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:subjuOt I •,1 th r'Ul'\hOJ:' iiOferono.JY to tiVl l'l'OJlOOOd 
,':stnbHatwont by Yexfco of a i'ort of 
Hoi'u~£1 tor HofugtJoe from ;';uropo for-~ 
tho i)urut1on of tllCI wor. 

'l'he Honorable 
'l'he ~·oorotnry of Statu, 

;:aah1nston, D. o. 

!{It_· 

r havb tho honor to roter to mr deapatohea 
~o. 19,191 ot :.ugu1t ), !lo. 19,249 ot AUrJUbt 5, and 
No. 19 1 )76 ot t.ugult 9, in whioh I reporhd upon tho 
pl't>pooed ustublluhm~mt by lle:doo o1' u port of retuuo 
for rofugoee tro111. en~mr-oooup1od oountr1ea 1n :surope 
tor tho durntlon or the war. I now la&Ye to nupplemtmt 
the 1nrornetion olroudr tranamltted by tho tollnwlng: 

~, 

In order to detomino tha p.t;A{{raun ot,..-tl\o oon­
vorentl.ona whloh Mo&lll'll• '::aldmaaY an~ Londou \IOl'e 
llnv1nr d tll thr.: ;.iiniotry of t1obotrltfo16n 1 I rtJqueotod 
th<Hn to oull on me on ~:unda7, .k~ust. 2C. 'l'hoy ln­
formod tlll tlv.•t thlni(a wol'O appurontly going well, but 
slowly 1 nnd that aartcdn ilotnUe which lt. neOlllod de• 
sir11blw to havo fully olonr bui'oro thoy loft irox1oo 
t:lty 1'or the aouth waro not yot lronod out. 'i'h!lY 
auU thut they hud npt yet aeon tho Ulnlator ot \lobor• 
nuo16n, :.:r. Alel'ilAn ~~'but that tlloy had aeon tho l•t1olel 
:.'cyor, ltl~ahet lliniutry, ~\r •. :ooae ;,le1Mn, und wortt to 
ISOO h1m usaln e11rly thin wook. llr. ;,uldmun uJin Hr. 
lan<lnu at(lted tllut. thoy wero nnturully YGl'Y llrutioue : 
to prooeod on tho1r v1olt to other aountr1oa of ::outh 
.1\lllcrloa. T told tha~a thut I thprou~llly oppreoin~hd 
th1a but th.f.l.t thlngo genol'llllY aove<l e1owly 1n 11ox1oo 
ana t.h~.r ln<11outud thulr approo1ut1on ot this. I 
nukod then to k\'lop mo infOl'awd 1f thingn dl<l not tsn 
ade.iU!ltoly well thlll ueek, nnd I would tnko up tho 
uattor ui tiL the 1!1n1&te: of :~oralgn ::elnUona. 

Durius a oo~V.raution w1tlt tho lllnbter fOl' ~'ol'&len 
nelati.ona on ;,u._~uut 22 1 I onlled att.ontion to t.he v1a1t 
ot lJoaara. ,:nlumun uul Ltuulau hut•e uuu anld t.hut ther,e 
wore oomo dotaUs atlll to bo work~d out with tbo · 
l'initttry or ';obernno16n rtnd tllttt 1n viv• of the tln(t 
goaturu ·or tho }!oxloan uoverni!IGnt ~ llhrou~:h Ue nnnoi.Uloe4 
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"' ~.1 \Oi] :F!Uti"i:t ·1 ·~ 
intention of Olltnbl1oll1ns 1\ port of t•ofuge, I)t{h~:'l'f'. 
th" t tho remnlnitwh 4P\t\1lll woultl Buon be workod. out. \ 
'L'he :dnhter, .1r ."''h\61"'llla J 1U 1iti11 trtken a

8
)1.ory ,untlur­

stunuin~ 1ntttrunt in th1.o mnt.ter, 1!4GI~(\~at .. .}'yl '6Gl .I <lji}1\ ... •. 
in touoll by ttil-'lrhonfl with tho :.anist.ur oi' i\obornaoi6n 
:;r. ; lumlm, tint! l.l'llpraasud thu ht>PII l.hH~ ~>"lwtovar ~tetalls 
rcnHinud to be wor·kud O<lt ouuld be oomploted t•np1ctly. 
·:•ho Hinlutor of \.lohernoo1bn, l'l'• f1ltl~1iin ~ l'eplied th~t 
all tho detuil.e hnc.t beon nnu·ovod lind thnt 1l.IJ6l"tl, 
, old:Qan nnd l.sndou ooulil procot<d with tho ftSIIUrtmou 
th«t "nll waa settled~. 

l 1:1ow ~·~11ora. n huwn uncl ; tmdnu again on An:~uu t l) 
1 ond infOl'lllOd tllOIII Of' thA fOI'OI)Oing. ','hey iltli<l tJu,t tho~• 

heel word :.lUe in tlHI hft&rnoon lll"tlOfldinn thnt thu l:in1ctt•t 
ot :lobnrnaolbn hrAd aunt a not.c tt• tho l.:lni!ltry for i-'oJ•ol.t:n 
:lOllltiOllll to the uf'foot f,Jwt. tho i··inlntry \\\J\1111 llpproolnte 
thtt :.'1n1otry tJf ;-·orelgo -,olotionr; 1notru()t1nn tho ::oxloan 
Gonaul in l!o1•n, witzerlnnd, to nooapt from :lr. oly 
:ayer Rt t. Jellon in !~ltzurlond, h lint or thv no~us 
to whoa. Me donn oorti1'1ontoo wot•o to b(j lsauoa, rmd th••t 
tho n\Wber or nuoh oortif1u11ttw which the ':o:doan \:onsul 
lTOfl niJthorizod to illouo would bo four hundt•od, 

J.flot. avon in;; ;: ootm~un1outed wl Lh the tindor ·-eorotury 
of :·oroir,n :,eltltions, .•r. ':'o~lo, who iufor·mud UIU th!lt 
in t'l!lot t.hll ~:inistry hod l'aoolvod auoh u ru,;aLost from the 
\:in1stry or 'iobornno16n ond had sont n t;r;lnw•nrr• thut 
ottornoon to tha t-:oxloan Gonoul in J.'ern in thra nbovc ncnan. 
I exproauot\ to tho tTnder ·oorAtnry upprootlltion for· tho 
aotion or tho ?-'1n1etry. 

I bt·out:ht tho foret~oint; to the utt.cntion of ~':oenro. 
ol\:~um un,: Lnn<\nu, who «ro vory muoh J)looood

1 
on« who 

1'oel now tlwt' tiit1ir vleit. to Hex.loo in th1o oonnootion, 
on bollt>lf oi' tim ,ur .ot'Ui.\~·o t;onrd lwo betJn n oo:r.pleto., 
ouuooss. ';"hill \1tllil tho rtanl d.otuU in oonnootion •~1 th 
tho port of 1'efuf{o whioll H. wott uoocHUlt•rY t(J Jwvo \'uririlld 
by the ~iodcun Jovorn~,(lnt. tio11 th~t tlaiB &tup ltuo buon 
tok(ln• 1 t. '~•>uld OJ.• pour thd. every opr,ropr1nto ntop-tOYI<II'dll 
tho or>tubl1sh~1ont of u port of rntugll htw biJCJn tt•l>on by 
th\l l.:uxio~n <}ovormumt. 

I m11y auy in thla ooun\lot1on tllnt /J.etH;rtl. ,uldc.on and 
Lon<lsu oonioa throu€;h t.hu1r r.~illaivn hQre with uJ.oorotion 
and undoratoua1ng, .r hnvo boon ot nll poadblo halt• to 
thtJ~;J in oonnaot1on with thb matter, l'lllll they huve onown 
unde~·ntan<11nA npproo11.1Uon of tho oi'torto which the ,mboRBy 
hoB mO.deo 

~eapoottully TOurn, 

aeorae n. ttonsoram1th 

I 'i'o tho J)opartG~ont in ~u1ntupl1onte) 

·w-_-•• 
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AUG 23 1944 

Mexico to' Permit 
Wttr-&iles to Stay 

NE\V YORK, Aug, 22 <N. Y.' 
News).-Miguel Aleman, Mexico's' 
minister of the Interior, has slven• 
assurance that refugees coming to' 

1 Mexico 'on visas fo.L..!..be duration~ 
ot the war wlll be ~fiit!tnM to re.; 
main as perman'ent residents l! 
they desire, It was disclosed here' 
•tod~ · {l . 
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MEMORANDill,\ FOR THE FILES 

August 9, 19.44 

I 
,_. On Augu_rt 8 Mr. I.eavitt called me from Mexico City concerning the 

reported Mexican proposal to admit Je11!sh refugees. Leavitt stated that 
he had discussed the matter with Landau and Ylal<1man and also with Ambassador 
Messersmith. Leavitt also stated that he hoped to be able to see the Minis­
ter of Interior very shortly to discuss the matter with him. 

Leavitt said that he thought it would be most helpful at this time if 
the War Refugee Board v:ould send some mes~age of congratuJ.ations to the 
Mexican eovernment end if we would include some general guarantee of finan­
oir.l assistance for )moh refugees as might come to Mexico under the p]an. 

-~~ \ 

I asked Leavitt why he felt it was essential to make such n guarantee 
at this time. As I understood it, the argument he advanced was that it would 
grestly facilitate further discussions on the matter with the Mexican govern­
ment. I asked him whether Messersndth had cabled us concerning the. matter 
and Leavitt said that he thought so although he was not sure. 

I discussed the matter with Pehle, 11ho agreed that we ndght send some 
sort of congratulatory message and also couple with it a 'general .financial 
guarantee as to any refugees who might be admitted to Mexico at the request. 
of the War Refugee Board. Accordingly, I prepared a cable along these lines. 
I spoke to George Warren about it on August 9. He told me that a message 
!:ad been received from. Messersmith which indicated the fo:Uowing: 

t' (a) Landau and Waldmr.n had held themselves out to the Embassy as re­
presentatives of the War Refugee Board and Messersmith had accepted 
them as suah in vie~T of instructions given him by the State Depart-: 
ment to assist them in getting transportation and in view. of a 
meeting they had with Secretary Hull. · 

(b~ Landau and Waldman had gone to the Mexican officials before con­
sulting Messersmith and Messersmith felt somewhat embaraseed at 
the position in which he was put. 

(c) No proclamation had been issued by the Mexican government but the 
announcement which Landau cabled to us had been given out by the 
tlinister of Interior. 

(d) The foreign offiqe knew nothing about the action in question. 
~' I .. 

Warren stated that the general tone of Messersmith's report suggested the 
desirability of our proceeding slowly. I asked Warren whether it would still 
not be in ord~r to send the message in question. Warren agreed that it could be 
done if we leave the delivery of the message to Messersmith's discretion. 

dg 
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CABLE TO AMBASSADOR MESSERSMITH, MEXICO CITY, FROM .TH~ 
DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR REI''UGEE BOARD. 

If you deem it appropriate, please convey to the 
Mexican authorities the following message from the War 
Refugee Hoard. } 

\! 
"The 'liar Refugee Board has been informed of 

the recent generous offer by the Mexican Government 
to pernit.the establishment in Mexico for the 
duration of the war of a colony of European Jewish 
refugees. The Board .deeply appreci!ttes this 
humanitari11n action by the !!.exican Govnrnme1~t n,nd 
believes that it will constitute a measurable 
contribution to the efforts of the United Nations 
to rescue Jews and other similar groups now in 
imminent danger of death in enemy territory. The 
Board wishes to assure the Mexican Government that 
should refugee~r be admitted to Mexico in accordance 
with the Mexican Government 1s pronouncement and at 
the request of the \'iar Refugee Hoard, the Board will 
make necessary financial arrangements for the maintenance 
and care of such refugees in Mexico." 

12:10 p.m. 
August .9, 1944 

JBFriedman:lhh 8/9/44 

\ 
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llro I.eYiU lkW .U\ 1\ •• pnlta"l• ~a\ ao .Nhpea wo..U anln 1ft Keal.o ad tel' Ula\ ...... 4etWM ooa-enM ·~•• wi.Ul tM Xt:d. ... OOYtftMD\ wUJ& repl'4 M 3HUle 4tMUa 414 u\ ... • ...... , d \Jalt \1M, I .. 4 Uaa\ wllllt he aoUoa ot \U Mt&ltu OOYenaaat · eo tar ••• Yaluable •• • •nl •ea\ue ad tor Ua •eaehl ---·:.-.-ulptsalMta, I teU, unnult .. , *' •• Uaen ••• . ·•;..-alwq• • poattbUltF ot n~•• ur1'f1._ a\ a11oh~ po.-ot "hae 1ft He%loo. 4etlaUt e.l'ftll&eaea\• tholll4 • u4e with the :1x1oaa OOYenaen\ 10 tbat tllen woul4 be 1 no Ill•-W\4enkll4 q or 4ttt1oa1Uet •• to pl'OOe4ue. In \hit oc.uoUoa X retenu ~o tbe Dep~ent•a teli&Na Ko. 1461 ot AI&U\ 3, tJO& wJaJ.oll U :fP'ud tba' \lle ••••"UIJulla\ ot \Ill C:" of ,.,_. ln lie .. •• M be Qe4 la ..... ,. \~oa wl ae\\lq ntqe .. 011\ ot llaD&AIJ'· I •tt14 tlla\ W• atp\ .tnftln tu •natU. ot toba ..ta .. , or YlHa will* •••aaur r.llll "" t .. po ... ,. .. ,.,. tato ........ ,,. •11• .. x~. ... oon ..... 1'01' ~ ....... I...,. • ._. to ••••n. Lttltt, Wal..._ := tuba \ltd tbe7 4lto .. • wHb \u lflnl•tl7 ot Qoberuel the aahr ot .. ,._. .. whloh \he Jfn1ta oon .... a\ well14 M ,,.,...,_ '- a4a1\ tor t.be 4uaUoa ot tu '"r d ••• a JOn ot ,..,... t.lle hi'IU uuer wblob \bq wo..U '':t un, * eawaat••i• wblob wolllt bl rea-C:'"l• tor ell' .... , ...... , ellA o-u pe:r\lllea\ . al11 utell woalt Jaaft to be aet\let lll ol'dtr io l:laft a ...... wJ'Idq 011\ ot * al'l'llJtpiNil\. fJ&eF aa14 tiU\ u...,. u.Aen\GM tile m,onaatt of \lal• u& Uaa\ ~~ woaut 41ao .. a ~••• .. ,,.,.. wltb ~e Ulala,er of ao~e,..o &.. 
Kr. Lnl\t eqna1.t a teeln \o \elk 111. ta Ill'· hletua ot u..e War .. , ..... Boal't 1• waellJ.aatoll, aQI 1a l'l" ot U.. 41tt1ollt1e• ot tele,.._. .... uatla\lOD ~~ aabaa~r pat i \uaqll • oall for ••· LtYl\t to •· Jl'1 ...... h.u4 tun 
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11 .,,_ ... " U.b •••,.•• a ........,.. ot eoaftna-Ua wtat~ Mr. Led.\t Jaa4 wltlllll"o l'rl~ all4 wbleh b ltlt-•XIleAAto~. 
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lie OOo I feel tolltt4at, Mwtftl', tllat illtle 4ttiUa Od be WONM Oll\a 
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I abaU Jcet.t \be De,pe..._t lato-..4 Of ·~ 41'ftl.O=Dil u4 I haft lateaet ... 1ft. X..YlU, Wal .... ora4 J.ul4ft lla\ I u.ll be &1114 to " •• Jaelptl&l \o \Jaea 1a \bla utter •• I .... 
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Ao\1Dc oa laa\ .. e\loaa of \lao ~~aaalo~. X )laee4 
a :telephoaa eall \o llr. 1'1'1..._ ot 'be w,r Retua•• lout 
t(ar Ill'. 11M Ln1" ot .u lola\ D1a\l'11uauoa OCIIIIilUae, 
wbo baa OOM \o •x1oo 1a MaaatUu wl ~ tilt pel'alaeloa 
allaaetlr sh'ea br \lae llealou aaU...d\lta fu \be ••'*'-
11e11Ma\ ben of a aafe\7 ,on to~ lowleh :rotoaeoa. 

llr. Lnl\\ \oU Ill'. ~d.._. 'Ill\ • lul4 Jut baA 
a ••YOnaU• wUia \llo Aldaaaato~, aaA abo baA AlllhaN& 
the eUn PI'Or~U1oa wlU. .. lll'lo Walbaa aa4 I.UAaa& , 
Uaat. be feU 1 , .... b'-17 ....... 1'1 U.\ ltofon .., 
tuUau aouoa ... u UJrta, oUiael' \U war .. taa•• Joal'i 
or \be lelat D1a\rlltatloa co..l\\oe aboa14 alwe aa-e aolt 
ot sunawaa \o u. llealeaa oo,.,_..,, ._, of OOUH 
\be poaa1-11l\7 of .., lowe ltelaa ltn-.b' to ~oo ••• 
••1'1 .--., ... , e..a 4eapUe Wa, 1\ woalt 1te ••••• .. ., 
to pNYl .. fo~ •• a M&\~J be taU \laa\ - Wal" 
bf .... ...,. elaMlt M a1tla \o &lYe \o Dalae Ule •­
son ot .......... •• ... .._, •• .,.. ...._ p,.. -. •t~ae• 
ua\ftl _..,...._ MOJOa\laa la •• pnJen. Ill'. Ln1" 
al ............. Ill'. ~1'1 ..... \laa\ ...... ••tqu ... ... 
aboa14 &IYO ... 14oa\1M \o a6tbtaaS.. .- toa of a 
ao\o ot appne1atloa ......... J'OC'Ilu oi•••b \o \Ill 
lled.aaa ao••-• tol' 1\o IOOJOftUoa 1D Npl'4 -. 
""1111 ., • ••'•'' ,.n. 

lll'o ~Yl" Mlt \lla' M bepot M Ml \lao ldala\a~ et 
OOMJMilia HfON aaa\ ~~ - w.,_ola UM lae waW W ... ,.,. ,. ••llla.baMa· ...... Ill'. ~1'1 ........ -· 1a 
\MM wlta. . ...- at tM .. ,11 .. ,.,... . 

