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LfST OF RABBIS AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND
THEIR FAMILIES IN LITHUANIA ¥

v
SOUTH AMERICAN PASSPORTS HAVE BEEN SECURED FOR
THE MAJORITY O

THESE LISTED. DOCUMENTATION FOR

THE BALANCE I REPARATION.




yd IJAMPOLE, . LITHUANIA ?
1, Ber Shapiro . Born 1872 .
wife Sora Rachel 1874
son Dr. Nachman Shapiro "l18986
wife Rachile . .
son Ittamar 1930 )
2, Abramis Grodzinskis 1881 . N
-~ son Lejzer 1912
son Ysraelis Chaimis 1014
son Wolfas 1818
daughter Riva © 1988
daughter Miriam 1926
daughter Leja 1937
son Itzchok 1087
3. Zalmanas Osovski 1878
wife Paja
son Judel
¢
4, Chaimas Faivelis Hurvicas 1900
wife Sarah

daughter Broche

5. Mausha Berstein 1887 o .
wife Shifra . . -
daughter Mina
daughter Rivka

8., Chaja Mere Shulmaniene ~ 1906
son Natan 1830
daughter Ester . 1934
daughter Avigajil 1938

~ .

7. Zalmanas_Permut ) 18904
wife Pelte .
son Smuelis R
son Joseleis
son Mausha

daughter Taibe

8. Moishe Skaruta T B €1
wife Feige .
daughter Chana ¥
son Feiwel
9. Jankel Cherbuchowski. 1890
wife Dwelira ’ 1900 . :
deughter Sara 1926 ; i
10, Sholom Kalmanowioz 1020, - . : . ) ‘ ;
N - 3 N
11, Josifa Seras 1907 ' :
wife Sarah . B

-daughter Adina




12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

7 a1,

.88,

,lhelne,lpvsho'itch

-~

- Symon Dubianski

wife Alte

son Benjamin
daughter Riva
daughter Seve

Simche Slema Giteleviocius
wife Beilsa

daughter Sara

son Aronas

daughter Taube

daughter Rachil
daughter Chiena
daughter Dvora

Leid Friedman

wife Sara
daughter Rachel
daughter Shulamith

Dovid Perelman
wife Beila
daughter Peshe
daughter Reize
daughter Chana

Boruch Lifszicz
wife Sarah
son Majer~Chaskiel

Joeslis Fauvelzonas
wife PFane
Chitdren-Awigdop, Gershon
Chanuni
Eliezer

Jokubas Slioma Gurvicius
wife Chaja Riva
children Leiba

Efraim
Ben jamin

Iser Shui
wife Rochel

Bendet Minster

wife Ita

Children-Jakov Idel
Lipman
Ber

Benjamin Ozinskis
wife Sara

feizeris Sulmenas
wife Rivka

ehildren-ghape

VILIJAMPOLE, LITHUANIA (CONT'D)

Born 1876 .
© . lesl

1886 =
1897

- 1885
1898

1887

T 1875
1888

1804

1883

" 1874
1886

1895
1901

1801 _ P
1908

1915
1015
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VILIJAMPOLE, LITHUANIA (CONT'D)

84, Chyene Seresevskiene Bornl902
son Menachem .
son Cevi

25, Sheiga Genendsl Boruchson 1896
children-Sara Lea .
: “\Shlomo
Bechama

86. Shlomo EKord 1909
wife
Children

27. Aronas Broyde 1906
wife Rachel Gitel
Children-Chaim Girsh
Sara 5

28. Samuelis Sniegas 1886 —
wife
children

FOR THE ADDRESSES OF THE RABBIS AND
RELIGIQUS LBADERS MENTIONED HEREIN s
{ALL RESIDING IN VILIJAMPOLE, LITHUANIA)

AND THE MEMBERS OF THEIR F!MILIES INFG?MATION
CAN BE OBTAINEINFROM:

Rabbi Abromas Grodzinskis
Paneru g-=ve 16

Rabbi Zalmanas Permut
Linkovas g-ve 42
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- TELSIAI, LITHUANIA - )
89, Abraham Itzohok Bloch " Born 1894
. wife Raisa h 1899
daughter Chasia : 1822
daughter Chaie 1924 : }
son Leizer . 1926 ) *
daughter Miriam - 1930. ¥
daughter Pearl 1932 Ty
son, Joseph Juda 1936 ’
30, Asriel Rabinowie . 1905
wife Chana
son Chaim : 1938
son Vigdor 1940
-daughter Shoshena 1941
31. Rebeka Blooh 1895
ohildren-Henny 1983
Miriam . . 1985
Ruchama-Braina * 19382
Rliezeris-Jehuda . 1938
32, Chaja Katz 1009
Cchildren-Eliezeris,
Jeshosua .
Ele ja~Meleris
Jaoobas
Josef-Leibas
Jeruohomas
Smelis-Avigdoras ‘
Aronas n i - . Py
Bzra :
Rochel : . Y
33, Zelman Smuelis (Blochas ’ 1887
wife Rachil . 1885
children Bliezeris - ¢
sausana :
Noimi
® Roveka
: Mausas .
Perel , . . v
Joset leibas ' -
adopted son-Malkelis Denis
34. Avneris Oklinskis . 1893
wife Mirjam . ) 3880
38. Avromeas Vesleris 1891
wife Fruma-Reizel ’ 180l
ochildren-Chasja o
Lel jexeris
Noimi - ‘ :
36, Samyelis Denisas 1889 : ;
. wife ERta-Riva 1894 !
" Children Benoionas
: Cha ja
Miriam : |
37. Frojimas Gelfanas - - 1908, : :
wife Jeta =~ ‘ : , ;
. ohildren Hinda-Rivia o
oo Sore-Beile - 1
Yaaqp oikee ]
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TELSIAI, LITHUANIA (CONT'D)

38. Pinkus Gelfanas Born
wife Freida-Nooha N
children-Boruch-Bendetas

Smuelis
Rochel
Riva
Braina
% Leizeris

Isroelis Ordmanas
wife Bloohalte
child-Shulamit

Seina-Leja Gelfaniens
children-Berelis
Ruvenas
Smuelis-Ziselis

Abraham Eeplan

wife Sara

Josef Leid Grodnik
wife Chasia

. Mause Olswang
wife
children

Hirsh Merkin
Wife Rebeka
ohlldreg

INFORMATION FOR THE ADDRESSES QF THE RABBIS
AND RELIGIOUS LEADBERS MENDP IONED HEREIN

(ALL RESIDING IN TELSIAI, LITHUANIA) AND THE
MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES, INFORMATION CAN BE
OBTAINED FROM: )

Rabbi Abraham Itzohok Block
Rabbi Asriel Rabinowic :
Telsiai, Lithuania




45,

46.

47.

48,

49,

50,

61,

52,

53.

64,

55,

-~

e

Henach Eiges

Shyja Zelig Ruch
wife Esther
daughter Perel

Le jzer Kaplan
wife Dobrusza
children Frejde

Hirsh

Naftoli-Chaskel
Abram

Joshua Levinson
wife Idba
children=- Fre jda
Rachela
Hirsh
—  Aron=Jcchok.
Noftoli
Perla
Zlata
Chaim-Abram

Elia Garber
wife Roochel

Jona Karpilow

Chaim Walkin
wife Beila f
Daughter Dreiza
Daughter Cha ja~Leja

Josef Berkowicz
wife Masza Liba
daughter Rochel Mirel

Szloma Garkawa
wife Fredla
children~Aron

Raohel
Jzack
Szejna
Neo
Enta

Breina Hindus
son Shyja
daughter Judith
daughter Rachel

Isaac Kosciukowski

wife Chaya Frayde
son Joseph Noach
gon Moshe Aron

« Born

Tl

)

1864

1878
les8

1876
1885
1920
19023
1926
1928
1631
1030

188l
16898
1921
1985
123
-l928
1031
1936
1930
R4

1876
1881

la96

189

1800

1890
1082
1984
1924

1929
1933

1693

1006
1011
1938

{
—¢




CT\ L : i)
VIIRIUS, LITHUANTA (CONT'D) ~-

Yosef Shub ) Bérn 1893
and family :

Ita Gordon (daughter of Rabbi Ichiel Mordohe Gordon) 1021
Juda Leib Gordon( s&n " 1926
)

.. Israel Lwowicz Born 18904

wife Chahe 1904
daughter Lea .

son Me jer

daught er Ruchoma

Jacha Grodzenski ’
{Widow of C.0. Grodzenski of Vilna)

Jakob Josef Rozowski
wife Ester
son Aron
daughter Ruchama

Michael Katz
wife Dina
children=Judita

Golda

Joel Kleinermn
wife Chaja Riwka
ohildren-Etel

Aron

Rachel

Frejda
pI.iba

Mo jshe Rajz
wife Rachela
children-Chawa
Leja
Be jla
Yeszua
Basia-Gitla

Chaim Shloma Shkolnik
wife Hanna

_ son Calel’
daughter Keila
son Itzok-Yankel
son Abram-Leib
daughter Lea
son .

Wolf Segalis
wife Chaja
son Eljo
daughtor Chana

Mowszea Khrolio
wife
Children
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VILNIUS, LITHUANIA (CONT'D)

67, Ber Levine . Born 1890°
wife Sara . 1911
son Shlomo 1936
son Arye Leibd ) l9s8

68, Aron Lazovik 1909
wife Sara 1013
\, child Slioma © 1938

69. Aronas Berekas ' 1894
wife Sjina .
children Risel
Miriam
Abram
Le ja

Rachmiel Magid

Elia Gvire
wife

Iser Malin
wife Rochel
son Josef
daughter Chaja
daughter Ester
son Chaim

Zalman Rhones
wife Broocha
son Joel

a

Abram=-Icko Stern

wife Marian Etka

children Devora
Elka Syma
Exter Gitla
Me jor Szimon
Cha ja Sheina

Smuelis Frydas
wife Feojga-lea
children Chaim

Hillel

Mirel Leibowicz
~ son Jehoshua
duugntgr Riwke -

77, Ilocek Gelbach
wife Choma




ﬁ&vs, LITHUANIA (CONT'D}

Aron Agulnik Born 1892 ,
wife Sara - : 1899
children Masha-Leja :

: Hersh-Leibd
Joek~-Ajzyk
Josef-Jrachmiel

Elyias Libman
wife Rochel=-Bella

Aron Dovid Voronovsky

pavid Goder
wife Malka
son Nochim

pavid Mosze Mowazowicz
wife
Daughter

Elia Wiszluk
wife Bster

Iocchok Hersz Margolis
wife Cywia

Iochok Korniks

wife Judis

ochildren Sora
Jakob

" Hersz Meyer Levin
wife Chaja

Hersz David Grynszpan
wife Chaja
ochildren Abram Aron
Leib Jankial
Feiga ’
Golda

" pAvip WiszLUK

WIFE. RATChAWISZLUK |

Yankel. DAUGAtERS, DWOJRP
Leib T on ) INK

1%
> S2AfA

Elohanan Ostrow
wife Chaya
ohild

Le jzer Bgulski

wife Roohle

ohildren Izrael-Leib
Efrain
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VIINIUS, LITHUANIA ‘CONT'D)
9l, Israel Yuastman -Born 1914
wife -
child
92, Israel Halpern 1896
wife Liba Cy
dagghter Zelda
i3
, 93, Zelman Foigelmen : 1908
wife Raja
94, Chaim Szumon Topp 1877
wife
Children
98, Morduch Leibd Bornik 1904
® .
96, David Chazonowitz 1018
wife
children
97. Chaim Moishe Kalir 1909 ‘
wife :
child
98, Aria Malinsk 1912 . . s ®
wife ~ K .
child < - - e e ‘\
- . ‘\
99, Peretz Siletzid 1916
wife .
Children
100. Mgyer Finkel . . 19k (previously from Warsaw)
wife Zirer . 1914 .
daughter Sara ; . ¥ T
R son Chaim Yenkel !
101, Hirsch Gliocksan : 1884 (previously from Warsaw)
daughter Lefsha ; T olege . .
son Leibd ' ’ 1924 . .
102, Avrem Hirsh Kamm 1664
wife Sara 1884
{previously of Mir)
103, ghaim Izkook Eaplan 1609 :
’ wife Miriam . _1909 - ] 3

#

INFORMATION FOR THE ADDRESSES OF THE RABBIB AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS
MENTIONED HEREIN(ALL RESIDING IN VILNIUS,LITHUANIA) AND THR .
MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES,INFORAMI'ION GAN BE OBTAINED FROM:

- Rebdbi Josef Rozoski
. Zavalnia 34—

I Rabbi Yosef Shud

l Dzidzoj 6 .




