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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED /<) il
FROM: Amerié;n Legafion, Bern 3
- T0O: Seeretary of State, Washington-
DATED:  Marech 25, 1944

NUMBER: 1861

Given below 1s the substance of 2 nmesgage for trana ;Xiéj
miegion to dorld Jewish Congfggfhat Department's discre-
tion from Qerhart Rieéner (ses ny csble no. 1160).
Have tranemitted so far 4,000,000 French

frznés to Frence againgt the counter value of

71,800 Swlst franes. In order to 1nélude;Be1éian 7"’

Jews in evacuation actlan end plaee;atlfhéirf&isi
poeal through France sums for evacuaﬁion—frém
Belgium to France, working arrangements have been
estobliched with the National COmmittee for Darense
of Jews in Belgium affilisted to Belglen Front

of Independence. cérrespondents in Holland
suthorized toAraise locsl currency up to ;2,000'
Swigs france for evecuation of Duteh Jews to France
from where evacusation may be financed by ?rendh'
center. 6imilar messuree are belng negotisted for
evacudtion troﬁ Northern Italy and 15,000 france
are being reserved for this purpose, Several

hundreds of persone have been hiding until now in

State Dom
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Hice reglon provided with hryan 1dént1tyipsperé

2nd ration cards. similaer neasures have been
token in Paris whenece several hunuredg bave,been
trensferred to lees dangerous regloné?gnﬁ?;re
swaiting evacuatlion. Lagt weeks rirstAcbntingent
of fifty persons have been sent t6 Snein by our
evacustion center in fouthern Frence; all “srrived.
Furtner groups sctlve. pfnien frontler are Helping
othars oross and wnen rslieved nre resﬁy to croes
thempelves. A certain number of . children have been
~19ced with non-Jows. Last week approxim&taly 120
nildren pagsed the Swhes . frontier. A ‘gertain’
number af persons, eepecially comnromieed in
realsbance wovement, nzve been hidden sand thelr
arrest provented, rrospects of further aotipnbare"
encouraglng egpocislly slnce gpring will taollitate
the crossing of the apanigh frontter. The transfer
of &n edditional$60,000 e urgently raqkeatea for
enlerging snd continuation of rescugzactivitiac.
In no wey should the above lnformatibn be diseloaeh,'r
eepaelaliy that concerning Bwitzerlan&, which is
atrietly eonfidentinl. =




MAR 31 1944

LDear Rabbi Hiller:

- fhe following message for you from Gerhart Riegner
was received from Bern under date of March 25, 1944

Wiave transmitted so far 4,000,000 French francs to
Prance against the counter value of 71,600 :Swiss :
franes. 1In order to include Belgian Jews in evacuation
action and place at their disposal through France

sumg for evacuation from Belgium to France, working
arrangements have been established with the Nationsl =
Commitbee for Defense of Jews in Belglum affiliated to
melgian Front of Independence. Correspondents in -
Holland autiorized to raise loeal eurrency.up to 12,000
owiss francs for evacuation of Duteh Jews o France .
from where evacuation may be financed by French center.
similar measures are being negotiated for evacuation
from Northern Italy and 15,000 francs are being reserved
for this purpose. Several hundreds. of persons have baen
niding until now in Nice region provided with Aryan :
identity papere and ration ocards. Similar measures hava
been taken in Paris whence geveral hundreds have been )
transferrad to less dangerous regions and are awaiting
evacuation. Last weelks first contingant of fifty per-
gons have been sent to Spain by our evacuation center in
Southern France; a&ll arrived. Further groups active
spanigh frontier are helping others cross and when
relieved are ready to croes themselves. A certain
pumber of children have baen placed with non~Jews. Last -
week approximately 120 children passed the Swiss frontier,
A certain number of persons, eapacially compromised in
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resistance movement, have been hidden and their
arrest prevented. Praspects of further action are
enconraging especially sines Spring will facilitate
tie crosgsing of the Spanish frontler.. The transfer
of an additional 250,000 ie urgently requested for
enlarging and contimuation of rescue activities.

In no way should the above information be disclosed,
especially thot concerning Switzerland, which 1s:.
_strictly confidential.” i

1 am sure you will appreciate the extrenely confidential
nature of bthis message. . L

Very truly yours,

(37pred) 3 B Pe¥ Te

Jo %o Pehle ..
E;(ecutivg Director

/
Rabbi Irving Eiller,
world Jewish Congress,
330 West 42nd Street,
vew York 18, New York.

Fslab 3/30/44




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECHEIVED

v
American Legation, Dern
Secratary of Stabte, Washington
February 26, 1944

X
1180 ,

Reference is mnde herewith tc Department'!s telegram. |

mod vl Fobas
P I
of Jemuery 20, 1344, Yo, lg7,~ "oh T

It is reported by Dr. Riegner thot arrangements have
been completed Zor turning over to WJC represenfaﬁ'V'

France one willion French francs vhich were purchased from
— e - N i -

a weal?fg;é}ggéywquﬂggfgggeiizggwhas been iﬁjéwitzgr}a?d
SEEEE_Egﬁﬁi_ggggnution of France, at 1,75 Swiés'ffenés per

one lmndred French francs. The documents shéwn ta Df. Riegner
attest that this person was formerly an owner of taxt;le

factories in France and it is stated by Rieguef that he is

favorably xnown to several Swiss who were believed to be

reliablerby Riegner, It is stated by Hiegner that he wes

reagonably sure from the documents presented that this money
vas either acquired in a way not bénefiting the enemy or

belonged to the seller before the fall of France.
HARR&SON'

cctd HMiss Chauncey, Messrs. Paul, Gaston, H.D, White, Pehle, Luxford,
DuBois (2 copies), B.l, Dernstein, Stewart, Lesser, Friedman, Miss Hodel,

Mr., Pollak, HMr, A M . )
' » Abrahanson, iiss leughlin DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
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Pebruary’ 185! 190k

LECCGHADUN FOR THE F1IES

Re: Jevwish Refugees in France (WJC and JUG, [-prons'ors).1

Analysis of the scanty material contained in this file indicates:
sither that very little, if anything, has vyet been done by way of accumulating
the informablon necessary for an apprecilation of the problems involved or the
way bhey are or should be handled, OT, that if dome, the resulbs—oefany-such.. .
efforis repose elsewnere. Lt is gquite evident that many documents are ind.ssinge
14 is likewise evident that, to date, no efforts have been made to have - our
reprosentavive in either Switzerland or -.ondon collate and report ‘the facts..
it seens incredible that the first State Departmen‘q, cbgilizance of the
general problem of the plight of the Jews, and particularky Jewish children,
in rrance and the necessity of aiding them there vis a vis evacuativig bhem™ -
olsewhere should have ocourrad in early August, 1913, However, the Tirst
cavle in the file bearing on this subject was one dated 2 Augus’c;'l%;}._/ i
This message, dated June 9, 1943, in France, and evidently ‘intended for a
relief society, recites that the plight of the Jews in France.is constantly
worsening. The Germans viere greatly increasing the severity of their
treatment, deportations were widespread, 1ittle assistance was permitbed;
hnospitals wer7 a mockery, and, generally speaking, the situation was
intolerable 3

While it would seem to serve no useful purpose further.to detail: the
plight of the Jews in France, these two reports do indicate .certain lines of
internal operations which are apparently peing followed in an effort to
ameliorate these conditions: : ) .

(1) It appears that treatment of the Jews by the Ttalian Fascists is
considerably better than that by the Wazis. Thus a measure of organized
assistance vias permitted DY the Italians in the areas under thei_r:jurisdic—
tion. Since the withdrawal of the ILtalians from the zones in France vpich
tney occupied, the possibility of transporting Jews to zones of Italian 3
domination has, of course, become more remote. However, it wolld seem:that,
to the extent it exists, it should be pressed. . :

':l_T Unlass otherviise indicated, all saferial under the above TItle was obuained
from the file “Refugee Groups - Jewish Refugees in France (sponsored by
American Jewish Joint pigtribution Committee)e o oo

Cable Ho. L6U3, 2 August 1913, 10 a.m. from Bern to the Department;

2/
3/ Cable los 5657, 11 September 1913, 1 peme
DECLASSXFIED
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(2; Various types of medical and social aid are given —by—the various .
aroups operating within France, within the 1imits permitted. - RSP

The most pressing nead of the groups was for funds for the financing
of aid and movement within France as well as the possible evacuation of R
refugees from France. The situation with respect 1o children was particularly
acute in all of these regards. Some ﬂchildren are presently being assembled
zt Drancy and registration of 211 thers in the Paris area appears in the: v
Feiing. These measures vere regarded as preliminary to deportation and the
Snly way they could be avoided was by movement. Various estimates indicate .-
nat there are about 1300 children in inmediate danger in and about Paris;
aboat 3000 children are hidden in the provinces; an esbimated 1200 in.homes
in the provineces; 1000 are with Jewish families in the provinces; “and “aboub
L0O in forced residence. - ;

After receipt of the cables indicating the drastic plight of these
persons in France, the Treasury Department prepared a cable outlining an
arranzenent whereby some relief could be accorded to the refugee groupss. -
senerally spesking, and subject to safeguards vith respecy to the character
of the relief organization and the necessity for preventing:the enemy from - :
realizing financial advantaze, the following were authorized: “the. borrowing™
in France, against a blocked account in the United States of up to 100,000~
dollars a month for a period of 6 months or, if all or a_part- of .the funds
could not be obtained throug this channel, by the purchase of French francs
from persons in S?Jitzerland.i/ Although this proposed cable had been sent. -
to State on L September 1943, it vas not transmitted witil 17 September 1943,
and then only after Secrebary 5I.!orgem‘,hau had called Secretary Hull's ‘office
to expedite its transmission.2: . IS

The JeDeCs representative in Bern cazbled on 30 Septémber 1943 that
100,000 a month would be sufficient for children but not for general -
purposes and that it would be necessary to resort to both proposed'methods
Lo obtain the francs.2/ On about 1), october 1943 the contents of this
message viere communicated to lr. Moses A. Leavitt of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee._/ i -

_E? Draft czble Transmitted to otate Th a memorandum of L Séptember 19113'from.

Mr. Orvis A. Schmidt to Mr. Bernard Meltzer.

5/ See memorandum of telephone conversation of 17 Septenber 1943, between
Secretary hiorgenthau and lir. John Stone of Secretary lHull's offices The -
cable went out as Cable No. 2288, 17 September 1943, 4 p.m. from the
Department to Bern, Switzerland. '

6/ Gable Ho. 6102, 30 September 1943, 5 pem. from Bern to the De;{grjhnent.

7/ Letter of 1l October 193 from lir. He Re Travers, Chief, Visa Division,
~ to lr. Leavitt.
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Subsequent to this the J.D.C. advised its Bern represenb'xtlve th c,b,
andzr the Treasury Department license, he was authorized to purcham, frdnc.),
nder the cmditions stipulated up to a total of $600,000 and; i this
as no+ 13_'1111;9:1 to 100,000 a month. Tt was 111ﬂ1vatnu t
a /Q prior to the expiration of six montns", “the
This advice was repeated on 17 Hovember

lieanvihile, the problem of evacuating the refugees from-the Italizm
occurnisd zone in France, which was about to be taken over by the Germans, -
was causing concern on the part of the J.D.C. It cabled its Bern repre- ~
sertative to this effect on 15 aepteﬂb/l 1943, requesting advice: as to ‘the
procesure wiich could be worked oat.t Ho report on ways and méans was: in
the file. However, Leavitt advised ir. H. R. Travers of the Visa Division,
on 7 October 1743, that he had received a report from In. Joseph F. Schwartz,
o7 the J.D.C., Lisbon, that 1200 of the Jewish refugees, of.an es{v ted
20,000 in Southern France,: had nade their way from lice ’co lual‘r- The -
"3.11191‘ in vwhich this was dore was not revealed.

