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"EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT - :
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
pATE  August 26, 1944
10 -t Mry.Jdosephi-B,-Friedman

rrom ¢ MNilton Sargoy
5 | ,_
Ret Q;ccopnbulty of Jews in proposed i
refugee camp in Tripolitanis,

I have laoked through the file on proposed refugee camps
in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica and have been unadle to discover
sny indication that Jews would not be admissible to those camps,
On the contrary, it appears that it was understood from the be-
ginning that Jews would be acceptable, Wher Mr, Long first
broached the matter to the British Ambassador, Sir Ronald
Campbell, on Janvary 11, 1944, before the War Hefuges Board was
created, he iwplied that it would benefit the Jews by pointing
out that such camps would "take pressure off of the British

a ~ _ Oovernment tO admit persons to Palestine” (see Depariment cabdle
T 371 of Janusry 14, 1944 to London), In a letter to Secretary
Morgenthav, dated Febdruary 1, 1944, Mr, Stettinius in referring
the project to the Board specifically stated that it was for
the purpose of assisting Jews and other. ro:‘ucul.
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t NET 1944

Doar Mr. Leavitts

The tm&lng nessaze for you from Docter Sehwards
gno Neo, A1) has been reseived Ahreugh the Aseriesn Mmbassy
Idshams -

)

/ ,
/ M. N, A, leavity, Seeretary,
Anorioan Jewish Jedad Distritution Cemmittes,
270 Nadtom Avenwe, o
New Youk, Now Yerk, : : \
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Secretary of sﬁgts; ‘-.E We -\9-4‘ BBN‘IRBL [mp‘

Washington,

o 2396, Augus:/t 3, 1 pm. Y %\C\\u’ a‘&‘; |
FOR IEAVITT FROM SCHWARTZ, WRB 136 JDC 41, v ,..v'}) !
/Mordzcai Kzsslsz{AlgiErs advises repatriation r\'{.\)g;f-‘g ; ) \
remaining Tripolitanian refugees now French North
Africa being carried oube Since shipping not presently
a\;;ilable seventy three have re cEntly departed from
Tunis by car and ninety nine leaving ns:’ct (%) days.
Balance of Tripolitanians in ’l‘uni_g Sfax, Algeria and \

% Morocco being transportéd train to Tunis where they .
will be required stay thirty days for cl\saranoe before !
bProceeding Tripolitania by motor vehicles, Expsnse
of travel by car adult is 1000 francs which .we undep=

\ stend being borne by B}i;%ish Government.
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ruh THE VAR RLMUGLRL BOALD.
. Following is complete toxt from fansaxrd 1 . N
éf tho state:sent iven in the fouse of Cormaons
yesterday by loreign Secretary l.don 1h response
to a question on & haven or var refugees in
Libya: »
WISUROPEAN RRFUGEES (ChnP, THIPOLITANIA)

"lir, Graham Vhite agked the cecretary of
State for Forelgn Afgg%ps if heo ocan give the
House any information with regard to arrangements . i
for a haven for var refugees in Libya. » 1 :

e, Mdon: Yes, Sir. In consequence of theﬂ
inereusing number of rofugees arriving from
vurious parts of Lurope, His imjesty's Govornmbﬁt
liave been concerned to find sultable places. of

" temporary/




A-851 “Ba July 13, 1944,
' ¥EQi LONLOE o

"te:worary accomodation in additlon to those
alrcn@% arranged. It has beon decided %o seﬁ
aslde & canip in Tripolitania where some 2,000
refugees cun be accomnocated until it is possible
to send then back to taelr Aclies, or otherwise
r'inGg then pnlaces of pernanent rcsidonée. This,
like all Hls iajesty's Governrent!s activitles in
regard to refugees, was undertalken in conaultation
with bhé United states Uovornment, who ave c¢oa
opsrating fully in questlons of stary and
Mmaiitenance. R ‘

"ir. thite: Can the rvight hon. Gentlewan
aay iy the arrangements that nave so fap béan nade
are temuorury vuar-time arrengements, andlthere is
no question of any permanent gettlenent; and I
aresunic wnat he says also applies to the lLussien

L
tront?

"ir. iden: I um not sure about the last nart

of' 1y hon. i'mlendts suspleientary question.' This
is u war-time arrvangomerit."
WINANT

HEs ALLISON
Jiin s LY.




ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT \
FROM: Secretary of State, Washington ‘//047§L?Pf rxéé-

TO: American Embassy, London

e o _ GONTROL copy

NUMBER:
X

FROM THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON
Pleaee refer to your 4748 of June 14 conoerning desire of

Foreign Ofrioe to recelve suggestions of War Refugee Board with

respect to personnel and funds for fdministration of refugee

camp in Tripolitania,
It is difficult to make uuggeation; referred to by Randall

without having the detalls requested in our 4763 of June 15, \ ‘

We would appreciate recelving an urgent reply to our cable

under reference.
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GAND 10 SASSADCR VINAY, LOWAGS, YACH XA AR RNWSZE DOAN

Fhease rofer to your NS of June 14 conserning desire of Fereign Office
Se Tosuive suggestiens of ¥ar Refuges Neard vith vespoet 4o porecnnel and

fusds for adninistratiea of refuges datp in fripelitania,

It §s 4487801t 16 make sugzentions referved to by Danfall vitheut having
Ahe dotails voquested in eur NTS3 of Juae 15, Ve weuld sgpreciate receiving
am wagent reply to owr qﬁlo walder referesse,

S

$9900980989858 ) \

June 32, 2044
9138 ame N

001 Miss Chawncey (for the See'y), Abrahamson, Coba, .uBois,
Teteines, Hedal, Laughlin, Lesser, Nen, Gtewart, centrel Files,

Gable Ommirel Files,

WIEINK - 6/21/44

W.




ORYGINAL TEXT OF ?ELEGRAH\SENT

FROM: fecretary of Btate, lhlhinéton

To: Azerican Embassy, London ' o

DATED une 18, 104 CONTROL COPY
NUMBER! 4763 o ,

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO AMBASSADOR WINANT, IN LONDON

Pleaae refer to your 4566 of Juno 7. .

we are gratiflied that the British Government hag agreed to
the establighment of a refugee camp in Tripolitanla capsble of
accommodating between 1000 to 1300 beraons. Please convey the
Board's appreolation to the Foreign Orfice,

The Board now awaits British suggeations as to the practical 3\
measures required oy the Joint oatabnshnent of .the r‘efugoo,
camp in Tripolitania. It is ansumed that we shall be ‘adviged in
the immediate future of the exmct 1ocationv6rrthe proposed camp,
together with a detalled deecription of what s necessary and
the time‘required to put the 6amp in condition to receivo ]
rerugeee; A : ‘ v

"With regard to the question of medical and admihiutrativo
peraonnel one poseibility is to requaat UNRRA to adminieter th.
caump as in the ocase of camp Lyautey. If thie is aceeptablo to-
the Britinh;kgp shall . be glad to approaoh the UNRRA roprolentatlvos
in Washington on thie matter. )

necaulo of the large numbers of r'ruééél arriving daily in
!outharn Itnly rro- Yugoslavia, tho question of havens’ 1s

,p-rtioulurly urgent at ‘the prouent tzmp.r It is theretor' hnpol

" DECLASSIFIED . Sl
Btate Dept, Lotter, 1-11 73"

BR H. Parks. nate..Sf.P.ﬁ“ \972 < Anag th ‘ A
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- \ ,
that the Tripolitania refugee project U*H-)'»\*?" move forward
with moximum speed. Please urge ﬁg"ﬂfﬂ».t\ﬁ' furnish us as

quidkly as possible with the details requested above,
L R T Y
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OABLE FROM WAR REFUOSE BOARD TO AUBASSADOR WINANE, IN w.éou
Y

Pleass refer to your 4556 of June 7.

+ e are gretified that the British Government has agreed to
the sstablishuent of a refuges oamp in Tripolitania capable of agoom-
nodating between 1000 t0 1500 persons. FPlease convey the Board's
appreciation to the Foreign Office.

The Board now awaits British suggestions as to the prastical
measures roquirod for the joint establishment of the refuges oamp in
Tripolitania. It is assumed that we shall be advised in the inmediate
future of the exa&t. location of the proposed oamp, together with & de=
tailed deseription of what 1s necessary and the timeorequived to put g
the camp in condition to receive refugees. \

tilth regard to the queation of Mul. and Qdmm‘gguu ;

personnel one poseibility is to request UNRRA to adadnister the eamp: :

:a in the case of Caxp lymutey., If this is sseeptible to the British,
we shall be glad to approach the UNRRA representatives in Wuhhjkau

} on this matter, : . \
¥y Beocause of the large nusbers of refugess arriving daily in 7

Southern Italy from Tugoslavia, the question of havens 1s partieslarly ‘
urgent at the present time. It is therefore hoped that the Mponunu
um“projntvdummo forward with maximmm speed. Please urge

: \
!% mnuu-htom-uu mlcﬂvuwadbhu&wmm”- . v .
qested abeve, ' ' '
“0.‘0”‘.‘ .
o June 14, 1944 smrD ] :
TS "10“0 Rl BmtoDI};(;{JAEc(tu. 1-11- 72 . ,

M&%f/“ ?ﬁ&’ ' VBy R.H.Pnrkovl)nbcsgp_zp _197?
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) ! PARAPHRASE OF TEi.EORAR REOEIVED
FROM? Amerxéan Embassy, LondonJ
708 Secrstary of State; Washington
DeTEDS June 14, 1942 : v a{‘
NITe R . « EFY
NITU O CR 4'7:5 ﬁn.‘hu“m Y | v

