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AHENBAGSY
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Katzkl departing for London tomorrow by planes -

Your urgent cooperation rsquested %o facllitqte'onnard
possage %0 Faris, If priority is orrenged plecse notify
. ATC both in London cnd Yrestwick

GREY

§Act1ng;)

,c-sﬂ’

YRB: HNVIKG BO FA
3/21/46

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By . 8. Parka aty,_SEP 19 1972




CABLE TO WIBANT AND MANN, LONDOR, FACK ©®AR RiFUGEE BUARD

Ketgki departing for London tomerrow by plane. Your urgent
soosperation rsgueated to facilitate onward passsge to Yaris, Ir

prierity is arrangzed have ATC both London and Prestwiok na;lried.

This 1¢ WRB Londen Cable Ho. 68

4300 p.m.
tarch 21, 1945

Miss Chanucey (for the Sec!'y) Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison,
McCormack, O!Dwyer, Files.

z':{a 3.01/45
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US URGLNT Ch o e

R “E’FZS& k
AMENBASSY o é,;
LONDON '

& 2186 L ..
The* rollowing for Mann from Secretory of the Treasury snd

C'Duyer, Uar Refugee Board is URB 59.,
Heference Deuartment's no. 19“5 of Waroh 13 (MRB no, 68).
You sre hereby directed to proceed to leris nt once (repest
ot onece) for consultstion vith G-4 to work out detrils on
soquisition of 50 tons of trucking eopgeity with £,000 gpllons

“““””"Gfﬁgasoline per weelk and nececsrry lubrlecting oil for delivery

vWashington to work on satie problem,
Trcneportction equipment rust be obteined immediptely for
urgent lar Hefugee Board program to get under woy. Important
ﬁlx.mt this jJob be done in big wey. The more trucks golng in with

fn =
food{ and the nore people evecupted the closer 1RD ocomes to at-

teining its objective. The bilg Job is the proeurement of trene-
portotion ecuipment ond supplies end getting them novinb. qula

arrangements for obtaining such equipnent are oruoial.u

At conclusion

REGRADED




-2-#2185, March 21, midnighe,; =o oo,

At coneclusion of arrengements in Ieris, you rre %o proceed
to Lern, ae Speelal Representztive of the Bogrd, to use every

Teffort to get additional trucks frop private or Swiss Government

"bourcés for development of YRB program.

g-REW

waating)
- (30
VRO MBIV kG BC - ik

3/21/46
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U8 URGENT

OABLE TO WIRART HDON, FOR MANN FROM SEQRETARY OF THE TREASURY
ARKD GEHERAL O'D&YER, WAR REFUGEK BOARD -

Refercnce Departmsnt's No. 1936 of Maveh 13 (WRB No. 68).

You are heresby direated to progeed to Paris at once

(repent at onoe) for consultation with G=4 to vork out d_etau-
on aequisition of 60 tons of twrucking capaoity with £,000. A
. gallons of gasoline per week and necessary lubricating oil for

delivery %o Interoross in Switzerlsnd and earmsrked for WRB
operations. War Department has advised G-4 Paria to0 expeot you.

Bscause of extreme urgenoy, Katzki is proceeding to Paris
from Washington to work on same problem.

Transportation equipment must be obtained’immediately for
nodt urgent War Refugee Board program to get under way. Iﬁportant
that this Job be done in big way. The more trucks godng iR with
food and the more people evaocuated the closer WRD éo-dg to at-
taining its objestive, The big Job is the procurement i'ot trane-
portatsion squipment and supplies and mtthé thes moving. Paris
arrangements for cbtaining sush cqntblgnt are orusial.

At eonglusion of arrsngemenss in Faris, you are to proceed
to Bern, as S8peoisl Representative of the Board, %o use every
effort to get additional trueks from private or Swiss Governaent
sourses for developmsnt of WRB progran.

THIS IS WRB LONDON CABLE NO. #6.<$"7

3140 p.m.
March 21, 1945

o ¥
W {'% 3/2345
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arrangercnt,
Rcc'd 10:40 2.0,

Secrctary of State,

fashington.

1687, Merch 21, I
b's

@Glad-to soy Hedlelland isdabout rcgovéFEE"Trom
influenza (Your ilQl, HMapch 19 WRB 465)s He hos nob
been in Paris.‘ '

Answering your questions:

Onc, Trucks for dclivery WRB food paycels in
cneny territory have not yet been acquiredy:  Howover,
negotiations by CICR still prscecoding for twelve YMCAi
trucks in Germany not yob locabed also.efforts
continuing to obtain trucks herec.

Two, I understand that Germans have agrood 1n
principle to permit dobaincces to cvacuate to gwitzorland
but as yet debails ore not clear as to whot people are
cnvisaged and from what places they may be  evacuateds

Threo, Am inforned that SHARF has no objecction
to use of»rcturning rolicf trucks for ovacuation of
detoeineess CICR is cndcavoring to make; necessary
arrangementss For details regarding convoys, Sce

Genevals

DECLAE‘SIFITD
State Dept. Letbers 1-11-72

By R. H. Parke Date. SER.19 72
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-2~ 41687, Morch 21, 11 a.m,,from Berne

Gonevals tolegram Noe 104 of March 16 tronsmibbing

mossege for Ameross Trom .Jomes.

HARRISON
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U3 URGENT ‘
AVLEGATION . L IDACI ééN :
- OONTROL COPY

FOR HARRISON

¢

. As no Qord hos been recelved ffom Heciéllana éince
tiarch 8 1% israesumed'that he has gone to Pérls.-

In order %6 enchble the Loard to ve preﬁered for the
situption which nay. develop in Switzerland, 1% is requented
thet you reply ot once to the following guestions?

{1) Hove cny trucke been scquived- for dellvery of Uer
Hefugee Board food parcele in eneny territory? '

(2) vhat are the prospects of evacuatingraetalnees
from enemy territory to bwitzerland? '!v : 7

(3) ¥ill Intercroes use returning ¥Ou reliéf trucké
for evacuation of detelnees to Switzerland?

Tue phbove is LRB 4860.

e
«ons
yy renr
'FOT 50(:\11"1 orcate must o

%t 01 this

VRO MMVIKO
3/19/46

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Dato.9LDJ § 1972
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e 2090
Tne following for NeCléllend from U'Duyer 4e URE 458, ° :

- ~Reference Veperiuent’s Ho. 998 of Hzrch 9, 1045, —I
igve Deen rdvised Ghot G-. in Faris is expecting yéu for
consultetion snd i hope 1% 111 be posaiﬁle for you %o jo
-t onge, ‘

}lepse ¢Gvice eoonert concerning any trensportcotion
ecuipient which you sre rble %o obtcin for ler Hefupee
socrd operctione. V

STETTINITS .
(GHW) :
STEPTINIVA -

For security reasobf the
w‘ﬁv'r of this messaze Wust
Lz Y neely rusrdeds

GRL MOV IRG YK
&/18/46

DECLASSIFIED -
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11- 72

By B. H. Parka Date_smls 1972 -




GABLE TO MOCLELLAND, BERN, FROM VILLIAM O'DWYBR, WAR REFUGKE
BOARD , 7

Reference Department's No, 998 of Maroh 9, 1946, I have
bagn advised that Ge4 in Paris is expeetlng you for coneulta-
tion end I hope it will be possible for you to go at once.

Please advise soonest eoncerning any transportation
equipment whieh you are able to obtain for War Refugee Board
operatlons.

an

THIS ISWHR BERN CABLE HO. 455

3130 p.m.
March 15, 1945

Miss Cheuncey (for the Sec!y), Akzin, Comm, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel
Hatchison, McCormack, O!Dwyer, Files.

s S
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AHLEG&TIU& © LIAISON

Bk
1092
he followiny for MeClellrnd is uRA 406.

- Reference your Mo, léSlqof Hopeh 8, 1946, f
Flease cdviee % obce whebher 1% would be/poseible
for trucke ~vl11.ole to Intercropa oy delivery-of- POW*“‘*
rellel to be used on return trips to dwilzerlsnd for

evoountion of physicelly unfit detsinees {rom Germeny.

For seeurity reasons the
text of this message must
be closely guarded.

LRB:HEVIKG
3/16/46

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date_M&! - SEP 19 1972




phyaleally unfit detaliness froun (srmany.

CABLE TC NCCLELLAND, BERH, FROM WAR REFUGEZ B0ARD

Reforsnce your No. 1481 of Herch 8, 194b.
Flasse mdvige at onee wshether it would be paeélbla for
trucks avsileble to Interercas for delivery of FOW rellefl

to be used on return trips to Switzerlend for evscuation of

PN

THIS IS WRB BERN. CABLE NO. 456

3130 pam.
March 15, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Secly), Akzin, Cobn, DuBois, Gaston, H ,del,
Butchison, McCormack, O'Dwyer, Tiles.

% m:m 3/15/45
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104 Sixteenth
>

TOR [1.CROSS FROM JINES

780 ;;Elimingrj reports first iorryrconvoys and
first blockzd troin indicate operation completely
successful, 411 lorries northern convoy reasched
Gestination without»incidEnt. 1 lorry full medicines

delivereC Stelag 34.. 4 lerries ere remaining Lubeck
eres to effect distribution from Lubeck while two
empty

lorries returned from thet ere bringing jeErrycens,

On southern convoy one lorry broke dovn enroute ond
its supplies were left at Stalag 7 B. £11 other lorries
proceeced to region Eger Carlsbad Prag Pilsen where
distribution vies mede to Estimated 18000 LEPOUS and

BRITPOVIS elso some Belglen and French on merch. Blocked

train 1eft Buchs March 6 arrived Noosburg Merch 8, 6
Alg, began unloading immeciately 1left Noosburg llarch

10 3:45 LM, returned Buchs karch 11 9:30 A, ¥hile at

M cosburg-



-2~ #104 Sixteenth, from GEncva,

Locsburg trains placed under Couble guard Germen
entries and allied NCO urlor ling operations procecded
ree shifts French, BEritish ANPOWS, Delegete reports
POTS showed 1little willingness work and piifered.

considerably so that their use had to be discontinugd,

Lt preEsent practically no sborage space remaining

loosburg s barracks not océupis& by PO4US heve been
- it " .
teken ever for German troops on march and bombed oub
Germen civilicns. Eight lorries remeined ¥oosburz to
EffEc? distribution from reserves carried byrbléékzd
ctrain,

Second blocked train fifty cars was supposed fztﬁrn
Lioosburg this week esut < d t arisen wi?h
Germen authorities concerning rescsrves éf that .camp,
Troin is loaded similerly te first end now.at Buchs
cveiting deperture which depends on nEgotiations being
conducted in Germeny this weekend by Rigg,. - If loosburg
unavailable Intercross hopes secure suthorization esicblish
reserve depot central southern Germany either in available
local werehouse space or by forwarding from Switzerland
trensporteble wooden barracks, Two barracks capacity

200 tons each would lecve Switzerland within three

agys




-3= ;#104 Sixteenth, from Geneva.

days but estimoted 10 additional required which will
teke four to six weeks te forwerd and erect,

Second convoy lerries going forwerd in four
colurms, twelve lorries each departing Karch 17, 18,

19 BiP, Experience first columm hes shown that each

convoy should consist spell groups £s moving celumns

of prisoners zre generslly found on secondary roads.
- R .

Intercross- delegate preceding first column by one

Gay in order %o ascertein movement prisoners who ore

ot times cdifficult to locate, Each Amcross lorry

coerrying 3p§roximately six tons food, medical supplies,
soég and boot repeir meterial while Cencross 1crrigs
carrying appreximetely three tons similar crticless
Cxperience first convey shows inadvisable utiliZEr
treilers because of heavy load in lorry os well as
hindering manoguvrzability whiclh highly necsssafy owing
stoate of roads. Second blocked train will carry one
tank cer gesoline if storege space avoilable at
destinction, Excluding blocked train and lorries during
February 430 freight cars of supplies went forward to
camps from Switzerlend plus 164 frsight_cars éiéo :
lorries totalling 2273 tons from Iubeck plus &

freight cars totalling 78 tons from Goteborg. liarch lst

to March 1l2th,




-4~ #1104 Sixteenth, from Geneva.

