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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

American Gonsulate,

Izminr, Turkey, February 20, 19455

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

‘Herbert,Katiki;:Esquire,
: ¥ Refugee-Board, o
.- yAmerigan Consulate Ceneral,

o
- Istanbul, Turkey.

Dear Mr.'thzki:

Vour letter of January 31, 1845, with'fﬁrthgr:"
reference to the question of the Jews' on the Islamd.
of Rhodes, was received in a recent pouchs’

I regret that I have been unable -to obtain
any informetion regarding the six Jews you refer
to as hevinz escaped to Marmaris. I am, however,
continuing my investigation, and in the event. I .
learn anything of these people or obtain any other
information regarding the Jews of the Island of
Rhodes, I shell be gled to communicate such”informa-
tion to yvou imnediately.

"ith kind regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,




Translation . l //f
November 30, 1944

Broadcasts Received in Bulgarian

Sofia

Foreign news::

Athens = 29 - Reuter, The Rabbinate of Athens told the representa-
tives of the press that of the 90,000 Jews who lived in Athens .-
there-only remain 8,000 - while the remainder were sent by the

- Germdns to- Poland, and that- during this voyage, because ‘of the.

=g ering ;undergone by the Jews,  many dled en route. The Rabbinate
idded that on the islands of Crete and Rhodes not a single Jew :

remains, following uerman perse ation and the actions on the part

-of the latter, .

w3
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November 29, 1944

Memorandum for Mr, Katzki: : ) :

of his visit to this office -this

- morning, Mr. Ryan, who is secretary to the Papal * Nuncio An ;.
Istanbul, said thet the. latter is also Vaticen representative for :

% Grepee, Monsignor Ronc 1 recently received the sum of $11,000

“designated for relief wérk in Athens. He had this money converted
into Turkish lires at the rate of 1,80, e .

ond this moneéy to Greece immediately
in theform of American dollars. He desires to know if the War
Refugee Board office .is in-a position to accept from him the Turkish

~ 1iras and to give him in exchange dollar checks in the amount of .
©$11,000. It would. be-hecessary that the exchange rate be abt 1,80,

the rate at which it was origi nally converted.

In explaining -the purpose

He ng has,inét;uctféﬁé‘to 8




Istanbul, November 9, 19447

vinlfare Degartuent

United Hations Relief & Rehabilltation Adm,
¢/o smerican Legation

Gairo, bgypt -

Gentlemeni

. ‘we do not ¥now whether or not you have alresdy - ..
established a 1lncal bureau for searching for individuals
. in Grepce, in whom rsélstlves elsewhereo are interested,
Aowever, we have beén ssked to glve assistence in
- locating the following-people who are the relatives of - e
Wr. Yorgo (uJeorze) Lagarldls, whose address in Istanbul
1s wisir Aparthent, No.:8, 303 Istikial Caddesl. B

w3 - \L L g
Brother ¥r. Harilaos (Hary) Lasaridls, aged 35.
- Electrician of the Munieipalisy of

Thgsgﬁlonica.

Brother ¥Wr. Yeanse (Yanis) Lasaridis,vaéed 45
’ . Hechanic, Socony Vecuum 011 Coy ;
Thessalonicé. -

* Bpother-in-law Mr. George Vasiliedls, aged:60.
: tits wife, Anna, aged 48, " -o7i G
Rue Nea X1lina Parapigmata Kato Duba I 654,
Thessalonieca. - ) ot
{office, Odos Egiptou).

Brother-in-law Wr., Kornilios Koutelas, aged 48.
. His wife, Nespina Koutelas, agod 43. |
) Thelr daughter; Anastasie (Sasa-Sula), aged 19:
Rue Nea Xilina Parapigmata Keto Duba.I1.656,
Thessalonleca. .

Inquiry vegarding all of the abhove persons may be made ab
the Club (Leshl) Madjaroglou, Rue Duba, or at the drug-store
of Dr. Karamaouna, Rue Bhnaties, Thessalonica.




heve also been 2sked to assist in locating
the 311wl psrsons, who are sis ter and brothsr~in~law-
of HMrs. Yorgo (George) Lassridis: :

Jrezoire Milladis; =yed 55,
1iddis, aged 38,
Athens, :

-

1bove persons way be mede of v,

Iﬂ‘qﬂ iry r
Somard jis-#Miliadis. g

Nicoles Wil

- you zreVnbls to obtain any information with

to sny of thesé peonle, we shell ap hreciate your
il L ¥ s .

U : :

T

‘Very truly yours,

B nervert Katzll
Representetive
sar Reiugee Board .

¢/o kmerican Consulate General




who

ld ths situstion albsi so that an adéitional
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¢/o fmerlesn Consulate
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_ﬁear iy, Apcheor:

- I \dqh te thank you for the oourtesy of your
" renly of J 31 relative to the gituption}oﬁ the
Jews 1n‘ﬁr‘ .end the mes:age cﬂﬁtained'ﬁﬁeréih'

. fro% tie Sran bhl of Athena. we xopn 40 be able

to w;cvicu uum lasslstanco in’ connection with Lhe

aituati UA ln uraece and vio .are grateful Lo you for

tie lnforavtion contalned in ths Gohan eoort

If o are able to learn anythin of addltion&l

saf 17n054 we ehall certalnly pas it 0n “to you and
to Sir ¥illiam, #loase oxtand to bim,also my werm’
psrsonal regardzs,

Cordially youfs,

I. A, ¥irschmenn
Spoclal Attache

Laird Archer, Haquire

Cllef of the f(ireece Mlission

nlted YJatlons Relleof and
hehabilitation Admintstration

8, Sharls Dar IleShifa

Garden City, Calro

Egypt




- UNITED NATIONS}RELIEF:ANDr,REHAB,_VILliTATlﬁ)Nr;,ADMIVNISTRATlON '.

o, SHARIA DAR EL-SHIFA : GARDEN-CITY T CAIRO.

-—————

) Tulyi19ad

1. i, Hirschmann, Zsquire : : .
¢/o american &ibassy R . - :
Istenbul, Turkey E 5 - e

* Dear fir, Hirschmemn:
S n Vre;qlry' to your-letter:of J’u ‘20 we have had some additional word" o the -
© situation of Jews _in Greece 48 confidentisl message Prom the Grand Rabbi
througn certain Ameri;;-@n military channels which is as followWs?
The fgﬁoﬁingﬁrﬁessgge wag. gent by the grénd Rabbi-of Athens to-
President nooseveld, “Prime Hinister Churchill, Rebbil Wise of Hew.
and Jerusalem and-the Jewish-Agency.

Yorx, the Crend Rabbis of Cairo
mr Tam appealing to Jewish philenthropic: agendias %o Vs;ér:ldv ‘clothing;
food, &nd medicine and ask youT egsisbance. Tinety VthouSand Jeus--

nave been expabriated; 10,000 manage o ‘survive in refuge or -hiding:

places. TheArefugees are in desperate gituetion for 1sck-of ifood” °
and as a result of disease, Al their propert'y' has bee’n’cbnfiscaj‘.ed

by the Gestapo,' "
sated that the American agency transxﬁit the messege 0 yo;iif agency ‘and
ters the,be‘qéfit'oi‘ tne‘informmtion.

slashingbon Headnuar

stion in the Cohen repolt, however;’ ig gccurate
the situation his recommendations seen sound,
Cohen snd his brother-as 2 result.of their
se official,although one of the brothers: !
£ Foreign AfTairs. . The:copy vigs .
frectiag the planm‘.ng,of UKRRA
Snén brothers are:

you end we gave our

I think generally the inform
and insofar as i1 am informed on
The reporh originated with I,

own greab interest and vas in no sen
is an employze of the Greek Linistry ©
prouzht to us for our general information @8 2
for relief operations in Greece after liberation. The: Co

well regerded by those who knew them in Ureece.

ery difficult work is going along as well as pﬁé’sibie
e in all best regards. -

ences and Sir William ins m

1 hope thet your ¥
under the circumst

Anc erely yours,

Leird Archer LT et
ief of the Greé_qerl‘.’.iséion .
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nited Fations ieliel and- fighabilitation.Administration

ROMTS AF

s
CA.

GUEE CRETEA

¢/o British Consulate

- Casablanca,liorocco-..

A8 you kngw, many-olpur 1
ith whom they have
communication for some .time @
vhey therefore wish to trac

relatives

Dear Iir, Hirschmang

13 July 1944

nts have

not .been in

d whose addresses
Wle have asked

, themr to fill out applications for this purpose
and enclose herewithh a copy of one from

BENVENISTE Y B

7ie have made dn inguiry on this case through.
But we shall be grateful if:

the ied Cross

iT dair in reference to.
EISTE Sam kair-and Vital.

you could assist us further in this matter,

#ith many thanks,

Y¥r, Ira Hirschman
Wlar lefugee Board
fmerican Embassy
hnkara, Turkey

chb i

Yours sincerely, -
Y . X :
N Jpuouastt

lorris Feimmann,  Cnhiefl
fielfare Department

Enclost¥e:; Application as stated,







( ‘ oo Ucopy

PARAPHRASE

i, THE FOLﬁOWIN&;APPbAL HAS BE‘N RmC IVED FROM THE GRAND RABBI -

OF ATH WS~ ITfI“

4’1

*ELT BY LAIRD ARCHER QHAT IRA HIRSLUMANN OF THE:

.- - WAR REFUGHE BOARD;AT”YOUR EiD SHOULD R;CEIV& A CoPY

- T:N nESbAGE VSMITTLD VIA THW ALLIWD fI ION RADIO AND::a

"fAS'quﬁEbegD 0 Tt D RABBIS,. JLRFSALEM AND GATRO, ROOSEVELT,

RIGBLA¥LISE, \CHURCHILE A D~ THE JLUISH AGENCY.

3. THE MESSAGE REABS {S'FOLLOUS' I AM REQUESTINU THL Au&IQTAWCE

R OF-ALLVJiWISH‘PﬁiLﬁA}HROPIC-AGENCTE 6 'b?VD bOOD r@DIGINn AND

Lo CLOT-IN+. 90,000 JEWLSH PEOPLE ARE BXILED, 10, ,000. MORL ARE. NOu -IN

rIDLﬂG OR HAVb MANIUED TO SURVIVE IN RmFUuJ. THE HORTAGL OF

‘ F50D AND THw PRHSENQEVOF DISEASE Ig 5LRIOU5; TH; GLSTAPO HAVE :

CONRISCATED THEIR HOM=S AND PROPERTY.




P  famast 4, 1044
: ,C;REECEV}» <! e R

“our best information 18" that there areﬁbetween five and eight'

thousand: Jewish people in Greece who for the present at 1east are o

Sin- comparative Safety, either in bands of; or in territory R

controlled by, the EAM, There are also approximately 25 OOO in Vl—

hiding in;Ath: g and the vicinity._ Lhe latter number is being :

i ‘coqtinpally ed by the work of the Gestapo and by the escape

"V!Qf.thoeGLQhe; eble to find some means for fleeing to safety.,

7 o ion of the rescue of the Jewish people in'

Greece through’r acuation was exceedingly difficult,, nd it

requirad some time beforn an organization could be set uo for

that purnose and put 1nto operation. Tha ‘use of three or four )

kayaks vias secured, with that of ‘the necessary Greek boat cantains

who  knew Greek terrltorial waters intimately, and the movement

of Jewlsh people from Greeco’t ETurkey and thence to Palestine

began aboub October,. 1945. 1he following table shows the

number of veople rescued from Grescé £hom October, 1943, %6

the end of June, 1944.

