/;(‘,-—r, el /e S A ,”ec-}/'a[ jv\’{ﬁ’:j-‘“/f“')v\.&w&/C’a)rnm,‘:f(_- ¢
-.(" - ,eé_y(qt o) x)v‘f}/;',;»‘,j Cocz/pgr»?’::uyx /0/ / ﬁla{lf 2

RS R /x"',fz’/-\cr?‘_f




~ \\

D

DMH-144 ' : ) PLATN - .- QQ 87

London

Dated July 29, 1944
. Rec'd 11 p.m,-

Secretary of State

Washington

6054, Twenty-ninth

Director Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees
requests ftlallowing message be transmitted to War .
Refugee Board: .

We have been given copy of cable sent to World

Jewish Congress by Dobkin and Weissman from Portugal

" regarding Jewish children in France. We. understand

Jewish Congress in America has approached or will
approach Var Refugee Board. Our views at present are
as followsi 7 :
First real difficulty is to get children _éut-or
France, Approaches made by Swiss vae;jnﬁiéhﬁ:bﬂrom", 7
behalf a fev months ago failed, Ve would favour: fur-
ther approach by International Red Cross. Sec&nd if
children can be got out of Franse we had assu:r'anc,eéxr :
first from United States Government that its iiffé;" to
take 5,000 children still held good and si.milarly from
Canada for its offer of 1,000. Prima facle therefore

homes




Seened desirable to seek priority for them with American
and Canadian Govornments,
vhen we discussed the matter several months ago with
\'Iorld’ Jewish Congress and then independently with Schvartz
we understood that even if the former could not supply
funds about which 1t held out prospects the Joint Disw
tribution Committes would certainly be willing to assume
responsibility for maintenance, As -this would be for
only short period there should be no difficulty. Fourth
vie have no information»whether Weiseman's present proposals
have been made in collaboration with the Joint; if not we
think 1t most desirable that they should come into the
scheme. Only immediaste action required appears to bé . X V ’
approach by International Red Cross to French autho.l'itiés;'
Ue are quite ready to take this up with Genevaﬁ :eifhor ‘

indepen\dently or jointly with Tar Refugee Board,"

HTM

cec:

.-

homes would be available for 3,000 children if they
reached Spain or Portugal but this might be subjest to

adjustment if many children got out of Hungary and it

#6054, Twenty-ninth,. from London

Third as regards maintenance

Lo

VINANT

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y), Abrahamson, Akzin,
Borenstein, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, Marks, McCormack,
Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Weinstein, Files .
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San Salvador, El Sglvador, July 10, 1944

t

No. 1805
¥

SUBJECT: InteﬁiGovernmentul Committese on Refugees.,
3R
7 Woflofosze, Tond

The Honorable 7
The Secretary of State %:éaékkg) .

Washington /72/0(4/ o 2 )
Sir: . C - /

With reference to the Department's circular E;fZgram B
of December 10, 133, with regurd to the problem of -
refugess from Nazl tyranny, I huve the honor to transmit
herewith a translation of a self-explanutory note from the
Minister for Foreign affairs, dated July 7, 1944, which has

been received by me today:

>

"NATIONAL PALKCE:

3an Balvador, July 7, 194k, T
MINISTRY OF FORSIGN RELATIONS s
REPUBLIC OF ZL SaLVADOR, C.a. b

DIPLOMATIC SECTION
A-855-D~1479

i
1

Sir:

With refervnce to your Kmvassy's esteemed note
no. 217 or December 11, 1943, I have the honor to
bring to your knowledge the contents of a-comminica=-
tion which this Foreign Orfice is sending touay to

" the Honorable Dirsctor of the Inter-Goveramental Com- ,
mittee on Refugees, 11 Regent Street, London, 3.W.1,
which says: ~'3ir: Referring to your esteemsd note
of May 25 last and other communications in which you
invite El Salvador to become a member of the Inter-
Governmental Committee on Refugees, I inform you that
the Government of this Republic regards with deep
sympathy the noble efforts carried out by that .

Institution to save, maintain and transport all those
persons whom the fury of war'has turnsgd from their -
homes. The jolnt work to this end, of the United

N States, Great Britaln and the Soviet Union deserves i
warm approval; but the adherence of this Government
requires legislative authorization with respect-to the i
sharing of the administrative expenses of the Committee...

We must, therefore, to our regret, wait until in one e
of the ocoming years.there is included in. the Budget an S

. appropriation for the saild humanitarian purpose, Ac= K
cept my distingulshed consideration. JULIO E; AVILA.V ’

DE ¢ : ;

CLASSTFIED - |
State Dept. Letter, §1 322’0 ,‘97?- N I - » 7 ) \ o

! By R.-H. Parks Dat0 " e




AR MalL N -2 -

I renew to0 you, 3ir, the assurances of.my.dls=.
tinguished consideration. ) T

/3/ Julio E. avila

Honorable Gerhard Gade
Chargé d'arfaires ad interim
of the United States of hmerlca,
San Salvador."

Respecﬂfully yours,

2 ( L {rv:uu PR Y
e ’
i Gerhard Gade
Chargé d'Affaires a.l.

711\
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Telephone :  ABBEY 6593-4—6467-8.

INTERGOVERI\iMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES.

Our Ref.:
ur Ref.: TG/ 242/564 : 116, REGENT STREET,

Your Ref.: Py oD, LONDON. S.W.1.

Lth July, 194k

Dear Jim,

Tn order that the War Refugee Boaud, os arranged in April, may
have a general view of our work in addition to the information vhich is
shared with you by the Department of Stote on individual matters, as they

! erise, it is our intention to provide you at the end of each month with a

summary of our salient activities and plans, and also more specific letters i
as occasion requires. The initial summary would heve been vritten shortly
after my return on lst June if I hod ot had an acute and drawn-out attack
of neuritis. :

Vie have received the Board's weekly renorts for lgy 22-27,
liay 29-June 3, and June 5-10, as well as copies. of the Presi’_dent's cable~-
gram and memorsandum of 8th June concerning the Emergency Refugee Shelter,
ard his message to Congress of 12th June. You have our congratulations
for the admireble work which you are doing, and our assuraonce that we !
shall consistently recognise the confidential nature of certein items ‘in l
your revortse ' '

Mr. Albert ;Abrahamson,

War Refugee Board, o - ) . 'E
VIASEINGTCH, D.C. ' :
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Before dealing vith substantive matters directly concerned with
refugees, may I repeat what Sir Herbert and I said while we were in
Washington - that we are very grateful for the frankness and cordiality
vith which John Pehle, yourself, Joe DuBois and other members of the
Board's staff joined us in clarifying relations between our two organisations
and in discussing rescue and relief questions generally, We are also
grateful to Secretary Horgenthan, Secretory Hull and Secretary Stimson for
the personal interest which they evidenced, amd for securing from the
President the financiel allocation for our vork.  Sir Herbert reported
these results to the Executive Committee leeting held on 26th lay, amd I
should like to quote from the minutes of that meeting: "The Executive
Committee, by resolution, confirmed the arrangement between the Intergovern-
mental Committee on Refugees and the War Refugee Board, as stoted in the
letter from the Dircctor to . Pehle, Director of the War Refugee Board,
dated lith April, 1944, and the latter's reply dated 17th April, 1944, It

vholehcartedly approved the offer of cooperation with the Wer Refugee Board,
made on its behalf by the Director. "

lfiss Biehle, our American resident representative, who officially
began on 26th June her liaison work with U,N,R,R. A, headquerters anl the
American private organisations, has reported on the establishmen} through
your office, shortly after I left, of the special deposit account of
1,775,000 in the Treasury, under the neme of the Imtergovermmentel Comumitbee
on Refugees, We are once more very grateful for the prompt arrangement
of these facilities. Our Executive Cormittee has now ratified all the .
American financial formalities, and owr finegice officer, Mr, Hughes, is

forvwarding the necessary resolution ete, to the Treasury through the American
BEmbassy here.

You have doubtless learned through the State Department that we are
busy preparing for our plenary session, vhich is scheduled to open on the
15th August. It will be concerned primarily with the sdoption of general
rules ard financial regulations, and the election of .an enlarged exzcutive
comnittee; but it will also afford an opportunity for Sir Herbert to expkin
to the delegates of the thirty-eight govermments now members of the
Intergovernmental Committee sanething of the present and future
responsibilities of the Committee under its enlarged mandate, and for the
delegates to discuss generally the vast internationael humanitarian task
represented by the European refugees.,

Regarding the credit scheme, I was - as you know - planning to see
Joseph Schwartz of the Joint Distribution Committee on my way back to London,
in order to have everything in readiness for -the anticipated ‘approval of the
American and British Govermments; but he had to go earlier than he expected
to ITtaly and the Eastern Mediterrancan, Ve kept in congtant touch vith
the American Embassy amd the Foreign Office in respect of the American
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Govermment's reply, and - just before John Pehle's request that Sir
Herbert inform him as to the status of the scheme wos received at the
Embassy - we presented to the Embassy a request that the reply might

be hastened. The Embassy immediately cabled the Desartment and the Jar
Refugee Board, and a week ago reported that the reply hed been delivered
to the British Embassy in Washington.  The Foreign Office renorted to us
early last week that the reply had arrived in London, and was being dealt
with immediately - with every prospect of early affirmative action, As
soon as final approval is given, we shall communicate with you, and with
the Joint Distribution Committee headquarters - as arranged with them
before I left - and they will inform Schwartz (vherever he may then be)

of the ircreased credit basis available, in order that he may in twrn
immediately inform the broper persons, if he can possibly cormunicate with
them before roturnirg to Lisbon, Then, at his Pirst opportunity, we shall
arrange Jor hin to visit London for detoiled -discussion - this appearing
to us morc desireble, all thin:s considered, than having me go to Lisbon.

Learwhile, we have Leen approached by the Chief Rabbi, by the
Central Couneil for Jewish Refugees, by the Board of Desuties of British
Jews, and by the Agudas Israel organisation, with the request that we tell
then of any additional way by vhich tney might render irmediate practical
aid to their Tellov-religionists in Axis or occupied territory. e have
coifidentially cutlined the credit scheme to a few leaders, and have
already received a cheque for £5,000 from the Central Council for Jewish
Refugees.  Under owr new mandate of last August, we are empowered to
receive and disburse private as well ag public funds; ahd such private
funds as we have now veceived will be used as it is planned to use the
covermertal funds wiich may become avoilsble to us. But, in order that
bublic anl .rivate funis may be kept quite geporate, we have alrealy
established a new account unier the title of "Voluntary Relief Muna",

Immedlately on his return from the United States and Canada in coarly
Lisy, Sir lerbert resumed those contacts with varicus British departments,
the diplamatic resresentatives of other governinents, the International Red
Cross cte., which have bulked large in our work since the reorganisation
of the Intergoveramental Comaittee last swmers It is through such contacts,
often informel, that we have done a good deal of that part of' our work
vhich concerns preservation within anl exit from Axis and oceupied arcas,
A case in point concerns a matter in which your reports show that you have
been very much intercsted - naely, American and British assurancas to
neutrals for their maintenance of refugees. Ve have been dealing with
tis matter in respect of Sweden and Switzerland singe early last autumn,
formally or informally as circumstancoes dictated, aud I may report io you
confidentially that Sir Herbert had something to do with the affirmative
reply waich the linistry of Economic Warfare has nede to your .recent
sroposals.

{
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Turning now té work with refugees who have reached or been discovered
in liberated or other safe areas, you will be glad to know that our resident
revresentative in Italy, vith headquarters recently transferred to Rome,
has been heartily welcomed by the Internees and Displaced Persons Sub-
Comnission of the Allied Control Commission, and is busy with ellfsnner of
duties. His staff includes one delegate of the Joint Distribution Committee,
two delegates of the American Friends Service Comnittee, and two delegates
of the British Friends Ambulance Unit. In view of the reference on page 4
of your report for June 5-10 to "temporary refuge in Palestine" for refugees
evacuated from Italy, we are enclosing a copy of our representative's report
on how the first movement of 571 from Itely to Pelestine wes accomplished.
This was a result in some measure of the arvangements it was possible for me
to make with the Allied Control Cammission in Naples in February, with the
Palestinian Government and the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem in March, and with
the Allied Force licadquerters in Algiers in April. Qur representative has
been instructed to aid in every way possible the rescue of refugees still
north of the battleline in Italy, and those in Yugoslavia who may became
accessible as the northward march of the Allied armies goes on; in this
connection, we have just rcceived a detailed report from Zagreb on the
refugees located on the island of Reb and elsewhere in that area, and are
forwerding it to owr representative in Italy. Ile hos been instructed to
cooperate wholeheartedly with your representative in Italy, and he reports
that he is doing so.

Vle have appointed as our resident representative in French North
Africa, M. Valentin Smith, formerly Governor of Gabon; he hes alresdy visited
the Fedhala cemp, and will assume full duties in a few ays., He vill, of
course, be given complete information about our relations with the War Refugee
Boaxd, about Ackerman, and about your activities whichare relevant to North
Africa.  The French Committee of Naticnel Liberation, when I was in Algiers
in April, informally egreed to our proposal that the two Amcrica{g ¥riends
Service Committee delegates remaining in North Africa should work under our
auspices, and we are now sble to ask for formal approval. It is reported
here that, in addition to the 38 refugees who were transferred from Spain to
Fedhala in late May, about 200 were moved last week, and the residue of 500
will soon be moved.  Apparently, with its Amerdican. eppropriation passed,
U.N.R,R.A. 1s ossuming responsibility for the camp;.and we.ure assuming our
responsibility for immediate efforts leading to the onward movement of the

refugees from the camp to permanent homes.

Sir Herbert has been continuing his long-standing activities in
connection with the 1500 refugees who have for some time been .on the island
of Hauritius, The basic difficulties are that they will not durirg the war
have the opportunity they wont to enter Paleéstine, and that detention is a
nsychological irritant, But, as you will see from.the enclosed copy of a
report just received, the administration of the cemp’is go conducted as to

reduce so far as possible the irevitable effects of deténtiocn.

|
|
|
]
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During the last two months, a great deal of Sir Herbert anl
re Kullmann's time has been devoted to discussions with military
authorities and with the staff and technicel advisory commission of
the Displaced Persons Division of the U,H,R.R.A. office here. Amoryg
the matters on vhich they have becn working most are the followings-
(1) the multi-lateral sgreemcnt of the Continental allies concerning
the mairtenance and repatrietion of internationally displaced persons ;
(2) the administrative framework within which U, NeR.R,A,, at first under
the ary and then on its owvn, will co~ordinate the handling of such
nersons; (3) the definition of various sroups of non-repatriables and
the distribution of responsibility for them among the military, U,N,R.R.A.,
the national governments and the Intergovermmental Committee ; and
(&) the developing of a system of registration and family-tracing and
comunication, based on the International Red Cross records and information
burecenx in the various nations. Kullmann has been examining the various
aspects of refugee travel documents. His conclusions support vhat we saicd
in Vashincton, namely, that goverments are very unlikely to allow any
anthority but themselves to issue them, and thet their main value would be B
not for internal purposes, e.g., identity and protection, but for the
purpose of travel from one country to another. There is considerable
scope for the vider adootion by governments of a uniform travel document s
and we may be able to bring the matter up before the plenary session, e
will keep you informed about this,
With relation to resettlement possibilities, the most important |
item is Sir Herbert's visit to Canada on his way back; hé had very full
and encouraging discussions with both government officials and fiembers of
private organisations. (Incidentally, on his recomueniation, the Canadian
Ccovernment is extending to Tangier the application of its Spanish and
Portuguese activities.) Since retuwrning, he has hed some discussion on 5
Rhodesia, and I have had some on Ethiopia. &

This brings our best personel wishes to you all.

Yours sincerely,
Cortrs e By S Thodrr—

Patrick Murphy Malin
Vice-Director.
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"INTER GOVERNMENTAL COMMITIEE - . =

ON REFUGEES N
o/0 HEADQUARTERS ALLIED GONTROL COMMISSION - e, S . .
et M B T .-
REFERENCE : ICCR/PAL/3. - .. .. 30 May 194 -
FROM : Resident Representative in Ital&.,v I.G.C.R.
70 i1 8ir Herbvert EmerSon, Director, I.G.C.R. Lon{ n(
SUBJECT + Pirst Settlement overseas of Stateless Refugd 87573 St
effected through 1.G.C.R. instrumentality. W& gin=
1. Deparxture of Convoy. \
I confirm my telegram No 3 of 29 May 44 which reported that 5T
Sionist Jews had been embarked for Palestine, and are now on their
way there,
2. Ressons for. length of his Memorandum.
As this ia the initial operation of its kind effected at the
instance of and under the auspices of %he 1.G.C.R. and in a not
-inconsiderable degree with its assistance I propose to dsal
with this first venture in some dztail,
ind this for three reasons, because, firstly: I feel you would
wish to know what the dsspatch of -this selected group of
immigrants invoved: secondly, the full particulars given herc
should eneble fuiuie reports on any: subsequent similar operations
to be comparatively laconic: and thirdly, the recital may sexve
to prevent ithe recurrence of' avoidable errors and promote ideas -
and suggestions for dealing more adequately with future shipments.
3. Situation and Preparations proviovws o my srrival.

