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Ke.t&ki departing tor London tomorrot-r by plane• · 

Your urgent cooperntion raqueeteu to fncilitate ont·rard 

pas~age to Paris~ lf priority is arranged plecse notify 

.ILTC both in London pnd l'rest~rick. 

~lRB:l<lliV:KG 

3/21/45 
130 

GRE~I 
-{Acting) 

(f1_U·•' 
~-·"!I 

.. ,I 
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JtatrJt1 departing ror London tomors'ow by plane. Yolll" urgent 

cooperation re~uoated to fae1l1tate onward passage to ~arie. lf 

vr1or1ty ie arranged nave A~O both London and Preetw1ok notified. 

This 1s WRB London Cable No. 58 

4:00 p.m. 
:i,arch 21 , 194.5 

Miss Ch8nucey (for the Sec 1y) Colm, DJ.Bois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison, 
McCormack, 0 1D.vyer, Files. 

3.21/4!5 
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" Th!! tollot·rincs tor t1t!,lln f:pom Oeoretney or the Treasury e.nd 

C'Dwyer, t:!U' Refugee Yoard is \iRD 59. 
X 

Reference De;,Jf'.l'tment 1 s no. 1935 of l1v.rch 13 (\IRB no, 58). 

You are hereby clirected to proceed to l·8ris £It once (repeat 

at once) for consul tction ~:itl1 11-4 to t-ror!t out detr.ils on 

e.oquis1 tion of 60 tons of truc!ting copnoi ty t·1i tll r·,ooo gollons 

,--- ··ur-;Jesoline r1er t·reelc and necessr.ry lubrico.ting oil for delivery 
! 

I 
I 

I 

I 
i 

j 

c ~ ~ntercross 'in :.lt:itzerlnnd and ef'rn:.ar!te<l for \IRll operations. 
;:J ' 

,, t-ar \Depart1:1ent llos advilled G-4 l'uris to expect you. 
r• '!) ; 

:-; ·,:~!-

1~: ir~ :::::t:: ::t:::: ::e:::, P::::::. ie proceedit~ to l'or1s 

:··· _i ~I 'l'rcnsporto.tion equipment r.IUSt be obtr1ned imr.1ediotely for 

~ ~o~~ urt;;ent l!ar lletu~ee :aoe.rd program to e;et under uay, ImportE>.nt 

t ~~~ tbis Job be done in big v7r>-Y. 'l'he oore truolts B01nr; in ~11th 
~-4 ..-'! ,.0 

1 __ ~t.;.o_o~ and the more people evecue.teO. the closer l!Hll comes to at-

t~1n1ng 1te obJective. The b1g Job is the procurem~nt of trc:na·· 
~ ,;',l) ' . 

portntion equipment and supplies r.nd Bettine them mov1n~. Parle 

arrangements for obttt1n1rl{S such equipment are o~o1a:L. ., 
'I ,,._. 'D 

REGRADED 
-UNCLASSlFlED SEP 19 1972 

t.tconclus1on 
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• 
-2-#2185, J.laroh 21, midnighG,· .::, L. · .·'no 

At conclusion of €'.I'rangements in l'l'_ris, yo\1 ere to p1·oceed 

to Bern, ae Speci~~ Representative of the Board, to u~e every 

'effort to· get additional trucks fro~ private or Swiee Government 
~-

sources for development of \•IRB progre.m. 

l'HUJ: z.l.t-lV: Kit 
3/21/45 

BC 



OABLE TO WDANT L~RD0~1 FOR MANN FROM Si:OREURY OF THF. TREASURY 
AND GENERAL O'DWYER, WAR REJ'UGEif. BOARD 

Reference Depar·taentls No. 1936 of Maroh 13 (WRB No. 58). 

Yo~ are here-, direoted to prooeed to Paris a~ onoe 

(~epea\ a\ onoe) tor oonsUl\a\ioa wi\h G-4 \o work out de'-ile 

on aoq~1e1Uon_ot 60 tone or tnokiag oapaoi\r wuh·2,900 

gal:l-one or gasoline per wttk aa4 neoessu;y labr1oat1ng oil tor 

del1Yef7 \o1blterol'Oee 1D 8w1tzerlan4 and earaarked for WRB 

operations. War Department has a4Y1sed Q-4 Parle to expeo\ 10u. 

Beuuee ot enreu usenor, Katzk1 is pl'Ooee41ng to Paris 

from Washington to work on .... problea. 

Transportation equ1paent aust be obta1nedj1amtd1atelr tor 

... , ~Wgea\ War Ret~gee Board prograa to get Wader WaJ. laportant 
-

that thie Job be dona in bS, war. The more tnoke go1Dg in wUh 

too4 and the ao-. people eYaouated the closer waa ooaes to at­

taining 1te obJeot1Ye. lbe big Job 1e ~e procurement of trana­

portat1on equlpaent ani eupp11ee aa4 settlDg thea aoY1Dg. Parle 

arrangement• tor obta1D1DS autb equ&jaeat are ono1&1. 

A' eonolueloa of arrangeaea\e 1D Parle, JOU are •• prooeel 

\o Bern, •• lpeo1&1 Repl'teeata•l.- of the loar4, to use eYti'J 

ettor• \o s•• e441,1ona1 , .. _., troa pr1Yatt or swlee OoYernaen• 

sou.••• tor deYelopaea• ot WRB prosraa. 

THIS IS WRJl LONIX>N CABLE NO. &•P'/ 

3:4o p.m. 
March 21., 1945 

. f· 
L7.§~7J4a 
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10:40 a.m. 

Secretary of State, 

washington• 

influenza (Your 1121, l.lnrch 19 WRB 465)• He ho_s not 

been in Paris. 

f•nswerinc ;,·our quos tions: 

One. Trucl's for deli very riRB food pc.l•cels in 

encr.w territory ho.ve not yet been acquired;;' However, 

nogotio.tiens by CICR still pr::>cccding for twelve YI!IC11. 

trucks in Gcrmc.ny not yet loco. ted o.ls c__o_fforts 

continuing to cibtc.in trucks here. 

Tno. I understand that Germans ho.vc o.grccd in 

principle to permit detainees to cvo.cuo.tc to S\-ritzcrlo.nd 

but o.s yet dcto.ils ::crc not clear I'.S to who.t people. are 

cnvisrrgcd ':nd from nho.t places they mny be evo.cuo.ted• 

Three. Am infcrncd tho.t SHlillF ho.s no objection 

to usc of returning relief trucks fer evacuation of 

dcto.inccs • CICR is endeavoring to malw, necc~sary 

o.rro.ngcmcnts. Fer details regarding convoys, sec 

Gcnovo.1s 

DECLASSJF!ED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11· 7 2 

By R. H. Park• Dnte_,S.£F_ 19 1972. 
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-2- f/1687, Mo.rch 21, 11 n.m'., from Born. 

Gonovc.ts to1ogrnm No• 104. of Mo.rch 16 tro.nsmitting 

mosse.go f'or 1'\.r:1cross from _Jn.r.tcs ~ 

HI•RRISON 

JMB 





B.i'.:RN 
1121>; 
fOR HARRISON CONTROl ~COPY 
As no NOrd ho.s been received from l'lcClellnnd since 

l•arch 41 it 1s assumed that hliL nns gone to PI.U"1e. · 

In order to enc.ble tl1e l.loa:rd to 'be preprred for the 

S1tuvt1on 'llh1Ch rolllf deVelop in 8w1tzarlnncl, 1t 18 l'GC!U61lt&d 

tllo.t you reply ct once to the folloHine questions: 

ll) Hove rny trucks been c;>cqu1rell for delivery of ~ler 

Refugee Dor~rd rood parcels in enemy territory'/ 

(2) t1be.t are tlle proepeotn of evncunt1ng aetn1neee 

from enemy territory to £>~r1tzerltmd? 

( 3) l·lill Intercross use rsturn1.ng ¥0~1 relief trucks 

for e~acuat1on of detainees to Switzerland? 

'l'kle above is MW 465. 
-1- -. 

~ A"T'SO" 
-- ~ .t:. •• 

\ 

t' e (A tbg) 
. ~·tv :"'""ens . ( L':J) 

F r socn- J. w ·e -must 0 f' thiS yre:r:a~ 
t e:x:t Q . ~uarded • 
be closelY c --

~aw:MMV:KG 

3/19/45 
llWl' 
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1090 
X 

DC/L 
liAISON 

r.nNTROl COPY 
IT•e foll.owirl{:; for l1cClellcnu from o 1 Ih,ryer -1s 11HB 46B. · 

~-Reference Dep.r.rtment 1 !: lJo. 99B of Hercll 9, 1945. I 

consul tc.tion r-,nd I hope 1 t ,,111 be poer.ible fo:r you to go 

1-lc::-oe r·dvicc coonef't concer·n1nt~ 1:ny trr·nsportr-t1on 

eouipr.1ent •-:hich you r:re nblc to obtcin for Ur.r 'iet'ursee 

;.Joert1 operctione. 

tlW: Uil V: i'G 
3/16/46 

\il£ 

STE TI IHES 
(GHW) 

3Til:l'Tll'i!UG 

DECLASSIFIED -· 
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OAB~~ TO MOC~ELLAND, Bl~N, FROM WILLIAM O'DWYiR, WAR RE)VGEE 
BOARD 

Reterenee Department's No. 998 ot Maron 91 1945. 1 nave 

oeen advised that G-4 in Paris is expecting you for consulta­

tion and l hope it will be possible for JOU to go at once. 

Please advise soonest concerning an1 transportation 

equipment wh1oh you are able to obtain for War Refugee Board 

operations. 

TillS ISl'IRB BERN CABLE NO. 455 

3:30p.m. 
March 15, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (1lor.the Sec•y). .Akzin, Cohn, IAlBois, Gaston, HOdel 
Hutchison, McCormack, 0 1 Dwyer, Files. 

/rll . J(M 'M~ I 
FHI~ 3/l5V46e..?' tD ~ 

. ' 
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1002 

DC/L 
L\fdSGrf 

~·· 

't'h: follo~·linL for :1cClellrnd 1r. T;;Ru 456, 
~ 

i1e_rerence your No~ l4Bl of l·lr•rch 0
1 

1945, 

.1-leose rtlvir.e rt once Hhether it liOUlil be porsible 

for- trucko c.v~·ilrble to lntercrooo 1'01• t1el:tve7•y-{lf l'()\t---'-­

relief t:o be use a on return tr:l.ps to ::!~11 tzerlr.nd for 

evccnction oi' p.nyoicplly unfit detpinees from Uermrny. 

t·, .RD: t-il\ V: KG 
3/16/46 . 

STETTI rr,:;;sc 
. (GI!Vi) 

For security reasons t~e 
text of this message must 
be ·closely guarded, 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date S £ p 19 1972 
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Reference yo~r Ho. 1481 ot MArch B, 1945, 

Please e.<'lvlse at onoe. whether 1t wet.lld be poe91bla for 

tru.oka available to lnterorou for cleU.veey of f'C\'i relief 

to be u.eed on retu.rn trips to Switzerland for avaou.at1on ot 

_ phye1oally u.nfit detainees from Germany. 

THIS IS WRB BERN. CABLE NO. 456 

3:30 p.m. 
March 15, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seely), Akzin, Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, H
0
del, 

Hutchison, McCormack, O•Dwyer, Files, 

. (J'D. 
~ FHlhd 3/lfi/45 
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DatEd !\lErch 16, 19<15 ~_/ 

REc 1d 11:30 a.m. 

S ECr Et2.ry o:f StetE, 

·:rc.shington 

104 SixtEEnth 

11 780 prEliminary r Epo):'ts :first lorry convoys [end 

first blocl{Ec.l. trc..in i:r_;_dicatE opErntion complEtEly· 

succEssful. -Lll lorriEs northErn convoy rEr:.chEd 

C:_Estinc.tion without incidEnt. l lorry :full mEdicinEs 

dElivC"Ec' Sk:lag 3;._ 4 lcrriEs erE rEmaining LubEcl( 

[crEo. to EffEct distribution :from LubEck whilE two 

lorriEs rEturnEd from thEt erE bringing Empty jErrycc;_-.~.s. 

On southErn convoy onE lorry brokE dovm EnroutE c:n•i 

its suppliEs WErE lE:ft at Stc.lag 7 B. Lll othEr lorriEs 

proc E Ec'. Ed to rEgion EgEr Carls bed Prag Fils En whErE 

distribution v;c.s mcdE to EstimctEd 18000 u.:PO"liS c.nc1 

BIUTPOrfS ,_lso somE BElgic.n c.nc1 FrEnch on mo.rch. BlockEd 

train lEft Buchs Earch 6 arrivEd tr.oosburg Uo.rch 8, 6 

AJ;., b Egnn unloading imn£0.ia t Ely 1 E:ft Koosburg t\o.rch 

10 3:45 J.u, rEturnEd Buchs hc.rch ll 9:30 j,w;. \'/hllE at 

Uoosburg 



~-

-2- ;,-'104 SixtEEnth, from Gm£vo., 

l1~ocsburg trains pl2,c Ed unc~ Er ~~~oubl E guc,rd GErman 

sEntriEs and alliEd NCO ur.:_lo£. :.ing opErations proCEEdEd 

thrEE shifts FrEnch, British ;J,:POY!S, DElEgc.tE rEports 

i.EFo·-rs shov;Ed littlE willingnEss wor\{ £end pilf' E:rcd 

consiclErcbly so tb2.t thE:i_;r usE h2.d to bE- disGontinu_EC. 

JJ.t prEsEnt pr2.ctica.J,:ly no storagE sp2..cE rEmcining 

i.:oosbur(i c.s bc.rrac\{8 not occupiEd by pa,·;s he.vE bEEn 

te.\{ En -fl'' Er for GErman troops on ·march c.nd bomb Ed out 

GErmc,n civilic.r\s, Eight lorriES rEme.inEd li:oosburg to 

EffEct distribution from rEsErvEs carriEd by blockEd 

· trc.in, 

SEcond blockEC:: trc.in fifty c£,rs was supposEfl rEturn 

l.:oosburg this YIEEk <:sut c~if'f'icultiEs hE".VE crisEn v1ith 

GErmc.n c.uthoritiEs concErning rEs~=.:rvEs nt thc.t .c£'.mp. 

Trc.in is loc.c:EC. similc.rly tc first rend now nt Buchs 

,_,'/citing dEpc.rturE wl-:lich dEpEnds on nEgotiations bEine 

conduct~d in GEr8any this wEEkEnd by Rigg, If' r:.oosburg 

unE'.vailablE IntErcross hopEs sEcurE c.uthorizr.tion Ee-~cblish 

rEsErvE dEpot CEntre.l southErn GErmany EithEr in availablE 

local wc.rEhous E spacE or by f'o::wcrding from_ Switz Erlccnd 

trP.nsporto.bl E wooden barracks, Two be.rrac]{S cc.pe.c i ty 

200 tons Ec.ch would lEavE SwitzErland within thrEE 

ckys 

-I 

L 
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• 
-3- ;;'104 SixtEEnth, from GEnEva. 

c1ays but Estimc.tEcc 10 E'.dditional rEquirEd which \'Till 

tc.kE four to six wEEks to for•c:c.rd c.nd ErEct. 

8Econc2. convoy lorriEs going forwc.rd in four 

19 H,-;p.. ExpEriEncE first column hes shoVI!l that Each 

convoy shoulc· consist .Sl)Jt:c:'.l ;:_;roups E'.S moving columns 

of' ,Pri~sonErs c.rE gEnErc,lly found on SEcondE'.ry rocds. 

IntErcros&-dF:lEgfltE prEcEding first column by onE 

dny in ort.-:Er to c.sCr::rtein movEmEnt prisonErs v1ho c.r'E 

c.t timEs r~ifficult to loc£>.tE. Ecch J.mcross lorry 

c2rrying ~pproximr.tEly six tons food 1 mEdicE:.l suppliEs, 

so£>.p, c.nd boot rEp£>.ir mr-.tEri£>.1 whilE Cancross lcrri~s 

cc.rrying £Cpprcximc.tEly thrF:E tons similccr c.rticlEs·. 

ExpEriEncE first convey shows in>:'.dvisc.blE utilizE 

trc.ilErs bEcausE of hE>:'.V)' loc.d in lorry c.s WEll >:'.s 

hinc1Erins mc.nomvrE::-.bility which highly nEcEssary ov1ing 

statE of ro£Cds. SEcond iJlockEcl tr2.in will c£>.rry onE 

tank cc.r g>:'.solinE if storr.gE sp>:'.CE e.vc.ilc.qlE nt 

dEstinc.tion. Ezcluding blockEd train £end lorriEs during 

FEbrllc.ry 430 frEight c:ors of suppliEs wEnt f'orvmrd to 

c£>.mps from Switz Erlc.nd plus 164 frEight cc.rs t::lso 

lorriEs tot12lling 2273 tons fron LubEck plus 5 

frEight cars totalling 78 tons from GotEborg. l.iarch lst 

to March 12th, 



• 
-4- ;;'104 SixtEEnth, from GEnEva. 

12th, Ll4 frEight cc.rs .Lorrn .. rdEd from SwitzErlr.nd to 

c2.nps plus until Mr.rch lOth, 74 frEight cr.rs totallin,-; 

1208 tons plus 7 tons by lorry from LubEck, J.s rrt 

I.<c.rch 10 stock LubEck '1480 tons GotEborg 21600 tons 

not including sc.ivo, IntErcross rEcEivEd yEstErd"-J' 

folloning tElEgrP.m from IC.rti 'concErning suppli_c:s 

northErn ~·rEc.. lorriEs r1ill suppJ.y c..ll cemps ~;7EhrlcrEi8-Es 

TI~ III, IV, X, VI, XI from LubEck. Gc~n ViE r.:x£cutE 

Equal c'istribution pc.rcEls to c.ll n2.tionc.litiEs EXCEpt 
- . 

