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/%‘EPARTMENT . TDIVISTON OF \
OF b COMMUNICAT|0NS
STATE AND RECORDS
oo RONTRE } ey
AMBMBASSY,
LISBON.
2957«

The War Refugee Board r%quutu that you deliver the
following moseage %o Hr. 1, woumun. 178 Avenida

Libvardads, Lisbon, Portugali
QUOTE Have you recent information concerning nuaber

Jows of 'mrkuh‘/orasm in France who have returned to
Turkey, numbers and presont sondiiion those whe are still
n Prancet Havo you aleo information ooncerning nuaber of
sup of Portuguess and Spanish origin who HOT® ropatriatod
o lhidarl?\/ Nopld Jewish Congrass, leon Kubwuskl

UNQUOTE.
L]
WRBIMNVIXG L
7/10/44 :

DECLASSIFIED
Stato Dept., Letter, 1-11¢ L E

- By R, H. Pirks nnzo_S}'_E_‘ZO 07
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CABLE TO AMBASSADOR .wnelil oliL DEXT.r, LISBUb, PORTUGAL

Tre Gar }‘,efugd\g Bourd re,uests bhat you deliver the following
messuze to Mr. l. Veissmen, 179 avenida Liberdade, Ligbon, Portugali .

(UOTL Hsve you :ecent infcruation concerning number
Jews of Turklsh origin in Fiance who huve returned to
Turxey, mumbe:s and present condition thooe who are still
{n Frunce? Heve you algso inforantivn concerning ramber of
Jeus of Portuguese and Spanish origin who we- e repatriatod

from Haiderit .

. SUKLL JEWISH CONURESS
LEON KUBOWITZKI  UNUOTE

T3Is I #RB CABLL TC.LISBON NO. 53

FHRHEEIECR R RN
July 7, 1944
10:30 a.m.
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS \

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL « CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1834 BROADWAY &
& NEW YORK, 23, N. Y.

-3

LONDON :

55 New Cavendish St, W 1 2‘::::0::““::0 2““’6’(;’9‘;‘;

GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson July 5, 1944

BUENOS AIRES

Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM In reply refer

Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 471 o No. 138 .

“ MONTREAL {

1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY Hon. John V. Pehle, Executive Director

Sonora 1744 Yar Refugee Board
Treasury Building N
‘Hashington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Pehle? '
Mgy I ask you to kindly forward to ir. Weissman, through
the facilities of the State Department, the folloving
messeage! )
"Tot r., I, VWelsgsman, 179 Avenida Liberdade, Lisbon. Froms
Dr. Kubowitzki, Yorld Jewish Congress, New York.
Have you recent information concerning number Jews of
Purkish origin in France who have returned to xurkey numbere
and present condition those who are gtill in France? Have

e you also information concerning number of Jews of Porbuguese
% and Spanish origin who were repatriated from Haidari?" \

Thanking you in advance, I remain

‘Sincerely yours
| oV

A, Leon \Subowitzki, Head
Rescue Department

<
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ALKsef
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'k ()i!leh. vw oF Tauézwa SENT o
FROM Secretary of State, Washington
T0: American Bmbassy, Ankara
DATEDL tay 13, 1944

HUBTRY 425 %

Tais 1 8 Usble No. B

/Qf—

Your 43 to War Refugee Yorrd o April 22 recetved. Aa'oord:ngiy.i

latter desmuntchad to Turkish A.mbaanador requ:sting $hat the Tm-kish

‘A

goversnent advige Gernan and other a\\xthoritiae An l‘mnce that upon

the resertion of a cladm to Turkish nationality, the olainnnt is to be

y g_Q

7 o CONTROL ggpy

axtended 811 me rie.hts. privilogn and immunities of a. hrktlh naﬁoml

unlens and until, after investigation, the ’mrklsh govemnent ndﬂael

such authorities that it has rejested such olnim, .

that thas ‘Murwish govamu‘{e»xit postpone making adverse determinations of

such olaine until after the termination of the Wur,

The ﬁmbaqéa&or has

been informed that %His Goverament hisg’ taken a similay position with

respect to refugdes within German-controllsd aresu claiming Aﬁer{oaﬁ

oitizenshin,

klfe further stoted t-h'at. ‘ghould tﬁe ‘mrkluh' govofnmont ﬂnd 1% 6osslb1h. S

TH ] furthe: requent_ed

pendiw investigation. to brim’ about the svamu\tion from German-controlled

w111 undertake to mke funde availeble trom Amoﬁoan sources for their

- areas of oleimuts to Turkish nationality who may be !.n dangor. tho Board

maintennnce and mpnor% and v!ll furthor \mdMe prOnptly 40 find havenl

outnide Turkey for moh evacueen whose claims %o ’I‘urkl-h nationauty are

rejected by the Turkish governmoni.

Pl‘ql_o oontinue

--DECLASSIFIED
Staf.e Dept Lotter, 1-1172

By R H. Parks DauSEE 0 197?
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Ilease conbtinue your efforts along éama_ 11:1';4'35.», : : S \
Ye also understand that weny Spanich nationals in Greece -
¥ are interned for deportation, We are urging Spaln to. take action
similer to that asked of Turkey, but we suggest that you ‘migh_t' support
D , ‘ .
» . - our =chion by urglng Spenish Minister at Ankara who, we dre inforued, 1s
handling the mstter, We are also &sking Vatican “to intercede with Spain,
HULL,
4
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CABLE TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT, ANKARA, FROM WAR REFUGRE BOARD

\ This 1 SR8 Cable No. _35 ',

i Your 43 o War Refugee Board of April 22 received, -
Accordingly, letter despatohed to Turkish Aneagsador -
raquesting that the Turkish government advise Gorman and
other authorities in France that upon the assertion of a
olaim to Tarkish nationality, the c¢laimant is to be ex-
tonded all the rigits, privileges snd imuunities of a
Turkish nationsl unless and until, after investigation,
the Turkish governuent advises such authorities that it .
S has rejected such claim. Ib is further requested that tle N
Turkish government postpone msking adverse determinations
of such claims until after the termination of the war.
The Aubassador has been informed that this Government has
taken a similer position with respect to refugees within
' German~controlled areas claiming Ameriocan cltizenship. .

Ke further stated that, should the Turkish governuent.
find it poseible, pending investigation, to bring awout
the evacuatlion from German-controlled areas of claimants
to Turkish nationslity who mey be in danger, the Board
will undertake to make funde availakle from Asierican sources
for their maintenunce and support ond will furthop undertake
pronptly to find havens outside Turkey for. such evacue#s
vhoge olaina to Turkish nationality are rejected wy the

_Turkish government. L :

. Ploase continue your efforts along same lines.

We also understand that many Spanish natlonals in-Oreece |
are interned for deportation. We are urging Spain to take . :

action similar to that asked of Turkey, bt we suggest that .
) : you might support our action by urglng Spadish Minister at _ .
Ankara who, we are informed, is handling the matter., Ve’ o
are also asking Vatican to interceds with Spain. ) .