October through Docenber; 1943

January, 1944
February
March
April
May
June
Total

Towards the end of June;  the Tescue work broke down because




of the 1ack of a base in Turkey at wnich the refugees could be
debarked In eonsequence, no JeW1sh.refugees arrived from
Greece during the ‘month. of July,'and it was not until

that news was received 1n Istanbul that a further contingent
©of 40 persons arrivea in- Turkey and were at Izmir.rf

We are info med that esoape from Athens by people now in{'

' -hiding there,—f urnoses of the trip to Turkey, is not diff—

'ficult. The ot g - 8T brought from Athens Yo Euboea, an -
ieland off the G { :ainland, withvthe a531sta f the li

LC 3
while en route torfuboea and while waltlng there. To brlng‘,

these refugees fi' hiding in Athens to huboea to congregate
uthere would bebcangerous for the: refugees, unless their arrival
in Euboea could be timed to meet ships sent t 'f
evacuate them., The chilef problem;’therefore,Acontinues to be
transportation rrom the east coast of Euboea to the Turkish
coast, for whieh a Turkish "base is required. The movement
from Euboea could be regularized if there were a "base on the
Turkish coast where these people could 1and and where the:-ships
could be refuelled. Such & "base" ;woulq‘eerve as g po}nt of
communications with Greece. | o :
We are informed thet boats are available and an- organization
13 set up, and it is -only the queetion of .a base which must be met.
Greeks now "officlally” brought”to Turkey_are transported
to Turkey because of. thelr qualifieations from arﬁilitary point
of view, -Apparently there 13 agreement among various governments
to permit their passage through Turkey to join Allied or Greek
forces, and only those persons are. included in. these operations

who are of military-interest. It would be helpful AL the




f
i S

X / category of peonle permitted facillties to Turkey from Greece

could include people who are Jewish refugees i This would simplify

some of the nroblems which indeed are: now bemg met,,,
elimination  would make the: movement of rei‘ugees to Tur ey

mach simpler.
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION  COMMITTEE ™

—c/d;AEEricah7Consu1ate General
‘Istanbul, .Turkey., o
Julyrl3,,1?}4.

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann

War Refugee Board

c/o American Consulate General,
Istanbul

Dear kr, Hirschmann:

Znclosed you will find & report which was
prepared by Mr. Alfred H. Cohn of Cairo et
my Tequest. Mr. Cohn is on detached service
with the Greek Army and is the legal adviser
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Government of Greece. There are a number

of matters in connection with this report:
which I should like to discuss with you and
I shall await your call. '

With kindest personal regards,.i'éﬁ;

Sincerely yours,

W%/C :
REUBEN Bl RESNIK '

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMiTTEE

Y

1l enclosure.
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jere. deportod
lenic: Judalsm. >
religble sources, it is
unl%$5+y‘tn&t Qﬁp .y of hem,w1ll qurvlve.,
IT. The same neasures 1 : to exterminntion have since
B “Doen sxbeadeld Lo Lhe.rest. of -the country.: T
r of ‘septeniber 1943, .arter the’downfall
asures of extermluatloﬂ were extenaed
h Lreece,. there -ver }GFOLOPGJV?O to-
Gistress still in Crbece sven montha ago,
- Fpllowing uo«ns, :
Athens Aras
. Halkis ‘Preveza . . . :
. . Volos ) Corfu : ) -
Zante - -
Patras . v
Candisa
Heraclion
Kastoria ) . .. /Rethymrion

Lhion of the Jéwa in-Athens ab tue LJme of. the
apiiicabion o N1 ~Jowiel noasures.

The condition in wnich the Jews of Athens ;ound
themselves at the time of the application of Ant1—Jew1sh
¥ measures wab essenulally aif ferent from that which:coh-
: fronted bhose liv1ng in the nrov;n01al towns. =

It is estimated that in Septeﬁber 1940, tho numbsr
of Jews in ithens was from 8 to 9,000, of which about.
one half were residents of the can;tal and’ the other )
half, refugees who hed eséaped from Macedonia mainly from
Salonicsa. uhe realdents of Athens had the: advantage of -

having

REGRADED
Y




oot

o - wfunds. r
. . if -not inpossible

having'numehéﬁs;friénds'ghdga
fortunes’

to hide; also their

had. the disadvantage of bheln:
" Gesbtapo agents;. anc g’ small number: of-m
in blacimailing,: 0n the other hand - those wh
from Salonikaalacked;suffiQientféuppo’
‘zinéver besn ther ”
L UHOreover,
51t had
£ THumber

- left in Salonik
. Germang.  Thus,

Undeyr the

w

c

quatitancos who |
ere sbill ‘inbac

easily ‘traced -by-thel N

alefactors interested

had .e8caped

i Athens most ™

forey Tound it very

st of their property was.:

en-confiscated: by the =
st them Were Withou

cunstances 1t must be-very dt

em to.continue hiding in Athens.

L anong

'estimate'woul¢

V. How mahy Jewss are s

(=) Those who.h
those who have been-i

ave been rggls%ere
interned ang:deported-a e."believed

‘1f one .t

Kiding 1hrﬁthéhs?r:,,"'

at ﬁfeseht,thefhuﬁ

t3 but they.
ocal o

ver of .

lowever, . a conservative .-

keosiinto

to ve 700, althQUgh cher—informatign'claiﬁs:it

(b) ‘Those who have, up—to,thé;
the Jiidéle Hast, do not:exceed 400v

(¢). Those who have since: bliebeginni
either in the Feloponessus or in other reg

by Partisans,

‘present (time

sceount :

a bﬁﬁfﬁe:Géstépo;»

to b 25000,

roached

‘scattered :
ong ‘controlled

y, Difficulties existing For Jews still hiding in Athens.

After seven montha of 1iferunder such,ékbepfion&l
concitions, most of the dJews wust by now-be . short-of money,
which greatly endangers- their

possessing money have any -
persecutlon, in which:the life

either in on¢ way or another.
these circumstances,

of -2ll classes of tho CGroe
levertheless, as raust be exps

the Jews.

a number of secre
who are extremely dangerous. ~Horeover,

that:

(a) living conditiong in ocoupied Gree
in athens, are such that thoge who assume b

the: solidar

pelative “safety.

Only . those

Hopes. of ‘escaping ithe’ present

of ‘every Jew is” threatened

1419 trie “that ‘under . .
1ty and-unanimous support

k people were manifested towards
eted, there .are

t agents of the gestapo’ and blackmallers,’

oné -must .consider

cé;,pérticularly
he yisks of

harboring Jows must rightly obtainjafm&terialjcompgnaatibn

which will pernit the

w to provide for thelr. own needs.

()




(b) ‘Jews inihiding afei@ép:iye@yof{fationjéaﬁdsfiSsﬁed
i, zwnlch-méais that they must obtain-thes
abulous:prices-on the black market i

provisiong at i
(c) tHey must face}6thef,bkﬁrabgd;nafyiékpéﬁsesl'i;e;

obtaining false.ldentiby  cards, attemnpts of escaping which

turn out-te.bs unsuccessful, et o L I

mﬁtiéﬁ'that every Jéwiisifich:ahd'pbééeSSéé oo

(a) the- pre / :
d. aggraveates the}r,difficulti§§L

- -+ ‘large quantities: 0

heéy nave been living hidden and =~
1ished their self-=confidence;: thus:

f riaking ¢lear and adéquate decl--’
ny - dangers. they no-doubt-éncounter.

- g~...(e) the fact ths
. hunted has Ho . doubt:
" rendering them incaps
‘siors in’the:fate of th

I B AT N Ll - iS5 ) EEEE -
(F? fhey Have sbsolutely 'no possibility of earning- -
their own living. . SRS . - -

The*fate of the-Jews inithé provinciairtBWns.

‘There is no information whatsoever on:-the-fate of Jews::
in the provincisl towns:. It is only known that thosge of i
Halkls .and Volos: have abandoned their homes: and:jolned the. .
Partisans iM those dlstricts. It 4is presumed that the Jews. .
of lLarissaj; Triccals, Karditge, Arts, Freveaza, Yanning, T
Kastoris and Patras, knowing the fdtelof! their-fellow . . :
Jews of Salonika and other Macedonian .and Thraclan towns, T
. must have done likewlse. . . - e

The Jews from the provinecial towns,' who have been-able
to join the Partisans yun less risk.of being exberminated
by the Germans. The Germans, not having sufficient forces,
have up to now avoided systematlic pursult of the guerrillas;
they have tacitly abandoned the aéministration of many .
districts so long as their lines of communication.are -not
interfered with, iut, of conrse, 1iving cohdltions are
not easy there and food difficulties are greatb. :

VII. The conditions of the Jews -on the Islands.

The Jews 1living in Corfu and %ante had-no:possibility
of joining the: Partisans nor nad they any:derions chance .
of hiding. 4s to those of Crete, it is reported that in
ifarch-April 1943, they had not been interned nor deported
as those living in the osher German occupled-regions of
Greece, probably due to—transportation difficulties,

‘However,-



HOWever
Jevs ofr
tﬁertOan

; uanbil last Februa :
been pubiantor herCb.

come to'tnéir:uﬁﬁént £ Uian account:
16 miillcul es to overuome s

of for a succe sTul plan it

: e i enbal’ conalL:On for & suuce sT
for Jews : iving in oresce Li el
COll&LO[d

HeerEroand

Jewish Orgzand
Tous.

The Coni e*eﬂce at prosent Yeln

an_opportanity 1o DPingG D LALS

An ‘exceptional opportunity. ;
d11 efforts which are actual]y ingz displayed 1l verious
sources presents itselfl in-conno ion, the e rence
which ig being held in the. Lebanon be bhie dreek
Goveirnment and representat:v%ﬁ'ofiall ¥ i
partics and Reslstance Organizabtlion :
necessary Linat the guestion of isaviv ews be\nut
forward at this conferenco andiit is that: the
opportunity. will notl be missed. B )

Hecessity of obtalning accurute'informntion.

The f:rst inno]tant gtep is LO"O[ ﬂGbﬂP te Jnxorﬂatlon
on the conditions 0of Jeéws:Llivi at: present in -Athens”and
in the country. ikth regdr ‘datter -no:informatlon -
whatsoever has reached us.gince: the pvttlnb into effect.of
the anti-Jewlsh rieasures.

Ch:cilv it 1is 1nd;spensaole to Lnow.




cbilap (Iy
T

tVelr Ldentaty ccrus at
- 1t poss1ole to
Vunu neﬂ—ue

Cunderpronnd

Council-set
1at fco thelr

Jeirians: usethe. services” -fhe few
ttraitors (Hasson, eLc ) W accordlnn~j
'umors, were brou :
Arch lshop attﬂnnt

nts, theaged; ctc.,

vacuat 5 Volos

L“flu»u’ Iarcitoa ‘ceald, Arta, . Provezu, danning;
nasiorig 2 Lo join. the Partisanst <7

() from what D[OV’HCL&l Loving ; have: the: deéws
been ursble to egcape Lo bhe I 32 . How many of
ther wers WALCTluu,,QGDOT%’» } nassdcrcr,fa “ouch
of -tiiese towns? LT e e

(1) which re_ ions Foniﬂolxb. 3
civi shelter Lo Jews?  A:
ncrsou? snZer what oonuitlaas,buve tney‘naenrliving
until bue present? Znat i el raalth status?
Fave they any funds? . e ' = Sl

(3) what ia ququlV inovn- aboul -the conditions ‘of Jews
in Corfu and Zante? . (mosl Tikely information could
be obbained from the-Allied Services in Southern
Italy and. frox Parti«ansfoperati ,in Northern
plrus, Albania) i ) -

(k) what are.the con Ljons of Je\s in reue Candia,
Heraclion, and Rethiymnon? - lHave they boen‘interned,
Geported; wassacred,: or’kave they been able to:- join
the fa”tivuns In the hills? -

','(1)‘




XII.

what Can

()

aetical prounds,

tations ;uf it g
eir suo¥ing about from:
eby jeopalulziqg the tife of Lhe

Vtiuil _o’f'f tng ]
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,ianthens,;the’

ole number'of~dev
" the nuwaber of” Jews..
Lixe chances of .gecuri
anxag o fnthe :
Purtiauns enJOy:bettehi" G
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For securiby and othér.rsasons they uno‘lM, of courss
Le scattcred as mucn a3ipossible. - At a later'dat
means of helping -the: bCBpC to Lne mlddle East
night be considerod. ’
5Ni 26 MOTe AwqtematRCALly tho escaoes bj caiques
mprove the weans of such c8capes by seda.
carciuliy .avolc rention of-the Jevish Problem in
clendestine press, as tho-réaction of ‘the. Geatapo
would causermore harm nhan +the benelfit to::hbeé: derived.
endeavor Lo spread the ddoal ‘that it is gn anti-national
attitude o' exploit the -Jews im Hiding.-=Sucl exploita~

Fhs

o8

tion geners 1]y ends in {)Vln" awuy of the poorcr classg

of chs.

