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FIRSGDE IRTORITY o )
%o, 19,697 Tl
subjeott  with Further Referenaw to ths ¥Froposed
zptoblishuant by Mexlco of a Port of
Kofuge for idofugees from surops for —
the Duration of the war, : -

The livnorable : .
The veoretary of State, ' o’ v
waphington, D. O, :
sirs "
g
I havb the honor to refer to my despatches
%0. 19,191 of August 3, lo. 19,249 of August 5, and
Ho. 19,376 of sugust 9, in whieh I raported upon theo
proposed eatubllishment by ilexlce of a port of refuge
for rofugoes from envmy-oooupied countries in iurope : , )
for tho duration of the war, I now kave to supplement
the informetion alraady transmittod by tho following:
H N

In order to detormine the S;Qgrqnn of the con=- . i
versationg whioh Hesurs. aldzen” and landau vere '
hevine with the :inlstry of doborndeidn, I requested ) \
them to ounll on me on tupday, August 20, Thoy ine
formed au that thinys were apparently going well, but
alowly, nnd that oertain detaile whioh 1t secmed da-
siruble to heve fully olear befora they left Mexioeo
1ty for the south ware not yot iromed out, Thay
suld that they had 3pb yet seun the liniater of Jobore
nanoldn, Nr. alemdn,”but that thoy had sesn the Ufiolal
zayor, dp-ishat ﬁin{utry, Mr. Cosee sledién, and wera to
360 him sgaln enrly this weok. Mr, ueldman and ir,
1andau stated that they wers nuturally very anxlious - \
to procecd on tholr violt to other gountries of fouth )
imerica.s T told them that I bhproughl{ opprecisted :
this but that things genorally moved alowly in ioxioo *i&
and they indfountud thelr approcistion of this. : 4 ;
apkod thom to ksop mo informed 4 thinga d4id not go :
adojuntoly well this ueek, and I would take-up -the ;

‘mattor with tho Ministe: of Poreign Helutions, - .

Luring a cuﬁ%%raution with the Ninlcter for Forelgn \
zelations on sugust 22, I called ationtion to Lhe vielt ‘
of l{osars, ;eldman +and Landau here bnd sald that there
wore oome fotalls still to bu worked out with the
t'4pletry of Goberynneldn and thet in view of the fine
gosturey 'of the Hexican dovernment through its announced

intention/
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intention of establishing a port of refuge, I-'Hbypedny. .,
thut the remalnlxﬁ; :tgt@il would soon be worked out, |
the idntster, Hr>%alfta) W Bas tuken o §aﬂy undere
standing {nterast in thia muttep,:immgd;atg yilg .
in toush by telarhone with the ‘iinister of Gtobornacién
tire slomdn, ond sxprassed the hopa Lth whatever detal ls
reaasined Lo be worked sut oould be completed rapidly.
“ho inlutor of Goberneoibn, . rlemén) replisd that
all the detalls hed bsen approved and that Mweers,
-alduen ond Landau eould proscesd with the HEBUTHNCO
that "al)l wae setbledr,

I saw esers. oaleaen snd ;undau agalin on fuzust 23,
and informed them of the foregoing, “hey sald thut thay
had word:late in the afternoon progeding that the Hinistry
of obarnsaldn hnd gsont a note to the tinistry for Foreien
Asletions to the uffeet Lhol the “inistry would approciots
the “inilatry or roreign elatlions instruoting the lexican
Gonsul in Bern, witzerland, to agoept from Ny, -oly
Saysr at t. Jsllon in !witzerlsnd, & list of the nanca
to wham. Mexloan certificates were to bs 1saved, and thst
tho number of such gertificetes whioh the Toxican Consul
was authorized to 1ssne would be four hundrod,

leaat ovoning I communicuted with the inder “soretuary
of roreign “elations, v, Tallo, who informsd mu that
in tagt the linistry had received such 6 reyuost from the
Hinistry of “obernacidn and had sent a tulosran that
afternoon to the :oxioan Gonsul in Fern in the above nense.
I expressed to the Under Coeratury apprectation for the
aotlon or the xinistry,

I brought the forsegeing to the attention of Yeassrs,
aldsan and Tandau, who are vory auoh pleased, end. who
foel now thut tiielr visit to texloo in this eonnostion
on behell of the .or :efugeo lonrd hes besn a oonplete -
oucoess, This was the final detell 1in connootlion with
Lhoe port of rofuze whioh it wos nagegssry Lo have versified
by the Nexiecun Jovernment. How that this &tep hus boon
tekan, it would oppoar thut ovary appropriate astap.tovaids
the ostublishwent of u port of rafuib hay been taukea by
the iexioun davornment, : S

I muy say in thias councation that Mosers, «aldman and
Landau corried through thelr mission here with dlsoretion
and understonding. I have been of all possible help to
thum in conneotion with this matter, and they have shown
underatanding. approoiation of the efforts whloh the ‘mbnasy -
has node, - o .

. fespootfully yours;

E

Oag/ear George . Hansersmith

{To- tho Department in uintuplleate)

1 ,L_qgg“sflt;_,u_dk
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AUG 23 1944

Mexico to Permit
War-Exiles to Stay

NEW YORK, Aug. 22 (N. Y.
News).—Miguel Aleman, Mexico's
minister of the interfor, has given'
‘;;su:'an‘ce th?t re,lugete‘s comlna to

€xico on visas for the dura on;
‘of the war will be m to re-
maii as permanent residents it
they desire, it was disclosed here
,todlr.'““—"‘ - -
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- MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES \ix
N ' August 9, 1944
/
2 On Augu;t 8 Mr. Leavitt called me from Mexico City concerning the
roported Mexican proposal to admit Jewish refugees. Leavitt stated that
he had discussed the matter with Landau and Vialdman and also with Ambassador

Messersmith. Leavitt also stated that he hoped to be eble to see the Minis-
ter of Interior very shortly to discuss the matter with him.

Leavitt said that he thought it would be most helpful at this tlme if i
the War Refugee Board would send some message of congratulations to the
Mexican government end if we would include some general gusrantee of finan-
oirl assistence for such refugees as might come to Mexico under the plan.

1
I asked Leavitt why he felt it wes essential to make such a guarantee
at this time. As I understood it, the argument he advanced ves that it would
grestly facilitate further discussions on the matter with the Mexican govern-
ment. I asked him whether Messersmith had cabled us concerning the, matter
and Leavitt said that he thought so although he was not sure.

I discussed the matter with Pehle, vho agreed that we might send some
sort of congratulatory message and also couple with it a general financial
guarantee as to any refugees who might be admitted to Mexico at the reauest. : o
of the War Refugee Board. Accordingly, I prepared a cable along these lines. \
I spoke to George Warren about it on August 9. He told me that a message ) !
had been received from.Messersmith which indicated the following: T

+ (a) Lendau and Waldman had held themselves oub to the Embassy as re-
presentatives of the Wer Refugee Board and Messersnith had accepted
them as such in view of instructions given him by the State Depdrt-

' : ment to assist them in getting transportation and: in view of a

C . meeting they had with Secretary Hull. :

% (b) Landau and Waidman had gone to the Mexican. officials before coh— ;
E . --gulting Messersmith and Messersmith felt somewhat embarassed at \
the position in which he was put.

(¢) No proclamation had been issued by the Mexican government but the
annowncement which Landau cebled to us had been glven out by the !
Minister of Interior. .

i%% - (d) - The forelgn offiqg knew nothing about the.action in question. . ‘ _ i

Warren stated that the general tone of Meséeramith's report suggested the A
desirability of our proceeding slowly. I asked Warren whether it would still
not be in order to-send the message in question. Warren agreed that it could be N
done if we leave the delivery of the message to Megsersmith's diseretion.”

. : NN
! . J. B. Friedman




CABLE TO AMBASSADOR MESSERSMITH, M:EXICO CITY, FROM THE ’ T
DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

If you deem it appropriate, please convey to the
Mexican authorities the following message from the War
Refugee Roard. i

\‘?

"The War Refupgee Bosrd has been informed of

the recent generous offer by the Mexican Government

to pernit the establishment in Mexico for the

duretion of the war of a colony of European Jewish

refugees. The Board .deeply appreciates this

humaniterian action by the Mexlcan Government and L

believes that 1t will constitute a measurable i

" contribution to the efforts of the United Nations | '
- to rescue Jews and other similar groups now in \

- inminent danger of death in enemy territory.': The '

Board wishes to assure the Mexican Government that

should refugees be admitted to Mexico in accordance

with the Mexican Government's pronouncement and at

the request of the Viar Refugee Board, the Board will

make necessary financial arrangements for the maintenance

and care of such refugees in Mexico."

12:10 p.m.
August 9, 1944

R~ P

IBFriedman:lhh 8/9//4
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Mr, Levitt stated that it was provable that mo refugees
would arrive in Mexieo end fer thet reason definite con-
sXete arrengements with the Mexisanm Goverament with regard
$o speoifie desails did not ssem m S at this $iwme,
I sald that while the aotion of the Mexiean Government
80 far was valuable as a moral gosturs and for its general
helpfulness, I felt, asvertheless, that as there was . -
always a possibiiity of refugees arriving at suoh\a port
of refuge in Mexice, definite arrangemenss should be made
wish the l:xuan Governmant a0 that thers would bve 'no mis-
understanding or diffioultias as to provedure. In this
oonnestion I referred to the Departnent's telegram No. 1461
of August 3, from which it :{pum that she establishment
of She port of yefuge in Me 00 was o0 bs used in oonneo-
Sion with getting refugees out of Hungery. X mold that
this might involve the granting of token visas, or visas whieh
aotually permitted temporery SAbZy 1nto Mexiee by the Mexican
Govermmens, For Shis reasoa I suggested 0 Neasrs, Levits,
Waldman Landau thet they disauss with the Minlstry of
Gobermaciéa the nuaber of refugees which the Mexioan
Goverament wouwld de preparséd to admit for the duration
of $he war at sush o pors of refuge, the terus under whioh
they would n:{ here, the ergenimation whioh would be res-
rulblo for thelr maintenanss, and other pertinent . )
otalls whieh would have 2 be settled in order %0 have
& meoth werking out of she arrangenent. They said thas
Shey underetood the importanes of this and that shey would
disouss these mattere with She Minister of Gobernaaida,

Mo, Levite expressed a desire %o talk wiih Mr. Friedman
of the War Refuges Board in Washington, and in view of the
aiffloulties of telephene cemunieation the Zadassy put
:hmm . .:u': {:{ l:. w&r to Mr, rrhh:nh:u thare

8 append 8 despa a mMusraniwm o. soaversa~
tlon which Mr. Lovits had with Mr. Frisdman and whieh is
self-oxpilanatoyy. o

It will be seen from the two despa tohes mentioned at
the ‘outset of this despatch, and fwom this despated, that
suffioleatly conerete 18 have not ye$ been made
with the Mexiean Govemment which would sexve as a basis
for conversations with Hungarian or other authoritien yes-

ou:t She adnisaion of refugess into a port of refuge
MNe o I fesl sonfident, however, that thess details
oan be worked ous. :

X shell keep the De iluzss informed of axy developments

and I have wox:cl lou:. Levits, Waldman “:F Landau mt'

::lt: shall be gled to be as helpful %0 them in this matter as
GaR,

Resps etfully yours,
‘""‘5’
v
George 8. Nessersmith.
09, 7 of Memerendwm
da August 8, 1944,

(2 eeintpifens 0 e Departaent)
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August 8, 19_“. )

. Aoting on instrustions of the Ambassador, I placed
a -telephone call %o Mr. Friedman of the W:r Refugee Board
for Mr. Moe Levitt of she Joias Distribution Commitses,
who has ocome $0 Mexico im eonneetion with the permission
allegedly given by the Mexican authorities for the estad-
1ishuant here of a safety pors for Jewish refugess.

