoZ.danoe 

with this instruction, except children who in the interim reach 

16 years of age, will continue to hold visas until transpor­

tation is available to the United States, Furthermore, the 

foregoing assumes no pertinent adverse change in tho present 

quota laws. You should report to the Department for further 

instructions the oases of children who have passed their six­

teenth birthday in the interim desiring to obtain new visas o~ 

replace old ones. There is no need to register and fingerprint \. 

children under 14 years of age. 

The zurich Consulate General will be-the supervisory arid 

·-oo~trol · 
\ 

\ 
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\ 
control offioe for the assignment of quota numbers to offices 

in switzerlandequipped for issuing immigration visas or to 

which zurioh can furnish equipment. The following inclusive 

non-preference quota numbers are allotted to Zurich for this 

purpose: 85 to 234 Belgian; 285 to 514 Czechoslovak; 145 to 

444 French; 1031 to 3430 German; 15? to 486 Netherland; and·. " . 

1084 to 1883 Po}~~h ':quotas. . 

These• visas may oe 1ssU'ed-at the rat~~;a_f.2~%;_o~:;~adh:: 
aiiotment montlrly. ;;:t the end of each month .ZUrich sho-uld--

submit by cable consolidated quota reports, returnlgg'any 

unused numbers and giving name of child, quota number, and 

date-and place of issuance. .;, request should be made by cable 

if additional quota numbers of the coun:tries _mentioned_or of 

any other country are desired. i1.~estimate ot quota number-s 

nnded for the fiscal year 1944-1945 should 15e submitted by 

cable before .rune 1. Consular officers in ;,>witzerland should 

be informed. You should advise the appropriate Swiss autho­

rities concerning this instruction and state that this Gov­

ernment earnestly hopes that the Government of Switzerland 

will promptly tad<:e such action, direct or indirect, ao will 

facilitate and expedite the movement of children <to Switzer­

land tDom France. Furthermore, you may advise the Government 

of Switzerland that the War Refugee Board will undertake to 

arrange for any financing that may be needed to provide main-

tenance for refugees trom enemy oppression arriving in that 

country. 

It is requested that you report the reaction of '!!he · 

Swiss 
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Swiss and that developments in this matter which may be of 

interest be sent to the Department. 

HULL 



... \C;tufhgtt \!; tb6 tiix\ 6~ ~_7 Ce-.bl~ !!-f~~C"li. l ~"\roni;l~ _ u.~r~e~U~-- ~3ttt ---
•< ·• • t•• •>ini;~~''' ;~ocu>."'M' "'>.i'al'ii -~~)~ fi_t.l. jH:Iosilll.<! _•!XS""'t\ctn•'c . 

._ , .. ~,t;' ~:~~fi:_:::·-:~:!~t!~/:;.:rc;J~iic:~i!i;~t~~=!\~:~:;,~(~;::~:"(1!·~rdlr.~-· 
~n lJ'!,:;Jlt:.Q: 1'1~ ~~fer _ ~~~Je«t ___ ~i-> _.de~o:n-ita~~ to l'ol~nd..- ---Vii~- :H,-.t"r;l't~~ ?t __ 
tltn.6n unf.ldrun li:1.V1J lJ.r~~~iV-lin:-{>-~-_;ta~ot·'~Ht -~r ~rt~ ~.l{'-1% .d.f!t.~a~t!t\ !_;P.~t!11t~ -
ti'!'~~!>.r\n.ttm\. iti~1U U~l~J;"~iH'tt .b-!\'i) V-tr~.tl-df t•.:e:t.tinh1. ~~\~ _i)·ut~6 1--h:rVnt'AlNJ:!ii\\t­
_t;hrul".t;~h th~ l'ntr.r~.,:rYt~l"ru£~flt.al ::o~i1)1t.tft~. tlu-.\. tt. !.-». ~~rcp!;-rett·-\~ rttet:J1vo­
fivi2 tJi'iJue~wl u.t tht~'l·" ehil.tl-t•vn 1..t \lm Y,wtga t'l'<:tv~.,t.tft)'i~.ot 00~1_ f.'ll'"l"~ 

wi\h 11o,h,f fJ>X' ~Mir. r~l·MS" fl'lll> <'f'I'II<V. (.~1,>'/!:rM\ ;'.l.~:.:l!fl .fli'Q~'--Loi"l<lri, 
J{<...'i\.,•l'Y 14, 19%, nn& <l'nllll.l\1\ll'fllli, it 1'0•4~\ ljM~~ llGV.,V!'l', t.i>~<>f· t!v! 
.itl·~(a~c;u!le:r~Q:U~n1 ii~uamt\\t;lt: e5nn-t~.-~rdc t.h(t r.~tV,.rti-1~- -f!_i-- t£~Vluni --in 

· -,~rt.tli4=i',itnft {n\~ tHeqe chili\r«n l~-n '"'ea~_!~lat~Rtf..rj'~~t~_ -.tltt> __ i.:t~":fil~_L_.,~u~-~-~~ 
'· ~,. t 1-.n '"~l,.:·r"tooh \joy t~h~ ~i3G to 11<:07. l t. liau.ld tUx••t~-ei )jp<,l_~~i- .. \hf\t. 
U!J- :lt~t-ivn i ~ no:r~tt":£'1pl>~t.'id. f:~t&dit4r !2, rletcr-,ain .. ~tiun ~i .\.rA~--~~:i\11.~~ -~h-~th-fi_~ 