The sending of  funds may greatly con:hibuﬁe;téﬂfhe réécuing

WOrk,

The above outline gufflelently illuutrates ‘thet one
of the most &ffective ways of cnntributing to the rescuing
of Jewa.still in Greece is to poov;oe them wjth funds.
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XIII. Dirficultics’ to TR
scheduled assistances

isfrustful of unknown
Jtnas, for instanceg, -any E
ssistance will pe et with extreme

“he. a trap uet Dy hbe «estapo{'

Cbo aldf ftcult Lo convince {heri to
olo fron.
AN most ‘cases,

emall number of
N - . lPuLOM'_ whniceh tho Jdews
’ . preseﬁt fave frow the very i
imagl Aavv can_er
“Oetober last,
on ong hand :
and on ;. DLer o by Ehe Or&dnLZCIS ot,dépavtures
for the hid ast, with the result that most of the Jews

preferred to veweain on the -spot.

thomselves at
ruﬂorq of a

£

(&) owing to-the inavoidable circum tancés due, in most
cases to the dl;ierent intermediariss, it is most’ likely
that financial help will eventually reach its ultimate
destination in = much’ more reduced amount; FOE e

difijcult1es.

XIV. Means of overcoming the—i‘dren‘oinL

The: olf“‘cuitles nPntloneu aoove m;ll nave to: be overcome
with al: the molal and uaterlal resources. at our glsposal.

(&) hAoove all vie nuet enli t‘the‘q"pport 01 the Orthodox )
Church whoae high prestt;e, togother with ‘her variousactivitles,
was so nelpful fast Octoberi ALl existlng orgenizations working
in the underground or openly, who- have preatly’ conbributed in

- sparin; the Jows from lazl extelm;nafion, shoula be required to
cooperate. ) - :

(b)f




= (b)) TThe: Chur priofessondl or;

groups'obviously;kno 8 grdat number-of dews now ir-hidi :
well as Ghrisiians 1ier gwWe o “heing yadivecily. connected

with theém. = The: {ew- Jews wno hgvg:cont:acted'mixed'marfiages,"
‘and tmerefore areé not. subject: tolanti-Jewish measurés must: be
able to trace thelr relatives. and friends. fhe 400 refupees
Swho  have  arPived inithe ﬁigdle'East,¢0uldjalsd—giye,ua;some~

mation. - The Gatholle: Chureh’has-also helped: stielter Jewsas

securlty-purposes it Gould-te uniise to disclose

o places.'The_onlygindication—to'59'5iven:shouldibe
sses -of ppople 1ikely 1o know  ther, - A1 this work -
to be divided and detentralized. - Lists .of :names
isasned &s; they would De: detrimental not ‘only:Lo-.
selves .but also o’ their Christian friends: who

“to help ‘them. o ‘doubt-the -ex-erience of “the under=
nizations would ‘he-of greatrvalue!in,this matters

(@i Inorder $6 ensure:the squal distribution of funds:
- process of receipts .8hould be established whigre by mo: name of-
‘thedisburselr should appéar. on_the receipt; but-only, the s,
gabe -and signature:of ‘the réociplent; - This would prevent -
~ 'ébuses,?the,intermediarieslreqliéih et . the ‘aistrivution. .
- 41s subjeet to-control. This process, of conrsey woulG: not
completely exclude dbises; but would 1init & :

(e) In Athens atfléaﬁt;—funds ghould: be ‘disbrivubed . in
£0ld sovereigns becavse oif the conbinual depreciation: of "+
the locnl currencys

(£) The Greelk Pollee of ithens nay be. of great help
(identity cards, watehing developuents of .(erman measures and
warning the people in time.)  But, one st *be careful of the
fow blaclkmallers or Gestapo agents working inslde the Follce,
Other offiéiale linked with the present Rally Government. are.
likely to do their Dbest ln favor of the Jews. S

%V. ©Difficulties and £18tcs. 0f Taalvidual (vionzorgantzed)
atfompts L0 escape Py 888. ... - DRI

Generally speaking no one in Athens knows. how- escapes
by calques . are effected, © The reason 1is that those.who
attempt to escape and .do succeed, most - often have no means:
of informing their friends of the procedure. and,. on the
other hand, individuals belonging to organizations who -

nave contacts with the Hlddle Tast have very-jood reasons-

. for
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““the per

thess escapes
‘apprehension,

for

knovile

bitant

in oneor two plagesy. ¢coarage fnd Initiab :
e of:succeds ‘are great. T Thig has besn proved.

whole familigs (infanbg;>it
£€8Ucees sgcane

fenlby.is tol T
arkation along the ©

Ay

own intermeciarigs Sreven. i captain ™
of Talling into a trup set by tne
ysent.

Gestapo is always
§k;is_thatAthe;intermeaiary'who i@ pretending
ani-escape ig -aetually only trylin: toexploit ~ ol o
on, but in this case the Harm ig not so greabt if )
the escapee is eventually conauched: the ~ewbarkaiion:”
point; they then have a chance:0f “bel g'soonér'bﬁglater,fr_
“put on hoard a calgues: This iS'whdt,has'nappened'toamostﬂw
Jews -who. have managed torescépé'fromiGreecé."However; their
stay in the -coastal ‘arsa can Besa.very alfficult-one 1f. thelir
sailing is delayed and they have not sufficient| funds. to

buy food wilh, stc... CAl B e

A farther:
to arrange [or:

another risk is that the calqueTnsy be in poor - shapey
too small a motor, badly aqulpped -or a shipper with no T
previous experience in ecrossings. In-such a case, of course,
the crossing may be fatal. : i ’ :

41l these escapes have to be arranged through. a number
of intermediaries and each one. 1s interested in making oL
profit; thus, the ainount of money requested. isivery often .
much higher than the price one:c¢an afford. In:Vetober 1943,
while a Christian could arrange his escape for one or-two
gold sovereipgns, a-Jew would de asked at- least ten to. -
twenty and. sometimes £ifty or more per _person,. Owing to
the present conditions in Greece, such sums -are avallable
to a small number of Jews only. what frequently happens
is that those possessing the rioney do not have the reguired

courage and vice versa.

The greatest'risk of the ﬁhd1e—adyenture§ds the .crossing
of the Ivoikos straits,which'is constantly patrolled by German

guards : . . e
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> facilities on the coast of"
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(D) _Ji.,perse them amony
reglon dand send th to the coast- onl; in
sccording to the facilities of evacuali

[

on the coas® must be avowaeu.‘ -

(C) In or:
regzions of ceparbure may be un

tion, ete.  Generally, -they are uonsidefea g8 trustworthy ‘people
who also must have gome remuneration-adequate -to the services -
rendered. Thelr collaooratlon ln connvcflon v1th assistance )

to Jewus should . be rewarded.

(G} The coastal region of LEnhoea from which caiques Sall
is very poor; Lhe villagers caen hardly afford their own liveli-

hood; transit and prolonged sojourn. of “numorous “groups :of

refugees agpravate the shortage,of foodstulffa, These conditions

on by-caigues esttlng
ab the time. . For securiiy purposes.: co'cenurqtlons oz rcfugees

dér bhab.evacuetion of . Jems from: Athens: to the-
iertilken with the. greatest possible
s¢1ety 1t is necessary to Have reliable asbiétance., Thers
local people affiliated to SEbTGt organizations who. exsreise’
supérvigion, give usuful advices, procurs.means of. transportar

lead



atremendou

ST , 1dded. that: th
: expedt among the refugeecs 1s: .
“ten. laciingsst presor < heing "Iveryone. -

inconnectio
“have iwithdrevin =
tor: inthe

: ] & numerons L L
or the. Gestapo.. Under ch concigions noints
£ Lo moved forbher nopih B

9, & ! g
resréttabvle. lncident oceurec:

At the moment of eallir K tode Wasg! i
doiny £0 Ly s group of Partisansyoall’
5 wore searched; amll their personsl beloniing
‘g6ld, etes- viere taken  from . thew -and “theéy weve ‘told that
they (the Jews) should be contented-to save themselves .

withont trying to save thelr p seessions as wolll Suelc:
dent seems entirely inconeistent -wilth the activity
1p shown towards the Jews by the Partisens from the
beginaninz. S0, it may ve presumsd—that'tboy'were not
Parbisans bub ordinary malefactors.. ffowevery 1t is noped
that this will be the only incident of -its kindj bub it
is u bad example and deserves fullTatbentions

Arrungenents  for the-improvem@nEFOf camping conditions of
Tefugees in the coastal zone. ; - L S

In order to rclievo the refugeés auring their/géual;y
delayed sztay in the area from which-the departursa. take

place and in view of ‘the prospegtive-incrense .of ‘the nuaber
“of  Jews in transit . in Buboea it.is essentlals’

(&) to send supplies.for viikagers who feed the refusees
snc. for the refugees themselved. Cpoy- exemple, -on thelr way
vack the caiques might caryy the rnecessary ‘foodstufls. Ing
the nest, supplies were 8 metines sent to- the populstien of
these regions. #heat, or, < potatoss, onions, olives. snd fipgs
would be appreciated. ' oo

()




e T Lsbance o i refugzessiin
nes for the arvival“of ‘e boeti It may perhaps. ..
At RT franted was - -

i in theilocel..correng S : ';‘dAstréhgfx
1ing “thattall: Jews a¥e wealthy and-po [

¥ of fuproving the solidarity and the
i netive villagerg; . s eated €8s

- ppor,- ratl
gers heving passively
phree . years im - the traflfic

Yast foel Lhat.they sre thus contributing
since last Octobey,. not only Greek: .
. ; cers Lave passed. throu hrto  join the fighb-
i ifornes,” o hri velnaile ‘information; bui. also groups
of men, -women-and children-who. areé.nob directly connected
with the = these are the Jevish ‘refngeed, ALl they:
know wbout: ¥ is that dews are ‘different: from
of thé people. #hy are they escaping?
being:persecuted. by the German
the réason for thls persecuticn
thent- to. holp these Jews; = { y
“times tried to explain 0 them'that thise people:are
eqgually brothers-in arms, and since. c i eneny. s~
the Germans--is persecuting th v " Perhelpeds
gt sccomuodate and feed ) payiaent’ may

K be impossible. = The Par i are - nob
always nabives of Lhe area they rulerand accordingly they -
~gre not fully trusted by the.villagers. -Another “thing -
"Jewis arc presamanly rich; " thus the. opportunity for
profitecring S e - :

Tt is. obvivus thab under  such: conditions a message
from the “ree. Greek Govérnment would.be of the. gréatest
utility.  The Greeks have-a . very. Highly developed sense
of personal prite. This characteristic should ‘be sti-
mulated. ‘They could be reminded that the Christlan . .
religion says "love thy neignbor™; Mall men are aqualt;
"those who 'suffer should -be helped"; Jews are equally”
Greck. = One of them, & gallant officer--native of Halkis,
the capitul of thelir own {gland=--was killed in ‘action
in the albanian war; thousands: of freel: Jews defended -
thelr land ajpainet the invaders, hwridreds amongst them
were killed, and it is uppnfthe§efpeppleltnat the Germans

have




Srated
“because d ] t ~Fe
d ‘Greece “and-the day’
: ctive: W théy cansdo to help-realize._
‘he- national k¢l Liac 1 as relieve ang restors the:
ntryseained: by th hgens. - Lt i 50 a-national
bl ¢ outy o 3 vl gqueshion o ito hely
’ : TEYE 1"éO'iu,also'uefmantioneﬁ
: : o dews by ‘the fnhabltants of
well - known i onpetent ciicles and nat moral
S T :

- peal enbodying. . g
shonld vead in all the villagesof tHe district.
woulc cferavle not to Gistribute leaflets which may
Cfall 6. the hands of the. Germans who “wonld adopt measures
" of reprisals. T e R

“ihe necessity of
-Tor Lhe rescug Or ¥

the efiorts to : ~gneouragiag thg—evacudhign
oi the Jews fron iLthens in directing them. towurds the-coast
would be uscless end even ‘harmful AT simultaneously:arran-
grmenbs wers not*madeitg:provide,an'adequato nursy, of bodts.