Itw.lic..ns, ~~ussic.ns, Pool is iG.Ecl'! REpEc~tEd Dunnind11 .• 

SQUIRE 

RLO 





MAR 15 1945 

Dear Mr. Feller: 

I wish at this time to express to UNRRA the 
appreciation of the. War Refugee Board for agreeing, "a:s 
you stated ~o me on 'the telephone yesterday, to make .. 
food supplies ava1la~le, at the request of the War 

·R~ugee Board, to the International Red Cross for the" 
maintepance 1n Switzerland of refugees evacuated from 
Germany and who are 1n transit to UNRRA-controlled 
camps. 

A representative of the War Refugee Board is 
about to leave for Switzerland where he will discuss this 
matte~ with the Board 1 s representative in Switzerland, 
Roswell D. McClelland. The Board will advise UNRRA as 
to the types and quantities of food needed after detailed 
advice has been received from Switzerland. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Will1!11!1 o ':Dwyer 

W1ll1am 0 1Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Mr. A. H. Peller, 
General Counsel 
United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Adm1n1atrat1on, 

Washington, D. C. 

FH:hd 3/15/45 





March 16, 1946 

Seoratary ll.orgeothal.\ 

Miss Hodel 

'l'nez•e 1s attaohed for your information e. oopy or the 
reply wh1oh the iill.l' Depal'tment baa reoe1ved to the oable 

. Mr. McCloy sent on Maroh.8 to·Geoere.l E1aenhow.er; 

.. \ 

FH:hd 3/lli/45 
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FRC?ft: Headquarters.t Communications Zone, EI.U'opean 'l'h&ater of 
Operations, u B Army, Paris, France 

TO: War Department 
Supreme Headquarter13, Allied gxpP.d l. tionary Force>!, !4a1n1 
Versailles, France ... 

!{UMB!::R: _EX 19500 
DA'l'E: lrl Meroh 1945 

This is EX 19600 from Hi.,S COMZONE APO 88? signed E;isenhower 
acUon to AOWAR information to 9HAEF Main. 

Su~Jeot 1e oroviaion of food p!.'.roele for 1nma10es of con­
centration ca'!lpe in Germany through War Hetugee Board ope1•at1ona, 

Your WAR 49934 of a March 1945 io referred to, Consulta­
tion >lith McClelland will be made and information ae to what 
facilities oan oe made available will be forwarded. 

ACTION: OAS/W 

lN~'OHMATlONI A3F 1 OPD, G-2 (War Refugee Bd), OU&/W, 0 of IJ 

OM-lN-12549 (l~ Mar 46) 

DECLASSIFIED 
By '.ut.::o,·' t.:r r,r_:r__c;__$__ 
J~_'7:-_5_-7';b. __ , 
By ~ ' DEC ii 1972 . - ---- ... --
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LG/L 
LL\!SOU 

100G 
y 

.i!!.~.e' cc:bl9 Dolo~:- for. i:c.nn is \;lW 58o 
I( 

CONTROl COPY 
~lefe:pence -your 24-0~ _qf ·:,.c-rcll Bp 19~5~ 

----... 
i:'or ycu.r inforur..t:ton i'ollo-: __ ,J.r'{_j c :PC te;~tG ~jf tno 1'\ucen t ce.bles 

ncnt to &-cClel1C-nd :_ 
" +' 
!~ ~ Cc_ble l~Oo Dl9 of' :/eb:eV.Ll"'Y 23! 

8 
Vi 

c ~) .g 
r. ~· <d 

~ ~I ~e_}c_rt~aent c-.n(l ~;c._r r~efue;ee BorrO. ia \·!FUJ 416 .. 

·J:'ne follou,.niJ ir• text of uemorrnO.um of Sxecuti vu :lirector 

of 'G•W -nyclcc.lly uni'i t fl e no~· ln ir.w.1ino11t 0:-nr;;or of <~ec.tll 

t•ctuc-1 nucbcre rrc unJ;:no•.·n rn<t arc bclievcO to be chr·ngine 

·:.rily. 

i•'oo:•., :;•c,'ioin<lS cnt.. clotilinc; r.mct bo cli,E;~tl?i,?nten< to !'.ucil 
~ .. ·~ ~ 

C.ct: i~eos ct once lf ti1oir 11 voc rr~ "to ~Je cevc0.. '<'ile.v r-.wuld 
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.·\v· 

.. London 

(:.lic;nee.) ~'illi:-r.; c 1 Duyer 
C:Jtecu t1 vo Director 

JiJd:llOV"-D: l'-'it:;neu) Joeellll c. Greu 
i;ct:l.l1{:: Jecret:::ry of ~ltcte 

(Glc:;ne.:t) :1. llor;~onthc:u, Jz'., 
Uocretn"Y of tl1e ';.'rerr~ury 

(lat_ine<J.) Henry L. :>t1~1son 
Jecrotn:y of \·;r·r t:llll Il!lii~ll ~uv...:e;. 

You 1•lll no'Go ·~hrt 'che ·,;rogrrL: r·jJyJroveO. enviercun (l) furnloll­

if4..:; food : nU. ct;iler rlJlicf tlwou1•;1l ti;e Internetionrl lle<1
. C:roo~ to 

!'hysicrlly 



-5- 1935, i!nrch 10, ll p.m:. tr:; f-:mdon 

physically un:ri;; unussioiloteo. ·Jetnineo o dJ.o r ro uithin enemy -

contro11ot1. terr·:4 toz•y, and (2) their I'\'liiovr1 l>y t1;.€/ internr.tiOlif'l 

"'~:co¥~ 'Had· C:eof.Hl to ocfety :J.n Uui.~_zf!rlcnd ns SCion rc poBCible. 
~~-;-

'rhe Llte(:ut3.ve ,)fructor;.or~·~;Le DoaiL";lcnc to go tO G1-litzei"lml1. 

in t,;e nec:r fll.ture. in com1ection ;:·:l. tll the :rorc;::;oing :;rogrr_o, In 

t,.e ;;:ern·UfJe, you a-e ref!tict.iei;. to b.o tile :follOI'il'l/~ lia;.<e~~i:·telyi 

1. ;:.:xlllor·e <;lle ::.-.v.~:tlrJ:dli ty ln. ~h·it:;.erlr nil oi' i'oo<::: end &i!;U~r 

1-leret: Ol--tVl.oe 'Glie iJonriJ_ rnO. Depcrtr.:ent Qt once ;:iletll.er 

rellof t:rv.clt£ r!:re ;-.erra:tttel1 to ,f;love fro~:~ G~:itl'.er1rnt1 to 

rolor_d.in;·: of supplioo; 

2. i>pp:r-oaoh lr..tor.CI'ocn uith r. -vie\r ·to obtr:.inir:,-; ti;cir ooni:lcnt 

to 'lellver· the relief oup;;lion in cno::·,y territory :·nd to 

ore;rnir.o enol eff'ectur-te tl<e l'O!ilOV:.-1 of •k•tcinoe~~ to !J~-Jit~.er-

3. If Currie miocion concuro pleqJe Jil!)I'Of'Cll ·tne :Juisc Govem­

:.:ent 1'oi' tlio 1JUI']_)OL'e oi' <11it:-ini.ng itcvconsent (n) to !:!l'l':.e 

C\Vnilo.ble to lntcrcroerJ no1:· the nec:eccr-z•y r-:up<)lies rnd 

et!Uip:.lent f'\ll' tlto foreeointi x•~:~licf rn•1 evc.cUr!tion r;rogrrr.i 

o.ml (b) to rclnl t ell o.otrineeo. ':11.o retch ::;uior: ·,.>or.::ers 

e>nd i1ou.r.'Ei cml Clcintc in tho::~ ur,Q.er r.:,ur ru. until ;:e rre dJlo 

to r· J>J>r nc;e 



to p;rrc,ne;e fo1• their> evncutM.or!-to Allied territory •. 

You r:1ay n2r.ure the :Sd.ee tlkt ti:Us· Gove1•nnent ~~ill cl"rnnee 

for tne re1_;le.nid:u::ent frorJ t,,J _outE>i<to,of {'11 D':\PPlics 
- : 3- ~-~·~ :- ~-: 

~ion for ueo of eqUiJ)f.mnt, 

HcC:se report· rli ;levoloyr.:ei1ts 'o;o ile!'lf'l't<:;ent cn•1 i;otrll.: U'> :UO'i'B 

2. Cc.ble iio. 998 o1' licrch n,-19'15! 

"UV?c. Heference your llo, 1P17 of ifebxilcr:v 24,- r.n<l 

tlo, 1345 Qf, ii('.rcll 2, 194_6~ c.ntl. JC?)N'tuont•r. £l1[' of t•'e\n"-rr·y 2:::•, 

:HJ46. 

l. ·.ri1c Boo.r·i<. regr:riio ur: ooflt urgent ti1ct rll pocrible 

s te~1EJ be kl;en c-t once for· the O.e.ll vol'Y of .1:cr '~ei'ugee Bocr(t 

roo(l :_or·rcels to intencled. uonGficierlel.l in onefily tert•i tory~ 

l>CcorC.int:;ly, you r:re lierril.Jy rutiWl'ize•J to ~Jrocuro tl;o necoo­

sc.f'Y tr·~·:nsportntion, incltullll(~ t:t•uc!;:int;- fnci:U.tiee, Ef:'.!!Oline, 

tirec, oiJ., etC,, frora f-11Y: QOUl·C~e__ t_o _be r.;(j(\C __ f'VC·il(iJJ.e to the 

Intern: tioncl lcoO. Cl'ONJ for (c) tho- C'.eli-vory of \'N" :tefugee _ 

_ ;ocril food w·oltet·;ea r.nO. (b) for tile civ6.cilc,.tion of !Jhydcr.lly 

unfit uetr-1noee fror.l oneoy torJ•itory to-:1':'itzerlrno.. i'he 

l:locrtt urgeo ,;rete in tilio proe;rc.m. 

2. '1'11e 1:r.r Dep:-rtr.1ont tnllt·Y hr..s cr-ulett Uenerr·l C:il'!enllouer 

:recoru.1en·.:in(~ the reler-.ae of 50 tons of ~1 trucl;;ing crp:·ci ty 

uitl~ 



-s ... 19:35, i ~nrch 13,11 p"n. to- L6ndori 

\·1itll 1000 to 2000 gt,llonc of' p;csolinc per. ueeJ2 rn•J: necetHln!'Y 

lu'i>ricr ting oil for t1clivery to ti1u lnterncticrit:l Heit (;rosc. 

·in u~:itzerlrml. erri:Jr.l•l;:cO: ,for :·fc.:r HefugeH J'Jonru.- (),lerotl.ons .• 
_. -~-~:·. :-·~-

G-4 ct 1-u.rie ncn l)oerl l!JB.t;ru:ct6t1 ily tae rnl' ,•)cpriz•tr:ent to '· 

cx>.Jeot your nrr1vr:1 in ~·r•:ris ['nu. you l':r·e 11oreby <1ircctc'J. to 

?!roceocl. to h:,ria r>,t t.>nce to uorl~ _out necet~·rry -:etrc:J:lo. 

3, You vhoulc.J., of cov.rne, continuo·_ to r.1d~e .every ei'fort 

to obtcin trr·neyortc.tion ec:v.i,irJent t'ron otllcr _ r.ou1•ceo inclilti1nc 

:..h.;isG Govcr·i'li;;ent N1tl' privrto cov.rcec. in J1;itierJ.~n&, dnce 

u.ltir.Jcte trc:nopo:rt::>tion necO.o ;:.ry )•et;uire more tlir.n "5o tons 

u1' t:eucldnc cnwoi ty. 

,_ 

llD.e ::dvica\1. ;;;e tllo.t ile ilr;e rcco!.tli.JeriUo\1 to ll:l.C t::ovcr·n:Jcnt tii_nt 

Uoc your be~'G jut'lgr.ient in llrnOliYI.U col'il•,licr.tionn ullid.1 

r.:C'.Y crise. l·lerac l:eelJ :...ocrd r.<iVioe·:'. of rll :~ccveJ.o;.>r.io:;ntc. 

urw: tU~V:.t(\i 
3/lo/46 
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CABlE TO r.INHiT, LONDON, FOR MANN FRU! i'IAH liEr'UGEE BOATID 

Reference :fOUl' 2J,f)2 of March B, 1945 • 

For your information following are teJ<te of two rec<~nt eableil: sent to 

McClelland I 

1. Cable No. 819 of I1ebruary 23: 

·"' -:od~ _ • -._" J'The cable below to Harrison (llld 'McClelland from Depat·tutent a~ 
War HeiUcee Boa1·d is WRD 416. "_~;-:'"-- _ ·. 'c: · _ 

"The fo-J.lol'ling ia te:xt of_ m!)morandum of Exeouti vo lll:reator of_. War 
RefUgee Board which was unanimously approved at Board meeting 
February ?.OUu · 

I l~emomndum to I Secretary S·tettlniUG 
Secretary Morgenthau 
Secretary Stimllon . -

Our beet information indicates that, while the enemy has 
abandoned wholesale extaJ'll)iMtion of detaineee, large numbers 
of the phyeically unfit are now in iUIID1nent danger of death due 
to starvation, exposure and deliberate neglect. !he actual 
numbers are unknown and are believed to be changing gaily. 

li'ood, medioinell and clothing met be distributed to 5Uch 
detainees at once if their lives are to be saved. They llhoUld 
be :removed, if possible, to safety in Switzerland without un-_ 
necessary daley. 

The Internntiollfll Red Grose iB our onl1 m€8lle of direot 
contact with the campi!. Operations can best be conducted fl'os 

Switzerland. 

Ths War Refugee Board 11 requested to authorize itll :repre­
sentative to obtain_ the neoeesuy ooopemtlon of the Intel'll!ltli:l'lllll 
Red Cross e.nd the b'wiee Government. - -

. The War Refuaee Board ill further requested to approve that 
ths neeeBIII!r1 food, medie1nell and trane}JOrtation equipment. be 
l!Bde available to ths Intel'll!ltlonal Red Cro~s by the /3VIiss Oovern• 
ment against 0111' prond.ee of repayment or replen1ehll8lt atter the 



. -.'-· 

- 2-

war. It ia understood that private t'linde aie available for the 

necesj;llry financing. · · 

(Signed) William O'Dnyer 
Executive Director· 

At PROVED a (Signed) Joj;Ejph C.; Grew 
Acting Secretary of State 

(Signed} H. Morgenthnu, Jr., 
Secretary of the Treaeu17 

(Signed) H•'nr7 L<· Stimwn 
Seoretnry· of War :1 ~:__, ·· : 

"You Ylill note that the program approved envij;llgell (1) tllrniebil!g ~ 

food and other relief throUgh the International Red Crose to P\VIIiC!il.4 

un1'it unaaeimilated detainees who are within onemy•controlled territory, 

and ( 2) their removal by the International Red Croell to eafety in · 

Swi±zerland as soon ae poeaible. 

u'l'be Executive Director of the Doer<l plene tO go to Switzerland in 

the near :fUture in eonneotion with the foregoing prof,<rain. In the meantime) 

you are 1·equeeted to do the follot1ing immedietelya 

1. Explore the availability in Switzerland. oi food and other 

relief' llllppliee as well ne transportation equipment. Plea11e 

advise the Boord and Department at once wbet.her relief' truoke 

are permitted to move from S'lri.tzerlalld to GerlltBJloocontrolled · 

areas and return to Switzerland for reloading of' iluppliee J 

2. Approach ·tnterctoua with n view to obtaining their conE!Ilnt 

to deliver the relief' llllppl.iee in BneJ!W territo17 and to 

organize and effectuate tho 1·emo'V!ll of detainees to SwitlerlaJldJ 

:3. Ii' CUrrie ndlililion concurs please approach the Ewiu Govern-

ment tor the pUl'I:Oile of obtein1Dg ita consent (a) to IIIBite 

available to Intel'orol!ll now the necessary eupplie11 and equip­

ment «or the foJ·ego1ng relief and e-tacuation prcgram and (b) 

to admit all detaineee who reach S'liillll borders and hous. and 

nnintain them IID'.!er guard until we are able to a:rrat~te tor their 

evacuation to Allied territory. You !D9.Y asSUI·e the Swiss· that 

this GovuJ'Dlllent will arrange tor tho replenillhment i'rolll the 

outside of all euppliee !D9.de available by the 4}wiall f'or thie 

purpose and compensation for use of equipment. 