104,

,raigel Leibowitz

5

_Blohonon Wasserman ' : Born 18756

g6 Naftoli 1914
wite Miriam .

son Hirsh v 1916 -
wi fe Rachel , . '
Similiski, near Vilnius

Israel Lubczanski
wife Fejga
adopted daughters

Estera
We joel

- Similiski

Joaef Zussmanoviocius
wife Leah
daughter Golda
son Moshe Mordohai

Ukmerge

Josef Rosenthal
wife Fruma
son Abraham Nosen

Ukmerge

Jerachmiel Shulman
wife Shegna~Cha ja
ochildren Abram Shulom

Lipe-Motel
Israel-Meyer

Ukmerge .
Srol Garten
wife Begile
Children Libe Miriem
Smuelis Jankel
Ester

Ruvin ‘Boruch
Menashe Gedalias

Ukmorge

Aron Bakst
and -family

sihuliat

Shlomo Feinzilber
wife and fahily
' Ksdainia
Nachum -Boruch Glnaburg
wife Hava -
.and Children

YOBQV&

‘daughter Risha

"non—simohq )

Raaeinini

’ Daniels rolovioqa i

wite-
oh;ldren




Kalman Beinesovio
and Family

Kelme
Gerszun Miodnik
¥
Levi Spicas
N
Taurage
_&ria Stam -
Kelme

Jehuda Leib Bernstein
wife Liba Sheine

Birzei

Josel-Leib Nenedyk
son Michosel

Dusetos
Abraham Wolf Heleras
Mnrijaﬁpole

Abraham Samuel Hirshowitz
wife
Child ren
Skudwil
Aron Jofan
wife Rivka
son Itzchok Jehuda
son Yankel Mordochas

Kaisodarys

Abraham Itzohok Perelman
, and fami

Skaudville

Leizer Hirsovicius
wife .
Children g

“Virballs
Kalhan Baran
Panevazys

Fo jga Kaganeman
son Jacob .
son Isaac .
daughter Esther

Panevezys

Berel Haofasgi

wife Fruma . .

children Leizex
Emther . . -

)

s’

Born 1879

1888

1694
1902

Becalel,Feige, Jenkel, Chasie, Notel, Mordchal -

" Panevezys -




d/// 189. Berel Rebinowits

Panevezys

130, Shmuel Ber Panioz

wife Riwka

ochildren=Josef Shmaja
Etka
Mirka
Chaja=Posia
Joohok-Welwel
Jakob=Shloma

Nementzine

131, Shmuel.Maizlik
nife Tajbe

Nementzine

138, Isroel Elchonon Suniakowski
wife Makla .
ohildren Josef=-Eli

Shmul
Tajbe
Abram~Kalman

3

Nementzine

133. Szepsel Wernikowsky
wife Sora
children-Golda~Frada

Dawid-Le jzer
Jehuda
Ccnasia
Elchonon
Ber Hirsz
Jarael
Mordcha
Taube

Plunge
Leib Pruskin
wife Chana
ochildren Chaim=Nota
’ Cylia
. Peisagh
Plunge

Nochim Zimelewisz
wife Chaja Sara

Plunge-

Dawid Rosenstein
!1feVRaohela',

k‘Plunge

Israel RiTf
“and family

sl .o Zmgare .
Arie Moishe Riff
* . . .zagere
- Ttzohok Zundel RIFf
CWIEE LER. 4
. S sagane




‘140, I. Fértmanas
wife Sarah
son Benoelis
son Simonas
daughter Hene-Resel
son Jakob-Elie
son Eliezers
Son Michel

Ziesmarial

§9muelis Fondileris
‘and family

Rietavas

Leiba Gersteinas
wife Golde
children Abramas

Gitel
Rivke

Lazd{ jai

Isakas Agulnikas
wife Chaja
ochildren Mausa-Miohel
Pese
Binfomin

Pasvalys

Natanel Josif Grazas
and femily

Veivirzenai
7 Nochom Seras
wife Neche
children Chaim Itzhook
Mﬁahe
Chaja~=Blume
Alter
Ester
. ) Daugal
Mordush Judel Vainhprg
Ras#imad
Peaach Farfel \
wife Shifra '
children Mordohe
' Sventziany

Iser Weisbord

wife Bashe Gutel -

children Roohel Mirigm
Loib. Josif
Peshe ‘Braine

_ " Darbenat -

Michel Punas.
wife Zipora

~ son- Josef Ber :.
deugher. Zivel
daughter Rywka

~ Penadilya

Born 1890




160. Dowid Celniker
wife Ester
children Hershel

Sara

Birzai
Nison .
151, Potashinski
wife Feo jgel
children Etel
% Le ja
Tzharna

Joikas Begunas
and family

Radviliskis
Chaim Chalel Dzimitrovsky
wife
childremn ° ®
! Janiskis

Jakob Goldshlak
nife Feiga

Teurage

Yakov Chaim Terushkin
and family

gkuodas _
Leib Perskis “ 1902
wife Seine 1900 -
children Bster ) 1938
~ Aaronas ) 1030
Josifas . 1089
Veliona '

Mausha Rebinavicius ' 1879
and €amily .

Kybartiai

Dovid Horenstein . S ) 1.
wife Yooheved - S om 1914

Nementohin

Zwulun He jmam o 1903,
wife Zlate Riwe : 1983 -

Ukmerga

Gdala Romarowski - SR T: 11 2
wife Jtka N . .
children Ester

sara -
Pe Jsach

Nementzin

" 161, TIocohok Elchouon Waldshex & 1895
- son Dowid -

" similiski Apsk. Trok




168, Bly Niselewitz - Born 1898
o .

wif -
Children

Shukyan

Chaim Hirsz Niselowitz 187¢
wife Chana Yesza i .
children

N Vaiguva
Moshe Leib Milevski 1874
wife : :

Children

Darsuniskis

Berl Robinowitz 1909
wife Gutel 1909
daughter Sarah 1932

Pdneveze

166, Itzko Lenoiewski N i.a;g /:q,aa./ oces.
wife Rivka Feige 8 J,
daughter Brina 1922 I ‘?’*’”“’
daughter Daba 1986
daughter Leba 1929
daughter-in-law Zelda 1910
son Hirsh Hankel 1939

Ui oo mi'elxn 39 /,

Fania Berkomioz N 801
daughter Adela 1928
deughter Menucha 1927
son Benjamin-Dawid 1930

Lentvaris, Lith,

[y

2l
Jowel Bunimowits
son David
Osmiany, Poland

Aron, Yoselewsky
and femily
Novy Sawlersien
Pov, Stolpce, Poland

Hosze Yogelewaky
and family Aen

Novy S;rrlenien
Pov, Stolpce, Poland
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS —0>

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .« CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.
LONDON Casrxs: Concness, New Yors
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 August 8, 1944 MHDNI: Clrcte  6-190(

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM

Vaad Leumi P, 0. B. 411

MONTREAL ‘

1121 St Catkerine St W Hon. Jojm “. Pehle

MEXICO CITY Executive Pirector

Sonora 1744 War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D,C,

In reply refer to
No. 205

Dear ¥r. Pehle:

The Polish underground paper Bulletyn Informacy jny, in its
issue of November 25, 1943, carried the following item:
TR, -

¢ - "esofe received information that the Germang dlled
the 4000 Jews who by means of bribery had beon evac-
uated from Poland to Bergen near Hannover, These
Jews were supposed to have been considered as tun-
touchable! South American citizens,"

Although this information is not of recent date, I would be
very grateful to you in view of ths geverity of the acousa-
tion 1t contains, if you would ask tho WRB reprogentative in
Geneva to check on its ageuracy and, should it prove trus,
to teke the necessary steps, - ’

X w0

Sincerely. yours,

PATMAFR -
¢ AUG 9 AM.
S (| V)
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Allies Urged to Aot to Shv. Jewe With South' American Passpo. 4 in Nazd Camps

LONDON, Avgust 1 (JTA) -~ Urgent action by the Allied countries to save
several hundred Jewish refugees Possessing either South American oitizenship certifi-
ocates or Palestine visas was urged todey by a British internee who arrived in Lisbon
this week from Germeny in the traneport of British oitizens belng exchanged for German
nationals, . .

This informant, who was gonfined together with the refugees in the Vittel
camp in France, said that they wers deported to Poland during April, May, and July
of this year following failure by the South American countries to recognise their
citizenship certificates and elleged failure by Britain to ratify the Palestine
visas held by some of the internees,

The arriving internee disclosed that although information finally arrived
to the effect that both the South American cortificates and the Palestine visas would
be honored, the camp commandant continued with the deportations, It is believed that
the deportees are now confined in "Jewish extermination camps" in Birkenau, Oswiecin,
Sosnowits, Kattowite, Frodorf, Innsbruck and: others, and are in danger of execution
unless the Allies can prevall upon the Germans to allow the Red Oross to assune
‘Jurisdiction over them.

~

The British internees in Lisbon confirm the report that nany of the refugees
committed suiolde when they learned they would not be exchanged, Among them was
Mre. Tamarn Schoor, widow of former Chief Babbi Moses Schorr of Warsgwe In the
group of 28%.!0" vho arrived in Palestirs early this month were some who had been
interned at’Vittel and had witneseed the. deportations, .

T4
.




WOBRLD JEWISH CONGAESS w0

1834 BRW«DW“

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL NEwW YORK 300
ci. 6-)

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONDON CapLes: CoNcress, New YoRK
85 New Cavendish St, W 1 Teiseiong: LONGAcRe 5.2600

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.9¢

JERUSALEM : . » ]
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471 - dune 26, 19)-{!}:-7
MONTRBAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W In reply refer
MEXICO CITY to No. 119
Sonora 1744

Mr. lawronco S. Lesaser

War Refugee Board

Treasury Building

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Losser: ™

May I 0all your attention to the follow:i.ng oable whioh
Dr. Wise reocoived fram Rabbi Zwi Taubos, Zurichi

[

Yiire address influent lawyor in Vashington for
proteotion Central American oitizmens domioi.lated
Hungary stop lawyors foos will boe ocovered here,®

I'1) take the liberty of asking your advice on thia
matter during my visit next \‘{ednesdny. _

§

Binoex‘oly yours,

A/ Loon Kh\bowitzki,
ead, Ros Department




JUN 22 1844

TO: 4r. Berle-

FROMs J. 4. Pehle

de would appreclate it if there wore promntly made
- Y
available to up copies of all inconing: and outgoing nensages \
relating to the Jrogram of rescue hinging on the eligibility

for oferange of persons holding Latin’ Anerdcan documentation.

