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PARAPHRASE OF THELEGRAN REGRIVED
FROM¢ The American Legation, Bern .
TOS The Jeoretary of State, Wa&\lushqu VR

i)
DATE: July 18, 1944 — \ 3
NUME'SR: 4578 - [:.j T [‘L EY
X

The follcning measaga is from McG]alland for NRﬁgm“><\

An alde-remoire giving reaction of tue Qammlthqe o dqueat)one
ralted in number 2198 from the Depariment and to thoae whioh were
convalned in rews telegrams ARFAR 2197 and 2198 dated June D4 waa
gubmltted by "[CRC to our British colleagues and ouraslves on the
7th of July (slease refer to number 3877 of June 17 frow the Le-
gation and 43¢ of July 6 end alao to numbep ul@@ dated June 26

from the Depariment.) .

Not o civilian lnternees aesimllated to Geneva Qonvention
does the whole project under consideration refer, buu only te
deportees and to aid for poliuloal prAgonars An oonoenliratlon om e,

The aide-memoire of ICRC follows in aubatianaai It 4a the
conviction of YCRC that an offieial approaoh to German. authorities
agking permiseidn to diatribute rellef pachsgas sén@mlﬂ.y, 56 N
asaimllated persons who are confined in Qampé wau1d1neu éniy'hc
refused flatly but would jeopardize the praat&ﬂal vsﬂulha ﬂoairad
in the future as well as those achiaved hﬁrebnr@ras Thera has
been a consistent refusal by the authoritiaes g!‘ Garmany o aesimds
late such deétalnees to the atatus af pnmcnem of war op o4viilan
1nternees either by analogy or dlracblyg - (Dup;ng an &nbeFV&GW'

on the 4th of July it was orally atated by an lﬂﬂﬂ aellabaraﬁor . f,f;‘,}

—DECLABSIFRD - that
State Dept, Leter, Tedlag o F
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, B
that the German reply to a request for the assimilation of such
detsl nees has always been that control over them is an internal
affalr and that they were considersd “eriminale"ef

In the case of certain concentration campe ICRC 1s able to
agsure the delivary of individual peckages and to verlfy regu-
igrly that thay are received by the prisoners for whom they are
intended, in spite of this official attitude of the Germans. In
ﬁhe past ICRC delegates have baen able to make unofficial visits
to these camps and they have no reason to doubt that in the future
they will be abla to repeat asuch vislta,
A The dietribution by a delegate of packaeges individually and
personally in concentration camps is no more possible than 1t is
in prisoner of war cambao for practlecal reasons. The delegates
of ICRC have meny possibllities of verifying the fact that 1n
the camps to be spesifled relief goods are consumned by bena-
ficlaries for whom they ars lntended and are not diverted both by
means of visite which will be made regularly on a basis snalogous

as concerns frequency to those prleoners of war and through con=

trole exercised independently of. the visits which have just been
mentioned. ' S
ICRC is forced, for these ressons, to fequ&ét:blqckgde,4

authorities to take into account the realltleéréf—thé gituhfipnf,:

_and to permit the ﬁelegatea of the committeévfﬁsfiifé?tyrar nging:

control methods availablerto them which slone allow,fhem'to'Judge
whether the distribution of rellef goods 18 carried out satlsfacs
R _torily,
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torily, and not to ingist on one specisl form of control or an-
{ other. ICRC, in assuming the responsibility for susch distribu-
.tions, agrees on the other hagd that 1f any irrsgularities are
~ brought to its attention regarding the gatiafactory receptlon
or relief goods, 1% will suspend all shipments {nmedlately.

The names of practically all civilian prisonerd of certain
nationality groups are possesged by ICRC. Although thelr total
number at a given moment lg known I0RC has only partiai liste
for other nationale. Authorlity is not pos segsed by ICRC to Be-
veal slther the number .of names of civilian prisoners in its
possession or information regarding the camp®s atrength which
1t has been abls to obialn thrbugh channels which are strictly

" confldentisls Fowever, in proposing to undertake the dellvery
of ﬁ maximum of thirty thousand parcels for concentration camps
and thirty-five thoueand to the Reslenstsdﬁ (which san be re-
garded as a8 ghetto, not a camp) durlng the initial ‘month, the
approxima te pumber of civilian prisoners to whom 1t can dsliver
individual parcels at present isg 1mnlioitly indicated by the
committeea T{gggg Belglan, Dutoh German, Yugoslav, Norweglan
and Czech are the principal nationals involved, -

The delivery of indlividual percéls to the tollowlng canpa

in Germany 1g proposed by TCRC: SachsenhauseneOranienburg and

Vatgweller, also Dachau, Ravenswuueck (women”a oamp) Buchenwd&de
Weimars An examination 1s being made of the question of eimllar

diatributiona to camps of ‘Staragradisce,. GredJanisalaa -and

Jasenovac
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Jasenovae in Crotia. TCRC csn vieit thess camps but if only Jews
are %o benefit the & thorlties of Croatla hesitate to allow the
distribution of reli:f. AT the present time ghipments to camps
of Birkinau and Auscwi@z in Upper Silesia are not advikass ad-
71laghble. There wlll be a further investig ation of the situation
in Drancy, Compiegne and Belsen. The delegetes of ICRC .have
teen pble to viait loth Drancy end recently the Resiongtadt, but
no gsgurancs iLs possesged by the commiltee that there can be a
repetition of such vialte. )

Repories of dlgiributlon of eoch congignment of parcals will
be submitted by ICHS which will algo 2imit the digtribution to
pergons whno are con’ined 1n Cempa.

A Sinoce a vtapid increase in the number of names of political
prigongrs known is Go e expeched 46 coon ae the sending of parcels
géts under wayv, th: shipment of an initial conslgnment of one
hundred thousand paircels isg reconnended by the commlttse although
TCRC is at present able to undertaks the @1etribution of only
sixty=five thougand parcels for ths firat month.

The TCRC rapozt ends hsre.

After congultatiaon with Jemes of Amoross, Geneva; and in
view of the present difficu]ties of tranaportationy 1t is- sug—
gested that there be used Tor this rellel proJect fov prisonere
in concentration camps in Germanyp a part of the reclaimable
portion of foodsuuffe from the esrgo of the GHRISTINA (about 65%
of 80, OOQ standard food parcels; which has already arrived in

Switzerlanda
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Switzerlend. For making up & batch of smalldr pafcels with

-

) these salvaged goods, TCRC 1s equipped and ready. The declsion
g{ of blockade authoritiés is urgent since this food must be coh-
~sumed within three awonths.
~N Only percels up to & maximum weight of 3 kilos will be ac-
gcepted Tor dslivery to concentration campe, whether they contain
olothing or food, sncording to informwatiocn which TCRC has re-
ceived recently. 1t is statad by ICRC thﬁt if parcelas csn be
shipped for $his purpose from overseas to be distributed they
must not bear any FNational Red Groassg markings in order that ICRC
lebels can be affixed by them, 7
As sbtated above Go me, we have consarted action with the
British Legation wulch hag wired a simllar summary ol the ICRC
aldg-memoire and tne CHRISTINA $iggestion, ‘
HARRISON

DCRi1MPL
R/24/ 44
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: AMEHICAN LEGATION, BERN ag \

TO} Seoretary of State, Washingt {?‘\FRB;_ EUPY
DATED: July 16, 1944, 7 P.M.

NUMBER: 45& V

V&b Phis message is from ucclelland for WAEB,
. %ee message 2198 from the Department of the twenty elghth
of June. '

Below is given the introductory memorendum dated tenth of

‘July, submitted by ICRC, on clothing redquiiemente or,oivilgén

prisoners located in Germany in oconoentration ocamps,

Our Berlin delegation in January of this year drew
our attention to the needs of clothing of  ocivil detalnees in
camp of Saghsenhausen~-Oranlenburg saying that the prisonera were
in orltical need of underclothing. The prisoners were not permitted
to éleep in their wearing apparel and that in the winter the
barracks were but slightly heated, Conversely, they were allowed
to sleep in thelr underclothing which took the place of covers. In

particular three clothing items were requested:'-sturdj gloveg

dong enough %o give wrist protection, underwear and: pullovere.

In addition we were 1nformed by our delegate that
most of the individuals in this camp not having gocks wrapped thelr

feet in rags to make up for this deficiency.

On the twenty fifth of May thls year We, racelved a8
note from-our delegate saying th&t prisoners in oamp. of Buéhenwald;

bel Welmer especlally were in need of socks, pullovera, and shirta.

DECLASSIFIED
‘State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 T° the pr esent

By R. H. Parks Date_sgp__z 1 1972
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d To the present time ICRC has not sent olothing to
olvilian prisoners in concentration camps &nd, therefore, has no
H informstion based on praotieal experience with this type of

oconsignment, For instance, 1t is not known to us whether old
underwear would be taken from detainees should they recelve new
wearing apnarel of this kind at s later date. Our only statement
can be that the need brought to our attention by our representative
in such that in certain instances prisonzrs have no underclothlng.
The pospibility of such distributions of clothing will
be investlgated further by ICRC and ag soon as cogsible they will
report to us,
This information has been supplied MEY. by the British
Legation,

HARRIBON

DCR:MLG
TelP=44
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#r. Muurice Pate, Director
Prisoner of ¥ar Relief
Ancricen Baticnal Red Croas
ﬁauhington, D. Co
Ry dear Bro ratsg

keoent discuastonsg setwoen W Dingle Me Food, of e ﬁinistry of
Econcmio Warfare, and re.vescntativen of Stebe, FEA, and Wer helugue
Board resulted in an sgreement Lo pornit the siipmeib of 100,000 standerd
foud pureels ey month for a2 three-wvonth pericd Irow thie cuuntry oy
digtribution by toe Invernchional Commitive of the Fed (ross Lo puroons
eonfiosd 1n ooncentrszlon and vefugse campu.ln vnemy-oceupled territoxys
guek a jpropesal, subject bo specified distribation gusisntees, -hug besn
presentad to tus Interneiiomul Commiitee by ine dinistry of Economle
Yfaerfare and wo exs monenterily ewalting an answer, Avtleipabing an
afTirmablive roply, wu ave Joslrous of making bthe ncoeessaxry urrengoments
with you bt wisd vernld the packeglog and shipping of bheas 300,500
food purcels By your orpsanizations As you know, bhe #er Relugee Bourd

is aob ms onerating agency ana wo therefore do not Bave these fanilitles

nor <o we deslre o duplicate facilitles slreedy in exigtence, aﬁccard;ngly,

we pre prepured to huve sllocsbted to your orpanizetion the Buk af—él;lHS,GDO
to cover the cost of packeging and shipping the 300,000 gtandard food

parcels pormitted unaer Lhds agresmends I will spgrecigtéihﬁéring from

you relative to thia matber ot your sarliest convenlence, and irum'praplred

to. disouss it with you in greater detelil. 7 7
Vety'tzulyfjcurs,»'

d e W, VPVQVth ;
Exagutive Director

PIdoCoraackiar







July 10, 9.4
Misu Hovel

Br. HeCoraeck
~

In conversetion with Hr. 3 Speelel Divisrusn, lLousy regarding -
the experimentel shipmerd of 100,000 fooG jaroeis per moath for & three-
mentl: perded to perwens i ocuncentrablisn eanps, I undorgtoss bo:d
Hre KupplngsT nao snaworad This dste s note 9cich the Britlsh Embassy ve-
codved Trom tue British Governseal wiih resyeel Yo the paokage propoussl
informing vne swbasny Lhat Bar Refugee Dossd would be in & posiilor to ship
the 100,000 Lwokseges lmmedistesly i on affirmative snawuy was received from
the Qorman Govermmeat Shrough InteToross. Hr. Kuppliger indicnted vint he
hac cleared tiis mibh Hwurioe Pste, Dirvector of Prisonuy of jJer iiellef at
Avaxicen Red Gross. The lasber lalvrmally inulowted that sie puckeges
ovuld be wade available out of stoek in Qenovs against wniok shipments frow
this counfry would be oredited upon arrival. ﬂmmwr, Fuppingesr felt bthat
it alght Lo neossaary Lo ssoure die approvel of b.e Aoy in tude direction,
Loo.