11 Plea11e repOrt all developmente to Depe.rtmliit and BOll~·" 



- 3 -

2. Cable No. 99B of Ma:rch 9, 1945& 

"Reference yo'lir Ho• 1217 of FebruarY i'4! and' No. 1345 of l.larch 2, 
1945, and Department's Bl9 ot February ?.3 1 1945. · 

"1. The Board regards as most urgent thet all possible steps be 
taken at once for tJie deliverY of Vlar Refugee Board food parcels to s.n-. 
tended benef1c~es 1n ene!J\Y territory. Aceording~, you are hereby 
authOrized to procure the neoessary tranaportation, inoluding ·trucking 
facilities, g_·asollne, tires, on, etc.,. rr_om a.rv _eour_c_. to be l!lilds .• 
awil.B.ble to the International Red Cross :f;'or (a) the delivery of War "' •=~ Refugee Board food packages and (b) .for the ·evacuation of physi~ 

· <"C'"-·· unfit detainees from ene!J\Y te:rritort-to Switzerland. '!!he_ Board urges 
· haste 1li tills r•rogram. -. . · 

_ u2. The wa·r Department today has· cabled General iieellhower. recom­
mending the re1eaee of 50 tone of ti'uoldng capacity with 1500 to 2000 
gallons of gasoline per week and necessary liibricating oil for delivery 
to the Internationn1 Red Crose in Switzerlallil earmarkad for War Refugae 
Boar~ operations. G-4 at Pari11 has been !Dstructed by the War Depal't­
ment to e7.pect your arrival 1n Paris and you are hereby directed to 
proceed to Paris at once to work out necessery d~tails. -

"B.· You should, of course, ccntimle to. m8ke e~ry effort to obtain.· 
tranapo1·ta.tion equipnent troin other soureee including Swise Government 
and private eouroee 1n Switzerland, einoe ultimate transportation needs 
may l'equire more than 50 tons of trucking capacity~ 

"For your information, the SWiss M1nieter in Waehingtonhas adVised 
me that he hS!l reoommended to hie government that adequa~ trucking 
f'a.c111 ties be released by tbe Swiss for thill urgent War lfefugeer Board 
work. 

lllJee your beet Judgment in handling oomplica.tione which may arise. 
Pleaee kaep Board advised of all developmente.11 

'):1,5 a.m. 
::arcr. lJ, 191,5 

:~:!::s c~-L~l-~!J'CY (for the sec l~r), Akzin, Gohn, Dui>o~s, oast·_,n; Hodel, 
Eatcf.is0E, l.~cLorrw.r.:'.k, n 'D:1~.rer, }'ilns 

FHahd 3/12/45~ 





FROid: 

ro: 

NUiiiBJ~R: 

:lATE: 

HeadqUarte-rS, _ C Omrffi¥lica ti6ns Zdlle, Euroyeari -T~ea ter or- _Operti tiolls, 

U S Army, Paris'~ F~rance 

War Department 
Supreme Headqllurte~s:, AJ_lied 5'xp8ditionary Force~, 11ia1D; --yers-ailies, 

France· 

£',{ 19500 
11 ifarch 1945 

Ttis is r-:x 19500 from HQS. c(ll:\zmiE APO SSrf sieried Bisen]lower action to 
AG'dAR in.for:rr~ation to 5PJ\.EF tf.ain. ·- --:.-· · -- -- -

Subject is provision of food joarcels .for inmates~ of :·concentration cari-.ps 

in Gerr.Jany through 'ilar Refugee .Board operat?-Ons. 

Your ',1AR 49934 of 8 March 19L,5 is referred to. Consultation o;ith 
r.icCl,;tlan will be made and information as to what facilities ·can be made available 

will be forwarded. 

'-'-·-
' ~ ~:) 

L_!,•>~- ll- :311- {,tJ 

s:g,-.atl're- utlhll.. #et/1. 

ACTION: OJ~.o<;/VI 

INFOlliltATFJN: ASF, OPD, G-2 (VIar Refugee Bd), OUS/YI, C of S 

CM-Ill-12549 (12 I,l9.r 45) 



FROM: 

TO: 

NUMBER: 
DATE: 

·~··· 

~~illHRi~I 
-PARAP-HRAS--E 

INCOMOO 

WAR DEPARfrME!lT MFSSAGE 

' ~ -

Headquartera., Cornnhmicatione Zone, Efuoopean Theater of Operations, 
U S Army, Paris, France 

War Department 
Supreme Headquarters, Aliied Expeditionary ForceiJ~ lain, Versailles, 
France 

EX: i950o 
ll rhlrch 1945 

This is EX 19500 from HQS COMZOIIE APO 887 .signed Eisenhower action to 
AGWAR information to SHAEF Main. 

'if -~~-~.·.·.·.·- '· ,_. _ ·. Subject is provision of_ jj~"~ .• parc~is f~r inmates of concentration~ campS: 
il1 Germany through War Refugee Board pperat~ons • · 

- - - ---'~· ~~- -: ·-

Your WAR 49934 of 8 March 1945 is referred t!l. Consultation with "' 
McClellan will be,made and information as to whatf1:1cilitiee can be .nade available 
will be forwarded; 

:,· u udi. ~2oo.D (9/2?/~8) 
·, 

Dato-1- h-~5 

Sig_~ature~ ~~ J At~ 

ACTION: OAS/W 

INFORI.!ATION: ASF, OPD, G-2 (War Refugee Bd), OUS/l'f, C of S 

CM-IN-12549 (12 Mar 45) 



lt•t '~.l:tJ{'. 
_< ..__- J.c;--- ·...._"} .>; 



. -c.-.ec;o~_-
Jf!J.>:>fHLr . """--:~- <-

WAR DEPARTMENT 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

RR 
1113014 

.{. 

War Refugee Board 
Rm, 2410, Treasury Building 
llashingt~m, D. C, 

-PENALTY FoR PRIVATE 

·." . 

0 
i 

_..........,;;._ _ _._~ _____ j_~-·- ------------------~---· 





Sa ore tary ·. Morgenthau 

Miss HOdel 

General O'Dwyer has asked me to tulv1se you conoorrt1rtg h1a 
conference }'11th Governor Lehman yesterday with respect to the 

• care 1n S~;~tz.erlend ot retllgees~who are able to reach Switzer­
land from enemy terri torr• · 

.q- ,_ ~ _·;_~..__ 

The UNRRA representatives (who1 1n add1t"ion to Governor· 
Lehman, 1n_eluded Abe Feller,. General Oouneiel, and Fred Hoehler, 
_Director of Displaced Persons) a_gr"eed that these ref11gees may 
be regarded a.s \'tarde ofUNRRA and that -uNRRA could therefore 
~assWIIe respons1b111ty for tlie1r care while temporarily in Sw1tzer­
le.nd. 

However, beoauee of nol1t1oal impl1oat1ons .involved in an 
offer by UNRHA to the Swhs Government, Governor Lehman decided -
that the matter would have to be raised at.least-1nformally with 
the British and Russian membera of the ummA Pollticel Oommittee. 
Th.la wlll be done 1mmed1e,tely and the Board may expect to be ad-. 
vised w1th1n a few days. If the Pol1~ic_e.l Committee agrees; 
ut~RRA' s offer will be to provide tooa, and other relief supplies 
for 10,000 ref11gees in Uwitzerland by any of the following 
methods! (a) payment tor suppl1eo acquired 1n Switzerland. 
(b) ahi?ment or aupr>lbs to Switzerland, or (c) a guaranty to 
replace supplies made available by the Bw1se. 

In addition to the foregoing, UNHRr, htu1 agreed to oanva11s 
at once the poseib111ty or setting up a small reception oenter 
in France for refllgees who might have t'o be evacuated quickly 
from Switzerland. · 

3/10/46 
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!.larch 9, 1 CJ45 

Gen(;ral O'Dw~y~T and Uisq- .. Hodel ffiet ;-lith M!• --UcC_10j~-c{pt;J- Cf?J.-Gb6J. 
.:,eo.rhart in i.h~. !,1cCloy 1 E- officB on -March 8th at-? p.m.' tO fii_fccUSs 
-t.he -vroblem of transl:ortEtt.:i.oli faciliti-es for the _d€Jivei·y ·0f 1'!ar 
P..efu~ee Boa!'d-fooii p~r~els. 

