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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF .
Washington 25, D. C. <:-~_~

14 April 19/ —
: — T

The Honorable
The Secretsry of the Tressury,
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. chretéry:r T

Furthér reference isrmédé‘fo your memorandum dated

.3 February 1944 to the. Secretery of War' relating to the disbursement

‘of funds’ to refugees presently on’ the Island of Rab in the Adriatic.

A reply to the @nqu_ry transmltted to the Allied Commander in
Chief, MeditE?rznean Thiater, has now been received stating: (1)
that the proposal was being-communicated to the hesdquarters of the
Yugoslsv Partisans and thef he would inform us of the results of the
negotiations; (2) that the-local representetive of the War Refugee
Bbard hsd been advised of this action; (3) that the previously
expressed views of the theater opposing, for militsry reasons, the
rendering of aid to these refugees had been partly revised due to
& present sbility to care for displaced persons in Itely because
arrsngements had been made to evacuate dissident Chetnik elements
and 25,500 Partisan refugees from Italy to the Mideest; and (4) that
the success of the proposal may be affected by (a) the disirclination

of the Partisans to lend their sid if the refugees are in part Chetniks,

~ {b) a rumored Germasn assault on Rab, and (e} the hazerds of evacuation
due to the distance from Allled occupied Italy.

The Germans heve reoccupled Rab since dispstch of the foregoling

reply. However, it need not be implied from that fact that the project

you mention must be sbandoned end upon receipt of more detailed
information concerning the outcome of negotiations with the Partisans
you will be advised of the feasibility of the proposed action.

Sincerely yours,
For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:
/8/ G. C. Marshall'

Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.

. - DECLASSIFIED
E.0., ligs 352, Sec.

J48 mamo, 4-74

By SLR, NLR, Date Jw 39874

”") and 5(D) or B
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

a

The Honorable
Tne Secretary ol tuc Trzasury,
Yiasiuiington, D. C.

Dear kr. Secretary

ary 1944 relatin; to the uiswu t of
vresently on the Islenda i e Aarid
been reierrsd to the Joint Chiefs of Staiy
tion.

A caole uss pesa ulspatbceicad to T

mander in Caicy ccibterrancan Fusatver, bto
views in r : As soon es a reply
you will L waetucr conditicns in
make the proposst actica feasiuvle,

reh 1944,

of 1 Febru-

to refugses
stic wiich uas
for considera-

16 Alliec G«
ootair

3 rscelved,
Tz T ter

Sincurcly yours,

For the Joint Ciilerl
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

EASTERN HEMISPHERE

January 11, 1944

F‘IZ‘C_., Treagury - Mr. Pehle!
There is attached & copy of the
Department's airgram A-12, dated January
3, 1944, to London, with reference %o
asslstance to refugees on the Island.of ) - .

Rab, refeitéd’té:infyoﬂ%on's 7682 of
. - ;,v..( S —

November 4, 1843, x
’*ﬂ?{u,, SN

TP

iy,
e,
Ay F

EH:WIRiegelman: AMN




oo
No. A~12
Le

Time: - 6240 p.m. - January 3, 1944

AMEMBASSY, -

'LONDON.:.i*

With referense assistance to refugees on Island of
Bap your 7682 November 4 following is quoted from ]stter
recelved from-Joint Chiefs of Staff dated December 15,

1943 quote:

The Commanding General, North Africen Theater of
Operations, hes been consulted with regard to this matter
and, pursuant to his recommendation, 1%t has been determined-
thet the military situation does not permit the military
guthorities to render any direct asslistance to these ‘
refugees at this time. ' i

The Theater Commender has reported that supplles and
faeilities for displaced persons in Italy are already over-
strained, and that demands for these it ems should, if pos-
sible, be reduced., Aside from the fact that operational
needs do not permit the reﬂdltion of assistance to these
refugees, it 1s oconsidered that to take such action might
create a precedent which would lead to other demands and

' an influx
DECLASSIFIED

E.0. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) oz B
JC8 memo, 1-4-74

By SLR, LR, Date JUN 3 674




-2- No. A-12 to London, Jan. 3, 1944,

an influx of additional refugees for the care of whom the
military authorities would be unsble to provide facilities
and supplies. Although recommending that no direct assist-
ance or funds be provided, the Theater Commander states
"tbat he will continue, as in the past, to care for any
refugees whg;should be able to reach Italy as a result of

x

i their owﬁtéffﬁrﬁs.

Oyr'latebﬁ;information is that the refugees on the
»31gTand gf'Réb;.fogether with those at Otocac in Northwest
Croatia,'totaliapproximately 1,500, and that the majority
¢ ) of these E;fuéées are Jews unquote,
B Since receipt of letter in reference Department has
offic;al information Germans now hold Rab.
Please transmit such portions of the sbove communica£1on
as you may deem pporopriate to the Directorate 6f7tﬁe Inter- ¥
governmental Committee and if the present 1nforﬁationiof
the Committee suggests means of aiding these refugees v

Department should be informed,

840,48 Refugees/4735 -

VD:RU:FDGR:AWG:MCC:KGiamn  Eu CI/L AL A-L/B
12/27/43 Mr. Pell :




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
N Yo, 5 . %

N ’ 2 ' Yorg
LONDON \ Caprgs: CoNcrEss, NEw Yom
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 ClrcLe  6-1900

TELEPHONE:
GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson ) - In reply refer to: . March 6, 1945
BUENOS AIRES ¥o. 243
Corrientes 1979 -

JTERUSALEM

'l/'ﬂad Leumi P. 0. B, 471 Brig. Ge rilliam O!'Twyer, Executive Director

TMONTREAL  war Refugeé Board
1121-St. Catherine St. W - Treagury Bu
MEXICO CITY  -- wasnington, D:.
SD!‘IDI.‘;I 1744 z

v . -‘Attention: Dr. B. Aksin

Gear Sirs:

- . - /

I would Tike to draw your attentlon to & grow of Yugo-
slav refugees wno remained on the Island of Xab after
the Nazi occupation. Most of thnese people were old and
sick. However, as you most probably imow, 2 group of
the younger people escaped to the Yu oslav Partisans,

7e are most anxious about the welfare of the older group
ané would be extremely grateful to you for giving us some
enlightenment on this matter.

Sincersly Jyours,
y )

XURT
Rescue Departmept




/{DEPARTMENT

. DIVISION OF
GOMMUNIGATIONS
AND REGORDS

! S INGOMING
STATE f,’ TELEGRAM.

' ﬂii(fv”W

GLF-877 PLATH
Lisbon i
Betod  Ocbobor 24, 1944
_ - <3
S Rectd  10:02 pum., BSth B
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3247, 24th, 7 pem. e =) =
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Fop LESVITT FROL PILPEL JDC 97 WRE 232,

Further our 26 Porlman adviscs October 20 that 3

ponposcntatives of RAB group srpived Beri sbating tha

leck housing clothing and food thrcatens survival wintor

W

1lecst half this groub. rritish have agroed Il
500 pair shocs 300 plankcts 300 poundé medical:supplics
from their army stock totaling 2 tons. Qualicrs supply-
ing SO childrcd shocs. Cur cléthing shipmcnf'still
uncrrivad. pdditional clothing neocs would require 5 .
morc plancloads. ArMy agrccd providc bulk of clothing
acedoud bub thus far unable sup2ly -dditional planocs;
Perlman plans bransmit funds through Doctor Hinko
Gobblich Crontian Rcd Cross roprosohtativo ifa Yo

1400 Jows formcrly intorned RAB plus 2000 in anothor

apcn constitute solo surviving civilian Jows Yugoslavia.

Poerliman urges your action Washington and London first - :

{or rcsumption




-2-, #3247, 24th, 7 Pelis, from Lisbon,.

-for rcsumption cvocuation of group of 650 pooplc of

whom still 29 cvacuatcd and sccond hall remeining 2750

who othorwisc unlikcly survive this wintcr.

NORWEB




%/

Dear Sirs:
- <Receipt 1s acknowledged of your letter of

September 25 }944, concerning Jewish refugess from the

Island of Rab

-~ The problem of asaistance to the refugees

from the Island of Rab is presently being studied by

‘the Roard.  In the meanwhile, 1t is suggested that you

may wish to disouss the matter with the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Oommittes, 270 Madison Avenue, New
York, New York, which we understand ig developing a
program for aid to these refugeas.