There have been in S.Italy with little variations of nuabers
since owr occupation cared for and mainteined by the Internces

1&0PS/C and Disploced Persons Sub-Cormission, Jewish refugeés located in

Ferramonti Camp some 850, at Di Bagni .some 500, and in the Bard
Traneit Cemp nearly 200. Apart from these there have been .
groups greater or smaller living scettered inside and nearithe -
towmg of BARI, SALERNO, POTENZA, FOGCGIA, BENEVEITO, TREBISACCE . it
etc, besides youths in 2 fgricultural training centres. :
With conmunications slow and dirfficult, it was &:hard task for
those toncerned to keep in constont touch with. these. d.spersed
bodies, - . ) R A TR - '
The”Jewish people, always practical,: formed a.Joviish Emigration
Committee (J.E.C.Jin S.Italy, with 4.4s conbre at Bari, embracing
141 menbers in all, dispersed between other cities and carps. %
In Pebruary the Vice-Director of the I,G.C.R, Mr Puf, Malin .
visited Bari, and the Colmittoe, inspired by the hope of an
eventual emigration, set about making & proliminary sclection of
Sionist would~be emigrants, with five priority classes (i) those
for whon Certificates had been allocated in the past, even-
though Certificates had never reached them: List.A 53 : List
B 1M:i.e. 64 in all, (1i) those with a husband or-a vife in.
Palestine (iii) parenis with 2 or moro children in Palestine
(iv) Youths: piloneers trained for fayming (v) well lmown:old
stager Sionists, : o o
This sclection was far advanced when in Mid=ipril Mr Shertok,.
the Head of the Jewish Agency, wes authorised by A.F.H.Q. North
Africa to visit S,Italy. It was understood he would select the
first 300 "Certificate holdors", ’ B
Actually he -remained a vory short time in S.Italy and .dologated’
his authority to a Mr Serini who worked with the J.E,C. &t Bari
for a while, when he too went off (%o the United Kingéom)e
Thus on vy arrival at Bari on the 11th May (I reached Italy =
Naplea ~ on 30 April) there was the 300 Family Heads Tis} alrcady
signed) by Serini, while there was & further 800 Family Heads Liat
: (dravmup eseseonse




drawn up) B .
drovm up, whigh he.had scannod and alao authontioated by his - . ’ -
signatwra. o S - R h
The Officer who had been throughout in. the clogegt touoh wifh tho . . S
J.E.C. and to whom they looked for advice vas Oaptain L.J, Korn, . .
an American Amy ©fficer of the I&DPS/C, It wollkd be impossible
to find anyone moré: solfleasy wore sylpathotic about the probleins

_involved or mora aingle wminded. Although he hag no roacial or aother
_comeetion Wwith-the Jows , He is hedd in great afféction. and rospoct

by thewm all, and can spexk thelir oommon language - German. . ¢

He explained to me that thero were 5t11l some doubtful cases: that
soveral dubious maryiegds Were talking place; s0 that prosumed

bachelors were marrying in haste single women over 18, and thus "savd!
certificates’ for others: and ‘abové all that the -instruotions from ... .
Palestine rogowding mubers wore not clears ; T T

bee Uncertainty vegarding :Ln:z.t_r\\ction's in respact of the
Numbors of Fmigrant Hends 'of Vambliose e

(a) Uncortainty roghrding the Instructions ) .

The instructions regarding both fhe nuabers ond the cotegories of
tHe total. to be admitted hovo-proved o Lo confusing: and despite
much study of theim, no one here is coimpletely clecor as to what was
intendod. : ’ : :

(b) Doubuful Points in the Insruotions

ia; Was the total to ba 300 or 5137 SR

'b) ‘those on the nominal lists fumished by the Palestine
Authoritics - Jdst A 53 nanes: List B 11 names: viere considered as
effectively on the priority lists, even if they had no proofs of :
their certifiocatos. But 4if such persons were still in Axis torritory
were their places to bo taken LY others waiting here in liberated
territory? ) . ) :

(¢) -VWas the "dslegation” ofsauthority ‘to ohdose tho iwalgrants
given by Mr Shortok to Mr Serini, to invest the latter(who. dwring:
these crucial weeks has boon abnent in England) with-absclute -
overyuling powvers? - L TR e -

*(d4) How were othor- substitutes to e’ gliosen for ‘the vacancics %3 -
caused (i) by those who have changed their mind, (34} by recent
marriages absorbing "Heads of Panilies" {single womon-over 18). (1)
by illness (4v) by onlistment in the ¢zech or othex -Aruies, and so on.

(o) Decisions hken on-doubbful points. -

On' ny advice and -awthority “the' looal. Ball~styled Jevish ;
Fnigration Committec has conformed to the following-doolskons: [
Eag The Loads of Familics total is not %o exceed 500 in principle,
b Whatéver the number of cases of Cortificates grented to- o oo
~  persons still in Enemy territories, an equal number of Hends of'
Families present here shall benefit and be allovied to leave Tor
Palestine, R B . . L e S
(c) vir Serini's list hos becn respected subject to ghanges. savged
by subsequent vacanciess o . R i
©{d) The list of. 1)rii5ri‘dy for Ersatz or subititute emigrents dravm
up by the local Jewish Baigration Comnittee has been utilised as a
basis for rilling new vacancics, subject to an overriding dushority
that I hove owarcised when there s ‘a doubt and-dppenl usde to mes

-2 - Decision %o $ond Convoy avay, as SO0n 55 pospibles

Tt took me some days to understand what was apparently holding wp

. - the final decisions, Bub the I&DPS/C vory helpfully. ‘aocepted my -
somewhat anomalows position of Representative of the I.G.C.R. as that
of-‘an offigial with buthority to meke decisions in. respect jofstheso

emigrants %o Palestine. . L :
) R (8ince I-conceived seess




{Since-1 conceived ..
.

Since I conceived the rols and policy of the I.G.C.R. as having carly
and final setitlement of the Stateless persons as its foremost aim, I
sent you my telegrom of the 14 May stating that 300 Hedds of Families'
should be leaving for Palestine at the end of May.

In the sequel it was found that the implementing of this decision
entailed an exceptionally rapid effort,

Dates of Seiling.

I was confidentialy informed that there would probably be a convoy

about the j1stMay/1st June: and on Satwrdny 20th May I set out by

car from Bari for FERRAMONTI Camp, near Cosenza, with Mr David :
A«F.8.C. -artley, of the' American Friends Service Committes (A.F.5.C.) who had

onlj joined me 3 days bofore. We reached the Camp in the early \

evenlng,.

Procecdings at the Camps - Ferramonti.

“here were there sone 850 Jews, of whom over 200 were on the sclected
list. The American Commandant of thé Camp Lt. GARCIA helped us
prepare the programme for the following morning 21st May, when we
called togeother first the Sionist emigrénts to their Asscembly Hall,
all the procecdings at Ferramonmti and later at Di Bagni were in
Gornan,

0.0, After giving the backgromd of the Allied Control Commission (4.C.C.)
and of the I.G.C.R. I explained to the audience that there was a
probubility of a sailing at the end of the month or early Jwe: that
they should prepare: baggage would be limited to some 150 1bs for
each adult:that no currency could be taken out of the country, and
that as the compensation to be given for Qccupational Lira's involved
a delicate financial problem thsy would have to sign an undvrtal-.;ng
to accept whatever compensation the A.C.C. might indicate.

To overcome their natural reluctonce to accept compensation to be
fized later and unilaterally, I reminded them that by ‘fleeing from
Gernan persecution into the lands held by the American and Brl tish,
they had voluntarily entrusited us with their lives and honour, and
tihat now they were only being faced with.-having confidence in our
Guvernments as regards their money.

When the time came later, all handed over their currency quite happily.

Substitutes or ERSATZ Brigrants. Yoo e

Then the Substitutes were addressed, as clearly tiecre would be persons ] '
falling out, and substitutes or ERSATZ Baigrants needed: a group of a ]
Tew families had been selected, -soime 4O from throughout §.Italy, of
whon about 12 families in I‘erramontl. I told these people the situation
and said that they were free to take a chance and go down with the
others to'the oventual Transit Cemp for Bmbarkation.. They must clearly .
understand that though called, they might not be chosen, and would have
to retumn to Ferramonti in uhau case. All except two families accepteds
Subsequently I spoke to the remeinder of the Camp, less those already
addressed. I cxplained the keen and growing interest of the I.G.C.R.
in their present welfare and fiture settlement: new-bshabathe War had
first priority, but that they were not forgottenil thﬂt NOW this was &
flying visit - and I pointed out their - comparat:u.vt, - Well 1bc:.n(; in- the
Ferramonti Ceinp.
A rather distinguished elderly Jew then made an eloquent spoech :
heartily applauded, which onded with the words; - . —
B "This is the day of the greatest disappointment of uwur 11vcs. the .
imerican and British Governments spenk fine words, ‘but do nothing,
except allow an insignifioant contingent to enter Palest:.no , bub not
the Stetes or a part of the British Brpire"s -
I thought matters should not rest there, so I briefly compl:.mcntcd the
speaker on his eloquence; pointed out the happy life the German Jews
had Led in Germany

(until on oro.tor...... :

;
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(until an opator..

until an orator with ohildiskly inaxact mocusations had by Hs - -
eloquence turned all the Gormana ageinst tne Jews, I
That eloquence basad on falae promisos had Béen their undoing: and 1 - ;
asked should they cease to trust the two countries, now proteoting

them, merely because both of thom engaged in this life and death
struggle of this world wide war could not simultancously perform
‘niracles for what later may bo millions of homeless and Stateless?

The meeting Ly its response appeared to come back to .earth again,

That evening at Cosenza I was told the sailing dote 30th May was likely.
So t:e next day at a further mecting all due to sail were told to stand

by es from Thursday 25th May: and all signed a form drewn wp declaring =~ =

their complote readiness end desire to go to Palestinds ~
Ghange of. Dato. '

We set off for the Camp at S.Maria di Bagni, but were held up at
Paranto. There I thought it best to get the. sailing date further
confirmed by Movements: and to our discomfiture heard it had been put
forverd, and that all should be aboard late on Friday 26th, with a very
faint possibility of delay until Saturday 27th. ) . .

I decided it would be best to go ahead even if only some 250 lieads of
Families could be collocteds . .~ ! ‘

Cawp,_a% Di_Bagni.

With several minor changes, and with no time to address all the
inmates of the "Camp" (really a sumner resopt seaside village, pleasant
unfurnished villas) the same prooedure was followed as at Forramonti,
and signatures obtained of all those on the list and desirous to sail.
The usual crop of individual hardship cases came up for scitlement,
while here too & further batch of ERSATZ emigrants wore listed, and
agrecd to stand their chance by coming to the Embarkation Transit Camp.

Preparations before Gollgotion at Transit Camp.

On the same day 25rd May the IDP3/C in the person of Lt Colonel
Tothergilll on behalf of Colonel Findlay, the Director, had issued
urgont orders regarding the movement on Thursday the 25th of
approxiimately 300 Jows from Ferramonti, 150 fronm Di Pagni and 120 from
Bari Camps to the Brickfields (Bwbarkation Transit Camp) at Taranto.
Mr Howard Wriggins of the A.F.S.C. who had come t6 work with me, had
reached Bari the day before, and was despatched straight away on the
25rd to Ferramonti Camp to assist the Commandent in the accelerated
preperations for departure, He and Lt Gareia collected. againgt rocolpt
the currency handed in by the refugecs, while the DES/C sent-a Finance
Officer to Di Bagnl on the samc errand, o

Ab _the Embarkation Transit Camp.

-The contingent collcoted from, at, and around Bari and from near

Naples, and notified very diligently and in time by the J «E.C, left by -
-train on the morning of Thursday 25th: the Di Bagni, group, left the

some mornipg by train, and the Ferramonti growp that aftornoon, also

by train. - oL

They arrived the first two, in. tho afternoon of Thursday, the Ferremonti
section on Friday morning all at Tarento, whence they wdre brought by
“lorries to- theBrickfield" Camp.

The accommodation for the 570 o0dd persons was on the floor of the

huge upper room, .of a still more huge one hall building, whore some
2000 Ywgoslav refugeca woro camped on. the grownd floor.. . . .. -
- Straw -and blenkets wero provided by the A.C.C. .as also hot 'sow and
adeguate food during their stay. The newcomers soon: camped ‘_.‘.hgr.mg%vc_ss

. amQng their belongings end utiered no con@la%nts_s;bout _tpe_ rigcesSSarily
_soewhat primitive accommodation.. - . . - . .
: © 7 ( Lists.




( Lists. e - e . .
Lists.

From Friday morning onwards there was a perfeot orgy of lists, 4o.be
made, 2ll at dop pressure. First all the refugees had to bo
1tlent1uud in due-order, and handed their BEmbarkation Travel Cards,
-to which the official numberon the Mominal Roll could not yet be
added. A few of the more independent refugees were still d.m.bblmg
in on their own. Then all the Ersatz or Substitutes were colled up -
separately and identified, but not issued with DTravel Gards. . 4
After this the list of all the individuals from the varjous-ommps eto..w w::"
‘had to Le sorted, and a definite figure established to show how many
were wmissing and how many BRSATZ nembers cowld be aduitted.
This figure was finaly cstablished at 29 Heads ‘of Families. These 29
individvuals were thon chosen after coreful deliberation with the
representatives of the J.E.C, from among the whole Brsatz list. \
On this an Alphabetical Nominal Roll of the 300 Heads of Families
was begun, with conscoutive official numbers, and this was only
finished before dawn on Saturday, the, 27th.
Lists werc also demanded for the Bea Transport Officer of groups of
passengers divided into blocks of 25 to 30, with sexes and ages, and
a breakdown showing five different age groups.
In the worning the 60 odd persons, including the Brsatz group, who
had not yet hended over their ocurrency did so, against official
receipts - a lenygthly operation with the small value notes in
circulation here. R .
Meanwhile -the R.A.M.C. were vaccinating all those without proof of
recent inoculation,
The last operation was the handing in by each Heoad of Family, in
alphabetical order, of his Embarkation Travel Card for presentation
on arrival in Palestine, on to which his official number as figuring
on the Nominal Roll was affixed. All were lined up in Alphabetical
order for this oporation which worked smoothly and rapidly, and was
. the final proof that all were present.
As cach Head of Family passed on he was handed by the Sca Tra.nspor’u
Officer's Representative a ticket showing his place in the ship.
Shortly after the passengers were lined up with their bagzage and
prlaced with it into the lorries brought on to the Camp ground,
whence they were taken on to the quay alongside the Transport.
bu’bsequen tly cach one was directed straight to his appo:mted deck,
or in the case of o fow clder persons, then.r cabin.

Ihe Departure. : v

British troops aboard the Transport as usval volunteried to carry
much of the rcfugees luggage wp the gangways. The expressions of
relicf, happiness and gratitude on the lips and faces of nearly all
these migrants were clearly genuwine.

Many had been persecuted and wanderers over a period of f:.ve ycars
and more. <

On the instructions of the I(DPS/C Captain Korn travelled as
conducting Officer in charge of this draft of Jewish Baigrants to
Palestine. He will have filled up during the voyage complete Perscnal
Record Sheets for each Head of Family. .

General, Commonts.

Selection of Refu_g__es._’b is clear that there wmusi be a stricter
control if “Fhe noxt group of Emigrants is-to be cercfuly chogen, from
out of a larger nuaber. It is significant that 10 of  the 11 members
of the J.B.C. placed themselves on the chosen list and dcparted.

Colleotion at Embarkation Tranait Comp. :
(If time allows...e

|




If time allows...

If time allows, it would be helpful if the nnigrahta were collectcd
three clear days.beforhand in thia Comp, so many are the operations..
and lisis to be made, .o . )

fibsence of Children.

There was a noticable absence of children in this econvoy: and indeed ¢
the averege emigrant was middle aged or older. I o not know how. :..o. ...

far this is in accord with the Palostine Government's policy.

It wpuld be most valuable if a Representative of the Jewish agency

controls the making of the choices ror the. next convoy... .

Gooperation with the 4.C.C. and I & DPS/C. )
Phreoughout I have received every possible assistance in the I.G.C.R's

share in the despatch of these crigrants.

The I & DPS/C's share of the work vas carried out most rapidly and

effeciively, and I should like especially to,place on record the.

never failing helpfulness of Lt CRANE the Mckfields Camp Commandant,

despite his most slendsr resowrces,

amex "4 Nominal Roll of ‘the 300 Jewish Heads of Familics.

.’mﬁjcx "B"  Nuabered Embarkation Travoi ﬁocwnent (Specimen)

. 4nnox "o" Cuzjrenjcy Re;:eipt‘wLith undertaking by currency holder.
. " (Specimen)
NOTE:

, The grand total of all clu‘fenci_é"s handed in reached,
approximately, the equivalent of. 9,000,000 Occupational lire :
estimating the £ Sterling at 400 Occupational Live!..

. . . P TN LI |
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INTERIM REPORT ON THE DETAINMENT CAMP -
1st Ootober, 1942, to 30th September, 1945, N

I. GENERAL.

1. On the 3rd April, 1943, eight detalnees of Polish
Nationality left the Camp to serve with the Polish Forces in

the Middle East. One detainee was released to join her T T T e BT A

husband in England, and another was allowed to go to South
sfrlea to work in the Ozechoslovak Consulate in Cape Town.
teveral others have been granted their release and are .
awaiting passage. In April, 1943, the Ozech authorities in
London ocanocelled the departure of 42 detainees of Czech
Nationality who had volunteered for serviece with the Czech
Forces. This was beoause there were so many desertions in the
batoh of Czech volunteers who left the Camp in 1942 for service
in the Middle East. The detainees whose departure was
cancelled were given the opportunity of Joining the British
_Ploneer Corps, but they deélined, :

2. Up %o August, 1943, detainees ocontinued to go out daily
on parole and to move freely in those parts of the Island which
are not under military control. It then becsme necessary to
re-inforce security measures throughout the Island. In conse-
quenoce. of this, the daily outings on parole had to be dis-
continued. To improve the position caused by these medsures,
transport has been put at the disposal of the Camp Authorities
to enable parties of detalnees to be sent to the seaside overy
day. The number of persons who enjoy this privilegeis not less
than that hitherto allowed out on parole, These changes wers
greatly resented by some of the younger inmates of the Camp,
but they were welcomed by others, particularly those who through
age or infirmity had been unable to enjoy the privilege of
leaving the Camp on parole, :

3. It has also been found possible to establish a Holiday
Camp at one of the healthiest seaside resorts of the Island,
Parties of sixty are taken to the camp eaoch week by bus. The
camp was opened on the 5th June and has been greatly appreciated
by all. Here detainees can spend a lholiday in qulet and v
beautiful surroundings. They are allowed to roam about  freely
in the hundred aores of woodland which surrounds the camp. -There
are courts for deck tennis and for wolley ball, and plenty of
indoor games. A wireless set has been installed ‘at the camp
so that detainees can listen to the news bulletins and musical
programmes friom London and other Empire Stations, - -

- 4. Another innovation introduced during the year and
greatly appreciated by detainees is hot baths,

II. ACCOMMODATION.

5. There has been no change in the accommodation of
detainees. Women are housed 1in wooden huts and men in separate
cubicles in stone buildings. :

6. In Marech, 1943, a scheme for allowing detaineps to
live a fuller family life was discussed with the nationsl :
group leaders. After ascertaining the feelings of their S
respective groups, the leaders reported that 95 per cent of-the.
detainees were satisfled with the present arrangements and were
against any alteration, Although the present accommodation :
does not allow married couples and their.families to live to=-
gether, they enjoy a maximum of privacy, and are permitted %o .
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mix freely from il a.m, to 9,15 p.m, daily. The,Camp,gardaﬁs
.and recreation grounds, which cover some fifty-six dores are- ’ T N
open to all detainees from 2 p.m. until 6.30 p.m. daily. -

7. The Camp is well provided with public rooms. Besides
the wireless rooms, libraries, reading rooms, canteens and
cafés, there are recreation rooms in both the men's and viomen's
- oamps which have acocommodation for 400 persons, In the
buildings where the men are housed there are two passages 34%
feet long and 25 feet wide. These passages are well lighted
and equipped with tables and benches where detainees can read,
write letters, etec., Two stone buildings,. each accommodating.. . ... ... -
300 people, are used by the Orthodox and Liberal oongregations '
as synagogues. There are special rooms for indoor games such
as table tennis, and both Girl Guides and Boy Scouts have
club rooms of thelr own, Four huts ocomprising sixteen rooms
in the women's section of the Camp are used as workshops, and 4
in the men's ocamp several blocks of buildings are used for the
same purpose. Special accommodution has also been provided
for school rooms. The school rooms are available for private
study after school hours. .