Gen>Oral O'Dwyer e:x-;olained tl'e urr;en'c need fox- tnmsportatl<m 
fp~cili tieE and sta i.e<l thP~t., wU~le it m:i.g!it be jC08slbJ e to obtain ~ 

~~~~~ .tmekins equipment fxom rri"':at-e EeHE~~-~ in·S~·dtz~r],~_nd;~it:wa_E 
-·EtbEq~~u-~:_cly necessary to obte.in gasq~ine,: -ti);e~:-~11d <!?il from Qthe:r_ 

Eou:rce_e. He ileo e:xplained tbe.t tf1e---p!oclir~m~nt :or _rrive.te· truck~ 
was confronted with many rroblems ::nicr; as ad\'quate tuarante~es. fo'i- ~ 
rerla.cement. - .- .-

~\lr. UcClor, rccognizing the urr;ent. necessity for_ t1·anspo-rtatiOrl 
ec.'-d~!':nent, ine··~Tucted Colonel Gearhart to J:repani !In appropriate 
cable from the rlar Department to General_ Eisenho\~~r reQoJT\flending 
the.t 50 tons of trucking capacity plus 1500 to~ 2000 gallons of • .:a so­
line :-~:r neek c.nd the necessary lubricating oil bG niade available~ 
from ar·Ey stockf. to the International Red Cros8 inSvdtzerland~for 
'i:Pr ll.efu;oee Bos.rd purposes, He advised Colonel Gearhart the~t ~the-~ 
rne_tter -;mE 1?-lYi'oved by Ur. Pa.tter:=on e.B well--a~ hi~s~lf. I~._ was 
EU.g(,Gsted the.~t the ;;ar Refugee Board arrange to hove McClelland 
rroceed to Paris to discuss the details and~General~O'Dwyer: agreed 
that he would au.tho2·ize McClelland to do so. It Y/aS .stated the.t 
McClelland· :::tould contact G-/+ a_t Pa.riE on _thiE ~tte_r. 

Colond Gearhart advised U1.ss llcdel 2~t 9 a.rp. !!larch 9th that 
the ~:ar Department coble \l!'td gone out the ni.ght befOI'e and that. the 
ca.ble·-· ended with the following; "advise sodner-t ·Y~hether fea.Sjble 
for· you to make these fC~.cili ties ava~.le.ble .n 
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· '.!'"~ follOl!ing for boGl dlnnd 1'1'01'1 0 ° l~~J:VOI' is .;RB ~36" 
~ . ' .-'r' 

"~''"'f"'?itef.t.cpenoe youz> :;o. L'.l? of. fel:ti't\Cr'N. 2•1, P.nu ,;t). 'lMfl 

··_·o:r t~·rtH 2,.i"9~..:_q. _Pn~·;. iiex>:•x~·tmerrt-1 8 -~:):0:-:c·:oi~ 01' lt~ebrU ... ry -~~9"-
-:~ 

1. 'l'he :co: 1''' :t:'e,.:·r.rii.n c~ ;,,oat \!.rgatt thrt v.ll nosoiblo 

ete11s tJe 'G,-::ren P'G once for ;;~oc (i.eliv<;z>y of ·,;v.i· ;iefu.t,ee :,,:o<.·i>G. 

--:-\ foo~ P"rce~: to int:mde{( betwfici: ;pier irL enmr.y ~territor'Y;., 
r'"'" 
' ::\ .lCCOr~iH._,ly, :)·ou pre ilereiJy r:;.uthoriz-ed to }"J-l~OCU!~e -·the_ -ilecnG=-

~ ,"' ·;:. \E-'"·r,y trn1P;Jort·· tion, incl\J.d.n:,· t~·ticd.n,;:; f'"cilitieg, gr.soline, 

\~ ~\ \ \\irec:, oil, etc. • fror .. <'llY f'OUl'CG to be ;,,f'l~<Frcyd.lc-h},e'to tiH: 

\ ~.:, ),, :, \F'ftern:-.tiont>l !let\ i..!roP:' for (.n) the t1.G'liv;;r•y ·of' ",,r'r. ;,efivoe 

\"' p ·~ ' ( ) . \;. '. ;". .-o.r r-t. foori ,.,!,cl:~, -co~ ronC. 1J for tile svPcur, tion of '.>hyr,lc.~lJ.y 

\

• ': 'ii>. t;n\i t liet:.- inot;s t·roE• enewy terl•itory to il~!ltr.e)"lPOd. :..he 

~%; ... orj6. t;.r;ier lwntu in tlJlr' nl'C,_;r<mn · 

~ 2o •!·he ·.irr :UeD:-1rtwent to(lny hrul ct•i>lecl- nenerrl 

neceerr>ry lulJricr·tin~_; oil for ,:.el1very to tne lntcrnrtionnl 
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olf'I' Liepr.r•tmt.nt to t;;{)JeCt :JOt!.:: I'P.Z'i 1rPl in l'coi'iS f'l!Cl you 

"'--'--~~~ <r·-re 11ereby cl.iPecteti. to pz·oc·eew·to l'i'I'is r.t o1ice. to Fori~-
-.~ ~. c; 

OLlt fiE:Ci:SH"!'Y tietnils,, · 

effort to obtL•in trrnr~por'cr·tion ecwiiw:rmt from other 

GOU:f'ces inclul!in{\ 5!·:1sc Govf.!:rM.t1lit r~nc. priw-.te r.ouroes 

rec:,uire more thnn 50 tone of trtwkint;; o:;;)t"di ty. 

_-·\w( 

eor :rov.r inform<·tion, tne Snir;e l:inieter i;. :.r;ehint_~ton 

nnP. eC.viee6. me tfJPt he iir·:? reco;r;, .. endeu -to- his govertu:n:ont 

3:;iss !'or thiG Ul."1~ullt i;(or ~oef'U~(CO :JoL>:z>(j_ f1-'0rk. 

U£.e 0 0V.I' beGt jutitm<'mt in J;rndl:ln;~ cor,;plio;.•tiune 

<-.GVeloorucnts. 

:.:C>:..~ V:1·~. 

3/!.J/•lfJ 

Gflt:li 

. • .c; 

( •. fJn::u 
(ocr,;) 
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CAnLE 'l'O IWOLEWHIII !lH: ' FROLWILLIAiA 0 1 DI'ilt~R, EXECil'l'I\. Dlllli01'0R, WAR ll.LFI!CtE BOAllD . . . ·. . . - . 

;-) /Reference JOU1' NO~- 1:?1.'1 ~f· Febl'Ual')' ~4t and. No_. 1345 o.f IL'i1·ch 2,-19451 and 

D+:JlllrtmeDt's llo.· 819 of Falmlary 231 1945. 

1. 'rhe Board re&arde as most \lrg~t -that ali posdbhl atepll be taken at once 

for the delivel')' of War Rei\tgf:e Board fcod paroele t.c:i intended beneftoillries. in 

enem;y . terri torJ • Accordinglf, you are bore1J7 nutl!Or!aed to· proaure tha ntces• 

eary UMI!j:'Ol'tation, including ttuok!ng feo11it16.,, fiaeol1ne, Uree, oil; etc., 
_ .. holll any_ sout·ce to be !Mcls available to the· Intel'!lllt!oM.l ll.f.d Croee for (a) the 

,.....,:.~~~ ..,._._. _., - ·- --_ -

= -~i~?.- c de~Vel'J of War Rei'Ugee Board food ·packages lind (b) tor tho e've.aua_tion of -
-- _-;_-_._h_-•• · 

pllysioelly ~!t detainees t.ro111 flneJ17 terrtto;y to Switzl!l'lond. The Board 

urges hli11te !n tb111 program. 

:2. 'lhs War Department todaybne cabled Genornl Eisenhower reooB~~JK;nding the 

release of 50 tons of trucldng capacity with 1500 to rooo pllcM of gaeol1ne-'per 

week and necessary lubricating oU for del!ve:ry to tbe-Interne.tlonnllle.d Crof!s !n 

Switzerland enr!IIBrkcd for War Rei\tgee Board operatione~. G-4 nt l'ar111 ~e been 

inetructf.ld b7 the War Department to elqleot 1QUX' err!wl in Plirie and yoU are 

hereby direoted to prciceed to l'llrie at once. to work out necer;ll81')' tltftaile. 

3. Jou l!hould, of ooune, continUe to moke B'ICl'J effort to obtain tran8-

JOOrtat1on equipment fi'Qm other I!OUX'OBII including SwillS OoVeriiJlii:,ni-and private 

eouroee 1n Swltaerlruld, f'i- ult1•te tranlll'Qrtat:l.on nee411 mq _requi1·e 11111re tban 

50 tone of truoldng oapao1t7o 

For ;vour 1ntorme.t1on1 the Swills 141n1etel' 1rl'Y/aeh!Jigton hli11 advbf.ld me that 

be hlie reoo-l'lded to hill govel'Jlii\Eint. tbat Bdeqllllte truCldug f!lc1llt1ee be re­

leased ~ the Swiss fOr tb1e urgent War Rei\tgee Board wor~. 
Use Jour beet ~udpeilt iii handlill£ oo11plloatlone which mq eriee. l'leaee 

'l'ble 1s WJIB Ben 438 

WJ ~~~a.~~ 
· Flhhd. 3i9/4st ~ 

~: . 





FR'Ji.l: 

TO: 

NUWCR: 
DAT5: 

/ 
OUTGOING 

WAR DEPARTli!EllT NIESSAGE 

',7ar Department 

Headquarter~, Comuhl.niCations Z~f!e; :-r:;~r{;lp¢a~~-Th?_d:te_r- of :Jperat_im~~, 
Paris,_ France...-"...-~ 

'iiJ.R 499Jf, 
f' ;,nrch 1945 

:'rom i.fcGloy to Eisenhower. 

,-'-~ _ ~0:'k. of transportation has brought 'to Virt"~l standstill 7/ar '(efUJ?Eie 
·Boo~'"'Gperatim:;s which supplied food parcel~cto'inmates of con-centration ealf•]JS 
~:in/.JermaD:F. -~:iuhject to availabilitY in _light/of -·requi~_emefrts--for __ op~ra:t,i~{l, 
-provision __ from.-u .s .o:Army .. stocks trucking, fuel,· etc. ¥a.s-l)eep· authorized bY 
s·e9retary of -'Jar ror this .. Purpose -;in ·v:iew· or· critical ·_co~1d:i ~_ion. 

A requirement of 50 tons of tn;c::ing, preferably: 10-5 -ton trlii::ksi and· 
between 1,500 and 2,000 gallons of gasoline weekly plus lubricating-oils needed 
is estiir.u.tod b-y 'dar Refugee Board. It is proposed-·to_·-turn .thi~- -t:ru.Ckinr;: Oy~r to 
Interr.ational ].ed Cross for operation inside Gerrnany -bye them-.- Swi~zerla~1d wou],.d 
r~obably be ef~ective place of transfer. -

For the pur;ose of cliscussing arrangements in -de:tail ~v1ith you,- Iti-. . 
Roswell UcClellan, ·.-rg,r ~efugee Boa!-d representative -in Ber~,- -is b8iilg direc-ted-. 
by--·:ar 'lefuf!ee Board to proceed to i-'aris-.-Your conllultation-wi:th_:_~lcClel-lan~is­
requested, and as soon as you know whether it is feas1bl8-for you ~to -muke_·thEJse 
facilities available, inforu us. · 

.-. ·. 

·- l':>t<>· '1- :;Jo- L ( 

Signatu-re- jptJki.. J.. JfeA, 
JRIGiiiATOR: JAS/11 

'-:-

IJ.TOR;.L\TION: OPD, G-2 (War :tefugee lld), iJUS/'il, C of 1; 

CI.J-our-49934 (f:lar 45) 

~-._ 
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FROH: 

·ro: 

-/ /. 

~mertcarl Lei~at_ionJ, Derri 

Se~rqtf:l.ry·· _9_t-: Gt_a~p, ~·.iaslli!t~~~-on 

--D~ilSD:--- ----nrrclr-8; ·t9Lfi ~--CONTROL copy-
tiU:Ll:.:H: 1481 

The-follovlinr,~nossa::;e -from r.:cClelland for WRB and the 

Departnent is trnnm~itted. - -
·o - --

PlEl<JSQ refer tq .Q!Jblo from the Department-dated FebrUhr:,• 

23 Nb, 819 and :cable from the Le1lation dated ·l:arclv:2 i:o. 1345. 
/ It uas revealed by a conversuticn on t:arcti:6 with 

:Jurcldwrdt of ICRC that Ilimnler he.s now nade fmown his nillinr,--" 

ness to meet on 1.·.arol1 10, 11 or' 12 Fi th Burckhardt. Therefore, 

accompanied by llaclunann, his personal ,-secretary, JurckhJii'dt 

\'/ill dofini tely leave on !!:arch 8th m. 9tll for Germany. 'l'hese 

conversations win be v1ith the t>S exc~cusively; chiefly 

Kaltenhrunuer ood ;rinnler himself.- Gt·-.tement \-ms;r,a(cO by the 

intermediary v1ho exten(led the GS in vi te•: lon thnt he had been 

directed to inform Bt,_roklHJrdt that ra tle) himself T".i"ht be 

present at a :p•u·t of the discussions, th< :i!'uhrer's ltoalth 

permit tine. 

'rl!O foreeoine parar;raph is :for--the st:c·: ctly confidential 

ir;formation of IIHB and the Deprirtnent. 

It is the plan of i3urckhardt to raise t' 'J ontire question 

of relief to all oate:::ories of GcllUtzhnoftlin •,3 and to !lrisoners 

of vmr, rot:ardless of their roli,~ion, ·ntoe_ or .<1tionality, 
DECLASSIFIED 
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physically unfit people, 

4/ On r:arch 3 reue min 

by the -Goverru,10litOf -G£?;EJf~rly _ _Llil!Lt-h~d:niVCr~nMent. UQTI~UD:-~~t_Q_ -- ------ · 
~--- ·:-----
the exit f'ro!'l Gormcny_ o_f elderly people; vmmon·anc1 chil_<!:I:'\"l_Il,__ _ ------------------------ ------------ ---·-::---------~-- - --------_ 

of Nordic extraction or nutioilal:i:j;ig_s,_<ll!_d_g:t_:_F;r~n_<Jh _I1a1;_ico_r.a:I,;i,_i;_Yt 
----------~-----···-- ··- --------~----- --- ·--o- - - - - . ---

who \iore unsui te~s __ l_aborers, It is- not: clear \'lhet!18r tho 

r-~n~~is ·include Jm-:s amon'!. the _people of li'ronch nationality, 
.i.--'-"'-'~ #. 

' ,.- -.a ·pror'tioe \:as nafte Me by JurcU<harO.t that he_ ~tili t'ry to 'secure-

trw release of- Jens as_ VTell· within anf national z.roup if the 
'/ 

Germans desire to limit the· evacuees to certain· n<lt,iQnali tie's, 

for x:_easons v1hich ore not clear. /B 
Twenty-five trucks ui th fuel and prisoners of- war par-cels 

left Sv1i tzorland for Germany on the 7th- of f'arch accm:'ding to 

the plan reported in our message No. 1345. Permission: for tlie 

entry of ns many trucks as rene v1i shes for prisoncrn of- viar 

relief has nm-r been ~,ranted by the Germans OKW. ;[hether this 

autlwrization includes trucks carry in:~ relief to 8chutzilaeftlinr,e, 

is not clear. On this point ;lurckhordt 11ill rllike ,an effort 

to obtain favorable deeinion. 

J<t the present tine the nU!llber of trucks ·]Yotentiully 
0-"-.-:.. u_-'"'-'{ L!--"o,,.~J~·t.J_,,·::---- ti_ Cl»->-{ ~/L'o,v-' Ju·-~"L'·! ':_ ___ ._,~. 

availa~)le in ~1\ritzerland to reRe,..(*) pro~,:ram for l'O',!S, not to 

mention Sc!mtzhaeftlinge, and also would be insufficient if' the 

r:azis acrcecJ to alloH the removal of any considerable nur.1ber of 

:Jc!lUtzhaeftliw;e fror.t Germany. ICRC has, in all, 50 Canadian 

trucks, of only three tons capacity, and 4S United ~Jtutcs truclts 

of from seven to oi~ht tons capacity, 
I unilerstand 



L 

--~. 

-3~· 

---------- ·-------------

1 unccr.stoiid_:~'tllnt- SE .. -.:'~:1[- Jufo-: no'd -l?-~~r~-ed_-- __ to _furnrsn: :ruel-, n9t tc:),.---

trn nBJ.U rtc_relle:L.tQ~unassif~iloted f'.!'OLlpS llnt bnl~i. for tranS'lO:!.'tiw: 

relief to ··:•r-isonercs.:.ot--v;ar-;--rOll :'lii7!1t -cl6nirfJ':_to-tukecup-wi.t!r.c.. 

the .far Du:1ertmcnt this !"atter • 

;;itli a mujor technical and transport probLem if' the Germans 

_ -~a::ree- t0 ·release a lar:~e number of Gchutzlmeftlino;e (v;ho rii ~;1t 

~~='t ':"~;ric;{:v:atilY arnount to several t(lns.-o1' ti1ousan_ds) folloviiil•~ ·the 
--.-, 

·ne~otiation~ of jurcklwnl.t. Under p'Teserit oonditions _H is 
•:/ 

most unlikely that the Gv1iss will ·be able or ~<ill in:;- to send 

rail\Ja:'( trains to GermLIIIY to get such evacuees, or that the 

Germans will be able or willinn.; to transport them to the Swiss 

border. 

At the present ti!'le I am. 11or!ciw; on the problen of _trans­

portinc our 60,000 :m:a parcels to unassimilated ~:r'oups in 

Gerr.wny throu~;h the ICHC Division of Gpecial iuJsistance find 

tnrou"'h private 3vliss_ truckinc; conQ(l:t_rg;, If tires can be 

~!wd frol'l the outside, or at the very least, their 

re placem.nt ni thin a short and dofini te time lil'li t oari '-)e 

3UOranteed, "there is _a 8~~~-~~-"~~~~ility Of SOCU~iflf, five to_ 

~~!~;;t :lo()~-:_b_u_::_I_J~~"-1;:rJ.l_<Jlcs, Jill uvera,~e of ten heavy duty tiro a 

and tno spnres }Jer truck must be eotimotod • 

. 11th reforence to the entry of new and ·rar~cr :-;roups of 
------~ 

refur~ees ICiiJ was assured by von Utei!~or, I'resiclcnt of Confedorntion 
~-----~~----·------•·-·-·--·-----~~----•-·•• •o·-~,._. ____ ; __ ••·----~---• --·---·--:--·--••· •• 

tllat to tlie limit of its possi~i_li~ies S~l_!~~.?rland, in• principle, 

\':ould admit such r;roups, 
;:;,HHISOI{ 

(*) ;.r;·:~arent omisnion-verification requested. ,._, ~!,';.\) 
UC/L:LC.::I-.;t J/10/45 

:e.c..w 



FROM: 

TO: Secretary of :;tate, ~.7asllin!tton. 

l:arch 3, 191+5 

NUI:rr..a: 1481 CONTROL COPY 
In second line of last para.~raph pac;e 2. of the Jlbdve 

=..,.:_-~~ mfffillat:>e a:rter the word ICRC' add :tile 1:o11cri'Jinr:;, "m:·e very 

ina6.equnt,o to any extraord~P~Ol'j' relibf". Tile :final_1Jaralp;aph 

wili then read:~ 

itt the present tirm the nul'lher of trucks potentially 

'avaHablo 1.~ S11itzerland to ICRC are very inade_quote to 

any extraordinary relief pro;~ram for POiiS,- not to lnention 

Schutzhoeftlin:~e i .e.nd also would be insufficient if the 

Hazis agree to allow the removal of. any considera6le 

nUl'lber of Schutzlwoftlinr:;e fro:m Gern¥tnY. ICRC ·has, in 

all, 50 Canadien truc!~s, of only three tons cnpaci ty, 

and 48 Unlted.States trucks of from seven to oic:ht toils 

capacity, 

IIARHism< 

rtvl 
DC /L: LC\'1: l::ID,: 

3/12/45 
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Secretary of State c 
lfaehington . •. . • ! Q~TBlJL,,COPY 
24_92, Ilarch s, 7 P·!!l-~ f ·- _ j . /- ~ :f~IAI( H -L~ _-i94s -- , 
FOR 0 1'D\VYER 1VRB-eFROH 1:!.<\NN: uC.l l 
( . /_ - I VA!;)ON (_;~:~,. h,' J -
1vorlcl Je;.ri sh Congress hereTl-m:ls- some--po'ssil:>ili ty 

German >)olicy of extermination may 'soon be changing to 

- / one of evacuation of Je'is, They recognize transport 

difficulties of saving any large nii:n:ibe-r shouldcGermanS 
;/ 

be \filling to permit exi'G. The-y ;x)inVout Intercross 
/• 

negotiating with SHAEF for truclcs::to- carry ~)arcels :to 

prisoner \far camps in Germany frorJ German Sl-liss bo_rder 

\ 

<"' r.j \ 

·~ .. 0 ~, ; 

~ ·. ~\. ·, ,.. , in south and Lubeck in north. l·'umber trncl's to- be fur­

nished Intercross undetermined but ivJC informed agree-

mont roached on principle. Such truclcs -they point out 

,_, \ uill be returning empty from prisoner \var camps- to German 

\1, \ border and could be utilized to ;llrry JeHs. out. 1vJC 

_\approaching Intercross through delegate here and have 

;_--- aslced that Intercross be urged by: board' 8 representa-

ti ve in Bern to approach Germans 1-li th vie~r to Horking 

out arrant:;ement alortg lines indicated above :for ev.aouating 

re:t:.tigees : -_ 
DECLASSIFiED- _ 
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-2- #2402, March 8, 7 p.m., from London 

refugees from Germany.· If board perceives no objection 

please gi VO appropriate instl'uc"Gioris to iJcGleiland. 

BB 

··~ 





TO 

FROM 

Re: 

General 0 1 Dwyer 

Miss Hodel 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF- THE, PRESIDENT 

WAR R E F U G E E BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICAIION 

- DATE J.Brch 5, 1945 

status of Program Approved at Board,J.i!etfug en ~'ebruary 20, 1945. 

-I. A cable was dispatch to~McClellartd an February 23 requesting a report 
#- as to available supplies<ln·Switzerland and-that approaches' be made -

to the IntemationBl: Red --Cross ahd the Swiss- GOvernnient 'with a View 
. to putting into op~ration the proposals approvedby the Board._ With 

respect to the approaches to be made to the Swiss Government, the 
cable;.,as-dispatched by the State Department, instructed McClelland 
"only if the Currie Mission concurred." No reply has been received 
to date. 

II. With respect to the availabilit,r of supplies which might be used for 
replenishment to the Swiss, we have lined tip the following: 

(1) Food 

a. 300,000 thousand three-kilo- food packages are now being purCluised_ 
by Treasury Procurement for the ffar- Refugee Board for shipment 
to the International Red Cross. These packages are being paid 
.for by an allocation from the P_residerit 's Emergency 1!\md. 

b, We have requested Blockade olearence for the extension of the 
foregoing program by an additional 300,000 food packages. 

c. Seven million prisoner of war packages now stocked in Switzerlmd, 

d, American Red Cross food stocks in Spain. 

e, Food supplies in Portugal and the Azores; 

(2) Medical suppl.ies 

