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FROM: 

~~~ 
/M~ 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAl<! REC!i:IVEI> 
.I 

American Legation, Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, tlash1ngton 

CONTROl COP~ 
----~ ,:),flo 

DATED: l~arch 25, 1944 

NUZ.U3~R: 

Given below is the substance of & message for trans~~ 
mission to Horld Je1o1ish Congress at De.partment 1 e dlacre-~ 
tion from Gerhart Rie~ner (~ee-;; cable no. 1160). . !i 11 ,~\c' 

\ \J --' 

Have transmitted so far 4,000 1 000 French 

frEn6s to Prance against the counter value of 

71,600 Ol111ll? francs • 
c I 

In order to include Belgian 

• Je•m in evacuation action and place at their dis

posal through France sums for evacuationfrom 

Belgium to France, ~rorking arrangements have been 
I 

estE>blished ~rith the National Committee for Defense 
I 

of Jews in Belgium aff1lhted to Belgian Front 

of Independence. Correspondents in Holland 

authorized to reiee local currency up to 12,000 

Swiss france tor evacuation of Dutch Jewe to France 

from where evacuation may be financed by French 

center. Similar mea.suree are being negotiated for

e•aouat1on from Northern Italy and 15,000 trance 

are being r1served ror thle purpose. several 

hundreds of persons have been hiding until now ln 

Nice 
DECLA:::=lif"JED 

State Dept. L~'ttcr, 1~11~72 
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Nice region 1'>rovided 1~1th Aryan identity papers 

nno. ration c3rde. Sim~lar mensuree have been 

~;;ken in Par1.s whence sever91 hundreds have been 

tr<•nsferred to lese dengeroue Ngiona ·and are 

R~m.itlng evacuation. L.?.st ~reeks first contingent 

of fifty persons have been sent tO Spa.1L by our 

evll.cuetlon cent<:r in 3outhern Frf"noel all arrived. 

I' t•I•ther groups votive <;p~Cnleh frontier are helping 

others· oross and when relieved ore re~Ciiy.to-eroae 

tl<emaelves. A eert1.1in number of children have been 

;-,laced l~i tll non-Je\18. Last 10eek approximately 120 
/ . 

~nild1•en pc>.ssed the Swlo;S> front1e1'. A certain 

number of persons, &~yec1nlly compromised in 

rusietance movement, h~ve been hidden and their 

arrest prevented. l'roepacts of further action are 

encou:re.g1.ng especially oince Spring trill faoll1tete 

the crossing of the_ 9-psn1sh frontier. The transfer 

ot an addit1onalt60.000 is urgentl~ req.t~eted for 
(', ... 

enlarging tu1d conUnue.t1on of rescu~'.\9.Cid.'.-11:1es. ·. ~· -- ' 

In no way should the above intol'lllaiion be disclosed, 

eepeolallJ that concerning 13'H1t!erlan6.~ which 1B 

atriotlJ confidential. 

J 
HARRISON 



MAR 3 J. 1944 

rear Rabbi f.<iller& 

The following message for you from Gerhart Riegner 
was received from Bern under date of March 25, 1944: 

·~;ave transmitted so far 4,000,000 French francs to 
Prance against the counter value of 71,600 SWiss 
francs. In order to ioclude Belgian Jews in evacuation 
action and place at their disposal through Frru1ce 
sums for evacuation from Belgium to Prance, working 
arrangements have been established with the National 
Committee for Defense of Jews in Belgium affiliated to 
Belgian Front of Indepe!)dence. Correspondents.in 
Holland auti•orized to raise local currency up to 12,000 
SWiss francs for evacuation of Dutch Jews to France 
from wnere evacuation may be financed by French center. 
Similar measures are being negotiated for evacuation 
from N orthem Italy and 15,.000 francs are being reserved 
for this purpose. several hundreds of~ereons have been 
hiding until now in Nice region provided with Aryan 
identity papers and ration cards. Si.'llilar measureo have 
been taken in Paris whence several hundreds have been 
transferred to lees dangerous regions and are awaiting 
evacuation. Last weeks first contingent of fifty per
eons have been sent to Spain by our evacuation center in 
Southern FranceJ all arrived. FUrther groups active 
Spanish frontier are helping others cross and when 
relieved are rea~ to cross themselves. A certain 
number of children have been pla"Ced with non-Jaws, Last 
week approximately 120 children passed the SWiss frontier. 
A certain number of persona, especially compromised iri 

~·· 
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resistance movement, have been hidden and their 
arrest prevented. Prospects of further action are 
encouraging especial~y since Spring will facilitate 
the crossing of the Spanish frontier. The transfer 
of an additional ~50,000 is urgently requested for 
enlarging and cor.tinuation of rescue activities. 
In no way should the above infon•ation be disclosed; 
especially thnt concerning Switzerlan~., which is
strictly confidential." 

I am sure you will appreciate the extrel'lely confidential 

nature of chis massage. 

I 
Rabbi Irving Miller, 
World Jewish Congress, 
330 West 42nd Street, 
';ew York 18, New York. 

FH:lab 3/30/44 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
ll:JCecutive Director 
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TO: 

?ABA?lllllS~ 01' T3IiliG1W! RECZIVED 

v 
American Legation, :3ern 

Seer~ tar~~ of State, ·l'lashington 

J'ebruary 26 1 1944 

'I-
ll SO 

a 1a.a 
!tefere~cc is Jir:C..e here\'d th tc :vepartment' s telegram · 

')>c i . .:.. f"L~•. 
of Ja.uu~-l'J 20, 1944, no. 197 • .,.- .. 

It is reported by Dr • .il.ie<;-ner thr .. t arrangerr.ents have 

!Je er~':~~?t_ed fo:.~~~l!~~-~~:_;_ ~-~~-: _ _y~ .. -~~~.--?:~~~-~~~::~~~~-~~~--~!f -~ 
~ one i~illion French francs \·Thich- were purchased ·fl'Om 

~2-_tl'.y _ _ll'I:~Il__~~·- J_~:'_ r."_.t:'::ge!l __ !_ ~~<>__11!1• been in. Switzerland 

since total o~nc.tion_9.%_X1:~s_e, at 1, 75 Swiss francs per 

'--~~", __ · .. 
=·\\ - ·-:~ :---~:;__.-_.:· . 

. 

i'\.._ 0~-. ·.·~~: ~ . ~ 

---=.-.. 

one hundred. Frenc:1 francs. The docwnents shown to D1•, Riegner 

attest trw.t this person was formerly t~n oNner of textile 

factories in France and it is stated by Riegner that he is 

favorably ;cnown to several Swiss who ~<ere believed to be 

reliable• by Riegner, It is stated by Riegner that he was 

reasonably sure from the documents presented that this money 

>~as either acquired in a >~ay not benefiting the enemy or 

belonged to the seller before the fall of France, 

HA.Rifrsou 

cc: Hiss Chauncey, 14essrs. ?aul, Gaston, H.D. \illite, ?ehle, Luxford, 
Dullois (2 copies), E,l4, Bernstein, Stewart, Lesser, Friedman, Hiss Hodel, 
V.r, Pollak, J.lr, Abrahamson, lUss Laughlin, 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Pru·ko Dutelli.EJ· ~ 



February 18, 1944 

1El.:OH1\l-IDJ1i ?'OR THE FliES 

Re: 
Jewish Jlefugees in France (WJC and JUG, Sponsors) .Y 

Analysis of the scanty material contained in this file indicates 
either that very little, if anything, has yet been done by >7ay of accumulating 
the information naces;oary for an appreciation of the problems involved Ol' the 
c·;ay they are or should be han<iled, or, that if Clorre-,-·the rasul4>s-of-any .. such 
efforts repose elsewhere. It is quite evident that many documents are missing. 
It is l:ikewis<o ev:iient that, to date, no efforts have been made to have oUl' 
:cercreosentative :ia either Switzerland or London collate and report the facts. 

It seeras incredible that ti'le first State Department cognizance of the 
general problem of the plight of the JeYIS, and particularly Jewish ch:ildi'en, 
.\.n 1:rance an:l the necessi t:r of aiding them there vis a vis evacuating them
else11here shoul:l have occurred in early August, 19!0.- TIOWever, t)1e fir7st_ 
ca-~le in the file bearing on this subject was one dated 2 August l9l~3·~ 
r~1is message, dated June 9, 1943, in France, and evidently intended for a 
relief society, recites that the plight of the Jevls in France is constantly 
r10rsening. The Germans were greatly increasing the severity of their 
treatment, deportations were 1'1idespread, little assistance was per>nittedi 
hospitals nere, a mockery, and, generally spealcing, the situation was 

Lltolerable .2_1 
While it would seem to serve no useful purpose further to detail the 

plight of the Jews in France, theoe two reports do :indicate certain lines of 
internal operations which are apparei1tly being follOVIed in an effort to 

ameliorate these conditions: 

(l) It appears that treatment of the Jews by the Italian Fascists is 
considerably better than that by the Haz:i.s. Thus a measure of organized -
assistance was permitted b;)' the Italians in the areas urider their- jurisdic
tion. Since the withdrawal oi' the Italians from the zones in ~"'l;ance vln:ich 
they occupied, the possibility of transporting Jews to zones of Italian -
clorn:ination has, of course, become r.wre remote, However, it would seem that, 
to the extent it exists, it should be pressed. 

y Cable !lo. 4643, 2 August l9h3, 10 a.m. fran Bern to the Department. 

'tJ Cable No. 5657 1 ll September 1943, l p.m. DECLASSIFIED 
State Depl. Letter, 1-lSEP 19 1972. 

By R. H. Parka Date--
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(2) Vario·.:ts types of medical and social aid are given by the various 
groups o;,erating ·uithin France, ~1ithin the limits permitted. 

The most pressing need of the groups was for funds for the finariCing 
of _aid and. movement within France as well as the possible evacuation of 
refugees from France. The situation with respect to chilctren was particularly 
acute in all of these regards. Sorae gQ:ildren are presently being assembled 
at Dr?-'lCY a.'ld rer;istration of all thew ir;. the Paris area appears in tl).e v-

. ~fing. These measures were regarded as prel:L-uinary to deportation and· the 
- ·o:dy_ way t!ley could be avoided was by raoveraent. Various estimates indicate 

that there are about 1300 children in irrLr:tediate danger in and about Paris; 
abo-..tt 3000 children are hidden in the provinces; an estimated 1200 in.homes 
~~~ the provinces; 1000 are with Jewish families in the provinces; ·and about 

400 in forced re3idence. 

After receipt of the cables indicating the drastic plight of those 
f.ersons in France, the Treasury J)lpartment prepared a cable outlining an 
arrange"lent whereby some relief could be accorded to the refu,;;;ee group~. 
Jcnerally speaking, and subject to safeguards with respect to the character 
oi the relief organization and the necessity for preventing-the enemy from __ 
realizin;z financial advanta~e, the following were aut.hori~ed: ·the_))9:rrowing·
:L> france, against a blocked account in the United States of up to 100,000 
dollars a month for a period of 6 months or, if all or a_ part ·of .the funds 
could. c-.ot be obtained througP, this channel, by the purchase of French francs 
fron persons in SYiitzerland.±f Although this proposed cable had been sent . 
to St;;:te on L September 19!~3, it was not transmitted until 17 September 1943, 
<md then only after Secretary ~/'orgenthau had called Secretary Hull's office 

to expc-:lite its transmission._ 

The J,D.C. representative in Bern cabled on 30 September 1943 that 
:~100,000 a month would be sufficient for children but not for general -
rurposes and that it wo

7
uld be necessary to resort to both proposed methods 

to obtain the francs,§. on about 14 october 1943 the contents of this 
message were communicated to Iiili• Moses A. Leavitt of the American Jewish 

Joint JQstribution committee.lt 

?I 

Draft cable transmi ted to State in a memorandum of 
1Ir· Orvis A. Schmidt to l/!r. Bemard Meltzer. 
See memorandum of telephone conversation of 17 September 19h3, between 
Secretary ttorgenthau and Mr. Jolm Stone of Secretary Hull's office. '!he 
cable went out as Cable No. 2288, 17 September 1943, 4 p.m. from the 

Department to Bern, Svdtzerland. 
§/ Cable Ho. 6102, 30 September 1943, 5 p.m. from Bern to the Dep,artment, 

7/ Letter of 14 October l9h3 from M·. H. R. Travers, Chief, Visa Division, 

- to L'.r. Leavitt. 
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Subsequent to this the J.D.C. advised its Bern representative that, 
.. .t.rtcl~r the Treasury Department license, he Vias authorized to ·pti.rGhase · frnncs, 
_u,ci·er the cc•r:ditions stipulated up to a total of ,;>600,000 and,~ in this 
re&ard, ~-1e Has not llid.ted to ,JlOO,OOO a ;nonth. It was iitdicafeU th&t, 
j',~U,O. t~ is credit be, e:~:haus~;u pr~or ~o. the expiration of six months ,ccthe 
!~-:·""'• ,sr1ou.ld. be so aQV_lsed._ Tln.s aavlce was repeated on 17 r;ovember 
.L;Ii'.3·t./ 

1.ieal1YI:-J.ile, the problem of evacuating the refUgees from the Italirui 
occ~t~icd zon<3 :in France, w!lich wa3 about to be taken over by the Geraa.ns, 
wa3 causir,6 con~ern on the part of the J,D.C. It cabled its Bern repre
seHtative to tl!is effect on 15 Septembe;t~ 19h3, requesting advj,ce as to thQ 
procedlJ.Te w~'lich could be worked out.lO; Ho report on v1ays and means t~as in 
the file. However, Leavitt. advised ~.'J:'. H. H. Travers of the Visa Division, 
on 7 October 191~3, that he had received a report from Dr. Joseph F. Scln'lartz, 
of the J,l.J,C., Lisbon, that 1200 of the JG1'1ish refugees, of an esH:'')3.ted 
20,000 in Sauthern Frar.~ce,, had c:nie their way from liice to Italy._! The 
::a;n1er in which t!-.ds 11as done r1as not revealed. 