III. VORKSHOPS AMD INDUSTRIES.

8, One of the chief aims of the Camp authorities has been
to keep the members of the Camp fully occupied.

9, In the men's section, there are very few detalnees
without a Jjob who are fit and willing to work., About 29 per
cent. of the Camp population are employed on Camp duties
as dootors, nurses, dentists, dressmakers, shirtmakers, cooks,
bakers, barbers, tailors, cobblers, carpenters, blacksmiths,
etc. In addition to these, many men and women are found
employment as school teachers, physical training instructors,
sports ground attendants, ete. Detainees employed on essential
Camp duties are paid standard rates of pay from a grant which
has been given for this purpose by Government., Others are
paid a small remuneration for their work from the Camp Fund.

10, 4approval has been obtained for the estahlishment at
the Camp of workshops for the servicing and general maintenance i
of motor vehicles used by the Civil Defence and Service Depart-
ments. Work on service vehicles has already started in- the R
existing workshops, and new bulldings are being constructed.
In addition to the motor repair shops there will be machine
shops, vulocanising plant, electriocal welding plant, etc. - These
new workshops will not only provide work for about two hundred
detainees but will give them an opportunity to exercise their
technical skill., Advantage will be taken of these shops to
train some of the younger boys in motor englneering, eto. B
Detainees employed on these industries are paid at current trade
rates, and the profits which are made are paid into the Camp
Welfare Fund. :

11. The sale of toys and fancy goods manufactured by
detainess and sold through the Canmp Show Room has inocreased .
during the year. About 15 per ocent. of the Camp population are
now employed on work of this kind. The articles manufactured
vary from toys to tools, and include handbags, suit-cases, :
dispatoh cases, underoclothing, artificial flowers, belts and
bags, jewellery, tortoise shell work and brushes. \orkers
employed on the manufacture of these articles are allowed.to’
charge their own price for their labour and when orders are
received, they are given an advance with which to purchase the
raw materials. Several consignments of hand-embroidered goods,
toys and fanoy goods manufactured in the Camp have been sent to
South Africa, Jam manufactured from local fruits-is another
Camp industry which has made great progress during the year.
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This Jam is now being supplied to His Ma Jesty's Forces in
Mauritius. The profits from these industries are paid into
the Camp Welfare Iund. A

IV. CALP GARDENS . - . A

12, It has been a most suoccessful year for the Camp
gardens. The quantity of vegetables raised from the 1st Ootober,
1942, to the 30th September, 1943, was 162 tons as againat 122
tons for the same period in 1941 - 48, The gardens have during
the year also supplied to -the Carmp 12 tons of fruit and
18,462 cobs of maize,

13. The quantity of vegetables grown in the Caip gardens "

Quring the winter months far exceeds the requlrements of the
Gamp, whilst the production in the summer months has been
insuffiocient for our needs., To enable us to be‘seIf-supporting,
we have thls year inoreased the quantity of cabbages grown and
made about 10 tons of sauerkraut to be issued during the summer
months, .

: 14, The allotment scheme which was started last year has
made good progress. Many more detainees have taken over allot-
ments, and some of the old allotment ‘holders have extended their
holdings. One of the most interesting allotments is that worked
by the Boy Scouts. Lach troop cultivates 1ts own piece of
ground and there is great competition to see which troop by
the sale of 1ts produce can contribute most to the Soout Fund.

V. DET&INMENT AREA COMMITTER,

15. The nerve centre of the whole Camp organisation is the
Detainment sArea Committee, which was set up to promote the
general welfare of the detainees. It has various sub-oommittces
which deal with education, library, Camp industries, outdoor
sports and indoor games, sooial activities such as the
organisation of concerts and lectures, and 1t controls and
directs the whole life of the Camp. The prineiple aimed at
has been to make the Camp as far as practicable a self-governing
community. Through this Committee, national group leaders and
deputy leaders who are elected by the detainees themselves can
bring forward any proposal for the improvement of conditions in
the Camp. It is gradually being more and more left toithe
selected leaders and ocommittees to run their own affaifg‘under
the guidance of the Commandant and his offlcers. These
committees, with the help of the Camp authorities, have done
much in the way of providing amenities to relieve the irksome-
ness of internment for those who cared to partake in Camp
activities.

\ VI. EDUCATION. &

16. The infant, primary and secondary schools which have
been provided for the education of children are well equlpped
and supplied with up-to-date text books and educational
materials, For junior classes there is a supply of “properly
graded English readers published by the Oxford University
Press for sehools in which English is a foreign. language.
Other equipment includes wall maps, kindergarten apparatus,
mathematical. instruments, painting materials and exercise
books of all kind. '

17. The infant sohool where children between the ages of
2 and 8 years receive instruction is one of the brightest spots
in the Camp. There are no formal lessons in the infant school.
Children spend their time largely in phy activities, story-
telling and sleep. The greatest emphasis 1s laid upon the
formation of right habits of personal hygiene and the -acquire-

4
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ment of the-art .of living in the sooclety of otheyrs. .ll the -
_Turniture and equipment in the infant school has beén speoially
designed for small people. ilany of the older children passed

into the primary sehool during the year and their places have been
taken by new toddlers.

18. 1In the primary school, where the work is more systematised,
- the children learn to read and write and to do simple arithmetical
calculation. They also lesrn something of the facts of history
and geography, and they arc encouraged to take an intelligent
interest in the world of nature. Singing is regularly taught
and thers is organised physical training which combines = oo
scientifically planned exercises with a wealth of lively games.
In the seoondary schools the sub jeots taught inolude classios,
English, -science, Hebrew, mathemutios, botany and shorthand.
Seope is given for practical oreative work in arts and crafts,
The boys are taught woodwork whilst the older girls are taught
sewing, needle-work and weaving. The hand looms used by the
weaving oclasses werc made in the Camp workshops, and the material
woven by the children 1s made into handbags which are sold through
the camp Show Room. Some of the girls who left school during
the year are serving their apprenticeship as shirtmakers and dress-
makers, whilst employment has been found for scme of the older
boye 1in the carpenters', tailors' cobblers' and engineering shops.
The musical and dramatic talent of the children is given full
scope, and many good plays and concerts have been produced by
them in the Camp reoreation rooms.

The staff of the sohools .onsists entirely of detainee men
and women teachers, .

19. Text books have been provided for general and advanced
education, and detainees are encouraged to ocoupy their time in
study. Lvening classes are held for adult detainees in English,
Hebrew, mathematics, book-keeping, shorthand, hyglene, .chemistry
and gardening. The Xnglish classes held by the Bilshop of
wauritius and the Director of lducation have been continued .
throughout the yeur. at these classes, lectures have bsen given
and disoussions held on a wide range of sub jeots, on ourrent
affairs, BEnglish life and thought, Bnglish history and literature.
Lectures have also been given by the prinoipal of the Government
Training College and many other prominent members of the British
and French communities in the Island. These. lectures havé*been
greatly approociated, : \ T N

=0. The Committee which deals with social activities in the
Camp has during the year organised lectures, plays, radio )
programmes, short storlies and essay competitions,  Mebrow and
English for beginners is taught over the Canp radio, and:talks
on a variety of subjeots have been given by detainees, .

21. The debating society, whioh is composed of both men™
and women detainees, meets fortnightly umler the chairmanship of
the Camp Commandant and discusses subjscts of topical interest.
Some of the sub jeets which have been disoussed ars "The rebuilding
of Rurope after the VWar", "What is democrady", "Advantages of
co-educational schools",

28. Detainees have continued to give lessons in art, musioc
and languaszes to members of the public. .

VII. CAMP LIBRARIES,

23. The Camp libraries are well stocked with oultural,
historical and educational books. There are also books in Hebrew
and German which have been sent by the Jewish community in South
4frioa. Newspapers and periodicals are provided and include
papers published in the United Kingdom in foreigh languages, The 5
Camp reéceives copies of the Globe-Reuter News, and the news is : i
broadcast daily through the Camp radio. 4 special section of {
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the library is devotéd to children's books, and therc.is also
a separate library for the Zionist issociation, where literature

on the Zionist movement is aveilable for detainees. N

VIII. BOY SCOUTS .ND GIRL GUIDES.

24, The Scouts now have their own headquarters. The
building includes, besides the Scouts' workshop, a room large
enough for company or back meetings and training. Here the
members can bring their friends for leisure and recreation,

and meet for discussion and demonstration. The furniture was > -~ -7

made by the Soouts in their own workshop, and the room was
painted and decorated by them, They are taught to earn the
money they need for the company. Some of them pay a regular
subseription whilst others find Jobs of work to 4o to augment
their tund. These boys are anxious to serve the British
Empire, and they regard the fact of being welcomed into the
Soout movement and of being allowed to wear its uniform as a
great privilege.

25, Thirty-five of the Soouts spent ten days from the
16th to the 26th ~usust under canvas at the seaside. The Camp
was very sucoessful and was voted to have been the best yet
held., <everal of the cubs who reached scout age during the
yeaur have had their 'going up® ceremony and so have filled
the vacancies created by boys who have left the troop after
reaching the age of 18. Proficiency badges have ocoupied much
of the spare time of the boys. Several have gone in for what
may be called "trade! badges, the most popular being the
carpenter, electrician, black-smith, and leather worker as the
boys are taught these trades in the Camp workshops. Fav of the
boys had difficulty in obtaining thelr swimmer's badge as most
of them could swim, but for the resouer's badge they had to be
taught specially. Nine gained this badge during the seaside
canp. The badge for ambulance work has also been popular.

The boys who obtained this badge were put in charge of all the
first aid needed by the other boys during the isugust camp.
They had plenty of small cases to attend to and all were satlis-
factorily dealt with. Cooking played a big part in camping
and 13 eook badses were gained in august. .

1
26. The Cub pack goes ahead more slowly, as most of the
boys are rather young, but instruotimn is given and the boys
have their weekly meeting. Many new boys have been taken into
the cubs durins the year. Both pack and troop.pub much zest
irto games. The team spirit is strong, and it is a real’ joy
to watoh a game Wing played. ol

27, ‘In the Girl Guides Company there are now 4 Guiders o
and 31 Guides. 4s in the case of the Scouts, proviciency badges
have ocoupled much of the spare -time of the girls., In all,

55 badges have been galned, most of them for home-maker,
child-nurse, gardener, knitter and needle women, Three Guides
werc awarded their second class badge during the year. A
building has been secured for use as a ¢lub room. The room
has been comfortably furnished and decorated {in great part by
the Guides thmselves). -

26, Three Guiders and 30 Guides were in camp for 107days
during the beginning of August. The ocamp was held this year .
at Belle Mare, an exceptionally beautiful site near Flacq. :
Among the campers were 3 Czechs, 15 Poles, 7, Austrians and 8
Danzigers. Camporaft occupied a good part of the girls!' t%me
whilst in oamp. The Guides truly 1lived up to their motto !"Be
prepared". There was no "tin-can guiding" at the;August camp.
41l cooking was done out of doors, and souetimes in a storm of
wind and rain; firewood had to be collected and fires lighted
without the aid of paper, etc. The evenings were spent round
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the camp fire, when songs of the different nations oould .be
heard echoing round the camp site. On Tuesday, the 10th .
sugust, the Governor and Lady Maokenzie-Kennedy visited the
camp and delighted everybody by having tea in ocamp. Whilst
His Excellency visited Soouts camping on other sites, Lady
Liackenzie-Kennedy watched an enrolment. She also made a tour
of the site inspecting the tents and talklng to many of the
campers. After tea the Guiders entertained their visitors
with national songs.

29, Twenty-three girls between the ages of 7-and. 11 years
make up the Brownlie pagk. Seven new girls have been enrolled
during the year and three of the older Brownies have become -
Guides. The Brownies are encouraged to do thelr good turn.
The Brown Owl colleots all the pack's ideas at Pow-wow and
direots the Brownies' choice to activities whiech satlsfy their
desire 1o be useful, The Brownies are Just as keen on working
for proficiency badges as the Guides; many of them have gained
badges as ¢ollectors, needlewomen and knitters, and four of
them pessed their first olass test during the year.

IX. RELIGION

30, Every racility has been provided for religious
observances. Buildings in the Camp have been provided for use
as synagogues by the Orthodox and Liberal groups. They are well
squipped with prayer books, prayer shawls and vestments,

3l. &pecial facllitios exist for the oooking of food for
the Orthodox group and kosher meat 1s issued to the whole Camp.
Divin® service is held regularly. The Commandant and senior
members of the Camp staff attended a special service which was
held in the Liberal Synagogue on the 4th September, 1943, to
commemorate the fourth anniversary of the war, OCases of matzoth
bread were provided for the Passover by the Jewish community
in South sfrica, and the Passover was celebrated in aoccordance
with Jewish customs, A sum of £330 received from the Jewish
community in South #frioca was distributed among the children,
destitute and sick detainees on the ococasion of the Jewish New
Yeur, There were 4 confirmations and 8 ociroumcisions during
the year and 6 marriages viere solemnized. .

32. The spiritual needs of three detainees who are
members of the Roman Catholic Churoh &re ministered to by a
Roman Catholic priest of the parish, and those of a member
of the Lutheran Church by the Bishop of Mauritius.

R X, VIZITIRG COEMIGTEERE

33. Thnis Coumittee was set up to aet as the public
conscience in all matters relative to the welfare of the
detainees. All the members are non-official persons and were
nominated by the Governor, MNembers of this Committee make
unexpected visits and are allowed to visit any part of the
Camp and talk freely with any person in the Camp., Many
improvements in food, general ocomfort, and.welfare have been
suggested by them and put into operation whenever-practicable.

XI. CAMP VIELFARE FUND ¥

34, The Camp Welfare Fund which was established to assist
those detalnees who are destitute or have no means.of earning
‘money, continued its aoctivities during the- year. ‘The fund
derives its income from -

{a) profits from the Camp canteens and cafes,
{(b) profits from Camp industries,
(c) remitténces from foreign governments.

i
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(@) contributisn from the Government -for speolfilc. -
occupational activities, :

(e) money gifts mace direct to the Commandant for the
benefit of the dstalneas

(£) voluntary contributions ﬁy detainees,

- Besides providing the detainees with sporting outfits
and equipment, books and periodicals, musioc and musical
instruments, text books for advanced education, the fuyd also
provides pooket money for those who are in need and physically
unable to work at the rate of Rs, S a month for adults, R.

1,50 for children. The amount disbursed from the 1st Odtoberj = —--=7wu

1942, to the 30th September, 1943, has been Rs, 60,910, and
since the start of the Camp Re. 91,230, The Camp authorities
have been tireless in their effats to find employment for
detalnees and to see that gifts of money for thelr welfare
are put to the best possible use.

XITI., Ciiy SLVIKGS BallkK,

35, All money received by detainses is pald into thelir
sccount in the Camp Savings Bank, from which they may draw
up to Rs. L0 a week (more in certain cases), Since the start
of the Camp, the bank has paild out to detalnees Rs. 361,156,
4 cetailed statement showing the working of the Savings
Bank is given in a,.pendix E.

XIII, RECRESTICH

%6, Games continue to play an important part in the
1life of the Camp, and have done a lot towards relieving the
irksomeness of detention. Greater facilities for recreation
have been provided during the year. About six acres of tho
Camp grounds h.ve now been taken over for use as a sports
ground. There is a football field and a running track, and
there ars courts for deck tennis and for volley ball., Two
pavilions huve been erectcd on the football ground, whioch
provide shelter for about 5CC gpectators,.

37. Volley ball matches as well us football matches are
played regukarly against outside teams. Sports meetlngs ars
hcld frequently on the recraation grounds. In addition to
flat races, the programmes includs ovents such as long. jump, °
high jump, putting the shot, relay race, hurdles, obstacle
race and comic football matches. In fact, events are provided
for all classes and all ages. .

38, & portion of the sports ground h&s been set apart
for children, and swings and see-saws have been erected.

39, There is a oaf€ on the sports ground where detairiees .
can purchase tea, coffee, cakes and fruits. The Camp Band
plays there once a week.

40, TFor indoor recreation, rooms have been provided in
both the men's and women's sectlions whers detainees can play
table tennis, chess, draughts, dominoes and other indoor games.
Bridge, chess and skat tournaments are organised. These
tournaments are run on a point system instead of a knockout
apnd therefore keep the competitors occupied on several evenings
each month. ¥

8

4l. Th97°r98tion room in the men's seotion, which has
been equipped with parallel bara, hompes for vaulting exercises,
boxing gloves and wrestling mats is used in the daytime as a
gymnasium, afd qualified detaince instructors are in attendance.
The classes in physiecal training and rythmic dances, which
are held in the early morning, are well attended and appreciated

by both sexes.
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42. On the '"Lith December, 8¢ children were jnvited to
tea by the Commandant and his wife. They were entertained o o -
with games in the garden and alter tea presents were distributed. )
There was something for each child including oranges and sweets.
Six days later, the Commandant and his wife had 100 old oouples
of over 65 years of age to tea, and on Christmas day they

entertained 2& detainees (five from each of the national groups -

Czech, Austrian, Polish, Danzig and Sth Group).