SUpplies now in Ireland to be used by the Irish Red Cross-for 
foreign refugees in agreement with the American Red cross, 

(3) Trucks, tires and gasoline 

a. Spain 

Ambassador Hayes -ias advised that there are adequate trucks, tires 
and gasoline in Spain available for the tr~sportatian of supplies 



··\a,.·· 

~-·· 

froni Sp-ain to Switzerland. These t:hicks cciuld be made avail­
able to .the Spanish Red Cross and ceuld be used for the trans­
portation of the stocks of the American Red cross now in Spain 
Vfhich have not been used for over two years• · 

b. Switzerland 

The Swiss J,~nister has indicated to General O'DIIYer: that. trucks, 
tires and gasoline are available in· Switzerland for· the wa:r 
Refugee Board program. Replenishment of these sWiss s\lppli~s 

·would h<>ve to be made f~om army stocks. in Ell rope. after. the war. 
in Europe ceases. It· is assfuned thatit would be impossible 
to obtain an alloca.tion of-either the supplies or the shipping 
space for the veplenishment from the United·States prior to the 
cessation of hostilities·, . 

111. Problems Relating to~the Evacuation of Refugees from SWitzerland to 
UN!mA-controlled canps. 

•/ 

(l) UNR.'lA 

General 01 D.'IJ'er has advised Governor Lehman that-,. in addition to 
the grOu.ps of 1672 and 1210 whose. evacuation. is now being arranged 
for, it may be expected that l·arge nuJubers of refugees.,mo arrive 
in Switzerland from enemy terri tory may have to be evacuated to 
Jl~lied __ territorr,r. Governor Lehman has indi<::ated Jiis.interest in 
this matter and has requested that UNRRA be advised as. soon as 
possible so that appropriate arrangements may- be n!ade at Philippe­
ville and other UNRM camps. It· vlould appear that the problem 
of obtaining adequate supplies and personnel to run the l!NRHA 
camps for large num~ers of refugees is solely an m~J~ matter. 
However, ti1e ·;rar Refugee Board should be in a position to give 
all possible support to any mmRA request on these matters. 

(2) War Department 

The War Depnrtment is now working out the arrangements for the 
transportation of the two groups of refu~:;ees from S,;;itzerland 
to Philippeville. Thus far, we have received full cooperation 
:!'rom the War Department. However, SACMED appears to be raising 
stumbling blocks and will have to be wat.ched carefully. i:E' any 
large-scale movement is to be arranged for. 
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1345, March 2, n·. a~iji, 

BErn '{)J./J_·A;; · I '~-<-r' ' ~- - · 

~ 

FOR DEP:.RTfiENT AND HRB FROM MCC:LELLi~IID 

FEbruary 24, 

Following is prEliminary HnswErto your 819, 

From rEcEnt convErsations y1ith ICRC ·it can -bE- dEfin­

it-Ely statEd that: it is not now n-EcEssary to ask SY{iss 

GovErnn.Ent to makE food suppliES for_ rEliEf shipmmt ·to 

GErmany availablE to ICRC, 

60,00_9....:::. 2~ kilo rJRB parcEls haVE just rEachEd GEriEva 
--:::----_..:;.-- -------~-, ____ .........,_ _____ .::.,_._. 

f1•om Tou:J__o_n_~- -~his makEs 150 tons ,of rEliEf parcE,lE[o 

ICRC's Division .of' SpEcial hssistancE Vlhich siJEcializES 

in rEliEf to unassimilatEd groups lias adEquatE suppliEs 

on hand for all FrEnch and BE:lgTn~ 1'SchutzhaEflingE
11 

in 

GErmany, 

ICRC has at lmst 80,000 tons of POVI rEliEf suppliEs 

warEhousEd-in 3VIitzErland at prEsEnt momEnt, an amount 

·considErably in EXCESS of' what can actually -bE shiiJpEd 

into GErmany during coming months undEr _prEvailing trans­

port conditions unlEss sEVEral htmdrEd trucks bEcomE 
: DECLASSIFIED -
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A f'EV/ By R H. Parks Dato.S.EfJ. 9 ~1972 

-I 
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A fEW days ago ICRA discussEd ExhaustivEly_ v1ith 

compEtEnt Swiss authoritiEs' :[,'~rticularly, from Swiss I~rmy 
- ; ' 

availability of motor trucks_ in Swij;zEriand for ICRC 
- - -- -

shipmEnts into GErmanyo ThESE convErsations rEVEalEd 
-~ . 

that totaLnumbQ'_ trucks_ availablE to. Svtiss 1l.rili:( is only 

about l, 500' of .which •s ornE . ~5'7 arE- alr:E_REl:y -Hli,j.~up~ fO::;.• 

lack of si':titablE tirEs • Swiss Army has' accordingly 
:·/ 
alrEady bEEri forCEd rEquisition privatE vE:hiclE_; As 

furthEr ExamplE Swiss EXpEriEncEd grEatEst difficulty in 

Equipping with tirEs twElVE hE-avy duty_ trU:clcs and tro.ilEr 

which wErE usEd somE months. ago to movE S\viss~ foo_<l: stuffs 

from Spanish bordEr across' FrancE o 

ThErE is thErEforE vEry- littlE prospEct of Svl:i.ss 

bEing o.blE furnish ICRC with truclo1 and cErtainly not 

unlEss tirEs arE first subpltEd from outsidE;. 

For prisonErs of war ICRC plan to sEnd across Swiss. 

bordEr into GErmany two initial_-convoys of tEn trucks Each·. 

OnE convoy will go to LuEbE:ck~carryinfil mainly go.s; and oil 

to supply six trucks pl~cEc{at disposnT ICRC BErlin 

dElEgation by GErman authoritiEs;, ThEsE six_ truclcs ·arE 

now p·Erforming invaluablE sErvicE d£livtring parcEls to 

AlliEd PO'iiS on roads and in assEmbly cEntEr that rEgion. 

SEcond convoy will procEEd to Munich arEa loadEd with 

POVI parcEls;. 
It is not-

-\ 

-. 
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It is not anticipatEd that GErmansw;tllmnkE o.ny 

diffi<?ultiES for EI1try thESE tv1o convoys which YTilllEaVE-. 
I i 

on or about March 2. 

I undErstand that if thESE first two convoys gEt off 

.,-~succEssfully SHi;EF in Fr_aricE- will agrEE to_ supply ICR...'\. 

vi:i.th furthEr stocks of fuEl-<-~o bE; brought up from 

·MarsEillE i;-> tank cars. 

fuEl is availablE to ic-Rd it is assumEd that tru_ck 

O.EliVEry of POW parcEls into GErln.a,::-yc}'i~11J_E:_r_(\pi5J~l.Y~[ltEpp 
up until majority of 100 A.mcross and Cnnadian REd Cross 

trucks nvailablE to ICRC in SwitzErland m'E '·in_ us£.- -In 

this EVE~_t_fll1_l~~·ss ~lashi~g_t_~r: ~~ght- find it possibl~Jo 
rElEaSE four or fivE of thESE trucks.to ICRC for cnrrying 

',.,. ,_ ~- _.s__.- . ............,~.,.__........,..,.,......,---""""'-'-~----~----~..,--~~---~------~ ·-• ,..-,~------

parcEls to unassimilntEd groups in GErmany. 
__________ , ____ ---- -· -~, . ......,.-~----~-~-~·- -~-.......... -----~- --~ 

Should sufficiEnt trucks bEcomE avnilablE to movE 

150 tons of V!RB Toulon pnrcEls into GErmnny \'Ti thin nExt 

fEW VIE Eks quEstion of furthEr suppli.E_S can nris E • You 

might, thErEforE, als()d:i_sc_clB~ \'J_it_ll_Afficross quEstion of '· - - - . _:: __ '- --·'"_~::··-·- ... --.. --~';'":.::'~'..-.;_---~-
thEir rElEasing from unusEd P0',7 stocks in SwitzErland 

J ~----------------- ~----- ' • 

60 to 80 thousand parcElS for V-JRB program. J.t this point 

it is not anticipntEd that GErmans \:rill objEct to usE of 

fivE kilo parcEls for unassimilatEd pErsons sj __ ncE thErE 

is no longEr any quEstion of using GErman postal sErvicE. 

Li:nltEd 
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LimitEd amounts of cErtain EifsEntial me:d1.cims arc 
-~-~-~-~ .. -.-·_:_.,...~~~~,_:_;.:__: .. -.-~ 

availablE for purchasE in S\vitzEriand; and large:ra11iounts 
··~-~-~-.. ~ - . -, 

could probably bE sE:curEd against guarante:e:s: orre:p.lacE'-

raEnts. 

ThErE is no (rEpEat. po) oJ:othing worth iai:riticining 

· .. obtainablE in 8~;.;:-;;;·~cl~(~-~lE~S . it S:·'fi.o~ Am~-0~~- Or 
- . _,, --- ____ , -~--- - _. . -- -- . - -

Q_t_li_e:r POYI supplies· conce:rnir1g volunie:. of which I 'am not 

informe:d. Any clothing -parcEls shipl)e:d into Ge:rmiiny will 

the:re:forE havE to come: from outsidE. 

ICRC is in principle: quite: willing .':l.~~~_;_;t!l.\s§_.!'t(LJ,v_!Ory 
--------------------- -------· ----~-------~--- ~---- .,._, 

rEliEf suppliEs to any catEgory of acde:ssible: '~Schutzhae:-
-------------- - - . - -- ---- -~-;:_J~.,-·-,"~------

tlinge:" provide:d committe:e: is supplie:d with_ne:ce:ssary 

transport tquipme:nto 

I have: takEn up quEstion of ICRC organizing and 

e:ffe:ctuating re:moval of physically' unfit de:taine:E.s from 

Ge:rmany to Swi tze:rland·;, I e:nte:rtain, howe:ve:r, somE 

doubt concErning fe:usibility this program. outside: of 

Hus;y: affair, Huzis have: display'e:d no willingnEss to 

rElEase: 

although such un EVEntuality is not e:xcludE:d. I have: 

asl<Ed Burkhardt of ICHC to bEar this important re:quEst 

in mind in course: of ne:gotiutions with Hir.mle:r und othEr 

Ge:rman authoritiES which is hopEd b:E will- oe: -ablE undE1'• 

take: in ne:ar future:. I VTill info-rm board us_ soon as 

possiblE conce:rning this point. 
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REgarding SwitzErland! 8 accEptancE of such additional 

groups of rEfugEEs as might bE -ExtricatEd- by ICRC undEr 

this program this will bE madE subjtct-of spEcial 

convErsations with Swiss authoritiEs; It is my fEEling 

that such discu.ssions VT:i).l haVE .to bE supp6l"tEd _by concrEtE 

-_·assurancEs of Evac_uati~n.i;ilthin. a givm timE as \TEll as-.--·_h_- . - , __ . - -~------.---:...-~----~---=---:..-:~---
- -

gra'ntin8 of rapid ·import· facilitiEs .to>Switz(i'land for 

'/ - - - ,-, 
nEcEssary suppl.EmEntal_food stuffs• LattEr point will 

bE discussEd 'IIi th CurriE i:!ission. 

I-If;RRISON 

BB 

-· 
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FRO!!: 

TO: 

N'J!illER: 

Secretary c_of~S}'a te_;::cVfas hington 

February·.24; 1945 -

1217 

-,(_ 

The following message is from J,!cClolland ·for 'iffiB. 

The nineteenth of_fobruary,-I had_occasion to_ 
discuss with Dr, Marti,- Cliief.:ICRC Delegate from Berlin t!).c C\]I'rcrit 
Ei:i.tuatiori .in Germany· Of IISC)>,t1tzhaeftl:i:nge-" and J()VIiSh deportees•: 

sc'b Legation's 4S5 ·of- the twenty seco~dof J~uary, 
744 of tl;le st~cond of February anc! 1159-cif .the twority second of 

February. 

It seems tl:k;t the Nazis arp ovf'.cuating concentration 
cf!mp inmates arrl regrouping thorn in tvio _ general• areas: Between 
Hamburg ;md Luebeck (vlith headquarters located at conc·ontration 
camp of Neuengamme near Hamburg) and ).lunicli, vii th headquarters. _ 
at Dachau camp. It is reported by l!.Rrtithnt conditions of 
frightful crowding already existing in Nouohgamme and D~chau 
Vlhorc concontrces, who are almost all-_in very poor physcial·­
condition from prolonged_ undernourishment ani:l niistroatment, after 
days on foot arrive in stnte of utter oXhaustic:in, ;,s .a result 
of evacuation rnoasurcs H great m?_ny hav9 _already died~. = _i~ mpst 
convincing Cf!SO for urgent nued of transportation equipment was 
given by Marti, stating th.o.t invaluable,· nid could bu :r:ondorod to at. 
lcnst some thousands if n fev1 trucks wero on hand, Marti_ forsuos no 
difficulty as regf!rds permission to distribute relief parcels an spot 
in such assembly camps,. in viuw of gunural willingness of SS 
officials to cooporato vii th ICRC. repeatedly demonstrated since 
Janunry and of general statu of confusion. 

For Hamburg region, parcols could como from WRB stocks 
at Gotoborg whoru some 220 odd thousand;of our_ pm:ceisc:aro stocked 
still. For Munich aroa, parcels could be trucked from Swi'tzorland 
ovor this corrvarctivoly short distance. ;,t this t imo we havu -
60,000 WRB. parcels in Toulon unloadud ·from CARIT:.S Ii during 
January against which arragumont to borrow ponding arrival these 
parcels in Switzerland could doubtless bo mado with ICRC. 

~· ... s rogards 

).!iss Chauncey (for the soc ty), ;.k7>in,- Cohn,-Dutlois; Gast-on-, Hodel, 

HUtchison, McCormack, 0 1)JWYOr, Filos DECLASSIFIED 
Stato_D~pt. Letter1 1-1~-72 

ByR. ~I.Pnrks D~te SEP 19 1972 

. I 



:.s regards recuption pnrcols,' situation all Allied 
POV/S is essontidly stmiu as th'lt of ciyil dotai11ees due to 
impossibility for ICRC secure :adoquat;erali tra.nsport1 although 
POYJS arc -in better physical condition- in general and less liable 
to die of starvation, · 

I take liberty of renewing my tequoet:thnt WRBoither 
arrnnge place my disposal four or five trucks for ICRC or, if 
this is not practical, authorize me .~ttempt secure --them in 
Switzerland, in light of urgency-of'this critical situation. _ -
Before they wouid permit vehicles to limve Switzerland for utilization 
in Germany, tho SWiss i,rmy would· doubtl<iss request guitrt>nteo- oi -
roplP.coment within reasonabl-e time -of at least tires, -if not trucks 
thorilsclvos. From mnoUritscgra'tod ICRC for POW trucks, Sllk'i.ll 
supply of fuel arid·oil cou1a· be made available. · 

Ri.common~ serio~s ~rid prompt consideration of_ this 
requust' .es there are only fen weeks or at· ·mast months remaining 
in which to take effective rimasures. We are positive action -cif 
this nature would serve to implomont activities by SWissofficia:Ls 
P.nd ICRC requested in your late messages. 

DC/L:KLG 
2-26-45 

Hf.R!l.ISON 

~I 
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L6/?6 
DEPARTMENT 

LDF 
s~ibutlon 

' ~dlnp; only 
arrangement. 

of 
by 

81.9 
"i'1fu cai'lle belou ·co Hc~:rri~on aJi\'l lccClel1nm1 frotJ' DCl)artr~ent_ 

and i~ar <iefuc;ee i.loe;r<'- 1!'1 •.;RU 416 • 
.\' 

~~ ~ ~ ~~.'~11e follol-;ine:; is t'<Jxt. of; j:-·l'l~•oran<lum_ of £xecu tj. ve ~ Director· -of 

· · \ • .- .. - ~i~r ctefuf,ee uoar:J 1'hict1 v;:,s -;:,'hlt11:tiliou~ly approvet'> Fot Doara meei•,.rit; 

;:~-ec}t)etnry ~te'ttin:tus 
•~~r~c;ps)#&!'Y i:otr·;cri"!jilaU 
:Jecr"taz•y. Stimson 

&:g u unuoneO. 1:i10lesv.le e:ttel•min::r.tion of t!.etnineec, 1:irf;e m.\rJberi 

"' 

\ 

qf~t~e :ullyc:l.cally unfit 
~ ~~c. 

~ vutior,, exposure 
~ 

v'o·~;ll, r.;eti.icirv::f', · .n.l. eloti1int-: r.il.wt ·uo i!ist1'.t_tutctl to mw·.; 

,;_etainees r.t once if th<~ir lJ. ven •!1'9 to he save,·l. 'i:hey sl1oul:.'. be 

-,-
_;, 

'i.'he lnte:rnntional Fled Gr·oss ir, our only r.:enns or .~iroct 
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'l'he Har Hefugee :1oard is l'Ot'•ueeted to .-,_uthorize ita i'Cpre-

aentative to obtain the neceMary cooperation of tile InternuUono.l 

Red. Crose an-:1 the :.Juies Government. 

The ii~·,r Refugee Doal'd is further :r-equeeted to approve th:.~t 
-c~-1!§ ~ , •. - '- !;lRF necer.so.r>y fooo., liledic1nee: an!I tro.ncporto.tion equ:l.puient be-

- ..... -. 
~de avail:,ble. to ~tile lni;ernnti_ornJ. :-le(L Cross ·,;y tl>o--~)~:ise vovern,-

r.~nt ~1(:;:;-,ii'l!lt ollr pt-omise of re;ony;;;ent or repi::mld11.1ent arter the 

uar. It 1:; uwlers'Goou. that private funds' nre i:'.Vt:ilable for the 

necessary financing. 
( ~iigned) _- \villii,.m o' D;;ryer 

E'!ecutive Director 

ru·)/HUVh.D: (Cli~nee.) _ Joaeph c. G1'e\·r 
J>ctint; Ciec:r-etary of '-itgte 

(i;,igneO.) H. ,;ort,:;enth"u, Jr. 
uecretary oi' the 'l're:::toury 

(.:;1tineu) Henry J... V~lwaon 
:,';ocretc.ry o? ·~:ur. lll'J'I.UG'I'i:: 

nisinr~c i'ootl anu other relief tlu•o_n;:-;1> ti<e lnterno.tional Hod. CrosE 

to physicu.lly unf'it unuaeirJil:1tou rletttineos 1Jho u.re 111 thin ener.lY'­

controlleJ. tori'itory, --ana_ {2)._their __ ;remo~al by tile-Interi'Ultionnl 

Red Grose to flafety in .;;,J1tzerlancl t-.r. soon un poeoible. 

•.rue "'xecut1ve Diroctov of tile Boa7'tl pln.nn to t·:o _to .J~!itzer­

lo.n(i. in tile near future in connection 1-:i tl'l the f'or'et:;oing progr:.".t': 

. In 
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ir.rrnec1iately: 

:relief' BU!-'l)l:l.eo as uell ae transporto.tion ec•Ui))Ele!'lt, 

l<l.e[;ce o.clvieo tlle Bonrd un•l-De;)artment at once 1-~hetilc1; 

-. ~ _k_ •• 

lle:r;.Jan-control1EH1 areue. an(! ru'GV.rn to G':Ji tzerl!lnu. t'o:r-- . ~ . . -

reloadiiit; of r.ul:plies; 

2. Approach Inte)•cross uith n vim·r to obtr1ining their concent 

to (leliver tlle relief nupplies in ener.:y terz•itory 8nc1 to 

orgv.nizu and effectuate tne remov,"l· of' (~eto.inees to 
s-,.., +-r:_c-::::'~ ... ~~;:':" 

i tr: conscmt (a) to I:iciw nV:Jilc'.lJle to Interc!'oso ·no:r the 

l.)U:.rd until nl are able to ~'.rr::.l'ge f.or.· tll:eil" ov~;cuet1on ·to 

.U.lio·., ter>ri tocy. Yol)_ '· ,·_y acs\.l:i;e- t!Ie <F•ir.s tht<.t- thic. 

uovernr.ient uill ~~rrange for the reploniehr.Jont fr>Or.l tlle 

outE:itle of all eupplieB made available by the :.lt-;1M for 

this pu:rpose :).nO. oompenBt~tion for uce of equipuent. 

\TRB:l1!1V:KG 

I 
'.IE S'JP . 

GRIJ!\'1· 
(Ac~ing) 

(GLU) · 

'-



CABLE TO m..nmso!l AND WCLELLAND1 BRHN, FROM DEPAR'fl.IFHT AND WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

The £onc.illg 18 text. o£ __.andaa of Kuoutive Director of 'l'iBl' 
Retugee Board which was unanimously approved at Board meeting February 20tht 

"JhmOrandWil tot secret1U7 stettiniuu 
Secretar,y Mtirgenthau 
Secretai"t Sti.lDson 

Cur best .infOI'IIIation indicates that, whUe the. en91q bas 
abandoned lllloleHle extermination or· detainees 1 large. nUIIbers of 
the pliysicali.Y !,In fit are now in imllinent danger or death· duo to 
starvation, expOfiUl"ll. ll!ld :~perate neglect. The actual nwtbere 
are unlmown and aJ'il bellt)Vfi.d.'to be eh1111ging daUy .. 

• "Food; 111edioinee and clothing must be--'distributed to-'-sti<:trde-·~~ 
tainaes ~1!: once it their lives· are to be saved.-- They shou_ld .be re­
moved, fi' posllible, to- safety in Switserl.and without. unneces11s.ry. 
delay. . ' 

"file InternatiOnal Red Crolla is our>only aean11 of direct contact 