T
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Moy 10, 1944 R o
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 WASHINGTON, D. C.— L ' ‘ W. RB__._‘r-———-——- :
’ o : ~ Filing Authority
N To: Files : S :
. Ne. 8. ‘19 : L a—
o 999/93 » May 6, ‘44 A Wo. Ana. Pem
' I 111111 E——
Dute :
'L Al ,..A - .. . R .- .
' ~ Mr, J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director
War Refugee Board
) . . Executive Office of the President
¢ Washington 25, B, Q.
4 My dear Mr. Pehle:

I wish to acknowledge the recelipt
of your letter of May 3, 1944, conoernlng the
plight of _the -Jews” olaimlng Turkish”natlionallty
in France, and to inform you that upon repre-
gsentations from the Wérld Jewlsh Congress and
the Venezuelan Embassy I had brought this matter
to the attentlon of my Government. -I have .
recently been informed by them that of the Jews
in question those whose natlonallty status 1s’
in order have been and are belng freely admltted
to Turkey, and that those who had lost their
cltizenship could riot legally return to Turkey.

..~ I have lately been approaohed again . .
& : with a request for securing, at least temporarily,:
the gooordance of the privileges of Turklsh
nationallty by the German authorities to Jews
whose status has not been finally established,

and I am transmitting the matter by courier. to

my Government. I shall not fail to inform you

of their replythen 1t arrlves.

s

As you are aware, the Turklsh Government
is doing everything within the limits of possibl-
1ity in order to relleve- the sufferlng or these
veople, : [ .

I remain;'my dear Mr. Pehle,

51ncerely yours, e '..'

Turkish Ambassador

D S e




My dear Mr, Ambassador:-

) . Permit me to dru/;gm- urgent attention to the desperate plight
of a large number of Jews claiming Turkish nationality who are in

France and other areas umder .German control. It is understood that
the Turkish Governasent has recognised zome of these claias but that
in most cases no action has as yet been taken with the result that
some of the persons involved have alrendy been transported to Poland
and almoat certain death., Information now available to the Board
indlcates that an sdditional group of approximately 800 Jews claining
gurkish nationality are in imminsut danger of departation from France
to Poland. AR S S .

Tt is uwnderstood that Turkish consuls in France have forwapded
a 1ist of these perscns to Aniara for confirsation of their status,
but that .as yet no deternination has been made by the Turkish Govera-
zent. While the Board recognises that the deteraination of these
claims 1g = matter solely within the province of the Government of
Turkey, the Board feels constrained to address you on this subjest
because it 1s the established policy of this Government ‘o tuke all
menpures within its power, consistent with the susosssful prosecution
of the war, to rescue the victims of eneny opprescion who are n
{mainont danger of death. S

¥e appresiate that the investigation of these claims to
furkizh nationaliiy mast necessarily taks coasiderable time. It
15 feared, howsver, that pending such investigatioas, the claimants,
or a pumber of tham, sre Mkely o be, deported, Yor this reason, .
we suggest that the Burkish Government might fimd it sppropriate to
advise Gersan and other suthorities in Frouce that upon the assertion
of a claim to Turkish paticoality.fhe claimant 18 to be extended all
the rights, privileges and imnities of & Turkish natiomal unless

i
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... It is sincerely hoped that the Turkish Government will find -

it appropriste to take the position above suggested and otherwise to o o cT

. extend {ts protection to viotims of German oppression in France aumd . - : ) :
olsewhere, Thus, the Board has been informed that many of these '
claimantg to Turkish nationality are Turkish born and that the
validity of their claime msy often depend upon an interpretation: of
their acts since leaving Turkey in the light of the Turkish
Nationality Law.  In view, of the dire consequencss of adverse
determinations of such claims at this time, the Turkish Government
might £ind it appx"oprnt‘e in such cases to postpone making adverse
detorminations in such cages uniil after the termination.of the war,
Furthermore, should the Turkish Government find it possible, pending
investigation, -to bring about the evaguation from German-controlled
areas of claimants to Turkish nationality who may be in danger, the
Board will undertake to make funds available from American sources °
for their maintenance and support and will further undertake-promptly
to find havens outside Turkey for such evacuees whose olaims to
Turkish nationality are rejected by the Turkish Government,

In view of the desperate situation in which thesecelaimants
t5 Turkish nationality find themseolvee, and the deop concern which
this Government has for such viotims of Gsrman oppression, I feel
fres to express the hope that the Turkish Government will find it
posgibls to extend its protection in the nanner sugzanted, or in some
comparable manner, to the perscns concerned, .

Very sinc-i'qu yours,

(Signed)J, N, Pokle N
J. W, Pehle. : : R
Executive Director ‘ [ :
- : N A . B ._ \!
! o M 1
lion, Mehmet Munir Ertegun - .~ : &y’ L
The Asbessador of Turkey ¢ L T e A .
: !

Fashington, D, Ce -

LSLensersals 4/29/Ak -
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" WORLO JEWISH CONGAESS \

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. ¥:

LONQON - Ly Frlyiat I X, CanLES: Comugss, Naw .Yon!(
55 New Cavendish St, W 1 /(&? y/} }" ' ‘/ TeLesitoNB: LONcacRe 5-2600
Y GRNRUA . R A A . T I O BT : .
i 7 GENEVA o R B Ry o iaAd
37 Quat. Wilson . April 27, 1944

BUBNdS AIRES
- Corrientes 202490

~ JERUSALEM
% Vaad Leumi, P, O.B. 471 : R .
MONTREAL Hon. John W. Pehle, Exscutive Director
"1]21 St. Catherine St. W W&.l‘ Refugee Board ) \: -
MEXICO CITY -Executive Office of the President:
Sonora 174-4 Washington, D. C.. ; Lo

Dear Mr. Pehlet

I am attaching a copy of a lettar which was ‘addressed on ‘
April 12th by the furkish Ambassador to Mrs James W:lge‘.fv

I infer from this letter that the attitude of t.he Turkish
Govermuent, with regard to the 10,000 Jews of Turkish -
origin now in France, has in fact not changed and that
the danger which threatens them is more acute than ever,

The Turkish Ambassador writes that those who have béen
deprived- of the Yurkish nationality "in accordance with
Article X of the Turkish Fationality.Law, for not having:
complied with the duties of all Turkish citizens, have .
not been granted certificates of nationality.. -Furthermorae,
according to Article XII of the same law, such ex-gitizens
axre not allowed to return %o Lurkey." : '

Acoording to our Lishon representative, Mr. _Weiod{zm. the
veal situation is the followings o )
"It was about 1935 that a law was promulgated in Ankara,
cancelling the nationality of thousands of Jews Lliving a=-
broad. They wers to make spscial applications in .case’ they .
should like to be recognized as Turkish citizens. All of '

. them have made out the necessary applications, but m_a._x_:x of
them hava been refussd d others have never racaivad an

answer. . of these people are actually Turkisbh-borm. ' . :
Many of them coms from Istanbul and Smyrna, and among -them R
are many Turkish war veterans.' : S - L
X1 think our viawpoint has been best expressed in a letter . i
i : ‘addressed on’ January 27th by Dr. Wise to Mr. Trate}'a. a " )
‘ . . copy ‘of whioh is attached. : : o
i S SR .

