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My dear Mr. Secretary:

I have the honor %o submit to you herewith
my final summary report of the activities of the .
War Refugee Board,

The accomplishments of the Board, especially
during the months of my service, were due in
; large measure to the assistance recelved from the
; War Department. "1 wish to take thils opportunity
‘ to thank you personally for your help and interest
I in thie great humanitarien undertaking.

Sincerely yours,

‘William O'Dwyer

, TBEERGA Wi e Y By var
;

| Executive Director
|

|

(Bigned) Wiiifamn* Twwav
The Honorable,

' : The Secretary of War.

| ’ Enclosure,

\%?( o FHi thd 9/5/45




OFFICE OF UNITED STATES CHIEF OF COUN'SEL'
FOR PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY
v .

ROBERT H. JACKSON <1 august 1945
CHIEF OF COUNSEL - N H—;Asi ADDRESS REPLY TO:
APO /13
U.S.. Army

o

Miss Florence Hodel . .
Assistant FExecutive Director - S e :
war Felugee Board

FTxecutive Office of the President

Weshington, D. C.

Dear kiss lHondel:

As successor to Colonel Berné&s your letter of
furust lst hes becn turned over to we. 25 the eleven
- - . N
Yver Fefuszee Ho;rd files, nart are qtlLL in our ¥ashington
of ’ice, srt sre in the file:z he in London. At the
present tlﬂP 1t is imnossible to wchr :ine what part of
those *files wil! be used as evidence in the coming trial.
Recauss of the l-ck of resroduction focilities kere, photo-
static coples have not teen mace. In cccordsace with: the
inforaction in your letter, the files will be returned to
the Hstionsl iArchives as soon &s we ere finished with thew.

Sincerely yours,

- Leonard %heeler Jr. :
Lt. Colonel, Signal Cnrw<
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Dear Colonel Gerhardt:

‘ We have just received the enclosed final
report from Roswell Hedzélland, the Board's
representative in Switzerland. I thought you
would like to have a copy.

Binecsrely yours,

Florence Hodel
Asslistant BExecutive Director

/

- Col, Harrigon &. Gerhardt, .
Executive to Ass't. Becretary of War,
Room 4EB86, Pentagon Bullding,
Weshington, D. C.

Enclosure,

Q{e

-~ e t
. - 0
- B éf*-ﬁmmafe/fm/fwf S i




Dear CGolonel Bernaysi

In connection with the eleven offlcial War Refugee
Board ‘f1les which the Board turned over to your offlgce
in June and which you agreed to return to the Board
upon completion of their use, I wish to advise you that
the Board plans to be completely liguidated about
Beptember first at which time its regords will be trans-
ferred $o the National Archives. :

Colonel Taylor has explained to me thst you nay
need our files for some months to come and that it there=-
fore may not be possible Lo return them to us at the
time our records will be transferred to the National
Archives, In the clroumstances, I think that 1% would
be appropriate to have these files pPhotostated and sent
8&. soon as posslble to the Board in Washington in order
that our records will be complete.

We shall, of course, advise the National Arob;veé
that the VWer bepartment has the eleven original files.

Sincerely yours,

(81gned) ¥lorenoce Hodel

Florence Hodel - '3
Asslistant Executive Directior

Colonel M. G, Bernays,

% U. 8. Chief of Counsel, . : ) ) : L
APO 413, . :
£ Postmaster, . ' ‘ ;
New York, N. Y.

A %s%%%f/‘&?" ”
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF R
WASHINGTON 28, D, C, T
1 Aupust 1945
Genersl William C'Duyer :
Zxecutive Director '
“lar Hefugee Board
Jfashington 25, D. G. -
sy dear Ceneral: -
; The enclosed copy of my letter of 1 August 1945 to Rabbi Abraham
Kalmanowitz of the Vaad Hahatzala is furnished for your information and b
files.

p
/
(__" F. R. suEENeY

Colonel, GSC
Hilitary Permit Secretary

¥
7
!
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

1 August 1945

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowits

Vaad Hahatsala )
132 Nassau Street : .
Now York 7, Naw York ST .

Hy dear Habbis

The matter of heving Rabbi Yohlgelernter procesd to Cermany 1o control
and supervige the distribution of kosher food products and religious
.articlos, as requested in youb letter of 25 July, has been disoussed
with Geoeral Hilldring's office. I em advieed that arrangasents for .-
the ahipment you degoribed did net ineclude provisions for e rgpresenta~
tive of your organigation to supervise theip distribution, and the ape
plication for him to travel for this purpose 1s not favorably considered,

Arrsngsnents have Jusat been- concluded, however, under which the militéry
authorities will parmit the prinoipal Americsn J

owieh organisations 1o
sppoint st their own expense, and under UNIRA auspices, a limited number -

of special representatives who sre satisfoctory to the United States.
Group, Contrel Counoil, Gerzeny, to -assist with problems of Jewish atatee
less and nonrepatrisble persons in the U. 4, sone of Cermany,

In order to eimplify administrative arrangenents, UUARA has agreed to.

coordinate and aupervise on behalf of the military authorities the ap= .
pointrent and sctivitics of such reprecontatives as it slready does with

respect to voluntary welfare agoncies working in Germany, It is suggested

that for the purpose of making ‘necossary arrangements, the Vead Hahatsala
commnicate immedistely with Mr, william Pleras, Diaplaced Persons Diviaton,
UNARA, with whom the %ar Department hns discussed the mattor, )

Very tmly yours,

P R, SAEENEY
Colonel, G3C
- Military Permit Seoretary
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WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

24 July 1945 ; &

General William O'Dwyer %+
Fxecutive Director ' o
Yar Refugee Board

Weehington 25, D. C.

My desr General:

. ¥
{ The mission of R:sbbi Solomon Pinch:s Wohlgzlernter of
the Veed Hohatzala, which you and I discussed and of which you
wrote me on 14 July, wes sutlined to the:ter hezdcu.rters ond its
views requested on the provosed trivel. A puraphrase of the reply
from the Communding Generul, United St.tes Forces, Wuropean Thester,
stetes that:

"Since there are ulrendy sufficient rabbis to
render the services proposed by Rabbi Solomon
¥ohlgelarnter, suthority is not grinted for his
travel to Germ:ny. It is pointed out furthermore
th:t such trrvel would cr-cte difficulties in re-
letion to other Jewish orgunizstions which desire
to send rsbbis to Germuny from the United Stotes
znd elsewhere,!