12th, 44 freight cors forwerded from Switzerlend to
cerps plus until Merch 10th, 74 freigﬁt cors totalling
1208 tons plus 7 tons by lorry from Iubeck, A8 at
Iicreh 10 stock Lubegk 4480 tons Goteborg 21600 fons

not including seivo, Intercross received yesterdey
following telegrem from'Karti{concErning sﬁﬁpligs
northern aren loffies will supply ;11 cemps Yehrkreiges
?T, III, IV, X, VI, XI from Lubeck. ~Con we =xrEcute
equal distribgtion percels to ail nationalitizs’gxcgpt.

. s s s i
Italions, RZussiens, Pool is idecl, Repeated Dunning",

SQUIRE
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Dear Mr. Feller:

I wish at this time to express to UNRRA the
appreclation of the War Refugee Board for agreeing, as
you stated to me on the telephone yeaterday, to nake
food supplies available, at the reguest of the War
Refugee Board, to the International Red Crosa for the-
maintenance in Switzerland of refugees evacuated from
Germany &nd who are in transit to URRRA~gontrolled
camps . - ’

A representative of the War Refugee Board is -
about to leave for Switzerland where he will discuss this
matter with the Board's representative in Switzerland,
Roswell D. McClelland. The Board will advise UNRRA as
to the types and quentitles of food needed after detailed
advice has been received from Switzerland. )

Very truly yours,
(Signed) 7illiam O'Dwyer

William O'Dwyer
Executive Direotor

Mr. A. H. Feller,

General Counsel

United Ratlonse ﬁal;et and
Rehabilitation Administration,
Washington, D. C.

FH:hd 3/15/45







March 16, 1945

Searatary Xorgenthau

Miss Hodel

There is attached for your lnformation & copy ol the
reply which the ¥ar Department hee received to the dsble
_¥r. MeCloy sent on Margh 8 to Gsnersl Eilsenhower. .

FH:hd 3/15/45




£ PARAFHRAGSE
INGUM ING

AR DEPARTMENT MESBAGE

FROM: fleadquarters, Comnunieations Zone, Huropean Theater of
Operations, ﬁ 3 Army, Parls, France

TO: War Daepartment

Suprome Headquarters, Allled Expedltlonary Forcea, Main,
Versallles, Franee

NUMBER: EX 19800
. DATE:! - X1 Merch 1948

-—_ 3

This is EX 19600 from H.S UOMZONE AFO 887 signed Elsenhover
action to AGWAR informetion to HHAZEF ¥ain.

Supleot 1s vroviasion of food pesrcels for inmaies of con-
centration csaps in Germany through War Refugee Board operations,

Your WAR 49934 of 8 March 1946 is referred to. .(Consulta-

tion with MeClelland will be made and information as to what
facilities can be made available will be forwarded.

ACTION: 0a3/w

INFORMATION: A3SF, OPD, G-B (war Refugee Bd), Cus/v, G orf B
OM~IN-12849 (17 Mar 45)

DECLASSTFIED

By ll‘du ority of JQ_SM__,
letter, 7572
> . DEC o 7
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she ecble below ror. Senn 1 R 58,
X
Hefercnee your baow of Cieren 8, 194b

For your infopuction follouin& er¢ texte of tuo recent cebles
y 5

418 of Jebrucry 2463
N diae ecble beluir to Heorrplson cnd LleClelignd fron
e sertaent ond Yor Vefugee PBocrd la WRY 416,

Tae follouving is

o
©
o
5o
ol

e

text of memorcndunm of Lxeeutive NMrgetor
¢ licr Delfuze vhileh wrs upsnlnoucly coproved ot soord
cting rebrucyy 20thé

be glosely

.t
=]
]
G
o
o
]
®
»

For securin’

iniUCYS  lemorsadun toi o Secretery. Ctettliniue
Secretery liorgenthau
Cecrotory Utimaon

Gur best inforn-tion indiectes theot, while the enenv i

ebrndone? whiolecele sxterminciion of detrinees, lepie nmunbers
of tue nyelerlly unfits ore nor in dmmdnent deager of Terth
ue tu etervetion, omwosure cnd deliibercbe neplect. e
zetusl nuchers cre unlnorn cnd are be;ievoﬂ to be chernging
“rlly.

004, medcieines cné clotvhilng rust oe listrlbutel to suci
etsinees ¢t once 1f tuedr llVGG ~rc to e cpveJ.

Yiey cuould
DECLASSIFIED . L 3 Q
State Dept, Latter, 11172 .ibe renoved,

By R H. Parks Date SE E l 9 “1972




he removed, L LOsL]

ciblie,
neceserry Gelry.

The Internctionrl

contead i

! of tirset
1. thie- compg.  Cosprolons ern beet De copduetol
from SUitnerlond, -

The Vrr

reyrecento

velugee Zoryl de rerueste’ o cuthorlze ite
tlve to okt in
intern-oioncl e LGrour
o

tne neceseery coouerciion of the .

pile Svdee Uovernnent.
ie furvi

LT

v reguectesl Lo puprove

ieines rni irnngnﬁrtstiqﬁ‘equip-
©o tue inverncslonrl ed Oross Wy tue
Sulss Govorniont cgoinet cur sromlse of repeynent or replenisfi~
ent oftex bhe .

1% ic underssood tact npriveve funds cre
avellele for Glie reccroryy finraclng.

C'hyyer

(Bigned) ilirm
£xecutive Dirsctor

AFFIOVED:  (bigned) Joeeph G. Grow
Aeting decrebory of uLicte

(vigned) ¥, lorzontheuw, Jr.,
sceretery of the Lrecsury

(sizned) Henpy L. 3tineon )
Secpetory of Urpy UliD TR JU0RE,

You 111l note thrt the wrog

rporoved envissgos
ing food (nd cihier relicf throuwsh the Internctionel

(1) fernich-
Hed Croees to

vhysierlly




-Z= 1935, Hareh 1%, 11 p.ins I Tondon

physicslly unflu unassinlluted xetvineesrnno rre vicnin eneny
controlled terPAtory,'ﬂnL (2) auclr rcnlv‘l oy tsﬁ Lnternttion l

“Reo Cross o s£a fety in unitzerlpnd oe qoon’ ne :osc1bleq ,'i :

. 7f~;he Bxecutive Jirpcnoraof. e uocru ul ‘ne’ to ;o cor 1tzei1rn0
Tin tue éeé}ifuﬁure 1ﬂvéanﬁééfién b;tu Lue,xaregoing ;rogrsm.A;ln'
e merntine, you cxe renuertcu to do bie folloxin& 1nuewinte1y.

N i. sxoplore the cvellcebil uy 1n uv;tzerl nd. o; Tood rnd g&ggr
relief éupplieﬂ 08 well-ﬁe t nehart Lion enulwnent,_
¥lerss nivige the Hoord ond oepp
x@ﬂcftﬂmksam~mnﬁtwdto. ; :

Gerne, -conupolle; rreot pnc return 0 uViﬁZCPl"P for
relocding: of supnlics; N

hvproach irtereroco with o view 6 obhlinLrU thumr corscnt
to deliver the relief sun;liev in eneuy Larrltory nd ‘o
orgonlae ana effecturie the rcnov.l of ueukincec Lo Suituer-

leoned;

If Currie miseion concure,plei‘::ppprceehtﬁne;uuiééiﬁovexnr
Lent fop the purpope of oﬁaninihh 1t;rgqnsent—(d),to méﬁé
avoiloble o Intercross oﬁ»théineée sgiy suﬁnlies cnd:
equipent for the fopegoinb relicf :nﬂ ev,ountlon urogrnm
end {b) to cdmit 1l deL«ineeu vho rerel-tvice uoruers

ond house end neintedn thum unaer ) ‘rd untll e ~re rule

- “ L g0 rpprnge




You may aseure the Grigs’ thnu tuis bovernnewt "ill arronge

for the réw ¢;v 77’ 1;; "_ ' 1uevor nlJ aupplics ‘

idode a;éil$hle¥by~tne Vﬁissfféf'tnigupurpqse e ¢0239n9&6‘

zlon for use of : ents e ' : 7 R
rlepse report~311 uev0109méhtsf35 Depéréééné cﬁﬁfhoerdﬁl”u UG
2, Ceble lio. 998 of Hereh 8, ' 1045'

JGTe  Heference your- do,rlol'? of Lebmcw

fio. 1346 of lipreh 2, 1946, ano‘.‘De}mrtz.lent'n ale-of rebrucry 23,

1946,

. 1. ie Boerd Pegarag e mOﬂt urgent Lart 11 BOS rible'
ggese be Tcien ot once for uae delivewry of X'r efugee Soer
fooG wrreels o intended ueneficiqriee in enemy terr1tory.~
aceorlingly, you ore ncrcby utuorlzeﬂ 0. yrocure uhu neees—'

sery trensportntion, includlng truc 1nwtfncilxties, Lhdoline.
$ires, oll, etc., £rom. ony - covxce to oe m" ,pvhilmule to the
Intern: tionl Ped Crops Tor (£) “tlio” @elivcry of Ve ﬁ'ne‘uyee,
Cocrd Tood weekppes ond (v) fqritue—cvncuauion,ox.phyaicslly )
unfit detrincee fron ohemy berritory}td*ﬁw}tzerlcnﬂ.» The.x
Boord urgee ucste -in thle: nrobrc . '7 .:‘ : .

g, tae Uer Dep: rtnenu tod(y hra crbled uener.lrdieenhoner

reconnen:iiny the relerse uf g0 tons o; u;iyrucking T city—
7 LR "vitxg




“vareh 18,11 Dol to London

wvith 1500'@0 2000 gélloﬁé‘Of,gbéoiiﬁc vy Ueek rnd’ neeesapry
, ‘{ed ux'nsa ; v,
-in | Sidtzerlend evrmnrkciiior‘ﬁ er Refu@ee
L Ged 0% ;[rie ucE veern - 1vstrvcu90 Dv'tue hnr;yepartnenp—to,f sl
fcvnect yovr cPlinl 1n yﬂris pnvryou ore: uﬁraﬁy'éiféi A4 o
wrogeed to reris ob once o uorP,out neces oFy ;et;iié;'A  7

3, You ehoula, or courne, cowcinue Lo'nrke CVbe ef ort

Uyies Govornoent ond privete ébéfééc, ﬁ;gwitzerienri i
ultimate sronsportntion needs aey fé&ﬁifc nore ‘tlign’ 50 “tons
of Srucklng ecproliy. 7‘ 7 ' ) '
for your infoymcilon, tne'Sﬁieé niﬁ;gtefbin ceblngton
hige caviesd we tuct ile uns recomuenucv gb'h;c govcrnmeﬁt tupt
i’aaequnﬁe srucking frelllities e PO;?RGOUVﬂy e Sui,a'for'thls
urgent ier fefugee loerd work. L
Use your best judguent in hicnd 1nbvcomn1;crtionn vhldu'
ey crise. rlecse Leew sorrd noviaea aof 511 ‘cvelo>nunts,

[FERY A

KV
&/15/49




For your information following ave texts

HeClellands

“"gar Refugee Boaxd is ¥RB 416,

Refugee Board which was unanimous
February 20ths

WINANT, LONDON, FOR MANN FROH WAR FEFUGEE BOSTD -

Reference your 21‘02,':;;‘,7!-!51'0}1'8’,7 19!%5§ o i

of iwo. regent. cables sent to

cable Ho. 819 of February 23: :
* _ 1The eable below to Harrison and'MeClelland from Depaitmentand

nThe fGllowing is text of memorandum o 1
1y -approved st Boaxd meeting -

t emorandum tos Seoretnryr Stettinlus
- . Seeretary Horgenthau
) Segretary Stineon:
Our best information indlcates that; ivhilefﬁxa‘énénrwr has N
abendoned wholesale extermination of detainses, large mambers. ' .

of the physically unfit eve now in inminent danger of death due -
to starvation, exposure and deliberate neglect,; -$he agtual. -
mimbers are unknovn snd are belicved to-be changing gaily. :

Food, medicines and olothing must be aistributed to such-
detainees at once if thelr Jives are to be saved. ~They should
bo removed, if possible, to pafety in Switzerland without une
neceppary delay. : . : RIS

The Intermational Red Croses is our cnly neens. of direst
eontact with the camps. Operations can best be conducted from

Svitzerland.
The War Refugee Board is vequested’

gentative to obialn the necessary ecopeia’
Red Cross end the Swiss Governnent. .