The last development evidenced by the files eyam ined was tne ’bl"ansnxlSSlOn
of a cable to Loadon, on 3 January 19Lk, that the:Treasury Department license -
described above had been revoked and new licenses issued. . Both the WJC and
the J)7 vwere granted similar licenses, except that the former wias authorized
+0 operate in Rumania as well as France. The condibions on the-purchase of
lei and French francs were relaxed. It was indicated that the'ceiling on VJC
purchases was ;28,000 Swiss francs, wiile that of the JIG was 2,500,000 Swiss
francs., The Treasury, however, appeared disposed to grant licenses for
further funds should the need arise. Vhile the amendment had the effect of
bringing the WJC and the JIC together as far as terms of the licenses were ;
concerned, the main object was to facilitabte the acquisition of French
surrency in Switserland, it having been found that a _substantial premium had
to be paid when the Swiss francs had to be blocked.___/

‘kxsegh H%}‘pZy }

Czble oI 1 November 1703 from Department from Leavitt to Bern for S. Mayer, -
Zurich; see also letter of 25 October 1943 from Ieavitt to Travers, Vlsa
Division and latter's reply of 1 November 1943.

Cable Wo. 2836, 17 November 1943, from Department from Leavitt for Bern for
S. Mayer, Zurich.

Cable Ho. 2271, 15 September 1943, 5 pem., from Department from Leav:.tt to
Bern for layer.

Letter of 7 Cctober 1943 from Mr. Leavitt to Mr. HeR. Travers, enclos:.ng
a copy of a 7 October 1943 cable from Dr. Schwartz.

Airgram lHo. 139, 31 January 19hl, from Department to London.




FROM: Secretary of Stéte,~ﬁash1hétéﬁ :
TO: AQEMBASSY, London

DATED: Januery 10, 1944, 8 p.m.

WUMBER 7%?2

The following is for your lnrormatlbh:

thh respect to the 1icénsé #hiﬁh,waa igsued to
the World Jewish Congrees reoently to: transmit funds
to Switzerland for arranging tha evacuation of refugees
in France and Rumania, referreu to An. Jour telepram of:
December 16, 1943 No. B717, and w;th psrtlpularrrefer-
ence to the second sentence of -our télegram datéd '
December 18, 1043 No. 7969, this situation differs
in the following respects from thoee’ relatinv to the
prevention of the enemy from obtaining foreign exchange?
1. Rumanian Agpeats of the Plani
Persons in Rumania are o make avallable
the funde actually to be used to flnsnce the
evacuatlon and the funds are to be 1n 10031,
ourrency. Olaims apainst a bibcked acoount
in Switserland will be reoeived by persons
P furnishing tunds in this way, which olaima
et Kee. - _&re-

DI‘CLA‘SH‘IDD
Btate Dopt: Letter, 1- 11.72 ey

By R H.Parks Date SEPed 9 1972
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are not assignable for the dﬁfatioﬁ:of-the'Wur,
and are only to be honored upon eertifiontlon

by a World Jewish Congress representetivp that '
funds or services have actually been proyi§e¢

in connection with the plan by the claimant.

2. French Aspects of the Flani.

The French franca are to be bpught either

in Frence or in Switzerland under gubstantially
1dentical eondltiona; except‘thgt.iflthe geller
of such Frenoh francs is in Switzerland and g
not an enemy national, his élaim againet,the
blocked account may be asaigned 1f “the: Frenoh B
francs have been held by such seller since before
Fronce's fall or, if aoquired- subaequent to tha
fall of France,the¢ French francs- have acorued to
the seller from \nvestments Or dividenae in
France or similar transactions which were not
beneficial to the enemy. '
The representative of the World Jéwiahrcongteab,
Dr. hleé;er. is further directed to ihgure:thé possl-
bility of foreign exohangerbeing made availeble to
peraons in enemy occupied territory or to persons
who have furnished neither funds nor services in

connection with the plen, 18 reduced to a minimunm,

and




S
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he. 3

—-

and furthermore he 18 required to insure t6 thevbésfff
of his ebility that the suppliers of the,lg?alrcﬁjrency,i
are persons satisfactory to the Unitéd'$¥ateé Légat1§ﬁ.r
Aleo he ig reculred to give to the Legation periodiﬁ‘r

reports concerning the operations cesrried on pursuant

to the license.

We belleve the foregolng safeguards will efféctive;

ly prevent the enemy from aoquliring any fore;énfgxchange-
as = result of these operationg and thahefore 1t 18 our :
view that the Germans will not be encouraged ﬁy thege
operations to further persecutisn for the éole bufpoee
of extracting forelgn exchange. o

You are informed that & aubstantlallyjldént;célr7
operstion on the part of the merioan Jewiaheriﬁt_ﬁr
Distribution Committee has been appréved by st"Thé" .
American Jewieh Joint Distribution Committegropérétiﬁnr
le confined to France but allows the finanb;ngror
arrangeuents deesigned solely for the purposes or'
relief in addition to arrangements looking towar&.the
evacuation of persons in imminent dahger of theirrlivés.
S8imilar eafeguards against the enemy acquiimg foreign
exchanrerare provided and in thie éase the above
comments with respect to the program of the World
Jewish Congreess are also applicable. We have

recelved



il

received your telegram of January 7, 1944 Néﬁ,l@él T

and it ie presumed that in the near*futurﬁ'dl&éuséidne

regarding the subject will take place.

TIYRIOT S ep Y




PLQI“/,

“{ondon -
Dated December 15,
Rec'd 7:44 p.m.

Secretary of 8tate

© .. . vashington

US URGENT
X87l7, Fifteenth

. FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION ONLY
Reference ybur 7508, November 27 for Winant,

HKEYW has addressed following letter to Embaasy

dated December 18 regpecting plan for evapuatlgé'Q}fQéEE";r

from France and Rumania: "We have now recelved the .
views of the Forelgn Offlece on the proposal 6f the 7
. United states Treasury to llicense the remlttaﬁoe to
Switzerland of 825,660 as a preliminaery installment to

be expended on the rescue of Jews from Franoe and 7
Rumania. The Foreign Offioce are concerned Qith the ditfif
oulties of disposing of any considerable number of deé
should they be reeoue& from enemy ocoupied territory.
Gertain schemes with a similar object in which both the
Foreign Office and the State Pepartment are interested
are greatly hampered by the diffioulties of transport;-'
tion, particularly ahipplng, and of finding accommodation
in the countries of the Near East for any but a very

— small number
DECLASSIFIED;
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-2- #8717, Fifteenth from London ==

small number of Jewlsh refugees. They foresee thatritiip

1ikely to prove almost if not qulte impoaaible to deal
with anything 1ike the number of 70,000 refugees whose"
rescue ls envissged by the Riegner plan. For thia'
reason they &re reluctant to agree to any approval belng
) expressed even of the prelininary financial arrangemanta.
ve understand that they are telegraphing to thia affect
to Wasghington, asking thenm %o plaoe these oonslderatlons
before the State Department.

As a result of this expresslon of viawa by the
Foreign Offlice we have telegraphed to Waahington atatlng '
the terms on whioh we should have been prepnred to agree
to the license proposed, 1.e., (A) for the tinme. being
the currency to be procured only by purchase tron
unobjeotionable Bwise 6wners of French francs or Rumanian
lel aequired in an unobjectionable manner, (B) Soth
Legations in Bern to bz responsible for cheoking the
Swiss owners and the origin of the ourrency theifpropoéed
%o sell, (O) no further tranefer to be licensed until a’
report is reoeived whioh should include 1nformation as
to the amounts proourable on these terms and as to the
general progress of the soheme. But we have added that
the Foreign Offlce see grave objections in general and
are telegraphing aeparately about these." B

PLEASE INRFORM TREASURY.

) . WINAKT




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE,PﬁE?'Y‘—JT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
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My dear Cordell,

In late June the State Departuent/received cebles from
Bern, Switzerland, releting to a proposal of the World - - -
Jewish Congress to evacuate thousands of Jews from Rumenie:
The necessery funds would be peid to Rumanien offieclalg in
Jocal currency by well-to~do Rumanien merchents who would
‘pe reimbursed &b black market rates either in dellars ori - .
awigs frencs either to be blocked or held in trust for them
wtil after the war. The entire operation was to be B
directed from awitzerlend by en agent of the World Jewish ..
Congress who would work through wnd erground shannels with

rominent members of the Jewish Congress in Dumania. - Later
Anformation received indicated that the program would-also
be applicsble to the oviouation of Jews from Fraunce..

On July 16 your Department was advised thet the Tressury
wes prepared to llcense subject to your a};)provgl the neces« -
gery trensactions on the fellowing conditions: A blocked
acgount would be ostablished in the United States by the

Americen Jewish Congress for reimbursement of those persons

who advenced funds in connection with the evacuation of the
Jewish refugees from Rumanie and France. No funds would be.
atd from such sgoount until the end of the war bub portions
of it would be earmarked fpom time to time in.the nams of
the individusls who had aotually advenced funds under the
proposal. Under the plan no foreign exehange. would be made

avallable to the enemy.

On August 7, 1943 you edvised me that the Treesury- -
1tself was entirely free to act on this matter and to grant
the nocessary licenses if it should so desire. Accordingly,
e cable was despatched to Bern stating that the Treasury wes
prepared to lssue en &p ropriate license end setting forth

the conditions of such license.
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Severel inquiries were received from Bern relating"to'

the deteils of the proposed plan.
were promptly snswered the exchange of cables consumed -
Finelly, on Sept ember 28-a esble was .
Treasury
e license

seven more weeks.

despetched to-Bern in which the
an appropriat
to under

Yinister to issue
Congress snd its agents

guards desi
reply a cable
Herrison at Bern requesting

before seting on the anthority
that, in accordanc

pointing out

Although these inquiries

authorized the

In- .

and-

conc erning trading with the enemy problems, the matler had
peen discussed with the British who npposed the issuance of

the license.
the Treasury
State on Oetober 23,

in question to the World Jewish G
considerati i
referred to by the British, were all care-

fully considered in Washington before

ointing out that the
including these

September 28 had been sent.

Long, after having discussed with

Two weeks later this cable was received by -
(October 20) and a proposed reply was sent to”
instructing Bern

to issue the license -
ongress and its agents, and
ons mentioned by Bern,

the cable of

Assistant Secretary of State

Jpeasury the British.

interest in this cable, authorized the despateh of the

cable on October 28 without

clearance with the British.

Despite the inetructions contalned in this cable ‘to

issye & license to the World Jewish Congress,

MWinister

Harrison agein came back three weeks leter (November 14) -

and advised that the British Commercisl Secretary
British Ministry

stated that the

ter up with Wash

¥inis ter

had
of Economic Warfare -

Harrison sgain

ob%ected to the pﬂi]{)os od licensing end was taking the
ma

ngton.
requeste

specific instructlons on this matter..

to the World Jewish .-
i take the transactions - )
~necessary for the evacustion program under specified safe-
ned to prevent any benefit to the enemy.
dsted October 6 was received from Minister .
specific instructions from State
graented by the Treasury,
e with steanding instructions.
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I find the three and one-half months delay which has ™ -
ensued since Treasury first indicated its spproval, and -
you concurred,most aifficult to understand. I fully -~
appreciate that some delays are inherent in hendling these
problems by cable. However, it is herd €o. limiiioLon o
ungersfiend the delays that have oceurred in this case over
{ue rerstively simple matter of getting owr Minister in

- Ryl tzeplend Lo issue a license at my direction and with

your conguUrrence. Since programs of this character can be
just as effectively vitieted by delsy as they can by denial
of the necessary licemnses, your assistance is badly needed
in order to expedite this matter. .

Sincerely,

s .
{81gned) Henry Horgenthau, J¥e

The Honorable,

The Seecretary of State.

m wum:nra - 11/24/43.