} i 3 3 B
Gongidering ¥

whiclh is one of ti vat in occuplied isurope,
of escapcs have pesn very few. the "Jewish- refugees: who
have escaped Lo th acle. iast dubing the last 7 months
have not. exceeded 400, which comes to:ah average of
apout & devws belng rescued per-day. . One must point out’
that a good many of these. Jowlsh refugees reach’ the Turkish
coast through,private;arrangpments—oQWyheir;own.

he. Smyrna:Allied Authoritlos have at:. their:disposal
many calques of different slizes, the -gmallést belng able
to hold 20 passengers'und’the,lsrgestﬂso.' Since:last
Octobver there has bLeen ruch talk aboub a Jewish Organization
employing 2 calques; some sven—taiked of b boats. - Actually,
we have not as yet heard of any Jow. crossing the Aezesn
Sea in one of: these calques. ~Besides, if.there-really
existed 5 or even £ calques for the.excliusive use of. the
‘Jewish Organization; we ishould have veen-able . in seven

. - ‘ montha::
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(a) On rslatives and: fl"j.e'n(ls
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(¢c) Mow they can-be trac iht-hely fhsy neod, ebe.

The Lnfo;matlon thua COllfiCant- i1ly obtalneﬂ would
be extremely uselul, ~Should thle Hiforadtion be rathered
in Palestine instesd oF Furkey, ‘& delay of over a.onth
woulc Lo ¢auisci. . :
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" American COnsulate,,Izﬁir,
j July 6, 1944,

- Dear Mr, Hirschman,

In acknowledging your letter of June' 20, L wish to say
that I am also very sorry that we did not meet when you were
in Turkey several months ago. As a matter of “fact. I did not
xnow that the War Refugee Board was represented;in'Turkey un-
til just before you left or I would have gotten in touch with :
you. .

The Jews in Greece for vwhom we were making. a special ap~
peal at that time-- that is, those who had registered” in com-
pliance with a German order—- have,:as you krow, since then
been sent off to an unknown destination as was foreseen,

There still remain approximately five or six thousand
who, for the present at least, are in comparative safety with
andart bands or ip territory aontrolled by EBAM ( ‘Natiomal
Liberation F ront). There are also approximately 2,000 in
hiding in Athens and vieinity but the mumber -1s being. contin-
ually reduced by the work of the Gestapo:.and by the- escape of
those who find the meuns to avoid a.similar fate,: :

Escape from Athens to Fuboea does not present great dif-. .
ficulties and every i the rofugees by EAM both.
while en route to Euboea and while wa )
be useless for large numbers to escapﬂe from Athens-unless .- -
transportation is available from Euboea to Tirkey, - And so -the
chief problem to be solved contimues to be transportation for
the trip of approximately 150 miles from the east ooatt of :
Euboea to the Turkish coast., Many thousunds of refugees, in-
cluding about one thousand Jews, have made the trip with 1ittle
to fear except bad weather. A )

Mempers of small groups that ontinue to come say that the
news of,interest of our gover ing those subject to:
persecution in occupled aguntries has reached those in hiding and
they beg that steps should be taken in their behalf.,. To - the

pest of my knowledge none of the efforts made ha ¢ to date result-
ed in any American assistance belng given. : o

I nope that as you suggest I may have the pleaéure of meeting

you




and cooperating with you, It is unlikely that I-shall be in
Ankara except possibly for several hours between trains in the
event I leave permanently as I may do in-the near future, I
may be in Istunbul sometime during the summer but I think it
rather improbable, I

With kind regards and with best'wishes fr ‘the success of
“your difficult tasks, I am AN '

Very;trulﬁﬁyours,

Uy S




Ci GOnELaNLT

Turgey. The perlod oif January and

tlue lor traflic across buose wateps \,do S0

slow at that tiuae taat no report was madev r:;or-c'a:llp,grcqiquers

(&

P
“

to a maximud. of 40.passer ply a-

e trafiic vack dnuw 1orth:irom tﬁe:.L,sla - of “dvvoia

to a small island aoutting Izmir. These refugecs ienerally are

resoved oy the so-callea partisans rom athens to Evvoiaand

&re

&
L¢3

ub off ou tue suore at e Turkish isles afted s
routine wiu iorsalities walch are alrectew by rejresentatives

of the Jewish Ageucy, bthaey secure their visas for Palestine.

[

The Tirkish police tas<e the passengers to Izmir where the Lritisy

sroceed Ly traiun. to Palsstine.

nwaber of relfugees arrived fros lzmair-since” October, (1945 -
- Januaiy,: 1
i : G february,; 1944 ~ 33

T s <. - B N e
Gai's Kabsky, please culargc on tals Opérabion’ witi SBulpest

o

January;

4s Lo oW wWe cai: nelp).

aericans clu;;ucstii%elfj are fpgp’p‘;:ueuted,fzit—tlléf avove
islanu poiabs. Tue critlsn previously assxrs; ﬁedfinr Lm,se movements
inroraally. Youuy tuis Lls .iore necessary and’tie b’l’i’tirskrlva‘ild
wiericans nave askea to ve peraitted Lo concentrate on t‘neif

ovi:: political runctioans in this area.




June ¢, 1944

Cranord By Cohan on Grzeca.
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in April 1941 s0e
nroperty -0oi-Grsek ¢
rage and-relixion would boire
of ‘occupa bion. - Afterigignin
Tholakoglu. =Ho was ong:of
the srmistice Gommisgion and one of:the most:
tant signatories, selzed authority an rmed -
first Greek zovirnment £0 ing the capitulations
Upon seveéral occasions. Germans urged Tsolakoglu
o pus into effect the Basi-laws apninst the Jawse
In an ofific! declaration;- however, General’ Tsolak-
i she! war the ‘Jewlsh problem in,
1 dered in ita pelaiion 1o the = .
da . Jewish problem.: fhua tho-dew thi guept
was sot aside for a cert i timés ATberue Tall.
of the Tsolakoglu goveinmenb. and the appointment
of the nogoinetopoulos governmenb. thud ish guestion
come un u 1 and perzeculions . of every. degree of
cruclty and barbarism: besan & Jewish
minority. ) S ; SR

Foreed fLabox.

On- July 1i, 1942 the 1.

male Jawa from 18 to 45 to

Tipftheria (Diuverty Sgunare) of:f :
or Tovced labor, About,lQ*l?,OOO'puople;:including
tnose wounded on the Albanian front,,ussembled in
the square, In the. orowd there wag a large number

of war victimg, wishout. eyes, wilhout-arms and’"
without legs. At 8 G, 0fflcers: hegan an
ingpection of % idates for forced Labor.

They selectbed priucipﬁllyjshose;persods who, from
their boaring snd appearance, weré thHought: to telong
to tho better wlassess These vietims wera: Torced,

undsr tnreat of beini whipped oy shot,: Lo gaue. -
fixedly at the hot July sun:for minutes. at.a vime,

without beins allowed -to-make il slightegt move-.

ment, eoither of eyes or bodye IT anyone: lowered

his eyes or turned his gaze aglde through.sheer
physical necessity, he was whipped until the vlood

ran. After thiz torribvle’ ordeal: she unfortunute

victims wore obliged to porform-physical exorclses
without stopping until 2 -patte, which resulted in
thoir complete exhaugstions. Anyone who stopped

for an instant; because he was worn out and.at’

the end of his stfength, was viruck with the

whip and kioked repeatedly. Those who falnted

and fell to the ground were rovived by having

pails of icy water poured down thoir backs . and

they were obliged to =0 .on with: the frightful
ex:rcidé, ‘thiz tortupe lasted from-8 a.ms to




\ © 2 pume s Bach jofthe victims
: numbe red xoTe caris - Noi content:
outrages, - th: te.ordered ihiiir 1)
back to iheir-homes-and dquired them- 1o run
the ¥irat:150-meters or %0 ‘on on gll* fours;
turning somersailts or rolling in the dustein s
Po:ks of police~dogs were: gebt.on the mothars,
wives ‘and children of thelvyictims whoowere ih
the square. ant #ho would-not Kedp from expregs—

ing their anguish by angry erieg of provest. -

thithe” above
stilms Lo gor

The baloonies and windows:.of. the large buildings” : : T e e L
. on Plateia Flefthoria were raserved:bh 4-day for :
o the Germon Ladiés of the city gnd fo Gerian
<7 officers who showed thdir,sadistic'plcasﬁrefin
e - this. frightful speciscle by enthusiagiic = -
= expressions of -joy und hearty -applaunge.
’ spectators also took 1% upon Lhemeelves
niotofraph snd Tilm these BEeNES,

Theose
60 -

Sohe sondltions in whivh ths poor devils were
made %o work in the unhealthy Slons ol e
jMacedonia and hard labot s
of Lthom wers o sl n paijure:thet mos
laborers besate 111l and e outputiof.}
was noticeably affscted. At thig point the: -

) German commission, with the ungcrupulousnéss
> o wnich i always a characterictlc. of Garwan::
propozitions, a=proached the Jawish’ community
through ths mediation of the;Germun:oyerseer, ,
Johannes #iller, with the proposal %o exonerate ’ el LT
the Jews of all ferced labor il a rangom. of - :
% pillion drachmes was paid, - Discussions on
L~ this gubjeet ended in an agresment contained
. in a document signed by an authorized repre-
sentantive oi the German authorities, Profesyor
Mork., In thiw document it was clearly.-stated
that for a year, that is until Septetber -
October, 1943, the Jews would not be.disturbed,
as lon: as ths ransom vas paid at the:atipulated
intervals. The Jews of Saloniga bled: themgelves
white in order %o pay the enormous ransom and as
gsoon as th: last ingtalment was paid, the ' Govmans
in their usual manner forgot their written promise-
and in violation of th:ir signature bousn the
savage measures which are described below,s

Not content with attacking the living Jews of
dalonica, the Germuens found means and excuses
to ottack the dead also, One fino morning. -the
Jewish community was invited torgend ‘represen- :
tatives to a cowmmlssion which had been aet up |
to expropriate the Jewismh cometery. It ig not |
necegsary to state that the Jews were obliged : AT'
S o ;
=




0. take part in.thiss isgion for-ihe: gole
purpose of héaring=th condemnation, ‘and .:-
not to offersihe least bit of advices They
wers Lold that frowm-thap moment. the cemetery’
was expropriated for thi-purpose of-waking a
“large park and. pv viding road “sonneeting it
with the various supurts.  Yorkers set about
&1 swantling $he tombs and ‘diginterring -the
dead, - Jews-living in . sloniga:were :allowed
to. carry away-the i ns. of: thair dear ones’
4t they arrived iy time.. Ve want to-draw

- caitention o uha fact ‘that the Salonica "
cemetery. was ol the greatest historie valueg,
dating from the filrst’ nturiesof the Chrigtian
ey, There wers:in- this cometery’ very .ancient
grave 5iones with-very important incriptions,:
The work of deostroying +he cemetery was done
in such-hagte thnt very. few Jaws succeeded -in
findins the remains of thuir familizgs and re=
lutivese Recznbly buried dead were thrown
o the dogs. .