Very truly yours,

(imngd) &, W Bkl
J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Direator

Association of Yugoslav Jaws
in the United SBtates, Ine. »
381 Fourth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

FH:ihd  10/4/44




381 FOURTH AVENUE ) .
NEW YORK CITY -
Telephone: MUrray Hill 4-5427 - . :

"ASSOCIATION OF YUGOSLAV JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES, Inc.”

l-)R. ISAAC ALCALAY
Chief Rabbi of Yugostavis
Honorary President

- September 25, 1944
OTTO HEINRICH
Honorary Chairman vr, Joun ¥W. Pehle, zx. Director.-
. T/aT Refugee Board '
. U. 3. Treasury Building
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ashington, D. C.
BOARD QFA;?“CTOR,S __ Deer kr. Pehle:

‘e received a letter through Palestine
from a group of Yugoslav refugees who have been
“evacuated from the Island of Rgb to Topusko Dby
the Yugo%lav Army of Liberation. v

. - )
- DR. PAUL NEUBERGER
- . President - -
AVRAM JUDITCH

_. Vice-President _
MANFRED STERNBERG .

ire-President MR
“‘;ﬂﬁ‘,‘jg“vc’“‘:, oL 1ie are herewith enclosing a copry of
CLARA ERES ...~ "tnis letter and appeal to you to do sverything

Treasurer .~ possible to assist these people and to make

. A possible their evacuation to Italy.
MEMBERS i . 5
ALFRED BONDY . Assistance is very urgent fqr tnese_
PAULA CUBRILOVICH few remnants of Yugoslav Jewry and this help is
' DR. EMIL FLESCH possible.

ELIA GABAY . -
RASHELA JELINEE Your intervention on behalf of these
%63(:5?1:1;(1;52:? unfortunate people to save them in the same way
DR, LAV SUSSMAN as a certain number of children have been saved

MARY VUCHETICH from there, would be greatly appreoci ated not only i
DR, LUJO WEISSMANN by Yugoslav Jewry, but also by the FPartisan Autho- v
WILLIAM ZUCKER . rities to relieve them of this burden,

1t would be important to send them
clothing, money, and food.

we should be much obliged if you would
inform us sbout your opinion in this matter.

Respectfully yours,

A P -
Romen Smuoer”

Dr. Paul Neuberger
Prosident Secretary

PN:CR

ENCL. 1




Lettsr from Topusko in which help
ie requested for about one thousand
- Yugosilav Jdews isoleted in the woods
of Croatla June 29, 1944
Doar friend, ) —
You probably lknew tkat there are R.T00 Jewis f£rom Yugoolavia
whe zaved themsalves frem Usteghl btervor and found refuge in-e comp
on the Isiand of Bab belid by ths Itallens. Arser the Tiallane capitu-
lated, absut 600 of our people suscosded In getting to the British in

Barl, while the remaining 2.100 wors transporved to Lilm 2nd the Kordan

ww Gorrlteries liberaited by Marshal Titeo, The entire youth, mels and

“Pprilsans in bheir f£ilght mgainet the enemy end are

3 one thousend pocrsong, mostly aged men and WOme,
and onildren ualit Cor fighiing, are seitled uvnder the most 4ifficuld

condi s hetween Silunj end “line, In the Yerribory liberaisc by Pl
and uneninsualy wish to bo transferved 0 & mors ge(;ure place . ~= We are
living either with the peasanta of fen in communltles burned down and
lented by G onemy, in the moss prinitive way. We sleep on divs
witnout sitrew end ave fod mestly on corn and beans. The mos?'t

yreblem, lcwever, ls thet we are aurrounded by tkho enemy. !:‘“raquem 5
atiacked Ly hils bends we bave e escaps am order not o D8 capiured al
killed. Unfortunabely 300 of our group havoe already lost thelr Llives.
Partly because they were upable ©o move guickly emough, parily beocaune
thoy were not femiliar wlih the gurroundings and foll into d@oewy hands.
T guch instencss we wape forced te flés for our 1ives and %o hide im
foreete until the enemy withdpaw fyem hls robbing axpoedition, For the

aged, ths sick and the young ones, such excuralons wers catastwophic,

becanze shey meant physical suffaring, herdshlp and hungor, .Uuring the




Wollnew ) -2 -

iagt Ustaghi roﬁbing ezpaclit'iem, many of us l:ad te flee 850 ?:sileﬁe‘aers
on feot and for 16 long days hed o live and aléep in vain and stocus
iv the woods, Many among us bave baken their own llves beeaunas they
coulsd no lenger endurs the sufferings. All our pesgessions were 1ast
during such fiights. We lack the most elementary needs, particﬁlafly
suite, undorwear and shoss, Sapecially the last which are woim ouy.,
“Udterally mny of us are varefeot. Our money la gone and hux:'iger ia
spreadiag. There iz no help from anywiere, The Liberation Amy is

ghting vnder most GILFicUlt conditlons and kas onocugh trowble withows

el

i Yeg geou ﬁrgenﬁlj

=

zuthorities with the plea ket suits, underwear, boots and food as well
2 T

22 noeey be ;:;nd ;J.S byva.irplanra and that they also try %0 evacvate us
to Barl, because ona thpuéand of us are threatensd with sxtemlmmitlion,
Very close to v we se6 Allied plenes bringing food, clothing
and medlesl supplies fow thé Partisans. Sudh plangg could g;’adually .
avaconte our g:oun on their way beck. Our authoeiisies would ﬁke k]
hélp we, but they do not possess the meana. There is wno other way Wo

vem this place. Pleape help us uvrgently. Ome thousend souls

With kindest regavds
Youra

: /
Hugo Wollner
Topuskeo, e/¢ Joka Gregorie via Bael
- v




In reply please
refer to: 537

Dear Mr, Travers:

LY R
#3 . 4p1p §s %o acknowledge and thank you for
copies of en ‘exchange of correspondence botween your
office and Dr, A, Leon Kubowitzki of ths World Jewish
Congress, concerning Yugoslav Jewish refugees, which
{ou)forward.d to me with your letter of April 16, 1944,
. {¥D),

Very truly yours,

{gigmeA) J. W. Pehle

J, ¥, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

Mr, Howard X, Travers,
Chief, Visa Division,
Department of 3tate,
Wagshington 25, D, €,

Y
W wlmliutehiaon: agr Blm




ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMURICATIONS T
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, . C.

In reply refer

to
vD -

7

--My ‘dear Mr. Pehle:

CE8T

W R B .

#iling Authariiy

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WAﬂﬂNGTOers, D.

April 15, 1944

I enclose for.your information a copy of a letter -

AR
dated ApriT=7, 1944 Trom Dr. A, Leon Kubowitzki, Heed,

Department European Jewlsh Affairs, World Jewish Congress,

| 330 Vest Forty-sedbnd Street, New York 18, New York, con-

cerning.Yugoslav Jewish refugees. I also enclose a copy

of my letter to Dr. Kubowitzki,

Please note thgt he

desires to héve any further information which méy be avall-

able on this subject.

Sincerely your

Enclosures:

1.
April 7, 1944,

2, To Dr,

Mr, John VW, Pehle,

FQRVICTORY

Executive Director,
: War Refugee Board,
Executive Office of

From Dr, Kubowitzki,

Kubowitzkl,

the President,




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
330 West 42nd Street
New York 18, N,Y.

Telephone: Longacre 5-2600

April 7, 1944

Mp. Howard K. Travéx
Visa Division -
Department of State.
Washington 85, D. C.

~ Dear Mr, Travépsii_'
I thought you migh% be interested in the following
information which was contained in a letter we recelved

from Dr. Lav Stern, one of the leaders of Yugoslav
Jewish refugees in Palestine.

“Rescde from Nazl Occupied Yugoslaev Territories

Recently another 600 jndividuals arrived under- great
danger in Southern Italy from the Dalmatian and Adrlatic . .
Tslands (Rab-Arbe, Brac, Hvar, Korcula and Vis), It now ¥
appears that while there seem to be no Jews left on any
of the other islands there are still some refugees on Rab. ;

Some 2,000 Jews from Rab are st411 missing and 1%t is to be
feared that the Partisans send by far the greatest majorlity
to the "Lika" where they live in greatest denger and under
the most serious privation, 107 of the refugees from the
1slands were sent directly to the Suez Canal where they :
awsit certificates for Palestine which will not be easy

to secure."

‘May I know whether you had some additional information
recently on the subject dealt with in this letter? I
would very much appreciate hearing from you.

Sincerely yours

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki, Head

ALKW:
ef Department European Jewlsh Affairs

(COPIED:VD:LBG)
(COMPARED:




Aepartment of Sy ie

—_—

BUREAU | VD

stvision |
ENCLOSURE
T0

Letler drafted

ADDRESSED TO

1. From Dr, Kubowitzki,
= Toag -

April 7, 194z

2. To Dr, Kubowitzki,

1z



In reply refer to
¥D .