OFFICE 3 ¢
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

Secretary Hull:

It is sugpested that o cable to
Ambassedor Vinant along the lines of the.
abtached draft would be helpfuls We .
are slso explaining the de’ca'ilarigf —tﬁé" .
requisite financial transactions to the »

British Exbasey horée.

HQHQQ JIre

Attech.

JED: JWPsnrd - 11/24/43.



s

. DRAFT

CABLE 7O AMBASSADOR WINANT FROM SECRETARY MORGENTHAU

It is urgent that you take Erom t action on iic
the following metter which has already been. subject
to substantial delays. Many months ago Riegner, -the -
pepresentative in Switserland of the World Jewish =
Congress, approached this Govermment with a proposed .
plan for the evacuation of Jews from Rumania and France.. -

.. The United States Treasury Depariment was consulted with ’ -
‘regard to the licensing of the financlsl transactions. .
involved. After sarefully considering the matter, our
‘Minister in Berne was authorized and requested to issue
a license to the World Jewish Congress dovering the )
requisite finencial transactions. The propesed arrange=
ments and the license authorized by the Treasury reguired
that the requisite local currency be asquired either in
occupied or eneuy areas against blocked accounts . -
established in the United States or=Switzerlend to be
held until the end of the war, or in the alternative
local currency might be purchased from.persons in -
Switzerland provided the American Legation in Berne,-
or some other responsible agency, checked the sellers
to insure that the loecel currency had not been scquired
from objectionable sources, In general, the proposed
arrengements and-the Tre'a.eu:Y license would insure that
the transactions would not % ve beneflt to the enemy, -
Harrison, in his oable No, 7141, November 14, which was
repeated to you, refers- to the objeotions of M,EN. to
the proposed arrangements. The British Embassy here hes
approached the Treasury on the matter end the Treasury
is explaining the transaotions and safeguards to the

.. British Embessy, To avoid further delay glease teks
agpropriate action to obtain from M.E.W. the withdrawal
of its objections to the issusnce of the license and

the transmittal of appropriate advice to lts represent-

ative in Bern,

G e A



MR, J. E. DUBOIS




. NDV 22 1943
Secretsry Morgenthau

¥r. 0'Connell

There 1s attached a cable, dated November 14,
1943, from the American Legatlon in Bern relating
“to-the proposal of the World Jewish Congress and the
zzhmerican Jewish Congress for the relief and evecuation
-oF thousands of Jewish refugees from France and Rumenia,
*" There is also atlached & leiter from the British Embassy .
here, addressed to Mr. Pehle, relating to this same - :
patter, : :

We would like to discuss this with you es soon as
possible. I suggest thai White and Pehle, and the men
who are most famillar with this matter in the legal
division, Luxford and DuBois, be preseni at the confer~
ence.

{Signed) Joseph J. 0'Connell, JT

P77 msse W},iﬁ .




m)'ﬁm,m b Vs proposal to i
: actions: for uhe purpose of- Lac111tat—
ing thne evacuaulon of la nunber of Jewis }
Goumanig, . o

nistry have not-heard of this Droposal pr'ev_L ousl and -
are unable. to judge its merits until ‘they have récelvad deualls.
Wiould you let me know whebher you ‘have alv'eady rﬁferred the. mat ter
to tne Us 5. Embassy in London for consultabion with the, :
of Zeonomic arfare under the. Joint Licensin '\dvlcory Comaittee
procedure? If neb, I should be graveful -to: S"details of the ¢
orososal witlen I can transmit myself in resoons, to this requeSu
for information.

/s/ Cuy Thor‘Sll

Tnorold

T J. . Pehle,

U.5. Treasury Department,
Foreign Funds Controly
slashingbon, D C.

CC ~ lessrs. Pehle, Schmildh, Foy, Luylord, DuBo:.s » . }. Bernstein,
and #iss Hodel,




ion siven below is Tor attentidn of Depar

reasury.

£ the Uenervment!'s telsgrem dated Uciober 26,1943, no. 2626,

accordance with standing instructbroils: concerning  issuance
has mow “inforned

objections to provosed licensing

of Jetober &, 1943, noi 6269, wiich wes repcated bo London as no
and is taking the matber up n7ia y -has! besn-instructed.

014 consent for issudncé of license.in bhe meantines

Consequently, if I am empected %o comply with Treasury Department!s -
jesires expressed in your tolegréam .under. reference in’opposition. to

present 3rivish position or in advance ioi"'t'geir subsequent, concur—

rence, specific instructions would ve greatly’ ajpreciatad.-

The~ foregoing message was repeated to- London for. the information

of our Embassy there.

HARRTISON

¢/c nessrs. Penls, Fox, Schmidb, Iawford, DuBois; .l Bernstein
and }iss Hodel ’ :

... DECLASSIFIED 5 . ]
State D trov, 111727 w0
B ﬂj@ﬁc_ e Vc SEP 19v1972 ‘o

" By-R. H: Parks Dato, S e




TO:

The Secretafy'
Mr. DV:W. Bell
Mr. Gaston

FHK
" Miss Aiger
Mr. Bartelt
Mr. Chas. Bell
Mr. E. M. Bernstein

Mr. Broughton
Mr. Cairns
WMiss Chatfield
Mr. Walfer Day
Mr, Dietrich
Document Room
Mrs. Farrell
Mr. Feidler

Mr. I. Friedman
TMr. A, U. Fox
Mr. Heffelfinger
Mr. Hoffman

Mr. BElmer Irey
Mr. ¥. R. Johnson
Mrs. Kern :

Mr. Klaus

Mr. Kuhn

Law Library °

Mr. Manning

Mr, 0’Connell
Mr. Pehle

Mrs. Ross

Mr. Schmidt

Mr. Schwarz

Mr. Shea

Mr. Stewart

Mr. Tietjens

Mr. Wenchel

Mr. White

FROM: MR. LUXFORD - Room 174

Sullivan: -
Mr . UChompgon |

reoAvnold
Brenaer

ri Carolan: .
. Cassoday

. 000k

“Golding-
Miss, Hodsl

My, Johngton
tir. - Kehly =
Miss Klein

Mr.: Kutdgh =
Mr. Lawlér o
Mi. Lesser ..
Mr. Linville
Mr. Locker
Miss Mayer -
Mr, Minskoff .
Mr ., Moore- - .
Mr.: Moskovitz
My, J. Murphy
Mr. . Parker:

Mr.: Proctor

“Mr. " Rains

Mr. W.H. Reeves -
Mrs.Rogan-

Mr., R, Schwartz -

Mr. -Beay:

Mr. Sommérfield
Mr. Stasse

Mr.: Yarner
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The VSe"cr,étaryv'x . ' A #Uhidmg o

Yr. Paul

oL Mr. Luxford mentioned to me your request for & memorendwn
 .regarding some of the background on the proposal for the evacuation
Coe- of«J'ewish,refuge,es,frqm Rumenias - - ol : :

. In the latter pert of June, the State Department forwarded
%o us certaiil cebles received from Bern, Switzerland relating to = .. -
this matter.. In substance, the World -Jewish Congressa in Switgerland -~
is attempting to work out a way to evaouste up to 70,000 Jews from
Rumanis at & cost of approximetely $170,000. -These funds would be
paid to the Rumanian officlals ‘in local currency by well-to=do. - :
fumanisn Jewish merchents who would be reimbursed at black market .
rates either in dollars or Swiss frencs to be -blocked and-held in’.-

 trust for them until after the war.. .The entire operation would be -

* directed from Switzerland by en agent of the World Jewish Congress,

who, in turn, would:work through underground "chennels with
prominent members of the Jewish Congress -in Rumenis, RS
S s T L SR L

Shortly thereafter Dr. Mahun Goldmenn and Jewes Wise.of
the American Jewish Congress celled to discuss this matter in-a
preliminary way with us.  On July 15 & conference was held with
Messrs., Reams, Meltzer and Kuppinger of the -State Degartm_ent con=:
cerning this proposel. }r. Reems, Foreign Service Officer, - .-
presently mssigned to the European Division, end-also assigned-as
State Department's refuges expert, threw cold water on the -7
proposal on the grounds that ’i).t would be probably impossible to :

- ——work outfasfafpraotioalfmatter,satisfactbryfanriﬁggments with the -
Rumenian suthorities end that the transporiation of any persons ... '
evacuated could only be arranged with Germen consent which would- -
not be fortheoming. - He further pointed out the fact that under.
the provisions of the British White Paper, only about 80,000 Jews
can be admitted to Palestine and he said he did not know of eny.
other areas Lo which the remaining. Jews could be evacuated since
the Turkish Government has refused entry to Jewish refugees aud .
so far es the North Africa erea is concerned, the military
authorities have, for military reasons, been unwilling to permit
their entry into Africe. As e metter of faot, it was indicated -
thet the United: States Chiefs of -Staff had decided that refugees

could not be -admitted even in Dakarrfo:r'_militgry:pe’asons, 5 but




2.

that it was belisved that the President was about: to overrule this—
declsion, ‘ : e e SRR T e s T

P ) B T et I R
: ‘MF, Meltzer, on the other-hand, stressed the point of wiew . .
" that this pr'oposal was not based on a govermment to government @ - -
. arrangement with Rumenia but rather on underground methods and that
© it was difficult to say et this point that suoh methods might not:.
" be suceessful in at-least %etting some Jews out of Rumania, :Resams.
= ptated that within o very few deys they expscted to get o complete”
= “Peport from the Americsn Ambassador -in Turkey whiekl might throw. == Sl
" gome light on the problem and it was agreed that ss soon s this LT T
report. was received . we-would. discuss the matter agein. s )

This matter was again-digcussed here in the Tressury with

Mr, White and myself and it was agreed thet we would license the . .-
transaction on- the basis of the facts before us and:on July 16 we . ]
advised Meltzer of State, informally, thai-the Treasury was: prepared
to approve the transaction, - Shortly thereafier Meltzer of State -
sent a draftiof a proposed cable to our Mission’in Bern over:to us
for approval. We approved this cable in substence, meking o few . -

¥ .. suggestions s to language, The propossl submitted to.Bern in the:-
ceble was in effect the following; i ' a

A blocked account would beé established in® the United States. '

by the American Jowish Congress for reimbursement of those persons

who advanced funds:in comnection with the evacuation of the Jewish
refugees from Rumania: end from Frence, Ho funds would be paid from
such account until the end of the war but portions of it would be
earnmerked from time to time in the name of the individusls who had
actually edvanced funds under the proposal. Under the plen no -
foreign exdhenge would be made avallable to the enemy.

July 28 we received a letter from Dri StepheiS. Wise -~
of the American Jewish Congress with which he enclosed a letter - -~
vhich he hed sent to the President urging approval of the proposal.