PR




I would be mrateful to you if you would call once more;.
Ambassador Steinhardt's atbtention to this question so -that
he may ask the Turkish Forsign minister to instruct -the -
Turkish Diplomatic Representatives in France to protect
all those Jews claiming turkish citizenship regardless of
whether they fall or not under the competence of the
rurkisn Law of 1935.- N I

nooking forward to nearing from you,:l remain’
! >, % X
. i
Sincerely yours:

ALKsef
3nc,




e Sl erasm . GORY e e e,

TURKTSH TMBASSY
" WASHINGTON, D. C.
; No. . 773/540 . , e e
. ' ' S  April 12, ‘_i944":' '

S

v
Dr. J. W. .Vise
World Jewish Congress A
R 330 West 42nd St. SR
- New York City 18 :

My dear Dr. Wise:

. I wish to refer to our conversation at the Embassy last

! : February. I have now recéived a reply to the inguiry I had

o addressed to my govermuent with regard to the status of “the
Jews, formerly of Turkish nationality, in France, in which :
it is stated that all Jews of Turkish nationality residing .
in France and in German-occupied territories and who gave complied
erffeotively with all the regulations concerning eitizeénship,
have, on .application to 'furkish Consular Offices, been granted
visas and have returned to or are returning to Lurkey, either
individually or in groups. Only those who. have repudiated
"Turkish nationality or been deprived thersof, in accordance:
with Article X of tne Turkish Nationality Law, for not having
gomplied with the duties of all Turkish citizens, have not
been granted certificates of nationality. Furthermore, | . -
according to Artiole XII of the same law, suoh ex-citizens are : L

., not allowed to return to Turkey. e S N

*The reply goes on to outline the varioua faoilities for transit.
which have been granted, purely on humanitarian grounds, to non- :
Purkish Jews emigrating from Burope, in spite of the over-. . :
burdened transport facilities in WYurkey, and to state that large ) ’ P
numbars have been and are being. evacuated from the ocoupied : !
countries in murope into Palestine, - ‘

gi [ wish to bring thia 1nformatioﬂg§9 your ‘attention, and remain ) L S i

~ Sincerely yours.

(stgned),»n.‘n.»Ertegun, ‘ . : i
- “Turkish Ambassador.
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. w¢é¢km;_~¢yﬂu~n”ﬂh;“A;,@;;a@sHinister to instruet the Turkish represantatives in France to.-

“C O PY

~ January 27, 1924

Res VD 840,48 refugees/4980

Hon. Howard K. Travérs, Chief
vyisa Division .
Department of State - %
Washinzton, 2o, D. Cs

L

My dear Hr. Traverss

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated January 14; 1944, con=-

taining information cabled to the Department of State by Ambassador

Steinpnardt. Pursuant "to this vatter, and being fully cognizant of
the assurance accorded to Ambagsador Steinhardt that all possible
measures would be undertaken to protect the thousands of Jews in
jeopardy in France wherever tiey ocan establish citizenship, may I.

draw your attention to a statute promulgated in Ankara in 1935 as' '~

a result of whioch a large segment of ‘turkish Jews regiding abroad
_lost their status as Purkish eitizens, 7.0 BRI

Phat the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs is doubtful as-to
wnethner they Vichy authorities will honor his intervention on be-
nalf of those who cannot establish their Turkish oitizenship can
be interred from your letter. Bearing this -in wmind the World
Jevish Congress wishes to stress the faet that the French au-

" thorities (Prefectures de Polige). rafused to rescognize this den

: . Fesidence, and other legal documents delivered by the ¥rench
i ‘Zutllorities subsequent to the enactment of the aforementioned law :

a result of this unique aituation the :German occupying authorities
ocategorized these Jews as rurkish ceitizens and treated them -as.
neutrals. -Being Jews they perforce suftered but were. spared the
fate of concentration camps and deportation. Untortunately tais
anomolous situation has ocoms to the attention of t.he Nazis, wno

g\' upon learning that many of theselggws are not ‘considered as Tapkish

citizens, have seized this opportunity to. persecuts them. I.there=-

fore teel it imperative to point out that in this Life or death™
matter the powsr to render aid is vested not with the Vichy author-
ities but with the tfurkish Diplomatic Representatives in France

who have the prerogative to recegnize them as Turkish citizens, . -

i would be most grateful if you would

convey this vital information

to Ambassador Steinhardt so that he may ask tha-Turkish Foreign -

proteot’él; ihose Jews claiming Turkish citizenship, regardless of

N

‘nationalization by the Turkish sauthorities. ~All the identity, Me-r

beara the stamp that the possessors are of Turkish nationality. : As’

Lo et 0]




don. Howard XK. Travers -2- January 27, 1944 "\

whether they fall under the competence of the Turkish law of 1935,
or whether, for various reasons, they did not heed thie Turkish
request to return.immediately s0 thatl thelr rlgnta as Turkish
citizens could be’ eafeguarded. . . . . -

1t is my opinion that the teohnical problem.o: whether these 8h=

dangered Jews are Turkish citizens or not is immaterial. and should
be postponed until arter the war. I trust you will concur with .
with me that for the present it is essential that the iives of
these pesople be saved and the Turkish authorities be ‘induced to
extend every possible regulation so that the stricken people can
survive the ordeal confronting ;them.

¢

May I extend my cordial and sincere. thanks for your kind attention5”

in cnis urgent matter.

. Faithfully yours,

(J_/ / ﬂ%,(,/,‘_\f ﬂ//.f&

PRESIDENT




“PLAIN “ /ﬂj}

Lisbon
Duted April 29, 1944
Rec'd 3:52ia.m.{ SOth.

Sceretary of State,

Washington\

1504, Twentyninth, 6 pen,
WRB 10 FROM SCHWARTZ FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD ANB
LEAVITT
Joint Distribution Cemmittoo Now York, “Blickenstaff
has now receivod 1ist‘zzg_pames approved by French ‘
authorities for North African camp including 365 sephardim
m;;t rocently arrived. No information yot regarding
. trunsportation facilitios this group’ ‘or even approximute
date departure. Concerning Jows of Turkish originvnpw
France threatened wiﬁh ﬁeporéation Ambdssédqr Steinhafdt-
again;discussed mattor‘with Minisﬁdr‘Foreign Affalrs,
Ankara who . advises moStjspoéific instrucfions‘havé beén
sent to Turkish Ambassador, Vichy and evory reason to
believe these instruct?ﬁﬁs being faithfully carried cut,
Concerning Canndian immigration project difficult under-
stand why authorization transit visas 80, slow especially‘
view fact all persons receiving canadian visas go through
;Bpitithsqcurity, Thus far 115 persons have come to Spain

fron France and'bgingrmgintained bz us',

- NORWEB




A

Dear kr. Leavitts

A

The following messaa\e for you:from Dr. Jogeph Schwarts

wae received from ldsbon under

date of April 29, 19441

/ .
m3lickenstalf has now received list/'l'lo nanes approved

by French authorities for Horth African canmp including
365 sephardim most recantly arrived. #He information

yot regsrding transportation facilities this group or
even approximate date departure. Concerning Jews of
Turkish origin now France threatened with deportation
Anbassador Steinhardt again discusscd matter with

Minister Foreign Affairs,

Ankara who advises most .

spscific instructions have bsen sent to Turkish Am~
bassador, Vichy and every reason to believe these
instructions being faithfully carried out. - Concerning
Canadian immigratica projuct diffieult understand why
authorizytion transit visas so glow especially view

faot all persons reoceiving Canadian visas go through °
‘British security. Thus far 115 persons have come to

Spain from France and being maintained by us.®

. Mr. losas A. Luv.ltt.,J
. Secretary,
AmericaniJewish Joint
; - Distritation Coumities,
‘ Z10 Madison Avenue,
: i New York, New York.