Mr. Leviss $o0ld Mr. Friedman that he had Just had
a soaversation with the Ambassador, amd also had Alsoussed
the entire grv sision with Measrs. Waldman snd Landaw; .
thas he felt 1% absolutely neesssary that beforxe aay ‘
further astion esn be Saken, either the War Refuges Board
or the Jeint Distrxibution Committes should give some aord
of guarantees to the Nexiean Government; fthat of course
the possibility of any Jews being brought 40 Mexioco was
very remote, but even despite this, it would be nesessary
$0 previde for sueh a centingensy; he felt that the War
Refugse Board should b adle to give to Mexieo the same
gort of guarsntes Or stetensat as had been givea 40 other i
neutyal gevermments eooperating iam the projest. Nr. lavits -
6180 suggested $¢ Mr. Friedman thas the War Refuges Board v \
-h:ndr ve n:.é:enuon t0 address. some t::n g:: [
Rote of eppreeiation through reguler [}
Mexissn Govermment for it¢s cooperution in regard te
setting up a safety persd.

 Mr. Levitt said that he heped to ses the Minister of
Gobernacida befere nexs m“ z whioh time he wanted %o
a8 .

return %o Washingtoa., Ne Triedman 0 keep in
toueh with him at the Notel Reforma,

s@duy E. O'Dclu{n'o ' R

Gopy fa,
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N Mexico, D.¥,, August 5, 1944,

No. 19,249
- X

SUBJEGT: With Referende, to Proposed Establishment by
Mexico of a "Port of Refuge" for Re o8 from
Eneay Ocoupied Europe for the Durati \n of the

 CONTRGL ogpy

Seorstary of State,
Washington, I').O.

8ir:

I have the homor to refer to the Department's telegram
of August 3, No. 1461, ot‘?u that the War Re e Board
has been informed by the Jéiat Distribution ttee that
the President of Mexieo has recently issued a prosleamation
stating that Mexieo will furmnish fasilities for the admission
of re es of en ossupied Europe for the dwratiom of the
war. m instrueted to seoure amd eable, if possible, the
text of such proclsmatiem for use by the War Refugee Board
in deal with an offer by the Hungariem Govermmeat to
permit gration of refugees from Hungary.

0n the reseipt of this telegram I informed Mr. MeGurk
in the Mexiesan Division of the nogu-t-nt by telephome, during
a conversation covirimg other matters, that I had jus$ received
this telegram and that I was mot making a reply by eadle as
no sush proslamation had as yet deen isswed by the President
and that the atatus of the matter hers is sertainly mot sweh,
80 far as I am informed, that the estadlishment of a pert of
refuge here could he wsed as a basis for megotistionms with -
the Hungariaa Gogermment for the emigration of refugees from
Hungery. I asked Mr, MeGurk to be to imform

0od
“the War Refugee Board that X was sen full: ormation to

the Departaent so far as the arrangemeats here are eoncermed
and 80 far as they have heem made. .

By this time the Department has received my despatoh No.
19‘191 of August 3, with its enelosures, in whioh I cover this
na

tor, It will be neted that Messrs, Waldman and Lemdau took -

up Shis matter with the Mexican Govermment on the dasis that .
bty prbdbadly mo refugees would u-r%n at the proposed port of
:otiuo n.;tyl that ﬂo cg:.“:.h“ the oan Govor.tlnt ':Il to

¢ largely symbo 1l and helpful as a mexral gesture,
howsver, pointed cut ‘in my somversations with Mr, Waldman end
i g dar the meeessity of making as eomsrete arrangements :
as sible with the Mexican Goverament s0 that if refugees do

arrive ne misunderstandings of aay kind esu arise with respest

to maintensnes, the cenditions of stay dad the length of stay
in Mexieo. They are fully understanding of this amt I
understand that a represeatative of the Joint Distribution
Committee will arrive in Mexieo om Nomday, Awgwst 7, to -

_ diseuss
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disouss thﬁﬁ‘ T'&f"l arantees, eto., with the Minist
of Gobernaci iﬁﬁo‘" .2“ City. * ! : i

It 4 Y cﬂﬂr 3t formal arrangements have been -
colplotod.ﬁ& {he oﬁ'ﬂgf Government through the Ministry
of Gobernsocion that the eatablishment of a "port of refuge" .

in Mexico sould be used as the basis of any nuothti%n’l with
the Hungeriam or say other Goveramsnt.

As I informed the Dozﬂhnt in I{rdupnch Noe. 19,191
these conversations have taken placse diresotly between Messras,
VWaldman and Laadau and the Ministry of Gederascion and this
Emdaosy has not direoctly partioipated therein as the oonversa~
tions wefpe initiated by Messrs, Waldman and Landau with the
Minigtry of Gobernasion without my direst intervention and

on their own imitiative., I have, therefors, as Yyet no
offiolal information from the lhxic- Goverament that the -
establishment of the port of refuge is purely symbolieal

and a gesturs or whether it will be prepared to receive
during the pericd of the war at such poxt of refuge a eertain
number of emigrants, . :

I am taking Io%nn. Waléman and Lamdau to oall on the )
Minister of Foreiga Relations on Monday, August 7,

I em under the impyession that the Joint Distribution
Committee may be under they impression that more definite
arrangemsnts have been hore than I em officially aware
of at this time and as obvio the ostadlishmeat of a :

port of refuge for symbolic purposes snd the astual reseption

" of emigrants and granting of visas by the Mexieam Government

are separste matters, I would suggest that no action be )
taken by the War Refuges Board on ths basis of this Mexiocan
sction until I am able t0 give mors conerste information
whioch I ean obtain officially from the Mexiean Goverameat

as t0 its attitude on this matter. ‘This situation I believe
oan be olarified auring-the next week, ‘

Respeotfully yours,

¥

To Departmeat in quintuplieate
G INA '
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Mexico, D.F,, August 3, 1944,

X
No, 19191

Subject: Statemonts in the press o the effect that
h the Mexican Government has indicated its
1 willingness tio establish "a port of refuge!

for the peried of the Var for refugees from
Europe, . _'

v

The Honorable

The Secretary of Statb 3
Vinshington, D.C. -

Sir; \

I have the honor to wmfor to instructions of the ’ !
Dopartment with respect to the establishment of the liar
Rofugee Board and to the effect that this Imbassy is to ’
bring to the attention of thé. Moxican Governmont full ' i
information with regard to the establishment .of the Board :
and its activities, In this commection I would like to . : R
refer to previous despatches of this Embassy, and more R
g particulaily to my despatch no, 17235 of Lpril 27, 1944, Lo \
¥ in vhich I gave some background :information on the possi- '
bility of collaboration by the llexican Government with '
the tiar Refugee Board, . o

] R .
Several weeks ago Mr. Jacob Landau-of New York, vhom
I have known for many years in Europe and-in the United
States called at the Embassy to state that he was in -
Mexico City on a mission for the War Refugee Board and that
he vas awaiting the arrival of Mr. Morris lialdman of the
dAmerican Jewish Committee, who wag to accompany him on. this . A\
mission here and on a gimilar mission to others of the Ameri- )
e : can Republics, I'told Mr. Landau that while I had no specific . K
, instructions with regard to the mission on which he and
MHr, Valdman vere engaged, I would be, very happy to sece them
both on the arrival of Mr, {aldman, .

In the meantime I received a telogram from the Depart- . ' :
mont stating that s Landau and Mre t.aldman wers traveling . . :
to Moxico and toggothor countries of the Americas on m mission v !
for the ilar Refuges Board and that I vas to accord them ' :
appropriate.alr priorities to facilitate their travel, I - .
have no direet information from the Dopartment other than. - i
this, that M., lL:aldman dnd Mr, Landau are on a mission for
the liar Refugee Board, but in view of my .long personal
acquaintance: with them and invview of my knovledge of their
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full depondabilix:./ I have been praceeding on tho\iflsis of
the information which they have glven m¢ with respeet to
their mission, T

. When Mry Vialdman arrived in Mexico City, he and
Mry Landau camo to doe me, ahd they informed me that tho
purpose of their trip was to endeavor to persuade tho
oppropriate Mexican authoritios, anil tljuse of other .
dmorican countries to the south, to establish ports of - -
rofuge" for refugees from Europe, hese ports of refugo
to bo used during the poriod of the liar for tho shelier .
of such refugees anda the end of which perioed, they
would retwrn to their country of origin, ora: least leave
the port of refuge,

Thoy stated that they were undertaking this mission at
the roquestiof the iiar Refugee Board, , f

Mr, Vigldman and Mr, Landau informed ms that thoy had
already beon in touch with the Minister of Gobernacion,
Mr, ileman, to whom thoy had boen introduced by tir. Lombardo
Toledano, to which Minister thoy hed set forth their desires
and plans, Mr, Landau explained that thoy had made the )
approach to the Mexican Government in this mamner in view of
the fact that he had met Mr, Xombordo Tolodano in the United
States and on his arrival here, ha had called on him and
Mr, Lombardo Tolcdano had offered to agsist them in this
matter and to arrange for an intcrview with tho. Ministor of
Gobernacion, Mr, ileman, Mr, Landau statcd that whon
lir. Lombardo Tolodano presonted them to tho Minister of .
Gobernacion, he made a vory strong ploa for the' establishment
by the Mexican Governmont of such a port of refuge, Mr, Landau
stated that the Ministor had oxprossod his interest and his
vwillingnoss to discuss the mattor with tho Prosident of Moxico.