.>r;-•• _~ • 
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No. 19,249 
,< 

.I 

SUBrnO'l1 W11;h Retereno~ to Propo•4 Eatabilu.Qt; bT 
Ke:d.oo ot a "POrt ot Reh&e" tor R•twte••. f'l'oll 
Bll..,. oooup1e4 Europe tor the Duratioi ot the 
war.- 1 

;r The HoDorabl• 
Seoretal'J' ot State, 

WUJlbatiODt DeOe 
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~·:::r!!!t~r~-~~~:;!···· oto., with tho lllnbtr, 

It 1-,.f-.1.7M.n.r::nlll•r tonal ai'I'QI ... ata han boon .. · . 
ooaploto4 -U» wle ltoiUIIl CJoyon.nt tUo\l&ll tlle Yla1atr, 
ot Goboraaoioa that the oatabll~at ot a "port ot r~t. .. " . 
in llonoo oo\114 bo u~o4 ao tho bula ot u:r noptlatloao with 
tho HUDcarlaa· or u:r othu OownMat. I 

All I llltOJ'U4 the Dol)&l'taeat la rq 4oapa11oh Ro. 191191 
th••• ooa.er•atloaa haTe takoa plaoo 41rootl7 botwooa lloaara. 
wal.._ alll4 Laatau u4 tbo Jd.alatJ:T ot OobU'II&olon &ll4 thla 
bbaiiq .llaa DOt 4bootl7 ,.rtlo1pato4 thoroln u the oonyeraa­
Uoao ..,. ia1Uato4 by lloalll'a. Wal4aaa u4 Laadau with tho 
lllailtiT of Ooanatloa wttbO\\\ ., 41reet lldtrnatloa u4 
on tholr OWJl Wtlatll'Oe I han, thoroto:i'o, u r-t iao 
ottlolal laton.atioa h'oa the llo:noa aow~at that tll.o 
oatabU ....... at ot the port ot rotqo la pvol7 IIJII)aolloal 
u4 a patve or wllotller lt will bo p:roparo4 to roool n 
4vlllls tho porlo4 ot tlt.o n1' at auoh pon ot rotqo a oortala 
alaller ot •aicraata. · 

I • toiEllt& ~~••· Wal«ua uA Laaku to oall oa tho .. 
1111l1ator ot hrolaa Rolatiou oa lloala7, .AY~ut 7. 

I • udor tu uloa that tho Jolat Dlatributloa 
co..lttoo .., bo UAAor ~ ~aaloa that ~r• 4otlalto 
U'l'....-ata han booa ll.oro tll.u I • ottlolallr awal'o 
ot at thlo tiM ..a u oWlo tu .uta,lluaoat ot a 
port ot rot.co tor ~ollo purpo8oo aa4 tho aotual roooptlon 
ot ..tcru.to u4 puUaa ot 'Ylou la7 tho llonou OoYorlllMat 
uo aoparato ¥ttora, I wo\114 o..-at tbt ao aotloa lao 
talcOa br tho War Rotqeo Boe4 oa tlae bulo ot \hlo Koxlou 
aotloa uatll I aa able to glw ~r• oonoroto lato~tloa 
wllloh I eu olatala ottlo1all7 ti'Oa \M lllxleu OOTO:n..at 
u to lto at\1tu4• oa \ll.lo aa\tor. lbio altuatloa I boll••• 
ou tie olwtiod AviD& -tho aoxt woole. 
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No, 19191 

Mexico, D.F., August .3, 1944, 

Subject I Statements in tho press 1D tho d'i'oct that 
the Mexican Government hns indicntod its 
willingness to establish na port of' refugell 
:t.'or the period o:t.' the Hnr for refugoGs from 
Europe, 

Tho Honorable 

Sir: 

Tho Secretary of Statb~ 
Hashington, D.c. 

I have the honor to rofor to instructions of tho 
Department with respect to tho ostnblishmont of tho liar 
Roi'ugoe Board and to the effect thnt this Embassy is to 
bring to tho attention of the. Mexican Government full 
information uith regard to the establishment,of the Board 
and its activities, In this connection I woUld like to 
refer to previous despatches of this Embassy, and more 
particulal'ly to my despatch no, 172.35 of J:pril 27, 1944, 
in 11hich I gave some background information on the possi­
bility or collaboration by the !Jexican Government. with 
the fiar Refugee Board. 

Several weeks ago !.!r'. Jacob Landau of Ne11 York, Ythom 
I have known for many years in Europe and in tho United 
States called at the Embassy to state that he was in 
!.lexioo City on a mission for the 1'/ar Refugee Board and·that 
he 1·1as awaiting tho arrival of l.lr. Morris ltaldman of the 
J\merican Jewil!h Committee, who was to .accompany him on. this 
mission here and on a similar mission. to others of the llllleri­
can Republics, I told IJr, Landau that while I had no specif'ic 
instructions with regard to the mission on 11hich he· and 
Hr. flaldman Tlere engaged, I woUld be, very happy to see llhem 
both on the arrival of Mr. Waldman. 

In· the meantime I re.ceived a telegram from the Depart­
ment statitJe that l.ir, Landau and Mr. l.aldman were traveling 
to Mexico al\d td!s,srther countries of the lunericas on :a mission 
f'or the i'lar &ruge'l Board and that I was to rocord them 
appropriate -.air priorities to f'acilitate, their travel, I ~ 
have no direct information ,from the Department ·other than 
this, that Aiz'. l:aldman dnd Mr. Landau are on a-misSion for 
the liar Rei'ugeo Board, but in vieu of my long personal : 
acquaihtance-uith them and imview of my knouledge of their 

\ 
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.full dependabili·"'.j :r have been proceeq:l.ng on tho"t~l~is of 
the information which they have given m~ with respect to 
their mission; · \ . 

. 11heri ~!r, Waldman arrived in Mexico City, he nhd 
Mrj Lahdau came to see me, and th\ly informed inc that the 
pUrpose of their trip nas to endeavor to persUade tho 
appropriate Mexican authorities, anti .ti}ose of.other 
American countries to tho south, to establish "ports of 
refugo 11 for refugees from Europe, tJ.ese ports of refuge 
to bo used during the period of tho liar for tho shelter 
of such refugees and a!:. tho end of which period, they 
would return to their country of origin, or a!; least leave 
the port qf refuge. 

· They stated thatthoy were undertaking this mission at 
the roquos~}of the i'iar Refugee Board. , r 

\' 
Mr. lialdman and !.!r. Landau informed me that they had 

already boon in touch nith tho Minister of Gobornacion, 
Mr. f•leman, to whom they had been introduced by ~ir. Lombardo 
Tolodano, to which Minister they had set forth their desires 
and plans. Mr. Landau explained that thoy had made tho . 
approach to the Mexican Government in this manner in viov1 of 
the fact that ho hud met Mr. Lornb!'rdo Tolodano in tho United 
States and on his arrival hero, ho had· called on him and 
~!r. Lombardo Tolcdano had offered to assist them in this 
matter and to arrange for an intcrviou nith tho Minister of 
Gobornaoion, t!r. J.leman. l.!r. Landau stated that whon 
Mr. Lombardo Tolodano presented them to tho Minister of 
Gobernacion, he made a very strong plan for tho· .ostablishmont 
by the Mexican Govornmont of such u port of rofugo. Mr. Landau 
statod that the Minister hud oxprossod his intorost and·his 
uillingnoss to discuss tho matter with tho Prosidont of Moxico. 

I informod Air. V/aldJ:u:m and Mr'O. Landau that while I had 
no instructions from my Govornmont 17ith .speoific reference. 
to thoir mission, I considered that tho telegram 1'/hich I had 
authorizing mo to havo an air priority for travel to tho 
south and tho previous instructions which I had r1ith rog~d 
to tho tiar Refugee Board v:oro suffici~nt basis. for me to 
facilitate. their mission in tho measure possible. I frankly 
told them that although I had been much interested in this 
rofugoo problem and. stillTias1 'and had naturally givon it a 
groat deal of attontion since I have been :iJl Moxico, that 
I did not find tho t,i:titude in either official circles or 
among tho Mexican pe~lo particularly rocoptivo toi9ceiving 
refugees exoopt •f a. certain type from EUrope.. In thi~ par­
ticular respect I would. again refer to my despatch no. 172:35 \ 
of April 27, 1941., in 1'ihich I gave background information on this 
situation in !.!exico. I told them1 however, that in view 
of the woll knovm humanitarian attitude of: tho !':resident 
of Mexico and of tho Mexican· Goven'lrnont in general, and as 
their project did not involve tho rofugoos remaining indofinitoly 
in Mexico, I cons:l.dored it probable that· a recoptivo attitude · 
might bo fou.d. -

\ 
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I told Mr. \1c • .-..nnn and Mr. L.'Uldau that as tho~-,;lld takon 

up tho llU\ttor with the Minister of Gobornaoion on tli<i'ii\' ol'ln 
initiative and without any intervention of this Embassy, or . 
previous consultation with us, md oo tho Minister of Govornacion 
was ono of tho rosponsiblo Ministers primarily charged with 
matters of this kind, I thought,it best to continuo tho channel 
they had boon using. I said that tho, Ministry of Gobornacion 
wns tho Ministry primarily rosponsiblo in roaching a decision 
of this kind bu~ that it would ordinarily bo modo in consulta­
tion with the Ministry of Foreign Relations. 

Whon I fotmd that no approach had been made to tho Ministry of 
Foreign Relations~ I suggested to Mr. ilaldman and Mr. Landau that 
they give me a memorandum covering exactly what they uished to do 
and specifically what they had said lhbout their plan to the 
Minister of Gobernacion, in ardor 1hat I might loavo this uith tho 
Minister for Foreign Relations for his information. I said that it 
was in~npy ovont probable that tho President would consult tho Minister 
for Foreign Relations before roaching a qocision nnd th~t I would 
like at least to give to tho Minister for Foreign Relations a 
definite statement of what was involved in tho 11port of refuge". 

Messrs. Waldmnn and Landau prepared a memorandum, of which I 
transmit a copy herouith, and uhioh is self-explanatory. 

At tho first opportunity that I had after·bho conversation 
with Messrs. l:aldmnn and Landau, I informEid tho Foreign Minister 
of tho prosonco of Mr. ,llaldman and Mr. Landau in Mexico City on 
this mission for tho War RofPgoo Board and stated that they wore 
already in touch, through arrangements that thoy had made on their 
mm initiative, with tho Minister of Gobornaoion. Tho Minister, Dr. 

,l Padilla, indicated that ho had not yot received any other information 
on this matter and had not yot boon consulted by tho lrlinistor.of 
Gobornaoion. I, thorofare sont him aftor this conversation a copy 
of tho memorandum prepared by Messrs. ilaldman nnd Landau. 

In tho Moxico City newspapers of August 2,-;thoro appoarod 
a statomont to tho offoct~at tho Mexican Government had announced 
that it vras prepared to ootablish a port of refuge. Although tho 
annot:nccmonts in tho noVIspapoz:s Tloro to tho affect that tho infor­
mation camo from official sourcos 1 I thought itTUs\~11 to dotormino 
uhothor tho't'e had boon action officially by tho Mexican GovornmGnt, 
nnd I got in touch with !.losers. llaldmnn and Landau, uho informad 
mo that this notice in tho noTispapGrs under rbforonoG 11as tho first 
indication they had of favorable action, but thatthoy would 'confirm 
it. Thoy later infer~ mo ilat thoy bad assured thomsolvos ~at 
tho Ministry of Gobornac~onhad issued this statement, ~hich had 
uppourod in tho prose. -

\ 
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Messrs. Tialtinan and Landau indicated that tiley would like· · 

immediately to telephone to Mr. Fl'ibdnlan 6£ the Y1l:ir Refugee Board 
in !_Iaa~ton, who is act~ for Mro Pohle; the Eieecutive Secretary, 
of the Board. Ih view of the fact that telephone communication' is· 
much delayed and in v~eu i!f the' official character of the liar 
RefUgee Board, I arfapged f6r n telephone call(by the Embassy to 
Mr. Friedman and d\U'ihg t~e telephone conversation rlith Mr. Friedman 
in llashington on' .Aut:ust ::!; ~. Landau infDrmed him that the A!exi.c.an 
Gove1•nment had· issued a statement to the press thl!,t day that it i~o 
prepared to set up a safety port for Jewish refUgees from Europe, 
particularly women and children; that the Mexican Government is not 
prepared to accept any financial responsibility for the transpor­
tation and maintenaQce of these refUgees; that it stipulates that 
they will not. engage in any occupation o1· business while in Mexico 
and that they uill m repatriated upon the termination of the liar. 
Mr. Landau informed Mr. Friedman that the Mexican Government 
wished gUarantees to this effect and he suggested that Mr. Friedman 
get in touch with !.!r. Jirman or Air. Levy of the Joint Distribution 
Committee and urge that one of them rome to Mexico within the 
next day or two in order to f'llrllish written guarantees in 
the manner desired by the Mexican Government. Mr. Friedman 
informed 1!r. Landau over the telephone that he· .. *Pilld be able 
to do this. 

lihile I have no official confirmation from the Uexican 
Government, either from the Ministry of Foreign Relations or 
the Ministry of Gobernacion1 to the effect that the· Mexican 
Government has taken this action, there are ful"ther t:Jtatements 
in the press this morning which indicate that action .in the 
foregoing sense has been taken by the Mexican Government. 
In view of the fact that tho contact in this matter has been 
entirely between Mr. llaldman and !.!r. Landau and the Ministry of 
Gobernacion, I sh~ll necessarily let the matter remain in 
that channel. 

I havQ ~ ~.l ... \19J.dmSJr e».d ,..>i ~da-u; that :IJl"a~ v~ar· .. .. 
~t;!; can properly'assist them in this matter, I shall be 
very glad to continue to do so. I have made it clear to 
them, however, that if any refugees are to bo brought here 
to such a port of refuge; the Mexican Government Vlill insist 
upon very definite guarantees: (l) that it \'till noteocept 
~financial responsibility f:or transportation or maintenance; 
(2) that the refugees will not engage in any gainful occupation 
or. business uhile at the port of rei\!gfl'; and (3) that 
they will be re~~r,iated at the end _of the liar. Mr. \',aldmsn 
and Mr. Landau irirClrmed me that the q>propriato guarantees 
for maintenance, etc., will be given by Jewish organizations 
-•f a private character in the United States, such. as the 
Joint Distribution Committe's. ' 

\ 
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In-this connection I may say that in a ·conversation 
with the Minister :for Foreign Relations, I in:t:ormed him 
that I had had close contact 11ith the uork o:t: the Joint 
Distribution Committee ~or a period of many years and that 
I could in:t:orm hilll informally that any guarantees.givon·by 
tho Committee Tlould be 'met meticulously. 