1 reter1§0'ydﬁﬁiletter of April 7, 1944 gilving
infopsation %pi&h:§§ﬁ7ﬂuve recelved from Dr, Lav Stern
conaerninggiugéslﬂv Jéwish refugees. 7

o The Jepértégﬁﬁ;doee not have additional information

oﬁ'thlu sub ject; however, I am sending a copy of your

letter to

attention,

Dr, A, Leon Kubowitzki, Head,
Department luropean Jewish Affalrs,

. , L
;-”7';*:};/ dear, Dr, quo,;lt'g.ki:

¥r., John ¥, Fehle of the ¥Yar Rerugeeﬁpoard for

i

b

sinecerely yours, i

(o]

Howard K, Tréﬁera
Chlef, Visa Diwlsion

s}

World Jewish Uongress,
330 Yeat Forty-second Street,
New York 18, New York.



Ia reply please

refer to: 618 e Loy

Hy dear Gcn'e;"a,ll Danlop:

8 to acknowledge snd thank you
for copiu of an exchange of correspondence ba-
tween your office end Dr, A. Leon Kubowitzil of
o, ¥ho Werld Jevieh Congress, conoerning she resgus
" of refugees from HasiJoccupied Yugoslav territories,
which you forwarded sgo-e with your letter of April
12, 1944, (AG 383.7 (7 Apr 44) CH-L), /'

Very truly y«f/urn R

189 omad) 1. 9. Fom.

J, ¥, Pshle
Executive Director

Brig. Gen. Robert H, Dunlep,
The Acting Adjutent Goneral ,
The AdJutant Gensrel's Orfiee.
Yar Dspartment,

Waehington 25, D, O,

Ep? @nﬂutchisonz agr 4-17-44 W




7 B
WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Wr. John Pehle,
pirector of the zefugee. Board,
Treasury Department,
< - @ashiagton 5, D. G.

Thereere inclosed herewith for your informetion, copies

1 g -

cmmmmi,c;tionj'eéeived from ur. £. Leon Kubowitzzi, Depsrt-
of “furoneen Jewish iffeirs, world Jewish Congress, 330 ¥est
cE o T

Street, Hew Yé)rk 18, %. ¥., end of reply tnereto.

- m’

ROBERT H. DUNLOPY
Brigsdier General,
Acting The Adjutant General.

Copy 1tr.7 hvr.lh.
Cony Lltr.lz Apr.id.




WORLD JEWISH CONZRESS
330 West 42nd Street
New York 18, N. Y.

£pril 7, 1944

Col. Burnett -°
Civilian Afrairs
_War Department = :
Washington, D. Cu' 07~

». . oo

Dear Col. Burnett:

I thoug}xt you-might be interested in the following information
which was containéd in a letter we received from Dr. Lav Stern,
one of the leaders of Yugoslav Jewish refugees in Palestinse.

"Rescue from Nazi Occupied Yugoslav Territories

Recently another 600 individuals arrived under great danger
in Southern Italy from the Dalmatian and Adriatic Islands (Rab=Arbe,
Brac, Hvar, Korcula und Vis). It now appears that whilé there seem
to be no Jews left on any of the other islands there are still some
refugees on Rab., Some 2,000 Jews from Rap are still missing and it is
to be feared that the Partisans send by far the greatest majority
to tine "Lika" where they live in greatest danger and under the most
gerious privation. 107 of the refugees from the islands were sent !
directly to the Suez Canal where they awalt certificates: for Palestine
which will not be easy to secure.”

May 1 know whether you had some additiocnal information regently on the
gsubject dealt with in this letter? I would very much appreciate hear-
ing from you. .

Sincerely yours,

agd

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki, Head
Department Buropean Jewish Affairs
ALKW:ef g o2




g 8G 383.7(7 por L4) CH-L

12 Ap

121944

A, Leon Kubowliaki,

/o wish Congress, ) : ST T
' t AZno Street, :
-- — .. Hew Yorx 18, N. Y. i -

A . 2

;i’rnét‘; y
itional}
>eledged.

S Laor Jetier o 11 1944 to Colonel
Jre, Civii Affeairs’Divialon, coucerning tie
rEFugets Irof the Dulietlien end Adrietic I

=iyed frop Dr. Lev Stern conbiined in

= . interest 4o the Wer Hofugee Board and &
{ copy of your lebtei ! been vrensmivied 1o the Hosrdis: .o ¢
- tionel inforsetion conceralud ule:subjéev of ‘your

Tslend

letter, obther than confir ]
3 nt, vislt

of Reb by Germsn for
13y wim CLFLYl Arfairs ¥

tion of thie: redecupation  ¢f:ti
sz Leeld recelved ainee youv v

Very Groly yours,
 RoGart B, Dumlop
ROBEHE H. BONLOP. .

: E:‘S.g'adier Gﬁnérul,
heting The Adjubant Goneral,

- ¥ oy
Lony Uor Jdr. Jomn cr o Hefugze sosrd,
L. C.




AR L tomn

AP“,'I-‘Z' 13' E
In reply please e
refer tot 409 ’

‘Dear Dr, Kubowitzii:

Y'Vhave your lstter of April 7, 1944 qonééi‘r{-i .
cue of Jowish .refuzess from. Neximoccupled .
]"iﬁorx, and the fat_e of, the rafug;ges on the

: * . !The’Board is presently working on this problem
»e - Gahd we.shsll bs glad to sivihe you if we receive any
additional information concerning ‘this ‘matter,

o ) T Vary Ltj-ﬁly-yaugs;

J,W. Penia iy
‘Bxeoutive Director.

Dr. A, Leon Kubowitski,

Haad, Dapartnent Ruropean
Jeuwleh Affairs,

World Jawish Oongress,

1834 Broadway, .

Hew York 23, New York,

Nl
W @mm:chuonugr 4-14-44 ?ﬁ - -

~.
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R A - i N Q- - 717"77' L
WORLD JEWISH CONLAESS pns
CONGRES ‘JUIF MONDIAL Cougmgofmmq MUNDIAL - To: Fifeg ..

* Sonofa 174-4

R A : Ang i
330 WEST 42nd: STREET 7 Wo, 4ms Mﬁeq -
NEW YORK 18N. Y. -, S niat i
. L :CABLEQW“XP_’LE:
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 Lo S v TeiEenonk: LONGicRE 5:2600
SENEVE 5 April 7, 1944 T
37 Quai Wilson ) : AR R

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-90

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P, 0.B. 471

MONTREAL .
1121 St. Catherine St, W'

MEXICO CITY

John W. Pehle, Executive Dii‘ectb'r_'
Tar ‘Refugee Board e -

. \Dear, Mr.

s ) Execu :0ffice of .the President

Washington 25, D. C.

I thought you might be interested in: the ‘following
.information which was contained in a letter we received
from’ Dr.Lav Stern, one’ of ‘the leaders’ of Yugoslav' Jewlsh
refugees in Palestines - . A :

"Rescue from Nazi: Occupied Yugoslav Territorias
. Recently another 600 individiuals arrived under ‘great
danger in Southern Italy from the Dalmatian and Adriatic
Islands’ (Rab-Arbe, Brac, Hvar; Korcula. and Via). "It now
appears that while there seem to Dbe o Jews left on 'any B
of the other islands there are still some refugees on Rab,
Some 2,000 Jews from Rab are 8till missing and it is %o bé
feared that the Partisana send by far the greatest majority
to the "Lika" where they live in greatest danger 'and under
the most serious privation. 107 of the refugees from the
islands were sent direotly to' the Suez Canal where they
awalt certificates for Palestine which will not he easy
to secure,” : S el
May I know whether you had . some additional information
recantly on the subjeet dealt with in-this letter? I
would very much appreciate hearing from you, =~ .

Sincerely yours

A W‘/&V‘ﬁ

Dr< A. Leon Kubowitzki; Head
partment Burépean Jewish Affairs

ALEKWsef
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"and ~tuut 15" ] be made in favor of the- Ilnance ofﬁ_rfr.
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to the ;1nal_oue tion in the uepgrtm nt‘s ‘cable of a"ch 9,
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In reply please
refer ot 205

- This is to a.cknouledge and thank you
t‘or oples of an exchange ‘of corresponce: between
your ‘0ffice and Dr, A, Leon Kubowitzki of the
World [Jewish Congrens, concerning the evacuation .
“of Jevkah and Yugoslsav refugess on the Island of:
- » Bub, which you forwarded t6 me with your memorandum :
of" Harch 9, 1924 (AGOBLC 201, 2 Paleatine)

Vary truly yours

8%emed) 7. W, venta
St W, WG Pehle -
Acung Exécutive Director

Maj, Gen, J. A, Ulio,
The Adjutant General,
Har Department,
Washington, D, C,

W\ ﬁroy}grx sg;a /@.' 1#-;44 .




AGOB—C 261.2 Pales’cine

“WAR DEPARTMENT.
(1 Mar 44) ' “THE ADJUTANT GENERALSOFFICE -

WABHINGTON : 9 uarch 19447'

Subject: Asslsta.uce to Refugees on the Island of Rab. -
: - z "9(/:'

7 fnital Liill,
To: ¥r. John Pehle, . Date.... ’M‘\

Assistant to the Secretary,
Treasury Department,
Washington, D, C.