. ‘ . (81msd) 4w, pente

. L5

. | .
’ ' - | S -
. LSLesserals 6/21/44 o . T }
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’I‘reasury Departmsnt . ‘
on of Honeterg Researon
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D) Wt52389/HEE 1w0u %

We 421841577 Soux n"«‘: HJR&L GpBt s

- \’
) URRE I N T T (H I w1 S : . ‘ . . |

P v2. T POSTAL & TELEGRAPH CENSORSHIP *

o . UNITED ‘KINGDOM o
TypE OF MAIL. THRMINAL Alre  Submission No. ; TOHSG
) Date :
. Taken off .. ’

Reg. No.:‘?___“ "~ at (pord) i on (date)

FROM: opg panl, Co] Tor i, GRONGE BELA,
RINDOCATAR 2, : 12 PORCHESHER COURY,
STACKHOLM, : PORCHEBSERR CARDENS |

© LOHDOH .
®

Date of lelter” 257,3,1,);. Langliage:  Govmen

(or-postmiarR)- R : <

ORIGINAL LETTER: | SUBMITTED TO: -
: § Toitslin”

T Eubml

OBy .
1
b 3 -
113 . I
Seen by : Naval Adviser - Air Adviser "
Operati -, ) . : T o : ¢+
P at’l\ngU nit ) ‘S‘E{«: tl?nw Jha E“’?“*"E ° DAL‘CS ., Date_, 1 N
N

1

itoeould-ba eers! W i cHnE -
tnow of coarae what réguialions may exszet there on

ekly everybthing could be-dopne - T dould Ly {rom-here
range things: Of course. ¥t will . invol¥z a Tarx amoun®
s ansa, bub in-such & eaye . ond wust doalione con Lo
halp- A passport costs “about 400 o H00 Swedish-crowns -
which. 18 roughly £25-to £30; a married couple go.oon onG. .. -
papsparte. ~Forsthis purposc 1 need Lo have, above everything
¢loe, exabt date coneerning each ol -your relations ~ such -\
saq date of birth,-place of reaidence; status, height, colour )
of-huir and eyes, in the case of :a -married’ voman'her maltden L
name, her age then. < in short everything necessary for a- . !
_passport, and photos too i~ I don't know whether you are
allowgd to srand trhfr.-_rse'brut perhaps you can do 8o throwih. eup

1.

s




=2 LOWShT9RL /T
segatlonpwniah surely in this case will do avarything
poseible” te nelp. Thayt there 1s the quostion of
paymeny - I have not sutficient Triends ab uy dispoaal
e opay for all the passnorts and hopg thet yow can do
something abeat this through the Legation. - I have of -
courst ailas weisten o your dear paruents or photographe, "
You may bo gssured thet from herve 1 will- do everyihing '
thet is humanly peassidble and will keep you informed,
Lo, Flense get in toueh lumediately with my- veny
good friend DR. VACLAV LAC. B PBarons Xeep, Glidacm
BLrest, W.il, who will surely be sble to be of help

w0 o'

#

For' MINISTRIES ONLY. ,j’:—:liccér;unendélion for Disposal ‘of chtVtgrrahrd‘ Reason.
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LONDON

June' 1, 1944

Aguha informed internees Vittel transferred to deportation

camp branch. Urge steps to save them, !

Ahglo Jewish Association

Seston Tenkin, Secretary.

S




ilr. McCormack ‘T June 1, 1944

L. . Lesser

I would &, preciate it very much if you would find out for me as
8oon as possible what the practice of the Lopartment of Siate is -ith
respect to the expiration of Adérican rassports held by persons within T w

enenmy-occupled areas. In other words, is the perio& of validity of

o

such passports extended through the protecting power’or is any other

action t9$eﬁ? For your inrormatlon,lthe answer to thia.question is

relevant in determining whether we shbuld ask the‘LAtin Ama;lca}

countries shose paassports are peld by persons-in énemy~gccupled areas
® to authorize their protecting powers to extoﬁd\tho validity-ofrguch

~assports after the axpressedgdato of expiration han been rassed,

Ay

i

LSLesser:als




Yr. 4dcCormack June 1, 1944

L. &. Lesser

As I understand what you tolu me the other day, the Provost
Warshal's offico has a list of lnternees on which "American® is
given as an individual's nationality without regard to the

particular American republic of which ho is a ﬁationa].. Do you

think it possible to get a more detalled breakdomwn on this score

from the International Red Cross and, if, 86, do you think it

acivj.snble to ask thenm for such a breakdom?

LSLesserials 6/1/44




MAY 27 1944

TOs Ur. Berle’
FRM: J. #, Pehle

You will recall our discussions in your office und on the .
telephone with respeot to the poesibility of securing passports
of the Dominican”Republi§ for persons in enemy-controlled Europe
who are pubject to enemy persecution. You suggested that when
there was made avallable to you a short liat of tho' names of guch
porsong, you would undertske to gec, on an experimental basisg,
whether ggbtaining such passsorts for such persons was feasibloe,
Attached hereto is a list of fifteen. families, together with

such biographical data as ip available to ug, : v

o have beon advised by apparently well-informed persons :
that insofar ms people in Poland are concerned it is of .the utmost
importance that no word of the iseuance of such pasgports should
reach tho Gersman authorities, and that Lf pasaports are to be made
availablo to such pereons, they should bo transmitted through secret
channola which are lmown to us and, ‘] daresay, to you. Since the
san6-caveat may alra be applicable to personc in other oountries,
I would appreciats yowr advising me wien, as.and if the passports
are avallable, but bofore any offort has beon made to get theno to
the persons listed, . . , : . .

\/,g.t’.»’ N

LSLesserials 5/25/44




MAY 10 1944

f0:  Mr. Berle -
FROM: Mr., Pehle

. .
Reforence 1s made to the efforts whioh have been made

tn deto by your Department and the War Refugea Board to

try to save the liveas?f persons in enemy controlled terri-

tory holding passport issued in the names of various Latin”

Amorican countrlies. :

As you know, our efforts to date have boen designed to
convince the Germsns that the passports held by these df”pl.
should be recognized as valid and that the aople holding
such pessports are eligible for exchangey t hes boen our
hope that these pepple pight be saved from death if the
Germans were convinoced that thoy were exchenge meterial.

our efforts to date have been designed rimarily to
establish that these people are exohange ne oriasl, rather
than to aotually effeot an exchange of these people. Private
organizations, however, have been pressing the War Refugee
Board to ettempt to effect an actual oxchange of at least
gome of these people. As you will recall we diaougsed this
groblem over two weeks aze snd you indlested that, elthough
hgia were diffioculties {uvolved, you would look into the
uatter. L

The gosiﬁlon of the War RefﬁgeowBoard on the question
of effeoting an aotual exchange is as followst

(1) We believe that if a few of these peo le were
actuslly exchenged for Germens in the Western Hemlsphere,
the eifect of such an exchsnge would be e pubstantisl factor
in convinoing the Germans that all of the people involved

i P

%
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are exchange material and might, therefore, result in
saving the lives not only of the people exchanged but
of all the people in the same category. .

(2) In view of the fact that the uotual effeotuation
of such sn exchange is the responsibility of y»ur Depart=
ment, and in view of the further fact that the War Refugee
Board is not in possession of sufficient facts to warrant
forming a judgment as to the advisability of taking such
aotion from the standpoint of over-all exchange negotiatlons,
the War kefugee Board is not in a position to request your
Department to take the proposed step. Thus, for example,
if it is true that to aoctually exchange some of those people
would interfere with the exchange of wounded Allied airmen
thetWar Refugee Board obviously would not favor taking su
a step. , .

In view of the above, I would greatly appreciate 1f

you would give prompt consideration to this whole matter,

bearing in mind that if it is feasible from the standpoint
of over-all exchange negotiations to effect an notual ex=-

change of some of these people, such ection may result in

gaving the lives of all of these peoples

{Signed) J.W, Pekle
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581/ 42,

THIS NO. BHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER

May 6, 1944,

Mr. J. W, Pehle
Exesoutive Direoctor
War Refugee Board
Washington, D, C,

~

My dear Mp., ¥fehle:

"I beg to acknowledge your
eateemed letters of April 28, 1944, and May 2, 1944,
and assure you that the Holy Bee will continue to
support the approaches of the Unlted States to Latin
American countries in view of seocuring recognition by
these republiocs of consular doouments of Jews in Ger-
man-~held territory.

In this connection I shall notify the Vatican of
the assurance that the recognition of passports”and
other documents will not necessarlily involve immi-
gration and that, in the event of exchange,- havens
tor the holdera of such ‘doouments will be found elae~
where.

I trust that future efforts 1n thia matter will
meet with greater sucoesss -

With sentiments of esteem and every best wish, 1

remain ;

Yours very slnocerely,

. -
. « -l lll "
A f/ e
- Arichbishop of Laodicea

Apostolic Delegate




My 5 194

iy dear Archbiehop Cicognaniy

Poreit me to acknowledge recelpt of your letter of
April 26, 1944 Ho. 581742, :

The information contained in this letter i of the
utaost interest to the Board, and I should 1ike to reiterate
the Board's deep appreciation of the Holy See's interast in the
fate of the Jewsrin German-occupled countries;:

It is understood that the 1n£om£tion, containad in
your letter will bs treated as confidential, in accordance with
your request, -

A

N Very sincerely yours,
. “xu‘}_‘;". \ i
Mo 30 el

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Lireotor

118 Excellency: W
The Most Reverend -,

Aaleto Giovaani Cicognant, ‘

Archbishop of Loodicea di rigia,
The Apoatolic Delegatey .
Rashington

Criyik .
N

' Copies ks K
BAkeinials 5/3/44 o %w P AN 0
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UNITED STATES oF \)M ERICA

No  581/42, »

THIS NO SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER

APril 26, 1944,

Mr. J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director
War defugee Board
Washington, D.C,

Dear wr, Pehle: . ‘ S :\
For the information of the

Government I wisu to comaunicate to you the substance

of a me%gage recently received from the Cardinal Secre-

tary of 3tate, : . .

The assistance of the vdovernment of Spain has been
sought by the Holy See through the Apostolic Nuncio in
Bern in an attiempt to avert any new measures against
* the Jews interned at VittelY Through representatives
in merlin and Vichy the Spanisl’ Government sought to
aelay such feared measures pending a possible exchange
of Jews for dermans interned in-Amerioce, Since March
tirty-first this activity has been carried on. B

nelative to'tuis matter A report from the Apostolic ) .
Nunoio in #dadrid stated that the Government of Spain
has frequentiy shown concern for and has “taken Bteps 1in
behalf of Jewish people living in countries occupled by
the Germans. However, the German Government has made
clear that it 18 not pleased with these overtures of
the Spanish Government. Berlin admits 8pain's right to

- act 1in behalf of Spanish Jews but questions such acts
in behalf of any other Jews, However, the Nuncio adds
that despite thie the Spanish Uovernment .will continue;
in view of a possible exchange of Jews for interned :
German clvilians in Americe, to take whatever steps are
best caloulated to be of assistance to the Jews. in Vittel, . [




2.

I trust that e information contained in this
letier will oe considered:as confidential. I do not
Jelieve that anything woula be accomplished by the
communication of 1ts contents to leaders of Jewlsh
organizations here in tie United States of America.

ittn assurance of highest personal regerd and with
sentiments of esteem, 1 remein

Yours very sincerely,

Archbishop of unodlcea
Apostolic Velegate
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THE UNION OF UNIVERBALLY ORGANIZED ORTHODOX JEWRY
(WORLO-AGUDAM OF ORTHODOX JEWS INC.)

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE: LONDON - BRANGH OFFiceEs: JERUSALEM AND NEW YORK

1

OFFIGE OF THE PRESIDENT
L3 R 228 WEST 07TH STREET
NEW YORK 285, N. V.

Mgy 5th,1944

¥r. John W, iohle, Bxacutive Dir ctor
.ar Koy e Board

1,5.Treasury Building

vashington, B.C.

Dear Yr. Pe*le:

Referyins to the comw orsations with our collatorator, Dy,
1., Lowig) comornin: tho issue of somd tost-passports by tho
Govornment of San Domingo, I should, e oxtremely grataful,
if you could provide, even if the Vaad Hohatzala has already
submitted a sufficlient number of addresses, for ono maro .
passrort, for the family montioned ab the foot of this letter.