I regret to advise you thet the =p.lic:tion of Rsbbi
Wohlgelernter to travel to Germany is therefore not favorsbly. con-
sidered. Thers is, however, no longer any need for military. clearsnce
for trivel to Switzerlend, Frsnce, Holland or Belgium, for which he
tlso zpplied, and that portion of his journey will recuire only the
issue of the necess:'ry pgussport and validstion by the Department o
Stzte. : s

Since the rabbi had slso discussed his proposed travel with
Senztor Magﬁﬁson, I am, ot the request of his office, forwarding «
copy of this letter to the Senator. '

&

Very truly yours,

/
F. R. SWEENEY
Colonel, GSC




July 14, 1945

Hy dear Colonel Svecneyt

Lact Uwrsday 1 promised to have prepsrod for you n sbatement- - ——
by the Vasd lphatssls explalning the ralizious needs of the liberated
Jowe in Purove, espeoially those in campe in Germany, snd the ro-
1igioue nervices ivs representetive, Hahbi Solomon P, Wohlgelernter, -
would render them, I zm enclesing e atatenont that the Vaed Hahatzela

prepered for tranealtital to you, R

‘e Vaad Hahatsals has worked olomely with the Wer Rofugee
Tosrd ovor sincs the Boordls inception, Its functions in comection
with tha Bosrd's work of rescue and rolief of persecuted ninoritles
wero. cagentlally such sg could best be perforned by a religlonns ore
gonization, The zeal vhich the Vaad Hahatzala browshi to this work
wes excepiional mnd inspiring,

As eputive Director of the Woer Rofupes Josrd I urge thab
averything nossiblo Lo dons to oneble Balbbd Yohlgolernter, an reproe-
sontative of the Vend Mahotzals, to render the arrvices outlined in
1ty statement to the liberated Jows in “urope by grenblng him apoeas
to Sultzorlend, Yrance, Holland, Belglwm, md the cerpe in Gerimony
wndor military governmont ve off'icinlly rerueated by him,

Bingerely yours,

15/

Willienm O¥Puwyer .
Hxecutive Mreotor .

Col, Frank R, Gw’a/enay.
e Joint Ohiefe of Staff,
1901 Oonstitution Avonuo,
Hashington, D, £,

Bnologure
G3SILVERMANG ve 17/1.4f46
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(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM 218)
NEW YORK 7. N.Y.

_PHONE REcTOR 2-4235

.2

July 12, 1945

General William O'!'Dwyer
Executive Director

War Refugee Board
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Supplementing our conferencg with you this afternoon,
we are enclosing herewith a short statement relative to the
work of Vaad Hehatzala, This statement will, no doubt, con-
vince you and the military authorities of the urgent need to
permit our Rabbl Solomon P. Wohlgelernter, of Seattle, Washe
ington, to proceed immediately as our emissary to lay the
foundation of the Vaad Hahatzala activities in Europe.

Rabbi Solomon P. Wohlgelernter occuples &~ very prominent
position in his community and among American Jewry generally.
He 1s very well equipped by his background and experlence. to
carry out this mission.

We hope and pray that the authorities will expedite'r
such permisslon and we appeal to. you to help us in this 1nstance.

Respectfully yours,

VAAD HAHAT?;Q?/;7 | :

Rabbl Aaron Kbtler

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry where the
Vaad Hahatzala program is especially neededs -




COPY - - ’ ' - COPY

VAAD HAHATZALA

liberated Jews in Etirope.

VAAD HAHATZATA

Fully recognizing the material aid rendered the ciﬁl:lans of
the libersted areas by the fine program of UNRRA “and by the volun-
tary private relief organizations now functioning in Eurofa, we
beg to present the particular functions of the Vaed Hahatzela so
urgently needed to reliéve the traditional religlous difficuvlties
in the 1ives of theremnant of our people who survived the Nazi '
atrocitles, 7 '

Vaed Hahaetzela is the organized movement of Orthodox Jewry
in America to provide for and to relieve the needs of Jewry in the
present world catastrophe, in consonance with rel;gioug iéw gnd
tradition, Vaad Hahatzala was organized by the Union Af‘érthodéx
Rabbis of the United States and Uanada in 1939, and has béekhr
actively engaged in this program of é.ctivity everbrsince. ’ It 19 T
headed by American Rebbis and suthorities of J eyish reiigiogg 1aw:
The Orthodox Jewish laity in America whole&iéartediy suﬁp&ffskrthe
program of the Vaad Hehatzala, The Vaad Hahatzala has gained the
recofgnition and confidence of the American comﬁmxiities. 'i‘ﬁlen threk
War Refugee Board came 1nto. existence, 1t rvecognirzed 'éhe 1mpbrténge

of the specific service rendered by Vead Hahatzala, . The record of




accomplishment of the Vaad Hohatzala is well known to the War Refugee
Board, the State Department, the War Department and the Treasury
Department, 7 7 .

At the present moment the remnants of European Jews are
faced with very serious religious problems, besides their material
needs, which only the Vead Hahatzala, the recognized Orthodox Jewish
euthorities, can help solve, The Buropean religtous leaders have ,
elther been massacred or incapacitated and the Orthodoxl'ﬁmerican
Rebbinate are now called wpon to re-establish and %o rehabilitate
the religious life of our brethren in Burope,

The problem in Europe now are specifically as follows:

1. Religious Rituels.

The Jewlsh conmunity needs authorized indi-
viduals to perfprm the following religious funotions:
Schochtim= Men to perform the ritual slaughtering
and preperation of fowls and animals in accorz;d'z'mrc’:er
with Jewish law; Scribes- Men qualified -to préi)a;'é
religious articles such as scrollAlsrand Vpl}:ylrlgcteries
needed for tHaditional observance; 'Mo}‘xelier-r Mén
authoriged to perform circumecision,

2, Xosher Foods.

. Besides the general problem of lack of nourish-
ment of the Burdpean ponulations ’general;[;}, the re=
liglous Jeus euffered additional hardships by the

fact that they abstained from foods not in a(rzc:o'rdanc,e'

with Mosaic dietary laws, The varicus 'relief sgoncies
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cannot render this particular service to relieve
the remaining Orthodox Jews in Europe, Only the
Voad Hehatzala is equipped to select, to. prepare,
and to deliver to the satisfaction of those needy
oneg, the Kosher foods which will be acceptable to
then,

Marital Relations,

There is no Enoch Arden law in the Jewish
religious code, The only time a woman is per-
mitted to remarry is when an eye witness hag
proven to the satisfaction of a recognized»
Rabbinical court that her former spouse died, §r'
that his dead body was identified beyond doubt,
There are now in the liberated cemos meny witnesses
who can bear such testimony if a recognized court
were established, After the dissolution qf'thase
camps and the relocation of these peo}plrels',' such

testimony may be impossible to Sbtaih., For genera~

tlons following the Jewsof Burope will: be burdened )

with the problems resulting from such’'a sirﬁrzation.
The Vaad Hshatzala undertekes to establish local -

boards in the camps and in the various centers of

Jewish population, to take such necesséry testimony



- 4 -

and with the cpoperation of the Orthodox Ra'ﬁ'binate,
and under their guidance %o hélp relieve and solvo
the sbove and kindred problems, We are attaching
hereto a cable from our Swiss representative ex-
plaining the prime need for immediate action in this
ingstance, If the Rabbils of the European countries
were alive today, they would surely handle this
problem without delay, It hes become the responsi-~
bidity of the American Rabbinate to ensure the
continuation of our religious law and Family Purity
80 baslc in our reiigion.