%o authorize Lts repre=

. The War Refugee Board 1s further reqtzeetbd to apprové that
the neeessery food, medielnes and txansportation equipment be
made available to the International Red Crose

ment against our promise of repayment or replenichment after the

¢ Excoutive Uirector of Wer

tion of - the ~Intemﬁ9ml B

vy the Swies Govern= . .




neesssary fipaneings -~ - .10 ; :
7 " (81gned) Willian O'Duyer .- E g
LT EEL Exeragt;w,‘l}ireetor' : ’ . E

wer. It is understood that private funds as6 evailable for the

AIPROVEDs (8igned) Joserh C. Grew
Aeting Beorctary of State

{8igned) H. Morgenthau, JT., )

o Seoretary of the Treasury - o o

e (s1gned) Henry Lo Stimson. - - : Co]
S © Geeretary of War:? s: v

WYeu will note that the progrem approved envisages (1) furnishing .- .
food and other relief through the International Red Crose to:physically
wnfit unzesimilated detainees who are within cnemyecontrolled territory;
and (2) their removal by the International Red Cross to safety in. -~
gwitzerland os scon as possible, L HEL : :

“Jhe Exegutive Diregtor of the Bosyd plens *b:grd to. Switserlend dn <o
the near future in gonneotion with the foregoing program, - 'In the ‘meantime;-
you are requesied to do the following immediatelys. .- i . Tl

1. Explere the aveilability in switzerland of £ood and other:’
relief supplies s well as transportation sguipment,” Plense -
edvice the Boaxd and Department at oncé vhether rellef trueks.-: .
« are permitted to move from Switeerland -to German~eontrolled - = - . .
areas and return to Switzerland for reloading of suppliess

2. Approach Thtercross with a view:to obtaining thelr consent
to deliver the relief supplies in. eneny territory and to .
organize and effectunte the vemoval of detainees to Switserlond)

3. If Currie mission soncurs please approach -the Swlss Govern=
ment for the purpose of obtaining its congent (a) to make .
available to Intercross now the necessary supplies and equip=: -
ment for the foregoing relief and evacuation prrogram and (b) -~
40 admit all detainees who reach Swlse borders and house and ;
meintain them under guard until we are able to arrange for their
evacuation to Allled territory. You mey ecsure the Ewies. that
this Government will arrenge for the replenichment from the -
cuteide of all supplies mde available by the §wiss for thie
purpose and gompensation for wse of aquipnents

nplease report all developments to Dgpartmiht,axﬁ'mrg.!‘



=3

2. Gable Nos 998 of Maveh 9, 1945+ O el
“Refereﬁce ybﬁr, :b,." 1217 pfii‘ebnmryi:?é.,' and- No- 1345 oi‘:ﬁarch} 2y
1945, and Department's 819-of February 23, 1945 " - : :

#1, The Board regards as most urgent that all poesible steps be

taken at once for the delivery of ¥ar Refugee Board food parcels to in=

tended beneficiayies in eneny terrlitory. . Aceordingly, you are hereby

authorized to procurs ‘the nseessary transportetion, ineluding trucking .
- facilities, gaeoline, tires, oil, ote., from any source: to -be made .
available to_ the Tnteynational Red Cross for (a) the deldvery.of War "= . - .
Refugee Board food packeges and (b) -for. the-evacuation of physically -]
“unfit detainses from enemy territory to Switserland, --The Board urges . - - S
~'haste in this program. SRR T B e ’ AT

- wp, The War Department today has cabled General Eisemhower XeE0Mme -
mending the release of 50 tons of trucking capaoity with 1500 to 2000 .-
gallone of gasoline per week and neeessary Itibricating oil -for.delivery
to the- Internationnl Red Croes in Svitzerland earmarked for Wer Refugde
Boord operations. U=4 at Piris has been instructed by the War Departe
ment to expeot your arrival in Paris and you ‘are-hereby directed to
‘ . proceed to Parie at once ‘to vork out negessery details, S

wg§,  You should, of course, contimie to make every effort to obtaln: - . .

transportation equipment fyom-other sourees including Swiee Government :
> B end private sources in Switzerland, since uktimete transportation nseds

may vequlre more than 50 tons of ‘trucking capaedby, Tl o

"For your information, the Bwiss Winigter in Washington has advised - .
me that he has recommended to his government that adequate trucking 7
facilitien be releasesd by the Swiss for this urgent ¥ar Refugee: Board
worke - e :

"ge your best Judgment in handling epmpneétioxier which may arise,
Pleate kaep Board advised of all developrants.” :

nuTe 15 WRR LONDON CABLEG HO. (58

G5 a.m.
rarch 13, 1945

: Chaurccy (for the Secty), Akzin, Cohn DuPois, Gaston, Hedel
¥ Ty 8K 3 3 LS, » 10 3
sutehison, 1cbormack, 0iDwyer, riles

FHshd -3/12/1,5914 b






INC ommc L

.
_____________..._——

AR DLPARTI{[ENT lmushm R R N

FRO: qeadquarters Cnmlmm:_c:dt ons Zone, Turopean Theater of- Operations,
-y S Army,. Parisy France ) -

TO: Har Department SE RS 3 , §
Supreme Headquarters, Allled *‘xpedltlonary Forces, naln, Versullles, :

F rance

NUIMBER: - EK 19500 ] .
© 11 ¥arch 1945 e s .

Lisennower act -On-

ST s is X 19500 from HUS ONE PO 867 signed
AGIAR information to SHAEF Ia:l.n. B g S s R

ey
uub1ect ig. provision of food pdrcels for inmates of - concentratlonféamps

in Germany through Yar '{efugee Board operations.. RS T
- Your WAR 49931, of & Warch 1945 ds rei‘errecx to. Gonuultatlon rlr,h -
weClellan will be made and 1nforr1at10n as to vwhat facilities can e h,ade avallable

will be forwarded.

ACTION: OAS/M

i INFORMATION: ASF, OFD, G-2 (War Refugee Bd), OUS/i, C-of S

GH=TH-12549 (12 Har 45)




@(‘HEU

fPARAPHRASE

IMOHINO IR - O B

S mm DEP HESSA

FROM: Headquarters, Commmications Zone, Buropean Theater of Operat:lons, s : T
U S Afmy;- Paf'is, France L = R
TO: Wiar Department - - .

SupreneHeadquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces, Ma.’m, Versuilles s
France: .

NUMBER: ~EX 19500
DATE: 11 Harch 1945

o This. is EX 19500 from HGS COMZONE APO 887 signed Eisenhower action to :
© AGWAR information to SHAEF. Maln, -~ s

o -

Subject is provision -of for

. rcels for imnates of concentration camps i
<in Germany through War Rei‘ugee Boar o .

pez_fatipgs i -

Your WAR 49934 of 8 March. 1945 is referred to. Consultation with *
Mcclellan will be;made and information as to what facilities ‘can be nade avnilable
will be forwarded:

. £200.9 (9/2’7/58)

> ) . Date- 1' 304'(

Signature- (90}[[ (f, %‘CM'

'ACTION: OAS/H . :
INFORMATION: ASF, OFD, G-2 (War Refugee Bd_),'OUS/w, Clof s
CM-TN-125.9 (12 Mar 45)

g,./lgzu \gl HHE: l]
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: PENE R o Harehlo,lgés
Seoretary Horgenthau ' '
Hise Hodél '

benhral O'Dvyer has aQKed me to aﬂvise you conoerning his
eonfarence ¥ith Governor Lehman yesterday with reapeet to. the
- gare in 8w1tzerlana of - rerngaea wha are abla to reach Sﬁitzer-,

: 1and from enemy territory.<

?ﬁ%

“Fhe UNREA representatives (who, 1n addlticn to Governor
Lohman, included Abe Feller, General Counsel, -and Fred Hoehler,
‘Dirsgtor of Displaced Persons) agreed that these roefugecs aay
be regardsd ss wards of UNRHA and. 'thaf UNHEA gould therefors - .
essume responsibllisy for their care whila temporarily in awitzer—
lend.

However, beeause of nolltleal implloations 1nvolv d in an
offer by UHNRKA to the Swiss Government, Goveraor Lehmen decidad
that the matisr would have to be raised at least-inforaally with -
the British and Busslan members of the UNRKA Polltlesl' Uomuittee..
Thia will be done immédietely and the Board may expeet: to be ad~*
vissd within a few days. If the Politleal Committee sgrees, . i~
UNRR&'s offer will be to provide food and 6ther rellief supplies
for 10,000 refugees. in Switzerland by any of- the following )
methodsat (a) payment for supplies zedulred- in . bBwitzerland, )
(b) shipment of suppliss to Switzerland, or (o) a guaranty %o
replace supplies made avellsble by the Gwiss.

In addition to the foregoiug, UNRRA hag agreed to canvass
at onsce the possiblility of satting up a small reoeption center
in Frence for refugees who might heve to be evaouated qulckly
rrom Suitzeriand.

‘Sigﬁeq);Eihrbhoa,noael

s
FHshd 3/10/46







EIORAEDERE FOR

“Hodel met with Mr. licCloy ‘and Colonel:
ce ori March Bth-at 2 p.m, to’digcuss

. freilities and staied thet .
Axneking equipment from v te ces: in-Switgerlend; it was . oo -

¢)y. necessary to obtein gas

i neytives and oil. from other. ... L e 2
sourcee. He aleo explained.thet the frocurement of privete trucks ' : e IR
wae confroiited with meny problems sich ds adequate guarantees: for.

rerlacement., = e TR : U

r. McCloy, recogrizing the urgent necessity for_ transportation
equirment, ingiructed Colonel Gearhart. to prepare‘-an—’appropriatel
cabld from the War Depertment to Genersl Eilsenhouer reéommending : Lo D
thet 50 tone of trucking capecity plus 1500- 162000 gollons of igaEo- FREINI - )
lire v-r week snd the necessary lubricesting oil He made available S
from army stocks to the International Red: (Crose«in. Sidtzerland for=~ -
w.p Refu.ee Bozrd purpoces, He advised Golonsl Gearhart thet the-
metter was exproved by HMr. Patterson as well ag himgelf, It was
sugpested thet the Far Refugee Board arrenge to have MeClelland
rroceed to Peris to discues the details and'Genel}alZO',DY;Yeri apreed
that he would authorize McClellend to do soy Tt was stated thet ’
HeClelland chould contact G-4 at Parls on thise maiter. ) N

Colonel Gearhart advised Wise Hedel st 9 a.m, Harch 9th that
»e Var Depariment ceble had gone ot the night before arnd that the
ceble: ended with the followings “advise soonect whether feasible
for you to make these facilities availeble.” ' :

f

F. Hodel &






DEPARTMENT =ZOUTGOING ' DIVISIONOF - -
TOF oo T e . CENTRAL SERVICES ' -
S—TATE 'D.th‘rioution ?I%EE'RAM TELEGRAPH SETION
& veading only q‘ﬂTRALéJQVICES e g R SR ey 7
L ) a.rwanr»cum'ba (— )

195 MR 107 PY 4 03

o6/L
ORIV (eX] LIAISON

Vil

998

ot b
1945, o

L. fhe uorpye vegerie on uost urg‘nt th‘t 011 nosc1ule

a

eteps be trken st onee for uac Gellvery of:

fool pereeles to intonded bengticlerler 2 enery upwriiory>i”

agcorain:ly, you sre hereby cutihorized %o urocvre ?he ¥

Xesry Srenesory- tion, iaclutin LPuCLiﬂh f,cilltl

?ires, 0il, eto,, frou ony source %o be wriE
al
A
nternznionsl ted troes for (s) the @sliv: r\ of