I informed Mr. Valdman end Mry - Landau thaet while I had
no instructions from my Government with .specific referonce:
to their missiony I comsidered that tho telegram vhich I had
authorizing me to have an air priority for travel to the .
south and the previous instructions which I had with rogo.r.d
to the Far Refugee Board wore sufficient basis. for me to
facilitate their mission in tho measure possible, I frankly
told thom that although I had been much interested in this
rofugee problem and. still was, and had naturally givon it a
great deal of attention sincc I have been in Moxico, that
I aid not find tho gttitude in either official circles or
among the Mexican people particularly. receptive to mwceiving
refugees except of a.cortain type from Europe, " In this -par-
ticular respect I would. again refer to my despatch no, 17235 =~

“of April 27, 1944, in vhich I gave background information on this’

situation in Mexico, I told thom, howovor, that in view

of ‘the woll kmown humanitarian attitude of -tho.Prosident -

of Moxico and of tho Mexican Governmont in génoral, and &9 )
thoir project did not involve the refugeos romaining indofinitoly
in Moxico, I considored it probable that a rocoptive attitude-
m:lght bo foumd, ; ) B .
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I told Mr, Vlao-sman and Mr, Landau that as thoy.<hd taken
up the matter with the Minister of Gobernacion on thoﬁ'( orm
initiative and without any intorvention of this Embassy, or .
previous consultation with usy, mdes the Minister of Governacion
was one of the responsible Ministors primarily chargod with
matters of this kind, I thought it best to continue the channel
they had becn using, I said that tho Ministry of Gobormacion
was the Ministry primarily rosponsiblo in roaching a decision
of this kind but that it would ordinarily bo made in consulta=
tion with the Ministry of Foroign Relations. ’

Whon I found that no approach had been made to the Ministry of e
Foreign Relations; I suggested to Mr, Woldman and Mr, Landau that . ;
thoy give me a momorandum covering exactly what they wished to do i '
and specifically what thoy had said cabout thoir plan to the
Minister of Gobernacion, in ordor that I might leave this with the
Minister for Foreign Relations for his information, I said that it
was incapy evont probable that the Prosident would consult the Minister
for Foreign Relations boforo reaching a deecision and that I would
like ab least to give to the Minister for Foreign Relations a
dofinite statement of what was involved in the Yport of refuge'.

Messrs. Wdldman and Landau propared a memoraidumy of which I
transnit a copy herewith, and vwhich is self-explanatory.

At the first opportunity that I had after Whe conversation . ;
with Messrs, l.aldman and Landau, I informed the Foroign Minister '
of the presence of Mr..Waldman and Mr, Londou in Mexico City on \
this mission for the War Refygec: Board and stated that they were
already in touch, through arrangements thot thoy hed made on their

. o initiatives with the Ministor of Gobernacion, - The Ministor, Dre -
% Padillas indicatod that ho had not yot recoived any other information
on thigs mattor and had not yot beon consulted by tho Minister.of
Gobhornacion, I, thoroforo sont him aftor this convorsation a copy
of the memorandum propared by Messra, Vialdman and Landaue

- In the Moxico Oity newspapers of August 2,-thore appoarcd
a statomont to tho offcet hiat the Moxican Government had announced
that it was propared totablish a port of refuge. Although the
amnovncenents in the newspapors were to the offoct that tho :Lnfor-
mation came from official sourcosy I thought itwswll to dotermine
whother thore had boon action officially by the Moxican Government,
and I got in touch with Messrs, Waldman and Landau, who informed
me that this notice in the newspapors under: roference was “the firat
indication thoy had of favorablo actions but that they would confirm . ’
its Thoy later informed me hat thoy had assured thomsclves hat : . [
tho Ministry of Gobornacion had issued this statomont, which had '
appoared in tho pross, T < B :
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Messrs, Valdman and Landau indicated that t\}\x'ey would like
immediately to telephone to Mr, Fribdmat of the Viar¥ Refugee Board
in Wiaghipgton, who is act: for Mry Pehle; the Executive Secretary,
of the Board. Ih view of the fhet that telephohe communication is.
much delayed and in view qf the official character of the lar
Refugee Boardy I arrapged £for i telephone call’by the Embassy to
Mr, Friedman and durdng the tblephone conversation with Mr, Friedman
L in Vashington on'4ugust 2; Mr, Landau informed him thet the Mexican
" Government had issiied a statement to the press that day that it is
prepared to set up a safety port for Jewish refugess from Europe,
particularly women and children; that the Hexican Government is not
prepared toecept any financial responsibility for the transpor=-
tation and maintenance of these refugees; that it stipulates that
they will not 'engagé in any eccupation or business vhile in Mexico
and that they willle repatriated upon the termination of the liar.
Mr. Landau informed Mr. Friedman that the Mexican Governméent
wished giarantees to this effect and he suggested that Mr, Friedman
get in touch with Mr, Hyman or Mr. Levy of the Joint Distribution
Committee and urge that one of them ome to Mexico within the ) :
next day or two in order to furnish written guarantees in ) }
the manner desired by the Mexican Government, Mr, Friadman )
informed Mr. Landau over the telephone that he.#ould be able
%  to do this, .

tihile T have no official confirmation from the Mexican . i
Government, either from the Ministry of Foreign Relations or .
the Ministry of Gobernacion, to the effect that the Mexican
. : Government has taken this action, there are fumther statements.
kR in the press this morning vhich indicate that action im the
foregoing sense has been taken by the Mexican Government, -
e In view of the fact that the contact in this ‘matter has been
entirely between Mr, Valdman and Mr. Landau - and the Ministry of
. Gobernacions I shall necessarily let the matter remain in -
that channel, - o

I

_ I havg $034 My Valdmin' end Mri lepdaw that dn-aty way . o N
that I can properly assist them in this matter, I shall be- - \
very glad to continue to do so, I have made it clear to )

. them, however, that if any refugees are to bo brought here
to such a port of refuge; the Mexican Government will insist
upon very definite guarantees: (1) .that it will not ecopt

i financial responsibility for transportation or maintenance;

: ?23' that -the refugees will not engage in any gainful ocoupation

or business while at the port of refugp; and (3) that ) . R

they will be repgtriated -at the end of the Viar, - Mr, V.aldman : i

and Mr, Landau infdtmed me that the mppropriato guarantees : i

for maintenance, etc., will be.given by Jewish organizations

-of a. private character in the United States, such.aa the . -

Joint Distribution Committee. o

A
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In.this connection I may say that in a ‘conversation
with the Minister for Foreign Relations, I informed him
that I had had close contact with the work of the Joint- .
Distribution Committee dver a period of many Years and that
I could inform him informally that any guarantees. given by
the Committeo would be ‘met metioulously,

While I am very happy that this action is being taken
by the Mexican Government, I think it is in no.vay indicative
that Mexico is prepared t o meeive any number of Jewish
refugees and, in fact, certain other refugees from Eurcpe
for permanent residence gnd integration in her economic life,
The preliminary announcement in. the press of the proposed
action of the Mexican Government in establishing a port of
rofuge”for the duration of the uar has not boen recoived
‘without criticism fyom seotions of the Mexican press, I
have taken the opportunity of my long friendship with
Mr, j.aldman and Mr, Landau, and my full appreciation of the .
humanitarian work in vhich they are engaged, to give them:
for their confidential background the best information in .
my power with regard to the real situation hero and with
rogard to the possibilities of settling Jowish refugees,
and certain other rofugecs, in this countyy,™

If any further-informaticn.dovélops 4n-this: matter
which will be of interest to the Dopartment, I shall not
-fail to keep-it -informed, ) .

After completing this despatch to this point, Mr, Landau -
called me on the tolephone to say that Mr, Waldman and he
had just boen recoived by tho Ministor of Gobornacion, )
Mr, Aleman, vho had informed them that a port of refugo wag- |
agreed upon by the Mexican Government under cortain conditions .
vhich I understand are those already set forth in .this deapatch,
Mr, Landau said that Me, Valdman and he-had called upon the
Minister of Gobernacion, Mr,.Aleman, to express their thanks
and that of the \jar Refugse Board for the action which they
understood from the press the Mexican. Government was ‘taking
in'this matter, It was then that Mr, Aleman confirmed to
them that the Mexican Government would take this action, -

Mr, Landau further said that arrgngements had bee
made for him and Mr, \ialdman tocall upon the President of .-
Mexico in orderythat they might have an opportunity to:eit-
press perachally 8fd directly to tie President thoir appre=
clation of the action to he taken by tho Mexiean Government,
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Thero has been, so fary no official statemont of tho .
Moxican Govornmont with regard to this action other than
brief articlos in the pross, obviougly coming from tho
Ministry of Gdbornadion, fThere has bech .no ppoclamation
by the Prosident of no dcoree as yot idéved; or at least
publishod, and Up td this writing, the Mihistry of Foroign
Relations has apparently not beeh coniulted in the matter
by the Ministry of Gobernacion, - )

Iam,

Respectfully yours,

George S, Messershith -

Enclosure:
Memorandum,

848-i;ar Refugee Board

(Original and 4 copies to the Department)
G .
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ican Embassy, Moxicoy D, F. ! ) ’
Enclosur®®to Dospatch No, 19192, August 3,%1944
MEMORANDUM -

Mr, Morris D. Laldman, Vico~Chairman of the Contral Jowish
Committoc and Mr, Jacob Landau, mombor of the Lxccutive Committoo

' of tho Central Jowish Committoo arrivod in this country a fov days
*:agos  Tho Amorican Jowish Committce is an outstanding Jowish organie

zation to which tho most prominent Jows in America bolong.

The trip of those two gentlemen is sponsorcd by the var Refue
gee Board, vhichiwas rocently established by President Roosovelt
for the roscue of Jewish and Christian victims of nazi tyrrany., It
1s composed of Mr, Cordell Hull, Scorotary of State, Mr. Honry Stime

sony Secrotary of iary and Mr, Henry Morgonthau, Sceretary of T:geasury.

The purpose’of this trip is to ascortain whethor President
Manuol Avila Camacho would be propared to establish a safety port,
like the one very rocently established in the United States by .
President Roosevolt.

It is not anticipated that any refugees viould actually reach
tho safoty port, The gafety port would be, in tho main a moral
gosture indicating the interest Moxico is taking on humanitarian
grounds in the lot of innocent persons vho are boing ruthlessly
oxtorminated by our common enemy,;

' Th‘o safety port would morely provide, as the name indica’cds,

- a tomporary asylum for the duration of tho war. . It is not suggosted

A D e b S

that they would'bg allowed to works ox to freely movo around - tho
country, : - . :

Should any rofugocs arrive in this countryy lMr, Vialdman and Mr,'

Londau arc preparcd to guarantoo on behalf of the ‘philanthropic
Jéwish orgonizations in the United States, that all exponditurcs ine
volved would be borno by them and that these refugees will not bo~
come & burden to Mexico, . '

It is further suggested by Mr, ‘;aldman.and My, Landauw that a
presidential pronunciamiento, establishing a safety port could limit
the number of Jows to be admittod to fivo or.8ix hundrod, or vhate
ever the Government may deem advisablo, They are both hopoful that
Mexico widl be the first Latin Amorican country to indicate this
humanitarian’ interest in the mission which brought them hore.:

Mr. Valdman and Mr, Lahdau, before leaving the United States,
I am informed by them, vere: received by Mre Cordell Hull, vho -
oxpressed his deep interest in their mission and emphatically
expressed the 'hope that thoy would secceed, .

\

i
{
i




N Moxicos D,F., July 25th, 1944,
. p NOIE: This memorandum was proparod by Messrs. o
: Waldman and Landau at my roquest and for my ine
il formation. I gavo a copy informelly to tho
g - Minister for Foreign Relations for his informe
% . ation, Messrs, Landau & Waldnan inform me
- that they gave a copy of tho momorandum in
Spanish to the Minister of Gobornacion,
Mr. Aleman, - . .