4%, The Camp Danoce Band has had a most sucocessful and
profitabl. yesr. It hus been in great demand at dances,
weadings and fanoy-fairs, and has played on 77 . bccasiong-outsida. . .- .
the Canp Gurin; the year. : . '

XIV. HE:LTH.

44, The Canp lwsprital which is situated outside the Camp,
is well equipped ard has beds for 20V patients, There is also
spooial accommodation for the isolation of infeotious cases. 4
mate.nily ward, which was opened during the year, will enable
us to deal with the lnoreasing number of births. Thirteen
babies have been born since the lith april, 1943. sbout 30
mory, arc expecied before the end of the year,

45, There has been & consider:ble cecrease 1n the number
of aGmissions to hospital during the yeur. Invel ids and old
persons vho are in need of e¢onatant medical attention still
uaxe up the greatecr part of the admissions.

46, iajor surgical cases are treated in the large hospitais
of the Colony, where syeciulists in eye, ear, throat, nose, skin
anc mental diseases are counstactly avallable. Spectacles are
sugplied free to thosa who are not able to pay for them,

47. Cutdoor patiecnts are treated at the dispensaries in
the Cany by detainee doctors. The Canp Medical Officer and the
.ssistant sedical Officer visit the Caap daily.

48, The two dental surgeries in tho Camp are under the
oare of qualified detainee dentists. Dental treatment is given
free to all detainees. i i
49. of the seventeen deaths registered during the year, ¥
ten were of persons over U years of ae. o

50. There have been no epidemies during the year. The
anti-malarial measures have been maintained, and there has been
a steady decrease in the number of new cases of malaria reported.
The monthly aver.ge of nev. cases has been 6.6 against 8.75 1in
the previsus year. »

5., The health of the detainees 1is exoellent. How
r.markably f£it they ars was agaln illustrated when forty-two
sustrians who had volunteered %o join the Britlsh Pioneer Corps
were ewamined by an irny iiedical Board in #ay, 1943, and all
passed a.l.

AN

CONCLUBION

62, i distinguisned visitor to the Camp during the year
was His sxoellency Sir Donald Mackenzie-Kennedy, K.CiliaGo,
Governor of Kauritius. His ixoellency visited the Camp in
detall and took great interest in its activities and organisation.

"is appreciation of what has beon done at the Camp has been a

source of encouragement for us alle.

the Camp, and whose support and encouragement have been particu-

1
I
|
63, Other visitors who continue to take great interest in - |
larly appreciated are the Bishop of Mauritius (the Right Revd. 1

-

H. Otter Barry) and the Director of Education (Mr.y g,F.ward).

~
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our tharks dre also.due to the Jewish oommunity in South
africa for taeir generous gifts of money and olothing.

54, When I look back on all that has been accomplished
these last three years in the way of buildings, grounds and
plant to meet our needs, I feel that I ocannot conclude this
report without expressing the thanks of the whole Camp to
- $hose who hava been responsible for dealing so expeditiously
with our numerous rejuests and partieularly, of course, to the
Colonial Secretary, Ir. S. Moody, for his advice and support.
Hies personal experience of Jews and Jowish problems as a
result of 23 yoars' scrvice in Palestine has been of lnvaluable . . . . .
¥HE help to me. In spite of his heavy duties at the Seoretariat,
he has always found time %o take a keen interest in our activities.

55, I shoul also like to mention the great assistance we
have raoccivod in every way from the members of the Visiting {
Committec.,
H.J. ARAITAGE
Comaendant, Detalnment Camp. —
23rd Octovber, 1943.
Appendix A,

CL..SSIXIC.TICH OF DET-ILERS BY Na® IOLLLITY,

’ ol
/{4{24fﬁﬁ§k P /}/Jz’“:;10 : ’
e i Vel et N ey
Kale Female Male Female - Total
austrian 549 e 226 ves 14 o 15 ... 604
Czech 119 ves 288 e 6 ees 3 e 214
Polish 118 ces 30 vee 4 cor 3 ees 165
Danziger 68 ... 67 en, 4 .. 5 ... 144
German ’ 35 e 49 e 4 e 2 ees 80
ttateless 9 oo 154 oo 5 e 15 .. 184
Roumanian 13 e £ ces - cee - 15
C.5.,R. (Russian) 13 ... 4 ves - seee - 1w
Hungarian 3 e 1 vee 1 .o - 5
Latvian 1 cee 1 cee. - e - 2
Turkish 1 e 1 - oo Lt eee 2

729 ... BLL e vee 43 Loy 1,422

W
©

Appendix Bs
BLATHS, MiisidlaGEo, DE;x';‘HS SMND IR TLL~-BIRTILIS. :

Births ces eee L2 ’ Deaths < eee . 17
Civil marriages ees D1 S%ill-birth . 1
Religious marriages oo 6 . Lo - .

N ) Appeh§ii Ce

COST OF GERERAL InINTENANCE.

Average cost per detainee per 4ay ese aee ees Re l.147
COST OF FREEDING

Average cost per detalnee per A8y eee see coe R.70:75
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WORKSHOPS AND INDUSTRIES.

(a) Value of work performed

Ra. G.
Tailorst Wdrkshop : 1,040 articles were made and
- 1,017 repaired .. ‘e 4,171 00
Shoemakers' Shop : 4,872 pairs of shoes were re-
paired ) ser 5,447 60
Garpenters! <choy ;1,208 articles were made and - o TEeRT RS
345 repaired e o 1,782
Tinsmiths' Shop : 755 artioles were made and -

2,024 repaired

- Appendix-D.. -

in Camp Workshops during period 1.10.42:ﬁo
30.9.43, exoluding cost of material -

cos 2,424 10

Matressmakers! Shop @ 240 articles were made and .
782 repaireéd eue e 668 80
Blaoksmiths' Shop : 566 artiocles vere made and
1,482 repaired oo cee 2,095 57
Dressmakers' Shop . 936 artloles were made and 18 ,
repaired soe [y 1.036 95
17,6806 65
(b) The earnings of the bakery were as follows:- . : - C.
Valus of output of bread {195,013,60.Kilos) vee 69,647 75.
Less oost of materials oo vee ves see 38,708 87

Saving

XX

30,938 88

i ———————t—————

Appendix Ee

SAVINGS BANK.
Receipts apnd rayments Account for the poeriod 3.8.41 to 30.9.43,

R&. [}
Remittances received 409,835 25.
Bank chargss {stamps and
oommission) recovered 1,042 90
Intersst on monsy deposii-
ed at the Government Save
ings Bank v 345 18
Interest on money-.deposit-
ed at Barolays Savings Bank 75 00
N
[ —
Total Rs,411,298. 27

: Rs ]
rayments to detainees 561,136 76
Bank charges {stamps and

Commission) o 11,042 90,
Barolays Bank:(cheques
returned) < eee 1,028 15
Postmester General (I.0e
returned) coe 5% 08
Interest transferred to N
Camp Velfare Fund .. 420 12
Levy on inooming monies,
transferred to Camp Vel-
fare Fund e 20,342 64
.- Rs. © -
Balance: Cash 19, 68
Barolays Bank:
{ourrent Account)
) 4893488
Barclays Savings )
Bank 10,075. 00,
Government Save :
ings Bank 10,292.'62.>27,280.62,
A era—————————"

Potal  Re.4ll, 296,27

———————
e e ——r




Wednesday, May 24, 1944

Dictated by Patrick Malin for Mr, Abrahamson

/ 7/

I discussgd with Moses Leavitt of the JDC the question of
that cable on Shanghai refugees which Mr, Abrahamsén asked me to
find out about, I discovered that Mr, Leavlit discussed that in
the winter with Mr, Brandt, formerly of Assistant Secretary Long's
office in the State Department or Mr, Travers, who is Chlef of
the Visa Division of the State Department. Mr, Leaviit and
Mr, Brandt or Mr, Travers, he doesn't remember which, agresd on
the basis of information which the JDC had dirsctly from Shanghai
via Miss Margolis, that the people mentioned were suspect and
simply wanted to get out themselves, perhaps for nefarious
purposes, Thersefore, the whole matter was dropped. Mr, Leavitt
is to discuss this with Mr, Abrahamson and will return the copy
of the telegram which Mr, Abrahemson gave to me,




\
~ : _TAK 271
Sk
O VUTGSING CABLE DATED 2 May 1944
Subjects In’cergo\zermziantalRe[‘ugee Gommittos

The decision relative to the desirability of representation
of the Intergovermmental: Refuges Committes vwith ACC was- held
‘open pending visit and report of vice-director ofyI5C, Final

authorization to AR \/tO méke adyances to the resident reprssentative

£ IGC must avait this decision, . You.'are aubhorized; liowever, pend=

ing this decision to‘méll;io' ‘appropriste advahces to Sir HeatheotdtSmith

if you determine that ha-i§’in nead of f.‘ui}ds'{upon his-pledgo on bohalf -

rent.of* such advances, a1l this without prajudice

to the final-decision on the question of IG0 répresentalion with




RGC-687 ' o PLAIN

London

Dated April 26, 1944
7 “Rec'd 11143 a.m,, 27th.
Secretary,ofJStatc » 7

Washington

3449, Twenty—sixth.

FOR EMERSON FROM KULLMANN

Follow1ng is text of American Embassy letter
dated March 9th to IGC (Reference Department's 5131

19th)

WI am glad: to inform yorfrhat it is the vicw of
the Department ‘of State that the choice of a final ‘
destlnation for refugees accommodated at the refugee
'center in North Africa “should fall w1thin the spherer
of the Intergovernmental Commltbee, and”thqt it dis.
suggestod that the cormittee examlne thls questlon.
it is believed- that thlS’iS also the v1ew of- the
Foreign Offlce, which I am 1nforming of the presont
- communlcation to you. It isg= the desire"of the Department
; of State that the referring of thls matter to the
7 Intergovernmental Committee bo 1n associatlon with
vtheerrgign force .7 7
' - WINENT
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI[iEN'I'

W.AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION -

10 Mr, ‘Pehle:

FROM Mr, Abraham;on

Subjects-  Sir Herbert Emerson ' =~

The following notes were supplied me by Pat Malin over the -
—telephone. ) . .

"y By 1938, Sir Herbert Emerson had been 33.years in the
Tndian Civil Servics. The most prominent posjtions he held
were Home Secretary to }he Government of Ind and f.’mally

Governor of the Punjabs . : :

B }{e became Lea/gue of Nations H:Lgh Commissioner for Refugees .
in 1938, having ‘charge of both ‘the Nansen refugees fram the previous
- war and the League work (chiefly legal and: politicelly protective)
- i‘or the - German, Austrian and Sudetenland refugees. BEA

. *In 1939, he becane also the D:Lrector of the Intergovernmental
: LGommittee on Refugees.

He was lmighted at the end of his Indian service.

He'is 65 -years old. '

oot Virginia M. Mennon
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1, sarly in Januvary last, Dr. G. G. Zullwenn, 3
JAeh Commissioner for Zefugees under the League of e
anG assistant Director of the Intergovernmental Committee,
visited 3witzerland on the invitation of the 3wiss govern-
ment, returning to London et the end of February,., ' During
ais visit he obitained much inTormation regarding the
ussistance, both open end secret, which was being given,
from ISwritzerlend as & base, to the victims of persecution
inside the territory of Gerueay, and of her allies, and of
countries occupied or controlled by her. Dr. Kullmenn
satisfiasd nimself by a very thorough investigation that
tnere vras a wide and efficient network of undergzround agents
wllo hed done cnd were doing work of rreat value in saving
=nd assisting the victims of persecution, s conclusion
s that tiheir efforts had succeeded not only in ¢fTecting
the escape of many persons rTrom areas in which they were in
extreme dznger, but also in concealing and preserving uany
times nore versons inside the territories above mentioned,
His information, in short, showed that in uddition to.ihe
rescue of persons by cetiing tihe.: outside the danger dreas
there were great, osportunities for the oreservation of persons
who could not ve brought out. The Director of the IGC &t
cnce took up the matter with the Chairaan, Lord ‘Winterton.
leaiwhile, or. Schwartz, executive head of the Joint Distri-
bution Jommittee in “urope, visited London, -and full dis-::
sussions vook place between him «nd the officers of “thé . IG¢C, ®
e conlirmed the informetion given by Dru hullwdnn, «nd gave
uis opinion based on ¢lose knowledge of.the operstion, that
tnere was widge scope for expension ofl thé-operation if more
financial backing vere available, . The Direcsor of the 130,
on the instructions of the Chalrwman, therefore submitted to
the governments of the United :ingdom and the U.S.h, &
memorandun dated werch 10, 194k, contuining proposals by vwhich
whe ICC mizht assist the operations, . The particular.fora of-
4€1» droposed-to be given by the 1GC was. the financing oi
operations based on credit, designed to assist persons inside
the tverritories sbove mentioned.  The government of “the .United
ingdom; in’ pursuance of the proposals made by the IGC, “has
communicated to the zovernment of the U.Syi, its readiness to’
place at the disposal of the I3C.the sum of B1,500,000 for tne
purpose ofivcredit operations, provided that' the govermment of
tHe T.8.4. Lls prepared.-to provide tite seme - amount, - Ascar L
result of preliminary discussions by the-revresentatives - of )
the. WRB and the IGC, the Director of -the~latbter body now subinits
the following proposels: : : - 2o

. 2. The operations to be promoted should be defined es.
follows: B .




€

a, “hey would extend to persons who huve had to
leave or may have vo leave their countries of
residence on account of race, or religion, or
»olivical velief's, «nd who are in danger of life
or liberty.

b, Tiey voula nhave us thelr objects the escupe
of »ersons to neutrel countries or obther countries
of corwarative sefety, the rescue of persons from
internnent or concentration camps, concealment
inzide Geriwny, occuvied, sna satellite territory,
znd ©ll measure ecessary thereto, and tee Ddre-
servetion oi suech persons in conceallent.

3. Operations with these objects in view are now. being

carried out oy orgenizotions or individuals, vartly on.a
casih basis bubt mainly on & credit basis, It is vnroposed
that (1) finsncial assistance by the I7C should be limited
t0 oredit opneratiouns; {2) that cash operatione should con-
tinue %0 be fianced by tie voluntary or zations txrounh
1icenses issued by the coveriments of the e and T3
respectively, according «s the organizations are nritish
or Jmericsn, und that sny .uestion of poliey whlcli may
srise between the two soveraments regarding the issue of
such licenses should be discussed between the two zovern-
wents, indenendent of the WGC. o : ) K :

k. tith resard to the finencial scone of the operatic
it is understood that the followin
wore convenient to the U.Z, government then the prooo el
made oy the scritish government.

2, “he I3C has vrovided in its estimate'of
operational expenditure for 194l the sum of one
million vounds, of which one nalfl will be
furnisied by the imerican povernment and one

&lf by che British government, It.has. been
sSreed by the two goveimments that.if this expen-
u;tu’e is exceedsd, the ICT; under the ‘azreed
srocedure, may submit proposals Tor stplementary
srants. AL present the IZC has not:in prospect
operational expenditure of any considerable amsunt,
It could ivherefore allocate H900,000, namely
Tor the purpose-of credit operatlons prov1aea 1t is
clearly gnaerstood that  if and when the: nccess1ty
of undertaking other projects arises it will be-
free, in accordence with the approved procedure,..
to suomit’ qﬂDllCDulonS to the two zovernments for

ons -

, 600,000

further -
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BNV ;Jcn on
Jor ing EL..}"C,

gerlou, o1 Lt
i for eredit opera=
stuted period., It would ne
reemoent with the J2C that the
: 1:C should not curtail the ex~
whleh 1% tculd othersise have incurred, In -
‘oirds the ot ject of the IC zrant should vé to
wmlate, or =t “sust to sunvlerent, veluntary cffort
-mrQWALor ‘

ione 1 ould
out TIroL

to *qose carri

mizat be sxtended to oiher

necessity grose or tuls
ould be nec.;‘:r. Jo. the
close and wcotive co.peration
duplication iz .voilded. 1In
ve necessary in order Lo - the best resu
«né ecredit operations viewed as't whole., " If
tnere o ars reason to telieve thet {the former gre ten
to undernine credit operations in o purticular countyey
oo urticular time so as to arfeet -vhe votal resilt,
wwe bodies should consult tozether viith the sole
Ou’CCt ol ovtaining the best resulbs.:: o

v :

vork. in
sach obher sothat
bic 1gr, cooncratlon

Aoril 18, 1944
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s They would extend to perscus who have hud to leave o pey
have to loave thely countries of residense on scecumt of race
"1"”"4:,...;" or politfcal Loldefs, and who are in danger of 1ife
[ .

ba They would have os their chjeots the esoape of persons to
neutrel ocuntries or other cawntrios of samparative safuty, the
rescus of porsone from intornsent or aoncentration oswpe, come
Anssdp Oermany, oocupied, amd catsllite territay, end nﬁ BesEures
nacanpary thorato, and tﬁo preservation of such persons in cuncealment,

3, Opbraticns with theze cbjeots in view are now balng osxried cut
ty orgenisations o inddvidusls, en a cash busis Wt wainly on a
orodit Lesis, It is proposed thak (1) finenoial aesistunce Ly the I G0
should be 1isited to oredit operationsy (2) that cash aperations should
contimus to be finuwed by the voluntary ergenisations through licenses
fusued by the governmento of the U.K, end U.tiAs respectively, aceording
as the organixations ave Briiish or Amerdcan, end that any question of
policy which may arise betwesn the two governuents regarding the issue of
w;&uu shauld be discussed botwean the two yovernnants, independerd

o » - R

4o With ‘rogud 40 the finsnoiel ssope ot i opnrat'luni it is
wMerstood that the following arrangenents sight ve uore convenient to
the U.B, government than the propossl made by the ‘Buueh '-\govurmont.-'

as The 100 has provided in its ostimats of operational oxponditure -
for 1944 the cuk of one nillden pounds, of whieh e lialf will be
fornished ty the American soverizent and cne half by the British
governmant, It has boen agreed Ly the-two governuents that 4f this
expenditure 45 excesded, the 100, unter the agroed procedurs, way
aulmdt propocals fer supplensatary grantss At precont the xﬁo Las

V' nod dn prespect operationsl gxpanditure of amesderable smount,

© It could therefore alloomts m“’?ﬁi nsnely $3,600,000 for the .