--=tO'- n.kf• ~-...~h t'..n 1 . .qlk11'0~Uh-. '•1lri lf i5ii-Oh ,.~11 r .... ·.~;.:-.f.G~-G~=i !1l~~~itl-bC~_&"}_.~ft•- !tit 
. O'.l~CO"O, "'"'It IIXjV-'-J'i~nl)"' \<li.h !>'f•i>l'Q;•.dw" C.f th•~ kill!.\ I<>>U\t! indio>',\(' 
\!>• "i'nil"-~1 U t.~ Qf 1ni-BI"!lt1m•.lar; del.•·Y" >f:,fl.,, ~tw o<>ll•"11H1f 111t11 i!<H'l in. 

- to~ 

ill Ut<~ """'llf.t'-1<>, "' nu.,oor "i \lt~~" ch\ld:tfflll •··to'' l."Tt·l.v1:1:; in 
J>IH:wr1"-r-l1 ~.Y U\ll1r o•.<ll (lf:l'f>ffi'-1 "'''l wHiww. tlla "iri. cd i'1oh; ~<J<i~-plU'~>ih. 
H h nur uuder•t.tUUl.l.D# Hwt ··Hm.T-4~~- \h~ 'h;1 M ~>r<> U!)t tt~ru1111; ~<>nit. "tl¥ 
rqiu_.;.4~ ~i.H&.ldzt.rt2:1 •h.c.t- t•iJt'to.-h tn..,~%' :m=td.t'l"J:, r.o ~:t-t:r·~r.t~;•d. ff:.ff9r~ to tu~t~: _ 
\M$" ah11<1r.-.n into ·>w1\1!0'I'l«'td \11 i>.l'&<~ l'lmst.-.ra h f•u•lllbh \ln.lon ~he 
-"wiaR 1\i•'t" 11<11111> t>.IJIIUll"li>fl<lll \hf.\ ~j''' chtldr~n '<ill bt• ~1\CtJt•tm\ r.£\ar tto4 
,.... 'l:v." ln\11nt1on of ihe o'ltu<~hetl. en~l<z h ~<> u;;.~tmll. !l<tuh ~>I> !\t1Sill'~<JitJfto 

"~ l!l:'>ot. ><lth rllfiiO'IiO' \o n"' V«tJ'tt 11n.m ti"'ll- \lcol~ijlill" "i\U.:Irm. ~n~niU.t; 
;lvUcorlnn.d tro-n .1mAM 'o"'~~*" Jtol\~1"¥ l, lll>l4. t.~n.:l tu\lr >>!lll~l\9 ·.-tt&r 
ths ~~lo 1• snnt. 

~ .. ~·'H"n '!?Y IH"M<, Ytff,,3 '"'1>-j' ~~~ hliNr•-0 t<> ui!U•I.:roll r._rriYlnt: 111 
-!Wlh>!!J'lMid fii'I>I'J hon.n01> (>!o, 107 \!J !,..,1\d\lll, J;tnt((l.l'j' fl, lif-44} b\1, lJI 
Y1ov o! :J,.,1ht>l'U\Iltl. 1 ~ ~Ofl.tll)lhl~l ;>Ott\Lr., t)l.e hn\\&l\11~ <If ~utlh vhn" 
-J.d &loU 01)1\1111\llU· \il" "'Mll1">n41l \h;>t 1>tU=!!ll'l~.ti•l fllqUlNI, '\lilYOW 

'· 
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\Aol'" i* n.leo «atw il<lll\!llihlont. tQ .-m:uw or l'npll!llilll li11<U'l >rll!.;~ ,.~: l!iAI­
eXi>ll't> W1Ul n\ '"Mi J>l.\Bh lli>'!e 1!3 f!gl'f)IJIJ. £"1Jl .. 'NUIUtl'lo<ild b 
'j!l)II!Ublv l!llili ur<>oi1c.!!l!lfl• \lf cour-.. \h,. ll1llt!Ql\llll'nt i:tot>.\~>lllll<il 1n \llo 
,.,~ .. .m~ ep;b!.<' h lf<l!IJ.iol -'$6 ~:be r.p;:l.1¢allln 1~a..1-~n·U•t» .l»wa ;:,t the 
lfnl'ed f.b\ea l>M !Ulf. ~.i\lft11dJ!Iillt.!l t)iOJ'f>\flc\1\fi• \htt 'i-aJS«ftilfn<1.ltllllef.• 
1 lli>ff' t!E> do\lll\ t)'UJ,\- '-''·" ~..,t.:u• :.lH lltr \ill.dowa\Mt l\o .. wilt L!!i~ -
'fi!JYfi.tlilv<l<~ll\1 cronttliJm'- \imt~. \<.t$ v1U ¥tt•" l!.fl\lniilt"'fNJ!! i.~a:~itl&il~~ef! . 