The last development evide:-~ced by the files examined ~was the_transn1ission 
of a cable t:> London, on 3 January 19hh, that the>~ Treasury Department license ~ 
described above had been revoked anU nm·l licBnses issued. Both the YfJC and 
the JJC:: we>re granted similar licenDes, except that the i"ormer Ylas auth:>rized 
tO-- operate in Rwna:nia as well as France. The cqnditions on the purchase of 
1ei and French francs v;cre relaxed. It 1'ias in:licated the.t the ceilinG on WJC 
purchases was h28,000 Swiss francs, wilile that of the JDC was 2,500.,000 Swiss 
francs. The Treasary, however, appeare:l disposed to grant licenses for 
further f'mds should. the need arise. \'fnile> the amendment had the effect of 
brin<;-Lng the ~'IJC and the JlX: together as far as terms of the licenses were . 
concerned, the ::1ain object was to facilitat.e the acquisition of l''rench · 
ourrency in .Jwitzerland, it having been found that a ?substantial premium had 
to be pai:l -,:oen the Swiss francs haci to be blocked.12 

v 

Cc.ble of l November 1943 from Department from Leavitt to Bern for s. Mayer, 
Zurich; see also letter of 25 October l9h3 from Leavitt to Travers, Visa 
Division and latter's reply of 1 November 1943. 
Cable Ho. 2836, 17 November 1943, from Department from Leavitt for Ben1 for 
S. Mayer, Zurich. 

Gable Uo. 2271, 15 September 19h3, 5 p.m., from Department from Leavitt to 
Bern for Hayer. 
Letter of 7 October 1943 from Ur. Leavitt to Mr. H.R. Travers, enclosing 
a copy of a 7 October 1943 cable from Dr. Schwartz. 

Airgram Uo. 139, 31 January 194h, from Department to London. 



FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 
v 

TO; ,,t.l f.HBASSY, London 

- -,., .. 

~ 
-~.9.1. 

~--

;vi I? ~-

Ho"})e L--
DATED: January 10, 1944, 6 p.m. 

NUt>IBER: 242 
l{ 

Th~ follow1nr is for your 1nformatiohl 

'IIi th r< spect to the _license which l/RB issued to 
,/ 

the World Jewish Congress recently to transmit funds 

to Sl<~itzerland for arranging the evacuation of refugees 

1n France and Rumania, referred __ to ;;n yourJ;elegram of 

December 16, 1943 No. 8717, and with particular refer

ence to the second sentence of our telegram dated 

December 18, 1943 No. 7969, this situation' differs 

in the following respects from those relating-to the 

prevention of the enemy from obtaining foreign exchange: 

1. Rumanian Aspects of the Vlan: 

Persons in Rumania are to make available 

the funds actually to be used to finance the 

evacuation and the funds are to be in local 

currency. Olaime arainet n blocked account 

in Switzerland will be received by persons 

~~ furnishing fUnds in this way, which claims 

0 >-Q_,&-'.::. (?L0 - lire 

DJWI,ASS!FII')O 
Stnto Dopt. Lotter, 1·11·72 ·:"•o 

By R. H. Parks Dnoo..s.EJ2...i 9 1972 
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are not assignable for the duration of the war 

and are only to be honored upon certification 

by a World J ewiah Congress represeritnti VP. the.t 

funds or services have actually been provided 

in connection w1th the plan by the claimant. 

2. French Aspects of the Plan: . 

~ .,""~- The French france are to be bought either 

in France or in Switzerland underf.lubstantially .. 
identical con<Utions, except that if· the seller 

of such French francs is in Switzerland and is 

not an enemy national, his claim against the 

block-ed account may be assigned if the French 

francs have been held by such seller since before 

~'ranee 1 s fall or, if acquired sUbsequent to the 

fall of France,th~ French france have accrued to 

the seller from tnvestments or dividends in 

France or similar transactions-Ythich-ltere-not 

beneficial to the enemy. 

The representative of the World Jewish Congress, 
. r" Dr. Riegner, is further directed to insure the possi-

bility of foreign exchange being made available to 

persons in enemy occupied territory or to persons 

who have furnished neither funds nor services in 

connection with the plan, is reduced to a minimum, 

and 
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and furthermore he is required to insure to the best 

of his e.b1li ty that the suppliers of the 1\)Qe.l currency 

are persons eati.sfactory to the United 5-tates L~gation. 

Also he is reGuired to give to the Lefration periodic 

reports concerning the operations carried on pursuant 

to the license. 

We believ<" the foregoinr safeguards will effective-

ly prevent the enemy from acquiring any foreign exchange· 

ao !' result of these operations and therefore it is our 

v1e1-1 that the Germans will not be encouraged by these 

operations to further persecution for the sole purpose 

of extracting foreign exohanr:e. 

You are informed that a substantially identical 

operation on the part of the American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee has been approved by us. The 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee operation 

ls confined to France but allows. the financing of 

arrangements designed solely for the purposeo of 

relief 1n addition to arrangements looking toward the 

evacuation of persons in imminent danger of their lives. 

Similar safeguards against the enemy acqu1r~foreign 

exohanre are provided and in this oase the above 

comments ·11i th respect to the program of the World 

Jewish Congress are also applicable. We have 

received 
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received your telegram of January 7, 1944 No. 139 

and it is presumed that in the near future discussions 

regarding the su"Qject 1-rill take place. 

1-iULL 

hl2:: 1 
•• ::.; 

. f!'l~t Cl 

IJ. 
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DVM PLAIN. , 

't~Jci~·~/ 
Dated December 15, 1943 

Reo 1 d 7:44p.m. 

Secreta:r·y of State 

~lashington 

US URGENT 
18717, Fifteenth 

...... FOR I,Il4ITED DISTRIBUTION ONLY 

Reference your 7506, Novomber 27 for Winant. 

ME\1 has addreased following letter to Embassy 

dated December 15 reepeo'!;ing plan fol' eva_cunt1on o_f Jews

from France and Rumania: 0 \ie have now received the 

views of the Foreign Office on the proposal of the 

. United States Treasury to lioenee the remittance to 
,/ 

Switzerland of $25,000 as a preliminary installment to 

be· expended on the rescue of Jews from France and 

Rumania. The Foreign Office are concerned with the diffi• 

culties of disposing of any considerable number of Jewa 

should they be rescued from enemy occupied territory. 

Certain schemes with a similar obJect in which both the 

Foreign Office and the State Department are interested 

are greatly hampered by ~he difficulties of transporta

tion, particularly shipping, and of finding accommodation 

1n the countries of the Near East tor any but a very 

small nu,ber 
DECLASSIFIED, 

Stale Dept. LettCl·, s(Pa 1 ~ \S\n 
By R. H. Purks Date-
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small number of Jewish refugees. They foresee that 1t is 

likely to p:rove almont if not quite impossible to deal 

with anything like the number of 70,000 refug6BS whose 

rescue ia envisaged by the Riegner plan. For this: 

reason they <cr•e reluctant to agree to any approval being 

expressed even of the preliminary financial arrangements, 

We understand that they are telegraphing to this effect 

to ','/ashington, asking them to place these considerations 

before the State Department. 

As a result of this expression of views by the· 

Foreign Office we have telegraphed to Washington stating 

the terms on which we should have been prepared-to agree 

to the l1oense proposed, 1,e., (A) for the time. being 

the currency to be procured only by purchase from 

unobjectionable Swiss owners of Freno~ trance or Rumanian 

lei acquired ~n an unob3ectionable manner, (B) both 

Legations in Bern to b~ responsible tor checking the 

Swiss owners and the or1g1n ot the currency they,proposed 

to sell, (O) no turther transfer to be licensed until a 

report 1s received which should include information as 

to the amounts procurable on these terms and as to the 

general progress ot the eoheme. But we have added that 

the Foreign Ott1oe see grave obJoct1ons 1n general and 

are telegraphing separately about these.• 

PLEASE INFORM TREASURY. 

'lflKANT 
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NOV 2 41943 

lify dear Cordell, 

In late June the State Department/received aab}es from 
J;lern, Switzerland, relating to a proposal of the World. 
J~wish Congress to evacuate thousands of Jews from Rumania. 
'rho necessary funds would be paid -to Rumsnian official$ in 
local currency by well~to~do Rumanian merchants who would 

·be reimbursed at black ma.rltet rates either in dollars or 
Swiss francs either to be blocked or held in trust for them 
until after the war. The entire operation was to be _
directed from Switzerland by an agent of the World Jewish 
Congress who would work through underground ohannels with 
prominent members of the Jewish Congress in Rumania. Later 

. inforn1ation received indicated that the program would also 
be applicable to the evtreuation of Jews from Frenc_e. 

L, :i<J _ 
_ , ... _~ 

On July 16 y.our Department was advised the. t the Treasury 
was prepared to license subject to your avproval the neces
sary transactions on the following condi.t1ons; R blocked 
ao~unt would be established in the United States by the 
Junarice.n Jewish Congress for reimbursement of those persons 
who advanced funds in connection with the evacuation of the 
Jewish refugees from Rumania and France. No funds would be 
pe.i~ from sueh~~o~unt until tho end of the war but portions 
of it would be earmarked from time to time in the name of 
the individuals who b.e.d actually advanced funds under the 
proposal. Under the plan no foreign exchange would be made 
available to the enem;v. 

On August ? , 1943 you advised me that the Treasury
itself was entirely free to act on this matter ro1d to grant 
the necessary licenses if it should so desire. Accordingly, 
a cable was deape.tched to Bern sta.ting that the •rreasury we.s 
prepared to issue an appropriate license and setting forth 
the conditions of such license. 
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Several inquiries were received from Bern relati~to 
the details of the proposed plan. Although these inquiries 
were promptly answered the exchange of cables consumed • 
seven more weef"..a. Finally, on Sept ember 28 a cable was -
despatched to-Bern in which the Treasury authorized. the 
Uinister to issue an appropriate license to the World Je_wish 

- -""~- Grin.g:ress and its agents to undertake the transactions · 
- · necessary for the evacuation program under specified safe-

guards designed to prevent any benefit to the enemy. In 
reply a cable dated October 6 was received from !fd.nister 
Harrison at Bern requesting specific instructions from State 
before acting on the authority granted by the Treasury, and 
pointing out that, in accordance with standing instruc~ions 
concerning trading with the enemy problems, the matter had 
been discussed with the British who opposed the issuance of 
the license. Two weeks later this cable was received by 
the Treasury (October 20) and a proposed reply was sent to 
State on October 23, instructing Bern to issue the license 
in question to the World Jewish Congress and its agents, and 
pointing out that the considerations mentioned by Bern, 
including those referred to by the British, were all care~ 
fully considered in Washington before the cable of 
September 28 }JB.d been sent. Assistant Secretary of StB.te 
Long, after having discussed with Treasury the British 
interest in this cable, authorized the despatch of the 
cable on October 26 without clearance with the British. 

Despite the instructions contained in this cable to 
issli'e a lic.en.se to the World Jewish Congress, Hinister 
Harrison again c&.ille back three weeks later (novsnber 14) 
and advised that the British Commercial S~retary had 
stated that the B~itish Ministry of Economic Warfare 
objected to the p~posed licensing and was taking the 
matter up with Washington. UtniB ter Harl'ison-again 
requested specific instructions on this matter. 

...... ·.-"'' .. -·.- ..... -···.-JW' 
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I find the three and one,..h.alf months delay which has 
ensued since Treasury first indicated its approval, and 
you eoncurred,most difficult to understand. I fully 
appreciate tnat some delays are inherent in handling these 
nroblems by cable. However, it is hard to. : '- ~ "."- to 
-un~w-:b.and the delays the.t have occurred in this ease over 
i-ue rehrtively simple ma.tter of getting our Minister in 

"-~tzerla.nd to issue a license at my direction and with 
your concurrence. Since programs of this character can be 
just as effectively vitiated by delay as they can by denifil 
of the necessal"J licenses:, your as~istance is badly needed 
in order to expedite this matter. 

The Honorable, 

Sincerely, 
,/ . 

{Signed} Henry Vorgenthau. J~. 

The Secretary of State. 

"'··· 



OFFICI. J. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

S~cretary Hull: 

It is suggested that a oable to 

Ambassador Winant o.lo11e the lines of the 

attached draft would be helpful. We 

are also explaining the details of the 

requisite financial tra1111aotions to the 

British ~~asg,y here. 

n.M., Jr • 

.Attach. 

JED:JWPalll'd- ll/24/43. 

'~'.'~.·'·. . . . 

:';!"· 



CABLE •ro AMBASSADOR WIN'J.Jfl' FIWM SECRETARY MORGRNTil!lJ 

It is urgent that you take prompt action on L_. 
the following matter whioh has already been subject 
to substantial delays. Many months ago H.iegner, the 
eepresentative in Switzerland of the World Jewish . 
Congress, approached thls Goverlll!ltlnt with a proposed 

_ plan for the evacuation of Jews from Rumania and France. 
,·-The United States Treasur;y Department was consulted with 

·regard to the licensing of the financial transactions 
involved. After carefully considering the matter, our 
lAlnister in Berne-was authorized-and requested to issue 
a license to the World Jewish Congress covering the 
requisite financial transactions. 'l'he proposed arrange
ments and the license authorized by the Treasury required 
that the requisite local currency be acquired either in 
occupied or enewy areas against blocked accounts 
established in the United States o~itzerland to be 
held until the end of the war, or in the alternative 
local currency might be purchased from_persons in-· 
Switzerland provided the American Legation in Berne, 
or schle other responsible agency, cheokedthe sellers 
to insure that the local currency had not been acquired 
from cbject,iona.ble sources. In general, the proposed 
arrangements and·the Treasury license would insure that 
the transactions would not give benefit to the ·enemy. 
Harrison, in his oable No. 7141, November 14, whioh was 
repeated to you, refers to the objections of M.E.W. to 
the proposed arrangements. The British Embass1 here has 
approached the Treasur1 on the matter and the Treauury 
is explaining the transactions and safeguards to the 
British Embassy. To avoid further dela1 please take 
appropriate aotion to obtain from M.E.W. the withdrawal 
or its obJections to the issuance of the license and 
the transmittal of approptiate advice to its represent• 
ative in Bern. 



·~ - ~~-·-,--

MR. J. E. DUBOIS 
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Secretary Morgenthau 

Mr. O'Connell 

There is attached a cable, dated November 14, 
1943, from the American Legation in Bern relating 

· tQ the proposal of the World Jewish Congress and the 
.~rlc'aiJ.~. Jewish Con~ress for the relief and evacuation 

--o ·"thousands of JewJ.Sh refugees from France and RUJIIAnia. 
· · There is also attached a letter from the British Embassy 

here, addressed to Mr. Pehle, relating to this same 
matter. 