Hry Buppinger aiso informed me thet the Britioh propossl apparently
reached Intercrops on July 4¢ Ho baped tils cuneluelon on an incoming
oable from ReCieilsndg, Ho. 4504, July &, copy of which has been nade
avallahla Yo the Roard,

It s wy Zeeldng tast 10 would now be sdvisable for Hrs Penle and
ouners W oLall ou K Pate st dwseriose Red Cross to determing ke willing- ‘
nese of the smerican Red Cross to puckage snd gkip Lue neeeBsary food :
pareele %o uake thae program s realitys Phis osll on Hr. Pats might be
- preceded or followed by a lebder wo Mre Pate along the Idines of- b:m at'&ached -
Grafbe

There 13 wlso atibevhed & draft of tias Jettnr to the Burvau of the pudget

asking for toc wilocation i the neaessary ameunt of funds Jrom the Foreign .
Wayr Relisf Apuro ;.:-muam to cover vhe coat of this prograt.

s X Attachnenty

PIucCormackinr 7/ 10/ 4k
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// OFFICIAL Yo A} -
THE SECRETARY OF STATE .

WABHINGTON, D. G

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
* WASHINGTON

In'reply refer to July 8, 1944
SWP 800.142/6-3044

My desr Miss Hodel:

I refer to our recent conversations in regard to
the possible distribution in refugee and ooncentration
campe in southern France of the salvaged ocarge of the
8.8. Chrigtipa.

Replies have now been recelved to the telegrams
sent on June 19 to Algiers and London to ascertain the
attitude of the French and Belgian authorities in respect
of the acquisition of these suppliee for dlastribution as
desoribed above. Coples are enclosed in paraphrase of
telegrame from Alglers and London dated June 29 and
June 30, respectively, in regard to the approaches made
to the French and Belgian authorities in thls matter.
The French Committee has expressed 1ts willingness to
sell its portion of the salvaged cargo on the basls pro-
poeed to it. The Belgian Government has sgreed to sell
the portion of the 'silvaged supplies to which it has
title which could not be sent on to Geneva for dlstribu-
tlion to Belglan prisoners of war,

However, as will be noted from the enclosed copy of:
telegram no. 213 from the Consulate at Geneva dated
June 30, the International Red Cross was not able to
handle the salvaged cargo at Sete -and forwarded the en- i
tire cargo by reil to Geneva, : ST v .

A portion of the shipment is sald fo hhvé;arfiied;j
in Bwitzerlend and is belng sorted. A further report .

from

Migs Florence Hodel,
. " War Refugee Board, .
"." Treasury Department, DRI - S
Washington, D. C.. = - R R PR S
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from the American Red Cross representative at Geneva ig '
gxpeoted and upon receipt a copy will be furnished the
Oard. f»:

S8incerely yours,

Jas 4

e
gsietant Chief
Special War Probleme Di¢ision

Enclosuress

1. No, 2176 From Alglers,
June 29, 1944,

2. No. 6194 from London,
June 30, 1944

3. No. 213 from Geneva,
June 30, 1944,




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Tot S8ecretary of Btate
From} Algiers
Dated? June 29, 1944

Number: 2175
x

Reference Department's 1925, June 19, the sale of
salvageable food parcels ebosard the Christipa at & price
determined by Interoross for distribution in French con-
centration and refugee cahps 18 agreeable to the Com-
mittee. The Committee's declsion is being communicated
to the representétive of the Commiesarlat of Prisoners,

D'Ornano, presumably in Washington.

740.00116'Eu:opean;War'1989/6029445




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Toi Secretary of State
Fpoms London

Datedt June 30, 1944
Number? 5%?4

On June 21 an EWD representative called on Vicomte
Obert of the Belgian Forelign Office and indicated our
desire to arrange for immedlate disposition of the
Chrietina cargo, in accordance with instructions in the
Department'e 4829, June 19. OConslderaticn wae then belng
given to the question by the Belgian War Offlce, Forelgn
Office, and other departments concerned, Obert sald.

The Belglan Foreign Offlce verbally informed EWD on
June 29 that the Belgians desired that portlon of thelr
supplies which could still be sent to Geneva for ultlimate
distribution to Belglan prisoners of war to go forwerd
as intended originally, but that the sale of the rest to
the International Red Cross would be agreeable to them,
although it was not felt that the goods oould be donated.
The question of the exact financial arrangements the
Belgians had in mind was not pursued by EWD, in view of
your instructlon. We understand that du Parc hss been
instructed on this point by the Belgian CGovernment.
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STATE / TELEGRAM " AND RECORDS

VIiT-506 PLAIN

Geneva
Dated June 30, 1944

Rec'd 10:15 pem,

S3ecretary of State,

Washington.

213, Thirtieth.
X

Department's eloz, 19th to bern, concerning cargo
Intercrcss vessel CHISTIRA.

Lacking handling facilities Sete 21l salvaged cargo
was simply lcaded freight cars despatched Geneva., Since
June 20 apprcximately third have arrived. Given condi-
ticn French rail anéd rced ccmmuniceticns Intercrcss Re-
lief Divisicn considers it utterly impossibis divert any
of" other cars which are somewhere en route CP%EVEH tc try
distribution from here now. ALcececrdingly Intercercss nct
EVEn a»proaching German authcritics fcr time bEing, If
French conditions imprcve ‘matter can be taeken up aggin but
Consulate considers little 1ikzlihood'fuifiilmeﬁtﬁpgppqsal
alsc dug time required fof impEratiVE scftinérand fgé0ndi}'
ticning &nd necessity usE,salvagEd g§gﬁé§,géggg;wiﬁhiQA;clé:”
tively short pericd time. Sqrtingrwcrkvé;ingiah;aa w€sriﬁ—
spectEdVyEstErdgy by Elting and’ Jeme s withriﬁtarcréss and
Publié Eealth representatives. JamEsrrébérﬁibg tﬁisjangls
Eérli;st. ’ 7 7 7

SQUIRE"
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EPARTMENT _ N A DIVISION OF
j OF / INCOMING COMMUNICATIONS

STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

CONT
KEM-589 - PLLIN 1

\}]é ' Geneva

Dated July 7, 1944
.‘\i - v
Rect'd 11:31 pa.n,

v

Secretary ol State,

Washington, : ‘ g 5

: i DIVISION OF .
223, Seventh, 2 s m.mm\w\cus & RECGRD -
/(

FOR iMGCROSS I'Q Oh JLMES
"B534 your SUB6G. Best knowledge all CRISTINA
cargo was loeded cars Sete but exact number unlknovn,
Arrived Switzarland Ex~CRISTIN/. to date approximately
80,000 SI'P. SanatEr’had damaged all parcels ExcEpt
approximately:400 3FP. Sorting, drying, et CE?Era now
proceeding and expected finished end next week, Results
_preliminary survey indicate probably approximately all
following articles undamsed, Powdered milk,_mqrggrine, 
tinned meat, covned beel, salmon, pate, jame .Of othﬁf'
items probably following percentase utilisabls'ﬁi%b
balence complEtzlv lost, Coffee flfty; cigorctttéjfkn,“
soap £ifty, A4lso possibly can sell fOllOWlnf badlf
B damaged items unfit humﬂn consumptlon at CEntWhES pcr
kilo, chooolatE fifteen, biscuits ten, prunEs r51u1ns' ) : : ;‘ 74/
ten.  Report 1nd101tcd 1though pErsonallJ bEllCVE thls :

f1"ur
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~2~ #2823, July 7, from Geneva.

figure too high, 75 percent cheese utilisable, Balance
can be sold 30 centimes kilo. Only 10 percent sugar
saleable ot 50 centimes kilo, balonce completely lost,

Repott indicated 68 percent cargo here recoverable,

.

22 percent salsablc,'10 peErcent completely lost, although

ny opinlon percentage recoverable goods somewhat too

high, Report Basel judgment inspectors Departmmt

“Public Hzalth and iLgriculture who state absolutely

necessary all uscoable items be sent camps for cone

sumption within three months, 4As French POUs lack more

than others food reserves suggest forwarding these

supplies in bulk French camps, - Please advise regarding
sale supplies and as.to my suggested disposition

including instructions concerning balance CRISTINA

s

cargo when, and if, it arrives here as delay in tranéit
and timE'nEEdEd»rccoﬁditiqning mayrpf561ﬁdgfpo§sibiiiﬁyv

requesting additional instructions in View necessary

consumption total damaged céfgqfwith;nftﬁrﬁé;mphﬁhSH;

SQUIRE
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PAR..PHR.SE OF. Tgélﬂ:l#hw Sawmv;«,n

yinw

FROM: Ameriocen Legaf;ion, Bern
TO$ Seoretary ofjSiplm, Hpabinghon

PRENOH July 6, 1944 -
§¢° NU..BiR: 4304 pin ?Oﬁg ﬂﬂ

)

JieClelland gends following message for attention of
Wiar Refugee Board. )

Referenoe is made herein teo the bepertment's June 28
tslegram No. 2198,

on July 4 in ooncer’s with our British colleagues a
joint mpprosch was made Lo ICRC. The subatance of MIWS
telegrams .RF:R 2197 and 2160 (dated June B4) were
communicated orally by our British colleagues toVICRC
which is =t present time studying metter of dlstribution
guarantees requested end inside of n few days will :
subnit a breliminary reply.

The foregoing has been repedted to London Tor the
1nformubion/our Tmbogsy there and hes been sent 1n

reference to June 27 telegram 187 from London, -

HARRTSON.

UF“IASQHYED e
State Dept.. Lettel, 1- 11724

by e e SEPRL 1972{ Lo







FROI: London

TC: stery of Stata, Vashingion
DATED: June &0, 1844

RUiER Hiva

< ——

 adcordancs with ddrections confoined in Depaviment's

~8

messese of Jung 19, Humber 4520, the EVD apent visited Vicembe Obert
of the Foreimm O0ffics of Belglum on June 23 and volaed B0 him our wigh
thet avrangonents be made $o dlmpese of tha CHRISPIMA'e eargo &l oncs.

It wvas otaboed by Ubord thal this meiier was vnder considerebion by

the dopars s oonsorned, inglnding Relginn Fovelen 0§0ice and Yap
04982, at nnd timg,

The Poreign O87los of Ralslun advinod TED srally on Juns
59 that they desired thob part of bhely supplies which could s6il) be
Pozvarded ke Gensve for olblmabde allccation Lo Pslglan way prisoneps

o Lie shipped s ¥ plazmed, but thab, sltbough they fols

they wore unnble Yo give she meterials, they were willipg %o sell the

bvalancs o iha In‘ész*mt‘lcsml Bl Crons, The question of what dofinite
ST T DT o
nonedery oebi lenes

% the Delelons Bad in mind wes nob Pollowed up by h E
B, 4n view of your insbruchlons. Ths Covernment of Belglum haa oy

inobrugted du FPare oan thia leoue, sccording to ouy 17.51&@3’5%3&111:1@.

WINANMT

DCR/GY

PeTemdd : ' S
DT‘CTAQSWIED - . :
State LF} Letiery 1- -11-72-

‘ Lo SEP 211972

By R H; P'\zks Date_____ v







PARAFHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECOEIVED
FROM: Amerioan Misslon, Algiers WM C
T0: Seoretary of State, Wachington 0\6}2’
DATED: June 29, 1944

woz o CONTRGL COPY
@ U
]
With roference to Deopartnend's message of June 19, Fumbey ]
1926, the onls of salvageabls food peckages on board CHRISTINA for
allogation to Fyench gonoentmtiox\ and refugeo oampn, at & prige deoim
vy Intererosz, is acgepieble to Fronch Committee., The decision of
the Jommittes iu boing tranemitted to Dornano, represontative Commissarimt

v

of Frisoners, who 16 beliaved to be in Washington.

CHAPIN

DOR/GFW

B=30~44

B DECLA“'@TFIE '
7 . State Dept Lctlel 1. 11 -72
SN"O | o ByR HPmk SEE
//,L/M/ : Date 2 1 1972
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" regarding distribution.can:be obtained.. '

Cleared with J. W. Pehle 6/19/44 -

Charge Department - N : | o
CUS URGENT g R LS
G 25

AMEEP, /9
. AIGIERSw: | L

“Pleage discuss perdonally with Frenay bﬁfdhiurgeﬁtibasis .