While I am very happy that this action is being taken 
by the Mexican Government, I think it is in no· .. uay indicative 
that MeXico is prepared to receive any number o:f Jewish 
refUgees and, in :fact, certain other refugees from Europe 
for permanent residence qnd integration in her economic life. 
The preliminary announcement in. the press of the proposed 
action o:f the MeXican Government in establishing a port of 

. refuge'.for the duration of t,he ;,ar has not boen received 
without criticism tuom sections o:f the Mexican press. I 
have taken the opportunity of my long friendship uith 
Mr. i.aldman and Mr. Iendau, and my full appreciation of tho 
humanitarian work in which they are engaged, to give them. 
:for their confidential background the' best information in 
my power with regard to tho real situation liero and with 
regard to the possibilities of settling Jol'lish .refugees, 
and certain other refugees, in this country.' . ' 

If any fUr-ther-information· develops.· in· this· matter 
which will be o:t: interest to the Department, I shall not 
.fail to keep it in:t:ormed. ' 

A:t:ter completing thill despatch to this point, Mr, Landau 
called me on tho telephone to say that Mr. ilaldman and he 
had just been received by tho Minister of Gobornacion, . 
1Ar. Aleman, uho had informed them that a port of refuge was 
agreed upon by tho Mexican Government under certain conditions 
which I understand are those already set forth in.this despatch. 
Mr. Landau said that Mr. \laldman and he had called upon the 
Minister o:f Gobernacion, Mr •. Aleman, to express their thanks 
and that of tho ;;ar Refugee Board for the action nhich they 
understood :from the press the Mexican Government vas taking 
in'this matter. It uas-then that Mr. Aleman· confirmed to 
them that the MeXican Government would take this action~ 

Mr •. Landau turther said that arrqngements had bee 
made :for him and Mr. lialdlnan to call upon tho President o:f 
Mexico in order~t theiY might.have an opportunity to:·flX• 
press personauy"abd directly to tle President their appre­
ciation of'the action to be taken by tho Mexican Government. 

\ 

\ 
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Thoro has boon, so far, no official statement of tho 

Mexican Government nith regard to t~is action bthor than 
brief articles. in tho pros~, obvio~ly coming from tho 
Ministry of Gobornadion, Thoro has ·booh.no.pl!oclamation 
by tho President of no dooroe as yet issued;. or at least 
published, and up to this nrititlg, tho Mihistl'y of Foreign 
Relations has apparently not beeh eotlaUlted in the matte~ 
by tho Ministry of Gobornaoion, 

I am, 

Respectfully yours, 

George S, Messersln!Lth 

Enoloatiro: 
Memorandum. 

848-i;ar Refugee Board 

(Original and 4 copies to the Department) 
G 
GSM/eaa 

I , .. 
I 
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.L 
~ican Embassy, Mexico, D. F. ~ ~ I Enclosur_ o Despatch No, 191911 August 3

1 
944 . 

I MEMORANDUM 

Mr, Morris D. \.aldman, Vioo..Chnirman of tho Central Jouish 
Comrnittoo and Mr, Jacob Landau, mombor of tho Bxocutivo Committee 

. of tho Central Jo11ish Comrnittoo arrived in this country a fen days 
,. ago• Tho American Janish Committee is an outstanding Janish organi-

zation to nhioh tho most prominent Jens in America bolong, 

The trip of those tRo gentlemen is sponsored by tho ~:ar Refu-
gee Board, nhiobluas recently established by President Roosevelt 
for tho rescue of Jenish and Christian victims of nazi tyrrany, It 
is composed of Air. Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, r.lr. Henry Stirn-
son, Secretary of, i;ar, and Mr, Henry Morgonthau, Secretary of T~oasury, 

~ . 
The purpose'< of this trip is to ascertain uhothor President 

Manuel Avila Camacho nould be prepared to establish a safety port, 
like the ono very recently established in the United States by 
President Roosevelt, 

It is not anticipated that any rofugoos nould actually roach 
tho safety port, The safety port 11ould be 1 in tho mntn a moral 
gesture indicating tho interest Mexico is taking. oil humanitarian 
grounds in the lot of innocent persons nho aro being ruthlessly 
exterminated by our common enemy.; 

. . 
Tho safety port uould'morely provide, as tho namo indicates, 

a temporary asylUIJI for tho duration of tho nar, It'is.not suggested 
that they 110uld be allowed to 11ork1 or to freely move around· tho 
country, 

Should any rofugoos arrive in this country, !Ar, llaldman and Mr. 
Landau arc prepared to guarantee on behalf of tho philanthrop[o 
JoRish organizations in tho United States, that all oxPondituros in• 
volvod nould be borne ·by thorn and that these refugees will not.·be-

\ como a burden to f,fexico, 
:&. 

It is further suggostod by !Ar, \,aldman and Air,· Landau that a 
presidential pronunciamiento, establishing a safety port could limit 
tho nUIJiber of Jews to bo admitted to fi'fe or six hundred, or Ylhat-
over tho Government may deem advisable, They arc both hopeful that 
Mexico wiiU be the i'irst Latin American country to indicate this 
hUIIIanitarian interest in the mission nhich brought them horo, 

\ . ~~- \ Mr. 'flaldman and Mr, Landau, bei'ore leaving the United States, 
I am ini'o;rmed by them, nero received by Llr. Cordell Hull, who · 
expressed his deep interest· in their misa~on and emphatically 
expressed th~ 1hope that thoy would socceed. · 



• \ 
, Mexico, D.F. 1 Julx_?5th, 12M:... 
This memorandum uas proparod by Messrs. ~. 
ITaldman and Landau at my request and for my in• 
formation. I gave a copy informally to tho 
~tlniator for Foreign Relations ~qr his inform~ 
ation, Messrs. Landau & Tlaldrunn· inform mo 
that they gave a copy of tho memorandum in 
Spanish to the Minister of Gobornacion, 
Mr. Aleman. 

G. S:. M, 

Miss Chu~cey (For the Soc 1y), Abrahamson, Akzin, Borenstein, Cohn, 
DuBois, ~iedman, G ston, Hodel, LaUghlin, Lessor, !.!ann, Mannon, 
Marks, McCormack, P~hle, Sargoy, Standish, \ioinste~.n, Files 
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subjoot: statements in the prosato tllD efteot.tbnt 
tho Mexioun Oovorrunont han iudioatod its 
wlllinc;neaa to ootu1Jl1oh "a POf:t or. ro1'uge!t 
tot• the period ot tll@ \lar tor "\ofugeea froJ;i 
Europe. 

'!'he lio U()rahle 
'l'ho Sooretnr.Y of IJt~te, 

;·,ushillf. to r1 1 ....... • 

1 have ~ha honor to rater tu 1netruot1ono or tho 
.• upal·t.;,;,cnt with reupeot to tho eotabliolwout ol· tlie ,;ar 
.;efur.~Hoar,d aud to th._ of1'eot. ~t this n~lbaesy is to 
bring to tho attention ot tho ;~exioan l.ioVOl'IU;,ent tull 
ln1'orr.m. t1 on r11 th l'u~::ord to thtJ oat.11blloluaont uf tho noard 
ti!id ita aotivitieu. l.n t.his oonuootion l would lii.:G to 
refer to provioua doupntohes ot thio JLmbaas.v, untl wore 
pntioulu.rly to •IY ueopaton no. 172)5 or Apr11 27, 1944 
in whioh I ~uve so~•a bao.k:~;;rouna. itd'o1·;~ation on the llOasl­
bility of collaboration b,y tho Me:donu vovornuont wltll 
the \,ar ae1'U(5eelJoard. ·, ·---;;evorul VJeeks uco !.x. Jacob Landau of Hew York, wom 
I have known tor LlfillY yulil's 111 r~urope twu in tho Un1tud 
atutoa oallod at the t:mbaaa,y to state tllut ha ~u1a 1n 
,;w:r.ioo Oity on n lldasion for tl\e ~~ar Hetugee board and tbat 
he wo.e aw&itin(i the nrl'ival of Ul'. Jotorrls ~.aldruan .ot · tlHI 
lvnerionn Jewish oocuuittee who was to a.ooolllPillll him on th1LI 
rniasio•l hero oua on u ei;Illll' r.delllon to ot.hera ot the ;uAer1• 
ban nepubl1os. l told Mr. Landau ~at while l bo.d no apeoi.flo 
1nst1·uot1onl:l with roeo.rd to tlle .cu1sllion on \'lhioh he and 
;.;r. ,al<l.L~n we~e oneugo4, 1 woubl be very 1 happy to eao them 
both on tne a:rrivnl of Mr. l'.alaman. 

In the n.eant1111a l reoa1'Yod a tolegram trom the ilopart• 
mont otatluB that ~ir. Lundnu and ~>•r. \iold1Jl8n were truvoU.1tg 
to l..oxloo and to other oountriea of tho Al!lfll'lOIHl on a mission . 
for the 1·1~ netut:oe Board nnd thnt l wan to aooord them 
appropriafia air pr1~Uu t.o tao111tate their travel. l 
hnve no 41rt0\ 1nt0l'l!ll.lt1on trot'l tllo uepnrtu•ent otlHll' than 
tl>i::l

1 
!;hat M:l'e \'ial4mnn and l-11'o ~rul«U al'O on " nd.aaion tor 

the r.ar aefll€•• ~d, but in Yiew $! Jn¥ lon('; pereonal 
aor1uaintanoe ''1th theiU lillt\ in view o1' 11:<'1 koowledee ot their \ 
full dependab111t,y 1 han 'baou prooea41ng "n the baale of 
the 1ntorlcatlon whloh they have ulven me w1th reapeot.·. to 
their mieaion. 

i'<t.on u·. >,QJ.dl~nu uu1vod 1D Mn10o OUy, he an4 
r.:r. l..amtuu OAJr.O to s eo t..O 1 uml t.h•.Y 1ntomed me 1a-.t t.he 

pupoae 
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11\U'potHl of their trip wan lio oncleavor to 11orsunde the 
ap}ll·oprint.e :::exionn a"thorit.iee, und thuae o1' other 
AI•torionn oountrios to tho ooutlt, to ostabl1nh "porta or 
refuge" for r~tugeoa tro1h 1\urope, those- portll of rofugG 
to be used durin<; tho period of the •;,al' for tho aholter 
ut suoh rofugeoa ant\ at tho end of ,,·hiQh pe~'i()(i, . .thoy . 
wot<ld return tt> theil· oount17 or Ol'i&in, or· at loust loavo· 
tho port of roi'ut;oo \, 

'l'hoy etatcd that thoy we1•a uwe1•t.:.k1nt-.; this misa1on at 
the requout o1 loho war nel'usee uourd • 

. Jr, \lalll.!:tnn und Mr • .LanQ.au inl'ormed Jaf.l.--thut. the~ l.nd 
alrc.Hld[ lloan in touoh dth tho iduistor ol' Gobernaoion, 
1.u·. A.l:elllan, to l'lhOt;J thoy hud been int.1·o~i.uoeu by tlr. !.o.mbnrdo 
'l'oloduno, to wh1oh Minister thui had set :fo1•tll tt.elr llodroa 
and l>luns. :.:t·, Lunduu oxpla1uod tim t ~boy hutl !iltld~ the 
upr,1·oa.oh to the • .;e::doan Goverlll•lont in this mtu1nor ill v1ow o1' 
tho i'aot tlliit. ho had (!et 1iro L011buro.o 'l:oled.nno in tho Un1tod 
Jtntes und ou ll1a arrival. horo, ho ha~\ oulled on him and 
:,;r. Lo.mbardo 'l'olodnno t1ad oti'ered to assist tho.•• 1u this 
matter anu to arrange 1'or an interv1ov1 with tho M1u1utar of 
Gobornaolon, IAr. Alenu\n. Mr. l.unduu stated that when 
Hr, J.omba1•db Tolodnno prooeuted th~r.l to tho i,l1n1otor ot 
Oobernnuion, he mndo a vel'Y strone, plou tor the ootnbl1slllll6nt 
by the l-Jex1oon Governt~ent of auoh a port or rofut:o. Mr. l.unuau 
stated thut the V.in1otor hall oxpraased hie intoruat nnd hio 
willint~nou~ to d1a.::uas the mutter with tha i'rosidont ot l.lexioo. 

l informed /,\r, i.nlu!Hun nn<1 l.:r, Lanunu that wh1ltl I hnd 
no instruotiont> froll rny Government with speo11'1o referonoe 
to thoir vl1seioa, 1 aonu1dOl'et1 thn t the toloc.raui Ylhioh 1 hr•d 
nut.hcl·i:dllt l>lO to t:o.va nn air Jll'iority fol.• t1•uvel to the 
oo1<th ami thtj previous im;truQf.i,,no '<1lioh 1 huu \<i th regard 
to tho iiar Hetugee Iloartt woro suf1'1oiont buais J:or no to 
:ruoilitutfl tlluir 1•11n.,1on in tno L1tlu~:;uro .ponaible. l frunkly 
told thoL1 that ul thout;h l hnd bcllll ·Huuh lnliorostud in this 
rsfucee probleu11 und a till nus, nh<\ hn<l llli tm•ally i'J. von 1 t a 
ereut tlot<l of attention t~inoe 1 ltu.vo b~en in "'~exioo, thnt 
l diu not t'iou the att11;utlo in eitho.r o1'1'1o1ul oiroleo or 
a;:1onc tho I::c:l.ioan ,;;ooplo Jlul't.ioulurly roo&ptive to r eoei v lll!l. 
ret'ut;;aea oxoopt ol a oort.uin type 1'ro(l). EUl'O}HI • .ln tl1iu pnr• 
t1oulur roapoo¥ I would 6£.aiu ra!'or to my cloap&toh no• 172.); 
or :.p1•1l 27, 1944, in wh1oll l i£GV& bMkgrounu 1ntorll!l4tion \ 
on thie altu~>tlon in ho:doo. l told tllo~1, however, thnt in 
Vi ow of tho well lmo\Yn ll\1.1\Ulni teriun attitude oi' tho n·usiclent 
or ~oxioo on~ of tM ~\oxioan Goyerll!:tent in senerul, und aa 
their 11roJaot did not involve tho ro1'w;eos i'611lu1u1n~ lndefini tely 
in ?.;oxioQ, l oon~111orud 1t probubh that u reoeptlve ntt1tude 
micht bo tound. · 

1 told !>lr. l.aldlllan auCI lou.•, Lo.nuau tllut tUJ bh•f l.-4 \taken 
up the Jnatter wit.l.-~he Minlater or Uobel'Dao1on N 'hei:t otia 
initiative and without sny intervention of \his Wlbaea7, or, 
previous oonaultstlon with us, and .ao the l41n1stel' o1' Gobernnoion 
wns one ot the reoponelble Ministers priruerilJ ohurg•4 with 
mattoro of thio id.nd, I thoti{!llt 1t. best to oonUnue the ohaanel 
thoy had. been ulinu. I said tlmt. tho L11n1ouy of Gober1111o16n 
wao the liliniutry primarily reeponalble in reaoh106 • 4•o1•ion 
ot tbh kind but that it "'oul4 ordinarily be ~~~aile in oonaulto.• 
t1on with. the :.Jinhtry of Vo1·e1e-n aelllt1ontJo 
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When l found \ilu .. t no upprouoh had bt~en 1'ado to the· 
· ,,ilnl st.ry o1' ll'orait.lt< · iiolu tiona. l auggoated to l.il'• haldlllQn 
nn<l "'1;"• Landau tllnt lihoy givo v1e u Ju&hornndum oovorine · 
exaotly whnt thoy \)l.shod t.o do and 5pooir1ou.lly wh~t. thoy 
had ua1d about thlilir plan· to the Uin1oter of cocaruaolon,, · · · 
in ora.or tbut 1 tuieht leuve tl\is Yilt.~. tho ;;;inioter tor 
h'oroiLn nelutiona i'Ol' hio 1ntoruat1on. ~ auld that it \lau 
in uny event p1·obable that tho l'raaidenli \would oonault tho 
~11n1oter fol' lforoit:,n nelat1ons before rfJMhilll:.: 11 doo11l1on 
aml. that l would lU;e at lenot tu civo to the t.i1nlator 1'or 
Foroic;;n Uelntiona a llofin1to otintemont ot· what wan involved 
1n tlle "port ot raruso"• 

Mea ora. l'mldlllan nnd Lundau prepared a momoraui1Uil11 of 
whloh l trenmul t e oopy llerov;l th, and wh1oh ia aolf•explonntory • 

At tho Urot opportunity thnt 1 had aftel' tho oonve1•an• 
tion \·;lth Meoeruo ha.ldLw.n anu Landau, 1 in.l'onaod tho rro1•oie.n 
:;:loiatel' of the proaenoe c.1' !'•l'o Waldman aud ;.;r. l.unu(I\l in 
l.iexioo 01 ty on thla JJJiauion for tho i1ar Hefueoe llottrd and 
stated that they were alreaoy in touoh throuch nrJ:'t~n~:;e;;,onto 
that ~i.\ey had J,;adc on their ovm 1n1~1;thvo, w~th the ,\,1ninter 
of Gobernaoion. The ,J1u1ster, ur. /dd1llu, 1 nil1oatod that 
he !lad not yot :reoe1vod ony other infort•la t1on on thio rna tter 
an<i hnu not yet bean oonsultcd by the ... :1r.1ator of Gobernt~.oion. 
1, thorvtoro oent hir11 nftor thill oonverant1on a oopy of tllo 
meruorandutl prepu.red by ~ieoara. i.oldunn and Landu.u. 