G. B, M,

Miss Chauncey (For the Socc'y), Abrahamson, Akzin, Borenstein, Cohn,
DuBois, Friedman, Gﬂston, Hodel, Laughlin, lesser, Mann, Mannon,
Marks, McCormack, Pehles Sargoy, Standish, %ioinstein, Files
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subjeot: statemente in the press to the effeot that =
the Moxlonn Goverhment has indloated 3bs -~ LT
willingness to eptablish "a pogb ot refugen

for the period of the iar for rofugess xon
Burone.

fhe Louorable
The Searaetary of State,
vashington, dede

Sl

1 have ths bonor to refer to instructions of the
Lepsttaent with reapeot to the establiphuont of the war
ielugeeiioard and to the effeot that this Eubassy 1s to
bring o the atbention of the [8xlvan tovermnsent Lull
infornation viith regard to the eatablishwmont of the Losrd
and 1ts aobivitles. in thig conneotion i would like to
rofeor to provious despatohes of this ¥mbassy, and more : ’ ,
pertioulerly tov iy despatoh noe 17235 of Aprfl 27, 1944 : :
in which 1 guve sous baskground laforiiation on the noaai-
bility of collaboration by the Mexleon Govermient with
the uar Relugeeoarde Lo

I
several weeks ug0 Lr. Jacob Landanu of Hew Yori, whon
1 have known for wany years in Burope and in the uUnited \
stabos oalled at the bubasoy to state that he wes in .
zoxioo Olty on a sisslon ror the war itefugee Loard and that
he waa awalting the arvival of Mr. Korris ialdusn of the
Amerioan Jewish Cotmittes, who waps to aesonpany hinm on this
mlasion here ané on s eimilnr,miaaion to othere of the aneris=
oan ftepubliose I told ir. Landeu that while 1 hmd no specific .
. instiuotions with rogard to the uiesion on which he and
“r. waldixan were onguged, 1 woulid be very happy to seo than
both on the arrival of ir. naldmans ‘

In the meantime 1 received a telegram from the. uepart- 3 :
mont stating that iire Landau and kre iialdman were traveling ’ :
to .oxioo and to other countries of the americue on a mission, : :
for the \iar Hefugee Board nnd thet 1 was to acoord thew
appropriate alr priorities to facilitate their travel. 1
have no 4irwet information from the vepnrtuent otheyr than
, this, Shat Mes Waldmon and Xr. lLandau are on & mission for
% the har Refugee Deayd, but in view of my long personal
v . aoquaintance »ith them sad in view of :{ knowledge of “their

full dependability, 1 -have been procesdlng on the basig of
tha information whioh they have given me with respeat: to
their mission, S : . o

: S " ihen hve yeddmen arcived in Kexico ©ity, he and
i . i1, LanGau oAno to see L6, und they inforned re thet the

s

B | purpose
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purpose of their trip was Lo ondeavor tou poersuaie the

appropriate sexioan authorities, and thuse of other

american oocuntries to the scuth, to establish "ports of

refuge! for refugees frow Kurope, these ports of roefuge

to ‘be used auring tho perlod of the uar for the shelter

of such rafugses and at the end of vwhioh periocd,.they . .. .. . o
would veturs tou thelr oountry of origin, or ab least leave . 77U
tho port of refuge. . TN ‘

They stated that they wereo umiertuklng :Lis mission at
the requuet or the Viar Refugee Loard. :

Axe waldman ahd 4p, Landau inforaed me-thul they Lad
already vecn in touoh with the dlndster ol Gobernaocion,
Ir. aleudn, to whonm they had bden lntrodiuced by ur. Lombarde
Poloduno, fo whioh sinlster they had set forth thelr desiros
and pluns, .. Londau explalned that bhoy hud pade the
approach to the uexlean Govermasnt in this nmanner in viow of
the faot that ho had net Mr, Louburdac Toledano in tho Ynlted
states and on his arrlival here, he had called oi him ahd
tire Lombardo Toledano had offered to assist them in thls
nattor and to arrange for an interviov with the linister of
Gobornaoidny lir, aAlemine &Lr. Lundou stated that when
Mr, Lombagqb Toledanc preseated them to the iinilater of
Gobernnoidn, he made a very strong plea for the ootablishuent
by the Hexlcan Government of such a port of refuge. ¥re Landau
abtated that the iinistor had expressed his interost and his
willingness to dlacuss the mubter with the irosidont of Mexlco.

1 informed Lre. naldmon and Mre. Landeu that vhile I had
no instrustions from my Govorament with speoitio refersnge
to thoir missicn, 1 gonsidored that the telegrau whioh 1 had
authcrizing me to have an alre prlority for truvel to the i
south and the previous instructlons whioh I haa with regerd ] \
to tho war iefugee Boaxd wero sufficviont basls lor me to
faoilitute thoir mission in tho ieasure possible, 1 frunkly
told thewm that slthough 1 had becn much inserssted in this. .
refugee problem and setill was, ald had naturally glven 1t a
great dosl of attention since 1 have bsen in iexioo, -that
I did not fiad the attitude in elther offioclal oiruvles ox
anong thoe i‘oxivan psople partioularly recaptive to receiving:
refugees axoopt of a cextula type from: Europe. In this par-
tioular respuot I would agaln refer to my despatoh nos 17235
of april 27, 1944, in whioh I gave background Information .
on this situution in iexicos I told them, however, that in \
view of the well khown humaniterisn attitude of the irealdeat
of iexico end of the Hexioan Govermment in general, and us -
their projeot did not involve the relugees ravaining Andefinitely ; i
in zexloo, 1 ovonsidersd -1t probable that o reesptlve attitude : :
might be found, i

1 told »r. walduaR &nd Mr, Landau that as Shey had taken ] »
up the matter withsphe MNinlster of Gobernacién e Sheiz own Y
initiative and without unﬁ intervontion of this Eubacay, or. Sy
previous gonsultation with us; and as the ldnister or‘Gphornnoiénr
was one of the rasponsible Ministers primarily charged with
mattors of this xind, I thought it best to coatinue bthe chaanel
they had.been using, I sald that the inistry of Gobernaoidn
was the iinistry primarily responsible in reaching a deoision
of this kind but that it would ordinarily be made i ¢onsulte-
tion with the xinlstry of Korelgn Relations, S

When
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when 1 found thut no approuoh had been usde tu the-
silnlstry of Foreiun kelutlons, I auggested bu lire. walduan
and sre Landau that they ¢ive me & weworandum covering -
exaotly what thoy wishad to do end spocifionlly what- thoy -

e about tholr plan bo the Hinloter of Gobernaelémye: - -« i ...

in order that 1 might leave bhis with the slnlster for’
roreisn iftelutions for his ilnfortatlon. asld that it was
ia any event probable that the President\would conhsult the
uinister for Forelgh Relations bofors remohing a deoision
and that 1 would llxe at lenst to give to the lnlster for
Foreign Relutlons a definite stotement ol what wen Involved
in the “port or refuge".

desprs. waldman and Landau preparsd a mewmorandum, of
vhioh 1 trensmit m vopy lerewith, and whioh is soli=explanantory.

At the firot opportunity that 1 had after the conversa=
tion with Hesers, waldman and Lesndau, I informod tho Forelen
#inlator of the presencge of !, Valdman sud Lire lLenasu in
wiexico City on this misslon for the har Refugee Board and
stated that thay were already in touch, through arrangements
that tiey had nade on thelr own initl eivo, vith the iinister
of Golernaoidn., The uiunlseter, Dr. ddille, indlouted that

" he had not yet received nny other informnstion on this matter
and iind not yet been consulted by the xinimter of Cobernuefdn.
1, thorefore sent hin after this oonversation a oopy of the
memorandun prepured by wesars. waldman and Landale

In the siexico City newspapera of aucust 2, there appeared
a statemont to tlie effeot that the, iexican Govornwment had
announced thnt it was preparsd bto establish a port of refuge.
Although the anncunsaments in the nevispapers were %o tho
effeot that the information came from offioiul sourges, 1
thought it was well to determine whether therse had been uotion
officiully by the Lexioan Govermment,.and i gob in-toush with
lonsrs. LALdmARn and Landud, vwho inforined se that thils aotloe
1a the newepspers undes refersnds was the first indication
thoy hud of favorable action, but thabt they would eonfira L.
They later luforaed .e that they .bad assured themselves that
the &iniatry of Gobernacidn had issued this statenont, wlioh:
had uppeared ia the preas,

Lessrs, Waldman and Landeu indicated that they would -~ \
like ismediately to telephone to Lre. Friodnun of the yer
Refugee Board in washington, who is acting for ur, Pehle, .
tho Lxeoutive Seoretary of the Board, l1a view of the faot -
thut telephone communioation is nuch delayed andin view of
the offiolal oharacter of the War Refugee Board, 1 arranged .
for & telephons oull by the Embassy to Hr. -¥riedian and durlng
thé -telephone oonversation vilih v, Friedsan in weshington: - '
on August 2,3Mre Landau informed him thab the rexiocan Govern=

' ment had isnued a statement to the press that day that 1t is
prepared to set up a safety port for Jewish refugess from
Europe, partionlsrly women ond ohildren} that the lexioan

Government is not prepered to aceept. any finencial responsibllity

Yor the transportation and malntenance of thesa refugeesj

that 4t stipulutes that they will not engace in any oooupation
or business while 1n.Mexieo and that they will ve repatriated
upon the termination of the War, kire Landau informed e Fried-
man that the Mexlgcan Government wishead guarantees ta this

_affeot
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effeot and ho' sugyestoed fhat sirs Friodmsn get in touch

with ur. Hyman or lir. Levy of the Joint Histribution Gou~

mittee and urge that one of them come to Mexleo within the .
i next doy or twe in order to furnish writton guarantess in

- ‘the manner desired by the Noxlcan GOvermmenty ~Mry Frisduenr— =
informed ¥r, Lonasxu over the telephone thsat he would ‘Le able -
to do this, VAR

while 1 have no offiolal confiraution from the Wexican
Governnant, olther from the iinistry of rorelgn Relutions ox
the iinlstry of Gobernaoién, to the efiect that the Jexloan’
Goveranent hes taken this amction, thers are further stateuents
in the press bthis wsorning whioh indloute thet action in the
forsgolng sense Lhas heen taken by thoe liexivan Governunent,.
In vievw of the faet ghat bthoe countwot In this umatter has been
eatirely betweun irs walduan and tre Landau anu the sdnlastry -
ol vobernacion, | shull noeoessarily let the matter remain ia
that ohannel, .

) have told sr. Haldeman sabg sire bLandeu thwt {n any way
that 1 can properly agalst thom In this matter, I shall be
very ¢lad Lo vontinue to do aoe I have made 1%t oloar to
tlicw, nowaver, thet 4f any refugees are to be brought here
to such a port of refuge, the iexloan Governmont vill insist
upon very definito gumreantees: (1) that it.will not acaept
any finanoclel responsibility for transportation oxr usintenance)
(2) thut the refugees will not engayge in any gainful ocooupa-
tion oxr business whilo at the port of refuge} and (3) that
thoy will be repatristed at tho ond of the war. ir. Walduan
and &re Landau informed me that tho approprinte guaraentees
for najintenanoe, eto., will be given by Jewlsh orgunizations
of' u private oharsoter in the United itates, suoh ay the
Joint platributicn Coumittee, ) .