Ghetbo Badges and Declaration of Property. -

Toward the end of February, 1943, tthe momend:’
when the-last installment,of'the'runsom;was'paid,
the Z.5. selected parts of=ithe olty in which all ;
the Jews werc 4000 voniineds: Pter taking all
their propartyy tHe Se9. obliged-the Jewxsg. t0 L
feave Lhoir homes: and shut thepselves up inbuild=
ings in the designated'sections,Vthreatening—to
shoot anyonc who refused {to -obey: the order.
degimins with ehildren of »two. ysars, all Jocws

were obliged to wear on their ochests a-distinc-
{ive badge, which was quite large, yellow in

color and represented a Magen David. This
distinctive badge wag-salled a "CocardeM. The ..
cocarde was numbered. .. Jewg were forbidden under
p.nalty of death 4o leave the concentration area.
If an exceplion was made and a Jow was authorized
1o circulate outside the ghetto, he wag not allowed
to make use of any transporbation-facilities. TR
After the Jews had heen.concentrated in the section
called the Ghetto, they received printed {orms. upon
which they were to declare thelr pursonal and- real
propertys. Under threat of terrible torture every
Jew was obliged to. make:a most detailed. declara—-
tion of everything he possessed,xincludihg farni=
ture, -clothes and-underclothes, -As soon as the.:
5.8, recelved these Torws, rotbery and:plllage




werd aystemstically carrl
mon th the wnfovtunate J
all thqir'proparty,andmevgry?mp
It ig impossible. Yo describe tha-t S
gnffering cnused by all sbrts;ofEErivaiionéi—ﬁd'
and:abusej the fsc 4455000 people:Looked: -

upon Geath-ag »only  S0uree. o “raliefiis s
indicative of “they worg oblig 47 to endurcs

Bacon Hirsch Concentraiion

L2 LY

i

bt

orary vlace of

=hi. cawp wag used ag. a
internpment for those dJew G vere Lo be
doported sg-fogt as sursd became available
A group of 23500 persons: was Fivet taken
the Ghetto and;interned'atraabq. Hirsd
Thouunnis 0 PCOPL e,y ~TRgH] ega ol doxy @ge o
nd family were orowded into-ihe camp nellmell,
and vontined under sonditiong so terrible from
the poine of view of hygienae ihat trey  cannot
possibly be degoribeds  Woe 10 anyone wWho i
dared malks the slightest timid rzquests  Thexe -
were bterrible scenes. = familieg were divided,
moshers seorched for-tl 17 ehildren, muzbands:
for bhoiv wives, Childr were generally left
behingd in the ghetto =hi (he Ly pareniy  we: ]
token 4o Garon Hirsch.. UE yuﬁorhupateiinmz 9"
¢t Baron rech werg hob only obliged -tozendure -
great physloes suffering yesulding Irom bunger,
thirst and cold, bul every evening at.1C: they
were torced under threst of.death to dance Znd-
show every sign of galety, while the S.5. turned
upon ‘hem the brilliant lights-r uited Tox
making Tilms which woul< prove %0~ the world how

¥

harny Lhs Jews were to be under'ﬁermaniprotedtipn!,?
umsrate in-further

Phepe Lo nol time 01 space to en
detail ithe terrible gufferings v
cnderwent at the Baron Hirs

18

‘the'd

As acon as freight cars were . nvallable, -meny . -
women and children ware pllediin <7707 40 80:4n
cars .hat wers large enough.for not qoee Tthan ©-
30 to 40 proples The hygicenic conditions of
these carg were deplorable; ithore was no _venti--
iation; only one can of watar wes gllowed and )
another can wis provided for personal necessit
The i1l and those suffering,£r0m~Luberculosis
wers crowdad in with the healthy.,  The ours

were sealed J

iese
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The Governor=Gencral of sdonia, Siwonideg,
snd his o ficiols werc umaoved by the, German.
measurcs ageinst the Jewse ha newspaper -
NEA EVROPI, whoue e tor-in~ghiaf was ‘Eliadl,
published menacing ariicles fuh-the eipress
purpose of arousing +he Grsekd o1 Salonica .
againgt the Jews. The siniyted Papa nohoum: -
was the head of this group of bortursra. He=-
and his acconplices have amassed large fortunes
from the confiscated Jewioh property and they
make a public display of that faocte

w

However, special mention mugt he made. of the
extremsly humanitarian attitude of the Qre=
tho¢0x Church in tiis tragedye :The Arch= ..
bishop of Athens and all Greece, ‘Danasklnos,-
whose name sihould be written in letters of:
gold in %hi annals of reoend.ycuars, showed
a opirit of :ublime gacrifice and practical

I




“anderstanding druly worthy ofla great Pasiors
It.is %o him that we owe the famous protest  «:
. agoinstthe crimss committed apainst the Jews.
. of salonica, a protestiihat’the Togothetopulos
povernmont vofused to:makes “Thig protest was
“dyawn; up. by the' Archbislop:himself . at  khe
memorable reunion of the ' presidents of 3L .or=-
ganizations '0f Athense :ThoArchpishop was the
. first to sign the protest; -the others folloved.
A small committee was appointed, whichy in. - -
T -collaboration with %0 Jewish--dalegated, -shent
“the entire summer in: preparing system: of
niding and providing meang of esoape foriihe::
Jaws 0f “Atheng in Gase thé sa messures  were
taken An Athens ~ as had been-applied. by the. :
Gerrans. in Salonicas. Yhon th ‘Arahbishop,went
with Profesgor Louvaris to prosent the ‘sudject
to Albenburg, th: German - delugote for Greece,-
Altenburg asked them-cynically not to mix-in
Jowish affairs, inasmuch as the decision: 1o
use Gthe game measures oF porsecution-against
the Jows of- Athens gs had: baen employed-in.. -
salonica had been definitely and:irrevocably |
akene. R LR e T
On Soptember 2L, 1943, ~ - that is, several
wooks after the Goérmans took over iy :
Italiang tne dirsciion oF d#ffairs 4
tha Grand Rabbil of Athensg »
the Gestepo office: wheresheiwas 10
Jewish property, privote oricoimunify, vds
cxproprinted end that anti-radisl ncasures
uld ve taken ifmpediately. - He wap 2aked
1o submlt a detvailed-inventory of comrunal
property: and a ligt of important irngividuals
for the purposs of forming.d so-called cownunal
council, Two days later the Grand Rabbi, through
the aid of BAM, disappeared with all- his relatives.
thus thwarted, she Germans appointed . commission
of unimportant persons of doubtful_integrity and
asked tho Athenian Jews 10 registeérs - Az could
bz foresgcen, almost all the Jows of Athens went
into hiding in the houses: of Greek frisnds: where
many of them still .are. -Only & few poverty- :
strickun Jows, old men, invalids, andwery rare—
1y entire families who unfortunately had been:
vetrayed by traitors in Sermsn. service, -registered.
These wera the Jews, 800 in number, who were. ... :
selzed on March 24; 1944 and thrown.into ‘the
Haidari concentration bamps ~From Lhere they
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Dear ¥r. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Joseph Schwarts
was received through the American Embassy in Paris under
date of March 4, 1945: :

} _ PR
“Begarding projected emigration from Greece even
Ybefors receipt your cable have advised Resnik that
prices excessive and that all emigration from -
Balkans should be handled by Passman. - Kaplan
Jewish Agency agrees price excessive and bas heard
nothing concerning this entirs project.?

Very truly yo&s,

Florencé ﬁodel - .
Agsistant Executive Director =

¥r. M. A, Leavitt, Secretary,

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
270 Madison Avenue,

New York 16, Hew York.

v

for

HBHutchison: 3/6/45




INCOMINGV ' © . .DIVISION OF ~

'CENTRAL SERVICES
TELEGRAM - TELEGRAPH SECTION

DCG-117 i PLAIN
P;ris
Dated March 4, 1945
Reetd 4:16 a.m.‘SVth.,,

3ecretary of .State,

BUNTRBL b

1021, Fourth
¥ :

FOR MOSSS LEAVIT AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COLiITTEE
TROM JOSEPH SCﬁ ARTZ
y
"Regarding proontEd'émigration from G}EEGE EVEN
before receipt your cable have ad?issd Résﬁik that -
priceEs EXCESSIVE and that all Emigratiﬁn frdm Baikans’
should be handled by PaSsman, K;plan Jewish AgEnCyf

agrees price excessive and has heard nothing concerning

this entire project.”

CAFFERY




DEPAF(!D'I;_MENT . OUTGOING . DIVISION OF "
: : o CENTRAL SERVICES -
STATE TELEGRAM - TELEGRAPH SECTION'

v i ,A,) /
. VLMA zf,

Cpilhe -

68
‘Februsry 2L, 1945

I

AIHIBASBY S g ;@ ;‘gg?p

PaRIs .
699, Lweniy ~firsta

rfaaee Geliver follouing messagé %o Joseph,sahwaftz
from e 4o Qea?itt of Emeriean Jewleh Joint Distribution
Compittee, throush Har Refugee Doard:

UCTE Neference Pé;nik’s eable nrojccted endpgration
900 children 100 adulse from Greese e Alsturbed execssive
cost 800 per oassage Unless enigration of group is ratber
of 1ifo and death we ¢cnnot dutherire such Lxeeasive eostSj?
even by pertisl pavilelpation advige your rpcommenua?lor

Ui \aU(J YA

CREW
(Acting)
(GLM)

VRS IV S KG
2/21/46




CABLE TO AMFFICAN FMBASSY, PARIS, FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD,

Pleage deliver following messsge to Joseph Schwarts from i A,
Leavith of Amnerican Jewigh Joint Dietribution Committee:

- QUOTE  REFEVRHCE RESKIK'S CABLE PROJECTFDESIGRLATION 900
. CITLDTEN 100 ADULTS FHOM GREECE WE DISTURBED EXCESSIVE -
- © COST $600 PER PASSAGE UNLLSS EMIGRATION OF QROUP IS WATTER
OF LIFr AND DEATH WE CANROT AUTHORIZE SUCH EXCRSSIVE CGSI8
EYEN BY PARTIAL PARTICIPATION ADVISE YOUR RECOMMERDATIONS.
UHGUOTE -

Coy et B ownit Ty

2:30 p.m.
February 17, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel,
McCormack, OtDwyer, Files :

RDrury 2/17/45




dJ. W. Pehle

- Assistant to the Secretary



you: from} T .
merican Legolion in Lishon tier

o i
pessenger fron [thr'x-s t,o H -[‘ It fs reported: \,hat
E cerulfu.e Tas - 1 € ure-ds
f ,ou Lgree lndlc: te
syment: ‘cin_be
't:.' 11C” "z.gnp.,."

Helhe Leaviti; uecxat&ry,

“Lecn Jewish' Joint Distribuiion CoL.ulLtt.c
dison: Lvenue),

¥ork 16, Hew Yori,




SARTMENT
OF
STATE

INCOMING g i DlVlSION OF i
= o NTRA “
' TELEGRAM T‘Iz‘iEG‘EA'E»S Es"‘é‘é%sn

PEN-508 Dﬁ\- B“P¥ u';/t / T
Lisbon: :1
]o y . S
DatEd FEbruary 1945

Rec'd 11444 pams

Secretary of State,

PARTIMENT OF- Sinq

Wiashington, Ej
| FEB1oO1945. |-
292, Ninth f BoL |
i LIAISON nEgy 7 i
WRB 397 JDC 163 FOR LEdVITT‘FROM‘ﬂﬂH}LD TROBC

a
REsnlk cables "Projected Mosad Emlgratlon SChEmE

from Greece involves movement of 1,000 of ‘whor 900
JLildrEn 100 escorts. Proposed that first grbup 5QQ
ready early March on two atall]vssssls. At}ﬁﬁiérstags
cost excessive approximately $600 psr,pgséénggr from
Athens to Haifa, It is reported that czftificéﬁES'
will be made available, Ve are asxed ‘to: parulclpatE
which I recommend, If you agree 1nd103t£ basls on
which we can participate. Payment.can bE qus ‘in

Palestine", 4dvised Schwartz and MaghEs.,,‘

RB . NORWEB




_ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT AT

FROM: Seoretary of state,»Washingtqn

TO: Anerican Embassy, Ankafé;,; e —
- ) . V:'%gf"g'?l; 5
DATED: June 26, 1944 : gt 5\; E‘

 NUMBER: 671
¥

FOR HIRSCHMANN FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Please refer to memorandum of May 15 concerning rescue

of Jews in Greece prepared by Alfred cohen“gndafégwgrgéi_ﬁdﬁYQ

the Embassy in Ankars by Ambasssdor Mac Veagh/athEiré.:,t,
We aweit report from you before taking actian;bnxdéhen's

recomeendations.

THIS IS VAR REFUGEE BOARD CABLE TO ANKARA NO._ 69 .