The Vaad Hahatzala 1s ready and orepared to render all these
services in comnlete cooperation with the varisus military authorities
and other agencies if the necesszry permission for our representatives
to enter these territories will be granted, The field of oneration
of the ¥and Hehatzela would be Switzerland, as the central head-
auarters, France, Holland, Belgium, and the camps in Germany under
military government, o

FPurope, for meny centuries, was the citadel of Jewlsh religious
1ife, The Nazis have massacred more than five million: of our :peoplre,,
mostly Orthodox Jews, Their orphans and the remainingf members of '
their brolen fmn;lies desezfve and need thbk feligious \-xplift and
spiritual rehabilitation, '-V’.T:.'he future of the i’ev{?g?‘: religior; clbes—
not warrantg that we sbandon the remants of our people in Burope,

and to allow their religious life to become disintegrated,




From the foregoing, it is obvious thet the Vaad Hahatzala is

solely eauinped to render this unicue service, It will suoplement
the humane efforts of the military, the UNRRA, and other agen&ies
for the rechabilitation of the stricken veoples of Eurove, The
messengers of the Vaad Hahatzals wlll fortify them spiritually,

We feel that we have been spared by the hend of the Almightyrﬁo

nerform this sacrdd task in line with the historic traditions

of America,




spJaI 12 June 1945

4
NEMORANDUM ;OR COLONEL BIRNAYSs

BUBJECT: War Orime Material From War Refugee Board.

1. Pursua?t to your recent 1~e<iue‘gt thia office has caused a
. review of all files of the War Refugee Board to be made.

/ 3
2. On 6 June 1945, Lts. C.Werren Colgan end Stanley Thomas de=
4 livered to you four of thess files and herexith they are delivering to

you the balance of such files which sre considered to be of velue to
you, ag followss '

. “a. "Nazi Diéct‘iminutory Actions®, us tsken from the Americsi
. Jewish Yeer Book which detalled laws and acts against the Jews tuken
\4‘ ;j'?" by the Nazis in various occupled counirios. ;

v .

\ R be ®Hungary No. 7%, which contsing various roports on persscu-
: \ A "~ tions of Hunparian Jews.

“¢s  "British Army Intelligence Repori on German Atrocities
Againgt Belgisn Giviliens at Camp Breendonk, Belglum.®

A, *Lithuenia," which contains data on Germen minorivy persecutious.
v e, "Latvia," which contains data on Germen miﬁority péraeqﬁtians.

“'f. ®Report ¥rom Polish Ambassador,® on Poligh per‘secut,io.na.

g+ ®8ituation of Jews in Holland.®

/ : , o
3s Lts. Golgan and Thomas slso compllEd o list of Wer Refugee Board
Representatives in Burope and North Afries with their laet known addreases

vhich is furnished for your informstion snd possaible uge as witnecses as
followss '

a. Hr. Ire 4. Hirschmann ~e———e- Turkey
Vice~Presgident
Bloomingdale'a
New York 22, N.Y,

b. Mfr. Iver @. Oleen
Financial Attache
United Btates Legution
8tookholn, Bweden,

S8vweden




c. Mr. Roswell MeClelland ~—e—-—- Switzerland
Special Representatives
War Refugee Board
% United Stctes Legation i
Bern, fwitzerling.

d. Mr, Leonard E. AcKermann —-meee Italy & Worth Afriea
Present Bueiness Addresss
Duptt of Commerce
Div. of Surplus Property
Procurement Building
7th & D Sts, S,H.
Mashington, D.C.

e. Mr, Jomes H. Wenn —~———w— London
Treasury Representutive
Americ:n Bmbassy, Paris

(¥r. Mirn con now be reached ot the above address, ap his work
in London for WRB has been completed)

f. Mr. Robert €. Dexter weee—me— Portugud,
(Mr. Dexter hac not been with the Board for some time, and
there 1s some cuesticn as to whether or not he returncd te the
States. His present sddresc may be obtuined by eontacting hig =
previous organizetion, before coming to the Board. Thoir name
and address are as followss )

Unitarien 8Service Comnittea
25 Bemson St. S
Beaton &, Maps.

g+ Mr. Herbert Xatzki
- - Present addressg
% United Statoe Legation
Bern, 8witcerland - )
(Mr. Katski is asslsting Mr. McClelland now.)

Turkey

4e It 18 understood thut all the files listed in Per, 2 above which : :
are marked for return to the War Refugee Board will be returned- to -them - i
inasmuch as they have no duplicates. This office will be gled to pick up
and return these files at your convenience 1f you will: éall upon us.

/
SIDNEY 8. RUBENSTRIN
Lt. Colonel, [i¢i:
¥War Crimes Office




Junt 1948

Secretary Morgenthsu

Ming Hodeldl

1 am sure you will De interested to Know thal the
War Department rsoently indicated great interssab in
the Wer Refugae Board files as & possible source of
information and evidence for use in conneactlion with
the Department's work with the ¥ar (rimes Commission,
Certain reports and records in our files were wurned
over to Colonel Bsrnays who is working with Juetice
Juckson on this matter. He was so pleased with the
materisl furnished him that he arranged for two of his
men to go through &ll of our records. We have ssslgned
one of our men to work closely with the Wer Department
on this matter. In nddision, we have ineiructed Mr.
MaClelland in Bern to uske avallable any flles he Has
to the 16eel rapresentative of Genersl Donovan.

[¥1enes) ¥lorance LSRN

FHiha 6/7/46
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GENERAL Ommxs} WAR DEPARTMENT
No. 29 ‘Washington 25, D. C., 13 April 1945

I..The following order of the Honorable Henry L. Stimson, Sec-
retary of War, announces to the Army the death of FraNKLIN DELANG
RoosevELT, President of the United States:

“It is my duty as Secretary of War to announce fo the Army the
death of FrRaNKLIN Derano RoosEVELT, President of the United States,
which occurred at Warm Springs, Georgia, at 1635 hours, 12 April 1345,

The Army is deeply grieved at the untimely death of our Commander
in Chief. He prepared us to meet the savage onslaught of our enemies
angi he led us through the bitterness of our early reversals. His un-
wavering courage in the face of overwhelming odds, his abiding faith
in the final triumph of democratic ideals, and his clear vision of the
paths to be followed were a source of constant inspiration, He gave
the Army unstintedly of his strength and wisdom and his unremitting
labors hastened his death, Although he leaves us while there is stilt
much hard fighting ahead, the ultimate victory has been fashioned
of his heart ang spirit.