311 g .
;Arrﬁ fooid wecke:-es rné (B) for the evrcurtlon of rhyrlCﬂlJy
] ux it aetrincel from enesy tPrrluory to d'it?erlwnﬂ,'“fhe
oPP6 Lrwes heote in thie -nrog; r'tm,, 77 o
__,_y—"’ 2, ‘'vhe urp Depaprtment toloy hns 910166 hbnvrll
hLiegcunover recowm.enting the relecee of HD tons of trucmiuu

erprelty nith 1500 to 2000 gnllone df;gnuolinevpsr,yeek pnd

neeeerrry lubrlesting oil for delivery %o the Internrtionnl

State Dept. Letter, 1- 11.72
) By R. H Parks Date_

19 W




et

=2= 908, llarch

Hed Crose i Suitzerlnnd e rkei For Lop
opert 1026, U=4 7t Prric hne beeni-inetructed by the

ARFAVOL A Pople chd you

Fapined onee. £0 work. R

- out-neceesrry detsils, i

S, You'nhould, of courer, continue to uike eviry |

effort to obtein trrueporistlon e L6t frrcinvbther‘,

cotrces including buiec Governmedat and priveote eources

in Suitzerlend, since ultimete trhﬁrmorintiu@n’e‘é{.‘

require more thon BD %tone of trucki Gty
For your iunformstion, tne Striss;fizﬁxietex} i'{i,"..}lEhlni’,ﬁ}fUl\

fovermacnt

hne edvieed me Ghet he nre pecoi:.er

thet aderurte trucking fredlitiee oo rele:vs‘ee'?rii;,- the:

Loard,

Sulsge for thic urgunt Lor nefug mork,

Uee your beat juGrment in hendling con

vhleh B0y rrise. Yleree Reop. donrd. sdviced of all

cevelopmente,




CADLE 70 MCGLELIARD; DHK - FROS WILLINA O'DRYR, EXFOUTTV. DIRSCTOR, WAR FEFUGEE
BOARD . e elae e R e

// Reference your No. 1017 of Fohruary t‘le, and No. 131.5101‘ n!mch 2, 1945, snd

Deparment'a How 819 of Febmnry LB. 19.65.

1, 'x‘he Board regarda as most urgent that n11 peeeibla etepa be ’eakeu at onee
for the delivery ot War Remgeﬂe Benrd food paroels fa intendad beneﬁohriea 1n
eneny berr!.tory. Aceordi.ngly, yon axe hareby authorined to prcoure ths neoea-—

esry traneportation, :hwluding tmcking faciutieu, gaaoline, ures,rén, etc.. :

fromany source to be made available to the Intematioml Red croas for (a) t.he .
=~z deﬁvery of var Refugee Board foed po ckagas und (b) for the mcuation ol' o
' rhyeioslly \mﬂ.t detainees irom aneny territory to Svitserland. 'S‘ha Boand

urges haste 1nth:leprogranr TR S . ::",'

. 2. ‘The Viar Department today hane cablsd Genoral Eieenhowar rooommend:l.ng tha

releace of 50 tons of ‘trucking capacity with 1,)00 to 2000 gallonn of gasonner per

week and necesgary lubricating ofl for delivex'y to the Intemt.ioml Red crou !.n

Switzerland earmarked for Var Hefugee Board operationa. G-’. at Pcris lms bron '

instrueted by the Viey Department 'to expeot youx' arri.vnl in Parie and yon ere.

hereby direoted to prcceed to Paris et once. o ﬁork ont necoeaary dutalls,

3. ¥You should, of courss, nontimo tom affort 1 to obtnin tmna-
rortation oquipment from other sources including Sviss ﬂavernmcnt and privata
sources in Suitzerland, sincs ultimate tmsportation neede my raqu:he moxe thnn
50 tons of trucking oe.paoity. .

¥or your infornetion, the Swies Uinister in Washington hes adviged me that .

" s hee Teoommended to his govemmnt. that adequuto tmcld.m, faoiutiea bo ye= .
leued by the Swise for this urgent ¥ar Refugee Bourd work.

Ure your best judgment in handling oonplioationa which may artne. Pleaan

_keep Board advised of all develcpmntc. : / /;\

'rbI.s 1s VRB Born 438

i MSW%A

g







FROII: dar Department

ro: Headquarters, Con’“‘mlc“tlons “one; ‘Buropcan- Theater” of Operations;’
}'arls, France, " : i HE s , e

NUHBER: VAR 49934 - j
DATE: ¢ iarch 1945 : &

~

' F‘rcm ileCloy to Eisenhower,

X' of transportation has brought to v1rtual st.:ndstll Har' * S 3 o
oaﬁ*‘(}ppra iors which supplied food ‘parcels to'inmates of concentratlon camps LT e T
-winMermany. Subject to availability din llght of rec,ulrements for operation, . o '
“provision from U.S.:Army.stocks trucking, fuel;-etd. las been’ authorlzed by :
Secreiary of Yar for this .purpose -in: VJ.eV’ of"- crltlcal conaltlon. L

A requirement of 50 tons of truc}:ing, preferablyl 10 5’ton trucks; dnd .
between 1,500 and 2,000 gallons of gasoline weekly plus. lubricating 6ils' needed

is estimated by Yar Refugee Board. It is proposed to-turn this- trucking: over. to
International led Cross for operation inside- Germany hy'them. i
frobably be effective place of transfer.

For the purpose of discussing drranrenents in dPtall wi I}
-Roswell lMeClellan, ‘jar Refugee Board representative in Bern, ‘is being dn‘ecwd e ST
by ‘ar Refuped Board to proceed to Faris+— Your-consultation-with“HeClellan—is: - o ——r—— .77 7
requested, and as soon as you know whether it is feasible: for.you to.make these. o
fac111t1 es available, inform us.

“pais- §- 30~ Ly . S -

gignatare- /é ol 4, jﬁam. ' R ,

ORIGINATOR: OAS /U

IHFORMATION: OPD, G-2 (War Refugee Bd), OUS/H, C of &

Chi=0UT~49934 (liar 45)










A m,umm)
FROM:
r0: EEEEIR ato, .usnnfton

DnldD' - Iarch 8 l9h5

LW GONTROL COPY

The followingimesséne ffom'“cClelland for VRB and the
: Devartnent is trunsnlttud. . ) L ]
Please rofbr ta- cfblo from ‘the Denartment dated february“
23 Lo. 819 and cable from the Le"atlon d ted Iarch 2 Lo. 1345
It was revealed Uj a: conversatlcﬁ on Larcn 6 with 7
3urclhurdt of ICRC that Nlmnler haq now mado hnoun hls uillinp-

ness to meet on larch 10, 11 or 12 uith Burckhardt. Therefore,

accompanied by Bachmann, hlS nersonat secreiary Jurck ardt

will definitely leave on kurqh'8t:, 9th for Germdny. These

conversations will he with ﬁhg. d'exc.usively,chiefly T
Kaltenbrunuer and 3 1mnler hIMQelf.—»ot tement was' made by the
intermediary who extended the “S invite‘jon Lhnt he had been
¢irceted to infornm Burckhardt'tnat itIC\ hlmself Pl"ht be
present at a part of the discussions, th< “Fuhrer's health
nermitting. :

The foregoing paruvranh 1s for the at_ ctly confiucntial
{urformetion of VKRB and the Dennrtnent.

It is the plan of Jurcknurdt to raise @ie‘ontire queétion
of relief to all cate*ories of; “cuutzhacftlin-$ und to'yrisoﬁers

of war, reserdless of their roli*ion, ruce or o tionality.

DECLASSHTED Lo LT
Btate Dept. Letter, 1- 117200 = 2 e = svuciallx

By R. H. Parks DqtgﬁELl Q 1972




© sspeclally there was brauqht un thp roleau,'gnﬂ,removél'of

physically unflt erpic.

O/On Tlareh 3°ICRC wag Offl”lPll" inlormed éﬁ—%&%ﬁ—&ﬂﬁhﬁﬁ%&&ﬂ

by the CGovernmsnt of G
oz b
._’—_//,-’——‘_7“ .
the exit from Germanv of eld
T e .
of Woréic eytractlon or nutlonalltlcv
o nmme R b ikl

- wiho viere unsulted as - 1aborers. It 1s~not~clear whcther the
—_— T "

kaz10-include Jouis amonfr the neonle of -rench nationality.,rz

Germens aesire to Iimit tbe evacuees to oertain na; 10nalitles,‘

_for reasons which are not clear. /ﬁg e R S e e

Twenty~five trucks with fuel and prisoners of Gar parcels:”

left Switzerlend for Germany on the 7tn of Narch according to,

. : the plan reported in our message No{‘1345} ,Permission'for~the
entry of as many trucks as ICRC wisheééfor nrisoners of viar
* relief has now been ;ranted by the Germang.OKw. Jhetner this:
authorization includeé trucks cgrryinjrfélief,to‘Schutzhaeftlingef
is not cleear. 6n this point Jurckhardt will make'pn éffbrt
~to obtain favorable decision,

At the present time the number of tr%cks

Oten. UM ‘teard

avallable in Switzerland to ICRC4(*) Pros not to'

am for POJb

nention chutzheeftlinge, and also would: be 1nsufficient ir the
llazis asrced to allow the removal of any gonsiuepeble,numocr of
Gechutzhaeftlinge from Germany. ICRC has, ih‘éllt~50,Cangdian_
trucks, of only three tons capacity, and A3vﬁni€ed;ﬁﬁgtes fzh&ﬁér

i
;

of from seven to cisht tons capacity. i : {

I uncerstand : |



,35"'

i R

T unccruuﬂnd

shat SIVOTF a8 now asresd to furnlsh fuel not for

Uansfurt—reuﬁﬁto 1naésibi1'*e“'ﬂ'ou s Tut~‘nl' for trdnsn01t1n~
¥ UL ¥

-relicef to-orisoners+ of &ar, you mizsht s desll Apoftake;uy;wipn;i, S
o the ar Dunertnent this ~anter.

”hcre is &7WOSu1bil1tj uhat e de be con;lorted suunenly

'w1th a NUJOT tcchnical and transvort nroblem if the Gcrmansr

conceivably amount. to several tens of thousends) followinv thﬂf,

nevotlatlons of Burckharut; Under ﬁ%esent conditlonS'i: is

rmost unlikely that the Swiss will be able or willln" to send

railway trains to Germvny to ret such: evacuees, or tlat the : . T
germans will be able or willing to transport- them to the owissr

- border. 7

- At the present time I am working on uhe problen of trans-

”

porting our 60,000 VR3 narcels to unassimllated 'roups in

. Germuny throush the ICRC Division of opeeial,gusistunce,ﬂnd
jaieti

taroush private owiss trucklnr concerns., If tires can be

" i N .
furnished fron the outside, or at the very,least,rtho;r
replacerment within a short and definite time lihit cahyhb

~uaranteed, there is a sli~ht vossibillty of securinp five to

Celmit wogg-qug}ggﬂyggggg, an aeverase of ten hcavy duty “tires

and two spares per truck must bo estim@tbd.

Jith reforence to the entry of new.and: 1nr~er Hroups of-

refupees 10huwas sasured by von utciner, 1r651dent of Confedorution

that to tue 1imit of 1ts pOJSJbllitiQS ow1tzerland in\princinle,

would admit such froups. .

(*) Avrarent omission- verification rejuested.

DC/L:LC..:1°2  3/10/45
: .'<;QW

“}iARRISON \\i\‘i‘-‘l* .




FROM: - .;sm““‘lcun Le 'ation,

TO: uocretary of State
DaTiD: " larch 3, 191*57’
NULBOR: T 71481

. message after the word ICRC a @

Lo tollowing, "are very .

'ina&édhaﬁ{e to any extrabrdirﬁéry .reli:’e;f"',. The fﬁn'a,i»para’z;i-qi)};,
will then reed:, V ' ' 7 o
4t the present time the number of trucks poteéntially

“available in Suitzerland to ICRC-are very inadequate:to.