71'!'1:1;\:‘ '5/2/M Q&f , <

Very truly youis,

Ju 7W. PCu‘ 7
B»xgcntive Director

Koy




Lagr br, Leavitt:

Tue following messzage foryou from Dr. Joseph Schwarte
wasg rpceivad frem Lisbon under dote of ppril 25, _19_1,1.: :

Governnent intervenes,

APR 27 19

w36 'hu‘kfaﬁ/repnfriates frow Gresve arrived Istanbul
receiving our full agsistance.
‘nationals now Grasce'rmay Le deported unless Portuguese
- futhorities here being approached
b .- undertuxe necessary steps. Similar situation coafronts -

another larger group Spanish’nationsls interned Oreace
- . for deportation. Representations have already besn

¢usll group Portuguese”

made by Spanish linister, Ankara, and wa taking up

matter liudrid but he‘];p
six thousund Turkish

triation uncertain now in precarious situation.
“dor Steinhardt informed and assume will do everything

your end important.
nationals France whose status repa-
Anbassa-

poseible btut.important pressurs from Washington be

applied this situation if dsportation this large group
: r information, Internaticnal Red
Crosa ship BBLLACITTA' arrived yasterdsy Istanbul from
Rumania carrying one hundred thirty children twenty

to be avoldad. Yor y

escorts.®

¥r. Noses A, uavi.tt’,

Secretary, -
Mi@{HM
_ Distritution Comittes,
S - 270 Nadigon -Avenue,
[ i . _New York, New York..

—‘f‘;—_..’.ifjf“" AL R ISMPRIIEEIES Y, SiE)

FHslab 4/27/44

K

Very truly yours,

{81gmot) 3. V. Pehle

Jd.:¥. Parle . ‘i
Exscutive Director

Appraxm_ateiy

'
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‘[Dated April 25, 1944
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1242, twentyfifth, 5 P

WRB, number 6y BOLLOWING MESShGF IS FROM JOSEPH
SCHW; RTZ FOR WLP REFUGEE BOARD LND LEAVITT JOINT DISTRIB—

"'UTION CCMWLTTEE NEW YORK. [Afk

‘“%6 Turkish repatriatos from Greeco urr;vod Istanbul

receiving our full assistance.' Small group Portuguese'

nationr..s now Greece may be deported unless Portuguese‘

B +0 be avoided.» For your information. _Intern tional

o ae®

Govern‘cns'lntervenes. kuthorities here being approached
rovoers

underta&e necessary steps.. Similar situation confronts

~another 1traer group’ Spanish notionals 1nterned Greece

for'ioportation,' Representations hove already been

Madrid ‘but help your end 1mportant. Approximately six
thousand Turklsh natfonals France whose status repat-

iation uncertain now in prec&r&ous sit ation. hmbas-

'sador Steinhart 1nformed and assume will do everything"

possible but important pressure from Washington be

- applied this situation if deportation this large grazp“

A

N ‘Rod crose

made by Spanlsh Minister, hnkara, and we taking up matter
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_ -2*#}1242,fﬁf_twentyi‘ifth, -5 p.m., Lisbon
E I " Red Gross ship BELL: GITTL arrived yosterday Istanbul
from Rumania carrying one hundred thirty children )

twonty escortsh.

A NORWEB ~
v '
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RECT~561 4 _’Ankara :
This telegram must be . Ll .
parsphrdsed belore heing- 'Dated April 22, 1944
commumicatod Lo anyone

other . than a Government Reoc 1a 7455 pentey 23rdé

Agency. (BR)

secretary. of State; Y ) '
| | DEPARVRIEAT OF STATE

Washingt one

» S EPRo5 L

732, April 22, 3 pemi: o anICNS
: : Tl KECURDS

FOR THE-WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM THE AMBASSA

Ankara number 45.

I percelve no objection to the . Board raising ‘with

~the Turkish Aqxbagsador in Washington the danger of
: deﬁo‘&*tation to abproximately 800 Jews in France who

claim Turkish nationality,
Department's numbor 350, April 19-

: As the Board is aware the Minister for. Foreign
Affairs at my request has on. two occasions ‘belegraphed .
the Turkish Ambassador in Viohy to lend every possible
assistance ‘o these "individualse It is’ quite possible

that, on receiving word from his Am‘oassador in Washington
'that he has beéen approached, the Minister m&\y again :

communicate with the Turkish Ambassador in. Vichy.

‘ smmam

TR 2 G




~ PONTROY |

This telegram must be
paraphresed bafore being :
nomrrnni ag «I-na
other hWan o Po‘auu
aranty. ( R}‘) s

RPN *BJLSSX

380«

FO” Pt
¥YRB o 24.

Reprerentauive of Joint Dlstribution Oommlttee in Spain hau

nnpyé,.d,

Al Ko A

AEBASSADOR FRCH *wiR RUPUGEE BO&WD

8 Pelo

B

i .

/7 Jﬂ”}/

April 19 1944

it
advised. Board dan_.er of deportation apnroximately 800 Je"s 1n

France wizo ¢laim Turkish nationality. Lieta of ‘these people have

been. forwarded to Ankara by Turkieii Conpule who awalt declsion

concerninn

Board should raise aueetion with

 Tarkish Ambassnaor' here Anh

“view of negociatione reported in Smbasay cable 299 of Fab-

I ruary 19,

P

4/19/44

e Sl C ST R i B

WRBIGLYIKG

HULL
(GLW)

v - NE

thelr etatus. Your ovinion in requésted,as,to mh6ther
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CABLE TO ANKARA v
From War Refuges Board to Steinhardt

Bou'd has bun adviud n-o- Splin thnt npproxintdy
800 Jews in France ehhtng hu-khh nauonnlity m in dlngnr
of deportation, Rurkish Consuls have romrdod lists to Ankm
but have received no decisicn cmeu-ning ltatua of these pcuph.
War Refugee Board has been nked to intervno 'ﬁ.h Turkish
qathoritiqn. In view of nogotiatimu repomd in your nulbu-
299 of February 19, please advige if in your opinim Board
' should x\-.:..’ question with Turkish Awbassador here.

'THIS IS WRB ANKARA CABLE NO._2%

B : ' Aprid 15; 1944
2:15 p.m.

méhb wn

cc: Miss Ghauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamaon, DuBo:ls, h‘iedman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Pehle, Stewart, Central Files
Cable Control Files Xy
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. % LISDBON IERR AT AL e
FA 47 ¥BX P3160-LISROA 123 27 2015- - - -Keceived and :Stencilled-hurido4,: 1944

NLT LEAVITT

JOINT RISTRIBUTION COVMITTER

270 “MADISONAVENUE NEWYORKCITY :
702 SAMUEL QEf‘UE"./PRJ\ BAFCELONA I\DVIQE" THEFE ARE RO% I‘PPROXI"-‘;ATEIX EIGHT}WNDRED JEWS
N FRANCE MOST OF THF\K IR PAFIS ANR! LYGV“ "YiKO V«ERE BORN In TU"KE.Y hND CLAT' TURKISH
I}I\.TIC-.\!ALI'I’Y BLEIS OF ¥HICH THEY COULD BE HEPATRT‘\TED “TOP TORKISH CO]SULE HAVE YOF-—.,

¥ARDED THESE LISTS AM(/RI‘ BUT HAVE RECEIVED.NO LECISICN CONCEFI\T\!G TI'EIR STATUS
' . _ WUTCH REND & THEI% COMDITION CPITICAL ANL THEM SUBJECT TO DEPORlATION ‘STOP URGENT -

xen SAKE NECEUSARY INTERVERTICHS THFOUGH WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO. ’1‘URKIS*!J i&ﬁ“ﬂORITIES
TEAT THIS GROUP BE R[PITRII\TED EVEN PENDING FIRAL DECISION DE”“"R‘EIﬁING THEIR
BATIGNLLITY £TOP ONLY Ih THIS WAY U‘N THIE GRﬁUP BE SAVED S'I‘OD ‘I‘UY.KI"H CONCULATES

FRc‘NCE:SROE.‘LD BE I" STRUCTE TO PFOI‘ECT THFSE PEGTLE /BE ARRANGE. THEI"( R“‘PATRI!TION

ALVTSE, 7 ,
V4 - ‘
JOSEPH CCITGARTE . :

o

s




" \EMORANDUM FOR_ THE_FILES i

. April 14, 1944

Ret Jews of Turkish nationgle .
ity residing in France.