Until late 1943, they had been living in liborty in Brussels,
16 Ruo des Vierges,but sinoa,.Dooombor 1943, no furthor mossago

fron them was received. The passport way protoot them from
deportation. R i

Thanxing you in anticipation, I_;,rg:miﬁ%/ﬂ e
; : , .
. I .
. urs 74}\1‘ Vs
' JACOB ROSNHETH

Prosident

v -~ X .
SALAYON, Herman SAIAMON; Seréna (his wife)
born, August 9th,1877 in neo Klein
Kukaveco (Gzechoslovakia born March 18th,1886 in
Mukaveco, ( Czechos lovakin)

~ Both living in Brussols, Belgium, 18 Ruo dos Vierpes.
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) rﬁ EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
N W AR REFUGEE BOARD

B

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE },{ay 3’ 1944,

10 tr, Abrahamson

FROM Mr. McCormack

. v )

Attached are copies of paraphrased cables received by . o
the Department of Stete from Bern, Switzerland, transmitted
to the Anerican Red Cross for informational purposes, i

I had been asked to secure this information from either ’ i
the american iied\Cross or the auerican Red Cross delegation
concerning the Drancy camp by Mr. Akzin, in connection with
the 238 civilian internees who had been removed from Vittel.
It had been reported that some or all of these internddF had
been removed to Drancy.

1 have informed kir. akzin of the contents of the attach- - # i
ments and pass them on to you only as exenplifying that State, \\ :
i folloving a long established practice, mukes such information oA
( avallable to American Red Cross -.ith regularity but does not :

pee 7it to make the same information available to War Refugee

Board, It must have been at least somewhat obvious to Gtate

that ve were concerned with the movement -of internees from

boffa fide civilian internment centers to camps such as Drancy and
Belsgen-Bergen which are not in the civilian intermment category. .

It might. be t you,would wish to bring this matter to | "
the attention of(Mr. Hanfiyso that in the future the Board ! .
vwill receiva*lnfoyhiitson of this nature whenever it relates : '

to ourw/ ' .

Attachnments,

#




Copy of cablegram received by . \

Department of State from 3ern [

(Switzerland) and transmi.ted

to American Red Cross for ’ :
information Larch 15, 1944 February 24, 1944

Secretary of State

Washin :ton *

1123, 24th

AELITERESTS FHALCE

Legation's airmail 0l49, Septeuber 18 and 6509, iiovember 8,

Foreign Office note February 21 states Swiss legation, Berlin
(repeat Berlin) reports February ll‘French police under orders
Germans proceeded night Januar§‘21-22 massive arrest Jews various
nationalities especially aimericun without age limit. In general
French police¢immediately seaied apartments\vacnted.

All arrestees sent DiiNCY cump which Servea allocation ccntqr i
witere neither (repeat neither) correspondence, packages nor visits
;ermitted; competent German authorities assured Swiya Consuiate
Paris persons whose documentation in opdeq vould be transferred
camps SAL{T DENIS, CUPLEGRE or VITIEL. ‘

Swiss Legation, Ba;iin for its p$}£} has made.representabiohs'
Gerzan Boreign Office to obtain liberation Anericans detained
DRANCY or their transfer internment camp; Swiss promiaeg report
resulis representation,

HARRISON

cc The Chairman
Mr. Allen .
Mr. Ryan :
nr, Pute E .
irs Cubtis
Miss Brooks




Copy of cablegram received by
Department of State from 3ern
(Switzerland) and transmitted
to American Red Cross for
information.

Dated April 24, 1944

Secretary of State

viashington

2616, twenty-fourth

Swiss note april 21 states Swiss Consulate Papis
vrote .larch 29 oRa:CY camp which former.y administered
by French under German control, has for more then six

\

months beendompletely in German hands,

HaRrI SO




may 2 1944

Ky dear Archbighop: N

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
April 27, 194l (No. 581/42), which largely confirms the -
information referred to in my letter to you of April 28,

X wish to express my entire agreement with the
suggestion of the Oardinal Seeretary of State that the
interest and cooperation of the governments of Latin Amsrica’
be enlisted. To this end, the Government of the United
States has already, in the manner outlined in xy letter
of April 28, made approaches to Latin American ocuntries
concerned, ~ ’ .

I take this opportunity again to express the
Board's desp appreoiation of the continued warm interest
which the Holy Ses is taking in this matter and the hope
that thé Holy See will find it appropriate to support the
approaches of the United States to the Latin American
countries referred to in my letter of April 28,

\ Very sincerely yours,

A

Executive Director

Hie Exsellenocy
The Most Reverend
Amleto Glovanni Olcognani
Arghbishop of Laodisea di Frigia
The Apostolic Delegate

¥ashington.

ha ls £

BAksiniiSlesser/ip  4/29/uk
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - % e }7 o, 9 ‘5} pa“

No  ©58l/42,

THIS NO SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER

£ April 27, 1944,

Hr, J, ¥, Pehle

hxeoutive Director

wiar Refugee poard N
Wasnington, D, ¢,

Within the past few months
I recelved requests from Dr, Michael G, Tress; . : \
President of the Agudath Israel Youth Council of
America, Dr. Isanc Lewin, Director of the Agudath’
Yorld urganizaetion, Dr, Schabse Frankel), Director
of the Agudath’ Israel of Ameriocay and. from Dr,. .A,-.
Kalamanawitz’ of the Union'of Orthodox Rabbis in
ravor of Jewish persons interned in France who hold,{
Soutih American and Latin American documents; and in .
partiocular the Jews interned at Vittel:

Dear sip, Pehle: ' i (2

In reply to my appeal the, Cardinal Seorétbry'of
State has given me the following information,

~__ For_some time the Vetlcan has' sought to interest
the various South Ameriocan and Latin’Ameérican Colintries
in the Pollish Jewe interned at Vittel and has brought - ' . &
to the attention of the various Governments the matter
of passports. : E

The Government of Peru has responded that it cannot - .
recognize the passports because they were granted in a {
form that was entirely illegal. The Apostollc NWuncilature : :
in Haiti states that in that country it isAmpossible———— . it N
to do anything in the sense desired. The governments . :

caragua and Costarica have declared thatthey.are i s
ggagi to %ecognize-the passports of & maximum of elght !
families, after having had precise notification of the
famnilies or individuals involved, in order to grant
the necessary authorizations to their Consulates, I
18 added that,1f these families are not industriallsts
or agriculturists, they will be permitted to remain v :
only for the duration of the wvar. :




2l

.

Brazil is prepared to recognize the passports of
four certain Jews since they were born in Brazil, Steps
have been taken with tle Apostolic Wunclo in Bern to
have these certified, Uruguay will consider the in-
aividual cases, Chile replies that instructions have
already been slven to representatives in Switzerland
tor similar cases to identify the persons and to
recoznize issued passports, . The responses of Cuba,
Panama, uvuatemala and Pesnama were in the negative,

/
Through the Apostolic .wunclo in Bern the coopera-
tion ol the Swless Uovernment has been enliated, -

; ) .

The Governuent of Spain has been cslled upon and
is well-disposed to render every asslstance within her
power,

rflnally, tihe Jarainal Secretary of State adds. that
bolivialwiil recognize tne passports of three Jews
out asks to have news of them first. This information
18 oeing sought through the Nunclature in Bern,

His wmminence points out that, although everything
possible 1s being done on The part of the Vatican, 1t
migxnt be suggested Lo those who are concerned about .
tnls matter, that they seek to enlisu the interest and
cooperation of the Governments of South and Latin
Amerioa. :

I shall keep you informed of the further develop-
ments in this matter and would eppreciate hearing from
you regaraing tlie suggestion of the Cardinal Spqretary
of State mentioned above, . . :

With assurance of highest personal regard and
with sentiments of esteen, L vemain

Yours very sincerely,

chbiehop of Jeodicea
lc Delegate

¢
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LONDON Cantus: Concuess, New Yorx
§5 New Cavendish St, W 1 . ToLerItoNR: LONGAcRn 5-2600
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Corrientes 2024-9¢

JBRUSALEM
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MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MBXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

s May 1, 294k

Hon. John V. Pehle, Bxecutive Dirootor

ifar Refugee Board f
Bxeoutive Office of the Preaident

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehles

May I o2ll your urgent attention to the fe){lowing ocable
which we received from Mr, Itzhak Gruenbaum, e Jerusalem
member of the szi‘)t Agenoy in Faleatine:

"Ignats Sohwnrzbart London cables acoording information
_Poilsh authorities Vittel internees deported 20/3 only
woy to save is by oxchange propesed by involved ooun=
triea stop Richard Lichtheim Geneva conf{irms this
information presuming internees already been sent to
transit oamps though their final fate unsealed stop
Agudas représentative Berne cabled time preasing atop
At our request agenoy London approached colonlal office
asking inform officially protecting power that certl- '
ficatos already allotted and resorved for all Vittel
internees alao to request South American govermments
insist ennbling oxit atop. Ploase do utznout your end
cable.

I would be ext;ranely obliged to you for ;.nfoming me of the-
present atand ;Ln this matter.

smoerely yourq ,  '

ALK:bg - E




APR 28 1944

Yy dear Archbishops

Perait me to draw your attention to the danger confronting
groups of Jewa, in large secsure of Yolish origin, who hold pasg-
yorts and consular documents {gpued in the nanes of varioup Latin’
Aaerican republice, About two thousand of them are variously
reported to have been interned by the Geraans in canpa at Vittely
Complegne, Tittmoning, Lisbenau, Bergau, Belsen-Borgen, and it is
poassible that a number of persong outside these campa may also hold
similar documents, In tho pant, the German authorities wore reportod
to have given some recognition to auch documentation and, for the
wost part, the porsons involved wers spared deportation to Poland and
death zhich, as you know, has been the fate of 80 miny other Jews in
Germsn-~held territory, L.

Last Lecenber, upsn being informed that German suthorities ware
questioning the validity of Paraguayan doocuments hsld by some of
these Jews, thia G vornzent and the Intergovernaontal Comnittee
requested Paraguay’to abstain, for the duration of the war, from
questioning the validity of such dooumetits, Paraguay replied that
1t had’not cancelled and did not intend to cancel Auoh papers. Wore

» infornation began to reach the Board that tho Gernan

Americnn uissions in Latin
@ governasnts conoerned with a
ar to that addransed last Laocanber do Paraguay,

Thereafter, naw inforastion rasched the Board that over two
hundred Latin Ameri
Instruotions in Latin Apmorica to

¢oncaraed to consent to this Govarnment

approaching Qercany, through appropriate channels, for the durpose -
of inltiating negotiationn for an exchange of nationals on a
honlepheric basis, for which poraons in Jerman-controlled territory
holding passports and consular docwsonts {nsued in the names of.
Latin Aneriean countries would ba' 0ligible. The Latin Anerican

-0ouatries were: asaured-that; in the event of an exchange, they woutd

not be expsoted physioally to addit a0y of guch persons .and that
this Government would make arrangenents o route them elsothrg.