‘the following maﬁter."

: ;'The French:Comnittee of National Liberation ﬁasxtitLQ:,3
t0. 315,120 prisoner of .war food - parcels ‘which were:aboard the

. Christing when it hud to be beuched recently near Cette. . This -
-and the rest of ‘the cargo hes been salvaged and-is now. in~ .
Intercross. dutody at Cettes :Efforts are being made 1o determine

extent of dumage:to the .cargo. However, since most if not; all

" the cargo is belicved to-have been under.water for an undetermined -

length of time, it is assumed thiat the contents of the*food.
packages are nov unfit for human. consumption with the possible £
excepbion: of food in ‘hermeticaliy sealed tins.  The cargo’is not
believed 10 be in & suitable condition for forwarding to Geneva
for distribution to prigoners of: wars It is hoped, however, that -
‘s part of the food supplies can:be otherwise utilized. “Prompt

. disposition would seem necessary, 'to avoid further deterioration.

Blockade authorities ure agreeable to the distribution by Intercross’

ofthe-items-still suitable for human consumption: in refugee and

concentration camps insouthern France if satisfactory §SSuranqes

;Please:aséerﬁain‘and infbrﬁ Departméniﬂurgently'whether (a)
Committes is agreeable:to:the aforementioned use of salvageable

"supplies-to which it has title, (b) whether it would be prepared.

to donate ‘such supplies to Intercross for. tiis use, (e} if.not:
willing-to make a'dongtiop,,whether'Committee‘wouldvggree to.the

sale-of ‘such:-of these supplies a8 are fit for human consumption -
at-a value to be. determined by Intercross.

if Cdmmiﬂtee:is not willing to méke a donation of'ihese:supélieéaj

- but is willing to sell, you meyin yourvdiscretidn'state that'war L

Refugee Board'will,arrangéﬂfor ﬁhe necessary finenecing of “guch-a: sale.
You 4re, howeveér, mot in a .position £ make a definite offer in this
connection and are authorized only to inqﬂire[whether Committee-would
be willing to sell on the tgrms»mentibnedfabbvéQ' L :
"Similaf'inquirjjis being ‘mede. of Belgian aﬁthorities'in_Londén

.-in.pespeet of ‘that portion of “cargo to which Belgian Government has
Cgitles. S S "

'French‘Délégatiqn,5W5sﬁingt°ﬁ;€iﬁfdrméd,oi for gSi@g.f1
B o
“Cleared with FEA(Kiaer)







US URGENT -
AMEMBASSY
oo, |
;#' ,  FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND FEA FOR EWD.
' ' Ve éie.agreeéblé>invprihcip1é to.dispositién Christina'cargé‘ésVproposéd;;‘
your 4681,June.lﬁ;,Howeyer,title.to.fodd packages in the cargo is in Belgian
_Government'andkFrenqh Committee. Inquiry is being made of Algiers. to determine
(a). whether Committee is willing for salvageable portion of- cargo” owned by it
" to-be distributed in camps in southern France,’ (b) whether it would be prepared
to donate such ‘supplies to Intercross for this uge,and (c) if not willing to: .
‘make. a donation;whether Committee would agree to the-sale . of such supplies at .. ... " - :
‘a yaluewtoibe.deﬁerminedtby Intercrosss E BRI S

. As*fegagds Belgién:portion,of bargo;du'Parc,Belgian;;epresentativé/ih
New York for -prisoner’of war .relief,has telegraphed Belgian Government in-
London in substartially the:same sense. Please~indicate,tofthe‘appropriaté@'”,'

Belglan authorities our desire to arrange for the immediat disposition of{theéé

sipplies ‘since even that portion Which is now' suitable for human’corsumption.
may;deteriorateArapidly, : e

© ' 'It is undérstood, that du Parc has-suggested that tlie Belgian Government’ . -
donate the supplies to Lntercross provided Belgian Government freed of == s
responsibility in commection with sslvage.costss War Refugee Board will . == - ST
arrange for use of supplies in French camps: and’ for. necessary. finencing. if . .
“that is nhecessary. No commitment in.that regard,liowever,should be made. = - . s

golubion suggested by du Parc probably would be.agreeable provided salvage- ;
costs did not exceed value of -useable itemss. Should that be the case,Belgian”
Government would'be expected to pay.difference between redsonable vdlue as .
determined by Intercross and salvage costas = IR A

Cleared with FRA (Kiaer) ' e e

Cleared with T. Ws Pehle 6/19/44"







. AMLEGATION,
. BERN.

o - FOR .CONSUL,GENEVA. - ) ]
CRIO% GG
. 'QUOTE Please- take up-the following matter withllntercrOss:' S L
C The -cargo.of the S5 Christina which recently had to be beached near.Cétte
has been-salvaged-and. is now understood.to’be in the custody of ‘Intercross -
representative at Cette. While the extent of damage ‘to the, cargo is as yet
not known by the American authorities,it is presumed to:be such that the 7
, .cargo ‘and- particularly ‘the prisoner of war food'packages»iﬁdludedlthérein"
AN Y are’not'ind a sultable condition for forwarding to Geneva and for distribu-
tion to.prisoners of ‘war. The blocakade authorities are. agreeable to the
distribution -of.the food items in the packages still suitable for human
consumption: by’ Intercrosg in refugee and-concentration camps in southery '
France if- Intercrass can obtain from: the German authorities the following -
assurances: (1) .that Intercross ‘delegates may supervise the distribution - . S
of -these supplies.in the camps and (2) that within & reasonable period,’ o

not_to exceed a 'month,following distributioh'Intercrbssjdélégates‘may visit o |
‘the ‘camps to. verity the correct-use of:the supplies,... LI o i N S

Efforts are now being made to arrange to turn over-withoutfcost;tojlnter—'
cross:that portion.of the food, supplies in. the cargo which is still fit -
for human use. Tt is suggested that Intercross approach ‘the German auth -
- orities to determine whether,if necessary arrangements can:be made in.. ° .
‘;othér‘respects,Intsrcrbss1will,be in a position to diStribute'the~suppliés;l

. Please request Intercross to inform American authorities through you whether
- German -authorities will’ permit distribution to be mdde under the aboves-.. .
‘mentioned  conditions ghould it prove possible-to turn: over such aupplies
-to Interecross for:this purpose. UNQUOTE. ~ /.- I L e
3 ‘ /

HULL
B ‘thdeiRdgéi el S T e R u;'ﬂ : e :
sy - "Please'repeatrtQ;Londoniwith.preliminary:paragraph as‘follqwsi;v Ll

‘FclIOWingihas.Been sent ﬁ@fiﬁgétion,ﬁéfﬁ,fofLCanuiiGéheva,réfefénéé v
your 4681,June 10. o ~ S SR henetts

Cleared,wiﬂh FEA. (Kiaer)

Cleérea’with?J:W}Pghle'6/19/24
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P 'm:."..inv_,mi:.’_f-x'ics:ndqubﬁbf,ipﬁ’wﬁg‘ L
- m Suntnv of ﬂtaéo onoiou- tor the. 1nroruauon ana
guidunoo of tho Auorioan unbon or tho neuef snb-domtt«
qr the Joint Bloom' Oomttn goples or ' 1ottor dated
-June 13, 1944 rron W, D&.nglo ., Poot to ur. Beru md Kr.
o Borl.e’s rop).y, togo)mm' mn a eopy or ' luorana\m aatod N
A Juno 1g: vhloh uen fcrth 1n gnntor detall tho nuor maumn o :
agnod to !.n oonnnatlopl howoen Mr. Foot am! npronntntlno
,?r ‘Mup”‘..&t ﬂazhe Forc&sn anmm&c lﬁdmmiwrauoumeo ,.c,éwf ’
With nterenco to mb—pn-amph (u) of. panguph 1 of the
. memorandum the Dopannnt desires that the Ronet 8ub~connntn
’ﬂnquut thc Inumtzonal a-a Crose mmiatﬂy to approaoh
“the Goruan nuthor!tiu to- uuortaln vhcthor o
_ {a) the Oorm uuthorn!.u wul. in prtnclple, pora!.t tho
fr_-'Intornational Red Orau to dl.uri.bute rood paroah and olothins
- "f;parocu undqr tho oondl.nonn net rorth in Nv. Foot'l 1etter =
‘ztn a1l oanps in Gemn—eoutronod Europe wherein are. connned
rgpernonl not nulml‘.l.atod to tha ltatua of prs.aonera ‘of war under
fthc Genava P:-honera of War Gouvantxon. T
| (b) ‘the ﬁemn mthorhiu vnl pemﬁ.t the hmad&ato as.--
Strtbnti.on of fooa pamolu by tha Intcmet&ohal Rea Orm undor
~the oonﬁltiom set forth ln Mr. Foot'a 1sttor in the fonow!.ng
."oanpa: ' i
Gémny

Bolnnﬁ'oiéqn* - _
/ Bergs S gg
. par mau , xula or Pohnd
o i’i?h.ruun-tadt ,Onolsuhukh g "
'nnlt‘”r D -'Sﬂi:.c' n i
3:ongna Croatia e,

roatde ol
ia State Dept Lettey

S - Byara. G““'”... C
- Gred Jani-Salle- m,




T TP, ST SN

B

The War Refugse Board hna ascertained that the noed 1- partion— ”

larly acute in the above~named oamps and thorerora
that they oan be given priorlty.

(o) The German authorities would 1nterpo-o any obJeotton

to the distribution of food parcels fmprinted in the aane
manner as those whioh are

1t ;afhopea

distrlbptod to prllonor- of ‘war nnd
civiliang nasimllated %o that ltatua undar tha Geneva

Prisqnprq
of War Convention,

It is desired that tho Intennational Red Gross mako thia ?v
approach to the German anthorities on a mout urgcnt baale.
The Depnrtnent ahould be informed by telagraph ot thq reuults
of thia approach.

The Amor:oan Lesation at ﬁtockholn 48 belng 1nforued by
the Dapartuant or the 1ncreanod authorization mentioned 1n
sub~paragraph (b) ot paragraph 1or the memorandum.' It 15 ‘ o T
assunied that the British Government 1a forvarding a slmilur e A

: communleation $o the Br&ttnh Legaclon at 3tockholm., L l R 3',}

Separate 1nltruetionn will. be rorwaraed to the meas-y an

. regard to the relicf measure ueﬂtzoned in nub*parngraph (o)
of- paragraph 1 or the nomorandun. Do

. BVPIEDKIEMS




DRAFT Aln MAIL INSTRUCTION TO LONDON

..

The Secretary of State encloses for tine information and guidanqe‘of
the American members of the Relief Sub-Committee of the Joint Blockade -
Committee copies of a letter dated June 13, 1944 from Mr. Dingle M. Foot
to Mr. Berle and Mr. Berle's reply, together with a copy of a memorandum )
dated June 12 which sets forth in greater detail the relief measures agreed
to in conversations between Mr. Foot and representatives of the DepaA;ment
& the Foreign Economic Administrationp nND wAR A 5-/‘ UG£€ 544&?
With reference to sub-paragraph (&) of paragraph 1 of the memorandum
the Department desires that the Rellef Sub-Committee request the International
Red Cross immediately to approach the German authorities to ascertain whether

(a) the German authorities will, in principle, permit the International
Red Cross to distribute food parcels and clothing parcels under the conditions
set forth in Mr. Foot's letter in all camps in German-controlled Europe.where-
in are confined persons not assimilated bo the status of prisoners of war
under the Geneva Prlsonerb of War Convention,

(b) the German authorities will permit the immediate distribution
of food parcels by the International Red Cross under the condltlons set
forth in Mr. Foot's letter in the following camps:'.