On July 3% we advised the Améerican Jewish Congress that we wers
prepared fo teke the necessary asction to implement the propesal.
Shortly thereafter the President transmitted to us the letter which

he had reteived from Dr, Wise for a guggested reply. It was our
feoling that the President speaking as the head of this Government -
should bé able to give Wise an authoritative stetement on this matter,
With this in mind we got in touch with Meliger of the State-Department
to obtain State's approval for telling Wise thaet both State end..
Treasury were sympathetic to the proposal and thet Treasury was.. .
prepared to license 1t-and that the details were being worked out.



between Bern and Washington at this time. We told Meltzer that we
were anxious to get en lmusdiate reply. Heltzer wes sympathetic
but pointed out that the matter was one which wes meeting with
considerable opposition within the State Department and that
ball on the matter, After several

= unsuccessful effonts to obtain a definite statement from Mr. Moltzer

‘we callsd Dr. Feis. Dr. Fels sald he was going to raise the
question with Seoretary full end wowld cell us back the next day.
Next dey Dr. Feis advised us that the matter wes still on Secretary
Hull's desk and mede it clear that he had done his best. to.get the
proposal approved. - AT

- We told Dr. Feis that unless we could get an immediate
reply from State we would have to so sdvise the President. He
suggested that the best way to get the result we wanted would be for
you to call Secrelary Hull sbout the matter, You decided to send
Hull e letter instead. Before receiving Hullfs reply, Neltzer
called DuBois end told him thet he had been instructed by the Stete: .
Department to sey that Stete Depariment hed no cormense to make on -
the proposel but that 3%tate wou%& Taise 10 Objeotion T . the Treasury
Degartment ssuing e license in respsct to the trenssction. ~Meltzer
mede it clear that he felt that the State Department's method of
handling the matter made no sense and further indicated his bitter
resentment of the way the matter was bein handled. He told DuBois
thet he would like to discuss the matter %n detail with him after he,
Meltger, "was in the Army". . :

It is perfectly apparent to us from our dealings with the
State Depertment on this issue thet there is & very bittep fight
going on in the State Depertuent regarding the whole refugee question.
While it is d1ffiocult to pierce the veil of secrecy surrounding the
isaue in State, there is reason to belleve thet the Forsign Service
officer group are the ones resisting proposals for assistance to the
refugees., In this conpection, Drew Pearson hed en erticle in his
column in the Weshingfon Post on August 9 dlpbussing the fight going
on in the State Department regarding the Jewish refugee problem. In
such column he indlcated that Major Generel Pat Hurley had agreed
with I Seud, the poweriul Arab lesder that the Jows gshould be
driven from all Arab lends, including Palestine. The article goes
on to state that upon Hurley's return to this country the State:
Department prepared e new poliocy for the approvel of the White House




-4 =

and the British Government and that this golis:y would bar any further
discussion of Palestine and the Jews until after the wer, He'sald:
that, the parties {ushh;% this in the State Department were Wallace
I&uri(ay, Hull's political sdviser on the Nesr Bast, Adolf Berle and

~ Herold Hoskins, who formerly worked for Berle, slthough he is now
in the Army. Pearson indicated that London hed furned down' the -

: %aopo‘sgd poliey but thet following pressure from Weshington they .

- had yielded; thet mesnwhile news of the maneuver had leaked out . -
and some of the President’s advisers including Judge Rosenman “and . -
‘Beruch emphatically op}zgsed closing the door to eny discussion of-
the question at this time and that Wise oame to see the President:
regarding the matter, The artlcle goes on to say that Wise .
persuaded Reosevelt to postpone declsion for a while, Meanwhile,
the Staete Department has been trying to get Secretary Stimson to
go along with Hull but that Stimson hes indleated that he favors
a frenk disoussion of the problem end so fer has not yielded,. A
copy of Pearson's article 1s attached. R TR

From the og osition with which the instent propesal hes
been met by some fao gona within the State Department it is possible
to tie Pearson's article into the State Department attitude on the .
Rumsnian refugee proposal, : :

0f course the line adopted by the Foreign Service Officers:
in North Africe is certainly consistent with the theory that they
are the ones opposing assistance to the Jewish refugees, In this
connection you may be interested in the attseched memoréndum )
prepared by Mr. DuBois while he was in North Africa, after having
discussed with Consul General Wiley the question of releasing
Jewish refugees from the goncentration cemps in North Africe, On
January 18, 1943, Wiley stated his strong opposition to the immediate
removel of the Jews from the camps. You cen get the full flavor
of that eonference only by reading DuBois! memorendum.

There 18 also attached & copy of the ceble sent by State
to Bern which you requested Luxford to obtain for you,

o e
gueee 8
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(pictated over the $elephone by Hr. ﬁaltzer’&/ll/h}A,é:15'§.ﬁ.) : <o

Ho. 1ssé. August 6, 19B3, 5 p.m. . N 7
naeference; Your telegram 2U6l, 8/20/u%; Bepartment’s’telegzam'IQHQ. :

My 25; your telegram 3657, June 14,

Tremsury is prepared to issue & licenase required Tor the
following arrangements. These arrangements are in conneetion”
_with proposals nade by ropresentatives of the Ameriean Jewish .
~=ejghgress {or evacustlon and rolief of Jewish refupees in Framee = =~
and Hamanial '

. (a) There would be established in a bank in the United States
(not 3witzerland) a blocked aseount by deposit of funds by private
groups in the United States for reimburseaent of persons in
occupied and other aress who would furnish lecal currency oF
gervicee neceseary in relation to the evacuation of Jewish refugess
(a) from France to Spain or Horth Africa and {b) from Buoania.
There would be allocsted in favor of the persons furnishing such
currency or services certified by an agent of the World Jewish
Congress aoceptable to this Government the funds in such_blooked
acoount. It would be stipulated by Treasury: - e A

(1) Until the end of the war and in no event without
the approval of said agent of the Weorld Jewigh Congress no funds:
would be pald from such ascount for any purpofe. .

(2) It would be only in connection with the evnonation
expenses thaet this arran%ement would be aveilable, The establish-
ment of such sceount or the employment of funds under suoch i
arrangenent for relief in contradistinction to eveouation would
not be permitted by Treasury.

(3) A prohibition of assignments of interent or
expectancies in such account would be imposged. c

(b) Treasur{ requents your opinion and that of Dr. Rliegnserx
as to vhether gsuch & program would permit the acquisition of the
required francs and lel. According to Treesury the following
ghould be borne in mind: : .




s
-yl .

(1) During the war thers muet not be made avallable
any foreign exchsnge in enemy or snemy~-oooupled territory.

{2) There must be reduced to an pbsolute winlmum the
nomslbility of funde ultimately resching pereons who have neither
furnished locsl currency or services. You should also indicate
ine amount of funde which 1% ig believed by Dr, Hiegner would be
necessary for initial operations which should bo deposited to the
inited States aceonnt referred to in paragraph (a). S

- 7(el If thig program in your opinion and that of Dr. Riegner
will not permit sequisition of the required local currency it is.
requested by Tressury that you pubmit your suggestions ae to -
slternstive means which would make such acquisition poseible and

vhieh would not gonflict with the conditions llsted above.
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FOR:

SEE:

Amendment to this License
Extension of this License . , . ., , .
Renewal of this License . . ... . . . . .

Correspondence concerning this application

CROSS- REFERENCE ON .- ..... -

Other (Specify)
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VARATHIRASE ;F THLEGRAM SEFRT -

FROM1 secretsry of Stste, vnshington

TO? Americar Legation, Beran?
- ATED: June %, 1944
WIHMBEAY 1608

X

Pay'nent* of 18,487 frnncs to .;eill;ﬁwnn By ﬁiwner,‘/
sugpe sted in the Legntion’s telegrem of May 11 1944 Ho. - 2891
end payments to WOme"/&n-:r Levy, upon thelir a;'rlva]. in switzerlend,
of the Swise franc equlvslent of the amout}tsttﬁurohésed from tileni'
sre suthorived by the Tre&pury Depértmant. ”‘hé 'author‘e’ation
given cbove is= sublect to both Riegner and you baing sﬁiatied
tuet thece individuels sre bonafide refugees md intend to T
remsin in Switverlsnd for other neutral tem‘itory or territory

A

whileh: tne Allles control an® other then in Switzerlgnp no 7

Pal
such peymente should be made. =
&
£
STETTINIUS
{Acting)
DCR:INBIYHL 8/7/44
DECL. ASJII‘IED

State Dept. Letter, i- gEP 1 9 1972

By R H. Porks Date o as
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. eferonce Lupntion's 2991 dited ey 1L, 194k freneny
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indre 5 4 e ond Loy, ugon
Lhiiéa:mvw 95y %j.i:zérlené; {hc Swies i‘é:iné:fé&;ui\iaiéﬁt oi’ . e B
f&grzé%,arrztg; gmréb:zscﬁ sromn} et 3 i 71%,«_;7_(,;',?1 g ,‘ : -
o ; ek Psons aaﬁ Long me_‘wx"«,i‘umeﬁ amd intﬂ*xd
Lo pomgin in &mtzez‘lwd or o ir}%eﬁtxﬁf&? LerTitory ox* temtom R
under ailiecik,aoﬁt}ml 7
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Ade

In reply nledde: S S o . Ll 3
oo refer fm R0z, ol L -

ef e I. dj.vvs:l.au,
Ert”ent of o%.atc..r

Frow S ;Jrv.:.s iy uchmmt

. “b.llr

L nefercuce is @
1944, Prom . the American Leg?tisr‘ ’sem, oﬁ:t
sgorebsry of -Btste, in which inguiry is made on b
Hr, x'ﬂepner, rosresentative in Jwitgerland of the ¥
Jeudsht Sangress, whether pe\y«mnt ‘for French franes: zxcquvrsd
by him fron eerbain-individuels’in Frence. under provisions
o:.' ‘1icense No, H+2118 may be 1o _such: persons iq Swiss
'fr‘.ncs upon ‘blm L rriv_al,i: ; .

B¥y o!ne atteched: oible; ini:
urler referancé, -

an chabion, Berny .=
zhie b6 the Depart-

: . lt. .:11‘ be fnr

. T ’ rcg.y 46 the inquity made in the: telegrs
- nay be despatehed sromptly ho the Amer]

“Hwitzeriand,. through the I’amllbiu 4

sment of Siate,.

'y

rleas,e 1nfor .“r. fia Be Farke, the Foreign I ands -
. Goribrol liaigon Offlcer:with the ver Hofugoe Toard when such
W : cable is despatoheds

Auhocluaente

REPavketjfh' 5-23-4k. . S




rSecretar‘ of State,

) Uay 11, 1944

Reference is- made herew1th to Legation's 1fay 2

i telegram No. 2794. -

six additlonal financial transactions are reported

'by Riegner.: Three million brench francs were purchaSed i'
for swiss franes 49,500 from Stitelma  in transaction '

five. agents in frnnce negotiated transactions six to :

: nine inclusive with Jews 1n Frence as rollow

ueiligmann French francs ‘one’; million for Swiss francs

. : - 16 667 Rene aormd/same total; GeorgeVSarm and Levy ] B
. Prench francs 1 ;600,000 for Swiss 26 667, Ance "forms/ 7, R
) '@“}éﬁ » French francs 500 000 for Swiaa francs 6 535. Bicket
;T% ,/4/' supplied ¥rench francs three million for Swiss 54 000
?)%?j%,/’/ 1n bransactlon ten. In accordance with license Y 2115,
v d}kbﬁ { clanse A2 Riegner stdtes proceeding to establish 1n »
Union Bank of Switzerland, owiss francsrblocked accounts
tor beneficiﬂries transactions aix th‘onéh nine. o s S P

“eccrding to Riegner, Seiligmann has now eecaped to

Switzerland and formsr inquires whether 1nstead of
being held 1n blocked account, “uisl francs can’ be paid
to Sniligmann.' It is also expected that Whrms and

B nmqmqsrrmn L Levy

1972




Levy will srrive in Switzerland and he requests per-

mission to pay them Swiss francs when they arrive in

that country. —

HARRISON

DCR* EBH
5/15/44




MAY 10 1944

Dear Dr. Wise:

‘the follewing confidential message for you from Dr. Riegner
has been received through the fmerican Legation in Bern:

"I gubmit herewith report of further activities. ) T 7 =

= "Having eountervalue of 134,834 Swiss francs, have trans-
"mitted during last month a further 8,100,000 Swiss france
for evecuation. Including groups from Holland and Belglum,
during the last months an avarage of sixty per month’
crossed the frontier. During the first half of April
46 young Jews evacuated to Spaln, while during the second
half, an additional fifty are to cross and have probably
reached the frontier already. During the coming weeks
this number will be increased as it is the most favorable
time since spring. We are constantly receiving news from
persons who arrived in Spain safely. In assisting Jewish
children to cross the Spanish frontier, the Jewish resistance
is equally active. HRecently the first group of 25 children
: ware brought to Spaln. Jewish resistance is largsly responsible
for their rescue. Hidden persons, especlally those in particu-
lar political danger, are also being assisted by Jewish re-
sistance. Having denounced end sold Jews to (ermany, several
spaecial groups of four to five young Jews ere charged with
punighment and elimination of traltors. Including reports
of imerican Jewish Congress, the resistance has published
. an illegal newspaper coritaining instructions to French Jews
and news of Jewish life throughout the world. Arrest of the
printer has temporarily suspended publication.