“7 I8 4 therefove proposed that, on the above undsrstonding,
umtmmummmuumammnmu
WMKW.MM&Q@,WGM#&,@.@.

be The JOC would Mamﬁmumm:rm'
~ % 4ts requirenents, It has alresdy received the mm 100,000 -
) e N




6. The 100 weuld place the above-msntioned payment of
#250,000 and sinilar payments wade on sovamt of creldt
oparations dn a susponse acosnt which would be held for
the purpoze of defiraying, after the war, Ldadilition

a.nmumununnnmdumaamm
4% would be necsssary to converd atarling payments inte
dollarvs, If part of the 1dakilities were insmred in
steridng 1% would vy to held a cervesponiing

of ths acoom
B

in

» ‘o the
It night m .gn
AR50,000, Tt o hald
suapensd

acoard in Ahe naawe of Gw




od = . i\v

mmniimﬂdbcm«am twmmammm. towoﬂ:ln
olose and sotive eoopuraﬁim vith azgh othor so that Quplicndiom
is aveided, In part cooperation will be neespeary in exder
19 4ot the best rontTes oub of park omd oaLdit opervtions viewsd
a» & whole, If far inotance there nppoars ressan to halSeve that
ﬂu former are tending to undermine credit opsrations in o

or <t a yertimdar time 20 as to affooh the total result,
M two bodies should coneuly togoihu' with the sole objoet
of obtalning the best resulte,

7/ V He Wo EMERSCH : . - -

April 18, 1944
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_ R 14 April 1944
DRAZ T of Gable to Gensral Wilson from 005

Sn)Jnts lntorconnunm n.ru‘n Go-ntu.

Althorintln hlA to -ko ndmun to ruld-t rqrnuhtl'n
‘ of Iliomvwnnul lo!’un Committes must await ln!nol (Y umnuuy
- of THS repressataticn with AOG. m. deeision vas held epen ’ulhg vists »
-u rqort of Yiu—Mrutor of IGO. lmui ﬂ.oll study referred to
CMAY 7L amd yowr somments.

AOPIONs - Nr, Brons

' By SLR N-JR Date Jlﬂt-ﬁﬁ“ :




\
\.

SroTeT~ :
AT A7

peraghrase of Incoming Cable daved 8 April 1944

o : :
Subjecti Intergovernmental Committes on Nefugess

7/ o .
Field study undertaken by Malin, Viee-Direater of Intergevernmental

in

relatives, ultimate destinmation and Wm, ote. has now bewn
completedy Nalin new prepeses that Bir Heathoo th lately

Generel Alexsndris be atiashed to ACC KQ as the resident reprasmtative of
100 in Ytalys Mslin lefb Bir Heatheote~Emith the nesessary suthorisation
to borrow snd to pledge repayment by 160 in order that 5ir Heathecte=twith
wonld be able to resdive advanees for his own expeuses and those of his
staff and for eperationn, Will you sivies ws 4f A¥A is authorised to make

* " such necessary ocvanses againetthis sulberily sad method of repayaent, if

possible, Within ene week 5ir Hesthoote-fwith is lesving fer Italye

_ACTIONI Mry Bvens

COPY ;

DECLASSIFIE]

CSAR. sate_waR— 49973

S - gICIs R‘e"gradrmg'lrlemb m :




Cii~'767 PLAIN
ﬁLondon
Dated April 14, 1942

Rec'd 1:55 p.m.

Secretary of State;

. Wasﬁiﬂgtoh.

SQES fourtssnth.
POLL .'ING FROIT ICULL‘ANN TO ExIERSON CARE IAR R"FUGEE

BOATDS 5,

CGOI’dln"" cablEs Jevish Agency, Jerusalr—:m,' nev .
eomﬂandzr Vlttal Camp ﬂ0v1ssd March 20 about 250 to
M
SOO ll‘luEI‘nEES holdmg South ;.merioan passports that they
UEPC not rscognizsd by L,ovt:rnrm:m; ooncsrnsd. It is .E
¥ Nl it

allEgEd thEss pErsons ﬂlrzady 1solatsd for dEDOPtﬂulOﬂ

whlch causzd panxc and. dESpBlP. AgEnc"w'ErE,has-oarLlal

1:t of pEOplE affEctEd, mostly POllSh JEWS prEV1ously

Hut on 113t Cof VEtEran Zlonlsts, Rabbls, et cstEra for - " i

"rant of Palsstlnz csrt1¢1cats // Comparing wlth ouy .

2 3011v1a 1. /Agt—:n y trywng to obtain from Colonwal ’

Y & b : =

Of, CE ;ormal assurance to Swiss protEotlng pOWEP that

E j';' e a ;L,'" g thEsE




- #3033, fourteenth, from London

these persons placed on Palestine éxchangs liét in,

orc » b0 -gsave of f dEportation.t Can-.you contact above

natin imsrican~govzfnments involved? - There may he

others as list not complete, Please advise."

YITRLHD




| _CS'S e.\assx%e,ot 7*'.
Jocuwmentt™
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to Gen. Wilson
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Paraphrase of incowing Cable dated 8 April 19444 B
bubjects Intergovernaental Comittes on Refugees

. 7/ .

Fleld study undertaken by mlin, Vice-Tirector of Intergevernsental
hefugee Committes, Iondon, relstive ts couperation of IGC in solving none
matorial problems in connection with reiuess such 88 communications with
relatives, ultinate destination and recultlement, status; Gtee has now besn:
coopleteds  1alin now proposes that Sip Heathcote=tinlth lately Conmul
Gencral Alexandria be attached to ACC i) en tiw resident reorcsentative of
JGG in Ttalys Vulin lett Siy Heatheote~Smith the necessary authorigstion
to borrow and to pludge repayment by 1GC in order that Sir Ticatheote— mith
‘would be uhle to receive advandges fop his own expunses and those i hig :

- #8taif and for vperationme Vill ¥ou advize us Lf A:A is authorised to make
. such necessary ecvances againetthis suthority a:g rethod of repayment, 1f
T posaibles Vithin oue week Siy Heathcote=Smith 18 loaving for Italy,

L1

© _ACTICH: -Wry Brops
COPY 4mlsmid

DECLASSIFIED L
. diC.8: Regrading Memo 2 Z"'r z 1 -
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“EXECUTIVE_ OFFICE OF 'THE. PRESIDENT. _
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

W‘-»—-—w—-....—_
oy

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
A

oAt April 10, 1944
10 Mr. Abrahamson '

FROM Mr, McCormack

Re attachment: y

In a-conversation with Rabbi Richman, the addressee,: I :
learned that the copy was not made available to Mr. Lesser until -
April Bth.

/ R
Since receipt of this Intercross cable (message)Mr. Ric
has discussed the-proposal contained therein with a Miss Pdate
at the British Enbaasy who suggested that the proposal be sub-
mitted to the, I.G. C.. The message was Likewise discussed with
i State's Mr, Keeley _who ‘said-that in view of the relatively small
! number (3000) of American nationals who have been repatriated to °
date from the Far East, ‘this Government hesitated to sponsor the
: w proposal. Rabbi Richman pointed out that-the releasé of the
: ’ . atrocity stories about the -time of the cable's receipt probably
promised to interfere with'the. proposal. The addressee indicated
his willingness’ -and -availability to assist if the Board deoided -
to further develope this proposal. s R :

5

Can It is suggeated that. the. matber might be called to.the ntéention
ofc Sir Herbert. Emerson when ‘he meets with you in the near future.

T

T T

Attachme'}igi
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- WL6L SU8245 GRUEVE 102/101_ 2 1800

RS mcmss HASHINGTONDO

PL)M\Q& TRAA“!AIT ?AUL RI('INM‘ 1003 K IS’A‘RLE‘I‘ H. »r. -1:\51*1!“'10!‘3 DO

R?.l.()mﬂ(i MEB‘inGn. !i:?. HECHVFD FRO‘& UUR HI:\NFHI‘I DSLEDA'Z‘ION (UOTE
INI‘ERQ)I\!FAES&IONAL (:0‘1;11'1‘7‘315 PR'-‘PARI?\Q “REPRAN '5&’01?’!‘ OF OVER TOV'KNI‘Y-

THOUSAND 'I‘Ht'\PPED m’?rm«;c'x HEFUGERS EIS‘!“W IH AORB..'?&ENT WITH JAPANESE
AU‘NORI"U‘,Y Vl 503 (‘nOI\ I.H OR))ER S‘:l‘ABLi‘yH CON"I'ACT RLTH AL[-IED AU‘I’HORI‘I‘IEH

S0P URO):..&TLY RKUE-"T APSROAGH, * BUTHEHLAKD AND AUH&DRMIEQ GBTA!NINJ

) IhVI'I’A’l‘IUH !Y)R NLLU.VII\O D!& EGAT?‘; AND AUGO IPAHYI!(P PERSONS BERNDT RUNEﬂ
PHYSIGIAN AN'\LE I{UVE& mcm\u. LORHE L!‘IVAI JOUR!’ALI"‘I‘ ERRST ‘\‘I’OBRI '
!’()R'!GR AU%TRIJ‘\H (X)N‘{UL 0""}.’0 LIKB&., VE&‘LRINA}W JOGEFINE LIEREL JOUR 'SALI‘,‘I.‘ l

- m.ll LLEBEL STUDE!\‘T SI“GFRIKD uRk:GOl(i I RIKER ﬂ(hRC’“APfI‘ ‘IO DPROCRED NE!L’ o A

o mwnsu RBPATRIM‘ION %AT m’n 0 nm-no 18 SIAKOHAL UNumTE-

i . INTERCIOIXROUGE 9979

Copted l&’k/w -




* W61 826245 GENKVE 102/101 2 1800
o moss mxmmnc

plco 3. 1943 :

PI-IAS! TRABII'I‘ PAUI- RIOBIA! 1003 l Sﬂﬂ'l' l.l. usmmal Do

rmm IBS.IE L mmm m am SW@AI DH.BOATIOl WUE
nmmsxm cunnm HEPABIIG mmmrmr W om mnrr!

: 'I'EWSAID mrm STAELBB nmmm IISHB Il Amll‘ WITH JAPANESE

 AUTHORTTIES VISIT GOA IN OFDKR ESTABLISH cawmACT WITE ALLIED 43
 SToF VAGRMLY: nnmsr nmmcn. summm AXD AUTHORTTIES CBTAINING
mmrmv o rou.onm m.mm‘.s e Accomnm PERSOMS BERIDT nms e
PHISIOTAR AT mm ncnm. LOE LEAL mmm'r ST STORKT '
FORMER AUSTRIAN cmsm. oT0 LIXEEL VETERINARY :oszrm LIEREL :mmr
m.nx.msmm smmmmmmmmrommnm
BRITISH mm-mnnm BOAT HEPLY 70 REDGROSS SEANGEAT umon-
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Copted 12/4/43 -
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zhﬁrw)ﬂsus M. Joxes Al -~ Telephone: RiTTENHOUSE 9372 i "‘ ﬂ’Smuve Secretary, CrLARExCcE E. chxm

Amer1can Frlends Service Commlttee =
- Twenty South T\velfth Street SN ()

Phxladelphla 7

President's War Refugee Board
Washington, D.C.

Attention: Mr. DuBois’
Dear Mr. ’DuBois:

I am enclosiny herewlth a copy ‘of. the cable received from
Sir Herbert Emerpon mentioned in our conversation yesterday.

I would greatly appreciate any comments which you may wish
to make on this.

_ Clarence-E. Pilckett v/
GEP/BER Executive Secretary

Encl. - T . . %

-t
-




Cable to AFSO from Herbert Emerson Director, Infgr—Governmental
..Committee, London (paraphrased by Depart t of Stat trang-
mitted through officlal channels)t

March 21 1944
Rec'd. 5/50/44

bLARENCE PICKETT -

THE VICE DIRECTOR OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE, PATRICK
JMALIN IS IN NORTH AFRICA ON TOUR. ;

HFATHCOTE SMITH FORMER BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL ALEXANDRIA
I8 NEW REPRESENTATIVE OF - INTERGOVERNMENTAL COVMITTEE IN ITALY
HE IS WORKING ON: ‘PROBLENMS OF DISPLACED PERSOUNS WITH ALLIED
CONTROL COMMISSION.

WHILE IN GAIRO ,HALIN HAS TAKEN- INITIATIVE TO SUGGEST THAT
HOWARD - WRIGGINS SHOULD ASSIST HEATHCOTE SMITH IN ITALY:.
WITH THIB WORK UNDER AUSPICES OF INTERGOVERNHENTAL COMMITTEE

"THE NFCESSARY APPROVAL OF ALLIED CCNTROL COMMISSICN COULD BE
;OBTAINED MALIN BELIEVES._

MALIN FURTRFR CABLES THAT SUBJECT TC YOUR APPROVAL WRIGGIVS .
I8 WILLING AND :COULD TAKE CVER BY APRIL FIFTEENTH.

SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT WOULD GIVE YOU-A FOOTINGLIN ITALY FOR
YGOUR. WORK AND WE WOULD WARMLY WELCOME IT.

THE POSSIBILITY OF MEETING VAIL IN NORTH AFRICA HAS BEEN
SUGGESTED BY~ HALIN. -

1°DG NOT KNOW WHERE VAIL Ib.t R oo

Yoo

'CUULD “YOU KINDLY GABLE HIM TO CONTACT MALIN IF HE I8 IN
NORTH AFRICA? ; ) i

-WRIGGINS' SKLARY AND OTHER EXPENSES WE WOULD PAY GLADLY
. BUT IMAGINE YOU PREFER TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR.THIS AND 70
“REGARD : WRIGGINS AS WCRKING UNDER THE WING OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL

”OMJITTEE BUT AS- IN YLUR %FRVIGE,

PR

1 HAVE HAD BENEFIT OF JUDKYN'S CONSULTATION AND ADVICE AND-
THE PROPOSAL I8: SUPPORTED BY- HIM.vz .

A VERY EARLY REPLY WILL'BE APPREGIATED
" HERBERT EMERSON
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" TELEGRAM SENT
PLATN
Marcﬁ 25, 1944
U.S. URGEFT

ANEIT3ASSY,
LONDON.
2%37, twenty-fifth,

“FOR "IVANT
Mr. Taylor reQusstsrthat you . suggest to EmeErson
thaet Malin's participatibn‘in,propossd”dbnveréations

in Yashington will be helpful and that he arrange to

have Malin come to Washington with mim. |
' HULL
(G171)
"YRB :6LW
3/25/41 _ ~ x
i
SR
- ]
] , . i T’




CONTROL ggpy > =/

" KEM-~296 : PLAIN
R
London : v
Dated KMarch 23, 1941
‘R,Ec'vd 10:36 'p.in.,
NEPMITLLT OF \fATL '
AR O 104

Secretary of State,
Wnshingﬁon.

25)8(1 23rd,

Malin-aas suggestse by telegran- to Emeﬁgon from
Noﬂ%h Afri"a that tbe Id6 appointss to MERRA contEmplatsd'
in Embassy's 1762 3r€ bE KEEny. EmErson while. rEcog-
nizing that arrangemznts must cepenc upon still pencing
cecisions concerning UNRRA relations with NERRA accepts
vMalin's estlmats of Kseny's sultability anC says hE\
woulc bE grsatful 1f DEpartmEnt coulc ascsrtaln whsthsr

UNRRA . will be prepared to;psleaser;any,(saio tn;bz now

with qNRRA)'fof employnent uncer IGC e} Cairdrif'dzcisinn—

is~in~favor of IGC having é'rspfeséntétivs there. Please

instruct,

- WINANT




Corgespondence :.

—




ONTROL COPY

CM =750
1722, 1944 s ot
Eqréﬁ §"§ . | X

Secretary of State

..viaghington

.2324, 22nd

Sir Herbert Emerson is pleased at suggestion in

Departmentts 2043, March:17, ﬁidnight and plahs~to
visit ¥Yashington very soon. Plegse so0 1nform Myron
Taylor{ Secretary Morgenthau and.Pehle,

tmﬁassy requssts lmmsdlats authorlty issue'visd/

to &merson to procEEd UnltEd States for dlscussions

conceErning rsfugezs with’ Szcretary Morgsnthau, PEh1e'
and others. REfEPEncES Taylon;and,PEhlg.

WINANT




\ . TELIGRAIT SENT
\ B
This telegram muat be Iarch 17, 1944 ;
ravaphrased hefopr hetne , !
C mloated te anyons Fidnight
CLIER Bhon 2 fovewanent
e (TEL)
SUITIRANOY
L2 DON . ’ R
2043 s
g : .
TOLOAL SIBALE LN
(fbey dlceurtion
Chrivmna, np lefugee r.2d, fognrding the ralntive
flelde of setlon of the Inergoveraiostnl Coulttec
wnt the tur lefugee Donwd, I osusgoest hint vir
v/ eV o :
fHerbert Foerson tnd. Tialin cohe tochington rotn -
Ly o diceuss thir cubject wlth foeretary Zovsentheu,
r. 2chle, nd others intorcitod, e
. §
© o HULL
(ES) '
N .
N
SCPITEB
- : :
: oF
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i ]
B} : '
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE - A ) :
OF THE - Do N B N
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ' ’

ndon March 7, 1944. :
Subject: Refugees in Maurltius. ) : i

The Honorable ‘
.The Secretary of State,
Washington.

3

Sir:

. -
-:’; UV.."

In the enclosed le tter and memorandum submitted to
the Department at ths request of the Dirsctor of the
Intergovernmnental Committee on refugees, the Director
suggests that the debention of refugees in dauritius is
a subject which the War Refugee Poard may wish to oxamine.

Vit la ol

N

The subject of refugess in Maurlitius attracted atten-
tion in the House of Commons on February 25. A copy of the
pertinent record 1s enclosed.

Respectfully vours,
For the Ambasaador:

PRIV

W, 7. Gatmad
Counselor of Embassy

Enclosures:

1/ Cory of letter of March 4, 1944 =
from H. W, Emerson; Director .of. ...
- the Intergovernmental Committee on:.
refugees to Ducknell. - 5

2/ Copy of lemoranduan by H, W. Enerssh
regerding refugees who wish to
emigrate to the Unlted States.

3/ Copy of record of Parliamentary

3 Debates, House of Commons, February 25, ]

1944, Cols. 819-820. b
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y CoPY - Enclosure htﬂ/ t0 déspateh No.
4 : 14311 of March 7,1944 from:ithe - ’
4{ Embassy at bondon,England.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE

Director: 114 Regent Street,

Sir Herbert Emerson, London,S.W,1.
G.C.IEe,K.C.S.I.,C.B.E., March 4th,1l¥dd. -
! R
’ Dear Mr. Bucknell: y

I enclose a memorandum in which I have made repre-
sentations suggesting that the United States authorlties
mizht relax in some respects the procedure now followed
regarding the issue of visas to refugees. Both as High Com-
missioner and as Director of the Intergovernmental Committee
I have had to deal with a number of cases in which 1t has
been relevant. The immediate question has arisen out of a
) representation made to me by the World Jewlsh Congress re-

! gerding certair refugees now. detained 1n Hauritius. In :
considering that case, I came to the conclusion that the
only satisfactory way of dealing with 1t was to ralse the
general lssue. It seems to me a matter which the War
Refugee Board might wish to examine. It 1s a matter of
domestic concern, and it would therefore be lnappropriate
to refer it to the Executlive Committee, which I do not pro-
pose to do. I may say that I have not consulted the British
Government before drafting the MBmorandum, but I am reising
with 1t the question of refugees in Mauritius.to see whether,
even if the present procedure of the State Department cannot
be relaxed, some other way cannot be found out of the
present impasse. 1 shall be grateful, if the Ambassador has
no objection, if the Memorandum cén be submitted to the

. State Department. -t

Yours sincerely,
\ - . g
- ) VAR
- (Signed) H. W. Emerson.