In tho ;,iex!. oo Gi ty nOM3I>aporu of iiUcus t .a. 11heru O.l?peal'ed 
u etntenont. to tho etl'eot that tl111. t.:c:doan Oovornment had · 
nnnouuoad ttu•t. it was preparad to esto.bl.inll u port or rotl4;eo 
Althouch tho nnaou.nowaents in the ne~;spurt~r& wore to the 
effect. th\\t t.ho in1'or.m.at1on owue rrolll orrioiul sourooa• 1 
thout;ht it was v.ell to deter~line whether tlusro had been uotion 
o1'i'1oiu.lly by tho :.;ox1ot~.n Goverm,!OJit• o.rw .i. t;Ot in t.uuoh lt1th 
lotooat·u. \laldlllan find L11ru1uu, \.ho ini'o:J;'I:<ud li.l'l thn.t thia ••otioo 
in tho ne\lepa)::era unoloJ:· roforunoo was tho 1'11•ut. 1nd1oat.ion 
thOJ imu of i't~.Vorablu aoUon• but tl.ut th$.Y ''oulu uonf1rw. it, 
Tho:,; lat.el' 1ut·orueu , .• e that they hcui u.u:.urod thcmselvcu tlu~t 
the i~1u1str,y of Gobornao1on l1ad iBtlUed t.hi.u u~atemont, \;llloh 
bad uppcured ln tlle preu. 

J;;e:>sru. ~illld.olan· nuu Lunauu iudioa\."'d tl1ut they would \ 
like 16uued1ntoly to telephonu to Lr • .l!'r1oduun ol' tho ilor 
uetugoe lloard in loaoh1n(.$ton1 who 1o MtilltL for Mr. I'ollle, 
tho ExeouUTe seoretary ot the Hoar4, In view of the ft~ot 
thut telephone oomlliun1oct1on 1o IUUOb 4ela,yed anu1n view of 
tho ott1o1al oharaotor of the war llefll6e• .Uoard 1 l arranged 
for u telephone oull by the Im~busy to f;ir •. · ¥l'1edman and dut•1nl$ 
the ·tolephono oonvorsatl.on ~11th iilro t'rlEidJnan in <.aol\l!lgton ' 
on c\ut~ust 2 1"~. Landau 1nforme<l h1Bi thu.t tho lliex1oan Govern­
mont had 1Bauel a stntell1ent to the press. thut duy that it 1B 
prepurod to set up a safety port for Jew1¥b retugoee trom · 
Europe• particularly women and oh1ldren& tllat the Mex1oan 
uovernmont 1o not prepared to aooept any flnanolul reepone1b111ty 
for tbe tran•por\ation and Jna1ntananoe or those retugoe15 
tha\ 1t'st1pul"tes that they will not 8nB468 1n any oooupat1on 
or businees while ln.Mexloo nnd \~at they will be repatriated 
upon the tem1nut1on ot the i/IU'e .Lire Landau ln1'ol'il18d Mr. Fr1ed­
lll4Jl that the Mexlonn Goverru:umt "'iohed guarantees to thla 
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etteot and t.o' sue;gos11od )illnt Mr. ll'l'iodman £lett in touoh 
with ~lr. Hyman or Mr. Levy o.r tlla Joint Distribution Oow. .. 
mit too nnd Ur6e that one of them oome to l.lexl.OO within tha \ 

. . . ~ 

... ___noxt._dll.Y' ..Q.r ~)~~ii~i;~nt-iiftelir~to~~t'u~x~·in1~o~hj0'i~ii~i·i1;itrntiiior~n[t~c~u::oir1;;an~t. e;;e;:sr-a ;1~;n~~ the mt1nnor uU••nu.~·cu n:--~ccc··c:-c··~·cc-c:~~':-:c~~~--~--c-~ 
ini'ol'mod Mr. l.un<lflU ovor t.ht~ telephono tlv~t he would · ublo 
t(l do this. ~ · 

·:,hilo i havo no offio1al ooLlf1r1.lt<tio<l f:~i<l tt<o l•;exio11n 
uoverm~ont, oithur from tht1 ta.n1atry of i'oreicn Holntions or 
the i.liniutry o.l' Gobel•naoi6n, to tho ot1oot that the <.:$x1oo.n 
GoVul'nt'lont hall taken this aotion, there oro 1'urthor ututemol!ta 
in the preoa ~his UIOl'nine wh1oh 1mUouto tt1at aotion in the 

t.fi' torecolnu sonoo huu llo«n tuken by tho l.lox1oan Govurnm.ent. 
In view ot the faot that. tl\u oontuot 1n tll1a :.mttor hno beQu 
entirely betwoon ;.:r. ·\Hll<luan and l.;r • .l.ununu unu tlla .:;.in1atl·y 
of Uobornaoi6n, l sh:..ll nuoeusaril;,· let. tho r-mttor romnln l.n 
that. ohannol. 

1 lmvo told l;>r. i';aldtr.an ~>U•.• .<.;r, Landau thu t in all¥ 1·1~ 
thu t l oun Pl'O}Jerly aea1u t thou 1n t.llis saattor, 1 aho.ll be 
vory L·.lud lio uont.inuo to <lo no, 1 hnvo 1114de 1 t oloar to 
thoL,, rtowo~er, that lt' LtnY rutusees are to bo bl'OU(!;ht lu1ro 
to t~uoh u :po1•t oi' refuGe, lih~ l.ieXioau Oovornment \';ill insist 
upon very <lofinito cuarantoea1 (l) that 1t·w1ll not nooept 
any finanoiul reupoua1b1l1ty tor transportation or 1!.1alntonu.noo1 
(2) thtLt tho ratugeea w1ll not os)(~nto in any gaintul oooupa­
tion Ol' Lueinoae wh1lo at th~ po1·t ot :rot'UBOl una ()) the.~ 
thoy \'lill be repatriutod at tho end ot the \1ar. iJl', lialdJaUn 
ancJ. .'ilr. 1andnu informed ~10 thut tho upp1•opriute euaranteee 
for :.1aint.onnnoe, eto., will bo Livun by Jewiah or~anizatlonu 
of u privnte ohnruotor in the United utntcu 1 ouoh ns the 
Joint vlatribu\ion Ooumittee. 

In this oouneot1on I muy uny \;hnt in 4 oonversation. 
\11th tho :Unhter tor ~·oreic;n Helnt1,>nfl, l in!o1·m<;d hit!l · 
thn t I hnd had olosu oontaot with the \iOl'k ot' tho .Joint 
Ulstribt.ion OOillt.littee OYOl' o. llol'iod ot many YI38.1'0 und that 
1 ooul.ci inform him infortnally thut uny gunrontoos {;ivan by 
the Oonuo1ttoe would be m1t luat1ouloualy. 

iihllo l IWl very hnppy tbnt th!G o.otion ill boin£( tokon 
by tho :Aex1oun oovernu,ont, l t.llink 1 t is in no "•"Y 1nd1outive 
tho t Mex1oo h lll'Gptlred t.o reoo1 vo any nun1bor or J owlah 
rofut)oes nne, in tuot, oortain other l'Of\l{'.eoo from ~uro1>0 
ro1• per11mnont. rosidenoo and int.ol;tl'atlon in her ooono1nio lifo. 
'i'bo 1ll'olilidnary tuwounoot,.ent in the praSt\ ol.' tho proposed 
aotios1 o1' t;ho l~e~xioan Oovern:uont in eatublishinB a port of 
refuse for tho diU'ation of· tho ·;oul' l:lfHl not been rEtoeivud 
without oritioiu111 !"rom seotiorw or the l:.exlaun Pl'OI.llh l 
havo tul.:on the Ol1portunity ot my lone; friendahip \1i th 
<;r. \,ald~uu unll l.'!l>1t Lun<luu,aud 1\lY tull appreo1ut1ou ur tho. 
humanilnr1nn \'iork in whioh they uro I>Jit;o.~tHl, to sive theLl 
ror their oonri4ential baokeround tho beat inforoat1on in 
my power w1 th l'6tjlll"d to tho real s1 tl.lu t1on hore am1 with · 
resa1•d to the poasib111 ties of settliU(; Jo\'1iuh l'etll6•••• 
and oertn1n other rerueeeo, in this oouut.ry. 
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li' uny 1'urtlHll' infOl'Lillltic>O dovo~O!>S in thla !:latter 
l<t.loh \;ill bu o:t' intoroot to tilu IJGl-'1£\l'~mont, 1 aluo:~ll not 
l'uil tu Koop 1 t infOl'l:lOd. 

,'.fter oot~plotinr:. thia dollputoh tu tl.1.a point, M.r. Landau 
called ~>•O on tho telopl1ono to stAY thu t •. ;t·. ;.r~ldt!lfll\ und hu ~ 
l.ud Just boon rooeived by the .:~id.ator of Gobtll'IUlOlon, . 
t.r. l • .lem&n, 11ho llud informed thou thut a port ot re1'UfiO vma, 
ac:rotHl upon by tho luO:li;iOflll OoVOl'nc•ont under oertuin oonditlona 
wuioh l undorstunll nro thoae alreudy sot torth in this despatoh • 
.-.:r, l.and:;.u s&ld that; ldr. l<aldmnn end ho hnu oolled upon tho 
L>inieter ot' uobet•naoion, ~:r. ;\leman, to express their thanks 
and thu t cit the i.ur i'Lei'ugee uourd fot• tho aot1on V;hioh they 
undorotood tron tho !lrelHJ tho uox1oun Govo~nment wao toidnt:: 
in thls mu ttfll'• 1 t NlD than that •->r, .. lomtm oon1'1l·mod to 
thura thut tho ;.:oxioan GovornJJ.ont \\OUld tllko thle e.otlon, 

Mr • .Landuu rurthor lHt1u that arrangomen ts had boen 
r~ade for hb. and ;.;r. \.al(~ll•un to oull upon tho l•re"ldont of 
~.ox1oo in oruor that they L,lght. twvc an oppo1•tun1ty to ex­
press pertJon~lly und dirootly to the •:realdent their uppre­
o1ut1on oi' the aotion to\fbo tnkeu by tho l~odo~w Govornwmt, 

'l'here hu& boen, uo far, 110 o.ftiolal stato.~~ont or the 
Uexionn \loVol'lll:iOnt ,.,1tl\ t•ouu.ru to thlll aut1on othel• t.han 
brief urtiola11 ln t.ho I> ross, obviously uo:n1nc; rrorJ tho 
l.;tuiatry ol' uobernao1on. · 'i'horo hue boon no prooluroat1on 
by the'l'rooidont or no ueo1•eo aa yet 1usuotl 1 or at lenut 
publiahed, and up to t:.i3 writinE, t.i\U nilnlstry ol' J.o'ol•oign 
.liul" tiona h:.o 1.\J'purently not boon oonaul tod in tile 11a t tor 
by tho _;iniatry or "obornnoion. 

,_ 
l aru, 

neapcotrully youra • 

. 'f 
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( Orieinul und 4 oopieo to tho JJ4ijJartnnmt) 
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;~-:.-. !'orris J, \'aldmen, Ville-Gllairmun ot tho Gan~•ral~Jawish -
co~l!l'li tteo ana oJr, JtJ.oob -Lnnaau 1 m~mbor of tllt'l ;~xoouti ve Oommi ttee 
of the G•>ntral Jowi~h 0~"-Lllitt~.u aJ•rived ir. tllitl ooantl'y u few d.a:ys 
a:{O, 'i'h11 il.!llOl'1oan Jet1l.oh Oommittae la on outstam'\io,:., JQwhh organb:a­
tion to whioh tho l!!Ost prominent .rowp in t\mol'ioa belong. 

'r'he.- trip of th<H:le tvm g.entlomtJn in t•ponHol'od by t!H> •,;~:~r ilnfu-
6~9 BoDr'd 1 wnioh \~n& J•eoontly e.r.t.nt.lished by h•<!sident !looaevlllt __ 
for tho ror;ouc or .Tnwleh '~nt~ Chr!!;t!!.lrt viat.tPJs of nr;zl t:yrrany-, It 
1u ocruV(tsec: ot' '-'r, Oor<lolJ. !full, :"oorfltny <J1' · t;:,te, ·::r, l!.:Jm•y Stim• 
son 1 ''ooret,;u·~· ol' ·nr 1 <ln•t :cr. !'onry :-:o.:·,r;onthml, "o;n-r•t!tr.3' of Treaaury. 

Tho purposo of tbio tri~ in to HSO&rtnin whothar lrsa1dent 
l.!nnuol flvilo Gmneoho would ba preparod to ostsblioh n anfoty 110rt 

1 l1fw tho on•: '1<1!7 l'\lOlH•tly '1ot;ubi..i»hod in tiHl Unitocl :;'totes by 
Pr~nJidont r.,OOfiP.Velt,. ;' 

~! 
Tt ls n?t nntio1pr.ta<1 t:mt. r·.ny l'E:f'u~;oos \IC-UJ (: hJtunil.v t'utloh 

the suf'lt.y ;:ort. '.'!:~ t.aLd.;; _port would b£<, in th<• r.!ain u mor·ul 
gr.l\tura !.nd'.O!lttu,- tk· in'.i':lr{>Ht l.loxioo la t<:l:in:; on lmrnl':lnlh\t'ian 
grounds in t.b: lot o!' innocent pa:;:-rwns who a.rn holm; ruthlMHJly 
o:{tsrmiunted by om· o:,mwon enomy, 

Tho :wt'oty pol't \iOUlti mnroly Pl'O'I:!.do, tltl tlw nu:ao·-indioataa, 
a to>i•lportJry nsylum for t~n ,;llli:ctio.n or tho uur, lt io not suggested 
thot the:· vr;>uL: be allo·.-.• ~d t.o vwrt:, Ol' to rruoly novo nround the 
country. 

~hotllt\ nny l'tJfugooo r.l':r.tvn in thJ.u m•tmt.r;T, ::1·. ulr.J:;£m and i.(r, · 
tunllnu m•c r•r.cpn'lil<1 to :-:twr!tntoo on bCih~li' :~!' th;: philanthropic 
Jowish Ol\)Hiti::e~t.!ona 1:1 tho Unitt<d "t.ntor., th~1t: ,,J.l M.pcnditul·ea in­
valve•l INillti bu b1H'UO by tho:·, :m<: t.hnt tl\ot:o l'Oft!.(:rJ,'.U wH.t not bo­
oome 11 lntrdun to !iOld.or'l. 

It io ru:rthor ~w;•;nntt\c1 ~y ':r. ~ 'nl:iC·l(l_n f'J\cl '!r·. tamhm thut ll 
p1•ee1ctont.l.ol i•l·omwoinr:d out~l tet;tnblinhln.{; ;: n!.:'cty pu.;·t could ·umit 
thfl nur~h!•!' ot' Jolin t.o bo E11tn ttecl to t'1Vi: or !J1.}. hundrvt'i

1 
Ol' \'ihQt­

•lVel' tlH ·.·hh'Ol'II'•Wnt ;.lttY clotJl-1 u.:\viuabl<•• 'I'l11:oy Ol'i-l both ho:poruJ. that 
Mhioo will b•l tho !'lt•t•t :.ntin .~~1Hl'!.oan OO!Utt:ry t.o im\1o,ltc this 
hllmftnital'lan intorE•at in tho m1an1en whloh bn•ucht t::,.m hor•• 

M1•, '•ftldm&n ~:~n,; i.fr. J.unO,.f!u, before leaving the Unitod Gta.tea
1 r mil 1n.rormod by thom, wero rooalveu by l!r, Oordell Hull, who 

~Xl)raaoeil hlo lleep 1ntort3at 1n tl1elr lllloBlon and oophutioally 
expraeoad tho bopo thnt they would ouooee", 

~~ 
lfaxioo 1 D,F,, Jul_y- 25th, 1944. 

NOTN 1 This met,or&lldum was pr~pared by Mevsrn • \ialdman 
an1l Landau at r'IS' request nnd tor uy infol'l!lt;\ tioa, 
I gave u oopy intor1ually to tho i.\inistor i'or , 
Voreign Relations i'or his intornatiou, Meaers, L&lldau 
l~ (laldltton inform lAO thu. t they save u oopy ot the *· 
meu.ornndum-ln ~panfCh to tr;u-:.!1n18t"6r of GOb&r!ffio1ol1i-
Mr, Alelll&n. ·-

O.l;•lJ• 
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~ -War Refugee Soard hne bo~n 1ntormed by Joint D~st~1-

b~tUon Oom11i1 ttee ttlQ'i: President or Mex1oo baa reoantl;y 
~ . 