We would like to discuss thia with you as soon as 
possible, I suggest that White and Pehle, and the men 
who are most familiar with this matter in the legal 
division, Luxford and DuBois, be present at the confer
ence. 

ISt~~:n9d) .Joseph J. O'Connell. Jr 

~uBois:ecr (lht f lV22/ 43 U111-, 
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l'.fqVein03t_ '13th, ·1943. 

'l'he 2inistrJ.,. of ~~~conOLiic _ ~·iarfarc _:ilB.V~ _ rGc~i"'(e·~ _a _telSg:r-8(.1- from 
~ ~:. =·:inist.er at Berne caJlin:;; attantr~On to ·his u.s~. -col-).~ag~~'s 
Ge_le:~:ram Eo. 334 of uctob-er 6th (it i~ :_not- plea.r Tfi18ther~_:th?4~ vr~s 
aU.dresseQ to -~_iashin_zton ancl repeated t_o the: U.S_. Ernbassy:.., -Loildon, 

--or vice _-versa)-, -i~eg3oljliD-§"- th: ~r8as:XC-Y :Pepa~tment,r-s_--prop9Sal to-_ 
licence certain exchange. tre.nsacti?ns- fgr tPe. P:trr'P_Of!e qf_- :f~cilitat
ing t!:1e evayuation of:a numb-er of Jm·;i_sh_~-refugees frqm _Frc.h1ce and 
~i.Olliilania. 

The :i·.~inistry have not· heard of t~iS ·propOsal previ. ouslj~, -and 
are ;ma.ble. to j·~d;:e its 1rrerits Ul).til- they have reCeiv~d details_. 
/fould ;you let. me know whether you ·11ave -alre?dy referred ~_he.-rnatter 
to the U~ 5. Embassy in London for consu;ttatiqn vdth._:the~j,~l.n~stry 
of .:::;conomic ~iarfare under the Joint LiCencing _.t.:dvisOry·- Col_ninitte-e 
procedtu-·e? If -not, I si1o1_U.d be ;~ateful_ t~Y )l_:'l.y~ · U.etaj~ls of the 
pro~)osal 1il1ici1 I can transmit 1llyself in r~spo~se- to this -request 
for infor7aation. 

~-.:r. J. :i. Pehle, 
u.s. Treasury Department, 
l''oreign Funds Control, 
,{ash.lngt,on, D. C. 

Yours~sii1ceraly, 

/s/ Guy Tl~o/old 

G. F-.-,Thorold 

CC - ;,:essrs. Pehle, 3chmidt, ~"'ox, Luxford, DuBois, ~. E. Bernstein, 
and lc~iss Hodel. 



• 

. Mlbilllli • 
Inforril3:tion ~:iven below is for attention of De~J~:.rtffient, 

in R.ccor.-Jance v.i. th standing instruction:s: ccncerr:ing issuance 

of proposed license. ~.ZH has ·n:ow ~info.cw;;.d- _hi;tl~-t.hs.t it shared 
-.. --

:-1i3 0bjections to pro~osed licensing (~-:ee .tJie- 1-~g~ti~;{;s--=teJ_egran 
• -- - .;-- ·-- . - . t} 

of :J_S!tobei· 6, 1943, no. 6269, whiCll :;·ro.~) re:?eated t.d_--Lo_ndm~ _a~ ·no. 834) 

and; is taking the 1aat-t.er up vd.tn· ~:{aSld_fi.[<;t.a·n. ~. ue has beell.-iiistY.ucted 

by J-,iE~·; to 7rlt:;huld consent for issuance~ of li~ense in- the -mea~tiTi18. 

Consequently, if I am expected to coLJp~y wi:t.h .Tr~asury Dop2.rtnient Is 

lesires ex.?ressed in your tolegr8m under referen~e ·ip .O"f!position to 

present ;Jri tish pqs_ition or in advance ?f- tfl_ei~-- ~ubse~tuent concur-

renee, S'_)ecific instructions Yio~d be ~r_e~tly _aptrre~iq:~~d._-c-
• ~ 

~--~--·-,.~~~- '].1~· forego Lng message was repeated ~o- London for the info~~ation 

of our Zmba9sy there, 

Hfd!USON 

c/c ~~.essrs. Penl~, Fox, Schmidt, Lu::d'ord, ·puBoiS~- !;;~1;\:• Dernstc-ill 
and J,J.ss Hodel · 



TO: 

The Secretary 
Mr. D. 1'1. Bell 
Mr. Gaston 

Miss Alger 
Mr. Bartelt 
Mt: Chas. Beil 

*** 

Mr. E. M. Bernstein 
Mr. Broughton 

Mr. Fei.dler 
Mr. I. Friedman 
Mr. II. u. Fox 
Mr. Heffelfinger 
l!.r. Hoffman 
Mr·. Elmer Irey 
Mr. w. B. Johnson 
Mrs. Kern 
Mr. Klaus 
Mr. Kuhn 
Law Library 
Mr. Manning 
Mr. O'Connell 
Mr. Pehle 
Mrs. Ross 
Mr. Schmidt 
Mr. Schwarz 
Mr. Shea 
Mr. Stewart 
Mr. Tietjens 
Mr. Wenchel 
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!r1r, Arnold 
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Mr. Casso<!ay 
Mr. Cook 
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Mr .. ; DuBois 
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Miss Hodel 
Mr-. JohnstOn 
t!Jr, Kehl 1 

Miss Klein 
Mr. Kutash-
Mr. Law lEn~ 
Mr. Lesser 
Mr. J_,inville 
Mr. Locker 
Miss Mayer 
Mr. Minsi<Off 
Mr. Moore 
Mr. Moskovitz 
Mr. J. l!,tJl"phy 
Mr. Parker 
Mr. Proctor 
Mr. Rains 
Mr. 1'/.H. Reeves 
Mrs. Rogan· 
Mr. R. Schwartz 
Mr. Seay-
Mr. Sommerfield 
Mr. Stasse 
Mr. Warriet 

FROM: MR. LUXFORD - Room 174 
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The Secretary 

Mr. PaJl 

Mr. Luxford mentioned to me your request for a memorandum 
.regarding some of the background on the proposal for the evacuation 

~ of ~Jewish refugees from Rumania. 

. In the latter part of Jun(!; the State Department forwarded 
to us certain cables received fromBern, Switzerland relating to 
this matter. In substance, the World Jewish Congress in Switzerland 
is attempting to work out a way to evacuate up to 70,000 Jev1s from 
Rumania at a cost of approximately $170,000. These funds would be 
paid to the Rumanian officials inlocal currency by well_-:to-do . 
Rumanian Jewish merchants who would be reimbursed at black market
ra tea either in dollars or Swiss francs to be "bloolCed aiJ.d. held in 
trust for them until after the war. The entire operation would be 
directed from Switzerland by an: agent of the World Jewish Congress, 
who, in turn, would work through underground channels with 
prominent members of the Jewish Congress in Rumania. 

- - - I _- - - ./ 
Shortly thereafter Dr. Ma.hun • Goldni.ann and James Wise- of 

the .American Jewish Congress called to.discuss this matter in a 
preliminary way with us; On July 15 a conference/was held with 
Messrs. Reams, Meltzer andKuppiy.ger of the State Department con
cerning this proposal. Mr. Reams, Foreign Service Officer, · · 
presently assigned to the European Division, and also assigned as 
State Department's refugee expert, threw oold water o_n the 
proposal on the grounds that it be impossible 

---wol.'-k- out-as-a-pl'actical-matter-sa t:~si: aoto:rr--~·rJ!.Ug4~~m.tu~1e!L.t!lL~_._---_:___::__~_. __ _:_~_.___ 
Rumanian authorities and that the on of any persons 
evacuated could only be arranged with consent whiohwould 
not be forthcoming. HeJfurthe:r pointed out the fact that under 
the provisions of the Bl>itish White Paper, only about 30,000 Jews 
can be admitted to Palestine andhe said he did not know of any 
other areas to which the remainingcJews could be evacuated since 
the Turkish Governmenthasrefusedentry to Jewis~ refugees and 
so far as the North Africa area is oonoerned, the military _ 
authorities have, for milita:ry_reasohs, been unwilling to permit 
their entry into Africa. As a matter of fact, it was indicated 
that the United States Chiefs of Staff haddecided that refugees 
could not be admitted even in Dakar fo.r military reasons, but 



that it was believed that the President was about to overrule thiS-- -
decision. · · · - -

,,_- ~:::~--- c. - . - . . . . -· . 

Mr. Meltzer, on the otlier hand, ·stressed the point of .view 
that this pro_posal _was not based on a government to government . . 
arrangement wJ.th fl,umania but rather on underground methods and that 
it was difficult 'to say at this point that suoh methods might not 
be sucoessful in at least getting some Jews out of Rumania• Re8.DlS 

~ ·· . "stated_ that within a very few days they expected to get a· complete 
¥ ¥:'·~~- · "·report from the American Ambassador in TUrkey which might throw 

· · some light on the problem and it was agreed that as .soon as this 
report was received. we would discuss the matter again. 

This matter was again discussed here in the Treasury with 
Mr. Vihi te and myself and it was agreed that we would license the 
transaction on the basis of the facts before us ru1d on July 16 we 
advised Meltzer of State, informally, that the Treasury was prepared 
to approve tli.e transaction. Shortly thereafter Meltzer of State 
sent a draftf of a proposed cable to our Mission in Bern over cto us 
for approval'. We approved this cable in substance, mak~g a f'evi _ .. 
suggestions ~~~ to language. The proposarsubniltted to Bern in the 
cable was in effect the following; 

A blocked account woula be established in the United States 
by the Am.er!cM Jewish Congress for reimb~s.ement of those persons 
who advancea funds in connection with the evacuation of the Jewish 
refugees from RUlll8ilia·and from Franoe. · No funds would be paid from 
such accoun~ until th~ end of the war but portiona of it would be 
earmarked f:rom time to time in the name of the individuals who had 
actually a4vanced funds under the :vroposal. · Under the plan no 
foreign exohange would be made avaJ.lableto the enemy. 

On July 23 we reoeived a latter frC?in Dr~' Steplren:·-s~wiae-
of the Ame~ican Jewish Congress with which he enclosed a letter . 
whioh he ~ad sent to the President urging approval of the proposal. 
On July 3~ we advised the American Jewish Congress that we were 
prepared ~o take the necessary action to implement the proposal. 
Shortly thereafter the President transmitted to us the letter which 
he had re.~eived from Dr, Wise for a suggested reply. It was our 
feeling ~hat the President speaking as the head of thi1 Government 
should b~ able to give Wise an authoritative statement on this matter. 
With thi}J in mind we gotln touch with Meltzer of the State Department 
to obta~ State's approval for t ellitig V/ise that both State and 
Treasury were aympa.t.hetio to the proposal and that Treasury was 
prepared to license it !J.nd that the details were being worked out 
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between Bern and Washington at this time. We told Meltzer that we 
were anxious to get an immediate reply. Ueltzer was sympathetic 
but ~ointed out that the matter was (me which was meeting with 
cons1derable opposition within the State Department and that 
Dr. Feis was carrying the ball on the llll!.tter• After_ sever_e.l _ 
unsuccessful effo~s to obtain a definite statament from·Mr. Meltzer 
we called Dr. Feis. Dr. Feis said he was going to raise the 
question with Secretary Hull and would call us back the neltt day. 
Next day Dr. Feis advised us that the matter was still on Secretary 
Hull's desk and made it clear that he had done his best to get the 
proposal approved. 

We told Dr. Feis that unless we could get an immediate 
reply from State we would have to so advise the President. He 
suggested that the best way to get the result we wanted would be for 
you to call Secretary Hull about the matter. You decided to send 
Hull a letter instead. Before receiving Hull's reply, Meltzer 
called DuBois and told him that he had been instructed by the State 
Department to say that State De~artm.ent had no comments to make on 
the proposal but that St~te wou d raise no objection to the. treasury 
Department issuing a license in respect to the transaction. Meltzer 
made it clear that he felt that the State Department's method of 
handling the matter made no sense and further indicated his bitter 
resentment of the way the llll!.tter was being handled. He told DuBois 
that he would like to discuss the matter in detail with him after he, 
Meltzer, "was in the .AJr~JV"• 

It ia perfectly apparent to us from our dealings with the 
State Department on this issue that there is a very bittey fight 
going on in the State Department regarding the whole refugee question. 
While it is difficult to pierce the veil of secrecy surrounding the 
issue in State, there is reason to believe that the F'oreign Service 
Officer group are the onea resisting pro20sals for assistance to the 
refugees. In this oo~ection, Drew Peareon had an article in his 
column in the Washington Post on August 9 disAussing the fight going 
on in the State Department regarding the .rewrsh refuge,e problem. In 
such column he indloated that Major General Pat Hurley had agreed 
with IbK Saud, the powerful Al'ab leader that the Jew11 should be 
driven from all Arab lands, including Palestine. The N>tiole goes 
on to state that upon Hurley's return to thia country the state 
Department prepared a new policy for the approval of·the White House 

- l. 
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and the British Government and that this polic1 would bar any further 
discussion of Palestine and the Jews until after the war, He said 
tha't1 the parties pushing this_ in the State Department were Wallace 
Murl'ay • Hull~ poll tical adviser on the Near East, Adolf Berls" and 
Harold Hoskins, who formerly worked for Berle, although he is now 

_ in the Army. Peal'son indicated that London_ had turned a.own- .th.e 
~J!!.Opos_t~a policy but that following pressure from Washington they 

· liM yielded; that meanwhile news of the maneuver had leake~ out 
· and

1
some of the President•s advisers including Judge Rosenman.and 

Baruch emphatically opposed closing the door to any discussi?n or
the question at this time and that Wise cn:me to see the Presl.dent 
regarding the matter, The article goes on to say that Wise . 
persuaded Roosevelt to postpone decision for a while. Meanwhile, 
the State Department has been tv.ying to ~et Seoretar1 Stimson to 
go along with Hull but that Stimson has l.ndicated that he favors 
a frank discussion of the problem and so far has not %ielded. A 
copy of Pearson's article is attached. 

From the opposition with Which the instant proposal has 
been met by some factions within the State Department i$ is possible 
to tie Pearson's article into the State Department attitude on_ the 
Rumanian refugee proposal. 