3
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fle ulso asked the Latin American ocountries concerned to approach
Germany through their protecting powers and demand that persons
holding passports and other doouments issued in their names be
acoorded no less favorable treatment than Germany expeots ite
nationals in this hemisphere tc recoive, Simultaneously, our
nissions in Madrid and Bern were instructed to request the Spanleh
and Swiss goveraments to inform Germany that the United States was
entering into discuseions with the Latin American governmente cone
cerning arrangenents for an excliange and that the United States
considered all persons holding passports and other documents isgued
in the name of Latin American countriss to be properly oligible for
exchange. ‘ [

The American Minister at Bern now advised ug that he has Juat
been informed that recent-efforts of the Holy’Ses, aimilar to our omn,
did not meset with any largs degree of success. Apparently, howaver,
this may be attributed to the fact™that in the Holy Sea's approaches
45 the Latin American countries the recugnition of passporte and -
other documents was ocouoled with the actual immigration of the
holders thereof. I should 1ike to express, on behalf of the War
Refuges Board, our desp appreoiation of the efforts already wado by
the Holy Seo in this matter. Had ¥e learaned earlier of the Holy See's
endeavors, we would have sugported them by assurances that the vecogni-
tion of passporta and other documente did not nacesgarily involve
inafgration and that, in the eveni of. exchange, havene for the holders
of suvh’documents would be found elaswhere,

In view of all that has transpired it would appear that the
aotive sapport of the Holy &ee for our approaches to the latin
American countries would be most helpful to the solution of this
grave problem of mutusl concern, and to that end, we sarnestly seek
your good offices, In this counestion, pvlease ‘be advised that the
American Representative st Vatican' City 1s also being anked to
address a similar request to approprlate euthorities,

Véry sincerely youre,

/w/ 9, '//0»6&

. ¥. rehle
Exscutive Direstor

¥,

lile Excellency -
The Most Reverend
Anleto Glovannd Cleognani” :
. Archbishop of Laodioea di Frigls  ©
* The Apostolic Delegate” ;
3339 Mapsachuaetts Avenus, N. W,
"f Washington, D. 0.

BAksinsLSLesseryals 4/28/0.

\
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Exeoutive Office of the President
Washington 25, D. O.

Dear Mr. Losser:

I think you will be interosted in the attached photo-
statio copy of & ocable which wos receivpd by one of our
friends from her lawyer, Edmund Gooteq&{l, who s in
Baslos . °

I think that this cable throws some light on the recent
movements of the internges with latin Amerloan passports.

Dr. Horo{tu;s and Mr. and Mra. Lindénbeum have reocently
been gm?tod Palestifie certificatess They are in possession
. of Conts’ Rloa pasasports, ° )

Mrs. Lindenbaum was previously in Vittel. It oould be in=-
forred from tho fact that she was moved to Tittmoning (not,
of oourse, Tittnoouing) that the latter {s a transit camp
for poople taken into acgount for the Palestine exchange.
I would be very grateful to have your .opinion and the infor~
mation you have on this subjeots ‘ s

Mey I also ask whather your Board would be prepared to take

up with the Costa’Rica Government the queation of the prolonga-
tion of the pasaports which are in possession of Dr. Horowits
and UMr, and Mra. Lindenbaum. i E .

I attach a list of other internees who, to _ou'i- 'lmoivh,dgo,' also

have Costa Rica passports. You may want to present their oase
at the same time, - o

ALK:bg .., Jiead, Bescue Department

. ——

\
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Mre. Yamar Sohorr OOSTA RIOA DOOUMENTS A interned st Camp

Vittel
Mr.Sohwaiobart Ohil,wife Perla .
and-.son Martin LI | . R ]
Juliug Grunstein ] » . . .
S8alomon Szejn & wife Eleonora .
and his father e e L . L)
Solomon Isaak Zukier & wife Melka Fajgol
and son Bernard and daughter Regina * . . .
Oskar LichSman & wife Anna Rozalja :
and daughter Regina s 8 . ¢ .. .
Max Brandel * » . % Tittmoning
Urs.Brandel . e L * Vitted
Dr.82yja Fakler,his wife Stefania .
end son Henryk . . . . .
M.Wotstein & wife . . . To. "
- Henryk Roshendler & wife ' LA . .
Mr. & Mrs, Lini:nbeum ~ . » . ' Tittmoning
Dr,Horowitz . L . "
Mr,Willnexr (from Jyow) LI | . . ]
M1, Adolf Yendelbaum . " . . L
Miss Holena Sylvia Mondelbaum . * 8 e Vitte? -
Golda Xahn : ®*® % Beleen-Bergen am Oell
. F . near Hannover. .
Uri{ Dan Kohn : L L | M .
Adelea Suchestow I EPE " , ", Vittel
Ela Suchestow : . . " " :

¥d
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RADIOGRAM
R.C.A COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

DI CEPHRATION T3S Lir A LERVICE
THE wOoRLD — !l-\ TEROIMBOSCTANT U S T s — TO SHipS &A™

* St A

aintvmtengy Ter. Clrcus 76210 APR 2~ 944
RECKIVED AT 7 CENTRAL PARK WEST MNew YORK, AT STANOARD Yine

CL2S SZ1303 XL BASEL 40 23 1648 ‘

NLT ROSE HOROWITZ 840 WISTENDAVE NEWYORK

DO NECESSARY THAT GOVERNMENT DOES CABLE TO PROTECTING

POWER THE FACT THAT PASSPORTS OF HUSBAND HOROWITZ ' ‘
BROTHER LINDENBAUM AND KIS WIFE ALL IN TITTNEOUING

GERMANY ARE PRCLONGATED AND 17 DOES INFORM GERMANAUTHORI1IES
EDMUND GOETSCHEL »

(Al

’ peompt eciginal RADIOGRAM should bo prosested ot the offies of
TBLEPHONE HAIO"Y 2-1811 ?:::omwm;«.;.ﬂ:ﬂl:xw inquiries qeote the mumber proceding the 'l.od wiein

¥
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APR 25 1944

i

Dear Mr. Rosenheim:

The following very confidential message for you from
kr. Sternbuch’was received from the Anorlun‘/ugnim, Bern, ‘under
date of April 19, 1944: :

"Formerly such papers wers isgsued by the following Consu- .
lates; Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Para- )
guay, Pern, Venezuela, Bolivia, Nicaragua and Uruguay.
Only from the San Salvador Consulate are these doc}uunta
now avallable. In order to save psople in Hungary' At is
of first importance that Consulates in Switserland’ be

— suthorised to confidentially ismue to us passports or

- oitizenship documents to be distributed to refugees frae

of charge. Traffic in falee passports would be endsd by’

thia measure. 7The responsibility would ba assumed by

the Committes that passports would ba used only for tem-

porary protection and when the emergency is past they would

be returned to the issuing atates,® . T :

b Very ‘truly yours,

3

T Tem ey o Fohile

Js W. Pehle
Executive Dirsotor

¥r. Jacob Rosenheim;] : : i ;
President, : . . i
Agudas-Israel World Organisation, . : - j
226 Weat 97th Street,
New York 25, New York.

W ey yau/ih




Ur. Pehle Aprid. 24, 1944

L. S. Lesser

The attached eleven dispatches to various Latin American
countries, Bern, Madrid and Vatican City are in connuétion with
the Vilttol problea and were inspired by Bera's 2282 of April 13,
1944, dealing with the Va/t:lcan's activities in this conneetion.
Additionsl dispatches to Chile, Cuﬁ and.Uruguay (with whom we
haye not heretofore communicated on this subject as we did not
know of any passporta issusd in their names until we received
Bern's 2282) and a letter to the Apostolic ADoioglt‘e.li'ére are now'

in the course of preparation. . ‘f)ﬂﬁ m >% M
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April 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

J.®.P. and L.S.L. éiscuseed the matter of DominJican _
passports with Assistant Secretary of State Beg‘le on April 22.
¥r. Berle was advieed of the conferences with Dr. Levﬁl,

Sr. Hem‘iqiez and Snra, Trnji;lo, and a copy of a draft form

of letter accepteble to the latter was left with him.' Me. Berle
seemed sympathetic to té px/"ogrum tut expre;sed the oiainion that
the General would probably want something more than a letter - an

invitationsto the White House, for instance., Mr. Berle made an

engagerent for the afternoon of April 24 with the Dominican

Ambassador in furtherance of this plan. He is to report. back.
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WEHORANDUN

e d : R
Mr, Varren has adviscd me that he
cencorning thae Latln Arerican passport

No. A=357 ¢ april 19, 5 wa,m, from sur Zubassy In Peru states that
1t haglearned ironm the Peruviens thet: eoue ivyg or fhree montlis
, as the protecting powsy, gave the Peruviens: the bg noed o
sons holdiry nassports nlleged te have deen irrezularly iseued snd
rether these. vere to be honored the Peruvian Goverrment

vhen asked

replied in the negabtive, Accordingly, ovr Exdbassy seys thwt he .
mettor is closed in oo far as these LE nve concerned, However, thé

Babnssy wried the Yeonviezne on humanibarien grovads to recoznize such
wasshorts in the fulure and the Poravians expressed themeolves ae Melng
sypsthetic to this srosositiony According to the Perwriavs these are-
sore doubtful passport cases ir Switzerlend end Ruaenis Tut none in
Sueden, -

Yo, A-D5 of Aoril 12, TU s, froad Baltd is eneobregirg, The
Minister o¢ Foreism Affnivrs is reusried to te vwholly in sympathy with. .
Lthé coneldérationg outlined in ocur civenlsr aivgrem. of davéh 71, ;
Houwover, he stated thot he conldn't o specific es’ts ihat Halti would
request of e roiecting pover bub gave assurances thnt Heibi wonld
act uithdraw the sc-called invalld passporis,  4s ko pub it he D21t
tha b the naturlization lsus couldibe protected and Lhe humeniterien
caucge swrsorted at the eaue tiue, ’ '




CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL hority

« WORLO JEWISH |:|]1\njfua'55,§I ig _
‘.‘ w_' VAt amsmms e am—y—
\ 330 WEST 42nd STREET o: Files |
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. o f)’f’,q,m, Req.

LONDON ‘ Cantes; nss W YRR
$S New Cavendish St, W 1 . TeLeriioNt: Z' >

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.9¢ X Apéil 19, 1941&
JERUSALEM .
Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471
MONTREAL .
1121 St. Catherine St. W Mr'e lawrence 8. Lesser
Assistant Direotor, War Refugee Board - -~
;'BX'CS‘E"Y Bxecutive 0ffice of the President :
onore 1 Waghington 25, Ds Ce

/\Cllﬂ

Dear Mre. leaser:

Wo received from Dr. Ignacy So}marzbart, of the Polish
National Council, the following oable dated April 6:

"After officlal investigation osused by me Romer got
.eonfirmation that people in Vittel deported March
acoording to this information the only way to save
tdem is an exchange to be proposed by the involved
countries your effort should be concentrated in thig
direotion my government instruoted already their
conoornod legations irrespeotive ateps alrea.dy under~
taken by other governnents cable developmento."

l(ay ask you’ to have the following oable sent to Sohwarz-
t through the, Americen; Enbeuy: ’
Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbert /

L5 Queens Court N v - a/@(/d

London, W.2,

& 1¢4C TR ESTION OF TIE TNTERNESS mh_' TITMONING LIBBENAJ
GOUPIEGNE AND BELSEN-EERGEN 15 THE OLOSEST-ATTENTION BY
THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD. THE UJLTED STATES GOVERNMENT A3 REQUESTED

PARED T0' GONSIDER ALL YNTERNEES IN -
PABSPOR'L‘S AS EXCHANGE MATERIAL. - Je




LONDON
One Harley Street, W. 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-90

JERUSALEM
Vead Leumi, P, 0. B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174~4

WORLY JEWISH CONGAESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL »

Removed to

330 WEST 42nd STREET 1829\B

NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

BLES

: CONGRRSS, New Yonx

April 17, 19443 %?7;;75[\/

John V. Pehle, Esq. ¥

war Refugee Board
Treasury Department
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Pehle: C s

wnen I was in Vashington, I spoke to you about the problem of
certain individuals wno are now beinz held in Nazl cemps, who
had previously acquired Haitian citizenship..’ Some time ago,
the Haitien Government issued a regulation according to the
terms ofwnicn no Haitisn could claim citizenship or could con-
sider nis Visa’valid unless he returned ‘to Heiti before August
1944, -

— S ;
Due to tuis regulation, there are a number :of Jews who are in
danger of oeing deported snd killed because the Haitian Govern-.
ment uas refused to recognize the valldity of thelr citizenship
since they were \mable. naving bdeen held in detention camps,

«fo be in Haity before ‘the spedified date.