1esued a proclamation ate.tlng that Mexloo will furn1eh 

ta~111t1ea for admiea1~n of refugeeo from eneay oooup1ed 

Europfl tor the duration of the war~ X1ndl;y eeo~e and oable 

1t posdble toxt of pl'Oolal!lat1on for ueft by lloard ·:~on deal-
/ 

1ng lli th offer by Hungarian Govornment to POl'lll1 t sm1groat:1on 
.y-

Of l"ofugeoe fX'Om HU.J\~al'f• 

WRBzOLWaOMH S/0~ 
8/3/44 
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August 2, 19ltl~. 

NEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES: 

/ I 
On August 2, Leavitt received a call from Hyman in 

Ne\'1 York about the following ma.tter. It app~red that 
Hyman had just received a. call from Jacob Landau in 
Mexico O!.ty. Landau, as you will recall, is the editor 
of the Je\'lish Telegr~phic Agency and is currently in 
Mexico with Hr. Waldman. Hr. Landau advised Hyman that 
the President .of Hexico Oi ty has issued a public proclamation 
stating that· Mexico is prepared t~furnish havens of the 
11 free port" variety to as many Jewish refugees, particularly 
women and children, as are able to enter the country. 
According to Landau, under the proclamation these people 
\\'ill remain in 11free ports" to be returned to their homes 
after the war. In general, the offer follO\'r'S our own 
emergency refugee shelter program but it is not limited 
as to number. According to Landau the President requested 
the Minister of Interior to work out the details of this 
matter. In a conference with Landau the Minister of 
Interior stated that Mexico would not be in a position to 
finance the ca.re of the refugees and wanted to know who 
would give the necessary financial guarantee in this regard. 
Landau insisted ths.t it was extremely important for JDO 
to send either Leavitt or Hyman to Mexico City at once, 
and to discuss it.'with the War Refugee Board. Upon being 
advised of the foregoing by Leavitt I attempted to verify 
that the action in question has been taken by the Mexican 
Government through the press, but apparently none of the \ 
American news agencies yet have the story. In the afternoon 
I received a long distance telephone call to Pehle from 
Landau in Mexico Oity. Landau repeated to me the story he 
had given to Hyman. He was particularly insistent.that Leavitt 
come to Mexico at once. It was plain that he had some good 
reason for insisting on Leavitt's visit and it was also clear 
that he was not int,ttrested in any representa-tive of the War 
Refugee Board making·'-the trip. I asked !!J.m to send·us at 
once a copy of the proclamation Of the Mexican Government 
which he agreed to do by wire. Landau asked if Lea~itt 
were in the office and I put Leavitt on the phone. · Landau · 
indicated to Leavitt that he was urging Leavitt to come 
for very good reasons. Landau, during his conversation with 
me and with Leavitt, repeated the statement that he did not · 

-·-expect that any refugees would actually arrive in Mexico. 
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Follo,~ing this telephone conversa.tion I discussed 
the matter with Abrahamson and Leavitt and George Warren. 
I came to the following conclusion: · 

1. That it is extremely important from the 
point of view of the Hungarian question 
to follow up the apparent willingness 
of the Mexican Government to receive 

l refugees and to make a formal offer to 
~·do so. " 

2. In view of Landau Is insistence and in vie~T 
of my strong opinion that we can not 
ascertain the true si tua.tion by communica­
ting through Messersmith, I felt Leavitt 
should go to Mexico Oity a~ once in order 
to be able to report the exact situation. 
Both Leavitt and ''larren agreed with this 
conclusion and Warren is proceeding to 
make necessary travel and passport arrange-
ments. 

3. If the Mexican Government requires some 
sort of guarantee I think that the War 
Refugee Board should make some such guarantee 
as we have offered to make to the neutrals; 
~· that the Board will make necessary 
arrangements to finance· the ma.intenance \ 
and support of the refugees. 

Following our conversation Leavitt called Hyman to 
discuss the matter of his trip. Unfortunately, Baerwald 
was not in the office and it was considered necessary to 
take the matter up with him. I spoke briefly to Hyman 
indicating my reaSoQS for thinking it important that either 
he or Leavitt go to Mexico at once. Leavitt is returning \ 
to New York today and a decision will be reached tomorrow 
morning. In the meantime, Warren is making the necessary 
arrangements. 

ro;-... -~ 
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On Thursday Hr. Leavitt called and said that he had 
received a cable from Landau in Uexico City which gave the 
text of the ~:exican Proclamation as follm'l's: 

"The hospitality of our country toward persons of 
other nationalities who, suffering from political per­
secution in their homeland, take refuge among us, is 
traditionaJ. Therefore, follo\'Ting this tradition, the 
l.fexican government will provide facilities for the 
establishment of a colony of political refugees of 
Israelite origin. The colony will be esta.blished in 
a zone to be determined, and will -last only \'l'hile a 
state o!' \'l'ar continues \'l'hich prevents the refugees 
from living in their place of residenqe, to \'lhich they 
will have to return once the \'lar circumstances or per­
secution by totalitanan regimes has ceased• 

"It is understood that the group to be formed will 
be made up in a large part by persecuted women and 
children. They themselves, or relief organizations, 
will provide their maintenance, not the government of 
Mexico, which will only grant them for a certain period 
the possibility of living under protection guaranteed 
by our laws." 

Leavitt stated that Landau had also urged that the War Refugee \ 
Board or some official of this government send a congratula-
tory message to the r•lexican government at once. I told 
Leavitt that we could not do so until we had received the 
official text from r·lexico and Leavitt agreed. I then asked 
Warren to send a cable to Messerschmidt asking him to cable 
us the proclamation. On Thursday and Friday I received 
several ca.lls from M~J.el Levin of the Je\'rish Telegraphic \ 
Agency asking us to send a messageof.congratulations to 
the l~exican government. I explained to her that we were 
awaiting a copy of the proclamation from our Embassy in 
Mexico City. 

I 
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dn ~ Leavitt called to state that he \~as 
leaving for Mexico City that night. He \otanted to know 
,.,hat further thoughts I had about the matter and whether 
the l~ar Refugee Board \'lould give a financial guarante.e. 
I repeated to him that in my judgment \'le should first . 
find out \'lhat all this involved. I indicated that, after 
reading the proclamatio~ the possibility occurred to me 
that perhaps it would not be necessary to give any finan­
cial guarantee at ~his time, and that the only time the 
question might arise would be when refuge~ were ready 
to go to Mexico. I sta.ted, however,. that in his judgment 
after surveying the situation he felt tha some guarantee 
is.necessary the Board would give consideration to making 
some sucn general guarantee as we have given to the neutrals. 
I indica.ted to Leavitt that '\>Te \Wuld \'lant to study the situ­
ation carefully since a guarantee in this ca.se might involve 
a bad precedent. Leavitt seemed to agree with my vie\'ls. 

I 
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®iterseas ~efus J\genc~, ~1tc. \' 
101 PARK AVENUE 

Ml'. Lesser 
War RefUgee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington, n..c. 

,;: 
Dear Mr. Lesser: 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3·29D7 

June 22 1 1944 

Following is the text of the telegram which I 
read to you over the telephone, 

JL:F 

/ 

11Aleman (Mexican Minister of Interior) collabora­
ting for free ports following Presidential approval 
and working out concrete scheme for end of this week, 11 

Sincerely yours, 

/' 

COB LANDAU 
anaging Director 
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'fili9 Frillaaay receiY&d in du,, Co•lJ'M Ultl Dep.wtmant ,., cil.·­

eu1I\r a:trux·sm Of Febi''U&l"Y ,29:)- 7t30 ·p<~n ,_, in~t,riJ.o{;.ln~ m~ to ~loie 
!'tth i:ho a.p;Jropritlto o,t:nc:la.l.ll oi'_ too Ful'iMg Ofr'h;o thn pot'lni-
·;;i lit.y of Metioo •a co1l:s.bors..ting- nith t.hfi Wa:l'_ !~~)1\l(~t.'!•> i.~otlt:U 

t.hrunr,h t.ho iSGUD.Il~lCg by. the ~&Xic~n QC\'"Ul'll!f!tl!i't Of -~ d$cl,·ll1J:)tion 
;,f tooii,JY ~im\ 1.!ll.' to 1-hr~~ u:ado by the PlllBid<Ont. ·~-f l'.h'l l~1itmd 
Stc<t>:J ax"1d b:v the iasu1.ncs h;! th~ For~>ign Oi'Jic.;; vf :lnnl.>·u(.tlona 
.... , ~.t.~ :;··;?·l·::;Gth1tn.ti<J·!~~~ Jn othnr coUntries c.otapnx.;blr) to tll.::t in-

'·. {\ ... i :·,_·, :-! · .. ;r; -~ '}: ita·~ j~-, -~~~k r;,;p.Jr L~r;nt I G t.slo r~-:o~. .-.._,_, -lth\\).[i f'J . 2 5 } 

·.! \ 

-1:'n OJ fi;;··· '.\ ;·•",;,_!, .. :!(~'. :')~!)! ~-~·- ';iiJ,rh :_.• . ., :-j•.:, l ;; t.J'.·l'l' 

'.-: ,.;:~:~"~:;:;. P~~.:; L~~ i'::i.t~;'·;i· ~: ~~;o:~:,~!at''~;;:·~:::i';.,:,~:;::~; 
::· f·\"(~,'3-bL-·-~t. n·.c;-;i"v:Jt r!·f~-=l~n ·oat .fol.~t.h to th~ Ft.')l'1Lt&11 Ol.'.tJ.t.'a~ V.21 

h;\,,1 hnd. th1 ..:\u't~hnl~ t'!l!\cti·~n of en official char~otur ir::-:n· th:;J 
~-!'.'>:5.'.-.~"l tf:.n':n n:iit)~lt bayor.d {'.h.!). t -~1 rondy ~ot forth .ln t!\y d(1sp.n tch 
:ic. t•::> Jl'.i~ v.f }'sbrus>~ l8, 19Lt4 

J:,, a-,,'J ro:v::>ntimo, +Acs :'.:nbasay hns recui ved th9. j)epart­
<c·n~' r. -~··:Jfid<mtial. ci:rmtl"l' nirgram of April 15, 7 p.Ui,, -
F-i,nring-furthe;:--to H.IS ch·nular .?-~rGrE\!11 of January 26,-? p,H'_ 
"''i to Fuhaoqueat commLinica.tlons, and informi.ng_thio E:nbassy 
l.hnt. ch9 n~r?.rtinent hne no>l authari:led tha cona\llar-oJ:fi,>ern :.n 
~'1<i t~arhml to, issue up t.o 4000 quota irainigration vlsaa t,) nl.t'u­
,~-<-) r:.h.\.J.::h~Dn up t-o 16 years of sge wtthout l'8GRN -to r~J.lgion-' 
''''-tl0n-"1H~- or sts:telonn status, Tho Dapnrtment stat,"'' that th'7> 
!5\trp,;a~ of lhis n.utho~i.!iation is to faoilitato ·t.he ~~~o~J'" {,.:; · 

Swlt;:::n•lnnd of orphGned or abandoned cllildratL b)' giv.l.ng nosul'-· 
-aucsa t.:> tho· &'rise Qoverm'llent that these ohildl'Cn will not r"·· 
m'1in in :O'!Iihorland after the ter;Jinntion of baetilltios in Europen 
Tlfo :C~p!lrtaant instruots ll9 to approach t,hF.J llpproprii!.te ofi'ioinl!J 
of the !~exioan Oovamllieut in order to inform that government of 
our actlon as set forth in_ our airgr!\lll \Uldor referonoe, and to 
l'equest the lla:ll:ioan Oovernroent to p,ive asourance to ths Swias oo·~·· 
ernment of ito aocaptanoe up to a fixed number of t•efugae ohild·, 
:r-Ju i.n a I.'IRnner silllil.al' to -that of our ol'fll govol'lllllant, 

!n this Embassy 1& airgralll ilo" A-131,8, o£ April 261 ll n,mo, 
I ~nforuad th<l Dopartment that, althouglt the attitude of the 
Mexioan On<ernmant wlth rospect to the rnception ot refugeu hao 
been fairly liberal, 1t iL.IIlY opinion t.hnt the Uaxiosn Oovomment 
i~ not part.icularl;y int~1·e~d in re_coivine any coneiderabltJ num-· 
l>er of reftigooa from Europe either _during or after tho >?ar, r 
stated that I had gathered the i!llpreesion thrimgh confidential 
convonntiono frol!l time to tma with htgh officlals of tho Mexi­
can Oovermn&ut when I hr.ve dioc1·aatly oxplorad this situation, 

. ~;· .... 
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that thill is the ai:·~:\tuu11 r,f t.ht MoJ;ti-~t\11 Govel·run~nt I thntli'-­
fcr~ s~tv<\ '.n mY ai.ri.Jl'llltl tM t the;- pml:>l.~bU.i t.tl'o "'lJlV thut tlw 
Ma~;!,cnn C'\WOl'l~'t~ni; llt>Uld r.ot b!, lrc.lline i;o Qoawit itenh'o J: :;~_r;:(. 
st:.lt-ott ·t.h:~t· ~'rJ o!-ds~ 1:o tl~CU!'Q H:~:rtlti.utl like t~- fi\Vt'l·n.bJ.e ;.~ec·cp-... 
tien, it '<'vuJ,d l:~ nuco:;sn·y to rr!l!'Clre thc.l;~'olllld Wr(,f\tl:i.;r J.n 
1.-h;.~ ML~J..ice.r1 Gc·H.)lT!l!!ent. und SJ~tCilJ ·(ha h.:l.ghast. o.fJi ci illn. rnHi th1lt 
I vt•~ i:l:'.king the 11ppr0priute etor~ t.o this <l'nd_ 

J: RJ,' :mre :!. t iG not n~>ne~em'rv for m~ to inform the Depart­
ment of "'.Y deep int.a:o-nst in Nils 1-et'ugee probJ.emo The Dapal•tJUGnt 
_is_.awcu~o t:!l!.C· !:h~ c~rc~ll:la·i!!r!OeJ of r:-:y earvic-n,. both in .the "fi~ld 
anc~ ~ -tl·.a t(~i}.\.~l"t~:tent of Etn-~.c. h@.Vt.- brough·b. rn·e in cloun c.c·nt~c·::. 
tr.Lth i.:llia ~)!i.'hl<.n;. 1110 ft\ ~l b~£:!~;-. ls U1:1tU"u :that fnu.1 UlL'} Vl'!l'Y l:c~-
gillhi.n~ oi t-he r;~.Hi ~~;t:;ir.r: ••her~ tha J).Sl"'~SJ:~atior~ of Jelre ~n~1. 
otht'rn 1.'at;~r, tm ~t~.ch ~~. · v~~.::- c\.::ri.lii-.-' I took o. vrJry detei-tr:.ined atand 
m.-~.h r.ettn:rd .to B 1.~c:h clb;cl:} ild..IHlt~~.r::·riu nt.!.d I~t·seoutiona and ·tVJ.v8 
oonst~1•tly lll rv offic!!IJ. capacit;,-, .;lon'l' ovcryt.hing X ,o.)tlld 1;o 
furt.har tl1E· Pt<"l•S taken ty o~·.1· govornment and oth?r f.'OVommantD 
to slleviato the aituntion in llni~h a() n-.'l.ny- unfortunates fow1d 
themsolvau. ~he i:'>:;•ld.'~ent. ~rtlJ Pi>r~·eo:Utl;e ·tlll!l'eforo thnt ~ 
vi.'·:;- tllli in1 T.-i.a'"::_ vu c•f tho !':r •.<sid•Jnt, t\O "Xl"l'eeRed ·in hi" exaou·· 
ti vo. O)'c\e~- aot+,ing. up ths ¥it•1· F.•.H\lgao · iJollrtt \<:l.th_ oo.nplotc Uridor-· 
atandi•·~ nmt :>yl';l··•·t.h;r, «nd t-h& t I ni11h in t;;r •)ffiol~l ruvJ. 1'~t·llonal. 
c:apno~ ty: to ho fill h.,Jp.fu.l tn ntWr.)'".inr: Htrt.innh {;lu• bbjod-i VnA t,£ 
t)w ilt•<-i.l. 1111<1 uf II\•~· t~O'illl'I'H~llt _1\11 N\y be j>OIJilible> .• 

1'.P ·wt "tl h11vo l'flfJO -~\r·}lt\L~ent. t_o- t.ho Dl'l .. ~rrtmt>t!t 1 holi'!J'lott-xt, 
1'1·,,., n.· <l!\ut<lt·h~ II" l•;,'7Ul, o£ h•brnll.t')' ll; t'ld J.(.,C,H, 0! 
Fehnwry )Jl, ouly '•vJ.;t :u ~: i.oJ<i !!nllnl>tll'O'ti.t•ll <>:>n L·? e 1~)-'Jd . .t•tl. il'llm 
tht> l\i?.Xit'i'>.ll 00\"Gl'Ot;tt!Jlt. jll t~ll' 1'0£Ugoe )JH•hl(llf [),,(:1\UH' of "\Y 
denp intero .. t in th11 re;_ugvf:l ;:r-obl('IJ) iu t;<Juoral, 1 hnv& not .f!lll{!U, 
dm·J.ug t.he nwru tlmu t-tro ye~l'll thut :r hnve b<Jen ln HoY.ioo