with the camps. OparatiCllll can best ba cOildlictlld ·.rr0111. sidttlerland. 

"1'ha lfar Retupe Board ill requeeted to authoriSe its represent&-­
tiv.e to obtain tb.e neceuary cooperatioJl of the !ntemaUonal Red 
Cross and of the SWiss Oo'V9l'llllleilt~~ 

"The liar Rafllgee Board is .t'unbel" rsqll88tad- to approve that tb.e 
ne-sary (ood, Jllld1cine8Md tranep.)rtation iiiiUijiiilii~ .,. ..... ,~ .. ...,...,.~.,;;;:--------:____ __ 
able to the International Red cross by the SWiss Qove~ against 
0111' pi'OIIin of repaJMDt or raplenisbaem after the liU'o I\ 1s 
understood that private fllnds are available ff# the neonnry · t1Dmc1ng. 

(SigDecl) wuuu o•~r 
BacuUW Dlreotor 

APPROVEDa (Sif11ed) Joaeph C. Grew 
Acting Seol"e\1117 ot State 

(81plll) H. Jrorgentbau, Jr. 
Secn\1117 of the 'fN88111'7 

(Biped) U..,. L. Stiuoll 
Seors\el'1 ot War~• 

T011 wU1 note that ths PI'Ogl'llll approftll elrdagu (1) tazon1sh1118 £oecl 
and other reUet ~gh tbe Intemati<mal. IlK .cross to pbJai~ llllfit. 
UllusbiUaW ~-,tlo an withf.D -~tzooUed. territ~, anil . 

' i 
I 
\-
1 
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(2) their removal by the InternationaL Red Cross to safety in SWitzerland 
as soon as posSible> - -. · -

The Executive Direc:tor of the Board pllllla to go to Switzerllllld in the 
near future in oonneotion with the .foregoing. progrmn~ cin-the meantime, you 
are reqtiested to • do the .follmdng immediatel,ya ·-

1. Explore the avaUabUity in Sl'!i.tzerland of .food and other 
relief supplies as well l.ls transportation equipmsnt. Please 
advise the BOard and Department at once whether relief trucks 
ere- permitted to move .from SWit~land to German-controlled 
areas and return to Sw1 tzerl.and- tor- reloading of suppllesJ 

2. Approach Intercroos ldtJi-a View to obtaining their consent 
to deliVer the relief 811ppllea in enelli1 territory to· 

.organize and eirfeotuate the .reliloval of detliinees 
landJ --'!---:------ . - . . - -

'/ . -

3. Approach the Slriss Govel'!UilBnt tor the purpose of obtaining 
their consent (a) to lll11ke available to Interol'OBs now the 
necessary supplies and equipment fQr_the foregoing relief 
and evacuation program and (b) to admit all detainees who 
reach her borders end house and maintain- them under guard 
untU we are able to arrange for their evacuation to 
Allied territory. You my assure the Sniss that t)lis 
Government will arrange for the replenishment .from the 
outside of all supplles made available by the SWiss for 
this purpose and compensation for· use of 9<1uipmerit. 

Please report all developments to Department and Board. 

THIS IS Ylllll BERN CADLE NO. 416. . 

10:00 a.m. 
February 22, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the sec •y), Akzin, Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, IIg<iEil, 
Hutchison, !J!CCormack, 0 •])Wyer, Files 
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TO 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE P.RESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEEBOARD 

INTER~OFFlCE COMMUNICATION.: 

The Executive Director 

.. ..,.~.· 

DATE 
February.21, 1945 

FROM Hr. McCormack 

Re Sources of food, medicaments, and clothing~ 

. ..c--:.""-,~ ~ · By way of implementing yoi.{, efforts. to secure for ICRC adequate 
suppHes for distribution to the unassi,niilated, ther.e _is pohited: up herein 

po.ssibl-e sources,. 

I. FOOD '/ 
l. Food supplies in bulk·or parcel form indigenous to'Swttzerland: 
2. Food supplies 1>: Q\llk or parcel form indigenous to other neutrals. 

,3. Food supplies in bulk .or parcel form from either .FEll. or UNRRA 
stockpiles abroad. 

4. Food supplies in bulk or pnrcel form from the U.s.A. 
(NOTE: Eight >~holesale food companies in u.s.A~ have _manifested 
interest in the current WRB parcel program.' Seven of these com­
panies have a·parcel-packing ca.pacity·of 10o·;oco parcels pax. 
month; the eighth company has a 300,000 parcel-packing capacity). 

5. luncross PO'd parcel stockpile current consigned to· ICRC. 
(llOTE: Present Amcross ·stockpile of PO\q parcels In Europe· is 
?,Ooo.ooo. The monthly distribution rate is 253,000 parce:ls. 
'~herefore, it 'dll take 27 months to exhaust this existing 
stockpile. In addition thereto 3G2,250 parcels go forward 
from this country each month, 150 per cent of the ·monthly dis­
tribution re-teJ 

II • 1-!EDI CPJ4ENTS 
1. Pharmaceuticals indigenous to Switzerland. 
2. Pharmaceuticals indi;;enous to other nP.utrals. 

(See my memo re stockpile in Eire 2/21/4f5) •. 
3. Pharmaceuticals from FEA or U!iRRA stockpiles abroad. 
4. Pharmaceuticals from the U·S.A. 
5. Amcross 1'0\'/ stockpiles of medical supplies already abroad and b-eing 

implemented on monthly basis. While no.t as large reserve as standard 
PO\'/ parcels, at least proportionately gre_at·. 

III. CLOTHlllG 
1. Clothing indigenous to Switzerland; 
2. Clothing indigenous to other neutrals. 
3. Clothing from FEA or UlffillA stockpiles, 
4. Clothing (new or .used) from the U.S.A; 
5. Amcross PO\i stockpiles in limited amounts. 





Februa17 2lt ·194.5 

l!EAIORANOOJl FOR THE FILES 

. -

Acting Secretary of state Giew telephoned GenBE"al.o•Dwyer 
today and advised him that Mr. Fenninger of the SWiss National 
Bank had informed Mr. Grew that plenty of trucks were available 
:In Sri tzerland but that· tires arid gasoline· are very. short. 
Mr. Grew also advised that food and other supplies are very 
scarce :In Sw.l.tzerland. He pointed out, however, that the Swiss 
have a nest of ships plying between the Url. ted States and · 
Portugal llhich might be aveil.Abie for the :shiplnent of<any-
supplies from thi,e .cllilrltry;~ · - · 

.--- ·,.._ .. 

F. HOdel 

---~-··-~-----~~ 

. I 



L.·;.,· :,_,-. 

-··-r-

-



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

~ - ~ 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION~ 

ro 'l'liE iox&cuti-·.tt Dii·ector 

L!~: :.;e(ic;.:..:i stockpile 

- - -· 

oATE -F~~rucd-y: 2~:;- -l9t5 

'¢ -~.:::~ ;;:- Op July ;:.1,_, l':}L._?-, under E_er"iui~\t~~ri G-.391, .L.ar:.d.leC~---by_-the_ Pi·ocure1~ei1t_ 
...-_ :~.- El·c;.n_~;1 u:I: t~:.e Surgeon Li-E:Tlf::'..~c.l~.B U1i'ic~: -c._._:e J!l.l~rice:n l'!c.ticm;l_Rec~ Cro:.::-;::-~ beg<{n 

-~.c_e ... _c,-u::~S::..ti,:n <:-.£JG_ sirii;,atnt. oi:·r.lisce"i:LahcoUs ·~n~6-~Ci·~l--su!_}l-.f~i-t.s, rEr;t,;in'b·_:rroJ:l 
_tee;:, tube-s to<:iilObilE X-Pay E.plJE~ic..tus,. -!'or· c<;>nsigru.1E.nt_.~o_ the nev;ly est.fLbliE"hE.d 
IrL.h J_-:_ed Crose Soci::?'Y· - · ~ -

TtK E:::t-i;-~:___tE-(,_ vr-lut ci' this re~uJ&ition is ~;5oo,odo, anci Suppri&s 
E~EoUT_tint:; to t.36l,f~02.i5 it.:,ve been ship~tC. to- :i_~I'~~ &;~ o_f _:Ja.ll~i.;t:'Y 31;--1945· 

tr_c ~~::Z~:~~ ~~t:;~:~ e t~~iJ~l~~~!c~~;i:f~~~c~~~-~-~~~~:i~~;!~;;~- ~:!~~1~~~~t~:~~a~rma 
J:.r,!CTOE.E·· 

Iri::.h ·Cro;_,;:::. ~:1.-S u1Cd."}il"E S"Le6. "L_;_;J"Ol'..~~hout tills -wat· -its dbsire {Q- :)f.J""tici-­
)f:te_ iil t!le ·hUe.~:. ni·i.,r. rian ficlc~ of" \·:t·.r rc .iiel, Ol.J._t_- r;i thout grec:lJ :;;u6CesS .~c.- E:~inC8 
t.h€_: s ir.> rc: •. ; on to iJblievc- ti:1:.t such i5 still the· cE!-.~e ,-- T off&r ·.th~, sugg~stio~ 
bEla·.-, :-;.;-;, pc.rt .. _;f y.-:1ur plB.n 1.0 sccm·e 0wi.~s su_;::_tifies-'sllbjc;-_ct--t-9 reph: .. Cement: . 

PLbli 

';:ithin next \)t..f:~K nr t.·.·;o, it i:1 SUGt:Ct.~teJ:-1. tfi;:Lt you visit ·Bctsil 0 1Connor 
·;dt:n c .. vi£-li to the rf:leL.st of theoe meciictcl sup:Jlies -to the Swias· by \n:rfr of 
l'E:Flc.cint:; ~u ... ~pli'22 m~.t.".0 &-~.r:::..ileble in Sviit~erlu.nci fo1 ... - ·i~HB pliiposes ~ _ I aJil cer­
tc..in t(~·-t Iri::.n Cross v;ill uot refuse to ~:.&rtici}!UtE.. in this verY \'iorthy_ urider­
tc..kin£;,. Ii it. i& ;)'Colli" \~.iLh, I shD.ll be !lftl:Ji.JY to a~re~ge o.n_ ~-i.Jl;Ointmeht v_d~h 
:.~r. vI Connor. 

...;--·· 

------------

' 
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~E.rJB~:f~ '.Jn -8(~- . ~ .. ;hol? ::=i2~le·-__ r::~~~~7:_l ... ·::Li-i~_e:-~·:-t·Cn _ qJ_---.~L ;:-; tE~: i11e_e s·_, 
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.. ,... ···'C"ce:"~;~;~;.6:~~~- ~~.-,o!\:~" ~~~~~:·:~~;a:~:f.;:r~~e~;~;~t~~t; Iai~~~. f'::tu<-1 
't 

I . . 
-

tci:;e!~b~ t .--~~-~~.u ~~e;~~~~; .-~i~~~4:\, ~i:~~ t ,,~\~;~~~'io~l~:~ 
::rO'~sci., :_;: - ·_J·_ t~·JJ.c:,_ to "f-:!."':-,ty i:r~ 3•.-:itzci::J.P:i:..1. ~:l-~l:'Jt~.t .-.:'~E:_,..·c:: ::2r7 

~1- 0 2_£-~i. 

T~:.:e· ~1c. i·.~i't.~-~ 
-t-~·-<·f':. t:; ·:::· .. -Lo :..:~ ··~~:s 



JEB 20 104l'j 

MEMORANDUlii ifo: Secreta:ey stettin1u.s 
Secretary Morgenthau 
Secretary Stimson 

> < ='~ _ -·. _ Our best itlformationo .l,ndicates that, while tlie> eneroybas, · · 
-.··~-·- :~ic~:,C._..,. · "~. jibandoned v;holesale·e:xtel'.!llinat1on of detainees, large nU!llbers-of 

.. , · the<physioally unfi't are:Jl-qw:in->imminent danger of dea-th du.e to -
etar.vation, ~xposu.r? and_ ~e).iberate. 'neglect. '!'he_ actual. numbers 
are unkno:;m and are 'Qelieved . to be changing, daily. 

:/> . ...,.., .. . •. -···. 
Food, medicines e.nd clothing must be. drBtribu.ted to suol:i: de­

tainees at once if their lives are to be saved;· They should be re'­
~moved, 1f possible, to safety in Switzerland vJithout unnecessary 

delay; -

- The International Red Cross is :our only_ me ens. of direct contact 
with the camps. Operations oah best 'be cond11oted :ttpm Switzerland. 

The vlar Ref11gee Baaid is. requested to authoriZe'· its representa~ 
tive to obtain the necessary cooperation of the International Red 

· Cross and Of the, S~1iss Governme·nt. · 

The viar Refugee Board is further requested to approve that the 
necessary food, medicines and transportation equl.pment oe made avail­
able to the International Red Oross by the Swiss Government_ against 
our promise of repe.yment or replenishment after the war, o&Ril.-0 lf-~s 
h 1 111J3BSS'-b;J.e, ay tlil:ie Qa"~PIIIIIeA:I; :t'JOall eH1et.1Rf!l 1l'iselis. It' 1s ulid:er­
stood that pr1,vate f_unds are available for the necessary financiM• 

(Biift!l)·t!:t':i!'aiD' tt•b\ryu 

_ _ William O~Dwyer __ 
Executive Director · 

APPROVEr~) ;;k,,.~~_t (!.~-

'tjf/~:."-;c--
Seo_r-~t_ aroy of_~_th 'l'r. eaf!ur:_r 

... 
/· __ l _____ ;-_,_ --~_-:;; __ ~_cr- _·•·-·•···.· ._._·._' ~(;;-A· . : -a,, 

· Secrda~J of War _ 

-- flfl··wo'Drha. 2/20/45 

', ; .. -·--
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:.lecr•l?t~u·y ~ltett.l.nioH' 
~&ord;ary "Ol'gen ~rui'l.l 
:"9Cl'l"t!i\l'Y ;:>tillHlOOL 

Our ne!!t info r!llt} i..l.ou 1ndiol'.l<H<; th.ll t, while 1.h•1 e!'li'l?.Y lw.a 
~.<-mndon•d d;olos~le <!'il LcC·F:.innt1on uf 1et~<.l.nee£t, lH'ge m.U!1ll€l'B of 

~-- th>< ···ny310&lly unfit -are ng\,: .in 1ilmlnent dan~.er or death <ine to 
'ltl'H'Vllti:>n, ex ··osul'ie. !'>lld :le_l1b<:t'Rto n•)gleot~ ·'!'lie f!{ltU&l numb-era 
!):··,. unkno•m ""'; are o.;;li,v~;d to Oil ehtmging daily. . ~ -

roud, 
t>Jinet>s ~t 

1lOVed 1 lf 
_1el!!Yo 

!J)!ldioin~~nc clothing must.)Je dintriblotP.d '4u ;juol1 d<:­
once if ti1<'1r l1Vi'l!! r<l'l! to b" g..,_V!!d, '.L'hey aha!.ild oo .<'e­
o-. !<lbl•', to 0Ff*tY in -~:itae:rlr,.ud w1 thout -mmecciH<&.l'Y 

'l'ne .i.nl.~rn»t.ionr>l Ht>d Grosr' 1n -..ur only 'lleum: of diNHll; oontu,t:t 
'"l 1.1> ~!-..; ORr~:· P.. vpN·ntlons Cf'!l or: :1 t tie oonduot<;d fi•orft )~<1 t.7.erlMlr.!, 

T>t<' ;,ar ''"'f"'"·~" cso:H'Ii is r;•cu<Sstsd to authorize .\.ts repret,~n t.s-
1.1Vo> to ootn.ln the necess!lcy coopu•ation ot tl!& lnt<':rrw.<.ione.l hf.-d 
Gcos•• !'ad of thl'l _;-,is a Gov~&.rnment, 

The >iP.I' '',efu"""' ilollrd 1e furth,~r re• ,wst;;od to u~l;,rove ~llnt t.h& 
rteoesH.a:ry fozyJ, mi..:UoJ.nes &nd t.ran!v•ort~<tion equi:Pment we mn:le rc. va1l­
~bl!' to th~> lnt.<?.rn:'tloMl ii."d Oro-o<; by thll '\wie~ Hovr.rn:r.ent D.£!lllH.lt 
our ·raml.~e of rwc:;'Y"""'Ilt o.r re:·J.tulishmsnt Rlftex· t.ll@ w&r.-.-·~ 1 ;l,t' •ll1e-
1.-- *'-1-· 8i!L1~le, "N' t..Q1a fion~~"~an~,nt from ex 1 st'R~ .Jl;'Ocfit:1:;. lt. it unila-r­
> toor\ 10hs- t . t·iVI!.·~,. f~.tnde IV'.e available for t.h8 naoalHHH'Y f J.n~ne.I.IJS. 

1\n 1'\;'.';:DI j:.sj ~ C. ~ 

()_~ :.oo1·~t..,r:r of :;tate 

j:s / ll fw. ~.u.L- I ;y, . 
Seoretlli'Y of t.he Tree.fHtl'f 

/JJ ~/.~ 
ll~ore 'll r:r of 'hsr 

~/0 1 Dihd 2/'i.v/45 

William 0 1 i)wyer 
··xeou·t1ve Uireeto:r 

.; 
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DRAFT 

L!EMORANOOM TO: Secretary of state 

Secretary of the Treasury 

Secretary of War 

Our best information indicates that, while the enemy has abandoned 

wholesale exterminatioo of detainees, large numbers of the physically 

unfit are now in imminent danger of de'ath due to starvation, exposure 

and deliberate neglect~• ~ '!he actual numbers are unkno'Ml IIIIi; and ate 

believed to llJl :iJmD changin~ daily, 

Fooyaedicintlt? and clothing must be-liistributed to such detaillees 

at once if,their ~ives are to be saved. They should be removed, if 

pos~ii,i:~ ~';;'~t,':. wi;t.;ut unneJ<essary delay}PThe International Red 

Cross is our only means of direct contact with the!l8'" camps. Operations 

can best be conducted from Switzerland. 

The war RefUgee Board is requested to authorize its representative 
tJ2.·{·t.t.~._ .. _ 

to seek the necessary cooperation of the International Red Cross and of-

the Swiss Government~, ---~----~ . .,.~ ____ _ 
To eaFr, ~this-program ·the ·appri)v1Jrarni· cO!Is"Eitit··of ·the--swHis 

Government must be obtained andthe necessary food, medicdnes and trm s­

portation must be made available to the International Red Cross. 
be prepared to 

This Government mus1/fUmish the necessary supplies and equipment 

' :.\ 
to the International Red Cross either through Switzerland against our. 

/1/ ('t! _ .. , -.. - ~~.it' ~_t /{ _·( (;· ~-~--'\ ;..._...._.,~ 
promise to, replenish !HlteP tile w_ap. in kind, 8P IIIBBey' or from w.s4ai;>J.e(. 

Adequate ;rl, vate fUnds are availltble.P·v .{__{, '~ F 
\ ··\ I 

The _authority for this program ·should embrace 



February 19 • 1945 

George Kil . !-Ia hon- D jor Mtu't~ - em, Natl, Com . Senator l'ead I • - phoned Th . e s office ursday 
- called thi s a.m. 



Rough Draft - 2/19/45 

Gentlemen: 
;, 

i ,' 

Our best information fJ:om the field. indicate.s :that the, Enemy is 
l- < /' .. ~- • 

no longer ~ exterminating t.he--.plly&WAHrunfH;-mnon~th&:-in.terned, 

It is reasonable to sup1;>ose, however, tha,t large numbers of the ·~nedJ 

other causes, are daily being set aside as useless to the ~emy war effort,; 

·~e~narrowing-tpace between the .Alilied-1.1nes undoubtedly'has-~cr-eated a hous-

i~ foodrand1!1ed1~1iiiFsliox'tage, ft is re:1~.~abl!l ,)~.,':!~~~~~:J~~~~.c:ast-
offs will be left to die from either ~osure or hunger or both• The actua1 

-~!::C_-____ •• ,_c·__ _ ,.--~c__~-::f~·-:_1 .·-
number ei'-'thes&-'JIS"0~6hanges-wH1i each batch extetminate<LanLat __ t)le _El_nd_ 

oL.eaoh .. wol'king~, so that we are unable to state ,1</hat the accurate number 
-·-- ~::-----~~----_, 

to be cared for is or will be or where they are to be fotUld, 

We ask theBoard'for authority to use the services of the Intercross 

to trace them and, having found them, to make it possible for. the Intercross 

to aid them within and if possible ~o remove them to a place of safety, 
/ ltrll ( I 9 s f S'(T ~ 

~ fhie Government' e providi.rog the Red Crose with food, .medicine, 
11 

and means of transportation and arranging with the Swiss Government for. their 

maintenance upon delivery in Sldtzerland, This again will call for an as-

surance to the Swiss Government that any outlay of food, equipment, or 

housing will·be paid for or replaced in kind, 

The important thing at this time is for this lloard to agree on1 

U,) Tbe n.eceaaity fer ltumadlate action to save bfteee '1ves, \,..--

(b) Authorizing its representative ~ ee~ty out in the field 

n.t.At-~4- the necessary agreements with the International Red Cross 

and the Swiss Government, rrv -tlruv ~~ 



- ?, -

(c) T"nis authority should embrace all eimUje.r cases dis­

covered within the Enemy lines by the International 

Red Cross not already known. 

The Swiss Govei.;unent will undoubtedly require performance of ex­

ercising agreements to ~~~ve hro batche~ of people no~< in S>ri tzerland. 

Should the S11iss Government')tJ!f11l!e ·to-· care for new refugees of this type 

IUltil after hostilitie·s. cease~ government and inter-g~vernmental agencies 

mu.st 1mme~~~:e:(y. provide t~~sport~ food,_ ,.;,_d housing for them pendfng 

final_./~position in Allied territory. -~ · 
/ 1"""7 --' 

The question of food supply from the nature of the emergency will 

require an allocation from Allied stockpiles without delay. The cost --up 

to 20 million Swiss franc -- of replenlshing these allocations has been 

guaranteed by the JDO in e. communication presented herewith• It is believed 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF :THE· PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

liiHER-OFFI.CE··cow.iut•IICATION 

·""· - ~ .-o--: 

TO 'l'tE.: !.__:.-:_~cuLive Di:ceCtor 

FROM r. ,cCon:lELCk 

SuCjcct: -_fOoC stocic,.-)iJ.cs 

~---

;c;~iJ.~~r~0::~1:;~~~11o~i~~e ~;.~~~!"~~ni~~-1ii~~~~,~~:.~~~~~:~~~l~;o~;:~~t;~~t'i,, ·illY 