L
e

Y% wne mentioned yesterday in the DAILY “AIL snd the
»fII‘EES the =metion of tv Ameriocan Government ln est:blishing
wa refugce cemp at Fort Onterdo, Oswego, Nevw York ae outlined

in Depsrizent's mecs-ge drted June 12 No. 4641, from the

“sr Refugee Board, It 1s stated by the London office of VI

t} t it uns been carrying the story in itg broatosrte to L

erneny onca\led uné neutral countriee and 1t hae agreed to S

eirecs tie signiflicence of the President's action in opening
thiig refug.e cemn,

tn June 12 we digoussed with Rundall',/ nead of t.c Refugse
Nanirtnent of the Forelgn Offlce, the pogeibi& aveilability
of cyprua‘/aa 2 refuges haven, He said $h-t the British
Government had been infor:zed by the governor of that teirifory‘
et no more refugess oould be ecoommodated bessuse of the
lorge number of Greek refugses who had fled to Cyprus. Randall

felt thet 4t would be obsolutely useless to look to cypg‘us f'or'

e:clatance, It wea pteted by him that 211 posniblilitiea-were
belng concldered by the British Government and he was trying

to do everything in his :ower to find hnveng of refuys for

those who can escape from Geérman ocouiled areas,

Durlns the cour:;ﬁfr the conversaztion with Randall o

N 3
- N DECLASSIFIED . ) o
\‘ State Dept. Lettor, 1.11.72 J‘uno 12,

By R. H. Parks Dato_S_EE_z 0 1972
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June 12, he referred to the faot that the Britieh had agreea

to the opening of & refugee camp in Tr;polifanif/aa repor%ed

in Bmbasey's cable of June ?, No, 4588, and he expressed again
] the wish of the Foreign Office to receivs suggeations from
%l % the Yar Refuges Board ith respect to personnel and funds
‘ .
/ j for this camp's aduinistration,
( ; | .
WINANT
¥ _
bl .
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+ SAPHHASE UF TELYGRAR umuuk Y

FRO4t Ameriesn tubeesy, lLondon A
TOt fecret:ry of State, “ee:ington

ot H June 7, 1944

.\:"t-‘-:B?P\;vw’j 35430{ IinNTR L

> mef:rence & ade herewlth to Nepartment's onblep Af ' 2
¥speh 8, ﬁs. 2292, snd of April 22, Ho. 3243, for the ar -
Fefug:ie Bokrd, ’

/ve nav: Juet recelved » latter fram the Foreign "ffiee
eoylnp t-=t twe Britieh Governzent agree* to the retting up
of # refugee csup in Tripolit:nia, ,

The lettnr froas the Forelign erloévggeﬁ on tn supreat !
thet 1t w11l be necesanry to consider whrt nrecticsl :eapureg \
will be reculred for the working out of this seheme on the ;
beein £ loint urintenance, et cetern, to be ehared betiocen
the fmerlern and Dritinsh Gowernments,

It apn been atrted orally by Randall, heed ofﬁ$he Refugoa
Deymrtment of the Forelgn Offfce, thet he is of thes oﬂ(ugn \
tant talr camp in Tripolit«nia will be able %o accﬁm*odgpq“"
hetwveen 1,000 and 1 500 peeple, The aeourlng of n&%nuptauﬁ} .
medicnl end. nﬁniniatratlve versonnel vlll be the yrtntagfm"& ‘ :
difricuity cnd ve anite the suggestions nr thn ‘er'nerugoe :
Bogré with reﬂveot to this guention. It wea further confiéentlally '
ststed by Rantrll thet the nolitiesl problems invnlvég-in‘settlng"' ’
up 8 eanp in Cyrenales sre 8o routé thnt tho rorelpn Office haJ :
reluctnntly come to the eoncluslon that to esteb’ish » vawq h'b
sbeclutely impossible, [ e : R o

. " . DECLASSIFIED -
YINANT "' Btate Dopt. Lotter, 1-11.92:- .-

By R- H. Parks DntcSEE ‘ 0 1972 2
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Dear X¥, Riedmant

1 anm returaing under geparate cover your book,
'!nrnJ Bore®. Thank you very kindly for your sssperation,

Very Sruly jours,
) ' {81gned) J. W. Pehle ' |

J. ¥, Pehle,
Rtoeutive Mroster

‘ .
Mo, Charles J, un-{,rmu- .
{Nosnenie Sseperation, :
Mvonws .

- "
Now York, New York, :
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT T

‘ WAR REFUGEE BOARD e
; * WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFACE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Mr, lLiebman:

Ian retnrnﬁi‘.:? undsr separate gover your book,
H
#Fourth Shore, on

{

for your cooperation,

Yery truly youras, . \

J. ¥, Pehle,
Exeoutive Direotor,

Mr, Oharles J, Liebman, President,

Refugee Economlo Oorporation,

6570 Liexington Avenus, }

Yew York, New York, . : :

i
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FROM ¢

b ey e SO s T

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

{NYER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

oATE April 29, 19Uk
Mr. Mathew J. Marks

R. L. Smith

A -

The booklet submitted by Refugee’Economic Corpor-
ation contained very little tiat 1s not already in our
files and what little there was 1s not particularly
adapted to our purpose since i1t apparently is oconcerned
with a perminent settlement projeot rather than a tem-
porary haven. -

“Fourth”Shore" by Martin Moore”published in England
in 1940 contains a little useful information oéncerning
conditions in general, although no information published
prior to the North African campalgns 1a too lepful. On
page 66 the author states that "while Tripoli”is wmistak-
ably African, Cirenaloca belongs by its vegetation and its
soll rather to the Isles of Greecs", "It has been de-
scribed as a plece of Europe stuck onto the steppes and
deserts of Africa." The chief part of Clrenaloa habit-
able by Europeans conslste of two plateaus extending be-
tween Benghazl and Derna, about 100:miles long and 20

" miles wide. The summers on these plateaus are milder

and they are not subject to the typleal burning desert
wind of North Africa; on the other hand, winters are some-
what more severe than in the lower seoctions,

These plateaus (Page 171) were previously sparsely
populated by seml-nomads who were displaced by Balbo.
Since 1t 1s& reported that the Italians ‘have largely left
Cirenalca, this reglon may be esubstantially unoccupied at
the present time unless the Argb. nomads have sinoce:returned.

Yoy o o . '
Nine villages have been bullt in this area, each =~ -

boasting ‘a central sochool bullding, a massive church, and
a town hall ocapable of accommodating the entire Italian
local population. Such centers, Af unpopulated now, might
serve as a nucleus for temporary refugee camps. This 1s =
partiocularly so of the settlements whioch boast hospital
facilitles and troop barracks, Theoretically;,these pla~
teaus, thée climate of which more closely approximates that
of Europe, :would be preferable as sites for refugees in

[ S oL ST
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view of the faot that the typiocal refugee would pro-
bably be in poor health and in need of rehabilitation
and should not be subjeocted to the added strain of
acclimating himself to a rather severe climate.

The only recent information I have been able
to uncover on present conditions ig contalned in g
speolal wire to the New York Times (2/29/ih) whioh
reports sthat only 128 Italians were left in Cirenaica
af'ter tge Eigth Army drove through Tripoli last Year,
but there are still 40,000 Itallans in Tripolitania
plus 20,000 Jews residing in coastal citles. In

" Cirenalca as opposed to Tripolitania, the Apabs have

a high degree of political coheslon, 95% belng Senussi,
The Senussis were foreibly evioted by Graziani and a
good many of the leaders were thrown into Jall result-
ing in flerce hatred of the Itallans. “Those of the
Senussis who esocaped to Egypt recruited five Arab batz
talions who aided the British in the Libyan campaign.
As a result the British are undoubtedly obligated to
them and the old Palestine story of Arab ve. Jew will
probably be repeated,

From a political point of view proapects look
better in Tripollitania since the Araba there have few
outstanding leaders, no united front, and very little
volce in the government. During the military campaigns -
in North Africa some 2,000 Jews were interned at a camp
at Glado which 1s south west of Tripoli. These people
were liberated by the British after considerable suf~
fering. Facilitles hére might' be capable of expansion
to accommodate larger numbers. T

I have mo information concerning conditions at the
canp .6xcept that during the last hectic days of the
recent campaign the Italians apparently forgot or were

unable to furnish food to the ocamp with the result that

large numbers gre reported ‘to have starved,

The British have publioly announced that the
Sinuesis will never again be permitted to fall under:
Italian rule, indicating the possibllity . of an agree-
ment conocerning Cirenaica. It is. expeoted that the-
Senussie will seek the establiahmentonhsemi-autonomoue,
state in Cirenaloca after the war, Suoh a move wag also

urﬁed.by the Moslem League at Karachi, Ipdia An December,
19%3

« In the light of such prospects the Arab popula-

%ion of. Cirenaioca would-undoubtedly. strenuously oppose

the establisliment of-even. temporary refugee. havens no

evacuationvof'#érugeea. -

--matter what commltments we: might make for the future
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Apl 29, 194k
:  Mr., Hathew J, Marks

t R; L. Smith

The booklet submitted by Refuges Economio Corpor-
ation contained very liztle that is not slrsady in our
files and what little there was is not particularly
adapted to our purpose since 1t apparently le concerned
vwith a perminent settlement projoot rather than a tem-
porary haven.