The attached correspondence is transmltted ag a matter of primary
interest to your agency. memmmumm

2 Incl.
Cy 1ltr Yo Dr. A. leon Kuborwitzld. 9 Mar 44
Cy ltr to Maj. Gen. J. H. W1ldring 1 Mar 44




'WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
330 West® 42nd Street -
"~ New ¥York 18, N.Y. "'~

“March 1, 194k«

Maj. Gen. J. H. Hilldring, Chief -
Civil-Affairs Division
War Department :
" Washington; ‘D.:C.:
Dear Géqerai HiTldr

Adeording to inf ori_ received from the Yugoglaf Embas_éy—'in 7

-'%. Washington, the i f Arbe (Rab) has been retalken by the .-

" Yugoslav guerillas.,. do not know whether ‘any Jews were.left: .
by: the Nazis: before.th ere driven off the island, ~Should in-"
vestigations prove that there were, I beg to suggest that measures
be Thken ‘at once to remove them to safer areas. . T

On October 2, 1943; Drs Nahun Goldmehnn, chairman of the Adminis-
trative Committes ‘of the WJC, informed Mr, Breckenridge Léng in &

telegram that 4000.dJewish and Yugoslay refugees who had been in -

“-. internment camps or free along the Dalmatian coast, had been re--"":

moved to the Adriatic island of Arbe (Rab) 5 which had been ‘captured

: by the Yugoslav partisans. He expressed the request that these : -
refugées be_ romoved, as soon as possible,: to safer areas: such as
southern Italy or Sicily. - - =

: ’ : .
On October 16th, Mr, Howard K., Travers, Chief of ‘the. Visa Division,
wrote to Dr, Goldmann that the information in his aforementioned
telegram had been sent to the Embassy in London, with the request
that it be referred to the Exeocutive Committee of the Inter-
governmental Committee as well as to other appropriate authorities
for such action as might be deemed advisable. L S

On January 3, 194k, Yr, Travers wrote again to Dr. Goldmann; in-
forming him with regret that the efforts of the State Department. in
connection with the above had been interrupted by the capture of -
Arbe by German forces. e

It would be tragic if, as a result of the uncertain course of the war
in that region, these people would fall once again under Nazi
domination. i - .

May I venture to suggest further that for immediate relief and as-.
sistance and, pending afFeangements for their removal, the case of

Rab be called to the attention of the Sub-Commitiee on-Displaced
Persons of whose creation you informed me in your letter of December ‘4,
1943, B oY :

Sincerely Vy'oru.ra‘ s

(Signed)-

. Dr, A, Leon Kubowitzki, Head - ,:
ALKW:ef - . _ Department Eurcpean Jewish Affairs
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AGOB-C 291.2 Poluatdne
(1 Mar 44)

9 taroh 1944+

L -y
trs A. Léon Kubaowltsid, ) e
Tlepartment of European Jowdsh Affalrs, .
4 | Jowish Congrems, . .7 "
30 ast 42nd Street,
Hew York 18,
Hew -Jorks

pear Dr. Kubowkakd::

. -his mcknowledgas rageipt of your letier of -

1 uarch 1944, cddresned to fajor General JeoHeo o 8
~1i1idring, concerning efforts $o evaguate to Ttaly the

Jewigh and Yugoalav refugoes who may be on'the Island .. .
_of kab off the Dalmatian Coast in the Adriatic. Sea. )

. A8 thds natter is now under conaideration by <
" tlie recently oreated iiar Refugee Boird with whiah the
war Departrmont is cooparating, & copy of your lottor
has boon transmitted to that Board instsod of to the
{gyb-Comdtios on [Asplaced Parsons aa ‘Fou requentods

It is the policy of the iar Departient to
tpko all measures within its power which do not inter-.
fere with military operations to afford war rofugees
al) possible relief and asglotanpe consistent with tho.
aucgesoiul prosecution of the war and to ald the ¥War
Refuges Doard in carrying oub relief programs in-:
augurated by that Board purnuant to. fxecutive’ Order: of
the President of 22 January 1944« - S TR

gingeroly yours,

Fo Ao UBID
: /
Jo As ULIOQ,
Major Coneral,
7he Adjutant Generale.
\/ Byﬂa By o
Copy for:Y Mr. John Pehle, e '
. Agsistant to the Seoretary,
: Treasury Department.




e 3[13[44
Copies to:

Mr. Pehle

Mr. Luxford

Mr. DuBoie

Mr. Lesser -~ . ©~

¥r, Friedman -

Miss Hodel :

= Mr. Abrahemson

“Mise  Laughlin -

7 "Mrs Pollak




Rt

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR - ~
T WASH!NGTON -

12 Mazch 1944 Wk,p, N
i 7,_F1!Ing Authority
- To: Fileg. -~
Ang. i

u'ild{rig, - : Qutn

’I‘hls w111 : |3aze your letyer of March 9,
1944, concern; ‘the present status-of the memo-
randwn 0%- the Sesrakary of the Treasury: prooo-nng %
-that certain i‘un 5 be .iiade Availzble to the refugses .
on tne I -of R’\b

As are 1o dou’bt ‘ayare; this involves:an oDera~ ~
- tion” m aiiAsmbined .theater and 1s nrﬂsen;lv before .

the. Combined Chiefs.of] Staft” ‘for tdeiv éoﬁi;ide;ation.
The mabter is-under a(,tive con:ideratlon and is bhlng
pressed with all the urgency \mmn the situabion

nernits.

Sldc'erel:} .

Joé% I ¥cCloy’.

“No:Ans, Rey. .. ...u.m..,..«.

(7111 | R B




ount the funds should be d»poslted

4
ce or Flnance Officer.*'The Amerlcan

avalldble to persons‘in’ Itqullf itis posslble to ascertain

this.r ' ) : i

- STETTINIUS

DRCLASSTED
Statu DLpL Leltex 1 1
B.Y RH Iy SEP l

ks D'\Le

1972




1

L o for {0 Secrotary Stimson's lebter of Pebruary 8;
1944, -to: the- secratary of ‘the: Treasury: concerning .the latter's

" memorandum ‘of . February 1, 1944, with respect to malking funds
available®to.refugees of the island of Rab, ‘Secrotary Stimson
stated that the memorandum had beén referred:to.the: Joint and:

Combined Chiefs of gtaff for: their congiderations

SR SO would -be grjéatif, aﬁpfééiaﬁed';k rry()uf ﬁquid dciﬁéé,
“jie’ a8 soon as posgible. concerning. ‘the views of- the Joint and”
Combined Chiefs of Staff on’this matter. ;

Very ‘truly'yoixrs,

to1mmeal d. W

% % Pehle ..
ASting mExecutive Director

' Honarable John J. MeCloy, -

Assistant Seoxfetéry of War,

CFHm 3/7/b
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Flease tyansmit the attached cable from the Var

R
e 1'29:['\1{5;4?‘9J Hoard to London.

o : (pigned) 3.W. Benie

Attachnent.

—
FHodel.shd 3/3/&@&1




CABLE TO LONDCHN

Reference your 1492, February 23, 1944, rconé,érnix'lg ‘rofugess

on Island of Rab,

Amerdcan Jewish Joint Distribution Committes is willing to
provide an initial remittance of 825,0&)0 to the appropriate
account of British Government. Please advise whetlier these
" funds shcmldr e paid to the aceount of the finanue officer of
the Britiah Fort;ign Oi‘fiee.

' Aho mvxmwxmher lire will bo transmitted to partisans
irxvaggaslgviq, or whether lire will bo made available to paraons

in Ttaly %o cover cost of evacustions.




MLR~979 PLLIN

S
London
Dated Februafy 23,
Rec'd 5312 p.m,.
Sechﬂafy‘afistate,

Washington,

LT

1492, Twenty-third.

In'replying by letter dated February;g} ﬁo Empassyts
éommunications ccnecerning Jéfugees on ISLEQSLEE;B;E .
(Department!s 370, January l&)yDEEEEEEE;Sffiéé states
that Poreign 0ffice has now informed him-that 11;;
is the currcney required and that the Dépateraymasfén
in Southern Italy can supply it. Direcfor adds that if
iler hefugee Board has not found means of transferring

funds, the British Government can arrange for transfer if

the dollar equivalent is placed at i1ts disposal.
WINANT

\',) o 0‘—'0

o gD
3\. ‘:\';J 5"3" %ﬁ Cﬁwz 5




FLAIH
Londen
Dated Fobruary 23, 1944

floe'd B112-pume

Segretary of ‘state,

" 4ushington.