1 
to 

otlltly ';he !JOI.'Bibi)J.ti.os of !lo:rJ.oo •s rooej.ving refullaas f1•ow Eul"o!r.l 
during aud after the '111\l', I hnve boon in olrnle tounh ru~t only 
with OUl' of!icl.al, but ldth our Pl"ivato or~::nnl.zntiono in the 
UnHe•l St-atos \1l•ich <~l'O onueavo:rin(i to nid ral\l((oee. I have bo~:n 
in oloea touch with the proble!ll of endonvol'lng to find p).aoee 
whore such re!u89es ma;r go and to this ertd I have not failed 
during thE- past t1'1> :~~nrs to toxplore thi!J situation in ll&xioo 
an<l I have ragrotful~_had to Otllle to thtl oonoluaion tl1at !la:d.co 
ill not Ukt•ly i:.o offil?''tncili ti. e~< · o! refuge for l>.lry coneiderablo 
nUilbor of !'efugeou during or after the _war, 

llildno hav a Plirly honwgouaous populati()n and up t:o the 
Jll'(Jllltllt tino l;hol't> l1au bOF•H no 9vitlanoa of rao:ial disorihinationo 
The !lux:l.(;l>l• Goverrucsnt t,M in::Jio:mtod oonsiotently that it do!liras 

\ 
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tiii.l' ,;:).t,uatton m- <.'lmtin\ie.. Although it_ has l!Uiint.ained a rather 
lii.Hn;al attitude w,tth l't>fliXJot, t.o cat•tain typaa of refut:aes, it _ 
liM been l'&oeptiv<l 1'\')ra pr.rticnlarly to rei\~gaee of Spnn.teh ox'i·· 
gin., 'l'he Departcr.ent: ll!_ aliP-l'O that _fl'\)il!. the ooginningo oi' t.he 
S_r:l.'miah Ci v:\1 War_; ~.h:c: co opsned her doors Vel'Y' l'l'eely to refugees 
from Spain of e.l.1. types oi political opinion .. Sho receivod refu'­
&Mtl of tho rixtrmun Riuht t\lld of the extrsJU'1 Ls f't,_. fl!e l'ec9i ved 
theoo refuge(ls jn ~n·~- coJ1oidot'llhle numbQl' nn,:J pl;~oed practically 
no limi t~ti0r. u;:on tJ•osfl endeavol':l.ng to enter Maxtco., She re­
cEived pl'aotica)J.y/flll Tiho desirod to mtor Mexlco and llho could 
find !'aoU.i. ttas fo~ l'3avin,; SpRin or who could Mcm·e shipping 
e.cco·:unodationo ,-

'llex:lco nleo l'aoe.\ved a oa1•tain UUlllber of. refugees fl~om 
oth9r oountri.oe rJCEtU'Opo, inoluding many Jawi:, and she. !!l!lda no 
d~acrimtnatlon ~lth :rospoct to racil or :rali.gion IH1•1nf; the roflt--
::;o.)O she roc~ived f:ro;u other coll!ltl•iell !~eltl.oo, however, did 
J::O:ux·ciso _the &!tum maasm'e of p1·udonoe exoroiaed by u\'1· i1i tho io­
aui>.nce of vieae to refugee a Md l!dmi tted onl3• thooo physionlly 
fit and 1tho had no Cl'iminal or other- \Ulfnvornble record. 'i'h.) 
nlllllbor of rofugaoe from cow1trles other -',<han Sp<l.in, honuver, was 
kept ul thin the very definite limUs that they !let by tho iBBl\­
/J.lloa of v:i.sae of lloxioan eonsula:r-and di plo<Datto of£ioial3, 

The "hole record in reoent years hns eholtll that I.!Gldco 
was more particularly interested in receiving roi\lgeeo from 
Spain than !'ro;n othor oountrioe of Europe. 

Uora reoontly1 the raetrlotione on Mexioa~n diplomatic and 
at'nsular ofl'ioere have -bean 110 stl'iot with respaot to the iasu­
auce of visas tllat she hae been receiving practically no·rai'ugeea 
f1·om any other country of EUrope, The reason for this ohange of 
polloy,. even l'fi th respect to Spain, has been· that the experience 
oi' the Yexicll!l Government wi.th a not inconsidorablo part of these 
refugees bas notbeen too satia!actory, So far aa the Spanish 
refugees are ooncernod, they haw 'in many r-espects llho1111 the&­
eelvee _i!loro adaptable to conditione in thie country and have in 
:r.any wnya boon able to incorporate themselves into the life ot 
tho oonntr;;. Yany of tlle~;refugees have been able to inoorpor­
a~ thell!salves into the W'iD'teas, profeasional, and working 
class of the country, Others, however, have aaade veey little 
e!fort. to incorporate themselves into the .life of the country-
and have carried on political diaouallion and pOlem1o within tlle 
country llhloh from tillle to ti•e has becolll6 a l!OUl'O' ci{\·embarrus­
raent and ewn concern to the Mexican Oovent~~~~Jnto Il1'-'ii.'n111Wer ••t 
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ouu .arioua P'0\1pll ot Spanlab n1\lafta haw broueht a good deal 
of ~nre OD the Kexloen Oofti'DIIInt., to the point. or ellbii'I'Ue­
mant. 

11ntort~~Mtel.71 aoM or the~tllpet tra. other oountl'iet 
ot Qlrope than Spa1A haw not, throuah their aoncluot, tawrabl7 
in!luenoed the att1tud4i or tbl Vnloen publia and the !leld.oan 
Oover'llllent toarda nf'u&eoa in pneral. A good .-ny ot the ratu­
geaa Ira. oount.r111 other tbiiJl Spain aaaa with .fal.r 1110unt1 ot 
110ney and th-, baw, 1n a M&llll'e, instead or at.art.ing new in• 
dultrlea or '.-w bueioe ... a, aoqllirecl an interaat 1n or control 
or buainenet already eatabl1•1d 1n Kexloo ln4 1n Jllldoan in- . 
du\17. I will renrt to thlt a little later, blat. there 11 no doubt 
that the at.t.it\lde or ao• ot the n11lgaet in Kealco baa untaTor­
abl.7 1ntluenoed the liaiaaa PQblla IIU1 t.hia 111 nn.oted in t.bl 
llenoen OoYil'IIMilt. · 

'!he Depanum 11 all&l'e tba t tbe llexloan Qo1'e:ruent hal 
bean earoialna a Yll'T atriot oont.rolin general owr the adlll.e­
aioo ot lllent, eepaoial.l,r it t11e7 o~ to wart. '!he Deparbltnt. 
ia aware that hlerioan oit1 .. na ent.er1ng llexl.oo tor the IJUl'liOIHI 
or ecpgina 1n 1n7 galntul oooupat.ioo, Whether :lt be proteaaional, 
but1ne111 or otberwiM, J~U~t H011Z'e tpeol&l aut.hori .. t.ion, and 
that. t.hil 11 granted with dift1oult.y. lD .taot, the attitude or 
t.b4l Wtx\G&D Oonl'llllellt. 1n t.hia re~peot i.e tar rro. liberal and 
t.hla appliea to alieni of 1n7 nat.1onalltr and wl.thout. reapaot to 
raoe, reUaion, or poUtl.oal op:lnion. 

\'11th apeoUlo re.tarenoe to Jnilh iaaicr&t.ion, it •Y be 
1&14 tbat. there 11 at J*'NIIlt no diiOl'llllnat~ apinn Jen 1n 
Uexloo, althouala tbere-ia a fair n\lllbar 111 tbe oapital and in . 
other induatrial ocatan. '!'be .r... 1lbo ba,.. COM to Jllxloo in 
the l.aet 20 yan baw eapp4 at.oat enUn}T 1n buineu and 
ba1'1 J"UU:lDaccin tbl \U'tiiD oantan. BoM of tMa baw beoc.e 
1'11'7 .... ltb7 11114 a r .. ot tb• 1'11'7 pnai'M. &.. ot theM 
ba1'1 not UM4 aitlall' tbelr wealth ol' tblil' poww With cc:aplllte 
undmttan411la. I\ •7 be laid, bownv, tbl.t up to t.hia tiM 
there 11 no dl1~t10D apl.nat .Jan an4 it baa bela -r obter­
n.tion that the~~ ~t. doea afti'7Ud.DI1D 1u power 
to aw14 ~ nab pro1111a anllq. 117 OIID olltenattoa would lead 
• to tbl oplDlOil tba\ till Jewa 1D 11a1oo, •o are tor tha •* 
~ 1D ocat.table ~~~ are DOt. p&l'\lnlar}T II:Ald.OU 
t.ut theft lllwlA be aa7 ooa~Uen* JnJ.IIl 1-...u .. aooep\­
td b7 tbe IIN:I.OM acm~t., tor 1M7 r.- tut it Wlll4 ~ to 
lA 11Dtattrt1dl "\1\Ut MaNa .-. Sa .. ll"d ~.., ill tall 
oo.v,. 
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t 1\an p;nn the Departstnt tbla background aa 1t le nto"­

sary I belle..-. to au undorat.t.OOipg o! the at.t.i tude or tb~ 
Jte).'\.OID QoTtraunt.. In addi t.1.on to thle, the Maxi oM QoTOnuaent 
doel not belien that 1t 11 in net<l or any oona1de:rablo 1-'-ar•· 
tion. 'fbe 00\lllWf h .. a populat.Lon or 20,000,0001 ot wlltob tbe 
onl'1fhel.lli.Ds a\Ulbtr ll n on a ney low atardard. The pr11Dil'1 
purpOG8 or the !Sfxi.Oilll (]oVBJ'nlllll\ t 18 to is prove and doTelO{l 1D­
J.UDt17 11nd to increase at:ricultural \-'l'O<luoti.on. It b&Uevea thllt 
to dci th1e Lt. hce adaquato popul.atica and t.hat ita 11rat obliK&­
tl.on io to ondenor to prorlde a hlgber I\IJ!dard (If Uvlng and · 
110ro 11dequato .,emplo:tMOt for ite present 1ndlgcnoue po1rulat.ion. 
'l'he att1h(le ~'o-nrde the l'Qoept.ton ot poreona oepeo1allr quali­
i'!.cd tor technical opere\! 011 1e llkol;y to btl libcorellaed, for 
auch porr:we Wl.ll be r.-eded in tM indulltrl.al nnd agr1,oultural 
denlop~lllllt of t.h<!l country. 

I have hoeitatAd to taka up ld.th tho ~01111 Qonl'rll!lent 
41.reotl1, ~oli', tho nepartaant'e oont1dent1al olroulnr at~ 
ot Aprll 15 with ragazd to tbe arantiDg of -rleu b;y11oxtOM d! .P­
loc:.atio and ooneul.llr ofl1core 1n SwHserland to re£usn• ahUdrltl 
t:eclluao I fo&l' that tho a.uner 1lill. be neaat.1ve 1f the epproaah 
111 M~.o in t.hl.a 11117 at. thie t.Uit!. I Wnk there J.e a pomd bil-
1t,v tt-.at. eo tar ns refll«ee chil.<irtn are ooncemad undor 16 )'flal't 
of a~e, it taay be poae1ble to set e~ deare• or reoept1Vit.;y b)' 
the llBXican Qovernment, altholll#l there are no oTglllhl\tion• or 

'f any !d.1ul ln !lexl.oo 'tllliob wo\114 'be prepared to und•r~ the d1e­
tl"1.but1ou alld tbe O&l'e ot Ule18 ohl.l4ren within the oount.ey. · or­
aan1aat1ona auch 111 'A han ill tbl UD1ted 3t.atee and in 80M 
other countr1111 W11oh ~ handle a }Cobla of t.hie lcl.lld 4r> not 
exi.t. h<tre. 'fbo tieoal probleu 'llhlcb the llexi~ Qovernaent. 
lll.reocly h4a to hc;e and 11hioh it will 1noi'Ue1J11~ hue to taoe 
through tho docroan 1n reven~a~. whioh 1e oeri&in to oate with the 
end or ~"' war will ~ it ~lttotant. to aooe~ at17 ~tngMt. 

Hnortbtlell, la ordn to e~re thil aat\lr before .alc-
1nr. Mi1 intomal approach, r had ., intor.al an4 cont1dtnt1.al 
aud ott:-the-reaorcl OODYIZ'MUOD with the Ulniewr ot Foreii!Jl R..­
latl.ons, Dr. Padi.U. a taw~ aao. In th1e CMYei'A\iOil I 
ratted the >tUIIUm of the ?rllide.'lto 1a eaoutiw Ol'ISer aad the 
l'onta\S.Oil of tbo i1U'. netqM Board, All4 tM hope of oar F'Nm­
Mnt for the oollabota\lat of other GQftrualt. lD thl• Urport.­
ant haani\&rllll 'IIOI'k. 'l'be Xlnbkr 1....U.k1T referred to rq 
.-oreodua lo. 2461, of 'llaroh 24 (OOPJ' eaoloM4) 'llb\ob be alA 
M tl&4 gi'ftll oareflll 001l811le ... \\at ll1d ba4 dlMUM4 witb the 
PnaLdeDt. !be 11loia\lr •14 \ba\ I .... nan ot the bi&b h...U• 
tar1an aot.s.na end aotuaUOG ot \be J'n.U.\ ot llaloo. ,... 
Pna\deat. 1114 ibe Oow.-\ ot llal.oo and be wn aware ot tht 
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hip hliDIIIlitarian 110Uvea and aot\lltion or President Roosewlt 
and of our govel'mlent.. Re na BUre that from U10 many oonveraa­
t.iona whioh I had had with hill on ailllilar m.a.t.tera, I had no 
doubt conoeming hie own underetanding of th118o. refugee problema 
and of hie 01IIl deaire to help as tar as poeeible. He aaid that 
our llbOrandu:a, however, had ral.sed a very real proble11 for the 
Vexl.oan Goftl'lllllent and he had not iailed to diaouas the 11111tter 
tully with the Preeident. He aaid that the MeXioan Qonrnment, 
while it hoped to m&intain ita traditional polioy ot reoepthity 
to imaigranta and to th0ee eubjeot to political preoccupation 
and to rerugeea in general, was not in a position for the preeent 
to receive\an;r further Nfugeea. Re called attention to the 
large nUilber or Spanish refugees they had reoeiTed during the 
Spanish Civil War and the probleu W1ioh bad been rabed through 
the preaenoe or 10111 of thole refugees in Uexioo who, because of 
their raoial. attinit;y, ebould be e&~U;y aaeillilated. He oaUed 
attention to tl1e cooeiderable nWiber of retugeu fro• other ooun­
triea of Europe who ho.d entered lroxico and ho aaid that tor the 
preMnt the l!exl.can aovemaent would not be in a position to mab 
euoh a declaration aa it had been in'Vited to 111111«1, nor owlli it 
gin &liT asiiUl'anoee tbat it wae a poaitioo to receive any 

· t.ai&rantl .for the present or !or the ~atel;y i'orueeable 
future. He indicated that any requeat for admelion br an7 
epeoifio group of ratugMa h'oa &111 country would have to be 
retuM<l as tbe llexioan GoYernraent ne not in a poeition, for· 
reasons which -.;r preMnoe in tbe· count17 ~at haw a&de olee.r 
to •, to receive an;y tor the preaent. !he Klnieter said that 
he \Tlehlld to Jllalce it olear that they were not oloeing their doors, 
but that the Kexl.oan Gonrnaent ~auet adhere !or the pre1ent to 
ita pol107 o! reoei'Yins onJ.T a very liaited nllllber of r-ople 
and thcl8 al.n~ on the baeia or epecUio inetruoticno ieeued to 
their dipJ.o.atio and coneular officers etationed abroad.·· 

I oould eee that t.be Jllnieter was nry anxious t.o col­
laborate with ue but that he waa unable to sa;r that hit _govern­
Milt oo\llcl !or the pr .. ent do eo. I could HI that he na 
repoettul beoauee in ner;r ll&tter en 11bioh w hen approached 
hill tor collaboraUoc ill the inter-A..rioan and ill the wider 
world pictur-e, t.be Gonl'llMnt of llexl.oo bae been oollaboratin 
to an unusUal deP'!I• It 1111 quite olear, howanr, that eo far 
u retupee are con'Mrnecl, the llexioan Oonm.ent 11 not 1n a 
poaitioc to collaborate for the preeiDt and !or thia reuon I 
do not belirn that it would be adTieable for tbe war 'Refii&M, 
Board or tor us in AnT 1117 to urp lll7 MIIID'II on tlw llai­
oan Oonn.ent. I cSo not believe that any hOb e!!oril CG our 
part 01" or the . War 'Ret'Upe Board would ban lll7 ue.tulne11 an4 
r fMio that the7 ai&bt. han an unra..,:rable etteot. 