Of course the line adopted by the Foreign Service Officers· 
in North Africa is certainly consistent with the theory that they 
are the ones opposing assistance to the Jswish refugees. _ In this 
connection you ~ be interested in the attached memorandum · 
prepared by 1w. DuBois While he was in North Africa, after having 
discussed with Consul General Wiley the question of releasing 
Jewish refugees from the concentration camp• in North Afriqa. On 
January 18, 1943, Wiley stated his strong opposition to the immediate 
removal of the Jews from the oempa. You can get the full flavor 
of that conference only by reading DuBois' m~orandum. 

There is also attached a copy of the cable eent by State 
to Bern which you requested Luxford to obtain for you, 
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(Dictated ovr.r the telephone by Mr. }ieltzer 8/ll/1.131 6:15p.m.) 

No. 1889, August 6, 19~3, 5 p.m. 

Heferenoe: Your telegram 2461. 8/20/1+_3; Department 1 s tel egra.m 12ll9, 
May 25: your telegram 3657. Jun6 14. 

Treasury is prepared to issue a license required for the 
_ follo111ing arrangements. These e.rrangementa are in oonmmt1on 
_with proposals made by representtt-tives of the_ Alll!rican Jewish _ 
- re~s for evacuation and relief of Jewish refugees in-France-

Hurnania: 

(a) There would be established in a bank in th& United States 
(not Switzerland) a blocked account by deposit of funds by private 
groups in the United Stateo for reimbursement of persons in _ 
occupied and other areas who would furnish local currency or 
services necessary in telation to the evacuation of Jewhh refugees 
(a) from u'rance to Spain or North Africa eJtd (b) from Humania. 
ThtJn would be allooe.ted in favor of the peraons furnishing such 
currency or services certified by a.n agen_t of the World Jewish 
Congress acceptable to this Government the funds in auoh,cblooked 
account. It would be stipulated by Treasury: 

( 1) Unt 11 the end of tbe war and ln no evont without 
the approval of said agent of the World Jewi~h Congress no funds 
would be paid from such account tor any purpol'.le. 

(2) It would be only in connection with the evacuation 
expenaee that this a.rrangement would be available. 'l'ha establish
ment of auoh e.coount or the employment of funds under euch 
arrangement for relief in oontradietlnction to ova.cuation would 
not be permitted by Treasury. 

(3) A prohibition of assignments ot intoreat or 
expectancies in such account would be imposed. 

(b) Treasury requents your oplni~n and that of Dr. Riegner 
ae to whether euoh e. progrlll\1 would permit t bEl acquisition of the 
required france and lei. According to Treasury the following 
should be borne in mindl 
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(1) During the war ther@ must not be made available 
any foreign exchange in enemy or enemy-oooup1ad territory. 

~2) There must be reduced to an absolute minimum the 
,1oaBibi 11 ty of funds ultimately reaching !'lereons whQ have neither 
furnished local currency or setvices. You shOuld. a_lso indicate 
tile ru1ount of funda which it la believed by Dr. Hiegner would be 
necestary for initial opera,tions whicll should b0 depodtcd to the 
United, State a account referred to in paragraph (a.). -
-~~- c 

. - · {.c) If thie program ln your opinion and that of Dr. Hiegner 
will not perrr.it a.oquiaition of th~ requited local currency it is . 
n~quef.lhd by 'l'reasury that you wl>li\1 t your eug~eationa a!" to · 
alternative means whtch would make sunh ~cquisition poaaible and 
which would not conflict with the conditions 11atrni above. 
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. L:-·'d'E:*~-~~ ~J:_,ttl ;;'~ fP.t 

; c1ni:9r:t(ld with C:>tt:ml "~GM!'~>l Yi!.1o;r t<h~a:r with r'o/>p<set 
;; the t..;liO\{'f'ail f1·:~~ thu '";nH,~~l''J r-~;;lii.'~int t~> tll~ ruWlH~,~llOGI of 
:z:,._~{)"~},tKXl fr~UJ.eu by th~ ~J.D.c. tot~ th~ tnitl~.l ~~1en~~a -o.r -~lw 
r~l Mi:.~H.l of laO\X) ;ofliur;a~r; • 

ie n-cn~~et1 tbr~t lt was not. tJ~uo thAt t-he. l~ttftAt;¢tJ~ :w:o'-jld i}tj 
ralea&<iltt cncm i;hl'J l'<Hl~l.pr. o.r th'fl ''~ntt1~1 13>\::pomz~Jr." of thu1r 
rv.laMeJ tf:mt a ,faint Goa~i.Jd<m hfi1l b~HJli ~uct.blhhed t.o rlattl 

~: ,',it:.~the whfll~ pr-nbll!li:;l. 1'1f the l'~l;:;n'.Jll! of ~;t'if><!Ml'~>p l.nil1ud.inv; 
--o~.; Jtri'(u;h rorwflHt~ t•e>ffll'l"0U to, "r\1~(\" :ptl.n1ah r•$f1l;;a~~m 1 ;;;.:,J.luh 

. · ~~f~i·~:~.:,i~:i1;t~~:a~~~;J.;~:~flc~f,G~~"~:ft!:4 ~;:~~I~~~n:;~i! ;;~;;,{~;;i:t 
~· ;~tt:i.d .. ,.:er.u.:~l~nl, \"Jll® r-e-In-e~~~~t~Lti"lH.i r,f Gt~n4~ r~~.,pu;rch:'Oloclct/.1 va;rf1,tr"u 
'~'Y'n%UJ1?..;11",\.vo t,rul :;'l'• ~~tl:'Gdll! {hmu~d byH.ock0f;l)1hr• }h:;cal(;atLH> to 
:·@~ ~~t"~ss }; ~~4t. ~;-v~ tzl~~~·~ 1 t~r~:Jblt~'l. wn.a ~ v~tr·y_ til~~~l~cult Oll0 tt.~ 
;:w.u ~0 {,1} et:..I-i21 Ul~':/ ~;t\:Q-,.tMtS th}f.t,. ~J~ z;m-tri1r~l tl\~l !~t•·l~~·!U.t·r.M li\1-~~.td 
1nl' l~•1 :-r.li<~'''ed nft,t.!' it l'J~.<li dtH.lldoo wlw.t uhm;h'i' b~ •l'Jntl ,.lth 
:.,r:: u·:npe ;J;'!Olvu<l (MJ ;·,l'cHJpl'\)J UM1t rlt1ll3 Wl<lld hiWO 1;<) b6 1"-'>ih.$ 
f·:Jl' ~akir>e oal"G o! !;hi) ~·i>f'UJ;;Iil~a dteor "\uy h~d !tacn t-ale&nt>d 
va.f;u·e t,;;;ollr r•el~lli.!\UJ thii.t Elh~ :;,"ulan .;'(~f,m·red t\) .\.n "~1';}1;1\!Ul:'Y 
es.blehY1'"' r. lnneltman (Jwi'Itnh) tK'fM.lhte t~J? th~l ot-. ~r·fll.zaiton.r<~fe_rl•nd 
toJ thfi t ,:;,>:alan h;1d ¥Ai.Gtmdor;; b,..,d thn ~<'I'illlf~ir~ll>ntlii ¢:m.t~plid~~d; 
i.,y,t h<a dld r;..':>t bel\.ovo tlmt G>J~..l.;;n N!l.ll ruliif' tl;ii$t<Nl'th3i that 
· ohrml'l~t, ;;w<1p,.r,n h<;ad of thil .J.n.c., h~d ho10n nqu<;ut{ld to ~at 
.t~ .~•1;:\.:m• .and.~:~; ~:'P.~(:te~ s~o~t that l t !.>lnlld be hottilli' t•' •1en.1 
''~"·'· . C . .!IWJ tz l'<i'•"h<J1 lihl<l.n ktt.\ "t'J.,li:Ul• 

,,:.au .z &skr,d ,;J.l.Q;r h.ow lr.n.~t: f-10 th<PJght it w.mld bk:o b~fi)l'fJ 
th.:t r•lfU{;«ell W.>ltld \(.(1) l'0l<r>:!.;;ctt h$ t>epU.:t~ tht<'IJG Ul' z\n'tt' t~~t•nth&J 
l.hl>t ~< c:ml!lLhm>blu 0tudy \lf til$ p1•oblorM l.n'.l'!.ilV~\lwnlA lttWiil to 
L.ta r~~-.!e. 

l oxprea:>ed t~ u ... ~. ,,\14\J' :,\Y fta.Hur<s to ur.'lllw.:'<~\;~rri'1 wi-q lt wna 
t!i.<. ·.n,~ M L.,ag \:.0 ~w l v o f.l ;:.Nl-ile~<1 ·nb.i ch U B<l.,·a~d 1.10 hJpi'll'tnnt to 
t:~\•hc a.u l'c.pldly r.ll p:.>:H>it.lo; thllt ho kawtJ ln•Qb( •. l,;ly bat;',.e:r t.hml 1 
~~1.-~ i J'{l~ •. t ~!<i'l!Jttnt of ~~.t~itto~ara 'f.Jh.toh htul lt61ie:ll 1-~;~valw.tl n:t !HJt• ?)·Jui tl~}n 
in thl..\1 '"at.tfiil'J that th~u tY];HZ r>f ;';t'i.t.iolum t~nBi:\1 to hurt thQ Htll' 
effl>rtJ r.nd that tt Vl<iuld IJ!Ji),;:U i;.;, l:J6 tl~t.tt it. ~I'CJU).(\ zm,y iHllt:~ly fNlll 



-_& __ ~~-

~.~).lf;? ~tu.t&f.t th,r,t L.;ir~ro :·~nJ] bt:Cii.l 3(J t1\HCh tiJ~~ .. t;iclum ·:jJ t,:ttJ'lf.-:i~ 
, :•>r}e tfth t "1 th(~y~ ( Lo r:.n~1 i>thertt) w~re bt1t"~:n\n.c '1 ~it.l .. :.3 ~~·~1.nnt$tl~ . 
11:;o;.4t, l t t;.:Jl t"Lf·.t t! th*l (?lll~? L:t~1.d~ wo.H nhet~~r~J'" Ol" !t,Jt t.hoii· 
-ct;t.,.&oichce t~IV:i alf;ll'.r e.b ut t.\1"' u.nd ti.\t.f1-1l,tr la~ttax'r,~'. i ~Ap:t'6~HHJd 
~;10 'tj}.m:l tf.n1t Y;ha t,t)st !'hi.HJlr1 ueyt l.Hi' {.1-,~t•fi e:r!'U'·~i~H1f~C L1 l~intOf!; 
i.(;oh ~\.n t;~\~. but. i"rh~.tt v~h~ i.lf.it.Jt~ .in thG in~,~_rr;;r~~~ of tho -~uu:; <.~f1."Qrt. 

J. ~ .• nUB(,iB, ~rr. 
t;. ·y~-.(lr.;.,e-m•y l1~p:;rtr.1m\t. 









FFC-76 
(11-42) 

FOR: 

SEE: 

CROSS· REFERENCE ON .................. ; ...... . 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specify) 

D 
D 
D 
CJ 

For letter cf /,/23/44 fro"' ;vorld Je¥1ish Congress requesting 
thj_s licenses -

;;QRLD .J~:~T:3~i ~·-.,~ 1GRSSS - LICENSES 
NY 626JJ9 



HtOMt 

TOI 

-r.T£D: 

Secretcory of $t!lte, ;.rae'•ington 

American Legation, Bern/ 

June ~. 1944 

CONTROl COPY 
•-.llllb•J•tn•n•u•~t -- · 

1?05 
If 

~. 1" ~"'7 frBn·c~ to " 11' ''" "' v Paymentt of "• '~" Q .,e ... gmllnn .. )y ruegner, 

aufw•eted 1.n th!f Legr<tion 1 e telegram of l~ay 11:, 1944 Ho. 2991 
J and r;ayment111 to Worm!! ~m:l Levy, upon their a.'rl.va.1 i.n Swit~erland, 

of the St1iee. frunc eq"ivnlent of the &mounts purohsaed fr·.>m them· 

are authorlvnd by the Treneury Department. The authori~at,.on 

givtm c.bove iP. oubJect to both R1egner and you billng sr:t1ef1ed 

t~H•t tttoue individuele !ll"O bonafide refugees me. intentl. to ~' 
(YI 

remain in ~w1 t?et'land for other neutr!l.l terri tory or terr1tor,y . :':6 
wl".lc!·; tne Allies control an<'. other thsn 1n Sw1 t~.erland no 

!'UCh paymen~ should be mnde, 

DCR:I:-JBtHL 6/7/44 

STETTINIUS 
(Acting) 

·~~} ~-

·c~:jo. 
:~~ .~ ':~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept: Lettc<, i-~EP 19 1972 

By R. H. Parks Date-



Zic!errmce L•JIJilt.ion 1 ~ 2'}91 dutud ~:ey 11, 191.4•- 'fl'lliisUry

f;e.p!lrti·imnt auth6ri%1ls Ri<lgner i.o .,ey- 2>r•illf) 1'1·m•cs 16,66'1 to 

t:.nd~e ·:_;.ai~B"·~~rl.~t ,tn- -·?rdt:.:;~r~&_rtd_- tintL t.J:;_ ·;.;l.>l,"ii1o_- and_ ~~;vi,· upOn 

their ltl'l'iVl~L in :..'f:-lto;erJ.r,;J<l, the :>m.ss i'rine equivnlcrit oi'-

·- n.iaOt_tnt.s _ pu~chili>Ud -_tr1)Ia~ t.-htta, ·pi'O~dC¢ th~i ~.Lug~tiori ~_and· Ti~eftnet"_ 

-a.ro _ tl~ti~oi'ivd tJ:t;;.t ·_SUch f;~rsons ~all;$- bolli<i ~·~.de- re~tftrr~cS &;}d i.iltO:id

to 1•<>r..ain in :iwi.tzerlm'ld or otlMr !leutrll:t'torr:l.tcry ot'_ ter:r:ttb!t.t 

under allied oontrol 

RBParkelji'h ~23-44 

-\ 



In replypba5e 
r~::fcr- tfJ: ?:~202 

'110 -; CJP..ef,--~;._-:'1.'. -:t. -i)lvi?ion1 
Japertneht- ot'- State, 

f'.tteution; 

__ Mi'Hl;encc is nwde to tGJ.egrw:i-HC>. 2991 or r:ny n, 
1941., from the tilllcrican Leg~.tio!1,- Hera, :.>nitz,;rla;1d, to th¢ 
c-eCrOt:5l'"j Of <itcte7 fu WhiCh ill[jUl.l',1 iS lntlrlO 0!1 \Ehnlf. or 
!-:r, R:higner, rc<;resontati vc in_ :;f.'litzcrJ.and of the <!orld · 
Je;lish ;,;,:mgvess, _whether peyslGnt for r,·rcr.ch franc" noquil·sd 
by_ him froki cex·tPJ.n indi.viducls it! Fr!lnce under prov.i.sions 
ol' licon6e No. ii-211!> rnixy _be 1tiade to _such pei•sons in 'lldl:u; 
frnncs upon thoir· nrri vvl in ·S\>itr.orl?Jld, 

lt >lill be E.",prscb.tcd -l.f the attc•r:hed cable, in· 
rei>ly- ta the inquiry r<lldtJ ln the teleCt'tm u.ndar \'<;fercnce_, 
nr>:r be dea[Jntchmi - ronptJ.:r to the IJ~erican Legation; Bern, 
i:iwitzerland, throilgh the fncilitieH t:tv:,.J.bbl" tO the lle;)art.
ment of ;.>tate, 

PlenElO infOl'\'.1 li.r. n. ;;, ?al•ke, the fo'oroign 1-'unds 
Control l..ie.ir;on Oi'£ice1• with the .. ;et• l!efugoc iJonrd 11!\en such 
cable io despat_ohed. 