X

e

HULL . L

'DECLASSIFIED: - - g
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72 Lo

By R. HPurks Dats M ~

SEP 191972-




CABLE 10 :"BASSADB‘I STEINHARDT FOR HIRSCHMH FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Flease refer to- memorandum of Hay }5: coneerning rescno of : '
Jews in Greece prepared by Alt‘red Cohen and forwarded to tho Mnsay

in Ankara by Asbassador Mac wkagh at- cairO. g

Yo await report from you befare taking act.ion on. bohen'a

- recomexxiatione. SE
Tis is Wer lefuges Bosrd cable to inkars Hou 0

Beely) Lbrehemson, Cohn, DuBois, T‘Nedven, Uodel,
r, lam, Stewart, Centrsl Hleg, Cable -Control Files

23/l




LINRICLE J‘B.f‘"Y
" -mear the .
. _GOVLINKI r"r OF :GRENCS

: catro, Egypt, -
) . - May 31, 1944,
“No. 125. ' SRR RS

Subject Rescue of Jews from Greece.

ToNTROL gy

The H bl 5 1 GUFEERE S L s o

© g’ggrSecietax'y of State, %h 7 ‘gf 3,-@{ ;L =
Washington. : : i

'ith reference to my despsteh no. 113 of Mauy 18,
1944 and previous correspondence coneerning the rescue
of Jews Trom Greece, I bave the honor to transmit.
herewith a further memorandum on this subject daved
¥ay 15, 1944 prepured by Alfred H. Cohen, Whos¢ memo~ -
- . rendum of April 27, 1944 in the same connectlon wus”
°  trsnsmibted %o the Department with despateh mo. 107
- 7 of Muy 2, 1844, The main points covered in this later -
memorandum, which is somewhat more Getuiled thun the -
previous one, vere reported in the Imbassy's telegram
no. 158, Hay 17, Noou.

LA eopy of this memorundum has been given 6 Mr..
Irving S. Friedman, Treusury Department representutlive
in Cairo, vho will appreciute it if the Depurtment. will
olso moke & copy avallable to the Treusury.:

The mbassy 1s forwarding o ‘copy of this despatch -
and its enclosure to tie Embassy at Ankara for its: -

information,
Respectmny 'yours s
Lincoln MacVesgh
Enclosure:
Hemorsandull.

Sent in original und hectogruph to Department,
‘file no. B48;
HaH/WB/ea.




UELORAID
'I‘he Roscus of Jews Renmixzinh in Greece

A .

‘Tho Presont Situation of Jews in Grecge o e

l. pDeportation of Jews from Norihern Greece..

Jews of ull the Co.,mnities in Macedonin (except thosa oi‘
Kastorlu) und Thruce were deportéed about a yesT 8g0.. :They represent
; 3/4 of Hellenile Juduism. According to imformution received from
J reliiblo sources, it is unlikely bhat the .zajozity of then will
survive,

11, 'I‘he gams measures lesding io ion havesince been
ended x.o ic rest Of tne eountrz. : :

- Towards the end of September 1943, rtez: the dmmrall of

.- Ituly, Germun measures of extverminution were extended to -the
remainder of CGreeee, There were, therefore, 20 to 25,000 Jews in-
distress still in Greecc seven months ago, living in uhe following .

towns: s

Athens : Arta
=~ Halkig Preveze

VYolos : Corfu
lurisse Zunke
Tricgula Patrus
Kerditse - . .. Condla
Yannina Horaollon
Kastoriu - Rethynmnn

III. The condition of the Jews in Athens &t thc time of tho
angIIcatIon oF Alici=d 8Wis NeGaures, :

The condition in which the Jews of Athens found thdmselves i
at the time of the applicuation of /mti-Jewlsh meusurcs was esgentlal-
ly different from that which coufromted those J.ivin{r in the provin- :
clal towns, . :

It 1s estimated that In September 1943, the ‘number of Jews
in sthens was from 8 to 9,000, of which sbout one hali were resldents
of the cupitel und the cthor hslf, refugees who hud escaped from :
Mucedoniu muinly from Sulonica. The residents of Athens had the
udventage of having riumerous friends and acquaintances who helped
them to hilde; also their fortunes were still intact; but they had
the disudvuntage of being easily traced by the local Gestupo agents, ,
and a small number of malefuctors iptercsied in bluckmuiling. On S
the other hund those who hud esosped Irom Suloniksa luaeked sufficlent AT
support in abhens; most of them huving never been there before,
found it very a:m icult to hide, However, most of thelr property :
was left in Sulonileh where it hud been confiscated dy the Germans, 1
Thus, & great number amongst them were without funda, Under these i
circumstances it must be very dairricult, Af not mpossible for: than
to continue hiding in Athens.

IV. Hoy meny Jews sre still hiding in atheme? b R P -
It is impossible t;o know the present n\unher of J'ews still ‘ ,

SEP 19 ]972
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in hiding in Athens. : However; & conservative estimate would be
about 5,000 if one tzkes into uccount-— . .

~{a)— Those vwho huve been rerlstersd by the bestupo,*thesefrf:
wiho have been interned and deported ave belicved to be 700,

although otheyr informution cluims: 1% o be 8,000, LT T ,ﬁ"if,;

(b) Thosawhc huven up to the present tiae reuchea thc
iiddle Zest, do not excced 400. - . A

(¢) Those who have since tﬂe7béginnin5—adatteréd aither;in"

" the Pelopomnessus or ln other regions controlled by Partisuns.: - . e

Difficultics existing for Jews 8111 hidln;'infhtheﬁa.

After seven months of life under such exueptional conditions,
most of the Jews must by now be short of money, which greatly endan=
gers their reslutive safety. ORly those possessing money huve any
hopes of escuplng the present persecution; ix which the life of
every Jew 1g threstened clther in one way or another.. It 1s true
that under these clircumskinces,. the soliderity snd unanimous support -’
of &1l clamsos of the Greek people were -menifested towerds the !

Jews. Nevertheless, as mudt be expected, thers 416 8 number of
secret wgents. ol thc Gestupo and bluckmuilers, who gue extremsly .

- dungerous. -Lioreover, one must consider bhuts

{a) 1living conditions in ccecupled Greecc, purticulurly 1n -
Athens, cre such that those who assume the risks of rboring .
Jews mAst rightly obtain a materisl compenaation which will permit
then to provide for their own needs,

.{b) Jews in alding are Qdeprived of ratian cavrds 1ssued by
the I.R.C. C., which meuns thet they mmust obtain these provisiona
at faubulous prices on the blaek murkeso :

(¢) they st face other extreordlnary expenses: 1 -5 obt&ining
fulse identity cards, sttempts of escaping which turn out to- be
unsucceagful ste.

{d) +the presumption that every Jew 1s ricn and possesa 1arge
quuntities of gold aggrovates thelx dirxiculties, - .

(e) the fuct thut they huve been living ‘hiaden und hunted has
no doubt diminished their self-confidence, thus rendering them -
ine.pable of muking clear and adequaie decisions “An tne face of )
the muny dengers they no doubt encounier, E :

{(f) ‘they have absolutely no possibility of earning their
own living.

Vi. The fate of the Jewsn the rovinoia towna,

There is no inforution vhetsoever; on the fute or Jews 1n
the provinelal towns. It Lc omly known that those.of Hulkls and
Volos huve abandomed their homes and joined the Partisens in those .
dlatricts. It is presused thut the Jews of Lurlssa,. Triccala,. . . R

Zorditse, Arta, Preveza, Yunnina, Xestoris and Pubtras knowing the
fate of their fellou Jews of Salonika wnd oiher [iecedonian and
Thraclun towns must huve done likewise. :

The Jews from the provinifel towns, who have been uble to.
Join the Purtisans run less risk of beiny extorminuted by the .
Qermans. The Germans, not having sufficient forces, have up to.Dovi
avoided systematic pursult of the Guerrillusj. they have tucitly i
aebandoncd the administrution of many distriots so long us thelr i
1ines of communication are mot interfered with. --But, of course, :




1living conditions are. nob esgy tuere ind bt‘orod‘d:iiffi:ciﬁ.ﬁés*ar'e’
great. ’ : c LI Dol T

vII. The condibions of the Jews-op: 'trher 'Isiands}-_—:: R

The Jews 1iving iu Corfu amd ‘Zente hud Do poésﬂ.bi‘ivif;&— of S
joining the Partisens nor had they any serious  chulice of hidling. -

_As to those of Crete, it 18 :ieported that-inm ilircheApril 1043, they :

hud not been imterncd nor- deported as thoge living in” the other

' Germen occoupiced reglons of Gresce, ‘probubly due to: $ransportation

dirficulties. However, accordlng to receut unconfirmed . information;
the Jews of Heruelion wers cll mussecred in fields: outslde: the ]
towvn, several months ago. i ST e e T R S e

- As to the Jews of Rhodes and-Cosy; agcofaingi'téﬂ-1;11‘01‘?1Ltion;

from positive sources until lust Pebruary no drastic anti-Semitie . -

measuros hud: yet been put lnto effeet.

VIII. The fundemental condition for u éuccessrul E'lan 1n'réséu1n5 .
the_dcuss. . R S

The fundementul condition £or a successful Rescue Plan for

- Jews £%i11 living in Greece lies in close-and astive ¢olluboration -

of:
{a) the Free Greel Governuent o )
(b) the werlous nNresk Underground and Resistunce -
: Orgenizations R
{¢) +the ilur Refugee Bourd -
(d) UINOBORCA. - s - e
{e) all Jewish Orgenizations: interested in saving Jevs.
. . Do} _the }iddle Bagt fs an

An exceptionxl opportunity Lor the éobrainatibn of &1l éffoft:s'—

which wre actuslly being displayed from various sources, presents .
1tgelf in connection with the comfcrence which is being held in.

the Lebanon betuween the Free Greek Government and representatives
of ull Greek politieul purties und Resistance Orgenlzations. It 18’
therefore, nccessary bthut tie question of suving Lhe Jows be put
forwurd at this conferenmce snd 1t is hoped that the opportunity
will not be missed, L Sl :

Xo Necessity of obbulning accurste informution:

The £irst importunt step is to get acourule 1nr01'lnation on thg“ '

conditions of Jews 1iving ot present in Athcns and in the couniry.

i7ith mgurd to the latber no inf'ormztion whatsoever, has reached us .

since the pu.ting into effect of the anti-Jewish meusures.
Chlefly 4t is indispensable to know: :

{a) the number of Atuenian Jews who huve been interned or
deported. B e

(b) the number of Jews arrested, glven away, or ‘executed
since the intensifigution of tiie persecution (by the
end of March 1944) and the number of those villo were.
compelled to report to the Gestupo sinece then. B

(o) what did the Jews @0 wieén the clvilian population was -
compelled to renew their ldentity cards uat ble beginning

[ e o il
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of the year?2. Is it posslble: o obialn fulse ldentity
eards under tié mew Hermun regulutions on tho satler?
Is 1t possible to. find out if the Jews hiding in ‘Athens
were uble: to obtaln these curds thiouyh the underground:

Orgunlzations.

(a) does the :utsling Jewish commnhél'connéli set up by the
¥ Germsns still exist? “het do thelr activities consist
of. . B e e

{e) do the Germans use the Services of the few Jé\ﬂiékf‘
truitois (Hasason ete) wito, sccordin;, o rumours were
brougzht to .thens? ;

(£) what were the resulis. of tic .Tehbishop's utiecipt o T
have war invallds, iafunis; the uged; sty exeumpted?

(g) have ull the Jeus actuully,QVAéuqbéd Hdlkié;,volds,x"'
Larisss, Farditse, Triccsla, «rig, Preveza, Jannina, -
Fustoris, sné Jutrus to join the Purtlisuns? .- 7w

(n) from what provincial touns, 1f shy, huve the Teus been’ -
upable to esoape to the hills?: How muny of thed have:
been intorned, deported, or mussaered in edch’of these
touns?. ] B

. - ”

(1) which regions controlled by Purtlsuns are awinly giving

o FT shclter to Jews? -~ Are they grouped or dlspersed? -Under
T viket conGitlions imve vuecy been living untll ihe present?

Whit i@ tlelr heslth ststus?, Have tiey wany--fundst

{3} whut is setually known sbout the condi tions of Jews in
Corfu wnd .~unte? (most likely ialormution could be obtuined

from the Allied Services in Joulhern Ital{ und from Partise

uns opcraving in Northern iplrus,:-lbunia

{k) what ure thc condicions of Jows in Creue;,Cundia, iler=
aclion, und Rehymmon? lIluve they been interuned, deported,. -

- mus.ucred or huve lhie
the hiils?