Memorinl services shall be held on the day of the funeral, 15 April,
at all posts, camps, and stations, war operations permitting, at which
-tlme this order will be read.

Thé former Vice President of the United States, HARRY S. TRUMAN,
has taken the oath of ofice and assumed the duty -of President in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.”

II..The National fing will be displayed at half staff at the hend-
quarters of all military commands and vessels under the control .of
the War Department from 0500 hours local time, 13 April 1045, until
sunset 12 May 1845, west longitude dates, war operations pevmitting. -

The wearing of mourning bands, the draping of colors and standards,
and the firing of salutes will be dispensed with because of war-
conditions, .

III..The body of the late Commander in Chief will be interred at
Hyde Park, New York, on 15 April 1945,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR !

/ i

OFFICIAL } .@. 0. MARSHALL
J. A, OLIO Chisf of Staft
Major General

The Adjutant General

AGO 27T1B—Apr.
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Dear Colonel Chandler:

This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of March 6, 1945, forwardlng Lo us for reply
a copy of & letter addressed to Major General Hilldring
by Dr. Arieh Tartakower.

1 am enclosing for your informetion & copy
of our reply to Dr, Tartakowser.

Very truly yours,

FeE,

¥illiam O'Dwyer
Executive Director. =

Willlam C. Chanler,
Colonel, GSC

Aoting Director

Civil Affairs Division,
War Department,
Washington 256, D. C.

Enolosure.

W @/g.BH:mp 3/12/45 %4
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Dr. Arieh Tartakower

¥orld Jewish Congress

1834 Broadway

New York 23, New York =

Dear Dr. Tertakowers:

. This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 26,
addressed to Major General Hilldring, Director of the Civil Affairs
Divigsion of the War Department, and forwarded to this Board.

In reply, I wish to state that the War Refugee Board is giving
the fullest possible conslderation to all problems connsctéd with
the shipping of relief supplies to victims of enemy persecution
detained in concentration camps in Germany. Youw may rest assured
that we shall continue to do everybhing possible in order to insure
the speedy delivery of such supplies.

With regard to your inguiry concernipg Jewish deportees from
Selonika found in the free part of the Ndtherlands, it is suggested ~
that you address such an inguiry to your representatives in or nearest
that area. The Board will be glud to have you forward that message
through ites fucilities in the usuul -way.

Very truly yours,
(igred) Wililan 6 peyer

william OVDwyer
Executive Director

BAkzinsay  3/9/45 /éZ¢f \xﬁ;({ b }







WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION
WASHINGTON 25

6 March 1945

Brigadier General Williem O'Dwyer
Executive Director, War Refugee Board
Main Treasury Building

Washington 25, D. C,

Dear General O'Dwyer:

I am inclosing, for appropriate reply by the War
Refugee Board, a copy of a letter dated 26 February 1945
addressed to Major General Hilldring from the World Jewish
Congress concerning Jewish deportees from Salonike, and
relief to persons detained in concentration camps in Germany.
This arrengement is in accordence with the conversation
this morning between Miss Hodel of your offlce and Lieutenant
Fierst of this division,

Sincerely,

WM. €., CHANLER
Colonel, GSC: -
Acting Director:

- Civil Affairs Division

Incl
a8 above




6 March 1945

Brigadter Genersnl Willlen C'Duyer
“zeoutive Director, Ver Pofuree Bored
frin Treswary Bullding

Yaobington 25, D, C,

. Desr “enern) O'Duyor:

I an fuclosing, for approprists reply by the Yar
Tefuges Board, a copy of a ledter dnted 26 Fehruary 1945
addressed $o Major Gene}'al Ullaring fron ';he/'-'forld Javigh

ress conceridng Jewtsh denaricss from Selonika, and
rellef o persona Cetoined in confentration camps in Gormany.
T™his ~rrengement 12 inr accordance with the convernration
this morning hetween Mian Hodol of your office end Lieutenant
Fierst of thiec division, ) -

Sineerely,

{
WM Co CHAWLYR
Golonel, 35C .-
Lotving Miraotor:
Civil Affeive Division

Inel
as abova

|




COPY WORLD JEWISE COUGRUSS
Congres Juif Xondiel * Congreso Judic Mundial
1834 Broadway -

“ew York, 23 H.Y. B
Cables: Congress, Hew York
PTelenhone: ClIrcle 6 ~1200

Zebruary 26, 1945

t.ajor General G. H. Hilldring
Director, Civil Affairs Division
War Department E
Washington 25, D. C.

Teor l'ajor Genersl Hilldring:

f
Kay I, on behalf of the World Jewish Congress, asumpeal for your cooperation in ~
the following two urgent cases:

A few deys ego, the World Jewish Congress receivec through the ar Refugee Board
e message from the President of the Jewish Community of Selonike, dated February
6th this yeer and stating that sccording to reliable information, a large mumber
of Jews who were deported from Salonike were recently freed in Holland by the
armies of the Allies. Ve have been urged to find out the mwmber and the nemes
of those persons, ’

Kay T therefore ask you to kindly inform us whethex vou have any news in-your
office regarding this case; and if not, whether you couldn't communicate by

cable with the office of General Eisenhower in Peris and secure the necessary
information from there. We shell be most grateful for this cooveration which may
enable us to establish contact between the Greek Jews in H6lland -and thelr femilies
in Salonika. Ve are of course ready to cover the expenses involved for this
exchange of cables, TR T e

The second case concerns relief to persons detained in concentration camps.in
Germany. ¥e were informed by our representatives in Switzerland throuwgh the War
Refugee Board thet relief activities of the International Red Cross in behalf: ...
of such versons are hampered seriously on account of lack of transportation means; .
If Allied authorities were able to make available to the International Fed Cross
trucks end fuel required, much more could be accomplished. We were- therefore

urged to communicate with the United States authorities to have.a few trucks sut

at the disposal of the International Red Cross for this relief work,

In view of the fact that this may be the only way of saving thousands of ‘interned
persons from the imminent danger of starvation, may I appeal to you to

do whatever possible in order to comply with the above mentioned request, and

to enable the International Red Cross to continue their rellef activities. -
Should any further irnformation be necessary, I shall be glad to furaish it for
you immediately upon request. Information is also available at the War Refugee
Board, which may have approached you directly in this matter. ' B

Thanking you for your kindness and looking forward to your reply, I am-

Vexry sincerely yours,

at/1d (&) Dr. Arieh Tartakower

Be
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Dear Colonel Lay:

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your
letter of December 18, 1944, outlining the yprocedure
established. for Government agencies requesting information

to be obtained in enemy and liberated arens of Yurore,

Very truly yours,

S

J. ¥, Pehle .
LExecutive Pirector :*

Lt. Colonel James &, lay, Jr., G, 8. C.
Secretary

The Joint Intelligence Committee

The Joint Chiefs of Staff

Viashington 25, b, G,

S #T EBTowlersinp 1/1/45
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Colonel Lay:

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your
letter of December 18, 1944, outlining the procedure estab-
lished for Government agencies requesting information to be
obtained in enemy and liberated areas of Europe.