I have_taken this matter up with the Haitian Apbassador who in-
formed me some months ago that nis Government was not able to
make any exceptions to tnts regulation, even ‘though he pointed
out thet: :in some dases the individuals concerned went to the
orotacung power and registered their desire snd intention”to
return to Halti before the date indicated in the regulatlon.

In view of events wn{ch have transpired since I met the Haltian
Ambassador end the establishment of the Yiar Refugee Board, the -
World Jewish Congress feels that 1t might be possible for the
Board to take up this matter again with:Haitlian -Government and.

to urge, through our Ambassador in Halti .end perhaps-through

the Haitian Ambassador here, that-this regulation be . either with-
drawn or so mitigated that Jews in concentration cemps, who hold’
Haitian ciltizenship, will be rescued from the terrible fate which
awaits them.

I shall be® very gratei‘ul if you wi.ll glve this matter your attan—
tion and if you will inform me as to any action which may be !
taken so that the tiorld Jewish Congreass can, in turn, inform

the ‘individuals who have applied to us for ralatives who are in
the position deseribed above, .




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE

Mr. Wann . ; - April 15, 1944
L. 8. Leseer ' B

I would appreslate it“if you would find out from Mr. Warren
ap early as possible on Monday the numbers assigned to the April 10
oables sent to the Latin American countries, Spain and Switserland.
I would also appreoiate knowing the nuabers and exact date of
transmission of the earlier/cables to the Latin American countries
incorporating Sir Herbert Emerson's report and recommsendations. -
Finally, I should like to know if .the earlier cable went to each .
of the following countries: Chile, Costa Riea, Bouador, El Salvador,
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru and Veneauola and whether the
April 10 cable want to each of such countries. If any of such
ocountries wers omitted, X should like to know\prqjlpuy.

~

A\

/iébu& catle .Z’/é(/r\'
i Rpicl 14( Q{M‘L"’) s .
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Ol Gorke A, Gruacs, Kol Ksueluans, Verapue,
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April 15, 1944
dr. Mann

L. S. Leeser

I would appreciate it if you would find out from 'ir. Warren
as early as possible on Monday the numbers assigned to the April 10 —
cables sent to the Latin American countries, Spain and Switserlund.  ~
I would also appraciate knowing the numbars and exact date of .
transmission of the earlier cables to the Latin American countries
incor orating Sir Herbert Emerson's report and recommendations.
Finally, I should like £o know if the earlier cable went to each
of the following countries: \ChileJ Coata Rica, Eocuador, El Salvador,
Haiti, londuras, Nicaragua, Jeru and Véhezuela and: whether the
ApTil 10 cable went to each/of such couiitries, If any of such
countrjes were omitted, I ghould like to kmow prosptly.

f Lt

i L e P
o(«"'d

" LSLesmerale 4/15/44




LONDON

#

Received several cables indicating immediate deportation

threatening internees Vittel caumps STOP Understand S(:ﬁiar;&rt
informed you details STOP We trying ascertain exact position
through various ohannele and contact Red Cross anﬁInt,qrg’év’e’mmenta‘l'
STOP Suggest you approach State Department apepial intervenﬁion
South American Republiocs insisting through prot;_ect;.ng powers safe~
guard their nationals in camps.

A

. . .

. The above telegram was dictated over the telsphone on April 13, 1944
_to Mrs. 8heppe by Wies Cohefi, Dr. Goldman's secretery.

AA,
A\




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
oATE April 11, 1944,
Mr. Mann

Mr, Akzin

o .
The attached draft of a memorandum has been prepared
by me in accordance with Yyour request of April 10, :

Enclosed: Mr, Pehle's note to Mr. Stettinius of
March 25, and yellow copy of State's cable to Bern 1151,
of April 5 (from your files), i v :

\ o

Enclosures

A4




DRAFT

Mr, Stettinius

J. W. Pehle

The attention of the Qbepart.mentvis dravn most respectfully

to the following:

L. A draft of a cable to Minister Harrison was sﬁbmitqu

by the iar Refugee Board to the Department on March 25, regarding

the fate of refugees interned by Germans and claiming Anerican
citizenship. Attached to the draft was a note bf the un;iel‘-
signed stating that™t is not unlikely that; ;Ehe Germans will
make inrulr: of the Swiss concemir;g the status of the pérsohs
inﬂuestion. I feel very strongly that the Swiss should: be
instructed, whenever such;inquii-y is made, to reply in such
a way as not to put the lives of these persons in jeoﬁardy".
Conseqﬁently, our Arat‘t proposed that Ministpr Ha;‘rison .
be instructed to advisel the Swiss govvt__am\‘me.nt to ana;ver any
German inquiries as follovt‘{a:‘ ’ -
"U;;‘i'{n the receipt: —from the Swiss government
of all portinent information available to tha Ggrmans
relating to any claim to Qnﬁéd States éiﬂiéensl\ip,
asserted by wny.persongd within‘tex"'ri't.orryf {lnder enemy
cothjol, the Government éri“'tgeyljnite;\i Sté@e;s will’
undebtake fully to investigate the matter, Vihile
any particular claim to United St;atée citiéenship

is under investigation by the Governmént of Lhe

3




United Stutes and until the Swiss gove;nment is

specifically advised to the conbrafy by Lhe Govern-

ment of the United States, the claimant must be

presumed to be a citizen of the United Stutes and

must be accorded all the rights, privilegeé{and

immunities to which such citizens are enbitfed "

2. No action was taken in this matter by the Departmenb un-
til April 5. On that date, without further consultation with
the Board, the Department sent, insteadﬁgf our draft, gdble 1151,
This cable ent%rely ignored the matter o?vj;opardy to the lives
of the persons concerned, but addressed,i?self exclusively to
the issue of financial assiféance.‘ The substance of the cable
was to inStruct the Minister "in the future, when‘iﬁ is consi~
dered by the Legatioﬁ that thé proof of citizenship is not
sufficient to establish‘the eligib{lity of suéh persons to be
granted assiatancc of a financial nature a8 outlined in the
Depﬂrtment's no, 1202, 1nsteqd of disapprovin the application
the Legation should merelv advise the Governmen of Swityerland
that the applicubion has.been referred to the Department and that
financial aasistanoe'may not, (repeat nob) be extended until
the application has received furgﬂeﬁfconaideraﬁion frun the
Department and until the Legation has' bcen ndviaed of Lhe decisicn

reached by the Department " Y . L . 3

i

3. -8ince the instruction given in the above cable provided

that in the matter of finamclal aasistance to these pereona, the

. -°- .—:—..only issue with which the Department aaW‘fit to deal in the cable,




these persons should not be treated as American citiz-ens
pending further investigation, it is difficult to perceive
to what extent the cable could serve what we understand Was
to have been its principal purpose, namely to safeguard the
lives of the persons concerned,

4, In the meantime, Minister Harrison cabled 'on—Aprll 7
the receipt of a report that 4 Amerlcan citizena, as “ell as
234 South Americans of tha category in quest.ion were evacuated
from tue interment camp at Vittel on March 31 t.o some prison
the location of which is unknovn, ’

5. The reluctance of the Departfient of‘state to t ake
dotion on the liges supgested i)y t.lhe 3oard on March 25, besides
possibly being responsible fb;‘ the Jeopardy of life:of. people
who may, after all, prove to be American citizens, 1is espgéially
embarrassing since t,he Departnient. has already ési(ed several.

Latin American governments to take.affirmative proteobive
action with regard to persons-in German»cont.rc;iled territory
claiming Lo be the nationais of those countries,

It is difficuxt. t.o 8ee how our requeat to our neighboring
‘republica can be reconciled with the evaslvg: and near—negative
stand taken by the Department with,referehcé to ‘;:eréobnarin
enemy handa clai.ming kmerican citizenahip. : g

6, In the light of the above considerationsit. is respectfully\
‘submitted that the Departmont may wish to reconsider the matter

of aending a cable -to Miniat.er Harrison requeating Swiss pro-

t.ect.ion, pending investigqtion, for all persons in enemy hands




\
claiming American citizenship. It is submitted that the
Department may wish to word this instruction in such a way

H ]
and to sendAwith sufficient despatch to safeguard the lives
. . .

of the four persons referred to in Minister Harrison's message

of April 7 as well as of all other persons of this category,
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‘March 25, 1944

Tot ir, Stettinius

110:40 a.um,

From: J, W. Pehle

¥ havo received information that thers are enall groups of
persons, mostly refugees from Poland, interned ai Vidtel, Frange and -
Hergen - Bersen, Germany; bacause they claim to be United States
oitizens, Concededly, a nusber of these olalme are rather temwous, .
some being based on such things as the issuancs of “first papers®
while the refugee was in the United States, and othera on the
naturalisation of a parent at a time wheu the refuges was an adult,
On the othe® hand, some of these olaims may be valid, partiovlarly
where the refuges claims derivative oitizenship, or claims to be the
foreign born child of a citizen, If these olaims to citisenship arve
not recognized by the Germans, transportation to Poland and death
will be the conssquence, . ’ '

/ ,.

We are further advised that it i3 not unlikely that the
Geraans will make lnquiry of thé Ewima concerning the status of the
persons in question. I feel very strongly that the Swiss should be
lustruocted, whenever such inquiry is made, to reply in such a way
88 not to put tho lives of these persons 1y jeopardy. To that ond,
I recoamend that the atsached oable be sent to Minister Harrison at
Bern with all possible haste,

" (Blgned J, ¥, Pohle

Y6 X,

LSLesserials 3/24/44




PROPOSED CABLE TO MINISTER HARRIEON, BERN

The War Refugee Board is informed that there snall groups
— --of refugees from Poland interned at Vittel, France and-Bergen - Berzen, .
Gernany, who claim American citisenship. The War Refugee Board is "~ - : .
further advised that the Germans may make inquiry of the Swiss o
government as to the validity of such oclaims, You are instructed to
advise appropriate officials of the Swlas government at the proper B T
tine that 211 such inquiries are to be angwered in substance as follows:

- ) QUOTE Upon the receipt from the Swiss government of all

pertinent information available to the Germans yelating

to any claim to United States citisenship, asserted by any .

porson within territory under enemy control, the Governnent - P ki
of the United States will undertake fully t¢ inveatigate s
the matter, While any particulariclaim to United States : \
citizenship is under investigation by the Government of o
the United States and until the Swiss goveranment is speoi-

fically advired to the contrary by the Governmont of the

United States, the claimant must be presumed to bo a

oitizen of the United States and must be accorded all -

the rights, privileges and immunities to which such

citisens are entitled. UNQUOTE

Lo L.

Lelecuerinly 3/24/ M




PARAPHRASY OF
CELEGR M SENT

Aprl} 5, 1944
, ¥idnight
Americin Legazicn, TERN
1151

FId Ol TUIST e A

It le -the unier- rxlrr of the Depler‘Tu Lot ih:re’afa
o Large rusuzr of ker'v*r 6e1r0 relJ AR cltiverr hf the United
Sc tes -in interrzer.t c.mpa in Gerr ry and anrn T -ﬁomlr ted’ '
eryitories vho £ing it difrievlt to rendlly ents Klich their
g%ulm ox Americin citlzerrhip. “In the future, ~hen 1t 19.
corfldereﬁ by the Lepation that chn nroof . of. c1c17ennh1n 1e not
aufficlent to ectnhliah the eligibillty of nuqu per-onr no\be
gru"ced \”Fi*tx“ce of fln*rci'l naturé-aa outlined in the
Depwrtuent'a no. 1202, 1nntcx‘ or disqn~rovlng the :pplication
thie Legatlon should merely ﬂdviae the Government of Switzerland
that the»\pullcation{n: “been refercdd to the Department and.
thwt fin\vcixl nuﬂl t nce miy not. (repe\t notl -be ‘extended urtil
e apﬂli\xcion has rnculve’z furbner’conniderztlon fro. nhe

Department and until th§~Le;uL;qn nan been ;dvine* or rhe declnlon

reichied by pheﬁDeﬁaererc.f

HULL
ajortis




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

_ INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

~

pATAPril 7, 1944 -
Mr. Lesser

Mr. J)\kzin

1, Attached please find a draft of a cable to those
Latin American countries’'to which this morning's . cable has
gone out, This cable contains the aubatance of our cable
to Paraguay, wi.th auitable ohangen.