"Request traensfer of maximum funds possible in view of very
satisfacotory reports. In the wastern countries the coming
weeks may be the last chance for resculng Jews.




"This report contains confidentisl information and sh
in no way be disclosed.”

Very truly yours,

{21gned) 1. W. Pehle

J+ ¥. Pehle
Executive Dirsetor

=~ Dr. Stephen 5. Wise,
World Jewish Congress,
1834 Broadway,
 sew York 23, hew York.

ould




PARAPHRASE OF TE.FRRAM A8ET

FROM$ Seoretary of Statse, Wanshingbon ;
701 Ameriean I-eg;a'tipnl' Rern” '

DATZ hay 11, 1944

FUsH 1640

L 4

Yo, 187 and of February £, Ho. 411,

- *L»spaﬁme‘nb' s ¢gbles of Japvary 20,

a;-g FeSAriOR to herewith, E ; B

'-eceigg: {B) of lleense Ho. ¥-2115, insued to tha Yorld Fewish Oongress,
}E«g}@_@n a;.EsEndad by Lreasary, The following is the substonce of Gaction (1)
&8 ‘éﬁ:rl’n &

) Individual licensss authorlzing the nse of specific quantities

pursusnt to this licenme will be ionued by the Treesﬁry. and theAtotal
sumzs represented by claims against eny blocked account ;{urauant tov this
N ligeuse, vius the suns pald out or otherwise obligated pﬁrsuant horaﬁy@éi
shall not ezcead the total mmount in dollavs’ (or the foreimm purrenaiﬁ :
egnivalent thereof) which the Tressury eo'apauifioally authox’izas.‘ ' H

ig- license to the dYorld Jewish Uongress to remit to Dt;, Riegnor jbrﬁer
Swiss franc”equivalent of $10@,060 has now been issusd Ly Treasury, Vin
addition to remittances which Treasury has previouvsly lioensed for'uu
pursuant $o license Ho, Y-2118B, Dr, Riesnerlis 0 be a{ivind of. the’
foregoing, -

‘These opsrations have been m approved by the Treasury, ¥ar
Refugee Board and Department, ‘

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

SEP 19 1972

By R. H. Parks Date,

!




kil

S e

Jubject: table to dern relxlive to amend
jemed bo Lhe norld Jewish Cong

The su‘cgect license, it wili be recslled, nus amsnded by
tetber {Ho. 59319) on vay 5, 1944, to provide that "the total amount
‘of funds paddé sut or set us in blocked accounis or othervise oblipgebad
under the terms of this license zhall not excecd ths awpunt of dollays
{or the foreign currency c.uivalent thorsof) mthorized by spscifie
frossury license t¢ be used under this license” and to provide for its
ex~iration on Lctober 31, 1944 .

ve -iegelmen, of the «T.1. Division of the Department of State,
to whom & oraft =f the mbject csbls io Shé lmerican Legabion in Dern was
directed, celled iiis office this woralng «nd susgested that the reference
to the expiration ©ate of the subjoet license be omlibed so that the lega-
tion wiould be relieved of the responsibility of determinling whether the
license had been renewed or not, ;ointing out that it would be simpler to
merely adviss it that the License had explred in the svent it were rot
rencwed,

My, si'Flaherty, ¥ise Hodel, znd I were cgresd that it would be
simpler to sdvise the Legation that the license had expired by its terms ,
and not been renewed, if that were the ocame, Lhan to advlse it of ocach
renevel of such license. ‘Yhis procedurc would also place this lleense;
so far as the lLegation in ¥ern is concerned, on the suwue basls as all
the other Jicenses issued 1n connection with evacuation operations in
enany torritory. i

. 4r. Megslman wes advised, thersfors, that the refersnce to
the expiration dste of lleense Ho. =2115 might be omitted from the Lext
of the cable tronmnitted to bim under cover of sur lebier dabed day 5,
1944 (Ho. 57570)e Hr. ilepgelman stated trat he would confirm in sriting
that this changs in the cable had been wade,

e

go1 Xiss Hodel, #r, O'Flaherty

RBParkesjfh 5-0-44



MEMORANDUM ) o

For attachment to:
FFC Letter No:
Date:

7 Project No,:

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control

:, " FROM: Viar Refugee Board

Subject: B,elief and evacuation operiticns in enemy or enemy-occupied '
territory.

There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter datedApril 28, 1944

fron the World Jewish Congress . dealing with resittsnce
of equivalent of $100,000 to representative in Ewitzerland for evacuation

{0 places of safety of persons in enemy or enenw-occupied territory whose
lives are in imminent danger,

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treas\.iry 7 .
[ ]

licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution

of the project contemplated in the letter desecribed above,

Remarks:
F, Hodel e
For the Var Refu-ee Doard
—————
Action:

Basic license No, V- I115tssaeq:

Remittance License No. 159“96 v ,»/7". eemes TET Sy o !
ance Lice ' LZy /
Other: Iottor o e ey :.‘ ’nu T A /
Sl , (oot -
N Y Liaison Off{cer S

i
4
Foreign Funds Control ll




e

In reply please
refer tor 59319

Sirs:

The vwar Refuges Board has transmitted té this Departument

a copy of your lettor dated April 28, 1944, in which you request
it to recomuend the issuance of & licenss permitting you. to romid
the Swiss {rene oquivelent of $100,000 to your representative in
Geneva, Switzerland, Dr, Riegner, to be ussd by him in comnection
with the activities contemplated in license lo. VW=2115, ae amended
February 4, 1944.

Purguant to the x'ecoméndaﬁion made to this Department

by the #ar Refugee Board, sestion 2 and sectlon & of license Ho.
%=2115 are hercby amonded to read, respectively, as follows:

Sestion 2 "The tobal amount of funde paid out or

get up in blocked accounts or otherwise obligsted under
the terms of this license shall not excesd the amount
of dollars (or the foroign currency equivalent theye-
of} suthorized by speeific Treasury licenses to be
uged under this license." . . :

section & "This license shell expire on October 31,
19443 1t is subject to the rrovisions of Executive .
Order No, 8389 of April 10, 1940, as amended, and
the regulations lssued thoreundsr, and may He roe
voked, modlfiddy, or declared void at any time ab

the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury scting
diractly or through the agensy through which the 1i-
cense was issued, or hy any other agency desipgnated

by the Jccretary of ths Trzasury.!

You are informed that in the ovent the activitics contem

plated in liconso Ho, #i=2115 are to be continued after the date on
whloh sush license expires, this Department will be rleased to cor=




aider renewing the license for & further psriod of eix monbthg,

The Americen Legation at Born, Smltzerland, 4s being
netified of the foregoing wnendment and requested to dnfornm Dy,

Hegnsrs ‘The Foderal Reserve Dank of ¥ow York has boen suthoriged

to iszaue 19 you a llcense to offeet the transfer of the Swias frane
quivelsnt of §100,000 to your representotive in Bwitzerland through
the fasllities aveilable to this Govsruasnt.

torld Jewish Congresns,
330 weat 4lZnd Gtreet,
Hew York 18, New York,

RBParkesJfh 5-2=44

Very traly youwrs,

Jrvis A, Selmddt
Aoting Director




In reply please
refer to: 59320

25

o @ Chivf, .. T» 1. Division
Departaent of Gtote

From:s wrvls A, E

sybention:

1t will be apreciated 1f the attsched eable,
relstive to an sdditional smendment %o lieense Ho.
.=2L15 issued to the Horld Jewish Qongress, New York,
How Yorlk, may be despatched immcdlistely to the Amerdesn
Legation, Bern, Switwerland, through the facilities
svailable o the Uepartment of State. o

Please advise kv, H. B« Parks, the Foreign

Funds Control Liaison Officer with the War Refuges
soard when such cable is despatched,

Lttachment.

RBParketfh 5-2-44




DRAFT OF CABLE TG BERN

Please adviss Iir, Gorhart Rlegner, represéntat.ive in Swibzerland
of the world Jewish Congress, Hew fork City, thet the Tressury Departe
ment has amended Seetion 2 of license o, H=2115; as smended Februsry 4,
1544, to rsad as foilows: 7

"Phe total amount of funds pald out or set up in’ blocked

aceounts or otherwise obligated undef the terms of this

license shail ot excead the amount of dollars ior the fereiga

curreaey equivslent thereof) authoriged by specifie Treasury

Jicenses to be used under this license."

This licensze is further emended to provide for its expiration on
October 31, 1944. The Troasury Department has informed the licenses,
however, thet it is orepared to gonsider the rengvwal of tlﬁs J.icense at,i
its explration in the event bhe setlivities liccnsed therein have not
been completed. This smendment is in conﬁection with a Treénmfy-license
issued to the world Jewish Congress to remit to Dr. Rlegner the Swise
franc equivaleat of $100,000 in addition to the remittances previcusly
licensed. It has the approval of the Department, the 'u‘lax; Refugse Board

and the Treasury.

REParketifh 5-2-4k
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In reply slease
raefer tor 59321

Uenr Ve vavies

Por your inforsmblon zad the come
plotion of your files, tiere is enclosed hersuith
2 gopy of a letter addressed under oven date, to
the world Jewlah Congress, 33%. -est 42nd Streot,
Hew York, :lew York, omendlng license do. #=2115,
&s =oended February 4, 194k

slncersly yours,

Orvis As Sehmiét
Aicting Pirector

ip. dorman Py Davis,

Hanager,

Foreign Funds Control Departiment,
Federsl Rescrve Bank of Hew York,
Hew York, Hew York,

ENClogura,

. RBParkesJfh 5-2-44

i
|




NY 625189
ypsasnb
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- mbtorised @ !

- e 13, te rosib

LA SUG0 bo70r, Gorhort Elegner,

15 pogor . snes iy S, HeRLLDg

of sseount, 48 aubrorised to ooy the

Cesapve fdank of Ciov Yoxk fov ersdit o the

soyen desLgpinted heveln, oF

of dsw Yerk

fyom bhe Federsl Baserve

o uptlsow

o alted Lol ome Sdcenns sxodves apheber By Lisk.

TRICRIENTEIEN PR TN

lense

¢ oes y of Migonus o 4 wore, Federsl Bauerve tans of don Jork,

trange o Tor aumaitzrian purgdace

Axatssaled) 2.h-8

apParke: JEh  5-2-kk
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEORAM RECEIVED

FHROME Amertiean Legation, Bern

T3 3ecretary of Ztate, “ashington

DATED: ¥ay 2, 1944 ' MIACT R ?‘%3"’ g“%ﬁ“ii

#U¥BERY 2704 7 - o é}%%gh E;b o ‘ T
X ' . —_— - S RN

Aefercnge my 2601, dated twenty-sescond of April. = . -

=7 it 13 resuested by Rilegner that thers be forwarded
to the iorld/Jewiah-inngress the following mossagel
I submit herewith report of furtﬁer soti-
vities, vhich ig in se~uence to ny Harchras
report, transmitted by the Legatlon's no. 1851,
of ¥arch 2B.
Having sountervnlue of 134,834 Swlass fronas,
have transmitted during last month a further

8,100,000 3wles francs for evacuation, In=

eluding groups from Hollandvand Belgium,”
v during the last menths sn average of alxty per
month crossed the frontier. During the firat half

of April 46 young Jews evacuated to Spailn, while

Auring the aecond half, an additional rifty are to oroes
and have probably reached the frontler already. During
the ocoming weeks Yhis number will be incressed as 1t is
the most favorable time nince spring. Ve are

conatantly receiving news from peraons who arrived

in

{.ettor, 1-11-72

SEP 19 1972 1

By R 1. Parks DAate an



e

in %pain aafely., In assisting Jewizh children to
¢rose thoe Spanlish frontier, the Jewiash resisﬁance
15 eoually astive, ecently the firet group of 26
“hildren were brought to Spaln. Jewlsh resiptance
1a largely responsible for their resocuc, Hidden
:ﬁreons, agpeclally those 1nrparticu1ar pollti@nl
;;nger, are 82180 belng nssizted by Jewlsh resistanae,
é;vlng Genounged nﬁd anld Jews to Germany, aeveral
%geoial groups of Tour to fivg young Jawas are sharged
ﬁ%th punishment and eliminatien of traitors. Ineluding
reporie of Awerican Jdewleh Congress, the resistange
has published an 1llegal uewspaper sontaining ;
inatructions to Yrench Jewa and news of Jewlsh 1life
irroughout the world, Arrest of the printer has *
teaporarily suspended pubiiocation,

he:ueatﬂ tronsfer of maximum funds possible in
view of vary satisfuotory roports. In the

weatern sountries the comlng weeks may be therlaat

shanae for renouing Jews. T e

This report contains oonfidentinl information

2nd ghould in no way be disnlosed,

The nane Reignor ap.cars as the algner of thé

foregoing meassage,

HARMIBON




CoOPY

DEPARTHENT OF STATE

Division of World Trade Intelligence

June 1, 1944

WRB - Mr, Perke

. - P
Your reference 72202, Hay 25 /(& w ’; //J

Please be advised that the telegrem enclos ed in the ;

. above reference has been prepared for dispatch to Berm. You

will receive s paraphrase in due course througﬁ the normal

channels.