The 's reqyests of-thig nature-will accopde ...
Wﬁé@nﬁug{m«éum 'office}*"ﬁi he
partm of State, :

Very truly yours,

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Lt. Colonel James S, lay, Jr., G. S. C.
Secretary

The Joint Intelligence Committee

The Joint Chiefs of Staff

Ffashington 25, D, C.
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#. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
WASHINGTON 28, D, C.

G@M 18 December 1G44

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director, ]

War Refugee Board, E.0. 11852, Sco

Room 3414, Dept., of the Treasury Bldg., 353 wowo,

Washington, D. C. By SIR, NIR, Dats JUN 3 W7
4

My deer Mr. Pehle:

The attention of military authorities in the European theater
/pf operations and in Washington has been drawn to a number of
requests originating in various agencles of the United States ©
Government for information to be obtained in enemy and liberated
areas in Europe. Action on these requests involves the cooperation
of military authorities. In many cases they are closely connected
with United States production and other factors having an lmportant
bearing on the prosecution of the war., The necessity for U.S. and
British coordination of requests of this nature was immediately
apparent. Accordingly, under the thority 4f the Combined (British <
and U.8.) Chiefs of Staff, a CombIned Intelligence Objectives Sub-
committee (C.I1.0.8.) has been established in Longon. The U.S. members
of this subcommittee are responsible to the Joint Intelligence
committee of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The U.S. meéber ageﬁgies of the C.I1.0.5, are:

Military Intelligence Division, War Dept., General Staff
Office of the Assistent Chief of Air Staff Intelligence,
War Department
Division of Naval Intelligence, Navy Dept.
‘Department of State
Foreign Economic Administration
Office of Strategic Services
0ffice of Scientific Research and Development.

Requests received from the agencies listed above are coordinated by
the U.S. members of the ¢.I.0.S. under policies laid down by the Jolnt
Intelligence Commlttee. : )

In the fleld of technical intelligence of an lndustrial nature
it has been found necessary to establish in Washington a Apecial sub<
committee of the Joint Intelligence Committee (the Technical.Industrisal
Intelligence Committee - T,I.I.C.) to coordinate requests from U.S., -
agenciles prior to thelr submission to C,I.0.S.
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The following procedures are thepéfore available to ‘the U.S.
government agencies which require information from liberated and enemy
territories under Allied military control;

a. Requests for information concerning industrial processes,
patents, inventions, engineering, and "know-how" should be sub-
mitted to the Technical Industrial Intelligence Committee.

b. Requests for information on subjects other than those under

&., coming from agencles having membership on the C.I.0.S., should "
be submitted by them directly to ¢.I.0.8

2.

C. Requests on subjects other than those under a.,

in agenciles not members of C.I.0.5. should be submitte
Department of State.

originating
é to.the

In making requests under the procedure outlined in the above: - - : :
paragraph, the following data should be furnished: :

&. A detailed description of the information desired,

Db. An expression of the reasons for urgency in procuring such
information, and of its intended use,

c. The probeble location o
Specific terms; i.e., names a
individuals.

f the sources of such information in
nd addresses of agencies, firms and

4. The number or names of qualified personnel who can be made

avallable for technical investigation of the sources of such in-
formation in Europe, -

4 : o
s The Department of State has designeted the following individual
to handle requests falling wit%}n its competence:

Mr. Herbert J. Cunmings,

Room 219 Architects! Bullding, . R
1735 New York Ave., N.W., ' el s e 2
Telephone - RE 5600, Ext, 2263, : :

The Technical Industri

al Intelligence Committee has designafed
the following individual to

handle requests falling within its'compe;'

tence:
Mr. Robert Reiss,
Assistant Executive Secretary, T.I.I.C., )
Room 2315 Munitions Building, e e
Telephone - RE 6700, Ext..79238. ) ‘ i
DECLASSITIED ~ FOR THE JOINJ INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE:

E.0. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and
JCs meno, l-4-74

By SLR, NLR, Date JW 3 w74

5(D) or E

JAMES S, LAY, JR
Lt, Colonel, G,S.
Secretary.
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My dear Mr, Secredary:

I am sending you herewith the third
supplement for "War Hefugee Board - Projects and
Documents" .,

Included with the material is a set of
instructions indicating the order in which the new
meterinl i to be inserted and which of the old

material is to be deleted.

Very truly yours,

" -
P WL Pa¥ia

J. %, Pehle
txecutive Director

The Honorable,

. The Secret:ry of Yar,

Enclosures,

W/\ @&Hutchisontagr 8Bl ‘;’d Pa—




Hy dear Hr, Secretary:

I am sending you herewith the second
supplement for "War Refugee Board - Projects and
Documents®,

Ineluded with the materisl 1e¢ a set of
instructions indicating the order in vhich the new
material is to be inserted and which of the o0ld
materisl is to be delated.

Very truly yours,

{B8igned) J. V. Pehle

J, ¥, Pghle
Executive Director

The Honorable,

The Seeratary of Var,

Enclosures,

':“ W @‘Eﬂﬂu@w\mw&r Twlwdd
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My dear Mr. Secretary:

I am sending you herewith supplemental
material for the first volume of "War Refugee
Bosrd - Projscte and Documents” which was forwarded
to you with my letter of May 9, 1944,

I am also sending an additional binder
and & sat of instructions indicating the order in
which the new material i to be 1lnserted and which
of the original material is to be deleted,

Yery truly yours,

J. W, Pehle :
Executive I'ireotor M .

The Honorable, - - :
The Secretary of War, 7 Q/})}/

o

Enclosures,

A o !