Th~> !-.\~~hii.t n;•bl~- ~~\ii!i.'~tiiit$· th~ · ilil.vL ®~t lHiirit<>4~·.;,t'~c;;i1.dJ'~~-; ::: • 
ulll\i<Mn":r' ·\n ~M'<ont}u ><hi\ ih!J hau"''""'" ~t. ·~;h0-t4c'fl.~ll;._- :€\ il'i 
o\U" vi.11v J,hl;, .\11is '-'O.Ill<l f.<> " lol)jj; wr \1>.,-m i!Mpnlii~in!l ih~tr 
btoWI-!1116 J<n<l t\)llilOti\'lll'ltJ.T h~d 1!6Vlllfi $htt li'NII ~i i.l. hfgtJ ti'<lJIJJU. 

ot c:JlUiil'ila. 

~n Vi<>W o.( t.i'4 iW!>LMAO<> O.i' th!J iot-~luh!lllill.~ iilllll>iUilo Mt;Ollt>UIII'ID 
-..Ul> \!'~" ihth" "~ lllll.<ll> ~M N•!>;>U!IIi ..,, ·\Jh\a•:.tlli\IM"'c~·itj 7>1dht!irlt<t~4 
vill ~Q 41&0\lt..Od (i".a. 1$:;'1 trt1111 ldlndtla. ?<~.nuaror-1:3; lM'I.h t Ill'«• \hi\\_ 

--tho ,.m;;.~.u1<l. $-<>l>ll< 'r.o •~1:ili~>Bi\\Ct\\ illll'l\.ii'-'~"'~5~. · · 
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FROM: 

TO: 

PARt.PBt;ABE OF TI::LEGR~m RF.Cl':I:VED 
- /cc-

AmeriOO.n Legation, Bern --

Secretary of State, 'i-lashington· 

February 28,_1944 

1183_ 
X 

- Giv_en _.below iQ-the subate.n!)e of;- n· mess(\ge.··noel_v_ed: 
. . -·:·-··· ~----. ; - -,··:-· ""'~·-.--. _._---~,~~--- ·_.;·- .-': 

~pr'il~(Legat1on•s- telegram Febr·uery_l6/Mo._82~h i:rCreply· _ 

to representations in Legation• s note ·to Toll tlcal Depnl't­
cAa.ted 

ment1februnry 9: 

.is His Majesty's Legation was 'informed by the 
-1 --. -_--- _-- _-

Political Department, 1f swftzerland does not relleve 

children war victims on a larger so~le, it 1S not because 

it heatitates to sacrifice part oi -H.s oesources; 

because on one hand convoys ot ch1ldren
1

no longer ' . - ~-

but 

ar-

rive in switzerland, on other hand because of limited 

effect and complications of local distribution of relief, 

switzerland could tnke tens of thousands of children 

at a timo using supplies from its own stooks. switzer­

land V/ould gladly do so. As it is known, the Swiss 

people are again impatient to receive children. Federal 

authorities having the same desire have unoeaaingly 

tried to overcome dU:fioulties whioh prevented convoys 

ot ohildren from coming to Switzerland tor more than a -

year. 

The Political Departmont is huppy_to.Jli)Je_that 

nEcLN1siFJED "
0 British· and 

Stntc Dept. Ldlr!l', 1-11-72 

By R H. Purb Dutc sf.£_) ~· \9'J? 
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British and American Gov~rrunents would De disposed to 

grant facilities for additionallnports of clothing 

and foodstuffs and thus ease part of the burden if Swit­

zerland were in 60 pos.ition to take more children tha.tl. 

its means afford • 
• _..- 1' 

· .. c· .,The P.olitioal· Department aJ.so b.ttstens t,c;>ca:dcf that:'' 

th9 · 8~,is~ delesilt!o~-v/hioh ~he& Jus:f:firri.v':a ·rtii.'-a.6&no!J1ro:~ 
negotiations ~in London will not thil to prob~ witb.:qo~:- · 

potent British authorities into different aspects of 

question dealt with in-Legation's note or Februnry 9•in 

order to take up under conditions moat favorable to suo­

cess tho high humanitarian endeavor wliioh.'""everyone wfshes 

to bring to a good end. 

(The foregoing message has also beenropeated byBrltish 

Legation which has telegraphed summary to London for their 

information,) 

HARRISON 
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_ $ecretary of StJt.te,,~: _ 

- WeBh_i'rlgt.6n~~-~-:~:-~·_:, .. -

Date<) February 21, 1944 

Rec 1 d 1:02 

Reference last sentence Department• s t-elegram 

626, January 25. 

Foreign Office ic9.s replied .to our ·letter in the 

matter as £all~ws-~ 

\ 
11 His ;·g_jesty•s Governmer·;t \velcome the_proposal 

that a rer-resen(<~tive of the Int{r-Governmental 
. -- -,.~ 

II"' c -

Commit tee should be attached to r·;ERRA arid if the 

latter is merged in UNRRA then it would appear that there 

would be scope for cooperation between the latter and 

the Ir.ter-Governmental Committee to be extended to 

that territory in accordance with the general ~:~e;ree­

ment recently reached regarding the relations between 

UNRRA and the Inter-Governmental Coinmi ttee. If .you 

agree we can jointly inform E!~erson accordingly so 

that he- can proceed with necessary Rrrangemen ts in 

Cairo." 