Mr. Howard Bucknell, Jr., .
Bnbassy. of the United States of America,
1, Grosvenor Square, W.l. &

",
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§ * " Enclosure No.2/ to despatch -
![ No0.14311.0f March 7,1944,

: from the Embassy at London,

England,

The object of this memorandum is to represent tp;th§f§§§§g5

Department the case ol refugees who wish to emigmte to thé"
\ ‘ United States of America and experience difficulty in obtaining

the necessary authority either because they are now in deten~

tion or are ex-interneas, or are under certain restriction. Dur-

ing the past two years I have had to deal with cascs of this {
kind (either general or individual) relating to refugees in

the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Trinidad and Mauritius,

and I have no doubt the same problem arises in the case of

refugees elsewhers.

2. 1 was flrst concerned with the case of refugees in
the United Kingdom who wilshed to emigrate to the Unlted States
of America, and who had elther been released from Internment,
or who had not been interned but were subject to certain res-
tridtions. I took part in & conference which was held at the
Home Office, London, on the 16th April 1942, attendsed by repre-
sentatives of the British Home and Foreign O0ffices, and of the
United States Embussy. As a result, a procedure was adopted,
which 1s still in force, by which the Home Office in appropriate
cases lssues a certliicate in the following form:

"It is hereby certified that (A).....{(B).....having
satisfied the Secretary of State that it would not be
prejudicial tothe national interests that he/she should
be left at large and allowed to reside in the Unlted
Kingdom, has been exempted/released from internment
subject only %o the regulations and restrictions which
are applicable to all foreigners resident in the United
Kingdom who are not nationals of a State at war with the
Axis Powers, and subject to any general policy that may
be adopted by His MajJesty's Government from time to time.

It is further certified that the above mentioned S
person was not released from internment.on condition of-
emigration to another country."

A certificate is not given to a would-be immigrant, but™
to the U.S.Consulate General in London (&) .at the request -of
the Consulate General or (b) on production by an applicant of a
letter from the U.S.State Department asking for-such a certificats,

This procedure has, on the whole, worked very satisfac-
torily, but a few months ago I had to deal with a case which
was not covered by it. The facts were briefly as follows: It
related to a youth 21 years of age who had .been interned 1n
England during the general internment, and was. later released
on condltion that .he undertook specified work of national im-
portance, and would not leave it without the permission of - the

" Ministry of Labour. He took up this employment and has.been
in it ever since. His father is on the staff of Brown Unlver-

*~ sity, Providence, Rhode Island. The voluntary committee with
which the youth is reglistered testifies that his character and
general attitude are irreproachable. There 1s no security ob-
Jjection whatsoever. But since there.is a condition attaching to ) P
his release; the Home Office cannot glve the necessary:certifi- -
cate. It may be observed, however, that the condltion in ques-
“tion had no reference-to security. It was imposéd -in: this-and
similar cases in order-to ensure that full Juse would be made of

'p§r§§h§/
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\ persons on release, so that they would make a direct con-
tribution towards the war effort. In this respect it was
in anticipation of the policy later adopted by the Ministry
of Labour, and applied to all free persons, within certain
age 1imlts, of allied or enemy origin, by whlch they were
required to register, and can be directed to employment
related to the war effort. This pollcy was itself a reflec-
tion of the very wide powers exaercised by the Ministry of =
Labour over British subjects in regard to thelr conscription
for and direction to specified employment. This condltional
form of release does not imply any susplcion against the
reliability or conduct of the person concerned, or carry any
imputatlion that he will not make a good citlzen.

3. The difficulty about released Internses in Australia
has, I belleve, been now overcome. As regards Canada, I
understand that the princlpal rellef organization has made
repressntations to the Canadian authorities with the object
of the relaxation of restrictions which are at present re-
garded as en obstacle by the Unlted-.States authoritles, With-
in the past week I have written to the organisation in question
explaining the procedure adopted inthis country and described
above. to-

4. This procedure is, however, not always sultable to
local conditions. I may give two examples with which I have
been dealing recently. The first relates to Trinidad. There,
the refugess in question have been released from internment,
but they are under restrictions applicable to persons of
enemy origin. There seem to be no restrictions anplicable to
foreigners of non-enemy origin. This being so, a certificate
cannot be riven to the effect that they are "subject only to
the regulations and restrictions which are applicable to all
foreigners resident in the United iingdom who are not nstlon-
als of a state at war with the Axis Powers".

5. For Mauritius the facts are different. About 1,400
Jewish refugees of different nationality - Czech, Pole,j.
Austrien and Gerwman - are detained in a detentlon. camp, thav-.
ing been deported towards the end of 1940 from.Palestiney
which they entered illegally. They are well cared for in-the
detention camp, and are given as much liberty as possible,
but there is no means of employment for them-in- the island. :
outside the camp, and there 1s no accommodationavallable.
They have therefore to be kept in a camp. So far as I am
aware there 1s -no objection to them on security grounds,
with the possible exception of a few individuals, and:there
is no reason to suppose that they are not bitterly hostile
to the Nazil cause and very friendly towards the Allied cause:
They are of the same class as other refugees:from Nazi op=
pression, but they have had the bad luck to_be deported to
Mauritius. Had they come to the United Kingdom instead, it
is safe to say that in accordance with the liberal ‘pollcy
pursued by the British Government, at lsast 90 per cent :of
them would have been at liberty, subject to a minimum of
restrictions; and with ample facllities for employment in-. the

.

war effort, They would have qualified for the certificate -had -~

they wished to emigrate to the U.S5.A., and had.they: been other-
wise acceptable. Some of them have relations in the U.S:A.
who are ready to glve the necessary affidavits, but I have
been informed by the World Jewish Congress that 1n. the pregent

circumstances applications will not be entértgiqed*by the U.S.

authorities.
C A . 6/
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6. The above Instances, and thers must be many others,
i1llustrate the anomalies which arise in applying a uniform
procedure to all cascs. These are due to the faot that a’

. uniform policy has not been followed (and indeed cannot be

followed, owing to dirferences in conditions) in different
countries, or even in different parts of the British Empire,
in regard to (a) internment, (b) detention, (c) restric-

tions imposed on foreigners as a bedy, on‘onfthose~pf;Allieda i

origin or on those of enemy origin., The result is that the
measure of restralnt or restrictlon is determined in man
cases more by accidental circumstances and local conditions
than by considerations of the person's relisbllity and loyal-
ty and his fitness to make a good citizen. The fact 1s that,
in war conditions, internment, when not based on purely per-
sonal grounds, does not necessarily imply any stigma on the
individual in respect of reliability or character,

I therefore submit for consideration the question as to
whether the policy now pursued by the United Ststes suthori-
tles cannot be relaxed. The fundamentals of that policy
would appear to be, first that any restriction imposed on a
vouldbe lmmigrant should not be in excess of that imposed
on persons of neutral nationality, and second, that where
the person has been in internment the release should be un-
conditional. I fully realise that apart from the normal con-
ditions atteching to immigration, it 1s essential for the
United States authorities to be couipletely satisfied on two
points, first, that there is no security objection whatsoever
to the grant of a visa, and that second, when a person is
released from internment or detention, the release is not
made mersly ~'t: the object of getting rid of him to the
possible detrime..t of the United Ststes Government. I would
suggest, however, that these conditions can be fulfilled in
many cag », ... . o now excluded ab initio from consideration
by the a:;lication of general principle . To take the extreme
case of persons in Mauritius. They have now been there for
more than three years, so that the authorities must have very
intimate knowledge of their character, reliability, etc, It
ought not to be difficult to establish.a procedure by which,
the local authorities in sauritius could give the U.S. authori-
ties whatever information might be required re arding a‘perti-
cular individual, i1t being understood, of course, that the
Mauritius authorities would act 1in the matter with complete
good falth. If, on the particulars so glven, the United States
authorities were satisfied that he wus. fit for citizenship and
were prepared to lssue 8 visa, then the person would be re-
leased from detention, not in order to get rid of him, but be
cause the United States Government were satisfied that he was
fit for citizenship. That is to say, in the peculiar conditions
of Mauritius (end similar conditions may well arise elsewhere),
the release would follow the satisfactory examination of per-
sonal factors Instead of, as at present, being & condition pre-
cedent to.such examination. In short, I would urge- that where .
a general procedure 1s not appropriste, the scrutiny of in-
dividual cases should be adopted, and the case decided on 1ts
merits. Sincé the general procedure.for refugees in the United.
Kingdom mentioned in paragraph 2 above 1is proceeding satis-. -
factorily, I would not suggest any change in 1t, except that the
few individual casss deserving of consideration which ‘do 1ot
fall within the four corners of the procedure shéuld be ad~
mitted to individual examination on their merits.

H. W. EMERSON

i
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England,

\/ . .
SCURCE: PARLAIMENTARY DEBATES,

House of C,mmons,
23 February 1944.
London.Cols.819-~820

MAURITIUS (JEWISH REFUGEES)

30. ir. Martin asked the Secretary of State for
the Colonles how many European refugees are now
interned on the i1sland of Maurltius; of what
nationalities are they; how many are known to be
sympathetic to the Allled cause; and how many
have prdbssional or technical qualifications of
recognised standing.

Mr. Emrys-Evans: There are some 1,400 Jewish
refugees in- kauritius. They include Austrians,
Czechs, Poles, Danzigers and Germans. I have no
reason to believe that they are other than sym-
pathetic to the Allied cause. I have no data on
the last part of the Question.

Mr. Martin: Is the hon. Gentleman aware that
some of these people have excellent technlcal
qualifications end that the Allieé cause should
maks some use of them, instead.of keeping them
in internment, doing nothing year after yeer?

Mr. Emrys-Evans: A certain number have already
been released and are in the service of the
Allies,

Mr. Astor: Are these refugees doing hothing,
or are they engaged in some useful occupation
te-help the Allled cause? o

Mr, Emrys-Evans: T have said that a certain
number have already Jjolned the Allled Forces.

Mr, Silverman: Is 1t not the case that those
who have not been released, those who are still
in camp - which is the greater number ~ are com=
pelled by the Government to spend deays: in idle-
ness when they are capables of doing useful work
and are anxious to do 1t? :

Mr. Eﬁrys-Evans: I should want notice of that
question, - N

Mr. McGovern: Are these Jewlish refugees being
imprisoned at the same time as they are asked to
do something useful for the Allied. cause?

!

COPY - '
. . Enclosux‘ No.3/ to despatch
No.14311 of iarch 7,1944,
from the Embassy at London,
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PARAPHRASE OF TRELEGRAN SENT

FRO.: Secretary of State, Washington ~§

TO: American Embassy, London
DATED: Barch 6, 1944
NUMBER: 1682
A
U

Your telegrams of February 19 and February 23, 1944,
nos. 1426 and 1495 are referred to herewith. .

Your informing the Direector of the IGC and the Foreign
Office in accordance with your 1426 under reference is

approved by the Department.

STETTINIUS

i

-

.. DECLASSIFIED e
State Dept. Le}ter, 1-11-72

‘ By R. H ?f;r!(s Dntg SEQ 20 1912 ,‘ V,




FROM!
TO:
DATED!

NUMBER!

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED =
Americen Embassy, London )
Secretary of State, Vashington
March 6, 1944 '
18§§

.

In connection with the Embeesy's no. 1836, of

March 6,

the Embssey mskes reference to Medrid's 370,

dated the third of February.

VINANT

oo . DECLASSIFIED
8tate Dept. Iet»er 1-11-72

- By &1 sk it SEE zo 1972
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AGR-~798 Pladn
London
Dated Mareh 6, 1944
Rec'd 715 p.m.

Secretary of State, s
Washington.

1885, Sixth
s

Foreign Office in letjer dabved March 3 suggeste that 1if Department
ogreas an approach be made by our Bubessles in Medrid to Spanish
Government to agree to establishment 9f an XG0 office and to appointment
of Blickenstaff as its reprosentative. Emerson agrees with this
suggestion. Forsign Office states in explanation: "We have now heard
from His Majesty's Rubassy at Madrid about $he propossl to appoint a-
representative of the IG0 tnere.

They are of the opinjon that the Spanish Government will not
wolgome & new refugee mission or office there., Bliokenstaff's office
1s dealing vory well with existing problems end ns you know the United
States Bmbasay and His Majesty's Bubassy have given Blickensteff
himself every poassible support in helping him to overcome a aertain
amount of obstacles and Aifficulty from the Spainish Government in the
courss of hie negotiations with them, From the point of view of
praatige also it would appear to the Spaniards that Hlickenstaff is
being superseded if there wers two refuges offices to deel with instesd
of one. His Majesty's Embassy oonsider also that tho. appointment of
& Spanish representative in Madrid would not -be suitable as -no Spanish
nationsal under present conditions gould be expsoted to take as strong- .
a line as is of ten required with the Spanish authorities. They think
it would be hard to find anyono as good as Bliockensteff for such an
appointment end suggeat that he chould be the representative of the

160. S e

Wo understand thet the United States Anbaseador fully agress
with\,thia opinion of Hliokenstaff aind is emphatic on the nosesaity of

any uther refuges organization working through hign and not independsntly.”

WINANT
MRM

go: B8ea'y, Abrehemson, Bernstein, Oohn, DuBoia {B), Friedusn, Gaston,
Hodel, Lavghlin, Lesser, Luxford, Mam, UoCormaock, Paul, Pahle, Pollak,
Standisp, Stewars, H. D. White, Files: :

i

S S




EGC=118 PLAIN

London

Dated karch 3, 1944

Rec'd 11:59 pen,

Secretary of State

“ashington

1762, 3rd
X

In letter dated

letter of February 18th quoted in Ewbassy's 1520,

Pebruary 2ith and asks whether Intergovermental Cone

mittee can now o chead with aﬁpointmsnt of rsprkacntgtivs

i ¥

of cormittes with LIEia. See also Embassf;s 1159,
February 21st. *oreign UfficE being in egreenent may
te not now inform director that Intergovemmental
Cornittee can proceed with appointment of rtprssentative

with MERRA

| WINANT

MEV
EMB
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CONTROL GO 2

ClLi-550 PLAIN
Algiers
Dated March 2, 1944

. REC!A 2:33 paelie

Secrctary of State,

Washington.

X . -
685, second.
Following has been received from Calro.

v
Malin Vice Director Intergoverﬂ;sntal Committee

on Refugees has arrived, Planning to remaln four or
five days then proceed to Jérusalem and perhaps
Ankara then return to Algiers by March 15th or-20th.

Please inform Department. - ty

No word has reached Malin concerning outcone

of wife's operation so please WirE news heres

Signed Kirk.




’ £mazET ey g
G4R=-913 ) . PLiHIN & : ’
Londoen
Dated Februcry 29, 1944
- REc'd 7 pame
Secretery of State

%cshington

1855, 29th

s prelude to the forthcoming Hodéé“bommon§3
debete on Intergevernmental Committee tnd following
up eerlier editoricls today's MANCﬁéSTER GULRDIAN
has editoricl on refugee sltuction ending as follows:
"guccessful Effort demends os 1t -has alweys
demanded the use of men, money, btime, Energy pErsonally‘
directed with adaqutts authority to thE work of rEscuE.
‘This is what the 1mericnn Government ennounces it is
goin@ to provide. It is what we are not providing but -
could still do if we chose. The ponderous Inter- - T
- governmentel Committee will never by itsglf-do what
is needed." ' Sl ) i
v ' o
WINLNT




BE=334 PLAIN
London

Datea Februvary 28, 1244

N OF STATE
7 DIVL—A(W OF
Secretary of State FER 28 1044

“fashington : R e

Y

U i; ENT
1897, Twenty—cighth
X
By wav of urgent reminder Embassy desires to
state that reply from Dppaptm&nt oh two points is
ngEceEgsary to reach us by twentv-ninth if to be of
use in oreparing for parliamentary Qebate Usdqcsaay
aorining on Inter—CovsrnmEntal commi ttEE "On rEf“LEES.
One. As requested in Embassyls 1393 eightEenth
final oaragraph consent is requested to statement
- EPEdiSEd on aporoval of Lolding of pienérf mesting. %
Director has approval from Argentine, Brazil, Netherliands
renresentatives Expects French apbroval and urg;ntly B
TESLTES OUrsa. . )
Two. Reward*ng the understanding reduEstzé iﬂ
- hﬂoassy’s 1654 fwenty-fifth pEnuluimatE paragranb {
ﬁorrign Office urgently AEsires Expression of :

anvroval, ’ T e

/
Tmn e WINANT

RR
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UNITED STATES CF AMERICA

London, February 25, 1944

No. l4,dé'7 / ! V i
{
SUBJECT Refugee Relief Profgct Through Interﬁgtional A
Red Cross. W
.- N
» . R ST 14
4 NI RAEREN
me o
1‘:{\-' '.' ..
' )
manwoi vkﬁ% e : B
W N ) o)
A www Ty s
The Honorable Tl V"““i*/. . ’ : (]
The Secretary of State,)ﬂfwﬂqlh\ o mel L -
Washington, R A oo ’3 :
. :ﬂ N
Sir: ‘ T ' l e
; . 1
I have the honor to refer to ‘the Department's ¢ 53
telegram no. 1020, February 9, ll.p.m., from the . N
1/ War Refuges Board and to transmit herewith copy of a - L5
, letter and 1ts enclosures received by the Embassy 5 N
! from the Director of the Intergdvernmental Cowmittee I

_ on Refugees in response to the communicatibn to the . w
" Director which the Embasay was 1nstructed by the tele—
.gram under reference to make.