Belsenbergen —:Germany
Bergau = - Germany
Birkenau =-Silesia-or Poland
Sarvar . = Hungary - .
" Pheresienstadt ‘- Czechoslovakia’
Drancy - --France
Tost or Dost ~ Silesia
- Josenorac.. - ~ Croatia
Stara Gradiska- = Croatia =

'.Gred Janl—Salls 5,Croatia

The War Refugee Board has ascertdlned that the need 15 partlcularly acute 1n -
the above named camps and’ therefore 1t 1s hoped: that they can: be glven priority. =

(c) The German authorltles would 1nterpose any obgection to the dlS—
tribution d food  parcels 1mpr1nted inithe same .manner as those whlch are’ jf,~

*{dlstrlbuted “to prisoners of war and 01v111ans asslmllated to that statu under
the Geneva, Prlsoners oi War Conventlon. ‘ . ST

It is deslred that tne Internatlonal Red Cross>make thls approach to

" the German anthorities on & most urgent basisi The Department should be in="1
: formed by telegraph of the’ results of . thls apyroach.A_ :

Tne Amerlcan Legation at . Stockholm is’ belng 1nformed by the Department

“of the - increased authorlzatlon tentioned “in sub—paragraph (b)- of ‘paragraph l
£ - of “the memorandum: Tt .is dssumed that the: Brltish;Government is forwardlng
-1 slmilar communlc&tlon to the Brltish‘Legation at: stot
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e JUN171944
"WRB — Mp. wéﬁém' é\’45’71,1 m- o;sﬂl‘" £
It would be appreciated if-you would forward to
Mr. Pehle the attached copies of the documents 1isted*"
belov.'_ '
‘Minutes of . meeting on June 12
Minutes of meeting on June 15
Memorandum dated June 1? _ S
Letter from Ur, Dingle M Foot to Mr. B;rle
dated June: 15.,,, . _

o Letter from Mr. Berle to Mr. Foot dated June 14,

D,'Kuppinger

SWPEDKiEHI




June 12, 1944

The following were present at a meeting held in
Mr. Berle's office this morning further to discuss the
question of relief for civilians in occupied Europe:

Mr. Dingle Foot, Parliesmentary Secretary,
Ministry of Economic Warfare.

Mr. Berle

Mr. Winfield Riefler, Foreign Economic Ad~-
ministration,

Mr. G. F. Thorold, Counselor, British Embassy

Mr. W. T. Stone, Director, Special Areas Branch,
Foreign Economic Administration,

Mr, Eldred D. Kuppinger, Special War Problems

. Division,

As indicated in a preliminary meeting on Saturday,
the British authorities are opposed to a broad blockade
concession which would permit the distribution of relief
supplies among the civilian populations of the occupied
countries., Mr. Foot sald at that time that he was hot
clothed with authority to enter into any sort of under-
taking on this question which would go beyond the posi-.
tion heretofore taken by the British War Cabinet.

He said, however, that MEW believed that a great.
deal of pressure now being exerted on both Governments -
on the feeding question might be removed if the British:
®und American publics were -informed of all:the ‘steps .
previocusly taken with a view to assisting vietims of

Nazi oppressions and the measures now in effect, ‘which - - !

to a limited extent are achiéving that result., Moreover,
he said he did have authority to agree to certain ex= -
tensions of the measures now being taken and to'a . ¢
Iimited blockade concession in respect.of relief sup- -

- .plies for. persons.in concentration and refugee -camps. -

Mr, Foot proposed ‘that weragr'ee,’on the following -

points without prejudice:to such further rélief measures @ . -
up,on,,subequgntly_‘_pyr_pho:tgb Govern— .-

as might be:-agreed
ments, '

1.
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1. Shipments of food for distribution to persong
:Ln concentrafjon and réfuges caups, Such shipments
be made from outside the blockaded area for dis-
. tribut:lon by Intercross to persons in camps where .
~ Intercross had obtained assurances from the Germans -
that Intercross delegates could distribute supplies and
could return later to verify the correct use of such
supplies. The concession would be limited to food
packaged for individual distribution., He proposed that
as evidence of our desire to extend help as soon as
possible supplica be sent immediately on the prisoner . . :
of war supply ships to be held at Geneva until Intercross i
is in a position to distribute them. It was agreed that ;
the principle involved would be applicable to all con-'
centration and refugee camps in enemy and enemy-occéupied
territory, including camps wherein Italian 'military
internees" are held,.,

2. Intra-blockade shipments. Mr. Foot proposed
that the present authorized monthly shipments from
. Sweden to Norway be doubled making a monthly authorized
total of 500 tons. Such exports may, as is presently -
the case, include those of List A. It was also pro-
posed that the two Governments examine the possibilities-:
of permittirng increased purchases of relief foodstuffs - ‘
"in Switzerland, Spain and Portugal. Such supplies would |
be intended mainly for France and Belgi.\m. Thia proposal
was agreed to.

3. "Evacuation schemes, Discussions have been going
on in London with representatives of the Swedish and Swiss
Governments to the end that approaches be made to the ~ -
German -Government to obtain its consent for children to
g0 to Sweden and Switgerland where they could: be physieally
rehabilitated. Some difficulty has been encountered in - .. .
securing agreemsnt on the manner in which the' appreaches -
should be made, Both the Swedes and the Swiss are willing
‘to take the children but neither Governmeat is desirous .. -

-of making-a direct approach to the German Government. The
‘Swedes are particularly hesitant, having been rebuffed
before in similar cases, It is likely that as regards e

- Sweden Intercross will be asked t6 approach the Germans. -
The Swiss may be willing to mske a dirsct spproach, lay-',
ing down the conditions that children must be selected R T e
on the basis of need by the: Intemational Red Cross’ vy:l_.th—_ T Fr o S

. out reference t0. pol:\.t.:l.cal ba.ckground. The question of- SRS

publicity m discu-ud. It was' conndered prefera.ble
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that no publicity be given to the approaches until -the
German Government had had a reasonable opportunity to

reply.

My, Foot said that the Irish Government had already
approached the German Government with an offer to¢ take
500 French children. Although the approach was made
several months ago no answer has been received. The.
British propose to suggest to the Irish Government that
this approach be renewed,

At the proper time it is the intention to publish
the full story of all measures that have been attempted
or put into effect to bring relief to European victims
of the war. It is believed, however, that publicity at
this time in regard to the evacuation schemes would be
premture.

Mr, Foot will send a letter to Mr, Stettinius (which
can be made public) outldning the agreement reached on
points 1 and 2, At the same time he will send a memoran-
dum (not.for .publication) outlining the agreement reached
on points 1 and 2, and the agreement reached on.point -3
and the question of publicity. : - o




MINUTES OF MEETING
June 13, 1944

A meeting was convened this afternoon in Mr, Berle's

office to consider drafts prepared by Mr, Foot of a letter
"to Mr, Berle and an accompanying memorandum on the ques-—
tion of relief for civilians in occupied Europe. It was °
also expected that some discussion would be held on the

question of remittances to neutral European countries for
expendlture in enemy territory in connection with evacua~
tion and relief of refugees,

In addition to Mr. Berle, the following were present:

Mr, Dingle M, Foot, Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Economic Warfare

Mr. G, F. Thoreld, British Embassy
Mr. Winfield Siefler - FBA

Mr, Willlam T, Stone -FEA

Mr, John W, Pehle War Refugee Board

Miss Florence Hodel
Mr. Abrahamson

War. Refugee Board
War Refugee Board

St 11t

Mr, George Warren WRB)
Mr. He I. Riegelman WT ) State Department
Mr. E. D. Kuppinger SWP)

Mr, Foot distributed coples of his lsetter and memo~
randum in draft form, :

The first item discussed was that concerning relief
shipments to refugee and concentration camps. It was
agreed that in order to provide for the earliest possible -
distribution of relief foodstuffs in areas of greatest -
need if circumstances permitted, in addition to the camps
in southern France,. the Letter would be changed to state
mEst, it is proposed to begin with certain camps to be’
selected after consultation with the International Red
Cross', .

Mr. Pehle commented that the prOposals embodied in’
the letter and memorandum did not go very far beyond the
rigorcus -blockade policy as presently applied. It was
pointed ‘out that a definite concession is being made ‘in -

respect to refugee and concentration camps and that Mr.o o .

Foot did not have authority at this time to go beyond

 this concession end ‘the extensions of present policy as’-

Cset




&
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set forth in the letter and memorandum. Mr. Pehle's
attention was invited to the final paragraph of the draft -

letter in which it is stated that the measures deseribed .

therein are without prejudice to such further measures
- as may subsequently be agreed to by the two Governments.

_ Mp. Pehle asked that it be indicated in the record that
apert from what is to be done in respect of refugee and . -~
concentration camps it is his opinion that changes in :
the blockade policy are coming about much too slowly and
that he thinks more far-reaching concessions ‘ghould be

made.

Mr. Pehle proposed that in addition to enlarging
the scope of the agreement as regards refugee and con-
" centration eamps the amount of food to be shipped imme~
diately for distribution when possible should be agreed
upon. He suggested that this amournt be set at 100,000
food parcels per month for a three-month period. This
was agreed to and section (a) of paragraph 1 of the memo-
randum was amended accordingly. )

Mr, Pehle then raised the question of the shipment
of clothing for distribution in the camps. It was pointed
out that from the blockade point of view greater objection
exists to the introduction of clothing into enemy terri-
tory than to the shipment of food since the former is a
non-consunable item and one in great shortage in turope,.
whereas the latter is consumed inmediately thereby making
it more likely that the intended recipients will actually
get the benefit. Mr. Foot would have preferred to with—
hold decision on the clothing question until it could be
determined in the light of experlence resulting from the
distribution of food whether the likelihood was good: that.
satisfactory distribution:ef clothing ‘could. be made. He
agreed; however, to the immsdiate procurement of . 25,000
parcels of -clothing suitable for individual distribution
provided distribution would not.be ‘attempted until there ..

- ‘was-an opportunity to decide in the light of International’ "
Red Cross experience in distributing food whether the . -
clothing should go forward, - The memorandum was-amended
in this sense by the inclusion of & new ‘section under
paragraph Lo o0 ln R b SRSl o8 £

- "~ The other paragraphs of the memorandum were discussed - 1o ’
‘' and agreed to with minor changes in phraseology which -did

not - change the:sense ‘as originally drafteds. ~ 0
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It was agreed that Mr, Berle would have copies of
the memorandum prepared for exchange with Mr. Foot on
Wednesday at the same time that Mr. Foot delivers his )
letter to Mr, Berle and receives Mr. Berle's acknowledge-

ment . .

~ The length of the discussion on the letter and
memorandum precluded discussion on the question of
remittances, Mr. Pehle and Mr. Foot arranged to have
& discussion this point before Mr, Foot's departure,




June 12, 1944

1. The United States Government and His Majesty's
Government will take immedinte steps to carry ou$ the proe
posals aontained in Mr, Foot's letter to Mr, Berle of
12 June, These inolude! :

{a) The immediate despatoh of relisf to concentration and
nefugee ocamps in enemy Europe subjeot to the gondi-
tione set out An the lettar. It is proposed experi-
mentally to begin with oertain cemps to be selected
after consultation with the Inteynational Red Cross,
I the conditions are observed, the experiment will

. be extended., Initially, shipmente of 100,000 food
- packages per month for three monthe, amounting to
550 tons monthly, are contempliated. '

(b) An increase in the volume of relief consignments
from Sweden to Norway, which may now be authorized
by the United Btates and British Hisslons in Stookholm
without reference hack to Washington and London. - The
present maximum is 250 tong a month. Thia will be
inoreased to GO0 tons.