On December 21, 1943, the Germans publicly amnounced in Paris.
that efter January 31, 1944, Turkish Jews would be treated the same as
German Jows. The ‘urkish Consulate in Paris thereupon warned all Jew-
ish Turkish nationals who were "“in-order with the Consulate General™
and who wished to return to Turkey to propare for departure immediately, -
According to Hirschman, the Turkish Consulate protested to Viochy, but
without effect. ) - : !

The Board's files indicate that on February 1, 1944, Jacob

"Landow of the Americen Jewish Committee informed Miss Hodel that he

had been informed by Breckenridge Long that the Turkish Government on
Januery 31 had agreed to extend pagsporte of refugees in France vho are.
naturalized Turkish citigens. Information.to the same effect wvas given -
to Mopes Leavitt and to Rabbi Wise in letters from the State Department
declaring that State Dgpartment had been informed that the Turkish Gov=
ernment would "do everything it consistently cen to protect the Jewieh
people of Turkish originality who £ind themselves in France™. On Feb~
ruary 19, (Wire No. 299) Hirschman reported to the Board 1. . Steinhardt
had persuaded the British Ambassador in Ankara on February 18 to send &
note to the Turkish Foreign Office concerning the plight of Jews of ' A
Turkish originality in France. This note stated that the British Govern-
ment cupports the request made by Steinhardt on two previous occaslons
requesting Turkey to make necessary representations to Vichy that, Jows
of Turkish originality be not expelled from France. It is commonly be-
lieved that 10,000 such Jews had been divested of Turkish nationality
by “operation of t}ge Turkish Laws o R T AR

! On March 6, Hirschman reported that he was informed that 700
visas had been issued by Turkey to these people up to that time, but
ngoveral thousend" had already been deported to Poland not withstanding
protests of the Turkish Ambassador in-Vichy. He reported: that the .

Turkich Ambaesador in Vichy was continuing his efforts but he advised
th’g;t the Boafd exert sll possible pressure on Vichy directly.




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES -

© April 14, 1944

Res.. Jews of Turkish national-
ity residing in Franses '

On Decexber 21, 1943, the Cermens publicly anrounced in Parie
that after January 31, 1944, Turkish Jews would be treated the same as
German Jews. The lurkish Consulate im Faris thereupon warnsd all Jew~ .
ish Turkish nationals who were "in order with the Consulate Genersl"”
and who wished to return to Turkey to prepare for departure immediately,
Acoording to Hirachman, tho\{‘i‘urunh Consulate pretested to Vichy, but

“without effest, . e S '

s The Board's files indicate that on February 1, 1944, Jaceb.
~ Landow of the Americam Jewish Committee informed Miss Hodel that he .
had been informed by Breckenridge Long that the Turkish Govermment on
January 31 had agreed to extend pasiports of refugees in Franee who are
naturalised Turkish oitisens. Information to the same effect was given
10 Moses Leavitt and $0 Rabbi Wise in letters frem the State Department
declaring that State Djmartment had been informed that the Turkish Gove
orpment would “do everyithing it consistently can to protect the Jewish
people of Turkish originality who find themselves in Franoe”. On Febe
- ruary 19, (Wire No. 299) Hirschman reported to the Board that Steinhardt
had persuaded the British Ambassador in Ankara on February 18 to eend a :
_mote to the lurkish Foreign 0ffise conserning the plight of Jews of o
Turkish originality in France, - This note stated that the British Govern= -
nent supports the request made by Stelnhardt on twe previous occasions
requesting Turkey to make neceseary representations to Vichy that Jews
of Turkish originality be net expelled from France. It is coxmonly be-
lieved that 10,000 such Jews had been divested of Turkish pationality
by operation of the Turkish Law.: E o .
On March 6, Hirachman reported that he was infermed that 700
visae had been issued by Turkey to these people up to that time, but
"geveral thousand” had already been doso.;totto Poland not withstanding
protests of the Turkish Azbaseador in dehy, He reperted that the
Turkish Ambascador in Vichy was contimuimg his efforts but.he advised
that the Bosfd exert mll possible pressure on Vichy dirsetly.

oy
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§ Ankors, March 13, 1944

Subjacts : Forwarding report from Mr. Ira KA.
Hirschmann, Reprosontative of the
War Rofuges Board, to Mr. John .~
Pehle, Acting Divactor of thn War
Refuges Board. 3

1

-t

" The Honorable
The Secretary of Stats,
Washington.

~

Sixs:

I have the honor to forward herewith a report
from kr. Ira A. Hirsohmann, Representative of the
VWar Roefugee Board, to Mr. John Pehle, Aoting Diraotor
of the War Refugee Board, Washington, regarding :
efforte which are being mate by Mr. Hirachmann and
the Embassy to rescue opprbssed minorities from
Axig-ocoupied Burope.

Respectfully yours,

Laurence A. Stginhm‘(‘l't‘ :

Enclosures .
- Report as_desoribed.

8ae1
ELP/mp

To Department in original and heotograﬁ)}?* ‘

oot Chauncey; Abraharson, Akain, Bernstein, Oohn,
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin,.lesser,
Iaxford, Mann, Marks, MoCormack, Murphy, Paul, °

i, Pollak, Rains, Smith, Standish, Stewart, H. D. Wnite,

"‘Pehle, Sargoy, Manron, Weinstein, Files , i
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N - ‘ Ankara, Turkey T
[ p arch 6, 1944, e

Jr. John G. Pehle, Acting Director,
War Refugee Board,
Washington,

Dear Mr. Pehlet . X
o ) I submlt herewith my first \report on the altuation exiatinc
) in Turkey and the Balkan satellite vouwntries pursuant to-the -
assignment given ms by the War Kefuges Board and our prelbluinary
discussions in Washington on January 24th and in your telegram '’
to Ambassador Steinhirds (No. 120 of Fehrua.ry 12th, 8 pom)

En route to Ankara I spent five days in Cario.’ Aotd.ng on
the advice of Ambassador Stelnhardt. I went for two days to c
Jorusalem to explors-the situation there as related to the Board's
program. The time both in Jerusalem and Cairo were devoted to -
investigation connected with the activities of MERRA (Middle '~
Rast Research and Rehabilitation Administration), since auiorbed,
I an told, by UiRRA. -Thls report goncerns itself with the .
situation in Turkey. as observed by me sinoe the time of uv arrival’
here until the date of this report.