' - any ocxtraordinary rclief pro;—;ramrfo'r:PC‘.VIS,:V'Vpti 'té'rmenﬁiqnfj

Schutzhaeftlingse; &nd also Jould be

Hazls agree to allow the removal of any cons:.c’eruole

number of Schutzhaeftlince from Germuny. “ICRC- hau, in
all, 50 Canadian trueks, of only three’ tonrs‘_ capacity,
and 48 United ‘States trucks of f':pom s’even to :Oi{:ht tons

éapncity.
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FOR O'D\v’YER VRB “FROM HAN

for ld Jew1sh Congross here feels séme %éibiiity
German oolch of exuerminatlon nay soon be changlng %o :
one of eVacuation of Jews. They recognlze transport
difficulties of saving any larg"nﬁmper ghou;dfGermgps'V
be willing to‘ﬁermit exiT. Théy ;Ointjéﬁfiigteféroéé
negotiating with gﬁAEF fof urucks To carfy narcels to
prisoncr war camps in Germany. f”on Cer mat Sw1ss border

in south and Lubeck in north. ”umber trvcks to be fur=

nighed Intercross undetermined but WJC 1nformed agree-

ment recached on principle. Suéh‘trucks they Doint outi -
will Ye returning empty from wrisoner war camns to Cermwn
WJG
approaching Intercross tnrough delegate here and have
asked that Tntercross be urged by~board's representa—r‘

tive in Bern to approach Germans with view td»working

out arrangement along lines indicatgd abé#é fpr evacuating

refﬁgees
DECLASSHHED
“Btate Dept. Letter; 1- 1178

By R, H. Parke Date__SE_EJ. 9 1972
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3/ . g~ #2402, March 8, 7 p.ui., from London - Sl e T e

refugees from Germanys:-;If board perceives no-objection

please give -appropriate instruction






T T THECUNVE oFRIcE OFTHE PRESIDENT
WARREFUGEE:BOARD

INTER-OFFICE' COMMUNICATION - 7
- Dg?é"mrEIi 5,:1945 .
o General Q'ﬁwyer ; B L o 7' : S L

rrom _ Miss Hodel

Re: = Status. of Program Approved at Board;bieetihg' an’ Februa.ry 20, 1945, -
- I. A cable was dispatch to McGlelland on’ February 23 requestmg a report
- ag to available supplies ine Switzerland and that approaches be made
to the Intemational Red:Cross. and the Swiss Government with: a view = -

.. to putting into operation the proposa.ls approved by the Boa.rd., Fth:

" respect to the approaches t¢ be made to the Swigs Government, the
cable ' as dispatched by the State Department, instructed- McGlelland
only if the Currie Migsioh concurred.' . No reply has been received -
to date. - ’

VWith respect to the availability of supplies which might be- used for:
replenishment to the Swiss, we have lined up the followingx A

(1) Food

&4 - 300,000 thousand three-kilo® food packages are now being purchased
by Treasury Procurement for:the ﬂar Refuges Board . for shipment -

to the International Red Cross.;: These packages ‘are being paid

for by an allocation from the Pres:.dent's Emergency F\md

We have requested Blockada clearance for the ext.ension of the
foregoing program by an additional 300, OOO food packages,

b,

¢, Seven million priscner of war packages now stocked in Switzerland.

d.

Americen Red Cross food stocks in Bpain,
e, Food supplies in Portugal and the Auores:
(2) Medicel supplies '

Supplies now in Ireland to be used by the Irish Red Cross for
foreign refugees in agreement with the American Red Cross.

(3) Trucks, tires and gasoline

a. Spain )
Ambagsador Hayes»“as adviged that there are adequate trucks, tires
and gasoline in Spain available for the transportdtim of supplies

s



from Spain to Switzerland. These tr ks could-be made avail- .
able to the Sparish Red Cross: and could.be used: for the trans- -
portation. of ‘the. stocks -of the American Red’ Cross now in Spain

which have not: been used for-over-two yedrs,

b. VSwitzerland

| The Swiss Minister has indicated to-General ‘OtDiyers that. trucks,
tires and gasoline.are available in- Switzerland for' the fFap .. ..
" Refugee Board program. Replenishment of these Swiss ‘supplies’
would have to be made ifrom army stocks in Burope after. the war.
iri Burope ceases. It .is assumed that it:would be impogsible " -
to obtain an allocation of-either:the supplies: or the ‘shipping
space for the replenishment from-the United:States prior:to:the
cessation of ‘hostilitiesy - < 1 : L S

1II. Problems Relating t,o,th(; Evacuation of Refugees: from Switzeriand to
N Rith=controlled canmps. RN D o -
172 —

{1) UNRRA

General 0'Dsyer has advised Governor Lehmen_ that, -in ‘addition ta. -
the groups of 1672 and 1210 ‘whose ‘evacuation is now being arranged
for, it may be expected that large number's of refugees wio.arrive..
in Switzerland from enemy territory may ~have to be evacuated ‘to.
Allied territory. Governor Iighman has indicated his interest in
this matteir and has requested that UNRRA be: advised -as.soon as
possible so that appropriate ‘arrangements &y be made. at Philippe=-:
ville eand other UNRRA camps. ~ It-would ‘appear- that the problem . -
of obtaining adequate supplies and personnel:to run the! UNRRA -
camps for large numhers of refugees is-solely an UNERA matter,
However, tie Jar Refugee Board should be in a position to give

all possible support to any UNRRA ‘request on these matters.

(2) War Department

The War Department is now working out . the arrangements for the
transportation of the two groups of refugees from siitzerland
to Philippeville, Timg far, we have received full cooperation
from the War Department. However, SACMED. appears to be raising
stumbling blocks end will have - to:be watohed carefully. if any:
large-scale movement 1s to be arranged for. - A :
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DEpartmant's 819, I‘Ebruarr 25 nd LEcatlon's 121’7,

PEbruary 24

-

Following is prEllmlnarv "nswsr to 3our 819.

an: bE dEl“n—

From recent’ convzrsatlons w1tn IGRC 1t ca

itely stated that: 1t 1s not- now nEcEssarJ to ask S\Jlss

Governrent to make food SuppllESifOIf;I‘EllEf shlpmgnt to--

Germany available to ICRC.

60 OO_(L;Z%..J&J.IO 'JRB Darczls h'wr—: Just reachsd GenEva

from Toulon. _This makEs 150 tons of I‘EllEf percals.

ICRC!'s D1V1s*on of Sm:clal Psmstancg whlch SpEclS.llZES

in relief to unassimilated groups hﬂs aquuatE suppllzs
on hand for all French and Bé»lg’iﬁr}—J'§cl1utzhazfllng;“ in
Germanye 7 k

IORC has at least 80,000 ‘tons-of POV relief supplies

warechoused ‘in Switzerland at present molm:nt ari amount -

* considerably in ExcEsS of what can actuallv‘brz Shlppcd

into Germany during coming months undEr orEv:, 11ng trans-

ditions unless several hundrEd truoks bEcomE

: : - DECLASSIFIED
available, “State Dept, Lettor, 1-11:72

L f_Ev', By R 3 Furke pueSEP 19 1972

port con




”1545 March 25 ll a.m.,';rdﬁrﬁérn,

A wa days ano ICRA dlscussad Exhaustlvzly w1tn

compEuEnt Sw1ss authorltlzi‘partlculgrly from DUlSS nrmJ
avallablllty of motor trucys 1n Sw1tzfrland lor lC?C
shlpmznts 1nto uarmqny. Thsss conversatlons rEVEa1 d.,j
-~ that totalpnumbﬁ
) sbout l 500 '
}ack of SUltablE tirEs.' Sw1ss nrmy 18 accordlngly
already bEEn forced rzoulsltion prlvatE VEhlGlE. ‘As’
further txample Swiss. EXpEPlEnCEd grEatEst dlfflcultv 1n
gquipping with tires twslvs hEavy auty: urucksr nd tP“llEr
which were used somz,ﬁéhtks ago'to mov773w1ss food SthlS :
from Spanish bordEr abfés; France. B

There 1is thErEforE val‘ littls prospzct of ow1ss

e - .
bElng ublE furnlsh ICRC w1th trucks and cErtalnlv not

unlEss tlrEs are flrst SupollEd friom: outsxde.

Tor prisonsrs of uar ICRC pian to sznd across Sw1sq
border into Germony two 1n1t1a1 convoys of tENn trucks Each.‘
One- convoy will go bto LuEbEck carrving malnly gos, andr011
to supply sixi:rucks placEd at disposal IGRC ‘Berlin
delegation by ‘Geérman authorltlcs. ThEsE 31x trucks arE

now pErforming 1nva1uab1E SEerGE dsllvtring parcEls to
Allied POWS on roads and 1n asszmbly cEntEr that reglon.
second convoy will procEEd to Munlch arEa 1oadzd wlth '

POV parcelss

1t s not-




3= #1345, Iarch 2 ll a.m., from Bzrn

w1ll maVE any

1t is nob ant1clpated that Germans

difficultiES'for entry- tnEsE two convovs whlch ¥

on or about ‘HMarch 2.

T-understand that 1f tnESE flrst t

,_—"SuGGESSfull7 SHAEF in: Frﬂn '-w1117agre

Vlth ;u“thEr ‘stocks of qul to bE brought up* from

‘Marseille 1n tank oars. If thEi.,A E'

fuel is available to I”RC 1t 1s assum

aellver of POW parcEl 1nto GErmany

up unbil magorlty of 100 Amcross and. Cana ia

trucks avallabla to ICRG in Sw1tz5rland ares -in. us

this Event hmoross Washlngton mlght

relzasz four or five of thESE trucks to ICRG for carrylng
imilated groups 1n GErmany.

parczls to unass

Should sufflclsnt “trucks becomE avallable to movE

150 tons of VWRB Toulon parcels 1nto GErmany within next

few wEEks quEstlon of further SuppllES can- arlsE. You

ss quEstlon of

might, BhErefore, also lecuss wlth Amcro

uszd POJ stocks 1n Suitzzrland

thEir rleasing from un

thls p01nt

¥/RB program. 5

60 to 80 thousand paroEls fo

it is not antlclpate uSE_of

d that Germens w111 obgect to

five kilo parcels for una351m11atsd pErsons since there

EI‘V:LOE .

is no longErvany question of using GErman postal 8

Iamltsd




Vg—,———\,\r._‘_._ﬁ_

avallabls for purchasf in Sw1tzErland' andllargEr

RN TRL R Ry o
could probably be secured against guarantEEs of rEplacE— _'f

ments.

1nformEd. Any clothlng parcEls ShlopEd 1nto CErmany w1ll

therefore have to- COmE from out31dE.

TCRC is in prlnclplE qults wllllng und

reliefl suppllas to any catsgor

of acnsss1b1£

tllnge" prOV1dEd committss is. SulelEd w1th'nEcESSary

transport Equlpmzntc
I thE takEn up quEstion,'of'iCRC'organiziﬁgland
effectuating removal of phjsically unfib dEtalnEEs from

Germany to Switzerlands I Enthrualn, howzver, some

doub® concErnlng feasibility thls program. Ouus;dE,of-

sy affair, Haz1s havs display red. no w1111ngnEss to 7
rElEasE © civil detainees unsultEd for labor AnT gensral
although such an gventuality 1s not Exoludzd. s have

asked Burkhardt of ICRC to bsar this 1mnortﬁnt rEquEst

in mind in course of nEgotwﬂulons w1th Hirmler and othEr

German authorities which 1s hOpEd hE,WillibE‘ablE,undEPf

take in near futurE. 1 will'infﬁrm board ééfgoon_as

possible concerning this pO‘nt.

REgardlng




5= 51545 Marchrz; llré;mljlfrom“ﬁzfn

Regardlng Sw1tzsr1and‘s accEptancE of sﬁbh’addiﬁiohal'
by LCRC under

groups- of rEquEES as mlght bE EXurwcaued

this program thls w111 bE WadE sub'rct Of—SpEGlal

convsrsatlons with SWlSS autnorltles.:rlt 1s my IEElln“

'VLattEr nolnt UTll

Yy
Nnecessary suuolEantal food 5uuffs.

be discussed with CurrlE HlsSlop.