REF 

Please inform us when Cairo is instructed. 
- j,_-- c. 

WINANT 



2./15/44 
Copies to: 

Secretary (!.liss C!L'l.uncey) 
!Jr. Paul 
Hr. Gpston 
!!r. ?/hite 
l!r. Pehle 
1lr. Lu::f ord 
Er. DuBois 
:.T. E. !l. ~rnstein 
l!.r. St<mart 
1-T. Lesser 
l.!r. l'riedman 
L!r. Pollak 
IJ1as Hodel 
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WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 

"Swiss Government regrets to 1nf'orm us that . ... . :;·· .· ... · _· 

despite repeated interventions wfth Vichy Governmen~, 

negative reply was received regarding exit. faoHities­

for children threatened with deportation; Be:i:on makes 

formal requea t that no pdblic:i.ty whatso~ver be given 
. . 

here or in United States concerning. intervention 

itself or Vichy refusal. It is emphasized that dis­

cretion is more than ever essential if Swiss Govern­

ment are to pursue effort on our behalf 11 • 

REP 

WINANT 

REGRft.DED 
UN Ct.t.bcjrF(E,B 
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E;t..18i\SSY 

~=,~r:;;~j~~ 
C :c T rc E i/-?<e-o 

\o 
-~ 

L?;~, 

Cl/:~ 
London, March 11,1944 

:No .1993 

Subject: Pal~stine I~nigration Numbers. 

The ·Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

I 'Upon receipt of the I)epartment's airgram A-S3, 7:20 
p.m., January 19,1944 the Embassy inunediately discussed 
with the appropriat~ Br1tish officials the ina_fter.·of·im:., 
migration into Palestine ar:d expressed the hppe of the -
'uni"ted ·states Gove:rnnient' t"l:iat the British authoritie.a 
might reconsider• thetr pQ'sit'i_on antl authorize. nU!llbers tc;> 

. be aUoc!lted permi ttirrg children to enter Palestine vd.tl'ii..· 
iri ·the total allonabl~ under the White }'aper.· · - · 

The v~ . .ew expressed by the Foreign Office was that,­
although there is no intention on the part of the British 
Government to close inunigration into Palestine after 
March 31,1944, (the time limit originally expressed in 
the HJ39 White Paper for the immigration quota establish­
ed therein) it is nevertheless undesirable to freeze any 
:Substantial number of certificates for- cases :that may 
never arise. By way of confirming the views expressed 
in that discussion the Foreign Office addre'ssed to us a 
letter dated February 18, 1944. A copy is enclosed. 

It will be observed that the Foreign Office assumes 
that the aspect of the matter which gives concern-.to the 
Department is the effect upon Switzerland of British re.:. 
fusal to issue to refugee children to whom Switzerland 
may be considering giving temporary asylwa quota numbers 
assured to be valid for immigration into Palestine after 
the war. To that preswned basis of the Department's in­
quiry the Foreign Office addresses its answer, pointing 
out t'Jat, so far as it is aware, the Swiss Goverm1ent has 
made no representations either to the Intergovernmental 
Com!nlttee nor to the British Government regarding condi­
tions on which Switzerland would be willing to receive 
refugee children. It should particularly be noted that 
the Foreign Office holds open appropriate consideration 
of the matter if and when the Swiss Government approaches 
the Intergovernmental Committee for concrete as.surances. 
The position stated is that the British Government does 
not wish, on a hypothetical basis, to complicate its 
administering of the immigration quota into Palestine. 

The Embassy has taken the occasion, by way of obtain­
ing expressions of view of possible use to the Department 

-in/-
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in weighing the tenability of the British reply as ao;ove\' 
to consult representatives here of several co_ncerned or­
ganizations with regard to present practice -:U_1_ issuing~­
quota numbers for immigration into Palestine .-':There is 
general agreement among them that, for reasons of politi-'­
cal equilibrium in Palestine and the Arab area"while,thif 
war continues, the British Government is seek1rtg to _kee:P­
tC>e total of immigration into Palestine well within-the'C:: 
number previously announced, in spite of lengthening the\c 
period of' time to which it is to aJP-y. On the other hand 
there is also general agreement that dif'ficulties or 
travel and exit f'rom enemy-occupied territory are the 
actual determining limitations under present conditions 
rather than lack of' availability of numbers. 