“ Daspateh #574 uof February 20th irom Anbaysador Steinhardd
to the Seoretary of State covers the psriod up to the date of
¢ arrival. The position as T found it at the. time of wy arrival S
u\)AO and the stepa teken by ne thereafter are as folltmsx . T

“‘ 1 Rnﬂ. Traffic. The relqtivaly E;LI&t;ed nunber of ref\\gaeu :
yhu had buen coming through Turkey by rail since 1941 from the : i
-Balkan satellite countries virtually ceased on or aboui Janwary 1, . oo ,
1944 . Prior %o that date, during October, November, and December : |
1943; 200 rofugees came through' Turkey from Rumania, Bulgaria, o
“and Hungary and ave now in Palestinu. The ilungarians conld not -
go through Ruieania ord the Rumanians could not.go through

\j\ ‘Bulgaria. Nor would vhe Balgarians or diy, iefugees who had-

L

found their way into Bulgaria with Purkey ds their intended .
‘destination leave Bulgarlao But for. this sioppage the. pumber: of
rescued people would have been mora or less regular aocordtng to-
thr gchedvle then exiatin.b

Thin schadude of “about sixty a week conatituted nhm faailios
permﬁ,ted to enbar furkey en route to Palestins from eaeh oi‘ ﬂm

'DECLASSIFIED -
State Dept. Leth:r, 1-11- 72

' By R. H. Parks Dnte__S_E_Lzo 1972
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tices satellite counjries mentioned above:. (On thls quéstion of
the nine families thére still exiats some confusion of ‘Interpre-
tation and efforts are boing made-to haye thin-elarified with tho .
Turkish consuls in each of tha countriess ‘In soms inetances it
has beon interpreted by the Turkish consuls abroad as nine peopls
rather than nine families, whieh iz the interprotation of the
Turkish authorities in Ankara.)

The lists of visas approved by ths Turkish authorities. in
Ankara which were to bs forwarded to dhe Turkish consula inthe
three countries were at tinos dslaysgt for six to alght wseks on
the desk of Kemal Asziz Faymann, Turkish Diractor-Usheral of b
Deopartmont of Consular Affairs. In accordance wiih the
and protracted routine of the Turkish authoriiles as o
below three to four wmonths were requlred for the reldo
addition, the routine was frequently choked at oneg or -st¢veral
points- The Turkish authoritiés maintalnad thal gous of theae
1ists were hold up on M. Mabyin (Vice Conaul of the British
Embassy) desk- -I have reason to believe that this claim iz no%
without foundation.

In this connection I think it dosirable to acqualnt you
with the routine and the stepa necessary to be taken in connce-
tion with the approval of visas and bhe time required under this
routine to obtain visas and relesses for rofugess from the
Balkan states. The steps are as follews:

(1) Mr. Barlas of the Jewish Agency nskes - -

up his list on the basis of information given {This requires

him by representatives and others who have coms from 2 10 3
from the occupied countries. It is necessary. waeks ) :

10 have the full data--name, date, where. and
when born, present address, etce '

(2) These lists are then sent to authori-
ties of the Jewish Agency in Palestine for ilhem.
to obtain guarantees of admission to Palestine.
by the British government .reprosentatives there.

(3) The British authorities in Pé!égtina vf(Thie,requires

after checking sends it edited and approved. . . from 20 3
1ist to the authorities in London for authoriga- ~weeks ).~
tion. . )
~(4) Yondon officials send the authorized (This requires
1ist to the British passport officer at from 2 %0, 3 -
Istanbul, Major Whittall who is very aodpera- weoks;)

“tive.
R
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one or two insta
nine wooky.
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(s) M‘tel “the hxim.z,h peu.port olfficer et {n

- Tstanhul obisius thi 5 dal4, ke mskes up a nots 1

- aach weak which go ‘[“tanbul to \at‘ “Jwy
in the Brivish & :
the nanes of thre rin

(6) . ¥sby Rhan ser.ds 3 mté Lo the durkd
ltindatry of .Foreign Affairs containing the
names of the nine fanmilies rrom ke Ghres
satellite counbries. )

Y

F) %his CLABY ilien ruaches Uhe hends of \ e
“Ardy Yema) Payuann of the Foreipn CGitice, who
voubtea it Ll m\g‘h the varloue Gepaytments of
the Twkishtpovernmend, viz., the Minister,.
police; *ailltzrv authoricies am oiher uu_& inla.

'é’,} Ther £17. the stepsof !.ppa 8L ‘m S {Thie reguires

ouplinad ALY 6 hive teon ‘/Luaxﬂe(‘, tlie nsnei frém R te 3

are dlspstohed o the Turkish coneuls ag viesks ') -
Bucharast, Budapest and Sofia. (now Plovdiv :
due to. bombing of Sofia.,)

duner 1200 nanes hag Leon uppr )vod .Ln She’ pm ied |
Ger 1943. In saditlon, an sgreement had been ob- E \
%y tained fvom the Palestine guwrmm\t Lo reruit ),000 Jeniah :
refugee chiidren to come into Fakestine previded msens of -brans- i
portation could be urranged, in groups of 75 <o 150 per week.
The approval or \he Turkish goverrment had teon obusined. fox
this wcveusnts  he sgiecment voc finally cencluded:in January.
1944, Lokl the Turkish snd Britleb ofiiclale in Aukave agreed
- %hat nemes hied been scotnmalsiing durdng December 1943 and . L .
January 1944 Thorl‘mlta neinteined mt sone bf the velupecs ' - M . '\
had remained in Tatanbul violating % reement that they leave RS
~ within 24 hours and that this was a reasovn for:holding back on- : s
-additionsl nameg. « A check-up disclosed that-there wne some .
truth o tLiy contentions. ke the result of discassion mith
repreeanhat:.ves of tle Jewish ar,snuy they 8.(>1 sed to r.uu au eno.
to \,his p.auu.c:t:g> ;

While it 1s-correct that tho ‘l‘urka had abreeci pricr \.o z;qy
- . arrival to permit more refugees to pass through Turkey: than had.
S s ’been abYe 40 leave the Balkan countries, 1t is also.a:fact that
aome who had been listed for departure-had been delayed and
ware being held back due to the above outlined red tape in
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Turkish and British procedure. , While the American. Bmbasay 'had'
succesded in expediting individual cased, they were atill
atruggling at the time of my arrdval to have the routine

simplified. "

 After consultationa with British offlclals including the
British Minister to Turkey, Mr. J. C. Sterndale :Bennett, :
Me. A Knox Helm, British Counselor of Embassy,- Mr. Maby {on
whose shoulders the routine of this work had fallen) and the
aforementioned Xemal Aslsz Payumann, it was ascertained that the’
Turkish official maintiined that thk entrance visas were being -
delayed while araiting a general 1bttor {rom the British guaran-
teging that all Jewish refugess enbering Turkey en routa to .
Palestine would be pernmitted to lenve for Palestine within 24
hours. This letter was finally loocated and the refugds XOVe~ |
ment was resumed as per telegram No. 344; February 26th, 5 pm

Tn a consultation-on Maroh 3rd with Kemal Asiz Paymann at

the Turkish Foreign Office, X was shown the written authoriza-

{on being sent to the Turkish consuls in the Balkan satellite
countries guaranteeing:the regular flow of refugaess on the
basls of nine families™a week and 140 children with. 10 adults
every 10 days to be drawn from the three Balkan satellite
nountries. “We do not ses ab this tine any reason for -the inter-
ruption of this movement by rail unless ‘somsthing unforesesn
develops. R . S