In the oonneotion I may say Lhat in o conversation
vilth the ¥inloter for Foreign Helationg,. I Informed hin -
that I had had olose oontaot with the work of the Joint
Distribbion Comuittee over a poriod of many yoere and that
1 oould inform him informally thut ony guarantees given by
the Uommittoe viould be et metioculously.

whlle I am very happy that this aotion iz belng token
by the iexioun Government, 1 think it is in no way indioantive
that exioco is prepared Lo redeive any nunber of Joewlsh
refugees and, in faot, certaln other refugees from Lurope
ror permanent residence and intogration in her-economioc iifoa.
the proliminary snnounoomant in the press oi .the proposed
aoblon of the iiaxican Government -in esatablishing a port of
refuge ror the duretics of the uar has not been received
without oritiolsm from sections ol the kexiocan presu. 1
‘have tukon the opportunlty of my long friendship with
Xr. waldasn ena ¥ Landau,and ny full appreviation of the
hunandiarion work in whioh ahay ure ongoged, to give thenm ;
for their conridentiasl bagkground the beet inforoation in
my power with regard to the real situation hoxre and with.
regard to the possibilities of sebiling Jewish refugees,
" and oertain other refugsen, in this country. - R

it




11 uny further inrermation devolops in thle uatber
whioh will bo of interest tuv the vepartment, 1 shull not

rqil to keep it informed

after QOmploting this despaton to Uhis point, My, Landau

had Just beon received by the &

1oisber of Gobernaolén,

callod e on the telophone to say that «r. wsldman and he \
8y

hre Alemén, vho had inforwed thew that a port of rofuge va
agrosd upon by the oxican Goverasent undex certuin oonditlons

wiioh I understund are those a

lready set forth in this despatohs:

yr. Lendsu seld that zr. waldman end ho had oalled upon tho
i:inister of Gobernsoidn, ¥r. alewdn, to express their thanks
and that of the yar iefugee Lourd for the aoction whioh they
understood fron the press the llexioun Government was toking

1n this mapttels

1t was then that ir. alomadn gonfirmed to

them that the exloan Govornuent would take this aotion,

41, Landsu turther gald theb arrangoments had boen
wade ror him and r. weldmun to oall upon the Fresidont of
.oxloo in oraer that they tight have an o

press parsonally and dir
olation of the aotlion to

optly to the ires

i

portunity to ex-
dent their appre-

she taxen by the Hexloan Goveraiont.

there has besn, o far, uo offiotul statemont of the
Lexicnn vovarnment with regavd to this aotion obther than
brief urticles in the pross, obviously comlng [rom the
/ ~ tThere has been no prooclamation
by the lI'resident or no decres as yet issued, or at lsast
published, and up to tiis writing, tie winistry of Forelgn
Relatlons hae apparently not baon oonsultsd in the mattor
by the sinistry of Gobernacioxn. :

wxinistry of Gobernaoidn,

s

1 an,

Reapootlully yours,

George . sessersnlth

Enclosure:
o Hemorundum.

848~tiaxr itefugee Hoard

R

(orlginal nnd 4 ocopies to the %%ﬁurtment)
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ire Morris D, ¥nldmen, Vioce-Jhairman of tha Cantral\gowiéh )

Committoe ana xr, Jaoob Landau, membor of the ixegutive Committee
ot the Uentral Jewlsh Unamitiec arrived i this country a few days

a:0.  Thy amerlcan Jeeloh Committae is an outstanding Jewish organigas

tion to whieh the nogt prominent Jowa in Amoxrioa helang,

The, trip of those two gentlaman ig sponsored by ths Yar ilefu-
gee Hoord, whioh was recently entablished by Frealcent hoosevelt
for the resouc of Jewlgh =nd Ghristisn viatias of noazl tyrrany, Tt
ls comnpdsec of xr, Cordell !'mull, ceoratary of “tate, dir, lonry Stime
son, “earetary of ‘ar, andt sr, Yenry orsonthau, Yagretary of Treasury,

The purpose of this trip is to usesrtain whether irestdent
danuel Avils Cuneche would be prepared to establinh n salaty vort,
liks the one very recently nstabiished in the United =tates by
Pragident koosevelt, i : 5

Tt is not antieiphted that &Ny refuzons weuld eobuaily rosgh
the safety port, The safety port woula be, in the waln o moral
aeaturs indieatli- the inSarest Moxioo Lls taking on humaniterian
grounds In the lot of innocont porsons who ara belns; ruthleasly
cxtsrminated by owr comuon enoLy .

The safety port would neroly provids, ags the nuse: indicataes,
4 temporery asylum for the dnvation of the wer.. It is not suggeated
that ther would be allowed to viork, or to froeoly move around the
ocountry,

Should any rafuanes arrive ipn Mg country, Hr.  slésan snd Mp,:
Landau arc prepeved S0 cnaranses on bohuli of the phllanthropioe =
Jawlsh ovganizutlons i the United “intas, that o1l oxpenditures fne
volved vould be borne by Shes one Lhat thoue refwsecy will not boe
coae & burdon to fioxlan, ’

It 1o furthar sugcented by e, valdnen and Yr, Landaw that o
presidantinl promuwolend sutp «slablishing 2 surety port could 1imig
the nuaber of Jewus b0 be admittad Lo five or uix hundred, or whate
2VeT bily Jovernment a4y deon advinablo, They aras both hopeful shat
Mbxioo will be the first Latiln Axerloan country to lndicate this
humanitarien interest in tho misnlen which brow ht thain nore,.

- Mr, »aldmen and Hr, Jundau, before leaving the Unitoed States
T an informed by tham, weru racelived by ir, Cordell Iull, who .
exprosaad his deep interest Lir thelr mission and enphatically
exprostuad the hope that thoy would sucscesd, : :

< sy IR
% - Biaxico. Do?o' J“ly 25"&}1, 1910‘.

NOTEt This mezorandum was prepared by Hewmars. \aldman

and Landau at ny request and for ny intoxsation,

1 gave a adopy informally to the iiinister for ..

Forelign Relations for his information,  xepsrs, Luandau
 _woldmen inform me that they gave a copy of the - ..
~memoranduym in Upanich to the Ninister of UGolernaeidn;
My -Aleméne B
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1481, Third ] T
wu:.nefusee Board has been Anformed by Joint Distpi~

buiion Committes tnat President of Mexiao haa ragantly

lasued a proolamat&ou s8%sting that Mexico will turnish

fasilities for admiseion of refugeen from enemy ocoupled

Euvopn for the durétson of the war, KXindly escure snd cable

it poneihle text of proclamation for use by Board in deal-

ing with offer by Hungarian Government %o permit amigration ’ : \
of refngaoe fron Hungavy, '
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August 2, iouy,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES: '

. / R
On August 2, Leavitt received a call from Hyman in
New York about the following matter, It .appeared that
Hyman had just received a call from Jacob Lafidsu in
Mexico Oity. Landau, as you will recall, is the editor
of the Jéwish Telegraphic Agency and is currently in
Mexico with Mr, Walddan. MNr, Landau advised Hyman that
the President of Mexico City has issued a public proclamation
stating that Mexico is prepared to furnish havens of the
"free port" variety to as many Jewish refugees, particularly
women and children, as are able to enter the country. :
According to Landau, under the proclamation these people
will remain in "free ports” to be returned -to their homes
after the war. In general, the offer follows our own
emergency refugee shelter program but it is not limited
as to number. According to Landauw the President requested
the Minister of Interior to work out the details of thig
matter., In a conference with Landau the Minister of
Interior stated that Mexico would not be in a position to-
finance the care of the refugees and wanted to know who
would give the necessary financial %uarantee in this regard.
Landau insisted that it was extremely -important for JDO
to send either Leavitt or Hyman to Mexico City at once,
and to discuss it, with the War Refugee Board.  Upon being
advised of the foregoing by Leavitt I attempted to verify
. that the action in question has been taken by the Mexican

Government through the press, but apparently none of the .. A

American nevws agencies yet have the story., In the afternoon
I received a long distance telephone call to Pehle from. -
Landau in Mexico Gitﬁ. Landau repeated to me the story he
had given to Hyman., He was particularly insistent that Leavitt
come to Mexico at once,. It was plain that he had some good
reason for insisting on Leavitt's visit and it ‘was algo clear
that he was not intgrested in any representative of the War
Refugee Board making“the trip. I asked him to send us at
once a copy of the proclamation of the Mexican Government -
which he agreed to do by wire, Landsu asked if Leavitt -
were in the office and I put Leavitt on the phone. Landau :
indicated to Leavitt that he was urging Leavitt to come
- for very good reasons. Landau, during his conversation with
me and with Leavitt, repeated the statement that he did not .
-~ 6xpect that any refugees- would actually-arrive in Mexico. -

i
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: Following this telephone conversation I discussed
the matter with Abrahamson and Leavitt and George Warren.
I came to the following conclusion: :

1. That it is extremely important from the
point of view of the Hungarian question
to follow up the apparent willingness
of the Mexican Government to receive

§;gefugees and to make a formal offer to
' do 80. : K

2, 1In view of Landau's insistence and in viev.

~of my strong opinion that we can not

- ascertain the true situation by communica-
ting through Messersmith, 1 felt Leavitt
should go to Mexico Oity at once in order
to be able to report the exact situation.
Both Leavitt and Warren agreed with this
conclusion and Warren is proceeding to
makg necessary travel and passport arrange-

3, If the Mexican Government requires some
gort of guarantee I think that the War _
Refugee Board should make some such guarantee
as we have offered to make to the neutrals;
iJe., that the Board will make necessary

arrangements to finance the meintenance
and support of the refugees. 3

Following our conversation Leavitt called Hyman to
discuss the matter of his trip. Unfortunately, Baerwald
was not in the office and it was. considered necessary to
take the matter up with him, I spoke briefly to Hyman '
indicating my reasops for thinking it important that either -
he or Leavitt go to Mexico at once. Leavitt is returning
to New York today and a decision will be reached - tomorrow
morning. In the meantime, Warren ig making the necessary
arrangements, :




S "

On Thursday Mr. Leavitt called and said that he had
received a cable from Landau in Mexico City which gave the
text of the Mexican Proclamation as follows:

"The hospitality of our country toward persons of
other nationalities who, suffering from volitical per-
secution in their homeland, take refuge among us, is
traditional. Therefore, following this tradition, the
Mexican government will provide facilities for the
establishment of a colony of political refugees of
Israelite origin., The colony will be established in
a zone to-be determined, and will last only while a
state of war continues which prevents the refugees
from living in their place of residence, to which they
will have to return once the war circumstances or per- |
secution by totalitarian regimes has ceased. \

"It is understood that the group to be formed will
be made up in a large part by persecuted women and’

_children. They themselves, or relief organizations,

* will provide their maintenance, not.the government of
Mexico, which will only grant them for a certain veriod
the possibility of living under protection guaranteed
by our laws." :

o Leavitt stated that Landau had also urged that the War Refugee \
kS Board or some official of this government send a congratula-
Yory message to the Mexican government at once. I told
Leavitt that we could not do so until we had received the
official text from Mexico and Leavitt agreed. I then asked
Warren to send a cable to Messerschmidt asking him to cable
us the proclamation,  On Thursday and Friday I received
several calls from Muriel Levin of the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency asking us to send a message-of congratulations to
the Mexican government. I explained 16 her that we were
awaiting a copy of the proclamation from our Embassy in-
Mexico City. : : . }
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Ch y Leavitt called to state that he was
leaving for Mexico City that night. He wanted to know
what further thoughts I had about the matter and whether
the War Refugee Board would give a financial guarantee.