Respecﬁrully‘yours,

N ' . For the Ambasgador:
- L]

ER ‘/ S A i

W. J. Gallmad +

4 b Counselor of Embassy
Enclosure: ' e g
1/ Copy of lobter from the Intergovernrental SRR ¢
. Committes on Refugees, datad 21st February, - }

% 1944, reference 171/98 HWE/ENS. -




Enclosure no. 1 to despatch no. 14,087 from the Embassy
at London, dated February 25, 1944,
v ) . .
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GCOMMITTEE ON REFUGEES

Our Ref: 171/98 11 D Regent Street,
HWE/EMS : London, S. W. 1.

2lst February, 1944

Dear Mr. Bucknell:

Will you kindly refer to your letter of February 12, ‘
1944, informing me that, on the approval of the War =~ .
Refugee Board, the United States, Treasury had issued v
appropriate licences to the Joint Distrl bution Committee
to carry out the programme referred to in my letter
No. 171/98, of December 7, 1943. I now enclose & copy
of a letter dated 16th February, 1944, (with a copy of
its enclosure), received from Monsleur Haccius of the
London Delegatlon of the International Red Cross, and
a copy of my reply thereto,

Ld
I am sending Mr. Ranéall at the Foreign Office a
copy of the correspondence.

Yours sincerely,

H. W. Emerson, i.

kS
5

v
Mr. Howard Bucknell, Jr., . .
Embassy of the United States of America,
1, Grosvenor Square, W. 1. B

Encs. 3.

RIS 4
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Copy
171/98
HWE/EMS -

B

Dear Monsieur Hacclus,

In reply to your le

21lst February, 1944

tter of the 16th Fébruary, 1944,

with which you enclosed a copy of the note dated 5th

February, 1944, from the

International Red Cross at

Geneva, I wrlte to say that we have heard from the

United States Embassy in
Treasury, with the appro
has 1ssued appropriate 1
Committes, the effect of
tribution Committee will
Red Cross the sum of one
for the purpose of carry

London that the United States
val of the War Refugee Board,
icences to the Joint Distribution

which is that the Joint Dis-

make available to the International
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000)

ing out the scheme of assistance

to certaln groups of Jews in Europe, which has been the

subject of «dilscussion be
and the Intergovernmenta
that the licences will ¢
other supplies in Rouman
that the Joint Distribut
touch with the Internati
ready done so. The rels

tween the International Red Cross
1 Committee. We are informed
over the purohase of food and
ia and Hungary. I have no doubt
lon Committee will get into early
onal Red Cross, 1f it has not al-
tions between the two will be

direct and not through the Intergovernmental Comuittes,

It will not, therefore,
Red Cross to render acco
Commi ttee as was provisi
the International Red Cr
progress of the scheme,

Under this arrangem
the enclosure to your le
money across the blockad

be necessary for the International .

unts to the Intergovernmental

onally proposed, but T hope that
o088 wlll keep us informed of the

ont the difficulty mentloned in
tter, regarding. the transfer of
@, would apparently no lohger

Ry

exlst, but I am sending a copy of the corrospondence

and of this letter to th
United States Embassy in
action 1s necessary.

Mon eur R. A. Hacg&us,
Comlte International de la Croix-Rouge,
London Delegation,

55, Pell Mall, S. w. 1.

e Forelgn Office and to the
London, in case any further

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) H. w. tme%son.




f - Copy COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA
CROIX~-ROUGE.

Gendve, & Janvier, 1944.

D&légation du Corité Tnbernationsl
de la (rdx-Rouge en Grande-Bretagne.

Concerne: Secours aux Tsradlites en Europe,

Falsant siit: d notre not- No., 2971 (JES/HL) du
décembrs 19043, nous fuyeons utile de vous cormmuniquer
irnformations sulvantas:

13
le

s

zate des 29 et 30 1cverbre 1243, les Gouvernemonts
amdricain et britanriqie row ant fait savoir, par l'inter-
A . v . A
mediaire de leurs lézations & Usrae, qu'ils ne désiraient
(&8s cue le Coriitd Iaterrabiond ds la Sroix Rouge procédds
4 des transmissiams dlarzen’ 4 travers le Blocus, de telles
trarsrissions éturt de la comdéisace nxclusive des Pulssanced
Protectrices. Une sxeeption & (e p-inclpe serali toutsfols
lorsque, 2n l'elrencs de Filviance Protectrice, le
International de la Jr2o'x iowe sureit 4%8 requis
Zouverrerent 42 proedlsr 4 om:3 tslle transmission,

Cr, vous save:z que 1ctree ceuvre It shcoirs en faveur
des Isradlites en Eurone récasiltars vriisarblablemant
das bransfers d'arrent -isiez cor 5 darullar,  Vous savez

\ ésalement que les intérits 1os TsraSlites dens les pays
de l'axe ne sont par reprasensés rar une Pua!asance Pro-
tectrice, et que le Comlsé Du-ru tlonal de la Croix
Rouge sembls étre, pour le wcaa b, la seul intermédiaire
canpable de les secourir cd'uns rgiidre efficace,

[}

Nous tenons & préclse~ st rois es»rons que notre
. . - < 5 7
lettre du 9 decambre 1! 43 at Jirocteur du Comlité Inter-

. souvernenmental pour les 3fu;ilés na sera pss.considérbe
3l ?
} comme une infraction ax »é~las I Llocus, telles qut.
; N « ’ .
elles visnnent ds rous Atre rasdelaes var--Ises Gouverno-

ments britanniqus ~t aréricatn.

En falt - et notrs leltrs ntégalt pout-4trée pas assez
explicite sur ce polnt - 431 nous avons offert dlentreprendre
une action de secours & concéitia: 3.t'une prenidre. sorme
de 300.000 frs soit mise £ ro-sre lisnosition, 11 est bien
évident que cette orffre &tait coliliionnée var ltautori-
sation formelle des Autoritéds di .Mccus a un tel transfert
dtargent.

3

ey

Hous vous serions done recomna’csants de bien voulolr
porter les informations ci.dessuas & la ::0nnalssance:du

Al

¥

A Comité Intergouvernemental, en exprinunt ie disir que. co
B ' Comité veuille bien intervenir lul-n.&ms auprés-des ~
4 Autorites du Blocus en que d'obtenir Yeg-Trelilités .

. nécessaires & l'action de seco

Urs que nNong. sommes préats
4 entrevrendre.

Divlision des prisonniers fnternds et civils.
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Cepry -
COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
Agence Centralec des Prisonniergjge.ﬁge -
. ) e
London Dolegation,
55 PallMall, S. W. 1. ¢
16th February, 1944
RAH/HF.

51r Herbert Emerson, G.3.1.E., K.C.I.m.,
High Commissioner for Refugees,
11D, Regent Street, &, Vv, 1.

Dear Sir Herbert,

I have just received from Geneva a note which is
complementary to the letter addressed to you by the
Committee of tne 9th December, 1943; this oytlines
the conditions governing the transfer of funds by the
Committee through the blockade. I enclose copy of
this note (No. 3980) for your information.

I should be obliged if you would let me know when
Jou obtain any result in your dealings with the M.E.W.
regarding the purchase of foodstuffs in Hungary.

Iy headquarters also wish me to inform you that they
are willing to supply you with any further Information
you may require, and which may not be contained in-their L
letter of the 9th December, 1943.
Yours sincorely,
(Signed) R. ‘A. Haccius.
X 5,

Enclosed copy letter No. 3980,




G’win L ug{g*‘{

PARAPHRASE OF TELRGRAM RECEIVAD

FROM$ Amgrioan Embassy, London

T01 Se-eronry of Btato; Washington

DATED: ) Fobruary 24, 1944

RUMBER: 1513 ¢
g U

Reference Embnssy's 1493, February 23.

The Embassy orally conmunicated to the IGO0 Direotor
received similar information through the Jib.reign Office,
In regard to the IGO0 repressntative in Port'ugn.l it 1;
Haped by the Director that the Department will’po-tp;go x
taking a position., Pexrtinent information which the
Director dutre- to be considered is’ expectod to bo
brought by Doputy Direstor Kullman who ia to return to
Loadon by the béginning of March,

WIxmer

kS

col Mias Ohaunoey. Maun. Paul, Gaston, H.D.- Wh!.te. Pehle,

lnxford, DuBois (2 copies, E.N., Bernstein, Btenx't, Lesger,’

Friedman, Miss Hodel, Mr, Pollak, Mr. Albnhanon. Miss Laughlin,

DE(IA%S&FIFD
Stt\lo Depty Letter, 1+ 11-72

. By R H. Parks Duwsw 0 1972




GAR-333 ' PLAIN
London
Dated February 24; 1944
Ree'd 5352 pam,

Secretary of State

i
H
!
i

Weshingbon o
~as ne sy
15;0, twenby fourth

S

ffice has supplied us copy'of letter

February cighteonth from Forelgn Office to Emerson
regardirg IGC representative with R;rra (SEE-Embassy’s
1439, twintrfirst) in which Foreign Officc'staﬁss:

"Fe have just heard from Liatthews, Difséforrpr
Merra, vho entirely agrees wi%h the proposal.: He '
adds that with the increasing-volumcwof,work”therc,jhz
is néarly desperate for skilled assistqncé'df ali'kinds
and find§>tha suggestion thiet this rEprESEntaﬁiVE in ®
addition to his primary task should 5E>§blgﬂtb hélp

with Merra's current activities most welcome,"

ULWANT

S
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: ~ Amerioan Embassy, London{
TO3 Seoretery of State, Viashington
DATED¢ February 23, 1944
NUMBER $ 1499
T —
We should appreciate confirmation, before informing

valreqt
’IGG/%gein%%ruoted in Department's telegrem of Februery ag,

No. 1330, that we are to inform him thus without awaiting
fnstructions in reply to Embassy's telegram of the 19th,
No. 1426, and without advising the Forelgn Office that the

aireotor is so being informed by us:

WINANT 7. ,
ORTRAL ., o
BSS; é‘, '.\;? | |
~
%
- swepgﬁfiﬂﬁﬁf?;i.m = )
E 1 SEP-20 1872

- By R 155 pairke DB,




Miss Chauncey

Ur, Peul

Mr, Gaston

My, H, D, White
Mr. Pehle

Mr, Luxford

Mr. DuBois (2)
Mp, EM, Bernstein
My, Stewart

My, Lesser

Mr, Friedman
Miss Hodel

Mr. Pollek

My, Abrahamson
Mies Lughlin
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LFR-978 PLAIN S .

London
Dated February 23, 1944

Reec'd 5:13 p.m. -

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1%33, twentythird

Foreign Office now -informs us in letter dated
February 21 of change of view concerning appoinfmsnt of
1GC reprzsuntativc at Lisbon (EmbaSay's 1246, fourteenth).

——r
Emerson is writing us today that hE 15 not at prEssnt

inclined to accept the revised Forsign Offics view nor
does he beligve Exécutivs committez will accspt it, \
but states he is seeking further information. Forgign
office letter February 21 states as foiib&;;.; e

_ "As a result of receiving: further information from
Lisbon we are compelled to modifyboﬁr views bo,séméf’r 7
extent. It appears that a mEzting was hsld at . your
Legation at which thE Joint - Distribution Commlttzz,
Hicem, the Unitarians and the SociEty of Frizndsrwsre
rzprssentéd. ThEsE wErE unanimous in thé opinion that-

a local reprzsentative of thE Intergovsrnmantal

‘Committee:




) ' W‘/”%”/ o

\\Q =29 /?W

\ ‘ J\PARePHRAsE OF TELEGRAM SENT .. o ... g
FROM: aoraetary of State, Wanhington
TO: ///fmerionn Embnesy, London
DAT DY’ Februery 22, 1944 '
NUMBER3 1§?o ' :

It 1s requested that you a2dvise the Director that the

-Departmont is in agreemsnt with tho views which he expressed,

transmitted in your oable of December 30, 1943, No. 9066, and
to state further that when the Fedhala Camp was first agreed
upon it was tho understanding of the United States and British
Governments that the oamp was to be a temporary one and that
the respon$ibility of finding a more permsnont place for tha
refugeses acoepted at Fedhala would fall to the Intergovern-~
mentel Committee, . :

At that time it was envisaged thaéf%ﬂérpermanqnt m;g,
ration of tho refugees might bhe orgunized or fhétrthey migﬁt‘ber ~
wamoved for the duration of the wer to a more pormanont plaoe
and thereafter to return to their oountries of origin in Europe.

Thoae plans romain in effact, and 1t is nnticipated that,
in order that the foregoing objeotives oan be aohlaved as soon
as possible, close working relations may be eatabliahed,between -
the Fedhala administration and the London and/or Alglers offlse
of the Intergovernmental Committee, Since the odnéénﬁ‘ot the.

French committeéxor—National Libéiatibn wéé ‘baged on the‘temporary

. stay of the refugeds-at Fedhala Cemp, this 8 espeo!ally desirable.

The roregoing

o 7 DECLASSIFIED |
Stnte Dept. Lefter;:1-11:72

By R }i.’Par,k‘s Duw;S-E:P-Q 0- 1972
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-Bm
. - The foregoing message was repeated to Madrid for N
Beokelman's attention. . : IR T —
. STEPTINIUS

(Aoping_)



e¢o1 Miss Ohauncey
‘e, Pavl
¢, Gaston
Mr, Ho D. White ' .
X Mr, Pehle ’
i e, Luxford .
Mr. DuBoid i - JEN
Mr. BE. No Bernstein
¥, Sﬁmi |
M¥r, Lessex
Mr, Friedman- . B
Miss Hodel
Mr. Pollsk
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DATED:  February 22, 1944

FROM:  Sedretary of Stats, Washington

nuY 1IN NAN
“ BONTAL OOF

[
Wil § iiw fe
PARAPHRASE OF TELBGRAK SENT. . . = or o in @ oo

v

Amorican Embassy, London

NUMBER: 1323
X

Referring further to notification sent to Iishon referring .

to the Department's telegram of January 25, no. 626, the following

has been received from the American Legation at Iisbon, and you

are requested to please transmit this message to the Direotors e R

of IGC:

We are of the opinion, after consultation with
representatives of the British Hubassy, the Joint
Distribution Committee, HICEM, the Friends and the
Unitarians, that for the present no useful purpose.
wouid. be served by the opening of a)branch ofi‘icq,of 7 i“-\ - *
the Intergovernmental Committee onVRefugees or ofi’the, 7
appointment of a Portuguese nétional as reﬁfésentéﬁfé
of 16C, ’
/ 7 N
At present the number of stateless refugees in
Portugal is slightly more than 500 which figu;-e is
expected to be reduced shortly Wto'r about 400 and such-

problems as are currently arising are'beiﬁg handled

satisfactorily by existing organizations, o .

-The re]ief

. DECLASSIFIED S
State Dcpt Latter, 1- 1172

"By R 2N Parks Dnbesm 0- 1972
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The relief organization's representatives who met tods.y’with
the British and ourselves are in agroement, with the foregoing and
have stated that their ends will be served if they can count on
the diredt support of the American and British Lﬁsaions in
approaching the Fore:l;.g!n 6£fice when' the occasion seems to require
such, Qur represeﬂtativa stated that our instructions would
make it possible for us.to do this and the closest cooperation®
was offered by us, . ~

This message repeated by courler to Madrid,

- s
L STETTINIUS
(Acting)

Y 5§

‘ , , He Y, White, Pehle, Luxford, Dubois, E. Ne Bern-

: Messrs., Paul, Gaston, His “¢ te, Pehle, Luxford, D y ;
oot s::isn;, ewa;t,'Le's's;r, Friedman, Pollak, Abrahamsony Misses Cha.\me:‘ey,
Hodel,” Laughline - . : "\




G..R-88 PL.IN
Tondon
Dated Februery 19, /1944
» Rec'd 63114 P
Secretory of State . )

D 1edd

Viashington !

1:26, Hineteenth '

“ie ne.ve discussed subjeet of Department's 1051,
tenth, vith Foregign Office which,gxprzsséé}viaﬁ thet
choice of & final destination for rEfugEés nécoﬁmoddfsd
at North .frice refugee center should fall Githin,thé
sphere of the IntergovernmEﬁtal Commiﬁt;i{hndjgkprgéééél
willingness to agsociate with thE—UnitedwstafES:Gpv;rﬁ—
mnent in suggesting to the IntzrgovsrnmsntalVCommitféE
that tgay should examineg this question, ~If Department

approves we will follow this ling: in rsftfring,mdttzr

to IGC in association with British.

IHLNT
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LFR-771 © PLAIN
London

Dated Febru.ry 18, 1944

Rec'd B8:44 p.m.

secretary of State,

Washington.

1393, eightzsrth
PleasE 1nstruct urgently regardlng reEqQUESE by
Tord Winterton as Chairman of IntcrgOVErnmEntal
Committee on Refigees for Plenary mEEtlng and for
agreement to a statement by Eden in Parliamegﬁrréfsrrlng
- thereto contained in lettzr dated Februnry 16 (qgs
- despatch 13676, February 2 @ntitled propoged. 166
Plenary meeting)s
"Yqy will remember taat when thE EXECUthE
Committee met on quust 4 1qst it was f lt that
having regard to the urien<y ~f thE problam; it was
degirable to ask the n'«b v govarnmcnts to giVE WldE
pOWEDS to thE txccutivs Commlttse by corrEspondEncE
hather thun Lo incur the delay that would havs bEEn
N inevitable nad it pEER necessary to cqll a mEEting of
the Plsnhry'cdmmittza. In f“ct it was not posslbls
: 7 to call
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“which the British Government’ will move. for provision =~~~ AT

-2- #1393, eighteenth, from London ) ) |

to call a representative’ 7 “eting until the attitudé
was known of those governments who were invited to
DECOME MEMDErS. V

The position has now chénged insomuclr ag
sufficient governments havé replied to enable a
representative meetin  te be called, and as chairnian
I have felt for some time that a Plenary meeting should
be arranged so soon as this can cbnvsnienﬁly be doné.
Apart from other m :tters which would comﬁ.ﬁsfors tﬁE
meeting, it is very desirecble that th; constitutién
and procedure of the Committet should be de:inca in
rules approved b: the Plenary,CbmhiftEﬁ ds,é,whols.,
The director is now En-—iged in dydffingiruizsiwhiéh'
I hope will be laid before the EXécﬁtivsicbmmitt;g
in the near future for its consié;fﬁtigﬁ'bcfofé"éub;
misgion to the Plenary Committeé. 7 : '

Another reason for " ling a m;Etingwiéuﬁhat thear"s‘A
is somg criticism of the fact'thaﬁ»hone has §0'fgr
been convened ara I have reésﬁp tp;ﬁaliegﬁ,that this
criticism is 1ikEl& to bE mace in.thﬁquﬁsé éf,éommpns

in thE«forthcoming degttz on-a supplém;ntarj*aéﬁim&te : !

of itéLshafg!tbwarés*tﬁgrEkpgndituhs of tnﬁ’CémmittEE.' 