*Fourth Share® by Martin Moore published in England
in 1940 contains a 1little useful information ooncerning
conditions in general, although no information published
prior to the North African campaigne is too hglpful. On
page 66 the author atates that “while Tripoli is unnistak-
ably African, Cirenaica belongs by ita vegetation and its
s0ll rather to the Isles of Orecce". "It has been de-
soribed ae a plece of Europe stuck onto the ateppes and
deserts of Afrioa." The chief part of Cirenaloea habit-
able by Europeans consists of two plateaus extending be-
tieen Benghazi and Derna, about 100.miles long and 20
miles wide. The sumners on tiese plateaus are milder
and they are not subjeot to the typloal burning desert R
vind of North Africa; on the other hand, winters Are some-
whgt more gavere than in the lower seotion’a_. .

These plateaus (Page 171) were previously sparsely : ‘
populated by semi-nomads who were dieplaced by Balbo, i ;
Bincs it is raporsed that the Italians have largely lert o :
Cirenaloca, this region lx.be subatantially unoooupled at - .
the present time unlesa Arab nomads have since returned. A%

Nine villages have been bullt in this area, each !
boasting a central achool bullding, a massive ol’unh and . i
a town hall ocapable of accommodating the entire Im‘u . .
looal population. Sueh canters, if wapopulated now might S
S8erve As a nuocleus for Ssmporary ro:gu OARDS . s s
partisularly so of the seStlements oh boast hospisal
faollities and troop harracks. Zheoretically, these pla= e
toaus, the olimate of which more olosely approximates that ) A

of Europe, would he preferable as sites foxr refugees in
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view of the raoe wi., _ - 8-

bably be in poor health and im nwew .. -

and should not be subi:otnd to the M'nrm,‘gg,_
acolimating himselfe a rather severe olima¥e. ‘. -

5 The only recent information I have been able
to uncover on present conditions ie contained in a
speolal wire to the New York Times (2/29/h4) whioh
reports that only 126 Italians were lef$ in Cirenaioa
after the Eigth Aray drove through Tripold lass year,
but there are still 40,000 Italians in Tripolitania
plus 20,000 Jewa residing in coastal cities. In
Oirenaioa as apposed to Tripolitania, the Arabs have
A high degres of political cohealon 95% being Henussi.
The Senussid were foroibly evicted ﬁy azianl and a
good many of the leaders ware thrown into Jall resuls-
ing in fierce hatrsd of the Itallans. Those of the
8gnuseis who esoaped to EQypt recruited five Aradb bat-
talions who aided the British in the Libyan ocampaign.
Ag a result the British are undoubtedly obligated to
them and the old Palestine story of Arab ve, Jow will
prodbably be repeated, oo

From a political point of view pros eots look
bester in Tripolitania sinoe the Arabs ere have few
outstanding leaders, no uniteq frong, and very little
volce in the governmens. During the military ocampaigne¢
in North Afrioca some 2,000 Jews were interned at a o

. at Giado which is south west of Tripoli. These people

" were liberated by the Brisish after gonaiderable suf-
ferdng. Faollities here might be oapable of expansion
%0 aocommodate larger numbers. o !

I have ino Snformation oconcerning conditions at the
. . Samp sxowpt that during the last heotic days of the ;
5 recenty: the Italians app‘rentg forgot op were
; unable to sh food to the oamp with the result that
’ large numbers are reported %0 have starved. - -

The British have publiely annownced $hat the
; Sinussis will never B be parmitted %o fall wder
Italian rule, indicating she POSILbILALY of an agree-
meR$ oonomiu Cirenalea; It is expeeted shas: the ‘
Benussis will seek ¥he ¢ Ashment @t seni~aukonomous

uTA h{ She Moslem Leagwe a$ Karachi, India in ,
%g 3. In the light of sush ”‘3{." the Arad popule~
tion of Oirenalsa would wmdoubs J strenuously oppose
She establishmens of even Yemporary refuges havens no
BAttor What$ connitdents we might make for the fuSure
evasuation of refugeesy ' E

T - RiSmithigh h/agm'?ﬂ{d e o

BLRISL D T ST
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- #tate in Cirenaioca affer the war. Such a move: Sau [ 8180 Hdcn,




Settlement in Libya"

WAR REFUGEE BOARD RECORDS ||

Refugee Economic Corporation
April 24, 1944.
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SETTLEMENT IN LIBYA \

Desert water.

In Qny aesert, water is easily recognizea as a dominating
factor of life. Tke hinterland of Libys, gractically devoid
of moisture, is a vast empty space. The climsate is essentially
Saharan. Only certein areas receive rein often enough for it
to be veluable to man anc to other forms of 1life. In particu-
lar, the nuarrow CO&St&flyl&ihS and hilis of Tripolitania and
Cyrenaica are blesseu with fairly regular winter rainfall.
There are slso numerous springs ahd sonme easily accessible
underground water to sustain a settlea population. Thus, when
speaking of colonization in Libya, one naturally has in mind

these water favored regions ol Tripolitania and Cyrenaica.

Tripolitagia and Cyreunaica.

The two provinces of northern Libys are sepurated by the
Gulf oi Sirte. Tripolitania is situaged across the Mediterra-
nean from Itsly. Cyrenaica'is oyposite'breece. To the west
of Tripolitania lies Tunisia. To the east of Cyrenaica 1is
Egypt. The southern boundaries fade away into the lifeless
desert, with only here and there an occ&;ional oasis -- the

stopping place of sheep and goat heraing Arubisan and Berber

nomads.

Such place names as Tobruk, Derna, Benguzi, El Agueila,
Misurata, Homs and Tripoli stand out in recent memory as the

line of Montgomery's pursuit of the erstwhile Afrika Lorps

R R =Y . W

from the Egyptian border to Tunisia and to its brief lasgt stand

on the Cape Bon peninsula. It is mostly near these same towns
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&nd slightly inlana from them thel the habitsble régions of
the tao provinces er. loceted.

' All of Libya has a populstion oi less than one million
according to 1938 estimates. Ol tuis number ebout 85.9% are
native Mohammeauns, 3.4% native Jews, 102 Italians, and about
0.7% otner Europesns. The average population density is about
1.2 per square m#ie. Trne lergest cities are Tripoli and Ben-
gazi with estimated populations of 108,000 and 64,000 respec-—
tively. Misurate has a ponulsation of 45,000, Homs 34,000, and
berne £1,000. Thus, cver & thiru of the populatiou is urban,
compriging, it may be assumea, the majority of the Europeans
&s well us & large share of the Moslems. Of the native Jews
only a small number are rouna in & few sncient Jewish agricul-
turgl communities in the Jebel, assertedly founded by immigrants
from Pelestine shortly after the destruction of Jerusualem. The

uajority of these native Jews aauve arifted to the towns a long

time ago and are now largely engaged in commercial pursuits,

Agriculture.

The native Hoslems outside of the cities are made up of
wandering Berbers and Arabs. 4n undetermined number of settled
Arabs are also engaged iﬁ;Qather primitive forms of agriculture.
One such mode of farming called "suani' consists of tilling -
what amounts to small irrigated gardens devoted chiefly to the
growing of barley -- the natives! staple food -- and to some’

extent ﬁheat, and also to the cultivation of date palms. The

"gunanat" or dry system of agriculture in the more arid regions

.,,,..,.,‘.,
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produces mostly olives aund slmonds.

The agriculturel sctivities of tne recent Italian settlers

coula nave offercd an excelient opportunity to observe iow far
wodern agricultural knowledge might improve upon the primitive
methoas of the natives. Some 1800 specially selectec fumilies

composeu of some 20,000 persons were brought in in 1938,

®
*

Attempts st Empire Building.

The planting o: these Italian coiouists in Libye was an
ambitious undertaking sponsored by Mussolini and partially car-
ried out-under the guidunce of Marshall Balbo., It was planned
and initiated in a grandiose, almost pompous manner, with demon-
strations, bombestic specches and promises: some eloyuent pledges,
marches, farewell parsdes and triumphant receptions at the points
ot*arrival, The rroject was awrxed by & painsteking sttention to

details haraly paralleled in the history of colonization,

La Litorania - the Cosstal Highway.

All of the lana was cleared znd plowed beforehand with the
aid of native Arab lesbor. Standardized, modern dwellings were
erected on each prospective farmstesad, as well as the necessary
civie centers with their commercial establishments, churches,
schools, hospitels ana ;ﬁher community buildings. Extensive road
construction was carried out, incluaing the completion of the now
famous military nighway stretching for s distance of 1132 m%les

along the Mediterranean coast from the Tunisian to the Egyptian

border, with spurs leading to the various new settlementsg.
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tside from the extrsvegent display of §huwmanship and the
quest for publicity, there was ungyuestivnably a genuine attempt
to assure the success or the project. The newly arrived colo-
nists found their fields planted, their barns stocked, even their
pantries ana cupbosaras suppliea with provisions for an immediszte
commencement of a normsl household 1life.

H
The chiel products planneu wers olive oil, grapes, wheat,

barley, alfalfa anu groundnut. Artesian wells were dug to supply
the necessery weter for irrigation ana for home uses. Nor was

the danger ol continuous irrigation overlooked. Thkie plans called
for a rotation ol dry farming end irrigation ot permit the occa-~
sional heavy showers to wash vut the salts brought to the surface

by irrigstion.

Costs.

The individual farms ana squipment cost from a minimum of
$6,750. in the Breglieri area to a maxiwum of §9,250. in the
Cyrenean plateeu region. The total outlay for land, roads, wells,
canals, reservoirs, towns, houses, and furnishings, barns, tools,

machinery and livestock to provide the 1800 individual farmsteads

\

on 160,000 acres totalled about $20,000,000, Considerable prepara-

tions for further i&gge scale colonization were at hand when the
present war broke out. However, Libyan colonization alone could
hardly have provided the hoped for solution of Italy's population
problem. Conservative estimates pluce the figure of about 200,000

as the possible maximum number of Italians thet could make a liv-

ing there. Other estimates run as high as 500,000.