I repeated to him that in my judgment we should first
find out what all this involved. I indicated that, after
reading the proclamation, the possibility occurred to me
that perhaps it would not be necessary to give any finan-
cial guarantee at this time, and that the only time the
question might arise would be when refugeeg were ready

to go to Mexico. I stated, however,»thatégn his judgment

after surveying the situation he felt that some guarantee

is .necessary the Board would give consideration to making
some such general guarantee as we have given to the neutrals,
I indicated to Leavitt that we would want to.study the situ-
ation carefully since a guarantee in this case might involve
a bad precedent. Leavitt seemed to agree with my views.
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Ouersens Nefus Agency, Je. \
) 101 PARKX AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

MURRAY HiLL 3.29907

5 June 22, 1944

Mr. Lesser

War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Lesser:

Following 1s the text of the telegram which I
read to you over the telephone,
., N

"Aleman (Mexican Minister of Interior) collabora-
ting for free ports following Presidential approval

and working out concrete scheme for end of this week,"

Sincersly yours,

COB LANDAU
anaging Director

(.
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Tala Febasay rocelved in dus couran the Depsrimend ¢ eiy-
vular alrgraw of Febimary A9, 7130 poa., dnatrasting me to explore
th- the apprmrmta officlals of tho Forieng Ofrice the possi-
j‘uhny of Mexico's coll..noratmg with ths Visx Reluges Roard
thyrongh' the iasuamnce by.the Yexioan Qovernmant of & dsclavpiion .
of x\ﬂim pimiléy $o that made by the President of she Qnited ]

g -and by the lasuance by the Forwign 0ilfice: tiruekions
. ! T tha in- -
Jamary- 25,

in - sei iorth‘té i-‘na Fomlgn QE e
on of an ofrficlal character ir n ihs
‘.}m. :!mzw r sot. forth In my despatch

iho meanbime, thie Twbassy has received me Deparb-—
1iidential. aireulsy- airgram of Aprdd 15, 7-p.m;,
urther-to. its circuler sirgram of January 26,7 puar.,
m-)qu==nt cantwnications, aad informing _this Embasay
artaent has now authorined-tha consular-officsry in
to. dssus” up-to 4000 ruota immigration vlsas ts rufu-
noupto 16 years of g ¢ without repard to va aligiong

3 or'at&telnas status. Thn Dapariment stanes that th~
5901 this authorization  is %Yo faoilitata the ascaps i

-Switzerland of orphoned or abandoned children. by giving assur-
-2uces to -tho -Swiss Government that these children will not re-

maln in Switzorland after ths teraination of hoetillites in Europs.
The Dspartazent instructs ws to approach the appropriate officials
of the Yexican Qovernment in order to imform that goverament of
our action as set forth in our airgram wider referoncs, and to
request the Maxican Governhient to give assurance to thse Swiss Qov-
ernment of {ts acceptance up to a fixed number.of rsfugac ohildu
ron ina mannor gimilap to-that of our own government.

In this Embassy's airgran No. A-1348, of April 26, 11 a.m. 5
.nfomad tha Dopartment -that, although tha attitude of the

Hexiean Governmsat . with raspsct to. the reception of refugees has
besn falrly liberal, it § my-opinion that the Mexican Government
is not particulsrly” int»exoa d -in receiving &ny considsrsble num-
ber of refugees from Burops either- during or after tho wvar. I
stated:that’ ] had gathered the imprassion through confidential
conversatione from time to tims with high officlals of the Mexi-
can Qovernment when I have disdreetly oxplored this situation,
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that this is the attitude of the Yoriewn Government . ¥ there-
fore stated fn oy airgram thet the probebilitien wore thut thoe i
Maxicon Government, would rod he w.lling to comult Leeels. - T sied
stated thit sn order teo fecive anything like o favorable rocspm
tien, 1% would L& necessory 1o prepare the. phound esremiiy in
tho Hexican Coveynment end smcig: the igheat offieinls, mng that
I tskdng the upproprints staps t¢ this end. ' E

S I masure 1% is not neesepery for me 4o inform the Depart-
ment, of my deep intarast in this vefugée problem,  The Departmont -
1B awaye f.-::aﬂ{t' the eiveumsiencea of juy garviesn, both in the ield
an6 a the Bepartueni of Sipd heve brought me 4in clese centead
with ¥his probles % Le wwure that from the ory te-
glmiag of the fuwi & 1 : ® persogution of Jewe end
others begon on sush & v ‘301, I fook a vary detereined stend
viih regard to eve nlnatione and persecutions and have
oonstently in ny ofiicisld capncity, done everything ¥ conld 4o -
further the eteps. taken Ly our government and other governments
Lo alleviste the- situation in ¥aich 8o miny unfortunatey found-
themgelven. ' The DPyiurinent vfilt;{-ppreciu{_:e"j:nrefora that
vizw thy il\i".,-i.:{";i\"‘_} of Lhe Yrasident ap exrresrad in his exacy.
Jblve ordex sot¥ing ap the ¥ap Eez\agau'{iqeu‘t! with: conplete widoy-
standing -and sympthy, and - thet I wieh inovy offlolal. s rerponal,
¢aprolity to bo ae halpil in sareying threough the bbjactives of
bhe Roved and of e geserruond a8 oty be peonivla. ’

A ’wi‘;'l.rhllvu Leon spparent 50:-the Depaximens,, lzomwr,
froe pedespatoben do 15,781, of Fobrmupy B end 16,011, of -
Februanry 18, Oty woxy Lialfod eollnboration con ba srpastoed from
the Mexican Qovernnent i the relugee prebler. Babauwee. of ny :
deap tinterest in the refugee Froblen in goneral, i have nog falled,
dwriug the more thau two veers that I have baeen in Hoxico, to
otudy. the possibilitiey of Mexioo 15 roceiving refugeas from Furopa
during and after the wny, 1 have boen -in olose touch not only
with our officlal, but with our' private organizations in the

United States which apre endsavoring to aid refugoes, I have besn
in-olore fouch with e problem of -endenvoring. to find places
where such refugoes may go and to this end T have not : failed
during the pagt try yzars to explore this situation in Wexioo.

and I have mgret:’ulg%iad to cane to the conclusion that- Mexico
18 not likely o offer¥nciliti ee of refuge.for sny considerable.
numbor of refugess during or after the ¥ar. : ‘

L Mexico Vhao:« & fivly homogeuekérus population and up %o the
~present tine there has boen no evidence of rreial digorimination,
The Moxictn Govertuesnb has indioated coneistently that it desires




: tﬁtu situation to” oontinuew - Although it has maintained & rather
1iberal attitude with reapsct o certain types.of refugees, it
hag been vevepbive more prrtienlarly to refugses of Spanish ori:-
gin. The Departzent 1 awore that fxom the baginninga of the-
Spenigh Civil ¥ar; ¥axieo opened her doors.very freoly o .refugeos
from Spain of 211 typss of political oplnion. She racelvod refu-
gons of tho éxtrans Right and of the extrem: laft. - the regsived -
these refugees in very considarsble number and placed practioally
no limitation upon fhose endeavoring to enter Mexico, She rg-
ceived practiecally pll who desired to enter Mexico and who could
find facllitles foi leaving Spaln or who could sscuve shipping

- sccommodations . '

Mexlco also rageived a ocartain mubex of refugees fiom’
other countries nf Purope, inoluding many Jawe,: and she. made no
dloorimination with respect to raca or religioa suwong the rolu
sodg sné rocsived from other countries  Kexico, however, did
axorciso _the sane massurs of prudence exeroised by us in the is-
suhnce of vimas to refugees and sdaitted only those physionlly . |
it and who had no ériminal or other wifavorable record. . ihd : ) :
nuaber of refugses from countvies other-than Spaing- however, was . \
kept within the very definite limits ihat they sst by the imau-
anoca of visas of Moxican -consular-and diplomatie ofiloisls.

Al The whole-record in recent years has shown that Wexico -

was mora particularly interssted ln receiving refugees from
Spain than fros-othor couniries of Europs.

. = " More réoently, the restriotions on Mexiean diplomatio and
K ) acnsular officers have -baen so strict with respeot to the iassu-
! ) ance of visas tha% sho has been raceiving practically no-refugees : \

from any other country of Europs. The reason for this change of
polioy, even with respect to Spain, has been that the experience
of the Yaxican Govermment with a nobt inconsidarable part of these
rafugess has not.been too satisfactory.. So far as the Spanish
" rafugees are concerned, they have in many respects shown them- - : . ‘
selves moro adaptable to conditions in this country and have:in ‘ . .
) . many waya been able to incorporate themselves into the life of ‘ o
\ ‘the country.  Many of fhe%emgeu have been able to incorpor- e
) ats themsalves into the busifiess, professional, and working - \
class of the country.. Others, however, have mado very little ’
sffort to incorporate themselves into the 1life of the country.
and have carried on politioal discussion and polemic within the
country vhioh from time to time has become a source of: embarrass- -
“went and even concern to the Nexican Government. I a’number if

i
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oases various groups of Spanish refugees have brought a good deal
of pressurs on tha Maxican Government, to the point of enbsrress-
mant. . ‘

Unfortunately, some of therefugees from other countries
of Burope than Spain have not, through their conduct, favorably
influenced the attitude of the Uexioan public and the Yexican
Governaent towards refugecs in general. A good many of the refu-~
gees from countries other than Spain osme with falr amounts of
noney and thoy have, in & measure, instesd of starting new in-
dustries or new businesses, acquired an interest in or control
of businesses alresdy uubndud in Mextco and in Mexioan in--
dustry. I will revert to thle a little later, but thers is no doubt
that the attitude of some of the refugees in Mexico has uafavor-
ably influenced the Mexican public md this is reflected in the
Hexiocan Government.

The Department is aware that the Nexican Govermment has
been exercising & very strict control in genersl over the adaie-
sion of aliens, especially if they come to work. The Departaent
is aware that Ameriocan oltisens entering Mexico for the purpone
of saugaging in any gainful occupation, whather it be professional,

business, or otherwise, must sscure special authorisation, and
that this is granted with difficulty. In fagt, the attitude of
the Mexican Ooverrment in thie respect is far from liberel and
this applies to aliens of any nationslity and without raspect to
308, religion, or political opinion.