1488, Twenty-third,

" In replylng by letter dated Fobruary Bl to'Emban;y'é
communications conceraning refugeas -on Islah@ of',rlmb
(Dsparimentts 370, January 14) Director of IGC'éfates
that Foreign Office has now informed him hat live
is the ourrency raquired and thet the Daputy Paymﬁster
in Southern Italy can supply it. Direoctor adds -bhat 4if
War Nefugee Board hau nod found menons of tmnafa;;fﬂmg
fénds, ths lritish Covernment cean arrange for tx;nnarar i

the dollar equivalent is placed at its disposal.

WINART
EJH
oot Miss Chauncey (for fhe gee'y) Mesars, Paul, Gaston,

H, D, White, Pehlo} Luxford, DuBois, E. N, Bernatein,
Stewart, Lesser, Friodman, Pollak, Bundy, Miss Hodel
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o e THATH
WAR DEPARTMENT ¥aii'g Fils
WAR DEPARTMENT L
,:,‘!"Aé"?":‘:G,T":’N,ZS-g.'c. IR U R
FEB 8 1944, "ﬂw\'judL .
S g TES

. que, szi"ci’rablé,} -

“The Se,ci'été.ry ol the "T{egsm,ii B

't‘;}'xé Inte;govefhmentaiu Comn:l.ttee on ;Itrei‘;jg'ee:s,r Vwas cbﬁsideiéd:bf ,the
" Joint Chi fs of Sta.ff. In E};er interim, ,hawewiéf,i the: ‘areas. Borde!"-
ing on- ths Medlterranean were placed undez' the ller Commander-ln-
Chiei‘, Medlterranean, a Br:.tish (}ommp.nder responsrnle to the Bntlsh
,—Chiefs of Stai‘f as. the execu ve a.gency f.‘or the Combined Chl:l.efs of
starf. ‘
This proposal, 'hherefore, now appears to be a mtter for .-
cons:.dera.t:.on by both 'bhe Jo:.nt and Combined Chiefs of Staf'f, and
aocordingly the War Deparment ;.s ;ei‘errmg your mmorandum to them.

_§incerely yours;. ' )

Secretary of Viar,




WAR DEPARTHENT
Washington

February 8 1944

The Honorable,
The :Secietary of the Treasury.

Dear ﬂr.fsééietary:

‘q ,1R§férence is made to your memorendum of February 1,
1944, tel:ting to the disbursement of funds %o refugees pres-
ently on the 1slend of Reb in the Adriatic.

. -~ The previous proposal to rescus this group, initiated
by the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, was considered
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In the interim, however, the
apeas bordering on the Hediterrenesn vere placed under the
h1lied Commender~in-Chief, Hediterranean, 8 British Comnander
. responsible to the British Chiefs of Steff as* the executive
agency for the Combined Chiefs of Staff. .

This proposal, therefore, now appeers 0 be a matier
for consideration by bokh the Joint and Combined Chiefs of
Staff, end accordingly the Vier Department is peferring your
memorandum to them.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Henry L. Stimson

Sgcretaryfbf Wer




Orps .
AL ¥ ™
1 Fize Zop,
Zopy-

T0: - - Mr. Stettinius’
FRO¥: J. W. Penle
- dith referénéééféithe menmorandum which Secretary
Morgenﬁégg seﬂf'gp'Aﬁéistant Secretary of War MeCloy”
on the Island of Rab matter, there is transmitted here-
with a propoééd cable ﬁo Winant’ bringing hin up to date
on thé matter. ‘

It w;li be apnreciated if this office is furnished

with a copy of the cable as sent.

/J//..)/. R AL

]
L

JWP:mgt 2/7/4u4
Z)Z‘/@r"




Ty

CABLE TO AMBASSADOR WINART, LONDON
7

Refer our 370 January 14, 1944 with reference assisiance

OfFioiat Wila Rova

to;refugeeé'onfjéignd of Rab, War Refugee Board through

' apprdfriatéiﬁiii%;§j authorities is attempting to darrenge
witg,persegéuin fﬁgoélavia for furnishing by latter of
local curgéﬁéy‘or:gharanty 8o that refugees in lsland of )
Rab may be”abizrfb affect escape to Italy, Y;u will be
ﬁdvisea,of any further developments, Please inform
birectérate of Intergovernmental Committee of this -

matter if you deem it appropriaté.

ﬁ;@ﬁk - 2/1/44




Februery 2, 1944

YVEVORANLUY FOR THE FIIES:

T sent to Stettinius, on the afternoon of
Februery 1, & copy of the memorandum prepared by

Friedman to Stimson on the Islanc of Rab matter

parepreph as follows:

| TR . . .
=2 - "™fhig nas been cleared with ifr. Stetlinius
who is in agreement.”

s}

Cn gebrlary 2, Raynor, in Stettinius's office,
called back zrd said thet Stettinius had cleared
the mémorandum and was a:reeable to adding the final
suggested paragraph. He mentioned that several people
in the State Department felt that it would be helpful
to met the British in on this matter in its -early
stapes since the Thezter Commander in that area is

now & vritisher.




7 bericial File opy
HEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF WAR STIMSON

Re: Moking Funds Aveilable to Refugees on Island of Rab.

. I wish to preface my discussion by seying that in December
the Joint Chiefs of Steff were approsched st the instance of
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees with a comprehen=~
sive project to resoue refugees from the Island of Rab, This
plan would have necegsitated direct assistence upon the part:

- of the.military authorities involving questions of transport,

. “gte. On this basis the Coumsnding General in the North African

" Theater of Operstiong decided that the military situation dld

_ not permit the .operation contemplated.. However, since. the
proposs]l which I, am about to make is entirely different snd much
simpler than that rejected by the Commsnding General, and in
view of our Government's Eolicy with respect to refugees
announced at the time of the establishment of the War Hefugee

Board, I recomdend the follewlng for your urgent'oonsidepa¥ion.

Informetion we have received indicates thet there ape
presentlg some 1600 refugees, mostly Jewlsh, on the Island of
Rab in the idriatic off the Delmetisn coast. LThey apparently . .
were taken there some time ago by Yugoslav Partisans after = - -
belng freed from internment, The Island has changed hands
several times, but it is understood to be egain in the posses-
slon of the Partisans, , ' :

It is belleved that men§ of such wefugees might be able
to hire boats to bring them to Itely if they had the neces=
sary funds. Simllar esoapes apparently have beon arranged by
Yugoslav refugees now in Ital{. Funds are available to the
Wer Refugee Board, and probably also from privete organisations
for this purpose and, if possible, should g
refugees a8 soon as possigle. i

e sent to these




"2“

As a method of accomplishing the foragoing, 1 suggest
the following possibility. If means of communication exist
between our armed forces and the Yugoslay Partisan leaders,
it is suggested thet you or the Theater Commender trensmit
a messege to the latter requesting =

(a) that the Partisens furnish looal currency to
refugees on the Island of Rab 80 thet the latter may
by their own efforts arrangs escape to Italy, it being
understood thet such expenditures will be reimbursed in
U. S. dollars or in such other money as. the Partisens
request; :

(b) . Thet the Pariisans, in the event they cannot

furnish nécessary local ourrency, aid the refugees in
. arranging :éscape by guaranteeing to the boat owners and
other persons assisting in the escape that payment will

be made to them by the American military authorities
~ upon agrivel-¢f the refugees in Italy;

- (é)—rThitrthe Partisans keep the appropriate American
militepy, authorities sdvised of their operations in this

field.

It will, of course, be necessary for the Theater Commander
. to make arrangements for peyments in Italy in certain cases to
persons bringing refugeas thepe from the Island of Reb, and
possibly for certain other financial transections. It is also
essential that the Theater Commander continue his %olicy of
caring for any refugees who may be able to reach Italy as the
result of their own efforts. Such other agsistance as he.may
be able to ;ive will, naturally, be extremely valuable. It
mey be made perfectly clear'tha% the War Refugee Board assumes
full finencial responsibility for the expenses of evecuating the
refugees from Rab and will reimburse 21l outlays.




If you think that the procedure indiceted is feasible,
I em sure that you will agree that it should be executed as
promptly &s possible in view of the uncertainti of the
contgnued possession of the Island of Rab by the Partisens,

This has been cleared = ith M . 9 i
agrooiS,t Mr. Stettinius who 1s in

- /s/ 1. Morgenthau,. Jz.

v Secret Service Agent)

Ca=2ebd




J. Plgas, bring to attention of IGC

that information be furnished De-
s to means of getting money to these

refugees. 1% is5. thourht necessary funds can be se-

cured from private sources in this country and if

there are means of getting it to refugees Department

111 encenvor Lo secure concurrence of military

suthorities in giving refugees money to escape to

csafer area or secure necessities while on Rab.