HBParketji'h 5-2~ 

-\ 

·'"'" 
-

·_. _-·,··· ._--'_ 
~~- ""-< _ _;=""'. ·, 

·--- ;; .-: 



. ~'-

·e 

~ .. ~-~~ 
PARJ;PHRASEO OF TELEGRAM REOEIV1!> 

~~ 

FROM: .t..nterica:n Legation,: Bern 

TO:. Seoretary of State, ~Washington 

DATE: May 11 1 1944· 

Imtffiiffi:- - 2991-
-·-r .. , 

Reference is made herewith to LE!ga tion' s !iiay 2 

telegram No. 2794. 

Six additional financial transactions are reported 
. . 

_by Riegner. 
\• 

Three lltillion French franc~> were purchased 
-· -- _co _ _c_ ,. • - - • 

for Swiss francs 49 1 500 from Stiteini.an in transaction 

fJve. Agents in France negotiated tranflliCtions_si:z: to 

nine ·inclusive with Jews in France a:s follows: Andzoe 

Sei].iglll8,nn.JFrerrch- francs one-milifon for Swiss francs 

16,667; Rene Worms' same total.; George, s;rm"and Levy 
. : . - ·. . ./ 

French francs 1;600,000 for awiss 26,667i .~lice Worms 

French_frnncs 500,000 for Swiss' francs 8,333. Bicket 

· supplied French francs three million for Swiss. 54,000_ 

in transaction ten. In accordance with licens_e Y 2115, 
• 

clause A2, Riegner states proceeding to esta biisl1·in 
- -__ - - . ______ - -

Union Bank of Switzerland, Swiss- fran~s bloclced accounts 

~or benefioi·aries tranosactions s1~ thi-~ugh nin~. 

socOL"ding ·to Hiegner, Seiligmaun has now escaped to 

Switzerland and f'orllier inquires whether instead of 

being held iii ·blocked account,._ SWis_s francs can be paid 
e. ,-

to SW1ligmann. It is also expeo1;_ed that- Worms and 

Lev;r 

I 
I 



Levy will arrive in Switzerland and he requests per-· 

mission to pay them SWiss francs when they ar~i~~~n 

that country. 

1 ., 

;JCRtEBH 
5/l'b/44 

HAHHISON 

il 1'1 

" 
L ~ . • -.t L'U ,·,'". 

t·oCl:iAED 

-· 



MAY 10 1944 

Dear Dr. Wiset 

'I'ha following confidential message for 7ou from Dr. Riegner 
has been received through the .'merican Legation in Bernt 

"I BUbmit herewith report of further activities. 

*'~- 1'!14ving countervalue of 1.34,8.34 Swiss francs, have trans
mitted during last month a further 8,100,000 Swiss france 
for evacuation, Including groupe from Holland and Belgium, 
during the last months an average of sixty per month 
crossed the frontier. furing the first half of April 
46 fa.mg Jews evacuated to Spain, while during the second 
half, an additional fifty are to cross and have probab~ 
reacheci the frontier already. furing the coming weeks 
this number will be increased as it is the most favorable 
time since spring. We are constantly receiving news from 
persons who arrived in Spain safely. In assisting Jewish 
children to cross the Spanish frontier, ths Je\Yish resistance 
is equally active. Recently the first group of 25 children 
were brought to Spain. Jewish resistance is largely responsible 
for their rescue. Hidden persona, especially those 1n particu
lar political danger, are also being assisted by Jewish re
sistance. Havins denounced and sold Jews to Germ~r, several 
special groups of four to five young Jews are charged with 
punishment and elimination of traitors. Including reports 
of American Jewish Congress, the resistance has published 
an illegal newspaper containing inetruotionll to French Jews 
and news of Jewish life throughout the world. Arrest of the 
printer has temporarily euspended publication, 

"Raquest transfer of maximum funds possible in view of very 
satisfactory reports. In the western cruntriea the coming 
weeks mq be the last chance for rescuing Jews. 

·.~._, ... 



- 2 -

11'l'his reoort contains confidential information and should 
in no w~y be disolo•ed." 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway, 
;1ew Yor'.< .23, New York. 

FR:lab 5/9/44 

Very truly yours, 

f"lj_l!:nAcl) J, W, Peble 

J, w. Pehlo 
Executive Director 

-\ 

~,_- .. .., _____ -
,~---- -~~· 



TOI 

·- ~ 

1~ 11, 19M 

1640 

1\f>\. ~Gl';,rie'd to hel"ewitl·, 

~·~~ 

-~~ 

/ 

.,-; --:._ 

i_i\/ p ,d.·:.·.1, 1fJ ...... i:l· 1.·.•... I"· 
l '\J ~ 

~; ~: ~~ ru 
.rn ,·;, ~.ection (.il) vf license l!o, \f-2115 1 in sued to thn tlorld 'Jewieh Oongl"efiBt 

~>-~ ~ lJiiilii:Dtt!jjcn amertded b;r 1'rea.:>ttr;r, 'l'M follo"1ne; ia the onbstnnce of iiection (n) 
~-~ w 

e:_s i_~-afJ~ed :~ 

lwlividual lioenoes autborl.ziT.i\ the une of BJ;tecif1c quantities 

purm.IB.n t to this licen11e will be iooueil by the Treasury, and the total 

SUii!G represented b;; cla.imo e~ii'.Gt any blOOkBd RCCOUnt ~Ul'BUI'.nt to thi!J 

lioouse, plus th0 SUllla raid out or othWJrVlso obl1gatet1 pUrsuant horetcl; 

&hall Tillt 8XC98d the total amount in dOllariJ(Or the f0l'01Gn C~renoy· 

eqllivalent thereof) which the 'l!reaaurr eo apeaitically euthorhos. 

~license to the World Jev1ah OoJl€ll'e&a to remit; to Dr• lttegnel" the 

3v1sa iTancvcquivalent of $1~.000 has nov been issued by Treasury, tn 

add1t1on to remlttanoee which 1TeaBury baa previouely licensed tor use 

pvsuant to license No. \/-2116. »r. alesnu"'ts \o be ~dvillad of the 

fol"egoing, 

These operation• have been ~ approved ly tbo Treaeury, War 

llllLL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

SEP 1 !1 1972 
By R. H. Parks Onto____.. 



ll. 

1~ey 8, 1944 

, .. ubject; \..nblto t.o :.Jorn rel~Wve to am.endu.<B~·it to licens0 ~fo. ·,:;_2ll5 
isff'tt .. 'Ci t..o t.!o12. ·.orld Jev1ish Cotl{~r~:ss, .'iew York City. 

The subject lioonso1 i.t w.l.L. be re<wlled, <;1\s r~•••mdod by 
letter (No, 59319} on ;:ay 51 1941,, to ;'rovi.ds tl'>-at. "the totr-1 &-r.-mnt 

•. -·of funds r-dct out or~ ~t u:> in blocked ecoonnts or othN•,;ioe obllr-;e.t~i 
under the tBIU\6 of t.f:ia licenne 3Lcl.l not ro;cecd t.f!-X-.5 a::Dunt. of doll&ra 
\Ol' the, forelr;n curren<~y G.,uivalGnt thcrwf) authorilll<:d by gpeeific 
ITonsulj"" 1iconnc t.o be used under t.IU.s liC\HlSC., and to provide for its 
ex ·iro.tiun o~ :}ctoher 31, l:."d-t4. 

1~ •. -.ic:;eli~~:,, of the .. '.f. 1. Division of the ~partment of State, 
to whom ,-, draft .·,f the ilUhject c''blG tn :.h'' .. ;r:erican Lugation in !!ern TlaJJ 
rlirect<!d, c!i.lled H4s office \;rcts ;;;orfling «rt(l au.,,::e•;ted t-hat the reference 
to the ex;·.iration '.:ate of tho 1rubj•,ct lice.'1se be o'rlttod so that the I.elie.
tion would bti rulleved or the rea;oonsibility of det•n:rdining whether the 
llceruJc hnd been renewed or not1 ;,ointing out tb.:ct it r;oulti be eil\lpl<.ll' to 
Hlerelr <ldVi&u it that the llecaac had e:-:.pircd in tha event tt were not 
renewed. 

lf.r, '·•'Flaherty, :.:iss Hodel, ""d l ·;•c~t·c (<t;reecl t.l·"~t it would be 
aiJ3pler to u.lvi.>e the Legation that the licenao had ex;-,ired by ita t.enns 
and not been renme-d, if that were the caoe, than t(• <ldVille it of oach 
renOVIP..l of such llaense. 'l'his procedure 1»"0t1ld also plane tMs lio;mso; 
so tnr aa the I.egntion in llern is concerned, on Lhe s;olle buo:La as all 
the ·~ther J.iceuaea ::.usuc:d in connection with ovncuation operationG in 
eni!lll,] territory. 

:Lr, fdeR«lmn.U l'li:IS advi,.ed, t.herufor<> 1 t,lmt the re!el'<mce to . 
the expiraU.on ct.ote of licen&G 11o, \-2115 might be onutted from tho text 
of the cable trcmrnlli.ttcd to him under covel' of Oltl' ld ter dr,tell ;oey 51 

19M. (llo, 5·7J;,o), JJ;r, ;-,iegolr.mn stated trd; te would confirm in writ1.ng 
th .. t this chnnae in the cable lwt\ baen ;l'~tde. 

ooa :<iss llodol1 Mr, o•l"lahel'ty 

RBPe.rkesjfh 5-3-44 

-I 
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MEMORANDUM 

For attac~Bent to: 

FFC Letter No: 

Date: 

Project No.: 

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 
y 

Subject: Relief and en.cuation operations in enemy or BI18!D1""0Ccupied 
territory. 

There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter clatedAprU 281 1944 

froEJ the World J811iah Congress dealing 1dth reliittance 
of equivalent of $100,000 to representat.ive in SWitzerland for encuat1on 
to places of safety of persons in enemy or ellSII\Y-ocoupied territory whose 
lives are in iDIDinent danger, 

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasury 

• licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution 

of the project contemplated in the letter described above, 

Remarks: 

Action: 

Basic license No, V/- ::.' l5::ts:,q.ue-d: 
Remittance License No, :i;ssUEid' 
Other::. . .LJ. -::· r~ ..... .,"' '· ~c~ ~-ay 

~~- "'"''"": _, l.- ·' 

::,.y 

Date: MA; J 

~--,-~';,• :.!:Ho!!!! __ _____________ _ 
For the rlar rtefn~_ee Doarc~ 

'-_. .' Liaison ofr cer 
Foreign Funcl.s Control 

. I 

I ----r 

I 



/ 

25 
In reply please 
I'ofer to: 593.19 

Sirs: 

The rlar Refugee BotJ.'Nl has trcmsmittod to this Department. 
a oory of your letter dated April 281 1944, in which you request 
it to recom;;end the issuance of a license pol"ii'.ittihg you to ror.-.it 
the :lwiss frenc equivalent of )100~000 to your representative in 
G-eneva, Switzerland, Dr. R.t.eener, to oo usod by him in connection 
with the activities eontemplatod in lieenae lb. 1'1-2115, 68 amended 
February 41 1944. 

Pursuant to the recomnendat.ion made to thb Department 
by the <~ar Refugee Board, section 2 and section 6 or license rt~. 
i'i-2115 are hereby amended to rend, respectively, >J.S followsa 

section 2 "The total w.ount or .t'unde paid out or 
aet up in blocked accounts or otherwise obligated under 
the terms of this license shall not exceed the amount 
of dollars (o1· the foreign curroncy equivalent t~ 
of) lllltborized by speoii'ic Treasury licensee to be 
used under this license." 

Jectiori ()."This license shall expire on Octobor 31, 
l944J it is subject to the r,rovlsions ot Executive 
Order No. 8389 of April 101 1940, as aiuended, and 
the regulations issued thereunder, and rn..~y ),e re
voked, modi1'184~, or declared void at any .time at 
the discretion of the Seoretlll'j' of the Treamuoy acting 
directly or through the ageooy through which the li
cense was issued, or by n.ny other ngeooy desiglllltcd 
by tho Socrotar.r of the Treasur.y.n 

You are into:rmed that in the event the activities ccntem.
plated in liccnso No. li-2115 are to be continued a.t'tar the date on 
wldoh such license expires, this Depa1•tment will be ,,lencod to corl-



'!~~:'';'~::~~:;,~ 
.r~ ~ .... 