With specific reference to Jewish immigration, it my be
said that there is at presant no disoriwmination against Jfews in
Mexioco, although there is & fair nuwber in the capita) and in .
other industrial centers. The Jews who have come to Mexioo m
the last 20 years have engaged almost entirely in business and
have remained in the urban centers. Some of them have become
vory wealthy and a few of them very powerful. Soms of these
have not used either their wealth or their power with complete .
understanding. It sy be said, however, that up to this tims - -
there is no disorimination againat Jews and it has bemn my obnr-
vation that the Nexioan Government doss averything in its power
to avoid any such problem srising. My own cbesrvation would 1ead -

to the opinion that the Jews in Mexico, who are for the mosd
in comfertadls circumstances, are not particularly anxious
there should be any coneideradls Jewish immigration looopi-
by the Nexioan Governmmt, for they fear that it would lead o
m::; mhnummmmmmnuwmm

.
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T have given ths Departsent thie baokground as it is nsoes-
sary I believe to 8n understending of the attitude of the :
Yoxioan Governzsnt. In addition to thia, the Nexican Govarnasnt
doos not bellave that it Le in nesd of any consideradble femigra~
tion. The country hws a population of 20,000,000, of which the
overvhelwing nuaber live on a very low standard. Tha privary
purpogs of the Nexioan Govermnent ie to improve and develop in-
dustry end to increase agricultural production. It believes that
to do this Lt hus adequate population and that its flivat oblige-
tion 1o to ondeawor to provide & higher standard of living and
moro rdequate $mployment for ite present indigenous population.
The attitude fowards the reception of persons ospeoially quali~
ficd for technical operation is likely to ba liberslized, for
auch pernens wlll be nesded in the industrial and agrioultural
devalopment of the ocountry. : :

I have hositated to take up with tho Maxioan Government
direotly, mysolf, the Department‘’s oonfidentisl olroular airgran
of april 15 with regard to the granting of vieas by Woxican dip-
locatic and consuler offfcers in Switserland to refugse chiddren
Lecause I fear that the answsr will be negative if the approsch
15 made in thic way at this time. ¥ think there is a possibil-
1ty that £o far-ns refuges children are concernsd under 16 yeare
of age, it may be possible to get soms dogree of receptivity by
the Maxican Qovernment, although thers axe no orgealsations of
any %ind in dexioo which would be propared to undertaks the -dis-
tribution and the oare of thewe children within the countxy. Or-
ganisations such aa we have in the United States and in some
other countries vhioh oan handle a problem of this kind do not
exist horo. Tho fisosl problems which the lexican Govervment
already hias to foce and which it will inorsasingly have to face =
through tho docroase in revanue which is certain to ome with the
ond of the war will make i} reluctsat to acoept sny refugeasn,

Revertheless, in order to explore this oatter hefove mak-
ing any informal spprosoh, [ had sn informsl and confidential
and off-the-record cmversation with the Hinieter of Foreign Re-

" lations, Dr. Padilla s few deys ago. In this conversation I

raised the question of the President’s exscutive order and the
Tormation of tho War liefuges Bosrd, and the hops of our govern-
sent for the collabodation of other governments in this import~
sat humanitarisa work. The Ninister immediatsly referred o ny-
somorandus Wo. U6, of March 24 {copy enalosed) which he said

he had given careful consideration and had discussed with the - °
President. The Miuister seid that T was aware of the high humani~
tarien motives and sotuation of the President of Mexieo. The
President and the Govermment of Msxioo and he were awere of the
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high humanitarian motives and actuetion of President Roosevelt
and of our government. He was sure that from tho many oonversa-
tions which I had had with him on similar matters, I had no
doudbt conceming his own understanding of these refuges problems - -
and of his own desire to help as far as possible. He said that
our memorsndum, however, had ralssd & very real probleam for the
Mexican Government and he had not railed to disouss the matter
fully with the President. He eaid that ths Mexioan Government,
while it hoped to maintain its traditionsl policy of receptivity
to imaigrante and to those subject to political precccupation
and to refugees in genoral, was not in a position for the present
%o receive‘any further refugees. He called attention to the
large number of Spanish refugees they had received during the
Spanish Civil War and the problems which had been raised through
the presence of scae of theso refugees in Mexico who, beoauss of
their racial affinity, should bas easily assimilated. He called
attention to the considerable number of refugeses from other coun-
~tries of Burope who had entered Mexico and he said that for the
present the Nexican Government would not be in a position to make
such & deolsration as it had been invited to make, nor oomld it
give any assurances that it was a position to receive any

~ immigranta for the present or for the immediatsly foreseeabls
future, He indicated that any request for admission by any
speolfic group of rafugess from any country would have to be .
Tefused a5 the Mexican Governzent was not in a position, for-
ressons which my presence in the country mist have mads olear

to we, to receive any for the present. The Minlster said that

he wished to make Lt olear that they wers not olosing their doors,
but that the Mexioan Government must adhere for the present to .
its policy of receiving caly a very limited number of paople -
and those alwsys on the basis of speclfic instrustions iesued to
their diplomatic snd consular officers stationed sbroad.-

-7 -

1 could see that the Kinister was very snxious to col-.
laborate with us but that he was unable to say that his govern-
- ment could for the present do so. I could see that he was
regretful because in svery matter n which we have approsched
him for collaborstion in the inter-American and in the wider
world pioture, the Government of Mexico has besn collaborative
to sn unusual degree. It was quite clear, however, that so far
a8 refugees are cofterned, the Uexican Government i# not in a
position to collaborate for the present and for this resson I
do not believe that it would be advisable for the War Refuges-
Board or for us in any way to urge any measures on.the Nexi~
can Government. I do not believe that any swh efforts cn our
part or of -the War Refugee Board would have any usefulness and
T fear that they might have an unfavorsble effect.

a
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So faxr as the question raised in the Department's confi-
dentisl oiroular airgram of April 15 ia concernsd, affeoting
children under 16 years of age, I have made no formal approach
to the Mexican Government on this matter as I am confident from
uy knowledge of the situation here and from the reamarks of the
Miniater of Foreign Relations and from the obaservations of the
other officers of the Ministry, that the answer would be nega~
tive. I shall, however, endeaver in informal conversations with
the linister, to pursue this qrestion of the objeotives of the
Refuges Board further and at oy first opportunity I shall Yaise
this question of refugee children. : o

1 huve written this long report on this matter to ths De~

partment as I believe the matter is of sufficient importsnce to

warrant this full background and 1 have wanted it to be olear that

if there is no response so far am Mexioo is concerned, to the

aotivities of the War Refugee Board, it is not bscsuse this Em- - : . 1

bassy has not foreseen the prodlem which has arisen and with
- which the Board wishes to deal, for during the past few years, I ; \

have endeavored in such ways as I properly and discrestly could, .

to develop a fawvorable attitude toward the reception of refugess.

~  Reopsottuly yous,
0. ﬂ Masserantth

File 843-Far Refugee Board ‘ '
GSI;IW : ' . \

To the Depsrtment in Original snd 4 copies.

Enclosure: N E : o
Copy of Memdrandum No. 2461 of March - ‘ v
34. 1944, ! '




It will bs recalled that on Fobruary 11, there was left
with the 0fivisl Mayor of ths Ministry a pergonal zemorandim
respscting the establistment, on Jenwary 22, 1944, by an exeon-
tive ordar of the President of the United States, of a mo-oalled
War Refugee Board to take immediate sction for the reecue and
rolief of the Jaws of Durops and other viotims of enemy perssou-
tion. -

: The establishment of this bosrd reprosents the detoraina~-

tion of the Governmsnt of the United States offeotively to carry

out without delay the poliay to teks all, possible measures for

the epesdy rescue and rolief of the roefugees in Puropo. It i8

‘faly certain that this effort will not be-unilateral, and it is

- desired to uake olerr that it conbtinues to be the policy of the
Jovamment of the United States to encourage and participate in
offectivs cooperative offorts with other governments, The board,

of courss, will cooperate with all interested international organisa-
tion.q B

While olarifying the position of the GQovernment of the

United States with respect to this sntire problsm, it 1a desired
at the same time:to express the hope for cooparative aotion upon
the part of the Governmeat of Mexico. It is thought that the &0
4lon-taken by the Qovernment of the Unitad States oould be halp-
fully implemented through the iasuance by the Governsent of Maxi-
00 of & deolaration of policy similar to that mede by the Presi-
dent of the United States, : h ‘

Nexice, D,F., )larohgé& 1944
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February 16, 1944
. MENORANDUM
& v /
* * Polish Refugees in Mexico~—

nta Rosa Colony at Leon,
‘Guanajuato. (Status of
project as disclosed by files
of Visa Division, State
Department.)

1. The earliest \(ioownent in this file is a telegram dated
March 24, 1943 from Messersmith in Mexico City to Lehman which
stated that at Messersmith's suggestion the British and Polish
Ministers met with the Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs on March
23. The telegram refers to a previous letter from Lehman, It is
stated that no refugees will arrive in Mexico before the middle of
June. All agreed that if the camp could start with 500 it would be
helpful. .

2. On April 7, Hull telegraphed the American Consul, Bombay
(paraphrase of telegram 150, April 7, attached hereto), referring
to an agreement between the Mexican and Polish Governments, con-
cluded in 1942, by which the Mexican Govermment agrees to permit
the entry of a large number of Polish refugees from the Middle East
and India. The British Government initiated the project and the
United States has agraed to provide funds for the transportation
and maintenance of refugees after their arrival in Mexico. A com-
mittee in Mexico is endeavoring to arrange for the reception and
housing of approximately 5,000. The first group probably will conme
from Bombay by Naval traunsport. Hull requested the American Congul
to indlcate whether certain medical requirements could be completed
in India before the refugees sail, and the Consul was agked to report
personal data concerning each refugee.

3. On September 28, Travers wrote a letter to Joseph Maociejewski
(copy of letter is attached hereto). Apparently Haciejewski had sug-
gested bringing some of the refugees fron Mexico to the United States.
The Department felt that this would be unwise. o

4. On November 5, 0'Donoghye, Second Secretary of the Embassy,
Mexico City, transmitted to the Department a copy of a note, dated
November 3, from Dr. Wladislav Neumann, Polish Minister to Mexico,
setting forth his views concerning the refugees at Leon.- Dr. Neumann

B proposed that higher wages be paid to the refugees. (Coples of this

oorregspondence are attached hereto,) -

s




3 5. On November 9, O!'Donoghue transmitted to the Department a
copy of an article from "El Popular" dated November 6 which reported
that the refugees in the Leon camp have subjected the Polish Jews in
the camp {about 30 in all) to insults, assaults, etc., and that the
Polish Minister has done nothing about it. O'Donoghue stated thet,
in his opinion, the anti-Semitic feeling may have been aroused be-
ceuse the first group of refugees included 12 Jews who joined the
group solely for the purpose of goling to Mexloo with a view {o enter-
ing the United States. This group has ample means o support them-
selves and they:have been trying to obtaln separate quarters. |

6. On November 30, O'Donoghue transmitted to the Depariment
a copy of a letter dated November 30 from Eric P. Kelly, representa-
tive in Mexico of the Office of Foreign Relief, to Murray Latimer,
the Acting Director. Mr. Kelly suggested that a trained psychologist
or peychiatrist visit the camp at various intervals to study the con-
ditions of the refugees. Such a study would be helpful in post-war
rehabilitation work. (Copios of correspondence attached hereto.)