Problems: Water

There are a number of difficulties that would have had to be
faced. The first problem, of course, would be the one relating
to the water supply. The rainfell elone is not only insufficient
in most places and for most crops but also rather sporadic and
not at all uependfble. fihat 1ittle rain there is comes during
the cool winter gonths. The summers ure entirely rainless and hot.
4s Lo undergrouna water, there is no assurance of & permanent sup-
ply. Experience in other parts of the world hus shown how repidly
the water tuble can be lowered through injudicious pumping from
artesian wells. Only a smell portion of the wafer used Hr irriga-
tion returns to natural underground reservoirs. Mosl of 1t is \
lost through eveporation and through run-off, in adaition to that:

uséa up by the growing crops.

Soil.

The second problem is the soil. There is & slight difference
* in this respect between Tripolitanis and Cyrenaica. The soils of. ‘,
the former are mostly sandy and porous. They are easily worked
under any conditions and they readily absorb what 1little rainfall
falls upon them. On the other hand, they are quite subject to
‘% severe Hlowing and washfﬁ@‘as soon as their natural grass cover is ‘ Q
destroyed. The solils of Cyrenaica are more compact. They .stick
to the plow and are difficult to work. Under improper cultivation
they are apt to become very hard and crack open; allowing most of
e G the rainvwater to escape into the deep underground or to run off
into the desert wadis and into the ocean. In the Jebel orlhill

district of Cyrenaica, especially, boring is impossible or very

P
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difficult es the soil is unaerlain by a rock foundation. Here
water must be carried by the new iron viaddct. In other places
the artesisn sells are at & depth of about 1300 feet. Water
reaches the surface at a temperature of 104° F. Lt is then piped

to cooling basins to reduce it to air temperature.

Arsbs.

kinalgi, there is the problem of the Arabs' resentment due
to the tuking over of their favorite summer grazing lands. During
the dry hot summer when most of the desert is completely burned
out, these relatively moist coastal lowlands provide the best
aveilable grazing. Besides, there is evidence that even in the
winter montns the desert had been already desperately overgrazed.
In spite of &ll fascist procaing and propaganda and regardless of
the fact thet certain provisions were being made for the displaced
Arabs elsevhere, they were known to be sullen and restive. There
serc uprisings and serious guerilla attacks from the desert. There
was certainly no happy cooperation on the part of the rural and

nomadic Moslem population.

Colonization de-luxe.

The entire project has been degscribed as Italy's magnificent
gamble. Its cosﬁgﬁ— about that of & single battleship -- may be .
considered excessive by some people. To the fascist regime of
Italy, however, the purpose was mainly social and poiitieal, not
purely economiec. It aimed at mass redistribution of .population

mainly for the purpose of strengthening of political power.

et et
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There is, undoubtedly, & great deal to be learned from Italy's
anbitious experi--nt, which must bave been yuite upset by subsequent
military events. {Yerhaps European colonization in Libys is quite
feusible. If it shoula be attempted sagain in the future, the poli-
tical featureq’or the orig inel Italian project would naturally huve
to be elimina:nu. The iuterests of tue native population would
have to bLe given much closer attention. In fact, its direct parti-

cipation in the project in one form or another might be worth con-

siaering.
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APR 25 1944

Dear Mr, ghh.m ' ’ ‘\I

“hank you very wuch for your letter of April 22 enslosing
material vith respect to Tripolisania and Oyrenatea. Ve will
examine thig material as soon as possidle and cesmunisate
further vith you if additional informasfon is required, The
book, "Fourth Shore"; will be returned in ascordance with your
requess, .

Your cooperation in this matter is &reatly aprresiated.
Yery Aruly yours,

(8tged) 3.¥. PRI

J. ¥, Padle,
Bxecutive Director

Nr, Oharles J, Liedman, President, P, yA ‘
Rafuges Reoneuis Corperation,

510 Avesine,

New York, Nev Yok, Vsl o 9. Ay N

JIPNNK - M/25/MY
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Vice-President
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Treasurer
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Secrriary
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Avsittazt Treasarer
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
GEORGE BACKER
PauL BazawaLp
BeaNarn FLexwer
Pinitre S, Friepra
HeNRY ITTLESON
ALBERT D. Lasken
CHARLES J. Liesuman
GeoRGe W. Nsuwmsure
Peacy 5. Staaus
Max M. Warsurc
Juuus Wess
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/ trouble you to return it at your convenience as ve

597

o W.R.B.
o s ) fling Authorit
REFUGEE ECONOMIC CORPORATION” Filing Authority

570 LEXINGTON AVENUE Ans. _.,‘ﬁ.«éJ_L‘_L__
flo._Ans. Reg. .

Cables: REFMHERL remv-pompmmn-
Y T 1 S

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

april 22, 1944

Mr. J. ¥. Pehle, Executive iLirector
Vier Refugee buara
heshington 25, D.C.

4
I have yours of the Z0th. W®e ure sending you

the materiel we have on Tripolitanis”and Cyrenaica,
together with o bibliography.

Desr Mrge Pehle: N

A8 it wes & mass migration and we thought the
experience might yrove useful to us, we naturally
sought knowledge of it. However, theres wus no
point in our meking e complete, final survey as
the colonies were unuer fascist control ana the hrabs
in the country had been intensively propagandized with
fascist dogma.

fie turnea up a book written by Martin Moorer
& corresponaent for the London Daily Telegraph - a
very comprehensive survey. It was published in
England in 1940, and we sent to bngland for it at
that time. Ve are mailing you our copy. May we

cannot locate another.

%e have no knowledge regarding the extent of
the destruction by military action. On the purely
economic phases, it is sate to say that the colo-
nies coula not possibly have been in any way self-
supporting at any time as, to a very large extent,
they were planted to monoculture, long-range Crops.

The motive for the venture was not settlement a8 such,
but was undertsken for political and militery reasons.
iy

After receivin, the materisl should you require
eny further information, please call on us. Somebody
in our organization would be happy to come to Washing- S
ton to discuss the matter if you wish it. :f

Sincerely yoursi //3ﬁzf

CJL:K President
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> APR 20 1044
20

Dear lr, Iiebmant

Hoference is made to your letter of February 14,
1944, in whieh you state that your organisation has made
geographical and econcaio studies of various possible
localities for the settisment of refugess. I should
sppreciate knowing whether the Refuges Economic Corporetion
has undertaken such a study of the Italian’oolonies of
Tripolitania'and Cyrenaica’and if so, whether the informe-
tieninywrtuneo\ndbo-dcnnlhbhtounmhmmo
Boaxd. I am particularly interested in any recent information
that you may have conesrning this subjsot matter.

Yory txuly yours,

gnea) 4.9, 1o

Jo We P shle
Exscutive Director

5 v

Mr. Ohayles J.*Lisbman, Fresident, \ !
Refugee’ Eacnomie Gorperation, :

570 lexingten Avenus,
New York, ¥ew York.

MIMsdm 4/19/44,
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FROK:  American Embassy, London’

TO: georetary of State, Washington

o o pONTRL IRY
S i

ATTENTION OF THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.
gIn accordance with instructions as oontained in the
Dopeitment's 2202, of Karch 26, and 3243, of April £2,

the “mbassy has on several occasions approached the

0313039
aAA08 339u33A FrY

Forégn Office in regard to the proposal to establish
/ In

0.0 HOTIMIRS AW

havgps for refugees in Tripolitania “and Cyrena loa
oonnection with the proposal a responsible official at

the Foreign Office atated today that there were involved
political problems, but that the Foreign 0ffice was
actively pursulng the matter and was in touch with British
officlals on the spot with regard to the establishment of
thia haven for refugees. This offlolal informally stated
that the case had become further complicated by the fact

that many Arabs had moved into some of the regions under '

consideration for hnvons%’i*Auumx_:oe was given the Embassy . \
that, as soon as po.lible. a formal reply would be forth- %

ocoming.

T e WINANT

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1+ 1172

By R. H. Patko pato_SEB. 20 1972t
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT ’

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington llh ""QP;

708 Amembaesy, London" ) .

o BUNTRUL COPY

: ;52 %From War Refugee Board to Winant,

giﬁg glr an anawer has not yet been received from the

é{fé Bri’ﬁah with respect to the proposal to establish
:{?’: refﬁgoe havens in cyrenaioa'/and Trlpontanla'/aa out-

< 11gpd 1in our No. 2202 of March 26, 1944, please

inquire V(ijen answer may be expected.

w

X ' DECLASSIFIED” 7 T ¥
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R, H. l’uxl»a Dﬂto__&EE__zo 1972

i
f
!
i
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OABLE TO LONDON

Fron War Refugee Board to Winant \

If an answer has not yet been received from the British
with respect to the proposal %o eahblfsh refugee havens in
Cyrension and Tripolitania as outlined in our No. 2292 of Mareh 25,
1944, please inquire when answer may be expected,