. - ~·v 

- a -

ilide:r ranewiog too lietJnlle tor o. further Jnl'iod of six months, 

The Americoo L<~gation at &rn, Sld.tzerland, is beins 
natit'iad of tlw torego:lne Mlendment. and requested to ini'om Dr. 
rtiegoor. ~'he l'cdert!l lii'..Servtl llnn!r of New fork has been autool"is!Ml 
t." iaeuq to you a llcense to ·Ji'fect the trans.t'ev of the Swiaa fr!UIC 
q·-<lvnlfmt of' U<Jo,ooo to your repraGelltnt:l.vc in &71tt:el!"lnnd tbrougb 

the facilities avAilable to tllie Oovexw;oot. 

r>orld J&VIiah Congreos, 
J30 ·•est 42nd i.itnet, 
!lew Yor'.;: lS, tiew Yol'k, 

RBParkeaj.t'h .5-~ 

Orvis A. ;Jolwdclt 
Acting D.l.reotor 

. I 



i;<-. 

In reply plcs.:;G 
rofer t.o: 59320 

'i.'o 

2S 

ctduf, ... T. l. Division 
Depll.l'tment of .-;tda 

1 t nill be a;'- •l'<•Cii'-ted if the attcched cabl-e, 
1"'1h.tive to an additional emendment to license tlo. 
-;-2115 is:m"d to ttw World Jcmiah Congress, llen York, 
:1cm York, ran;; be despatched in-enG<:Li.~.tely to the Amarlcan 
Legation, Bern, SWit~arland, through the facilities 
r.vaHuble to the Department of State. 

Please ruiv:l.sc Mr. U. B· Parke, the Foreign 
Funds Control Liaison Off:l.ce1• \vith the l'inr Refugee 
lioard when such cable ia despatched! 

Attuolment. 

RBParkeajfh 5-2-44 



P1ea5o advise I;r~ Gerlmrt Ri<.lgner, representative L'l Srrl.tzerlnnd 

of the .iorld .Jewish Congreos, New Yorl' City, tlw.t the 'f:rcasucy Depurt-

!Olent luw ;mtended :Jection 2 of license 1io. ·,i-?.115, ao ~.mended r'obru&ry 1,, 

"The total amouitt of funds paid out, or set up in blocked 

account:. or othcr>rlse obligated ux1der tl1e ter;·.;s of this 

license shall not exceed the amount of dQllRrs {or the foreig:l 

curr<:nc;; equiv;,lent thereof) authorized by specific Treasury 

licenses to bo used under this license." 

This l.icenue i<> further amended to pl'Ovide for its eJq)iration on 

October 31, 1?44. The Traaaury Departillent has inf<mnod the licensee, 

however, tlli>t it is ;·r~pared to consiclar tho rommal of this license at_ 

its expiration in the <>.Vent the e.c\.ivl.ties licensed therein hnve not 

been completed. This mlendment is in connection with a Treasury .license 

issued to the ;,orld Jev1ish Congreee to remit to Dr. Riegnar the :,'Wise 

franc e<!uivalent of ~100,000 in addition to the l'emittances previous]¥ 

licensed. It lma the a;>proval of the Dspartment, the War Refugee lloard 

and the TreaBUry. 

RBPar~eljfh 5-2-44 



ln reply -,l<:<Ase 
refer to: 5932l 

t-

t'or your inf'orf~t1.on ~<ad the_ com
p~otion of your files, there ie ('!]Closed her<mith 
e copy of a.lotter adr!rc.!Jsod under oven date, to 
t.ho .orltl Jewish Coneresa, ),3.. ··est 42nd street, 
Ne" Yor~'• ,!en York, llrntttv.lil'l(i l.i.cense Ho. >l-2ll51 
&B c-L1Gilded l'ebruai"J 41 1944~ 

:<r. •ionnan P. Davia, 
t!l3lll!ger, 

Sincerely yours, 

Orvie; A • 5clinidt 
Actin;; £rrrector 

J?oreign Funds Control Deparl.r;;ent, 
Fcderol N~"crvo Hank o£ !kw York, 
Men York, !4!11'1 York • 

. RBParkoajfh 5-2-44 
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ill3Po.rke: j!h 5-2-44 
tini.t. J.O:i. 



IJATEJJ; 

American Leg~t1on, Born 

Secretary of 3tnta, ;{ash1ngton 

May 2, 1944 

2794 
X 

Reference my 2591, dated twenty-second of April. 

It 1o re•mef!tctd by ?.togner that there be forwarded 

to the ;orld 1Je•41Bh- Gongress the follow1.ng lll!HlB!Ige: 