7. On December 8, O'Donoghue sent a copy of the School Budget
of the Santa Rosa Colony at Leon. This called for an expenditure
of 83,500 pesos for the months of November, December, and January. .
It was noted that the school has 700 to 1,000 children in the primary -
<and grammar schools. ;

8. The file contains a note that a letter from Herbert H.
Lehman to Hull, dated December 28, 1943, concerning. the Mexican-
Polish agreement for the reception of refugess-in-Mexlco,. is on file
at UNRRA. . -

9. On January 12, 1944, Mr. Ribble of the Department conferred’
with Charles Rozmarek, President of the Polish National Alliance of
U. S. of N. A., concerning a proposal to bring -100-150 Polish boys
from Mexico for training in the Alliance's trade schools in the United
States. Such training would equip the boys for the job of rebuilding
Poland after the War. Mr. Rozmarek was to confirm the conversatdon
by letter.  The file does not disclose whether such confirmation hasg
beeén received. (Copy oi.;& memorandum of conversation-attached hereto:)

- Attachments.
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MEMORANDUM O CCNVIRSATICM

% January 12, 1944

I talked with Mr. Charles Rozmarek, .President of
Fclish Hetional Alliance of U.S. of N.A, with offices
at 1514-20 West Division Street, Chicago.
The Polish Naﬁgonal Alliance has school facilities
in the United States chiefly of a trade school veriety,
which are not being{used br reason of the fact that
large numbers of 1ts student body have entered the Armed
Forces. The Polish National Alliance is interested in :
bringine from Mexico 100-150 Polish boys for training
with the ides that after this tralning they‘may be
returged to 'Poland vell-equipped to help in the rebuilding
of Poland. MNr. Rozmerek thinks the ages should be
14~-16 inclusive. He is anxious to get the réact;on of
the D;partment to his ‘plan and he 1is. also anxioué to~;
= know, if his plan is approved, whether it wiil be'pés-
sible to expedite visas or to use s group permit so. that
the boys may be able to work in the school,eariy'in
N - February. I understand. that time isr notrbfvtﬁévessence i
?% - however. ggﬁ - e . g
Mr. Rozmarek Impressed me favorably. His organization, ™
he says, "1s the largest organization of AmericanS of

Polish extraction in the United States and is well and

SUEE— @b . favorably knovm to the - Polish Embassy. He'1s to confirm

the conversation by letter. - ) : ‘

VD :RU:FDGRIBBLE :KG
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COPY

January 12, 1944

MEMORANDUM OF CONVIRSATION

B¥I talked with. Mr. Charles Rozmarek, President of
Polish National Alliance of U.S. of N.A. with offlces
Vet 1514-20 Vest Division Street, Chlcago.

~ The Polish Nationa} Alllanco has school facilities
in the United Statél chiafly of a trade achool variety,
vhich are not being used by reason of the fact that
large numbera of 1ta student body have entered the Armdd
Foroes, The Pollish Nablonal Alllance i3 iIntesrested in
bringing from Mexlco 100-150 Polish boys for training
with the idea that after this tralning they mmy be
returned to Poland well~aquipped to help 1hEtha rqbuilding
of goland. Mr, Rozmarok thinks the ages should be
14-16 inclusive. He 1s anxlous to get the resction of
the Department to his plan and e 1s mlso nhxioua to
mow, if his plan 1s approved, whether it will be pos=~
aible to expedite visas or to use a group ber@it so that
the boys may be able to work in the achool early in '
February. I underatand that time is not of the easence
however, ;

Mr, Rozmarek impreagiﬁ'me,ravorubly. 'His orgenisation,
he says, is the largest organization of Americans of
Polish extraction in -the United States and is Qoil and
rivornbly known - to thﬁ Polish Embasay, 80 1lAe6'oon:;rm

~the conversation by letter.

VD{RUIFDORIBBLESKG
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Mexico, November 30, 1943 \ 

AIR FMALL
No. 14519

SUBJECT: Polish Refuges Colony st Leon, Guanajuato.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Wasnington, D.'p.

Sir: v

With reference to previous correepondence in
connection with the location at Leon, Guanajuato of &
Polieh refugee colony, I have the henor to tranemlt
herewith the original of a letter dated November 30,
1943 from Mr. Eric P. Kelly, the resident representa-
tive of the Office of Forelgn Rellef and Rehabillita- :
tion Operatlons, addressed to Mr. Murray Latimer, the
Acting Director of that office. It would be appreci-
ated 1f Mr. Kelly's letter could be forwarded to Mr.

Latimer,

A copy of the enclosure 1s attached hereto for
the Department's records.

Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

&

Sidney E. O'Donoghue
gSecond Secretary of Embassy

Enclosures: )
Original and copy of 1ettg£§ae stated,

In Ozalld copy to the Department.
800
SEOD/ Jkm-
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( copy)

Embassy of the United States
o Insurgentes 106 =~
R B - " Mexico .City; Mexlco:

R Nov, 30, 1943 \

, Mr. Murray Latimer, Actling Direoctor : . .
.+ Offlce of Forelign Relief and Rehsbilitation Operations
"' Dept. of State, Washington, D.C, :

Dear Mr. Latimer:

In connection with an earlier suggestion of mine, and the
requeet of Mrij Bohdan Smejko, Polish Director of Colonia
Santa Rosa, that a study be made of the refugee type of
mind, and the nervous condition be enalyzed to aid in the -
work of rehabilitation in Europe after the close of the

wor, I am meking the suggestion that a trained peychologist
or psychiatriet vieit the camp for two weeks or 80 in order
to study the serious condition of people who have been in a
war zone for four or more years, :

My suggestion for thie particular plece of work is Professor
Tadeusz Karwoeki, who has been chairman of the Department of !
Peychology at Dartmouth College, Hanover; N.H. and has done

some brilliant work in this field, and speaks Poligh

fluently. : o

¥ Sincerely,

Eric P, Kelly
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In reply refer to.
VD

.

.
My dear Mri Macie jewski:

Your letter addressed to Mr, Hugh R. Jackson on
August 30 relative to bringing Poles in Mexico to the
United States hes been referred to me for a reply.

It 1s understood your inquiry relates to the group
of Poles who were recently brought to Mexico under a
special arrangement as refugees -from the-war area, As
Mr. Jackson informed you in his letter dated August 26,
this group 1is being well taken cars of in Mexico where
it is in e safe place of refuge. The group-came to
Mexico on its own volition and apparently.in accordance
with its desires, and it includes. a great many women B
and children,

It is believed that to dislocate any portion. of
any settled group in order to establish 1t In the United.
States forthe duration of the war: would not only be - :

" unwlse from the standpoint of its best welfare, but would

also upset the orderly carrying out of - those plans which
are belng made to care for large groups of refugees gtill
suffering from Axis  tyranny.

Since = 19538, when the first meeting of the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refugees was called at Evian,
France, the Government of tre United States has been
studying snd acting upon various proposals for:the
alleviation of the suffering of the persecuted peoples
in Nazi-controlled*countries.

In
Mr. Joseph Maciejewskl,

2700 North Seventy-fourth Place,
Elmwood - Park, Illinois.




et

In April 1943, a Conference betwsen representatives
of he Amerlcen and British Govermments was held at
Bermuda. YWhile it would not be in the interests of the
refugees themselves to publish in detail the full program
edopted at the Conference, it may be stated that. the
Conference report provided for the reconstitution of
the Intergovernmental Committee with broader jurisdic~
tion and power and with permanent headquarters in

.

London§ England. The Committee 1s an Intergovernmental
organization acting on behalrl of over thirty nations of
the world for the purvose of bringing all immediate and
practicable relief and rehabilitation to the oppressed
people of Europe. .

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-
governmental Committee was held in London on August 4,
1943, and another 1is scheduled for the near Tuture, for
the purpose of considering and acting upon various . !
proposals reletin: to all the phases of the problem of ' . \
bringing aid to refugees in Nazi-dominated areas.

Sincerely. yours,

. ... He Ko Travers
. . . - ] Chief, Visa-Division

I

VD:NMCC1BID . 9/28/43
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Paraphrase of telégram'lsoi Aéf;l 7, 1943; from Department
to Borbay. ' oo s .

On the initiative of the British Government the
‘Mexican and Polish Governments at the end of last year
concluded an agreement by which the Mexican Government
agrees to allow the entry into Mexico of a considerable
number of Pollsh .refugees who are now in the lMlddle East
and India.. The Government ol the United States has. - :
agreed to assisf the British Government in this humanitaria
undertaking to the extent of  providing funds for trans=
portation and maintenance of the refugees after their
arrival in Mexico. - :

A.conmlttee in Mexico 1s-at present endeavoring
to arrange <for-the reception and housing of these refugees
up to approximately five thousand, " The first groups of
refugees will be -composed of those now sassembled in your
district, -according. to present indications.: The Depart-:
ment 1s attempting, . through Navy to arrange. for the trans-
portation of the first-group on Naval transports coming
to-the United States. A transport:is “expected to sail
in ~the near- future from Bombay according to the latest
information. It is possible that for some time to come
this may be the only available transportdation. -

} In order that 1t may bs possible fﬁréomplete the
necessary examinations of a-certain number of.these

-refugees so that they may be able -to: depart on this

vessel, please indicate whether ths British medical
euthorities can with possible couopsration from the
American Military or Naval medicel authorities meet the
following requirements which must be completed before any
refugee. can be embarked: . :

1. That refugees and- their beloﬁgings be deloused.

2.  Tat  they be:given‘ajphysical examination
and.-found. free of contagious and comnmunicable dlseases,
including tuberculosisg%gd trachoma,

3. ihat they .be indculétéd for'fyphoid and
vaccinated against small pox. :

4. -They they be physically able to travel with
minimum medical attention en route. ’ .

Blanket medical certificatds should Bezisgued for the

... group, listing names, covering the requirements .in

2, 3 and 4 above.
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% Kindly report the following after consultation with
the British:

In your best judgment the number of refugees who
can be prepared for acceptance on board Navy vessel
éxpected in Bombay in the near futurs,

If because of lack of compe tent medical service,
physical requirements, or other controlling conditions
in Neay East, the selling of a first group of refugees
does nbt prove practicable late April, in your judgment
when and how many would first and later shipments seem

possible in the event shipping becomes available later
on.

Furthermore, the following information about each
person to be embarked should be communicated by airgram:

1. Kame .
2. Sex
S Age

4, Marital status '
5. Place of previous residence in Poland |
6, Pre-war occupation
® 7. Whether accompained b: family, relatives or
traveling alone.

We suggest that above lists be prepared British authorities
- for transmission by you. Please repeat to Tehran and Karachi

for possible comment and for their information. ‘ N
o ¢ HULL i
L - A