&

I R
April 22, 1944
11115 a.m. s

L
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT ¢ 4

FROM: 8eoretary of Ltate, Washington
1
TO: AMEMBASSY, London

CATED:  March 25, 1944, 5 p.m.- n p
ONTROL COPY , ¢
L

g A
Department's telegram of January 14, 1944 no, 37 *
1s referred to herewith.
One of the most pressing and immediate problems
before the Var Refugee Board is the finding of havéﬂs
where refugees may remain for the du;&tion of the war,
In the opinion of the Department and the Boara,
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania might be suitable for this
purpose,
Ever sinoce the Bermuda Conference, at which it was
spoecifically recommended that admission of refugees to
Cyrenaica be' considered by the British, Cyrenaica and A
4 Tfipolitania have been under consideration as havens,
Therearter, when agresment was reached to consider a
refuge camp in North Afrioca, the President in a message \
to Prime Ministgr churdtill commented on his interest in ¢
the possibilit&'b} using Cyrenaica and Tripolitania
as havens of refuge;. The suggestion was again mad; to
" the British informally in the manner- desoribed in the

' aforementioned cable as recently as January Qf this year,

i
!
!
o
f

e et i . . . ' ' No .
' I)E:::LASSI}"IEI)1172
State Dept. Letter, 1.11 - ‘972

By R: H. Parks .Dl‘lté SEP 2'0

.
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No‘deoision has apparently yet been taken in this
importent matter although many months' have pagsed. It
is requested that you reopen the matter at once and
ralse with the British Government the question of using
Cyrenaica and Tripolitenia as havens of refuge, subjeoct,

/
of course, to the later. approval of the Combined Chiefs

Vof Stéff. The oonsent of the British should be secured

before any approach is made to the Combined Chiefs of
Staff'. You should inform the British Government that
this Government is prepared to share the responsibility
for finanoing the establishment and maintenance of

camps in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, including the cost
of transporting the refugees to these camps. We are.
confident that part of this ocost may. be borne by ﬁ:ﬁ#ﬁgi
refugee agencies if té; légggg seems desirable.. The
transportation problem can be worked out cooperatively
between tﬁe British Government and oﬁrselves.

With respect to Cyrenalca and Tripolitania a
division of obligations and regponsibilities.between the
two Governments, similar to the case of the transfer of
refugees frogggpain to North Afriﬁa, can be vorked ouﬁ.r

It is extremely important that havens of re{uge be
established in Cyrenaiba and Tripolitania, The War
Refugee Board is conginced that there-is a realropportunity

for bringing many refugees out of occupiled areas,

espéoiélly
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espgcially from areas contiguous to Turkey and the Black
Sea. The Board is determined to do everything it can to
rescue refugees in as lnroe nunbers as possible, as you

have previously been informed., Once these refugees are

evacuated to Turkey it is importent that areas be found
to which they can‘%e-removed expeditiously,

For this purpose camﬁs in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania
could be used. Also such camps would facilitate the
escape of refugees from other areas, For instance,
rﬁfugees from Southern Itely can be removed from camnps
there” to”ﬁfrenaica and Tripolitania, thus making room
for other refugees who are successful in escaping from

Itallan occupied areas,
It is requested that You give your urgent end per-
sonal attention to this matter and inform the Department

of the progress of your oonversations at the carliest

possible moment,
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This telegram must be

paraphrased before being DATED Mareh 4, 1944
communicated to anyone

other than a Government Rectd 4:16 p.m.

agenoy. (ER) Y

Seoretary of State,

‘ashirgton,

oo
5?, Varch 4, 5 peme j J. o
Does first paragraph of Cepartment's no. 29,
February 26 8 pem., refer to the fund mentioned in
%ny telegran 44, Fob\ruu'y 21, noon, to which no-
acknowledgement has been definitely received? If
80 must not Beckelman tum over to ®8 control of the
_ $200,000 1n the anqud'd" THab du laroo? I oall
& the Department's attention to the fact that my
British collsague states his intmtion of turming
over ths fund of five million franss received from
his governnent to Beekelmn and disengaging Muself

L Ay LY
\ . of all responsitilisy shatscever. ot - JS\Q.\‘

RUSSKLL Qo o

e e e ey




. - - .
\ o
- P ..'T‘l o 5
//’ 4, , .
Ctarienn ¥ ralis
Ao fed . BAR 2 1944
‘ ﬂ_ ; ‘-7{/‘/,( —_— e e" S
A ’2/'_//'/ / “ g 14 < 67 ’ o ) "
Dear kr, Stettinius: e yalle '
-t f %T/’ -

Reforence ia mude to your letter to the Secretary the Treasury
of February 1, 1944, relating to the possibility of tranafarring war
refugees to places of temporary residence in the African colonies
formerly ocoupied by the Italisns.

As you knm{, one of the specific recommendations made at the
Bermuda Conference was that the British Government consider the
question of admitting refugees to Cyrenaica. Hoxeover, in July 1943,
at the time the President and Frime Miniater Churchill agreed to the
establishment of a refugee camp in North Africa, the President expressed
& definite interest in the possibility of eatablishing refuges havens
in Cyrenaics and Tripolitania, As recently as January of thia year,
ur, orually presented the matter to Sir Ronald Campbell,
Despite this long standing interest in the mattor, no agreement has
been reached betwesn the two Governments. Accordingly, it is recom=
mended that a definite proposal bhe made at once to the British }
Government, Once an agreswent has besn conocluded, the natter can, of
course, be cleared with the Joint and Combined Chiefs of Staff,

Attached 1s & draft of a cablegram to Ambassador Winant roquent-
*ing him to make a formal proposal to the British Government, I
believe that the Amerdcan share of the costs of transporting refugees
to Cyrenaica and Tripolitania can be met from the President's Emorgency
Furd, as in the case of the Camp Lyautey project, or from other funds
which become available to the VWar Refugee Board.

If you are in agreement, I should appreciate Yyour having the \
& cable transnitted to Ambassador Winant.
Vory truly yours,
(34gnad) J, W, Pehle
Je '. Pehle )
Aoting Exsoutive Direotor .
\ Hon, E. R, Stettintus, fﬁ-i’; N A
i Under Secretary of State, o
Bnolom. . 1‘\ ‘kj
MOMIJBF abbk~3/1/44 . R o X
N 0,
et 1/\ N ' > \
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One of thu most immediste and pressing problems of the War
hefugee Board is the finding of havens where refugees may remain
for the dwation of the war. It is our opinion that Tripolitantia
and Cyrenaioa would be ideal for this purpose. In this connection
refer to Department's cable No. 371 of Januexy 14, 1944.

The use of Tripolitania snd Cyrenaica as a refugee haven has
beon under consideration over since the Berrada Conference, whore
specific recommondation was mede that the British consider the
question of admitting refugees to Cyrenaica, Since then, at the
time of the ‘agreemont to establish a refugee camp in French North
Africa, the President in a message to Prime Minister Churchill exe
rressed a definito interest in the posalbility of oasteblishing
refugee havens in Tripolitania and Cyrensica. The mattor was again
informally raised with the British as recently an January of this
year, in the ranner described in our cable No, 371. Uospite the
many months which have passed, apparently no deocision has been
reached in this nost important natter,

You are requested to take the matter up immwediately and press
the Dritish Goveranment for its consent to the establishment of
refugee campa in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, subject to the approval
of the Combined Chiofs of Staff. It is doemed desirable to obtain
such consent before any appronch is made to the Combined Chiefs of
Staff,

You way advise the British Govermont that this Government is
prepared to share with it the responsibility for arranging to
finunce the establishment and maintenance of refugee camps in
Tripolitania and Cyrenaics, including the cost of transferring
refugees to such camps, If deemed desirable, we axre sure that
private charitable organisations will beer part of this cost. This
Govermument 1s aleo prepared to handle the tranoportation problem on
a cooperative basis with the British,

It should be pointed out that a division of obligations and
reaponaibilitien hotwoen the two governments oan be made here as in
the case of the tranafer of refugees from Spain to Camp Marechal
Lyautey in French Nqith Africa,

The importance of establishing rofugee camps in Tripolitania
and Cyrenaioa cammot be overestimated. The ¥or Refugec Board is
convinced that there is a roal opportunity for actually bringing
many people out of Gorman controlled territory, particulerly from
areas adjecent to Turkey and the Black Sea. The Board is detormined
to do what it can to bring these people out in as large numbers as
possible, Once thess people are evacuated to Turkey, it ia essential
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that areas be found to which they oan be reuoved without delsy, Cawups
4n Tripolitania ond Cyrenaica could ba used for this purpose. The
escare of refugees from other areas could alao be facllitated. Thus,

for example, refugeos fiom southern Ituly could be removed from camps
thare to the oampg in Tripolitania awd Cyrenaios, thereby ruking room

in Italy for othor refugess who succeed in sseaplng from enemy territory.

It would be appreciated if you would give this matter your urgent
and personal attention, Flease advise tiie Department promptly of the
progress of thess negotiations.

¢
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oot Misa chﬂ“m”. h‘or P.ul. Mr, He Do Wh!.u, “x’. Pﬁhh' Nr, Inzford,
Mr, DuBolis, r, RiN Bornstein, Nr. Stewart, Mr. Lesser, Mr, Firedmen,
Niss Kodol, r. Polhk. My, ‘brmﬂn’u" hu(hlin. kﬂ-,o.fhno
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COPRIX THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE \
WASHINGTON

February 1, 1944

Deer Mr . Searetarys

The Depurtment has had under consideration and has dircuesed with the
British a project for assiasting Jewish end other refugoes now looated in
France und numania. ¥hile these plans have not taken definite form, it is
proposed that efforts be mede to enable the persons in question to leave
Rurania and France and be transferred to places of teuporary residenos in
the colonies foruerly occupied by the Italiana, The Lepartment has been
informed that there are at the present time in iorth Africa partially
abandoned oltius wherei:builiings and water suprly exist and where food
coudd presussbly be supplied by tho United Nations helief and iehobilitation
Adwinistration. This plsn, to be suceeasful, would, of ccurse, require the
6lose cooperation of the millitary authoritios.