" (signed W.I.R.{

williem I, Riegelman

WT:WIR:AMN
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rewT b vrebe of Swiss francs 1,70 per hundred #ranch francs.

It is stated by lilegner thut he is

.5 on continuation of reseuc actlon in Urance

. %1 i of Jewlsh srouns to Spain from Beleiium,™

ce continues without inteerupticn. A& de- |

re-ors on tless averatlons is promised .by nim,

HARRIGON

i VLY 52 v 1108

TN
(LNCCE BOVYD
HECEVAED
- DECLASSIFIED -

State Dept. Lettor, 1-11- .
SEP 19 1972

By R. H. Parits Date e

e et e e
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¥URM TFEL-1 {Speecial) ] ; N
TREASURY DEPARTMENT License . 2115 as amended # -
Foreign Funds Control ' - e 3

’ Dater FEB 4 1944

LICENSE
(GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF EXECUTIVE
ORDER NO. 8389, OF APRIL 10, ,940, AG AMESDED,
AND THE REGULATIONS ISSUED THEREUNDER)

To__Horld Jew. Congre :

(Name of licenses)
- 330 fes d Street, New York, N.Y.
- _{Address of licensee

=

Eirst

1. In order to arrange for the evacuation to places of safety or relative safety
a6 snall pe selected by your representatlve of persons in enemy or enemy-ocoupled
territory whose lives are in imminent danger and, pénding possible evacuatlon, to
sustain and safeguard the lives of such persoms, your represerdative in Switzerland
{including such agents as he may appoint) is hereby licensed notwithstanding the
srovisions of General Ruling No. 11 to communioate with persons in enemy or enemy=-
occupied territory in any manner he deems necessary or expedient and to take all
other appropriate action, including the acquisition of necessary funds, goods or
services from persons in enemy or enemy-occupled territory againgt payment in
accordance with the terms of this license. The necessary funds to {inance such
operations may be obtained by any of the following methodss

(a) The first method is the purchase of currency or exchange of the
country in which the operations are to be effected: from persons in
switgzerland who your representstive, after consulting with the
United States Legation in Bern when feaslble, is reasonably certain
have held such currency or exchange sin¢e prior te the freezing of
such country by the United States, or have sings acquired such currancy
or exchange in such manner as has not benefited the enemy. ‘The sellers
of such curremncy or exchange may be relmbursed thersfor in Swiss francs
at the prevailing unofficial rates of exchange in Switszerland.

(b) The second method ls the acquisition of lacal ocurrencies or exchange from
persond in enemy or enemy~-ocoupied territories for which reimbursement
%11l not be made until after tne war. In order to insure reimbursement
after the war to the persons supplying such currencies or exchange, blocked
accounts may be established on your books in the United States, or in a
bank in the United States or a bank in Switserland, No paymentamay be
made from any such blooked account #ithout the specific approval of the
Treasury Department and no assignments may be made of any intereést in
guch blocked account without such approval,

(c) The third method should not be used 1f it is feasible to obtain the local
funds by sither of the first two methods. The third method is the acquisi-
tion of the necessary local funde, goods or services from persons in enemy
or enemy-occupied territory againat payment in free exchange or free

currency notes. Your representative should take reasonable steps to avold

such foreign exchange or free ourrency notes being paid to persons who
i1l make it available to the enewy.




- 2 -

Swigs rrancs paid out or set wp in blocked
terms of thls license shall not excead
during the six months! period

2, The total amount oi dollars or
accounts or otherwise obligated under the
428,000 Swiss francs, or the dollar eguivalent thereof,
veginning January 1, 1944.
sentative shoulc keep the American Legation in Switzerland fully
3a1 transactions effected under this 1license, 'In

so far as feasible your representative snould make certain that the psresons from whom
yhegégcalzcurrencies or exchange are purchased are acceptable to the Legation, - Your
’?Fé%": entative shoula satisfy himself that payments to such persons will not benefit

itne'enemy.

3. Your repre
informed with respect to tihe financ

y operations engaged in under this license

L."Periodic reports with regard to.an
by your representative through the United

should be filed with the Treasury Department
tates Legation in Bemn.

5, This license is granted upon the statements and representations filed with
the Treasury Department, and 1s supject to the condition, among others, that you will
comply in all respscts with Executive order No. 3389 of April 10, 1940, as amended,
and the regulations issued thereunder and the terms of this 1license,

6, This license is mot transferable, is subject to the provisions of Executive

sr Ho. 8389, of April 10, 1940, as amended, and the regulatlions igsued thereunder

and way be revoksd, modified, or declared void at any time at the discretion of the
Secretary of the Treasury acting direetly or through the agency through which the

license was lssued, or any other agency designated by the Becretary of the Treasury.

(8igned) J. #. Pehls

J. W, Pehle
Assistent to the Seoretary
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- ' APR 4 19t

Dear Rabbl Mller:

The following confidential message -for you from Gerhart
Riegner’ wns received from Bern through the Americen’ Legaticn under
date of March 30, 19441 -

, ) “io answer your message of Karch 2 concerhing resoue action
R for Bulgarian’dJews the following is sent.

mjotably in the following small towns the BulgarianJJ ews
are concentrated according to information obtained mainly
by Nissim Conforti who is now in Geneva: Lom, Vidin,
Rousse, Vratza, Polvdiv, Razgrade, Xustundl, Pleve, Haskovo,
Jambti and Doupnitgza. These Jews are living in private
buildings and have the right to leave only iwo hours each
day. #lmost all of them sre very miserable. Jewish public
kitchens organized by themselves feed about seventy percent.
with trustworthy persons is all localities Conforti is in

. contact. For local help and especialiy for evacuatiocn to

) Turkey, &ll financial assistance is greatly needed. By
methods one and two of license Y-2115 we still have possi-
bilities for transfer. We are also enquiring possibilities ) .
Red Cross despatches Bulgaria awaiting results.

nEyacuation to Turkey which should be promoted by all means
possible is a most urgent matter. It is requested that you

* intervene urgently and firmly with the Turkish Government
for unconditional issuance of entry visas for Bulgarian Jews
and admit on Turkish frontiers even all those who illegally
present themselves. Absolutely ineffielent are the present
rules which admit the entry of small groups of fifty only
when the preceding fifty have departed from Turkey for
Palestine. The keystone of any real evacuation program is
the intervention of the ¥ar Refugee Board and the United
States Government with the authorities of Turkey to change
their attitude.

TR



-2-

"angelo Koujd ¥djiske is in Turkey with the United States
#ission at present, according to our informution. His

support should be sought for your efforts regarding the

entry to Turkey of Bulgarian Jews and for the granting of
facilities to leave Bulgaria, please intervens with Balabanoff
in Ankars. ¥indly send by cable your intentions for assis-
tance and the results of your demarches. If the Bulgarian
Jews are to be spared the fate of the lungarian Jaws
immediate action 18 necessary. -

"Concerning the large rellef scheme bsing discussed by the
Intergovernmental Commitiee for refugess in London, please
be advised thzt Tntercross in sll probability is unable to
buy food, supplies, etc., because of political developaents
in the Balkans. TFor despatch to Intercross at Geneva which
could distritute from here, I suggest you put fifty to a
aunared thousand ‘merican prepared food parcels at the dig~ -

" posal of the ¥ar iefugee Board. In shipment to Furope
Intercross can probably be helpful. Also most urgent is
this action. -

"Intercross dispatches including medicaments, food, linen
and clothing to Cracow are again officially authorizad
according to official news from the Jewish fielief Center
at Cracow and the German Fed Cross dated karch 12. This
information should be sent to the far Refugee Board.
dumber 115CG,"

1 am sure you will appreciate the extremely confidential
nzture of this message.

Very truly yours,
24} J. W. Panla

) Jd. W, Pehle
kxacutive Director

Rabbi Irving iiller,

World‘Jewisn Congress,
330 West 42nd Street,
New Yorx 183, Kew York.

Ploared
éﬂ M Fa{ilé:a/s/m




PARAFBRASE OF TILEURAKY RECLIVED
The Asprican sinlster, Hern
Pra dewrstary f 2tata, “ashington

- .'

#aran 30, 1244

RUHBLA 1‘;?(46 (9RATION 08K !\QNTRO‘ ﬂ“PY

There followe in substance a megpage from Riegngp tor‘
the ¥orld Jevwish Congress - refeps %o Legatlon'sz eable dated
#aroh 28, number 1802 -

To snscer y.ur mesesge of #areh P ecneerning resous aetion

for Buli.riazh Jdewe tihe following i sent.

dotanly Yo the fullowing sasll towns tho Bulp Prlan szn

arns o-ncanir2tod acsording jnforn tion obtained vainly by
éiﬁ=im Junfarti who ia now in Ggnavar  Lom, Vi<in, Rouecae,
yretes, ielvalv, saggraode, fustunal, rlave, Haslove,  Jemb®i
sn+ Doupnitza, Thusge Jews are living in private bulld&ng? ana
nave the right te¢ lesve enly twe houra emch dey. &1ﬁast'all '
of ther are vapy mlasreile. Jeowish publis kitchens organired
by theags.vea eed abeet sgventy percent, Qlth truatvorthy
paraons in eli loualltiles Gonfortl is lpn centaet,  For 19&511

T help gnc sspecially for evecustion to Turkey, sli financiel ase
zistgnggvlg*gggat;y needed., By methesis ons and twe of license
Yu£118 "6 94111 have possibilities Por transfer, Ye are nlao
znquiring possiblittiass Red Uross deepatchea Bulgarls awnliing
res:1ta,

Evaouation to Turkey whigh ghould Be promoted by all rasna.

poasidle ia n most urgent metter. IT ls reanssted that you

\SSIFIED ‘
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72 intefvens

By R. H. Parks Date_QLL SEP 19 972




2. #1948 from BEhN {zzotian ine)

tatsrvane wrgontly and firmly with the Turileh Ge&nram&ét for -
uancondiitonegl 1sﬁuaﬁae af antry visas for Bulgarian Jews ead
#daitl on Turklish frontiers aven 2ll Trwae who 1llegslly pre-
agnt thesselves. Abaolutsly inefficient are the prossst rules
whleh admit the antry of amnl)! zroups of CLrty only when the

- preoeding fifty have departed fros Turkey for Falestine,  The _ -

rasl evacustlon pragPes iz $he inzsrvention of

Seard and tas Unitsd Staten dovernsant with the
sus! spbtres of Turkey to chafige thely attltuds,