The 1909 White Paper (Gmd. 6019, May l939, entitled 
PALESTINE, Statement of Policy; enclosed with despatch 
2679, May 18,1939) laid down certain conditions (page 10 
and 11), including Palestine's economic absorptive capacity, 
to govern the apmission of some 75,000 Jewish immigrants 
into Pales tine in the f1 ve year period froni Aprii 1,1939 _ 
t;o_i,farch 31,-1944-...Jn -t;l::ie House of Commons on Novembe:r-lGy.; __ 
1ll43 ( Parlia:nentary De_b#tes, '{Ol ~ 393,- No .120, colu.rnri ll-5-2j -
enclose ci with -despatch 12278, -NOVember 1'7 ,i~~4'3} tha: S_6:cre_..; 
tary ef' State for:_ the colonies reported that up _to -the--- -
end oL _Sepj;einbe_r 1943 the number of Jews who entered -' ---
Palestine against the total of 75,000 to be admitted~under 
the existing quota system v1as 43,922, leaving a balance of 
31,078 concerning which he made the following caref'ully-
worded state:nent: 

" .. -..• There are thus 31,078 who, it maybe fairly 
assumed, would have reached it- before 31st il!arch, 
1044, but for the exigencies of the -war, His Majest-y's 
Government have been considering t_his_ ~IS~tion, oand __ 
nave reached the conclusion that itc would be in"" 
equitable to close the doors of Palestine_to these' 
nersons on account of the time factor. No effort will 
be lacking on the part of His Majesty's Government to 
facilitate their arrival, subject to th~criterion 
of economic absorptive capacity. 

The unused balance of 31,07S as of the end of S-ept~m­
ber 1943 has been reduced at the present to approximately 
26,000 according to statements informally made to us at 
the Foreign,Office. 

Enclosure: /}1f_ 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 

/ 
4 . c/ . ... ........ """-'.LJ'"'--~ 
W. J. Gallman 

Counselor of Embassy 

1/ Copy of letter (W 1586/134/48) of 
January 18, 1944 from A.W.G.Randall 

'( or the British Foreign Office. 

GC/LZ/PB 



COPY. 

No. W 1586/134/48. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, ,. _ ' 
(Refugee Departffi:ent r;--

3, Cleveland Row, 
SLJaines•s, 

S.W.l. 

18th February, 1944 •. • 

Dear Bucknell, 

Your letter of 29th January about the Swiss __ 
application to Gerr.~any at the request oT the Inter­
governmental Conmli ttee to allow Jewtsh children to 
leave France. ~· 

Before rep-lying': i thought it besC·to expl,a_in 
our. poilition· at. greater length _to Coville, !!lld, I _ 
snould'now'like ~o·conrirm this-its fpTI_ows·~-· __ , 

Our understanding is that the· Swiss Government 
has b'een reques'ted to try to obtain exit perr:ii ts for 
Jewish children rrom France. If these are given the 
children will receive hospitality in the United 
States {5,000), in Canada and elsewhere, and there 
will be negotiations with the Spanish and Portuguese 
Govermnents to get the children in ctuest:Ut>n throue-,b. . 
those countries in order that they may proc_eed over• 
seas. The Swiss Governr.~ent wili be aske·a· to gr.ant­
te•:~porary asylum to some of the children,· but ·it 
seems r.~ore practicable, in view or the number or visas· 
offered elsewhere, that the children shouldbe 
directed through Spain and Portugal. 

So far the Swiss Gover~ent has not obt~ined any 
pror.ise of exit permits. ~hey have also made, so rar 
as I am aware, no representations to the Inter­
governmental Committee or to us regarding conditions 
on which they would "receive children in their own 
territory. The question of the children going 
eventually to Palestine is thererore entirely hypo­
thetical, and the feeling or our authorities is that 
in these circumstances it would.be undesirable to_ 
rreeze any substantial number of certificates f'or 
cases which may never arise, as this would reduce the 
stock available for the regular allocations·whic~·are 
made in agreement with the Jewish Agency. o.r course, 
if the German Government agreed to give exit permits 
and,if asylurn of.fered in countries other than 
Switzerland proved. insufficient or it' pi'oved im­
practicable to transport the childi'en to those 

Mr. Howard 
United 

1, 

Bucknell, Jr., 
States Embassy; 
Grosvenor Souare, 
i"l.l. . 

I 
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countries, and if the Swiss Government then 
agreed to take a certain number of chilTirert~ 
themselves only on the condition~that the 
children in question were received elsewhere _ 
at the end of the war, it would be open to tlie 
Swiss Government then to go to the Intergovernmantal,­
Comnittee, which would have the duty of seeing how 
far the Swiss Government's condition could·bemet. 
In this concrete case, the British Government could 
be approached in respect of Palestine or other 
territories for which it is responsible in exactly 
the sa~e way as other members of the Corunittee 
could be approached. The mere existence of the 
Intergovernmental Co~mittee and the fact that 
Swi tzerland

0 
in_ a member of it would appear to be 

a sufficient assurance to the Swiss Goverhment that. 
they will n:oJ;_ -_have~ to· shoulder the present or l).<~ture­
-burdett of· refugees ~n Swis_s territory with no.· · -
pr'ospec e of in.te'rnational ~~as-sistance,. -butr: the - '--~ --~- ,_­
a-ssurances y<_<Ur Government an·d mine ha_ve· giyen-tlie·· 
Sw;iss Governnent of sympathetic-consideration over 
any ob.stacle"s to a continuance of the -Swiss Govern-' . 
. c-1ent 1 s humanitarian action surely makes all 
ap?rehensions rather unreal. 