\ 
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So tar aa the qu .. t1on raised in the Department 111 confi­
dential oil'oul.ar &irarsm of Airil 15 ia oooca:rned, aft'aotina 
children under 16 J8&ra of age, J: han ll&d.e no 1'orul. approach 
to the Jleld.oan Oonmaen~ on thia ut.~er aa I aa confidant fro• 
rq knowledge ol the ait.ua\ion hera 111d troll tbe raurka ot the 
Minister of loreian Relatione and 1J'Oil the obaenat1ona of the 
other o1'1'ictrs ot the Kiniatr;y, that tlla &Dnar would be nega­
t.i'Ye. I ~. hO'ftftl'1 endenor in in tonal oonverntiona with 
the lll.n1at:er, to puruue thh qt .. uon ot the objaot.i Tel ot the 
Retugee Board turtblr and at rq firat opporiuni t.y I llhall raise 
tbia queatJ.on ot retugee children. 

I han wr1t~n t.hia long report on thia utter to the· De­
part..ent a11 I bellen tlle •toter i.e ot auflioient i~rtance to 
warrant thia tull baokpound IJid I haft Will tad 1 t. to be clear that 
11' there ia no reapoaM eo tar aa llexl.oo 1e .ooacemed, to the 
actiYit.i .. ot the \Tar Rltupe ~rd, it ill not bacau111 thia X. 
ba .. T bat not foreMen the prob• Jhtoh hu arleen and With 
which the Board Wilb .. to deal,· !Or diXI'illg the paat. ·taw ~are, I 
ban end•TOrecl :Ln auoh DJ8 aa I prcperl,y and diacretUT could, 
to denlop a ra~rable atU.t.tde tOW&l'IS the noept.ioa ot refuet .. • 

J!eapeo\tullT 101U'I1 

Q, !1. Va111!er11mlth 

to the Depal'tlllat. iD OriciD&l all4 4 copiel. 

BnolofUl'el . 
CoP7 ot ~-No. 2461 of Karch 

24, 1944. 
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It wlll be reoaUed that on Febl'Ual7 U, there waa lett 
w.Ltb the Of,fuial llayur ot tlu Uinist.ey a perso:~al li!Cmorandlila 
respecting 'the eetabUiblent, on Jan\IIU7 22, 1944, by an execu­
tive order of the President of the United Statea, o£ a ao-oalled 
lfar Ro:Cugoo Boal'i to take imllllldia te aoti<:ln tor the reecuo and 
rolie.r o! tho Jew• ot ~P' 11!1d other viotiu ot ~r~ta:r per .. ou­
tion. 

Tho eetabllahunt ot this board reproaente the detor:dua­
t.ion of the Oovenwent of U!e 11nited Statea e.t.feotive]¥ to carey 
out wl thout del!l:r tht pollo7 to take aU possible measures for 
tho speedy reaoue and relief or tho retugeu in Europo. It ie 
falt certain that thl1 et.rort Will not be unilat.Gral, ond it ia 
doeired to Jll!l.!d olot.r that it nont:!.nuea to be tbe polio:r ot the 
Oovanlllent oi' Ute Unl.te<l States to enoourage aD:\ participate in 
oi'tectivs ooopt>rat.;.ve ei'tol·t. with other govem.ente, 'fhe board, 
ot courH1 will cooperate With aU interasted international organisn­
tiona. 

nhlle ol.ar11)1ng the poa1t.ion o.r the OoVIl'IIMftt ot tbe 
11n1.ted States With reapeo\ to this entire problea, it is dtaired 
at tile lllDI tae ·to expr111 thl hope !or oooperat.ive aotion upon 
the pert ot tho Qoyerlllltllt of Jrexl.co. It ill thought. that tbe ao­
tim t.!lkGn by tho Qove:rllWilt ot the United statee could be halp­
full,y 1apleMnted th:rouah the iemance b7 the Oo't'tmMilt of Jlexl.­
oo ot a deolaraUon ot policy liailar to that ucle b;y the Preli-
clent ot the United statea. · 

Yexiao, D.F., Jtaroh~~ 1944. 

·,{;:.<' 
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· Polish Refugees in l'llexico­
~nta Rosa Colony at Leon, 
· Guanajuato. (Status of 
project as disclosed by files 
of Visa Division, State 
Department.) 

\ 
February 16, 1944 

,. 
1. The earliest 1~ocwu.ent in this file is a telegram dated 

March 24, 194.3 from Messersmit.~ in !lexica City to Lehman which 
stated t.~at at Messersmit.~•s suggestion t.~e British and Polish 
Ministers met with the Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs on March 
23. The telegram refers to a previous letter from Lehman. It is 
stated t.~at no refugees will arrive in Mexico before the middle of 
June. All agreed that if the camp could start with 500 it would be 
helpful. 

2. On April 7, Hull telegraphed the American Consul, Bombay 
(paraphrase of telegram 150, April 7, attached hereto), referrin6 
to an agreement between the Mexic~n and Polish Gove1~ents, con­
cluued in 1942, by which the Mexican Government agrees to permit 
the entry of a large number of Polish refugees from the Middle East 
and India. The British Government initiated ~1e proJect and the 
United States has agreed to provide funds for ~le transportation 
and maintenance of refugees after their arrival in Mexico. A com­
mittee in Mexico is endeavoring to arrange for the reception and 
housil\3 of approximately 5,000. The first group probably will come 
from Bomb~ by Naval transport. Hull re~uested tho American Consul 
to indicate whether certain' medical requirements could be completed 
in India before the refugees sail, and the Consul was asked to report 
personal data concerning each refugee. 

3. On September 28, Travers wrote a letter to Joseph MacieJewski 
(copy of letter is attached hereto). Apparently KacieJewski had sug­
gested bringilli$ some of the refugees fro1n Mexico to the United States. 
The Department felt that this would be unwise. 

4. On November 5, O'llon~h\\e, Second Secretary of the Dnbassy, 
Mexico City, transmitted to the Department a copy of a note,dated 
November .3, from Dr. Wladislav NeUillalUl, Polish Minister to Mexico, 
setting forth his views concerning t.~e refugees at Leon. Dr. Nelllllann 
proposed that higher wages be paid to the re£ugees. (Copies of this 
correspondence are a:t.taohed hereto.) 

--, 
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~t 5, On November 9, 0 1Donoghue transmitted to the Depart~ent a 
copy of an article from 11El Popular" dated November 6 which reported 
that the refugees in tho Leon camp have subjected the Polish Jews in 
tho cwnp {about 30 in all) to insults, assaults, etc., and that the 
Polish Minister has done nothing about it. O'Donoghue stated that, 
in his opinion, the anti-Semitic feeling may have been aroused be­
cause the first group of refugees included 12 JeT/s who joined the 
group sole~ for the purpose of going to Mexico with a view to enter­
ing t.'le United Sj:.ates. Thio group has ample means to support them-. 
selves and they\have been trying to obtain separate quarters, ' 

6. On November 30, O'Donoghue transmitted to the Department 
a copy of a letter dated November 30 from Eric P. Kelly, representa­
tive in Mexico of t.'le Office of Foreign Relief, to Murray Latimer, 
the Acting Director, J.!r, Kelly suggested that a trained psyehologist 
or psychiatrist visit the camp at various intervals to study the con­
ditions of the refugees. SUch a study would be helpful in post-war 
rehabilitation work, (Copios of correppondence attached hereto.) 

7, On December 8, o•Donoghue sent a copy of the School Budget 
of the Santa Rosa Coloey at Leon. This called .for an expenditure 
of 83,500 pesos for the months of November, December, .and Jammry. 
It was noted that ~he school has 700 to 1,000 children in t.'le primary 

, and grammar schooln. 

8. The file contains a note that a letter from Herbert H. 
Lehman to Hull, dated December 28, 1943, concerning. the Mexican­
,Polish agreement for the reception of refugees in Mexico, is on. file 
at UNRRA. 

9. On January 12, 1944, Mr. Ribble of t."le Department conferred· 
with Charles Rozmarek, President of the Polish National Alliance of 
u.s. of N. A., concerning a proposal to bring·lQ0-150 Polish boys 
from Mexico for training in the Alliance's trade schools in the United 
States. SUch training would equip the boys for the job of rebuilding 
Poland after the War. JAr, Rozmarek was to confil'lll the conversation 
by letter. The file does not disclose whether such confil'lllation has 
been received. (Copy of memorandum of conversation attached hereto.) 

'"""' 

· Attachments. 
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l.IE~:O"lArDU?.! 0"' CC'NV>~SATIC.l1 

Januat•y 12, 19,14 

I talked ;:ith Mr. Charles Hozmarek, -P1•esident of 

Folish National Alliance of u.s. of N.A, with offices 

at 1514-20 West Division Street, Chicago. 

'!he Polish Nat-ional Alliance has school facilities 
v 

in the United States chiefly of u trade school variety, 

v1hich are not bein:; used b;- reason of the fact that 

larr;e numbers of its student body have entered the ArmRd 

Forces, '!he Polish Ne>.tional Alliance is intereste'd in 

brinr;in~ from !.lexica 100-150 Polish boys for training 

with the idea that e.fter this training they may be 

returned to 'Poland well-equipped to help in the N>building 
f 

of Poland. ?lr, Rozmarek thinl{S the ages should be 

14-16 inclusive, He is anxious to get the reP.ction of 

the Department to his 'plan and he is. also anxious to-­

know, if his plan is approved, whether it will be pos­

sible to expedite visas or to use a group permit so that 

the boys may be able to work in ·the school early in 

February. 

however. 

I understand that time is not of the essence 

"'"'t 

Mr. Rozmarek impressed me favorably. His organization, 

he says, 'is the largest organization of Americans of 

Polish extraction in the United States and is well and 

favorably .knovm to the Polish Embassy. He is to confirm 

the conversation by letter. 

VD:RU:FDGRIBBLE:KG 

\ 
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MEMORANDUM OP CONVURSATION 
\ 

January 12, 1944 

jlt 
r talked with.~~. Oharles Rozmarek, Fres1dent of 

Polish National Alliance of u.s. of N.A. with offices 

at 1514-20 west Division Street, Chicago, 

'Ihe Polish National Allifltlae has school facilities 
• 

in the United Stat~s chiefly or a trade school variety, 

which are not being used by reason of the fact that 

large numbers of its student body have entered the Armod 

Forces. 'Jhe Polish Uational Alliance ia interested in 

bringing from Mexico 100-150 Polish boys for tral~ing 

with the idea that after this training they mpy be 

returned to Poland wellNequipped to help in the rebuilding 

of foland. Mr. Rozmarok thinks the ages should be 

14-16 inclusive. He is anxious to get tho reaction or 

the Department to his plan and ho is nlao anxious t6 

know, if his plan is' approved, whether it will be p,oa­

sible to expedite visas or to use a group permit ao that 

the boys may be able to work in the school early in 

February. I understand that time is not of the essence 

however. 
\\.~. 

MroRozmarek impressed me favorably, His organisation, 

he aaya, is the largest organization ot Americana ot 

PoUsh extraotio.n in the United States and· .is well and 

favorably known to the Polish Embaas7, He ia. to cont!rm 

--the oonveraat1on by letter. 

VDtRUtFDGRIBBLEtKO 

Y','··-~ 
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AIR II.AIL 

No. l4ol9 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Mexico, November 30, 1943 

SUBJECT: Polish Refugee ColonY ~t Leon. Guana\uato. 

The Honor£1ble 
The Secretary of 5tnte, 

Washington, D. C. 
(; 

Sir: 

With reference to previous correspondence in 
connection with the location nt Leon, Guanajuato of a 
Polish refugee colony, I -hnve the honor to transmit 
herewith the original of a letter dated November 30, 
1943 from Mr. Eric P. Kelly, the resident representa­
tive of the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilita- . 
tion Operations, addressed to Mr. Murray Latimer, the 
Acting Director of that office. It would be appreci­
ated if Mr. Kelly 1 s letter could be forwarded to Mr. 
Latimer. ' 

A copy of the enclosure is attAched hereto for 
the Department•s records. 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 

Sidney E. 0 1Donoghue 
Second Secretary of Embassy 

Enclosures: 
Original and copy of lett~ae stated. 

In Ozalid copy to the Department. 

BOO 

SEOD/Jkm 
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Embassy of the United States 
InsurgentealOil .. 

Mexico City; Meiico 

Nov. 30, 1943' \ 

Mr. Murrny Lntimer, Acting Director 
, Office of Foreign Relief and Rehablli ta.tion Opera tiona 

'·Dept. of Stnte, ~/ashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Latimer: 

In connection ,with an earlier suggestion of mine, and· the 
request of Mr~ Bohdan SmeJko, Polish Director of Colonia 
Santa Rosa, tnat n study be made of the refugee type of 
mind, And the nervous condition be analyzed to aid in the 
work of rehabilitation in Europe after the close of the 
Wf•r, I am making the suggestion tho t n trained psychologist 
or psychiatrist visit the camp for t1w weeks or so in order 
to study the serious condition of people t1ho have been in a 
war zone for four or more years. 

~ly suggestion for this particular piece of work is Professor 
Tadeusz Karwoski, who has been chairman of the Department of 
Psychology at Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H. and has done 
some brilliant work in this field, and apenks Polish 
fluently. 

Sincerely, 

Eric P, Kelly 

\ 

\ 
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In reply refer to 
VD 

' My' dear Mr·~' Maciejewski: 

Your le tte!' addressed to Mr. Hugh R. Jackson on 
August 30 relative to bringing Poles in Mexico to the 
United Stat.es has been referred to me for a reply •. 

It is understood your inquiry relates to the group 
of Poles 1\ho were recently brought to Mexico under a 
special arrangement as refugees ·from the·war area. As 
bw. Jackson informed you in his letter dated August 26, 
this group is being well taken care of in Mexico where 
.it is in a safe place of refuge. llie r;roup came to 
Mexico on its own volition and apparently.in accordance 
with 1 ts desires, and it includes a great many women · 
and children, 

It is believed that to dislocate any portion of 
any settled group in order to establish it in the United. 
States forthe duration of the war would not· only be 
unwise from the, standpoint of its best welfare, but would 
also upset the orderly carrying out of those plans which \ 
are being 1nade to care for large groups of refugees still 
suffering from Axis tyranny. 

Since 1938, when the first meeting of tlie Inter­
governmental Committee on Refugees was called at Eviari, 
France, the Government of tie United states has been 
studying and acting upon various proposals for the 
alleviation of the suffering of the persecuted peoples 
in Nazi-controlle~~ao_untries. 

bw. Joseph Maciejewski, 
2700 North Seventy-fourth Place, 

Elmwood Park, Illinois. 

I~ 
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In April 1943, a C;)nference between representatives 
of he American and British Governments was held at 
Bermuda, While it would not be in the interests of the 
refugees themselves to publish in detail the full program 
e.dopted at the Conference, it may be stated that the 
Conference report provided for the reconstitution of 
the Intergovernmental Conmlittee with broader jurisdic­
tion and power and with permanent headquarters in 
London,; England, '!he Committee is an intergovernmental 
organVzation acting on behalf of over thirty nations of 
the world for the purpose of bringing all immediate and 
practicable relief and rehabilitation to the opp1•essed 
people of Europe. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter­
governmental Cow.mi ttee \'I as held in London on August 4, 
1943, and another is scheduled for the near ~uture, for 
the purpose of considering and actint; upon various 
p1•oposals rele.tiw to all the phases of the problem of 
brin[!:ing aid to refugees in NS:z:i-dominated areas, 

S1nc.erely yom•s, 

VD:MCC:BJD 

H. K. Travers 
Chief, Visa Division 

\ 



\ 
\ 

..... · .. 

\" -, 
\:.:\, 

...... .~ 
\'I\' .._, 

\ 

... 

i~ . '.;· 

SY.·d!tS OF AM!i:Ri9A 

"'ircr.;~1t)··::-·.~ ~·,;l9t1 ... 3' '· 

·"····'~·:·.).f-.:;~;.: 

'Po:.·~s:c 'ir:n'•t:,.e~• .:c~;,:•_,_,r.Jenf; ~~ 
:-~r:ot1·~-_J.~1.t~~~~)~~------· __ ._ 

.. i 

. ·' '·' 

11hU :::.:Hl~.ll.·c bl(~ 
··::I:E.~ ~Jt:!Ort~·L:.-.:·y- Ot" .. ..:t;.t~, 

.;~~-~:::!.k~~-~~C.. .. l, D. U ... 