FARRISON







FROM:

TO:

DiTED: “Fobruary 34, 1945 -

NUMBER: 1217
X

The' following message. is from ‘I.{Vquréllr.anazrfbfr' WRBs

The ninctecnth of February, -I.had:occcasion RS AR I Sy
disciss with Dr. Marti, ChiefICRC Delegate from Berlin: the current -
situation.in Gormany of "Schutzhaeftlinge®. and Jowish: deportees, - i
) se% Tegation's 455 of. the twenty second of January,

44, of the second of February and>1159-of -the tw"erityrsecond of
February. ST . i N

Tt seoms that the Nazis arg ovacuating coneontration
camp inmates ard regrouping them in two goneral:areas: Between
Hamburg and Lucbeck (with headquarters 1ocated. at: concdentration
camp of HNeuengamme near Hamburg ) and: Minich, with héadgquartors .= -
at Dachau camp. It is reported by Marti ‘that conditions of
frightful crowding already existing:in Neuengamme and Dachau.
where concontrees, who are. almost all-in very poor: physcial &
condition from prolongedru.ndernourishmeht and ‘mistroatment, ‘afber
days on foot arrive in state of utter ‘oxhaustion. .is :a.result.
of cvacuation measures a great. many have alroady died:’ i most
convineing case for urgent nced of transportation. cquipment was
given by Marti, stating that invaluable aid. could bo rondered to at.
lcast some thousands if a few trucks werc on hand. . Marti, forsecs-no
difficulty as regards permission to distribute relief “parcels en spot
in such assembly camps, in view of gunoral willingness-of 85"
officials to cooperate with ICRC»rcpea’t’odly'domonstrated gince
January and of goneral state of confusion, - R : o

For Hamburg rogion, parccls .could come. from VWRB stocks
at Goteborg wherc some 220 odd thousznd.of: our parcels-arc stocked:
still. For Munich area, parcels could bo trucked from Switzerland -
over this comparrtively short distance.- it this time we have N
60,000 WRB parccls -in Toulon unloaded: from CARIT..S -II during. }
January against which arragoment: to ,bqrrow ponding “arrival these
parcels in Switzerland could doubtless bo made -with TCRC.

.8 ragards -

JMiss Chauncey (for the Scc!y), kzin,. Cohny —D\Vi?éis;,qgsﬁrénfzf}iodel? o
Hutchison, McCormack,: Q'Dwyer, Fif_L?s - DHOLASSIFIED- 4
- M - 5 R . Stato Dept. Letter, 111272+

- BY ‘R. H, Parks D(\Vt:e;'S:EP 19 1972




1mp0551b111ty for ICRC sccure qdcquate rai il transport, although
POVS -are -in better phy31cal condltlon in g eral ﬂnd less ‘liable::
to die.of- starvatlon. i 7

I tch 11borty of renow1ng my'request thqt WRB.
arrange ‘placc my disposal:four or five trucks for ICRC™ or, if
this is not practical,  authorize me attempt secure them.in
Switzerland, in light of urgency -of this-critical situation. : N
Beforc they would permit vehicles to 1eave: Sw1tzer1and for utlllzatlon
in Germeny, the Swiss /frmy would- doubtless request. guarantec:of::
replacement within reasonable time of ‘at ldast tires, if-not trucks
themsclves,  From afounts -grated TCRC Tor POW trucks, small B
supply of -fuel ard-oil could be madc avallable.j :

Recommend gérious nd prompt con51derat10n of this o
requust’ 25 there are only few weoks or at. most monbhs remalnlng
in which to take cffective measures. “We are positive action of !
this nature would serve to implement ﬂct1v1tles bj Sw1ss 0ff101115
2nd ICRC requcsted in-your. late mLssagos. A

-mfson

DC/L:KIG
2-26-45
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&

9, Pebruary 23, ,1945‘,5 mm;;

The Har Refubee dosrd 1c reuueeteu to
sentative to obtain the necessary cooner@tion of tne Lnternntionwl

Red Cross and the dviss aovernmenta

'ﬁhé“necersary food medieinf

'Dade available 0 the Internﬂtionzl Wea Gross uy th

rent agoinet oup promise of reuayment op- replnnlpnment aftor ﬁhe ': B

var. 1% ir uniderstood that private tunds are,érgllhole for thu

neceegary £inancing.

(sipned) Wi i120m umyerr RTINS L T
;neevtive Direcuor : : L

AVEROVED:  (01gned) Joseph G, Grew. , o
neting seeretary of Ltate i ’ . R T G S,

(bigned) H, dorgenthou, Jvs
veeretary of the ireasury

{Sayned) Hanry L, Huimson
Leeretary of iiap. ULQUCTE -

¥ou will note thot the prograk hpproved envieﬁges (1) fur-
nlehdn: o608 and otier relief through tue lntcrnotlonal He' Crosae.
to phyeleclly uwnfi® unngsinilated uetainees "ho are ‘1uh1n enemy-
controllei territory, .and (2) sueir reﬁOV“l py the™ International
Red Crose to ﬂzfety in Uwitzeriand 4e- soon a8 possible° e e
' The sxecutive Dirvector of tile board»plgnnﬂﬁo ug,to Juitizer-
1anG An the near future in comnection with thé fbféﬁbinﬁ Prograt
. : ,VI“ )



-3-#819, February 25, 1945, Hidnight, 07 Bern

In the meantime,rybu are,féauep ed to do the follovinL inmedi tély{

1. . uzoplore” 1;119 avalI 1)) y I Jni uuerl nd of” fooc.

rellef bUnplle' as vell ag trun6portﬁtion enuiwnenta

B R }leaee adviee the ucar and De)artmcﬂt qt once nheuner

Cow oooreliel srueke are per

Ggrmantcongrolleﬂ,aréas

- reloadifiy of sunﬁlies{"; o o

.2, Approach Intercross viuh a vieu to obbe: 1ninb thelr concent

to -deliver the relief qupblioe in- enery terriﬁory ‘nd to

F e nize @nﬂ effectugte tine PeMOV“ of Letainees to

ite coneent (a) o moke availsble to Intererors otz the

neeercary supnlies and enuiwmen‘ ror the- fore“oin reliefl

ahd evacuatlon LIFoLrLa nnd (b) B0

reach Guiss borders -nd house ondd ﬂintﬂin,tham unﬂer

suard until ve are able o orrivge. foritlieir evociatlon to

Allies territory. You .oy ucéhi@iﬁﬂélﬁ9ias,fhgfithin—
uovernnent 711l arrange for tne renlcniehnent fron tne
ougelde of all csupplies nade avwilable by the dvieq for
thls purpose ond compensation for: ueo of euuipnent.

Flonge zoaoert o1l evelo sienie

S AP
. GREV -
i (4cting)

. ((:LU)

VRB: HMViKG

nn otner

pumlu all Vet ninoes vho




CABLE TO HARRLSON AND mcmxuﬂp, ann,jmbg vspmrmr‘jmm mu’rmﬁ'nm -

The fouwins ie text of mamhn of Eucnt:lvo Direetor of ¥ar g
Refugee Board which was- nnanimously apprwed ht Board mung February thz

"Manorancmi'tox secrﬂtary Btsttinius
-Smoratary ibtgmthnu
Secretary Stimson B :

Onr best . mforntim indicates that, ‘while the eneny has -
abandoned wholesale exterrinztion of detsinees, large nuxbers of
the physically tnfit sre now in imuinent dariger of death-due to .
starvation, expbsure and ‘deliberate neglect,. ~The actual nunbsu
are. wnknown and are: believ “to be ehauging dsﬂy. e e

7t Wpood, medicines #nd clothing must be ¢ distrib\md to—snmﬁle-’*A' 5

tainees: 91: once - if their lives are to be saved. They should be re=- -
moved, i¥ possible, to. sat‘e‘by 1n Switserland without nnnsoesuary
dahy. .

nThe International Red Cross 19 mlr only neans of direot cmtact
with the csmps, ' Operatiens can best be conductad fron: switaerland. :

"The War Refugee Board is requeated to ‘authorite its represmta—
tive to ocbtain the nscessary cooporaﬁ:lon of the Intornatiaal Red
Cross and of the Swiss aovemmt. o

“The War Be!.‘ugn Board is further mqmted to lpprovc “trat the

necessary food, medicines and transportation equipment be zads av avail=
able 40 the Internaticonsl Red Cross by the Swiss Covernment agdast
our promise of repsymmnt or replenishment afier the war. It is ' = ..
understood that private funds arq”gvaﬂabh for the necessary: ﬂ.nmcing
(8igned) William O'Dwyer
t:l.n m:-.mr

APPROVED: (Signed) Joseph C. Grew
Acting Seoretary of State

(Signed) H, Morgenthau, Jdr,.
Seoretery of the Treasury

(81gned) Henry L. Stimson
Secrstory of War,®

You will note that the program npprovad .nvi.ugu Q) turnhhing food

and other relisf shrough the Internaticnal Red Cross to physically unfit. =~
_unassimilated Mnhtn ‘who dre wiﬂun ctalv-controncd tarrdtory, and




2=

{2) their removal by the Intema.t.ional Rad Groas to safet.y 1n Swi.tnarland .
as soon as poss:.ble. . e T

The Execut:l.ve Director of the Board plans to go to vaitzerland in the T
near future in connecotion with the foregoing: program
are raquasted ‘bo do tha following immediate],y: !

1, Bxplore the availability in m-n.tzarland of i‘ood and other
relief supplies as well as transportation equipment. Pleass
advise the Board and Department at once whether relief trucks
are permitted to move from Smtzerland t6 German=controlled
areas and returm to s‘witzerltmd for reloziding o:t supplies;

2T 2, Approach Interorons w:[th A vies to: obtaining their consent
- - 707 4o deliver the relief supplies in enemy .territory.and to. -
- . -..orgenige and off effentuabe the: removal of detainees to ‘Switzere--

~ N the meantim, you

land; ]

3. Approach the Svr;lss bovemment £ar tha purpose o obtaining
their consent (a) to make available to Interoross now the -
necessary supplies and equipment for the foragoing relief
and evacuation program send (b) to admit all detainees who :
reach her borders and house and maintain- them under gusrd- .
until we are able to arrange for. their evaecuation to:" = -
Allied territory. You my assure the Swigs that this

" Govermment will arrange for the replsnishment from the:
. “outelde of all supplies made available by the Swiss for
. , this purpose and compensation for use of equi.pmnt.

Pleaae report all developments to Departmmt and Board

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 416e '

10:00 a.m.
February 22, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akz.ln, Cohn, DU.BOJ.S, Gaston, Hodel
Hutchison, MeCormack, O'Dwyer, Files
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FROM
Re

i,

11,

III,

-

5.

Mr, McCormack -

- EXECUTIVE QFFICE OF. THE Priisii;;s}n:
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

{NTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION *
D pam
) 7 . rFe'bruary.Zl,
The Executive Director e

Sources -0of food, médicaments, and ‘clothing, .

By way of implementihg‘yoiﬁ‘.—éﬁfdrté.

L ‘sﬁj’;pli-éé for distribution to the mnassinilated; there is pointed: up-hsrein
- possible sources,. . R : T AR

- .

. Fo0D e B - . TR - E R g
1. Food supplies in bulk or parcel form indigenous.to Switzerland, .
2. Food supplies ir bullk or parcel form indigenous to-other neutrals.
%, Féod supplies in bulk or purcel form from either FEA ¢r UNERA -;
stockpiles abroad, D i

4, Food supplies in bulk or prrcel form from the U, S, A o e
(NOTE: - Eight wholesale food companies. in V.S, A have manifested:.
interest -in the current WRB parcel program,- :Seven of sthese com-
panies have a parcel-packing capacity of: 100,500 parcels ner s
month; the eighth company has a 300,000 parcel-packing ‘éapacity) .

5. Ameross POW parcel stockpile current.consigned t0 ICRC Y .0 -
(NOTE: Present Ameross stockpile of FOW parcels.in Buropeis
7,000,000, The monthly distribution rate is 253,000 parcels,
=herefore, it will teke 27 months to- exhaust ‘this existing
stockpile., In addition thereto 362,250 parcels go-forward
from this country each month, 150 per cent of the monthly dis—
tribution rate.) ’ .

MEDICAMENTS Do

1. Pharmaceuticals indigenous to Syitzerland.

2. Pharmeceuticals indizenous:to other neutrals.
(See my memo re stockpile in Eire 2/21/ap). :

3, Phermaceuticals from FEA or UKRRA ‘stockpiles abroad, ="

4, Pharmaceuticals from the U'S.A, o ST

5, Amcross POV stockpiles of medical supplies alrendy abroad and being
implemented on monthly basis, ¥hile not as large reserve as standard
POW parcels, at least proportionately great, .