In the light of the above, I hope you will 
agree that our reluctance to freeze Palestine .permit's 
in a purely hypothetical case_where no-concrete 
act~on or ob.~ection has been• raised by the.-S\Yiss 
Government should, if properly understood, prove 
no hindrance to the efforts which are now being 
nade by the Intergovernmental Committee and the 
Swiss Government to persuade the German Authorities 
to allow children to depart, and I should be grateful 
if this explanation could be conveyed to>the State 
Department. We are very anxious that the balance 
of immigration permissible into Palestine should be 
used as far as possible for refugees from Nazi 
terror; our concern is- to secure that it· is used to 
the best advantage and that permit~ should not be 
frozen for people who may not be-able to use them. 

Yours sincerely, 

A.VI.G.Rand!l.ll 

P.S. Since writing the above I have heard that the Swiss 
Government have undertaken to rece:j.ve 1500childreh 
from France if they can reach the frontier, and n~ 
conditions so far as I know have been attached to 
this offer. 

• 

\ 

,.··. 
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Enclosure to Despatch #13011 

MEMORANDUM 
REFUGEE CHILDREN IN FRANCE 

'~\-
December 30,\ 1943, 

.fN)tn Londoh. -

1. The Governments o.f the United Kingdom and United States of 
America,nave referred to the Intergovernmental Committee the 
question of Jewish refugee children in France. ~e reference has 
aris.en out of representations by the Joint Distribution Committee of 
New York to the effect that an order ha~ been given b~ the Germ~ 
author! ties to register all_ such children, and 1 t is .feared that' 
this is preliminary to deportation-to Eoland. Some 3 1 000 children 
are with Christian families, and it is hoped that they may escape 
detection. 'lhe :est are in grea,t d11.nger. 'lhe Joint Distribution:. _ 

_ , ·_ ,, Oonnni ttae has alrE)ady ·made~ repr.esenta tiona to the ~-swiss ~pvernment __ -;' 
,; -wh:!-ch,J.s rep9rted_-to _p.ave ask;t;ld,c -.first," .fqr a _guararJ,te~ o_f ~lil,~e-

nance o.f any children they- may take-, and second, t:or·-an· as:surimce 
that- all he -chi:ldren will be removed after the ·war. - 'lhe. Joint 
Distribution Committee is _prepared to give a guarantee of ma,in_te';' 
nance, but cannot give any assurance about re-emigration. 

2. Previous attempts lllave been made on behl!lf o:f some o:f thes-e 
children. During the summer and autumn of 1942 measures were taken 
by the Vichy authorities against l'efugees o.f German and austrian 
origin in their territory. Many o:f the adults, bothnian and women, 
were deported to Germany, and there were hara.ssing _accounts o:f what 
was happening to the children. Ef:forts were made to persuade the -_ 
Vichy-authorities to give permits enabling the children to leave 
~ance. At the same time, approaches were made to various Gqvern­
menl;s to give asylum to them, and the statement attached (Annexure!) 
gives particulars o:f the o.f.fers then made. Ultimately the Vichy 
authorities agreed to the issue o:f 500 exit; permits, and prepara­
tions were in train b get them out of' France and transported via 
Portugal to the United States o:f America when, as a consequence of 
the ·allied invasion o:f North A:frica, the Germans marched into Vichy 
France, he exit permits were then withdrawn. Since then several 
approaches have been made to the Vichy authorities, but none 
directly by the Intergovernmental Committee. Thlese have, so .far, 
proved unsuccess:ful. 

3. Within the past :few weeks the Intergovernmental Committee has had 
in:formation wnich indicates that the Eire Government may be pre­
pared to approach the Vichy and German authorities on its own behal f, 
and to give asjum to a group o:f 500 children, among whom, it is 
hoped, will be included some o:f the Jewish re:fugee children now in 
danger. The Intergovernmental Committee is being kept iri:formed o:f 
these developments, o:f which the chances of success will probably 
be greater if the action o:f the Eire Government is Vept independent 
of the eff'orts of' the Intergovernmental Committee, the latt~r _ 
giving such advice and assistance as the Eire Government may wish. 
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4. It will be seen £ram the above account that a preliminary 
to success is an approach to the German and Vichy authorities to 
grant exit permits to the children in question. An approach to 
both is necessary since some of the children are outside Vichy 
France. 

5. H he grant of exit permits is authorized, there w~ll then 
remain the finding of- asylum .for the children. This can _be pursued­
along two lines, f~rst, getting the children out of.Ji'l'ance·into 
Portugal and thence to the countries of' asylum, and seco_nd, per::­
suading the Swiss G·ov~rnmep.t b give asyltim ~o some of the clJ.ildren. 
There seems ·to be no~rea_l3i:in why both.lines should. n'Ot be pursued ; 

-~simul truie.cnisly. · Wi tl)..~ege:ri:l. to tfie :firs·t me tho,Cl,;. preliminary· steps . 
have" been_ aken by the- Director to ascertain ·from the: Governments __ -
·of the Argentine, the Dominion of Canada and the lJlli ted S_tates of­
Ainerica:-

(a) Whether the previous offers still hold good, and 

(b) whether they will Lnclude children in the whole of 
France and not merely children in Vichy France, to 
vrhich several of them primarily related. 