.12, Maritime traffic.  The political and military situation .
in the Balkans ie more chaotic and subject to deterioration =
from day to day than is generally understood, ~The plight of -
the minorities grows increasingly worse. The Jewish population
has-been subject to persecution, and annihilation to an extent,
that begpars desoription and upon which youthave had reporis
from time to time, which in my opinion are understated rather
than overstated. Below I shall offer some further background
.material more nearly up-to-date on the gituation relating to -
refugess and potential refugee movements -from Hungary, Rumania,
and Bulgaria. Some brief reference will'also be made to
rofugees -in Yugoslavia, QGreeco and Jena of Turkish origin-in
Frances’ . . N

Xy,

In view of this desperate situation in the Balkans and
the relatively limited number of refugees who - ¢can be saved
through the quota system and the bureanoratic delays inherent
in 4the ancient:Turkish system, it had become apparent to- the
Ambasasdor and all those dealing with the problem before:-my
arrival that large scale rescue movements by sea would be in-
dispensable ‘if a substantial number of  the persesuted minorities

-l MELgtO be rescued.. Efforts had been fooused-on evacuating some .
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s were willin
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-— pnce of ths Amba: n"ﬁo“ pw"ov‘“W",
'nr‘(lnh shipow:er of *ha 8¢ VAPAN (¢

. 282 of Febriary 18. Ths p
“Lidh ovew [ro @ Tatanuil
vl With alovt 900 Jeriph

5ioFad Lo
o Conatenne

i a .»d. t!‘
from o1 ~f tha }3~311~ I“ - :”C"‘?Te)‘.'?'
zﬁsmt n' FO Proazrenieih to replacs the ship in

loas 5a Jebassndor Statnhar “‘;. nndo i‘o“"l?:.'(‘ pors vane

and written: repvesonmtiona to the Minister for Forelgn Affairs

and Minister of Communications. The discussions concerning the b

charter were Tomuined ard'sh hic writing Yha possidbl 1‘*“ of .
securing . tha mithorlaitisn 2a.the Turkish anthorities in mora
promiging. - The consanh of the Turkish Cebinot wWill however ba
necessary... In ihis adtnantion T "os Ta 43 add Hhint T “..“.':-\ hed
the fullest: and most whe? "Hc"frtc'i ooperation from Anhassader
Steinhardb rarssrally ond the nembers of his ahle steff in a1

; of my afforts Lo rpscus rafu-ess avd,p‘.\r*tau.nm"-:.'»in the muoy
suit of thia ghip : o

. In ordar 1o m:p-\-‘i{.o the plannad pesas e -of tho ship with
‘the refugees; wo hawvs proporod that 1% should go from 00'13‘...n5°
dirsct to Haifa. Aa shtatod previously, it must ha understecd
that no such vn"ew:s cen be contemplatad withoub .safe condust obreinzd
through the Tn -qrm*,.‘.an:‘.l Bod Cress, ‘an the ahip must ply throngh
‘waters of tl‘i‘ Rlask 887 ond Aopsan Sea adjacant to delords eon-
trolled by +ha Rusalana s .ld Grrmnng :u‘.d withetiy thie zafe conduat
would be subjech to gontiant ..?ba"}' .Mnrovnl of . the Oerman,
Russian, and British goverimnnia 48 necosan N the mather
of the Gernan app:ioval, pravione mcporio.,.co ?.;a ndicatad that
. such raquesta have bean delayad for as Jong £ WX months. Wo
_ have no way of knowing to what ex’t,ant. the Uermans may delsy
approval in this instance.  Msanwhile we have approached: -
Mr-8Simond,: the rnprou"ntati.v« 1ere. of the International -Bad
Cross,-who is telographing Gonava for this appv'oval, and 'r-'ho
has promised to axpodite suthoerination from the ﬂt\m&ns with
whom he has-an active lialsaon.

e T
T
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Simultanooaa]y with cur efrort.s to. sacura the 'l‘ur}cish )
ship we determided to press for a Swedish boat, On Februaty 2L
nesting was arranged for me by the Ambansadoy with-Mr. Modig,.
tha Swadish Minister in Ankara who agreed to telegraph his .
government in Stockholm recommending the use-of & Swadlsh ship
for the above mentioned purposs. He. cabled on that day asking
Tor permiassion to have the SS BARDALAND, which was then en rouie

to Salonica to tow the Swedish ship CAMELIA damaged by aoccidental '

bonbing diverted to Constenza for our purpose. -There being a
considerable movement of Swedislt ships plying from Canada to
Greece, we recommended that thijh or another Swedish ship be
diverted by permission of Stecskholm for this purposey In my
telogram to you of February 21st (No.-306) I roquested you to
synchronize these efforts through-the Swedish Minister in Wash--
i"gton I should like also to record the cooperative attitude
ranifasted by the Swedigh Ministor and his sincere efforts in
bohalf of ‘our work. .

Hr Yodig has today inforied ms of the telogran he re-
celived from Stookholm, about which T telegraphed you on
Yarch 8 (Noe 39'7)

Mearwhile &n alternative yropoaal was made by the Jewiah
Agency to a shipommer in Istanbul for the lease dnd eventual
purchese of the S5 NECAT. In his telegram No. 380 of March 3,
Ambassador Stein}m‘dt inforied you of ths prelinminary negotia-
tions concerning: tha SS NECAT, If the purchass of this boat

can be arrsnged at a cost of appraximately $400, 000, it 1s our
vptnfon that it will bs a sound investment in the furthorance
of our work and the larger scope of the War Refuges Boaxdts

program since it will cost no more than transporting the same

“number of refugees by a vessel under charter. It will also

opan up poasibilities of introduoing the subject of  larger
quotas with the Turks by reason of the donation of the veasel
by the Red Crescent. : Ambagsador Steinhardt informs me that
an a:result of ‘his discussions with the Turkish-officials con-
osrned with the matter, he bslieves that may bs amenable to
the proposal. - I talked (today) with Mr, Almet Remsl Goneng,

Dirsctor General of tha Red Crescent, which as the beneficiary.: -

of the proposed purchase of ths NECAT iir“vaioualy eager to -
see the nepotiations materialise as the organisation of which
he is head is in need of materials and funds, especially in
view of recent earthquakes in Turkey, and-would receive the

proceada of the aale of tho vessel. ¥s are planning to.press.... .

these negotiations with all possible speed, provided of course
the War Rofugea Board authorises the $400,000 payment for thu
vesse)..




.

By the t.“iémo you raceive this report we will either hive
concluded Boad avrangemsnt for & ship or by telegraph informed
you of the refusal of the Turkisn authorities to:charter us &
vesiel, or of new obstacles beyond our control which may have
intervened.

"3, Inside the Balkans.

Ao arin.  For sous time prior to my arrival here it
was reported Bulgarian officials, controlled or auper-
vised by Nasi offioials, had pubstantially olossd the door on
refuges oxits from Bulgaria. In my talits with the British
authorities notad above, thay insipted that the door out of
Bulgaria was cloged from the inside, On February 26th, at the
suggestion of Aubassador Bteinhardt, ‘1 meds a trip to Istenbul,
remaining five days, aud among other things explored the situa-—
tion presently existing in Bulgaria relating %o the departure:
of Jewish refugass. I spoke with numbers of refugees who had

_‘Just escaped {rou Bulgaris inoluding several men wio had pre-

viously held responsible positions in that.country and whose
information was chacked as being truthful and reliable. It
appears that at this date of wriving, the Bulgarian officials
will permit a larger auaber-of reiugee departures Iium Bulgaria
than heretoforas. Tinis I repoxied to you in my cable of o
February 18th, Ho, 282, It s not claimed that the Buigarians
will release their minority victims in large numbers; but they
asen willing to releass two to three hundred a wesk if trans-
portation can be provided and gdminisirative routine relaxed.