CLOTHING o

1. Clothing indigenous to- Switzerland,

2. OClothing indigenous to other neutrals,

3, GClothing from FEA or UNRRA stockpiles.

4, OClothing (new or used) from the U.S,As
Amcross POW stockpiles in limited smounts.

to secure.for IGRc,favdequate

1945




T
I




Februaty 21, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Acting Seereta.ry of State Gre'lr telephoned Gecneral O'Dnyer
today end advised him that Mr, Fenninger of the. Swiss National
Bank-had informed Mr. Grew that plenty of -trucks were available -
in Switgzerland-but that tires and gasoline are very. short,
Mr, Grew slso advised that food and other supplies are very:. -
scarce in Switzerland. He pointed out, however, that the Swiss~
L have a fleet of ships plying between the United States and
s LT Portugel which might be available for the: shipmmt of: ‘any- : SIET
) suppliss from this comﬁry. G o o

—F..'ﬁéael" :







* EXECUTIVE rb"FVFlCéléF' THEVZI;RESII')ENT
WAR-REFUGEE BOARD: "

" INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION:

| " DATE

10 e Ixecublve pirector . s

sieCormacy

FROM

ediczl Jtockpile

Fochey J_b"’,/, under E X 1 G-3¢ urenent L

. - tesy tube, to mdblie
- Iri.h red Cross Soci

,;)O;..-J_,} HEVE becn gk

¢8 oniy &iier aucno it

L tarouvshout . this «
v reiief, but withoult great, Sinece -

tne case, 1 mi’er Ny ,uugbes‘bﬂ' ot

maniiestea

Irich-Crois

thiin next week or two, it is suggesied tiut you visi’b ‘Bagil Q'Coumor
with & view to the releuse of these xec;l cl °u.1gl_LeQ to the Swiss by wayiof

“EB l)m.posee I el -cer~
11 nov refuse to «,'I‘ulcluc:be in this.very rily. under-
h, I shedl be uappy to urrzmte an. a)yolm;rlent with

Ar. o'Connor.
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L zqm;, |

dAﬂDUu TO‘ Secretary Stettinius
gsorstary. Horgenthau
Secretary Stimscn BN

- Our best 1nformation 1ndicates that, while the enemy has :—,,z

bandoned wholeasale” exterm natlon-of detainees, large humbers of
nhe-physloally unfit are.nov: “An-Amminent danger of. death dué to.

_,atarvation, gxposure: and deliberite. neglecti. The -actual- numbers

are unknown and are believed to be changing dally. S

; |94

Food medicines and - clothing must be dI/tribuued %0 such de—'

= tainees at once ‘if their lives are- to be-saved. ~They: ahould ‘be re=

:.moved, LT poqﬂible, to safety in: Switzerland without unnecessary

o delay.

i The International Red Cross ‘18 :ur only meanS' ; d;rect eonﬁact
with the camos. Opeﬂ'tlons can bei be: oonducted T “witzarlénd.
ST The War Refugee ‘Board: is recue ed to- authoriz Sh1:H representa-
—_tive %o obtzin the neceseary. cooperation of - the Internatlonal Hed -

Cross and of the Swiss Government. ST
- The Yar Refugee Board 1s further recueated %o approve that the'f”

necesaary food, medicines snd “trangportotion equipment e made &vall~
able -to the Internatlonsl Red Cross by -the Bwigs. Government against
. our promise of repeymnnt or renlenishment after the wan

BoR RoRm : It s un&er—

stood'thet Drlvate'funds are available for the”neeeasary finsnciug.
- (sfEme a)uiu-uro'nwyer "

. Wllliam D'Dwyer :
mxecutive Director’

Secretary of War,,5

. 2/20/45"
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FEB 201945

v
geerstary Sitetbinias
Sserctary Xorgenthsu
Searstary stimson

Our o83t faforanilon iladlestes thel, whlle the eneny hee
. - zuandonad vholessle syicealnatlon of ﬁetainevk, lergs sumbers of
+- e cnyaleslly wnfit =re np¥ in lasinsnt denger of death due to
atarvatisn, ex-os snd deliberate hegleet. -Vhe aciual numbsrd
ar= uwliDowh eBad BTe u«li#vﬁﬁ to e changing 4aily..

Food, pedloinag sne clothin& muat_pe distributed %o such de-
L2inees =% onee Af their llvas sre to be ssved., They zhiould we re-
noved, 1f o2¢lble, to sef=ty in switzerland without uanscesaary

reley. . : -

Tne Internstionsl Hed Sross Lz sur only mesie of direet gondacelt
wivh vhe esmre.  COpsratlons esn Dral De conducied from Uwiismsrlend.

BT

The wpr iefuxes Sesrd le rzcusgtsd to autherlze its reprecsais-
tive to ouotaln the neeeszsry coopsretion or the lnhhrnaniunel hnd
Srose end of the Siss aovarnment.

The wspr “sfugcse 3perd le further reouezisd to approve that the
neeeraspy focd, medlclnes and transcortailon sguipment we made avall-
2ble tO the InLnrn.blonal fed Croza hy tha Iwies &ovsrnm“nt agsinst

our rami € of Pe*uynont or re-lepishasat 9ft9¥ the wares
v, It ie uﬂdﬁr-

?tooﬁ thet rlv»tn funde &8 available Tor she necesasry finznclpg.
Prag T Dwre s

Willlam O'Duyer
cxeeutive Yirsctvor

ArypGYLDY

s/ c.

0$1147 sa0rrtery of itate
/.3/ 7!/ MM‘UJI,)‘:
Sagretaery of the Tressury

seeretary of YWer

Wo'Dind  £2/20/48




MEMORANTUM TO: Secretary of State
) Sacretary of ‘the Treasury

Sacretary of War

Our best information indicates that, while the enemy has abandoned
wholesale extermination of detainees, large numbers of the physically
unfit are now in imminent danger of death due to starvation, exposure -
and dellberate negleci. The actual numbers are unknown m and are
believed to hp imexm chdnging daily. )

Foogy medicind® and clothing must bevﬁistributed to such detainees
at once*if their ;Lives are to be saved, They should be removed, if
pos;ible;, to 9afetr mbhout unnegessary delay.?The International Red
Cross is our only means of direct contact with thege-camps. QOperations
can best be conducted from Switzerlend.

The Jar Refugee Board is requested to authorize its representative
to ;éél: It;e neceasary cooperation of the Internatimal Red Cross and of-

the Swiss Government,

—
To—earryout—this-program the ‘approval and” consent of ‘the-Swisy
Government must be obtained and the necesgary food, medicines and tres-
portation must be mede available to the Intematimal Red Cross.
be prepéred to
This Government mus}/mmish the necessary supplies and equipment

to the International Red Croae either through Switzerland against our,

nefr § o bf: &g foow Qe
promise to, replenish M—ﬁ‘a& in kind, &A o !orzzi‘rom avabithied

stocks noE-in-Euvepe., Adequate private funds are availbble.ﬁv A “44 /.

The suthority for this program Bhould embrace




February 19, 1945

CALLS

George Killion ~ Dem, Natl, Com, - phoned Thursday - -
Major Murtakh - Senator Meadels office - called this a,m,

e

APPOINTENTS REQUESTED

Cong, Dick Stein (N,Y,) wents to see you Wednesday
Jim Perkins

Ls, Fay

e i A b
s A B
s /%f‘;%“;%mﬁ

W .




Rough Draft - 2/19/45

Gentlement

Our best information from the ﬁ.eld indic-ates that the Enemy is

s

no longer s extermlnating the—ahysic&lrmfitmongthe&nternad

It is reasonable to suppose, hovever, that large numbers of the mi'.ez:ned;

due to i¥iImess, overwork snd eratky-tat conditiend, slow starvation -and
other causes, are dally being set aside as useless %o the Enemy war efforts

__ ‘Mme.narrowinz &pace between tha ‘A¥lied“1inbs iu.nden'btediy‘fhés:‘*'éi'"e‘aﬁ'e’d a h'ous-

ing, food; mﬂ:’med‘lcinr’shortage.' It is reasona‘ble to sug_nose that tnese cast- ’
Yk

- e

~ of .each weskiag%ay“ 80 that we a.re unable to state what the accurate numbdF

to be cared for is oz?»\“v;;l be or where they are to be found,
We ask the Board'for authority %o use the services of the Intercross

to trace them end, having found them, to make it possible for. the- Intercross
to aid them v;ri{:hinlr a.nd if possible to remove them to ‘a place of safety, N -
Trdwdl ) reguize ?his Government"s‘ providiag the Red Grosg wit}f&/fc;od, medicine, ‘
and means of transportation and arranging with the Swlss Governmeﬁt fofr thqir
maintenance upon delivery in Switzerland, This again will call for an és—
surance to the Swiss Government that any outlay of fot;d, equipment, or
housing will ‘be paid for or replaced in kind, I

The important thing at this time is for this Board to agree onj

"

(b) Authorizing its representative te—earrywout in the field

WQ the necessary agreements with the International Red Cross

; )
and the Swiss Government, '/W 7%/4(’ Wm




s

(c) This euthority should embrace all similfer cases dis-
covered within the Enemy lines by the International
Red Croes not already known,
The Swiss Gove'i\:unent will undoubtedly require performance of ex-
ercising agreements to rez{ove tvio ﬁatcheé of people now in Switzerland.
Should the Swiss Govarnmen;\\tafuse'"Eé'('care for new refugees of thls type

until after hostilities cease, government and inber-gdvernmental agencies

must immediately vrovide transportat

final dfeposition in Allied territory.
inal qusi on in Allied terri ory

food, and housing for them pending

The guestion of food supoly from the nature of the emergency will
require an allocation from Allsed stockpiles without delay. The cost ~- up
to 20 million Swiss franc -- of replenishing these allocations has been

guaranteed by the JDC in a communication presented herewithy It is believed




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
YW ARREFUGEE'BOARD

. T DATE. " Februst

211y brought. to my
h €lief, fievicun”
B 1 Cross,  tucd s organizeti 5-on*the ‘continent &
‘7,000,000 sicndara Sonér o7 vai reels. (L1 bounds eéach: visiaty
; 2 fe-stockpiles are main

Lubgck,-Gérmany | =

Lisbon,: Portugsli— -, o o
‘Bercelona, S o (9,000 tons orenprox
. e I

. Pate indicsted toat curvent
Lhe most part irom’stock:
piles other than b hat-1f you hed s plsn
with a view to meking ‘reater emounts. of food aveilable to the wnessimileted,
=0c &b tihe same time had the necessary transportation o move ‘supnlies f{rom’
Burcelona to Svitzerland for disbribution by -ICKCy lié thought it likely that
the hmericen Meticnel Hed Cross would be recepbive to’ tie idea. of making these
lies availuble to Er Helugee:poerd, subject - to- edther ‘outright -sale-or
replacenent. through import. L A e ) -




W R MORAND UM

Subjecks - How 1CHG ‘can- of fectfiir:elyr and speedily bring food, medicauents
. .and;clothing=to. the wnassimilated. in enemy=kurop Lela
Problems ' ds obtained in 'l&pi‘il:lQéé',': there. existed 'é.rtid:earc'irsr’r;stéqargity of

food-for -export &s-opposed to:sce.;"c:i:ty of -dollarsi: . ‘appreciable -
“i4mports these items bto.moentrals since April 1944 has occurired,- .

Cgurrently in Additian. b 'forqgaing ‘there existyi:

(1) general breakdown Gerinan transportation’ systsm at least to. = .
7 ddEree that transpord "isunavailablé -to haul suppliestfor... i
{pdhie inasgimilated (EOW - transport ‘Fespensibility Germens.as’
vequired- Geneva: Convention. 1929); - :

(2) lack this transport has- seriously interfersd with delivery
onr. initial and pitiably small stockpile 300,000 parcels -
(15002 parcels sidetracked railvey for approxinately 3 -
months); o R FLEE L SREE

lack .this transport prevents ICRC from reaching certain -camns-

where large numbers detained and Berle-Foote distribution.

gusrantees coild Do obpervedi s il o

provision of “bransport’ enables: ider end. more satisfactory

and speedier distribution plus added.advantages ICRC personnel

on-the~spot, safeguarding lives and furnishes available .trens-

port for escaping unassimilated. -

Time is of the essence if we ore o provide both opportunities of relief
and rescue to these groups who have long suffered -and with least esmount allied
comfort. i

Provosed Action!