_These thpee Governments have also been askQd whether they would, 
extend the offers to children to whom the Swiss Government was 
willing to give asylum if, before the end of the hostilities, it 
was posable, and necessary, to remove them from Switzerland, and 
if so, whether the appropriate age limits would have effect from 
the time of their removal f'rom France or f'rom Switzerland. Enquiry 
is also beingmade f'rom the Jewish Agency in Pallestine regarding the 
certif'icates that mi~t be available for that country and the 
conditions attaching to them. 

6. It is, theref'ore, suggested that the Executive Committee 
should give the f'ollowing authority to the Director:~ 

(a) To move the Swiss Government to approach the Vichy and German 
authorities fir the grant of' exit permits. 

(b) To negotiate with the Swiss Government f'or the grant of 
temporary asylum to some of the children. 

(c) To continue the discussions with the Governments of' the 
Argentine, the Dominion of' Canada and the Un~ted States of' America, 
and also with he Je1vish Agency for Palestine, with the object of 
arranging for the asylum of' the children. 

-_ - ~· 
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(d) 'ro carry on negotiations with the l: or tuguese Goverrunent if, 
and when, there is a definite prospect of getting 'the children 
into Portugal; also with the Spanish Govermtent in regard to 
trans:l.t facilities. 

.• 

(e) ro carrye on negotiations wl th the .Jo.int Distribution Committee 
or ether organiza tic;ms 1.n l"'ecnrd to_ the· maiD. tenanco -·and -tranBPC:,f_-.. ~t ., 
of the. chil(j_ren.· . 

< n Fail in~ o tne:/-arrangeman ts roi< the coii or rn&fnten!rnoe 'ru:ig 
transport, to s'.lbmit proposals to -the Executive Conrnittee._ : .. -·-

H. W. T£MERSOll 

birecbbr. 

,. 
\ 
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"f/H~~':lpfu~as~d hllfo:r~ -~IJ418~~~ 
·oommunieated tnanyone · 
other than a Gqvernrnent 
Agency, {Ert)--- - - .--

AMLEGATION, 

- '----->--=----- -~ 

~:PrlfJ.:e, -194!. .. 
---·_ .. ---"::_~-;--- ~-·-.-· :-'-

··--"'-·"'--' 

CfllmERRJl -- ,-~::~ .. :_-_:J::-

40X' . . . . . - . y . : . > ~ 
FOR THE JlTNIS'1'1:R JROll ':!'1m WAll REF_l1(!J!:E 110fiRD c -

-r-e1'ttgees r1111 
nE>utraln ·mey bs 
ot rei\~goos- · Thus i . 
Soviot Union. Luxm~b0Ui"1~-- ~-=cos ... ,av'"'··• 
~eohoalovalda, and The Noth(ll'l•Bn~ta 
agroed 1n pr1naiplo tli_at 
nationals- who- have. fled 
ditiona in en~·oount#ieij 

- who lv.\va t1(ld theretrom to 

probable thiit _a. number,_ot· ~~~;:::;rns~{j~.!:;~i~f6· Ph:~~; ... ~;;~;;~;~:~~;; or willing for :a variety, o: t 
how large this -il!lDlb&r .t/U.:!, . 
re:torreit to ue S:wariuot 
freely . to . adni1 ~ ''l'il.i.'\lgeos 
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year period It ia our undcratan~ing tuat- appi·onmatoly olily' 6)00 -
refugees liera received pursuant to that_ program· Aooordingl:U ;;ou are. 
raqueet611 to inquire es to the pl'esent Bt<~tus _of_ -S\llih progrrurr;.- and if. the 
same is still operative, to approach appropriate officials-of the Australian 
government w~tb the suggestion that that tact be made known to St•itzerlnnd, 
Spain and Turkey as an induc;;ment to them to ;t<ece1va additional ra1'ugeesc; 
If you are informed that the progl'am is no long<;.r in- operation.-. please ' 
approaah appropriate offfcialo 'of the Auot.-l.l.Uan _govarnuiant in· Me effort -· 
to soouro 1 to revi ful - -~ ·- · · · 

- The. War Ro1'uglf~~)3oa~,r h;s _been a:pproaohoo""in · oanri~·tiion t~~tll a;. 
pr,)gr<~m · to. ooloniza- :&,.J.'(Iti:"Mii~.ews_in''lloi'thwes,tern· Ausi~J;;la ·JrnOWl\; a-s the -­

.Kimberley Pl'ojeot Wa''aro o:ovisoo ttin£ on Mn.rilh. /31/'194.3; E ,;r,- Holl:owa"Y, 
- · Ai.uitrallan Viniat<n• tor Bodo.l services and)tealth, w.r_oto,-withrespoot to · 

this -pTaj-1!0t:- Q.UOTE- The \'lest Austraiian govel'l)ment had agroed _and ·tho 
··Federal aoverru".ent wore pi<"ing fa<rol'al:>J.<rcon,;ideration to the project when 