‘e were junt on the point of compunicating with the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Lo obtain an expression of opinion from them regarding locations 4n
North Afrlea which might be made available tor this purpose and also as to
whether there wmizht be any vulid military objections to such en undertaking.

In conneotion with this plan, the problem of tranaportstion is, of
course, an important one since refugecs uight arrdve out of France inte
Spein or out of Rumania into Twrkey in considerable numbers, We had aleo
intended to raies with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the question of transportes
tion to determine whether or not the military micht be able to make shipping
availeble for this purposs. Our oxperience would ssem to indicate that
coaplete dependence could not be placed on the utilization of neutral ship-
ping for this purpose. As you know, neutral shirping has been used in the
past cspecially from Portugnl to African destinations, bhut 1% seems doubtful
t&{ﬂ. a considerable volume of refugees could be handled through that means
alone, \

In view of the oreation of the War Refugee Board, it would seem more
appropriate to us that this proposal now be made by the Roard to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, if the Boaxrd decided to pursus the projeect, particularly .
as the iTar Department is represented on the Board, Several menbers of our
staff are quite familiax with the details of the preliminary discussions and
studies which have taken placs on this matter in the past amd will, of course, !
\ be glad to confer with reprug:tatiul of the Board on the matter.,
% Ay

¥ith best wishea, ) Sincerely yours,
: (Signed) E. R. Stettindus, Jr,
The Henorable

Hexry Morgenthau, Jr.,
Secretary. of the Treasury.

eet Uiss Chauncey, Mr. Paul, Mr, H, D, White, Mr, Pshle, Mr, luxford,
e e e s Mr, DuBois, ¥r. B, N. Bornatein, Mr, Stewart, Mr, lesser, Mr. Fricdmen,
- Kiss Hodel, Mr. Pollak, kMr, Abrshanmson, Miss laughlin, Mrs, Cohn,

\
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AMEMBASSY, Janvary 14, 1944
LONDON,
m

With referenee 11:;9 rojeot r;r evnu::.a.o: :: Jews from Rumania and l:‘nnoo
reforred to in your January Departmen presenting for Esbassy's
informatien substance of comversation betwean Sir Ronald Compsals ooy ir,
Long Jamuary 11,

¥r, long felt that there should be no smbarressment to either Government
and that it will be rracticable to provide tnn;mnonﬁn?l places of "
temporary for the .persons in question, Cities in poli and Cyrenaica
which hnnr;of::.dourhd by Arabs end Italians as we understand are standing
unpopulated, Benghasi and othey places on Mediterranean shore have water
and buildings aveilable. Food could be provided on rationed basis and the

m"” could remain there until war'a end provided British Government agrees,
thess people could return to which

Tangemen
United Nations propose to adopt for repetriation of refugees. Refuge in the
forser Italian coionies shonld take pressure off of the British Government
to adnit persons to Palestine, Mr, Long was explies
opening up the Palestine quastion but simply expressing the belief that it
would be helpful in several ways to use thess oities in former Italian
oolonies for tenporary residences for refugees.,

nd presumably stiil is
| mmumwmummmwm
carried not less than 35,000 out of Spain to Newrth Afries,

UNNRA will pro wxoemorttuupojnnom are located
oince they come witmw{tu Jurisdictien under terms of p:':znt diseussions,
It 4s probable that some may desire and obtain entrence inte the United States,

““g;ungn«ucwmnh.umuuummunmdumm

Romldmnot.duﬂnlhmlmtm & oonversatien wherein
suggestions wire mede with the ‘ mtmmoovgmuwmm
some faverable adjustment of a

propox-tions,

which may assume large and possibly
urgent . .
VD sRU R0 s¥DOR $X0 N C AL
1/12/44 Nr, Pel)

ces Migg Mg t‘o'Mp i, H, D, White, W, Pohle, My, Iuxterd,
lir, D‘O‘l. M, X, N, Bomtoh_. Mr, Stewart, M, lum. r, m‘l'
Nigs Hodel, Mr, m, &'. ‘bﬂhlm._ Miss hud:nn, Mrs, Colm,




FPebruary 205, 1944.

MEUORANDUM YOR THE ¥ ILES \

Ret iea and Tripolitania

The Italian Narth Afriesa provinces of Cyrensica and Tripolitanis,
knm fogether as Libya have a total area of appreximately €00,000 square
niles, & very large part of which is desert. The two sountries sogether
bave a pepulation estimated at between 830,000 and a millfon, abeus 18
pereent of whieh is Italiam. While thers is a great deal of oonflies as

t0 populasion figures, the 1943 Stateman's Yoarbook gives the following
breakdown as of December 31, 1938¢

. 89,000 Italians

6,000 Other Buropeans

¥ 965,000 Moslems (Arabs and Berbers)
30,000 Jewish natives

Since 1923, over 50,000 Italians have besn settled in the Sorritory
by the Italian Government as rart of an intensive colonization plan at
least ostensigly designed to develope the land agrieul furally,

The aradle section of $he eountry consists of a goastsl Plain whieh
has besn made productive by the use of artesien wells and extensive ir-
rigation systems, a bigh plateau whioh has & satisfactory rainfall, and o
marginal zone suitadble for grasing,

While the imperts under she Italien regime far exeesded the exporis,
largely dus to the faet that Ske colonination plan was oarried out em a
somevhat extravazant Plan, and partly besanse of the military preparasions
that were made, and in spite of the fast that many authorities sesmed doudte
ful that the eouniry ean ever be self-supperting, &% ite prement stage of
development the SouAtTY is knowa to have prodused approximately 40,000 ¢
60,000 metrio toms of &rain, abou$ 20,000 tons of tuna tieh and a sonsiderabdle
smouns of olive oil, beef and mubton annuslly, 1Is osould sonsequantly be at¢ _ \
least partially self~supporsing,

The sgrieul tural development pus into affect by the Italianas inalnded
the construstion of buildings, rosds, irrigation systens {ineluding artesien
wells sunk %0 & depth of 2,000 o 3,000 feet), and temns arownd which farms
were laid eus, spased at o d4istanes of about 900 feet. Haech farm was eomplotaly
oquipped and ineluded a P-reem eonerste house designed so assomedate a :
family of eighs, sinee heavy emphasis wes pus upoR laxge families in seleet- :
iog oolonists, Ageording ft_g TePpors from our Embassy %o the State Depart-’ X

\ Reat on Dessmber 1, 1929, there were 24 sueh reclsmation units sed wp, designed
\ %0 ascommodate 3,000 parsons. 280,000 esres wore hadd by 400 agrieultural
sapanies in 1940, but ¥he policy fellowsd by the Italiex Goverzment
was $0 dissourage this form of develorment. The eempanies in question
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are supposed to have employed some thousand Italians an equal number of
natives. For the most part, the native pepulatien wes encouwraged %0 continwe
the raising of sheep, and the Government was satisfied with an attempt %o
improve methods and living conditions. The eatimated capuoity of ths ocountry
for colonisatiom purposes is given as from 300,900 ‘o 500,000,

Whils the type of development practiced by the Italians is not

t 4deally suited for econcentrated groups of refugess, it certainly oould be

made to serve as & muoleus, and it doss supply one of the most important
requirements for large greups of peeple, m adequate water supply.
The only imformation available since the o of the war is contained
in the report by Gaptain Thomas Greemough and Mr, C. ¥, Jenkins of the
Awerisan Field Servies, who returned to this country in Septesber 1943,
and submitted Report No. 11384 to the Military Intelligenee Divisiom
¥.D,G.3. on Litya. This report contains no information concerning the
present population or the reported evacuation of either colonists or
natives exeept 80 report the presenss of many young Italians of military
age in Tripoldi. The Senusis who comprise the largeat part of the native
population are reported as being hostile to and ecntempinous of the
Italians, but willing to cooperate with either the Germans or the British
depending on who psys the most, It is the opiniem of the reporters that
the great bulk of available labor in the couniry is qompletely unskilled.
Civil matters in Cyremaica, but apperently not in Tripoli, are umder the
Middle East Command,

The report atates that the British hawve started weny farms and are
encoursging the people to be self-supporting and to furnish food to the ’ !
British army. It 19 not ocertein the peopls referred to are natives or
Italian colenists still remainiag, but it seems prodadle that the farms
in question wexe part of ths ¢ld Italian projest. Two experimsntal farms
were seen by the reporters and were stated to be very extensive, They
were entirely under British supervisisa amd worked by natives.

411 the war damage at Tobruk has been repaired, but the repert
containa no information oconcerning the reat of the eountry. Fors
feoilities apparently were not examimed gene: s although it is reported
that the plers at Tripeli have been dadly s and 1t 18 neeessery $o \
use lighters at Todruk.

In conclusien the statement 1s mede that 1% is douddful that Lidye
ocan Yo mades self-pustaining, but there is nething im the Xepert to indieate
that the observers are qualified agrisulturelly. '

The raterial for the feregoling mewerandum was edtained from the 1937 editien '

of Enoyolopedis Bri and the yearly supplemsnts, the 1943 Statesman's .

Yearboek, twe besklets lished by the Italian Library of Infermatiem 5

entitled "Italy's Colenisation and Ressttlsmsat Prejeste” (Desember 1939) °

and "Libya® (1940), the files of the Kuropsan Unit ¢f the Bureau of Foreign L

and Dementic Commerve, Department of Coumeree, Cepiss of two reperts mie :

Wy the Buwropean Unit sre attached to the origiml, dut were not desssd suf« , !

fieleatly inpertant 40 warrant eopying. Resent imvestigatiens of eonditiens
ng-unmmmmmwl.l.muummmu

t:-‘- ) and Georgs L, Stesr in the Daily Telegreph amd Nerning Pest (5+30-39)..