{1) ho. muny Jews from salonike hgiéxbeén fignting Gith.'

Purtisans in the Olympus rcglon siunee April 1943?:fAreil

xI. WUWhet cuh be

()
{v)

(c)
(a)

(e)

therve «ny women =Ind children ith them?

gone for Jews in .thens on pructiesl grounds:

Provide them with false identity curds, complyin, with
new regulablons. e
gront Satoricl wld both to shose wishin,; to leuve the
town as well as to t.03¢ heving pluusible Teusons.-lor
requining, : .

find shelter for thosc uho are compelled:to leave their

preseni refuge. : R -
relieve the burden oi the purents by udml.cing to children
institutions infents who hinder or reunder. impossible thedlr
moving uhout from ome place to unother, thereby: jeopurd-~
1zing the 1ife of the cniire fumily. : :
advise, help and direct the evacuuziion of the greatest
possible number of Jews Irom nthens area; the smaller

the number of Jews remaining in. ..thens, the creuter the
chcnees of security for tho.e unuble to move, those

goin; in bhe vicinlty to vegloms comtrolled by Partisans
enjoy better living conditions, more sufety, provided . -
they regeive regul.r rinuncial suuport, sufticlent food :
ugd”@edicines. e ! - :

B

For_seourlty

y been uble-tgfjoinithe'?urtisang 1p,5 




{e} For security and other reisons-.they: should of course
be scattercd as much ag posslble. - at a luter: dite
meuns of ‘hel ing Gtiem escape o the ilddle Hast might:

- -be comsidereds . . o fEeoTn

(£) organize more e&stqmatically'the'eséaﬁéBVSy'éaiques'
and - improve the wesns. of such-egcapes by Bou. -

(g) corsiully avold mention of the Jewish problem in -
¢cluidestine press, as the réaction:of the (egtepo -
would cazuse moie halm thﬂn*therbenerititb1bé'der1vgd.

{h) - endsuvor to spread the idea:bhat 1t-1s un-anti- T
notlonsl actitude to explolt the Jews in hiding,- Such'-
exploltation generslly . ends in giving uway of the -
poorer cluse of JewB. o = ool n : T

BIY, The sending of funds Ty

WOrK,
pLCECT R

The above outlike sufriciently 1llustTetes thut ome OF ‘tho
most efieetive ways of contributing to the resculng of Jews s5111
in Creece is to provide them with fumds. = .- eI

These runds should be entruated'to,feliable'pbrsons,'an”wiii
gce Lhat the money reaches tie needy. - S AR P

¥TTI. Difriculties to be meb wlih in ¢ oxecutlon of tie_above
sclodulcd assistkulice. S il - -

A A A A S e
{

The putting into effect of tnej§DOVQ'heﬁbioﬁed proposuls would
preseny umuny Giiriculiles: - ok o e

(4) the addrc:ses. of harbored Jews are 1ot, oT course, knowm, -
por those siving refuce to them and tuose who Know people sheltering . -
them zre obviously cereful nob tovreveql,itc EERE S .

(b} Jews eund Christicns are mistrustful of unknown p.1sSONsS '
offering to help them; thus ror ingtanee any £ood advice or offer
of ossistence will be met with extremé cuution fearing iy muy be
a trap set by the Gesiupa, SR Tl RS

(e} 4t will often bo dAfficult to convince them to Beparate -
menbers of the game families (i.e. old from young invselids Iron
the physically £it); in most cuses such u sepurution would glve
greater security to bobh sides, -

(d) the sm«ll number of people teking edventuge of the
sltuction in which the Jews in ithens find themselves at present
have from the very begimning spreud rumors of imuginary dangers. :
on evecuating bhe capitul. LEver simcc October last, tusse wlurming- !
rumours were being spresd on one hand by the organizers -of depurtures
to the hills uand on the other hund, by the. organizars: of departures
for the Middle bust, with the result ‘that- most of the Jews preferred
to remuin on the spot. : : i e

i

(e} owing to the unavoiduble ciroumstunces Gue in most cuses
to the difrerent intermedizries, 1t is most likely that:finsnelal y
help will eveniuslly reuch 1ts ultinute destination in-e much more |
reduced amount, )

" The dirficul}ties mentioned above will have to bo ovcreome Witk
ull the'mdﬁ&%ﬁhu e berisl resourcos at our dilspysals S
4. - " . <
i

ol e - : o




-

S =T e

{a} Above wll; we mustenlist the support:of the Orthodox .- -
chwreh whose high prestige togeblier wilh hexr various activities L
was so helpful last Octuber, - sll sxisting organlzations working
in the underground -or openly; -who have greatly contributed in -
spurin; the Jews from Mazl extermination, should be required to-
cooperate. : T e e PP :

. {b) The Church, professional orgunizutions -und underground -
groups obviously kuow & greut number ol Jows now in hiding us well
a8 Ch-igtiang sheltering Jews or being indirectly connected wlth =
_them. . The few Jews who huve contracted mixed murriuges and thers=
fore are not subject to snt{-Jewlsl messurcs wust be able to truce -
their relubives und friends. The 400 refugees who ‘have aiTived -in
the -itcdle fust could wlso give us some inlormition. The: Catholio -
Church hus wlso helped shelber Jews. @ -t-izioi T

(¢) for security purposes 1t would be unwise to. disclose

thédr hiding placee. The only indicsation. to be given should be.
the addresses of people likely %o kaow- theme- i1l this work would..
have to be divided wnd decentralizeds -Lists:of names must not be
i1ssucd «8 they would be detrimentul not only to:the -Jews-themzelves
but also to thcir Christicn frionds who are trying to help ihcm,
“No doubt the expericnce ol the underground. orgunizabions ‘would be’
of great vulue ln this matter. - e RISt S

(4) In urder Lo ensure the equel’distribution oy :lfunds a
process f receipts should be eptwblished whereby no nume .of the =
disburser should appeur on the reccipt, but only the sum, dute and - -
~aignature of the reciplent. This vonld prevent abuses, the inter-
mediuries realising that tue alsuvribution is subject to comtrol. . .
This process, of COUTE0, would. nov completely exclude. abuses, bub
would limit tacg. R R ;

{e) In Athens ut least, funds should be dlstrivuted in gold
soverci/ns becuuse of the conbinuul deprgcigtion of “the ‘logsl ourrencys

(£} The Crecic Police of Athcus muy be of sreut help (fdentity
curds, watching developmenis of Germin meamsures’ and warning the 7 0
aeople in time.) But onc must be cureiul of the few blackmullers-or - -

es bapo agents vorking inside the Uolices - Other ofriciils linked
with the present Rully Goverrmend e 1ikely to @do thelr best in
f.vor of the Jews. ) . :

" qV. Dpiificultles wnd X
Y0 _escape by gea.

Generally spewking no one in ithens knows how escupes by culques
are effected. The reason ls thut those who abtempt- L0 escape and do
succeed most often huve no mesns ol informin:, their friends of the: :
procedure end om the other hund individuals belonging ‘vo orgunizatlons :
who have contacts with the iziadle rust ‘huve very good reasons for
glving no informuiion whatso@er. Thus, - these escupes are shrouded -
in an utmosphere of gresi mysitery, apprehenslon, overvihelming diffic~
ulties and enormous risks. .Jith « sound ¥nowledge of the route to -
follow, the help of local 1nhebitunts in ome or two places, couruge
and initiatime, the chunces of suocess are great, . This hus been -
proved by the fuct that whole fomilies (infants, invullds, old people
have mupsged u successful escupe in the middle: of the-winter.: . E

The greatost dirriculty is o 1rind the rouad leading to tie E
glageaiof emburkabion along bthe coests. This is Mol ousy for people
n hiding.

By trusting unknoun intermediuries orr e;mn the captaln of a .
cuique, the risk af fflling lnto u trap gey by the Gestspo is vlweys
present. ) .

“A_Yurther -

Y dwgedo
)

ik




. A furuhe: risk 1s thet the lntermediury :ho i° pleuonding to
arranie for wm escupe 1s detuslly only. tFying to exploifi. the
person, but in this cuse the hurm 1s not so great 1 tlie escapes: -
is ewentually coaduoted to -the embarkution points they then have .
a chen¢e of belng sooner or later; put on bourd « cdelques  This- 15 T
what hes huyspened to. most Jews: who LRave munuged  to..eseuje from*
Grecce. However, thcir stuy in the cooBbtel areda coh be a very -
dirticult one 12 thelr sulling is. deluyed and they huve noy’ Suffic-'
1ent funds to buy food with, etc...— k

Another risk 1s bhut the caique muy be in poor shapc, 100 - ]
smell a motor, badly equigped or a-shipper aith:no previous exper-- -
ience in crossings. In such a cnse, of course,rtne crossinr mhy beﬁ:
f&thlo . ST St

£1) thesc esgspes have 6o be arranged throubh e number or ot
intermediaries and each one 1s intergsted in-making.a’ profit- thus,

price one cun afford.

arrvunge bhis escupe for one or two gold sovereigns, a. Jew uould be
usked at least ten to twenty and eometimes fiity or more per person,
Owing to the present conditions in ‘Greece such sums are avelluble -
to & spell number of Jews only.. lat freouently hi.pens is that
those possessing the monsy do nov huve Lhe requlred courage und vice
versd. S : .

- The greuatest risK of the swole adventure is the -crossing of"
.the Lvolkos strults which is comstuntly putrolled by German guarde

on thc look out for boats, Hence the reuson for orotsing the ' -
8tr.its ut nlght which tekes u;nroximntmly 4 hours 0uing to- the
swift Sea. -

. The crossing of the .egeull Sou by cuiques laaving via the mast
Coust of tie attica renders ithe trip muoch simpler dut loager.,  The -
. grewtest difficulty lies in Lthe essentilallity oi coordinuting the.
similtuneously arrival or boats w=nd escuplng purties, as: thurc -are’
no cemping fucelillities on an QOusb or uast Attica.r

The wbove mentioned notes ure Jimed ut bhOning uS clearly us
possible the nwed Lor a systeustic organliution to ehuble Tews:in
overcoming dlfiicultles und avoldlng ‘Unnecessary: risks.’ ERAR R

Personsl experience lead us to muks the rollowing suggestions:

(«) No synchronizution must he soucht between decpurtures from
Athens und sulling from the coast of Tuboea, which ut Ghe present
moment is pructicully Impossible.: It would be udvisuble to direct
a8 Moy Jevis us poscibl: from .thens to iuboes, provided survicient
bouis huve beecn secured.

(b) Disperse tuem umonyg the virlous villuges of the region
snd send them to the coust only in small groups accordlng to the
facllities os evucuution by caigues existin  ab the -vlme. -For
securily purnoses eoncentrations of reruuees on: the ocoust must: ba
avolded.

(e} In order thet evacustion of Jews rrom wbtheng to the regions
of departure muy be undertsken with the greutest possible safety, it
ig necessury to huve reliuble asslstunce, There ure locel people
uflfiliuted to seeret orgenizutions .ho exercise supervision, give -
useful udvises, procure meuns of trinsportatiom, ete, :Generslly,
they @:¢ consldered «s trustworthy people who ulso mist huve some
remuneruy;op udecuuto to ¢he services rendered. “Thegr oollaborution

i N —-l4n cg&nection i




is very poor}
trongit and pro

s B T

in conuection with assisiulice bo Tews should be revsrdeds - -

{a) The coustul reglon of luboea from whith deicues sall -
the villugers cun hardly afford their oun. lively-:
longed sojourn of NUMErous groups of .ol
These conditi

refugees aggravates tie shortage of foodstulrss

for the fe

lead to & tremendous inersuse in prices which is of no lmporteance
w-well~fo-dn, but greatly enddngers: tas existunce of the .
- It must be -added bitet-Lhe solidurity which 'should be
xpected umonyg the refugees is very of ten lacking; . &

feeling belny "Every ‘ons Tor onesell™. -

w eniorce a
But 1t seems that they bave withdrawn- Pocently fmrther .-
north lsaving purt of the sactor in-the handsof wrmod police o
Greek misling Government.  This ulteration-has: increuscd- the-

difficulties.