:·).~ 1' :t 
-.;-, 

~.:-~~.t.h- : .. l~f .. ~;.·:.:ncc to p~·~~-i!iou.;, n.or~·E.·f:ll~i:·.,~:c1~t.1H in 

;; ::~~·:~·:;~~ ~~1~~-.\~r~~ ~~~~~:~l~:;~'~:~~;: --~:I· :-r~~:: ;:~ ~:~~r~;i''2·}" 
·.:: ~·-,.· ·!·.:::1 i -l. hr:..v.:~ th-') honor ...... - t·.·:.~~f.~ . .-: t he:r·e,.-: ith t.~ 

.; -~:.y·, i:!! ~t_:•r-.;:~~-·:t.~ior..., o.f·~~ h~~t.:· c.~.t,.-,·~: .<·J\fo;·1i.··f.'l."" !3
1 /.... :_,: : "~;: · t!H; ~-~~h •. :s-:;:r h~~~-; just l~f".;c·:~1.vr;d l'r·c·;~i -1.11'. ~11:.-:.tl-

¥
~· i-::·lnv ·.:t:,I!.-~tuln 1 :}>:.··t:.J.n~:~ :f.:::)'L~:\ ;:~:: ·:-i(.~ ... -;fJ ~.'1 ·1·h·en.r<t 

·-.-·· .. / - . . . . .. Ul!;;:·~~.t.o. .Lt 1XtlJ. 1_<j iiCd.e-1 f.-~.ct -: ~jt) •. iiill£t!.!l' t!Jk~13 

. f" ·' :':~~~i~:;.;·:;; ~~~.;\\~1~L~~.~·~: ~~ ;.::> ~~:;,:~f'~,~~-f\~~:;j~~~~ 

;' .... _-i' 

.··~:---~ 

'·. · .. ~ 

1 th~, t. tho· 8~..\:t~o o:.' •. ':: ... ~~~s· '.:.:.!~-=- · ;:;l. l.:.l\N: r~cos pl'oy.._~~~rl by 
th(}- (:·;·:·ic~~- c~~ ;--~):'01~;:-::~ .':eltcf' r-.t:;.l ..:.r~~lrh5lit.;.·.tio:·t 
--~1:::~::.:-:~_--:'.~ .. \:iGn i · t:.c•-) :..o·.-:; 

0 Ori,)nel (f.:>.:' C'::i:!lu 
:;;!:l,_.;;_,.~;i<· ruo :fl\Jv 

L 

. ; 

t:o t.h~ .bap[,:c triwz:, t 

.- : 

-~-.,-I . ' 

.. ., 
•, 

' 
j' 

V_J 

_,, ,. 
'· 

.. \' 
... 
(,1 

.\d 
\ 



... 

~,~ .. ):ct~o; p~ .·F-.• ,: 
.:~)\Tt1."lb'G,l' J:,, 1P43., 

. . 
l h.:. 'lG·· ·.t.ll..: !)· )~t,·~r t c ·-~~-~ :::!ll~. ·rotn~. · 2:>:-oe~lf-tJiC:.---~- f~;i, ~- tJie .- ·_. 

:.~nt(!_~ -.;.):: c._ . .- tc~~H.:l"' \:1 ~:!16. 19, .:n.t·.- I :...~J!) l~,.)fSi~9 fC•.t· _tio:t· l:t.c.v·lnG 

,' :ii:i::i:~~ .:~f~:.:: ~ti }:f:;t:?~:;;~~~:m~~~.r(f :~fi~~Mly 
.. ':.;~ .. ~-~~.~-iloc : n~: ::.~:~~ ~-.-;·rin~~ l.i.vnd i'or t:1r_t:G ,,\t":C!-:_~,b·t:::Jant& 
·> . .:.•u· .'_:id !l_·.v!.·_rif~ !o,,H:h 3 ·1 ~:.;. •. •t.ct :.~lid t:on:jt:·int t'!(.,nt::-;.ct ~~J.th 
·:.''..1::.' :·.'·· :.< :~t~~;, ~-r-:. ~.; :;1~1 (:)·~·.n to ·ro:·n t\:"t ~"'"):.~ton ~-.:.B to 'the 
C'-.'<!~tC::'l~._".:y;~; ·.l~-,~~~:. ·!l ·y._' ' . .' ~-·,:!J •. 

!•-l:.·-~~:..· :~~-. i~:l,y::~:~:-:l's .,,iH:t.t In-~"i4[;hint~_on, tAtd 
n·.~:i:_: ·.:~!: -·:,":'!·:·.:·~:~ c.:(1!l:.·. :::.ic:.~. ~!b ·h-~~-:! ;.·i.th tho 'Lolir:u:·~1 .: 

.~ ~}:'L~ \;~ ~ · :; i_·~ ~ :; _ ._;], ·;.,'\:,_~.'i~,. t~~\~~0 ; ~ ~~;;;;¥l~~ ~el~~ ~~~~:~~-
.-;.!,(oft·.···~;,:~.~.-~, :. :"'~:-:- .... t...:·~-1·:-nl, t:te-ooun.e;ll 
; :(. ':ft':,::~ • 

::--: -~ t(: o,.i 

.. ._.i.': l·~ 

· ·-: i · . .!. \'. ·.r:: 

:·.~ ::. L" t. ::-. -, !··:· !."i.:. :·: 
-!-~-•:! c·!·~-:·:,J:~:d.u r..:·l 

. . ·~ 

t?f' , •. ·\.;.Z::cs zhcu.ld l,e· 
f'••o:•! tlle )SJ'u~!vloci-

~ :'. ,''' ·' ,, ol<! -~ c' :~0 _,···:~ '.:~:;~.~::;~:;;l.')~~~tit~~o\{g~:~~t.~;ir' 
•1 '~~; •• ,,~ :'!'\J . .'t';~·~:-,.i..)Jli::.j,.~o 

c~':1. ,t, ~.._-'::,~ ~lr :.:n;t Cl~ C:)~~!·idlf-~od tll·~~-t·: if t1:o· 
1·.~-~·'~Jt.l .. r;._.., .. ;;-:~;e ·, ~ -.-)i."~~-, ,·.:; ·1-ou..l.U te obli~;:::.d t_v 'f.!•nc . ..:.ca· 
~·-.-.-~0:.-:.id':-; ~.--. .. -·-.. ·:.l.~ ··::.."!;: ·:.!.)1!:.!"1 !Ju ;·ttu:h_ .r.:or.;?_-r}x:.-,~JllLivo. =·If 

-:,_, ·. : .. ..:.'_ ·,r· ~.-E.~·.: ""'....) i:~·: :.l1r:::~c:_od ~·~·om .-th~i·~··ni t~,:; Ytn~co, 
'1··· i~':'/: h:-; -1:-:_c: il··:l;\i- :-?50-~o_:·_:~G(; tic.:Ll~~:·n· i)Cr · 
~!.-~:·!:: -.. lq(:~st., ·--~'~: .. ;_ ~.~ t.l:r. (:~.~-H.; -ir t'"~~~c11orS Ytere 
·~.1-~:.~:··3':! ~''!'t~ ·-~-~-~ n. ~·-·l ."J~·~.t~!:;.. ~·hq l;.~Lt~:r ·:i:,ulct. :--:.::ve to-

~ '-j': ))·.·~,~~ ?(J 1 l!:.( t·A ;'~'\.(: (l_OJ,l:"_r!.Z ::;(/~_f;h (-;:1;- }Ot!!lt'• 

.-~\- •:·~ :,_. t h ~ C\.~·-·-~·e·1 t ;-~·-t tl1r.:~ ~-.j :··~·ol'"".!n\10 .lti w:J~:os 
·.·.y,;_,:1 --~· ···_.. . .~.. .. - .t!.• n.t ... tG_~~Y_ t.~:lo_ i'·""!.i'ul;ees;. · Co:tt:,lin 

·-l.u·:~: ;.;-~·:.~~.~~ :lf: !·· .. : '1, • .'· -t:.ii:oy~Jct ~- :.~ ;<:t.:i.'·-1 r~:~~-.-.l:ct i:l 

~~~~~.~;'".; ;·-:, :; ':: -~,~:::;;;;~:~~;~l.~~~Cl~(;;;·:~~ l~t~~~:~. C,Hrl;uin. \ 



\ 

; . } :;:~ \t' • ; <~'Ti'':'~1F : ' S.t; . 
'.• '·· ·€_1.~. 2 .'.of 

· .. · ... ·:: ;··;l ..• 
•, •, .. ~ 

·:.,. 

'' . •t> ·~,;_ ·,·; 
·. '._ ,~,.-, .. ~ -· .. "~:- . ' ' .. · t. . 

u.ieir;,n.~uds ··i·~nt(' no o~'~'·•f'l"l1 " ..... 
.. • .. ··: ~',:,:,·· ,,· '·'· .. ~ •. ' .·'i·.. ·,., :· 

. •;t:-lc· ~:d.lt,nfit~oh· o·r .. -10 -::-!.:.f•t)r.l·j)t:r_-~~u;r;P.t:lr !'t)l\ -j:l~rsOnS, .. _ 
.t\~Ub].O ToO• Wo ,''' L'·~:•;Sfl~O llU1' ricimct to !~0. C:l< ·t.~ie Oi.llm.• llt"Ud 

1 ··:t.;QonD i!]a:t .·th.:' c~llOY!~o<:l<:o'Joi':.;;; .~)( ?OSo·s.' .Jc•r •. 'ol;;Hd ·':a~~·'\·: .c •. c, ,., 

:Ltsuf!'ioi<mt. The qui)stivn of'.;lY(;i.cwo· .b 1;hl1 .ooJ.cmy is· , · . 
VfJJ.'Y i:-,:1o:•t>.:1t. un<! 't.i~c 'tll.\fr. of :~ .. ;;o ';HiBO>' ~:,; 'hlstii~f;Lci:ant:··,. 
to· }:ttY ___ ~=-o(~.!). :~-1!6. :;;-e ~-u~1 tl~t. ;.iu~ ... ~ ~-11_,JC.-'fr~u-. o.~ .. 1t\Ot;.)~::_ed-,:tO. ·· -~!'~- ' 

!lO~.~t'-:-~1. life-; ~;K,~h•:l.•_d: -~J_!01t.lU i)ll.t,d.:.r.9.r t.~-.C.~i. l \il-;i_~c~,l~eh:· t<> 't;.·h\$ 

l~:;;~N _ ·~~ ,,;::, :. t~ f~;~"1 ~h~:~ 0.~~~~ ~fi~,~[~~~~ t!}~~ ~ c :~i{~K~ir' :'~~g~{JP. 
l'c "·f.:.:ts~o:i ·t-o lC flcr:os<?o_:· ";(J!ith .-.: · · · · ~ · 

,. 

b;) . i=:~~~~:1 :·:,~~~q:~:~c~:;r: ~1: ·~·;;~~:r:~~o7:}7r;i\·!0i~fi';.:'~.~~~t<?Ft;;h~~;~ 
t,ht """J ,,,,.L\.lC.,U(. d;_ .... t,> "(,t .. S!J t.ltli<·H.h,<.tS ,,,,th .. 
· \.HlCJ'. t~:.e:: ':J.h!·.J.:... hr!"'lt ·)_ti1'l.H:·J ... ~· !riH~Y ~~·o £:~1 .~.:O~':t (lf .. 

}:;~::~~~~.,~;i~~:~~i!!+; ~;~~~~ f~~\~~~·::;;:~;~i tt~r~,·~~.,~~L;Q~~~ji:~,'l1;~~ · I 
4 ~:~p\'1_- ",:;..,_r_~·t.~ ~l'. L1 :.re.liJ,~·blr; <."".1 .• :5:.--t: .. ~~-~ .L .. j~i~l3l'i Goii ... 1~.;i t:tee . 

. ifJ_ .. :5.·~· :1~~·· q\ll' r·ct~Ut<J<.:;.~ ::l_!C ·I :l.·j·;.;tl_ ri~t st:r(:£~s- ·my·· c:t·c~·ti-t\lC.~· 
t;o it,. \t-\~'!·th~ri~10i'~~- I" t:I:! ~HU.'fi -.t.hi;t.. ··~~liu ~~(.·nt:I;i~1rit .i~.: ·,· :.·~ · 
::l!f.l~~Jd ·iJY-- !.:,ll my u_:)u:lt~·~:~.~t_\r... i,~it. I l~~l ~ony:Hcotl'-.tJ\e.t ~p: 

. -ci'~·Ly~ l'tll'· ::'uf:.lt:O·_·.:;, .t~!{-1 :UC_:·u·~·:lt.Got;.IJiitttJ-~. r!o~-~s ... r{o.t. l'lif?h .. : 
':.l?lly 'C(t 1··~ :)~-..i'l-i·:1t:1:..·0_9i'? _but t~i...£irt'f~ tc·· L1·iug. t!t_(;~~l~·l;~:,ck to 
no~mcl. 1J::·or tc cc;nt~ ... lbuti; t.0_-th~l.J.~ ;.,~J~~o::tl.Hf, no~·u1:::_~ ';_H)CJ}!lo 
~;ho ,,, ill ".\':>r:::· ft. .. J:' C.~iio' r.:·o.:·j~~.t.ru~o ;.,. ivt. of t. '·i.Jil' 6oU~.r~yecl · . 
!lild :-:.~.~.11-.:G ~.~nun'!.irj~ · 1; ~ .. :u thclr l'titn:.'!i to ?.:.1-r~.n~o 

::Lt. it' i:1 ',h,, .>we. scns·J th,,t :t ht>.ve Y~;ature(l' ·to' !r,flku · 
t htiS(f .1· r~c"~t.:..~. :~l:i.'- '--· t L:u~~~ !-.{~!; I-· f.'bil-ld_ be· V!?;?Y·- -[~l; it te.f,ll. _to ~·cu 
:l 1' ~··)u "::JJ~ ~ tr ut::'.' t Liltotr to t!w J.i;Jhnan :.:or.J:'!i tt.on •. ' 

.,,., 

· ... 

'· 
~. ' 

·.,· ,. .., . ~- ' .. 

,,'· 

.·, 

.\ 

: ,;· :·> :;-. ; ; ·:,' ' ·~, ~ ',;. :l.: ,. 

c:m~~~{~tl~j~~l~~~~i~~~ 



.. .. 
"' .. .... \ 

Paraphrase of telegram 150, Ap~il 7, 1943·, from Department 
to Bonbay. 

On the initiative 6f the British Government the 
.Mexican and Polish Governments at the end of last year 
concluded an agreement by which the Mexic'an Government 
agrees to allOI'/ the entry into Mexico of a considerable 
number of Polish-refugees who are now in the Middle East 
arid India, The Government of the United States has 
agreed to assist. the British Government in this humanitarian 
undertaking to :the extent of providing funds for trans­
portation and ~aintenance of the refugees after their 
arrival in Mexico~ 

A committee in Mexico is at present endeavoring 
to arrange fo1···. the reception and housing Of these refugees 
up to approximately five thousand, The f'il•s t groups of 
refugees will be composed of those now asse!Jlbled in your 
district, according to present indications,' The Depart­
ment is attempting, through Uavy to arrange for the trans­
porta,tion of the first group on Naval transports coming 
to ihe United States, A transport is expected to sail 
in ·the near-future from Bombay according to the latest 
information, It is possible that fol' -some time to come 
ihis may be the only available transportation, 

In order that it may be possible to complete the 
necessary examinations of a certain number of:these 
refugees so that they may be able to depart on this 
vessel, please indicate whetli~r the British_medical 
authorities can with possible coopeN<tion from the. 
American Military or Naval medical authorities meet the 
following requirements \vhichmust be completed before any 
refugee can be embarked: 

1. 'lhat refugees and tb,eir belonginr;s be deloused. 

2. That they be given a-physical examination 
and found free of contagious and communicable diseases, 
including tuberculosi~d trachoma,_ 

3, That they be inoculated for typhoid and 
vaccinated against small pox. 

4. They they be physically able to travel with 
minimum medical attention en route, 

Blanket medical certificates should be issued for the 
g;r_oup, listing names, covering .the requiremi!frits -in 
2, 3 and 4 above, -

\ 
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Kindly report the following after consultation with 
the British: 

In your best judgment the number of refugees who 
can be prepared for acceptance on board Navy vessel 
expected in Bombay in the near future, 

If because of lack of competent medical service, 
physical, requirements, or other controlling condi tiona 
in Near East, the sailing of a first group of refugees 
does nbt prove practicable late April, in your judgment 
when and how many would first and later shipments seem 
possible in the event shipping becomes available later 
on. 

Furthermore, the following information about each 
person to be embarked should be communicated by airgram: 

1. l•ame 
2, Sex 
3, Age 
4, Marl tal status 
5, !'lace of previous residence in Poland 
6, Pre-war occupation 
7, Whether accompained b: family, relatives or 

traveling alone, 

We suggest that above lists be prepared British authorities 
for transmission by you, Please repeat to Tehran and Karachi 
for possible comment and for their information, \ 

HULL 