HARKYL A K

DURL DL

¢/1/44
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ERCS
¢

PAVL "HAASE JF TrLLYORIG NRECRIVED

_FR Sy Fhe Amerigen Hinister, Fern
Tl The Bgoretary of state, Hashingbon
R Horeh 30, 1844

Bunas:Re 1%46 {BERCTION 'PR0)

Angele houwjeé Hdjlske 1s in Turkey with tha United Stntes

;, Migelon at pregent, accordin,; $o our laformatlon. His support
LA be 2. bt fur your afferte regavding the sniry to Turksy
of Bulgsrizn Jews ahd far T granting of fretiltisg To leave
fulparis, ols-en Inlervens wigh Ealaannaff in Anksre.  Rindly
“gond bBY cabie your intentions for assistanas #nd tha results of
yaur duinirongg.  If the dulgarlsn Jews are to L zpared the
fate of tos ausarirn Jews lmeediate asction is LeOsaRAry, - -
wonoarning the large relief sohsme being ﬂznauasaa'by the
Invsrgoyeramenial Comeittoe for refugess in Lun&an,’pleaae;be :
nuvlsed toak Interoress is all probability 4s unsble to buy
Tood, susrli-g, ote., beosuss of politissl &avelppmehts ln.tﬁa'
Balhens. For deepatoh %n Interercss nt Geneve whioh covld
Zistribute fros here, [ sugizest you put £4fty to a hundresd
thougand smertcen nreparsd food parcels at thoe diapveal of the
Yar Hafugwee Board, In shipment to Burope Interoross oan probe
adly be nelpful, Alsc most urgsnt ia ihla antion, -
Interoroas dispatehes including medicamants, food, 1inan
and elothlng to Oragow are ageln of flcially authnrized ascsording
to official uews

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Datey P19 1972



Re #1546 fro. Bara {B8ection Twoe)

to ofticial newe from the Jawvish Reliefl Junter at Cracow abd
tha Germen et Urose dates Yarch 12. Thias inforsation should
Le zent £ Bhe war Hefugee Board, The Topsgalng le2 algned by

dernnrrt Bleaner. Rush oy 11600,

Ex o cuB8ade - . ' -
= BAEARTBOR
ngr vkl

4/1/44




" MENORANDUM
For attachment to: 4 -
- .77 *UFEG Letter Noi''
Date: MAR 31]944
Project Ho,:
TO: . Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control

FROM: War Refugee Board

-gubject; Evacuatlon of refugess.

_There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter dated M“ch 27, 1944

from the World Jewlsh Congress dealmp‘ with remitt.ance
to Dr. Riegner in Geneva the sum of $30,000 on basis of License H=2115,

as amendedy for the evacuation to places of safety of persons whose lives
are_in imminent danger.

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasur§

licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting ‘the ‘execution

of the project contemplated in the letter described above.

Remks.WW £ & ,,,,/& ;«WM@ %/y

Specizl freilitiszs ro Swiss francs
Tor the War Refusee Board
Action:
Basic license Na. Vi= issued

Remittance License No, Depuad I 618129 issued f=3
Other:Letter No., 59312 dated 4-3-44 X

Liafsch Officer
_Foreign Funds Control

. A , o
Date: APR 3 1944~ ‘ :




B
In reply please
rofeor tor 59312

Sirst

The war Hefugee Board has tranesitbed to this Depart=
? . ment & copy of your letter dated Harch 27, 1944, in which you
. - requost the Board's assistance in sscuring licenses to remdt to
Y hlegner in CGeneva, swibtzerland, the sum of £30,000 for dis-
< bursement in ascordance with the provisions of license oy T=2115
ag amended on February 4, J.‘“AL, and the sum of 8,010 received
from the Itslisn Community in Rio de daneire for rellsf to Itelian
refugees in Switzerland.

Fursuant to the recomsendstion wudo to thla deparbtment
by the wWar Hefugee Bosrd, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York hae
been authorized to issue to you llecenses peruitiing you bo effect
the remittances describad sbove thpough the i‘auilitiea of the Fedw
eral reserve Hank of Hew York,

#ith reapect to the license permitting you o transfer
funds to dr. Hiegner for disbursement in accordmce with the prow:
. visions of license F. #-2115, cited abovae, you will nobe that '
- sueh license provides for the remittance of 75,000, This figure
represeats the differsnce between ths ampunt authorized under lie :
conse ¥o. ¥=2115 and the sum of §25,000 which you remitied in comweg~ : .
tion theresibh under -« :revious license. Ahs auch license is valld
through June 30, 1944, it will enable you to remit the balance of
the ozmunt authoriged under license Ho, ii=-2L13 without the necessity
N faoy securing & specific llcense esch time you are prepsred to transe
fer funde for tie purposes contemplsted therein,

Very truly yours,

[T T e T

Urvls 2, Sehrddt
hatiug Diveetor

world Jewish Congress,
330 %west A2nd Street,
New Yori, How Yorke

TAPapla §£h  Lewlehd




o136

_enb, you sre hersby

&t b s . Congress, 330 “est Afind stroety

dow York wvity,

sercd Raling . 11 to rewit

- ity :Dt%’:’ﬂ‘;.l;..i‘ satsig &

g e 35, 1944 we to tis bwles froae ewivalent of

s the crlod

+75,000 o Curhart slegner, Geneve, owitzerlond, for disturschsat in ac.ore

danee «ibh the crevisisas of Meenne do, =2115 w5 rronded.  The liténsce,

oy ite ean of ceesunt, 36 cutherizec $o way the dollasy mmount invalved teo

. the f=d. L ore

sk of Jdew Yorr for crodit to the Benque dAztionsle

,  urict, fur tayment of the swise frone eoudvelent o the dryee

wulzes

desica Led ne

tn, or $s .urchevs the Dwiss francs davolved rom f;h; Pedorad.
Liz=grvs Ban. of o Yors as fiscal npent of the indted otates, License
expires Jow 30, 1944. Flerse send alsned copy of lieen-a to lir, Rushmore,
Feder:l .iegcerve Gank of llew York

{Tnitiated) 0,4,8.

Undt 402 RBParkesjfh 3-21-44

I AT et e s e e s et e
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" wonln JEWISH CONuRESS

‘CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - .. CONCRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL ™ .

330 _WEST 42nd STREET E L.
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONDON CapLes: CoNcress, New YoRR'
“55 New Cavendish St, W 1 . TeLepHONE: LOncacre 5-2600
GENEVA ) '

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES

Corrientes 2024.9¢ March 27th, 1944

JERUSALEM

Vaad Lenmi, P. 0. B. 471

MONTREAL

1121 St. C:\Eherme St. W Hp, John We Pshle ]

MEXICO CITY - War Refupgee Board
; ) Main Treasury Building
Washington, De Ce

My deer Mrs Pohle:

I have been advised by HMiss Hodell with whom I spoke on the
telephone to refer the following matters to your attention.

- “the World Jewish Congregs wishes to remit immediebtely to

Dre Riegner in Gemyra tg sum of $30,000.00 on the basis of
lionese #W 2115 as amended on February 4th, 1944« In addi=-
tion, the World Jewish Congress hag-seceived from the Italien
Community in Rio de Janiero the sum of $8010400 which this
community wishes to trememit to Gemeve for the specifis
purpose of relief to Italian refugees in Switzerlands

Will you be good enough to advise us both as to the prooced-
ure to secure the neocessary license for these two remittances
a8 well as tho rete of exchange which may be awailable for. us
in the light of the specific purpeses for which the money-is
t0 be usede

Vory sincerely yours,

\ . I/

A\ M
. ReDBL Trvin; Miller z.




.- na, 1861.

W// Wf@’f)
cW/‘? L/

TARAFHRASE OF TELEGRAM REQBIVED s

_FROH} American Legation,Bern aa \
01 seoretary of State, Weshington f/iKbﬁg )
i ;

DATED! Msron 28, 1944

e ™ CONTROLCOPY

Reference le made herewith to my esble of March 26, -,

The summery revort from Biegdar regarding théuchird
finsnelal trsnssction ﬁndértaken in accordahﬁe with
11cenee\¥;2115 ne pmended, o

Arrangamen§9 héve:been mede by Riegner to purchease
z,000 oo@ﬂe&%hpyAﬁrannu from Rene Bickeré, atrnted by
R to be n Swiss oitizen snd 2 prominent member of the ]
Geneve Jewish community. The rate is 1 78 Swisa trance
cer 100 French franes{ Until presentation of receipt'
signed by R's representative in France, the Swies francs
eounter value depoeited with Arménd Brunschvlgvkorner
President Geneve Jewlgh community, It 1s stated by R
that Bickert hsg produced convineing evidence of owner-
ship of geverasl millions French froncs in anGutmentﬁ in
Frenoe Aating from before the war. In visw of the neoes-
eity to teke advantage of the possibility of eommuhloutlona
vith Frsnce, he states that he is unable to consull
Legation before arranging the transsstion. R etatea that

the above nemes are not to he divulged under any

oirocumgtances.

DECLASS HARRISON

State Dept. Letter, 11112 . ;

By 7 7l Patks Dnﬁes.E.u 9 1972







DEPARTMENT OUTGOING . DIVISION OF .
OF ‘ CENTRAL SERVICES -
STATES : TELEGRAPH SECTION -

OSAR 6 i g | APEL 5s 209 &

D¢/t
LIAISON

Lo . BONT P
BRI , ' Rgl BUPY :
1351, Fifth , { B I 7
" Jiease pecuest BeClelland dsllver the folloving S
segpege (VEB 483) to Gerhsrd Rlegner, 27 Juel ¥ileon,

teneve, Lrom K;rt ttrospiv i of ﬁ;rld Jewlsh Congréss:i

/
GUUTE  dpy rescue annstte Opueld Hochbers,

! P v N
sheresienatzdt Yor whick we renltied 1,000} Blume Grost—

14 i i
hiewirmann rnd deughier Ruth rnd Lothar Jenes Skoy both

Dergenbelesen for whloh 300 remitbed for-epch. lnetruc—'
tions for diptribution of brlrnee of HB00 from the

..6200 we recently trenemitted will follow 1nter, ~UNJUOTL

ACHESON
AQTING
(crw)

LRG3 MUV RG
4/5/45




CAIRE TG AMERICAE LAGATIOH, BERN, 0B MOCLELLALD, FROS THE 9AR RENIGED FOARD

Plesse deliver ths following meesage to Gorhord Rlegrer, 37 tuad Wilsen,
Geneva, from ¥url Grossmen of %orld Jewish Congress:

PIOAE  TRY RESCUR ARMERTA GSWALD VOOHUREG, THERESIENSTANT 708 suIcH

75 BITPED §1,000; HIME CROSS-LIEBERNANY 4ND DAUGHTER HWH AW

LOTHAR JANES SEOP BOTH BRAQENBELSEN VOR WHEGH $800 RENITIED FOR Rai. - -
.. JNGEHUGRICHS FOR DISYRIZUTION OF BALANGE OF $5800 fiow T}i&m_&z s
77 REGENTLY TRASSMITTED WILL FOLLOW LAVER. UNQIOTR - : :

FHIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO.483

11:30 a.x.
March 30, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Cobn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel,’ Hutchlson,
McCormack, O!'Dwyer, Files.

Dibrea:  3/29/45




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ¢ CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL B

LONDON
55 New Cavendish St., W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES .
Corrientes 1979 2024-9C

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi P. O. B. 471

MONTREAL -~
1121 St. Cathe

MEXICO GITY .
Sonora 1744 ~

a

. W

. Waghington, D. C. . _

“*Pear Feneral O'Cwyer: ’ : ) N C -

e L e -

¢he” - - e

-1

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

Capres: Coneress, NEw Yor
TeeepHong: Clrot  6-1900

R

In reply refer to: March 26, 1945
lio. 377

Brig, Gen. William O'Dwyer, Executive Director
Var Refugee Board
Treasury Building

I aclmowledge the receipt of your letter of llarch 2lst which refers to
my letter of March 16th requesting the assistance of the Var Refugee
Board in transmitting a message to Gerhard Riégner in Geneva, -

May I 2scure you that we had no infention of violating the adythorization
granted to us under license #iY 679984, especially since the digbursement
of fundg under this license is subject to the approvel of the American
Embassy in Bern.