RISmithiia 2/26/44 /< 1!
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Fedruary 22, 1944.

MIORANDUM

(5 Evacuation of Preash and Rnuynlu Jows
to North Afriea. (Matarial odjained frem
file in Yisa Divisten. State ﬁ;mmm

On Jamuary 18 the Department wired Bern the paraphvase of a wire
dated Jaxnary 14 to Lendon, vhieh etated the sudbstanese of a conversasion
between Mr. Leng and Sir Remald Campbell respesting the Sranspersation
of Jows frem Prance and Reumania to Tripeli, Oyrenmalea, and ether oities
vasated by the Italianse and the Arabs. #woh a prejeet appeared o he
feasidle. UNERA could provide food on a rationed basis, and after the
war the refugees ceuld return to cowntries of erigin. An appreash would
be made te the Joint Chiefs of Staff abous shipping spase. Yot lens
Shan 38,000 refugess already have been transported frem Spain to North
Africa and the same fasilities eould be used again.
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February 25, 1944,

LiG.02ad DU PO Uy FILo:

‘ /
Re: Cyrensica ani Tripolitenia

/

The Itelien Lort: African vrovinces ot Cyrenzice and Trirolitania,
known tometlhier as Libya have a totezl arem or approxinately 600,000 souare
riles, a very large part-of which is uesert. TLe two countries together
teve a population sstiiabed av betieen €£0,000 end & million, about 15
percent of which is Italien. hils/tiere is a great deal of conflict as
te vopulation figures, tte 1943 stfatemen's Tearboolk tives the following

€21,000 Itulinns
€,000 Other Zuropeans

723,000 ioslems (.irubts and Berbers)
30,000 Jewizh natives

~irece 1923, over 50,000 ltalian: have bezn settled in the territery
by tre italian Covernwent a= part of an intensive colonization plan at
lesst octensigly desicned to develope the lang ecricul turelly,
+ The areble section of the country consists of a coastal plain which
Lar been made productive b; the use of artesian wells and extensive ir-
rigetion systems, a high plateau which has a satisfactory reinfell, and a
marginel zonre suitables for arazing,

while the imports under the Italian regive far exceeded the exports,
largely aue to the fact that the colonizetion plan was carried out on a
somevhat extravagant plan, and partly beceuse of the military preparations
trat were made, and in spite of the fact that many authorities seemed doubte -
ful tkat the country cen ever be self-supporting, at its present stage of
development the country is knowvn to have produced approximately 40,000 to
50,000 metric tons of grain, about 20,000 tons of tura r'ish end a considerable
epourt of olive oil, beef and mutton annually. 1t could consequently be at
leest partially self -supporting.

The acricul tural devalc%ﬁi?n%ht put into effect by the Italians inoluded
the construetion of buildings, roads, irrigation systems (including artesian
wells sunk to a deptk of 2,000 or 3,000 feet), and towns around whichfarms
were laid out, spaced at a distance of about 300 Teet, iHach farm was completely
equipped and ineluded a S-room concrete house designed to accomnodate a
family of eight, since heavy emphasis was put upon large families in select-
ing colonists. According to a report from our mbassy to the State Depart-
ment on December 1, 1933, there werse 24 such reclemation units set up, designed
to acconimodate 31,000 persons. 250,000 acres were held by 400 agricultural
companies in 1940, but the policy followed by the Italian Government
was to discourage this form of development. The companies in question
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are supposed to have employed some thousand Italians and an equal number of
nntives. For the most part, the native population was encowraged to continue
the raising of sheep, and the Government was satisfied with an attempt to
improve methéds and living conditions. The estimated capacity of the country
for colonization purposes is given as from 300,000 to 500,000,

While the type of development practiced by the Italians 1is not
ideally suited for concentrated groups of refugees, it certainly could be
made to serve as a nucleus, and it does supply one of the most important
requirements for large groups of people, i.e,, an adequate water supply.
The only information available since the outbreak of the war 1s contained
in the report by Captain Thomas Greenough and Mr. C. F. Jenkins of the
American Field Service, who returned to thils country in September 1943, .
and submitted Report No., 11384 to the Military Intelligence Division
W.D.G.S. on Libya. This report contains no information concerning the
present population or the reported evacuation of either colonists or
natives except to report the presence of many young Itallans of mllitary
age in Tripoli. The Senusis who comprise the largest part of the native
population are reported as being hostile to and contemptuoue of the
Itallans, but willing to cooperate with either the Germans or the British
depending on who pays the most. It is the opinion of the reporters that
the great bulk of available labor in the country is completely unskilled.
Civil matters in Cyrenalca, but apparently not in Tripoli, are under the v
Middle Fast Command.

The report states that the British have started many farms and are
encouraging the people to be self-supporting and to furnish food to the
British army.” It is not certain the people referred to are natives or
Italian colonists still remaining, but it seems probable that the farms
in question were part of the old Italian project. Two experimental farms
were seen by the reporters and were stated to be very extensive, They
were entirely under British supervision and worked by natives.

All the war damage at Tobruk has been repaired, but the report b \
contains no information concerning the rest of the country., Port
facilities apparently wera not examined generally, although it is reported
that the piers at Tripoli have been badly damaged, and it is necessary to
use lighters at Tobruk.

W

In conclusion the statement is made that it is doubtful that Libya !
) can be made self-sustaining, but there is nothing in the report to indicate
¥§ that the observers are qualified agridulturally.

The material for the foregoing memorandum was obtained from the 1937 edition
of Encyclopedia Britannica and the yearly supplements, the 1943 Statesman's
Yearbook, two booklets published by the Italian Idbrary of Information
entitled "Itely's Colonization and Resettlement Projects" (December 1939)
and "Libya" (1940), the files of the European Unit of the Buresu of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce. Copies of two reports made
by the Europoan Unlt are attached to the original, but were not deemed suf-

LT e £1ciently important to warrant copying. Recent investigations of conditions
in Iibya have been made and reported by H. N. Braillsford in the Baltimore Sun
(2-6~39) and George L. Steer in the Daily Telegraph and Morning Post (5-30~39).
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LIBYA

General Hconomic Survey,

Livya has en area of 696,500 square niles, supporting a population of
848,610 according to the census of April 1936, Of these, 112,694 wers Italians.
Tripoli, the capitnlykhad a population of about 120,000, The most favored areas
for agricultural production are the two highland areas near the coast, one in
Tripolitania, the other in Cyrenaica.

The prinoipal occcupation is agriculture, but this is limited by the in-
sufficient rainfall., Sponge fishing and catching of tuna and other fish are
carried on in the coastal waters. There are no important minerals, but small

! deposits of salt, potash, and megnesiua salts are reported. Industry ie of an
entirely local nature. The colony was, in general, an economic burden to Itsly,
*Barley and wheat are the principal cereal crops. Olives, grapes, and
alnonds are quite important, ﬁono oriental tobacco was produced recently, and
. dntaayare grown in the oages. Hides and skins, especially goat and kid sktng! ’ \
bt are iuportant items of export despite the fact that the number of livestock is
not large, The tuna catoh approximates 20,000 tons annually.

The United States and United Kingdom have only very small shares in either

the import or export trade of Libya. 1taly vas by far the most important supplier
XE‘ " for Lidya and was the chief ;%fﬁb-or for its exports, Normally, imports were

six to seven times the volume of exports,

e e oA
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Exports by Principal Countries — 1936-38 Average i
(Velue in lire.)
United Other ltallan
Period Total States ltaly Colonies Greece Tunieia Germany
1936-38 average 112,804,239 19,040 101, 200, 841 4,173,568 2,840,322 615,636 691,683 ’\
*
& . LIBYA - \
Imports from Principal Oountries -- 1936-38 Average
(Valus in lire.)
United
Period Total States™: 1taly Germany Yugoslavia  Japan i

1936-38 average 709,562,713 11,146,748 618,931,761 9,672,285 7,585,180 7,686,580 |
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COUNTRY DATA SHERT - RXPORT CONHODITIES
LIBYA ' !