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BHA KN R KN XA ERINS
EASTERN HEMISPHERE

January 12, 1944

FFC ~ Treasury - Mr. Pehle:
Re: Refugees
The following papers are attached heretotl

Copy Londonfs 7682, November 4, 1943
Copy Dept's. A-1391, October 12, 1943
*7_ The above mességésipertain to the
refugee problem, which-we have discussed
__recently by telgphone.. -

EH:WIRiegelman:AMN







TRots

S BIR e ETTT ;;PLAIN'
i : ,London

’—_,DatediNovember 4 1943

' V'Rec'd 11:38" » o,

_ Secretary of State,’

'Upon receipt of‘Bepartm 8 eirgram A-1591,7

October 12th regarding refug on the Adriatic 1sland

:of Rab, the Embassy commun its contents to the

.Director of the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees

"for the executive comm ee and has reoeived from h1m
;,under date of November 2nd the following communicatlon
1n which he suggeste certain action by the Department'
"Would you kindly rerer to your letter of the 22nd
October 1943 in which you tranemltted 8. telegram which‘

Goldman

zthe Department of Btate had recelved from Dr.
of the World Jewish Congreae regarding the eituation of

certain Jewieh refugeee on the 1sland of Rab off the

: Dalmatisen: coaet. We at once got 1nto toueh wlth the :
World Jewish Congrese here, and’ aecertained that the
1nformation on whioh Dr Goldman's telegram wae baeed

related %o the peeitlon eeveral months' ago.’ The promised

to eupply us with rurther 1nformat10n. L

" Meantime, I




-2- #7682, Fourth from London.

Mesntime, I have recelved this morning from
Professor Brodetsky of the Jewish Board of Deputies
a cépy of a_letter sent to himby an Army Chaplain
nowrin Itély'who;has been in touch with Yugoslavlian
réfugeea lﬁltﬁé;Béri cemp. The letter of the Geplein

" 1g dated-8th October 1943, At that time, according

tochls information; nearly 3,000 Yugoslavian Jews were
on the xslana,rtﬂeirrpositlon being precarlous since
the 1alan& hég'éhahged hands several times,_but he
‘suggested that their safety could be ensured by thelir
'evacuaﬁion and concentration in the existing refugee
camp at Béri. He further suggested that falling direct
nelll the refugees might be able to hire Italian boabs
to bring them to safety if they had the necessary funds.
Although the situation may have materially changed
since the Army Chaplain wrote his letter, there does
seem some chance that the military authorities in Itely .
might be able to afford some asslstance. Malin and I
have considered very carefully what actlon is possible
and we suggest that a cable should be sent to the State
Depertment on the following lines: (One) if thereare
refugees still on the island, the appropriate military
authorities in North Africa or Italy be invited to
consider whether there are any practlcal means of helping

them. (Two)

i.




-3- #7682, Fourth from London.

them. (Two) We recognize that direct supply of transport
would involve military considerstions sbout which we
are not in a‘position to express any opinion. (Three)

,Failing direct assistance, however, it might be prac-

éi%lticable to convey money to the refugees, leaving it to

them to make the best arrangements they could for

thelir escapg,. (Foﬁrk} Those ‘who 4id reach the msin-

land could be kept in- the Bgri or some other camp

pending security and other arrangements. (Five) The

coet of transport or the money to be advanced is likely

to be comparatlﬁely amall. If the Intergovernmental

Committee had to pfovide it, thie would involve previous

consultation with the Governments of the United Kingdom v >
and the United States of America. This, however, might

. not be necessary as the joint distribution committee

or other Jewish organizations might, and probebly would

be willing to éupply the necessary funds. In any case,
Malin and I consider that the question of ultimate
finence should not delay any immediate action that may

be posesible.

On the same ground of urgency, we are putting for-
ward our suggestions in anticipation of the approval of

the executlve committee.

‘We suggest




-4~ #7682, Fourth from Londen.

We suggest that the Department of State be asked.
to mske thg necessary approach to the appropriaté -
military authorities.

I msy add that I have mentioned to Randasll that
we proposed to make suggestions contalned in this
letter, and that he saw no objection.

I shall be seeing Lord Winterton this afternoon,

_ and shall report the matter to him also,




ATRGRAM

Clear
No. & 1391

e i

X
Time__6:00 p.m, October 12, 19435

AMEMBASSY,
LONDON.

Départment has received following telegram from

Dr.- Goldrian, World Jewish Congress:

% QUOTE- Am being informed from London that 4000 Jewish
v . refugees and Yugoslavs recently in internments
- . camps. Yugoslavia have been freed by Yugoslav
. partisians and removed to Adriatic islend of
. Rab. Understand food and medical supplies
‘urgently needed as island suffers serlous shortage.
In view of possibility 1gland being recaptured by
Germans most desirsble remove refugees soon as
possible to safer area. Southern Italy Siclly
or North Africa. May I respectfully request
to bring this matter to the attention: of
guthorities North Africa and Sicily asking
them to take necessary steps. UNQUOTE

Please refer to Executive Committee of the

Intergovernmental Committee and if you deem 1%t advisable
transmit 1t to Murphy for Eisenhower.

HULL

840.48 Refugees/

VD:RWG:CMA:RS  10/9/43 Eu CI/L
Mr., Pell




W i i
0. A 1391 Glesy
Tire_ 6:7: n.m,  uetober 17, Y943

 sepnrfeent has recelved folleowing telegram from br,
LineEn, ‘orld Je-ish Congress:

e

. o 4Am being inforséd from London that HOOD
Jevish refupeeg-and’ glavs recently in
{nternments esmosyYupozlgvie have been fresd by
vugoslav nartisians and. removed to Adriatic
ialend of 4ab, lUnderstsand food and medicrl sun-

- . »lieg urgently needed ns irland suffere merious

shortage, In view of noseibility island being
recsntured by Uermans moet desirable resove
refugeen seon se nossible to safer area,  Southern
It-1y ~ieily or North afriea. Hay I resvectfully
reruert to bring this matter to the attention of

S agnorities dorth Afrviea snd Sicily seking them te
5 e neces~ary sieng, UK. DUTH,

tlerse refer to hxecutive “on. ittec of the Inter-

goveroeentel Com.ittee snd 1f you deem 1% advigable Srnnsx

1% to ur-hy for lienhouer,

HULL

hiz i defugees!

dosdul e aras 1Y/9/u3 Ea GL/L Aels
#gr, iell

it
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41 Filo

pffick
PALRAPHEASE

nhasized that the ststement relative to the possible

' " - creation of a urecedent in the rendition of assist-

. ‘-nce to the refugees by the military authorities,

s contained in our 4-12 of January 3, is

that of the military suthorities and represents a

noint of view which these authorities may be re-
cuired to take in view of the military situation.
Vhenever it is possible, on the other hand, -assist-
ance is rendered by non-mllitary agencies behind

the lines vwhich are there for that ournose.
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JEHORANDUY FOR_THE FILES 7
January 8, 191.'4, S

tr.} Riegelman confidentially advised Mr. Pehle today that the
Departzent of Shate has been working on the problem of 4,000 Jews caught
on the Island of Riba, off the ceast of Yugoslavia, T gontro) of this
island apparently has been changing hupds guite frequently. It is not
clesr whether it is presently im the honde of Tito's forces. ~The Joint
. ghiefs of Staff have been approashsd concerning the problem of evacuating
. these peoplo and they have stated that it would be impossible abt the pres—

- _ .ent tima to divert enpugh-vessels, Appavently, they regard this ss &' -
_msjor éxpedition since it’ ould involve a large number of ships as escort,
2“7 ohe joint Chiefs of Staf urther stated that, Af the Jews could bs gotten out
t6 Ttaly, then we might bd of some help, though 4,000 more in Italy wowld:

certainly inerease B vory groab purden which we now have in that area, ‘In
additien, Hiegelman stoted that the tergovernnentsl Commitiee was considers
ing a proposal of. th World Jewish Congress +5 finance the evasuation of -
thege people froa Riba,  There is no information as to any action having been
taksn by the Intergovermmental Comittoa, : ;

v Riogelman promised to furnish itr. Pefile with Goples of the por-
- tinent doouments, including the regent statament of the Joint Chiefsof = -
Staffye ' , S :
F. -Hodel

_ FHodelshd 1/10/44 S




MEMORANDUM
January 10 ¥ 194).

The Secretary ealled at 10:55 A. M. with regard -to 4,000 refugees -
on an islend off Yugoslavia. He seid he had telked to HceCloy this: '
morning and asked him how the food situstion was in Italy.. MeCloy.-

said it was all right and we had enough food there for. two months, .
I t0ld the Secretary that as soon as I got the documents on the metter
- frop Riegelman I viould get in touch with him, - £




JRPehlerngt 1/10/44




It 1g reported thady

- of pevsons, L

~- in sy ndsbys
et dnabser

1. ibout 1,000 $o 8,000 Jawieh refugees and Yuposlevs
resently in luksroment ssups In fugoglavia arc on the -
Adriatio island of Aab whigh 18 oI the alty of Trieate,

The pupition of Lhode »le 1o woed prosarious sinee

Ehe lslend bas ohdnged hends favéral’ lzge and wes laat

5,5

regorked In ounbeel 28 the ,?féﬁmaﬂas:f S

it 1s belloved posoible that the refugess night ba
able 4o hipe Italian boats 4o bring them to safsky
1% knsy had the oggessary funds and the ovuporation
Allled Ituly. g R

seversl Thong

i ; | iugoelav Jewinhk refugses hove
glrgady ¢ goa

Yo soushern I1%aly end wlll aupperate
fade Lo save Tho refugees sn sah
the pefugéos into the Jewliah come
i ,Xta).y. ' ) :

mundby dn oulhe.