I aubm1 t herew1 th report of further e.ot1-

v1 t1 e & , 4h1 oh 1s 1 n aec:uenoe to my March 23 

report, tranem1 tted by tlte Leg11t1on 1 o no. 1851, 

of Haroh 25, 

Hav1n~ oountervalue of 134,934 Sw1ee frano~, 

hnve transmitted during last month a further 

9,100,000 3v1ea franoe for evnouat1on. In• 

cluil1ng p:roups from Holland.'"and Belg1Ulll,..r 

during thA last months en avoT'&gE! of a1xty per 

month croaGed the frontior. During tho 1'1r11t halt 

of April 46 young Jews evo.ounted to npa1n, 1{h1le 

. 6(::0~-: 

~~~~~~-

'lur' nr: thr aetJond holt, on add1 t1onPl tU't:r nru to oroes· 

nn<l hRVI! probRbly ronohod thn frontier alread:r. During 

th~ oom1ng \te~l!.n th1B nUlllber •.1111 bl? 1norMoed ao 1t 1a 

the moat favorable t1me n1noe epr1ng. Wo are 

constantly rooe1v1ng news from perBone who arrived 

1n 
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1n 'lpnin Bafoly. In asa1st1ng Jewish oh11drcn to 

croae tho Spanish front1or, the Je•.1.l.!!h re~tetnnco 

1~ ll0U'llly aoti•1e. "~cently tho firet group of 25 

ch1ldr~Jn ·were· brour;ht to :;pain. Jew1nh rod stanoe 

1 ~ ln rgely Peso on gible for th1>i I" rasoun. Hiilden 

?.Drgons, ee<peo1ally those in partinulnr pol1 tionl 

1anger, nre oleo being ns~i~tnd by Jaw1ah resistance • 
.. _:J 

HPvin~ donounoPd nnd nold Jews to Germnny, scve!"al 

·-· ~~. -~~:fHlir.l vrcups of four to f1. ve young .. raws are ohargfld 

~~th punishment an<i el1m1nRtion of trn1torl!. lncluc'1np; 

l"'P.;;orta or ,;w;.rloan ;rewieh :::on(!'l"l!lls, the ros1stnnoe 

h"s published nn 1llagal uowepapar contnining 

tnatruot1ons to ;·rl!nch Jewe nnd ncwF.I or Jrnl1.!!h life 

tl~rout<:hout thr, '-'Orld, A!'Pest of' the printl!r hne 

tl'mpornrlly nusnendetl publiontlon. 

hPc:uP.rt4 trunsf"r of maximum fundo poa~1blo in 

vir!'< of vnry rwt1afu.otory reports. In tha 

wc~tern eountr1P.a the <JOming WflekB mny be the laet 

'lht•no"' for ronou1ng Je11n. 

~hls report oontalna oonf1dent1nl 1nformnt1on 

~nd should 1n no way be dinolor~ed, 

'Ib"' nnme Reifrne!' ap;:earo a11 the 111gner or the 

foregoing meosage. 

HAitH I SON 



DEPA~ENT OF STATE 

Division of World Trade Intelligence 
c 0 p y 

June 1, 1944 

WPJl - Mr. Parke 

Your reference 72202, ~y 25. (rll__ ())-;; ;;J'")' 
advised that the teleg~wn enclosed in the ~-· Please be 

~ above reference has been prepared for dispatch to Bern. You 

will receive a paraphrase in due course through the normal 

channels. 

(Signed W.I.R.O 

William I. Riegelnoan 

WT:WIR:AMN. 
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CONTROL COP~ 

riei'z-;;r(;nce is !'.8 de here-:.ri th to ~l~t cabl9 of l:arch 25, 

DECLASSIFIED 
Slnte I~c~Jt. Lcttm·, 1-11-72 

. . SEP U 1972 
By R. H. Pm·~w Dnt.o_ 
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YURM TFEL-~ l::lpecial) 
TREASURY DEP.ARl'Mmf 
Foreign Funds Control 

'-1.· -t·.-L.t'-•,"{. f- ~--~~ _,__._~._ ..... 

Licensl ,, ·2115 as amended H I 

Date I f £13 'l ·- 1\Wt 

LICENSE 
(GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF EXECUTIVE 

ORDER NO, 8389, OF APRIL 101 1-'1401 AS A'~ENDED, 
AND THE REGULATIONS ISSUED THEREUNDER) 

To World Jewi@b Gonsreas 
(Name of licensee) 

- 330 Rest 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 
. ,(Address of licensee} 
·~- .,-. 

- ·~irs1 

1. In order to arrange for the evacuation to placeD of safety or relative safeio' 

ae anall ·oa selected by your representative of persons in enemy or enemy-occupied 

territory ~hose lives are in imminent danger and, pendinG possible evacuation, to 

sustain and safeguard the lives of ouch persona, your repreper~ative in Switzerland 

(includin~ such agenta aa he may "?POint) ia hereby licensed notwithstanding the 

;>rovlaiona of General Ruling No. ll to communicate with persons in enemy· or eneli\Y

ocoupied territory in any w..nner he deems neceasary or·expedient and to take all 

other appropriate action, including the acquiaition of necessary funds, ~oods or 

services from persons in enemy or eneli\Y-occupied territory against payment in 

accordance with the terms of this license. The neoesaer,y Jl.mds to finance such 

operations may be obtained b,y a~ of the folloWin£ methods• 

(a) The first method is the purchase of currency or exchange of the 
country in which the operations are to be effected from persons in 
Switzerland who your repreeentative, after consulting With the 
United States Legation in Bern when feasible, is rea11ollably certain 
have held such currency or exchange since prior to the freezing of 
such country b,y the United States, or have since acquired such ourrancy 

or exchange in :such manner as has not benefitud thu enemy, The eellera 

of such currency or exchange may be ruimbursed therefor in Swiss francs 
at the prevailing unofficial rates of exchange in Switzerland, 

(b) The aecond method is the acquisition of local curren,cies or exchange frcm 

persone in enemy ol' enemy-occupied territories for which reilllburaement 

will not be made until after the war. In order to insure reimbursement 
after the war to tbe persons supplying such currencies or e_xchange, blocked 

accounts may be established on your books in the United States, or in a 

bank in the United States or a bank in Switzerland. No ~mentamay be 

made from any such blocked account without the epecifio approval of the 

Treasury Department and no assignments may be made of any interest in 

such blocked account witbout such approval, 

(c) The third method should not be used if it is feasible to obtain the looal 

funds b,y either of the first two uthods. The third aethod 1B the acquisi

tion of the nooesD&ry local funds, goods or services from persona in eneav 

or enemw-occupied territory against payment in free exchange or free 
currency notes, Your representative should take reasonable steps to avoid 

such foreign exchange or free currency notes being paid to persons who 
will m&lte it anil&ble to the enelf,Y, 
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2. The total amount of dollars or Swias francs paid out or set up in blocked 

a.ccounts or othel'flise obligated under the terms of this licenue shall n;;t exceed 

428,000 Swill:o francs, or the dollar equivalent thereof, during the six months' period 

beginning January 1, 1944. 

J, Your representative shoulu keep the American Legation in Switzerland fully 

informed ·Rith respect to the financial transactions effected under this license. In 

so far as feasible your representative shoulu make certain that the persons from whom 

the locaL.currencies or exchange are purchased are acceptable to the Legation, Your 

·"'ll~~entat,ive shoulu satisfy himself that payments to auch persons will not benefit 

.tnll·enemy, 

4. Periodic reports with regard to any operations engaged in under tlds license 

ehould be filed with the Treasury Department by your representative through the United 

ctatee Legation in Bern. 

5, This license is granted upon the statements and representations filed with 

the Treasury Department, and i_s euoject to the condition, atDOng others, that you will 

comply in all respects with Executive Order No. g339 of April 10, 1940, as amended, 

and the regulations issued thereunder and·the terms of this license, 

6, This license is not transferable, is subject to the provisions of Executive 

er No. 8389, of April 10, 1940, as amended, and the regulations issued thereunder 

and may be revoked, modified, or declared void at any time at the discretion of the 

Secretary of the Treasury acting directly or through the agency throw:h which the 

license was issued, or any other agency designated by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(Signed) J. W. Pahle 

J. \'1, Pehle 
Assistant to the Seoretary 

' ' 

\ 

. \ 



WORLD JE\>IISH C-ONGRESS. - LICENSES 

THE Mil MTHBS~fOlDQf 
MUST NOT BE Boifi .· ..... 
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Dear Rabbi Miller: 

The following confidential meaaage for you from Gerhart 
il.iegner' wns received from Bern through the /1Jllerican1 Legation under 
date of March 30, 191,1,: 

··"To an8lf8r your message of March 2 conceming reeoue action 
for Bulgarian' Jews the following io sent, 

''ii otably in the following ru.1all tOYmn the Bulgarian' Jews 
are concentrated accordint; to information obtained mainly 
by Nieaim Conforti who is now in Geneva: Lam, Vidin1 
Rousse, Vratza, PolvdJv, Razgrade, Kuattmdl, Pleva, Ha,kovo, 
Jarnbti and Doupnitza. These Jews are living in private 
buildings-and have tha_r~ght to leave only two hours each 
day. l!lmost all or them are very miserable, Jewish public 
kitchens organized by themselves feed about seventy percent. 
With trustworthy persons in all localities Conforti is in 
contact. For local help and eapecial~y for evacuation to 
Turkey, all financial assistance is 5reatly needed, By 
methode one and two of license Y-2ll5 we still hava possi
bilities for transfer. We ;,re also enq»iring possibilities 
Red Cross despatches Bulgaria awaiting results. 

"Evacuation' to Turkey which should be promoted by all means 
possible is a most urgent matter, It is requested that you 
intervene urgently and firmly with the 'EUrkish Government 
for unconditional issuance of entcy visas for Bulgarian Jews 
and admit on Turkish frontiers even all those who illegally 
present themselves. Absolutely inefficient are the present 
rules "hich admit the entry of small groups of fifty only 
when the preceding fifty have departed from Turkey for 
Palestine, The keystone of any real evacuation progrrun is 
the intervention of the "l:ar Refugee Board and the United 
States Government with the authorities of Turkey to change 
their attitude. 
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"Angelo Koujd !ldjiske is in Turkey with the United States 
Mission at present, according to our infom<.tion. His 
support should be sought for your efforts regarding the 
entry to Turkey of Bulgarian Jews and for the granting of 
facilities to leave Rulgaria, please intervene wi.th !lalabanoff 
in Ankara. Kindly send by cable your intentions for assis
tance and the results of your demarches. If the Bulgarian 
Jews are to be spared the fate of the Hungarian Jews 
ilnmediate action is necessary. 

"Concerning the large relief scheme baing discussed by the 
Intergovernmental Gomr.ittee for re~agees in London, please 
be advised tho.t TntercroRs in all probability is unable to 
buy food, supplies, etc., because of' political developments 
in the Balkans. For despatch to Tntercroas at Geneva which 
could distribute from here, I suggest you put fifty to a 
cmnared thousand ,\merican prepared food parcels at the dis-

, posal of the ;•;ar i!efugee Board. In shipment to t:Urope 
Intercross can probably be helpful. !~so rnost urgent is 
this action. 

"Intercross dispatches including medicaments, food, linm1 
and clothiilg t.o Cracow are again officially authorized 
according to official news from the Jewish Relief Genter 
at Grncor. and tl:e Gera,an P.ed Gross dated !larch 12. This 
information should be sent to the iiar Refugee lloard. 
;~umber 11500. 11 

1 am sure you will appreciate the extremely confidential 
nature of this message. 

Rabbi Irving ~~ller; 
iVorld'Jenish Congress, 
JJO West 42nd street, 
New York 181 New York. 

Ve~f truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
~;xecuti ve Director 



m sa 
There followe 1n eubstnnco a messsge trmn Rtegner tor 

the '<cr1<3 J ew1eh Gongl"l'tsll ~ ref~re to Lm(;"l\Uon' s cable dated 

iiot;;':>ly ln thfl f\:d 1vw1r.;'; a<aa.!l t•;~>!fl~ tho ihll?,P..r1Bn Jewa 

1\!"1:1 c·r,,:,,ntro>l.t:·.: ,,.;.;;or•'!<~,, t.? tnfo:•:Jl!lt10I\ obtllitulli. rr.a1nly b7. 

'IO·' Doupn.tt:r.a. TlHHie Je"'ll are l.l.v1ng 1n private bulld1ngs 11no 

WlV•' trlE; r1;;>ht ~<' l.f)RVIi! onl,Y tWG hOUJ';! enoh dey, fdi1l0St ttll 

Qf th;;.r. "re V<H'Y m1 ;~ul"!!bl-... J ew1 «h j.l\lt•U c kltohenn or-gnn! r.e4 

by ~h~""'o~c .. ~a f~£.!111 i!lbv~t u·vcnty pcrcflnt. · W1tb trullltworth;r 

pillraon& in &1.1 lotwli' ie!il Ctmt'ort1 is 1n contn.et. li'or loa11l 

- t\4}lp •In•.: •ll:.,;<,d.e.ll;r ror evacu~J:t1on tc 'l'urkllly, '!11 rtnano1e.l ••· 

detl!.nO£<!_ ill i!i'l'~atly n~~<led. By R- thcd 111 one l\M tr.re1 of UoeMtP 

Y:·?.lli!l'-.i~(-tJt111 hnve par-.~1b11it1<!1!1 tor tr;lnefe'J". ~~e -lll"t> nlao 

~nqu11'1ns po~lllb.\ l1!.1an Red Oroeu deepntoh~>ll Bulg~rln r.lfn1ting 

fi:ViiolliHit1on to Turlley wh1oJ·, slwu1 <l bt.- prQmoted by 1111 mB!Inl. 

pOIHJ11i.'Jl" 11 "' moat ut-gflnt matter, It. is requ•:11tud l>h.q1; 1011 

P~TI .:\SSIFIED 
Et11t...: Dr·;_'t. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R H. ~arks Dat~_ S [ p J. 9 1972 
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1ntc.r-vane urgontly and flrmly with the 'l'url.ti~h ()ov.,rnment !'ol' 

•mcond1 t L'nal l~>lUI'Mlll! ot' ent:r>y vi Sttll t<H' Bulg!!II'llin Jevt and 

eJ.<J.it on 'furkish front1 ... rs nven l!ll1 t>,F:>M.l !l'hu 1ll!,!g!!ll;y pr"'-

~~Ch: i·~A"J.. 
4/1/44 

-\ 
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n a 

f~tr: c·f t;;•· "I.UJ, ar·l.~'(l Jftlt'tl 1m;,eJii!tl!l '~et.L··n li!! llE-C!'I•JoHtl"y, 

,;,_,no-!'rn1r. 10: \~n} ·;.,J•gu rellef noh~ii;t! bt•lno; ii!!<OUM!Sd by the 

"dvhe<l l;not Intt~rorof!s la all ~wobsb111ty h unabl~ to b\ly 

faod, ~u pli•1, ~ta., beo~u•a of polltleRl 4ovelopmente ln.t~e 

~r,;ll!.ane. ior d~tepll.toh t•; Int&roroAI! nt Gttnevt~ ~ot.loh could 

":il'ltr\ but~ fl'<·:~ h~re, I !IUifi)!lf<t you put fifty to n hlllldr.td 

WRr ilefug.,e r1o1n•d, In shipmont, to 1-:uropo Interoro!l!s oan p:rob

ablf be n*lpful, Aloo ~o•t urBent lt1 thi« a~ti~n. 

Int~troM~~~ dispatoh!!s 1nol ud1na mo•'liOill!lllnta, to.od, l11lt1r. 

li.M ol otl'll n., to tJri\QOw a:ra ll«l!.ln offt.oi& lly auth'l1'1Zil''' nooord1nt 

tio off :I oinl ne•f8 
DF.CLASSIFIIlD 

Stntr..: Dept. l.Jetter, 1·11·72 

lly R H. Parks Dat<(i[U9 1972 
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MEMORANDUM 

For attachment to: 

FFC Letter No: ·--

Date: MAR 3!1944 
Project No.: 

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 

~Subject: ~cuation of refugees • 

. There is transmitted hereVIith a copy o:f a letter elated !larch Zl, 1944 

froH the World Jewish Congress deaiin,. with remittance 
to Dr. Riegner in Geneva the sum of 830,000 on basis of License W-21151 

as amended; for the ewcuation to places of sa:fet.y of persons 'llhose lives 
are _in ilmninent. danger.-

The War Refugee Board reco,mmends that appropriate Treasury 

licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution 

of the project contemplated in the letter described above. 

Speci2.l f: cil:tti :;s rc Swiss fr~ncs 

__ ___,_,_F_,_.-·_,H~Ode,· ,1,__ ____ -----__ _ 
For the War Refuc;ee Doarc1 

Action: 

Basic license No. VI- issued 
Remittance License No, ~e;d l!Y 618129 issued 
Other:Letter No. 59312 dated 4-3-44 X 

nate: APR ' 1944' ~ ;, 
I , 

_____ J 

. I 



1 

ln reply please 
refer tot 59312 

Sirst 

'i'he · ,-,nl' ficiugetl Board ball tr;;.nS;1li tted t<J this Depart
ment " copy of your letter dated t.larch 27, 1944, in which you 
requuat the Hoard's t<t;sisL<:llCO in se<mring licvnsee to re.!ldt to 
Dr• Riogncr in Geneva, ,;,-dt2ierl.:md, the sum of ~::;o,ooo for di~ 

,.- bursement in oocol'rlance with the previsions of license No;, li-?J.l5 
as amended on February 4, 191.4, and tho sllfil of $81 010 rccoived 
from thl;! It&lian Col!n.unity in il:l.o de Janeiro for Nlief to It!llian 
refugees in .:lwitroerland. 

Fursur.nt to tho reoomMn!IAt.ioa !ll.lldo to thia l.lc;n.rtment 
by the Wa:r ilefugec llonrd, the I•'eder!!l P.oeerve Bank of flew York baa 
bcliln authorized tn iSil'.le to you lloOllaea perndtting you to effect 
tlie remittancen described above tllr.>ugh the facilities or the Fed-
eral Mserve Dank of !leu York, -

iiit.h respect to the license permitting you to transfer 
fU.!lds to ilr. l"!iegner for disbursement in acco1~lnnce with the !11'0-
v.l.sions of license No. r-2llll, etted abova, you l'lill note that 

-such license provides for the r~attanoe of ~751000. This figure 
represents the dit'f<.:renco between the a!!PW1t authorized undar a
coMe i'io. n-2115 ond tr.e sua of $251 000 which you romiUed in oonneo
tion th<>reni th under •c' ,:crev.l.ou.s license. A a such licenao is valid 
tl!rougll June 30, 1944, it will enabl.o you to l'&'!lit the bnlunce or 
the o.r.<>unt al.lthorl.v.ed under license No. \<-2115 witt.out the necei!Bity 
fol' oecur:i n;; & s~·eclt'ic liconve each ti.ue you are prep~S.l'ed to trans