2. According bo/Rabbi‘ ?rankl, passports and documents
have been issued to Polish Jews not only in the names.of Costa
Rica, Fouadory, El Salvador,: -Haiti, Nicaragua, Paraguay and
Venezuela, but.also in the names of Chile, Honduras and Perii,
with whom, it seems, we did not previously commnieat.e on the
aubject. )

I suggest, therefore; that cables be sent:. to 6ur Missions,
in the latter three countries, combining bl}e cable of - April 7

and the substance of the attached draft,

u
(\\\D & ‘y

e

: Qﬂ'w




Aprid 7, 1944

BEHORANRDUN

This matbor was f£irst ralsed by our ¥sbussy at London (Ho. 12822
from London, Decesber 18, 1943) but there have been other nources of
information (so0e Ho. 8114 to London, December 23, 19433 No. 319 to
Istantul, Deceaber 29, 1943) including the Polish Eubassy at Waghingtun
(4emorandun of the Polish Fabasay, Decszber R4, 1943)_and the Polish
Legation at Lima (No. 8655 from Lima, Decesber 29, 1743). The cattor
was roferred, through London, to the Intergovernnental Committes for
investigation with the Ewiss Governzent (Hos. 8114, 8190, and 281 $o
Ikndon, Deceaber 23 and 28, 1943, and Jamuary 11, 1944, respectively),

On January 11, 1944, the Departaent of State informed the Polipl
Ebasgy by memorandum that it had been advised by the Government of
Pavaguay that Parajuiy Wad not cancolled and did not intemd to cancel .
the pasororts it had iasied to Polioch Jews, and further, that the
Lejartoent had refarred the aattsr to the Intergovernzontal Conalttee
#ith the request that it endeavor to stay the daportation of persons
involved, This memorandum conoluded with tho statemant that the
Departdent of Btate proposed to take ang furthor steps which {t could,
On January 27, 1944, the Agudath Israel Youth Counoil addressed a )
retition on the matter to Ausistant Georetary of State Long, :

No word haying bean heard from the Intergovarnuvental Comaittoe
by Februsry 21, 1944, tho War Hefuges Board on thut date delivered a
+ oable to the State Department for transmission to Kinister Harrlson .
at Bern on thip subject, Lite 4n the afferncon of Hareh 14, 1944, the
Aar fefuges Board Yecolved froam the State Department No. 1703, asoond, . .
fron London, dated March 2, 1944 containing the report and, recozmendations
of the Intergoverrmental Comaittes. After it was sscertained that the
War Refuges Board's cable of February 21 had mot been transmitted by the
5tats Department, tho War Refugee Besrd prepaved, in the light of the
Intergovernmontal Committests report and resomlation, o subatitute
oable which was delivered to the State Departuent om Naren 16, 1944 for
transmiesion to Minister Harrison at Bem. It is this ssoond- or subatitute
eable vhich 1s presently in dispute, ’
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Mr. Lesser

Mr, Akzin

Re: Latin-American Passport Holders

'%; The followlng possibilltlies exist with reference to Jews in
erman-oontrolled territory who oclaim Latin-Ameriocan nationality,
now reported to he assembled in the camps of Vittel, Liebenau,
Compiegne, Tittmoning, Belaen-Bergen and Bergau: )

(a) ref by German authorities to take cognizance of
their olaims t¥ Latin-Amerioan natlionallity, and consequent losse
by these Jews of thelr speclal position;

(b) oconulnued internment based on the breéumptlon of thelr
Latin-Amerioan nationality; ~ ’

(o) permission to leave German-controlled territory, elther
unilaterally or on a basis of exchange,

In the prghent note, only (o) is being oconsidered.

2. Hiatoriocally, precedeﬂta exlst for permisslion belng granted to
oivilian internees of enemy nationality to depart either unilaterally
or ¢on an exchange basis,Departure was not always tantamount to
repatriation; thus, German oltizens who were allowed to leave the
United States in l§17 went mostly to Mexico., -In the oase of invalld
and over-age prisoners of war, Hetween whom and civilian internees
there exist certaln analogles, exchange during World War I as betwsen
Germany and Franoe and as between Jermany and Gpeat Britaln, consis- .

y

ted in internment in Switzerland. . .

3. In the ocase of Jews olaiming neutral nationality, Germans have
permitted unilateral departure even though.ihe basis of this olaim
was not muoh stronger than in the present case. This was the case,
notably, of Jews olaiming Turkish or Spanish nationality, . Unilateral .
departure was also permitted in many oases of Jewlsh subjJeots of. :
Germany and of German-ocoupled territory, if. they were in possession.
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of foreign visas or Palestine immigration certiflocates.

Therefore, despite the special circumstances of the prespnt
case, one should not entirely rule out the poselbility of uni+!
lateral departure. ’ L

o : -

,0n the other hand, there is ground to belleve that, as far
as Jewlsh olalmants of Latin-American nationallty are conocerned,
Germans might prove more receptive to exchange than to reguests
to permit unllatg;al departure. { :

Y

4, However, even a prellmlnary enquiry made ¢f Germany on
behalf of the Latin-~American countries in question, conceraing
the ohances of unilateral departurs, may be of value since 1t
would strengthen, in German eyes, the presumption that the per-
gone involved really possess the nationalitiee claimed by

them. As a matter of fact, any enquliry at all made of Germany
on behalf of the Latin-American countries in the interest of
these persons, whether bearing on exchange, unilateral departure,
treatment in mmps, or merely requesting a list of names and

addresses, 1s bound to strengthen this presumption and to gain
valuable t%ne. -«

Be As far as exchange is conoerned, the problem 1s made easier

by the small number of theae Jews, reported to be in the nelghbor-
hood of two thousand, as agalnst the many German oltizens estimated
to be in Latin America, Such German oltizens are gald-to be present
*in Latin American countries ln approximately the following numbers:

Argentina . 59,400 Guatemala 3,500
Bolivia : - Halti 350
Brazil ; Honduras

Chile 00 Mexico. . - 6,500
Colombia ¥ Niocaragua 150
Gosta Rloa ; . Panama -~ ' " L75
Cuba - .3,000 . Paraguay - 10,000
Dominican Republic -Peru 2,100
Eouador 2 “.Uruguay .- 6,000
El Balvador Venezuela 3,000

; These figures often inolude Jewlsh and other refugees from Germany
who have not yet acquired another nationallty and who, though deprived
of thelr citizenship status by Germany, are listed by Latin~Ameriocan
authorities as German nationals. - But even when this category is dle~-
counted, enough German nationals remain in most Latin-Amerlocan couyn-:
tries to furnish plen$iful prima facle exohange matérial, :
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6. A further important oonslderation relates to the faot that

& considerable number of German hationals from some Latin Aneriocan
republice (the number could not be readlly ascertained) has been
brought to the United States for internment in this country by
arrangement among the Amerioan republios. Therefore, a number of
German natlonals who could be considered as exchange material are
under the physical oontrol of this . government.

7. The attitude of Latin-Ameriocan governments to any proposed
exchange scheme may be influenced by two cardinal faotorat.

(a) their desire to be freed from a number of German
residents or, on the ocontrary, their desire to keep them on
their territory; ’ :

(b) their desire to avoid the influx of the Jewlsh beng='
fiotaries of the exchangae. )

On the part of the German government, the prinoipal considera~
tion woula presumably be the éxtent to whloch they desirs to keeop
their oitizens in Latin-Amerieca as agalnat theip interest in having
them brought home. )

8, Latin~Amerioan reluctance to haye ah influx of Jews could he
satlsfied withodt much ditfioulty, It 1s Bubmitted that the desiye

of this government to get thecooperation of Latin-Ameriocan . countries

in offering refuge to Jews in danger of death should not be permitted

to atand in the way of the present action. Any hint on our part that
the Jewlsh olalmants in question are expected to be admitted to the
respeotive Latin-American countries, even on a temporary or tentative
basis, can only result in further delaying the neocessary cooperation )
of these governments in approaching German authoritlies in the interests
of the Jewish olalmants. S . o

It should therefore, be made o}eaf %o all Létln—Amérloan ooun~-

&

As far ag disBribution of the Jewish olaimants is conaerned,
1t 18 understood that approximately 150 of them have the assurance
of Palestine immigration certifioa e8. The others (and the 150, too,
should the ahbove information prove erroneous) could he ‘interned in 5 -
8pecial camps -loocated in places puoh as. North or West Atpioa,_?alestlneﬁ
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gyprus, the Virgin Islands, or in neutral territory. Examination
of papers and dsoislone regarding ultimate destinatliono of these
persons could thuis be prooeseded at lelgure without the need for
them actually to set foot on the soll of that Latin~Ameriocan coun-
try of which they olaim %o be nationals.

9. In this connection, 1t id& not nocessary to dolay negotlatlions
until arrangements for such internment camps or other places of
refuge are actually made. What matters to the Latin-American
republics ls the negative assurance that the persona in question will
ot reach thelr béxderss- On this basis, 1f sufficient inseistence
1g shown on our part, it should be posslblc t3 got the consent of
the Latin-American republioce to negotiations with the Germans.
Posltive arrangements could be made while these negotintiona are
in progress. ’ -
10. It woul¢ seen that to some extent negotiations regarding the
repatriation of atetllians with oneny countrien in the precent war
have been conducted by the United States on bshalf of all Amerioan
republics involved. Inquiry in the Departuent of State ought GO
clarify this polnt, IXIf thins is 6o, this goverpment might be able
to take certaln preliminary ntepa toward oxchange or unilateral
departure of the Jewish claiuants without having to ask ench Latin-
American government seprrately to approach its proteotlng Power
ﬁor ghla purponns It is obvioua that much tinme would be gained
eroby. I IR IR

_11. Exchange negotiationg,: except in clear—ocut onses such ap
involving diplonatic and consular personnel, are often protracted
and compllioated, becausa of the difreranoe’in views bLoatween the
negotinting overnnents: The unual dlfferencos concern ilasues
such an nan-for-man exchanga v, all=for-all exchnge, and the. chdice of
ocategories of alvilians chogan for exehange. o c

In the present oage, more partloularldy, 1Lt ig quite likely
that thosa dernang whom the (erman government would like to get are
the very last whon the United 2tates and ths Latin-Anerioans .
would like to rolange. Gernan cltizens economically active in
Latin America, whom Latin Apericans night conoeivably want $o
repatriate to Usrmany ars presumably desired by Uernan authoritids
to stay in Latin Amerlieca, whereas active German propagandists and
agents whom Geranny migh& want to see repatriated, would probably
not be permitted by us and the Latin Anmerican governnents to gos

For these reasons, negotiations for exohange are by no mosns
iy

1ikely to result speedily in aotual exchange. e value of thesa-
negotiations would 1lie mainly in furniebing the Gormans with an
inducemsnt to treat thase Jews more or less decently.
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12, In the came of Hicaragua, Art, 11 Aand 12 of a treaty of

Feb, 4, 1896 (dartens, N,R.0., 2nd Serier, vol, 23 p. 232), con-
firmed by exchange of notes of Jan. 11 - larch 6, 1924 (ibid.,

3rd eeries, vol. 22 p, 200) gurrantee to nationsls of the contracting
rartios equal treatment and facilitiea for dejarture in aase of

war, Similar provieione are found in Art, 1l and 12 of the treaties
between Gernany end Costa Fidea of §ay 18, 1875 (ibid., "nd eerdes,
vol. ? pe 249) and betwean Germany and Guatezala, of Sept. 70, 1877
(Abld., “nd series, vol. 15 p. 512), though 1% i not clear whether
thase tresties hinve been renewed after 1918,

The point might also be reimed with respeot to rersons eclaining
the nationality of Nomiuras, Faname, Haiti, and Bl talvador, under
the nost~favored-nation clauees in the troaties &f these countries
with Cermany (liondurass Treaty of !larch 4, 1926, liartens, .X~.0,,
3rd series, vol, 26 p, 560j Panamas Treaty of Kov. 71, 1927, League
of Kations Treaty feries wol, 115 p, 2393 Haitl) Treaty of sareh 10,
1930, ibid., vol, 119 p. 2313 El telvador: 1renty of April 14, 1908,
dartens, N.R.G , 3rd serles, vol. 3 1. 259), though these trenties
do not exprouiJ provide for war=tine relatioml.