~~~i~;,~~~\~ ~~:~~;~u~:t~~ ~1.~0 ~/?,:~~~~~~~/~:~:o~~r%h~f c~:.G;;:~t"~~' t~~~:?~~n 
7,000,000 ::;te:.nac.ru pr~Son6r -9i yr~_1··food )~_rCels .. (~1 -~ound:s each:_Vis;:~-~v:is 
"r.1\.B Is 3-kilo :Jt.rcelS} .- Fo:::·· ~JUrlJOSt:s -of laC~-- tion, ihe;;:e stoCk1J.?-le.s c.re. m~p.....; 
-:.t;inE::i in T.he i'ollm·.;-infi )lE..ces: -

Sr:itz·erlc=.nd l~io9er ( sev~~:~l warehouses) 
Gotilfi11bUr6~--- EwE-den 
Lubeck, -Oe1~.nany 
Lisbq!)., _}:'ori:.u!:;:~-1=-----:-:-
Bc.rcelonu., S;?c..ili'- (9,000 j.ons oT-'~r..lJi)i--o::-::imL-'_tely 

1,72.7,272 ""reels) 

In connection ·:,-ith tf1i~ latter stOc~£_~!~,- -I~1r. -pate- indic~teci. till--:.t cu1·rent 
Uer.Ic:..nCts for o.ssimil::=.ted .:.·,ersons we{e-beinbmet for the mos~_ pcirt·-i'rofi!_ ~tack~ 
)iles ot.h£:c· ti-Jan t;.-sis source. He~i_ni'Ormril} .. yo·indic<:-.t-ed. that :Lf' You he.U -a pl~n 
Y,J.th a vic.;: to ~.<c.kint~- ,;rer .. ter amourl~S __ of- food ·avc.ilable to the um.:..ssimilcted, 
;:;.rlc~ t .. t tl!e sal.le time h-&.ii t,fle- necesse~ry transportt~tiun to move -su~l)lies from 
Earcelona to &v:itzbrlan<i for distribution. by ICRC, lie th:iu1.;ht it likely thcct 
thE: ltraeric<c..n I·:c.ticnB.l l\ed Cross WJuld be i·ecepti ve-· to: 1.he i_dea of mak~~g these 
;;u~--_jlits B.Vi'~ilctble to lif.r i>.efugee f!OE.rd, Subje:?t to Edthc:r-outright sa~e -Or 
replc.c&ment ti1rour;h import. 



---.-i-------

How I CliO can effectively ana. ospeedily bring food, medicru,1eilts 
at;d clothing to the unassimila.ted iii enemy-:Eilrope •. 

-As obtained in ii.prill944·, there existed lind_ exists scarcity of 
food f(!r exj:>ort a:s opposed to scarCity ofdollars> I!o app;teCia·nfe 
~rliports ~heSe i~ems _to _n·\3:~ii!.:£fl.TS sir~C~ -April-],94~ has occur_:red •. 

-Currently ~n _addi:~-~-ri~..-:j;~~t~·foregaing ·ui.eZ.~e-- existS! 

( 1) general_ b;eclcdO\~-~G·~~~~rui. tr~'lsPri-rta:~ion· _system at liaast to 
. degree thi>,t transpor:t. is unavailable to haul suppiieso for 
'H'jle 'inas~imilated (~W transport l'es-pcl1sibility_ Germarts as 

required Geneva: Convention 19;39); 

(2) lack tr..is transport has ~e!'iously interfered ·with delivery 
our initial and ui tiably swall· stockpile .300,000 parcels 
(15002 parcels sidetracked rail1·iay f~r ap_uro:d.mately 3 
!OOrlths); . 

( 3) lack this transport prevents. IO_RO from- reaching certain camns 
•11here large ::r.l!obers detained and llerle-Foote distr'ibution 
guarantees could be observed; 

(4) provision of-transpprt enables '·:ider and. more satisfacto·ry 
and speedier distribution plus added advantages IORO pP.r•onnel 
on-the-spot, safeguarding lives and furnishes available trans­
port for escaping unass1.Pliluted. 

Time is of the essence ·if 1·1e c.re to provide both opportunities of rel:\ef 
and resm.te to these groups >tho hRve long suffered ';;nd with least amo1mt allied 

comfort. 

Prouosed Action; 

I. l£ransuort 

Trucks, tl.res, fuel in S•11i t-zerland (request by \iRJll s !kClelland 
for ICRO l.n Bern 455, 1/22/45). llo -positive action on· this request to dat-e. 

1. Authorize ir;u,Jeil.iately the· securement 5 trucks (tires ai1d ·fuel) 
in S~Ti t ~erland. to at least begin both movement of current but 
small \·!RB stockpile and provide 1imited opp'ortunity for some 

·physical rescue no matter~ho-., small and/or .late. 



\ 

- 2-

?.. Authorize securement· as many trucks· ,-,(1. _transports (tires 
and. fuel) in Switzerland to increa<ie both delivery arid 
rescue opportunities. 

3.- Authori~e sheaf to-prpvide- 5:-~rucks :(tiref; ruid fu\31.}"-tO 
- 1J8rform after the manner of f·above.-

"· Authorize sheaf to provide 5 trucks (ti:ces and fuel) to 
perform -aft_er the m~nner of- -2 abOYe_. 

-"""--

l{ote AI Precedent.alre.{<(r·-esta.b:li.-shed by War Departnierit in the­
release of tl'Ucl(s:~t:o A!ocross Northern Italy for d(3livery 
-of ?Oii parcels··notwithstanding- Geneva Co!lVE'ntioh re­
I!Uiring 14\lssol:i:ni arid Hitler gover.nmer;ts --peri'ormance 

~Mupon deliveries; ~ 

ilote B: -·Along 1·1ith scarcity food opposed sce-rcity dolla.:rs __ in­
neuti'als, rev:ie\'1 of record reveals -abunda.nc.e of __ -prou'l.is~s 
o-puo~ed scarcity of pei-f_Qrman~e •. __ 

l. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

~nd~stributed WRB Htockpile already, in~~ORO h~ds. :::-· 
Md1tional 300,000 no•• on procurement USA. v ·-·, 
Amcross Pml sto-ckoile no•1 in Svlitzerland. (7,000,000 ac;ording 
to recent press r-elease 0 1 Connor 'Anicross Oh~an). Borrow 
a{<:ainst subsequent replacement from here./ 
J\mcross PO'd stockpiles :Barcelona. v' -
Army stockpiles bU.lk for either packing or delivery in bulk to 

camns. V 
Inc.reased shipments parcels _and/or bulk from u-.s. (B knOI.nl 

9acking performers U .'l . .A. 1<i th pl'o0.uction 100,000 per mouth) 
provid.ed shin be a.dned IORJ) fleet :for exc:lusi v_e__ 1-/BB haul (ship 
po•sibl1' from neutral). V: - _ :C --- .. c / 

Very remote possibility some export -foods 'i1eutrali':' ·. 
l'ossible Ul!RRA and/or FEA' sto-Clepile-s abroado / 
Food ind.igenous S.ritzerland and other neutrals/ 

III. Hedicaments 

Sources: 
' -

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5, 

Amero sa Switzerland ~tockpile and elsewhere l!.'nroue. 
U. -s.,Britisn or United ilatio)ls army stockpiles: 
All or part- of Amcross-Irish Oross:·$900, 000 stockuile i-n ~iire 
~])}ire •10uld ~<elcome making· gift.:... some reservation' Amero as \·•elcome) 
hipmeuts from USA either on !ORO ·or WRR shi • · ' 

Medicaments indigenous _s_witzerland and neutr~ls~ _ 



---3 ..... 

IV. Clothing 

1. Juncross_- reserve~ _S,.lit zerla.lld. -and_ ~lsawlf.~r-e ~11urope .. 
--:r;-· Army stoe-1fPi1es~ · _ _ _ 

Shinmen.ts. froiuUSA (blockade aU:thorizatj_Oii avaihtblE to 
\1RB for- shinments from here _25 tons (?) -n.,v:er utilized). 

3. 

Note: (Ap,J.ies to _:oerformance oh Items II! fii and IV) 

All- thiS->nresunucses, -?,ft~:r Boar'd- cJ..e8.rance-, authorizatiCn}.S f-rOin 
Joint Relief C~mm1ttee_ on all- roateria.ls extra,... blockade secured 

:ff-.= frO~- other th~.n neutra_l- ~ott:CGe_s ~~ -o_n- ~~~t~ri-3).5_ e~_tr,"'--~loc_~e_de ~ 
·;_~.lndigenot.ts USA Brtd· shi:9ped~j~-r~.:Il~us.i ~-~lS~ ~r~~1:l~r_es- E'f!!ergell:c! :a:~_, 

-loc'!tions FEA· (Food, irlem \'TPB; medica:nent<i: c-!'r' clothine;--~zcept 
used.), OPA{d'tioned itenfs),-FK~;(Export :License)> Treasury (Customs 
declaratio~plus performance -w- ~- gov_e:r;rqn~nt ~_pr?C?urement -~ency~ 

V. Financing 

1. U. 3. -G·overnment ( F•Jre-ign \far · Rel~8f _ A~Opr_opria~f,,l)_) ~ 
2. Joint U, S. ,l, British (IGC--$2,000,000 balai1ee). 
3. "United ~lations Government _Pool: .(:orevio;,_sly suggested by Du.t,ch 

>c and_ Yrel'.ch and currently emnloyerl.Amcross POW fore Allies),· 
4. U. S. Privat·e Relief Agencies -(eXca:nt- 'fOi JDC, ot!'l~rs-must- clear 

})rograms _alld eryenditurFJe_ tllrough Pr6sidP.rlt 1s "1\'nr Relief Control 
;~ot.rd- and National "ilar Flmd). 

VI. ~'vacnation from S1:;i tzerland: 

2/19/45 

l!lvr~cuation from SN:l tzerland simuly- calls for an expansion of. the 
antici:p~.ted performance of both the- \~ar De:9artment and UNRRA with 
resnect to the movement from Switzerland_of the twogrou:ps currently 
residing there and on whose behalf \'/RB has -indicated· tha.t it will 
so perform, i.e, the 1672 former Belsen-Bergen internees anrl the 
1210 former Theresienstadt internees. . 

. I 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECimvE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTO~ 25,'o;·c.-

I.iEl.:O:EAHDUE TO: 

/ 

FEB-151945 

I :.·•is1c to cr,:Ll _:;:i>t\;:o :_Je'.'sont.l r'.;tqfsion to ':.:le f'olio'c'·iir:; _ 

i~J~~~frl~i:~~~~~r~li;j~f;;~}~;+~~t~t~;~J:~t~l~"" 
.~.::lis Go-v:::rnm:;nt to _e.ct ~-_c; l~eC:~!~1)1ep.D.c_t.1. -:,olor: rf'.Julc..l .. , ~!'1 :.1~~-

~·~:~H:~t~~;·:~~:~~:~;:~~~~~~~~~~~0l,;?.!r;~~~l~~:~J1~~~lf§ii·~-~i~~cl~~i~~:!~ 
~:-:i2.l do . evorytlt~l1S in_ ·it_s· ~:·:,6r·;c;e tp_ o~_,e_S-?Ve _ th_f~_-~-v-2_-Ctlns'--_-_of.' _ En}ei7l~' 

~~6~c~~;~~r;l;nJ:~c1;b~~Li~~}£~fi~~--- ;:rif"~~~i;'s~;~~~:'"i~~ {~~-'~~f~~~cl 
·)1w.sized tO the r.~Cn=-ici .. ~h?~t yJ'e --~'-u:~.n_t- t~;1c:/G-e --~.iln-ocen"!;;_ ht.i1:1P.D- beinfts 
to live J ~-:-e h~tVe urs:ed tho nCut_i>c}- -C_oul~-~I"ies tb n-cce·5t. ~~l --­
t!:.ose 17:no no.y ren.ch. th~'i~"- borQ.:ers- P:.i1~l_ w~ hn':re stc.t-66.- t i1a~ c.nc1 

;:~·~;n,,{l;~~s~~;:1·~~-u}.~o~l~~~;~~n~~~l;~h~e~~~:~~~~r,~~~- ~f~"-~h~~ 8 \-;6~.i~-
f5..n;.l h~.7cns _o: teD")9i"D.l"Y_ l"efu-~-o _f"or =tlle~:a. 

I . 

'l1oG.R;l \·.re fc.c?/ tlH:( folloYrln::;-_.;~ituo..tion: 
i : 

1. The 1~c~-:· c~ v.c.lvr:.nce on--Ge:~r:Jo.ny ~-;:/ "'::he Allied APnien 
fl-"~O!il ~che VI st- o.nn the Ei:u::"G>hr-.s- l"'esultc(l- ln ·o.- co-ncent·:co.­
tion j_n t'1e ·cvel~- 8LiC.llel" _a:r~:~- -st;_l_-J;:;L lield_:bY GerrM'.ny· of 
Gol-"~J;lo.n r ·fu~~e~s f_~"'~i:l t:;~l-~-· E2.~te1~n- 2.110.: \'/es"'~qrrl_ ~-Jl'_<ivinces 

_o.nt1 fl'O)i Berlif17 of:'-1U'ison-8l;n -:of:-1·:e.r, of'::ciVJ.iian in- ' 
ter-nooq~ of i'o-l"'ei.:;;n 3lo.?e-~~;~)~r~_-:c.i1<.1 o~ J?r;lsh ant1_ o)..;hcl"' 
t1e·oortbes. Resc~:·ves at foot:, _,fuel_, neCU.cP.r.1ent$. anU 
clO~h;{nc.; in thtS d~.!:}inish~_il:=_; c.l~c-~--_o.l~l;} ~s-!il.?~l anu-= ~x .. Ov::tng _ 
lessy _HouolnG- h::J.s ·recou~ cxt:t')eme:Ly_ Cl~.~~~~cn.l. ,Even 
conclen"'cpo.-'Gion co.illDS- noY!- us eel for Jcr!H o.nd otheP·- c1enoPtees 
;,w.y/ soon· ile neetle'il to hot)Ge 'Gel'Ja8,n :cefu·· ees. Uee.n-s of 
co!!tnu.rl~cfl:t~on_· _P-~"~ -l~o.::~_i~U_y c.1et e~io_rnting_. _ Vfl1atovb1~ cv.re 
tf{e-~ Gcl')n2.f~-:-:ce.l).- now-~r~;ive t_p :the: ri~t!tlf.!~l O-:~\~GS :~-Y.ri~Ghin ~:he 



:""··· 

• 
-2-

2. In -t~~e ci~:.-·c~_,ns .. 0nnQ~s;~_n_(? _ ci:l"C !cc.n' o:."' ~·;ill ~~)C: G;iV-eE to 
-t11.e Je\".rs unCici' Gci"1~12.ii.J-etont:COl! "rtith -'.:;he. !:).i-1:\.:t::-·.~-.:~.~ _cr==.s-i:s 
t.--'L !-.tt::ncl ;- tll=~~ YP} ... ue ·r;f ___ -::J·G~)S_ -~ n.s·_- i·ru:l.,_,1~s··:;l:ie-].. ~io.JY-)0·\~:Qi ... :- f-o_r-

~~:~t~~~~t~~~~~~~:"~~~,;-: }~~~;~y)~~li~f\;~n~ie~;~'\~l:~~~e"·l'E;. 