W W Elowleriegr 5-29-44 : !
. =1 H
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HEMORAYDUMN

& conference' was held on Saturday, Hey 27, 19HL, in the offics of

General Hilldring, to discuss the refugec situation in Ttaly, The confer- - %
ence was attanded by Gererel Eilldring and dajor Grey of the War<

Departuent, Mr, Hoehler' of UFR'A, and Mesers, Pehle, Luxford, DuBois and

Friedman,

At the outeet Pchle brislly indicated the War Refugzee Board's conm
acction with this matter, Fe uentioned the project which we subuitted to

the President some $ime ago to bring 2 number of refugzeds to this countyy ] .

fron Italy in order to relieve congeassion there;rthe discusgion fof the -
mehter at a Cabinet meeting on May 26, and Stimson's suggesiion that Pehle ’ -

digcuse the problem with General iilldring, Pehle menticned also the

Presilent's desire that nothing be done to discourage the entry of refugees

into Italy,

General Hilldring referred briefly to the present refugee situation in
Italv, mentioning the congestion there as s result of tha continuous entry
of larze nwnbers of refuzees from Tugeslaviai He indicated that. General
Wiltasn is insisting that some wlace be found to which refugees in- Itely can
be removed, General Hilldring stated that the Arny, without any mandate from
anyove, had been and is teking cure of refugees tha enter Itely and financing
their maintonance out of Army funds on the ground of military necessity,

The posgibility of taking allitional neople from Italv to Egypt Wa5
digeunsed, Mr, Hoehler indicated thet YLREA had vrocently agreed.to take
responsibillty for recelving into Zgypt an additional 14,000 refusses from
Italy (making a total of X0,000 to be teken there), He 1ndlcated cersain
possible obstaclee %o recoiv1ng wore than this number in Bgypt (1) The-
Bgyptlisn Government has bezun to ralse questinas about the- ultimate destine
atlon of these people and probably woald object to tauking more;  (2)- UNRRA
does not yet have any funds and when it recelves ity aporopriation will need
a subgtantial vart of it for other comaituents; (3). The British Army
which hag been furnishing supplies for the comoe in Beypt has indicated its
desire to be relieved of this responsibility,

The possibility of increasing refugee faciliules in Itely was then
discussed, General Hilldring sald that Genersl Wilson is now havirg fwo
surveys made to determine whether it would be possitle to-increage facilitles
in Italy over the presént limit of 8,000, T

The sense of the meeting was that the possibility of keeping nore
veople in Italy should be explored and that to this end the following steps
should be takens

1, Mr, Hoehler will discuss with Governor Lehman whether UNRRA will:
assume the responsibility of caring for refugees in Italy if asked to do
80 by the Army and if necessary supclies and funds can be obtained,




2, The Army and UMBRA will explore with FEA the wossihility.-of lende
ez3ing sun:lies to the Yugoslayv Gove nt for the care of refuzess in
ltaly, the use £ the gupnlies to be awninistered by UIRRA.

In ccruection with the discuscion of firling additional haveng of ;
Pehle indicuted his understanding that the President. in the Czbinet

9’ E

ag, had referrad to .the poasidility of taicing care of refuzees in Sicily,

Kr, Pehle cmphasized the interest of the War Refuges Board in kesping
open the fluiw of refugees into and out of Yugeslavie, mentloning not cnly

the necessity of rescuing peo-le in Yuyoslavia who are being indiscriminately -

slaughtered Ly the Geruans, but also the desirability of obbtaining the
cocperatlon of the Partisans in evacuwating peogrle from Funzary,

General Hilldring sald that the Arny would do nothing to discourage the

fiow of refugees into Ilaly and thet he would cable Geaaral Devers today, .
ingtrueting hin accordlnzly, menitioning the President's desire in $his regard,

7
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YARDPEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON
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May 15, 1944. Vo dns fon o
C - Initjal /Z -

My dear Mr. Pehle:

The Secretary of War has received the
copy of the Volume prepared for use by the Staff
of the War Refugee Board and has asked me to thank
you for your kindness in sending it to him.

Very sincerely yours,

LB,

W. H. S. WRIGHT!
Colonel, Cavalry -
Aide to the Secretary of ‘War.,

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,

Executive Office of the President,
Viashington 25, D. C. ~




MAY 9 1944 :

Hy dear Mr, Secretary:

1 em sending you with this letter a volume
recently prepared for use by the staff of the Yar
Refugee Board. Supplemental material and revisions
¥ill be sent to you from time to time,

This book presents an outline of the work
the Board 1s doing with an analysis and copies of im-
portant oables exchanged with our missions and repre-
sentatives abroad, I believe it gives a good, ovar-all
picture of the programs developed by the Board and the
various projects already initianted or under consideration.

Very truly yours,

(8igued) J.¥, DeBle

J. W, Pehle
Executive Director

"\

The Honorable, L Q,}}/

The Seerstary of Yay,' . - 3‘ S
¢
%

W EBTovlertagr 6-8-44
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AR 0. 19

ear Irr. }-\cCloyg
In cmwnection with the memorendum which
'.Captain .heelcr Grey 18’ prephrlny for you on the work
of the Hpr Refugee Doard, it occurred to ma that the
'enclosed copies of the wackly- reports of bne Board
night b of,consldorable help:
Very truly yours,
{#imaod) 7.7, PeNI®
. Pahle
Executive Director
Ponorable John J Hccloy,

Assistant’ "ncratnry of War.

Fnelostres, -

FH:lab 3/2§/44




Fnoté‘r,f,sncarTAny OF ¢ TAT' ; WAuHINGTON
I TR VAhLLGATION -,BEHN«,
;iDATﬁD.J?: MARCH = 51 = 1944 = -
WumER: 933

With reference to the proposal to rethrn Italians/nowf

,'1n German occupi”'

countries to’ thelr homes, Bern's telegram

- of. January 20 1944, no. 444 and Depdrtment's telegram of
"February 235 1944 no. 619, the Department has received I‘rom
:Adn.lral Leahy a letter dated March 9 stating that there had

,been referred to the Joint Chie:f‘s of “taff for: conslderation

- 0
- Nt% §epartment's letter of February ?3 presenting the matter. i

L The Allied Conmander in Chief of the Mediterranean'/theater .

has' received as ceble dsking his vlews on the feasibility of

':'proposal. The Departmtnt will b(, 1nformed and ‘Vou will be

: advised fof the decision reached as: soon as a reply is received.

“HULL

DRCLASSIFIED: - -
ol e Bepts Lotter, T-11« 72

By R 1L Parks Dato S_,_,_Z 1 1972
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Ml Pehle
L Mrl Luxforg
MEV DuBois
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o Eebfu;iry 12,° 194 : : o

bear Mpy Raynors: oo ‘ T

.7 Reforanca 1g iade to.your lstter. of Fgbruary. §"
enolosing & paraphrase of a cabla racelved from Bern ' -
- relative to the return of Italians in Usiman oocupied -
. Italy to their homes in southern Ttaly; together with
a draft of -a letter which you had intended to send to
Admirsl Leahy on this metters ...

" The Letter which you have prspared from your Departe
ment to Admiral Leahy has our approval, snd you usy feel
free to so indicate in the-lstters ;

Ym.nﬁs'j very truly,.

/signed/ g + W, Pehle

R J'.'W.’:!{ehler Do
Acting Executive Dirsctor,

Mre Hayden Reymor - . u i ;
Gpeolal Assistant to the Undep Secretary. - e i
Department of State T - o
Washington, Dy G, .

(cc Miss Chaunce};,‘ lessrs. Gaston, White, Paul, BNE
Pehle, Lwxford, Friedman, Lesser, -Stewart,
E. M. Bernstein, and Miss Hodsl.)