- 1t is reaamoﬁda_a f{:;a,:___}he soard take the following steps ot oneed

(o}

- (@) ¥shoe use of the somminioabion faoilitles of ’éhl,é:

Goverasent in opder to catablish ihe ncoossary

" cpntecte with pervons in ailled Itely who are .

able to sommunleats with and send fuids o the
refugeed on Habe I R T S

(b) fake the necessary ateps, including the obtafning

of negedgnry lloanden, av that %@ﬂmmnﬁ 1
gelvate Lunds will Yo lwmedlately svailevle to
appropriats people lun Allled Italy to ,,ai {ur the
axpengse of evacuntion and the osre of the refugess
shon wud 312 they are brought %o Tialy. R

Jbtain the gooperation of the Allled 4iliter, suthord~
Ei" in recelviag and euring for these rofugees in

L]
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MEMORANDUM

Fobrr'a'gtacih%ierir For

FFC teﬁtéftNé .
Date 5

Pro;ect tio, A

L:Lalson Ofi‘lce , Foreign Funds Control
“FROM: . War Refugee.B
sﬁgject: RSBCI}BJ d{ refugees; from the Ia:!.a_rid of R{nb
B 1

e N © % cable

There is tran ed herewith a copy of aiﬂ!‘" éﬂtef&hrch 20, 191.4
fro'm B . . : dealing with t,hg trans-
« migsion, by the J.D.c. ) of the sterling equlvalent of $25,000 to Financs
Officer of British- Foreign Office for use-in-connection with rescue of-

refugees from Island-of Rab! The War Refugee Board recmnmmds that an -
appropriate neense be issued at once.

The War Refugee Board recommends thatfréppropriaté ,Treaéury'
licenses and other necessary documents be 1ssued nermlttmg the execution
cable . ‘

of. the project contemplated in thaaager described above.

Remarks:

For the War Rew;_ee Board

Action:

Basic license No, V- issued . e
Remittance License No,  Xwmsgmix NY NY 616497, issued March 25, 194k

Other: Letter No. 59304, ifafed March 75, 194, : @égé
. . Liaison Officer. .

Foreign Funds Gontrol

nate: MAR 25 184




In roply nloase
refor tes 59304

“irsy

- Thils 36 to infory you that pursusnt to the
recomendation of the War Rofugee Hoard, this Depart= -

©wsient has puttorlzed the Federal Reservs Dank of New York -

~%0 dssue o you Licenso Nou MY 616497 permitting you to

realt the pound sterling equivalent of 25,000 to the:

“" Pinanoo Officer of the iritiehFoveig Office, Londsn,

England, revresenting funda to be made avalleble in lire

by the Dsputy Paymaster in Southera Italy-for use in-
eonnectlon with the resene of rofugees from the Ynlend
of Rab, g :,;,, Do Lo . E

Sincerely yours,

REH

Grvis 4 Schmlat
Acting Dircotor

knerdean’ Jowish Jolnt Distribution Comilttes,
270 Madigon Avenue, ) 8 T

Hon Yoric, Hew Yowlsy

RBParkesjth 3~24md




" Forelgn Offivo, isndon, Pnglend o

L=

Folnos wia HE B

v o1
o CHHTRDL 4

PobLIGE FUR

W 616497

wnhAt to agp teatien filed

cenbhprined 4 Luane licanse o %

fedthat sl ing Oeigrad Sndd

o 7 - = :
25 Andieon Avallg, 5‘"‘*,‘;3‘?‘*‘\)?“’«?'}7

rertd tho pound sterling equivslont

Undt AO2 RBEPerket)fh “3-24-4h






OUTGOTNG MBSSAGE .

Papaphrase

To for Acti FATTHA
Info: Foree 263

¥ 24245

0. our message. HGS 533-2 of Narch 3li

=

Re cuucustion of refugees from Rab, Foree 266
3 : & ' :

reports Fhot agdording to local knowledge they do- not

’Z'finzﬁéial,éonéiderations_hxﬁéﬂany—bér 1 ﬂﬁ&ééuatiqh;—
of refugees bus that evacuation is "gﬁvefn;e: -
availrbility shipping space ﬁﬁdlgﬁher A mihisﬁrgﬁi&é
probleﬁs. They state also thé?~iﬁ£ggf:fehorﬁ§:indiégte
reoccupation of Rab by Germans,:iﬁréﬂy eﬁenkrﬁlané'ére;
heing submiited to Tito.

For Force 2549. anymlrﬁom‘ﬁjwﬁémhmgb :
%o tgis neadquarters, please repoaﬁ'thﬁ meséagé tb Fatimg"
and quobte this cables -
Auth: G.T.Fﬁiierfqn - Cﬁrnegié:

- MG Out 188 1 April 1944-




PARAPHRASE
From: Horce- 266
To: Fréedom - Info: Mideast - -
Ref, No., G/333 30 Mareh 44~ : s-aq-t
7 Reference your F 24173 S
1. Acc:oxjding to loeal lamowledgei-ﬁé;ﬁé' not cons1der S
N that financiel Gonsiderations have any besring gﬁh,,qﬁe:asti‘ofnf

Y. -’ .of eVécuation

efugees butb matter is i‘athep one bf porlijti"cs',,
d}iportunit"yr, ﬁhip g
O =i : s
2. Late reports. indicate that Germens have now re-

rationsiand acqommédatidhs S

. ) ' ~ occupieci .Rab..,tgn’,gi ‘therefore unless ,refugeeg ‘reach VISV i:’c' is..
S . -presumed no further action reqi:tireé_ QXcept_:evaguaf:ioﬁé:Vir‘irrom'r :
- VIS as on earlier occasions. Méaﬁﬁhiie‘youf 31gna1 Vﬁéé_,ﬁéfe'ﬁ
. “pass.ed‘ té-ﬁlaclean for Tito's opinionfi ‘ 7 7

Action G=3 S LT

MC In

19314 31 March 44

HOAS

‘snd B(D) or (B)

1275

By SLR Da;c\AUG_,éms
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cuabtion of fhuge perssng sng the- WAL u&;)mz*tma'\l. BTy Beaobits
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L Sy arbisan Hésdquarters sbe unsble to
frpnleh fundp She? ers Yo b asked £9 sid refusess in ege
eaping Ly pusrsntesing  to borg dwners- wut obther vpersoni. .
: sililzeas-t 0 Gaoape bhat ey wouls be oompansavid:
mAlisery entbabitles on the Brwlval af pae o

View of ble improved sondisione pravailing
bl 3 2iaply with regard to the Displesed Persans
srwonaleslo ol the expunisd ‘desire: of thé aAmepleas
Aoverhpbny. Lo render dealetiines Lo refuzens in-saexy terrie-
toPlee or o dangsr of falling inbo enomy. hands, approvel
~has baen alvet enbed In bhis paresrsph o
“whied -are i gstindes : e Tartisan veadguarters
fop the oplind ¥4 A e

: . ds-posgible that se lhe pequest. ror

&vBcustisn g thivge yelugeen is underesteod 1o have hees ande
Cinditaliy by the Hoval Musosliev Sovernmenh that: ¢ pumher’ of -

Sothepe pevsonn moY be. ChebniiAn ayaputhy, in ¥hich cape Pes
tlaan support smay ho leeking iU Leoreported thit the Ger~
2ane have anssubied lavasion barges. in the RRALIBV ICA-DAEAR
lon. perhaps indisatus Eheg prodonce of elements of 4R sesault
daacding battnllon, probably intonded £or operationg szainot
BAZ in thes first instance., 7The dinténce fyam the isgland] o
#11%ed nocupled 1taly will inerease the normal bazards of
ovacuation of refugess Lrows She Halmatian Inlands,

e in enwsunileat ing ine. plans’ as in para 3, above; to
the Partisan headquarters it hug heonnide elear blist comw-
pansatizn Lo Lobl aowners and othep parsona. apsisting the:
“refuzeeds will have Lo ho effecbed Crrough tha sieney of  AFA,
ant thay for Lthla vespon &5 well aa for that: steced helaw,
bout. sunare or akippers ghould be onjolned to procesd 1 :
possinle, to BAUT whero the noosssary finenslal arrangemenys
easuld bo made throngh the Bisplaeced Fergons SubeLomnission
tod the APA offloe In thet towa.  For reusons of security Lt
in undoslrable that refugess ohouls be landed ut pandom bee
hind the Allled llies, but if they can. be dlsombarked ot
BALL thelr soreenlng, interrsgation, and agoonodation. sould
acuid be effsoted with the minimim of alfficulty. Tit. was
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put nito utfeqbe .
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B 1QAd L L