·to '"'" p•;t »11- proj.:>ot.s, ''thor than ''m', on orta aida UNQtTOTE __ The pro­
:'"'' ·- ~" e. 5leo, from. lette:x•1; made ava1lnb1o to t)j.o War Rei'uf(illlll<:mrd; _ 
to iv~~e had r-he support an i.~euently -~a rt year _elGO -t5:f.0 t.ha·-J\nglforui-~\l'ch-­
ll~~f,o;:; of Pir!'th, the PriJsbyt<w!an MoiJ.Qrattir Ge!J.ornl.- t1fo Met.h(ld~at Pl'oai"'. 
dent Genll'l'al. Roman Oathol1u lirchbiahop 'oi'· Mol bourne,.- und tbeo Austl·al:aslim 

- Counoil of Trade Unions. Plooao make appropriate 1nqu1d.os to determine 
><hot her ~"Y oiling i_s being done at "tho present ~imo to 'rurther w- to as!ler.:. 
taill the 1'<:as1b1Uty of ·this prnjoot, On Octo\)el' 2ll,,_l943,· the War Rel'ugoo 
Boa:cd is iru.ormed, Prima J.!in1star Cu"rt:ln wrote,oonoei:'ntng itf QUOTE 'l'he 
wholu question of immigl"'ltion into Auatraliil, ·particularly havins regard ·to 
the conditions that will oxist at the _conclusion of hostilities is one . 
that raquil•es to ·ba fully oxplo1·od from all allpects Plana IU'a a.t present 
in progress to set up a Ool!ll111ttee to study the various phases of _the gene:rel 
probl6lll and, .mtil recommendations a:ra IMide by· that body, the Government. 
is not in a pos1t1on to fol'!llUlate a definite-policy. IDTQ.UOTE, l'looso as~, 
certain and advise tho Department whether nU.oh a Coriunittoe ha·a bean conot:l.tuted: 
and, it eo,, whether it has made any study or the Kimberley Jll,'Ojoot and ita 
practicability. · 

The War Refugee Doar4 io of the vicill that the mere knolvhdge that a 
oonorete proposal such aa ·the Kitnbtldey project is_ roooi'l'ill8 IIOl'ioue study 
by an Australian governmental ,coirunittoe on 1rr.m1gration 11)8ttera-rdght be oom.e 
aid 1~ further opening neutra:t borders_ to refugees ;fi'om enemy-controlled' · 
territories ond thua in CJa·~ing-thO live!! of many. It ia with this thou.3ht. 
in mind t.horeforo that wo auggast you ~a ~he inquiry above indicated, _ . 
You may, lllDko thtl! view ot the War Rei'ugee Board known in appr<Jpl;'1ate quar.tera 
if the ocoaaion ohould !\riso and you· 4olin it advlaabb to do so_,. Consider-­
ation is being e1von to the adviao.bllity o:r d1scueaing.th(l.K1.1nbi:lrley proJect 
ond <;>ther r.etugoo problema with Prime fo!:l.nist~ _Curtin .durlllg his forthcoming 
Yiatt to the uns\oo Stetoe" Pl:ease keep, thci ~nrtrnent advised, . . 



Y~u h,ala ·. re4uested'. clarlf!bB;tfon,:of Vldi-k_ool'l~~mpiat~ by, the. War 
Refugee Boar9- ani[·· clarificatton ofi ita coiilJ~J>i.<!1i. jli tf!.'ciGp an;f U!iffi~Ao 

-~-, --
mnmA. ana lrlc ~~~;ootn inte'l:I\~i~~j.),i]}).if ,94il:)iac~W~ whhe th<lwa._. 

Rcf~tgao Eoard is an orgiui:i2;atf6n· of the'iJn~ted, f?tB;teii ~a at up to carry ciui. .. ···,. 
the polioie's . of the U!l~t'ea. States (lvvor!llrient ~- s,Tb,e. War Rei'Ug<ie Eoard hiui beai\... . .·,;, · ... 
ci;oeated tor speedy action mu\. iS: dsq,icatflit toc':i!!AABures~to sect~ra withdrawal.· . 

. ~1if~~,~~}~~~~~1i~~~~~~~';··''·,~_f41t%~· 
c.·~ . At· tM moment Sit' Herbert ~ei-~oh a:t(d .:Patrick YZ&lin ars 

in the United States:t~ iiis.cusi; relatii:)Jia~{ps<> . 

~?..:RtG1_.W:KG 

4/8/44 

cc: MiBiJ Chauncey·, {For the Sdc 'Y) , Ui'; ~braliwdn0 :Jir; A!ti,in, .MX'<.'~~rnsi;e:i.n 
Mrs, Cohn, ·JAr, ·:DJ:illois; Mr. Friedmali 1 ).tr~.Gimton,·J,!i8!3HO!tt)l.j Mills"Laughlil}. 
Mr; Leasel:i; Mr •. Lu:d'ord, ur; Mann' :JJi'a.;.Urilmon0 Mr •. J€6.1'\i:lll ltr.tdoCo~mack 
JAr; .PaJl.\, Ja:; Pa4c'le.,,M._.,·Po:J.lak, :!#.; l'l!l~\W,'l.l:r. S(U'SOYi' 1{!.';. fllb!th, . 
J.!r. Stan(J.ielii M:c• Stewart:, ,llx'~ l:leii1Btein~ ·tl:r, II. D. \'f'n~t~ 1 li'l~~IJ. ·~.· 
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