‘80 by a group of Purtisans;

they wore tol

m.y be presumed thi
However, it 1
but it is u bad

The Purtisans who occupied the region im October last

14ttle order in connesticn with the trausit:q:fl,

Ampng the men of this roree, whe 18 arued by the -
Germzns and who is supposedly fighting comminism, there must be.
- pumerous sples working for the Gestupo,
points of emburkation must be moved furither morth. -7 .

According to refugéés recently arrived in the I
the following, regretuble incident. occured a faw weeks.ugo:

At the moment of sailing, a caique wes prevented from doing
all the refugces ubomrd were gearched;:
11 their personul belongings, gold eto. ware taken from tham and :
d thet they (the Jews) should be contented to save

thomselves vlthout trying to save their possesslons sg welll
an ineldent scems entirely inconsistent witih the eetivity and help -
shown towerds tie Jows by the Purtisene from the be loning.
t they .ere not Paurtisamns but ordlnury mualefact- ..
s hoped that this will be the only incident of
example und deserves full atiemtion,

In order Lo relieve he reiucees durln, the
stay in the crew from wilch the depcrtures LY,

* of the prospective lncreuse of Wl
Buboes it 1s essentlal:

for the refugees thenselves.

(a) to send sup.lles for villagers who fied the refugees end. |
For exumple onm thelr way buck the 2
In the puast, supplies

cuioues might curry the necessury foodstufis.

{b)
walting for the urrivual of a boat.
if purt of the help to boe granted was glv
so s Lo uvoid strengthening the feeling
und possess gold.

The populution in this area 1s poo
These villagers having puss
the pust three years in the trull
they are thug coptr
not only Gregk e

righting forces,

men, womnqﬂand eh

wore sonctimes sent tdithe population of ‘thess resions.
potutoes, onlons, olives und figs would be appreclated.

to grant materiul ussistunce to the refugees in need . -
1t way perheps be more conven
en in the locul eurrency
that nll Jowa arewepithy

ibuting to the war eflort,

Under- such . co

1ddle iast,

1T ustully deluyed
e pluce. wnd in view
1o number(of Jews in trausit in

Jheat, corn,

r, ruther ignorunt, but hones{
ively or «ctively helped for
10 with the Middle Zust fool thuat:
Singe. last October,

11ied oiFficcrs have pussed through to- Join -the :

&

or bring vulusble informution, dbut also groups of

i1dren who are not directly connected with tie.war;

Era—
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these are the Jewlsh refugeces. All they know about them is that
Jews &re different from the rest of the people, . hy arc they S
eacaping? Why are they belng persecuted by the Germsns? .:They
do not understund the reuson for. this persecution. The Partisans
+ huve asked theas to help these Jews; thelr school teuchers heve: -
gometimes tried vo explaln to them thut these péople ale equully:
brothiers in srms, and aince the coruion eneuy-=- the Germaug = s -
- peraecuting bhemy - they-must vlso -be helped; ~they must accomodate -
and feed them thousin puyment muy sometimes be impossibdle.: The
Partisans, hoviever, ore not alWays natives of the sres they rule-
snd accordingly tney are not iully trusted by the villigers. e

- Another thing: "Jews are presumably’ ricaj" —thus. Lie: opport“nity
for proflteering, ; o

It is obvious thet under such conditions s messuge from tHe
Free Greek Government would be of the greutest utility, The
Groeks have & very highly developed sense'of peisonusl pride. . This
charecteristic should be atimuluted, They could be reminded:thut
the Christiun religlon suys "love thy neighbor; " ull men are equul"
hose who sufxer should be helpedV;  Jews are equully Greeks
One of them, & gallant ofiicer «: netive of Hulkis, the cupitul of
thelr own iclund - wes killed in eotion in the .lbanian war;
thousands of Greek Jews qelfended thelr lund againgt the inVuders,
hundreds amon st them were kllled, und i1 is upon these people :
that the Cerikns Have concentTwuted thelr hatred using the most ™
borrible meunsg at thelr dlsposal, They are determined to exter-
ninate them beceuse Jeww are declared snewies of Mezism. Besldes,
Jews ull over bhe world are friends of. Greuce snd the day is clase
whed they w111 actively show whet they cwn do to help reallise the
nationcl Greek cluaims as well w8 Tellcve :nd Tostore the country -
rulpned by the lanvaders, It Is thercfore; a nutlonul and patriotic
duty as well =8 e question of honor o help Gresk Jews in-every
possible way. It could also be mentioned thut the Help  given up
to now to Jews by the inhabitunts of tuls region iswell known . in
competent clrcles und thut morsl dnd Raterlal reward dill be:
forthcoming as n reward $0- those deservin( it

An wppeul embodying the above mentionea p;inciples ahould be
read in all the villages £ the districet. It vould be preferable
not to dlsitribute leaflets which may full inte the hunus or the
Germens who would adopt measures of reprisals.

XIX. The nece-sity of increusing the smull number of bouts Tor
toc rescue of rciugees, . -

The efforts to be mude for cncourw ing tho evuacurtion of the
Jews from Atheas in directing them towards the couast would be
useless and even harmful, 11 simultencously arlungements were - not
mude to provide an udequate number of bosts. o

Considering the geographicul posiuion of Grecce, uhich 13 one
of tho best in occupled Europe, iLlic number of escupes have buen
very few, The Jewish refugees, who have . esscuped to- the #iddls |
Bast during the l.st seven monihs hus not exceedcd 400, which
comes to un averuge of cbout B Jews: belnyg rescued per day:  One
must point out thut « good many of ‘these Jewlsh refugees reach. tue
Turkish cosst throush privute arrangements-of their own.

The smyrna Allied Aughorities huve ut their disposal many
cuiques of Giffercnt sizes, the smullest being ubleé to hold 20
pussengers wnd the lurgest 80, Since lust Octobcr thore hus been
mich tulk ubout g Jewish Orgunizution emploging 2 caioues; -some
even tullied Qr B boats. actually, we bavo hot™ as yet heard of any
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Jews crossing the fegeub Sea in one af Lbese cuiquese ”Bosides, e

ir there really exisied § or even & calques Tor the - excluslxcgggg;,g; -

use of the Jewilah Orgunizutlon, . should have been. sble in seven .
‘months time, Lo suve a mueit grecter number of. Jews. “One must '~
reckon thut most probably the JTewish Orgunization 1tself does nob -

Tun. apy bout but has an agrecment with- gsome »Hf the cuptelins of -
culcues to take refugees on-board with the promisec .of being gener-
ously rewarded. .Juch arrcnpemecnt which gcoms. $0 help-the rescuing :
of the Jews is still qulte inudequute. The good will: of the- buptainS'
in itself is not: sufriciunt-r'“ great déul deyends us well on i
competent officlicls resiﬂing in Jmyrna; e cuptein of ‘a. ciicue nill
not unuertuke the croseine unlcs he: 1s ordered to- he As ulso :

bourd znd w8 oo the point of the &reeh cougt trom which™ he uill suil.
On the otvher hund, it must be remenmbered Thut it does not Test with'
the osmyrha uutnoritics w0 rescus the Jews, thelr attributions being:
of & militury churwetecr. Desldes, the inere:sse- of Une numbéz of
refugees 15 in some wuy considerecd as a. d&ngcr 10 tie main hctivities
or the sbove mentioned service. :

These e b oresent the chicl éirficultices 1n rascuinb Jews
throush Liie iAegewn Sew, Uuder the cbove aentioned concitlonsg it is
suggested to ive the wy Kefugee Bourd tuke this mubtber up il the
ecompcvont Hlitary rutuorities in order to rchch ES s\tisfuctory ]

o ) ugreemrnt to both sides.

Furthermore, the rescué of tihe Jews must not conbinue to remdin
Auny further on wuxilisry duty but u systemntic Lnd effioiunt effort
to be met with rull attention. ;

X, Ut;lit of estioning ever, refuges ugon his,arrivhl in the

The work of resculng Jews im .ithens would be gre;tly fhcilit&ted
1F the office of tue .ur Refugee Board in Lmyrdsa would orgunlze &an
Infora-vion Depurt.ient for tn< Gucs vionin . 01 cuch Fefuve-upon
arriv.l, . SRR

{a}) On rel:tives end friends remuiﬁihg_iﬁléreé&é.
(b} On the comdibions under which :bhey ore hidinge
(e) Hou they cuh be truced, whut kiclp. they neol ete::

The inform.tion thus confidentiully obt«ined ould be extremely
-useful. Should thile inrorumziion be guthered in ;ulugtine iustead o’
Turkey, & delay or over & month .ould be cuused.

XTI,

{a) First of .1l it 1s nccescury to obtuln tue 1niormktion
ruforred to in Pore X (g through 1) in order to know the scope of
this speelal problem.

{v} Finunciul asslstince should be orbunized sccordin;; to the
number and the 11iving conditions of Jewish Refugees. - Distribution
of thie esgisi.nce should be mude under the supcrvision of the locul
Purtisan Orgunizution; this task will be more difiicult where- Lhe
Jewleh Terugecs are nOv more or less grouped togother, '

(e} Orgunize the supply and distribution of foodstuils, vitumins

und medicines where uhey «lc most needed, witn uhe colluborution of
the loccl Purtisun Orgunization, -

d) 4 messuge simil.r to the one sug. gted in pura TVIII shoulq
alsq e sldres;ed to the populutione in dirlorent suctors or the Rt

g untry




¥TIIT. ‘The duby of evo:)

TR

counsry wicre bue Jawlsh rerugees huve tak en s.txcltur., The locul :
Purtisan Organiz\ut.ions could unde take the r.lﬂﬂ(]\.\ube publici.t.;vo

TYIT, Neeessity of & wavnlng o be givin by the ¥rec Greek = -
Gove rnment 'r'elauive io r.he adBmaI T ond dencung ution -
of JevBe e

It would be vrry desirable 11 tnc rae Gre,d' Govu'nuent should
tssue un officlul warning to-the effect that any sttempt to.
depounce or o bluckmuil any citizen persscuted by the: GeXman’ g
Auonoritlecs will be punished upon liberation of  the couniry with

. greutest severiity. o1l wets ol this nuiluue .,J.J.l be considcted

eculvalent to wets of treuson. :

To nmobttor bow Ailrlicult presont condlulons' are, tile duty of .
every Jew is to contribute in ev.ry possible ¥ay  touurds the libera’
wtlon of the country. Thus, those who wre of uge,; wlo huve been
throu_f the ilbunicn war, or who have received mil.tt‘,ry trulning,
wnd are without dependents should Jeim the Partisunsy thut.is
what most of vholr fello.u Jews, who aveiacc'. boing c;.ue,m‘, in the

_othur oceupicd countrics iwive domns, Should this poldcy be adopted -

the number of women, children wud aged, to be evacuated suould be. -
grester. Yhey should also be inforwed thst: upon-arrivil’ in the .

_ Hlddle dust baey are Lo ve enlisied for militury: suvice ..ith the !
T Criex fymcd Forces. -

by alfrad H. Cohen

18t L.y, 1944,




. “Rebruary 32, 1944.

MEMORARDUM
Deportation of Greek Jews -~ Censorship Intercept
(NY0 299716-B). (Matorial cbtaired from fils in’

Visa Division, State Depariment).

The following is a telegram which wae sent by lLson Kubowitski to. -
¥. Boreu, A. L. Basterman, 55 New Cavendish Street, London, on Roveader
20, 1943; Received oatastrophic news Gresk Jewry. 563,000 Jews
Salonica deported Poland. Many died en route. Few Turkish subjects
arrived Turkey recently. About 3080 Spanish sobjeoss dirested Spain )
through Germany. Whereabouts unknown. Seme Italian subjeots. Salonica,
Nacedonia, Thrace now without Jews. FProparties, rescurces configoated.
After Armistice Italy Athens Comsunity {ncluding 3,000 Salonioa refugees
ssverely porsscuted by Gestapo. Some 100 young Jews cooperating with -
partisans. General attitude Greek population correct. Few refugess
arriving Palestine Egyp$ jJoin Greek Army. Flease take steps obtain support
British representatives Turkey for Isaas Molho from Jerusalea who proceeds
Istanbul. :