I. ‘Iransvort

Trucks, tires, fuel in Switzerland (réqueﬁst by WRB's McGle'lla"nd., S
for ICRG in Bern 455, 1/23/45). Ho positive action on this request.to dabe.

Sources:

1. Authorizé imuedistely the secureément 5 trucks (tires and fuel)

in Switzerland :to at least begin both movement of current bub:
small VRB stockplile and provide limited opportunity for- some '
. physical rescie no matter -how small and/or.late,




2. “hitherize ﬁ's',éiz'\irémer'xﬁ;fas
and; fuel) in :Switzerland:
‘rescae ppportunities.

3. Authorige sheaf to provid ,
" pertorm after the manner of :17above

e 7 4, “Anfrorize sheaf to
EE . * pérform after the manner of-:2 aboves . -

¥ote

I1 Posd

Sources:

1.
2.
3

4.
5.

IIIL.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

pe

sote Bt ~Along wibth scarcity

. - ‘Food indigenous Switzerland and other neutrals

Medicaments

it R Tl

Sources:

(t:’;?es .

“Hany y@cks-;'andftrér&poftsi
! yFdslivery and

to . increage both’d

giBfﬁfubks:(tirééiaﬁd fusl) ko

prévide g trucks (b

Precedentslre Ay established by War Deparbment-in the= *

- ypelease of trucks to: Amcross Northern Ttaly for delivery . i
of POY parcels nbtwithstanding: Geneva. Convention Te- T el
quiring Mussolini and Hitler governments performance.

3%113;)011 deliveriess - e LT

Fo0d opposed scarcity dollars in oL
neuttnls, Teview of Tecord reveals abundance ofipromises .
op‘pog_ed—scarcity of performances: . : o i . S i

Undistributed WRB atockpile already. in"10RC hands/'
4dditional’ 300,000 now on procurement USBA, o n T g
Amoross POY 8toekpile now in Switfzerland»,(,'?.OO0,000‘ according
t5 recent press release O!Connor ‘Amcross Chz’a?rﬁan). Borrow v

egainst subsequent replacement from Vhér‘e/
Ameross POW stockpiles Barcelona. . - SmbiThes
Army stockpiles bulk for either packing. or delivery in oulk b0

camns. : . R .
Increased shipments »parcels’_and/cr bulk from U:S, (8 known. .
nacking performers U.S.A. with piroduction 100,000 per -month)
provided ship be added ‘1GR{ -fleet. for exclusive WHB haul (8hip
possibly from reutral)e ¥ T Lo L /
Very remote possibility some exp_‘ortfi‘orjds'neutral .

Possible UNRRA ack

‘and/or: FEA stockpiles avroeds 7=

Ameross Swj.tz_erlaﬁd. étockp‘ile and: e’lséwﬁere Baropes

U, 5., British.or United Nations army stockpiless = L U

?}]ii or pa;; of Ancross~Irish Cross~$900,000 stockpile i4n ¥ire
Eire would welcome making-gift-- ome reservati A ’

Shipments from USA either on- LCRC ‘or WRB ship. ‘l?n eres? ‘;’?}Come)-:

Medicaments indigenous Swibzerlend and neutralss . V



IV, - Clothing

Sources:. .

s Anroves

ravailablelto
er-utilized).

i Shlmeﬂt& From Si- (blockade aun orlﬂati’
WEB: for shlﬂncnts from Here 25 tons (1

Notes (Avn}les to nerformance on Items II IIirénd iV)f

after Board ,; aathvr1zat10n'

‘All this’ prequnoc o5,

uires ewerggn
clotbin

4ndlgenovs USA and %nxnned; rQ
-loeations FEA(Food, idem WEB
used); ‘OPA {rdtioned 1tems),_,
declarat10ﬁ+7nlus nerformance 09 a vovernment procurement abencJ.”

V. Fipsncing ) s : E

- P
Sources?

1. Y. 5. Government (Foreign War Reliéf Appropriabion)se «i- i il -

2. Joint U. §. & Britisn (I66--3$2,000,000 balatice).

3, ‘Unived Wation$Government: Bool (nrev1ouslv suggested by nutch

% e e and ¥French and currently ‘employed. Amcross. BOW. for Allles)

4, U."8. Private Relief Azencies: (ex¢apt. for JDO,-otherSmust cléar
DTOSTEMS - and expenditures throngh-Pr esidentls War Re‘lef Con4r01 .
Board and National War Fund). e .

Vi. ¥vscuabion fromw Switzerland:

B . Bvacuation from Swibtzerland: simbly “callé for an expansion -of. the

" anticipated performance of both the-War Deocartment and UNRRA with
respect Yo the movement from Switzerland of the two. grouns currently
residing there and on vhose behalf WRB has indicated that it will

so perform,. i.e., the 1672 former Belsen~Bergen internees and the
1210 former Theresienstadt internees.’ R -

&r

2/19/45 o

i
i
i
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February l\) 1945

¥ : nees, nor does it sqvance b
. . truekss dust-vé opfosea onmiki

: merely on tmeggound thot itim
supplies to POWis. ) i

the vcz"' ’receuent the preve“ ion: uf \'.111(,11 ive 1e ses. to be 'bﬂe Tes s0n- for itss
OpDQ°.LT:lun to our: program. - : : -

. 2. Even were.a similar, Prog:
©eiviliuan inbternees, thnig v'ould'not ue
gram in favor of "unassimilated" Geta 1inees. Indeea, P(Jhs engeivilian in-" Lo
ternces are protected by the Geneve Convenuon wirich ensures-a minimum stanuurd N
of their tresbment, with supplies: merely:aiming et supplementing these stand-
aras; whereas tie detzinees lack any such )ro’oectlon and are knmm to recelve
fur viorge trealment .at Gerﬂan hands: o : ; -

But the very fact thit the use of trucks wss subhorized by. the Var Départ-
asent in the case of POWs makes it lmaerntlve dnet it withdraw. its obgectlons
to & similar use of trucks in- sunplylng pers ons kno‘».n ‘bo i‘are much-less \'\ell.

3 1-ccorc1:.r-[, to the reports of r‘-RB Ieoretent._tlve in Bern, there is DI‘O—-
gregsive disinelination of German authorities to:maké rolling-stock available
to Intercross. On the besis of the Geneva Convention and of Teciprocity, the
U.8. Govermnment can apply pressure to. secure continuznce of Red:Cross parcel .
service to POGs and civilién internees. It lecks; however; sny:such leversage :
to obtain similar facilities for the tolereted Red.Cross program for. détéinees.
Therefore, feilure to provide the requested. trucks threatens to-stop completely
tils program, the ‘one MB prog,run v.m.ch 1.romlse" to benef:.t the 1urbest group
of “eneny victimg.: )

4. Use of YIUCKS in: 'Iorthern Italy is Justlfled by tne dlsintegration of
normul traffic in thst area, \\here m:.lit:ry ooer(,tions are l:LmJ.T,ea in scope.




Jraif ic conq;tn oné: have
are op.an exceeulnb;y inrce SCalE.

€ stockplles of . POw”" fooc. avel
o rail’ tie—ups donft sericisly endanger thelr al&r,rlbutlon. Slnce
‘DB lacks Ldrye Sbucdplle, loss of aigingle’ smoment by rail’ T.hreatens our

B E-uT,lIE ’xrosram.

An aaaed consicerstion is
:410n of unessimilatedsyiegi
[the presence: of - forelzn obs
JT cToss peruonr‘el is. tne*e_lore al’l'll‘lpOI’td.‘nu
- Tare kept’ alive. .7 : - o T .

1y-of Jewi sh, ue‘balnee,; :
Tre ude: of Swiss ‘trucks manned by Ime
ens. of ensurlnt-, tnat t.re':e uetdlnees

7. \hoalc chwos in (;ermany inerease; 5. such urucks 'mrmed by In‘bercrocs
personnel cén becone the' HEENS of phye 1cvlly rescuing meny uet,a:mbes.




CWAR DEPARTMENT L
OFFlCE OF THE- UNDER SECRETARY
WASH]NGTON 25 D C

5 Febraary 1945

Brlgadler General Wllllam O‘Dwyer -
Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Treasury Department (R

_Washington, D.’ C.-

'Dﬂzr Geaeral. e S

< 1 understandlthat it has been proposed that four or
five 5 to 7 ton trucks be procured in Sw1tzerland for loan-to
the International-Red Crosgs for the delivery Tof Var- Refugee -
Board food parcels to persons in- German concentratlon camps.
The War Deuartment is bpposed to thls actlon. jﬁ -

: Although the aniotnt “of trucks is small,: it-is not
belleved wise that this entering wedge  should be- made. for -the’
assumption-of the burden of transport1ng 1nternally sup 1es
sent in for rellef purooses : T :

This action mlght serveias a precedent, hav1ng a
serious’ effect on the shipment ‘of ‘relief . supplies in general,
and -more" particularly on the Supplles sent to the prisoners of -
war. ;

Very truly yours,

-~ ROBERT.P. PATTERSON
Under Secretary of War




“Kttentioni - Golonel Gearhardt’.

-Dear Mr. MoGloy:

Thsrs is i‘orwarded to you- he rewith a copy of :
“1g- cable which hag. just been received from “bhie ar Refugu -
- ‘Board representative in Begn, Switgzerland,’ ¢ontaining. in-
’forma% wiich he has requested be drawn- to the attsntion )
of the appropriat,e ‘military authorities. R )

In conneotion with the last: paragraph of the en- .
-glosed cable, it will be appreciated-if you will advise the'
" Board of the views of the War Department concerning-the.
proposad-reply to Bern!s No. 455 of.January 22, 1945; a
cppy of which was sent. to Colonel Gearhardt for We ar Depart-
ment clearanco on January 255 1945, ,' o

Very truly yours,

Willlam 0! Dryer -
Exsocutive Director

Hofiorable John 3. Mo0loy;"

Agslstent Sedretary of “ar.

Enclogura,

FH:hd 2/3/45

-y

’ o 7#

W 2 /)y.r])’ :

o Rakua;




webrnary 1, 1945

1. ieff in toe office of tnder Secretery o «ar

to advise me that the ar Depart-—

ne proposed cable o i'cClelland in-
Januery 22, 1945. The War De-
partrent objects to the proposed anproval of icClelland's B
spropositlon Lecsuse i1 views such action as & possible,entering"
t=e and precedent woald naver an zdverse effect on the
1a guestion ! porvation of prisoner. of war pack~
a-es, ‘This Covermmen Laken- the firm view that the (teriver s
should provid% rtation for the: distribu.tion of these
packages znd that truck will nci-be supplied to the Jermens
for their Aistributicon. ihle affect o¥L

Racause o the possi
¢ris program, the .&r Departmant rofuses Lo give clearance to
our proposed cable. -

Patterson telepnoned tod
ment does nct approve of t
rerly to iio 455 from Bern of

D
o
el
©

o
o

e
rfter discussion vith br. Peble, T telephoned Colonel

Gearherdt and requested that he obhain the views of the .Jar De-—
partment in writing. he matter is vringrily

He advised me that t
one felling within sne office of the Under Secratary but he
steted thnat he would albempt to obb

requested,

i, Hodel

sin the letter which the Board{‘?




AT ICUTELLAND,

iou are anthorized te rent, buy or oiherwise acquire four or five

i

delivery of .ar iefu

danuary ~Z2nd

Lo seven bton irucds in Sidtzerla
se Board Food

v -
thie truc

wd for loan to Intercross for the '
rcels to perscns in German concen.
ks will be operated by Intercross . - L

o ooff fuel
ficult, you ere
by 3

of intsreross, the req

peeal is serticul-rly welcomed T

of dmproved distribution control <o pointed out in your 455

tires from ocuiside

L 2er~

araed

ged

tc make every effort to

ired Iuel and tires

g, in view of its