-Tt was reported by the refugues who were interviewed by me and

" who had Jjust arrived that the preasure of the Nasi military

had somewhat sased prior to their departurs. In this connec- : ; \
tion I am appending a meworandum from DPro Albert Rouanu, - . '
President of the Zioulot Organisation of Bulgaria, whom I

interviewsd in Istanbul on March 12, 1944, after he had escaped’ :

from Bulgaria. - (Exhibit A).  Alec attached is & memorandim of & i

conversation with Dro ©loyd He Black, Auxiliary Foréign Service !

Officer, who deals with Bulgarian questions. in the American ; !
Consulate General &t Istanbul, tdgethier with a copy of the : b
Bulgarian anti-Jewish law of August 29, 1942, with acmments : i -
which wers forwarded to the SecreturyNof Stute by the then 1
American Consul Genersl; Mr. Sauuel W, Bonaker, on Novembér 16, )
1942. Inoluded for. yowr backgrownd luformation is & lotter of .

March 15, 1943, from a Bulgarian woman desoribing vividly and °

at first hand the situation connccted with the perassocution pro< :
gran on & singlo dsy (Exhibit B). In addition, thers is'en- o
alosed herewith & copy of & despatch dated February 26th, 1944, : C :
from the Amarican Consulate General at Istanbul to the Searetary
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Dsprrtatj ona.. Tr October 1941, deportation of Jews
39 a, the arsa botween the Dniestr and the Dug, be-

san ooy, thousand (18,000) were deported: from Dorohoi;. : : o o
ahaut 35 a3 ﬁ-cu Coernocita and about 40,000 fronm the Jaws. . . :
remiining in-the Bucovina. From Rumania itself; too, smaller ’ ) :
rroups were sent to Transnistria From Transylvania, Jews-were

deported only Lndividua].;y + Thess deporied to Transnistria were

21loved %o take with them only as much.of their posseseions as )

they could earry. Thé rest of theiy property £l to the newly ) \
"founded Patronage Organization  Their woney was changed at the : ' Lot
rate of 40 lel per Ruble . while the Rumenizus, when occupying
‘this srea, had exchange:one Ruble for one Isi. Jewelry, gold
ar:d ailver were taken at a ridiculous rate. - The deported came:
to a destroyed country. . Ab the two chenging stations of Ataohi
and ‘Margulesti, their Jugg,mve -and _all their personal documents
wore confiscatedy so that they arrived even without proof of
identity:. Corréspondence with and sending of money to relatives
wore forbidden. Governmental help di.d\nq‘t core at all.  Epil«
r‘entcs of infectious diseases broke out and decimated ’chamu

A% some places, the morbali ty reached 40%.

e o Y T

In June'l942, 5;000 more persong wers deported from ‘Czerno-
vitz to xrﬂﬂsniatria., Tha iurber of deported from. all provincea .
was about 150,000, Ths prasent stabiis g1 - B I
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in with a vigw

o Hw R any  peoteacted
tadled piotire Of -the siitnation in Hungery.ad it dees not
e pressnt time congtitube an acubs problamatio situation,
he conbrary, &8 yo«w are undoubtedly informed, the Hungerien
Governwent has recentily been ralatively human-in lis attitude
tawards, the mrorities in offering thonfteans of entry into Pun-
ary from ths German-cccupled cowntyisdland permitting tha or-
sanisation of methods for thelr ‘safaty and safs exdb to dther: -
conntriss. The suggestlon hud bgen wade the special publicity
of & congratulatory nature ba employed to sncourage tha Hungar--
tans to procsad with and furtlisr their .progrsm of enlighteiuant.
The delicsicy of the sliuabion azd ths posaidility of nomsntary
» ars such that I should not recormend any auch prppagar-.da"
poment. Vhile the Hwigariens have recently bac Hroble"
with bthalx noigh § itas, even thely work hag
i whlch might encourdss
chory Job in this fiald
osoioualy wight Jead thea to ter-
that they had alyeady won an

. .As sbated in my telegram No. 205 of Feb-
o Susinhivdt hdd, prior to.my evelval hers,

runyy MGthy Am )
bedn exerblrng svery efford to indluonce. the Turkish Government .
to repatriata 10,000 Jews in Franco -who ware 2llepedly. divested
of thelr Turkish netionality by operasion cf Turkish law, These
Jewg of Jiwrkish origin (many of whon pdmittedly must go. back.
many generations %o estavlish Tarkish origin). were.rsported as
avout to be deported to Poland, On Febhruary 18th Ambassador
Steinhardt spoke with the British Ambassador bere whoy at his
request, sent & note o the Forelgn Office in guppory of & note
previously sent by our Ambessador concerning the plight of -
Yhese - Jews in Francs of Turkish-origine . In so:doing the Dritish
Abasaador supported the request made by Ambassador Stainhardt
to the Forelgn Minister personelly on ‘two océapicns: to wmake thy
necesasary reprasentations to- tho Viohy'coverm&&fchi\t Jswg of
Turkish origin not be expellsd fron: France.. . On:Hargh 3rd in
Totanbul I interviewed the Tirst:Jewish refugees who had grrived
vom France in the last weeX,  Thay reporied 4o ms that the Jews
in France of Turkish origin numbered .about 10,000 ‘and of thess
the Turkish Government had:thus far anbhorized- antrancs. visas to
Tirkey for about 700s : They stated with & degree of anthority -
" that several thousand Jews of Turikilsh origin had bsen deported
) Pplm*ﬁ;,:notﬂthatandim ropoated protests by the Turkish

i
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Ambassador -in Vighy, Feence. T attach coples of ‘the montents of
this officisl btnd, th*nq mada publie in France announeing the da- °
clsion of the Viehy &mmrmmm‘, rarrm-dina +he 1ata oF bhmm
paople. (E"‘.’}‘b“’ D) .

Ar-,\bassador Steinhardy informe mé trm ,\ tha Turkish Anbassador
in Viely is sontinndng his offords and doing evervthine within .
his powar;t-') stop Turthar danortations from ¥France. urge that

—— o br n}_g ahont an inmediate and ho
3 am o this subiect ia being sent

A o

bhioge daportauioz)s
vou within a Jow doys

Resnactfully submitted,

~Tra" A, Hirschmann
Avtachs

slosurans
Exhibit A = Msmorandum from Dr. Albert Romana.

Exhibit B - .Msmoranda of convarastions with
: Dr Floyd R, Black togsther with:
tstanb\\] Despateh Hoo 188 and lether
from a Bulgarian woman of March 15,
1943, reqﬂrd*ng versseution,

Exhibit ¢ - Cony of Despntoh Nos 2516 of mbruary
U R6, 1944, Lrom ‘Eat&\nbu’l.g :

gy’ D

Fxhibit D - Canir af off1cia) mlleting re dectsion
Lah trant on trestmand of

v Gavar

.

7% mlaht exari prassure indiract~
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| ; % MEMORANDUM FCR THE FIIES -

- : Jacob Iandow' of the American’Jewish Committee (Judge
Proskatler's group) advised me today bthat Breckinridge Long’had
Just informed him that the Turkish.Government on January 31, 1944,
agreed to extend the passports of the refugees in France who are
naturalized Turkish citizens, This action will have the effect
of saving the individuals involved from deportation by the Ge

‘anthorities, g 4 ) : S
Fs Hodel
i i
Ay
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