If Your




-3~ #1393, eight .enth, from London

" If Your Excellency agrees, .I would 1like -that
opportunity to be taken of letting it be known that
the Executive Committee has in mind the convening of
a Plenary meeting as socn 23 convenient and subjscf to
your agrseﬁtnt, 7 would Arrange for the Szcretary of
State to include in his opening speech scmsthiné on
the following lines: .

'T would explain tn. it the ExscutivsrCOmmiﬁtEE has
been empowered in very wide teErms by the mémber goveErn-
ments-to carry on t e work of,jgg;gommitt?;jand it is
in fact do&ng go. The msmb;r gOVErnmEnts by égrasing
to this course have avoldea tﬁ€ dslqyﬁin_tékiﬁgiacgipn
which would have bEEnEinEvitnblerhgd itiﬁésn‘nE§Essafy
to call a meeting of ths Pl;néry G?mmittsslinrﬁh;?gquy
days of the reorganization but T understand from the
chairman that the Excoubi-c Committes is fully alive .

to the desirability of culiing such a mésting in the

near future and that pre- =;t;qﬁs'torthis,shd'ihcluding'

the draft of the consit?:iop of the Gommittee and

its rules of prosdure aFfe in hand,! We could then

pErhdps cobsidsr df/thz storgebing Tof ihs'Ex;cutivtr

Committee the quesbion £ < sulteble date for a Plenary
meeting and some “of the matters arising out ol 1t .M

. Tar- T V:'\j' n
-~ LMS WINI;}VT

|
i
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BJR - AIRGRAM

N i Lt~

N FROM -
LONDON

i

Dated February 15, 1944
Rec'd 4 p.m., 19th

Secretary of State,’ o g

Washington.

A-les February 15, 3:085 p,.m,
Pursuant to Department's Airgram A—l46 12:10 p.m,

February 1, 1944, the Embteesy communicated contents. to

e
Director of Intergovernmental Committee on-refugees and -

has received from him the following 1étter‘in reply
dated Februsry 14, (IC/234/102)t
"I am writing to thank you for yourflettgr;of'thex

A-

12th February regerding the transfer 6frréfugees from

Spain and Portugel to Palestine. We have been 1n,t§@ch'-

for some time with the Foreign Office and‘theiv01Uhtéry
organiza%ions concerned in‘this transfer,kwhich as.you
know has been pending for many months. We'received a
cable, dated the 25th January from Mr. cR;lwnsnrt;z. of the
J.D,0.} who was .then -in Liebon, giving the “following::
figures.~0ne hundred and seventy—one pansengers—from
Lisbon:.and Five hundred and seventy from Cadiz, giving

_a total of geven hundred and rorty—one paenengers. I

have since seen 1n-therPress that,the~nh;p reached Haifa

safely!, .
WINANT:
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TO

FROM

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATEFeb. 10, 1944

Mr. Legsex

J. W. Pehle

We will soon have to make up our minds what we
are going to do vis-a-vis the IntergovernmentaIJCommittee.
This questlon is bound to come up in all sorts of wayé, including
the furnishing of funds to the Intergovernmental Committee.
Accordingly, I should like to have you undertake the assignment
of finding out all t}lere is to be found ogt' in Washington about
the Intergovernmente.i Committee.

Please give me a definit‘ive report on this by TN

Monday, February 14.




Copies to:

Mr. Pehle

‘Mr. Luxford

M. DuBois . -
\ ¥ro B, M. Bernstein . o v {
: ¥r, Lesser

M, Friedman )

Miss Hodg),




- e 3
"~ FOREIGN FUNDS GONTROL . :
. ,
February 5, 1944
) MRS. TAYLOR:

We sent a copy of this to

Mr. O'Flaherty.

0. A, SCHMTDT . -
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EOC - 730

PLATIN

London

Dated February 2, 1944
. Reetd 5145 pam,:

SECI‘EtaI‘y of StatE, , G044
Washington,

923, seEcond,
LS

IGC Director informs us pursuant to 1

ast ssﬁtancs
Departmentts 709 twenty-

eighth that'ne has ‘arranzed

for releasg Thursday Dsbruary thlrd .or follow1ng

communique : at the mseting of ths 4th Au”ust 1945

the Execcutive Committse PESOlVEG to 1nv1ts cErtaln

BOVErmments who had not prsv1ously DEEN memﬁsrs to

become members of the IntergovsrnmsntwL Cmmv

ittEE
\on | Refugees,

ReEplies to the ihvitation havs s0. Lﬂr bsen PECElVEd

from the SOVErmments Ol Czechoslovakla, Egypt, India,

“Trlca and the : . RS
Uhion of Sovigt Soc1a11st Rspubllcs,

Luxembourg, Polang, Union of ‘South

a1l of whom ’ f
Vhavz accepted the invitation,#

WINAND -




F87 44
‘Copies to:”

fom

Mr. Pehle
Mr. Luxford
\ Mr. DuBois
' Mr. Issser
Mr. Friedman
Miss Hodel’




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECRIVED 7%/ /69 Zéz .

FROM: ' + _ Americen Imbassy, Madria = : )
TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: ® Febrnar& 3, 1944
NUMBER 370
X
U

Reference is made nnrewith to the Depertment's telegram of
January 27, No. 223. .
It is believed by the Embassy that papreaentatidn of

. Intergovernmental Committes in Madrid could effectively and ade-

quately be handled by Mr. David §1lnkenstnff,~bireoton of Offioce
of “Representation in Spain of american rellst orgnn;zntipns",
without the necessity of opening a separate ortfne.‘ Although
Bliokenatnff en Amerlean oitizen with whose work IGC 1s already
familiar, has no officlel status, with tha support of the Embaasy

X
he has gained confidende and respeot:of Spanish Government and

'tbey recognize him as a qualified iepreséntative of stnteiesn

refugees in Spain. You nre P?re referred to my despatoh of
R (LR iy

Jenuary 24, No. 1932. At this time, the Embasay does 1ot favor
the opening of a separate offlce or.the appointment qrra Spanish

national as representative of IGO.

Although At appears . thet the opanish Government 1s willing
to aocept IGG represantation, it is" stated by the- Foreign office

that 1t vould prerer that 1t be handled, as suggested through

Blickenstafr.

_ The abovo meaaage repeatad to London and Lisbon ror the

1ntormntion of. our &mbanay thoro. o R i ; . '7 -

TN

”\_/\,_)

: }IAYE
" DECLASSIFIED ~ -
State Dept Tetter, 1-11 72"

. ‘By’ R. H. PQ?LS Dntet_‘S‘E_E—..VZO 1972




2/11/44,
CoptesYto:

Mr+ ‘Pehle
Mr. Luxford
Mr. DuBois
Mr. Stewart
Mr. Iesser
Mr. Friedman
Mr. Pollak
Miss Hode)

At

TE L GRAM SE i

Pzl VE :" ) ,_:6”_-::
February 2, 1944 O

%
N

Shaly

LQNDON,

62§ second
Concerning terms of anurosch to IGQC Director roferred

to in your 4852 Jenunry 18 Deportunent cugrects tn.t the
vworde FCIY seeking the heln or rdvice af’ the Committe
L O3 in 1leat centence of uars groph numbeved one be
changed to read UGTE seeking informetion and sdvlce from the
Conmittee Ui UCTE. It i our view;that above change &akes
cleor that the Committes im nog expected to agsume
reevonsibility for ;rovlding mrteéial rA;m but ‘1t may ect
in & consultwtlve capacity.

The following addition kY aupgpsted at the\end of last
sentence of nnrngreph numbered two oS and ite udvice

suoula ve eoubht in each instance. &he uommittee ahoulu be

Vlnformed of blockage facilitles which may be ‘gronted by our

reevective Governments for maintensnce of refugees Wiy foTs,
It ie thought thet IGC should be therégéncyrthrough wunlch
Petivities on behalf of refugess iﬁ"SVztierlsnd ehould be

clesred and the obove sdaition ig 1nten0ed to clarify this point.
HULL "

AAB
840.48 Hefupees/&Old ( )

VDIRIREGIGE Ly COT/L. . el WP e
Er. Pell

&
S I
§
.i;

!
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whis telegram ...st be paraphrased : .
before being communicated to anyone . . Dated January 31, 1944

other than a GQovernmental agenoy. (ER)
. Rectd 6340 peme

gecretary of Stats, : t‘ ‘%

Washingbon, - '

U.S. URGENT

882, January 31, 10 p.m.

F)C(n THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY FROM CASADAY

Dopartment's 749, January 29, o

I have discussed with the };mbaumdor the mossage under
reference, He tells me has already taken up ths President's
acticn vith the Intergovernmental Committee for refugees, - He has
suggested that the British form a governmental committee. of
Ministers similar to that established in the United Statoé.

The Ambassador wants to help in every way he can, He anks

me to thank you for your message. B ‘ v

/ :
WINANT

ehicopy
2= =il

Distributed to Seoretary (Wrs E. M. Bernsteinjs M. Do¥.Bell (r. Detrich)’

Mc. Paukj Mr. White (Mr. E.M.Bernstein-Orig,. )3 Mr. Luxford; Mc. Pshle;

M¥r. E.M.Bornstein; Nr. Qlasserj Mr. Taylory Mr. Nessj Mr. DuBois; Mr. lesser B

Mr. Friedmany Miss Hodel




DEPARTHENT ) o

AMEMBASSY,
LONDON.

The Depabtment agrees that the ultimate disposition

of the occupants of the North African refugee center ghould be

a function of the Intergovernmental Committes as suggested in

your 8787, December 18,

You are requested to éi\e‘cuss the matter with
British Foreign Office and collaborate with British in preparing
the question for official reference to the Dirgctoraté of the

Intergovernmental»(}bmmittee. PleasE keep Depariment advised of

‘developments.,

N
840.48 Refugees/488s

- YD:RU:MCC:GF  12/22/43 Eu C1/L -
: M qul




PLAIN

London

Dated December 18, 1943
+Reetd 1 pat

Secretary of State

Washingten

8787, Eighteenth, '
Embassy wiahed to raise question whether Department may
not desire that Embassy discuss with Foreign Office (as in the
matter covered by Department's 7946, Sixteenth) terms under
which some ultimats aspects of North Africa refugee projact
) might be referred to Intergovernmental Committee,

In & letter dated December 16 to Fred Hoshler attached
to this Embassy the director includes this incidental comment:
Uwith regard to the ultimate disposal of occupants of the camp

in North Africa it has been understood :that this will be the.

function of the Intergovernmental committee but the, comnittee

has so far not been officially informed to thie effect. It ds
prepared so it should be informed off:.c:le.lly ‘at the e\arliest

date, In order to perform it, it w'lll be eseential that it

should have a representative in North Africa who w:lll ‘on” the

oen hand be_ in close touch with the French authorlties and on

the one hand be in close touch with' the- Frenoh authorities a.nd on
the other hand will have atcess to the camp and work cloaely ‘
with the camp director and his oi‘ficials. The headquarters of :
the representative should be in Algiers smd ha nay have to he.ve an 'V
ass: st&nt who will spend most of his. tlme 1n the ca.mp. The -

' question of a representative or the Intergovernmental Committee ‘




at Algiers is under consideration in connection vwith a proposal

made by the Department of State to the Foreign Office that the
Intergovernmental‘coﬁmittee should have representatives im

various countries®,




Y "MH ' PLAIN
: e
London
Dated September 9, 1943

: Rec'd 11:47 pem.
Secretary of State,

Washing ton.

5382 , ninth

Having made an unsuccessful effort to convene
! a meeting of the Executive Committee (which apparently
cannot meet before September 30) the Director of
the f;ter-Governmental Committee on Refugees called
an informal meeting in his office this afteruoon
at which the Embassy and queign Office,were
represented and the Director: and Viee Difector
attended., With the entire agreement of the Vice
Director the Director presented the following
personal joint suggestions for'the"eonsideratioﬁi
of the Department and Foreigr Office: "The
gessages from the Department of State‘conveyed
through the American Embassy raise two questions

which are closely- related namely (one) the

safety of foreign refugees in féaly itself and

(two) the safety of " foreign refugees in the portions
S of southern France hitherto occupied 5& the. Italians.

The unconditional surrender of ‘Italy has changed

the position,




-2- #5982, ninth from London

the position in some respects. It would seem fo
have changed it for the better insofar as (one)
direct and open negotlations can now ‘take place
between the Allled authorities and the Itallan
authorities (two) it is definitely in the interests
of the Italian authorities to do‘ﬁll they can to
meet the wishes of the Allies (three) one may
expect, although one cennot assume, that the
territory occupled by the Allies in Italy will
expand in the near future (four) the prospects

of Switzerland having access to countries oﬁher

than those occupied by the enemy are:definitely
improved although the date at which theve will;be,»
a common frontier between Switzerland and:igqlian.
territory occupied by the Allies, depepdinéﬂgé;;ﬁ
does, on the progress of military operatiohs;iéir
8t111 uncertain, Nonetheless, the direction which
the war 1is now taking does open up prospec£3vof
Switzerland ceasing to be. a country completely
surrounded . by Axis countries and, therefore,'unable :
to get people:out except by the consent of' the Axis -
authorities. This may well’ have an important B
1nf1uence on the attitude of the Swiss authorities

towards glving. asylum to refugees.




~ - s '«'.‘——:
£ ‘ -
\ /// ~3- #5982, ninth from London
,f“ On the other hand, the unconditional surrender.
4 :
; ( may well complicate the situation because (one)

it may be anticipated that the Germéns will take
over the ;ontrol of as much of Italy as she cah
(two) she will certainly take tontrol of the
departments of France hitherto occupied by the
Italians. The Italian authorities will no

i longer operate in those departments. On the above .
analysls the means of helping - refugees in’
Italy would seem to be the followiﬁg: (a)
encouragement by the Allies of the Iféiian
authorities, gmounting to preséurerif necessary,
to give such ﬁrotedtion to the refﬁgéesias is
possible to help their concealment by the

. population by their passaée to afeas'whererthey

would be safe (3) encouragement Swiés,ﬂgvgrnment
to give asylum to all refugees from Italy:who;f
are é%le to cross the frontierf The Qnéouragement
to the Swiss Government to be reallyieffégtiVe'mﬁst
include (rnone) an’ assurance regarding fpod sﬁpﬁlies
{two) an assurance that she will,berrelieved_as
soon as @pssible~of the refugeesrshe méy'fecéiVe.

The ‘second 1s far more important than the first.

#

The assﬁrgnce might -take ‘the form that;;sb sodn

as possible the “-Allies will take back intq;IfQLy,ény

refugees
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refugees therefrom whom Switzerland now takes,'

It is suggested that this agéurance should be
confined to returning the refugees to Italy and ‘
not their transfer elsewhere because (non) the very
few places elsewhere to which they could be trans-
portéd will be required‘fdr other refugees (two)

the return to Italy would be comparatively.simplé

so far as transport is concerned (three) the final
settlement of the refugees in question is 1likely

to be more easy if they return to Italy andare

not dispersed elsewhere (C) there was the possibility
of escape by sea of refugees from Italy to other
places e. g. Spain, North,Africa .and Cyﬁfus; "_ ‘
Having regard to the miiitary operafiopsfpdw ih'V\ ’
progress and the flight of theilﬂaliéprships frqm

Italian ports in order to escape,thé'Gefmans,_this

doés not now seem to be a possiblé,means of €scape;
organized lines, although a fewrmgy'have gdt away

on Italian ships or may be able- to get aﬁay within

the next day orrtwo. The safety of fﬁé”sﬁips and

not of the refugees must obviously be the donminant : !
consid;ration, and unless there are ports ot under, :
control by the Germans, which is 1mprobable,

nothing,can be done.

SWith regafd
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With regard to the refugees in southern France,

it must be assumed that if this has not already
happened, there will be full German control within

a few days. Tne Italians will not be able to

organize the removal of refugees from there into

Italy and 1t seems unlikely that meny will wish o
cross the frontier into the portions of Italy
strongly occupied by the Cermans. For those who

do cross the Italian frontier what has been said

in the previous paragraph will apply.

The remalning means of escape is inﬁo.Switzerland.

Here again, approaches to?theVSwiss Goﬁernment should
be accompanied by assurances renarding food rellef
and the removal of the refugees.' As regards the
latter, a ‘distinction nay bermade between children
and others., in the summer and aﬁéﬁﬁn of.1942 When
\Lhere was stlll a prospect of the Vichy: Government
allowing children to leave Vichy France, various
governments offered to give asvlum. The Government
of the United States, for instance, generously :;
5agreed to take five thousand the age limits being
sixteen for chlldren of Allied nationality and
fourteen for children of enemy origin. The offer

by the Dnited states was 1ater extended to chlldren

who were
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who were able to esqepe into Spain., If the United
States were willing to extend it to chizdren who
may now be able to escape from the southern de-
partments of France to Sﬁitzerland, an assurance
could be given to Switzerland that such children
would be removed when communications allowed,
Approaches on the same lines could be made if
necessary to other governments concerned But the
number, unfortunately, is likely to be so small
that the of'fer, if made, by the Uhited States would
probably not involve 1iability ef ~ﬁoreAthan'a few -
hundred. For adults, the assurance would have -to
be, in present circumstances, on more general\llnes.
Here again, the number is likely" to be.eo ‘small that
I think an assurance couldrbe*eafely‘given;
remembering that when Italy is occunled 1t should
\be possible within reasonable time to open & camp
there, if facilities in North Afrlca and elsewnere
d1ld not suffice. The above su?gestlons are, of
‘course, contingent on and subject to milltary
con31derations" “The Director. made it clear that
reference "to refugees in Italy is 1ntended to be
limited to foreignrrefugees in Italy.- Fe expressed
appreciation of the Departments having referred

suggested
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suggested pfojects to the Inter-Governmental

.Committee explained that on account of the

urgency of the situation and the impossibility of

a prompt meeting of the Executive Committee

he was following the proceduré of submitting his
suggestions as above for consideration by the
American and British Govermments, In conversation

he attached particular importance to the qésirability
of the guarantees proposed by him to be given by

the British and American. Governments to the Swiss
Government,

\VI\I\IAHT
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