3· H.;;:; cent I'e_~Jo::::ts to ti:e Doc.rcl i':t,""'o:,1 S·.-_-itz.~l·<Lr-J1d, _ SYTeden 

~-~; ;~~~;:~~~~~ i~~~~~c-~~~is~~~~~~;~~~~~2i~~! ~-~tJ~~s i~O~~~~~t;·(~~~Ces 
for le.~:Jor_. Ins-'l~eo.L1, 8.' ~;z·o~-:in~ __ ~.tt.~ t~L!.~l.e-_ of_ :U1Cl;l.ffci•Qn9Ei 
to the fate of the Jerts- is [~:.:J;Jec.rin~:---',£_nl!. Cci"tr.~i-lt---Gol~r:n;::J1. 
of~- icic.ls ·not.; sec~:1 to ~~C -Wi1~~-n:~~:_ ~t.o-~-1-~t- tb.-e_3~ :~~Qv.rs d:te, 
ntfl""Vive, o:e t::et; out of fJ-erril&.lly, a~o~l~n~;- r;s tllos~ oqu.i•ses_ 
::1o nOt ::.Jlace o._ :..:u~_,den On_/feY:.-IJnn __ -eqo~~ol:1y. · 

l~. This ;::18c.ns th2.t t~ri_G purvivinJ ,1:emnP~1jt -qi'_ )00-,-0DQ to 
5::1'J,OOO Je·:tn es~ir:rr-:'cel~_ tO ~-)e ·tn Gdrr.w.n-J.lGlD. ~ol"'~~·itoJ.·~r :ls 
concler:1nec.l to certr~:l.n zJeP.tll i'ror.1 stal"'V~e.-'u-iori rind e:;:nosur~e 
unless ·.;1•or.r)t 1:18['.Slu.•es c:ce tnl:en to SUlTOlY these :·,oo~)lri 
·,·.ritl1in ·ene:J·y "t;ePl'~-~Cn•;y- r.:ith food end o~ciH:;l' necessitiE:n 
Ol' unleSS .tl1ey D.:"'e f'.i)le- to l"'cid.ch ~P.fety, j:-11 S •. 7~tzel"'l_I:J1C1. 

In vici_'; of' the fox·Gc;oin:::_: . ti,D.G:ic B.qd uv~:r!nt s1tuv.t_i?~1_, I 
Y·es-~)cctfully ~"'CCOIJr:Ien<I for your ::t!Y:!l"'OVr-~· the.t --~~his_ Gove~nr:1ent 
".·r}:e the f'ollor.:in-~~ B_te:'_)s no~·t. ~rime-_ is- !V~ryc_s_llort. 

~;cc~~i~~s;~y"·~~~~D~~J~~r;~~n~h~,?~~1;r~I~~;~~~i,Rti1c0~~:~rl~ 
~J;_ttion of foo0. e,nc1 other nccessitj~es- to J-_en:i.sh o.nCt ·ather 
tU1o,ssi!nilL';'c,:;ll interi1qes -'uln•ot~.[:;~lO~lt -Ger!llc.n t~~"l"i_tory. 

~~- Plo.ce at- the ·cliSDOBD.l nf the Intol"'nnti-onp_l--Retl-Cross 
food, ;;-teCLicD~ nnd- other l"elir-;f su:_)}Jlies 1 -c.s ·,·:~11 o.s trucl:o 1 

,. ti1•es __ an4._ fue_l nced.esl for thcil~ .cl.ist_ribu_tipn, f:Pon c_v.'7.il-
D:~i e- s~GockS-- novr in -Et10q!)e : ( mi~lJ .. "c[try~~p;_...~- otlle-l"'T·~·_:\.-s_er;·--tll~_f58 ___ --
stoc1·:s -to -:)e .rGpJ,.eninhell. by D\ll)r>lics ehi~)~1e0. 'gt _g lf'.te: 
elate from the United Stntos 2.ncl. pn5.cl for 1)~r ~J'l"lVr:'Gc 
ArdericeJ1 ·fUnds. 



.\ 

_) ..... 

~. Ftecn..1._est- e:n(~~-- f,ut~!.Ol-._ize :~n-'::ernf.'.t-to!~f-,l_ ~1e_G_ C2.·0ss 
to :~;C·i.,:::it 2I1D.-_ e:~1q0,i~:-:r'_?:f::;~--=:_;~l-~e- -cv~;?u~~.t_~?_n of ,in~.._-=-?1-"nccs 

~~:~~~s e~W'~je~~l~i~'"-~~J~~;;~z~~:~.~~ton_ t!~c; ·:·Gc;·.g·;c 

. -

~ Is sue j:-,_~J~J::.·o:)l•:L:~:'s e in_s -'c-:--:•no -'oJoriiL to _ SF ... AEW 8J1c1 AE_ll·:~~ 

t~ C;~~:~~{~\~~l'oP~~lf~)~~i~~,-;~~~c~:~~:c6~::;~~-\~-.. ~;l'~~l?g~ 
in g~,_~i-'~zel'lc~·tCt e.nc.l i"'Ol' J.~llei:L' :-::J;1':.T_::_'(l_ -~::..,2.HfF)OI't . ...,_t:i.JJn ~0 
FLlli·)~.JeVill·C o:::_- r;o:~:.e otl:.ei• U}!F.Hl\ c2x.r;). --

7. Rec~u-· ~:::t UNRHA to ::_J!:'GYJf'.!•e tl10 co.:_r~·~s 
·Jr.:-rson11el, etc., i'ol., tl!.e J._.,ece:_;tiOn f'.nc.l 
ic.l'.:_;c nur:f.10l'"'S o:L r•efn···ees. 

APPHOVED: 

·SecretO:ry of WP.l' 
""\ 

.,. 
::,·i:~~h no';oss::.::.·~r. 
:.wj.nJc-en::.nce v:: 

., 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE ~OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUG~E B~OI\RD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATiON 

ro The Izecutivi:: Dir_~q~or 

FROM B •- .Al-:zin_- a.nci Paul -J -. -~j~cCormack 

f.<=: T1'ucl:s for Intercross 

DATE Fel:irtiary lo, 1945 

:-;-:-- -1. The ~o~ar Depa.rt:a~nt lett-~<-~oe-s--r~ot dis1?~te- tl_ie fc.ct- thc.t 5 --7-
~f¥-~j_ts- &i'e_-:nceded_- to eri8urEf qi-~_!::i'~1:]j.lti~l'l: ·_Of _fo_<;?4-_ ~uppl:le-::; t9_ 11ull~Ss~irii1~1.t~~~~ 
de"t-;..inees, nc..r does it. c.civance tne are:.ument -till.<.t- the re~ue:::tetl.---us·e- of_;_a- fe\'l 
trucks .llus-'~,~ be op;"osea on inilit:-Iy bruunan. It Objects. ~o_ t}ie- fr-ogr&.IU--­
mereli- Oll ti:t€- ~~~h(~ t~IC.t- -it Hiiglit- ~E:t 3: precedent a.ffectirtg -£fie Shii)~~nt of 
SUpt-Jlies to .?OV:tS. 

It siwuld b€ noted, t>_Ilerf.fo1-·E!, t!:a~- a.- requeSt of-_ th$ -1\:JE:riGan R~~- Cross...,.. _ .. 
to-- pr;rrai t t2-tt use of truc~s to_ ship SUi?Pli~s -t-6 ~0-1~_ -in _no_l·"t.hErn -~t_aly -h&s _ 
bt:en_ clEc.re~d. by tile \i&.r· DeLJhrti!JEnt. T_h€ Depart.p.ent- ~-u_;_s tJ:~erefore_ agreecl- -to set 
the very ~receOent the prevention ~f \·.-i.licil it. till6ges __ ~_o be t(m--reu.cQn-for its-­
opposition to ouroprogrrua. 

~. l-v_E:n v.·cre <.1. similE.r i-'~"'ogr!:il]l l:~jecited for i)O\'t&: anQ ,na_sf?}mf{~,_t~'d11 
civilian intel'nees, tn_Lc would ·not bf? _a su;ffici:ellt reason- to- i•eject oUr pr~­
f:ram in i'avor of 11 rinussimil&tedn- detainees. Indeeci, __ POWs-f .. nci- ci-y~l~an -irl­
ternE.;es e.re protected by t11e Gene~c. Conv:EJ1ition: which en-s_m~es a minfimun sta!tdtti'd 
of' their tree.tment, y;ith supplies merely-aiini~g e.t- Supplcment:ing 'th~se stand-­
aras; v.hereas the detc~inees lack any_ such zn·ot~ction a-nd- are l{nOwn to- receive 
fc .. r ,-;orse treatro:ent .at German ha_nds. 

But the vEery f&~ct th&t th0 use of trucks wis.s authorized by the r;ar Depart­
•nent in the case of PO\\"s makes it iljlperc,tive tiw~t it- withdraw its objections 
to &~ Similar USe of trucks in~ SUpplying }'€!'SOnS known to fare much lESS well. 

3. J.~ccordin~ to the- _ro_p9rts of li;RILrepres-E:mtGtiVe in ~ern, the;re is pro­
gressive disinclination of German authoritiesto make rolling-stocl< av&ilable 
to Intercross. On the btcsis of the Genev& Convention and of ~reCiproCity, the 
u.r. Government can· apply- _pres-sure to ~ectire cCmtinuc..nce-·of' Red CraGS Parcel -
service to POV.s an<i civilian internees. It le~cks, however; any such levei·a.ge 
to obtain sirnile.r facilitiE<s for the .toler£.ted'Rec1 Cross program for detainees. 
Therefore, f&.ilure to provi<ie the re,1uested trucks threatens to stop completely 
tc;is progr&.m, the one i\RB program which promises to benefit the l!irgest group 
of Eihemy victims. · 

4. Use of truci<s in~Hoithern Italy is justified by th~disintegration of 
non11J.l traffic inthvt area, whei'!" militc.ry operi.ctions a1·e liud.ted in scope. 



,, 

j" 
Traff-ic contiitioi:ls_ have ~lso di?int_egra~6d in Ge~wany, _::w~~~fe _ mili_tary_ Op-ei:?-t.ioris 
arE:: cin. an eX:~eeci~ngly =~u-rg?.;---S'_:!~lE:_-~ 

l - . 

5. L~rge st-o-ckpiles of P_QT~---~·oocl i'v&.ilable in swi-tZerland,--so-_~·th<:.t 
occasion&l:rail tie-ups don 1t SerioUsly eildang~r their-ai~t~ibutidn~ Since 
~<.I'.B- lacks --:L~rg~ ~tockpile, loss of a. single· shipilient by rail- threatens our 
entir-e ~·rOgram· • 

. '6. An ·add~d cons~cierc.:t~lon -~-s the weli-i<n<?wn Germa.n .policy Of mass-. 
~e:rniirm.tiOtl of lmassim~lated=,--_~eJ::P~E;~<;da~ly_ cof JeVd.s}?.·; d.~taine~s wht?il:\lllc!lecked __ 

- ~ py- .~~;J-6 -presence- oi' forEign_· obse:r~V~:.2~S. ·: ·TJi~ tiSe · o:f SwiSS _·-truclq,_~·-_mfl.~ed _by ;ti4er-~ 
cross pE-rso-nnel ~s-_:t~1er8fo_rc ari-- :lnlfJ(a.;tant- ~aelins--OE Gnsll?='ing·-that _th6se detainees 
are kept~- aliv6. - "" ~ ~- · · 

7. Sho'ui"1'chb.os in Qerm&.ny i~rEaSe:, suci1 trucks mannt·d _ by Intercrqss 
_;-,crsonnel can beCome the· mee:.ns of phyEict-~l:ly rescuing m&.ny detainees. 

-· 



WAR DEPARTMENT. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY 

WASHINGTO~ 25, ?·-~· 

Brigadier (}eneral·VIilliamO'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board. 
Treasury Departm('nt .(Iio'Oni 2426) 
Washington, D •. C;" · .• 

Dear Geaeral: 

5 February 1945 

I understand'that it has been proposed· that four·or 
five 5 to 7 ton trucks be procured in Switzerland for loan to 
the International Red Cro~s for the delivery. of VlarRefU:gee 
Boo.rd food parcels to·pers·ons ill· German concentration camps. 
The War Departtfient is opposed tothis action. · · 

Although the ammmt of. trucks is small, it is not 
believed wise that this entering wedge shouldbe·made f'or the 
assumption. of the burden of~transporting internally supplies 
sent in for .relief purposes. ·-. · ·· · 

This action ·might· serve as· a precedent,. having a . 
serious effect on the shipment of.relief.supplies in general, 
and more particularly on the suppiies·sent ·to the prisoners of· 

war. 

:Very truly yours, 

ROBERT P. PATTERSON 
Under Secretary of V/ar 



F'EB3 l!ffi 

Dear .Mr. MoOloy& 

There is. fol'Wiirdlld to you h"relvith a_ copy of . tJo. 2 'f ;J 
'a cable which has JUSt tre·en received from tho nar Refugee \;,«M ~. 
Board representative :In Be_!:Il, Switzerl~d, contairiing in- (U~.._ --p__t,l /, 
·forma~ ·which he has requested be drmm to the att8!1tion l :vv J.,/'Jy.J' 
of the appropriate military authorities. 

In connectiOn with. the last paragraph of the en-
· closed cable, it will be appreciated if you will advise the 
Board of the vi811'8 of the War Department concerning . the_ 
proposed reply to Berri's No. 455. of. January 22, 1945; a 
-cppy of which 'lfas ·sent to Colonel_ Gesrhardt for· War Depart­
m!lllt clearance on January 25; 194;i. 

Honorable John J. Ma0loy1 

·very.trulyyaurs, 

t:' 
\.=~ / 

.William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Assistant Secretary of 'rar. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd -2/3/45 



Febrnary 1, 1945 

lir. 1-lef"f in the office of Under Secretary of /far 
i~c.t-t..erson telcpho!led tod2/ to aj_vise t:!~ that ti:1e ~i-Iar Depart­
m~nt does rict approve_ of ti1e proposed cable to i,_cClelland in 
rer·lY to ;jo, 455 from Bern of .:ia!luary 22, 1945. The ·aar De­
partrr.ent obJ::cts to tlle !Jroposed a)proval of ~-:cClelland' s 

.o--prOIJosition because it viev;s _such· ,_ction as a possible entering· 
wed·::;e and precedent v(nictl would _hav~~- ~n -_cG.verse effec~ on the 
...... ~-:cle q"J(!Stion J: th~ trcxisporta-tiOn of -prisoner 8'f war --pack-
a ·es. 'J\tis Jovarmnent has- t.aJcen-- the firm _yiew that the Ger:i:!@is 
should provic~transportation for .the· distribution of thesP. 
packages and tr1at trucks wil~ net -fJP. supplied to the Garme.ns 
for their distributio!l. Because c:?: the possible ~.ffect dilL 
t:·:is )ro;Zrrun, the .~cr Departr11.~Et r'=-:f,'':..se.s to give clearance to 

o-:Jr proposed cabl.c. 
r 

After diRcussion v,ith l.r. Pehle, I telephoned Colonel 
Gearhc::.rdt ar~cl requested that he o1Jtain the views of the ,

1

&.r De­
pc-.rtment in writing. H~; advised me that tr'" matter i.s primarily 
o!'.t3 f&llin,_;; -,-ri_ thin the office ol' the l.Jncier Se~retary but he _ 
st2.tcd that he mould a.ttempt to obt:oin the letter Ylhich the Board' 

requested. 

1:!\ Hodel 

. I 



J.~Ierence ~·-our 455 Jauuary 22nc1.. 

ou ai:'e o.nthorizr>d. tc rent, buy ~r otl!.erv.rise acquire four or five 

J..'iv·~ t.o sr:v-Jn ton --~-ruu.t.::s in SL'itzerl<-(ad f~r loan to IntF~rcrbss for the 

:1eliv~!'J oi· ,ar -~'~~u~e0 .2oard. £'pod ~:,·-reels tc ~Jerscns in Gerrr.an concen-

"-~~ "-r,;:.e..tJcn .:Xll )C, ,'"'r•:.:vided tn~:.t _t!~e _trUcks ;·•.tll l:.;e cpers.ted b~r Intercross 

cY.:rEcnnel., 'Jin·::e th8 su0pi~iin:_: of- rU:el ::-rfd tires i'rou cut~side s~~-itzer-

~2I1';_ -·.-·:..'L;.ld ~-·3 ""'F:·r.: -:J.ifi'i.cult, y-ou c:c-re ttr::;ec~ tG r._ake ever}' effort to 
~ -' 

~- l:vanta;::e o~ llol)I'O""'JeC. dis-~ribution ccnt.rol ; .s pointed out in your 45? 

snd ~:e tfi8 c:icied ~Jro-L..cction to ca.1.1p ituiL.:t :;s ai':forded by the pre sene~ 

on the S:,?Ot cf l.n(.E~rcrozs _ _l.J:.:rsonnel, in line .,_·,ith Depr.rtrr.ent 's 127 o.f 