J: .. r i'unde for tile J>urposee contamplatcd tlccroin. 

World Jewiuh Congress, 
J30 <•eot. 42nd Street, 
New York, tiow York. 

very truly youro, 

IJrv:l.a At_ <'ichmidt. 
t.ctiug l.lit•eotor 

., 
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LONDON 

W.DRlD JEWISH l:DNuRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

33!!_ WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

55 New Cavendish St., W 1 

CABLES; CONGRESSJ N~w )"ORR 

TELEPHONE: LONGACRE 5·2600 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 2024-9c 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXlCO QTY 

_Snn2!~ 

49-411 

Mr. John w. Peh1e 
War Refugee Board 
Main Treasury Building 
w·ashington. Do C • 

My dear Mr. Pehle t 

Maroh 27th, 1944 

I have been advised by Miss Hodell with vthom I spoke on the 
telephone to refer the following matters to your attention. 

--The World Jewish CongrWls wishes to remit immediately to 
Dr. Riegner in Gemra the BUill of $30 1 000 .oo on the bas is of 
lioness 4fW 2115 as amended on February 4th, l944o In addi
tion, the World Jewish Congress ha~eoeived from the Italian 
Community in Rio de Janiero the BUill of $8010.00 whioh this 
community wishes to transmit to Geneva for the speoifio 
purpose of relief to Italian refugees in Switzerland. 

Will you be good enough to advise us both as to the proced
ure to secure the necessary license for these two remittanciefl 
as well M t'<o re.te of exchange which may be almilable for us 
in the light of the specific purposes for which the money is 
to be used. 

~y sincerely yours." _ 

~-·~ 
' R~~ Miller ..f... 

IM:BL 

-' 
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.FRO/J.I 

TOI 

PARAPHRASE OF T&LSGRJ~ REOEIVED 

American Legation,Bern 

8eoretar1 of State, Washington 

M~.r-ol1 26, 19t4 

CONTROl 
d I l?lllllbt.Jf< 

DATEPI 

NUMBEI\1 1682 
)( 

Reference 1e made herewith to my o»ble of 

" .. no, 1861. 

The numme.If re1)ort from I<1egner regarding the third 

financial tro.noection undertaken in accorderice with 
vJ-

licenee Y-2116 ae ~mended, 

Arrangements neve been mede ~f Riegner to purchnee 
. J 

~.ooo,oo&A~~,Atfanae from Rene Bickert, et~ted b7 

R to be ~ sw1es o1titen and a prominent member of the 

Geneve Jewieh community. The rate 1a 1,78 5w1ee fr~ncs 

r-er 100 French trance: Until presentation of receipt 

lllgned by R'e representative in France, the Swiee franco 
..; 

counter vnlue depoaited w1th Armand Bruneonv1g former 

i'ree1dent Geneva Jewish coiDIIlun1tJ. lt 111 stated bJ R 

thnt B1oltert hns produced convincing a•idence of owner

ship of several a1111ona Frenoh trnnos 1n inveotmento in 

France dat1ng from before the war. In v1ew ot the neoes

ai t;r to te.ke advant~ase of the poeB1b1l1t7 ot oollllllun1oaUona 

w1tb Franoe, he etatee that he ls unable to consult 

Legation ~etore arranging the traneaotlon. R etotee thnt 

the above namee ore not to be 41wlse4 undel" an7 

011'CI'IllletaD088o DECLAS':u· . 
State Dept. Letter, 1-il-12 

D; ;;: cl ~>>kB Date.s.r.u !J 1972 

HARRI!!OJI 
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DC/L 
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-CONTROL COPY 
l'lee.ee TeQu€st 

I 
llcClellr.,nd d.al1 v1n• the foll01·•1np; 

u.eees{';e ltHB 483) to Gert.:;..rd R1eg,ne:r, :37 ,w,r1 'olilr.on, 
i- ( 

il-enevn, fr·ora Kurt llrosm:.cn of •.;orlu .Te;rish 'cone;rees: 
I 

-.UuT~ 'fl'Y rescue ;;nn!lttt:! OsHrld Hochllere;, 
' ,. !'l.:.ereeienotE dt i'or ·d1ich •.-re rerJi tteO. ;,1 ,000; BlU!fiB IJroea-

{ I . I -
Liowurr..t;,nn [ nd. dt,uull'Ger Ruth rnd Lethal' Jnmes Olto],)· ·both 

( 

De1•genbeleen ror 1-•hl.oll i,BOO rem1 tteo for eecll. lnetrnc-

tions fox• l'.ietr·ibution of t:wlrnce of '"6600 from the 

-,G.WO vTa recently trt nemitted 1->111 rollON lt,ter. UN'-l.UO'l'!l: 

U\D: 1'1bV; KG 
4/5/45 

ACHESON 
AC'tltlG 

{GIIW) 



."'·· .. 

' . - _, ,., - = .-n .. .., .. -_ 
~;;->-

\. 
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I 

:Pl.ee11e deliver the foll0l'1116 Ullaage to Oerbllrd Rtec.ner, :Yf t;Jia1 \'11111011, 

OeneYa. from 1furt Gro1111111m of Wol'ld Jewish Ccm.lrMIII 

>!JO'l'B 'l'llY WWlil AUEi''l'A OS\W..D lllOll!lf~HG, 'l'll!RESlliMI~Aut :mll \f!ii(JU 
!IE i1Ziil'i'11ID $1,000; .liU.lf;m GW.l5S-UE!nllr!AANN AllD .w.uG!l'f~ llll'l1I ~m 
Wl'lWl JNDJS SIID1' rom :alim~ !IUR WHICH $800 I!M'l'TID FOR EACH. 
lHST.Ii!JOl'lCNS l'OR DlS'.\'iliDUOM OJ' llALANI1E OY $5800 ltiiDf~ \'HE 0SJ.oo WE 
WiOllN'I'LY 'l'RI\tiSfii'l'fli.ll WILL JOLL0\1 LA'i'ER. UNQ.IO'l'l 

~HIS IS WRll BERN CABLE N0.48.3 

11:.30 a .• rr:. 
March .30, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y), Cohn, DuHois, Gaston, Hodel,.Hutchison, 
McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files. 

. \ 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

LONDON 
55 New Cavendish St., W 1 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrlentes l9'H- 2024-9C 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Lenmi P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL-
1121 St. Cath.hl'~· W - - --;:-

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 1744 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y. 
CAJ!LES: CoNGRESS, NEw YoRK 

TELEPHONE: CIRcLE 6 -1900 

Ir- reply refer to: March 26, 1945 
J:o. 377 

Bris. Gen. W'illiB.!n QIIhvyer, Executive Director 
Vlar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Va.shington, D. C. 

~Dear 3eneral O'D~Jer: 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of !.:arch 21st which refers to 
my letter of l.!arch 16th reque-sting the assistance of the war Refugee 
Board in tranS!llitting a message to Gerhard Ri(gner in Geneva. 

May I assure you that wp had no intention of violating the aogthorization 
granted to us unc.er license #J:JY 679984, especially since the disbursement 
of funds under this license is subject to the approval of the American 
Embassy in Bern. 

However, we want to d.raw your attention to the case of the Hungarian Jews 
and the Comite International des Intellectuals Refugies, for which latter 
case an amount of $2,000 was allocated. In both these cases we cannot as
certain whether the beneficiaries are endeavoring to proceed to Switzerland 
or whether they have already found haven in tlw.t country, th,ereby maldng 
the case a relief matte!'. As you !mow, under present conditions in llirope 
rescue and. relief activities are so closely related that we here can only 
give general instructions to our representative in Geneva, merely adding 
that the money has to be disbursed with the approval of the American lilnbassy 
in Bern. 

I 
Since the total amount of $8,400 has already been transmitted to our re
presentative -although you authorized the disposal of only $2,600- we 
would greatly app!'eciate your dispatching the following cable about this 
matter: 

"To: Gerlmrd Riegner, 37 (Cw.i Wilson, Geneva 
From: Kurt Grossman 

~Try rescue Annetta Oswald Hochberg, Theresienstadt for which we re
mitted $1000; Blume Gress-Liebermann and daughter Ruth and Lothar 
Janes Skop both Bergenbelsen for which $BOO remitted for. each/($ , 

Please be good enougn to add to this cable that the balance of $5,800 is 
to be distributed by our Geneva office as soon as they wili be permitted 
to use these funds under another license for which we are making a~plioa-
tion as per attached copy._ • 

I 
l~ 
! 



\ 
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I ar:1 sorr•• that because of our 
this inconvenience has arisen. 
upon your cooperation an& that 
have to serve. 

endeavors to help the persecuted Jews, 
I am sure, however, that we can count 

no damage will be done to the cause we 

. I 
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!.larch 26, 1946 

United States Trea~ry Dept. 
w-ashington, D. C, 

Attention: Mr. Parke 

Gentlemen: 

We herewith apply for a license permitting us to remit 
u.s. $5,800 
at the countervalue in Swiss francs 
if possible at the official rate of 23.32 
to our Geneva office, 

La Comite Pour L•Assistance a La PopUlation 
Juive Fra.ppee Par La Guerra (Committee for the 
Relief of the War Stricken Jewish PopUlation) 
37 ~i Wilson, ·Geneva, Switzerland, 

to be uaed in favor of the following persons: __ 

a) liwltl;arian Jews, refugees from Hungary having arrived 
in Sw1 t zerland • . • • • • • , ·, , • , • • • • • • • $3 ,000 .-

b) Italian Jews, refugees from Italy having arrived in 
Switzerland ............. -. • • • • • • • 460.-

c) Mr. Nissen K'shan, a Hungarian Jewish refugee, now 
working in the above-mentioned office in Gene~ , 100.-

d) l!iss Lisa Levy, a German refugee, having arrived in 
Switserland four years ago and related to Mr. Gerhard 
Riegner the director of our Geneva office • • , , ,- 850,-

e) Oomite International des Intellectuals Retugies, tor 
refUgee ~lara • • • • • • • • • • • • . a,ooo.-

The sources of these funds are the following: 

ad a) Iliac. Hungarian Jewish OrB'Jliutions in Chicago, Detroit, New York, 
ad b) Italian Jewish Representative Oo11111Utae att111ated with the New 

York office of the World Jewish Congress. 
ad c) Mr. Nicolas M, J.lwlk, 6 Poplarplalns Crescent, Toronto, Oanaaa 
ad d) Mr. Frederick li'J'811114, 101 If, 78th St., New York OUy, 
ad e) Contribution from ~rious individuals in the United States for 

transmiaeion to the Oomlte International des Intelleotualt Refugle8 , 

Enolosed you will flnd oop7 of a letter we wrote to G&neral O'Dwyer of 
the War Retugee lloard about this matte:r. 

MP:bm 
llno. 

Slncerel7 yours, 

-\ 



-
Pleue deliver tbe follOWiJI& message to llerlla1'd. rtlegnel', ')7 Qual Wilson, 

Genera fNm luft aro ...... of World Jmsh ~~= 

., 

r,Ji0i1lt 'l'BAISMiftBD YW Ulf.DER LIClilllfSliLHlQ'6'~il44i8.-.!iOO'\O~:IJj~~~~~···-~~~--~==C~~~~ 
- USED AS J'OttOWlft~ t2,000 J'OR COMI'.I.'ll lJl3 
I~ lWIUGUS, G.OOlVA1 tl.OO MR, NISSON KAHN ON DlliHA.L1 
Of NUHXJ $250 .LISA LEVY, GliaEVA ON BEHALl FJUW i'RlWNDJ i.J,OOO 
IUlLIEP OF IIINOIJtlAN JEilS1 ~ FOR I'l'ALIAlf JEWS ON lmJALII' l'l'ALI/IN 
.JR01 iUR lUOOU8 roHPOS.&st tl,OOO A1ilWl"J'A OSI'lALD HOOHBEHG, • 
~lliliS'lAD'1'1 ~ liW!4E GROSS-I.l~Bi!~W.NN ADD DAUil!ITJm l'6J'l'H 
.Bi.'BGEmill..Sl!NJ 41800 LGfBAB J.AJAF:J SKOP ~JR. WqJal'E 

f/il61l11h 3/19/45 
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MAR 21 1945 

Dear Jlr. GroiJBIUJl:--

Reference is made to yo~r letter of March 16, " 
1946 1 requesting the assistance of the War Ret~gee;oBoard 
1n transmitting a message ~o Gerhard Biegner in Geneva. 

IDasauob as license lo. Bl 679984 only a~thori
- zes.remlttanoee tor operations permitted by license Ho. 

"''~W-21).5, your proposed ~se ot some part or the $8,f5QO. _ 
- ·- under NY 679984 is 1n violation of this license. Speci:f1o

ally, the following items are not permitted by ~he &:fore• 
mentioned license: $2,000 tor 0~1te International pour 
lea Intelleotuels Betugies, Geneta; $100 Hr. Hisaon laban 
on behalf or MQDk; $250 Lisa Ley;, Gene1a on behalf fred. 
Freuad; $3,000 relief ot Hungarian Jews; $450 tor Italian 
Jews on behalf Italian JRO. 

In view of the foregoing, it is s~ggested that 
yo~ obtain a special license from the treasury Depar~eat 
tor the remittanoee which are not pera1tte4 UDder license 
No. BY 679984. the War Retugee Board wlll be plaaaell to 
transmit the following mesaage tor 70a which will be 1n 
aoool'4anoe with the terma or the license: 

"Transmitted 7ou #8500 tor disbursement 
under license Ro. V-2116. fr7 to reaoue Annet~ 
Oswald Hochberg. Thereaienatad~. Blwae Gross• 
Lieberaaaa and daugbter Ruth, Bergenbelaen aD4 
Lothar James Skop, Bersenbelaen.• 

Please advise the Board whether JOU desire to have 
the above-quoted aeeaage tranami~ted tor 70u~ 

Kr. Iurt B. Grossaan, 
;aeaoue Depar,aeat, 
World Jevilh Ooasreaa, 
18M Broa4VQ 
lew York ~3, 6. Y. 

Fll:hd 3/21/46 

Verr truly you~a, 
(: ~ f!-: ~~ -~ • '? '-, "1 .. • -:I ' 

w1iilui O'Dwyer_ 
Exeout1Ye D1reetor 

., 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y. 
LONDON 
55 New Cavendish St., W 1 

CABLES: CoNGRESS, NEW YoRK. 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 6 -1900 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 1979 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 411 

MONTREAL 
l12l_St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO 'ciTY, 
So Dod"~ 

In reply refer to:. 
lfo. 359 

March 16, 1945 

Brig. %n. ''lilliam O'Dwyer, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
;c:ashington, D. C. 

Dear General O'~wyer: 

Please be good enough to have the following massage tt·ans
mitted through the facilities of the Department of State: 

I 
11 To: GErhard Riegner, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva 
From : Kurt Grossman 

I ,--
Transmitted youfinder license if!.fl §7998-;J$8,500 i{g_be 1, 

used as follow!i9 $2,000 for Comite International ~'!.r J0J.fr'1V' 1, f 
les.~f?J)ectuel_§ .. )!efugie_s, GenevaJ,...$],00 tA~~~!.~!l'- .. , , .rl-1' ·· 

.::r'rrAe:~=~~~Afi1®~t'~~1i~:il~~~};:tl.~::. · · . r;;·;1). tf~·. 
~ fo!J:~!'-lJ.~n !L~!!.\'...2.!l-Jl.!'J:*],;f,.J;J.~1J~J!,,o!JiQJ For rescue t. , . '·'' 
purposes: $i,aQo Annetta Oswald Hochberg, Theresienstadt; lLJ..~.tl··~· 
$BOO Blume Gress-Liebermann and dau!bCier Ru.th Bergenbelsen; · 
$800 Lothar James Skop Bergenbelsen.ll 

Thank you for giving this matter your kind attention. 

Sincerely your~, 
/ 

KRG:bm ---· 

. I 

'\ 
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MEMORANDUM 

For attachment to: 

FFC Lettdr No: 

Date: March 9, 1945 

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 
/ 

Subject: iforl<l Jev:i.sh Congress - W-2115 

/e.pplication No, NY"679984 
There is transmitted herewith ~~-&-lat~~twi 

from the World Jev,i_sh Congress , dealing with the 
rerrdttance mf $25{600 to Mr. Gerhart Rieg~er, GBneva, Switzerland, to 
finance operations contemplated in License No. W-2115, aa amended. 

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasury 
licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution 
of the project contemPlated in the letter described above. 

Remarks: 
Special f"cilities >lith respect to Swiss francs, 

A~tion: 

Cleared by telephone with 
F. Hodel 

For the War Refugee Board 

Basic license Jlo. W- 2ll.i~.,....._ amended on March 12, 1945, to expire Sept.J0/45 
Remittance license No. NY 679984 issued March 12, 1945 '"·"' , N 

LilBOllOffir 
Date: !.larch 13, 1945 

iOreign Funds Control 

._, 



In repl,y ple&IIG 
refer tor il201J 

! . 

llefeNPOO ill mlllllt to appllelltf.Qn flo. Itt 6'19984 
tUed by the flttJrlill&: Ha\ional Hank llllll Trut. Cloapany ot _ 
lin York on ;pur behalf for a Uoeaae to Nld.t. l!a!I,OOO 
to *'· Oerbart ll1e6fter, Oellflva, Swltaerland tor df.tlburae- _ 
_ , 1n -ordanoe tdth the prov11110llll ot ilaanH 11o. W~l,, 
Alt~. 

Ulnoa 1loo11e No. lfoo211,, u aMI!d«d, tma e31p1redl 
suah Uoen110 111 htlreby l'ftlnstetted .Jiftll Ulfmded to 8llpUe So~ 
...- 301 19451 in ol'der to JlU'IIl\ JOlll' npreuntatift !rl. 
Sld.turllllld to continue the Ol*J'a11iono eonti!J11Plsttld therein. 

fhe applloatioa ~.t:r-tennae has bean approved 
bJ tbu Depart~~ent aDd the 1edltral Renne Bank of New York 
lute been autborlatHl to 1aaue lie_.. Jfo • II 6?99114 to the 
Sterling tlat.ional llanlc aad frwlt OoiiiJIIIlT ot HeW To1=k pend.tting 
1t to l'Oid.t on ;your belutlt the ._ ot tas,ooo to ur. Oerhart 
Rieper, Oen&va, Swl\serland1 tbro11ta-h the fllllf.Uttea avaU&ble 
to tble Govemment with the FHeral Reaerve Bank of New torlr. 

SOhllrohreaj 3-9845 

51nftre~ )'aura, 

Le 0, .t\VUM 
Aot1ns Dlnotor 

-I 



···'-'·-·, 

FEDERAL RJ>SERVE BANK OF NEW YORK 

FOREIGN :FUNDS COliTROL DEPARTMENT 

NY 679984 Approved, notwithstanding Gen~ral Buling No, 11, p~ovided 

R _funds are disbursed in accordance with license No, W-2115, ag, amended, 

The licenMe is authorized (a) to pay the dollar amount involved to the 

Fede:!"al a.-serve Bank of New y-ork for credit to the Banque ~tionale Suisee, 

Zurich, for payment -ofthe Swiss franc equivalent to the payee designated 

-herein or (b) to purchase the S wiss francs involved from the Fed~ral Re-

serve Bank of New '!·ork as Fiscal li~>:ent of the Unites· States, as shall be 

prescrib~d by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, License to expire 

Septer.~ber 30, 1945, Please send signed copy of license to Hr. Rushmore, 

Federal Res~rve Bank of Net< York, and advise him this r~mittance is for 

humanitarian purposes 

L, O,_AAROUS __ _ 
XXltXXXXXXXXXXXXY~'t 

401 

SC!!l:RGH I emj 3/8/45 