S
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THE UNDER SECRETARY. or STATE ARXe AH YK 7
. "WASHINGTON §‘, T AL BT

Februarj ,'1944

Degr Mr.VPehTe'

Coaflrmlnv our conversatloa, I enclose here—

th paraohra es o. thc cable recelved from -Bern. .

‘ ‘Jand of our proposed reply andr drﬁft of a letuer

: which we ‘hagd.” intended to “end to Admir l Leahy on
thl matter. You gaid 1n our” conver atlon'that,you
xmulo llke to look over’ thls flTe.; It theFWar Refu-
gee Board would nrefcr to communlcaue on thlsfdiréct—

dure. will be

rapproval,

'vhall be glad to send he 1etter as plaﬁhed;

Lll] you be good enough to 1et mne know your d301—
- fion 1n Lhe mattcr.

With best hlsheg;

Sincerely yours,.

Enos. qpec1al ASsistant: to
the Under Qecretarv

Mr,"John' ¥, Pehle, :
Acting Executive Director, - : S =
Var Refugee Board,
Treasury Denartment,
Washington, :-D. C.




i Eood -problem Aiffculties occuvied’ areas; afford

' PARAPHRASE -

FROM:  Berny 44k . -
“DATE: January 205 3944

My BritiQh colWeague andi I have recelved from

’73 the Vatican' Secretariat of ‘State a note dated: Janu—

~ary.5 reguesting - Allied: authoritles 4o permit

“Ltalian -women," ‘chiildren, aged and’ infirh who are:
“residing ‘at present in German—occupied Italy 1o re-
~turn’ to their: homes :in Southérn Italy and Islands,
The request. is made, the note explains; on humani-
tarian grounds as a result of appeals Teaching Holy
See-from many. parts Italy and adds that the Holy-
Bee. 15 prepared to:¢ollaborate in facilltat1n° trans-
fer-if nermlsuion is granted. .

London has already sent a negatlve renly and
my British colleague has:informed the Cardinal Secre~
tary of ‘State of -this reply. - Grounds: for. the:re-
fusal:were that the proposal would|(a) establish
precedent. Tor .other-Germen=occupied countriess "(b)
‘present insurmountable dlfllCUlt’GS, (c)'ada to-.

,'opportunity for mluchlefmakinF to enemy dgents.

: I also shall reply in- negative -to: S cretar:
of Statels note mentioning reasons.| (a) and (b)
above ‘Unless instructed: otherwise.ir;




PARAPHRASE

TO : Bern

Denartment is unable to reply until rece1v1ng

the advice o milltary authorities relatlve to the\f

: .return of Itallans in German—occupled Italy to

—thelr hones 1n southern Italy referred to in your
w444, ijwand vhen it seems desirable to grant

.pérmission réquested;'ybu will be informed:




DRAPT

al Jeah/

The. DcDartﬂent is'in recelpt of a televram datéd
,Januarj 20, 1)44 from: the -American Leégation iniBérn
-concernlng a.note received frow. the Secretariatiof
State of-the Vatican on January 55109445 The . Sec=
:ret"rlat of ‘State requests that Allied authorltles

. Derm1t Itallan‘vomen, children; and.aged and 1nf1rn
persons,. who:arve: residing at:present in German<:
oceupied:Ltaly, to return” to- their homes in "southern
Italy and -Islands!. - 'The note explains that the iloly
See ds prepared to’ collaborate in facilitating  the
transfér -and: that:the requestisimade on Lumanlt*rlun
grounds. as ‘a-result: OT,anpeals reachlng the Holy See
from mdny Dartu of- ltaly.r

The te]egram also p01nt, out thdt Ehe uecreturlat'
of State. of ‘the Vatican sent a ssimillar note to the

coBritishe and ‘that’the Britigh have replled in the'nega-

“tive, although 4t1§ not: clear wheth

. er the negative
.response. emenated -from the Ministry o

of+Economic Warz:

fare; ‘the British . Chief of Staff: or‘the Combined: Chlefc

Cof” Staff ln London.,

g The Dopaltmcnt 1u,d951rous thdt these personu ‘Te-

ceive alls possible assistance ponSLStent with . the war

S efrortiand will appreciate’a. statement from appropriate
m1]1tary authorities: ‘on"the feasibidity and QeSlfdhllluy

of "this. propooal

,Sincéfély?yours,

Admiral Wllllam D, Leahy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander .in Chief of the[Army .and- Havy,
" “The-White House.: '




" 0fPiclal File Copy

CFEBO 1M .

- MEMORANDUM TO GOL, E. H. FOLEY, Jr.

w1t would be extremely helpful if we could
obtain promptly from the appropriate military .
authorities information with ‘respect to non-Italian
“refugees in that part of Italy under the control of
Allied Forces, In particular we should like to

ascertain, among other things:

(1) Number of non-Italian refugees living
. “in camps in Bari or elsewhere;

C(2) Adéquacyjofﬂoamp facilities for present
: -~ occupants -and possibility of receiving

(3) Fumber of such refugees oﬁtsidéf&f?éamps.
“~with-indication: of arrangement—-under which--
- .they are living. ‘ . '

_2.-We have information indicating that ‘the British
-military authorities are presently :evacuating. refugees
- from Italy to camps in Egypt.  Reporte indicate that
this is a fairly large scale movement. It would be = .
extremely helpful to have more details of this operation
- including an indication of whether refugees: are being
‘taken from existing camps in Italy, the program contem-. -
plated and. the basie upon which it is being carried out. .
‘We would also like to have any suggestions as to6 how -~
the Board could be of assistance in any of these matters.

:a - (Sigmet)Jobbetie




. 3March 1944

IO

Tl John W. ?ﬂhl@ : R ‘777

Aeting ‘Executive Diraotor :
War:Rofuges Board - .
Treasury Depertment’
l’uhington, Dn Cs

 Doar lir. Peniles .

“Tn.a httcr dated -January 28, 194k, tha

"s»m.ry of the Treasury suggested that ths
~-sppropriate Theater Commanders be informsd of the
- antablishoent ‘and responsibilities of the War

Refuges Board. - Mr. Morgenthsuts letter, containing
& proposed messape o be dispatched to the Theater

‘Cormandera, was referred to the Joint Chiefs of
Stl.t’! i‘or the&r oonuideration.

S Au a reault of their study on: thiu matter,
& mepsage similar to that propoged by Mr.: Morgenthau

-has baen dispatohed to the sppropriate U8, Army

Comnanders. X have been informed that the Nivy
Department has taken the nsgessary: mtion to 1nrom
the UuSs Havy Oommmdor concemad. :

" hestetant Sccr‘o:f'n‘-y;of"mr.'