13. Under these treaties, the governmonts named; acting through
their protecting Power, may approach Germany with a request to per-
rit ghe departure of the persons claiming nationality inm thore coune
tries, threatening deterioration of trcr tment of resident Cermn
citisens in case of rofueals

l4e A siailayr appromch to Germany, in a:king for exchange, uni-
lataral departure or at least continued treatment se olvilian
internees could be made by latin Americen governments on behalf of
the respeotive cle:lraonte gven without trenty-basis, Peciprecity in
treatnent is a wellelmown practice, and (ermans in all Latin-American
countries, even if partly supervised or interned, etill enjoy a
gre~t desl of freedom with reepect to:personal liberiy, property,
and economic netivities. These econonic rositions nre highly re-
garded in Gormany, end a thrert to restriet them further would
probably ocutweigh in Gom oyes the actter of _the trectment glven
to 2000 Jeve,

15, It appears from tha foregoing that 1% would ‘be unwise to comit .
ocurselves to one particular solution in preference to others, sinee
ene cennot judge in advence which of them ig mora likely to rucceed,
The important thing is to cubark upon a procedure which would leeve
the door oren to various solutions and which weuld result in the
immediate atay in a1l further deterioration’of the status of the
Jewish olaimants, . The attoched eables nre projosed se first -topo
in this procedure, to be taken ulml}anoouﬂy nnd witkqup dohy

Attachnenu.
Miss Chauncey (Secty), Ahuhauen, mnou. Friednan, Md, laughlin
Leser, Henn, Pehls, Stewart, Central m« - Roou 94, Ceble Mh‘ol
mn - 381
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2lesse deliver thy following message to Icaae Sternbuch;
Postfach 1688, 9t. Gallen, Switzerland, from the Agudae“larael
vorld Organizationt '

UOTE ¥loaee provide” complete list of SouthiAnerican

ané Gentral-smerican oongulates in Suitzerland{nhloh issued

paseporte’ or oitizenship ¢oguuents for threatoned Jews to
rorastal) eventual siffionlties. Jacob Rosenheld UNQUOTE.
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Mr, Warren
Mr. Pehle

. It will be appreciated if you will have the attached
eable dispatshed to Ysaae Sternbugh, Postfach 168, St. Gallen,
Switgerland, from Mr, Jacvb Rosenhedm, Fresident, Agudae Israel
World Organisation, and bill the Agudas Israsl World Organiszation,
226 West 9Tth Streat, New York 25, New York, for the cost of the

measage and any answer thersto,

BAkein:ip  3/31/h4

)
&M\ }CS ) .
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Fron War Refuges Board to Harrison

Please deliver the following message to Isapo Sterabueh,

Postfach 168, 8ty Galden, Switserland, from the Agudas Israsl World
Organizations ‘
"Please provide ocaplete list of South-pueriean
and Oentral-American conmilates in Swgturland which imsued
Passports or ofitisenship documents for thr.atohed Jows to
forestall eventual difficulties,” Jacch Rosenheint
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THE UNION OF UNIVERBALLY ORGANIZRD ORTHODOX JEWRY
{WORLD-AGUDAK OF OATHODOX Jrws INg. )

o

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE: LONDON - BRANCH OFMicES: JERUGALEM AND NEW YORK

. OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
_ R - 226 WEST 977Tn 8TREET
: NEW YORK 28, N. Y. -

March 30tk ,1944

Prof. Benjamin Akzin s
War Rafugaa Board '

U.B.Troasury Building

‘ashington, D,g,

Dear Frofossor Akzin,

Reforring to your conversation with oup collaborator
ir, 8, Frankel’, I bog to propose to gend the following
s cablo to our representative in S'.vitz-.\r]and, J4 T
“tarnbuch; : W
g "ISAAC STERYRUCH
{ POSTFACH 168 L s
s ST. JALLEY, SWITZ2EKLAND .

YLEASE FROVIDE Co: PLETE LIS
N AND CRMTRAL-AMIRICAN CUNSUTATES 1IN SYWITZ3R1AMD
FHICH ISSUSD. FASSPauYS @ CITIZENSHIP-DOCYLENTS

FCE THRZATH.D JEWS 70 FRESTALL EVERTJAL DIFRICUL-"
TIES, .

T OF SOITH-AMERICAN

JACOB ROSENHEIM"

I take the opportunity to sand yo
laat statemant to tho Var KNofugao
vhichwe submittoed last. wook, -

u enclcsod a copy: of our
‘Board cone wrnidng oxchange,

I hops that you will Hm;a tho. opgortunity
ful work in favor
regards,

e

of roally-sujcoss-
of Europoan Jovry and arm'in with kind =

.—-Yrourrs Tait ;/' O .
Lo INL A7 S /A7
Qi 62/////6“‘ 7
L‘J COB ROSENHEIl. - !

. - - President
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AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD OR" ANIZATION
226 West 97th Street ,
New York 25,N.Y. »

%q%\y .  MNarch, 23rd,1044

#p.;John Pehle, Dirsctor
“ar Refugse Board
U.S.Treasury Building
Pepariment of State o
Washington, D,C,
Sir; ¥ i

3 :
o are respoctfully presenting for your consideration and motion this
brief memorandum pertaining to Jewish internces in French“Geman camps,
who possess South Ameriocan and Latin American passports:

I,
A number of Polish, Belpian and Duteh Jews possoss documents from various
Ssuth American states, which wora issued 'to tham by.their respesctive
Consuls. A part of tha sbove mentioned have passports and some havebnly
letters froam the Consuls, stating that their govemmant s have recognized
the as citizens of their respective countriss. Several hurdreds of these
poeple are interned in the follaving camps;

Vittel ’

Liebenau

Tittmoning  all in Germany
and Complegne in Franoce,

However, tho major part are internod in Belsen-Bergen near Hanover

In November 1243, the Garwan muthoritios at oamps Vittel, Liebenau,
Tittmoning and Compiegne, took away all ‘tho doouments of the interned
Jews, and until February 29th,1244, they had not been raoturned to them,
In Becomber 18r3, these intornass wero in geave dangor of boing deported
to Poland, which %@ould have moant instant doath. Howover, through the *
offorts -of the State Demrtment which intorvened.ith the Paruguay—"ovor-
ment (which had issued mest of thoso passports) and the other South
American countries, the passports and documents. in question were acknow-
lodgad as valid. It is evident , hovevor, that tho German camp authori-
ties*aroaware of the natux‘r\e of thase passports and documonts, and accor-
ding to the romarks end actions of the various camp oemmanders, it seems
that these poople are saved merely for the purpose of future exchange-
possibilities. ! o -

These internsos ara a part .of the 1n5¥ rorgngxlt{s’“ of Palish, Bal gian and
Dutoh Jowry, and many of tham aro.cutstandifig Rabbis, ‘spiritunl and-oul-_
“tural leaders, ! , T ) ’

‘t s vary urgent to begin with the exchange of at Iast some of these

interneos so that tho Gorman government may bocome swaré of the con- R
corn of the United Nations in behalf of the people who pessess the South- -- -
B American documents, It is thrcugh this mothod aloe, that tho poople "~ -

i in these various camps can actually be savod. They tiay- otherwiso be con-

i tinually kx threatened with being suldently doported to the death-ocomps ]
- . il - of Poland, - S C T o

| A large number of those internees are in possassion of immigration cor-

: tificatos to Palostine, - and the South-Americen -countries mmy thereforo

: be assured that those people will not bocome & burden to their countries,
! bt 'will eotually go to Palestine, Even pending protracted negotiations,
i

i
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1

these nepotiations would thus themselves mean a certain kind of protection,
agdinst the dangor of bLeing deported. We are prapared to submit on request
a list of approx. 150 names of inturnees inthe cemps montioned; who could
be taken in view for such anexchange., . o

v

11,

“ith roference to the intermess in Balsen-Bargen, ve aro infcrmod that it
is impossible to sstablish any contact with them, Bvon tho Americen and
International Ked Cross have not succaedod. Since the South-Americen
cruntries, ssprcially Pararuay, have racornized theso interness as tho'ir
citizens, it is urcent that tha strongast pressuro be exterted on the
Yerman authoritios, to permit the Kad Cross to contact this camp, so that

" the interneas in Bnlsen-Bergen - ould be traatsd in the S§8e manner as
the South-American internees in all other camps. .

I1I.

Yo have rocertly been informad “from Switzerland, that an intervention on

behalf of the War Refuges Board at the Government o' HONDURAS would be

highly desirable and very urgent, in order .to bbtain also from that Govern- b

ment the ack:owledgament of cit izenship documents, rightly or wrongly j

isszed, to save threataned human 1ife from certain.annipilation, i
Respeotfully 'subm‘ittod

AGUDAS ISRAEL W CRLD “ORGAKIZATION

Prosid oﬁt . .




&

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

oate Aclil 5y L5ks

10 lip, Lesser

FROM Lr. Akzin

) ' » S

J
Ret Latin-irerican Passport Holders .

1. The followlng pessibilities exist with refereiice to Jews in

German—controlled territory who cladm labinsirerican nationality;”
now reported Lo be asserbled in the camps of Vi ttel, Liebenau, : -
Geripiegne, Tittrmoning, Belse: 1-3argen and Jergaut '

¥
®

(2) refusal nhy Gr-r.‘rn anthorities to t-ke cognizance of
' their claims to iatiamineriesn nptlonality, ani consesuent loss
B by fdhese Jews of their speelnl pm,it‘nn,

. (b) econtinued iwl,ermrnt bisad on Ghe m‘Mum»Lion nf their
Latin~dceviean naticarlity; .

(c) peymigsion to l(-zxvc Gevisn-conlrolled Lerr‘itm‘* vy olther
unilaterslly: oron a b'\'-xh of exehange, |

b

In the px'nsmt uot.c, only a(c) is'palng considoved,

exist for permission bHelnv dranted to.
tionality ‘to-depart either unil=teraliy
or on an exchange baslis., Devarbure was nch alve s baabtemosnt, to
re_matriatiow, thus, Geradn eltizens whio were wllowed L6 louve -Lhe- . i
United States in 1917 went mostis to.Mexico. I the use of invalid -

2, Historléally, srecsdents
mom o oo eivilian- interness of ene

. and ovm*-—‘.ne orisonecrs of vz r,'snh:et‘n whom und- eivilian internecs

\ R there st certain analogles; exchange-during viordd-iar I as bFLhLé'!j :
Geripany -and France and us between Gerazny. und. Great, Bm.t( 1n, consig~ !
.- : ted in intermment in Switzerland, =

. - ’ 3+ In the cdse of Jews claiming neutr»] nat,imality, Qormans have .
“permitted unilate¥al departure even though the basis of ‘thix claim

viag not much stroager than’in the present case,  This was-the case,
I notably, of Jews claiming Turkish or Spanish nationulity,  Unilateral
o departure was. also nermitted in‘many cuses of Jewish subjacts of

. ! ;: Germany and of (‘ormrm-occupied territory, if they viere in. possession
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