(o) An immedlate examination of the possibility of in=
oreased: relief consignments to the cocupied coun=~
tries from Bwltgerland, Portugal and Spain. In
partiocular attention will be given to inoreasing
supplies of milk and dairy produote from Switzerldand -~
to Belglum and France. This proposal must of oourse

‘be governed by the avallabllity of ‘2wims, Portuguese
and Spanish ourrencles, and ia therefore subject to
the approval of the Unitaa B8tates and British s
Treasuries.. DR

(@) The gueation of adding olothing to the food consigne
ments under (a) will be congidered sfter the scheme
has come Ainto operation with partioulasr reference
to the effectiveness of the supervision and control
established in these camps by the Internstional Red
Cross.  The International Red Cross will be asked
to report on the statemr;olothin§,inrqamps to which
food is being delivered snd partioularly on the quane
titlea and quality of olothing msde available to the Sl T
internees under present conditions,’ In antlelpation . - Lo
of conducting an experiment in the supply of oclething, Lo
arrengements will promptly be made for the procuring

o of 25,000 standard olothing parcels.. . = - .- "0
S The 1mplementatioa of the above measures will :be the. - . -
‘reaponaibility of the Relief Sub«Comnlttee of the Blockade.
. oo Committes, and the two Governmente will forthwith give . . ..
o ghe 2:geaaary;tnstruét$9nsjtaztheir,:eyret¢ntatives;bntthe,"""r
ommi ttee, : e S L e e e

i
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In the firet place supplies will be loaded as and
when space is avallable on:ghips now carrying prisoner-
of-war suppliee. If the soheme develops to such an ex~
tent as to make extre ehipping necessary en attempt will °
be mmde to obtain s Swedisgh ship or shipa from the Baltile
on the same terms as the Ureek relief ships. v

2. All prectioable stepe will be taken to further
the achemes already under oonsideration for the reception
in Sweden, twitzerland and Eire of ohildren from enaemy~" -
ocoupled countries, The Bwedish Government have slrcady
expressed thely willingness to recelve

{a) ohildren from Norway, and

(b) Jewieh ohildren from any part of CGermen Furope,
but are unwilling to mske any further spproach elther to
the German Government or to the Quieling Governiment of
Norway. They have suggested that the neogssary spproaches
should be made through the Internationsl Red Cross. They .
have now been asked whether they will themealves take this
matter up with the Internationsl Red Cross, or vhether
they would prefer the Allies to do o,

%. The Bwise CGovernmeht have expressed thelir wille-
Aingness to reseive up to 50,000 children in the course
of a year without asnsimtanen from the Allles, and may be
willing to reegyve more AT additional imports through the
bloeckade ¢an be made avallable. Thoy have vecelved as-
aurances on this point. The only Gifference that has po
far arigen in the disoussions on this matter is that the
Bpitish and United Btates Governments insist that the
ghildren %o be received in Bwitzerland shall be seleated
by o method which wll} Ereolude a preference beinpg given
to the ohildren of (uisling parente. I¢ is agreed that
this matter will now be tsken up with the Swiags Minister
in Waghington, who will be asked whether lis Government
are now prepared to approsch the German Government, or
whether they would prefeyr that Iln their case also, the
gegagsary approaoh should he made: by the Internatlonal

] roga S A : ; SR

4, The Irish proposal was fivet reiged unoffiolally
with the Hinistry of Eeonomic Yapfare -towarde the end of
© 1943, It was suggested that the Irish Red'(lross should:

‘reseive 500 children, preferabdly fron France, who would

“ remain in Bire until the end of the war., ~ After consulta~

tion with the United Btates Government, the British Gove..
ernment informed the Irish authorities that there was no .- .-
objection to this propoesl, and that all necessary fsoclli-
ties regarding transportation from the Continent to Elre .
~would be given. It is understoocd that the German Governs . .
ment wero approached on this matter over three months AR
..Age, but that no anawer has yet been reseived. ~The British = -
-Government will ascertain whether ths Irigh Covernment are .
~prepared to rensw this offer. (In this osse the question - -

of aﬂgitignal,auppliea through the Bloockade is unlikely: ' -
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Nothing will be said in publio about these evacuation
egohemea until the various approaches to the Gorman Coverne
ment, and Af negeasary to the Quisling Governments oconw
cerned, have taken place, Thereafter a reasonable perlod,
" 8ay three weeke, will be allowed for the reply. If po

reply has then ﬁoan received, or if it is unfavourable,
the facts will recelve the utmost publicity. :

"~ 8. Thareafter or at the same time an agresd state
ment. will be issued simultaneously in Washington and London
setting out the various measuree whish the two Covernments
have taken or attempted, to bring relief to persons .in
enemy-oocoupied territories. In particular, emphasls will
be 1aid upon the following! i e

(a) The abortive scheme for the evaouation of Creek
chlldren, when preparations were aotually made for
the receptlion in India, Kenia and Tanganyika of at
least 20,000 necessitous children from Athens snd
other Creek oltles. This foll through begause -the
eonaagt of the Itallen Government could not be obe
13&1116 . ' )

(b)  The evaouation schemes mentloned above; t.e. to
Sweden, Bwitzerland end Kire.

(c) The purchase and despateh inside the Dlookade Area of
foodstuffe from Sweden to Nopway, from Swltzerland to
. France and Belglum, from Turkey to Creece, md from .
Portugal to almost all the oocupled territories, It
should be emphasised that these eonsignments have
Tor the most part been pald for by the Allied Covern-
ments in London, with funds made available by the
British and Amerdosn Governments. » S

(d) The fact that ever since 1940, s special quota of
foodatuffs has been despatohed to Switzerland over .
and above the normal Bwiss quotas, ear-marked for
Polish rafugees,

(#) The fact that when the Danish Jews escaped to Sweden,

- the two Governments at once communicated with the .
Swedish Government offering to allow certiin addle
tional lmports, whioh would not otherwise have besn

persittad to paasKVhrough'thé;&lqexada;fg‘,

(£) The fact that medica) supplies have never bsen treated:
as contraband and have, taroughout the war, been per-

- mitted to pass through the bHlockade, .
(g) The resent deotslon to admit Vitamin D.




CoPY BRITISH EMBASSY -
' WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 13th 1944

Dear Mr. Berle:

During the past week I have had the opportunity of
disoussing with Mr., Stettinius and yourself the problem
of relief in enemy-oocupied Europe. This is to conflrm
the oconclusions that we have reached.

The problem is how to render genulne assiatancs to
our friends in the ococupled oountries without at the same
time appreciably diminishing the effecetiveness of the.
Blockade and thereby, dlrectly or indirectly, assleting
the enemy. We have also to bear in mind the needs of the
territories concerned after liberation. Xf the Germans
adopt everywhere, as they have already done in Italy, a
polioy of scorched earth the needs of these areas will
be even greater than when they were ococupled by the enemy
and they will urgently require all the supplies which ean
be made available. It follows that for supply as well as
for Blockade reasons any commitment into which we enter
in relation to ooccupled territory must be of a. 1imited-
oharacter. .

It 18 not easy to dlstingulsh between degrees of -
hardshlp or to divide into. Brecise sategories all the
vietims of Nezi mis=-ruleé.’ Undoubtedly, however, many of
the most necessltous oases are to be found in eivillan
internment camps. - The informstioh avsilable to our two.
Governmente shows that, ae & general rule, the- inmates .

- ‘of these camps-areé-far worse . off than the population i
‘outside. The problem of aending . relief to these ocamps.

has alwaye been a diffioult one sinoe, unlike: prisoners

of “war, the persona éoncerned have no. proteoting power.

and there is no system of inspection  to ensure that they

recelve what is sent to them. As:a result of our dis-
cussions however we are now agreed that an experiment
should bé mede and. that rellef foodetuffs may be despatched-

‘ghrough:the Blockada to :guch eamps - provided that the fol-,
lowingroonditions are observed' )

@ e

xThe Honourable Mr. "A Berle, Jr.;tff,"
“ " Department of Btatet " :
: Walhingten, :.;Q;';',
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' our Missions:in Btockholm to grant suoh permission, with-
~out reference badk o Washingfon or London, 1

-2

(a) The goods are to be packed sulitably for indi-
vidual distribution; : o

(b) Thé I.R.C. will undertake to distribute such
packages personally by thelir delegates; )

(c) The delegates will make subsequent viglis to -
ensure that the goode have been used by thoae for whom.
they were intended; :

(d) Reports will be required from the I.R.C, after .
each consignment and ag & condit;on of further shipments;..

(e) The distribution will be limited to persons con-
fined in camps. S v o

f8ince 1t will not be possible immedlatsly to send
relief to all persons in internment camps, it is proposed
to begin with certain camps to be selected after consulta-
tion with the I,R.C. If these experiments are a sucoess .
if, that 18 to say, the condltions are observed and we
are fully satisfled %hat: the food hae reached the persons.
for whom 1t was intended - our two Governments will be
prepared, subject to supply and shipping considerations,

' %o extend the system to other internment camps in: énemy-

Europe.

-As regards the ordinery oivilian populations of the
oocupled ‘countries, and particularly the child popula=:. -
tionyg, it has always been the view of .our two Governments -
that rellef consignments from inside theé Blockade Area .
(i.e: originating in European neutral countries) were
open to fewer objections from an economlc warfare point
of view than shipments through the Blockade:: Ve are now
agreed that the time hag come when the volume of these
congignments’ should, if possible, be: substantlally in-

cregsed..

" In the case of Norway, relief is administered by the

Ditleff: organization and takes the form of indlgenous = - .
‘Bwedish foodstuf?e provided by donoys in Sweden or, in .

certain cases, pald for by -funds from outside Bweden.... .

- ~Under our»exlettng_arrangamenté]with*thé}SweQQSQ_deétghent,; g
~.such foodstuffs; cannot be exported to enemy or:enemy: - - = - °
“oocupled territory without:the express permlgsion-of-our .

“two Governments.  In the past few menths we have authoy idf4'

up. to'a

o
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of 280 tone a month. We are now agreed that this authorizaf

tion shall be increased to 500 tone a month. :

The problem in other ooccupied countries is more dif-
fioult since, except in the case of France and Greece,
there are no contiguous neutrals. Nevertheless, there
has been a reguler flow of relief foodastuffa, both in
bulk and in the form of parcels, from Portugal to the
various cooupled countries, and from Bwitzerland., The
Portuguese eupplies have been pald for with exchange Made
avallable to the Allied Governments in London by our two
Governments. The Swlss supplies have been partly so pald
for and:haveé' partly represented gifts by Swiss nationals.
The Swiss consignmente have been directed mostly to
Belgium, France and Yugoslavia, It 1s nov agreed that we
wlll at onece examine how far we can bring about an inorease
in thie flow of rellef foodstuffs from Portugal and
8witzerland and how for supplies can be made avallsble
from Spain. . :

Our two Governments will forthwith instruct their
representatives on the Bloockade Committee %o work out .
the detalls of the above proposals and to give effect to
these proposals with the utmost nossible despateh. It
1g understood thet these measurss are without prejudice -
to the other measures for assistance to persons in enemy
- occupled countries whioch are now under oonsideration by
our -two Governments, : ’ T .

Yours Sincerely,

/a/ Dingle M. Foot -

L4
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June 14, 1944

My dear Mr. Foot:

T am glad to have had the opportunity to dliscuss
gith you questions ooncerning rellef measures in enemy
turope.

Your letter of June 13 sets forth my understanding
of the oconelusions reached in our conversations.

I teke this opvortunity to note particularly the -
gtatement in the final parsgraph of your letter of
Juneé 13 that these measures are without prejudice to
the other measures for assistance to persons in the -
occupied countries, which are now under consideratiop
by our two Governments. You are aware of the faot that
for a considerable period of time the Government of the
United States has taken the position that additional :
measures of rellef ocould be made avallable to our friends
in the ococupled territories, and more particularly to .
children: and pregnant women, through supervised shipment
of supplies from outside the bloskade area, and that our
proposals for rendering such assistance are:presently '
being oconsidered by the British Government. I think it
has been made plain during our conversations that.we = .
will continue to press for the adoption of giuch measures,’
and hope for favorable action thereon, S

Binoerely yours, . - RERE -  .":f,, f

T

Adplt A, Berle, Jr.
‘Agglstant Seoretary

R
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This is our SW 917

We greatly appreciate all efforts Intercross has made with
Christina cergo under adverse circumstances.

Amcross prefers that none of the water-logged merchandise, even
canned goods, leave Switzerland for camps, as rust process will continue
and eventually demage goods to extent of endangering consumers. Alr
which- reaches whole powdered milk or meats soon spoils contents.

Therefore, Ameross having recelved euthority from originel donors
gives Intercrogs entirely free hand to dispose by sale of all goode
included, even those slightly damaged, in Switzerland; if used for con-
structive purpose  they need not bicker long about price; In casge of
goods consumable now but which should not be kept long on hand, we would
be gled to see these made avellsble at moderate prices to Swise authorities
for use in gwlss refﬁgee camps. '

If certein goods appear abaolqtély safe, we leave to discretion
Intercross sending same in regpective ratio 3 to 1 to French and Belgian
war prisoner cemps as Intercross has suggested, advising us of quéntities
so despatched. However, where slightest doubt, we prefer goods remain
Switzerland. ' . v

Please ask Intercross to keep accounts so that in due time ve. ¢an
be advised expenses involved in (1) Salvege operation Sete, (2) Traps—
portation, if any, Sete to Switzerland, (3) nxpensgs Switzepiana',' (4) . ,

Quantitiee of supplies sold, (5) Total amount received from eale.
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% FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

” In reply refer to:

BA-813-HSK

APR 29 1944

Bl ir. John W. Pehle
Executive Dirsctor
War Refugee Board
Viashington, D. C.