5 : C o Hareh
ST g e,

MEMORAIIDU,. FOL fHiE rILES
subject: Jonference at the Offies of iajor Valker
Present: Gol. mcFadzean, U3, Finance
wajor wmctehee, G )
liajor ~alker, |

Czpt. Hamblen
o nr. Ackerman,:

¢ ceble which hud been received
4FF in connection with the rescue
; f Rab. He stated that MGS had
" not been favoradbly disposed ‘ds the rescue ofithese people
at en early dedle- becalised of difficult ‘supnly situation ‘in-Italy
and rurther because vhen-the Yugoslavs were brought to Italy,thére
- w-s consbent trouble: between the Chetniks and the' Sroatsi Both of
" these situations have- si: e been eesed; bthe supply situation:is
‘vetbe¥ snd arraniéments hzvé-been made for the removal :of -the Chetnik
:roup tc a separabte vlace. He also stated th arrangements had :
- Seen corplstec Lor the removal of 95,500 refugees Lo the 1 leiilast -
of vhor 12,000 has. already bzzn evacuated. Lt

o R R
. 5Jop walker referred.i
.-+ from the Conbined Chiafs of

of the reriugees on the Islan

* i Wajor .alker suggeste. thab a message be forwapded to iarshal -
hif of the contents of she cable which woulc:guarantee .

fito advising
through oune means or another, the p.yment of boatmen who would bring

she refugees from the Islsna ol Rab bo the Italian mainlend. He ’

- phere snould be no difiiculey from the - viewpolint of :HGS !
nizing over 4,000 people. Jol. lisiazdesn  sald-that. the- finsnce

= should be 2ble to nandle the finsncial déetails in.any form

shed by karshal rito. Tt wes su.,esbed by-Capt. Hamblen that -

soatmén be requested, if possiole, to land at Bari in’‘order: to

seist in the problem of a security check. AlY agreed that.the e s-

sa, e to [ito be sent. S S

y. Ackermann then discusaed generally the program of the WRB
snu ssked whethsr it would Dbe possible to care:. for similar Yugo- -
slav refugee groups even though the cable from the- Combined: Chiefs
of 3taff was only specific with reference to the refugess ou the
Tslend of Reb. All perzons indicated that this- could be-done,  and
wajor Lalker promised to inform Mr. Ackermann of any further develop-
ments eizher in connection with the Rab refugees oy other similar

i

L POULS.

L. &, Ackermann = -
Special Representative
war Refugee Board
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PARAPHRAGE

From: Combined Chlefs of Starf
To: «ilson

Lef.22l. arch 15, 194

FAL 347 : -

Tef, Cab-3128 20 Hov

2699 6 Dec. -

5e5

suggestied b

(2; If runds cant be furnished by Partisans.
2id refugees Ly puaranteeing boat rowers.!

by B, oL mil. aquthorities on arrival refu

vigéed of

(3) Heest Partisans o Keop UG authorities:

sperations in thls field.

Thenboer Yomnand er rcn}aésted‘,to g
crrange payments Tor passport Lo Italy of refigess and for

"eertain other financial transactions’’ and Lo care . for refugees

o lisTy B, will -

reaching Ttaly through their own efforts.

assume Finance responsibility for expenses evacuating refugees

from lab.

If feasible prompt exeoution of suggested ,plan’rurged. ﬁn‘n Due
to passape of time and change in Theater Connand ,sirnbcer

pervious expression of opinion. Your views ut earilest

date request ed.
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fo:m@gm&g;'u,,
REFERIZIGE HO TIIS MESSAGEs 3128, 21 November, 1943

- el

ateps gan be taken to render assistance to LOOO refupess velsased
fron Internmert, Cemps by YUQOSTAY Partisans.and no¥ reported to be B
on ISLAND of RAB off Dalmatian Coast. Habber was previcusly referred 1 -

YUGOSTAY refugess. Following spproach to State. Depaxfmaht;,by' Qo
YUGOSLAY Goverisient, former has inquired of J05 as bo wheh pracilosl A

A
i

N

x

A

<-gy N

%0 Intergovermeital Committes on vefugean in LONDOW and ‘2 possibilities i
wore suggested (1) Direct evacuabion by twranspurt for coneenbrablon

ab BART and {2) Failing direcs assistance, proviaion. of funds so that 'VI '
refupess gould malte own arvanzements to hive boats to bring them do.-
Italisn Mainland. Please inelude in your cament, which: is requested,”
most recent Intelligence concorning whereshouts and welfare of thosa

N : refugees,

ACTIOR: M3S

IEFC : 8GS G-2
DIG G-l
¢-1 (B) G-3
M& T Ca0

MR MURPHY MR MACMILLAN it/ DEOLASSIFTED
8D Letter, 5i3-73

A
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M3 TH 13846 22 Hov 43 O514A ~  Ref Ho, 3128
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" SECRE} TIUALS BRITISH MOS} " 7RET e
I AFHQ MESSAGE CENTER PSR Meh S

OUTGOING MESSAGE

© TO FORACTION: AGWAR O
s WEUSL i
" ETSENBOWER -

e -
Reference your 3128.of 21 Fovember:

~

X , - . - Sl (JJ

.- Following ja:latest information regarding YUGOSLAV refugees - R

7 on Jeland of RAB. Majority are-Jews. Further refugees at OTOCAC, Northweq%’“
CROATIA, 1 report puts total at 1500. Further detalls being obtainsd.

) Rsply to remsinder your messege followa eobne'gﬁ.~ i
ORIGIFATOR: M8 AUTH; T B JACKMAN, MAJOR
IRFORMATION: 903 ,
DIC
G-2
a-3
MR MUFPUY
MR MACMIILAN ;
G-1 , : é
CAO  DECLASSIFIED o : b
Ma& TN By Authority of ot Ce . j
AG HRECOKDS .
er, 1-§$= :
sy RGP - DECR W72 ! -
¥ ouvs 902k 30 Nov 43 11144 Ref Fo: WGl . " JakfWKS - ! :
" - o < N i !
. - i i
' QS\ ; :
NG - i {
: S | .
_ COPY: No. ’
THE.MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN i . 5
i ¢



‘SIGNED: BISENHOGIR, GITE FHMCS

nationsle in ITALY.is alread

N SECRE%EL&UALS BRITISH MOS1'

OUTGOING MESSAGEsme

TO FOR ACTION: AGUWAR FOR HILLDRING phonaseTemRy e
By Authorily WSQL -

CRET

REF NO: ©-6999 .

by 42 puto DEC B i

- Reference’ your 3128 of 21 November.: '

appreciated that ‘the ﬁroblem of- Jugoslév

1. Ity
complicated by reason”of the following.

factorsi L
A TS

. A, The fTugoslavs are far from being. & united nstiom.

- ’ jBinh’e,x"e- has recently been strife,inITALY', althcugh

" measures heve been initiated to deal with the preagnt' situation,. between

Partisans and Cetniks. :
: ) ¢, Supplies, accommodation; clothing,]é{ﬁd?médicai Mf
facilities for displaced persons in ITALY s ove:at.mined, S

“ 2. 1In view of the foregoing and our need; if possible; . (S\l—j

to reduce demands on accomsodation, clothing, and supplies. at present —§

required for displaced persons in ITALY, and particularly having regard

to the prims need for opsrational security, neither. proposal specified

in your message is recommended. It is further considered that .such actlon.

might create a precedent, wiich would lead to other demands and the influx

of large nugbers of additional. refugees M _}which we would not be able to
N <= 5 R

provide. A

pY : R N
3, Tt is racommended, therefors, that no direct assistance
or funds be provided for these refugees, but that should:they be:eble to -

reach ITALY by their own efforts we shall continue to care for them as
heretofore. . - R L

L. Intelligence concerning whereabouts:and wgli‘ére of'
these percons is being obtained and will be forwarded to you; separately.

ORIGINATOR: GS AUTHENTICATION: T. B. JACKMAN, MAJOR i
IMFCRUATION: SGS DTC -3 COORD WITH: G-3 \(/)
-1 (B) 4 & TN CAO . G2 -
MR MURPHY uR HACHILLAN  SUMMARY G=1 (D)
G2 G-1 o i MURPHY
AG RECORDS ‘ © MR UACHILLAN
uC OUT 1701 6 DEC 43 1920 Ref Not §-6999  htv/VAM
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