G FEB 16 1944
refexf tora : 5'77 ot

Dedr Mr. MoOloys = - : i
~Your letter of ‘February 6, 1944, to the Hecretary
of the Treaijury concerning instructions to the Theater
. Gommanders. with respest to the War Refuges Board has been
referred to:this office. It is noted that the proposal
-contained in the letter. from the Secretary of the Treasury

©of January 28, 1944, has been referred to the Combined
__Chiefs of Stags,

S . Pursuant to your suggestion, the War Refugae

- Board will inform the War Dapartment of any spacific cases

. in.which the Theater- Commanders might-be in a position to-
be: of ‘assistance. ) R . :

véry ﬁruiy yours, -

" IS1emed) J. . Peble -

Aoting Exsoutive Direstor

Honorable John NoCloy,
" Assistant’ Segretary of War,

‘FHodelshd - 2/15/44




" o .
B ' 4 ' L o -
i’ FILING. 5
AR BEBARTME T 108 Wail g pileg
“WAR DEPARTMENT - AR, L

WASINGTON.BS N0 Ats. Req.
© INITIaL ..
oary

e Honorable;- " - = : AR : T S
The:Secretary of: bhe: Treasury. - | : .

‘Dear Hr., V:S'ercr.vetai;;jy:y el e

: - The ‘proposal -contained in your letter of January

28,7 194k, ‘régarding War: Department. cooperation with the -
War Refugee. Board nag been: referred to the Joint Chiefs o

- "Staff at ny request ‘for ‘consideration and necessary recom-

" smendations to the Combined-Chiefs Qf-Staff.  Instructions

"o the -theater commanders ‘primarily ‘concerned can be given
only by the latter body.. I will inform Yyou as’ tothe deci-=
sion Of the Combined Chiéfs of Staff on this matter.

. However;: in order 6 insure thie continuing coopera~
;ton of -the War Departuent with the. War Refugee Board, T

would. suggest that the.War Department be informed in the ‘event’
o : “-any-specific cases become known in which the| theater cominander

might' be.in a position:to ‘provide relief, : The matter will
" thert be presented, -bhrough proper channels, 'to’ the appropriate

_ . theaber commander for -such action ag nay" be néces f-and in

- the light of ‘the existing wilitary situation and avaiilable -

" resources -at his disposal. o




' Fﬁqu;;, Ji W Pehlett

Jemuery 26, 194

20t Wr. MeGloy

LA ——-em LT

For your mformation I an sumling you herewith
oopiea of thrree cables to Berni . The ifirst cable trand-

. mits the text of & license issued on January 22nd by the

Treasury Department to the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of
the Untted States: and Ganada, - The megond sable trans-—
mits a message to the International’ Red Cross, Geneva,: -

. from'the War Refugee Board, The Third cable transmits .

a megsage Irom the World Jewish Congress in-the United

States to its representative,.lr. Riegner, in ngeva.
I an sdvised thab the first two cables have been

despatohed by State.  The third was sent: to kr, Berle

-this -afternoon.

- /1/ &WP

Attae luontt [3

m.;,m v-:'/éé//.‘/. |




. vesgye
© 10:  Assistent Seerotary HeCloy - '
070 FiOMi Seoretary Morgenthew

“wi - In accordance with your timely suggestion it would be -
-~ very helpful-1f instructions along the following lines werse:
~sent to the appropriate Theater Commanderss = ;
, - "1he President hes instruoted the Seoretaries of -
-:State, Treasury end War to teke action for the immediate
rescue and relief of the Jews of Europe and other viotims
of enemy persesution.” In an Exscutive Order lssued. -
“i.-January 27,1044, the President deoclared. 'it is the polioior:
- of this Government to take all measures within' its powsr :
- " pesoue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent.:
- danger of death and otherwise to afford such vietims all
- possible relief and sssistance consistent with the suscessful
_ prosecution of the wars'- .The order establishes speclial o
. governmmentel nachinery for executing this polliey. It oreates’
© & War Refugee Doard consisting of the Sesretaries of ‘State,
Treasury and Wars - The Board is charged with direst
responsibility to the President in seeing that the announced
polioy is carried out.' The President indiecated that while.
he would look direstly to the Doard for the exeoution:of. this
polio{. the Board would cooperate with the Intergovernmental
Committee, UNKRA, and other interested international organizs~
tions, The President stated thet he expsoted the cooperation
of all members of the United Netions and .other governments
in oarr{ing out this difficult but important task. He-
statsd that the exinti:§ facilities of the State, Treasury -
and War Departments would be employed to furnish ald to -

Axis viotims to the fullest extent possible.- He stressed
that it was urgent that action be taken to forestall the




fplot of the anis to eitérminate the Jewl‘and“othnr ‘
"perseoutod minor1ties in Europo.;_,;'

_ You should do everythlng possible, con51stent w1th the

.. suceessful prosecution of the war in your theater, to S

. effectuate this goliey of this Government. You should eo~-
operate as elose y as 90381b1e with all ‘public and established
private agencies who are active in your theater in this field
in this matter. Consistent with your needs and militery
security considerations, you should make ‘communication
facilities available to these private agencies for appropriate
messages for carr ilng out the poliey of this Government herein
stated, keeping the War Refugee Board advised through tho
Department.: ‘You should report to the Department
recormendations which you may have as to what you feel this
Department can do to effectuate with all possible speed the
rescue and relief of the viotims of eneny. oppression.:a :

; Foreign representatives of the Departmsnt of State and
“of other Government Departments are being: similarli ine: .-
structed and you should give them any. p0331b1e ass stunce.

e would apprecidte your brlnglng this to the
attentlon of Secretary Stlgson. ;

/s/~ Henry Morgenthau, Jpa:
January-28, 1944

mﬂh}m 1/28/44 - ~




~ matic and consular officers.announcing the Executive Opder. and

o -rying out its-purposes.. - leCloy sa1d he.wondered if there was
- ranything the ‘War Department ought to do in:this connections 'He

-matter since the War-Department is just getting under way..on

" President giving the supply problem in liberated areas to the
- Wer Department. - T told Mr. MeCloy we would give the problem
--consideration and-give him any. suggestions we had as to in=- .

~there would be in any event specific cases involving matters
2. requiring cooperation by Theater Commanders and problems of o :
- shipping and ‘supply which would be raised withithe War Depart- o ST
“meént.-on an-ad hoc basise - - I I . o

o MEMORAWDUM

- January 28, 1944

v McCloy called me this noon.: He said he had noticed the -

instructions which-the:State Department had. sent out”to -diplo=:
indicating the duties of such.officers in comection with:car-
said there would be considerable reluctance ‘on the part- of:the

War Department to commit troops: toinew responsibilities in this ‘

carrying-out-its functions tnder the Wovember 10-letter. from the

structions-which should be sent out by the-Var Department; but‘f