However, we want to draw your attention to the case of the Hungarian Jews
and the Comite International des Intellectuels Refugles, for which-latter -
case an amount of $2,000 was allocated. In both these cases we cannot ag-
certain wiether the beneficiaries are endeavoring to proceed-to Switgerland
or whether they have already found haven in that country, thereby making
the case a relief matter. As you know, under present conditions in Zurope .
rescue and relief activities are so closely related that we here can only
give general instructions to our representative in Geneva, merely adding
that the money has to be disbursed with the approval of the American Embassy
in Bern.

/

Since the total amount of 38,400 has already been transmitted to our re-= ]
presentative - although you authorized the disposal of only 42,600 - we ]
would greatly appreciate your dispatching the following cable about this l
matter:

-

ITo: Gerherd Riegner, 37 Qual Wilson, Geneva
From: Kurt Grossman ;

A’Try rescue Annetta Oswald Hochberg, Thereslenstadt for which we re-
mitted $1000; Blume Gross-Liebermann and daughter Ruth and Lothar
James Skop both Bergembelgen for which $800 remitted for each,ﬂ/) ,

Please be good enough to add to this cable that the balance of $5,800 is
to be distributed by our Geneva office as soon as they will bs permitted
to use these funds under another license for which we are malking applica~
tion as per attached copy.. .




L General William O'va.';?r

I ann sorry that because of our endeavors to help the persecuted Jews,
this inconvenience has arisen., I am sure, however, that we can count
upon your cooperation and that no damage will be domne to the ceuse we
have to serve.

Sincerely ,}ours ,




T

March 26, 1945

United States Treasury Dept.
¥ashington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Farke

Gentlemen:

We herewlth apply for a license permitting us to remit - : : -
U.s. $5,800 . ’ B
. a% the countervalue in Swlss francs
if poasible at the officlal rate of 23,32
to our Geneva office, .
Ls GComite Pour LtAssistance a La Populetion
Juive Frappee Par La Guerre (Committee for the
Relief of the Viar Stricken Jewlsh Population)
37 Qual Wilson, .Geneva, Switserlaund,
to be used in favor of the following persons:

a) Hungarlan Jews, refugees from Hungary having arrived
in Switzerlend . . . v 4 4 v 4 e b s e s e s e e $3,000.-

b) Italian Jews, refugees from Italy heving arrivsd in s
Switzerland . . . . v 4 4 e e e s e e e n e 450 .=

6) Mr. Nisson Kahen, a Hungarien Jewish refugee, now )
working in the above-mentioned office in Genewa , . ~ 200 ¢=

d) ¥iss Liga Levy, a German refuges, having arrived in:
Switgerland four years ago and related to Mr. Gerhard
Riegner the dirsctor of our Goneva Offlce . ¢ + o o 350 =

@) Comite International des Intellectusls Refugloes, for
refugee shHOLATE o « o ¢ o ¢ o o o« o ¢ 6 v o « & o & 4000 =

The sources of these funds are the following:

ad a) Mige. Fungarian Jewish Organiszations in Chicago, Detroit, New York.

ad b) Italian Jewish Representative Committee affiliated with the New
York office of the World Jewigh Congress,

ad o) Mr. Nicolag M. Munk, 6 Poplarplains Orescent, Toronto, Canada

ad 4) Mr. Frederick Freand, 101 ¥. 78th St., New York City. :

ad e) Contribution from various individuels in the United States for
tranmigsion to the Comite International des Intelleotnels Refugles.

Bnologsd you will find copy of a letter we wrote to General O'Dwyer of
$he ¥War Refuges Board about this matter.

Bingerely yours,

i
UP:tm
T : R A er



CAZLE %0 AMERIOAN LEQATICH, BERN, FOR MCULELLAND, ¥BOM THE W&R REFUGEE BOARD

© Pleage deliver the following message to Gerhard Riegner, 3‘7 nal Wileon,
"Geneva from Kurt Grossmea of World Jewish Oongress:
GHOTE:  TRANSHITTED YoU UNDER I.lmmﬁma‘@sﬁw%& T e

~ USED AS FOLLOWS: 2,000 FOR COMITE INTRANATIONAL, SOUR 135
INTRLLICIVELS HEQUGIES, GANEVA; $100 MR, NISSON KARN ON DEHALF
OF MRy $250 LISA LEVY, OBSEVA ON REHALF FAED FREUND; 43,000
RELIEF OF HINGARIAN JEA3; $450 YOR ITALIAN JEWS ON BEVALF STaLIAN
é‘i‘“ﬁeéé"“ STATT; 800 gﬁ?ﬁm g&goo AND 'n&*?gam FOTTH

1 S-LIEBERIANN B
BERGENBKLSEN; 9800 LOTIAR Tanos SKOP BERGINBELSEN. UNCIOTE

[EREEL  3[19/45




MR 21 1945

Dear Hr. Grossmant T e e

Reference ls made to your letter of Elarogx 16, .
1948, requesting the ascistance of the War Refugee; Board
in transaitting a message to Gerhard Risgner in Geheva.

- Inasmuch as license Ho. HY 679984 only authori-
~ zea remittances for operaticns permitted by license Ho.
=W-2115, your proposed use of some part of the £8,500. ,
under KY 679984 1s in violation of this license. Specifioc~
ally, the following 1tems &re not permitted by the afore-
mentioned llcense: §2,000 for Cofite Internstional pour
les Intellectuels Refugies, Geneya; $100 Mr. Nisaon Kshan
on behalf of Munk; $250 Llsa Levy, Genega on behalf Fred.
Freund; 3,000 relief of Hungarian Jews; £450 for Italian
Jewe on behslf Italian JRC.

In view of the forsgoling, 1t is suggested that
you obtaln a speeial llcense from the Treasury Department
for the remittencee whioh are not peraitted under license
Bo. BY 679984. The War Refugee Board will be plasded to
transmit the following message for you whioh will be in
accordance with the terms of the iicense: :

"Pransmitted you $6500 for disbursement
under license No. W-2115. Try to resoue Annstta
Oswald Hoochberg, Theresienatedt, Blume Gross-

Lieberasnn and daughter Ruth, Bergenbelsen and
Lothar James Skop, Bergenbelsen. *

Please adviase the Board whether you desire to have
the above-quoted message transmitted -for youi ’

Very truly yours,

(EEgnalyitras L
William O'Dwyer-
Exeoutive Direstor

¥r. Kurt B, Grossman,
Resoue Departument,
‘World Jewish Gongress,
1834 Brosdway

New York 23, §. Y. ] : %
FH:bd 3/21/46




_ LONDON
55 New Cavendish St., W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

In reply refer to:.
Ho. 3

Brig. Gen. ¥illiam O'Dwyer, Zxecutive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Yashington, D, C.

Dear General OlTwyer:

" Please be z00d enough to have the following maseava tlans-
mitted througn the facilities of the Devartment of State:

Transmitted you [Ander license
used as follows_j $2,000 for Comite International pour

les Intellectuels Refugles, Geneva; ;. _$100 ] Ur, Wieson
“FABED on behalf of Munk: 3250 Tish Le fone

CapLes: Concress, NEw YORK

March 16, 1945 .

GErhard Riegner, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva
From: Kurt Grossman -

~Balf Ered EBreund; $3 ,000 relief. o Hungaj
$450 for Ttalian Jows on b

Italian JRG For rescue g

purposes:

Thanlk you for giving this matter your kind attention.

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi P. O. B. 471
MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W
MEXICO CITY ..
- SondrEEHY e
"o
KRG:bm
-
] R
L1
G 3

$1,600 Amnette Os

ochberg, "Theresienstadt;
$800 Blume Gross-Liebermann and daughber Ruth Bergenbelsen;

$800 Lothar James Skop Bergenbelsen.'

Sincerely yours,
o

Rescue Department

:pu»«' ‘?8:00 ~(’a~/ ol
, ) ) % Aﬁ‘d%
/[)‘”’51/,( ‘f(( /‘/‘J" b ‘{,z 771(“ ettt ‘fnaﬁ?"‘

- /\_,(Lﬁ("tl PIPYIVDN J 3373 f&{(n
I JL/Q‘ &2» \z,.,(,@e,(fu... el boThoon ?Ll.u_a,g, ﬂ

[,)2.9/7 ﬁ»”o—é e




MEMORANDUM =

For attechment to:
FFC Letter No:

Date: = March 9, 1945

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control
FROM: War Refugee Board
/ ’, . -
. Subject: World Jewish Congress - W-2115 . -

/epplication No. NY 679984
There is tramsmitted herewith &oopy.of_a letter.datad

- . - R A !
from the World Jevish Congress

remittance &f $25/000 to Mr,
finance operztions contemplat

, 'dealingr with the ~
Gerhart Riegner, Geneva, Switzerland, to
ed in License No. W-2115, as amended,

The Wer Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treaqury ‘
licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the éxecution
of the project contemplated in the letter described above.

Remarks:
Special facilities with respect to Swiss francs,

Cleared by teleéphone with
F. Hodel

" For the War Refugee Board

Action:

Basic license No. W- 2115-&5'&9& amended
Remittance license No. NY
Other:

on March 12, 1945, to expire Sept.30/45
679984 issued March 12, 1945
. <

Lixison Officer

Foreign Funds Control
Date: BMarch 13, 1945 .




25 iy

In reply pleacs

refer tor

#2013

Dear Sirs:

] Reforence is made to application Ho. BY 679984
£ilod by the Sterling National Harnk snd Trust Company of _.
Mev York on your behalf for a licenss to remit 425,000
to . Gsrhart Riegner, Gsneva, Switseriand, for disburge~ .
ment in accordunce with the provisions of 1idense Ho. WeRl15, .
a8 smended. ) .

Binoo license No. W-2119, as amendsd, hus sxpired
sush licente is heraby roinstuted and smended to sapire Se
exbor 30, 1943, in order to permdit your repressntative in
fwitderlsnd to continue the opsrations contemplsted thavein.

The application wnder: referense has bsen approved
by this Department and the Federal Ressrve Bank of Mew York
hue been authorized to Llesus lieense Ho¢ HY 679984 to the
Sterling Nationsl Rank and Trust Company 0 Hew York permitting
it to remdt on your behulf the sum of $25,000 to ¥r. Gerhart
Blegner, (eneva, Switserlsnd, through the fueilities availsble
to this Government with the Federal Hewerve Bank of New York,

Sinoerely yours,

L Oy Aarons
hoting Director

world Jewigh Gongreas,
330 west 42nd Street
New York 14, Hew rer{t. .

S0hurohreni 3-9045




FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF NEW YORK

FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL DEPARTMENT P

HY 679984 Approved, notwithstanding General Buling No, 11, provided

,,f\inds are disbursed in accordance with license No, W-2115, as:i amended,

The licensee is authorized (&) to psy the dollar amount invol}ted to tile
Federalr B.eser:le Bank of New f"ork for credit to thé Banque 'Hgtionralhe Suisse, -
Zurich, for payment .ofthe Swiss franc equivalent to the payes designated
‘herein or {b) to purchase the § wiss francs involved from the Federal Re-
serve Bank of New York as Fiscal Agent of the United States, as shell be
prescribed by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, License to exr_ﬂ.re
Septenber 30, 1945, Please send signed copy of license to Mry Rush}norq,
Faderal B.eaarve‘Ba.nk of New York, and advise him this remittance is for

humanitarian purposes

| L LA

L. O AARONS___ .0 . .. -
XXX XXX XKLL :
401

SCHURCHtemj  3/8/45