Dear iir. Pehle:

Please find enclosed herewith copies of two telegrams which
. have been despatched to London and to Bern, respectively,

i concerning the i diate clearance of Ahe proposed shipments
by the Internatiohal Red Gross of {fooastuifs and medical sup-
plies to Jewish refugees and to Jews detained in camps in
Germany and in German occupied territory.

Sincere.y Jouis,

Géorge h. Powell
Chief, Blockade Division

Enclosures

D
State Dept

ag TFIED,
Lctngr 1:11.72.

By R. H. Paylgs Date SEPZI 79‘72»_,’7 v



~

-

COPY OF CONFIOENTIAL TELEKGRAM DRAFTED
ON APRIL 25 AND CLEARED BY FEA FOR
DiSPATCH APRIL 26, 1944

AMLEGATION, BLRN
/’ v
CROWLEY AND STONE, FEA

Your 1334, March 4, 2122 April 0, and 2305 April 13.

We are requesting MEW to approve immediately the entire list of
foodstuffs and medical supplies, s«nd to instruct British Legation
at Bern accordingly. Please take prompt action subject'to

confirmatiom by London.

Cleared by telephone with
BE. D. Kuppinger,

Special War Problems Div.
State Dept.

DECLASSIFIED
Bfét@, Dopt. Letter, 1-11.74

By B. H. Parks Date SEP z 1 1972
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COrY Or U.5. CONEIDEHTIAL Tr BGRAN

DRAFTLD ON APRIL 25, 1944, AMD TELEPHONED

TO ¥R. VRIGHT THOMAS, DErT. OF STATE, AT
9:30 Al APRIL 26th iOR LivEDIATE

! | I DES,ATCH

AMECBASSY, LONDOH
CROWLEY AKD SIONE, FEA

Your 3185, April 13.

In view of the great urgency of clearing these particular shipments
of relief supplies, please maxe strong request to MEW to approve
immediately the entire list of roocstuffs and medical supplies and
to instruct vhe British Legation at Bern accordingly. We are auth-
orizing the American Le;ation at Eern to approve the entire list,
subject to the above confirmation by London. Please confirm MEW's

action by cabie.

Cleared by teleghone
with . D. Kuppinger,
Special War Problems Div.
State Department

DECLASSIFIND .
Btate Dept. Letter, 1:11-72

By R. H; Patko Date _3££__Zl 1972







PARAPHRAQI‘ OF TI‘ LI‘GAAM IiFCE'lVED

: FROM3 k I‘ha Amarican Minister, Bern ‘

TOs CThe Szevetary. ol tate,-Washington
DATE:: .. April, 1, 1944

~NUMBER 1 L2031

A lotts "’.from the Intht’croas Gonunittes of‘ the Red -

© Gross dated Mereh 27 Ag somnarised. as f‘ollows (please z'afaf
.,ba my mmbal 1850 dated Hm-ch 25, 1944) ¢ ‘

Lo lhe actxvltiea of. Inb@rvroaa on b@nalﬂ of war vlrtjms
in'that part of Burops will ‘be affected by ‘eventg in Hungary
: ‘and the Foagible occupation. ol Hungary and Slovakia,’ Cax‘bﬁtn
»adiustments ary nscessary in the  Joint 100,000 dollar rellss
progran slace the lhat ‘possibilitiss’ of" obt&.mmg relief
modatuﬁ“; ﬁith:m Europfs uppsrently are dwind] 1nfr, :

2. II' tha plmxs of t}la Weiy” B;sruges Bmxd Ho rsacue 2o
tadw narbiculnrly atricken groups. 6f fe;ugema uit not s be
too latey rapid agtion is negenpary. The necepdiiy of ac-.
‘eept ing the ougrastiom to sa'ld it (.[ntercrosa) pareols of

amd food s wessd B Covnids o plesps vefar to

~mewlw of a:s.\l bo emild&on in cax baill pm-r,
1to priaomars in“econcantration campy Lo euphas
rozs - pleass e {&ua‘apm P& 01 dnowy

tanes of Interoross o 1s ta ohrongly Srecons.

‘{am ()11' Harks MoCormack;: Mur phy;- Pau"t, Pemle, Pellg.k ‘Raiy
Sargoy, Sm{th, Standigh; Stevmr't, “ielnataln v Ho D ¥h ie, F;las
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"UNASSIMITATED" CIVILIANS AND BLOCKADE

I > -
1. The Draft Resolution of the Red Cross Conference in Tokyo, 1934,
providing for assimilating the treatment of cfvilian:internees
in some respects to that of prisoners of war, has never been
incorporated in an international convention,

After the outbreak of the war, it was nevertheless agreed as
between U.S,A., Great Britain, Germany, Italy and Japan, to apply
the Tokyo Draft Resolution to their respective nationals,

’ No such agreement was mede by either U.S.S.R. or any of the
goverments-in~exile with Germany. Therefore, civilian nationals
of these countries have not been given the advantage of treatment

similar to that enjoyed by prisoners of war under the 1929 con-
vention,

Since the Germans do not recognize any of the governments-
in-exile, and since these governments do not have any German
nationals under their control, there is no reason to anticipate
that Germany would agree to apply the principles of the .Tokyo

resolution to the nationals of these countries., (Gathered from
Mr. McCormack.)

I discussed the attitude of our blockading authorities toward
these "unassimilated" group, with Mr. Kiaer, of the Blockade .
Division of Foreign Economic Administration (phone: FEA 2267).

Mr. Kimer (pronounced chair) confirmed that we do not permit
packages to go to "unassimilated" civilians through the blockade,
since the distributipon of these packages could not be properly
supervised by the Ihternational Red Cross.

m . .
Uponﬁfé%érking that the Red Cross tries to resch Munsssimilatedh
civilians with packages purchased in Switzerland whenever it can: -
supervise distribution, be answered that, while not questioning: .
the good faith of the Red Cross,. the blockading authorities simply.
~ don't believe that proper supervision can: be guaranteed in the . . .
* circumstances; permitting packages to go to that large. category. of
people would therefore amount to g serious breach of “the: blockade,"
.of definite benefit to the enemy. : PR e

I asked-whether this does not work to the disg&vanfagéﬂoftthé{*f
Norwegians, Dutch, Poles, ete., since all of the civilians of these:

nations belong to-the "undssimilated! category, with only Americen ;- -

and British cltizens being admitted. to the advantages: of the "agsimiz;
_lated" treatment.. Mr, Kiaer‘admittedzthis,'addiﬁgfﬁhat,this could -
”1h§rdlyfba¢ghénged,as;long'gsrthe:Gérmans»refﬁse?to ye¢Qgpize?the§i7




.

governments-in-~exile.

I asked what agencies decide on these matters, Mr. Kiaer
answered ,that these matters are handled for the United States,
by the Spec}al War Problems “ivision of the State Department,
under Mr, Berle, Jo}ntly with the Blockade Division of FEA,
under Mr. George Powell, These tyo agencies cooperate with
their British counterpart, the Ministry of Economic Warfare
in London, through cables and through the British Embassy in
Washington.

It is understood that Mr., McCormack has been discussing thig
subject with Mr. George Wefren and the Special War Problems
Division at the Department of State.

Narch 15, 1944.

B st







FRAFBRA3E €7 WELKORAY FECEIVED

VI0M: Amavcloen Logation, Dorn

TO: 3egrodury of Siate, Vashington
_ATED: Mordd 6, 1944

HIMBER: 1366

Relarense fs mady nspels %o ths Departaent?s 879, inuuary 274
and 427, Tebruavy 3; and the Lagation'a cable of Hargh 4, po. 1334,

s adilséen to datsiling the propoeed axpendisturee of funde
Aoaated by tio Jolat groups, the Insarnutionnl Ocueistse Rad Oross
Lavter dated Pebruery 29, includes follewing inforansion ragnasted
by WRB in tho Depaviment'a felograns under refavonce (a) - general
suasibilitisn and prapossle for relief of Jewlea rafugecs and
other peresoutsd groups) (b) « proposals for reliaf for prisoners
from gooupied counsries in Gorman consentrelon capng (&) =
plen for seliaf of ohildren of war viotiws in Serbia and Slovenia,

1. I% is -stated by the Intercross that they are almost
certaln relie? ccusignments would voach theip dogtinations %o
Rumanisa, the Resienstedt and Judische Unterstutzuag Stolle, Oracow;
about conaigmmonts to Westerbork, Hollund and cawps in France and
upper 8ilesiam thay sve unoertain, but 3he Intercrosa propossa
sortain proporvicn of sums put at ita dioposal o dovobed to tess
ghipmonts througheshannels hitherto untrisd.

2, It is ateted by the Intercross that it will endeavor: to
keop o the lowsst possibls minimum any purchases auds in Hungary
or Rucania aud @ill twy to prasure goode us much as poeaihlo in
asuirzl sountries, Inquivy is made by She Intercxosg whather
it can oouat on additional funds on goadition that they- be sxpended
exelusiyoly -in;noutrel ‘counvriss.within Limttsd avallable .
poaniddl {4ien. ; S i DL T SRR e

3. In order to avoid expenditures in ‘enemy térritory the :
Intaroress proposes: {Intereross apprehensive of dangera of ‘enemy
abusy ontualled by expouditures of ‘Lorolan sxchange i enamy -
torritory) that atooks of relief mgterials bo: shipped fiom overseas
for deposit in Genvwn wiloh could ba drawn npon as:opporiunities
arise for despatsh To: rolief -centers, . Opportunijies for relief
ara offen of . short duration and ‘gunnot o cantieipated with gertaln
typea withoub: necessity of fresh appeals on each odeesion and a- .- e .
resarve dgpét,wcnld,psrmgy’;mmédiatévadtion‘ ~ 1% 18 suggested by the ' .
Intoroross that the depot he'ungoricontrolrgt'WhriRerugeéﬁnogrd S :
reprasontntivqu;;luuﬂn.cbothing,-hnderwean;;hndfmbn!a,largg»r;;. T
eize boots are the art ‘most urgontly reguired in Transnistria, .

By




HSuggent ssveral thousand paroele eaoh gohbainlug a850Tment of
lothing, undavaear, pair of shvong hoota haraeols to he: made

up separately {or wen, women and ohildren (not-intanta), 3t

in suepegted by the Interorowss that the dapot contain several,

tone of thowarnde relief Tood paresls of overcsas origin.

not weighivg over & 1/2 kilon an? contﬂinin@indnbéribhnblg1;,v v
articles Including canned poods, augar, contensed: wilk, ovalting,
ote, The Intererons ip prepared to transpoi agadnet. v ednburadnont.
¥in Red Qrosy ships sailing rom the United Stotes and Cunadn . i
Liabob ans Marseilles, 1§ the quention ol bGoninge yresents
diffienl tien, ) S E

4. 1v7in stated by the Intevaross thet sooperation uneng
the varlous Jewiph rbliof-groupa seelng aposalble sud obberves
not in interést of aim in view that 1f bhe rovealad o -one Joalua
reliel organization whet ths dther organizatlons ste doing,

That ¥alied plans by kepd atriotly seervet is WrEERtly. feqhosbeld

5. BEraeoing the mporiancs of the rmliutiprog:ﬁm Ho
include oppressed groups Mrrespsetive of race or-rodiglont,
the Intarcross expassses gratvification thot ihia principle
-was willingly agreod to by the War Refugee HBourd. L4548 ballevea .
" by ‘$he Interercas that a broad velief program‘asniting variots
groupa ia lass 1ikely $0° 4rouss. anemy opposition tign ois whioh
“Ya-eonfined sxolusively to She uosistence of Jewish peiupess.
onlys. Interaross provodes ns beginuing velisr A11lied finbicuals
in Garmen congontration dmnps end ‘obiddesn ia Yugewlsavia (ree
B and € bndlow). : . : :
~ B-ly The Interavons Propdues; in agesrdanes with A-f whove,’
that {f Ffonda are made available ipmediutely tenislon rollef g0, "~
- Balgisna, Duteh, Norwsglans, Yoles; Grooks, Uxeolis nid othe
Al tsd Nutionadls enduring prlvanian ;a;QOueﬁntrﬂﬁioﬁﬁeambs' ng -
prisors in Gevmany uddor severs socret pulise dontrol (Intsrordss
through {nafarmal chaunsle has obteined nutes of naﬁrlyfalx

Norwaglana, Duteh and larse nunhers of Polue dotnined in,

Garpan ¢oncaptratibn;camparandVprisdns ang urgenily vequesss
this fad% ba-kept strietly secret) Tator rose sualss’organized
srelter ‘hag up to present'hean;pravantadlbynbna.ﬁritiathlopkédg;
‘authoritiag, who insisted os ceniition that Oerwdns redognize: :
thena risonsrs aB prisohscs of War:and'aubject;%oteonvéhtiqﬂ

of ‘Goneva, S T R T [ i

o ohecording to-a statement of Interih sa: 1% has made suscesn~ -
Tul %eat sbipments of individudl relisf parcels to thi 5@
pfis@nare?which,ﬁere—pSQSOnéLlyjackngwl & by the recipienis, cid
‘An Agveral gampe Intoreross dslasates
spet that abipments reuched 5hélperagn,ipﬁan&eaatr'técaivﬁ{tham;llr
,sﬁhs'xnteroroéa'Ls»prepared %0 ‘submit evideive’ of suge

aTe. abivlo veriyy on dhe ..