(In metric tons)

g PRODUCEFION EXFO0RTS

GCommod1 ty Average Lateat Year Average
. 1937-38 _Year uanti 1937-38 or Harkets
Fish and fish products .4, H.A, -——- 914  Italy 904
Vheat 23,533 1939 20,700 5,910 Italy 5,910
Dates and date paste H.A. H.a. ———— 2,171 Italy 1,217
Tenisia 929
Tobacco, cigars and
cigarettes S . . ———— 125 Italy 118
o Bgypt 5
Vegetadle oils for
industrial use L] v —— 036 Italy 626
Vool, raw . " ——- 1,8% Italy 1,85
Scrap metal " " ———— 1,593 Italy 1,593
Manufactures of
common metals " " ———— 980 Italy 972
Bides and skins, crude . L] ——— 1,326 Italy 1,296
Sponges, crude Ll " ———- 87 Italy 33 !
Gresce 27
Italien Aegean
Islends 20
»
: - \
t ¥
oy — \
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COUNTRY DATA SHEET -~ INPORT COMMODITIES

LIBYA

L}
A

\
PRODUGCTION IMPORTS

Commodity Unit Average Latest Year Average YFrom Other Hajor
193738 Year Quapbity  1937-38 V.S, Markets
Beef cattle Number . NeAe N.A, —me 4,600  w--- Italy 2,302; Yugoslavia 1,70%
Heats, fresh,
frozen and cured Metric tons N.A, N.A, e 1,686 ———— Italy 920t Argentina L01;
Brasil 26,
Cheese " " -0 ® e - 639 —— Italy 658 ,
Sugar LA ® T —m—— 11,537 ———— ltaly 8,010; Czechoslovakia 3,519
Vheat, barley, rice " * 62,933 1939 k3,300 19,339  ==== - Italy 9,393; Rumania 6,120;

Argentina 998; Ircn 9%,

¥heat flour,
sacaroni, eto. soom N HA,  HMA,  eeee= 38,755  =mi= Italy 37,795
¥ine (a) 1,000 lire " Nihe  =muem 11,931 eee- Ttaly 11,905

Ootton, linen and
hemp textiles and

manufaotures Metric tons L . amama. 1,904 coee Italy 1,502
Yool textiles and
manufactures . J " " mene— 268 emee Italy 219 - \
841k and rayon textiles .
and sanufaotures " " " L nnae 191 L ad Italy 189
Irca and steel and : '
their manufactures » " " " R 20,800  ~wee Italy 20,403
Agricul tural machinery .
and parte . . " " ———— (1] 1715 Italy 520; Germany 132.
Other sachinery and
apparatuv and parts " # . i ————— 3,165 -~ Italy 3,005 :
Solensific instrusents = ) ) %
and parts . L " wnsow 318 Letaiend Italy 31“
Autos and parts " . . . N2 seem Italy-3,690

(s) HNo vniform quantisy figure given.
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INPORT COMMODITIES (Oontinued)
PRODUCTION IMPORTS
Commodity Unit iversge Iatesh Year Averagze Tos Other Major
1937~38 _Yesr & m 1937-38 U, 8, Harkets
Comant Metric tons N.A. T — 168,932 - -a Ivaly 168,932
¥ood, rough or
savn " . " mmmm meee 26,060 4,558 Italy 4,941 Yugoslavie 15,191
. Germsny U,358,
Petroleun products . " " mene eeme 56,319 11,783 1taly 23,594; Netherland East
Indies 3,3797 Rumania 1,74Y4;
Rusein 3,182
Chenical and
medical produsts B " " neem  mew 5,2  ~ee=  Italy 5,127
Auto tires and tubes . . " - ———— Jgs ——— Italy 335
Footwear pair . —een ———— 204,345 ~ane Italy 203,780
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LIBYA

Libya 18 a orown colony of Italy (ruled by a Governor-General), with an
area of about 696,500 square miles and a population of 848,610 according to
the census of April 1936, of whom 112,694 were Italians, The area of the four
coastal provinces is only 213,876 square miles, but they contain all but
48,149 of the total population of Libya. However, in 1938 the four coastal
provinces of Tripoli, Misurata, Bengasi, and Derna were declared by Mussolini
to be integral parts of the Italian Kingdom. In 1934 Italo-Libyan citizens
were enabled to obtain full Italian citisenship on application and by fulfill-
ing several requirements, notably that of being non-polygamous; early in 1939
a special form of Italian citizenship was also conferred upon the loslems by
waiving the non-polygamy requirement.,

The economic resources of the colony - agrioculture, sponge-~fishing, and

catching of tuna and other fish in coastal waters - are very small; in fact
the colony has been an economic burden to Italy as evidenced by the trade
figures (exports of only 85,735,000 in 1938 as against imports of £46,424,000)
and by rather heavy expenditures for expanding the colony's productive capacity
aince 1927 when the final pacification of the whole coastal area was regarded
as complete; pacification of the whole of Libya was not accomplished until

B 1932, A more comprehensive colonization plan was initiated in 1938, but the

! actual settlement of Italians on the land prepared for them did not ocour until
the time of the outbreak of the present war, so that realization of Italy's
dream of making Libya again the "granary of Rome" at least lies far in the
future. '

As acknowledged in a survey by the Italian Library of Information in New
York, there are no essential mineral resources (coal, iron or petroleum) 3 no
internal waterways, and no possible hydroelectric projects, A few mineral
deposits are reported (salt, potash, and magnesium salta), but it ie evident
that production must be principally agriocultureal,

:

Production ~ \

The principal occupation is agriculture, but output is limited by the
insufficient rainfall, The most favored areas are the two highland regions
near the coast, one in the west (Tripolitania) and the other in the east
(Cyrenaica), Some steps were taken by the Italians to use for irrigation the
underground water which is fairly abundant in several areas, and by the time
of the outbreak of the present war grandiose plans for asttlement of large
numbers of Italian colonists on spgoially prepared farms had matured; some .
\ of them had already been settled or%giﬁe lands but at best it would be several . \

years before they could be expeoted to contribute any surplus production,
Barley and wheat are the principal cereal crops, Olive trees cover a fairly
large area, and grapevines and almond trees are also important, OGultivation
of oriental tobaccos has been undertaken recently on a large scale, Date
production, primarily in-the oases, amounts to 30,000 - 40,000 tons a year, o
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Although the number of livestock is not very large, hides and skins,
especially goat and kid skins, are one of the princlpal exports. The annual
catch of tuna fish is estinated at 20,000 tons, Industrial production is on
a amall scale and mostly for the domestic market. :

Fore Trade

. Owing to the rather meager data available on production, foreign trade
figures give the clearest picture of the general economic position of Libya,
As already pointed out, the heavy import excess in the foreign trade illue-
trates the dependence of the colony on the mother country; imports are
normally from 6 to 8 times as large as exports.

The following list of leading imports and exports, with values for 1938,
gives more concrete information on this point:

& Principal Imports, 1938
I

Value

Cornodities $1,000

Beef 0Attle sesscesccrressosssassnsssossvessessesscnse 349
Meats, fresh, frozen and cured .eveecesescsrsssosnases 549
CREOB® osvscssssrerstsssersoncssessssastsastascssscssse 373
SUEAT soreacossasescsocsssssrssonssesrenessssrociocee 928

itheat, barley, 8nd Ti08 ceseserssesesvrorersercssanss 1,202
‘Wheat flour, macaroni, and SemoliNA seseeensesssseess 3,038

TWANGS govssavsrcvrcsesssrcsorcecsassssstosssssssesess 755
Cotton, linen, and hemp textiles and manufactures ... 2,136
ool textiles and manuLACtUres «.esssvecoccnnssascoes 855
Silk and rayon textiles and manufactures ..eeessesces 587

+ Iron and asteel, and manufactures thereof .eeeeesosees 2,654
Agricultural machinery and parts ..cceceesssveescnnas 492
Other machinery and apparatus and parts seeeesesseses 2,064
Soientific instruments and parts seceeceececscsscsses 528
Automobiles and PATLS cesessrsersasnrsrsrsrscssacsess 8,695 v
COMONL +oaoesonsnssrensorssssnsnnssssassnssnsesnssres 1y801
Wood, rough OF S8WI seeeescecissrtssssnronrsosrensasss 8h
PotTOLOWA ProdUCUS sessssrorssoracrossrsssosvceansses 1,802
Chemical and medicinal products seeeecescssssccsssscs 608
Automobile tires and tubes seeeesscevcssscescsssasnne 419
FOOLWEAY soesocssssosarsssossssossssssscssssnssnscsesss 375

Total, Including items not specified ...ceesvees 46,420

1/ Exceptionally largs=in-1938 (normally about 2 to 3 million
dollara)
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Principal Exports, 1938

% Comrodities

Fish and fAsh products seeevveessessscersssnsnes
Wheat sieveeeeininenesninssiecerssssensesnsscnns
Dates and date paste® ...veeeeverereenisresnsones
Tobaceo, cigars and cigerettens ..evseveeverenses
Vegetable olls for industrial UBE .esevesseceoss
V001, XaW siieeeensecasvasnrtsrssnnsssasscsnenos
Sorap metBl ssessrsrsetiaciiiesventosirianernans
Manufactures of common metals esevveerocecernnss
Hides and skins, OTU® .esvesesesscssssnacsooans
SpONges, CIUA® eeueeecsesscsesectssossscnssassns

Total, including items not specified ......

Value
$1,000

mn
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na rﬂWhrﬂsEb before being
cormunicated tc anyoneg

other tg“n a chsrnmsnt nEC'( 8:20 p,n,
“z_,enc (Bl\)
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T GEPARTMENT OF STATE \ W A

DIVieINN NF

Casablanea

Doted Februar, 21, 1944

Secretary of State FEB 22184“ i
!

WQshington COMMUNICTIPNS
AMD FrAATDS

=%, February .21, noon - -

¥ §

Banque Q'Etat cug Harce Informec me that it has

/ .
received from Fedepal LESETrVE Bank of ey ferk,

its central office -abat,

tarough
100,000 collars to DE turned

OVEr to myself anc loses “lo Beckelnan, Thig is presumably
cennected with similar transaction whereby ny 3ritish

colleazue has received eEquivalent of same sun tovards

cost of refugee ceuter, British Genaul 1is instructed

as soon as Same aneunt ig forthcoming from the Unitea

States Govermment to deposit amcunt in bank account on

vhich Dirgctor of the @enter (the above tap, Beclelman)

i1s 2uthorized to Craw, GConsul says he is then completely

clsﬂssociating himsglf from nll further responsi

bility
in the matter,

I hove received no instructions as to the avovg

Joint account with Bsckslﬁﬁﬁ anc request authorization

to turn over sum to him asainst receipt thus relieving

me of any financial reEsponsibility for his acts as

Director of Center, Consulnte shoulc not be invelveq

rurthsr in my opinion

' JUUSSELL
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