—
T —




ii!b

-

soakl preposes a8 stnrt food yper 1*l B, madc (v\slﬂh-b
el tly bo men cnd women in cawmps and p:inonu in Dwvmnny
for 1,4%C W“W%ﬂmh'ng)Mﬂmlmm1mm wmnzmgLXNIMIMh,

- Ribke of bewer ting the enemy are far less then il free.snchonie

sxpended -in oneay: tgrxitory for volief in Tvananiﬂtrian“r-

1. Two grovps of 0h11dren in Yugoslavie present s
partioularly slarming slbtuation, ascording to ahntemout of
Intoereross, 80,000 ehildron svecuated from Croatia to ﬂe]grade
and othor Sergisn. towns ave a -particularly dritical problem ad
they are undevnourished, in need of clothing and healih’ OOﬂdimgcﬁ&
ard pitifvl, The eans ap*lies to where conditiona which nﬂx@
alresdy bad during the Italian gacupation have. fiow bscome. 7
{noree sivgly rorious airce lust swomer and 100,000 ahildven B
asuffering Irom malnutrition az e result of completﬂ lack of .

'Iortifvi:u fonds R ~a wlle, shguﬂ c‘ul*lne Lhn‘"h(uolaotn

b e \ucn sugseated ni f** v Ordey

o rl]ﬂ?*f 4 tnds wltustion tha Fax

CBEO,0C) traves, of cakich E00,006 for' fool wné 20, ﬂbﬂ 1Jf medieﬁl

relief to be divided egually batween childron-in Slovenis and
Serbia. - For' the purchase of Slovekian sugar and Hingavian
slimentery pastes. about 456,000 franes would bo used and balance
of 200,000 frencs less- 17,000 for adminietration,'trauaportation,

et cetera for purchase of Swiss food products.’ To propaere Swiss

pharmageutioal products and surgical- dressings would use ebpout

- 20,000 franos. . L§ is propoaed by the Intercrose that these re‘iéf:
. goods be shippsd to Intareroas ‘delegate ut Belgrade for

distribﬁtisn in «ooparation @*th the S&rhian Red Oross..

If dpsirad ‘$he Legntion can telegraph further detnilb
Tegarding the above proposals, © Copy of lettel is being Gont
by IR0 through 1ts-owa faeilitias and ws will also endeavcr
$0 forward a copy.

. HARRESON

’ ,éc:' Misa Ghauncoy (for the: Sec*y) Mesare Abrahemeon, Ber stein,"

w DuBoisy Friedman, Gaaton,-Lesser, Luxl i
2 Panly Pahle ‘Pollak, Standiah Stswar
o Miasaa Laughlin Hodel ,  and Mra. Oohn

D, White; Rai éa i
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Denr Sirs,

Following upon our ietter of Pebruary 17th, 191.&,
to H.Es the Asericen Hinister in Bern, we venture Lo suhmit’ : )
for your gonslderation the follewlng particulars concerning : : -
relief aotion in regard to which the support of the War = = o
flefuges Board of the United m.at.es would bo highly desirsble.

The Vur Refugee Buard, in aecopt-:lng & suggestion zede
by us to the Intergovernmental Comzittes for Hefugess in
London iagé sutwan, was geod entaigh to notify us that the :
equivalent in Bwiss frands of 100,000 dollare would be avoile
able free from restrietions oo to geographigal areas, for use
in Hungary, Rumania snd neutrsl countrles, and that the .
licence had heen iasued urxsler- tm fiume o: the ®Jodnt D strl-
buticn comit.tee" ) . .

‘Ihe Internstional Gmtbteo hava Just haen nradite:l
with the swm of 429.000 Hwiss francs thiough the Swise -
Hatlonal Bank; on behalf of the "Joint", and we sseune thab
4t will be mainly o matter for Mr, daly Mayer to dissuss
with us partioulsrs for the utilimution of this sum. Te
foedy however, that it wmay be useful to sand you herewlth
& soheme which hae bean drawn up by .the "Joint Hellef Gom-
mlaslon of the Inteimationsl Ked Cross (Comnisalon Mixte),
Subject tu an agreenent belng renched with ihe “Joint Vietri-~
bution Comzittes®, this scheme would provide for the utilisa~ o S
tion of 4 sum of AQ?.OOO Swias franes for the benefit of - ‘ Lo dotE
groups of Jews whom we consider to be in great need. This’ ) ) R e
schese alms st speedy sction, without aweiting the putting . . RS
inte efiect of any 33‘03«6(’-! whia.h night h- «alved b=

sequently.

'l‘o the
& S L«gauen of the United St.atu
: of “Amarica,

BEHﬂ




%ie huve thought it advieable to a.pply oortn.in
rules in drawing up this prograume.

I+ pelief for Jexs.

~ 1. The peculiar positien of Jews in the mia
sountries is not & erystelliecd one, and. the posalbvilivies
of extending relied to them whdeh exlst at any glven asment
way suddenly dissppesr. It is therefcre necessery to procmd
by teat eases in the shsence of u.n;y baeid which ie firwly
nntabliuhed by internationsl law. Ve have heen sble more.
than eonge, by weans of teats, to open up fresh chonnels for
the distributicn of rslief, the racim.ua offered t¢ s beling
very vardeble and differing from one ares Lo anethor. e
sheuld therefere very much uzpractate L & certedn proporlicn
of the sums whieh are placed ab cur dlspossl was L6 be deb
atlde for tsst gonsignaents the deepateh of which would be
attempted through hitherto untried channele, Uheress we sre
eble Lo stale elméat with sertainty thab relief conslgnsenin
to Bumania, o0 Theresienstedt aud Vo the Sdudische Untere .
wtutgungaatelle® Ln Cradew will resch the beneficlaries, we
camoh voueh in the sgue way for the dellvery of relief to, muy,
the Jews in the eanp st Wesberbork (Hotherlands), in ihe chzps

in Yranes nnd in ertsin campe in Upper Silesia, where we should :

uue ‘to make ‘bhs test,

ities se regevds trausfer of eurrensy Lo Axlw gountrios, ve
shall endeavonr to raduce to the lowsst possible minfman any
purshases which mey have 1o be ande in Bungary spd Bumania,: sand

to procure goeds os far as possible in the neutrsl countrlies .

of Bureps (phapsageutissl products and sose foodetuffs, whioh -
have howevar besome wery rerified). In this connectien, we
should like to kaow if we could ccunt on additienal funds 1F
thoy were to be uaed nxclmmly Ln Em.t.mlmd, .ortuaal.. .
wsdon a.mi poasibly Turkey. ; o

% In order, heawex', te 1ait s far as paaaﬁalo .
the purghases whioh would be msde in Hangery and fusenia, we
wonder 1f the War Hefugse Bosrd wellid eonsider uhipping Srom
oversess relef in kind which we proposs to stoek ia Geheva,
andumwhieaummdmacwnjinaunwmaumm
quired. This msthod woeld have-the sdvantege of cnsbling

i

on esch ogcasion, . The stuok vhigh would thas be buidt up
in Bwitserland could resein under the ebntyel of the War

‘2.7 7 Belng uppviud of t&w vievs of the blac!w.de auuzof- B

. . Romu Hoard. whieh. thx-eugh thair rwaiw at the :' IREE

T ug Lo delse s they oogur dertsin opportunities of énpunb- -
' : ing. reldsf supplies, without having to-send out fresh appenis i




American Legation An Bem, would authordse us Lo draw upon a
thase regerves to the extent of the amounte proposed in the
schemes and projects which wonld be mubmitted by ug. S

The artleles whdch are poat urgently reduired arel

&)  wams olothing snd underwear, Ceptuis aroups of;
dews in Transnietris, for isatence, whom our deiegate has
bean able Lo visit, are prastleclly dompletely deprived of-
alathing, : -

») ‘bouts {large siges for won ).

It would smeet one of the most urgent nsods ir,
&g the War Hefugee Board propjoass 1o da, we hod severasd ‘
thousand puréals avellable, -conteining eaeh sn assortoent 6f
olething, underwesr snd possibly a pair of strong buots i
(privele mads up soparately sceording as Mey are intendad for ,
mehy wamn or ohildren (not infantal). S

ke The sae ayshem of warehousing could wseXuily be
 applled fop food parceln, perhaps seversl tens of thousands . v
of these of a maximun welght of 2 kg. 1/2. 7The distrioution
of réllal 4o Thorsulenstudt is most easily sarried out in ilie
fora of stundard parcels. These ghould contals oniy are
tlales which will keep some time (conned goode, sugar,
condensed nilk, ovaltine, etw.).  These pardeis céuld le _
sent alee to the eamps in Upper Silesis (4f this 4 found ko '
- be _possibla), Creatis, the detharlawds sad France, Iy om0
the other hand, the var Hefuges Board de not see thelr way to.
sntertaining our proposel thut olothing and €0ed psrcels be
- gent to us from overmeas, we should be compelled to make thew
‘up ourselves, which would unaveldably ontail the purahseing of
sertadn foodstuffs in Rungury end Rumania, und this would sesn
tranafer of Swiso francs to Adw ecuntries, ~ = -

S Shonld the quastion of toanage be en chstegle in

the way of the War Hefuges Seard acceptisg our proposel o

pluce food pareels st our dispésal, we shodld be wilidng to
-have theue consigmisnts conveyed, sgainst refsbursemsnt of

the freight charges, and in s0 far ss the avelluble tonnage
would perait, by the ships whiéh cre ob present plying under -
the sign of the Intermatlional Comslittes of the Red Croms,
and which earry supplies for the sllied prisoners of war bete -
ween Lhe United States, Canada and lisbon, on she one hand,

and lisbon-Marwellies (Gonevn), on the sthor. o




-[“-“

5a 46 .8 general rale, we should Like o stiess vhab o

in thioc satter of relicf for Jews, we prodeed very diisiget-
iy, md that we exdeaveur to aveld eny foms of publiedvy.

ad far as our Own work is sosgerned. The preasunsg fup t.h}.a :
wle .

a) the facl that the verdone Jewish inawinti’czm;;
for gortadn reasons, srefer to set Aindependenbly the one .
from the olhisr, snd 3 woula gectt Lnposeible L6 gucoeed ia
sentzelising tha Variouws rallel unde-tskings whiel we
orgeniaed by ench of theso groups, It 1s thepsfore ntt'in
the inborest of the aim in view tu revesl Lo one Jewish :
organization what is done by ammr.

=) Helther 1# 4t in the interest of rhc Jam whon .
we wi.nh 10 rescu¢ from & oritiesl situstivn to draw too mush
" attention to the proposed rellef action. In view ef certain .
tandencles, it is to be feared thet autherizations vhich ale
ready exist might be witlurawn wnd new dArfioulties retsed ir
this plan to aove serluin grmpa of Jews were axploited for

;iwpsgm& purpnsu.

This desire to aveld as m- us pems.ble at,bra@tmg
ﬁtt.enuan o our schems has led us to propﬂae rolied wirk for.

oertain groups. of civil war-viotius tive of rese snd
«. ‘The Yar *iemguﬁurdﬁ agreed to this -
» 2 and we are tiwrefors vestirlng to mention rtain

grouys’ who, we feel, are deserving 0f ssuistunde. by thiw ‘fi‘”‘
m:ugn Board 1n Inw manner to the st. N

These grmps inciude nationales of ama& awntriu -

(Ba.lauml, Imtoh, Rorwsgians, Pelse, Urecks, Gseshs; eta.)
mmuﬁ;%mﬁmg deta:l.md ia the prisons and
congentrs caaps in Gamw o M :

 Politieal pruomra ara sm,ai;sed An f‘rezw m

coneentration aasps whioh arve wider the control of the seoret

police. The rezime ia mure wevire then 4n the pristney of -
~way and oivil intornment gamps, and @3l the Lntormation we.
- reesive corrcborstos that the food {n theds casps 1 ina,ae-

quite.  The Internatfonal Gumalbtes thorefors, in reppones to : 3 T

the urgent appeals whish they reesived fedam these political
. priscners ssi fecn thel next-af-kin, epplied on seay ceca=

alons 1o the allied quthorities and fled Cross Socleties, with =

the objeot of’ shtadning sermission to reformrd fond parcele

to thass coungentration camps, ae is dong: for sllied priscners.
. of wer sad civilisn isternees in Usrweny.. To thelr grest L
. regret, ths blukadc auwaritias ﬂmly re md'm,antharm RS




- interested in these various test cuses. -

political prisoners arid even with inforstion on the

these consigtments, inaisting, ss an oseontial dondition,

Tor suoli an authorduation that thess. detilnices should be -
aasirdisted with priseness of var, Loos that the wtipuintivag
of the Genove Conventdon should be sppllaed Lo thed.  Such o
heasuve dopends, nowever, uptn the Gergan sublioriliie, whioh
rafuse Lo allow this assimilation. ‘the Inboraational Gome - 0
mibbae regrot thet the blockade nubhoritich should Tave latd
down thls conditlon whileh mekes reliesd enbirely depgodent o
upon & desision to he taken by the detsliing aatheritdes and
prevents the detolneus frui reeelving ¥hat are vory dedede
ogry food auppling. L .

Judging that the blogkade sutherltion. ary nol ap-
posed on principle to this cstegory vor peeudinrly slfifcted
warevicting regniving assistanes, but that they sre conceried

“ehlefly with preventing the detaining soantyy from deriving
any benefil fros the foodetufPs; the Internuticnsl Bossdittes
‘have endesvoured Lo disoover. sone means. of guarantering the
anfe distribution of relief in thews campg. At the same
time, they have sought Lo provide the blochade sutihorities

- with giarentees whioh .ould e equivalent (4f not suparior)

to the means of wostrol whieh are provided Tor undey the
Conventlona ol diorievs, e lotber being unfortunstely Lnap= "

cplloable in Lhe pragent Lastence,

these zasruntees are he followdag: - thenks Lo gepe--

“tadn bosll sums whieh have been reaelved 1n- Switzerland, we

have basn able Lo send some pareels bo. the-prineipal doneen-
tratlon canps in Uermany snd even to certaln esmps g prisons
da the ogcupled countries, asking that acknowiedguonts be pe-

cYurned to us persunslly by the benericiaries,  In vertsin. .

cuups {Uranieaburg and Huyensbruck), our delegetes have been -
sble to ascertuln on the mpot thab the pareels were aotusily -
delivered, and that there. wus no reason to fesr they had -

bean migsppropricted. - Ye are tius able &b present tc send
yarcels to Herweglan (sles te the studente From 0sle), Dafeh,
Polish, Bwiglan, Greek, Gaeah and otiier deportees 4n Duoligy,

- Hushenweld, Suchsenhuusen~Uranionburg, Havensbruck, and in

sertaln oulicr camps, bt for lack of funds end paresls o R

are nob in o posltion to develon this vellse aotion on the o
soale wiiloh vould be necsssaryj et present 1% i atili tn. o
the stoge ¢f 5 test pivaess undertsien to firnish the blookmda - -
authordltin will -evidedce (hint Wiz sohese iz feaslbie,; und- :

“that fully edequale. guaranioss cowld b supplied and which
W oabould be reddy Lol susall {or ine abbentdon of the pe= -

preamtative of the Aneriein legation, shoald the latler b~

L Although the daﬁ;ﬁiné:éu&ﬁeﬁﬁéé desitne ee e S
supply the Internationnl Gomsistes with the naree of - - PR A




strcnstha of the daups, Lhis zetion fas hud & noi.mwt.hy
resuit. The parcels which we have nevebtholess been ublo s
to dellver Lo derialn detalngss huve vw w malLer o1 foct meted
48 & snewdaid, snd the noxtesfeking in tie hooe ccuntyies of
. . Lhe depertees, having doubtless been noblfled by’ J.@Ltew from
~ vhe aanpa, are nov advising us-epvdbangonsly of he nages” and’
addrosses of the deportess. Thut we pousess the naxes ~ and
wo would sk you Lo tweab this ws strlctly senfidentlsd ~
of mioariy ail, the Horweglans, Dubeh aad & durgs nacber of
Toloy who are political prisoners. in the ccugeniratlon GEapw e
Congigamity ceuld therefore be organised systenatieally aml
we would gven by in a position Lo roceiva acxnwladgnmta from S o :
the prisoners rapresentabives » sinflorly Lo the procedure. e ;
applied in ,,iuonar uf viar csuips - for any collective cowlbn- - : T
mants vhiech mighi be ueaputched. :

. The pmaent pmbl«m would be to seu mod eup- '
plles by means of standsrd parcels to sevdral thousand poli-
tieu) prisonere (upproxiactaly 3450 Horweglans, « t.ho.:aand
Duteh wen aml women, o théreabouts, and se many Polish sen
“and women). Ve do not know the strengths of the other natio~
nalitios, bub feel convineed that we would have thelr names
communigabed 5o us 1 Ve were able at. lamt. to w dert.ﬂke M:is
reliet aouon. : ‘

C ¥e zre ,:rout.ing by the opportun* ty affonied usi : . : .
by the Yer Hefuges Brapd, thanks te thelr generous depgrt,, . R i
of dyawing their sttenticn once more Lo thisvery urgent : ST
problem, snd of warmly recommending thit they contribute: t.o
supplying & particulerly deseérving and saverely. stricken
eategory of war-victins with relief shich migm. He inatrmwmm
in gaving. ihe lives of many of them.

III. ,_{i&g_i_ef Ifop chilgmﬂ wwiahm ' Siiar] 5
er - T

R ggrc.u Eucurute Lniuma&im reeaived rrom i}wadt ,
we hear thab there sre ab present in Helgrade and several other
Serbinn towns siore than 80,000 chiidren who have eacaped fron

. the sreas which auged Lo be inclided foraerly in Yugosievm,
and whieh ars now attached to Growbds, Theuse refugee. U
ohildren are in o partiowlarly eriticil eondition;. they are
undernourdsied and Faguire elothings  Thelr -heslth- gondivion
is pleiful, Tt owoeuwid be swee&urﬂf 10 m'ganiu
relisr aat.!.cm for f:hw‘ix’ nenozi.%.

The' sarae msy be Badd of ehis.dun in Jlevenh
: (t!w novthern seotien of Tugoslavia). This ares waa Zirst: -
annexed by Tialy whieh undertook teo supply At.  The slwatim S
vhioh wsg alrendy serivus has. begome worse singe the events. .
. dn; Xtaly in the sumser of i%}. ‘Hore then 100.000 shﬁdren SR




o

are suffering [rom malnutidtion. Products wioh. ss milky pagur,
ohuevlate, ovaliine and otiur strongthening fouds are entirely
laeking. . Hers too rellef consignments are argenily racalraids.

%e snvlose & distribution plan in onse b should prove usefil.

: The Internstional Comaittse of the Ned Crogs emd the' -
Jolat Relisf Comsission (Comelasion ¥ixte) wwlertske Lo epply .
in any future asticn = an in the psst = mescures of control ns
abrhot ug poseible, snd te prevaut eny mimsppropristion of
reliel conplgnmentss Yo sheld pracecd Lo earry oub reilef
only wien we rave painad the gonviction as far sa. peasible
that the detedning sethurities =ill not derive uny diveet
beneflt from the relief wupplies.  fe shail subwlil L6 the Ser
Gopsgon Boerd = 1€ possible thrsugh telr representabive ob .
the Azeriean Legation in fera = oll the evidence which we osn
gather vouehing for the safe arrynd of relief supplies, ond
reports on their distribution, ln all pases where our delsgutes -
have beans hie to ha pressat.  Thas Lhe Ying) Refuges Board
wiil be in a position to judgs whether it i puELAbLE LG ChITY -
out- n spasifie undertaiding or not. n

o Fapthor wo 40 not whial thad rigld regalationa fup

aontrol avs expediénty we have slresdy sentloned the oxample

(ot podntil) of politlead prisoners in Germn vonsratretion

canpy 1o vhom the blockade authorities do nob sonsider LL pore
itssible be send relief porépie so long as they sre at assinde
ratod with prisoners of ware Tho oritarion t¢ be selgoted

for centrol, zheuld, in our oplaion, be se Tiexibion su Whe reliel
aotion itself; ene prineipls rust however be strietly soplied,
Lig. that relie? sl benally Guky thowe for shom 1L 48 dntendeds

C¥e are nbothe entive ddupesnd of ibe ey Hetuges Hoded’

" b6 supply thew with any additlonal information they moy desire

to receive.
Yours traly,
; : Csrl 3;——3ntqkhmt' o
Hesher of the International Comsiites
-of thy Hed Cross,. = s













T not pu'b the neoaaaary euma at our dispoaal, 1eaving usto’ judg
particular. case whether &.given action is’ ‘Justified and whethe e
could ‘be aacompliahed under satisfaotory conddtions, ‘Any other’ p ocedure
‘would risk the loss of &’ number™: of occasions for efficient acti P

In: this conneotion, we should ke to’ draw your attentdion: to
the fact. that only. those amounts ere of” practical value to ug’ the use -
of ‘which is not 1imited to neutral couritries, since the: opportuni'bies

: for purchase 1n the: latter countriea ara fa:l:vly restrictedn :

) Permi'c, me, my daar D:lreotor, to ‘Bay.a word about the- Join’c ol
Ral*ef Comnisaion of the International Red Crogs, an ‘agency .of ‘the
International Red Cross which has alresdy been able to-carry. out various
relief -actiong” in favor of Jews, It has been created in 19404-by the =~
International Red Oroas Committee together with the Laague of Red- Cross
. 'Socletiee, ‘and -1t-has the task of coming to the aid of eivilian. popus"
"Iations which have been rade victims of the war, more partiocularly of:
wonen, aged, ‘and ‘children.” The olosest collaboration exists betwsen
the International Red Cross -Committee and the Joint Relief Oommission
over ‘which X have the honor to preaidea : :

‘ - The Joint Relief Gommiesion, among other things, ‘has’ sent food,
pharmaceutioal products, artificlal: teeth, speotacleés, artificial’ Jimbs, X
etc., to Jewa internad in the camps of Southern Franece. ' Moreover, it has

‘insured the distribution in these same: campa of several tons of clothing,
the gift of ‘an American charitable orgenization,  The distribution of

. these gifts was supervised by the delegates of the International Red Gross
Commit*ss, :

-~ T should 1like now to review tha dii‘ferant countri
action in favor of Jews could be in'benaified or u.ndertaken,

}Eumania i

: E 'bout 70,000 Jewiah deporteea of: Rtmanian nat : ‘lity men“"f ey
women, and- children . in Trananistria ere now in a very: i
position, especially from the po:!nt of view of clothingn
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